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Waune County Becovd,

1003
PUBLISKED SEMI-MONTHLY BY

SAMUEL H. LITTLE,

Editor and Proprietor.
ORTHVILLE, cocvenenencnnnsn PRSP 1.} 8

Te whom buisness commanications shoold
be addressed.

Dt 1?1+ ' F omamamal

TERME OF SUBSCRIPTION :

Q] 116 €ODY, 008 JOAL,..oves ..unn.no. 81, 50
IFive copit’aa, one ye'-r. ceersesessens 6.' 25
Ten copies, 10,00

) PAYINVARIABLY IN ADYAKCE,

! One coag_will be een} ghatis Lo the getter
up of a clud of teg, or more

vissssetansanme

—_— 0 —

RATES OF ADVLLTISNG
10 lloes ot less of this type makos & square

Bwck. (LMW 1M | SN JoN Y.

1 Bgr, 15 l 1,25 | 2,50 [ 5,00 8,00
27« | 125 | 135 | 4.00 {800 12,
téol | 200 | oo | 600 {10, |18

2 | son | 50001000 |18 |30,
1« | 500 | %00|1400 |25 |40

Cpnng in anlnessADIruclory. nnt exceed-

I oy 'eix lines, &5—nachk. additional lina, &1..

Léwar Noriees elght conts per, lins, first
Insarrtion. and tive ¢onts per lioe cach sub-
seqdient insertion,

Sreecrar. Norices 20 pee csat more ﬁmn
than the nydinasry rates.

Plo7IcES 0¥ MARRIAGES
cionts,

© Advertisemnans not gnder contrict must
0 murked the longth of time desired, or
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NORTHVILLE, WAYNE CO., *{{@#TI¥ AN,

NEew CaRRIAGE Suor.—\We ate credilably
jmformed that our enterprising citizen, Mr.
L. . Hutton, is aboat lo erect a building
in which to moaoufacture Gsrr!:ﬁes Wagon
Sleighs &c. He bas purchased a lot for
that pu rposs, ‘ix the rear of his present
placa of busined.

i

-~

r-Ix the first edition of o Lacal Paper

the Lasinees firins should De given, some

They atw'da wilows:
Dry Gooda npd Grogerics.
Eed

Lepbam & Swift,
. M. Dernp.

w0, JIQ%U:EO!&
Grocerios.
| S

AY. W. Dittle.
Ambler Boveo,,
Knapp & Bager,
Hughes & Sow.

Dryge.
Jackson & Beott!
F} 8. Uorton.

R ————

tHardwaro.

el & Norihrop.
T, W Holcom. & Co,

Phyaioiass.

pects.

AND Daarus, 3¢’ i

—
Tarves Hoosteo
3 M. Bl

JBoois & Shoer.

Cr—

Thamag Fareman,

it l#-no more than proper thata sketeh of

o1 which bave. but lately staricd, and we
are glad to say with very favarable pros-

hey wlill be eontisued sad thargsd’ fur on-
¢ ill ardered nut, et
__No adveriisement lnurtbl.fof"}%l_. rlhln

f' ﬁl?::::.x: Advertisement st Stnmwf“_
j BUSINESS CAR

M. T. WALLEN, M. D, #4151

h- 35
IRoxEaraTiiise.Ofiice ovar Dubuar .\'Rnéen
Store. Main-Streat. Northville. Mich, 1yl

JAMES TIUISTON, N LD,
Tuy=1c1ay A Strutos, OfTles st
uncy, Nuorthvilie, wich. 1v1

4o M. =W IES M. D
"'Puvsicrax & Srmwikon.  Otlice nt resldence,
4 Main Strlant, Nurthville, ul_'u.b 17l

\F sat andy
T oIPER.— Leefateaks, Podk, Matton, Veal
Sesneage and Tallow., Market in bsse-
¥ienr t ot 1o ¢'Morton Shop' Maln Street,
“ur thville, Mich. 1vi
—

11 W, HOLCOMB & CO.
\P.DY rarE—All kind3 of Agricoltural Im-

res-

Choice Scelection of Bonnels,
;t\w. Hoap-Skirta and Ladias Cloths, shep
a'pd Buluvs-ronm 1n the *“Rowlund Blora™
cproer Malu aod Center Streots. Qrth-
v:\\lle. Mich. * "l

LEWIS W. HUTTON,

%rxsmrn-—nnggles. Cuniters, Wagons
afid Sheghs froned. Yorso-Shoetog done
‘ fia & workmanlike manner, bealyol nails

used. All wor{ warranted Shop “oast
of Lbo “Uld Tiolel," Main Streel, North-

ville, Mich. , Iyl

ELIAS PERRIGO,

AINTER —Houze, Sign, Ornamental paint-
ing, Glazing, Paper hangins, Grainieg,
and Carriage Paluting.,  All Orders peatly
andpromptly exeented, Place ofhueiness
1o the Shnp Iately oceupled by J. Ralten-
bury, oo Maln 8Btrees, Northville; Mieh.

AL HL Divble.

Tiar.rsa Shope.
Y. O. Wiippla,
w. W, Morlon,
Jebu Armstrong.

Mullinery.

Miss M.JLWhre ‘er.
Adel e Thible

1
Mis Saeviet

Pre 2 hiaders.
dis Caury Ponnegi,
o ANDS panunek.
v teunie Buniop.

P L g F e
Misges Sherman & Curtis
Fanev Diry Goods.

S s—,

vabuar. & Rogers.

e

shim.ents.  Every variety of Mechonles® .
hl'o of3 ou hand. Glrus,ill’ut;‘y[ .;c. 1Su:m Jovelere
Perrin Block. Northville, Mich, 1
paferrin Tloek, Sorh it ! W. D. Whaise
{ MIsS M. H. \WHEELER, A..C.cGarduer.
LLIN d Dealer in Fi D L ——r
][m\zn. and Dealer in Fancy A Goh’ Photographers.

—

A. 3. Whalen,

Tallora,

G [ Ligdan,

Traadry & Machlna ~2op.

C. G, iHrrington.

P
Blacksmitha.

—

L. W. Hatton,

1y1

! MISS ADELAIDE DIBBLE,
bLLINER, hot ok hand and is still reclew
DR tho Latest and most desirable Styles
f Hats, Boonets, Ribbons and Trimmiogs
@fall kinds. Partieular attedtion given to
lsaching and Trimwing Hats and Bon-
ele. Shop on Mala Sireel, over A. H.
Dibble's Shoo Store, Northville, Mick, 1yl

TS R,
O0AL AND GENERAL.

Taaxks.—Ar, Wills F. Cornell, of il
nterprise wlil please accept our sincere
wanks for courlsey shown ueé whils in
mnsing recently.
et U >~ Gt
Notr YET FILLED.-—Tho Baptiat pulpit Is
thout a postor as yet, Services, howaver,
held nearly every Sabbats Ly dierent
sisters. Mesers, Rev. Jas. Dobumrand L.
nniog officiated the paat few mectiegs.
I i csama e —
Goxg 1o DexTER.~~ReY. J. C. Baker, isle
sptlat postor bere, i8 now ocated at Dex-
. 1iis family remain hereYor the present.
. 1. is & hardworking, zeslous, chrixtian
n, wholly devoted o ihe canse io walch
labors, and 0na who is not afmid 1o
rass hls viewa opsply on suljects det-
ental to Christianity.
s frlends hére ;and much as wa
loes, we cannot but congratalate the
pod people of Dexter lo haviog socured
ls minlaterial servicea.

@-Now is the time (o sabeeribe for ibe

&

e leaves many |

cogn

Jamed Palmer, [are no judgcs of hum-~n nafure—that'® gt should ‘cept o)iDgy.”
Jdobm.Rirech.. —~TLINTON HypLnbIcAN, “Its Jugt hgye, gga'anﬂemen.“ gaid the
_ —_— - Yaikes to theefowd nrw gathered around.
Caritare and Wrgon Makers. Cory PLANIO. “T'M aceapt the epofoge; ut T went yon
- 1 lo underetaﬂd h;rdnﬁ:or that when you st
AR, Bedford, KT saders ate awara that wo-have ag- | tempt to lally a Yankoe that's cor'ed u:l-
¥ 3 Bigsth. -uelloomya 2ol the a‘zgeriﬁr of.plan}ihg J.T(\?:B in hia bndv for fiva yoars~ 4hich bo re-
Ja. Bur. corn.ajsher in drills or smAtj ajite, ik n | ceived 'thrashiby yam fefleny cut’ - 5y
‘e the row, where.tho bighgst-gmounyof hyd-, ';net reentler®, th'::,l YOU'WE COT MOULD N7 TIE
Copits. dudt js ibe onject, Tue ayetAge Iiresas, [ WRONG covN.” :
— in & namber of observallgns and “e¥peti- | ‘Tet's licker, lat' Yeker ; don'tetop ta
Joslah Wilkios. ments in Anill o thick hil pleatitg, hak ftalk,” fatscrupted thew, The wieat pasicu
opla ) beai aboul twenly:five fsQ dal T Taround, and all went merry a3 L muarrleges
Thomse Eiios. Jobnetow sqyte thus thia, inctemsd, mdlcxﬁ Foll,""—Cor. Boston Traveller,
o s -
aslntera, 3‘3& of lahor ih barihgrany nwgly dotPes't o :
e tha copp-fodder, We 4nd ofr views i AT0 07 U (7000 AROUL 1 Ly, 1), -
Lliss Perrllfo. dorfed 'tn B tabent aritle '1;‘!!1%"“ Qe [000 persons, of whon. 360,074,060 are af
Jakres Vao Velkonburgh, Times, With the signﬁl\m} ¢y, Tex the ‘Cavcnsian race; £52.000,6000 of the
o ' We recognize aj thal bffaséfﬁ ity |- Mougol: rece; JISG0ON.U0 are .of tha
Saw Nilis. well kiwn Bs kn fariaHigea A suctesglet Ethiopiat wopg I 6,000,900af 1Le, Maldy
T farmer.’ He stites ihat he ftk, ated Efrl | T80, wed 10,000,000-0f the Info-Amerieas:
Amber & Terry ry'a cbr-plantet, for iwenty vaats, acd '] 7AS. ,
3. L. Ramedell. 1 firida it & Jabor-ssving implectent plaotldg:[ “;"’ arg 1900 qilferond voligions, sna.
“teight acres a day, and enabiing ditr 4t ov 3»‘5 “8“2"?' sRoken: |, -
Grist Mifle. -in his crop prowyitly hod in wesson, evan Loo-fourtk of the populalion dies 4
— If thore happots Lu he At the tine s ecar- | PHAM® $0e 850 of weven years; oue-ball al
8. L. Romsdell, oltg: O farni aaborers. s retnrks that [Yorboford seveoieax.
Byion Peale, ¢h¥ object of planting 1o rows Both w.ave, - Lt S+ GE——— e

Tndeyfakers & Cabingd Nekars.

I Orsanghier &.Sapds.

s

L{vefy Stahlen,
lmn—k-l.—ndolph.
Archetects & Butlders,
mwt:;m-mq.
Bowis.

3 W. Bb

= agrwn

JULY 15, 1889.

—

NO. 1.

PoLITxE3s,—When ever it 19 our ot to be
Lraveling over RAIL-RCADY, wo always reke
it & point to observe bd ‘geveral run of
thioge’; and particalarly {o poto the deport-
ment of rail-roud ofticial3We are sorry to
sy, many of them, fropstho higheat in
authority down to the ,lovest, are, or rath-
er consider themselyed, 8 .Tar supsrlar to
the traveliog pnblic, thatifasked a simnlo
guestion in relation Lo-.:b;gr:iv.\l and de-
pasture of trains, or sey Blher matter per-
taiog to their own ¢aMrs either uo & ma-
wer whateves, i§' gxm.f aelso ao Inguda-
ble, snappishivedly, that iy the quast{én-
er as much in the dark. &3ver,  Wo matk
such pumpous, hiam‘gﬁ:ﬁndgvld slf, and
ahall sfiga @iwe T AT Fe o

tho other hand, ‘when o~ (8 "Ruf, good
fortuna to come scross ged, nanig, allen-
uve ollicials, realy to‘gnn(ravaj-or anst
war n civil question, we ¢y though the

objeclts of such rare chviy, should be
nown to the commuAity afirga, bhat they

may know n whom' W £ . Awang this

closs of’ gentlemen, c&¥r befoand Cotdug-

tora LaNpox and PAx~E, of he Retroil and
Milwaukes Rail-Road, !

o

Wzan avp Tean oF Ratuy LRAvELuING
—3 leading plysicisn haghe Lo 4 conclu-
gion whick will startle semd fthe constant
ndess.  “Travelling a fov jars gince,” he
51y8, ''‘on the Brighton line e f_taqx‘éuup
I became fannhiar with the facdofa mimbar
of the Tegular yissenger2on o ine.  Ry-
cently I had ngain ncuwfo'ﬁ};_t?ﬁ?\”fff?'nf
‘timaes on thus ame line. 1 livo had Jafzs oX.
perience in the changes whel the grdipary
course of time makes on me busy'in the
world, and I know well how trallow for the_lr
| sr12us) deterioration by age g care; but if
havcnéver seen any set of w:n 80 rapidly
aged us these seem to havt done {n those
tew years.,” The advaatagead( flylag from
e bad air of the town, and Evelling in the
bracing air of hieczy hillsides 'ﬁ, we fear, but
dearly purchused if the means ve take to got
there e 50 dis 1itrrus,—CASSTLL'S MAGAZINE.

v NGVFRER SuporinG-Brans.—Conteary
o the general uapectation of astro‘gﬁ"_gor.s,
ihe Yot ember stae shower way xell,. g I
Bngland, The display Iaste2 ontil 4 o*

. e

"o end 39 ceqge M F L,
:'x\;;!ly" pefofo middight. Tne fispley wag |
aiconell seen in Axperi’ca,_ at;abuub 11 o'clocks
local time, . payresponding  (for “the easterm)
Fparts of the Unitell Stated) " $he hopr at
which the display, céased in ﬁxdland, The
visiblility of the digfray; after gll Aliat.hed
bean predictéd by adimesornets, ;_\;ﬁees.;_w
show thiat we are not nesfly, fo mglg’l’éinm:}:
ted with the Labitudes of the metiffto systim,
as we had imagindd oussclves 24Pbo; - Jrob-
ably many years will elapde bothe me whall
be able to predict “the rkeragter oad exfert
of an approaching shower, andlie places at
which it wil be visibie,

The majority of the metcors seen in 1868
were orange, but & lew pregen.cd & bluigh

i

light.
At e

T4 Carreeize. n paper is a1 Qudodistbuts
to print ovo to plense every body gmd. the reet
of maakind, is no < 1all nndertahing. Those.
who find fault with every little- itet  wwhichs
‘does not snix their leas of rightand: vawdg,
aliould buy typo and publish au srgan ofthain
own. Let them trylt for & whilgrand if o
don't get some new {ilens on thY subijedt, fares

18 nokegnal In practice to the s portancs
ailtached to it in theory, aou tien adds
some readoud of (ho row ana WAy 8ys.
tem,” in wdiition to Lhore nhict we bave
tormaerly given, and which necemarily re-
ault from 1be n3e of a planter orrnill. He
states in subatnuce, that whila thr ploogh-
hyg of the sod s going ou. whith Jhasld
Lo e with a strony teatn, &Kaaer Lomth
may be amployed 0 yazrow thy frulbly
turoen exrth ns fast as ench * land " i
completed, and the cora planter fellow im-
mediately uiter. Thie obviates ®o neces
sity of waiting Uil the whole fiell is com-

TEZongway, 3nd, ueald 1OL6 b

in the.

Afalr a l.ttie while ago.

der yer say, old faller ™

take whirky, Cdiza ; taln’t more's feir yer

“TnnreasnIxo Tou FELLOW's Orr"

A SCENE ON THE MISSISSIPPI

—

ped and took another boat
Ou this Yoot wad o molatte wan- who had
been an drderly sergept fo the Ky
and wad quité intellighnt, ‘anq givesds Bos-
tob Man a great deal of isidrmatjon ahout
the battlo of Fort Hddson, ' The maté abus-
e all the men, and wis gonstantly pulling
them &bout and cofeing  them in a
most dlsgusting manfier. AL, last  from
-sone nozlect of duty or fisiiute®o compre:
bend his commeants, thc mate got eXiediog -
ly sngry with tae molatte, ayd telzing »
:in‘do: u.a;lt\r filled c‘lmu 2lagz an *alphi of
n ioch thiek, raieed it (o atfi myhi
rhesdatler o, lrell 14h hlper 5;5?' o ybitto

.the Bostun man, antreal®d tho mate not to
strike hita ‘“wid dat ginse” Thé moate rnah-
L ad at hinr ike demoon, aud-wilk obe stroke
gmashod Lhe sash aud glueg over the wifend-
-ing man's head, cutting Linga gnshes in his
chuvka and forehead, aid randerieg him for
a moment rengeloss, Tle mate again lifzed
the remnant of-the sash over his hend i
anotler blow, when the:Bostdn mon caught
the gash from Uebind, sayiogat tie swme
time, cooly 2

“Don't yousatrike that:mano

“Who n the Jdevil aro ¢
screamed thg aigrywian.

“No malter 4 dos)t you: stlie (hat man
again.'’”

“By———LHahoet'h—+] omt of you, veu
~——," gaid tie mete, pulling out bis res
volver and shiaking.sy intho face oftha Bos-
ton nish. :

“You koow, sir, that yor dare not shoot
me,” sald the latter poolly, *so put up Jour
ravglver.”
By this time a crowd bad gathered around
AL ushont him," Ysheot, him,” echoed on
B¥er¥-.de, The Bosjenmian lexrned,after-

flﬁ};é%oﬁ'}ﬁfﬁ wag not & Northera man

uShoot him, _
claimed a littls 8LT7

ain”
yoa? almost

— orl wil,” ex-
crowd. man.on oneside of the
alet’s all have 8 hec. Shi
other, and in an indtant no M gald ap-
pistols or revgjvers wore-displatima twelve
«e's g cussed Yankealknaw -
Hod down here preschin’ 'mslmvhiq._
among the niggers. Shoot lim, yuaten

-wiil.
we‘%vg_ ho, 40 ho,- soeered tho Yankee,

whaet, I guess, !
.‘.&kes' tw‘%lve Southernera to shcot 013 uu-
armed Yoaokee."”

This get them on siro, :
low cocked hiarevolver, Raying:

and one buly fel-
If the

B o

" -, vy et oo
" trnef'thed &ady, Who ¥ .. oviQedtly of
! Northarn birth, camn ip to the crowd, and

putting ont Lotk of her index fingerd toward
them, made unawfal scowl, and ex¢lamed :

{18.h-p-m-8, e-h-s-m-e ou you. Twalve
stout men attack an onarmed man with re-
volvers | Shamsa, slame.” .

All of the party, Including the mate, -
gan to look sheepish, and a3 the caplain
crmo rasblog up to the =pot, they slunk
awavr. Themate, howaver, mutterad some-
thing about «geelag hls man again”

The lady had disappeared in the mean-
time, otherwise onr Boston men might have
Loen indneed to marry ber on the rgot.

When the evccitemeant had somewhat ahat-
ed, the captain asked the Bo-ten man
nhat was tha matter.

Tt wns explainnd to Litn, togaticr teith
the haformation that s eomplaint would be
lodged a~alnst thu asanilania at tho gext
mnning.  Thia intormation wes communi-
¢aiad doubtless to them, for, afrer supper
ona came up Lo the Bozton y1an sud ofiered
ki hand, garing ¢

“Giranwer, na klad o’ shamaed o’ that era
Como, come, w:t'e
lickar, ord cali, "ol o druw gams, Vhal

‘4 dop't «irlnk” snid the Yankyo.
*Well, take gnthin or other,e .d awe'll all

At Helean, Ark, the Boeton man stop-
for .Fozt Pilluw

ral army

tthipea have ci:anged sicee the war, BoLie-
e Now, gentlemen, I 80a it

mate wag & —i covard, he W9 no’
O e P 4 )

Ox Birps axp INsgors.

e,

'I‘herg la much that s sentimenta] ang
apractive In the numerous EBS8Y8 npon
birdg i_mﬂ 1msects found in cnr fashionatla
magazines and uewepapers. Farmers and
borticultnristas—the countryare informed
hy theeo parlo™ genlsmen in citles, v.-ho'
write essays, (Bat the race of birds ig gl
mest extivet, owing to the *' ruthlesg war ’
waged upon them by aaid farmecs and fruit-
ralsers; and,in conaequence, grabs, worins,
oaterpillars, fhes, hus, and ote., lavgidy.
vaded the land, and {ocreased z¢ l'earmll_y
Liat thay are canng up Overy groen thin "
Ong of these **bir¢ and insvef” &sn’yis%s'
Informs wa, that in a mornivg ride intg the
**guburbs,” he nbticed. that the soll-of 15
liglds was *perfuiated, rodted np, horigy
ool {prababiy restilting from §96 agrin

hogn o, K O 4
ruelfnl"’ft’J g Sop o RS Oy, “Ehu Gtnersy

shaoting the mris, whioh, if let alope,
whul L 2ave enlen up all these mies, bugn,
wore:s, ond snakes. The old threadbara
story ia tol emnin and again, how poe of
the iearned Cambridgo professors tamed o
robiy, soveral yeoars .o, sud founi the
littlebird so voraclous, that ho was com-
sweller to take a large troop of boys into
hig‘etaploy to forage for sarthwarms, bugs,
flies, caterpiilars, elc., to supply 18 capac-
10us mew. The praciical conelusion to ho
drann from thiz important robin experi-
tivent I8 alwaya Aesonted in 3 mathomwti~
cal way, 10 be ritt, oul-under the otd-
tasldoned ¢ ral¥¥T¥ires. ' If ong robin
will eut " thres polnds of raw worms in
twenty-four hours, how meny pounds will
otie hundred robina gat " Threo hundred
poands, corteinly:. (Well, lhen,” **if qne
haodred rabing will eat three bundred
poynds of worms and inscets in twenty-
font hours, how many robiLs witl jt tuke to
eat'Jill tho worma and insccts which
swy  -poq the earth andin the air?" A
sati hiclory anawer lo-this latler guestion
requices consideration; in fast, we do not
well gea how it can be goswered at sli, ug-.
lesa gsmna of our m fne writers will be
kil suongh to tel just how many
poends of werma, insects, grubs, catarpil-
lurg, ote., Lharo aro ia she world.

