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Red Wings 
ring bells 
for kettles

Continuing a holi­
day tradition, cur­
rent and alumni De­
troit Red Wings play­
ers and staff will 
serve as Salvation 
Army red kettle bell 
ringers Friday in 
Northville.

Autographs are 
available for a sug­
gested minimum $10 
donation. Fans who 
are unable to meet 
their favorite player 
or alumnus can sup­
port The Salvation 
Army by texting 
REDWINGS to 41444.

Red Wings will be 
available 4-6 p.m. 
Friday at two Kroger 
stores: 425 N. Center 
Street and 17447 
Haggerty Road.

Funds raised dur­
ing the 11th annual 
Red Wings for Red 
Kettles bell ringing 
competition will 
support The Salva­
tion Army’s STRIVE 
floor hockey pro­
gram. Introduced in 
2009, the program 
teaches the basics of 
the sport, team-build­
ing skills and posi­
tive sportsmanship 
behavior to children 
ages 8-12.

Since 2005, the 
Wings organization 
has raised more than 
$113,000 for The 
Salvation Army 
through Red Wings 
for Red Kettles.
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As a kid, John Werth liked to 
sit in the police cruiser his fa­
ther often took home and listen 
to the action on the police radio.

His dad, Paul Werth, was a 
detective on the Detroit Police 
Department's fatal accident 
squad for 16 years and spent 
about 25 years on the force. 
Young Werth also had uncles 
and aunts with careers in public 
safety in Detroit, both in the 
police and fire departments.

Though it wasn't until he was 
in college that Werth realized 
he wanted to go into law en­
forcement, the influences were 
there from an early age. “I 
think, somewhere there, it was 
ingrained,” Werth said.

Now, Werth is getting ready 
to retire after more than 30 
years in public safety in North- 
ville Township — nearly 22 
years in the police department, 
where he went from patrolman 
to police chief, and the last 10 
years as public safety director, 
in charge of both the police and 
fire departments.

The retirement, which will 
be effective Thursday evening, 
is in “perfect timing” with other 
events in his life, Werth said.

“I'll be looking to not waking 
up with my phone to my ear at 
three o'clock, four o'clock in the 
morning,” said Werth, who 
plans to enjoy “me time” and 
family time, including daughter 
Meagan’s upcoming wedding,

See WERTH, Page A2
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Northville Township Director of Public Safety John Werth in his Ford 
Expedition police vehicle, his home away from home.

SCOTT LIPIEC

Northville's Lisa Harthun's team is the D-Funk Allstars, playing against the Detroit Pistoffs.
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Northville resident Lisa Harthun is “der­
by strong.”

It is a term she uses to describe not only 
the physical, but also the mental, strength 
she has developed as a member of the “D- 
Funk All-stars,” a local roller derby team 
that is part of the Detroit Roller Derby 
League.

Since joining the league just two years 
ago, the 48-year old Harthun has gained an 
increased resilience that carries through 
both on and off the derby track.

“Roller derby has shown me that I can 
push myself to accomplish a great deal 
more than I ever thought possible. A few 
years ago, I never would have thought that I 
would call myself an athlete,” said Harthun, 
who had never participated in a contact 
sport prior to joining the roller derby 
league.

Roller derby is a fast-paced contact team 
sport that requires speed, strategy and ath­
leticism, according to the Women’s Flat 
Track Derby Association, governing body of 
the sport. Played on a flat track, it can be 
done on any flat surface that is suitable for 
skating, such as roller rinks, basketball 
courts, parking lots — even airplane hang­
ars.

JOSH KAHL

Roller derby is pretty athletic, as evidenced by a recent women's game. See DERBY, Page A10
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Northville Fire Department offers tips 
for safety during Christmas season

The Christmas season 
brings the hustle and 
bustle of shopping and 
gatherings with family 
and friends, but also an 
increased likelihood of 
home fires and other 
household dangers. The 
Northville Township Fire 
Department is offering 
tips to help residents 
stay safe.

Christmas trees, espe­
cially real trees, can pose
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a fire hazard if not se­
lected, decorated and 
cared for property. 
Christmas tree fires, 
though not common, tend 
to be more serious, ac­
cording to the U.S. Fire 
Administration, a divi­
sion of the Federal Emer­
gency Management 
Agency.

