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MEAP

sCores

on the way up

By ROBERT JACKSON
Staff Wnter

What fourth grader Jimmy
Smith scores on his Michigan
Educatfonal Assessment Program
(MEAP) test has more cffect out-
slde the classroom than it docs
inside the walls of his elementary
school.

In today’s society those test
results could determine the suc-
cess or failure of a schiool district
and could translate into the
growth of a community, the place-
ment of business and industry. or
the determination of <chool fund
ing.

That's why Northville Scheol
Superintendent Leonard

Rezmierski views the annua)
MEAP results with mixed bless-
ings. The top adininistrator is
proud of the district’s continued
climb in comparative ratings with
other top-ranked school districts,
and at the same time, worried that
the proficiency testing may be
focused on the wrong goals

“Of course I'm elated with this
year's results, but you have 10
keep in mind that these results
represent a very small snapshot in
time,” Rezmierski saikd “We <should
be looking at thesce results and
asking oursehves the question. are
we challenging students to learn
on a ongoing basts™””

The Northville School District

Ground problem
snags rec proposal

Location of
athletic fields
could change

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Wnter

Thie best plans of mice and men
can be undone, the poet said -
though he didn t mention that
snags can take the shape of peat
. That's what has thrown a mon
key wrench into plans for a new
public recreation area on the Ward
Church parcel at Six Mile and
Haggeny ~ peat and protected wet-
lands. Their presence on land set
aside for recreation space has sent
Northville Township officials and
the parcel's developer back to the

bargaining table.

The township board of trustees
this fall approved a concept plan
for the !-40-acre site which called
for a large Ward Church to share
space with a larger shopping cen
ter and thousands of parking
spaces.

More than half the site, however,
is set to be turned into active
recreational areas such as ball
diamonds and soccer fields or pre
senved as open green space

Among the things which Grand
Sakwa Properties. the Farmington
Hills based shoppung center devel-
oper, agreed to In order to win
township approval of the plan is
funding construction of a public
recreational area to be donated to
the comununity

Just what that wil} tnclude and
how high the costs can go are

Continued on 14

Legislature passes
race track measure

By ROBERT JACKSON
Staff Writer

The horse is not dead yet

That's the message the state
Senate sent to the nine Michigan
horse racing tracks and the
40.000 people employed by the
industry, as the upper chamber
passed new legislation to bolster
horse racing throughout the state.

The Senate swiftly passed HE3-
4526 by a vote of 33-2 last week
The legislation now awaits Gov.
John Engler's signature to
become. Following Senate passage.
Engler said hc was pleased with
the results.

“I compliment the members of
our struggling horse mcing indus-
try for coming together to develop
this i)} that will hopefully permut

1995 MEAP SCORES

4th grade Math 4th grade reading
School 1995 1994 1995 1994
Amerman 901 774 725 679
Moraine 94.1 868 676 737
Silver Springs 862 795 70.7 455
Thornton Creek 849 771 663 65.1
Winchester _._ 908 826 662 535
District 4thgrade 886 798 689 616

7th grade Math 7th grade reading
School 1995 1994 1995 1994
Cooke Middle 882 805 795 628
Meads Mil Middle __81.9 _ 86.7 643 647
District Zthgrade  84.7 837 71.1 638
Numbers reficct percentage of students achieving satistactocy of better on the lests.

tmproved once again Its MEAP rat-
ings, ranked again near the top for
«hool districts statewide  District
fourth graders unproved almost 10
potnts i the musth poruon of the

test, scoring 88 6. Fourth graders
also tmproved In reading by more
than six points, scoring 68 9

The seventh grade scores

Continued on 15

Churches plan

holiday

By CAROL WORKENS
Stalf Winter

Churches In the area have
planned special services and
cvents to celebrate Christmas and
the New Year.

The following is a list of area
churches and the days and times
of their services:

On Christmas Eve, the FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
NORTHYVILLE, 200 E. Main. will
have an 11 am service with the
Chofr Cantata. a 5 p m. Children’s
Pageant. 7 pm Candlelight Com-
munien, 9 p m. Candlelight Ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols with
Handbell Cholr: 11 p.m. Candle-

services

light Communion with Adult
Choir.

On New Years Eve there will be
an 11 a.m. worship service.

For more information. call First
Presbyterian Church at 349-0911.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF NORTRVILLE, 777
West Eight Mile Road, will have
Christmas Eve Worship Services at
9 and 11 a.m., the Family Worship
Service at 5 p.m.. the Festive
Christmas Celebration at 8 p.m.
and the Communion Service at 11

pm.
Candle lighting will be at all
three services. Nursery care will be

Continued on 19
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Oh, and | almost forgot ...

Like most children, young Alex Peterson has a lot on his Genitti’s Little Theater after he and his family won a con-
mind right about now, and who better to confide in than
the jolly man in red. Alex had a long chat with Santa at

Photo ty AL WARD

test and got to spend some time with the season’s No. 1
hero. Also included was a carriage ride through town.

B Just how much does
Northville Downs con-
tnbute to the city? Isiita
boen for the economy or
does it hurt the character
ol the community? For a
complete discussion See
pages 10-11A,.

this industry to prosper and grow,
once again, and to maximize its
contnbutions to the state,” Engler
sald

The move also plecased Sen.
Robert Geake, R-Northville.

“F'm very pleased that all aspects
of the racing Industry were finally
able to get together to move the

Continued on 11

Raise every voice

Members of the St. Paul Lutheran Church choir sing carols

at the unique ‘Live Nativity' scene the parish sponsored this

year. The scene was produced by senior high school youths
and was accompanied by a reading from the book of Luke.

Photo by HAL GOULD

Township department heads get pay hikes

By RANDY COBLE
Statf Writer

Severa] Northville Township
employees gat an early stocking
stuffer last week - pay ralses
beginning with the new year.

The community’s six municipal
administrative department heads
will see merit increases of their
base salaries ranging from two to
more than 9 percent in 1996. One
cmployee’s pay will rise by 30 per-
cent because of augmented job
duties, Manager Tamara Hanlin
said

Thie hikes were approved on a +1-
3 vote by the township board of
trustees last week. All seven peo-
ple involved are not members of
any township union and the ralses
are not required by any employee
contracls.

Leading the list of merit ralses is
the 9 09 percent increase going to

NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATORS' SALARIES
These seven non-union township empioyees are due for pay increases in 1996. All except Withelm are
administrative depariment heads.
NAME/TITLE o CURRENT PAY NEW SALARY % INCREASE
Bl Anderson  Director of Public Services  $52,221 $55,877 7
TamaraHanlin ~ Manager $55,000 $60,000 2.09
Dwayne Harrigan Finance Director $30,529 $31,445 3
Mick Kruszewski Chief Building Official $50,470 $51,479 2
Chip Snider Director of Public Safety $62,400 $65,000 4.17
Debbie Wilhelm Confidential Secrelary $19,055 $24,700 29.62
Bill Zhmendak  Fire Chief $54,032 $56,733 5

Hanlin. Clerk Sue Hillebrand, a
member of a special committee
which recently made the satary
recommendations to the board.

Sunoco robbery suspect
faces possible life term

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

A life sentence in prison proba-
bly didnt top Terry Lee Clinton’s
present list but that's what he'l}
get if convicted of robbing a
Northville Township gas station
last month.

Thirty-fifth District Court Judge
John MacDonald on Tuesday
arraigned the Dearborn resident
on charges of armed robbery and
being an habitual offender in con-
nectlion with the Nov. 6 hold-up at
the Sunoco gas station at Five Mile
and Haggerty Roads.

The station attendant told town-
ship police that a man came In at
about 3:20 a.m. that momning and
demanded cash, telling him, “Put
the money on the counter. It isn't
worth dying for.”

The man kept a hand insfde his
jacket as he spoke, the attendant
said, and eventually fled on foot
with $92.

His description of the man's fea-
tures and clothing matched those
of Clinton, who was arrested In
Westland later that weck on simi-
lar charges. Clinton’s mug shot
was distributed to township police
through normal law enforcement
channels. Deteclive John Werth
said that when he saw it he recog-
nized the face of the man scen in
the Sunoco station's video surveil-
lance camera tapes.

Armed robbery Is a felony In
Michigan carrying up to a life sen-
tence upon conviction. Clinton fs
also charged with being an habitu-
al offender, which could net him a

Continued on 4

said it was well deserved.

*We looked at 14 or 15 other
communities and I think the aver-
age (of their managers) was

R S

$69.000," Hillebrand said. “We
weren't about to come up that
high, but we felt we brought her in

Continued on 15
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ICOmmunity Calendar l

Got an event you want people to know abowt? We'll be glad to include it
in the Community Calendar. Just submit items to the newspaper office,
104 W. Main. Northville 48167. by mail or in person; or fax announce-
ments to 349-1050. The deadline ts 4 p.m Monday for that Thursday’s
calendar.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly for all ages meets at 9 a.m. at the
Northville Area Senfor Citizens Center, 215 W. Cady. For more informa-
ton call 344-9205.

NEW LIFE BIBLE STUDY: A neighborhood nondenominational Bible
study offers two different classes this year, “Discovering New Life” and
“Healing Joy and Hope." Classes run from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the First
United Methodist Church of Northville on Eight Mile at Taft. Baby sitting
{s provided. Newcomers are welcome any time. For more information,
call Sybil at 349-0006 or Judy at 348-1761.

LEXINGTON COMMONS BOARD MEETS: The Lexington Commons
Homeowners Association Board of Directors meets at 7:30 p.m. in the
Lexington Condo clubhouse. Everyone is invited.

KINGSMILL MEETS: The Kingsmill Men's Club luncheon meeting will
take place at the Northville Crossing restaurant at 11:30 a.m.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD MEETS: The Northville Historical
Soclety Board of Directors meets at 7:30 p.m. at the Cady Inn [n Mill
Race Historical Village.

GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION: The Great Books Discussion Group
meets from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Livonia Civic Center Library, 32777
Five Mile. Tonight's discussion is on Tuelfth Night by Willlam Shake-
speare. For information and a reading list call Zo Chisnell at 349-3121.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS: The First Baptist Church of Northville,
217 N. Wing, presents “The Gift of Christmas™ at 7 p.m. No cost or
advance reservations are necessary.

All are welcome to enjoy this festive presentation in song and drama.
For more information call 348-1020.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24

SINGLE PLACE SUNDAY MORNING GATHERING: Single Place will
meet from 10-10:45 a.m. in the library lounge at First Presbyterian
Church, 200 E. Main.

The gathering is open to single adults, regardless of church affiliation,
for fellowship and learning. For more information call 349-0911.

RAISING KIDS ALONE: This support group for single parents meets
at 11 a.m. in room 10 of the First United Methodist Church of Northville,
777 W. Eight Mile.

The public is welcome. The facilitator is Carol Haveraneck., MALLP,
educator and psychologist.

SINGLE PLACE BRUNCH: Single Place will meet at 12:30 p.m. for
brunch at Northville Crossing Restaurant, 18900 Northville Rd. The
group is organized for the purpose of providing friendship. caring and

CARL'S GOLFLAND PRICE PROTECTION GUARANTEE

(See store for details)
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Titanlum Oversize Drivers Avaslable
Taylor Made, Callaway, Titleist,
Tommy Armout, MacGregos & many more. I

sharing for all single adults. Everyone is welcome; Just come in and ask
for Single Place.
CHRISTMAS EVE: The public library is closed.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY: Everything's closed. Merry Christmas to allt

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY: City hall and township offices are closed.

SENIOR VOLLEYBALL: Area seniors are invited to play volleyball and
other indoor sports at 9:30 a.m. at the Northville Community Center,
303 W. Main. for more information call the center at 349-0203 or Karl
Peters at 349-4140.

NORTHVILLE ROTARY: The Northville Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Boll Fellowship Hall at the First Presbyterian Church of Northville.

VFW: Veterans of Foreign Wars Northville Post 4012 meets at 8 p.m. at
the post's home building, 438 S. Main.

EAGLES AUXILIARY: The auxiliary of Fraternal Order of Eagles No.
2504 meets at 8 p.m. at 113 S. Center.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27

EIWANIS EARLY BIRDS: The Kiwanis Club of Northville-Early Birds
meets at 7 a.m. at the Northville Senior Citizens Center, 215 W. Cady.

SENIOR BRIDGE GROUP: Area senfors are invited to play bridge
today from 12:15-3:30 p.m. at the Senior Center, 215 W. Cady In the
Scout Building.

CIVIL AIR PATROL: Civil Air Patrol, Mustang Cadet Squadron, meets
at 7 p.m. at the Northville VFW Post 4012, 438 S. Maln. Everyone over
the age of 13 is encouraged to view the activities.

TOUGH LOVE: Tough Love. a parent support group, meets from 7:30-
9:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 200 E. Main. Parents share
their experiences and offer suggestions and support.

SINGLE PLACE: Single Place meets at 7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church, 200 E. Main. The donation i{s $4. For more information call
349-0911.

CITY BZA: The Northville Board of Zoning Appeals meets at 8 p.m. at
Northville City Hall, 215 W. Main.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28

"TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly for all ages meets at 9 a.m. at the
Northville Area Senior Citizens Center, 215 W. Cady. For more informa-
tion call 344-9205.

,NEW LIFE BIBLE STUDY: A nelghborhood nondenominational Bible
study offers two different classes this year., “Discovering New Life,” and
“Healing Joy and Hope."

Classes run from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the First United Methodist

St. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
23225 Gill Road - Farmington Hills
3 blocks W. of Farmington Road/3 blocks S. of Grand River
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

. 11:00.a.m. Worship for Families with Children (Nursery)
7:30 p.m. Carols, Communion & Candlelight Worship
10:30 p.m. Festival Worship, Choirs, Communion & Candlelight

474-0584 PASTOR DANIEL CAVE
NEW YEAR'S EVE WORSHIP - 7:00 P.M.
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NORTHVILLE CAMERA

17 F. MAIN ST. ¢ NORTHVILL |
(810) 349-0105

Church of Northville on Eight Mile at Taft. Baby sitting Is provided. New-|
comers are welcome any time. For more information call Sybil at 349-:
0006 or Judy 348-1761. i

SENIOR PINOCHLE: Area senlors are invited to play pinochle today!
from 12:30-4:30 p.m. at the Senior Center, 215 W. Cady in the Scout:

Building.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29 :

OES: The Orient Chapter. No. 77, Order of the Eastern Star, meets at:
7:30 p.m. at the Masonic Temple. ;

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31

SINGLE PLACE SUNDAY MORNING GATHERING: Single Place will
meet from 10-10:45 a.m. {n the library lounge at First Presbyterian
Church, 200 E. Main.

The gathering is open o single adults, regardless of church afilliation,
for fellowship and learning. For more Information call 349-0911. '

RAISING KIDS ALONE: This support group for single parents meets
at 11 a.m. in room 10 of the First United Mcthodist Church of Northville.:
777 W. Eight Mile. The public is welcome. .

The facilitator is Carol Haveraneck, MALLP. educator and psychologist. |

‘

SINGLE PLACE BRUNCH: Single Place will meet at 12:30 p.m. for,
brunch at Northville Crossing Restaurant. 18900 Northville Rd. The,
group is organized for the purpose of providing [riendshlp, caring and.
sharing for all single adults.

Everyone is welcome; Just come [n and ask for Single Place.

NEW YEAR'S EVE: The public library Is closed today. .

MONDAY, JANUARY 1 :

NEW YEAR'S DAY: City hall, township offices and the library are
closed. .

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2
NEW YEAR'S HOLIDAY: City hall is closed today.

NYA ADVISORY COUNCIL: The Northville Youth Assistance Advisory
Council meets at 8:30 a m. In Northville High School.

SENIOR VOLLEYBALL: Arca senifors are invited to play volleyball and
other Indoor sports at 9:30 a.m. at the Northville Community Center.
303 W. Main. For more information call the center at 349-0203 or Karl
Peters at 349-4140.

NORTHVILLE ROTARY: The Northville Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Boll Fellowship Hall at the First Presbyterfan Church of Northville,
200 E. Main.

-

The Three
Wisemen
Crossell A
Desert On
Camels To
Celelwate
His Birth.

Surely, You

Coulll Drive
A Few Miles.

NEw LiFe LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

10 a.m. - Traditional worship with Holy Communion

and the children’s Sunday
5 p.m. - Family candlelight service of lessons and

carols with special instrumental music

11 p.m. - Candlelight service of Holy Communion with
special music

New Life Lutheran Church is a forming congregat.on of the Evangeiical

Lutheran Church In America and meets in the fellowship hal! of the

Masonic Temple. 730 Penniman on the squaze in downtown Plymouth

Rev. Ken Robetts ts pastor developer 313/459 8181
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OMEGA

The sign of excellence

MG MASTERCRAFT
JEWELERS

LAUREL PARK PLACE * 6 Mile & 1-275 » Livonia
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Handcrafte&

Chicago crafter Sandra Holben displays her custom
boxes to visitors at the Handcrafters exhibit Dec. 16.
The three-day long arls and crafts show coincided with

a special series of events in
featured Christmas caroling,
sales discounts. An auction capped off the activities.

ol EEILY
Photo by AL WARD

downtown Northville that
celebrity autographs and

Army bellringers give it one final try

Have you ever wondered what
happens to the money you give the
Salvation Army, cither what's
dropped Into the kettles or
through the annual Christmas
mail appeal?

+ Thank you notes recetved by the
Corps teli part of the tale.

T “Dear Santa, I do believe. Thank
wyou so much for what you have
‘given me and my boys. It wasn't
Just the wonderful gilts but know-
Ang they canie from someone who
«cares.”

> "On Christmas day the children
swere so surprised. They played
«vith their toys while I made a
“turkey dinner with all the fixdngs.
‘We have enough food to last
‘through January.”

“Your gifts to us were all so won-
derful and so thoughtful. It’s as if
you knew all of us.”

“Everyone wore new clothes on

Christrmas day. ! can’t tell you the
last time 1 had something brand
new.”
In the Plymouth, Canton,
Northville area about 300 families
are helped at Christmas time but
that is only part of the story.

Money raised from Red Kettle
donations and the Christmas matl
appeal funds the emergency work
for next year.

The family that was about to be
evicted got behind in the rent
when a child became serfously il
Mom had to quit work to care for
the youngster. One paycheck

didn’t quite cover regular bills.
Add medical costs and the crisis
developed.

The Salvation Army worked with
other agencies to avert eviction
and help the family get back on its
feet.

When the out-of-work man's car
broke down, he needed transporta-
tion to look for a job. The Salvation
Army arranged to get the car fixed
and helped the man find a job.

For many familles who live
below the poverty level, food does
not last from one paycheck to the
next. Every day the Salvation
Army provides food for people who
have nothing to eat.

So that’s where the money goes
... and will again this Christmas.

Help isn’t given without a thor-
ough investigation to verify the
facts. unless the emergency
requires immediate action. Then
the Armyy responds and asks ques-
tions later.

Through Thursday, Dec. 14, col-
lections in the kettles totaled
$58,000 and mail donations stood
at $77,122. The goal for the Kettle
Drtve Is $120.000, while the com-
bined kettle-mall goal is $200,000.
The drive ends Dec. 23. Many
more people must drop coins and
biils in the kettles for the goal to
be met.

1If no Red Kettle is handy, dona-
tions can be matled to the Salva-
tion Army, P.O. Box 384, Ply-
mouth, M! 48170.
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journey
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St. Mary Hospital is affiliated with William Beaumont Hospital

t's been said that even the longest

people disabled from strokes, sports and

work related injuries, neck, back and
hand injuries, fractures and spinal injuries, or
arthritis — and for their families who offer the
support and encouragement essential for
successful rehabilitation — that first step can
begin at St. Mary Hospital.

Qur physiatrist-managed comprehensive
programs of physical medicine and rehabilita-
tion are tailored to the needs of individual
patients. And our team of physicians and
rehabilitation specialists bring their wide
range of skills and experience together fora
single purpose: to help each patientreach hisor *
her maximum level of independence in daily life.

For more information on our inpatient and
outpatient programs and ongoing support !
groups for patients and family members, talk
with your physician or call {313) 464-WELL.

Rehabilitation services at St. Mary Hospital.

The road back begins close to home.