AR S——

GR CENTRAL ROUTE

CER

arain 18C0,
T

LTI
A L Rt P (e Ty

EAT

The m. nigan Gentral Railroads

Fc' LY 3 —_
ir Lapres; Train, Taily, between  Dofrait
ad Ghicago, .

The ~ o
most d.rect route East and el

o TTAIN Wron

Lenve Detrott, jArr, Jackson A:rl.\i'a‘zb
6.33 AL M. 10.20 A.3t. T40e, ]

940 A . il:55 AL . 8:00 p. x.
6.00 p. N, 9:35 p, M. G.30 &, M.
9:30 P. 1, 12:20 A, u, 9:00 &, w.

TRAINS EAST.

Leave Chicago |Arr. Jackaon JArr. Detroit

5.00 &, M. 2:25 p. M, G:05 r.oum
8:00 A, e, 3:48.p. M. €30 r, x
5:15 p. w. 1:10 a. M, 345 A, M.
9:00 ., 3, QPB A m. B:00 AL M.

_Pullmaw’s 1‘ulir."c3".h$feeping Cers on all
n'ghu traine,  Zadies! cars on Day Express
East and Wesc. .,
1L I. S\RGENT, Gen’l Sup'i Chicago,
WK, AUIR, Ass"t Sup't Detraat,

J"ACK%ON, LANSING € R20GINAW
RAILRAD, April 5th, 1869,
\EW ROUTH TO TH:
ALY & LUMBER REGION
oF THE
£aginawy Valley!
1RAINS NORTU,

.~ - -
. *7PThe fojlowing iacs wo End Hoating
abept 6nrhe ses of pswspaperdom. Wapub-
lSheth for the bomedt -of those to whom

:ﬂ?’lﬁde, ¥l fack may tlmok ‘us for}
ﬂ" Rt a »

Yo chewers of that noxious \-eed
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It would be next to impossible to
estimate the number of hours put into
preparing this centennial edition of The
Record, Suffice it to say that it has been in
the works for two years and represents a
“labor of love” more than a contractual
obligation. In the case of the history on The
Record’s founder, Samuel Little, research has
been underway for the past six years. The
resulting history on Little represents but a
small portion of the material gathered about
him and his newspaper.

Major credits for this edition must go to
the dozens of residents and former residents
of Northville who have so graciously
permitted us to reproduce their treasured old
pictures and, in many instances, have supplied
us with information concerning the pictures
and history in general.

While production of a centennial
newspaper edition is in itself unusual, this
particular edition is unique in other ways,
too. Most significant of these has been the
attempt to use as many as possible of the
original histories written about the
community and printed in The Record during
the past 100 years. Rather than rewrite these
histories, we have reproduced the originals —
with few changes.

One of these histories, for example, was
written by David Clarkson, an orphan who
came to Northville as a boy with the Dunlap
Jamily early in the 1800’s. His recollections,
we believe, are far more authentic than

“hand-me-down” information that might have
been put together in a newly written history.
Furthermore, through his history today’s
reader is provided a closer link to the past.

Also, throughout this edition the reader
will find stories that have been reproduced in
part or in their entirety as they originally
appeared in The Record.

This centennial edition is produced in
six sections. This “A’’ section covers the
history of The Record and its owners over the
past 100 years; section “B” covers in-depth
histories of Northville churches with lesser
attention to other churches within the
circulation area of The Record; section ‘“‘C”
covers general history of Northville and the
surrounding area; section “D” concerns the
histories of schools and government; section
“E” includes histories of past businesses and
industries and information relative to today’s
businesses and industries; and finally, section
“F” contains histories of local clubs and
organizations.

By publishing the edition in sections we
hope to have served for better harmony in
your home. While mother reads one section,
father can read another, and the children still
others.

Finally, this special edition has been
produced in smaller than regular Record size
S0 it can be saved and used more readily for
future reference. Save your copy — who
knows, it may be useful for The Record’s
200th birthday.

./4£ouf Our COUGI'J....

Each of the covers of the six
individual sections of this special edition
have been designed to represent the old
and new of our community.

Section “A’ shows an old linotype
machine, a great improvement over the
even older method of setting words in
metal type — that has since been
discontinued at The Record and type is
now set on IBM typesetting computers
such as shown in the second picture.

Section “B” shows a print of an old
church contrasted with a drawing of the
proposed new Northville Methodist
Church which is to be built near Eight
Mile and Taf* roads.

Section “C”, which covers general
history, contains a photograph of an old
Northville home while the larger picture

shows one of the community’s new
subdivision streets, Grace Court.

Section “D” shows an old drawing of
one of Northville’s first schools — the old
“stone school” that once stood on
Hutton near Dunlap, while the color
picture shows Northville’s 10-year-old
high school and the city’s water tower in
the background.

Section “E” contains a picture of the
condensory plant once located here off
Base Line, while the newer picture is of
the Ford Valve Plant located at Main and
Griswold streets.

Represented in the smaller picture
on the cover of section “F” is the
emblem of the Masonic order — oldest
still active organization in Northville. The
other picture represents some of the
organizations that exist today.,
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A newspaper
lives to be old
hy staying young.

“ At the Free Press, we get a hig charge out of young
ideas, That’s how we gol to be 138 years old.

_ ldeas like SpectaColor turn us on. We were the first
to use it in Michigan—and ever since have run
more editorial SpectaColor than any other news-
'naper in the United States. We get a lot of
exercise answering the phone and. running down
answers for ‘‘Action Line,” still going strong as
the hottest reader involvement idea ever to hit
Michigan. -Our lively Sunday magazine, ‘‘Detroit,”

was another sharp idea. Saturday Review called -
it ‘““a well-edited and handsomely designed
section that ranks with the best.”
in 1968, our editorial efforts were recognized
with two Pulitzer Prizes. And earlier this
year, we received the coveted Uriversity of
Missouri honor award for distmguished
~ seryice in journalism, '
We've always been proud of the fact that we're the oidest
newspaper in Michigan. But we're no longer the only
100-year-old newspaper in Wayne CGounty. Now the - :
Northville Record joins us in this exclusive century ¢lub—
and we couldn’t be more delighted. 1t’s like watching a
young brother come of age, we printed the first editions
of the Record right here at the Free Press.

Vetvoit HFree iltcss
138 years yuung
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A Determined Young Sam Little ‘
Launches ‘The Record’- 1869

Samuel Harkins Little, founder of
the 100-year-old Northville Record,
was one of Northville’s most ambitious
inhabitants. Yet, but for the newspaper
that survives today, little real evidence
remains to prove that he succeeded in
life or, indeed, that he even lived and
died.

The Northville Record may be his
only epitaph.

While certification of his marriage
exists, his birth is unrecorded, the state
does not acknowledge his death, and
no Michigan cemetery has been found
that claims his body. Only one close
relative, a niece of Plymouth, survives.
And no other can say with certainty
that they knew the man.

Of necessity, then, most of his
story must be taken from the pages of
the newspaper he founded a century
ago.
Sam Little was 23 years old, a
clerk in a Northville store, when he
launched his single sheet newspaper. He
had neither the printing know-how nor
the financial means necessary for
newspapering — only a few promises of
financial support from local merchants
and the driving enthusiasm of youth.
He had attended schoot in Milford and
Northville, apparently had done fairly
well in English classes, had a beautiful
hand, was familiar with the Detroit
newspapers then circulated in
Northville, and obviously must have
had some gift of mechanics.

The latter probably was passed
down to him from his father, a crippled
miller of litile wealth who operated
Argo Mills that stood at the “foot of
Main Street,” west of the railroad
depot near what is now the intersection
of Cady Street and Park Drive.

Edward Little was born in Belfast,
Ireland in 1812. For six years, between
his 12th and 18th birthdays, he lived
and worked in the castle of Lord
Donagall, then a member of the House
of Lords and prominent figure in Irish
nobility. Upon leaving the castle, he
apprenticed for five years in the Belfast
flouring mills where he lost the fingers
of his left hand in the millworks.

[n 1842, at the age of 30, he
married Rosetta Harkins, 24, and three
years later with his wife and
two-year-old son, Sam, emigrated to
Canada. They lived only briefly in
Canada, soon moving to Rochester,
New York, later to Oswego, New York,
and then in order to Elgin, Clinton, and
St. Charles, llinois. By 1850, after
three years in nearby Milford, the
Little family made a permanent home
in Northville.

For Sam’s father, the three years
in Milford probably were spent as a
miller. Tt was there that he acquired
sufficient money to purchase a family
grave plot.

The Littles had at least three sons
and twin daughters. A year younger
than Sam, William James was bom
Junc 24, 1845 in Canada. An
infantryman in the Civil War, William
married Rose Howland in Oakland
County on March 10, 1875. They had

four children, all born in Northville.
Only one of the four survives — closest
living relative of the Record’s founder
— Mrs. Frank Dunn, a widow who lives
at 503 Ann Street, Plymouth.

The twin daughters of the Littles
were Libbie and Minnie. The latter
married George Medlar, moved to
Grand Rapids and later to Oklahoma.
Libbie married Frank Allen and they
eventually moved to Webster, New
York. They and their families, if any,
are unknown to present day residents
of Northville,

The third son, youngest of the
children, Andrew J., was bom
November 29, 1859 in Northville or
Milford (Northville, according to his
death certificate, and Milford,
according to the obituary in the
December 1, 1933 edition of The
Milford Times) and became probably
the wealthiest and certainly the most
prominent of all of the children. His
wife, Rose, was killed in an automobile
accident in 1934, and their only child,
Mrs. Elizabeth Bushnell, a Detroit
librarian, died in 1964.

There may have been other
children of the senior Littles because
the family plot in Milford’s Oak Grove
Cemetery contains a one-year-old boy,
Robert, and two girls, Julia, 4, and Eva,
16.

The family plot does not contain
the bodies of the twins, William or
Sam. The twins probably died in
Oklahoma and New York; William is
buried in the rear of Cady Street
cemetery here; and Sam’s grave remains
a mystery.

Perhaps the greatest asset of the
would-be publisher was his young wife
— the former Alfretta F. (Etta) Brown,
whom he married on February 1, 1868
in a simple Detroit ceremony before
Justice of Peace Timothy McCarthy.
She and her stepfather, Josiah Wilkins,
probably lived above the store in which
Sam clerked somewhere on Center
Street, After their marriage the young
couple moved into a small apartment
and eventually to a house on “Prospect
Hill.” Evidence suggests that Prospect
Hill became known as Buckner’s Hill,
now the site of Eastlawn Convalescent
Home just south of the high school.

Northville in 1869 was many hours
distance from Detroit. Surrounded by
tree-shrouded farms, clinging to the
sides and crowns of hills, and linked to
the ‘outside world’ by but a few
narrow dirt roads, it was by necessity a
self-sustaining community.

Travel to Detroit normally
required two days time. The traveler
took a buggy to Plymouth, transferred
to a stage from Plymouth to Wayne,
and at Wayne boarded an east bound
train for the final leg into Detroit. By
the time he completed his business in
Detroit it was too late to return (night
travel was uncommon) so normally he
took a hotel room and returned the
following morning.

Travel from Northville to
Plymouth was 50-cents, with an equal
amount due for the stage from

‘The Record may be his
only epitaph . . J
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SAMUEL HARKINS LITTLE, FIRST RECORD PUBLISHER

Plymouth to Wayne. In September,
1869, a significant improvement in

-travel took place when Henry Cortrite

of Plymouth introduced a stage direct
from Northville to Wayne, enabling the
traveler to go to Detroit and back the
same day.

By November, 1869, two stages
left Northville daily, at 4:30 a.m. and
2:30 p.m., arriving in Wayne at 11 a.m.
and 10:30 p.m. Round trip fare was
$2. Jim Millar drove the team.

Northville in 1869 had a score of
businesses and industries — a fact that
amazed visitors who, because of the
community’s seclusion, expected to
find little more than rolling farms and a
few homes. Three churches were
already well established, a high school
had just graduated its first senior class
(one student), and the hum of factories
and mills filled the air.

Main and Center streets, which at
that time still rippled over the original
hillocks traversed by the first settlers
40 years earlier, were lined with frame
buildings — mostly one-story clapboard
structures that belied the affluence of
many of the businessmen. Boardwalks
hugged the store fronts, pitching
downward to a cobbled drainage
ditches at the edge of the dirt
thoroughfare. Large trees shaded the
two “downtown’ streets, especially
near Hutton, Wing, Dunlap and Cady
street intersections.

[t was in this setting that Sam
Little, with the encouragement of his
young wife, launched his newspaper.
With cheap handset type, he put
together the first metal ncwspaper

pages in his home and carefully loaded
them aboard a wagon for the trip to
Detroit, where the pages were ‘struck
off” on presses in the Detroit Free Press
office.

The first, four-page edition of The
Record, dated July 15, 1869,
contained a few local items about the
people of the community, several small
local ads and advertising liners, an
ample amount of boiler plate, and a
salutatory by the young publisher.

Of that beginning, Little wrote at
the conclusion of the first year:

“With this issue expires Volume
First of the Wayne County Record.
Just a year ago our little sheet made its
appearance under many disadvantages,
hardly venturing when one issue came
out, to give any assurance that another
would ever be seen. Our ‘forms’ were
then carted to Wayne, thence by cars
(train) to Detroit being a continual fear
least some railroad employee, or other,
should drop the whole thus making a
‘pie’ for us that would neither have
proved well flavored or palatable.”

Fifty-eight years later, during
Northville’s centennial, Andrew Little
reminisced:

“We used to set the type here and
have them printed in the Free Press
office. Then the papers were brought
out here and put in the post office. |
remember one time we were bringing
the forms home on a load of lumber.
We had gotten down near where the
Yerkes Mill is now located (now the
Ford Valve Plant parking lot area), and
the lumber began to slip off the wagon,

See ‘A Struggte,” Page 6-A
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WILLIAM LITTLE

LIBBIE LITTLE

MINNIE LITTLE

~ o —

ANDREW LITTLE

A Struggle to Survive in Early Days

Continued from Page 5-A

Well, the story is simply this, we spent
the next two weeks picking the type
out of the mud.”

Sam elaborated on December 24,
1870:

“We commenced the year 1870,
five months after the first issue of the
Record — under very unauspicious
circumstances; within the precincts of a
small rocm, at our residence, which
contained all in one — sanctorum,
editorial and composing rooms. mailing
and press departments (although to tel}
the truth, the latter department existed
only in name as we were minusa press
at the time). Our paper. then 2
five-column folio, the forms of which
were staged (o Detroit and bach
regularly every (wo weeks, had but 4

limited number or subscribers, relymg,
—

mainly, upon the occasional
appearance of a ‘job’ (stationery,
handbills, etc.) for its support.”

Sam and his wife struggled to
survive, literally. They gladly accepted
coal, kindling, apples, freshly
butchered meat, live chickens —
anything in exchange for printing.
They accepted invitations for supper
cagerly, and they were delighted with
the occasional gifts left at their home.

To supplement his meager earnings
in publishing the newspaper, Sam sold
subscriptions to the Detroit Tribunc,
took orders for sewing machines, and
wrote lyrics tor songs. The latter
included “‘Angels Guard Your
Treasures There,” a melancholy song
aboui a mother’s dead child, with
music “by Michigan’s best composer

and pianist, M. H. McChesney.” Copies
of the music and song were available
for 30<ents.

Sam’s brother, ‘Andy’ was but 10
years oid in those first months of The
Record but he assisted as a “printer’s
devil.

Annual subscription to the first
Records, which did not begin
publishing weekly until several years
later, cost $1.50. Ads sold at $5 for the
first six lines, $1 for each succeeding
line. Legal notices were mserted for
cight-cents per line, and notices of
marriage and death were published for
50<ents each.

In March, 1870 Little moved the
newspaper office I'rom his home to the
sccond floor of a frame building on
Main Street. Most evidence points to an

—

old frame building that stood at the
northeast corner of Main and Center
streets. This building purportedly was
the first frame store building
constructed in Northville. Litile in
1870 wrote that L.G.N. Randolph
operated a business beneath the Record
office. And in 1872 he said he was
forced to move because of the lack of
space and an ever present fire hazari,
from the second floor office in tne
“Williams Block.”

Randolph, by one account,
operated the town’s first drug store —
but Record ads show that Dr. H. 1.
Jackson, a dentist who specialized in
“artificial teeth on vulcanized rubber,”
aiso operated a drug store at this tune
i partnership with E. S. Horton,

See ‘Railroad.” Page 7-A
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Best Wishes for yvour Continued Success

BEARD NEWSPRINT & WAREHOUSE CO., INC.
8735-61 Fulton Street ® Detroit, Michigan 48209 e phone: (313) 842-2066

Supplier of FIRST QUALITY NEWSPRINT.

Manufacturers of

Dural Aluminum Stereotype Chases
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F. S. NEAL (right) AND EMPLOYEES STAND IN FRONT OF OPERA HOUSE WHERE RECORD WAS PUBLISHED

Son Recalls Newspaper Days

W
;jl. By FRED WARNER NEAL my son, Frank S. Neal II, gave a similar thereafter. Governor - 1 think it was Alexander
b The Northville Record is a part of ~answer, a young friend spoke up and The recollections in my mind of Groesbeck — who came at deadline
8 said: “The correct answer is a  my dad at The Record are confined to  time, had to cool his heels in an outer
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my earliest memories and for many
years was an intimate part of my life. [
am indeed pleased to write a few lines
for its one hundredth anniversary.

It was about 1918 when I learned
the answer to my first conundrum:
“What is black and white and re(a)d all
over?” The answer was The Northville
Record. Quite a few years later, when

Neal Purchases

Oldest Building

SEPT. 25, 1908 — One of the
oldest, if not the oldest, buildings in
town that for years did duty at the
corner of Center and Main streets has
been purchased and remodeled by Mr.
Neal and will, commencing next week,
be occupied by the Record Printing
Plant as its permanent home.

The present quarters in the Opera
House has been occupied by Mr. Neal

Manufacturing Company, owncd by A.
C. Balden and Frank Shafer, for the
manufacture of their machines, an
industry which gives promise of
considerable importance.

newspaper.” “No it isn’t either,”
responded Frank. “The answer is The
Northville Record.” He was right, of
oourse.

[ doubt if Frank, who is now
nearly 17 years old, has ever seen a
copy of the newspaper over which his
grandfather presided for more than a
third of its existence, but [ am pleased
that he knows about it and understands
that it became, under his grandfather’s
direction, journalistically respectable
and politically powerful, with influence
far beyond the confines of Northville.

It is principally of F. S. Neal and
his long connection with The Record
that I want to write, but I am
handicapped. My father’s editorship of
The Record ceased in the early 1920’s,
when he sold it to E. E. Brown of
Dundee. I was very young at the time.
Having roamed the precincts of The
Record Office (in my family we spoke
all three words together, with capital
letters) almost before I began to walk

no doubt — [ simply never recognized
the change in ownership, especially as
we continued to own the building and
my father kept an office there, with his
rolled top desk, for some time

glimpses of him pecking at his
old-fashioned typewriter and,
shirt-sleeved, helping feed the big press.
An endless procession of political
leaders trooped to Northville to see
him, and — [ was later told — the

office until the presses had started
rolling. Among the visitors to The
Record Office I remember was Henry
Ford, who had an interest, along with
my father, in what were then called

See ‘White’, Page 16-A

24800 Novi Road

349-4800

To our friends and

neighbors, we wish
every suceess.

6 for about sixteen years and will now be
of occupied by the Ideal Milking Machine  — with something of a proprietary air, R ﬂl[NfJ

Novi, Michigan




. . w .
.- L ®

William
Continued from Page 15-A

“old time dances.”

My father died in 1928, when I
was 13. It was the first absolute
tragedy in my life. We were very close
—1 idolized him — and I am sure that it
was my mother saying “Daddy would
have liked it” that oriented me to an
early career — begun on The Record —
in journalism. Whether he would have
liked it or not, I have never been sure,
since his advice was always to study
law.

I have no recoliection of my father
as being especially “modest™; he simply
never indicated to me that anything he
had done was of especial significance. I
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knew he was ‘“‘an important man” —
indeed, as a boy this sometimes caused
me embarrassment and I often went to
extremes — perhaps unsuccessfully —
to avoid the possibility that anybody
would think I was “showing off.” My
parents were very strict about this, and
I was chargrined that I had to call all
adults “mister,” whether it was John
Scipio, the sole Negro then living in
Northville, who hauled ashes, or one of
the local drunks.

My father had a great affection for
his home town. and he helped it and its
citizens in many ways. There used to
be a *Frank S. Neal Club,” composed
of former Northville boys in prominent

)

‘Thy Life Shall
Be Long . .

A SONNET TO
NORTHVILLE RECORD
by the Rev. Luther Lee, D.O.