According to the Na­
tional Fire Prevention 
Association, the nation's 
fire departments respon­
ded to an average of 210 
home fires that started 
with Christmas trees 
each year from 2010-14. 
Each year, those fires 
together caused an aver­
age of six deaths, 16 in­
juries and $16.2 million in 
direct property damage.

In order to safely 
enjoy a Christmas tree in 
the home:

» Choose a freshly cut 
tree.

» Keep it watered 
regularly.

» Use only tree lights 
that have the approval of 
a recognized testing 
agency, like Underwrit­
ers Laboratories.

» Always turn off the 
lights before leaving the 
house or going to bed.

» Dry trees ignite 
quickly and burn fast, so 
remove them from your 
home right after Christ­
mas.

The winter season also 
warrants making sure 
there are working smoke 
and carbon monoxide 
alarms in the home. The 
falling temperatures lead 
to the increased use of 
furnaces, water heaters 
and fireplaces, all com-

mon causes of fires and 
carbon monoxide emer­
gencies.

Having carbon mon­
oxide alarms in the home 
is a must. Working car­
bon monoxide alarms 
will sound to alert a 
home's occupants when 
dangerous levels of car­
bon monoxide are pre­
sent and will give people 
time to seek fresh air and 
call 9-1-1.

Remember also to 
clean the clothes dryer, 
water heater and furnace 
vents regularly and have 
those appliances ser­
viced by qualified pro­
fessionals. Also, make 
sure fireplaces are work­
ing properly, as they are 
a one of the leading 
sources of hazardous 
carbon monoxide levels.

Prepare for the up­
coming season by follow­
ing this checklist:

» Install a smoke 
alarm in every bedroom, 
in the hallway outside 
each room and on every 
floor.

» Install a carbon 
monoxide alarm on every 
floor of the home.

» Replace smoke 
alarms that are 10 years 
old or older.

» Change the batter­
ies in both smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms 
at least every year.

» Develop and prac­
tice a home emergency 
escape plan.

» Clean the oven be­
fore preparing big holi­
day meals.

» Keep the Christmas 
tree watered and away 
from open flames.

» Don’t overload elec­
trical outlets or power 
strips with holiday lights.

» Keep candles away 
from anything that can 
burn, including holiday 
decorations.

» Keep portable heat­
ers at least three feet 
from anything that can 
burn. Only use UL-listed 
heaters and those with 
tip-over protection.

» Have the chimney 
cleaned and inspected 
before it's used and also 
periodically throughout 
the year. Creosote build­
up is the leading cause of 
chimney fires.

» Have the furnace 
inspected and serviced 
annually.

» Clean your dryer, 
water heater and furnace 
vents regularly. Animals 
may seek refuge in the 
warm vents and cause 
carbon monoxide and 
fire incidents.

The department also 
asks that residents assist 
others who may not be 
able to clear the snow 
from their sidewalks, 
driveways and fire hy­
drants.

As Advanced Life 
Support providers, 
Northville Township's 
firefighter-paramedics 
know that every second 
counts in both fire and 
medical emergencies, so 
please make sure that 
your home is accessible 
at all times.

Call the fire depart­
ment at 248-348-5807 or 
go to www.northvillem- 
ich.com/fire for more 
information.

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE

Travel Accessories.

F IX  MASTERS
Atlas Luggage

38655 Ann Arbor Rd 
Livonia MI 48150
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FILE PHOTO

John Werth chats w ith dispatch supervisor Kelly Pigeon 
shortly after his promotion to Northville Township public 
safety director in 2007.

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Public Safety Director John Werth speaks to the media about a 
case in which a woman's body was found in a pond at a 
condominium complex.

WERTH
Continued from Page A1

before making another 
professional move. “I 
won't be all stressed out 
with work.”

But, “You'll see me 
again,” Werth added. “I'll 
look at the opportunities 
as they exist, but you'll 
see me again.”

Werth is leaving the 
department of about 90 
people to Todd Mutchler, 
deputy director of police 
services, or police chief. 
Mutchler and Werth 
attended the School of 
Police & Fire Staff and 
Command at Eastern 
Michigan University 
together and Werth has 
great confidence in 
Mutchler, who retired as 
public safety director in 
Canton Township earlier 
this year.

“We've got a perfect 
person to pass the torch 
to and move it forward,” 
Werth said.