QSt. Mary Hospital

36475 Five Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48154

begins with a single step. For

(313) 464-WELL
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winning film.
Cranmer’s lives 20 miles away.

World War I unfolds.

celebrating the winterl

information.

NEW LARGE PRINT: Grafton, Sue. L is for Lawless. Kinsey Mill-
hone Is staying fust this side of the lawless.
Keneally, Thomas. Schindler’s List. The inspiration for the Oscar-

LeCarre, John. Our Game. No man can escape his past and Tim
Pilcher, Rosamunde. Coming Home. Judith Dunbar comes of age as

SEASONS READINGS: Be sure to take note of our display of books

STORYTIMES ARE COMING: Registration for the next storytime
session begins Thursday. Jan. 4. Phone (810) 349-3020 for more

LIBRARY HOURS: Regular hours of the Northville District Library
are Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday and Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, 1-5 p.m. The library will be closed
Dec. 24, Dec. 25, Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.

“Toys’ campaign
collecting gifts

Three local merchants have
joined forces with the United
States Marine Corps Reserves to
help with this year's “Toys for
Tots™ campalgn.

The “Toys for Tots" program col-
lects new, unwrapped toys and
distributes them during the holi-
day season to children from eco-
nomically challenged homes.

Toys will be collected at the
Mailboxes, Etc. store at 118 Main-
Centre, in downtown Northville,
and the Town and Country Eye

Care, 2212 Novi Road, in Novi at
the Oak Pointe Plaza. As an addi-
tional incentive to this program,
any toys purchased at the Ult{-
mate Toys and Gifts store at 107
N. Center, downtown Northville,
for donation to this program will
receive a 10 percent discount.

Mailboxes, Etc. will continue
accepting gifts until 3:30 p.m.
tomorrow, Dec. 22.

For further information on this
program, call Mailboxes, Etc. at
(810) 344-1980.

and

M)errg Christmas

g{aeeg %ew yeu .,
ith

y _
JEFFREY BRUCE
Make-Up Artist of the Stars on

Friday, January 12, 1996
(2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.)
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

Great Christmas Gift! J

Give a Gift of Beauty, with  Jeffrey Bruce Gift Certificate!
Space is limited, call early:

Margo’s of Northville

141 East Cady, in town
(810) 348-9130

Faith Community
Presbyterian Church

Morning Church Services
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Services
6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

11 p.m. Communion Service

Please join us during this special season

44400 W. Ten Mile Road
Novi, Ml 349-5666

Call GREEN SHEET

CLASSIFIED

(610348-3022
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Suspect’s bond
set at $500K

Continued from 1

second life sentence. McDonald set
bond at $500,000 cash, which
Clinton was unable to post. and
set a preliminary exam hearing
date of Friday, Dec. 29.

The judge remanded the suspect
back to the custody of the Wayne
County Jalil, accommodations he’s
experienced since being accused in
November of robberies in West-
land, Livonia and Dearborn.

Werth sald Clinton has a long
criminal history including prior

felony conviction. Despite the fact
that police learned he did not
actually have a weapon on his per-
son during the heist, Clinton can
still be charged with armed rob-
bery, Werth added.

The law specifically states that
someone can be convicted of
armed robbery if they make anoth-
er person — the attendant, in this
case - reasonably believe that they
have a weapon, including merely
putting their hand inside their
coat.

Police think Terry Clinton
robbed a gas station Nov. 6.

Township Briefs

SUMP PUMP SAD: The board of trustees last
week decided to take no action on Director of Public
Services Bill Anderson's recommendation to scrap
plans for a mandated Special Assessment District
(SAD) in some area subdivisions.

The trustees will discuss the matter at a future
non-voting study session, onc probably to be held
in January, before making any decision. At issue Is
Anderson’s proposal to make some or all homeown-
ers in Northville Commons 1-4 and Northville
Colony 1 & 2 pay most of the cost of installing
storm sewer leads to eliminate sump pump water
flows into the township’s sanitary sewer system.

A recent legal opinton said that the township
would be hard pressed to move forward with a
forced SAD, Anderson said in a memo to the board.
if enough residents object, which has been the pat-
tern In the past.

A CHANGE OF HEART: How four weeks can
change things.

The township board of trustees in November
rejected 6-0 {Supervisor Karen Baja was absent) the
three-year reappointment of Chris Schultz to the
township planning commission. This month, with
Baja present, the trustees voted without comment
6-1 in favor of the reappointment. The only board
member not to change her vote was Trustee Bar-
bara O'Brien.

GOIN' DOWN: Some Northville eyesores are on
their way to the dustbin. Demolition has begun or
will begin soon on the closed Phoenix Correctional

Facility near Five Mile and Beck, Supervisor Karen
Baja announced last week. a process expected to
take up to eight months.

First on tap will be removal of dangerous
asbestos In the facility. the same task that face
demolition crews taking down buildings on the
Wayne County land near Sheldon Road between
Five and Six Mile.

The 36 vacant buildings there and long lengths of
tunnels must be cleaned of the asbestos before the
tearing-down of the structures can begin. The
entire cleanup process, a first step on the way to
the eventual sale and development of the land by
the private sector. i{s expected to take up to a year
or more.

TREE TRIMMING: Detroit Edison crews will
soon be in Northville to trim tree branches away
from company power lines. The ¢rews have the
right to trim as they feel necessary within Edison’s
10-foot public right of way. township officials say,
and do not need property owner permission to go
into the right of way or cut trees or branches found
there.

BOARD MEETING DATES: The board of trustees
has set its meeting schedule for the final months of
its tenure. The trustees meet on the second Thurs-
day of every month and in 1996 those days include:
dJan. 11, Feb. 8, March 14, Aprl 11, May 9, June
13, July 11, Aug. 8, Sept. 12 and Oct. 10. The new
board of trustees will take the reins on Nov. 14,
1996.

SADD plans can collection drive

The Northville High School
SADD (Students Against Driving
Drunk) chapter is holding a pop
bottle/can collection drive Jan. 6.
SADD students will be collecting
returnable bottles and cans from

10 a.m.-3 p.m. that Saturday.

All persons who would like to
help SADD and their misston to
stop drinking and llegal drug use
combined with diiving will have
their'chance! Studénts will be cir-

culating door to door with name
tags and {dentification.

For further informatton please
contact the SADD advisor at
Northville High School. Charlie
Stilec, 344-1825." *° )
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lPoIice News _ I:

Accused shoplifter wanted
on cocaine possession warrant

Northville Townshlp police had
to play the Grinch last week when
a local man allegedly decided ‘Us
better to thieve than to receive.

Officers on Dec. 11 were sent to
a township home on a report of a
domestic disturbance.

The home’s owner said her
roommate had made threats
against her, then left the resi-
dence. The man, 36, had
announced he was going to Meifer
to steal some liquor, the woman
told police.

When soon spotted on foot near
the home, police claimed, the man
first satd he bought the fifth of
liquor he was g from Meljer.

He also allegedly gave a false

name when questioned, officers
said.
When store officlals claimed the
man hadn't bought anything from
Meijer that night, however, the
man then sald he bought the
liquor from another store but
couldn't tell police where, they
added.

He was arrested for larceny and
taken to police headquarters.

A computer check revealed a
felony warrant for possession of
cocaine arising from a Wayne
County Sherifl's Department case
and two misdemeanor warrants for
alleged offenses in Redford. The
man was held until picked up by a
sherifT's deputy.

SIMILAR BREAK-INS: Five
township homes, some of them
under construction or unoccupied.
were the target of burglars last
week, possibly the same person or
persons in all flve cases, during

Car thieves

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

Someone found an unusual -
and very {llegal - way to pass the
time last Thursday night In
Northville Township.

Township police received 14
reports of vehicle break-ins during
the night of Dec. 14-15, all of
which took place on Northville
Place Drive {n the Park Place
apartments complex off of Eight
Mile. ' R ’

The unknown thicves did thou-

the night of Dec. 12-13.

The homes are located on E.
Northville Trail, Fairfleld and Oak-
wood Lane.

Each home's door locks were
damaged with a plier-type device
and a pickup truck, possibly blue,
with a gray or white cap was seen
in the area of some of the homes
at about the time their break-ins
took place.

Damage to the locks is estimat-
ed to run into the hundreds of dol-
lars.

In the Fairfield case a dishwash-
er and cooktop were stolen, {tems
valued at $900.

RADAR DEVICE GONE: A
Farmington man lost his radar
detector to a thief on Dec. 11 in
the parking lot at Meljer.

He told township police that
someone smashed the driver's side
window of his 1987 Peugeot Memo
while he was working at the store,
causing $50 in damage. Missing
was the detector, valued at $100.

WINDOW SMASHED: A Pond
Court woman’'s 1992 Chevrolet
Astrovan suffered the same fate as
the Peugeot during the night of
Dec. 11-12. The woman told police
that someone smashed in the driv-
er's side window during the night.
causing $175 in damages. Nothing
was missing from the Astrovan,
howcever.

THE EAGLE HAS FLOWN:
There are ttimes when you're nailed
no maiier what you do.

A Wixom man whose car was
stolen Sunday night from the

* e mrbmr—r——— = & =

parking lot at Wooly Bully’s knows |
the feeling. ;

He met friends for drinks there, ;
he sald, then went with them to !
other bars in the area. When he
checked on his 1988 Eagle Pre-
mier at about 2:15 a.m., the man
continued, it was gone.

A township police officer found
the Eagle near the Thomson gravel
pits a short time later. .

It had been driven across a,
frozen lake and into a stand of |
trees and had suffered body dam- !
age. ‘

The keys were found tn the {gnl-
ton, police said. |

As officers found his car, the
man was forced to admit he had
no insurance on the Eagle and
that the license plate tabs on it
had been taken off of another veht-
cle.

POPPED FOR POSSESSION: A .
16-ycar-old Livonia girl learned
that shoplifting doesn’t pay on
Dec. 12.

Meljer detectives called township
police that evening. saying they'd
scen the girl steal four packs of
incense and a roll of scotch tape. A
township officer sald he found a
marijuana pipc in the girl's purse
as well.

The girl was released to her
older sister and will soon face
larceny and narcotics parapherna-
lia possession charges.

If you have any {nformation
about these (ncidents please con-
tact Northville City police at 349-
1234 or Northuille Township police
at 349 9400.

hit apartment complex

sands of dollars worth of damage
and stole car stereos worth thou-
sands more.

The investigation Into the inci-
dents is continuing, township
Detective John Werth satd. He
offered some advice to reduce your
risk of becoming a car break-in
vicim but satd that few precau-
tions could have prevented the
cvents of last week.

“The key rule is to never leave
anything out in the open tn your
car. That's what they look for,

something they can grab quickly. -
Lock it all up In your trunk,” .
Werth safd.

“There’s not much that you can
do about your stereo, though,” he
added.

The perpetrators (n some of the
break-ins smashed In the driver's
slde window to get into a car, |
“punched” the door locks with
tocls on others and in some cases
may have used “slim Jim” ‘devices
to unlock vehi~de doors! "~ " °

- v

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S
WINTER FASHIONS

NOW REDUGED!

SUITS+BLAZERS «DRESSES+*KNITS
SKIRTS*SWEATERS *SHIRTS* TIES
SLACKS *CO-ORDINATES AND MORE

-3

EXTENDED HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS: ;
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10-9 ¢ SUNDAY 12-5

ALL MAJOR CHARGE CARDS ACCEPTED ¢(313) 591-9244 « COMPLIMENTARY GIFT BOXES WATH EVERY PURCHASE

NEWBURGH P
37206 WEST SiX MILELRQ)ZQI
NEWBURGH ROAD, LIVONIA
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Bargain bonanza
Northville Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tive Director Laurie Marrs shows off
some of the gifts available at the Cham-

ber office for those last-minute shop-
pers. The Chamber offers unique gifts
each Christmas season. Included among

the specialty merchandise this year is a
bird house and license plate, both bear-
ing the city’s trademark Victorian clock
symbol. Mugs are algso available for pur- -
chase. For information, call 349-7640, or
stop by the office at 195 S. Main.

MRS vt syt

SEASON'S GREETINGS

FROM THE

CASTERLINE FAMILY

b

s Party Favoes
with a great

celebration inour

Gmn(l Bn“room

» Complimentary Midnight

][ Novi

Sa helore you ring out the
old.give usa callat

(810) 319-3000 and ash
for “New Year's Eve

. -
Reservaliona.

per couple

New Year With

/ ¢ Delure Overnicht Accommadations

+ Four-Course Gourmet Dianer Featuring
o Live Music and Dancing in the Grand

Ballroom to the Sounds of Intrigue

o Lavish New Year’s Day Beunch
from 10:00 2.m.-2:00 pm.

7

20111 Hagperty Read
Novi, MI 48375 « (810) 349.4000

get the message.

©1995 Amnentech All nghts reserved
Champagee Toast

(ORRGAT (CRRFAT (CUGAT
D T 1at and gratuitien included.
oSl Start Your
A -y )
S : As'yhhﬁmbre Check-Out
. A ¥t ks -
* . § SRR Reception Beginning a1 7:00 pm.
- Q Py
- » - . with 12 Drink Tickets per Couple and
“‘ Unlimited Soft Drinks
['op oll your
Filet Mignon and Lotster Tail

It fits snugly

With the NEC Message Maker
pager you'll never miss a call.

Because its 16-message
capacity, memory, 24-hour time
stamp and alarm means you always

So you never miss a thing. And, at only $49.00,

it makes a perfect holiday gift. To give or receive.
Contract, tares, fees and Testrxctions spply Offer good through December 31,1995
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By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

Cable television customers in
Northville Township now face the
choices that a competitive market-
place will bring.

The township board of trustees
last week with little fuss approved
a franchise provider agreement
with Plymouth-based Omnicom
Cable, the community’s current
company.

Unlike before, however, resi-
dents can pick between Omnicom
and Ameritech New Media Ser-
vices.

In November the trustees
approved a landmark franchise
agreement with the subsidiary of
the more famous telephone com-
pany, making Northville Township
one of a handful of communities
nationwide to have more than one
cable provider.

Ameritech is planning to spend
$2.5 million to construct a cable
system in Northville Township
beginning in March 1996. Cable
services are scheduled to begin

T oAl AT
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Township cable subscribers
given choice of providers

Residents can now pick between Omnicom
and Ameritech New Media Services.

being offered in the fall or winter
of 1996 and work s expected to be
complete by March 1997.

Both agreements generally give
the same rights to and ask the
same things of both companies,
including the agreement to abide
by an under-consideration cable
ordinance.

That ordinance, which the board
has yet to approve, proposes a
variety of measures to improve
service to township cable cus-
tomers, such as specific time lim-
its for cable providers to respond
to customer complaints and ser-
vice outages and for refunds for
extended outages.

Provisions in both contracts
allow the companies to not provide
cable service where customers are
few and far between, meaning that
western-end township residents

will likely continue to go without
cable television.

Unlike Ameritech, however.,
Omnicom will be required to stick
by a provision in its contract call-
ing for $47,000 to be used to set
up cable TV broadcasts of town-
ship board and commission meet-
ings. .

The company objected, attorney
Jim Tamm told the board, but the
township held firm, arguing that ;
the agreement with Omnicom had -
been worked out In principle .
before Ameritech ever came to the
negotiating table. :

Omnicom will likely be back .
before the board before too long. ,
The trustees are one of several :
local governmental bodies which .
must give formal approval to Con- |
tinental Cablevision’s purchase of -
the company. .

Leaf pickup timeframe extended
to make up for late fall season

Northville Township solid waste

customers will be treated to a leaf
pickup grace period this year. \

Normally the township picks up’
yard waste, including fallen leaves,
from customers® curbs from April 1
through Nov. 30.

This year's weather ran remark-
ably warm unti] late into the year.
however, keeping a lot of those
leaves on the trees a lot longer.

The result is that there's a gag-
gle of township homeowners with

leaves that still need to be picked
up.
“I'm shoveling snow myself but
we've gotten quite a few calls ask-
ing about this,” Public Services
Director Bill Anderson’s said.

To accommodate those folks -
and fust to keep In the spirit of the

. season - Public Services will offer

a Special, extended leaf pickup
period.

Towmship solid waste customers
can put their leaves on the curb

for collection from Dec. 26 through
Jan. 12, 1996.

That's the same time that
Christmas trees will be picked up.

Please be sure that leaves and
any other yard waste is left in
plain view: the crews can't use X-
ray vision to see bags beneath the
SNow.

If you have any questions call
the Department of Public Services
at 348-5820.

Club raises money for scholarships

Mill Race Village was bustling
with activity Dec. 2, as the
Northville Mothers’ Club Life Mem-
ber Group held its holiday open
house.

Some 400 people attended the
event, staged at four buildings
inside the historical compound on

. Griswold.

Admission wis $15} but some
got Into the giving*spirit’ and
donated more. The money raised
will go toward scholarships for
Northville students.

The buildings - Cady Inn,

into a stocking.
And perfectly into your budget.

Hunter House, the church and
Yerkes House - were open for view-
ing and were decorated with fes-
tive, seasonal accessories by area
businesses.

Changing Seasons decorated the
{nterior of the church and the
Hunter House, while Preferences
made over the Cady Inn and Gar-
denviews handled the Yerkes
House.™

Northville High School carolers
entertained during the 5-7 p.m.
open house.

Event chair Mary Whiteside was

$ NEC Message
495
Pager
*3 Months Free Messoge
Alert Yoice Mcil with

a 2-Yecr Agreement

eritech

YouRr LINK 70 BETTER
COMMUNICATION

For a dealer near you call, 1-800-MOBILE-1.

pleased with the way everything
turned out.

“We want to especially thank
everybody who attended and con-
tributed. This will help us provide
scholarship money for hard-work-
ing and deserving students.

1 also want to give recognition
to Gwen Marburger, whose com-
mittee did such a wonderful job
with the appetizers.”

The Life Members Club is made
up of women who have been with
the main Mothers' Club organiza-
tion for at least 10 years.

THE AUTHORITY
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New legal firm to take helm
at start of year in township

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

Dec. 31 will see more than the
end of one year and the beginning
of the next. In Northville Township
New Year's Day will see the tenure
of yet another attorney firm end
and that of its replacement begin.

Township officlals have for
months been considering the hire
of new counsel to deal with its
labor legal work. particularly
unfon contract bargaining and a
comprehensive revision of policies
outlining employee responsibilities
and penalties. Last week saw that
process capped with the selection
of Troy-based Cox, Hodgman &
Giarmarco.

Cox-Hodgman will take over for
ousted Barlow & Lange, also of
Troy, hired in February 1993. It is
the fourth firm to go since the
board took office in November
1992 and the second to be select-
ed as the result of a special attor-
ney search committee composed of
board members and citizen volun-
teers.

The committee recommended
the hire to the township board of
trustees last Thursday (Dec. 14).
Cox-Hodgman was the group’s top
choice after weeks spent reviewing
19 applicants, including Barlow &
Lange.

Cox-Hodgman, committee chair
Bob Grant told the trustees, is
ready, willing and more than able
to fulfill the township’s legal labor
needs and will do it cheaper than
Barlow & Lange.

Cox-Hodgman will charge $110
an hour, Grant sald, versus Bar-
low’s $134 per hour. The firm
Includes 37 attorneys on staff and
will take over effective Jan. 1,
1996.

The board also agreed with the
committee’s request to allow {t to
periodically review the perfor-
mance of Cox-Hodgman and the
township’s main legal firm -
O'Connor, Degrazia and Tamm of
Bloomfield Hills - to ensure their
services are within an acceptable
performance envelope.

Township officials won't be too

publicly specific about why they
wanted to part company with Bar-
low & Lange.

The closest they came was dur-
ing interviews last month with five
finalist firms. The talk then was
that the “lines of communication”
between lead Barlow attorney Paul
Coughenour and the board had
“eroded.”

That was an
Coughenour didn't share.

The interviews brought out some
key elements that the township
was looking for in its new labor
counsel, such as:

¢ Expertise in labor law and
especially in negotiation skills, a
point Grant praised Cox-Hodgman
for highly.

* The ability to stand up to the
board and give realistic legal
advice even if trustees put the heat
on a lawyer to pursue less prudent
alternatives.