Dear Record, if true to thy trust,
Firm for the right, never unjust,

Thy life shall be long:
New friends shall rise up-by the way,
And wider and wider thy sway.

And thou shalt grow strong.

Use ever a sharp pointed pen,
Spare never the vices of men,
At folly ne’er wink:
Throw broadly the sheen of thy light,
Put error and falsehood to flight,
The foe never blink.

Speak loud for the poor and forlorn,
The cause of the weak never scorn,

Be faithful and true;
The erring turn thou from their way,
Be guide to the feet gone astray,

To all give their due.

Intemperance condemn asa foe,

For drunkards have sorrow and woe,
It bringeth to harm:

Tell men if they drink they will fall,

It conquers the great and the small,
O sound the alarm!

Dear Record, this sonnet record.
With honest and hearty accord.
And sing it by deed;
Twill add to thy might in the strife,
Twill lengthen the days of thy life,
To triumph will lead.
January 12,1872

painting , we have just
the paint for it.

..... and it might

not need paint again for
another hundred years

STRICKER PAINT PRODUCTS
NOVI, MICHIGAN.

government and business positions who
had been helped by my father to get
their start. They exchanged a special
kind of cuff links. When I was growing
up somebody once told me that it was
my father who was responsible for the
creation of an independent Northville
township, separate from Plymouth. I
thought this was ridiculous — for one
thing, I couldn’t imagine Northville
being attached to Plymouth in any
way. Later I found it was true.

It was only after my father’s
death, really, that I learned what a
great power in the community and in
the state he was. Actually, his influence
was even wider. I remember William
Allen White, the famous Kansas editor,
telling me at the 1936 Republican
Convention that “Michigan politics
never made any sense except when
Frank Neal explained it.” The editor of
the Charlotte Observer — whose name 1
forgot — he is now dead, of course —
once told me: “Your dad ran a fine
newspaper. Of all the papers I get here
every week, I always used to look at
The Northville Record first. There
never is any doubt about what its
position was.”

My father did have some
important ideas about journalism,
which I think are good ones. One was
that he thought the newspaper should
take a clear stand on public issues in its
editorial columns, regardless of what
anybody thought, but should keep

opinions altogether out of its news
columns. Another was that the news
columns should treat everybody alike.
Appropos of this, I remember once
setting our bathroom on fire smoking
‘“cubebs” — a kind of non-tobacco
cigarette one could buy at the drug
store. My father, now no longer
running The Record, insisted that I go
down and tell Mr. Brown, then the
editor, how the fire started. I was
terribly relieved when Mr. Brown
didn’t print anything at all on the
Neal’s fire.

The journalistic end of things
didn’t interest me while my father was
editor of The Record. Among the
many Northville people who helped
bring me up, as it were, were the
Perkinses, who presided over The
Record’s print shop for most all of my
father’s long tenure and for years
thereafter. It was Mr. Perkins who
taught me to “throw in” — a now-lost
technique of putting type back in the
cases after it was used, and who took
care of me and didn’t “‘tell” when I got
sick after smoking his pipe. His elder
son Pete — just back from World War I
— taught me to play the snare drum,
and his younger son Frank was
probably my first hero.

After Mr. Brown took over the
paper — and later when he sold it to
Elton Eaton — I continued to hang
around The Record Office — often

See ‘Fires’, Page 18-A

Journalist Returns
To ‘Home’ Newspaper

MAY 27, 1959 — Anold friend of
The Northville Record stopped in for a
chat last week.

He is V. V. McNitt, president of
the McNaught Syndicate and
president-editor of The Southbridge
Evening (Mass.) News.

The 78-year-old journalist, who
started in newspaper work with The
Record, lives in New York. He is in
Michigan to confer special honors on
members of the University of Michigan
journalism department.

Each year McNitt presents
McNaught awards to U-M journalism
students outstanding in senior and
graduate work, reporting and editorial
writing,

McNitt, who was graduated from
Northville High School in 1898 when
Donald C. Bliss was principal, started
his newspaper career as a printer’s devil
at The Record. Frank S. Neal was
publisher of The Record at that time.

After college McNitt switched to
the editorial side of newspaper work.
In 1910 with the Central Press
Association at Cleveland. In 1916, he
was invited to set up a syndicate for
The New York Evening Mail.

In 1921 he established the
McNaught Syndicate, which today
carries such features as Joe Palooka,
Mickey Finn and Dixie Dugan.

Despite his age, McNitt still is
active directing the operation of his
daily newspaper.

50050 W. Seven Mile Rd.

Foreman Orchards

Growers of Fine Fruits

Has grown with Northville for 64 years & is still going strong.

Established
1905

Northvilie
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The Railroad— An Editorial Favorite
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Continued from Page 6-A

postmaster. Dr. Jackson also sold the
first issues of The Record. The latter
building is said to have been located at
the southeast corner of Main and
Center.

Two months after the first issue of
The Record appeared, editor Little
began advertising for a press in hopes
the ad would be noticed by exchange
newspapers: “Wanted: at this office, a
second-hand Washington Press, suitable
for printing a six column paper.”

Early in 1870 a “press fund” was
started by prominent citizens of the
community to raise money for the
pewspaper’s first press. By February
Little announced, “We are happy to
state that, through the kind assistance
of many of the citizens of this place,
we shall undoubtedly be able to secure
our press before the next issue of our
paper... And furthermore, we intend

‘Repeatedly, he sent
up puffs of smoke

for a railroad . . .

very soon to cnlarge our sheet one
column...”

Then, with a burst of pride, he
wrote a month later:

“The (Hoe) press arrived last
Saturday and is now in good working
order. As a sample of what may be
done on it, our readers need but glance
on this number of the Record which
was printed on it last Wednesday, and
be termed a fair specimen of its work.

“It is also our intention to add
another column on each side, making
an addition of four columns to the
paper, which will give us much more
space for reading matter and
advertisements. When we do this, we
will also make a change in the form of
the paper, having the local items and

b

the publicity of our office and its
meager supply of printing material for
public view, we felt pretty much like
exclaiming with a diminutive person at
a rival of religion, who, when asked
forward, replied, “It’s no use; there
isn’t enough of me for a show.”

Continuing: “The paper was now
enlarged to six columns — its present
size — new type and other necessary
stock purchased, as increasing
patronage would permit, and with the
assistance of our “other half” and a
young lady compositor ... we were
better able to give the paper an
appearance of life and enterprise,
which not only placed it in a position
comparing favorably with other state
journals, and receiving from many of
them request to exchange, but also
brought us many commendations, from
far and near.”

On March 19, 1870, Little’s little
paper was expanded from five columns
to six, and on April 2, 1870, The
Record carried beneath the *‘flag”
(name plate) the motto, “Our Aim —
The People’s Welfare!”

On December 24, 1870 the name
of The Record changed from The
Wayne County Record to The
Northville Record.

Generally speaking, editorials
written by Little were
non-controversial. However,
occasionally, he did strike out in
opposition to or defense of some cause.
For example, in April of 1870, he
staunchly supported continued use of
the Bible in schools. On another
subject, he wrote in February of the
same year:

““The question of admitting
women to the State University (U-M),
has been a subject agitated for years,
and ’til but recently by many, has been
deemed an event that never could
occur. Now, however, that all obstacles
have been removed, and the same
advantages offered to women as are

Happy Anniversary
toa great

extended to the male portion of our
state, the parties opposed to the

community newspaper.

instead of the outside as heretofore.”

|
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i general home news on the inside,
|
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B Recalling the hardships and the  o.cure ‘including many of the press
5 ) ) . s s ) | .
4 blessings of his 18 months as publisher, . coming over to the victorious side, You ve Contrlbuted a lot

Little wrote on Christmas Eve, 1870:

“Under such disadvantages we
labored until about the last of March,
when, through the kind intervention of
a number of our leading citizens of this
village and vicinity, a subscription was
raised, a Hoe hand press bought, upon
the arrival of which, we took up our
quarters downtown, where, considering

heartily approving the movement as
one of Michigan’s noblest acts.

“We know of no reason why our
sisters and daughters should not enjoy
equally with our brothers and sons in
all that pertains to the elevation of
their intellectual qualities...”

Perhaps the most frequent subject
for his editorials during these early
years — and the most successful — was
the railroad. Repeatedly, he sent up
puffs of smoke for a railroad through
Northville, editorially praising the men
who were actively working towards
that goal.

Any little obstacle angered him,
such as in his March 18, 1871 editorial
when, commenting on persons who
refused to sell land for the railroad or
who demanded “extreme high” prices,
he said: “Far better to take less for our
land, or lose our ‘current patches’ than
to linger another 40 years without any
perceptible change in either population
or size.”
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His editorials grew a little flowery FEDERAL-MOGUL CORPORATION

at times: (Apr. 29, 1871): “Only those
experiencing them can realize the
disadvantages of living in a village in
the interior, without a railroad.
C & ; Isolated and lost as it were to the
: ' outside world, with no mode of
: . traveling except through the old RS
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And Then the Train Finally Arrives

Continued from Page 7-A

offered by a lumbering stage coach, at
10 cents per mile.

“Surely one could not be censured
were he to exhibit symptoms of
insanity as he views the smoke of the
engine, and hears the shrill whistle of
the locomotive, while fast laying the
tracks to his home. To him it seems
more like the realization of a dream;
the fulfillment of a prophecy wherein
were doubis and misgivings.

“Many there are in our own town,
who. a few years ago, would have had
as much expectations of seeing King
Solomon of old in our midst, as a
railroad...”

On April 1, 1871, The Record
carried a news item about the progress
of the railroad:

“R. R. work is active here also.
The big cut will be finished about June
15th, and the embankment on the
‘Pennel Marsh® (near the Griswold
Road overpass) in about five weeks.
Only about 22 rods of the Ilatter
remains undone with the average height
of seven feet. In Mr. M. Lally’s contract
of nine miles there are now 100 men,

besides drivers, and 40 teams all
vigorously at work under his
superintendency.

May 13, 1871: “As is well
known to those acquainted to this
locality, the H. W. & M. R. R. crosses
the road this side of the Clark
Griswold’s in the hollow just north of
the Pennell place. Such is the nature of
the cut at that point, that a person or
team might be run over without having
previously seen the ftrain, or received
the least warning. Taking this into

consideration, our farmers in the
vicinity and others interested are wisely
making a turn in the road, locating it a
number of rods east, upon the Pennell
place, and crossing the track by
bridging the cut.”

The long-awaited train finally
arrived. On May 27, 1871, The Record
headlines screamed: “Holly Wayne &
Monroe Railroad. First Train to
Northville — A Gala day for the Hamlet
of the Hills — A general rejoicing over
the Affair — Excursion to Wayne —
Meeting of Stockholders.”

After wading through the
headlines, the Record readers read:

“Our citizens will remember the
events of the past week for many years
to come, as within those few days an
event of the most vital importance
took place, one that had long been
looked forward to. Great exertions
were put forth in anticipation of the
day that should open communications
by rail with the outside world, and
preparations appropriate were
noticeable on every hand for the
ceremony which was to take place.

‘“The day opened rather
unpropitiously for a celebration, rain
commencing to fall in the moming and
continuing at intervals in showers
during the day. Not withstanding this
disadvantage, the people from the
entire country about, and
representatives from Pontiac,

Clatkston, Milford, Lyon, Walled Lake,

Detroit, Ypsilanti, Novi, Salem and
other places were making their
appearance ’til our crowded streets
assumed an aspect seldom if ever

See ‘Tragedy,’ Page 9-A

We've come a

long, long way
with Northville and look forward

to many more years of success.
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FIRST RECORD PRESS — Here is a drawing of the first Record

press, purchased by Samuel Little through the contributions of local

citizens. Listed in literature of the day, R. Hoe & Company’s Patent

Washington Printing Press was in “constant use in almost every-
printing-office-in the United States and other countries.” It was

“elegant in appearance, simple, quick and powerful in operation, and

combines every facility for the production of superior printing. Each

press is tried at the manufactory, and warranted for one year.
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F. §. NEAL AND UNIDENTIFIED RECORD EMPLOYEES IN WHAT PROBABLY IS THE OPERA HOUSE

Samuel Harkins Little Just Disappears

Continued from Page 10-A from there to Muskegon where,

the other day and with the remark, Little’s name appears in the Michigan

- large amount of advertising from that

community.

On December 13, 1879 — the last
existing issue of The Record under
Little — he writes, ““We can appreciate
the kindness of Mr. David Clarkson —
one of the subscribers to the opera
house — who stopped us in the street

i
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mechanically sound: aurce and a balf years of
continnous improving, refining, end testing bave  new reduc
ssade it as noarly perfect as it can be! That
CHRYROLAT MOTOR COMPANY, DETROIT, MICHIGAN. DIVIS)

-‘Now is the time-you need money -if

ever,” handed us the amount of the last
payment on his subscription.”

The opera house was eventually
completed and occupied, but whether
Little was still in Northville when it
occurred is uncertain. The year 1879 is
the last year in which Samuel Harkins
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Gazetteer (state business journal) as
editor and publisher of The Record.
Several mentions of his name as a
Northville visitor from Lansing are
made in The Record a few years later.
He reportedly moved from Lansing
where he engaged in real estate, to
Grand Rapids and/or Batile Creek and

according to his brother, he died.
However, except for a Samuel Harkins
Little poem printed in the Muskegon
Daily Chronicle at the turn of the
century and a single line notation,
“Muskegon Author”, in the Muskegon
library files, his whereabouts vanished
with the passing of time.
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Record Makes Greatest Advance

Under Current Publisher’s Reign

During the 100-year history of The
Northville Record, the greatest changes
in newspapering have occurred during
the tenure of the present publisher,
William C. Sliger.

In the summer of 1956, when
Sliger purchased the newspaper from
Glenn C. Cummings, The Record was
printed in the rear of the building at
the northwest comer of Center and
Main streets — still the headquarters for
the newspaper.

The press in 1956 was an old
four-page flatbed, single sheet-fed
machine that had seen duty for a score
of years. Flat sheets of paper,
containing four news pages, were
individually handfed through the
press, retrieved, turned over and fed
through the press again for printing on
the opposite side.

Once the pages were printed they
were again fed individually through an
antiquated folding machine.

Composition of the newspaper,
involving type-setting machines using
“hot type” (metal), took place in the
basement of the building, which years
ago served as a barber shop when the
main floor of the building was a
hardware. Once the metal and plastic
picture engravings were locked in
frames (chase), the metal pages were
carted to the main floor and placed on
the bed of the press. More than once
the metal pages fell in transportation,
resulting in a pile of disjointed type

which meant the pages had to be reset.

Printing of the newspaper required
many hours of press work.

In 1961 a major printing change
occurred. A wused, roll-fed press
formerly used to print the daily
newspaper at Greenville was purchased
and installed in a newly constructed
addition in the rear of the building.
Speed in printing increased to a rate of
5,000 per hour and up to eight pages at
a time — all folded!

Earlier that same year Sliger had
purchased The Record’s sister

newspaper, The South Lyon Herald,
and these two newspapers, together
with The Novi News, were printed on
the four-page flatbed and later that
year on the new roll-fed press.

But the biggest change of all was
still to come. In 1965 Sliger joined
with two other newspaper publishers in
establishing an offset newspaper
printing plant — Inter-City Press, Inc. —
on Grand River, west of Taft Road, in
Novi. With completion of this large,
new facility the publishing of The
Record and its sister newspapers

changed significantly from hot-metal
Linotypes to the coldtype offset
process — a photographic technique
that greatly enhances newspaper
reproduction. Typesetting went from
hot metal machines to Friden
Justowriters.

Then a year ago all new electronic
IBM Selectric Recorders and
Composers together with handsome
new type faces, were installed in The
Record building for composition of the
newspapers, replacing the Justowriters.

See ‘Production’ on Page 2I-A

Fire Destroys Record Plant

Continued from Page 16-A

getting under foot, I'm sure — and
especially liked to play in the upper
story, where there were vast numbers
of colored paper cuttings, old type
cases and a variety of other things. This
was the old wooden building, which
burned in the early thirties and was
replaced by the Neal Building.

The fire — a fantastic blaze —
occurred just as The Record incurred
another proprietor, Richard Baldwin.
Despite starting out under this
handicap, and with the depression
upon us, Mr. Baldwin made a great
success of The Record. Journalistic
standards had changed by that time,
and the new publisher had had city

western Electric started Manufacturing communication equipment 100
years ago and rapidly became one of the largest producers in the worlid,
The company hired its first woman Iin 1871 and now employs about
50,000 in clerical, production, scientific and professional positions. The
fass at the left above, wearing coveralls is assembling a nickel-plated
desk stand In 1918 in San Francisco while her counterpart of today
Karen Kehrer, a Northville resident working in the Plymouth Service
Center, assembles a modern telephone.

9 ~

newspaper experience. The Record,
under his direction, achieved a high
standard of journalistic excellence. It
had also its first ‘“‘professional”
reporter, Adolph Schwenger, who came
from the Journalism department at the
University of Michigan. Mr. Schwneger
was called “‘Ad,” a sobriquet which for
a long time I thought attended him
because he also handled the advertising.

It was about this time that I began
to get interested in editorial work,and
I more or less forced my services on
Mr. Baldwin. It was working under his
tutelage that I acquired the elements of
journalism. During my junjor and
senior years in high school, I edited a
whole page in The Record — called

“The Orange and Black” — which, if I
do say so, was probably the best high
school newspaper in the state.
Summers, both then and later while I
was attending the University — where [
eventually became a very controversial
editor of The Michigan Daily — 1
worked on the Record and, while Mr.
Baldwin was away - took over the
whole job of running the paper.

1 tried to practice “big time”
standards and sometimes forgot that 1
was really running a newspaper for a
small community where everybody
was, more or less, friends. In those days
we had a one-man police force,
“headed” by William Safford, who

See ‘Chief’, Page 23-A
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Tragedies Strike

Continued from Page 8-A

witnessed in the history of our town.
Main and Center streets abounded in
numerous banners and devices principal
among which was a streamer stretched
over Main Street with the inscription in
red and blue: ]

“ ‘Welcome to Holly, Wayne &
Monroe. It was darkest just before day.
Light came with, We promise to pay.
Hail to our Heroes who braved the
cramps. Hail to those who came down
with the stamps.

“Also from Lapham and Swift’s
store a banner containing: ‘Northville

black border, he may have read the
following short item: “Died. Little —
At his residence in Northville, Monday
night at 12 o’clock of inflamation of
the lungs, in the 60th year of his age,
Edward Little. Corpse taken to Milford
for burial Wednesday, 6th.”

The second loss, also prompting a
black-bordered edition of The Record,
was even more tragic. Wrote Little on
May 11, 1872:

“It is with feelings of extreme pain
that we announce the death of our
dearest earthly friend, a loved wife who
passed from us Sunday last. She died in
a manner most afflicting to a husband,
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# A Point. A gala day for the Hamlet of :
; the Hills.” about an hour after giving birth to a ettt ;
’ « ) - son. Until within a few weeks past she
: . ourwf};?:rllegsso?(t)}i: gaz Ié h»;_e}l{cf)\r‘rlx;e. was apparently in the enjoyrlr)aent of LITTLE HOME — Homg of Wi]l.iam Litﬂe: and his sm:viving daughtex:,
: “The store of L. G. N. Randolph good health and we took ceurage and Mrﬁ, Pear! Dunn, was hit by fire ]ast.wmter and finally razed this
}* presented: ‘How happy are our ears, hope that all would be well, but just as spring. The house stood on the east side of Center Street, north of
i that hear the joyful sound, which W& Were thinking that the most Ely’s Garden Center.

difficult part was over, the grim

RS R~ greX_ PN/ P . ~T R Y

oy ST 5y

LR O MM YTE N ARG Ty S LA SR AN~ LA S U AP

S

AT PRI, AN LR Ao

PR D R

Srlar Ty s R e BB Y, S e e

Ypsilanti waited for, and sought, but
never found.

“While the national colors floated
from Kingsbury’s, Beals & Co., Record
office and private dwellings.

“It was expecied that the road
would be so far completed that cars
could get into the corporation early in
the afternoon with an excursion from
Wayne and Plymouth. In anticipation
of this, all were anxiously waiting
reports from the ‘scene of action’.
Owing to a bad place through the
Benton woods, where quick sand
abounds, the work was necessarily
stow, notwithstanding the
extraordinary exertions of the
workmen. The fact became evident
that the iron could not be laid within
the corporate limits before evening,
which fact discouraged the greater part
of the people who had been in waiting
all day, many having baskets of

monster lurked from his hiding place
and claimed her for his own....

“We followed her remains to the
narrow house after the funeral services,
which were held at the Baptist Church
on Tuesday last...”

The obituary of that week, which
included a poem by Little in memory

of his young wife, said:

“Died — at her residence in this
village on the 5th inst., Alfretta F,,
wife of Samuel Little, and daughter of
Mrs. J. Wilkins, in the 25th year of her
age.”’

The baby died also, as evidenced
by the final stanza of his poem,
“Farewell Etta, thou art sleeping, with
thy hands crossed o’er thy breast, and
for our babe I’'m also weeping for like
you he’s gone to rest.”

On August 31, 1872, Editor Little

‘The grim monster lurked from his hiding

place and claimed her for his own...’

ecatables with them for a general

picnic...

“About half past six p.m. the road
was completed as far as the tollgate,
and amid the firing of cannon, the
railroad employees, headed by the
Northville Cornet Band marched into
town, and to the Elliott House where a
supper had been prepared for them.