Werth is proud of the 
increasing professional­
ization of the township's

police department, for 
which he came in on the 
ground floor in May 
1985. He had graduated 
from Syracuse Univer­
sity (he attended on a 
full football scholarship) 
a year before and from 
the police academy at 
Jackson Community

College just a few 
months before.

He started with Ray 
Garbarino, with whom 
he would later compete 
for the job of chief.

“We were the college 
boys. We were two of the 
first guys — I think two 
of the three — that had 
our bachelor's degrees,” 
Werth said.

“They really instilled 
professionalism and 
really stressed the pro­
fessionalism of everyone 
there and, frankly, our 
department thrived on 
that,” he added.

The bar was raised 
higher after Chip Snider, 
who is now township 
manager, became police 
chief in 1990, he said.

Werth himself went 
from sergeant to chief in 
January 2001 and to pub­
lic safety director in 
February 2007.

He saw huge changes 
in the township: the 
opening of the Meijer at 
Eight Mile and Hagger­
ty, the opening, and clos­
ing, of the state's Scott 
Correctional Facility and 
the development of 
much of the area west of 
Sheldon Road. The pop­
ulation has swelled from 
17,313 in 1990 to nearly 
29,000 today.

Still, “It's a special 
community,” Werth said. 
“It's a good, tight-knit 
community and it's a 
good place to work.”

Werth had toyed with 
the idea of joining a

federal agency, such as 
the FBI, after getting 
local law enforcement 
experience, but decided 
to stick with the town­
ship.

Starting out, Werth 
worked as a patrol offi­
cer and then as a detec­
tive and also with two 
special Michigan State 
Police units that drew 
officers from several 
departments, one ded­
icated to narcotics en­
forcement and the other 
to investigating auto 
thefts. Those were good 
opportunities for a 
young officer to gain 
wide-ranging experi­
ence, he said.

“When you're working 
those high-profile cases, 
you're helping an entire

community,” he said. 
“Getting successful 
prosecutions there is 
very rewarding.”

Werth is also proud of 
helping spread the word 
about Northville Town­
ship around the state by 
staying active in law 
enforcement profession­
al organizations. In 2015, 
Werth served as presi­
dent of the Michigan 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police and pushed for 
the adoption of stan­
dards for the accredita­
tion of police depart­
ments in Michigan.

The MACP program is 
a way for smaller de­
partments that may be 
dealing with budget 
constraints to gain pro­
fessional accreditation 
for less than the cost of a 
national accreditation 
program, he said. North- 
ville Township is in line 
to be the first depart­
ment in the state to be 
certified under the pro­
gram.

“I think we left it in 
better shape than we got 
it,” Werth said. “I'm 
very, very pleased where 
Northville Township is in 
the law enforcement 
community.”

In addition to daugh­
ter Meagan, whose wed­
ding is planned for next 
summer, Werth and wife 
Nancy, a kindergarten 
teacher, have a second 
daughter, Jessica.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
734-678-8432
Twitter: @mattjachman
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Tipping Point presents lThe Santaland Diaries’
The Tipping Point 

Theatre will stage a holi­
day production, “The 
Santaland Diaries,” by 
David Sedaris, for two 
shows only, Dec. 30-31, at 
the theater, 361E. Cady 
St., Northville.

Starring Craig Bentley 
as Crumpet the Elf, the 
story is based on the true 
chronicles of David Seda- 
ris' humorous experience 
as Crumpet the Elf in

Macy's department store. 
From impatient parents 
to spoiled children, Seda- 
ris recounts some of the 
truly odd encounters 
during the height of the 
holiday crunch.

If you aren’t familiar 
with Sedaris' work, “The 
Santaland Diaries” is a 
perfect introduction to 
his comedic style. If you 
are a fan of Sedaris, then 
you know this is a must-

see cult classic for the 
holiday season.

The show runs at 8 
p.m. Dec. 30-31. Tickets 
are $35 for the Dec. 30 
show and $85 ($40 is tax- 
deductible) for the spe­
cial New Year’s Eve 
event, which includes a 
performance of live mu­
sic by jazz pianist Mark 
LoDuca Sr. The New 
Year's Eve show features 
appetizers, including

Rocky's Famous Meat­
balls, grilled vegetable 
tray, wasabi deviled eggs, 
imported fruit and 
cheese tray and salmon 
pate with crackers and, 
of course, dessert provid­
ed by Rocky’s of North- 
ville, plus wine and a 
champagne toast close to 
midnight!