The township has a total of 65
full and part-time employees, most
of whom belong to one of the five
established unions.

opinion
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Apriare Self-Contained Homiddier

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

Northvllle Township’s new
labor counselors wiil hit the
ground running in 1996, tack-
ling negotlations with the newest
municipal employee union.

The Troy-based legal firm of
Cox, Hodgman & Glamarco was
given the nod last week by the
board of trustees to begin han-
dling the township’s labor mat-
ters beginning New Year's Day.

Topping the list of pending
issues is opening negotiatlons
with a recently-formed Team-
sters union chapter composed of
seven township employees.

That group voted unanimously

Negotiators to keep busy schedule

in August to ask representatives
of Teamsters Local 214, head-
quartered in Detroit, to negotiate
a collective bargaining agree-
ment on their behalf.

Nine employees, including
adminlistrative department
heads Mick Kruszewski and Bill
Anderson, were originally
included in the proposed bar-
galning unit when the matter
was set for a vote this summer.

The Michigan Employment
Relations Commisston {(MERC)
ruled, however, that the two
department heads must be
excluded. agreeing with the
township’s contention that
supervisory and non-supervisory

personnel can’t belong to the
same union.

The seven workers include all
full-time and regular part-time
employees of the building and
public utilitles departments,
leaving only members of the fire
department, some department
heads and one other township
employee un-unionized.

The opening of talks has been
delayed for a few months
because of other Issues that had
to be squared away first, Manag-
er Tamara Hanlin said.

Teamster officials agreed to
give the township the time, she
added.
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OAKLAND HILLS

YOu ARE INVITED TD SHOP

AT THE

OPEN GOLF HOousEe

EXCLUSIVELY AT

COUNTRY

CuLus

TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY
BEGINNING NOVEMBER 7, 19895
5:00 M

10:00 Aam -
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S. OPEN CRESTED MERCHANDISE

SDI @

ASHWORTH @ GEAR @ CROSS CREEK @ CARLYLE ® FPoOLO
IMPERIAL @ STARBUS @ THE LOoOK

3951 WEST MAPLE ROAD

BETWEEN
TELEGRAPH & LASHER

L'.:ALL 1 .800.525. 1996
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Tickets start at just $5.
'; "VIPERS | .
‘ UPCOMING HOME GAMES R\ ALL’ Christmas Ornaments, /55
1 &® Thurs,, Dec. 14th ¥ Sat., Dec. 23rd || = Decorations & Trims &% ¥

12:30 Face-Off
vs. MINNESOTA MOOSE
Boyd collectibles

@ Fri., Dec. 29th i I .
7:30 Faco-ott || e M Grandma's f) 5
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Capture the Christmas of Yesterday... Today!
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vs. HOUSTON AEROS

R *Excludes Department 56, lHeritage Village, Snowc Village,
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344-1200
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Obituaries

FRED W. HEMBREY

Longtime Northville-area resi-
dent Fred W. Hembrey died Sat-
urday, Dec. 16, 1995. He was
84

Mr. Hembrey was born in
Hutchinson, Arkansas, and
came to the area fn the midst of
the Great Depression in 1935.
Following service in the Navy
during World War II, Mr. Hem-
brey secured employment as a
child care worker at the former
Wayne County Training School,
a facility for mentally impaired
children located at Five Mile and
Sheldon.

The school had its own public
safety department, and Mr.
Hembrey went on to become a
firefighter and later the fire chief
at the institution. He remained
in that capacity until his retire-
ment in 1973.

Mr. Hembrey moved here from
Plymouth in 1946 and pur-
chased a vacant parcel of land

on Napier. He built his own
home with a barn on that site
and, following retirement,
became involved in raising and
training Arabfan show horses.

*I used to say that what he
tried to do was raise the perfect
Arablan horse,” daughter Anne
Hiemstra said.

Mr. Hembrey's involvement in
equestrian activities was exten-
sive, and he served as president
of the Arabian Horse Association
of Michigan and as manager of
the Michigan All-Arabian Horse
Show.

Some of his horses won major
state awards.

Family members feared that
when his wife, Lena Stanage
Hembrey, died in 1985 Mr. Hem-
brey's will to live would be bro-
ken. But he underwent major
surgery, regained his strength
and enjoyed quality of life for
several more years.

Recently, he went to live at the

Plymouth Inn, an assisted living
facllity, and later at the Ply-
mouth Court Extended Care
home.

In addition to daughter Anne
Hiemstra of Farmington Hills,
Mr. Hembrey is survived by
daughter Karen Hembrey
Roberts of Maryland; brothers
Rupert Hembrey and Paul Hem-
brey of Arkansas, and Richard
Hembrey of Kentucky; and sister
Sunshine (Euel) Frear of
Arkansas.

A service is planned for today,
Dec. 21, at 11 a.m. at the Cast-
erline Funeral Home In
Northville. The Reverend Robert
Wollard of Christ Church Cran-
brook in Bloomfleld Hill will offi-
ciate.

Burial wiil take place at
Strangers Home in Alicia,
Arkansas.

The family would appreciate
memorials to the Morris Animal
Foundation.

Metropark opposes drilling

By TIM RICHARD
Staff Writer

This time it was government's
turn to say “NIMBY" to homeown-
ers.

The board of the Huron Clinton

onto the Kensington group camp
site, which is directly over the sus-
pected 250 million-year-old fossil
fuel deposits.

NIMBY means “not in my back
yard.” And in HCMA's case, the

“Their (Wolverine Gas & Oil Co.
of Grand Rapids) first choice is to
locate it in the park where the oil
is located.”

Residents foresee damage to

health, safety, air quality, ground-
water supplies, traffic and proper-
ty values if development is in their
neighborhood.

Added resident Neil DeVries:
“Wolverine’s first choice is to drill
above the deposit rather thanon a -
slant. They say, “The well is going :
in. We are starting to drill in mid- -

Metropolitan Authority refused to
allow gas and ofl drilling on a
group camp at the north end of
Kensington Metropark.
Disappointed Milford Township
residents had hoped to keep
drilling out of a vacant 10-acre
parcel [n a nearby residential zone
at Shagbark and Garner roads and

January.”
 Hury! Hurry! Hurry!

[y, Hurryr Hurry! %mh—

H”r y! o Hu ey Hurr ! Sale Ends December 23! |

back yard has been used by scout
and youth groups for nearly a half-
century.

“The oll deposits are under the
group camp,” resident Peter Karr
told the HCMA board Dec. 14.
“Hundreds of homes would be
affected by a well at Shagbark and
Garner.

Photo by SUE SPRLLANE

Shakespeare struii

Students in Susan Couzens’ and Lisa invited parents to their Elizabethan Festival.
Rohde-Barbeau’s enriched English 9 class Guitarist Neil Patterson plucked out a few
studied Romeo and Juliet, wrote essays and tunes from the bard's era.

T_ l- Celebrate Christmas
... With Christ!

. You are invited to celebrate with us the great
miracle of Gods Son born as the Babe of
Belhlehem. THE REAL MEANING OF

N
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Recreation Commission Briefs

News from the Dec. 13 meeting of the Northville Parks & Recre-
ation Commission:

FOLINO HONORED: Community foon and longtime Rec com-
missioner Paul Folino recelved the praise of his peers in the form
of a plaque and a round of applause.

“You deserve much, much more, Paul, but you have our
thanks," Rec chair Connie Livanos said.

FRIENDS TO MEET: The Friends of Northville Parks & Recre-
ation, a volunteer booster group dedicated to supporting commu-
nity recreation opportunities, continues to plan for its annual din-
ner/auction fund-raiser. The event will be held Saturday, April 27,
at Schoolcraft College and ticket prices include a gourmet meal
and participation in a special auction of goods and services donat-
ed by local citizens and businesses.

The Friends are considering using money raised from the event
to construct a concessfon stand at Beck Road Park. Their next
meeting will be held Wednesday, Jan. 10. If youre interested In
getting tickets or in donating items, call President Marv Gans at
462-4413.

ICE RINK'S ON THE WAY BACK: The ice rink built at Ford
Fleld last winter - a project near and dear to the heart of commu-
nity volunteer Roxanne Casterline - was so successful that a
repeat show could be in store for 1996.

Casterline announced that the volunteer group which worked
on the rink last year will ask Northville City officlals for the go-
ahead to do it all again. BFI has donated a quantity of 40-gauge
plastic that will hold the water for the rink, she noted, and has
offered to seam it at the company’s expense. Another area busi-
ness will donate the use of pumps and hoses, Casterline said, and
Northville middle school children will help to do all the work over
their Christmas vacations.

" LEATHERS PLAYGROUND: The effort to bring a Leathers
playscape to Northville has taken its first tentative steps forward.

The Rec commission agreed to loan $50 to the volunteer citizen
committee that’s backing the effort.

Named after the New York firm of Leathers & Associates that
designs and helps build playscapes across America, they are con-
structed with all-volunteer money and labor.

The $50 loan will allow the group to rent slides that will be
placed around the community to get the word out about the
playscape idea, Director of Parks & Rec Traci Johnson Sincock
sald. Volunteers hope to get going in earnest in January and the
whole effort may take up to a year to complete.

CCODA UPDATE: CCODA has gotten its long-awaited $500.

The after-school program for middle school children, slated to
begin in January under the auspices of the Parks & Rec depart-
ment, received $500 from the Rec Commissfon on Dec. 13. That
body authorized the money from its own dedicated millage afler
the Northville Township Board of Trustees agreed to allow the
move.

The board repeatedly rejected allocating any general fund town-
ship money for the program. saying that it was a job better suited
for the Rec program.

N MITCH

A\

{ HOUSEY’S

X ;
N -2 We've Got It
Here On

3% NEW YEAR’S EVE
\/from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m.

.- g *
DANCING |®ayy,, . 004,
to the STR TAX & G, “son
Showcasemen Your Cpos, E IN Apy, Esy
L] eoj
* PREMIUM BARPKG.|, :.;'"ME ma""" Complese o::iz
* BREAKFAST *Ny, MIGNON .
scrambled eggs .(:;.‘OILED 2311“011\'
& pox(-lk sausage /- swg;ﬁ;;:o., pep?f RoUGHy
served at 2 a.m.| (w; Sy er)
) th p Iey STEA.K

Reservations Accepted for AN
EARLY NEW YEAR'’S EVE DINNER &\
Jrom 5 p.m. - Out by 9 p.m.
28500 Schoolcraft OPEN 6 DAYS

{Opposite Ladbroke DRC) )
LIVONIA - 425.5520 DAILY: MON.-SAT. al_l 1:00 AN

It’s Christmas at

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF NORTHVILLE

_ Welcome Home!
Come join us for worship & celebrating

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Choir Cantata & Church School, 11 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Pageant, S p.m.
Candlelight/Communion Service, 7 p.m.
Service of Lessons & Carols, 9 p.m.

l CandlelighyCommunion Service, 11 p.m.
[}
I

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31st
Worship & Church School, 11 a.m.

200 E. Main - Downtown Northville
Plenty of Parking
(810) 349-0911
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Kids galore in this week’s installment

Ok, we're going to slightly deviate from our
normal Talk of the Week format.

Thanks to Jan Purtell, who administers
the Service Learning Project for the Northville
School District, I have a slew of items {nvolv-
ing kids -~ Jan knows that I'm a pushover
when it comes to kids. So instead of my nor-
mal column that usually kicks off Talk of the
Week, we're golng to just plow into all of the
information Jan has provided me.

Don't worry Talk fans, 1l have a humorous
end of the year column for you next week.

IT'S A HOLLY, JOLLY CHRISTMAS here
at the Northville Record office and yours truly
hasn't quite finished his holiday shopping
yet. Not too worry, | have gifts for all of you
this year. Included in my Christmas bag are
a lot of hard working students from the
Northville School District, who are just full of
holiday cheer.

So. get out the eggnog. hang up that
mistletoe, and leave a few cookies because
Santa Bob is prepared to provide the gift of
gab known as Talk of the Week.

Ok Rudolph, turn off that nose, you're
blinding me.

WE START OUR JOURNEY with 66 first
graders from Mrs. Bartlett's, Mrs. Knight's
and Mrs. Oliverio’s classes, who donated
hats, gloves and warm ftems to Northville
Civic Concern. The kids also sang Christ-
mas carols underneath the Community Fed-
eral Credit Union’s “Wooly Tree.”

Mrs. Jarvi led Amerman second and third
graders {n the holiday singing. and Mrs.

NORTHVILLE

TALK

OF THE

WEEK

By Robert Jackson

Babich’s class made ceramic ornaments to
decorate the tree.

One more important note. The Amerman
student councll also collected can goods for
Civic Concern.

MORE SINGING, MORE DONATIONS: Not
to be outdone, 55 students from Cooke Mid-
dle School's “Encore Chorus,” led by Vickie
Abodeely, sang holiday songs at NBD bank
last week, and followed that up with some
carols at Kings Mill. E{ghth graders from Mr.
Nichols’ classes contributed food and paper
goods to Civic Concern, and Cooke’s student
councl] collected bags and bags of warm
hats, gloves and scarves, for Wayne Coun-
ty's Wolverine Human Services. Students
from Thornten Creek also contributed to
Wolverine Human Services.

FRIENDS TO HOMELESS: Active Friends
of the Homeless will be the reciplents of
Moraine's contributions of more than 15
boxes of canned food ftems, along with 15
blankets and many hats, gloves, mittens,

socks, books and, of course, toys. This
school-wide project was coordinated by the
Moraine student council.

ACTIVE ACTORS: Students from Mr.
KEinde’s Northville High School drama !
classes performed “Cinderella” for the third

ders at Winchester and Amerman, as well
as “Sterling Silverheart” for the eighth
graders at Cooke Middle School.

.- w e d e aesm—— e a e = |
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OH BOY, CHRISTMAS COOKIES: It’s just ,
not Christmas without good old fashioned
Christmas cookies. and the students from
the Early Childhood Center made holiday
placements for the Senlor Citizens Center
holiday party and delivered cookies to Star
Manor Nursing Home. .

EAGLES' NEST: Fifth grade students from
Silver Springs began a school-wide service
learning project with McDonald's to operate -
“The Eagles’ Nest™ school store with a por- '
tion of the profits going to the Detroit
Ronald McDonald House. .

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, the Northville
School District Central Office administra-
tlon and staff contributed warm clothing
items, canned goods. paper products and
glfts on Thanksgiving and throughout the .
holiday season.

ONE LAST THING: Before I sign off, I'd
like to wish each and every one of you the
merriest Christmas ever. Keep your holiday
secason fun and safe!

He's not the only

who knows if
youw'vebeen
badorgood. ~.;
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can help you improve your health.

If you're like most people, you may make a few New Year's resolutions. Maybe you

want to quit smoking, lower your cholesterol, lose weight or simply improve your health.

Before you start an exercise or diet program, remember to check with your doctor first.

Botsford Primary Care Physicians will give you a check-up, help you choose a program

that's right for you and help you maintain your good health. Our physicians give

you and your family personal care that considers your individual needs. Botsford Primary

Care Physicians, trained in a wide range of disciplines, examine you as a whole person.

If needed, they can refer you to the proper specialist. Wether you've been bad

or good, find out how you can improve your health today. For information on Botsford

Primary Care Physicians in your neighborhood, call our physician referral service

at (810) 442-7900.

1 Botsford Physician Network

™

Your Personal Health Management Team,
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Y/VIDEO GIANT

Here's Your Ticket To The
Best Entertainment In Town

Your Video Giant Membership Card Is Honored At All Video Giant Locations
And Opens The Door To These Special Features:

Two Videos For The Price Of One Monday Thru Thursday
Free Membership
TheLargestSelecbonOfVHSMoweslnThe Area
, to i The Largest Sefection Of Super Nintendo, Sega, Sega
. u Colof Saturn, and Play Station Games In The Area
21 a Great Selection Of Brand New And Pre-Viewed
Ty or Movies For Sale At Low Prices
play VCR Game Machines for Rental
Station Camcorder Rentals
syste

Tons Of Copies Of New Release Movies
Service That Makes You Feel Like A Star!

V Rent 1 Movie W )
Get the 2nd Movie Rental

FREE

Fri, thru Sun. & Hobdays
Not Vahd With Other Offers.
Offer Expues 1/31/96

'Y Rent1 Game V
Get the 2nd Rental Game

FREE |

Not Valid With Other Offers

1
H
I
I
i |

Yia‘ertora

Offor Expeas 1131796

Rochester Hits
435 Lvermos
Comers

]
989

Stering Hgts

Chresteteld Taso
35214 Doog? Pak
OPENING SOON

Véaterdors
7500 s 1 R4
M "ara -
666-8181 949-4600 6

Vatedord
5354 Doue H)
623-2

K Habor
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FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

OIISTILET
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0-60%
OFF

Original Retail Prices

v WASHERS
v DRYERS
v RANGES
¢ REFRIGERATORS
v SOFAS

v RECLINERS

v MIATTRESS

v AND NMIORE

ltems pictured are just a few examples of the hundreds of great values,

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE. -

LIVONIA
1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
! OFF PLYMOUTH ROD.

PHONE: 422-5700

Now, more ways 10 buy at Sears

TUES., WED.,,

MIDOLE BEWT RO™

PLYMOUTH RD.

o SEARS |y e @ Bll- PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED

NEW shipments arriving EVERYDAY! Iincludes
one-of-a-kind, out-of-carton, discontinued, floor
samples, dented, scratched and reconditioned

items. HURRY while quantities last!

Merchandise shown is representative only. Actual merchandise varies by store.

OPEN 7 DAYS
MON. & FRI. 9:30 a.m.-2:00 pm.

THURS. & SAT. 9:30 a.m.6:00 pm.
SUNDAY 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm.

By TIM RICHARD
Staff Writer

Two right-wing education bills
stalled last week as the state
House of Representatives tripped
up Gov. John Engler’s agenda. The
developments:

¢ Chairman Willlam Bryant, R-
Grosse Pointe, canceled a meeting
of the House Education Committee
that was scheduled to report out
House Bill 639 on “schools of
cholce.”

“I'm pretty sure he didn’t have
the votes,” said committee member
Tom Kelly, D-Wayne.

» The House barely approved a
watered-down version of the Sen-
ate’s revised School Code on a 57-
44 vote early Wednesday after a
14-hour session.

Significantly, six of the House’s
most conservative Republicans -
including Alan Cropsey of DeWitt
and Deborah Whyman of Canton -~
joined 36 Democrats in voting no.

Supporting the measure, SB
679, were 47 Republicans and 10
Democrats.

Nine members missed the ses-
sion.

Local representatives Willis
Bullard, R-Milford, and Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth, both voted yes.

Chances are Engler can get
many of his pet projects, like
expanded public school academies
(PSAs) and weaker curriculum
rules, restored {f the measure goes
to a joint House-Senate conference
committee.

Opponents of PSAs — also known.
as “charter schools” - view with’
alarm the number of private and
parochial schools that are getting
charter status and state aid,
despite the Michigan Constitu-
tion's ban. Opponents also view
weak curriculum standards as a
favor to private and parochial
schools.

Here - subject to change without
notice - is what happened on
major issues {n the House version
of SB 679:

1. Charter school authorities -
Limited.

In a blow to Engler, the House
removed charter-issulng authority
from the State Board of Education
after mid-1997 and from a handful

SEAIRS

Shop a different stove everyday at
Sears Furniture & Appliance Outlet
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House stalls Engler’s
state education agenda

of districts without high schools,

That was an outright blow to
Noah Webster Academy, the fun-
damentalist schoo! chartered by a
K-8 school district in lonia County
whose headmaster is the brother
of Rep. Alan Cropsey.

2. Charter school caps - In.

Engler and the Senate wanted to
remove the present cap of 75. The
House lifted the cap to 85 this year
but doesn’t remove it entirely until
the year 2000. Community col-
leges may Issue charters only
within thelr district boundaries.

An amendment by Rep. James
Agee, D-Muskegon, to clamp an
even tighter lid on university-
issued charters fell two votes
short, 54-40. Nevertheless, it was
a blow to Central Michigan Univer-
sity. the biggest issuer of charters.

3. “Parents rights® ~ Sharply
modified.

The House removed permission
for parents to videotape and
audiotape classroom sessions and
to be present during exams.

The Senate version was seen as
an open invitation to harass teach-
ers and provide fodder for evangel-
fcals’ television shows.