“Contrary to expectations the
evening passed away without any
serious disturbance, the railroad hands
as a general thing conducting
themselves quite properly, the
musically inclined portion entertaining
their comrades and others desirous of
listening with a few railroad songs.
came that the

paid tribute to W. H. Hoyt of
Plymouth who designed and
constructed a tombstone, “‘four feet
high by 22 inches in width, and three
inches thick, finished with a scroll
edge. Upon the face is carved a raised
Bible averhung by a heavy shield with
the inscription nicely engraved
thereon.”

For more than five years, in a
futile search for Sam Little’s grave,
Record staffers inspected two dozen
Michigan cemeteries. A year ago they
found his wife’s tombstone at Oak
Grove Cemetery in Milford exactly as
Little had described it almost a
hundred years ago.

The death of his wife

streets. It was also his last Northville
enterprise.

“Jittle it is said, had one dollar
when the idea of an opera house smote
him,” wrote the Detroit Free Press
years after the opera house was built.
“He did a major job of selling,
collecting from a nickel to $5 from
residents for a theater fund. In return,
he offered such things as a year’s
service as a coachman, picking up
patrons and delivering them to their
jobs. With the dollar, which he earned
milking cows, and a gift of timber from
his strait-laced father, Little parlayed

MIDNIGHT

his dream into reality.”

That Little milked cows or
received timber from his father is
doubtful (his father was dead long
before construction of the opera house
began). But that Little extracted gifts
or loans or whatever for construction
of the building is a certainty.

On November 4, The Record
noted that “Messrs. Dean & Mills, from
Detroit, were in this city Saturday last,
for the purpose of drawing out a
contract for the construction of the
Northville Opera House.”

See ‘Begs’, Page 10-A
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The Mipxteat Honns Extia s Joft
at your door with the hope that it
will give n shght inklicg of the Sprr-
jtuglist movement thap iy uow going
on in our mild-t.  From tme to time
aa  ocension  demands other extras
will bo asrued, giving the latest de-
ve'upments  as ascertiived by our
editorial  stalf, fortunately
eibrices several able bodied spirits,

[Eds. Midnight Herald.

which

*+ A spirit pssed hodore my face.”

Iy some days rumors have Foath-
ed  us that meetings were being
held alu.ost nightly either at the
house west of the cemetery, or at
the house diagonally north.east of
the school house. Weird rumors
came to our ears ‘hat the spirits of
friends and relatives had been com-
muned with, tables tipped and slates
written upon. Further, Sunday eve-
ning the spirits kept time to music
varying from “Jesus Lover cf my Soul’
to " Yankee Duudle” Desiring to
place facts before the public, and not

epirit who ia till on es1th :rose, and,
deluded by the belief that Utopian
darkness veiled their intercourse with
Spiritlund from the gaze of the com-
afon hard commanded the members
that they shonkl keep what they had
geen and ware to see, a sscrot locked
within the breast. A short silence
ensued—the calm before the storm—
and then—well,wo knew the revel
had begun. Spirits from far (far to
somo present) off Heaven, and Hades,
too, filled the room, and fora mowment
we half expected to hear Gabriel blow
his resvrrection horn, %¥he table tip-
ped and crashed, the lights looked
wierd, but uncongenial minds being
present, the spirits would not impart
their awrul secrete. The uncongenial
minds being ushered into another
apartment, and harmony beiug re-
stored, the orgie wenton. The *“Sweet
Spiritiand ” was sung, in low, tremu-
lous tones, resemnbling the song of
the sirens of old; the medium’s eyes
in fine frenzy rolled, and we wers be-
ginping to doubt our material exist-
ence, when a form appeared at the
window—man or devil we mever

“Reports now
following day, Wednesday, an “incapacitated” the editor for more mere hearsay. our editorial staff, or | stopped tu see, but with one wild yell
excursion train would arrive about  than a year. Week after week, with Monday evening donned their Ulsters, | of horror we vanished—not, however,
wendded their way to ome of the|into thin air. Thus ended our first

noon with citizens from Wayne and
Plymouth, cscorted by the cornet
bands from cach place, and that at 2
p.m. with the stockholders from here
to Wayne, to attend their annual
meeting there, an opportunity would
be presented (o all that dgsired, to have
a free ride over the road and back. The
news, as might be supposed was well
reccived, and in the words of a lady
observer, ‘the faces of everybody

M

beamed with smiles and sunshine’.

hired help and his younger brother,
Andrew, assuming temporary editorial
duties, a notice such as this appeared in
The Record:

“personal — The editor of this
paper is still incapacitated from grief
caused by his recent bereavement to
attend to the duties of his office. His
patrons will, therefore, be under the
necessity of exercising much

forebearance if there appears a lack of

interest in the columns of The Record

before mentioned houses and silently
secured as comfortable a position as
could be expected, considering that
we had to stand up outside. Within,
the lights were dim, the fearures of
the seleot few were pale and ghastly.
It was “ the hour when church-yards
yawn and graves give up their dead.”
The %corpulent form of an able-bodied

*

night with the epirits and the new-
fledged converts to spiritualism.

We are able to announce, notwith-
standing the reticence of the members
that the next regular seance of the

spirit eircle will be held Weanesday
evening. Our staff will be there.

§=F"Be on watch for MipNIeHT
Heratp Extra No. 2.

* %

MIDNIGHT HERALD — A newspaper nobody took credit for was
the Midnight Herald, which periodically appeared mysteriously on

for the present on this account.”

Next 1o his newspaper, the most local doorsteps. Most likely printed at The Record office, it attacked

a number of local citizens without using their names. While it is not
known definitely when it was published, The Detroit Sun reproduced
one of the Midnight Herald’s editions “as a novelty — novelties being
a rarity nowadays.”

Two major losses were suffered by

Little during his tenurc at the helm of
The Record. The first occurred early in notable accomplishment of Sam Little

December of 1871, If arcader failedto  was the big, brick opera house that
notice that the entire paper of  until 19 years ago stood at the
December 6 was framed in a heavy  southeast corner of Dunlap and Center
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TOMBST ONE OF SAM LITTLE S W[FE AND SON

‘Begs’ for Money

Continued from Page 9-A

Two weeks later Little commented
on the opera house fund, suggesting
that the names of the subscribers
would be published soon. He noted
that the ‘old yaller building’ on “the
corner of Twin and Center Street,
which has so long been an eye-sore to
residents of Northville, has at last
disappeared — being torn down to
make room for the Northville Opera
House.” He noted, too, in the same
edition that the basement of the new
facility “has been excavated, and is
now ready for the masons.”

Month after month, Litile
reported the progress of the opera
house, occasionally apologizing for his
neglect of the newspaper because of his
involvement — often times performing
much of the labor himself — with the
construction, The building went up in
sections as money became available
and, sometimes, too slowly to suit the
editor. He often begged his readers for
another dollar for the project. Several
benefit programs were staged for the
purpose of raising additional money.

His continual plea for funds may
have been, in the final analysis, a
contributing factor in his eventual
departure from newspapering. As the
years wore on and the building
progressed slowly, advertising in the
newspaper diminished.

His problems were compounded
by displeasure from village officials,
who were critical of the “clutter” along
Center and Dunlap streets in front of
and to the side of the building project.
Official minutes of the Northville
village board on Friday evening,
September 7, 1877 state:

“The following resolution was
presented and on motion accepted:
‘Whereas the condition of the grounds
upon which the opera house is

proposed to be erected in this village &
the materials for the construction of
same lying in the streets adjacent
thereto render the passage of said
streets unsafe and dangerous requiring
immediate attention, therefore resolved
that the building contractors be
notified to remove the obstructions to
said streets within two weeks from this
date or show cause why the same shall
be allowed to remain’...”

Two weeks later the village board
met and noted: “Mr. S. H. Little,
projector of opera house being present
stated that he had given contract to
Dean Brothers of Detroit and in
consequence he was unable to do
anything about cleaning street. But
that Mr. Dean proposed to meet the
board and have the same settled.”

Apparently the matter was
resolved because no further mention is
made of it in the board minutes.

On November 16, 1878, Little
wrote: “Work on the Opera House is
progressing as fast as our limited means
will allow. Each day sees some
advancement and the prospect for
having some use of it this winter seems
good just now.”

May 31, 1879: “As anticipated in
our last, the columns for the Opera
House were gotten out at Dubuar’s
bending works, the turning being done
by Mr. Rasch, one of the best workmen
in that capacity.”

Two months later Little is so busy
with opera house work he apologizes:
“Opera House work prevents us going
to press on time this issue which will
account for the late items.”

By now local advertising in The
Record has all but disappeared and
Little, apparently in desperation, began
running news items about South Lyon
and, by so doing, manages to attract a

See ‘Samuel’ on Page 17-A
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Neal Begins Reign as Publisher in 1891

Of the more than 12 publishers
who have owned The Record during
the past 100 years, two served in the
State Legislature, two were private
secretaries of Michigan governors, two
were postmasters, and two were
graduates of Albion College.

The publisher having the
distinction of owning The Record
longer than any other is Frank S. Neal,
who purchased the paper from A. C.
Walterhouse in 1891. For 28 years he
published The Record, finally selling to
E.E.Brown in 1919.

During those 28 years, Neal
became one of the most beloved
citizens of the community and a
newsman respected throughout the
state. It was under Neal that The
Record office was located for a number
of years in the old opera house that the
founder of the newspaper, Samuel
Little, had constructed at Center and
Dunlap.

Born in Seneca County, New York
in 1862, Neal was engaged in railroad
work during his early youth. In 1889
e came to Northville where he
engaged in a clothing business with C.
J. Bail. Their store was located where
C. R. Ely & Sons Garden Center is now
located.

It was while Neal was publisher of
The Record, and because of his
persistent cditorial direction, that the
Township of Plymouth was split in half

WILLIAM C. SLIGER

in 1899, with half remaining Plymouth
township and the other half becoming
Northville Township.

A staunch Republican, his political
interest led him into a successful
candidacy in 1900 for the state
legislature, where he served for two
terms. During this period he was
chairman of the powerful ways and
means committee.

It was through his constant
suggestion in The Record that he
brought out Fred W. Warner of
Farmington as a candidate for
governor. During Warner’s tenure as
governor, Neal served as his private
secretary. Later he was made head of
the state oil inspection bureau.

So close was his relationship with
the governor that he named his son,
Warner Neal, in his honor.

His influence did not stop at the
bounds of Northville. It was largely
through his efforts that the old East
Michigan Press Association was
organized. The East Michigan Press
Association eventually was made into
the Michigan Press Association.

He was active in the organization
of the old Northville-Wayne County
Fair in 1916, served as manager of the
opera house, was founder of the
Northville Automobile Club, was active
in the organization of the old Lapham
State Bank, served actively in the
Methodist Church here, from 1922
until his death in 1928 served as
Northville postmaster and as such
played a vital role, in conjunction with
efforts of Eddie Stinson, in making
mail transportation by air a reality.

For a period during the turn of the
century The Record under Neal was
printed in an independently owned
plant called the Eagle Steam Printing
House. It was during this period, too,
when for about three years the only
other newspaper in Northville, called
the Northville Star, was published by
E. William Balch and later by A. H.
Herron. It carried a Friday dateline.

fkkkkkkkkE

William C. Sliger, the present
publisher, has owned The Record for
the second longest period.

Sliger purchased The Record and
The Novi News in 1956 from Glenn H.
Cummings. He came to Northville from
Plymouth where he had served as
general manager of The Plymouth Mail
for three years and for two preceding
years was its advertising manager.

A pgraduate of Albion College,
Sliger served three years in the Army
Air Corps as a B-29 bomber pilot in the

South Pacific.

Prior to joining The Plymouth
Mail, he had worked in both advertising
and editorial departments of The

F.§ NEAL--LONG TIME PUBLISHER OF THE RECORD

Albion Evening Recorder, The Cadillac

Sun-Star.

Evening News and The Merced (Calif.)
See ‘Sliger,” Page 19-A
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plumbing technology.
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Continued from Page 11-A

Since purchasing The Record the
newspaper has grown in size and
prestige, winning numerous state
awards in general excellence.

In 1961 he purchased The South
Lyon Herzld and, in 1965, joined with
two other newspaper publishers m
establishing a large printing plant in
Novi, Inter-City Press, Inc. He
currently serves as president of this
corporation. In April of this year he
purchased The Brighton Argus, a
weekly newspaper now in its 89th year.

A member of numerois local
and the First

editor of The Livingston County Press
for several years. 1t was at Howell that
he served as postmaster, the youngest
to hold such an office in the state at
that time, He was the first president of
the Howell Rotary Club.

Here at Northville he became
active in numerous organizations,
serving for a period as president of the
Northville Board of Education. He was
a trustee of the Methodist Church, a
member of the Rotary and Exchange
service clubs, the Lloyd H. Green post
of the American Legion, and was
affiliated with the Knights Templar and
Masonic organizations.

Sliger Purchases, Expands Record

Temporary quarters used until the
new building was completed were in
the rear of the brick building that still
stands at the northeast corner of Main
and Center.

The building destroyed by fire,
incidentally, was a two-tory frame
structure that originally was located at
the northeast corner of Main and
Center. Purportedly the first store
building in Northville, it served as the
first “downtown” office of The Record
when it stood facing on Main Street in
the “Williams~™ block. The Record
office at this time was on the second
floor. It eventually was moved in part

organizations :
Presbyterian Church, he is currently was Izggra;ﬁ:;e (])12 A(li?elgn (Eollszg:,ohe around the ccener to where the
: serving his second term on the Hospital, now the M?lin ;tlrer;: Carrington office building now stands.
4 M}'chigan Press_ Association Board of Conva]escént Home, opposite Main Upon coming to Northville,
. Directors, and_m May-of this year was Street Elementary School. He was Baldwin was already a respected
& one of the judges in the National . -4 Howell. newspaperman. For many years he had
¥ Newspaper Association contest. M been editor and one of the publishers
o . . of The Albion Evening Recorder, and
ff ‘The RBCOTd has g rown in size an(l for a brief time he also owned one of ¥ g .
3 . the leading semi-weekly newspapers in ELTON R.EATON
X Presuge, wlnnlng numerous state California. At the time he purchased
3 The Record he-also was the owner of
i . ] ille Independent.
i awards in excellence . . . The Jonesville Independen
A . ‘ i One of the most significant
sw) He lives with his wife and two The publisher from whom  journalistic accomplishments during
i children, William Jr. and Sally, at Cansfield purchased The Record, Mr. BRaldwin’s tenure here was the
[8439 Fermanagh Court. His wife, Richard T. Baldwin, is survived today publication in June, 1931 of a giant

in Northville by a daughter, Mrs. R. M.
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2 Marjorie, is a teacher at Main Strect

Elementary School.
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Another Record Publisher who
once served as postmaster was the late
William H. Cansfield, who owned the
newspaper from 1939 to 1948. His
widow still is a resident of Northville,
living at 404 West Dunlap Street. She
was herself ¢ pubhisher of The Record,
following her husband’s death in 1949
until 1952, As was her husband, she is
an active member of the First United
Methodist Church here. She recently
was clected president of the Northville
Historical Society.

Mr. Cansficld, the only Record
publisher to die while owning the
newspaper, cdited The Record during
the lean World War I years when even
the newsprint on which the newspaper
was printed was a scarcity.

He purchased The Record from
Richard T. Baldwin, coming to
Northville from Howell where he was

Atchison, wife of aNorthville physician.

Mr. Baldwin died in 1943; his widow
died last year.

Mr. Baldwin purchased The
Record in 1931, a depression year,
from Elton R. Eaton. Five months
atrer he purchased the newspaper, a
new Record ofiice was opened on the
easl side of Center Street, now the
office ot Carnngton’s Insurance
agency. The building was financed for
the new publisher by the widow of F.
S. Neal. At that time Mrs. Neal still
occupied a home that has since been
converted into the headquarters of the
American Legion Lloyd H. Green Post,
northwest corner of Dunlap and Center
streets.

The move into the new building
was necessitated because The Record
office burned beyond repair just before
Christmas in 1930, destroying or
damaging many of The Record files
and bound volumes of the newspaper.

Number of Owners
Passes Dozen Mark

How many publishers have owned

and operated the 100-year-old

guess is that it occurred between 1880
and 1888.

“grand opening” edition that saluted
the new headquarters. The special
edition included a complete iustory of
the community. The grand opening
included a community dinner program,
highlighted by an address by the late
Malcolm W. Bingay, distinguished
writer and editorial director of The

Detroit Free Pres,
ke sk A okckoske ok kck

Publisher of The Record when the
disastrous fire of 1930 hit the
newspaper office was Elton R. Eator.
When he purchased the newspaper in
January, 1927, he, too, had already
earned his newspapering spurs. He had
been managing editor of The
Kalamazoo Gazette, later leaving
newspaper work to accept the office of

sheriff of Kalamazoo County, a
position he filled for four years. Later,
he engaged in special newspaper work
at Lansing, serving as correspondent for
a syndicate of-newspapers.

Mr. Eaton, who died August 21,
1952, also served as private secretary to
Governor Alex J. Goesbeck until
purchasing The Record. The year he
purchased the newspaper here had
special significance in that it marked
the 100th anniversary of the settlement
of the community. The community’s
centennial celebration was a colorful
“homecoming” for hundreds of former

; Northville Record over the years? Here are the names of the  residents, and Mr. Eaton produced a

§ sy . ublishers and the years they operated special edition marking the occasion.

EJ; Thcd qI:IJestlcl)ln S gamerf;lsl;cgc::i(l)z:g fhe newspaper. Upon selling The Record, Mr.

§ answered. Not 2 copl_el?o .tl f Samuel H. Little, founder, from Eaton turned to another newspaper he

§ for these. 102 years itll ezlus ’ maély od 1869 to 1879 or 1880. owned, The Plymouth Mail, Ilater »@g\;
{ e e e o o v office fust Willard E. Hess, 1881 to 1885. published by his son, the late Sterling -
4 fire that struck the Record office j J. H. Junkin, 1885 to 1887. Eaton, under whom the present

before Christmas in 1930.

Some lasted only briefly, others
were absentee owners or partners in the

busincss.
Search of existing Records and

publisher served while at The Mail.
Both father and son eventually served
in the State Legislature.

Sterling Eaton’s widow, a former
Northville girl (tda Rose Cavell) still

. Roscoe Reed, 1887 to 1889,

A. C. Walterhouse, 1889 to 1891.
Frank S. Neal, 1891 to 1919.

E. E. Brown, 1919 to 1927.

Elton R, Eaton, {927 to 1931,

22 DEATTDLT

|

"i', documents at the state library at Richard T. Baldwin, 1931 to 1939. lives in Plymouth.

b Lansing, the Burton Historical William H. Cansfield, 1939 to bbb

é’ Collection in Detroit, and the 1948
University of Michigan historical Mrs. William H. Cansfield and It was during the tenure of Glenn
library indicate that there have been brother-indaw, Arthur H. Cansfield, H. Cummings, who still lives in
more than a dozen publishers. from 1948 to 1952. Northville Township at 43525 West Six

Similarly, it is difficult to ascertain Glenn H. Cummings and N. W.  Mile Road, that The Record’s

Hopkins, 1952 to 1956. companion newspaper, The Novi News,

when The Record switched from
Wiltiam C. Sliger, 1956 to present.

bi-weekly to weekly publication. Best
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Happy 100"

to The Northuille Rerord

\YaAYAY

DAL

One hundred years is a cause for celebration. It’s also

a time for looking back and for looking ahead. The
Northville Record can look back with pride on a century

of growth while performing a vital service and look ahead
with optimism to continued growth and accomplishment. We
at Consumers Power are proud of our long association with
the Northville Record and look forward to serving it for

many more years.
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Where “C.P."” stands for Continuing Progress
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The Record Production Up Four-fold

Continued from Page 18-A

Increasing size of the newspaper, plus
the purchase a few months ago by
Sliger of The Brighton Argus, required
expansion of the composition facilities.
The entire second floor of the building,
owned by the publisher, was
completely remodeled from apartment
facilities into a large, modern offset
composition quarters.

Besides the IBM computers and
related equipment, the second floor
also houses a large camera capable of
photographing a full newspaper page
and reducing and enlarging news
pictures.

As composition of the newspaper
changed so did the print of “job work”
(stationery, letterheads, brochures,
business forms, etc.) in the basement

shop. New offset presses and related
equipment have been installed here as
well. The latest addition to the
commercial printing plant is a new
Heidelberg offset press that prints
5,000 (18 x 25”) impressions an hour.

In addition to The Record and its
sister newspapers, numerous other
newspapers are put together in the
composing department facilities at
Center and Main. Among these are
college newspapers, high school
newspapers, religious publications, and
many others.

Since 1956 when Sliger purchased
the newspaper the volume of
production at The Record has
increased four-fold.

Some two-dozen newspapers and

Wrecking Crew Razes
Old Record Building

April 10,1931 — The sound of the
hammer and crow-bar are heard on
Center Street as the oldest landmark of
Northville, the old Record building,
falls to the ground.

To the ears of the present owner
(Richard T. Baldwin) of The Record
the noise of this wreckage is music for
it means that within a few weeks a new
home for the office equipment will
stand on this spot. To old residents of
the village this means the passing of a
building which was one of the centers
of early Northville’s activities.

It stood originally on the corner

(now occupied by Noder’s Jewelry,
then occupied by Lapham State
Savings bank) when this was a hamlet
of 150 inhabitants. Horses stood lazily
at their hitching posts along the dusty
main street and the primeval woods of
the hills surrounding the village stood
untouched as far down as what is now
Randolph and High streets. That was
back before the Civil War.

In and out of the door of the old
“J.B. Hungerford store” went the
women of the village wearing wide
hoop skirts and small poke bonnets.