“The Santaland Dia­
ries” is recommended for 
ages 14 and older and

contains mature content 
and language, as the se­
cret of Santa is exposed.

Bentley has per­
formed the show on the 
national tour and region­
ally at Mill Mountain 
Theatre and Idaho Reper­
tory Theatre. Locally, 
Bentley appeared in “The 
Explorers Club” (Mead­
ow Brook Theatre) and 
“All’s Well That Ends 
Well” (Water Works

Theatre). During his 18 
years in New York City, 
Bentley worked with 
many theater companies, 
including Ensemble Stu­
dio Theatre, Primary 
Stages, Rattlestick Play­
wrights Theater and The 
Transport Group. Bentley 
has a BFA from Wayne 
State University. He is a 
member of the Actors’ 
Equity Association.

Dodworth Duo to perform 
at Northville Woman’s Club

The Dodworth Duo, vocalists with 
the renowned Dodworth Saxhorn 
Band — America’s premier 19th 
century brass band — will perform 
at the meeting of the Northville 
Woman’s Club at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 16, at the First United Method­
ist Church of Northville, 777 W.
Eight Mile Road.

Vocalists Julie Craig and Ted 
Badgerow will present “Music of the 
Season” with songs and melodies of 
the 19th century. The duo is commit­
ted to bringing life to the songs of 
the 19th century — principally those 
of the Dodworth era (1835-95), an 
important and ever-changing period 
in America’s past.

The duo’s repertoire includes folk 
melodies of the railways and rivers 
and early American popular ballads 
of the time, songs of soldiers and 
civilians during the Civil War, songs 
of Steven Foster and more.

Soprano soloist Craig was a young 
artist at the Sugar Creek Symphony 
and Song Festival and played the 
role of Annina in its main stage pro­
duction of “La Traviata.” Since mov­
ing to Michigan, she has sung with 
the Michigan Opera Theater Chorus 
and has been a featured soloist with 
various groups throughout the area.

Badgerow, tenor, has sung profes­
sionally since 1971. In his 13th year 
with the Dodworth Saxhorn Band, he 
also sings with the River Raisin Rag­
time Revue and is featured on its 
“Ragtime Detroit” CD. A long-time 
church choir director, Badgerow 
sings frequently throughout the area 
as the Stroller Extraordinaire and 
can be heard caroling with his so­
prano partner every year at Green-

Vocalists Julie Craig and Ted Badgerow, 
the Dodworth Duo, w ill present "Music of 
the Season."

field Village.
The duo performs attired in 19th 

century formal clothing and plays a 
variety of instruments, including 
guitar, banjo, fife, harmonica and 
penny whistle.

For more information about the 
Northville Woman’s Club and its 
program, call Maryann Cotterill at 
248-344-8235.

NORTHVILLE LIBRARY LINES
Little Me Storytime 
fo r  Babies & Little 
Ones

Time/Date: 10:30-11:15 
a.m., Friday, Dec. 16 

Details: Littles ones, 10 
months to 2 years, along 
with parents and care­
givers, enjoy music, sim­
ple stories and playtime 
with Miss Dorie. Infants 
and older children also 
welcome to attend. Just 
drop in!

Teen Yoga Time
Time/Date: 1-2 p.m., 

Saturday, Dec. 17 
Details: Teens in 

grades 6-12 join us for a 
free yoga class with certi­
fied Anusara yoga in­
structor Julie August 
from Body Language

Fitness & Yoga Center. 
Dress comfortably. No 
experience necessary, 
beginners welcome! Bring 
your own mat or towel. 
Registration required.

Foreign Film @ the 
Library

Time/Date: 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, Dec. 19

Details: Enjoy this 
well-reviewed French 
film “Gasoline & Mi­
crobe” about two teenage 
boys who befriend each 
other and embark on a 
road trip across France in 
a vehicle they built them­
selves. Just drop in.

Drop-ln Winter Crafts 
fo r  Kids

Time/Date: 4-5 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 20

Details: Kids of all 
ages get creative making 
a fun thumbprint snow­
flake ornament. No regis­
tration required, just drop 
in! Sorry, no special 
groups due to space limi­
tations.