4. Mandatory core curriculum -
Out.

After putting 2 mandatory core
curmiculum back into the code, the
House dealt a blow to moderate
Republicans and Democrats by
sticking with the Senate standard
—a "model” curriculum.

5. Moment of silence - In.

After hot debate, the House

“This is nothing more
than a sop to the far
right wing of the
Republican Party.”

~Ren. Maxine Berman
D-Southbeld

approved an amendment allowing
a moment of stlence at the begin-
ning of the school day. The spon-
sor was freshman Michael Green,
a Thumb-area Republican.

“This is nothing more than a sop
to the far right wing of the Repub-
lican Party,” said Rep. Maxine
Berman, D-Southfleld. *SB 679
requires a moment of silence
which in fact will become a prayer
in name which minority religions
are forced to hear. The bill
removes the core curricula - the
only real expectation we've ever
had

“We have replaced content with
prayer.”

6. Endorsed diplomas - In.
Charter schools are made subject
to state-endorsed diploma provi-
sions.

Local school districts and char-
ter schools may continue to issue
their own diplomas, but students
must pass state exams to get an
endorsed diploma.
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Track crossroads: Direction uncertain

Where does Downs
fitin city’s future?

By HOBERT JACKSON
Statl Wrter

Lou Carlo Is proud of what he
sees

When Carlo the owner and gen
eril mannger of Northwille Downs
suncys his race track he thinks of
a facility rich in tedition uniquely
nestled close to 1 downtown 1rea
that over the years has developed
a uniqueness of its own

For maore than five decades the
Downs and Northville have grown
together The eity has benefited
from the revenue generated by the
track and has used the willions of
dollars it has received over the
years in many positive ways

Ironically it was several decades
ago that the city s founding fathers
chose to evolve from the “Village of
Northville™ to the City of Northnille
in order to take advantage of pari
mutuel funding from the state
Carlo explained

So it s not hard to understand
why Carlo sees the connection
between the track and the clty asa
positive one

When I look at the Dawns 1 see
one of the finest harness racing
facilities in the country  he satd
“And it is lacated close to one of
the finest downtawn areas in the
country ™

But there are people who dont
share Carlo s vision of the relation
ship Because the city is land
locked and has very little land left
to develop planners and develop
ers drool over the 50 acres of
“prime real estate” the track sits

on

According to a recent city land
use study city planners maintain
the property cauld he put ta better
use Instead of horses grand
stands and an aval track they sec
homes and condos office space
and open aras

To add to the Downs public
relations problem there are home
owners who belleve the track Is a
source of graft and corruption and
they don t want that type of "crimt
nal element” in their community

‘There are still others who main
tain that horse racing Is a dying
industry that doesn t merit the
attention of state and local govern
ment.

In short there are several
Northville factions that would ilke
to sec the Downs simply go away

They were all prepared for the
race tracks funeral when the gov
craor rejected casino style gam
b¥'ng last summer Michigan race
tracks had argued that allowing
gambling would have boosted com
petition with casinos in Windsor

Even today with the ink barely
dry on a bill that will allow full
card simulcasting at race tracks
detractors of the Downs still
believe the tndustry iIs one step
from the grave

Not so according to Carlo who
Just smiles and nods at the people
who would consign the Downs to a
bygone era

“Were in a bit better shape than
most of the other Michigan
tracks * he explained Adding the
simulcasting should put us in
even better s] -

His optimism comes from the
reallzation that Northville Downs
is not dead yet and isnt golng any
where for a long time Others in
the harse racing industry share
Carlos view

“With this new legislation in
place Northville Downs could
become Michigans most success
ful race track " explained Kenn
Christopher of the states Racing

Commission “With that comes the
benefit to the city as far as the
increased revenues are concerned

“Northville Downs has been a
good clvie partner with the City of
Northviile and we believe that
partnership will continue *
Christopher said

“Weve always felt that our sue-
cess would be a beneflt to the city
and vice versa * Carlo added
“Weve tried to help out whenever
we could and I think that anyone
from the city would tell you that
weve gone out of cur way tobe a.
good business partner

What has Northville Downs
given this small affluent commu-
nity throughout the 51 years of the
tracks existence? The answer is as.
easy as walking down Main Street,
according to former Northville City
Councilman Paul Folino

The fatted calf

“All I can say is that Northville
Downs has definitely paid more of
its fair share into the city coffers *
Folino said “We wouldn t have
been able to accomplish everything
that we have as far as improve
ments are concerned had it not
been for revenues from the
Downs ™

Everything from Mainstreet 78
to the new parking decks has been
touched by race track revenues
Even the city’s Recreation Center
Building was constructed with
race track money Folino
explained

“That building cost the city
4240 000 to construct in the early
1950s " Folino said “The city used
the pari mutuel funds from the
Dawns to make that project possi
ble "

And up until recently the city
placed the money it received each
year mto the city capital improve
ment budget which funds street
improvements water and sewer
improvements and equipment
purchases

That money is usually raised
through taxes but with thousands
of dollars showing up on
Northville s doorstep each year
past city administrators didnt
hesitate to utilize every penny of
race track funding according to
Falino

*“The administration s thinking
was If we have the money, lets
spend it.” Folino explained. “Soon
er or Jater that type of thinking
was bound to catch up with us *

Catch up it did ia the late
1980s when the state of Michigan
refused to return the annual wind
fall to race track citics. The result
for Northville was a difficult finan
cial crunch that eventually
plunged the city into a deficit situ
ation.

“We should have been more
careful not to expect the funding
wauld always be there * Folino
sald “We should have adopted a
policy back then similar to what
the city does now and that is not
figure the funds into our budget.

“Unfortunately at that time our
clty manager belleved the state
would never withhold the race
track funds “ Folino added “What
we did in a sense was to kill the
fatted calf*

The city manager at that time
was Steve Walters wha left to
become Plymouth City Manager
the year Northville experienced ils
deficit problems

It wasnt uniil this year's audit
that the city realized a surplus of
funds at the end of its flscal year
Ironically a portion of the race

Prow by HAL GOURD

The effects of brand new stale legisiation on both the track and the city are unknown.

RACE TRACK REVENUE
How much money has Northwille received from Northvile Downs
since the track opened in 19447
The figures are substa tial
Property and real estate faxes $11 564 042
State pan mutuel funding $17,782375
Norlfville track-related expenses $5845 624
Total overage $23 500 793
Souce Nortwile Donng Cib

track funds has been used the
past few years to relfeve the city of
its defleit.

“We were able to correct our
financial problems with help from
Northville Downs * Folino said
“For people to say that they have
not been good civic neighbors is
Just not true.®

Carlo shakes his head when you
ask him about the millions of do!
lars Northville has received in rmce
track revenue

“Its a shame that city officials

years ago never 100k some of that
money and sct it aside * he said
*“The interest alone waould have
provided Northille with more than
its current budget today and they
wouldnt have to worry about any
financial crisfs =

Folino a long time proponent of
the Downs said former city
administrators took the Downs
and the state funding for grinted
and made plenty of mistakes 2long
the way including filing erroncous
cost reports to the state Racing

Commission. he believes

Costhy services?

Under the old racing law host
race track cities were requl
submit yearly reports to the Rac-
ing Commisston justifying the
parl mutuel funding. The reports
according to Kenn Christopher of
the Racing Commisslon are meant
1o verify actual costs of police and
fire services along with other mis-
cellaneous services

Untll he left Northeille tn 1991
Walters was the man responsible
for submitting cast reports to the
state Coples of the reports dating
back to 1950 seem to contain dis
crepancies on just how much it
cost the city to provide police and
fire senfces An analysis of the
documents turncd up some inter
esting findings

1n 1990 then City Manager Wal
ters clalmed in 2 cf

that the six officers worked a com
bined total of 6 912 man hours
Simple divisfon shows that the six
police officers were pulling close to
870 per hour according to the fig

ures
Walters also reported that the
city spent $84 496 in fire services

#70 000 in parking development.
on Cady Street - which didn t
occur according to race track offt

clals - along with other miscella

neous services. The final expend!

ture tally to the state totaled
4907 256

Coincidentally the city was slat
ed to receive $807 256 in pari
mutuel funds from the state that

year

‘The same thing happened In
‘Walters final year in Northville. in
his report to the state he
the clty spent $558 043 for the
same police officers That season

e were fewer racing dates but,

according to the repart. the city's
costs were greater than In 1990

Walters also safd in the report
that Northville needed $121 298
for water maln (mprovements but
track officials say such upgrades
never happened

The discrepancy becomes more
glaring when you lock at the 1992
report filed by current City Manag-
er Gary Word His report to the
state on cost expenditures
it by the city was quite a hit
different than the previous tuo
years with services costing
only $101 B20 Reports filed sub-
sequently have provided a consts-
tent report of the city’s police costs

viding

Why the discrepancy prior to
Words arrival® Walters was
unavailable for comment from hs
affice in Pivinouth and the Racing
Commission didnt have an
answer explaining instead that
the commission isnt respansible
for the integrity of reporting by
race track citles.

“The Racing Commission
requires race track citles to file the
annual reports noting what the
funds were used for - Christopher
explained “We dant challenge the
walidits of the reports, we fust pro-
cess that Information iato aur
annual report to the governor ™

“We e changed the reporting
format within the past few
make it easier for race track cities
1o provide that tnformation.* he
added.

decline since (s peak in 1971

With the opening of a casino in
Windsor attendance at scutheast
Michigan race tracks has suffered,
acrarding to Westrin, which ts why
the nine competing race tracks
banded together to push for the
new stmuleasting begislation.

“The cooperation betaeen the
tracks bhas been tremendous *
Westrin satd. “The end result is
legislation that evens the playing
Bield and could make tracks prol
itable”

Calo the legislation,
while geared to help the tracks
boost prefits will benefit the city
aswell.

“The plus for the city is that the
funds come from us, and
they dant have to deal with the
state * he ex)

“If wagering doubles because of
simulcasting then the city will
realize more funding from the
breakage

statement that it cost $515 346 for
police services for the race track.
That year there were 144 days of
racing at the Downs and the city
provided six police officers who
worked eight hour shifts at the

ck
In the report Walters cxplained

But Carlo app
apprehension.

°1 understand their cancerns
and their need to address them ™
he concluded “In the past the
track and the city have worked
together to work out problems
and we will continue to work
together 5o we can both benefit™

the city's

Plan offers options in case race track goes under

The gray bars represent
Jan 1894 funds coming to the city
to pay for police service
at the track. The black
bars represent tha actual
dan. 1993 costs of that service
E Jan 1882
3
Jan 1991
Jan 1830
+ t + + t {
S0 $200000 $400000 $600000 800000 $1 000 0D
Ooliars

By ROBERT JACKSON
Stat Writer

Picture single family houses
condominiums and retai! office
space sitting on the §0 acres cur-
rently occupled by Northville

S

‘That s what a clty plan envislons
if the race track were to sell its
property

‘The plan created by city plan
ning consultant Don Wortman
cltes several possible land use sce
narios and clalms that the city
wauld be better served from a
Anancial standpoint If the race
track were replaced

City officials sy the document
was compiled simply for planning
purposes and doesnt suggest that
the Downs mcing days are over

1f that Is true City Councilman
Chuck Keys wonders why werent
mce track offlcials included in the
inltial plinning proceas

Keys question reflects the pecu
llar relationship Letween the clly
and the race track 1t also prompts
a fallow up question why woutd
the city design a development plan
for property that & nat for sale?

A secand plan {s currently in the
works andl might answer some of

“This plan is intended to offer alternative land
uses in a cooperalive framework in the event

that another use for the property is necessaryo;w

otman
Gy plancer

the puzzling questions but
according to Wortman the study Is
meant to anticipate possible
changes and propose land uses
Downs officials might consider
“This study {s not Intended to
dictate land use to the property
owners ar suggest the possible
demise of the property * Wortman
sald “it Is intended to offer alter
native land uses in a coaperative
framework in the event that anoth
er usc for the property is neces

sary

‘The {nitial study also claims that
city revenue from the proposed
land uses would exceed what the
Downs currently provides In the
tax revenue annlysis the plan calls
for two alternatives

+ Limited growth - which offers n
wmix of single family residentinl
mixed single family (condo) multy
ple family

parking and open space

+ Controlled growth - which
offers a mix of single family rest
dential mixed single family office,
commerclal private parking and
open space

The limited growth alternative
lists the estimated value of new
development at about $14 7 mil
llon with the clty recelving
$123 038 {bised on 16 74 mills) or
%ﬁBO 569 {brsed on 23 45 mills)

¢

include the revenue the clty
receives on parl mutuel bettis

“The plan only included what
the Downs pays in property taxes
and didnt include the thousands
of tax free dollars Northville
receives from betting at the track,”™
Keys explained

The actual amount Northville
receives from the race track has
varied over the years but has
averaged about $450,000 over
past four years accocding to Rac-
ing Commission figures Add the
487,780 In property taxes, along
with the thousands of dollars the
ity recelves (n personsl property
taxes and the Downs financial
worth to the city increases to
about $7200 000

What that means, according t0

Downs I8

rowth
puts the estimated value of new
development at $39 5 million with
the city receiving $330 000 (based
on 16 74 mills) or 767 091 (based
an 23 45 mills)

In both instances the plan sets
total revenue from the track at
Just 887 780 the amount the
track pays in property taxes

f\c‘cor(‘llng to Keys "the plan was

becnuse 1t didnt

Keys, 1s that

probably contributing more dollars
to the city than the city would take
in if 1t followed Wortman s inltial
set of alternatives,

“Northvllle Downs i & major
revenue source, and they have
s been good neighbors * Keys

think it s presumptuous of
us to decide what the land i3
to be used for when it {snt even
ours to begln with ™




‘with little

- By ROBERT JACKSON

, Staff Writer

It was the most talked about

issue during the recent mayoral

and city council election, and for

Mayor Chris Johnson Northville

Downs has become the number

one Issue facing elected officfals

and administrators.

As Johnson ~ and every other
policy maker in the city - watched
, recent legislation allowing year-
' round simulcasting at the Downs
_ speed through the state Legisla-
, lure, one question became readily

apparent.

°  How is the change in race track

.. operation golng to impact the com-

1 munity?

“We're not really sure of just

! how this will affect us,” Johnson
sald. “We're Just sure that it wilt
affect us In some way.”

It may take one or two years for
" state lawmakers, racing represen-

- tatives, and Northville officials to
sort out the effects of HB-4526.

7 Not even members of the state
Racing Commission can give a
deflnitive answer on the Intricacies

" of the new racing law.

Racing Commissioncr Nelson
Westrin, however, thinks he has a

* good idea as to what Northville can
expect.

*Our figures tell us that if the
wagering doubles because of the
simulcasting, then the city of
Northville’s breakage revenue will
double as well,” Westrin told city
councilmembers recently. “The city
could realize more funds than it is
currently receiving under the
existing law.”

Breakage {s the money remain-
ing after payouts for winning bets

* have been rounded down to the

nearest 1U cents

\What that means in total doliars
© is anyonc’s gucess, lawmakers

admit. Had the legislation been

enacted last year, Northville would
have received about $350,000 in

- breakage funds.

Northville received about
$430.000 last year from the 4 5
percent state part-mutuel tax.

Although racing officials can’t
provide a ballpark figure as to
future breakage amounts, Westrin

¢’ said thé formula for figuring ft out

{s simple.

"More betting translates to more
breakage for Northville,” he 'said.

What Westrin doesn’t explain,
and what Northville city officials
know all toa well. is that the state
can gheeth, and the state can most

' certainly taketh away.

Back In the carly 1980s then

* Gov. Willlam Milliken began reduc-
ing the amount of revenue race

* track citles received from pari-

< mutuel betting. That reduction
continued until the early 1990s
when the state refused to provide

- any pari-mutuel money to
Northville. sending the city into a
financial tailspin.

The state’s reluctance to part
with host city race track entitle-
ments is the reason behind the
wariness of city officials, and
although the new legislation takes
the state out of the funding formu-
1a Johnson doesn’t want the city te
be complacent on the race track
Issue.

"We don’t want to change the
character of our community just (o
keep Northville Downs a viable
race track.” he said. *I will not sac-

* rifice the good of the community

' for the benefit of a business within

- the community.”

' Johnson said his concerns over
the changing face of Northville
Downs would be the same regard-
less of the nature of the business.

Continued from 1

nia.”

i . The Senate Committee on Agriculture

' racing industry ahead for the first time in
| - years,” Geake sald. “This should greatly
benefit the cities of Northville and Livo-

certainty

“It's not that Fm anti-Northville
Downs,” he sald repeatedly during
the recent election campalgn. “It's
Jjust that I believe it's necessary to
protect the best interests of the
community.”

Protecting those Interests
includes budgeting the cost of ser-
vices the city provides businesses
and residents. With the possibility
of year-round activity at the
Downs, Johnson and other city
officials are wondering how those
services are going to be provided,
and more Importantly. how theyre
going to be funded.

Costs of doing business

Just like the current racing law,
the new legislation calls for host
cities to provide police and fire
protection to tracks in order to col-
lect race track funds. With the
Downs now able to offer simul-
casting. the track could be open
year-round. The question
Northville officfals must now ask is
how many officers should be
hired. and how should they be uti-
lized?

Police Chief Rod Cannon can
offer few concrete answers.

“We haven't really got a handle
on how this s going to affect us
from a staffing standpoint.” Can-
non sald.

Cannon and track officials will
be meeting within the next few
weeks to discuss a bastc plan that
will be ready for implementation
when the new law takes effect Jan.
1.
“We don't really know what the
attendance will be like when there
is no live racing at the track.” Can-
non added. “We don’t know how
this is going to shake out and [
guess we'll have to take 1t one race
ata time.”

Westrin explained that atten-
dance at the Downs dunng the off-
season will probably not be over-
whelming.

*Because there will only be
simulcasting and no live racing
during the Downs off-scason. the
attendance will not increase.” he
sald. "As a matter of fact. people
will most likely come and go. just
like you'd experience at a restau-
rant.

°I don’t expect numbers like the
Downs experiences during its live
racing season,” he added.

Because city officials don’t know
what to expect with the Downs
operating year round. and armed
only with a best guess estimate of
what the breakage amount will be,
budgeting for additional officers
and traffic control will be difficult,
according to City Manager Gary
Word.

Word and city council members
made it clear to race track officials
earller this month that because of
the unknowns, the city would con-
tinue its policy of requiring the
Downs and Jackson Trotung Asso-
ciation to submit yearly “letters of
understanding” outlining the pay-
ment of police services in case the
breakage amount did not cover the
cost of services.

Race track officials agree that
Northville should continue the
protective measures. but as
Westrin explained to councilmem-
bers. the breakage amount will
increase as wagenng increases.

“The potential is there for the
breakage funds to double.,” he
said.

The cost of providing police and
fire services to the Dawns during
its six-month season has averaged
about $110.000. That pays for six
police officers. additional equip-
ment. compensation, insurance

New bill attempts to revitalize long-declining industy
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Officials try to anticipate the unknown
-Planning difficuls

Photos by HAL GOUI D

Altendance at Michigan tracks peaked over 20 years ago, but some remain ardent students of the sport.
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and other miscellaneous expenses.

Is it worth it?

Along with the new legislation
comes change. The question on
everyone’s mind {s a simple one -
Will this new law be the shot in
the arm the racing industry sorely
needs, or is it just a bandaid creat-
ed by the Legislature to prolong
the Inevitable?

With casinos popping up across
the mver 1in Windsor and an indus-
try that saw its best years when
Nixon was in the White House, it
may not bic long before some of the
state’s race tracks run their final
races. According to Westrin,
Northwville Downs will survive.

“Even without the new legisla-
tion. Northwville Downs managed to
remain competitive.” he said. °It's
a first-rate facibity.”

Johnson agrees that the Downs
is probably the finest track in the
state.

“I've been to all of the other
tracks and, believe me. Northville
Downs 15 the best of the nine,” he
sald.

According to a report issued by
the Senate Fiscal Agency. the
Downs was the only track to make
a profit in 1993. The agency said
the track realized a profit of about
$600.000, while six of the other
tracks in the state lost money.

Despite the profit showing.
Northwille Downs officials insisted
they were really at the break even
point. According to Executive Man-
ager Margaret Zayu, the Downs is
the only track that operates as a
partnership. That means the bot-
tom line reflects income before
salaries are distnbuted to execu-
tives. and when you subtract that
amount the track’s actual balance
fell to zero. Zayti explained.