See ‘Raze’ on Page 23-A

advertising circulars are now being
printed at the press plant in Novi. Two
large banks of presses, capable of
printing 32 pages at a single time, are in
operation daily.

Today, The Record employs more
than 30 persons on partdtime or

full-time Dbasis.

seven
persons are employed at The Herald
office at South Lyon and nine are
employed at The Argus office at
Brighton.

Inter-City Press
full-time personnel.

In addition,

employs 28

ONE OF THE TWO BANKS OF PRESSES AT INTER- CITY PRESS
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OFFSET PRESS — Among the presses used by The Record today for
non-newspaper work is this new Heidelberg offset press.

Andrew James Little, brother of
The Record founder, left a more
indelible mark in the pages of history
than did his brother.

Before his death in 1933, Andrew
Little either founded or worked on a
half-dozen newspapers, was a chief
salesman and later officer for a
photographic company, organized the
first independent telephone company
of Calhoun County, organized the
Masonic Lodge at Battle Creek,
launched the Calhoun County
Republican Club, and late in life was an
insurance salesman in Detroit.

Born in Northville, he “‘started the
South Lyon Sentinel”, where today,
ironically, The Record’s sister
newspaper, The South Lyon Herald is
published.

His wife was killed in an
automobile accident in 1934 and his
only child, an employee of the Burton
Historical Library where coincidentally
much of the research for The Record’s
special centennial edition was done.
died in 1964.

A biographical sketch of his
accomplishments were published in the
book, “From Men of Progress —
1900”.

Following his death at the age of
74 he was buried in the family plot in
Oak Grove Cemetery at Milford.
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| Andrew Little
l Gained Prominence

Of the third Little brother, William
1., little is known about him. He was
born in Canada, died October 30, 1901
in Northville, and is buried in the Cady
Street cemetery here — a small stone
marking his grave.

Old Records show that he was a
member of Northville’s baseball team,
called “Eclipse”, was a member of the
community’s band, and for a number
of years operated the Opera House,
built by brother Sam.

He owned property on Dunlap
Street “between Center and Atwater”,
and for a period lived in the small
yellow mansard house located on
Center Street — razed in 1969
following a winter fire.

He was a member of the 30th
Michigan Infantry during the Civil War,
enlisting in Company C on November
26, 1864 at Detroit and mustering out
at Jackson on June 17, 1865.

Of his children, only one survives
— Mrs. Pearl Dunn, 503 Ann Street in
Plymouth. Mrs. Dunn was employed
for a number of years as a compositor
with The Record under the publisher,
Frank S. Neal. She also worked for a
brief period at the newspaper office in
South Lyon.

For many years, Mrs. Dunn was a
correspondent for The Plymouth Mail
under the publisher Sterling Eaton,
whose father, incidentally also was a
former publisher of The Record.
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Raze Building

Continued from Page 2I-A

Northville’s pioneer resident, Charles
Sessions, recalls as a “kid” going into
this store on the corner and looking up
with awe at the bulging balloon skirts
hanging from the ceiling. This was the
“emporium” of the village in these
days — a place where laces and
crinolines were spread upon the
counter. No “dirty print shop” like
this.

Upstairs in the old Hungerford
store gathered members of the first
Masonic lodge organized in Northville.
One large room and a very small one in
the rear, where the “goat” and his
habiliments were hidden, were the
organization which a number of the
“boys” who belonged to the Plymouth
Rock lodge in our sister city organized
here back in the 70’s. Northville Lodge
No. 186 it was and still is.

The charter members were Alfred
Stevens, Francis Terrill, L.W. Hutton,
George Bradley and James Sessions.
One by one these men have passed
beyond. Francis Terrell being the last
living member. Charles Sessions was to
young to join until the year 1884 when
he began his long connection with
Masonry.

In those days Sam Little was
setting by hand Northville’s first
single-sheet Record in the old “opera
house buildin” on the corner of Center
and Dunlap. Before this building
became the Record home Editors
Little, Junkin, Waterhouse and E.
Roscoe Reed, son of Seth Reed-the
centenarian, published their papers in
the former place (northeast corner of
Main and Center).

In 1907 the Lapham State Savings
Bank bought the corner property
extending back to the building
occupied by the Blake jewelry store for
the sum of $4,000 and Frank S. Neal
purchased the old Hungerford building

09 Puzzle
Was a Beaut

Puzzles weren’t uncommon in
carly editions of The Record — but
they were a different varicty than is
commonly used today. Take an April
12, 1899 puzzle, for example.

“Seven spots are made in a row
thus, “c ¢ ¢ x 0 0 07, three coppers are
placed on the e’s and three dimes on
the o’s, leaving nothing on the x. The
puzzle is to place the coppers on the
o’s and the dimes on the e’s by
removing the coins and jumping onc
copper with one dime or vice versa,
never moving a coin backward. It can
be worked. Try it.”

and moved it to its present site (where
Carrington’s insurance office stands).
For 40 years Mr. Neal edited the
Record here and was followed by E. E.
Brown and Elton R. Eaton. The latter
moved into temporary quarters in the
rear of the Lapham bank after the fire
in December, 1930, which ruined the
building and equipment.

In the razing of the old
Hungerford building large wooden pin
pegs seven inches long and over an inch
thick were found to have been used as
spikes in holding the heavy beams
together.

(In its place Mrs. Bertha Neal, then
living in the American Legion building,
erected a new brick building and leased
it to Baldwin for use as the new
newspaper office).

+ »
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Early Publisher

Continued from Page 19-A

was conceived and started.

Cummings purchased The Record
in partnership with N. W. Hopkins,
both of whom operated a public
relations and advertising agency in
Detroit, in January, 1952. Hopkins was
an absentee owner. He still lives on
Lakeside Drive in Northville township.

Cummings was a graduate of the
University of Michigan, and he had
worked on newspapers and magazines
in Boston, Providence, New York and
Detroit prior to purchasing The
Record. He was manager of The Wall
Street Journal’s Detroit office for
several years before entering the public
relations field in 1945.

In 1955, Cumming’s son, Tom,
who became the business manager of
The Record, conceived and started The
Novi News. The News has been
published weekly since that time.

In 1953, the newspaper office was
moved — for perhaps the eighth or
ninth time in its history — from the
Neal building to its present location.
The building, a half-century old,
housed a number of businesses over the
years, the latest being a hardware store.

Interestingly, the frame building
that previously stood on the site of the
present Record building was a bank
and an ice-cream parlor.

de ok dkokskskokk ok

Of the other publishers, save The

Record’s founder, very little is known.

E. Roscoe Reed, fourth publisher of
The Record, was the son of a
Methodist preacher. While he was
publisher he served as clerk of the
Northville Village Board. He reportedly
died at the Methodist old people’s
home in Chelsea. He was alive and well
enough to read the special “open
house”” edition of The Record in 1931.

E. E. Brown, who purchased the
newspaper from F. S. Neal in 1919 and
sold it eight years later to Elton Eaton,
moved from Northville to Ann Arbor
where he was associated in another
business.

A. C. Walterhouse, who sold The
Record to Neal in 1891, later owned
and operated the Eagle Steam Printing
House here. He disposed of the latter
business in 1892, moving to South
Haven where he took a position with
Rand-McNally & Company. A Mr.
Wood, partner in the printing plant
here, probably, because The Record
was no longer printed by his plant,
encouraged the publication of the
short-lived Northville Star. Walterhouse
came to Northville from the Lapeer
Clarion.

Nothing is known of Willard E.
Hess and J. H. Junkin, second and third
publishers of The Record, and no
copies of The Record under their
tenure exist.

A Run-In with the Chief

Continued from Page I8-A

once worked for my father and was
always very nice to me. For some
reason or another, the village council —
(I had started the practice of covering
both councit and school board
meetings) — criticized Mr. Safford’s use
of the police car. [ wrote it all up,
making snide remarks, and put it on
the front page. Chief Safford used to
wander in to The Record Office from
time to time, and he did so just as we
pulled a proof of page one. He took
one look at my handiwork and stalked
out in high dudgeon. It was a long time
before he spoke to me again. 1 do not
blame him, although I did then. The
article and my treatment of the
situation were both quite unnecessary,
and for a long time now I have
regretted this incident.

Such things aside, working on The
Record was not only a great education
but great fun. 1 wrote a column,
entitled, as 1 recall it now, “In the
Office Wastebasket.” I remember one
time 1 caused quite a stir in discussing
— based on my experiences in the
respective churches on Sunday —
whether the files were more pestiferous
in the Methodist Church or in the
Presbyterian Church. Being an
ecumenical sort, I am sure 1 did not
take sides. Also I was a Methodist, and
— now it can be told — the Methodist
files were in truth much worse.

Another time I raised a ruckus
coming out for Franklin Roosevelt and
the New Deal, neither of which had
any supporters in Northville. My
father, as GOP leader, had been sucha
staunch Republican that many readers
were incensed. I was also incensed

when some of my father’s friends
simply refused to take me seriously and
assumed that I was kidding. Their
reasoning seemed to be that it was
simply out of the question that F.S.
Neal’s son could be for a Democrat,
and if he said he was, he must be
joking. Some people 1 never did
convince — much like a majority of the
voters of the 2Z4th Congressional

o~ -.T.».—Mﬂ;;
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Democratic nominee for Congress in
1968.

As | sid, this story should be
about my father, who will always have,
I hope, a place in the history of
Northville and, especially of The
Record. I am glad his name lives in
Frank S. Neal II, and I hope he or his
son will have an opportunity to write
for The Record on its sesquicentennial.
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* The Northuille Berord
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Executive Manager Recording Secretary
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SAMUEL H. LITTLE, EpITor & PROPRIETOR®
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¥Q OUR READERS.

With this, the first number of the
“WAYNE COUNTY RECORD” we
present you with a now feature in the his-
tory of our village ; and have added an-
other step to the march of improveimnent.
Gradually our tuwn is becoming a place
of importance.—Having educational ad-
vantages that can not be surpassed in the
Stato ; and na good manufacturing facil-
ities a8 can ho ccked for anywhere:
With the cei taintyaf rail road communi
cation with the entemprising towps of Mon-
roc on the south, and Holly on the north,
Dbesides intermediate towns: of but liftle
less renown, we aro cettainly sure of a
space on the list of “fast towns” and *‘gay
places.” We know of no reason why our
poautiful village may not, with proper at-
tention to euterprise and uanfettered,f(ree,
invitation to glrangers, of eather capital

rastmanynew buildinga have mads their
oppearance on overy side—new streets
Jaid out, walks put down in nearly every
direotion ; and such & variety of new and
different objects of interest, that a person

Trr fear of God s the plalosophy ov re-
ligion; the lovo ov God iz tLe charity ov re-
ligion.

Hors iz a hen that lays more cgora than che
kan hatch out.

Berren leve yure child sirtew than moery
but thisis o 6ecict hooan onl; tow a few.
Ihonestly Leieve it ia Letter tew kaow
nothin then tew know what ain's so.

Apogt the hardest work a phetlow kan >
iz tew spark tivo galls, at once, and prezerve
a good arerage.

A nicasme will outlive any man or thing
1z like the crook in R dog's tale, you may
cut it oph, and throw it bebind the barp,)
1z but the crook is thare yet, aud the stuinp
the epitaff. .

Ir you analige what most men call plezzure,
vou will find it composed of one part bum-
bug, akd two Plrts‘pain, .

Wites you hali't got nothin tew do, do it
at ones; thie 13, the vay to learn to be lazy.
Wa.hay bik told that the best way tew
loverkum misfortnnes 1x tew fite with em—I
havo tride both ways. and recommend & suc-

but tew cause them tew do it.

Tap true way tew vnderatend the judg-
ménts ov heaven is tew submit tew theng
Metop is everyiling, espesluly tew or-
dinary mea, the few men who ken lift a tun,

SEEAT BARGAING
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4‘53.‘} ot trado to make their home with us, be-|cessful dodge. . A b
&%’ come one of the largest :towns ip the|. THo-art ov bernming oy importanco in
s State. Alrcady within a year ¥ twolthe eyes ov athers, isnot tew overrate ourself, ~O0F TNR—

CHOICEST READINI

fr
it ] who might havo left the towa ten yearsjat pleasure, have o divino right to take = .
[3:?5' ogo could sonrsely recognize this as thelholt ov it tew a disadvaniage. D 0 !&, “
ftpg,‘ same place;--and what ht;s occasioned alll Trs mind ov man iz like a piece ov land
F this? simply enterprise I Aud if such is{that, tew be useful, must he manared with | 7y :
i Ap! ; Y f e fulleg Lands and much mora w N
i:",;ggli the fact, isit not Dbest to aid and count-| Jravousy don’t pay, the best it kun, iz tew | be yold on tgpnymenz sown e more W FOR ONLY
b znnnc; ciach anlli ever,; t‘)vregllantllhat.?mll discover what wo don't want tew find, nor WILD )
‘ ¢ of help to the gr of the place? don't expekt to, 80 . ot
I s A e . acres telhi—ch timber, ... §
Journalism has done its shure in building| gegpers aren mertgage on friendships. TERTE ¢ ‘(‘nce uﬁ o N f?o

up the interests of other towns D:nd)lvb_y A vivid imaginashun is like sun glasses, | 40  alaidon, ... . 200
not this 7 Tho people ?“Pogtel;i lt,th 1 it| Jakes things at a distance look twice az big 160 ©  rtelta, 3 ;niles from Lan.
;;vns able t’;: atund]:;lonhe, a{:. : en ‘fgge az they am, and cluss to, twice az small az Sin,g good timber, . 6.400
p%l:u[:a f:otl:xte ci,m;:;ven:el&s éiizrgy ozr nng 1h¥ am. deft an 80 ‘TEBL. Lbl“isn Gratfot C’Ol’ﬂt}‘ "85
. ap . ore iz a draft on futurity, sometimes ™2~ | 169 ¢ jnawmegee count 2 400
f-he f:ture Pfgspeot‘si. tl]ltﬁlwrl} ?Osc{;?:::t‘ ered, but generally extended. 80 ¥ ) Inghamc ouyn’tv e '8 00
1ng the eyo of oun ’?:i ;!‘p En;"'k oo Irthe world dispizes a hv-vkrit, whaj o "'c:eo county Yy sreenn 560
mex}:l, t.h]e re}s_mlc \vo: 1 o, tﬂ ’t.hon 1:'1-;; st they thiak ov bim in F+Ven. P, 5y ensarreresenee Sao
us! B sevsecrsstasavanssernans o 1,2
guch a loca ity must b6 J povin Fratrery iz like KrvR® WAter, tew be| 45 « u .;] ites f ,
which to dwell with hopes of peouniary {3 miles from Lausmg), 6,400

< ed,
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accordingly, making themsolves and the{ wween the wise %10, 117 acies wheat, ...... 1,300
town the better for their being in it. difference * . @ men aro all Een ““g the | y3p « & f¢ exchange) huildings 3,90 o
We have introduced to your view andipboole o @, 39 BOL SUM | 4p f g e eeereesesee 1,600 DO WX
eriticism, the first etfort of newspaper on. g';i;e‘rs'w e the plools ara all fuss andno | 49w u bing, wovrreveen v 1,000
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as far as ;Vﬁ ﬂlgt o i ° Menablel Wussz religion iz a trade, morality iz a § new house, ws.uige.. 2,000
ty outside (:f b: r:‘lv;re ‘.5 nhdlv,mt of a|merchandize, 200 lon, (sagmill), «.iierws5,000 In ull its Varictica Done on
erson mus 9 fnuo . 860 ~ i ' '
Eewspaper is tho resydertakin raeboxfiriigd .GON\ ERsasioN should bo enlivencd with nlr:' %o;:ty S:x’ﬂ?’d'(fm ~1'~
espense ; and dnd apirit ; forgweqknm% Vi hot composed o it i1 SO T TRy
o Iitt]l\.ny hesitation o’r doubt.  tht Tue felss aman Knows, the more; he will 2w g, nszig);......... seeripn 3,200
withyar rood, o h ! , ‘. !'Zuessa.tl aud guessing 15 nothing more than , ?“Mﬁ‘ﬂ}# gy powYy i OTPT Ty mer ol oy ow
o ran 1 9 ,t.l Tt Oyﬂlg- a4l 8 LAV s 1aw 1z hite shinnin & new mileh far 1ange rsseetinns 3,000
ran the gauntlet o le erit i : . ER R A S
: have cmtgu“ Weigl;e%uallmc;i!::zsdmki):; :::w for the hide snd give tho meat tew the| 328 % U r;!:& L,: e e 14500 L
: 2 Yyors. 40 o " AindRifad 3Pation,...p.n 1,500 cod s
iy conclusively that w U DO e By : - Kony
3,(5 one, and th);refore ;il(l:ai?ugoz:c}bﬁie: 851 e;ery Death, tew most oy us, 18 & kind oveifare- | 230 “ Badogham county, 30 Manhood: H‘:W eLd?. b
e possible manner for tho good of the Zorft ‘cv o Et.’nem,“__h positively our Inst appear- acrp land; good wmarsl, 460 storees
% munity ;—okronicling all objeots of jn— n;; I . 80 ¢ Grgounty sorsinie. 1,200 g o apubedad, kot ugivio)
i tarest,—commending the Worlby and _100i3 are quite often )ike hornets, very | 20 ' 3} {¥¥om Lansing.,.... © D00 Di. QuiveswiLlf Exuppn,
demi , Y BUG COD|bizzy, but about what, the Lord only knows{ 40 . Deveil impd ’ | i iy voon the mdiedl cure 1y
: eming thosa deserving of censure, Loces on b hat, | only knows - Dl impd..c... oo’ 200, ipntdgedicine) of Spermatorrbuwn, or Sor
1% on bope, iz livin on wind, a gogd | 400 *  Ori county; fuit Tnsd 4,000¢ PewR 1al 2+, Insoluntary Semmal Dpss
OUR POLITICS ! ‘V;ft:ew get phull, buta poor way tew git| 200 ¢ Aprcounty ...nile. 2.000 rui f»imml and Phywcal Incapach
phatt, | Ro Natriage ete ; a'so, Consum
i Wirnour frends and without . B . , tinn, B and Fits, indiced by self 1
g1 } et _ out enemys iz the ousesiLansing Trofm $§400 Tluonts and & ) y
queslt?gg ﬁ;:pﬁsjnﬁeﬁlpug‘ isha ]psrzer, the lnsst reliable ackountwe hay ov o stray dog. I"?‘c%rlﬁri‘t:-d ?ﬁ::{cﬁx:;::ﬂw ‘ :.En.h © cent
Sndin e %1&&03 eden Asked us ro-| S0y folks wonder whare aw! the Yies cum | £0 87,000L0ts from 8100 to Plis célelnnted guthot, i o1~ lirab
& ldg : y u_wcate(i. We fl'Om,butIdon't, ono guod liar will pizen o o a3, tlearly demonstrales ean a thari
001; sl;ly or tl;lc satll.:g‘nchou of those per-lwholo country, 81,200 in parts of the city. T e e inwenin
so0s and any others t iouf Hux ; ¢ ¢ oage 1o 3 of selt-ul !
e W b, o ot e e i e i ey
very generally known, but still % il rd tew ketch, and sure tew make yu onessy i non s grothe appheatign of Lo hnik
bl iy ' l wo shalllit yu dew or don't ketch em. prne e et the made of enrs at e simpl
ghall ourrcolu any !I;nlhy grfChQue, noitherl - Mexy peple spend thair time training tew vt Al effucial, by meansof which eve
1i rans be used or any contro-|fing the hole whare sin got into this world .“h el '."‘"cr “lf e v..fndmrn may |
voray on political subjects. ! g ¢ _ o veure honsedt cheaply, prisab 1y and raé
—.1f two men brako threw the ice into a é% IS( Y i )
ONE THING NEGESSALY mill-pond, they had better hunt fur sum good 7 « B This I ceture should he i1 the handy
R A 1Y, Lole tow gi M vets youth unl ecory m the hund.
i) OW git out, rather than git into along 3 S{ﬁk ﬁulc:scu; ma pl.\li';\ ::lem‘op:nfo a
Tho only thitg wantiog fo makea argument wbout the hole thay cum tew fall w:i TE IEL 1; 0}:; n-ig ; ‘u'-'!;{g;ﬁoslpaid,,.on reccipt of S\ Cents }
conutry nowspapar macessfal, is an carn mi:‘. ' A A, 4T oot | stamps.  Also, Dr. Culverwelt
cst cooperation on the partof cur citi);, | tm;s‘"ll\‘» tew unch sndulged in, soon "{#dloftieee Goide,” price 25 conts.  Addre
zons. Therois probably not a pereng | (Oared 1060 realty; this 1z ono way that A‘ L] e Puk. bers,
here, but would like to see & homcppupcr good hoss tluefs are made, a man leans over &g@ @Q@@@mﬁ o Bwn;, S?:%DJLCI',(ELS'K% &l co., 5
established, but it certainly can not live|” fence all day, and 1nagincs the hoss in the - e S0, Tork, Tost fc; IOIHI' »
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e E Baved His Whipping. SOR TOUNG MRN,
On the Rultwg Passion in Yoath and ens

\lanhoed, with SELF HFLP for tho Frrii
And nafortaniwe, -Bent in sealed letter onyyi
pes, res of char Address, FOWAS
ASHOUCIATION,#ox P, PHILADELIIC ), Py,

BW ANDPOPULAR SONG
1% NORLS Your TREaso

. - ¥

‘:,t::_.”\v.t“ M cjuestion syma of our] A hittle urchin seven or eight yeors ol in ﬁ !@ @ ( g
cit.zong, W0 wery uot previsusly informiene of our schools where n Miss Blodeett was ‘mg - !i' S &@’
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We wish to congratulate the Northville Record
on its one hundred years of outstanding service to the community.