Writing Your 
Memoir: Two-Part 
Workshop

Time/Date: 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 10 and 17

Details: Write your 
memoirs for family and 
friends! This two-part 
workshop will get you 
started, along with other 
tips with Kathleen Ripley 
Leo, creative writing in­
structor. Register online 
or in person or call 248­
349-3020.

M ILL RACE M ATTERS
Mill Race Historical 

Village is located at 215 
Griswold, north of Main 
Street, near Ford Field. 
Grounds open daily dawn 
until dusk. Mill Race re­
lies on rentals and mem­
berships to maintain the 
Village. Consider becom­
ing a member or making a 
donation today; go to 
www.millracenorthville- 
.org for details.

Upcoming events
Grounds closed for 

wedding: 2-4 p.m. Dec. 17.
The office and the ar­

chives will be closed for 
the holidays from Dec. 22 
to Jan. 9.

Lecture series: When

Amelia Came to Michigan: 
7 p.m. Jan. 25. New School 
Church at Mill Race Vil­
lage. No fee. Donations 
accepted.

Clara Ford Tea: 1-3:30 
p.m. Feb.18.

General info
Website: www.mill- 

racenorthville.org
Volunteers: The North- 

ville Historical Society at 
Mill Race Village accepts 
volunteers in many differ­
ent areas. We are in spe­
cial need of Sunday store 
clerks and help with our 
fundraising teas. Students, 
we’re happy to verify your 
volunteer hours with 
school or scouts. Please

contact the office for 
more information.

Rentals: Call or email 
the office to rent the Cady 
Inn or Church for a wed­
ding or party. Many dates 
are available. More in­
formation on our website.

Donations: Physical 
donations accepted from 9 
a.m. to noon each Tuesday.

Archives: The archives 
are open Monday and 
Tuesday.

Office: The office is 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday through Wednes­
day. All other times by 
appointment only. Call 
248-348-1845 or email 
office@millracenorth- 
ville.org.

YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
PEACE OF MIND.

WE CAN HELP WITH THAT.

Having a parent in a safe, comfortable place with highly 
trained medical staff nearby and activities to keep them 
engaged can go a long way in reducing the amount of 
time you spend worrying. That’s why we’re here.
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LAKES HEALTH CAMPUS
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Santa’s helpers spread holiday cheer 
for area families at Civic Concern party

w ait  at Home. 
walk in when you're next.

through the schools, 
several of which partici­
pate. Winchester Ele­
mentary sponsored 15 
families this year and 
Amerman and Ridge­
wood kicked in as well. 
The United Methodist 
Church adopted eight 
families and Our Lady of 
Victory did five.

Tithof said everybody 
who pitches in wants to 
help families with chil­
dren. When she's talking 
to clients, she tries to 
make sure all the kids get 
something special. “I’m 
always, like, ‘Look, it’s 
Christmas — pick two 
toys, too,’” she said.

Malesha Hodges is a 
Civic Concern client 
who's been coming to the 
holiday party for “a pret­
ty long time.” She lives at 
Northville Crossing mo­
bile home park with her 
daughter and three sons 
and she spoke highly of 
Kunz and her work. 
“Marlene helps pretty 
much everybody,” she 
said. “She won't turn 
anybody away — she's a 
good human being.” 
Sometimes Kunz gives 
her a call out of the blue, 
she said, just to make 
sure she's doing OK.

While Hodges chatted 
with Kunz at the check-in 
table, her kids headed off 
to find their gifts. In the 
church's big community 
room, tables were lined 
with everything from 
scarves and socks to 
stuffed animals, all orga­
nized by number so each 
family could find what 
was theirs. Her little 
daughter found one of 
her presents — a teddy 
bear that was almost as 
big as she was — and 
took it with her on her 
way to see Santa, who 
was waiting by a big 
Christmas tree at one 
side of the room.

Sarah Sutherland had 
her camera out and 
snapped a couple of pho-

HENRY FORD WALK-IN CLINICS Spend less time in a waiting room with 
sick kids. Walk into one of our five clinics in the metro area and get seen 
the same day, even nights and weekends. You can make your reservation 
online and arrive just in time. Get the world-class care of a Henry Ford

Maria Taylor
Correspondent

Last Saturday, Santa's 
helpers were busy 
spreading holiday gifts 
and good cheer to fam­
ilies in the Northville 
area who might not other­
wise be able to afford 
toys and gifts for Christ­
mas — or the warm 
clothes and boots that 
become so necessary as 
snow and ice usher in the 
holiday season here in 
Michigan.