So if the best of the tracks are
barely above water. what happens
if simulcasting doesn't benefit the
racing industry? State Rep. Willis
Bullard R-Milford. who co-spon-
sored HB-4526, said the Legisla-
ture might have to return to the
~drawing board.”

*We belicve that this legislation
is the best chance for race tracks
to become profitable at this time,”
he said. "If this doesn’t work, we'll
have to discuss whether it’s feasi-
ble to keep trying to find ways to
bolster the industry.”
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and Forestry sent H.B. 4526 to the full
'Senate last week. The bill, sponsored by
-Sen. Walter North, R-St. Ignace, will affect
the funds the city of Northville receives
from Northville Downs.
According to North, the bill will allow for
* unlimited simulcasting at the state’s nine
‘licensed race tracks. Simulcasting is a
* closed-circuit, televised horse race held at
another track on which bettors at the
simulcast location may wager.
Simulcasting Is already allowed at the
nine race tracks but is strictly limited to
only one simulcast per day. and only up
- to 25 per season. which generally lasts
* about 125 days.
' The legislation cruised through the
"State House of Representatives, where co-
sponsors Willis Butlard, R-Milford, and
Gerald Law. R-Plymouth, sold the mea-
* sure as a win-win scenario for race tracks
and host cities. The advantage for
Northville would be that the city would not
* be dependent on the state for its share of
*race track proceeds.
The downslide is that the bill eliminates

the 4.5 percent ; a;e 'cbhomping at Eost ra;:cl u::ick ci]tllcs. Pazsag!e1 of tl;c IR
?aax on live STATE REVENUE TO MICH[GAN TRACK CITIES slrgulcasting up \\19111? vital “shot 1nﬂlhe arm.” :
racin and nunning.” is Is a significant development in

gsésrceplaces igt ciry -_1990-1991 1991-1992 1992-1993 1993-1994 Northville Mayor Michigan’s horse racing fndustry that will
with -break- Chris Johnson is  help bring it successfully into the 21st
age” funds the Livonia $833,930 $461,326 $447,298 $452,079 pileascltlj th:;t the !ccntu?lv and enablell; to compete effective-
city would col- $833 $439 2, city will no longer ly in the increasingly competitive environ-
|etcy( directly ‘Tao;g:iﬂe $1 45'% s;g;’?ig 373’33; S;_SM g;g be dependent on  ment in which it finds itself.” Westrin said
from the n - ey ‘ 186'655 the state for race The governor was expected to quickly
DowTs. Swartz Creek ~ $378,495 $215,980 $194,809 $186, track revenues. sign the legislation. Once that happens,

Breakage is Hazel Park $833,930 $461,326 $447,298 $452,079 but remains cau- race tracks will be able to begin full simu!
the money Mt Pleasant $12,775 $5,747 $5,055 $4,398 tious about how cast operations beginning Jan. 1. 1996.
remaining Saginaw $157,972 $81,221 $62,524 $63,513 the new legislation “We still have our work cut out for us.”
after payouts Fag.l 3 40'082 $74l828 $75.371 $59 839 wa pan out. ) Christopher sald. "We're going to be mect-
for winning tuitport ’ ' ' 3 We're still a bit  Ing with‘ all the tracks this weck to make
bets have been skeptical as to sure were able to get the process started
rounded down TOTALS $3,336,900 $1,837,500 $1,745,600 $1,745,600 exactly the by that time (Jan. 1)
to the nearest ) . amount of funds Those employed by the horse racing
10 cents. Source: Michigan Raong Comprission we will receive industry Include jockeys. trainers. race

What that - . under this new track employees, veterinary produce sup-
means in total piece of legisla- pliers, and hay farmers. In 1992, race
dollars is anyone's guess, legislators Northville Downs could become the most tion,” he said. tracks paid more than $20 million in

admit. Had the legislation been enacted
last year, the City of Northville would have
received about $350,000 in breakage
funds.

Northville recelved about $330.000 last
year from the 4.5 percent paid in slate
pari-mutuel taxes.

According to Racing Commission
spokesman Kenn Christopher the bill
*bodes well” for Northville because

successful track in the state.

*With the simulcasting our office pro-
jects that wagering will double. meaning
that the breakage going to the city of
Northville will double as well,” he said.

“This bill was successful because the
entire industry cooperated and worked
together and that cooperation was directly
responsible for the passage of this legisla-
tion,” Christopher added. “The racetracks

Not even Michigan racing officials have
accurate figures as to how much cities will
receive if the legislation is adopted.

"What we do know is that the more peo-
ple who bet on live and simulcast events,
the more breakage funds will go to the
host cities.” said Nelson Westrin, Michi-
gan’s Racing Commissioner.

Westrin said that even conservative esti-
mates on the breakage amount will benefit

wages to Michigan residents. according to
statistics provided by the state.

Attendance, wagering. and state rey
enue from the industry peaked in 1971
and has been in decline the past 25 years

North said that by removing the limits
on simulcasting. horse racing will become
more competitive by providing other
options for entertainment while people
wait to wager on live races. .
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receives

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

It's the thought that counts,
they say of presents.

Mary Ellen King's in the happy
position, though. of being able to
say that both the gift and the
motives behind it are first-rate.

King. the director of Northville
Youth Assistance, received an
ly Chrisunas present last week
om a pair of caring local busi-
ess folks: a brand spanking new
machine.

*It's wonderful. I'm now in the
20th century,” King joked. "It's a
very generous thing that’s hap-
pened.”

What happened is that Alan
Wood and Bonnle Hartsock, part-
ners In Northville-based Bonnie
Brook Development, went looking
for a way to give back while
spreading some holiday cheer.

“We've been real fortunate in our
sales and so we wanted to give
back to the community that’s been
so generous to us,” Wood said. "We
thought giving to the youth of the
community would be a great way
todoit.”

Bonnie Brook Is bullding the
Oaks of Northville, an under-con-
struction subdivision located on
Seven Mile near Beck Road.

TEL

tech gift

“I'm now in the 20th
century. It's a very
generous thing that's
happened.”

~Mary Ellen King
Northwile Youth Assisiance Direclor

When you talk Northville youth,
of course, the natural place to
start {s Northville Youth Assis-
tance.

It’s an organization jointly fund-
ed by the city and township of
Northville that matches caring vol-
unteers with local kids who are
judged to be “at-risk™ and in need
of a positive role model.

*They called me up and asked
how they could help. Alan asked
me for a wish list,” King said, "and
the fax machine was right at the
top.

*It will let our volunteers fax in
their weekly reports instead of
mailing them. It's a big time and
energy saver.”
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Photo by BRYAN MITCHELL

Alan Wood and Bonnie Hartsock join and Mary Ellen King in looking over a new fax machine for King’s office.
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Last Minute Christmas Special

All
North River
and Knights

Polar Fleece
Pullovers

30% OFF

Reg. $49% to $42%

Open
Thurs & Fri til 9pm
Sat 10-7
Christmas Eve 12-5

Specialists in the Artful Pursuit
of Fish and Fowl
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120 E. Main
Downtown Northville
810-349-3677
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] DESIGNERS « MANUFACTURERS ¢ DIAMOND IMPORTERS
LAUREL PARK PLACE ¢ 6 Mile & 1-275 « Livonia
{313) 464-3555

OLD NAVITIMER

Namaan On Couxst Ao on Toa. With e 3 crucll aspect of air
gavel picts xnd ravigatons have long viewed Bheis watch as thris basc
penoral instrument. Even with soday’s soph d ravigaton

and 7adio beacors, “flight compuaters” ke the Navia & are stll used

A shde rule of thas kind 2 bkt o NaVITRGX thechanical
The pilot's sole penoral bstrument, Kxdsy's NAToass are based on
» demgn voted ofSclal wanch of the Alraralt Owners & POots Assoclation

improved since then, Naviroas are itally efficent
and Lascirating %0 operate while thexr good looks remain as unmistakable

INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS

NG MASTERCRAFT

chronograptu

JEWELERS

i.'n‘,.",

)
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fedexal
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If you are
what you eat,
why not cut

back on fat?

American Heart

Association..

Fiohing Heart Disease
and Stroke
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GARDEN CENTER & BULK MATERIALS
* e are still open to serre your needs *

EASONED

EWOOD

All Hardwoods

[Pick-up or Delivered

42750 GRAND RIVER ¢ NOVi
(Betw. Novi Rd. & Meadowbrook)

3500

{across from
Vic’s -

349-
(=

n Assocate in Arts degree from Schoolraft
College can take you any place you want to go

because it's transferable to any four-year stae
university and prepares you for the job vou
want. So why pay $125 per credit hour when

you only pay $
clusses at Schox

Enroll at Schoolcraft College today.

i8 per credit hour for the same
sleraft College

Most classes begin January 8.

Phone-In Registration
December 21, 22, 23, 27,28, 29, Lanuary 3. 4

Weekdays
Saturdays .

.3 am -7 pm
5am- 3 pm

Walk-In Registration
Livonia Campus - McDowell Center

January 3 & 4.

. .9am -7 pm

Call 313/462-4426

Schooleraft Col
December 25 -

phone call will

lege will be closed
January 2, but your
be returned.

Schooleraft College has uro

com enient locations. The Livonia
campus is located betucen Six
and Seven Mile Roads just west of
1-275. Schoolcraft College -

Radcliff in Garden City is located
jrst south of Ford Road between
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At New Direction®, we tried to put all the
ingredients of our weight control program into a
glass, but they wouldn’t fit.

b

So we used a
medical center instead.

Because only a team of trained health care pro-
fessionals can give you the kind of supenvision
and support you need from a weight control
program. The NEW DIRECTION® Program
starts with safe,® rapid weight loss and adds
other impoctant ingredients Nutribon eduction
Behavioral counseling and physical activuity. So
if you have at least 40 pounds to losc, take a
look at a progam that will help you lose the
weight and teach you the shlls necessary for

For a free onentation call

(810) 347-4322

ew===
irection.

LA N LIRS LMPINSTIIY ]

Wweight management Take a look at NEW Al Providence Park
DIRECTION. Medical Cener
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Holiday
to affect
refuse

pickup

The City of Northville {s remind-
ing all residents that the Painter
and Ruthenberg company, which
contracts with the city for trash
pickup, will not operate Christmas
Day, Dec. 25, and New Years Day,
Jan. L

During the two weeks of the hol-
iday season trash collection day
will occur one day after the normal
collection day, meaning the com-
pany will be collecting trash from
Tuesday through Saturday of each
week.

For any questions regarding
your trash pickup. contact city
hall at 349-1300.

Feds plan
to survey
area in
January

The U.S. Commerce Depart-
ment's Census Bureau will visit
selected area houscholds begin-
ning Jan. 1 to conduct its Survey
of Income and Program Participa-
tion (SIPP), Dwight Dean. director
of the Census Burcau’s Detrolt
regional office, announced.

SIPP is a continulng nationwide
survey in which Census Bureau
representatives Interview a sample
of 5,000 housing units out of a
national total of 109 million.
Results will provide information on
such wide-ranging toplcs as jobs,
carnings. uncmployment, disabtli-
ty. and retirement.

SIPP results also Include infor-
mation on particlpation in pro-
grams such as Soclal Security.
Medlcare, Medicald, food stamps,
and penstlon plans.

Census Bureau representatives
will send a letter from the director
of {he Census Bureau to house-
holds to be surveyed before con-
cting them.

feeding agencies.

No. of
cases Items
Castleberry Beef Stew

Kroger Peanut Butter
Country Club Canned Ham
Star Kist Tuna

—— Heinz Baby Food

Riceland Rice

Sunshine Crackers

Kraft Macaront & Cheese

Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix

Frozen Whole Turkey
{circle one)

work of the food Bankl

Help Feed the Hungry

Please use this coupon to HELP FEED THE HUNGRY.,
GLEANERS COMMUNITY FOOD BANK will use your
donation (o buy the case(s) of foud you selected and
distribute them to over 200 southeast Michigan church
pantries, soup kitchens, emergency shelters and other

o == mn o mm w CUT COUPON HERE me wm wn um =m =

Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup

{3 1 would tixe to purchase one case of each plus one turkey
for $270.70 (A total of 255 ltems)

or
C] Please use this donation wherever needed to further the

No. Co&?;u Total
12 $1560
12 $1680 ______
12 $6984
48 $3168
24 $840 ____
5 $2250 ______
12 $14.40 ____
48 s884
48 $26.40 ______.
24 $628
— 310 %20 $30
255 items $270.70

26558

Enclosed ks my check for $

cash contnibution) tax credit.

Name

for
hungsy from Gleaners Community food Bank. My contribution qualifies
for a federal tax deduction and a State of Michigan (homeless/food bank

Make check payable to: Gleaners Community Food Bank
Mall whth coupon to: 2131 Beaufait, Detrolt, Mt 48207

cases of food for the

Address

City

State Zip

For more Informatlon call Gleaners at (313} 923-7855

T

CUcaners Maaks you and the food companies on this Bt for their efforts In
“HLLNNG NCHT BUNGIR™

81395

Gleaners seek donations

For the seventh consecutive
year, southeast Michigan residents
are opening thelr hearts to help
Gleaners Community Food Bank
distribute cases of food to the less
fortunate (n our community. The
“Help Feed the Hungry: Buy a
Case of Food" program s an annu-
al evenlt that enables indtviduals to
provide cases of food for those in
need.

Northuille Record readers can
take a direct role in helping others
by using this public service
coupon to select the cases of food
you wish to donate to a needy fam-
ily or individual. Stmply mail your
check along with the coupon to

Gleaners Community Food Bank.

Al gifts will be used to purchase
and distribute cases of food at no
cost to Gleaners’ member agen-
cles. Gleaners distributes food to
over 200 non-profit member soup
kitchens, pantries, shelters, and
other feeding agencies. Gleaners
distributes more than one million
pounds of food a month to the
hungry and poor in southeast
Michigan.

Please respond to the "Help Feed
the Hungry: Buy a Case of Food™

. program this holiday season. .

For more inforrhation about
Gleaners, call Gleaners® President
Gene Gonya at (313) 923-7855.

Measure Mill Race Matters

shelters

By TIM RICHARD
Staff Writer

A 90-4 yes vote gave no indica-
tion of the work state Rep. Gerald
Law put into a bill regulating dog
pounds and animal shelters.

*Every time | turned around,
another group would come forward
with its own problem,” sald Law,
R-Plymouth.

“Baslically, if you adopt a pet
from a licensed shelter, you have
to leave a $25 deposit and promise
to get it sterilized,” said Law, a dog
owner who takes a strong interest
in animal legislation.

“An estimated 200,000 dogs and
cats are euthanized each year, but
we don’t know how many for sure.
This will require them to report it
(euthanasia figures) to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.”

House Bill 4654 will become law
as soon as Gov. John Engler signs
it. .

Major provisions:

¢ The law applies to dogs, cats
and ferrets.

* Pet shops are required to dis-
tribute pamphlets to purchasers
about "the pet overpopulation
problem and the health benefits of
altering animals.” Pet shop licens-
es are Issued by the Department of
Agriculture.

+ Animal control and protection
shelters may not permit the adop-
tion of an unaltered dog. cat or fer-
ret until the customer has don-
tracted to neuter It. Exception:-An
owner reclaiming a lost pet from
the shelter isn’t required to agree
to neutering.

* The adopter is required to
leave a $25 good faith deposit with
the shelter guaranteeing his inten-
tion to have the animal neutered.
If he fails to keep the promise, he
forfeits the $25 and can be
required in court to pay damages
of $150 plus the shelter’s attorney
fees. His $25 is returned when he
presents a veterinarian’s certificate

that neutering has occurred.

* No deposit or promise to
neuter is required where the dog is
transferred to a law enforcement
agency. trainers of guide and
Leader dogs. Persons’involved in
breed rescue efforts also are
exempt.
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Thank you to Bob Prom for the donation of an early 20th century
shovel made locally, as well as printed material on the history of
Dubuar and Globe air rifles in the village of Northville. Prom 1s
researching these and other air rifles for an article he expects to
write.

The Midland Center for the Arts will house the Ruby LaFleur Doll
Collection exhibit being presented by the Midland County Historical
Society until March 31. The collection contains 150 beautiful and
rare dolls dating from the 1800s to the 1950s. Admission is $1. The
exhibit is open from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. daily. Contact (517) 835-
7401 for more information.

Last week’s column inadvertently excluded one member of the
Northville Historical Soclety Board of Directors. Apologies to JoAnn
Harris who is also thanked for her many contributions to the orga-
nization’s operation.

Usually at this time of year activity at Mill race Village slows
down. During that period this column generally directed toward vil-
lage activities focuses on the history of the village and of the com-
munity of Northville. Last week the column began discussion of the
creation of Mill Race Village.

Once the New School Church and the Hunter House were moved
to the new village site in 1972, volunteers began to work on restora-
tion of both buildings. New School Church constructed in 1845,
stood previously on the cast side of Wing just south of Main. Con-
structed as a church., it served that purpose for only four years. For
most of its history in the community it served as the village library.
Longtime restdents still refer to the building as the library.

Since its move to Mill Race, it has been restored to represent its
first function. The church building has become the site of numerous
weddings over the 20 years it has been located at Mill Race Village.
Until completion of the Cady [nn about five years ago, the New
Schoo! Church served as a meeting and social facility for the
Northville Historical Society as well.

Hunter House stood originally at the foot of Griswold on Main.
Griswold for the first 150 years of this community’s history ended at
Main. In the early 1970s, the city decided to cut Griswold through to
the race track due to increased traffic flow. The resulting cut caused
the move of the home known as Hunter House.

Hunter House is a Greek revival structure built in Northville dur-
ing the late 1840s. It was constructed for Stephen Hunter, recently
arrived from Aberdeen, Scotland, and his new bride, Mary Cady.

Stephen and Mary were married in Northville in 1848. By 1850,
the census records indicate they were living at the Main strect loca-
tion with thetr two young children and Stephen’s nephew, Willtam.

While work was being done to restore the Church and the home
additional structures were added to the village. The next two arrivals
were Wash Oak School and the Yerkes House. Next week’s column
will discuss these two buildings.

— Diane Rockall
CALENDAR
Thursday, Dec. 21
Northville Historical Board ............... Cady, 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 25
Merry Christmas

Office will be closed to celebrate the holiday.
No special activities scheduled.

' w. | First United
/ Methodist
Church
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holiday savings on over 40 great ATXT products
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Holiday Sale on More Than 40 AT&T Products.
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December 17
Joyous Sunday Services: 9:00 & 11:00 '
(All Choirs Participating) )

Sunday, December 24
‘ Christmas Eve
Morning Services & Sunday School

9:00-11:00 a.m.

5:00 p.m.-Family Pageant

8:00 p.m. - Festive Service

11:00 p.m. - Communion Service
Candlelighting at all services, Nursery 5:00 & 8:00 p.m.

Come Home Gar Clnistmas . . .

W.Eight Mile & Taft

Haondicap Accessible

.
I

— =

e e mefem s a—m——

Dr. Douglas W.Vernon, Rev. Thomas Beagon, Rev. Art Spafford
Christmas |

ART
& ER SALE ;i

TUESDAY ONLY - DECEMBER 26\
Jrom 8 aM - 3 pM

Our complete Christmas shop
is up for grabs!

60% OFF EVERYTHING!

Hurry in as supplies are limited and all items
are sold on a first come first served basts.
* Custom decorating not avallable!

Thank you for your patronage!

December 27 until March 1, 1996 J

The Nursery will be closed from

453-5500
9900 Ann Arbor Rd.

Just 10 minutes west of I-275

NR/NN

For Quick Results
Call GREEN SHEET CLASSIFIED

619348-3022,

é,
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BACKWARD

He was Michael Jordan, Jackie
Robinson and Colin Powell all
rolled into one. the most idolized
celebrity of his time, the man
who broke barriers, mended
fences and ended up an Ameri-
can hero.

His name was Joe Louis and it
was here that the prizefighter
who was fast becoming a legend
took some important steps on his
journey into history.

Born in an Alabama share-
cropper’s shack in 1914, Joseph
Louis Barrow came to Detroit
with his family in 1926, living in
Motown through all the years of
his fabled boxing carcer.