For over fifty of those one hundred years, Ford Motor Company
has turned to Northville for the kind of skilled craftsman
we have come to depend on since our village industry days here.

You've set high standards for yourself
from your first day of work with us—whether it was in 1919 or 19689.
Standards that have made the Northville plant
a source of pride to Ford Motor Company since its beginning.

Choosing Northville as the site of our “new"” plant back in 1919
was certainly one of our better ideas.

...has a better idea
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‘1 Found Myself in The Woods’

Baptist Pastor Arrives in 1833

“I arrived in Michigan in April,
1833. I found myself in the woods,
almost among entire strangers,” wrote
Nathan Noyes, first pastor of the
Northville Baptist Church.

Pastor Noyes, recalling his early
experiences, continued: “I obtained a
house near Northville for a short time.
I now began to look about, and see if I
could suit myself anywhere in this
region of the country.

“I found a few Baptists scattered
in this place, who appeared much
rejoiced, because my lot had fallen
among them.”

The first site of the Northville
Baptist Church was located two miles
west of town on Taft Road. Services
were held in a small log building for the
17 members. The first constitution was
drawn up June 18, 1835.

Hiram Holmes, son of a Sunday
School teacher in the Northville Baptist
Church, wrote the following church
history when he was 87. The article is
dated December 16,1921

“By request I am endeavoring to
give a short summary of the Baptist
Church and Society of Northville. It
was organized June 18th, 1835. The
record of the proceedings of the
Baptist Society of Northville to be the
duty of the friends and supporters of
religion, to strive to have all things
pertaining (appertaining) to
Christianity conducted in a becoming
manner.

Therefore a meeting of the
members of the Baptist Church and
congregation met at the schoolhouse in
said village of Northville in Wayne

County on Thursday the third day of
February in the year 1835 agreeable to
previous notice legally given, proceeded
to organize by choosing Nathan Nyose
to preside at that meeting.

Resolved that a committee of
three be appointed to draft a
constitution to be adopted in forming a
religious society; accordingly Ebenezer
Pennel, John (Senman???) and Joseph
Stiles be that committee. So the first
committee named of three men went
about it and drew up several
resolutions purporting to arrange
affairs so that everything shall be legal
and in order. The annual meeting of
the society shall be held on the first
Monday of each year at which time the
Board of Trustees shall report their
proceedings to the Society. Democracy
seems to be the watch word of the
Baptist people or I may say that they
reserve the privilege always of
managing their own affairs in their own
way.
The appointing of all committees
and managing of all business shall be
decided by a majority at the business
meetings.

The constitution or articles added
at any annual meeting of the Society
by the concurrence of two thirds of the
members present (except the 2nd and
5th articles). Elder Nathan Noyes and
Ebenezer Pennel were chosen as
inspectors of the election of trustees,
the judges of the qualifications of
voters and the officers to return the
names of the persons who by plurality
of vote were elected and Henry

Continued on Page 3-B
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Designers, Manufacturers and Erectors
Of Distinctive Memorials

ALLEN MONUMENT WORKS

580 South Main Street — Northville

A.M. and James Allen
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Continued from Page 2-B

(Knapp???), David Gregory, Hester
(S1—=?7?), Merritt Randolph, William
Munn, Samuel Rogers and Ebenezer
Pennel were elected as trustees of said
society. We now have the names of the
men who were officers and trustees
that by knowledge and consent were
very instrumental in organizing the
above society and also were very exact
and painstaking about the Baptist
Church and Society of Northville.

On January 2, 1837, $800 had
been raised by subscription and $500
paid in toward a fund to build a house
of worship (on the same date the
members of trustees was changed from
seven to five).

It does not appear just when the
first meeting house was built, however
all meetings seem to have been held at
the home of one of the members until
after 1839. The annual meeting of
January 4, 1841 is recorded to have
been held in the Baptist meeting house.
So the first church edifice must have
been built in 1839 or 1840. We find a
statement that no record of the
meetings of the trustees were kept, the
clerk being away for sometime.

On May 1st, 1844 the church site
consisting of a half-acre of land was
deeded to the Baptist Society by
William Dunlap and Sarah Dunlap his
wife. George Dunlap and Leander
Ferguson were witnesses of signing of
the deed. On September 20, 1848,
articles of association were again filed
in the Wayne County clerk’s office.
Voted to build sheds November 11,
1852. There were 14 sheds buit to
shelter the faithful horses and a corner
shed for woodhouse at a cost of $243.
These sheds were sold to the highest
bidder and brought $237, a small loss,
but they were worth what they cost
both to man and beast and did good

service till the summer of 1888.
At every annual meeting for ten

years it was voted to find cost of
repairing meeting house. Anyhow the
people built their meeting house and
went to meetings in those days.

In January 4, 1858 it was again
voted on and a plan adopted to build
an addition of 12 feet. The old gallery
was to be taken out and a new gallery
built at the end of the house, the seats
turned and the desk placed in the west
end but this motion was lost. But as
luck would have it, a special meeting
was called a month later and in 1859 a
contract was given to S. Williams to
alter and construct the house of
worship. It was dedicated on December
first 1859.

The cost of building the meeting
house was over $1475. On November
29, 1859 it was voted to adopt a policy
of having the pews free. It was first
voted to obtain a parsonage in 1867.

Dr. Gardner’s house was examined,
$1130 dollars raised for parsonage by
April 6, 1867 but by some hook or
crook no further mention was made
about parsonage.

A 1000 pound bell was purchased
in 1879 for $278.75 — first part of the
fund necessary was left to the church
by Samuel Rogers previous to his
decease, so says the record but as I
recollect about it Samuel Rogers and
Aldrich (Knapp???) agreed between
themselves that they would purchase
the bell about that time. It was hung in
the bell tower at the cost of $3.65. Mr.
Rogers died and his son Daniel Rogers
and Aldrich Knapp payed for the bell
and the rest of us knew nothing about

it ‘til the bell was on the church lot.
Daniel Rogers, I expect, because he
wanted to, took the place of his father
and helped largely to support the
church as long as he lived.

G. G. VanZile (777 built the
parsonage in 1888. The whole cost to
the members of the church was $1200
but one bad feature of the case was t o
get people to agree what to do with the
old horse shed, where to locate the
parsonage, also to get together and go
about it.

The first furnace was installed in
1890. There is, of course, more of the
history of the Baptist Church and
Society but perhaps this will suffice for
the present. Allow me to say, however,
that the churches of Northville and
surrounding country must be among
the best of institutions. Everybody says
they are. Let a man look about to buy
a farm or other property and among

UNIDENTIFIED INTERIOR PICTURE OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

the first things he seems to think about
are there any churches and school
houses near by.

The sabbath schools, as they use
to be conducted 60, 70 or more year
ago, used to unite and have their
sabbath school picnics as I recollect
about it 75 or more years ago. The
children of the three churches would
gather together on the 4th of July for a
grand celebration. They would form in
a line about where the post office is,
drawn up four abreast, and the column
would reach north about a half of a
mile — some of my older sisters acting
as teachers; Colonel Hungerford on
horseback riding Deacon Dennis’s

brown Dick, a splendid horse and
acting as marshall of the day.

My father was teacher in the
sabbath school in the old Baptist
meeting house, and when I was about
six years old I can recollect how

NIGHT PICTURE OF PRESENT BAPTIST CHURCH

aptist Site

pleased he looked when Alfred and I
could repeat our five verses that we had
learned through the week. Can’t help it
my friend I must shed tears of joy
when 1 think of those old times back
there.

When the people, the men, women
and children came from the east and
other parts of the country lo these
many years ago, a colony of people
seemed to be willing to pitch their tent
on the site where the Village of
Northville now stands. Some of this
colony of people that were coming in
from different parts of the country
began building the village of Northville
from the stump in about 1826. Others
there were of more romantic
dispositions, who chose to exercise
their ability and strength chose the
outside about the town and cut their
way in through the wilderness.

The church pioneers back there
certainly are deserving of a great deal
of credit, more so than we can find
words to express. Undoubtedly they
were descendants of church going
people in a great measure and as soon
as it could be brought about they built
their churches to worship God
according to their own conscience.”

¥k dksk skok ki ok

July, 1895, marked the time when
individual Communion cups were first
used in the services at the First Baptist
Church of Northville.

In the early part of 1927, the
interior of the church built in 1859 was
reconstructed. A new constitution for
the church became effective February
10, 1931,

The church centennial was
celebrated in 1935 with services and

programs held throughout the entire
week of May 19-26.

During the next 10 years, the
church went through a period of
spiritual and financial difficulties.
Many members left the congregation
and the remaining few  struggled to
keep the church going. The church
regained strength in membership and
community position when Pastor
Walter Balagh assumed duties at the
First Baptist Church.

Pastor Balagh discontinued the
fund raising events of suppers and
bazaars and concentrated upon
soliciting funds directly from the
congregation.

Continued on Page 19-B
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Congratulations to The Northville Recned for its many years

of journalistic service fo its readers, for accenting the
realism of the man on the street and the actualities of
life by the visual as well as the written word.

1897-1937

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

201 Elm Northville

As You See it Today

%%

922-;5
Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church

770 Thayer Northville

et

N ul

As You See it Today

1836-1846

First Presbyterian Church

200 E. Main Northville

As You See it Today
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But Musical Instruments Banned

First Presbyterians Sing Hymns

Editor’s Note — The following
history of the First Presbyterian
Church was prepared by Charles L.
Dubuar and presented Sunday,
December 1, 1929 at the celebration of
the 100th anniversary of the church,

At the first meeting of the
trustees, February 16, 1835, William
Dunlap was chosen collector and

William Yerkes building
committeeman.
The trustees were at once

authorized to erect a church building in
the village of Northville, the size of the
house to be 24x30 feet and to cost
$300, and including a fence for the lot.
The next day the present site was
donated by Daniel L. Cady, one of the
prominent early pioneers of Northville
and a grandfather of our trustee, L. A.
Babbitt, on a bond of $250 that a
church would be completed within two
years.

On March 6, 1835, a contract was
made with John Lemon to erect the
building and fence the lot at a figure of
$330. The buildings was completed
October 20, 1836. In November the
church entered the new house.

Here fits in very appropriately, a
letter from David M. Ladd who,
coming here from the Presbyterian
church, Utica, New York, became a
member of our church November 19,
1836, and retained such membership
until December 3, 1838. This letter was
in reply to an invitation extended him
to attend the 75th anniversary.

Milford, Mich., Nov. 24, 1904,
Dear Brother Jerome:

“Yours of the 2lst is received,
informing me that the Northville
Presbyterian church proposes to
observe next Sunday as a memorial day
of the seventy-fifth year of their
organization, and a kind invitation to
be present if possible. Thanks for your
kind remembrance. Nothing would
please me better than to meet the sons
and daughters and grandchildren (now
members of the old church) of those
early members of the church of
1836-37-38 (all gone, perhaps, with the
exception of myself), for it was my
privilege to make the Northville church
my church home for those years.

“Memory recalls that at that day
there was where now stands the present
church, a small wooden church, very
plain and a single door in the north
end. From it an aisle running south
near to what was called the pulpit, with
seats on each side. All very plain, no
pictures on the walls, no organ or
musical instruments, not even a bass
viol which had been pronounced by the
presiding elder of the Methodist church
of that day an ‘“ungodly fiddie’, and
ordered out of the church.

“If I remember right there was no
special choir, but everybody sung that
could sing, using Watts’ hymns to the
tunes of ‘Old Hundred’, ‘Hebron,
‘Balerma’ and others. It need not be
surprising if there was some discord as
well as harmony in our singing for I
undertook to sing as well as others.

“From the summer of 1836 to
1837 except for a short time, we were
without a minister, but a morning
service was held and a sermon read,
these meetings being led by Father Hay
or by Deacon Smith. There lived in
Farmington at that day a farming
minister, Mr. Prince, and he was
engaged for a part of the summer to
preach once in two weeks. Memory

says that he announced that his
morning sermon would be doctrinal
and the afternoon practical. So in the
morning we had foreordination,
perseverance of the saints, etc., and
such was the propelling force of the
morning sermon that it forced its way
largely into the afternoon one. Now
you can see how it is that we are so
orthodox.

“Of the male members of the
church of that day, memory calls up
the names of Father Hay, Deacon
Smith, Deacon Bradley, Dr. Emory,
Mr. Pinkerton, Clark Griswold, Clinton
Johnson and Deacon Fuller, and the
women members — Mrs. William

Yerkes, the mother and grandmother
of the numerous clan Yerkes, many of
whom doubtless will be with you

Quarter Century of Progress

1887

Sunday and Mrs. William Dunlap, a
sister of the missionary, Dr. Nevius of
China. Please present my wishes for the
old church and hope she may let her
light shine in the far future. You may
be troubled to read this. My hand is far
from steady at 91 years. Farewell! D.
M. Ladd” (signed).”

At the annual meeting of the
society held January 6, 1845, it was
unanimously resolved to build a new
house of worship. In six weeks the
needed funds were contributed and on
April 1, 1845, a contract was let. The
building was completed in July or
August, 1846 at a cost of around
$3,000. The building was subsequently
dedicated. Rev. John C. Lord, D.D., of
Buffalo, New York, preached the
sermon.

For years one of Northville’s major industries was logging as evidenced here
in this picture of the Dubuar Manufacturing & Lumbering Company, located in the
area of what is now the Ford Valve plant. Visible in the distance, along Main Street

at left, is the Presbyterian Church Tower.

The former wooden church
building was moved to the rear. Later it

was moved just about south on to Cady
Street, where it was occupied for a
time by a Mr. Ames, who taught a
select school. Afterwards it did duty as
a house. Our brother church member,
Spencer Clark, knew it as the paternal
home for many years. It now forms a
part of the McCullough residence.

The summer of 1850, William Hay,
one of the elders of the church, died,
leaving the parsonage lot by will to the
church. In 1851, my father, Reverend
James Dubuar, with the family,
occupied the building that was upon it
for a year after their arrival.
Subsequently, the building was moved

Continued on Page 7-B

Over the years a number of different factories have stood on the Ford Valve
plant site. The tallest building in the foreground was once the Union Manufacturing
& Lumber Company, replacing Dubuar Manufacturing. Later the building was used
by Ford as its first plant here before its present building was constructed.

1910
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CHURCH HOURS

Summer 10 a.m. Morning Worship
Sunday School at the same hour
After Labor Day 9:30 and 11 a.m. Morning Worship
Sunday School at the 11 o’clock hour
Weekender’s Worship Thursday 8 p.m.
May thru October

BUILDING PROGRAM

We are ready to go! Only the cumrent short supply of mortgage money keeps us from breaking ground.
Our trustees and building committee are balancing the responsibilities of today against the opportunities of
tomorrow. We are making every possible effort to start soon.

MEMORIALS

This issue of the RECORD dwells on the past. To indulge in remembrance is a bittersweet thing, an
honest emotion common to man. To pause, to reflect on our common heritage and roots, is good. If you
wish to remember someone in a lasting manner, keep in mind the many ways in which friends, parents, or
family may be honored by appropriate memorials in the new church. Full details are available in our special
“Memorials’ brochure. A copy is available to you thru our church office.

OUR PHILOSOPHY

“Centered in Christ ... Worldwide in scope ... Interested in You.”

GUENTHER C. BRANSTNER, MINISTER

Firat United Methodist Chureh

109 W. DUNLAP STREET NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

New Location: Eight Mile at Taftf

THE FUTURE IS A FACT
LET US FACE IT WITH FAITH
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Presbyterians

Continued from Page 5-B

away — down Cady Street — and
became a dwelling house. The present
parsonage or manse, was built in 1884,

In 1872 it was voted to repair and
remodel the church. During the
summer while the work was in process,
meetings were held in the young men’s
hall (now Ladies’ Library building). On
October 31st, the church was
rededicated. Reverend William
Horgarth, D.D., of Detroit, preached in
the morning and Reverend A. T.
Pierson, D.D., of Detroit, in the
evening.

On March 4, 1889, at a meeting of
the church and society called for that
purpose, a motion was carried
unanimously to change the name of the
church of the First Presbyterian
Society of Northville.

In 1912 an addition was built on
the rear for Sunday school and society
purposes. A year later the auditorium
was remodeled and enlarged and other
improvements made. This with the
addition of a balcony in 1922 forms
the present house of worship.

Michigan, and continued in that
relation until the reunion in 1870.

(April 24, 1840, the church
withdrew from the Presbytery of
Detroit, and May 13th connected itself
with the Presbytery of Michigan).

This action, however, was not
taken without opposition, and two
protests were presented signed by Jesse
Cram and Jeremiah Phillips and Harvey
S. Bradley. Twelve members finally
withdrew and organized a New School
church and built the building now
occupied by the Ladies’ Library (Now,
in 1969, the Northville Township Hall).
Of this new church, Rev. Sylvester
Cochrane was the first and only pastor.
The society connected with this church
was organized January 21, 1845, and
held its last meeting January 16, 1849.
The first trustees were Harvey 8.
Bradley, Daniel Pomeroy and Aaron
Norris. Other members were Jesse
Cram, Amos Mead, George H. Wilcox,
Samuel Clark, Stephen Robson, Horace
Bradley, David Clarkson, Henry P.
Bradley, Hezekiah B. Clark, James T.

‘Twelve members finally withdrew and

organized a new school church and

built the building . . .’

In 1840, our church was called
upon to meet the questions which had
caused the division in 1837-38 into
‘New School’ and ‘Old School’ bodies.
The Presbytery of Detroit, with which
this church was connected, had
approved the course of the

commissioners in joining the New
School body. The Michigan churches
were largely in sympathy with the New
School movement. But this church,
after a warm discussion, voted to unite
with the OIld School branch, and
identified itself with the Presbytery of

* ;5

PRESBY

TERIANS BUILT ‘OLD LIBRARY’ IN 1845

Chittenden, Edwin H. Jones, Susannah
Wilson, Alonzo Plumstead, Jeremiah H.
Phillips, Margaret Wing and Samuel
Williams.

The career of this church
terminated when the A.H.M. society
withdrew its support. So far as known
all afterwards returned to the old
church, except a few who joined the
Congregational church at Salem.
Harvey S. Bradley was an elder in our
church for many years until his death.
The New School church building was
afterwards for a time used as a school

" PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH A

building.

The Sunday school of our church
was evidently in existence from a very
early day, but the date of its
organization is not now known. Hiram
S. Fuller appears to have been the first
superintendent.

In August, 1842, it was resolved
that the session be an authorized body
for missionary purposes, and in the
same year the first offering was taken
for foreign missions.

The Women’s Foreign Missionary
Society was organized April 6, 1873.
The first president was Mrs. Martha
Dubuar. On May 15th, at the third
meeting of the society, a resolution was
adopted that we educate one of Miss
Dean’s (Jennie Dean, the well known
missionary in China, for about 30 years
and who was from this locality) pupils
in the Fiske Seminary, Oroomiah,
Persia, and that her name be Martha
Dubuar. Some years previous to this

QUARTER CENTURY AGO
the church educated a James Dubuar in
India. In February, 1880, it was
decided to do something in the home
missionary line and this finally led to
the fully organized Home Missionary
Society.

The Ladies’ Aid Society was a long
time in existence, but the date of
organization does not appear. In 1920,
this society and the Women’s
Missionary societies were merged into
the Women’s Union. The present Nellie
Yerkes Auxiliary of today is the
Westminster Guild of former days.

Reverend Charles Dunlap, son of
William and Sarah Dunlap, and brother
of Jennie Dunlap White, for many
years a pastor elsewhere has been the
only minister to come from our

church.
Here are several items that have
not been mentioned elsewhere:

February 26, 1832, the Confession of
Continued on Page 17-B

You are invited to attend

NORTHVILLE’S

MOST HISTORIC CHURCH

THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

N. Wing and Randolph — Northville

STANDS WITHOUT APOLOGY FOR
THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OF THE WHOLE BIBLE.

CEDRIC WHITCOM
PASTOR

SUNDAY SERVICES
*Sunday School 9:45 AM.
*Morning Service 11:00 A.M,
*Youth Groups 6:30 P.M.

*Evening Service 7:30 P.M,

WEDNESDAY
+Boys Brigade

& Pioneer Girls 6:45 P.M.
*Mid-Week Service 7:30 P.M.
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LITTLE REMAINS — Only the building at the far right still remains
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of the factories that existed at the Main Street curve early in this
century. The pond is gone, and the tracks in the foreground have

First Church: ‘Plymouth Mission’
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long since been moved to a higher level. Only hints of the bridge that
crossed the pond, once part of the Argo Mill works, are barely visible

today.

Methodist Services Held in Barn

By Rev. Paul M. Cargo

For the early history of the
Northville Methodist Church we turn
to a manuscript by F.R. Beal titled
“Fifty Years History of the Northville
Church” and bearing the date of July
16, 1904. It is a compilation of
information from the personal
correspondence of Lorenzo Davis, the
first clergyman at the Northville
Church; John H. Pitezel, a later
minister with a good sense of history;
and other documents.

ok ek kkokok

Methodist meetings were held in
private homes, school houses and barns
in pioneer days. In this immediate
vicinity Paul Hazen’s log cabin, which
was east of Waterford, William Hicox’s
shop which was on the present site of
the J. A. Dubuar factory, (now Ford
Valve Plant), are the places most
mentioned prior to 1834. And one
quarterly conference was held in Rufus
Thayer’s barn on the west side of the
township. The virgin forest which then
covered this country was broken only
inspots by the clearings of the earliest
settlers.

Detroit was only a hamlet twice
the size that Northville is now.