The good Christmas 
elves, otherwise known 
as members of the North- 
ville Civic Concern, held 
their annual holiday dis­
tribution party Dec. 10 at 
Northville's Church of 
the Nazarene. The event 
brought together donors 
and needy families, who 
saw some of their Christ­
mas needs met in the 
form of gifts from other 
families and local North- 
ville organizations.

Marlene Kunz is di­
rector of the Northville 
Civic Concern. The en­
tire adopt-a-family proc­
ess is anonymous, she 
said. Clients fill out a 
“needs” list in August 
and then Kunz and her 
fellow volunteers try to 
get them matched with 
donors who can help out.

“They get to choose.
Do you want a DTE (gift) 
card or a Consumers 
Energy card, a Meijer 
food card or a Speedway 
gas card?” she said. They 
also get to write down a 
few items they need, like 
a blanket, a coffee mak­
er, winter boots or 
sheets.”

“It helps with the daily 
stresses they have,” said 
volunteer Nicole Tithof, 
who lives in Novi. The 
Civic Concern does com­
munity outreach year- 
round; Tithof oversees 
the Christmas gift-giving 
event. She originally got 
involved in the program

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Santa poses w ith  a few fans at the Civic Concern party: Ross Moors (center) and siblings Shyanne, 7, (left) and Bobby Kurzynski,
10.

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Northville Civic Concern director Marlene Kunz (right) shares a 
hug w ith  friend Katherine Purcell at the Dec. 10 party.
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Mark Fangmeyer helps to round up bags of gifts fo r families 
during the Civic Concern holiday distribution party.

the families could take 
them home — along with 
some homemade cookies, 
baked by Margaret Zon- 
ca and her team of volun­
teers and set out in long 
rows of festive red and 
green boxes.

Twin sisters Samantha 
and Josie Ollis, both 
freshmen at South Lyon 
High School, sang Christ­
mas carols. They've 
known Kunz since they 
were 4 and this is their 
second year singing at 
the event. “We came in to 
the (Northville Civic 
Concern headquarters) 
one day and started sing­
ing, then kind of just kept 
going,” Josie said.

“It's nice to see kids 
here,” Kunz said. “A lot 
of people think young 
people don’t care about 
this kind of thing, but 
they do.”

Samantha said she's 
happy to volunteer, be­
cause she's seen first­
hand how excited the 
children are when they 
get their presents. “Espe­
cially the little ones that 
still believe in Santa,” 
she said. “I'm glad they 
have an actual Christ­
mas, when their parents 
are maybe unemployed 
or don't have enough 
money for gifts for 
them.”

Lauren McCausland, 
who was working the

check-in counter, is car­
rying on a family tradi­
tion: Her mom has volun­
teered with the Civic 
Concern for 20 years. 
This is McCausland's 
fourth year at the event.

“I know that it makes 
Christmas possible for a 
lot of families in the com­
munity,” she said. “They 
look forward to coming 
to the parties — it's their 
opportunity to have their 
kids come and see Santa. 
They wouldn’t have a 
Christmas without it.”

tos of the family with 
Santa. All the photos 
were printed on-site so

clinician for the copay of a primary care visit, right in your neighborhood. Northville High School's varsity and junior varsity dance teams earned recognition.

HenryFord.com/SkipTheWait 1-800-HENRYFORD

Dearborn • Grosse Pointe • Northwest Detroit

Northville competitive dance teams 
take first place at area competition

Novi • Sterling Heights The Northville High 
School varsity and junior 
varsity competitive 
dance teams both earned 
a first-place ranking Dec. 
4 at the UDA Sterling 
Heights Dance Chal­
lenge.

The varsity team 
placed first and earned 
the Choreography Award 
for outstanding choreog­
raphy for the Small Var­
sity Jazz category. The 
team also placed fourth 
overall for its hip hop 
performance.