They didn’t call him “The
Brown Bomber” for nothing. That
unsightly fist in downtown
Detroit is meant in part to
remind the world of that stun-
ning single-punch knockout
power which few, if any, in the
sport have ever matched.

First becoming world heavy-
welght champlon in 1937, Joe
Louis was nothing short of an

GLANCE

...at
Northville’s past
by Randy Coble

American icon. He was the first
athlete who crossed the color
line. drawing attention and
acclaim for the first time from
both black and white. The fish-
bowl the press put him into
showed a poor boy who'd made it
good but who hadn’t lost his
soul. Few would expect that
there would be a Northville con-
nection to his rise to greatness,
but there was, however brief.

Louis lived life clean and. in
later years, became a national
symbol of the times, demonstrat-
ing integrity and sacrifice by
joining the Army during World
War 1l

A big part of his rise to super-
stardom came in 1938 when
Louis pulverized Max Schmeling,
a former champ on the come-
back trail. The fight in Yankee
Stadium, attended by the who's
who of Hollywood and Washing-
ton, was listened to by tens of
millions across the world. That’s
understandable: after all, it had
overtones which would make

Don King’s halr stand on end ...
er, well, even more on end.

Part of it was revenge. Schmel-
ing, a German, had handed
Louis his first professional loss
two years before. Mainly, though,
the fight was hyped as a clash
between American ideals of in
democracy and equality and the
oppression and racfal prejudice
of Adolph Hitler's Germany.

While Jessie Owens had done
his bit to smash the Aryan
superman myth in Berlin in
1936, Louis’ loss to Schmeling
that same year wounded Yankee
pride. The Third Reich’'s maneu-
vers to spread the swastika over
Europe really fanned the flames,
though, and made the rematch
into a duel of ideologies.

Louis walked into the ring after
having lunch with — and getting a
pep talk from - Franklin Roo-
sevelt. Schmeling arrived with
telegraphed longings for victory
from Hitler in his pocket.

The champ was sald to have
lost thelr first encounter because
of poor training and a lack of dis-
cipline. Determined not to make
the same mistake twice, Joe
Louis pushed himself for months
beforehand fn order to be ready
for his second date with Schmel-
ing.
Believe it or not, he began it
right here in Northville, some-
time during February or March
1938. The Brown Bomber spent
the first few weeks of his effort

living in a house near Eight Mile
and Newburgh and making some
money by working out in public
at the Wayne County fafrgrounds
- where Northville Downs stands
today.

The photo which appears here
is of Louls at the house, loaned
to ABG by a member of the
Northville Historical Society who
wants to remain anonymous.

*Every day he’d come down to
the Fair and train and spar with
his helpers. People could pay a
dollar a head to sit in the grand-
stands and watch,” the soéiety
member recalled.

“It attracted some attention, let
me tell you,” the member added.
“He kept a pretty low profile oth-
erwise, though, and then in a few
weeks he was gone.”

Gone to Pompton Lakes, N.Y.,
where the champ completed his
regimen and then went on to
crush Schmeling on June 22,

Louls did it In frighteningly
convincing fashion, knocking the
German unconscious in just two
minutes and four seconds. In
fact, Joe cleaned his clock so
badly that Schmeling spent 10
days in 2 New York hospital and
six weeks more in a German one.

It was, as they say, his-to-ree
and we had a part in it.

We'd like to hear about your
Northuille memories, blg or small,
here at A Backward Glance. Call
Randy Coble anytime at 349-
1700.

Uncertain footing
may alter rec plan

Continued from 1 clals want, he added, Sakwa is '
ready to simply donate $50,000 to - |
the Rec commission to use as it ‘

sees fit in lieu of constructing the
proposed improvements.

ongoing matters of debate. Sakwa
officials say the éggeral talk has
centered around ,000, roughly

Orchard Ridge pool slated to reopen next month

Sometime in January, Cakland
Community College will reopen the
popular pool on its Orchard Ridge
Campus.

OCC officials expanded the
scope of renovation earlier this
month by choosing to retain and
renovate a barrier-walkway
between the diving and swimming

tract with Chester Pools Inc.

But Interim Chancellor Anthony
Jarson noted, “That's still $30,000
under the next lowest bidder.”
Chester’s total contract now is for
nearly $103,000.

The pool was closed in May
because of leaks in the liner.
Repairing it was a top priority for

The pool is used not only for col-
lege physical education programs
but by community groups.

In other business at OCC's Dec.
11 board of trustees meeting:

* Highland Lakes Campus Presi-
dent Preston Pulliams announced
a pass rate of 96 percent among
assoclate degree nursing gradu-

the state among both two-year and
four-year colleges.

* For licensed practical nurse
graduates, the pass rate was 100
percent on the state exam, Pul-
liams said.

¢ The board approved atten-
dance at the legislative seminar
Feb. 25-27 of the American Com-

enough to build two tennis courts
and some parking. Township offi-
clals, on the other hand, say that
figure Isn't set in stone and that
whatever’s built must bring “a rec-
ognizable and substantial benefit®
to area residents.

Now a new clement is thrown
into the equation, namely that the
land planned for the recreational
area has problems. The five acre
triangular parcel abuts Haggerty
Road near the northeastern corner
of the site, tucked in between Hag-
gerty and the ring road serving the
center and Ward.

A good chunk of the land is
either protected wetlands that
can’t be built upon or soft peat
that won't support even tennis
courts or soccer ficlds, Sakwa rep-
resentative Gary Cooper told the
Northville Parks and Recreation
Commission last week.

The discovery was made after
more extensive soil testing was
conducted following the board's
concept plan approval, he sald.

There {s enough good soil near
the northern end of the triangle to
support two courts and some
nearby parking. Cooper explained.
and the developer has proposed
putting in a picnic area and a
nature trail circling the remalnder
of the site.

If that isn’t what township offi-

“Disappointed” was a word sev-
eral members of the Rec commis-
ston used to describe their feelings
upon both seeing the limited scope
of Sakwa’s plans and in learning
about the soll problems.

*We expected to get something
permanent and now we're not see-
ing that,” commissioner and board
of trustees member Barbara
O'Brien added.

On the advice of township
Supervisor Karen Baja, the Rec
commission decided to ask Sakwa
to research two possible solutions
and report its findings to the town-
ship planning commission.

The first calls for the developer
to see if Ward officlals, whose
plans for their arca of the parcel
are dfferent from Sakwa's, may be
willing to allow the company to
buy or swap some acres on anoth- -
er part of the land for use as recre-
ational space.

The second will see Grand
Sakwa calculate the cost of remov-
ing the peat on the current site
and replacing it with good soil.
That, Cooper estimated, could be
as high as $100,000.

*With all due respect | don’t
think that the developer should be
let off the hook,” Baja sald. “This
was not a gift out of the goodness
of their hearts. It was a tradeofl.”

CI1Y OF NOV1
NOLICE OF CHANGE IN PRECINCT LOCATIONS
FLEASE TAKE NOTICE of 0 new preciact boundary thanges whech will be fa ¢fTect beginamng
with the March 17, 1996 Presidential Frefereuce Fromary Election. Please note thd there have deea
charges 1 all precancts and poling Jocations A netw voter registraton caed will be malled G exch
reglstcred voter  Pleave note o the «ard Joue new precenct

sections of the pool. OCC when it asked voters for a ates on the state licensing exam. munity College Trustees In Wash- The follawing ace the new precinct boundanes and pollang ke stsons
That added $14.,240 to the con- property tax increase in June. That placed the group highest in ington, D.C.
PRECINCT BOUNDARY TOLUING LOCATION
CITY OF NORTHVILLE NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS R Pt et Mrorieairabite
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP Brswlisgeety Wosnc ol oggrny
A Public Hearing will be held on Monday, January 8, 1996 at 7:30 p.m. in the OF NORTHVILLE Frghe Mile from [laggerty 1o Meadontrood

City Council Chambers of Northville City Hall located at 215 W. Main Streetto
recerve public commaents on a proposed Water and Sewer Rate Schedule as

follows-
Cumrant Proposad
Servica Charges $4.50/illing $4.58/illing
Water $1.88/unit ' $1.96/unit
Sewner §4.56/unit $4.61/unit
{One unnt is equal to 1000 galions.)

Persons wanting to comment-on the proposed water and -sewer :rate
adjustments are invited to attend this meeting.

DELPHINE GUTOWSKI
CITY CLERK

12/20'95 NR

American Red Cross

SoutheasternMichigan Chapter

. PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: The Charter Township of Novthville Offices
will close on Friday, December 22, 1995 at 4:30 p.m., for the Christmas Hotiday
and will reopen on Wednesday, December 27, 1995 at 8 a.m.

. FURTHER, the Charter Township of Nocthville Offices will dose on
Friday, December 29, 1335 at 4:30 pm., for the New Year Hobday and will
tiren<1);>en on Tuesday, January 2, 1996 at 8 a.m. The drop box is avalable at all

es.
(12/14 & 12/21/85 NR})

CITY OF NOVi
NOTICE

NOTICE |S HEREBY GIVEN that there are upcoming vacancies on the Zoning
Board of Appeals, Beautficatbon Commiss:ion, Computer Advisory Committee,
Economic Development Corporation, Electon Commission, Housing and
Community Development Advisory Commties, Board of Review, Constructon
Board of Appeals, Historical Commission, Planning Commission.

The Novi City Council has scheduled Thursday, January 11, 1996 as a special
meetng to interview all candidates. Apphcations recerved by 5 00 pm on Friday,
January 5, 1996 will be scheduled for an interview Al apphcations recerved after
that daie will be placed on the next interview sassion

Applicabons are avalable from the offices of the City Clerk by calling 347-0456,

Fadt £.3¢ of Nowi (rom Esghi Mule to Nure
Mile, Sowth side of Nane AMite from Novl o
Meadowtrood, Weut vde of Mersonleock
from Nise Mile o Elgit Muse, North sxde of
Eaglk Mile fromn MeaSrmirook 1o Not

Mensonbrood Coogrrgatooal Chvarth
21333 Menkonbrook

East s.de of Meadowtrock from Nine Mule
10 Village Lade, Sowd Side of Village Lake
theu 10 Vitlsge Wood from Meadorebrook e
Hogperty, Yem 133¢ of Haggerty {roam
Village Woos 1o Nwne Mile, North shie of
Vine M.l from Haggerty so Meadoutsogk

Villsge Ouks Flemervary School
23331 Wilkewbrook Drive

1 < e .

Fad £4¢ of Mradowmbrood from Village
lake o Ten Mile, South xée of Ten rum
Meadrwirock o Heggaty, West sd¢ of
Haggerty lrom Ten Mede o Yiilage Wond,
North 538 ¢f Village W ood thrw 10 Y dage
Lake froon Haggerty 10 Meadombeoch

East 3.d¢ 6f Nom froen n.ne Milc be Tea
Mile, South sxse of Ten Mile from Nevt
Koas 10 Meadowmtxook, Went Shde of
Meadowmbrook from Ten Mle 0 Nlae Mile,
North side of Nine Mile from Mesdontamd
10 Novl

i Uniaod Methodist Chan
4187} Ten Mik Road

Oerchard i1k Elememtary School
41990 Quearxe

Fat sk of hows from Tea e 83 Grond

Holy Famaly Ca holc Charch 1
24598 Meaduwteock Road ‘

Become a Red Cross volunteer
because. ..

Help Can’t Wait
1-800-552-5466
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TONNI BARTHOLOMEW

Ruver; South sade of Grand Rurver from Novi
0 lsggerty, Wen gise of Ilaggenty from

Effectve:

CITY CLERK Grand Mves 1o Tea Muie, Focth skde of Ten
12/21/95, 12/28/95 & 1/4/96 NR Mie from Haggeny o tvom ~
Thirteen Mule, Sout sade of Thuteen Mie 42973 Grasd River Averue

CITY OF NORTHVILLE Lo Nl atgerty W vt

215 W. MAIN STREET ¢ (810) 349-1300 R o e o Gt e e
NOTICE OF ENACTMENT s East nde of Decher froom Thineen Mic w ;\xhuy'c\'oodlucmwy School
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY CODE OF fhoiridvirtrminabrihie il Mt
ORDINANCES Tlaggerty from Fomtcea Mile 1o Thireen

TITLE 4, CHAPTER 8A - LOT SPLITS

An amendment to the Lot Spht Ordinance that excludes certain types of property
splits from review and approval by the Northvile City Planning Commission
where new, otherwise buiidabla lots are not crealed. The full text of the ordinance
and the amendment 1s availabie for public iewming n the office of the City Clerk
dunng reguiar business hours

Enacted:  December 18, 1335
Publshed: December 21, 1995
December 18, 1995

DELPHINE GUTOWSKI CMC
CITY CLERK

Date. Tuesday, January 9, 1996
Tame. 7pm.
Place: 41600 Six Mile Road

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE

Mile, Nord thie of Thricen Ml from
Haggeny 1 Decher

14 East siée of Bexk from Entof Cuy Limliis bovi Vitlage by the Lave
(Near to Poatuase Traul) 1o Forue Teall, 43102 West Road
South 1< of Pontu Trall from Beck 1o
Went Poad, West 1lde of W et Rosd from
Pontine Tral 1o Cuty Llolts (Near 1o Beck
Rosd).

1] City Lyonts from Twelve Mile o Went DNeachwalk Apertunents « Club House
Rosd, Souh 5:de of West Road from Clty J1100 Beschima™

1 oty 10 Pontiac Tin! (Cky Limits),
Pontise Trwd (Clty Liralis) from West Rosd
10 Walied Lale, Along Wa'led Lake from
Pootis¢ Trail (Clry Limits) 1o Fourcen Mile,
South s3d¢ of Fourteen Mil from Walled
Lake 0 Decker, West side of Dexher from
Fourkcea Mile 1o Thireea Mite, Nonh 1ide
of Thutcen Mile from Decher 1o Novl, West
s:dc of Novi from Thineen Mile o Tuehe
Nile, Nocth sade of Tuelve Mik from Novt
0 City Limits (Near 10 Beck Rosd)

n Faxt 3ide of Tafl from Ten Mk b0 Tuelive

Rovl Christlan Schoot

- e wwas .-

LR A N

The Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Northville has scheduled a
public hearing for Tuesday, January 9, 1996 at 7.00 p m. at Northville Township
Civic Centes, 41600 Six Mite Road, Northwilte, Michigan, on an Open Space
Community Development Option for SP 95-18 Ravines of Northvilla (formerly the

Mile, Soush ade of Twelve Aile from Jan
o Novd, West 3ids of Novi (1oen Twelve
Mile to Ten Mile, North side of Tea Mike
feom Rovi to Taft.

43301 Edeven Mile Road

Haller Properties). .
The Open Space Community

by e Township Planning

Development Option Sp 95-18 is proposed for land
tocaked in the South East 1/4 of Section 10, Six Mie Road and Sheldon Roads.
The public is invited 10 attend this public hearing and express their comments and
. Wntten comments regarding this proposed development will be received
Commission, 41600 Six Mile Road, Northville, Michigan
48167. The plans for this proposed development are avaiable for review in the
Planning Department between the hoursof8am. and 430 p m.

12221795, 1/4/96 NR

RICHARD E. ALLEN, CHAIRMAN
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE
PLANNING COMMISSION

12 East $3d¢ of Beck (1001 Ten Made 1o Twelve | Movi Maddle School
Mile; South sade of Tmelve Mile from Beck | 25299 Taft Rosd
o Taft, West side of Tafh from Twehve Mile
0 Tea Mile, Nocth ssde of Tea Mile from
Tafl o Beck.
n Fast side of Bock from Nine Mile to Tea Falth Mresbyicrian Church

Milke; Soth 3.4¢ of Tea Mile from Bk W
Tal\; West side of TaN from Ten Mike o
Nine Mile, North 11de of Nine Msbe from
Toflto Beck.

" East side of Beck (rom Cliy Limlts (Near o
Steatlford) Vo Nine Mile; South side of Nine
Mle from Beck w0 Nowt, West side of Novi
from Nise Mile o CKy Limis (Neae 1o
Qalway Drive), City Limits froes Nowd ko
Beck.

15 East s3é¢ of Taft from Nine Mile 1o Ten
Mile; South side of Tea Mile from Taf\ 1o
Novl; West side of Novi from Tea Mile to
Nine Mile; Nonh side of Nlae Mike from
Novl o Taft.

14 East side of Napicr from Eight Mile 1o Tea
Mule; South 53¢ of Ten Mike from Napier 1o
Beel; Went Side of Deck from Tea Mk 1o
Eight Mile; Noath s3de of Light Mile from

44400 West Tea Mike Road

Novi Iigh School
24062 Taft Road

Novi Civic Center
43113 West Tea Mile Road

Thomon Crock
46180 Wext Nine Mite Roat

Beck 0 Napier,
17 East 6ide of Napler from Ten Mile 1o Twelve { Chacch of the
Mle; South slde of Twetve Mile from 45200 West Tmm
Naplet 10 Beck; West $30¢ of Beck froe
Twelve Mile 10 Tea Mile; North of Tea Mile
froon Deck 1o Napicr.
Any questions regarding precinct locstion of other thection matiess shoold
of the City Cherk a1 47-0456. ’ e Crected 1o e offca
Publish: Decembdes 21, 1993 Toani L. Bartholomew,
December 28, 1998 City Clerk NEAAG




Officials

awarded
pay hikes

Contlnued from 1°

low.

“In my opinion she (Hanlin) has
done a superb job. We still have a
long way to go, but she’s working
on exactly the kinds of things I
think we should be working on -
tightening up policies and proce-
dures.” Hillebrand continued.
“She’s brought consistency - espe-
cially given the political climate,
which has not always been friend-
ly to her.”

During 1995 the board put more
responsibility for day-to-day man-
agement of township operations
onto Hanlin’s shoulders, another
reason for the boost.

“Yes, it's a large chunk but (t's
not going to be this way every
year,” Hillebrand sald. “it was a
one-time bump and next year well
be back on a normal schedule.”

Next in line ts former Director of
Fublic Utllities Bill Anderson with
a 7 percent Increase. Anderson
also received new dulles this fal)
when the board voted to create a
new Department of Public Ser-
vices, pulting the building and
planning departments under
Anderson’s contro! along with the
Water and Sewer Department.

Others receiving merit hikes In
1996 Include: Finance Director
Dwayne Harrigan (3 percent):
Chicf Bullding Officlal Mick
Kruszewsk) (2 percent); Director of
Public Safety Chip Snider. who
continues to be the highest-paid
official in Northville Township,
(4.17 percent); and Fire Chief Bij
Zhmendak (5 percent}.

Also on tap is a 29.36 percent
boost for Debbie Wilhelm, confi-
dential secretary to Hanlin and
Supervisor Karen Baja. Hanlin
said that the responsibilities of
Wilhelm’s position “have signifi-
cantly increased in this past year*
and neoessitate a readjustment of
her salary.

Northville Record Editor Lee
Snider contnbuted to this report.

HOMEOWNERS!@
Inng from paycheck to paytheck!
L 2REGAP KeFROUALE

grow 171104809 Sxewie lrce 13002184440
AAA MORIGAGE & Fivancial Corr,

Beat the Winter Blahs
INDOOR GOLF
DEADSOLID GOLF
SIMULATOR

» 25 Coursces

* Up to 4 Players

* Driving Range

» Swing Analyzer

* Tee Times Available
* $25 per hour

The Maples Club

810-669-6551

Take a Red Cross
CPR class, because . . .

Help Can’t Wait

1-800-552-5466
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A time for giving

CO_ntinuing_ a tradition started by the late Psychiatric Hospital. Helping with distri-
Pp:l Ogilvie, the Rotary Club collected bution were, from left, Doris Purvis,
gifts for patients of Northville Regional Sharon Winchello and Ethel Ogilvie.

Township union finally gets pact

By RANDY COBLE
Staff Writer

After two years of waiting, won-
dering and adjudicating. Northville
Township and one of its municipal
unions are finally ready to ink a
contract.

The township board of trustees
on Dec. 14 approved with minor
revisions a proposed contract with
the local chapter of the police
Command Officers Assoclation of
Michigan {COAM).

The 4-3 vote clears the way for
the agreement to be signed. a
move expected to happen some-
tUme this week.