There were no old white haired
men and women here. The people were
all young married folks.. all
industriously striving to carve out
homes for themselves and their
posterity from this wilderness. This
church was at first in the Ohio
Conference and was known as
Plymouth Mission, taking its name
from the township. It was organized
August 20th, 1834 at a session of the
Ohio Conference, but there are some
things worthy to appear in this record
of an earlier date. The territory of
Michigan was under the jurisdiction of
the Genesee, N.Y. Conference from
1810 to 1820 and of the Obhio
Conference from 1820 to 1836 when
the Michigan Conference was
organized,

The Presiding Elder from 1832 to
1836 was James Gilruth, a man of
tremendous size. Lorenzo Davis
recounts this amusing incident
concerning him: The presiding Elder,
who lived in Ann Arbor, was always on

time, but in the spring of the year he
was delayed by swollen streams as he
sought to make his way to the
Quarterly Conference to be held in Rufus
Thayer’s barn. Usually he took two
horses, riding one and resting the other,
or a special cart.

“On this occasion he used his ‘light
wagon’ as she calledit. This little wagon
was of most primitive construction. It
was simply what we should call an old
fashioned one-horse lumber wagon very
rudely built... Gilruth, though rich,
never spent any money in repairs when
hickory withs or straw ropes could be
made to serve the purpose. On this
occasion the straw ropes and hickory
withs, becoming saturated with water,
were subjected to more than their usual
strain and when in the middle of one of
the swollen streams, gave out, letting

to a private house where the village of
Northville now stands.”

In the fall of 1833 the school
district let a contract for building the
stone school house on the east part of
the village, on a part of the property
now belonging to John Hirsch. This
was finished in 1834, and from that
time, until the churches were
completed, meetings were held there
by all denominations alternately.

On the 17th of March, 1834, a
deed was given by William and Sarah
Dunlap, who then owned nearly all the
land on the north side of Main Street,
for the south part of the lot where the
church now stands. The consideration
was $50, and the old church was built
facing the east on Center Street. On the
same date a contract was made with
one John White of Salem for erecting

‘They often disturbed the meetings, made

much noise outside, one night

burning the

the box and preacher gently down into
the turbid and racing waters. The P.E.
soon recovered himself and managed to
tie his little wagon together and
proceeded to his meeting.”

If there were natural causes
conspired against the church and its
emissaries, so was there some human
opposition. In June of 1832 a series of
revival meetings were held at Benton’s
schoolhouse (located in what is now
the Cass Benton Park area).

“There was much interest, people
came from all around the country, and
many conversions occurred. There was
also much opposition among a certain
class of men. They often disturbed the
meetings, made much noise outside,
one night burning the minister in
effigy, and shouting ‘Fire! Firel’
During the meetings, on Sunday
morning, as the people began to gather
for service, they found the schoolhouse
torn down, so that the logs to which
the roof was attached were on the
ground. Mr. Benton’s bull, killed, was
astride the roof, with a hymn book in
his mouth. The meetings were moved

minister in effigy. . .’

and enclosing the building, except sash
and doors, for the sum of two hundred

and fifty dollars.

The church was considered a gem
of taste and neatness. For this
Northville was largely in debted to the
liberality, the energy and push of D.H.
Rowland, a merchant and a local
preacher of no mean talent.

The frame was raised and stood a
long time without covering. One thing
is certain, that it was almost as long in
building as was Solomon’s temple, and
was not completed and dedicated until
the early part of September, 1839.

Methodist people supported the
work of the church and the labors of
pastors. Lorenzo Davis paid his respects
to sister Robinson, at whose residence
he stayed. “She was a noble woman,
whose kind offices to the boy preacher
are affectionately remembered and will
remain in memory as long as life
endures.” There was the kindness of
the Mead family, the affectionate
counsel of Brother Rufus Thayer, the
friendship of Gregorys and of Mr. H.M.
Perrin. Pitezel noted that D.H.

Rowland (mentioned above) “had but
one eye but could see more than most
of his neighbors with two. His family
of intelligent girls seemed to be born
vocalists, and with the sweet melody of
their hearts and voices, rendered our
devotions attractive. Hiram Perrin and
his wife were among our most cultured
members. The members in general at
Northville, blended intelligence and
piety with loyalty to the church.”

The preacher appointed to the
church in 1834 was Lorenzo Davis and
the senior minister on the circuit was
Marcus Swift. A fine specimen of
manhood, Marcus Swift was as well, a
powerful preacher and a man of strong
conviction.

Lorenzo Davis, to whom Marcus
Swift was counselor, guide, and wise
father in Israel, writes that in addition
to performing his ministerial functions,
“he was in his neighborhood the
law-giver, for he was for many years a
justice of the peace, and his word was
law whether it conformed to the
statute or not. The young people
seemed to think they could not be
legally married unless Elder Swift
performed the ceremony.”

These were the days when slavery
was under considerable discussion,
favorably in the south, unfavorably in
the north. Marcus Swift was strongly
anti-slavery. At the meeting of the
Conference in 1839 in Ann Arbor Rev.
Swift of the Plymouth Circuit appeared
with a recommendation for Elders
orders. Rev. Samuel Bibbins came up
for Deacon’s orders. The Conference
refused to ordain these brethren.

A strong anti-slavery sentiment
had sprung up in the north, which
finally culminated in the formation of
a political party, the church partaking
in a large degree of the abolition
sentiment, causing much difficulty in
some sections of the north, and finally
resulted in the formation of what was
known as the Wesley or Anti-slavery
M.E. Church. The M.E. Church, while
not favorable to the “peculiar
institution”, yet for the sake of
harmony all efforts to rid it of the
curse were officially opposed. Mr.
Swift believing this to be a great wrong,

Continued on Page 9-B
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posed in this picture construction of the new Methodist tower was
rapidly taking shape before it was hoisted into position.

Clock Donor’s Name

Revealed in 1393

Oct. 13, 1893 — Detectives have at
last pulled from his concealment, the
man who in August offered Northville
a four dial Hotchkiss, eight-day strike,
gravity escapement, 1,500-pound town
clock, conditioned on the M.E. church
tower being fitted for it.

It was done, the clock is ordered

and the donor’s name is John Gardner,
and all Northville is sounding the
praises of “the grand old man.”
Singular as it may seem there are men
in Northville who kick on this
munificent gift, because the striking of
the clock will tell their wives the hour
they get in nights.

Organ Factory Here
Sold to Detroit Firm

June 12, 1931 — The old Granville
Wood & Son Organ company factory,
which was organized in 1884, after five
years of activity, sold out to the Esty
Organ factory of Detroit.

The wooden factory building later
was converted into the brick factory of
the Globe Furniture & Manufacturing
Company. In 1884, F. R. Beal induced
Granville Wood and his son, William, to

come to Northville to make pipe
organs. The company was organized
with Granville Wood as superintendent,
and William M. Osband as president.

A number of handsome organs
were built, some constructed at the
cost of $5,000 each. The organ in the
present Methodist church was made
there, and there formerly was one in
the Presbyterian Church.

Early Services -

Held in Barn

Continued from Page 8-B
could not consistently remain with the
Communion. He therefore left the
Conference and church and identified
himself with the new organization.

When John Pitezel became the
minister of the circuit, following this
Conference action, he found sentiment
overwhelmingly in favor of Swift and
Bibbins. He tried to use the forces of
reconciliation but in the end gave
letters to some 30 persons, “preferring
the few in unity to the many in a state
of discord.”

The first church in its interior was
in the English Wesleyan style with a
high pulpit at the west wall and a flight
of stairs on either side. In the corners
of the church were square box pews.
As first erected, the frame church had
two doors, later changed to one double
door.

Recounting his pastorate
(1854-55) Rev. William Taylor recalls
that “we took down the old fashioned
high pulpit in the old church and put
up a platform and desk of more
modern style.” The old church building
was in use until the new one was
erected in 1885,

The Michigan Conference having
been formed in September of 1836, it
was in 1856 divided. Northville,
formerly on the Detroit district was
now on the Ann Arbor District of the
new Conference.

A great deal could be written
concerning the early ministers of the
church. In a period of American
history, nrot without turmoil, they
served well. Many held strong
convictions with regards to the issue of
slavery. They served, and the people
served the Lord without benefit of
modern means of transportation or
communication, with scarcely more
written resources than the Bible, yet
they loved the Lord and the church
was established in this place.

James V. Watson was the minister
of the Northville Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1843 when the community
numbered about 500 souls. An
interesting true story is related about
him. The Conference at which
appointments were made for Michigan
were held far away, in Ohio or Indiana.
Anticipation reached a climax when
appointments to the Michigan District
were to be read. The Bishop read in a
solomn tone, White Pigeon, James V.
Watson. “In an instant Brother Watson
was on his feet crying out, ‘will
anybody tell me where on earth White
Pigeon is?” The Bishop stopped long
enough to say, as indifferently as if no
heart was bleeding, “You will find it,
Brother Watson, in the state of
Michigan.” Meanwhile the brethren
broke out in a storm of laughter,
notwithstanding most of them were
almost in tears over their
disappointments, though some of them
meant to say by their laugh, ‘It is your
turn now to take a hard circuit’.”

James Watson served Northville with
distinction and later became the editor
of the Northwestern Christian
Advocate, “a paper as keen as an
October briar, whose prickers have
been sharpened by frost.”

Another editor, Thomas C.
Gardner, who served Northville in 1844
wrote of Northville: It was then a

pleasant little village, noted for its
morality, educational enterprise and
religious activities. It still maintains
these characteristics. There is only one
place in this village of 2,000
inhabitants, where spirituous liquors
are sold, and the wonder is that its
high-toned public sentiment permits
this one place to exist. He referred to
the Globe Furniture Company, the
Pipe Organ Company of E.R. Reed,
Esq. and commended the Sunday
School on its “religious spirit and
benevolent activity.”

Writing in 1904 of conditions that
prevailed in the Northville frame
church in 1851 when her husband was
the pastor, Mrs. R. Pengelly said the
situation was not good. “The church
was confessedly bankrupt. The building
was in no condition to accommodate
the people... as soon as fire was needed
the church would be better fitted for
smoking hams than for listening
attentively to gospel preaching!” The
church was cleaned and painted and
another chimney was added!

The large issue was still
antislavery. In one quarter 144
withdrew from the circuit. In the
wisdom of later years Pitezel wrote,
“After the storm had spent its fury
some returned to be idolized by an
indulgent mother. Mainly, ministers
and people kept aboard of the old ship,
saw her through the storms and
breakers, in an open sea, with sails
unfurled and pennants flying, on the
homeward stretch; saw her proudly
sailing over the crested waves. What
neither church nor state, nor
anti-slavery organizations, all combined
had the sagacity or power to do, a
mysterious and Alwise Providence, in
due time, brought about as a war
measure through the agency of the

‘As soon as fire was
needed the church
would be better fitted

for smoking ham. . J

immortal Lincoln. To God be all the
gloryt”

In days just prior to the Civil War
the salary was $400 per year and
parsonage. Union services were held on
Sunday evenings with the Presbyterians
and Baptists. When Lincoln was
assasinated a memorial service was held
in “our Church”, all the ministers and
others taking part.

J.E. Jacklin, pastor at Northville
from 1877 to 1880, in a letter to H.H.
Mallinson, written October 29, 1934
tells of his pastorate. He came to
Northville following an appointment to
a “primitive section of the Saginaw
Valley abounding in fever and ague and
whiskey but scantily supplied with
morality, piety and organized church
life, I went under a happy appointment
to Northville.

“My first Sabbath at Northville
brought me a feeling of depression
which 1 described to my host about
like this, ‘T'm afraid I’m going to feel
lost and out of place here in this town.
[ have been living where there are

Continued on Page 10-B
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Methodist Services Held in Barn

Continued from Page 9-B
whole towns of godless folks needing
the gospel and needing salvation and

there was work wherever I looked, but
here it looks as if everybody went to
church and as if every man and woman
knew the Lord. Where can I find any
real work to do? This place won’t be to
my liking.” It was a real and positive
and sincere feeling I had and I assure
you it was discouraging, but I found it
was based on a slightly incorrect
impression. I did manage to keep busy
three happy years and when I left there
was still work to be done, saints
needing sanctification and sinners
needing conversion.”

J.E. Jacklin recalled that the name
of Marcus Swift was still a household
word. James Gilruth, the giant
Presiding Elder, was talked about. He
spoke glowingly of his official board,
“tall, stalwart and fine fellow,” and a
splendid group of capable housewives
made up our Ladies Aid Society.

What socials we had! They were
not intended to be money-making
affairs and they were in truth a reality
social and religious gatherings. Our
people came to prayer meetings
without urging and our class meetings
were testimony meetings and everyone
had a personal experience that was
worth talking about.

In the years between the Civil War
and 1900 the Northville Methodist
Episcopal Church had a succession of
fine ministers. The membership tripled
in size. During the pastorate of Rev.
JM. VanEvery (1884-86) the present
church building, bearing the

cornerstone date of 1885, was erected.
The position of the new church was to
be directly behind the properties
occupied by the old church and the
parsonage at the southwest corner of
Center and Dunlap streets. The records
say that the pastor, primarily a
revivalist, “was strong for a new church
building and promoted the enterprise
until action was taken.” There is a
further observation that Rev. J.M.
VanEvery was a strong tempered man
and it made things difficult for him at
times.

The new church building was
discussed at the Quarterly Conference
held May 5, 1884. Less than a year
later action had proceeded so that Plan
No. 31 was ordered. Plans were
received April 6, 1885. Among the
names of those who were present in
church leadership at that time are John

young people’s group was a “‘sparking
club.” The pastor was incensed with
this fling at the young folks, one of
whom was his niece Miss Hodge.

One of the men who led in the
building of the new church was F.R.
Beal, president of the Globe Furniture
Co., in Northville, long a faithful
Sunday School Superintendent, and a
lay delegate to General Conference. He
gave liberally toward the new church in
time and money. The woodwork in the
church, beams, panelling, doors,
casings, organ case, as well as pews and
pulpit were fashioned in his shop.

A careful estimate of cost for
Church Plan No. 31 is extant. It is in
the amount of $5,308.64. As originally
built, the church did not have the clock
in the tower. The clock was given
during the late fall of 1893 and the top
of the tower was rebuilt to admit this

‘The old organ had to be pumped

by hand, the customary pay

being 35-cents per Sunday. ..’

Smith, Hattie Thornton, Katie Hodge,
Charles Booth, Frank Ambler, Louis A.
Beal, Louise Beal, Charles A. Rogers,
Lucy Chambers. The cornerstone was
laid July 4, 1885.

In order to raise money for the
new church, young people sold ice
cream on Saturday evenings. Stained
glass windows for the chapel were
purchased. No little stir was created by
a news item which appeared in the
Wayne County Courier stating that the

Sarah ~“Ann Cochrane

“Historical

“to perpetuate the memory and spirit

Chapter
“DACR.at a glance.....!

T |

of the men and women who achieved

American Independence’

general diffusion of knowledge”

importance, institutions for the

“Educational

“to promote, as an object of primary

“Patriotic

“to cherish, maintain and extend the

institutions of American freedom: To

foster true patriotism and love of country”

addition.

At the Conference in September,
George W. Hudson was appointed
pastor of the church with Mr.
VanEvery as co-pastor. The latter
remained long enough to help in the
dedication services for the new church
building. Bishop John F. Hurst was
present and gave the dedication
sermon. Out of town pastors included
the editor of the Michigan Christian
Advocate, James H. Potts; Seth Reed,
Presiding Elder and Rev. J.E. Jacklin,
former pastor. Charles A. Dolph, one
of the Sunday School pupils at the
time, says that “numerous Sunday
School pupils were present and most of
them were in the upstairs windows
looking on the crowd below.”

During the first half of the 20th
century the church made strides
forward in membership, from 235 in
1900 to 516 in 1950. An addition,
known as the William Richards
Fellowship Hall was built on the
church in 1928. It was named after
Rev. William Richards, a beloved pastor
from 1922 to 1931.

In 1934 during the week of
October 28, the Centennial of the
Church was observed. Dr. HH.
Mallinson preached on “Why Does The
Church Live?” The week’s activities
included fellowship night, a lecture, a
concert by the Boulevard Temple M.E.
A cappella choir, a centennial banquet,
and a centennial drama, “The Church
of Yesterday and Today” written by
the pastor,

In 1939 the church assumed a new
name. Heretofore it was known as the
First Methodist Episcopal Church, for
in 1939 three Methodist denominations
merged (The Mcthodist Episcopal
Church, the Methodist Protestant
Church and the Methodist Episcopal
Church South) to form the Methodist
Church. Among the organizational
changes the Ladies Aid Society became
the Woman’s Society of Christian
Service, and the Epworth League, with
its motto of “Look up, Lift up”,
became the Methodist Youth
Fellowship.

On March 24, 1946 a new organ
was dedicated. The gift of Mr, and Mrs.
William Walker, Jr., the Marr-Coltln
Pipe Organ was accepted on behalf of
the congregation by Mr. William

Cansfield. W. Leslie Williams was the
pastor at the time. Leslie G. Lee was
the choir leader and Mrs. Barton
Connors the organist. The old organ
had to be pumped by hand, the
customary pay being 35 cents per
Sunday to a boy for organ pumping.
An electric blower was an
improvement.

Throughout the years the Ladies
Aid Society and the Epworth League
functioned ably, and no history can be
written without due gratitude to these
and other organizations. Finance
plagues every church and the Northville
church has been no exception. During
the pastorate of Fred Walker (1915-17)
the duplex envelope and every member
canvass system was adopted. In his
annual report he noted that no plan
will work itself, and the difficulty
seems to be how to devise some “plan
to work the plan.”

In the years since the close of
World War II an increase in population
on the outskirts has been observed,
accounting for the increase in
membership from 302 in 1940 to 567
in 1959. This pressure and the desire to
provide adequate facilities prompted the
church to engage in an extensive
remodeling of the basement area to
provide Sunday School classrooms, and
to provide a chapel at the rear of the
sanctuary, complete with stained glass
memorial windows. This project took
place in 1954 and 1955.

Early in 1957 the first step in
expansion of the land area was made
with the purchase of the McKinney
property adjacent to the church on the
west. On March 27, 1957 the Allen
property was purchased, thus returning
the church land belonging to it a
hundred years before. The parsonage at
549 West Dunlap was sold and the
Johnson property at 139 West Dunlap
was purchased and became the
parsonage.

In the spring of 1960, the tower of
the church found to be unsound was
razed, and the trustees were authorized
to draw up plans and erect another in
its place. The building to proceed in
the summer of 1960.

We recognize, however, that the
real history of the church is written in
the lives of the people and the faith of
the congregation. In 1904 F.R. Beal
wisely wrote: “There is heart history in
connection with the life of every
person coming into our society that
never has and never can be written. If
we could uncover that, we could tell
more of the real history that our
church has helped to make. Who can
tell the number of those that have been
born into the new life within her walls,
or that have been lifted to a higher
plane of life and thought by teachings
from her pulpit.

“Who can figure out the value of
our church to the community or to
those who have come within its
influence?

“Where is the historian that can
even attempt to measure the bound of
its value in social or political lines?

“Where can we find its limit in the
work of the Sunday School and in
educational and other lines?”

Thesc are questions to be answered
only in the last great day and until then
we must work and wait.

Fkokkdekokkkk
The Methodist Church of
Northville celebrated its 125th

anniversary in 1959,
Continued on Page 15-B
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ITraveling Milford Priest Offered
First Mass Here in May, 1887

In the early days of Qur Lady of
Victory Catholic Church in Northville,
Mass was not celebrated every week,
nor was it always on Sunday.

Priests from Milford celebrated
Mass in homes of parishioners in the
Northville area beginning in the late
1880’. On May 25, 1887, Rev. F.
Broegger came to Northville to offer
Mass in a home located on West Dunlap
Street. This was the beginning of the
Catholic Church here — organized as a
mission.

In 1889 Reverend James A. Halley
replaced Rev. Broegger. One morning a
month he would take the train from
Milford to Northville, offer Mass, hire a
horse and buggy and drive to Wayne to
say Mass. The next day he would return
to Milford by train.

About this same year, the Catholic
parish, numbering only six or eight
families, purchased the old frame
Methodist Church and moved it to
North Center Street near where Ely’s

.
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schedule of having Mass once a month
continued.

The day before Reverend Halley
would come to Northville, the ladies of
the parish cleaned the church and
prepared the Altar.

In cold weather, some of the older
children would stop at the church to
start a fire in the pot-belly stove on
their way to school. Mass was
celebrated at 10:30 a.m. and the:
children were excused from recess at
the public school to attend Mass.
Families came from Salem, Plymouth
and Novi to join the Northville
parishioners.

The Kohler family, who had
moved to Northville in 1886, made
their home available to the priest for
headquarters. Since their home was
located across from the Northville
spring, it was convenient for the priest
to walk across to the Kohler’s home
when he arrived by train. In bad
weather he would say Mass in their
home.

On April 30, 1893 Rev. George
Clarson assumed missionary duties in
Northville. The Ladies’ Altar Society
was organized this year, with May
McCullogh acting as secretary-treasurer.
To maintain the Society, each lady
contributed ten-cents a month.

Reverend Thomas Lee,
remembered as a tall, slender man who
always carried a gold-headed cane,
came to Northville in 1899. In 1902,
Reverend Thomas Halley, younger
brother of Father James Halley,
replaced Father Lee. The old church,
badly in need of repair, was sold and
Mass was said in a rented hall on Main
Street.

In 1905, Father Halley bought the
site where the Detroit Edison building
now stands. The two front rooms of
the frame building were used as the
church and the Thomas Gleason family
occupied the rest of the home.