The junior varsity 
team earned first place 
for hip hop and third 
place for jazz. The varsi­
ty team is coached by 
Sarah Benish and the JV 
team is coached by Katy 
Pop. Their next competi­
tion is Jan. 22 at Royal 
Oak High School.

The dance teams will 
host a dance clinic 1-4 
p.m. Jan. 14, at Piazza 
Dance Co. Dancers at 
least 8 years and older 
participate in dance 
classes taught by the

award-winning North- 
ville High School dance 
teams. Dancers will learn 
a routine to be per­
formed Feb. 10 at the 
annual Dance Team 
Showcase at the North- 
ville High School audi­
torium. Snacks and a gift 
will be included. Register 
by Jan. 6.

Go to
www.nhscompetitive 
danceteam.com or email 
nhsdanceteam1@ 
yahoo.com for regis­
tration information.

http://www.nhscompetitive


LOCAL NEWShometownlife.com 0  & E Media | Thursday, December 15, 2016 (NNNR) A 5

..........................................................................................

T h e  U l t i m a t e  H o l i d a y  

S h o p p i n g  D e s t i n a t i o n

NOVI TOWN C EN TER

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Details: MSU Tollgate Farm and 
Education Center-at12 Mile 
and Meadowbrook Road in Novi 
-  is the setting for a new season 
of Evenings in the Garden 
classes this winter. Three speak­
ers - Janet Macunovich on Jan. 
26, Dr. Tony Reznicek on March 
2, and Dr. Norm Lownds on 
March 30 - will share their 
wisdom and experience.
The cost of each class is $20 and 
supports further adult education 
programming at MSU Tollgate. 
For more information and to 
register, visit
https://events.anr.msu.edu/
evenings17win/

lence because there is a 
name and a family at­
tached to our store. Our 
integrity is on the line 
with every person who 
walks through the door.

So why buy local this 
year for the holidays? 
The answer is simple. 
You, as the consumer, 
have the power to make 
your community strong. 
With this power comes 
the ability to encourage 
new growth, creativity 
and develop a vibrancy 
that attracts new fam­
ilies to the neighbor­
hood.

So this year, please 
consider getting your 
meats from your local 
butcher, buy your rolls 
from the neighborhood 
bakery (get yourself a 
sweet treat, too) and 
check local shops for 
that unique item that 
would be great for your 
Uncle Bob that he would 
truly appreciate. It is 
these types of simple 
actions that every day 
make the world a better 
place. Shop local. Sup­
port your community.

Joe Legato is third-generation 
owner o f Bill & Rod's 
Appliance and Mattress in 
Livonia and a graduate o f 
Northwood University.

Autographed Trump 
necktie is prized 

possession for family
Jay Grossman
hometownlife.com

Kim Harber has a 
Donald Trump story that 
will literally have you in 
knots.

About six years ago, 
the Plymouth Township 
woman went to New 
York with a friend for a 
vacation weekend. They 
were strolling around 
Manhattan when they 
found themselves stand­
ing in front of Trump 
Tower.

“I wanted to buy 
something for my hus­
band, so we went inside 
to see what we could 
find,” she said.

It didn't take long 
before the two women 
came across a collection 
of Trump ties. Harber 
picked one out and took 
it to a salesperson — 
who told her Donald 
Trump himself was go­
ing to be in the building 
later that day and that 
he might be willing to 
autograph the necktie.

The two women re­
turned to the store later 
that evening, where an 
autographed tie was 
waiting for Harber.

“I looked at the front 
of the tie, turned it 
around and, on the back, 
it was signed: ‘To Dan, 
kick ass, Donald Trump.' 
I loved it and my hus­
band did, too, when I 
gave it to him,” she said 
of the tie.

Mind you, this was 
back in 2010. Harber had 
no idea the man who 
signed her husband's 
necktie would one day 
become the nation's 
president. Her husband, 
Dan Harber, a local 
cardiologist, continues 
to wear the tie frequent­
ly — especially on Elec­
tion Day.

“It's a prized pos­
session,” Harber said. 
“It's been a great con­
versation with his pa­
tients ... my kids both 
think we should frame it 
and hang it on the wall.”