That will bring five of the union's
six members helty checks totaling
almost $60.000: retroactive pay
increases that are part of the new
contract and backdated from the
date of the old contract’s explra-
tion in 1993.

The contract Includes 4 percent
pay htkes for COAM members in
1993. 1994 and 1995 and a 5 per-
cent rajse In 1996 - the same
increases which the township
chapter of the Patrol Officers Asso-
ciation of Michigan (POAM)
recetved Ln its current contract.

The new deal, which will run
through April 1, 1997, also marks
the end of a long and markedly
divided bargaining process, which
in summer 1995 saw towriship
and union negotiators take their
dispute to binding legal arbitration
under the terms of Michigan Pub-
lc Act 312 for the first time ever.

At Issue was which of two pen-
slon plan systems will be included
{n the contract.

COAM officials were seeking a
“defined benefit” plan, according to
the written decislon of Arbitrator
Mark Glazer announced last
month, while township negotiators
favored continuing the current
“defined contributlon” system.

SATURDAY AT
BRICKSCAPE
12 Noon

Geri the Clown &
Quackers the Duck

2: Sul
Northvalle HL.S. Singers

Winners announced in
teee lighting contest

Bring this ad in Sar. 12/23
For 50% off one item under $100

Brickscape
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SHEWPLACE

American Red Cross ou ‘\‘““;I‘E)‘;l‘:g‘j‘z“;&; 8 Mile

Southeasteen Michigan Chapler
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............. .. Represontatve Answeri .
(810) 348-1326 (313) 356-7720
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{COAM).

expired in 1993.
Details:

COAM CONTRACT

O What: A new contract between the township and the local chap-
ter of the police Command Officers Association of Michigan

Q Who: The six-member union, composed of the township's one
poilice caplain, one ieutenant, three sergeants and one dispatch
supervisor, has worked without a contract since the fast one

O The new deal will run through Aprit 1, 1997, and include pay
increases retroactive to the last agreement’s expiration.

0O The contract includes 4 percent pay hikes for COAM members in
1993, 1994 and 1995 and a 5 percent raise in 1996.

All township employees are cov-
ered under a straight defined con-
tribution plan, in which the town-
ship contributes an amount equal
to 15 percent of an employee’s
salary into that employee’s pen-
sion fund. Employees can kick in
extra cash, up to a set amount, on
top of that.

A defined benefit plan, on the
other hand, factors in an employ-
e¢’s compensation, length of ser-
vice and a “multiplier formula® to
arrive at the amount a retiree wall
receive {n pensfon money.

For example, let's take a hypo-
thetical employee who retires after
20 years with an average annual
compensation of $38,000.

If that employee was involved in
a plan with a multiplier that used
a figure of 2.5 percent of that
amount, his or her pension would
amount to $19,000 a year.

Officlals from both sides
declined comment on the contract

G
CHRITFICATES

available
by phone
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B himakers & Tailors. Inc.

23 S0 Moot Aet « 3 et W AX08
A0 F M 3 e
{810) 642-0460

this week. pending its final sign-
ing.

Glazer agreed with municipal
offictals who claimed that the
defined benefit plan carried a
potential for significant extra cost
and “extreme financial volatility”
for the township.

He declined to tackle another
point of contention. namely
whether the terms of the plan
favored by the COAM prevents a
union which constitutes less than
10 percent of a community’s work-
force from joining it.

COAM's six members make up
about 9 percent of the 65 township
employees. Glazer said.

Join Us For
NEW YEARS
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MEAP scores

trend upward

Continued from 1

improved as well with a combined
math score of 84.7, and a score of
71.1 in reading.

The percentages indicate the
number of students achieving a
satisfactory score or better on the
tests.

Rezmierski said the scores will
be presented to the Northvitle
Board of Education at its first
meeting in January.

He explained that district fifth
graders will take the science por-
tion of the test (n the spring, and
high school juniors will be taking a
new five day proficiency test
March 4-22. The high school test
requirement is set by the new
school code law passed recently by
the state Legislature.

“I'm worried that the expectation
set by state lawmakers may not be
meeting reality,” Rezmlerski
explained. “We, of course, will fol-
low the new school code. but 1
don’t necessarily understand the
motivation.”

Although Rezmierski under-
stands the need to compare test
scores on a yearly basis, he said
the true reflection of students’
tmprovement in learning the nec-
essary skills comes with tracking
the students’ progress over several
years.

“For instance. | believe it’s more
important to look at the fourth
grade scores of students cutrently
in the seventh grade,” he stated.
“Then you can sec if the district,
school, and teacher did their jobs
as far as taking corrective action
in the classroom.”

Students who took the fourth
grade MEAP in 1992 scored much
higher when they took the seventh
grade exam, according to statistics
provided by the district. In math
students improved by more than
18 points. The same is true in the
reading portion of the test in
which students improved by more
than 10 points.

“Those are the comparisons that
are important,” Rezmierski said.

“It shows that teachers challenged
students in those areas, and the
students responded.

“The efforts put forth by those
students and teachers produced
great results,” he added. “But we
can't sit back and become compla-
cent. Our goal in all of these *snap-
shots’ is 100 percent.”

What's interesting about the
scores, in relation to other top dis-
tricts in the state, Rezmierski said,
is the comparison of student pop-
ulation and per pupil expendi-
tures.

“If you look at the other districl’s
that score well in the MEAP, you'll
find their student-to-teacher ratio
is lower, and the money they
receive from the state is higher,”
he said.

The Northville district has a stu-
dent population of 4,513, and
recelves $6,702 per pupll In fund-
ing from the state.

According to statistics provided
by the Michigan Department of
Education for 1994, Northville had
a student population of 4,509 with
a per pupil expenditure of 5,827.
The Birmingham School District,
in comparison, had a student
enrollment of 7,276 and a per
pupil expenditure of $9,094. The
Bloomfield Hills School District
had a student enrollment of 5,562
and expended $10.461 per pupil,
while the neighboring Novi School
District had an enrolilment of
4,442 and spent $6,395.
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Rezmierski stressed that despite

the emphasis on numbers, school
districts need to remain focused
on Improving the learning environ-
ment and preparing kids for the
future.

“When we look at these scores
we need to be saying to ourselves,
‘what did we do with those kids
that tested three years ago? Did'
we change the curriculum to meet,
the ongoing challenges?’™ he.
asked. “If we did nothing to pre-

pare these students, then we did

not do our jobs.”

Insure Your
Home and
Car With Us
and Save

When you insure your
home.and car with Auto-
Owners, we'll save you
money with our special
multi-policy discounts

REY

Frank Hand
Insurance Agency
33930 Eight Mile Rd.

Farmington « (810} 478-1177
Auto-Owners Insurance
Lie Home Car Busness

by Dennis E. Engerer, P.T.
RUNNING UP AGAINST
KNEE INJURY

Because of its complex structure
and the great forces thrust upon it, the

knee is particularly susceptible to
injury. This largest joint in the

functions as a hinge, lever, and

absorber and plays an instrumental
role in the act of standing, walking,
cimbing, and kicking. It is no wonder,
then, that one out of every four

injuries involves the knee, the most
common of which is runner’s knee.
This overusa syndrome is character-
ized by dufl, pain in the area of
the kneecap that is most noticeable

problem can be addressed at its
source by strengthening the quadri-

contributes to improper
kneecap and r
Strengthening exercises are
recommend

tracking of the

fun do i fo stay )
sized that running is an athletic event.

fit in order lo run regularly without

are injured, keep in_mind that
Northville Physical Therapy &
Rehabitation Inc. offers individualized
treatment programs that focus on
retuming patients to their highest level
of function. For more information
about our program, call 349-3816 or
see us at 332 k. Main Street, Suite A.

DICTEY e
READ 349-3816
th en Northville Physical Theragy is

conveniently located at
RECYCLE 323 E. Main Street, Suite A
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
(TRADES)
FOR NEW BUILDING FOR THE NORTHVILLE DISTRICY LIBRARY
NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

BID PACKAGE #7 PRECAST CONCRETE PAVING
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Times change for better
in township government

On a 4-3 vote, Northville Township
officials awarded Manager Tamara
Hanlin a hefty 9 percent salary
increase at a board of trustees meeting
last week. The hike was one of several
given to department heads and admin-
istrators in the township. but we think
Hanlin’s is especially interesting.

The increase is a large one, far out-

stripping current cost of living figures

and bringing the manager’s salary to
$60,000 a year, up $5,000. Clerk Sue
Hillebrand, a member of the compensa-
tion committee researching the issue,
explained that the sizable increase is a
make-up measure designed to lift Han-
lin’s salary from the relatively low level
at which it was set when she was first
brought on board.

What's important about all this is
what it says about the relationship
between elected officials in the town-
ship and their manager. After roughly a
year on the job, Hanlin apparently is
working out and is here to stay, at
least for a while. Given the recent his-
tory of Northville Township govern-
ment, that in itself is worthy of note.

We aren't sure what characteristic
Hanlin possesses that enables her to
match up better with the powers-that-
be than her predecessor, Bill Richards.
Whatever it is, though, it is sure to
bring a measure of stability and order
to what has been, to put it generously,
a rocky tenure for the current group of
seven elected representatives.

Looking back on the anarchy that
manifested itself soon after trustees
took office in late 1992, it is clear that
much of the problem resulted from the

fact that everyone was new to the job

Government

and there was no manager at the helm.
Tainted by involvement in the dubious
WTUA project, previous trustees were
summarily dismissed at the polls in
1992 and replaced by freshmen citizen
legislators.

Shortly thereafter, the contract of
then-manager Don Henningsen was
discontinued, creating a serious knowl-
edge deficit in the offices of township
government.

What followed was a genuine mess in
which some trustees scrambled to fill
the power vacuum and others
scratched their heads wondering what
to do next. The presence of a strong
manager with experience and a person-
al history in Northville Township could
have, if not prevented, then at least
minimized the amount of disorienta-
tion.

Fortunately things are getting better.
In a politically difficult move, a narrow
board majority last December rewrote
job descriptions, transferring some
authority from the supervisor to the
manager. That development, combined
with a competent manager and some
degree of luck, might just prevent a
repeat of the chaos of the recent past.

To use a favorite phrase of politi-
cians, we're guardedly optimistic.

Give school elections
greater prominence

Almost unnoticed in the Michigan
Legislature's tinkering with the School
Code is the fact that school board elec-
tions will be affected. Lawmakers, to
their credit, have decided informally to
strip election rules out of the School
Code and place them in the Election
Code where they belong.

This is an opportune time for major
changes in school election rules. Here
are our ideas:

1. Hold elections every other year.
Currently school elections are conduct-
ed annually. They get little attention -
more than 15 percent is considered a
high turnout. More attention can be
concentrated on schools if elections are
held every second year, preferably in
odd-numbered years when voters
aren't thinking of partisan politics.

2. A cap on school money elections.
Voters get angry when school boards
return again and again with money
questions, jockeying for good dates
when the “nay” voters are in Florida.
It's time to stop that. It's time to limit
the dates on which schoo! districts,
intermediate districts and community
college districts can seek millages and
bond issues.

We like the idea of limiting these elec-
tions to three fixed dates per year - the
spring school election, the August pri-
mary and the November general elec-
tion. If lawmakers decide four dates are
better than three, fine - as long as
those dates are fixed in law and voters
don't get a scattering of elections.

3. A single education election. Cur-
rently we elect the State Board of Edu-
cation and governing boards for the
University of Michigan, Michigan State
University and Wayne State University
in the general elections in November of
even-numbered ycars. These candi-
dates get lost in the shuffle. That
should change.

We propose a single education elec-

tion in alternate years for the State
Board, the university boards.
community college boards and local
school boards. Then we can all concen-
trate on education. Combining state
education elections with school and
community college elections would add
a measure of excitement and stimulate
turnout.

4. A spring election. School elections
are conducted the second week in
June. We like the idea of moving them
up to May. School still will be in ses-
sion, and people won’t have started
summer vacations. Interest in school
issues should be heightened. f a mil-
lage or bond proposal fails, boards will
have more time to make alternate
plans before the new fiscal year starts
July 1.

One state Senate bill calls for Novem-
ber elections for school boards. That
would only worsen the problem of
school issues’ getting lost in the shuf-
fle. A spring election still is better.

5. New technology. Banks and super-
markets have automatic teller
machines to handle money transac-
tions. Why shouldn't we start thinking
about automated voting machines
(AVMs) that people can use anytime
over a two-day period prior to the clos-
ing of the polls? AVMs would eliminate
long lines, eliminate the need for peo-
ple to fib in order to get absentee bal-
lots. and could spit out complete
results at 8:01 p.m. on election night.

Our suggestions are aimed at con-
centrating voter attention on school
issues. It's no secret American politi-
cians, in Michigan and elsewhere.
deliberately have made government
complicated for various reasons, most
of them bad.

Now that the School Code is being
written, it’s time to make education
elections simpler and give them belter
attention.

This newspa
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Holding up under pressure

Novi's Twelve Oak's Mall was thick with intrigue
Sunday. It was real cloak-and-dagger stuff; a scene
right out of "Spy vs. Spy.”

As 1 walked about the shop-
ping center, 1 was fully aware
that my every move was being
observed. 1 knew that my
"watcher” would make a full
report on my whereabouts
before I could even get home
and get my coat off. And ] knew
the opposition would persistent-
ly “debrief” this observer for
every last detail of my move-
ments by the end of the day.

I used what tactics I could,
my best “fieldcraft.” | ducked in
and out of stores where I had no business. [ checked
frequently over my shoulder. I doubled back, and dou-
bled back again.

But [ also knew my only real hope of keeplng my
secrets was to “turn” the agent following me. to bring
him over to my side.

My “tail” wasn't hard to spot. He was the little guy
holding my hand, the one who kept asking me if |
would take him to the potty.

I set about the task of brainwashing him. "Charlie,”
said to my 4-year-old, "what are you going to tell Mom
when she asks what we got her for Christmas?”

Dana - the love of my life and my dear sweet wife - s
relentless ... no, ruthless ... in her efforts to uncover
the secrets held beneath the Christmas tree long
before she has to unwrap them. I guess that's just her
idea of fun. I have long since concluded that figuring
out what her gifts are ahead of time Is more important
to her than the gifts themselves. In any case, she will
stop at nothing to learn the contents of her packages.

When 1 first started dating Dana 1 thought it odd how
many hints she wanted about the gifts | was giving her.
Inevitably, she'd figure it out long before the appointed
day of giving.

Once we got married and I no longer had te cooper-
ate, I stopped answering her interrogations. As a
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result, my success rate at counter-espionage
improved, but only slightly. Then came the kids. And 1
realize now that we only had them so they could serve
as double-agents.

At age 4, Samantha couldn’t keep a secret to save
her soul. I'd coach her for hours that the point of going
shopping was to surprise Mom with gifts on Christmas
day, so she shouldn’t tell Mom anything about what we
got at the store. Nonetheless, when we'd get home, one
question was all it took to get Sam to spill the beans.
And she spllled them all. ,

So this past Sunday when [ announced | was go,
shopping. Dana responded with, "Why don’t you take,
one of the kids? I can't handle all three by mysell. Why
don't you take Charlie?" I knew the game was afoot. |
also knew 1 didn’t have much time, so | spent the:
entire trip teaching him how to answer with nothing
more than his name, rank and serial number.

When we got home, Mom was In the kitchen baking
Christmas cookies. And sure enough, | didn’t even
have my coat off when the questioning began.

"Where'd you go, Charlie?” "Did you sce anything you
liked?" "What did you buy?”

"You'll have to wait until Christmas to find out.”
Charlie answered dutifully each and every time. She
kept working on him.

"What'd you get for Mom?™ "What'd you look at?"
“What'd you see?” "Digd you sec any toys you liked for
yourself, Charlie?” "What would you like for dinner?”
Charlie held up.

“Well, maybe you'l! have to wait until Christmas to
eat some of these cookies,” Mom finally said with a
dead serious look on her face. 1 told you she can be
ruthless, but even 1 hadn't antcipated it would go this
far. To a 4-year-old. this had to be as bad as bamboo
shoots under the fingernails.

"You'll have to wait until Christmas to find out,”
Charlie finally said.

| breathed a heavy sigh of relief. He'd held out and
our secrets were safe. For his bravery. | awarded him a
distinguished service medal ... and a cookie.

Mike Malott is the Managing Editor of The Northville
Record and The Nouvt News.

Smoked out

A Novi firefighter is surrounded by smoke while spraying down a recent truck fire.

Test should include right focus

I had an interesting talk with Northville School
Superintendent Leonard Rezmlerski the other day.

The purpose of the conver-
sation was 1o get his com-
ments on the recently released
district Michigan Educational
Assessment Program scores.
Northville again scored high in
the annual proficiency yard-
stick, and 1 figured he'd be
more than happy to boast
about the student’s test
scores.

Instead, Rezmierski began
our conversation in worried
tones, and you would have
thought by his demeanor that the district’s test
scores had gone through the floor.

It didn't take me long to learn why.

*Of course I'm elated with this year's results, but
you have to keep in mind that these results repre-
sent a very small snapshot in time,” Rezmlerski
sald.

"We should be looking at these results and asking
ourselves the question, are we challenging students
to learn on a ongoing basis?”

In short, the district’s top administrator is worried
that today's society may be focused on the wrong
goals with regard to proficiency testing. He
explained that instead of looking at MEAP testing
from a comparative point of view, society needs to
use the test as a “learning tool” for students and
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educators. .

"It's more important to me, as an educator, (o look
beyond the scores and ask the question - what have
we done for the kids that took the test three years
ago? Did we improve the curriculum? Did we
improve the learning environment?™ he asked. “The
other question is, have we learned anything as edu-
cators that will help students in the future?”

I think Rezmierski's right on the mark. Tests are
impersonal, their numbers can be manipulated to
suit any particular need or whim. 1 also believe
however, that if used properly, proficiency tcsliné
could be an important too! for educators to ensure
they continue to improve the delivery of public edu-
cation.

It's not the test that's in question, it’s the motiva-
tion.

In today’s soclety those test result -
mine the success or failure of a schozlcgg‘t?*lc(:e;ﬂ;i
could translate into the growth of a community, the
placement of business and industry, or the dcte‘mu-
nz{tjlonlo{h school funding.

ntil the importance of MEAP res '
focusing on the students the test wilrlrt::vl;erutl)znuig
educational tool it was meant to be. Northville's test:
results should be applauded, to be sure, but teach--
ers and administrators should use the scores to.

continue to improve the quati !
Scipntty quality of learning in our.

R:gbr;‘rt Jackson is a staff writer for The Northville,
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I have been following the many
articles and leiters in the paper
concerning the Issue of the addj-
tion to Our Lady of Victory
School.

It scems to me that most of the
letters have been from people
who are against the addition
because it would disrupt the
peace and quliet of the sprround-
ing neighborhood. 1 would like to
share with your readers my expe-
rience with a private school in
the middle of a neighborhood.

I now live In the Northville area
but I did live in one of the finer
areas of Dearborn for over 20
ycars. And situated right in mid-
dle of this arca was Divine Child
Catholle church and schools.
This church and school did not
Just one day appear smack In the
middle of the neighborhood, it
grew from a small church and
grade school Into what it is
today. a large church with a full
clementary and high school. It
took 45 ycars to accomplish this.

This church/school Is the
crown Jewel and centerpiece of
the area.

With its beautiful buildings
and landscaping coupled with
the vitality and energy that
comes from the young students
and families it has been a mag-

net for the arca.
The church and school have

been the major factor in the
tremendous appreclation of
properties and people are contin-
ually looking to buy in the area.
Homes simply do not stay on the
market very long.

What | am trying to state here
Is that the people In the sur-
rounding area of Qur Lady of
Victory should not be overly con-
cerned about what might happen
and other worse case scenaros.
This addition to Our Lady of Vic-
tory will not impact the peace,
tranqullity and quality of life.

it will enhance the value of
your properties by making this a
highly desirable area for familics
to move to.

Jerty Kuczajda

Founders wanted

Christian nation

" To the Editor:

This letter is in response to
Alfred Galli's November com-
ments regarding “Separation of
Church and State.”