Father Halley often brought actors
from the dramatic club at Milford to
present plays in the old Opera house
across from the Church. He also held
many raffles, using articles donated by
Northville businessmen.

The ladies of the Altar Society
were busy making aprons, having card
parties and sponsoring sleighrides.
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CENTER STREET — Frame buildings still faced the street from the
west side of Center Street when this picture was taken, according to
one oldtimer, before World War II. At left corner part of the “crow’s

nest”’ (band platform) is visible.

Church dinners, at first priced at 25
cents, were raised to 50 cents when
Father Halley discovered it was easier
to feed 50 people at 50 cents than 100
people at 25 cents.

Reverend John Dowdle came to
Northville November 12, 1912. Mass
was then held in Catermole Hall on
North Center Street.

In November 1920, Reverend
LaFevre came to the Northville parish,
using the old library building for a
church, In 1922, Northville and
Plymouth were made separate parishes.
Father LeFevre, the last priest to stay

at the Kohler home, went to the
Plymouth parish. Rev. Joseph Schuler
was assigned pastor of the Northville
parish.

In 1922, land where the church
now stands, at Orchard and Thayer
Streets, was purchased. The first
church was a frame building dedicated
to Our Lady of Victory, giving the
present parish its name. Father Schuler
lived on Fairbrook, near Wing Street,
until a frame house on Thayer Street
was purchased for him. Later, a brick
house, the first permanent rectory, was
bought.

Continued on Page 15-B

There’s no
better way
fo wish you

a Happy
Anniversary

Lila’s Flowers And Gifts
115 East Main - Northville
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Churches of Area
Linked to History
Of 19th Century

The churches in the Northville area
have their roots deep in the past. Many
of them were founded in the mid-19th
century by hard-working men of the
soil who realized the importance of
having a church in their community.

I WIXOM BAPTIST

On March 21, 1838, a dozen
families who settled in Michigan after
coming from New York State,
organized what is now known as the
First Baptist Church of Wixom.

Under the name The First Free
Baptist Association of Commerce, the
congregation met in homes until 1854.
Services were then conducted in a red
frame school house near West Maple
and Wixom roads.

Before long the church was
outgrown and a red brick building was
placed just north and back from the
rocad. On January 12, 1865 the new
church was dedicated.

In 1897, using a team of horses,
the building was moved to a site across
from the present church. The operation
took two weeks.

The first addition to the church
was completed and dedicated October
8 and 9, 1910. A basement was
constructed under the addition in the
early 1920’s.

The centennial of the First Baptist
Church of Wixom was celebrated July
1 and 2, 1938.

A five-acre building site was
purchased in 1958, and another 1%
acres was acquired later. The new
building was constructed and furnished
for approximately $100,000. The
cornerstone of the old church is now in
the vestibule of the present church.

In September, 1968, the
congregation celebrated their 130th
anniversary with the dedication of the
new educational unit and bell tower.
The bell that hangs in the tower, was
purchased in 1865.

Today the church numbers over
300, with 400 children enrolled in the
Sunday school.

NOVI BAPTIST
The First Baptist. Church of Novi
was founded in February, 1846, under

the name of the Novi Baptist Church.
The original church was located on

Novi Road near Grand River. When the
church burned down, a second church
was constructed on the same site.

In 1957 the name was changed to
the First Baptist Church of Novi.

The location of the present church
was purchased in 1961 and the new
building erected.

Today the congregation has 225
members. Within the church there is a
Vera Vaughn circle for the women. The
circle is named for the first church
supported missionaries who are now
serving in French Equatorial Africa.

NOVI METHODIST

Novi’s newest church, Novi United
Methodist Church, was formed April
22, 1969, with formal uniting services
conducted May 25.

The church was born out of the
unification of the Novi Methodist
Church and the Willowbrook
Community Church. The services are
conducted at the Willowbrook church
building on Willowbrook and Ten Mile
roads.

The Novi Methodist Church was
founded in 1830, with the minister
from the Brighton Methodist Church
serving the Novi congregation. Services
were conducted in a school house west
of the present building on Grand River.

In 1875 the church was built, part
of which was still in use until the
recent move. In past years the church
had united with the Baptist Brethern,
with idea of building the church for the
youth, but the unification was
discontinued.

In 1962, the church building was
moved back 100 feet and an additional
40 feet was added. The original
building was also remodeled. A new
basement was built between 1962-63.

The Methodist church had a
membership of 168, with 141 enrolled
in the Sunday school program. Active
church groups include WSCS, United
Methodist Youth Fellowship, three
choirs and a United Methodist Men’s
league.

WILLOWBROOK COMMUNITY

The Willowbrook Community
Church was organized in 1956, with
the present building constructed in

Continued on Page 14-B
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First Lutheran Services Held
At Nine Mile and Taft in 1896
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Northville was organized
August 23, 1896. The first services
were held in a frame building, also
serving as a school, on the corner of
Nine Mile and Taft Roads.

Reverend Paul J. Reinhardt, first
pastor of the Lutheran Church, lived
with Mr. and Mrs. William Holtz who
were instrumental in organizing the
church,

The first services were conducted
each Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. in
German. Each Sunday before services,
the Holtz family organ was loaded into
the milk wagon and taken to the school
house.

August 23, when the first services
were conducted, the congregation
voted upanimously to adopt the name
‘“‘Evangelisch Lutherische
Reformationsgemeinde von Northville”
(Evangelical Lutheran Church of the
Reformation of Northville) for the
newly organized church.

The following Sunday, August 30,
1886, Holy Communion was celebrated
for-the first time in the congregation.

The young congregation began
conducting its first Christian Day
School with seven children, September
14, 1896. There was no tuition charge.

When it was discovered that the
long distance to the school house was
inconvenient for services Reverend
Reinhardt began conducting weekly
services in German at the Presbyterian
Church in South Lyon. The first service

the Ohio Lutheran Synod. Later,
connections were established with the
Synod of Missouri, Ohio and other
states. In time the name of the church
was changed to its present name.

Shortly after the new church was
built in 1897, a school house was
erected. The congregational minutes of
May 25, 1924, record adoption of a
resolution to move the school house
from its location on the south side of
the church. The school was located
next to the church and served as a
meeting house and Sunday School.

The first Sunday bulletin was
published in July, 1926. In it was a
notice of a change in the services.
German services would be conducted
twice a month instead of every other
Sunday.

“There can be no question,” the
bulletin read, “that this schedule which
was adopted by a unanimous vote in
our last congregation meeting is a real
improvement over our old system of
English services one Sunday, and
German services on the next.”” The
congregation had grown large enough
to require two services every Sunday.

Other notices in the bulletin
meptioned attendance had been low
two Sundays in May, but rain
contributed to figure. Two dozen
additional hymnals, intended especially
for the use of visitors were ordered by
the Ladies’ Aid. The Ladies’ Aid was
also going to pay the phone bill for the
parsonage.

cornerstone of the original church in
the narthex and also the bell from the
old church.

The present structure, modified
Gothic in design, seats 350 persons, as
does the Parish Hall.

In 1959 St. Paul’s school was built
at a cost of $65,000. The structure
included three classrooms and one
room that is unfinished.

In 1969 there were 50 children
enrolled in kindergarten through eighth
grades, Three full-time teachers are on
the staff and one part time
kindergarten aide. Graduation
ceremonies are held in the spring for
the kindergarteners and eighth graders.

St. Paul’s owns about four acres of
land, encompasing the church, school,
playground and parking lot.

Church activities include the
Lutheran Laymen’s League, Women’s
Guild composed of four circles, senior
and junior yduth groups, Sunday
School and Bible Classes.

Annual events sponsored by the
church groups include fall Harvest
Dinner, mother-daughter banquet,
father-son banquet and youth spaghetti
dinners. This fall the Women’s Guild is
planning to hold a fall bazaar.

The present membership of St.
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran, Church is
575 adults, 850 baptized members and
over 200 enrolled in the Sunday
School.

Because the membership has

grown so much, Reverend C. F.
Boerger is thinking of adding another
Sunday service in the fall of 1969,
bringing the total number to three.

St. Paul’s has been very
“anniversary conscious.” The 40th
anniversary of the church’s founding
was celebrated November 21, 1937.
Ceremonies were held for the 50th
anniversary in November, 1947, 60th,
November 11, 1956, 65th, November
25, 1961. A tour of the historical sites
playing an important part in the
founding of St. Paul’s was conducted
on the 65th anniversary.

Reverend Boerger is now planning
activities to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the founding of St.
Paul’s. They will be held in the fall of

1971. * % %

Pastors of St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church:

Rev. Paul J. Reinhardt — 1896
(founding of St. Paul’s), Rev. M. Phillip
~— 1898 (first church built 1898), Rev.
L. Mueller — 1092, Rev. E. Manske —
1909, Rev. E. Engelhart — 1913, Rev.
K. Lorenz — 1914;

Rev. C. Peters — 1922, Rev. C.
Eissfeldt — 1923, Rev. O. Riess —
1926, Rev. L. Eickstaedt — 1928
(parsonage built 1931), Rev. E. Rossow
— 1937 (present church built 1949),
Rev. B. Pankow — 1954 (school built
1959), Rev. C. F. Boerger — 1965
(present pastor).

held there was October 25, 1896. The church was redecorated in
The deed to the present property 1930.
was purchased May 19, 1897, for $125. In 1931 the present site of the HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
The cornerstone was laid for the white parsonage was purchased and the house
frame church July 17, 1897. was built. The building serves as the T
Dedication ceremonies took place June  present parsonage. Before it was built, ime. . . ..
3, 1898. pastors had lived with various families .
,‘ Two services were held on  in the community who provided them the one g lf 4
: dedication day. The first one was  with free room and board. -
* conducted in German and the second St. Paul’s congregation was ’
:’ in English. Lunch was served between  steadily growing. In 1949 the present we don t have
3 the services for 10-cents a person. building was built at a cost of . . I
; Originally St. Paul’s .Evangeﬁf:al $150,000. The churcp, dedicated In our inventor y
Lutheran Church was affiliated with  February 19, 1950, included the
n,,\ <7 [ <; !, e \;;\ -
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i LUTHERAN SCHOOL — Reverend B. J. Pankow, pastor of St. Paul’s
sig Lutheran Church in April, 1959, turns the first shovel to mark the
P beginning of construction for the Lutheran school here. —— R— —




T R T,

T e e et ¢

-

Lo~y

FIEevey

A4

) 3¢

Thursday, July 17, 1969

&

e, -;5)' -
S e e

it
B8 W g
By

o

LESSING BY CADINAL — The late Edward Cardinal Mooney,

archbishop of Detroit, kneels before the altar at Our Lady of Victory
church late in November of 1958 and blesses the new church

building.

TiZIE NORTHVILLE RECORD CENTENI\?!AL EDITION

Churches of Area
Linked to History

Of 19th Century

Continued From Page 12-B
1958. Before unification, there were 96
members in the church and 100
children in Sunday school.

SALEM CONGREGATIONAL

The Salem Congregational
Christian Church was first organized
September 14, 1851, under the name

First Congregational Church of Salem
and Lyon.

On February 6, 1859, the
Wesleyan Methodist class, which
worshipped at the Thayer School house
at the corner of Six Mile and Napier
roads, united with the First
Congregational Church of Salem and
Lyon.

The name was changed to the First
Congregational Religious Society of
Summit on Januvary 7, 1860. The
congregation voted on April 16, 1886,
to construct a new church building. In
November of that year, a 600-pound
bell was purchased.

The bell has been in use for more
than 82 years.

The parsonage property, adjoining
the church, was-purchased on April 23,
1888. In the same year, the
congregation voted to change the name
to the Second Congregational Religious
Society of Salem.

During the 1940’s and early 50,
the congregation decreased and the
church was not wused for regular
meetings. In 1950 the towering church
steeple was removed because people
feared it would collapse in a strong
wind.

The doors of the church were
reopened for regualr services in
January, 1954, with a part-time pastor.
At this time the present name was also
adopted.

Today there are 27 members in the
church with a Sunday attendance of
more than 50. Children enrolled in the
Sunday school nuinber 50.

WEST SALEM COUNTRY

The West Salem Country Church
has been serving the Salem area for 112
vears. The church site on Tower near
Seven Mile Road is the original site.

In 1857 the church was organized
under the name West Salem Methodist
Church. Ten years ago the name was
changed to West Salem Country
Church.

At present the church numbers 15
members. Following tradition, the
congregation held Memorial Day
services the Sunday preceeding May 30.

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Church in Plymouth was made
a separate parish in 1920. Until then it
was part of the Milford missionary,
along with Our Lady of Victory in
Northville.

The first church was located on
Union Street, and the present church
on Penniman and Church streets was
constructed in 1966. Dedication
ceremonies were held in July, 1966.

Presently there are 1450 families
in the parish. The eight grade
elementary school has an enroliment of
580. The CCD program for public
school children has 750 in the
elementary grades and 250 in the high
school program.

Active church groups include the
Rosary Society, Ushers’ Club, Couples
Christian Family Movement, Legion of
Mary and St. Vincent De Paul Society.
The parish is currently organizing a
Teen Club.

The history of the churches forms
an important part of the history of the
towns and cities surrounding
Northville. In some instances, the
churches were built first, with the
towns slowly growing up around them.

The churches of the Northville
area have continued growing with the
towns, serving the needs of the
community.

German Lutherans Lay
Cornerstone of New Church

July 23, 1897 — The German
Lutherans laid the cornerstone of their
new church on north High Street
Saturday afternoon amid imposing
ceremonies and in the presence of a
large crowd. An orchestra from Detroit
furnished the music.

Reverend John Volmar of St.
Paul’s church Detroit delivered an
enthusiastic address in German and he
was followed by Reverend W. Price of
the First English Lutheran church of
the same city who spoke in English for
over forty minutes, giving a brief
history of the work of the Lutheran
church.

Reverend Mr. Reinhart, pastor of
the Northville charge, made the
dedicatory remarks. At the close of the
cxercises the congregation, standing
upon the church walls and temporary
platform was photographed by Brown.
In the evening the members indulged in
a picnic and social hop in Harmon’s

7Y %

grove just west of the U.S. fish station
and had a jolly good time.

Contractor Smith is pushing the
construction of the edifice with all
possible speed and barring any bad
luck, will have it ready for dedication
by September 1.

ST. PAUL’S TODAY
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OLYV Dedicated in 1922
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Catechism was taught to the parish
children by the Felician Sisters from
Madonna College until the Sisters of St.
Dominic came to Our Lady of Victory
in 1952. The men from the parish
would provide tfransportation for the
Sisters.

Father Schuler was transferred to
Guardian Angel in Detroit in January,
1939, Reverend Lucien Hebert and
Rev. Joseph Schramm followed him. In
1942, Reverend John Lynch became
the resident pastor.

In 1945, Reverend Lorenzo Woods
became pastor of OQur Lady of Victory.

The parish included over 200 families.
In 1952, Father Woods became ill and
Reverend Fancis Wojcik became
temporary administrator, assisted by
Reverend Dominic.

The first Catholic school was built
in 1952, consisting of four rooms. The
first teachers were Sisters of the Order
of St. Dominic. Later in 1952,
Reverend Anthony Heraty was
appointed pastor, serving until June,
1956. Reverend John Wittstock, the
present pastor of Our Lady of Victory,
assumed the post with about 330
families in the parsish.

In the fall of 1957, the new church

and social hall combination was
constructed at a cost of $226,000.
Ground had been broken on St.
Patrick’s Cay and building begun on
April 1.

The old church was demolished on
October 25, 1957. The first official
function to be held in the new church
was reception of the Holy Sacrament
of Confirmation on November 30,
1957. The following Sunday the first
Mass was celebrated in church.

Consecration of the Altar and
placement of the Stations of the Cross
took place on January 4, 1958, with
Monsignor Peek officiating. The church
was dedicated September 30, 1958, by
Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of
Detroit. Now the parish numbered 460
families.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society
was organized in the parish in January,
1959. The Girl Scouts and CYO Teen
Club were also started at Our Lady of
Victory.

In 1961, additions were made to
the convent, at a cost of $35,000, and
school, adding four classrooms and an
office to the school. In November, the
Dominican Sisters left their temporary
quarters at St. John’s Seminary and
made their permanent home in the

Methodists

Continued from Page 10-B

The following year, 1960, a new
tower was built on the church at a cost
of $10,000. The old city clock, which
was owned by the Methodist Church,
was replaced with an electric clock. An
electric bell also was installed in the
tower.

In April, 1968, the Northville
church again was renamed. It became
the United Methodist Church after
uniting with the Evangelical United
Brethren.

Today a new church is to be built
on Eight Mile Road and Taft. Total
cost of the church and offices will be
$600,000.

Church construction will take
about 15 months. The present church
at the corner of Center and Dunlap
streets will be sold.

The congregation has continued to
grow, now numbering 775, with 250
children participating in the church
school.

Church groups include the
Methodist Men’s League, Women’s
Society of Christian Service, United
Methodist Youth Fellowship, three
choirs and sponsorship of a Boy Scout
Troop.

The Rev. G.C. Branstner, present
minister, said the United Methodist
Youth Fellowship will be separated
into junior and senior divisions in the
fall of 1969.

* % K
Here’s List

Of Pastors

Leonard B. Gurley, 1820; Marcus
Swift and Lorenzo Davis, 1834; Elijah
Crane and O. Mitchell, 1835; William
Sprague and David Burns, 1836;
William Sprague and Oscar F. North,
1837; James A. Kellam, John Kinnear

and Adam Minnis, 1838; John H.
Pitezel, Robert Triggs and A. Fleming,
1839: Lamor Chatfield and Robert
Triggs, 1840;

George Bradley and Ebenezer
Steele, 1841; Bradford Frazee, 1842;
Luther D. Whitney and James V.
Watson, 1843; Thomas C. Gardner,
1844; J.E. Parker, 1845; William C.
Judd, 1846; Horace Hall, 1847;
Wellington H. Collins, 1848 ; Daniel C.
Jacokes, 1849-50; Richard Pengally,
1850-52; James K. Burnham, 1852-54;
William Taylor, 1854-55;

William H. Hevener, 1855-57;
Richard McConnell, 1857-58; George 1.
Betts, 1858-59; Erastus R. Hascall,
1859-60; Henry N. Brown, 1860-61;
William Mahon, 1861-62; Stephen L.
Ramsdell, 1862-64; James T. Dorey,
1864-65; Alfred Allen, 1865-66; (no
first name) E. VanNorman, 1866-67;
John W. Crippen, 1867-69; Luther Lee,
1869-70; John S. Joslin 1870-72;
Nelson Green, 1872-74; Samuel
Clements, 1874-77; James E. Jacklin,
1877-80;

Henry C. Northrop, 1880-81;
Joseph Frazer, 1881-83; M.H. Bartrum,
1883-84; John M. VanEvery, 1884-86;
George W. Hudson, 1886-89; Andrew
J. Bigelow, 1889-90; Franklin Bradley,
1890-92; R. Ross Parrish, 1892.94;
Charles C. Turner, 1894-96; William M.
Ward, 189699; William H. Lloyd,
1899-1902; John M. Shank, 190204,

William G. Stephens, 190407;
James W. Turner, 1907-10; Ralph M.
Pierce, 1911-15; Fred I. Walker,
1915-17; William C. Francis, 1917-19;
Harry J. B. March 1919-22; William
Richards, 1922-31; Frank N. Miner,
1931-34; H.H. Mallinson, 1934-35;
Harry J. Lord, 1935-41; W. Leslie

Williams, 1941-47; William M. Hughes,
1947-50; William A. Johnson, 1950-52;
Ivan Hodgson, 1952-57;

Paul M. Cargo, 195763; S. D.
Kinde, 1963-68; G. C. Branstner,
1968-present minister.

present convent. The addition to the,

school was completed in December.
Total cost was $85,000.

In 1962 Our Lady’s League was
formed from the merger of the
Mother’s Club and the Altar Society.
The same year, the Men’s Club and Holy
Name Society merged to form the Holy
name Men’s Club.

The present rectory was built in
1966 at a cost of $95,000. It was
designed by Charles Hannan and built
by Ben Hoste. In October of the same
year, the sanctuary of the church was
changed. Marble was added to the wall
and steps and a new tabernacle, candle
sticks and sanctuary lamp were added.
Total cost of the project was $5,000.

Imder the leadership of Father’

Wittstock, many programs have been
started in the parish. The Adoration

Program was begun in 1963; Discussion-

Club, 1966; education group for

, Project Committment, 1967, to name

just a few.

The Parish Council was formed in
February, 1968, with members
representing the Holy Name Men’s
Club, Our Lady’s League, St. Vincent
de Paul Society, Parish School Board,

. Pre-School Organization, Confraternity

of Christian Doctrine Board, Ushers’
Club, Senior Citizens of the Parish and
Adult Youth Adviser group.

An adult choir was formed at Our
Lady of Victory in January, 1968.

Presently, there are more than 800
families in the parish. Annual activities
include a dinner dance held at Roma

Hall.

Over 500 grade school children
and 120 high schoolers are enrolled in
the CCD program. One hundred children
participate in the pre-school Sunday
school program.

The permanent staff of Our Lady
of Victory school consists of eight
teachers and a principle. In 1969 the
school had an enrollment of 265
students.

The parish is awaiting delivery of a
new organ for the church. The organ is
being specially built for Our Lady of
Victory church and will take 14
months to complete.

In 1972, the parish will celebrate
its 50th anniversary as a parish. What
started out as a mission church in the
late 1880, has grown through the
years to become one of the largest
churches in Northville today.

Hkk kkokokkkk
Our Lady of Victory Pries