Like most Americans, [ used to
think that this famous phrase
was n the First Amendment or
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some other official decument.
The truth is that this phrase was
lifted out of context from a per-
sonal letter Thomas Jefferson
wrote to the Danbury Baptists on
Jan. 1, 1802, to assure them
that the federal government was
not going to adopt any particular
Christian denomination.

The *Wall of Separation™ was
only intended to be one way - to
keep the government out of the
Church, not the Church out of
government.

If there s any doubt that this
was the intent of the First
Amendment and the Founding
Fathers. consider the following
quotes:

* "It Js impossible to rightly
govern the world without God
and the Btble.” George Washlng-
ton.

* “The Declaration of Indepen-
dence first organized the social
compact on the foundation of the
Redcemer's mission upon earth
and laid the corner stone of
human government upon the
precepts of Christianity.” John
Quincy Adams.

* “He who shall introduce Into
public affairs the principles of
primitive Christianity will change
the face of the world.” Benjamin
Franklin.

* “The only assurance of our
nation’s safety s to lay our foun-
dation {n morality and religion.”
Abraham Lincoln.

* “The happiness of a people
and the good order and preserva-
tion of civil government essen-
Ually depend upon plety. religion
and morality,” and, “The morality
of the country is deeply ingrafted
upon Christianity, and not upon
the doctrines or worship of other
religions.™  United States
Supreme Court, 1892.

* “Providence has given to our
people the choice of thelr rulers,
and it Is thefr duty as well as the
privilege and interest of our
Christtan nation to select and
prefer Christians as their rulers.”
John Jay, First Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme
Court.

It Is interesting to note that
between 1947 and 1987, when
the Supreme Court continually
misused the, separation principle,
not one of the Justices was a reg-
ular church attender. What a dif-
ferent country we would have
today if we would have followed
John Jay's advice and had all
Christlan Supreme Court Jus-
tices!

Scott Maclennan

Don’t be fooled
by official line

To the Editor:

Contrary to Joan Wadworth's
statement in the Dec. 7 issue of
The Northville Record, it s any-
thing but cynical to believe that
the Northville Public Schools
(NPS) wants a new building and
that DeJong and Associates was
hired to sell the idea.

When the DeJong contract was
first presented 10 Wadsworth and
the school board on Oct. 9 the
focus of the board’s debate was
whether or not too much empha-
sis was being placed on *facility™
and not enough emphasis on
“programs.”

If this is not a program to sell
the community on a new facility.
why did the words “bond,” “bond
issue,” “bond proposal,” and
“enhancement™ come up more
than a dozen times while the
board discussed the DeJong con-
tract? Why does the Dedong con-
tract include gathering, reviewing
and summarizing the bond issue
and Enhancement Millage Com-
mittee reports?

Why is one of only three sched-
uled community dialogue meet-
ings focused on recelving input
on the recommendations of the
bond issue and enhancement
millage committees? Why does
the tmeline in the DeJong con-
tract include the line itsms “Pre-
Bond Application™ and “Election
Campaign/Election?”

And If this process is only to
steer the high school curriculum
into the next century, why did
Superintendent Rezmierski call
this “the biggest issue we've ever
had?”

Why? Because this is not just
about developing a new high
school! curriculum. This commu-
nity pays well over a millfon dol-
lars per year for our NPS admin-
istrators. These are the people
who are responsible for setting
the curriculum, and are ulti-
mately answerable to the board.,
the parents, and the taxpaying
public for making the decisions
they do.

By hiring an outside consul-
tant.and taking input from a
minority of interested citizens,
the administration can shift any
blame for a failure in the cur-
riculum five or 10 years from
now away from themselves and
onto the public at large, and a
consultant who is long gone.

In the meantime, we will be left

Larger church can be jewel of city

i

with an additional 20 year mort-
gage (bond) in a building that will
have to serve the community for
decades beyond the tenure of the
current administration, but
which was designed specifically
to drive a curriculum that has
since been abandoned.

I may not be the wordsmith
that Joan Wadsworth is, but you
will have to do better than using
words like “facilitator” and “con-
sensus” to convince me that
DeJong was not hired to sell our
community on a bond issue.

Robert Bernard

Market has true
spirit of giving

To the Editor:

What is Christmas all about?
Christmas s about giving and
that is exactly what Vic's World
Class Market of Novi did! They
knew Northville Co-op Preschool
was working with a limited bud-
get for their holiday party and
were kind enough to supply them
with a generous amount of deli-
clous food. But more than that -
they made the day a very special
one for all the preschool children
and thelr families.

Thank you very much, Vic's.
You can be sure the Northville
Co-op Preschool will be giving
you the business!

Sue Martz, Publicity
Northville Co-op Preschool

Prize ceremony

was outstanding

To the Editor:

My daughter, Angte, received
the grand prize award for her
essay submitted to the Wellness
Plan contest sponsored by the
Detroit Lions and WJBK-TV 2. As
a result, the eighth grade class at
Meads Mill Middle School was
treated to a special assembly
involving two of the Lion’s play-
ers, Robert Porcher and Tracy
Scroggins, and conducted by
anchor person Huel Perkins from
TV 2. There were various other
officials from the Lions, TV 2,
and the Wellness Plan in atten-
dance. | | .

I would like to recognize the
entire eighth grade class of
- Meads Mill for their high stan-
dard of behavior at this event.

At an age when criticism seems
all too common, | think that we
need to praise our young people

Continued on 18

Charters no solutions for education

Now comes Randy Bos, superintendent of
Montabella Community Schools, who wants
to convert all five
schools {n his tiny
{1.500 students)
mid-Michigan dis-
trict into charter
schools.

“This would force

the school district to
take the responsibiti-
ty that it should
have and add some
accountability to
what we're doing
here.” sald Bos, who
plans to submit his
proposal to the school board in January.
_ Pardon me. but up to now 1 had thought
that local schoo! boards and superintendents
were supposed to take responsibility and
accountabllity for what kids learn without
having to convert thelr public school districts
into charter schools. Or am | missing some-
thing?

Charter schools are an experiment in
school reform that authorizes independent
schools to recelve the same amount of per-
pupl! funding that s provided regular public
schools In the region. There are now about
40 such schools operations in Michigan, with
another 20 or so authorized to open next

car.

d The theory Is that chartering some inde-
pendent schools would break the monopoly

Phil
Power

on K-12 education now held by public
schools, provoke experimentation and pro-
vide parents with greater school choice. I'm
afrald the fact is that lots of folks who are hot
for charter schools want little more than to
get our tax dollars to pay for private school-
ing for their kids.

That's why the year-end educational
squabble in Lansing between the Senate
{very conservative, very ideological) and the
House {more moderate, more narrowly divid-
cd} was so lmportant.

The folks In the Senate were hell-bent to
take off all restrictions on the number of
schools to be chartered. The House eventual-
ly watered down most of the radical Senate
notions.

I think allowing uncontrolled numbers of
charter schools poses two enormous prob-
lems:

* Financial oversight. Remember. the per-
pupil grant paid to charter schools comes
from public tax dollars. But boards of charter
schools are privately appointed rather than
publicly elected. How do you get public over-
sight of the expenditure of public funds?

 Educational standards. With a lot of kids
attending a bunch of independent charter
schools, how do you know that each kid is
gelting an education that's up to standard?
The Senate was adamant in wanting to do
away with the mandated statewide curricu-
lum, and so Michigan is now one of only
three states in the nation with no - nonel -
minimum standards for what our kids are

supposed to leam in scheol.

It's Ironic that the scores for this year's
round of MEAP (Michigan Educational
Assessment Program) tests were released last
week. In general, they showed that most
school districts have improved in reading and
math over the past few years as teachers
began to adjust their classes to meet the
demands of public testing.

We regularly publish the local MEAP test
results, school building by school building. in
this newspaper.

Nothing we do gets a bigger response from
our readers, and this kind of intense interest
translates ~ surprise! - into pressure for
school improvement.

Next year, the MEAP will be augmented
with a battery of tough new tests, including
an entirely new proficiency test for 11th
graders. This test, designed to assess what
kids really learn before they leave school,
will, in turn, drive the system of state-
endorsed diplomas.

So the process ~ testing what kids learn,
publishing those results in loca) newspapers
like this one and letting pressure to improve
work its way on teachers and school officials
- gradually {s improving our schools.

Isn't that the kind of responsibility and
accountabllity we've been expecting from the
public schools all along?

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His Touch-Tone voice
mail number is (313} 953-2047 ext. 1880.

Making a difference is what matters

There arc times when | question if
Northville Youth Assistance really makes a
difference in a child’s
life. My gut level feel-
ings have told me it
does work or |1
wouldn’t have kept
doing It for almost
nine years.

Today, in the mail
I recejved two clear
examples of how i
does work. Being a
mentor to a child
really makes a differ-
ence in the child's
life.

Joe, a Northville
WYouth Assistance volunteer, wrote to tell me
#hat he had spoken to the school soctal work-
®r who has been seeing Bob, Joe's assigned
Nouth, in a soclal skills group at school. The
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soclal worker asked the kids if anyone had
done anything nice for a friend in the last
week. Bob's hand shot up and when called
upon he said he had loaned a basketball to a
friend until Christmas just like his friend,
Joe, had done for him a few weeks ago.

Joe went on to tell me that when he began
seeing Bob he wasn't sure what good he was
doing. He sald they had fun together but
whether he was making a difference was
unclear. The incident in the classroom was
profound to him. In the short period of time
he was matched with Bob, without lecturing.
without doing anything but buddying
around, he made a difference for a nice little
boy who has a lot of polential.

The other letter I received today was from a
Northville Youth Assistance volunteer who
subscribes to a paper in Malne. The article
sited statistics from the Public/Privale Ven-
tures research organtzation in Philadelphia
which studied 959 youths who were matched

with mentors. Youths who met with thelr
mentors regularly for about a year were:

» Forty-six percent less likely than their
peers to start using illegal drugs and 27 per-
cent less likely to start drinking.

* Fifty-two percent less likeély than their
peers to skip a day of school and 37 percent
less likely to skip a class. .

+ More trusting of thelr parents, less like
to lie to them, and felt more supported and
less criticized by their peers and friends.

These results are very hopeful when many
people feel that “nothing works™ in reaching
teens.

If you want to make a difference in the life
of a Northville youth, call Mary Ellen King at
(810) 344-1618. A new training for volun-
teers will begin soon.

Mary Ellen King is the director of Northuille
Youth Assistance, a jolnt service of Northville
and Northville Township.
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Help Can’t Wait

1-800-552-5466

American Red Cross

Southeastern Michigan Chapter

BN At 1+ ot ey s o

g2

OdP:O_AL00Py0 A

A complete 4 course Italian gourmet
dinner featuring Roasted Tenderloin
Siciliano or Salmon en’ Croute with
appetizer, soup or salad and dessert,
bottle of Asti Spumante with dinner.
Live entertainment with flutist
George Colovus.

Complete Package $75/couple + tax & gratuity
2 seatings — 7:30 & 9:30 pm wireservation

Cicerzed

((RISTORANTE & BAR)

24299 Novi Road. just north of 10 Mile, Novi

Pine Ridge Plaza 810-380-0011
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SGETFING-TO KNOW-(yoU:-

BUSINESS OWNERS

Always be ahead of your competition!

"Why didn't | hecerne a
BETTIRS 10 KKOW YOU Sponsor?”

Reach a new select market before your compettor does by
being the first to introduce your business through
Getting To Know You's exclusive new homeowner welcoming program.

WELCOAMNG NEWCOMERS NATIONWIOE

For sponsorship detslls, cail
1-800-255-4859

* No Payments Til
April ‘96*

» Starting at $369.00
With Trade-In

o~

MAQEIN THE

* For Qua'fied Duyers 0n Tordy
* Cuargrieed 3 Meet yYour £:0ACtIN0NS, OF we T 7EF und YOUr MONeY, LoON retur of SAOWSrowsr witn 30 days of
Durcrasa only Proof of purthass raqured Ary consequental Gamages exciuded See deaier for £ Seta’s OFfer vang

0N 3 Qe STage SNOWTYOwers

&  USER FRIENDLY,
AND WE'LL HAVE IT AT YOUR
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
WITH MARK’S FREE DELIVERY!

)

o

powerful

25 feet

w pounds
* Free Setup

e Free 2% Gal. Gas

Can&1Yr.

Tevohing Charde b

Tk 's

Smalt S:qam

Outdoor Powen Eguctiment

Sales and Service

16556 Hantlindtc 2. Hnrthwitc W) QS1E7
- (§70) 349-5860

Mo & T 208 T, Ut &

(Hlacnd Guadry:

$508 S s

TORO® CCR POWERLITE®
SNOWTHROWER

» Easy to use, it's
lightweight yet

* Weighs only 38

Supply of Oil
TORO
When you want it done right®

©1995 The Toro Company

« Folding handle for l{
compact storage ‘

* 3 hp engine

* 16” clearing width

* Throws snow up to
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Letters

Contilnued from 17

for their ability to be mature and
gracious. I am sure that the
Lion’s players along with Huel
Perkins and the officials from the
Wellness Plan left Meads Mill
with a positive impression of our
school district that we can all be
proud of.

If the behavior of our eighth
grade class at the assembly is
any indication. these kids will,
no doubt, be a positive addition
to Northville High School next
fall.

We are Meads Mill parents and
teachers can be proud of the
class of 2000!

Sandy Banks

Oppose bill on

child labor laws

To the Editon:

Those who care about funda-
mental fairness for children will
want to voice their opposition to
a bill that has moved through

both chambers of the Legislature
without much public notice.

Senate Bill 542 amends Michi-
gan’'s child labor laws to allow
16- and 17-year-olds to work up
to 11 hours per day and up to 62
hours per week in Michigan food
processing plants without any
rights to be paid the state mini-
mum wage or be paid time-and-
a-half for overtime over 40 hours
of work.

The bill was introduced by
State Senator George McManus,
Republican of Traverse City, on
behalf of the food processing
industry. Promoted as a way “to
cut paperwork,” the bill also
waives the food processors’ obli-
gation to file for a walver with the
Michigan Department of Labor in
order to employ minors.

Current law allows 16- and 17-
year-olds to work up to 48 hours
per week for food processors.

1 offered amendments in the
House Agriculture Committee
and on the House Floor to give
minors working over 40 hours in
this industry the right to time-

and-a-half for overtime. The
sponsor of the bill and others
opposed the amendments and
they were defeated.

Earlier in 1995, legislation was
passed that ended seasonal
workers’ rights to collect unem-
ployment compensation. Now a
seasonal industry claims it has
insufficient workers and wants
16- and 17-year-olds to work up
to 62 hours per week without
rights to minimum wage or time-
and-a-half for overtime.

I recelved my first paycheck at
age 15. 1 do not oppose industri-
ous kids working as long as the
conditions are safe, the work
does not interfere with their edu-
cation, and they are treated fair-

Fairness is the fundamental
issue here. The bill has passed
both the House and the Senate.
The only one who can now stop
this legislation is the governor,
by a veto. I urge readers to write
or call the governor at the tele-
phone number and address
below to voice your opposition to

Senate Bill 542.
Gov. John Engler
State Capitol
Lansing, Ml 48909
(517) 373-3400
Karen Willard
State Representative
82nd District
1-800-423-8282

Party’s over for

Clinton Claus

To the Editor:

Once upon a time, about 40
years ago, a jolly fat Santa Claus
descended upon our natlon’s
capitol and settled in the House
and Senate for a long period of
hibernation.

Santa’s sleigh was loaded with
free gifts and dazzling promises
direct from the Planet Orwell. He
drove his sleigh throughout our
nation and spread mushy buffalo
chips through the pandering
jaws of his hornswoggling don-
keys.

Santa’s donkeys are a ubiqui-

tous band of merry men who
robbed from the middle class to
give to the poor and the wealthy.
Dancer, In the White House,
changes his spots and struts to
the tune of the waffling
chameleons as he attempis to
fool everyone. His wife, Prancer.
huffs and puffs about national
health Insurance, free entitle-
ments given out by Big Daddy,
and preferences for individuals
with strange life-styles.

Eventually all the noses of
Santa’s disingenuous donkeys
turned red because the size of
the national debt grew larger
than Santa’s glrth; but they con-
tinued to spend wildly as If tax
dollars were manna from heaven
falling off the Christmas tree.

Surprisingly many of the nice
children were smitien by Sanla’s
snow Job even though his slick
donkeys raised taxes. They were
bamboozled by the bread and
circus propaganda spread by the
blased reporters working for the
glant medla octopus known as
the Big Eye.

Suddenly Superman, a cham-
plon of tax reform, descended
upon our natlon’s capitol with a
new sleigh dravm by conservative
elephants from the Planet Purity.
Immediately the naughty chil-
dren became sore afrald because *
they were afraid they would lose |
thelr free entitlements. They
howled when Superman
preached the gospel of family val-,
ues, hard work, and rugged indl--
vidualism.

Finally most of the nice chil-
dren awoke on the dawn of
Christmas morning with a new
dream that the era of wild taxing
and spending was over.

They opened thelr gifts of a
balanced budget, reductions in
spending. and tax reforms with
great joy. )

Gleefully they gave Santa the
boot when they caught him rob-:
bing them of thelr loot. )

Santa’s party is no doubt on its
way out!

Larry D. Vandermolen, Ph.D.’
Political Science Professor
Schoolcraft College |

Fathers get opportunities to teach every day

What percent of American children
live without their biological father?

Sadly, almost
40 percent of
children do and
close to 30 per-
cent of house-
holds are led by
one  parent.
Research has
shown that
absentee fathers
put those chil-
dren at higher
risk for negative
behaviors
including delin-
quency, crime,
dropping out, and becoming addicted to
drugs and alcohol.

On the {lip side, for more than a gen-
eration fathers who have sincerely
involved themselves in their children’s
lives have proactively changed their
previous role of being solemn, stern,
emotionally distant and strict disci-
plinadans.

This writer watched in awe while her
“thirty-something” brother-in-law played
with his 4-year-old son one afternoon
last summer. As they chased each other
around the driveway, his son tripped

Jacque
Martin Downs

and fell onto the gravel, cutting his
palms. Old assumptions die hard, but
one’s inclination would be to think that
dad might say something like, “Come on
now, pick yourself up and wipe off your
hands ... youre OK ... nothing to cry
about.” Instead, this dad picked up his
son and inspected his hands carefully
saying. “Oh boy, that hurt a lot didn't it?
Where does it hurt the most?”

His son was so delighted with his
dad’s caring words that he merely
responded with, “Here’s the hurt, dad,”
pointing to one little spot in his palm,
and then quickly added, “You can put
me down now,” and off he ran. Dads no
longer have to be punitive and distant.
And thankfully, the days of “Wait till
your father gets home” are gone.

Perhaps you've watched the news late-
ly and noted a number of men’s groups
that have gained national media atten-
tion. To see a resuwrrection of fatherhood
as a top priority for groups like Promise-
Keepers (a Christian group for men), the
Million Man March (a fellowship for
African-American men), and National
Fatherhood Initiative (advocating for a
return to a more traditional model of
fatherhood) is quite remarkable.

One of the seven promises
of the PromiseKeepers

8 A s /MNEN -
s Ju B S Fiiw an
I iMamioivism

26136 Ingersol Novi, Michigan 48374
{Located In Novl Town Center)

(810) 344-0006
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HOLIDAY MAKEOVER

Shampoo, conditioning,
Halrcut and Style,
Make-up Application.
With Selected Stylists

inciudes:

Yronne M. Vanber, YLD.

includes being “committed to building
strong marriages and families through
love, protection, and biblical values.”

Whether you are {n favor of Minister
Louis Farakhan or not, his movement to
bring men home to thelr families and
make them more accountable to thelr
wives and children is another demon-
stration of the same.

The National Fatherhood Initiative
emphasizes that fatherhood is “unique
and irreplaceable” and cannot be
accomplished by mothers, stepfathers or
other male role models. NFI's board
chairman, David Blankenhorn, says
that his group strives to promote the
idea that “being a loving father and a
good husband is the best part of being a
man.”

Are these lofty goals? How ean men
achieve them?

The acronym that might best describe
the resurgence of fatherhood should be
C.A.R.A. - commitment, attitude, role
model, action. Fathers who commit
themselves to their children are fathers
who know that their work, play and
other relationships can get in the way,
but the difference between th