Harber said her en-

BENEFIT CONCERT
Date/Time: Sunday, Dec. 18, 6 
p.m.
Details: The Michigan Phil­
harmonic performs its Holiday 
Pops Concert at Northville 
Christian Assembly. The concert 
benefits Northville Civic Con­
cern.
Tickets are $20; get them at 
eventbrite.com or ncalife.com. 
Northville Christian Assembly is 
located at 41355 Six Mile. For 
more information, call 248-348­
9030.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Date/Time: Saturday, Dec. 17, 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Details: What organizers are 
billing the "biggest Christmas 
party in Northville" takes place 
at Ward Church. Jingle Jam can 
best be described as an indoor 
Christmas carnival that takes 
place in the church's massive 
hallways. In addition there are 
three theatre productions at 
10:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. 
More details can be found at 
http://www.jinglejamparty.com.
EVENINGS IN THE 
GARDEN
Dates/Time: Thursdays, Jan. 26, 
March 2 and March 30, 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

Santa at Maybury
Santa and his elves w ill visit w ith  children at Maybury Farm 
from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 17-18. Santa 
w ill be waiting to meet w ith  kids of all ages on his antique 
sleigh in the Welcome Center. Children can bring their wish list 
and sit w ith  Santa on his sleigh while parents and 
grandparents take photos. Admission is just a smile and a 
small donation. All donations help to care for the animals at 
Maybury Farm throughout the winter. Maybury Farm is 
located at 50165 Eight Mile Road, between Beck and Napier. 
For more information, go to
www.northvillecommunityfoundation.org, call 248-374-0200 
or find Maybury Farm on Facebook.

Business owner offers the
why of shopping local

Donald Trump autographed this necktie in 2010 for a 
Plymouth Township resident.

jgrossman@hometownlife.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric

Bill passed in response to 
Ashley Court closure

David Veselenak
hometownlife.com

New legislation would 
require the state to notify 
local officials if another 
emergency shutdown of 
a facility takes place, 
such as what happened at 
Livonia's Ashley Court 
facility earlier this year.

The changes, pro­
posed by state Rep. Lau­
ra Cox, R-Livonia, is an 
amendment to other 
language that just 
changed some wording in 
previous legislation. The 
new changes would re­
quire the Department of 
Licensing and Regula­
tory Affairs to notify 
either the local clerk or 
the local fire chief of the 
municipality where the 
shut-down facility is 
located.

“It just makes sense, 
especially in communi­
ties that are so densely 
populated like ours,” Cox 
said. “We want to make 
sure those situations can 
be mitigated.”

The legislation is a 
result of the shutdown of 
Ashley Court, 32406 Sev­
en Mile in Livonia, which 
took place in May. The 
state ordered an emer­
gency shutdown of the 
assisted living facility, 
requiring all its residents 
to evacuate the premises 
within a six-hour window. 
The closure caused some 
chaos in the area, draw­
ing in Livonia public 
safety officials to help 
manage traffic as people 
came to pick up their 
loved ones and move

them to a new facility. 
Several residents were 
transported to other 
facilities by the Livonia 
Fire Department.

The day after, several 
local officials, as well as 
Cox, held a press confer­
ence regarding the 
shutdown. There, she 
expressed concern over 
the lack of notification 
over the shutdown then.

The bill was approved 
unanimously by the state 
House of Representa­
tives and was set for a 
Senate hearing Wednes­
day morning. Cox said 
she was hopeful it would 
be passed through the 
Senate's Families, Sen­
iors and Human Services 
Committee as well as the 
full Senate before head­
ing to Gov. Rick Snyder's 
desk during the lame- 
duck legislative session.

Since the shutdown, 
the facility on Seven Mile 
east of Farmington Road 
has remained quiet, 
though a white banner 
has been put up this fall 
concealing the name of 
the former adult foster 
care facility. As of last 
week, there was no li­
cense on file with LARA 
to operate and house 
residents at the facility.

Notifying local offi­
cials, including safety 
officials, is a move that 
can help answer some 
questions, especially if 
surrounding residents 
have questions about a 
shutdown.

dveselenak@
hometownlife.com

W
hat makes a 
community 
unique? What 

allows a community to 
stay vibrant? The back­
bone is a diverse of­
fering of locally owned 
and operated store 
fronts and restaurants. 
Nothing is quite as dis­
heartening as going 
through a town and see­
ing empty store fronts 
on Main Street, only to 
find a brand new strip 
filled with national chain 
stores out by the high­
way. When our down­
towns are filled with 
local vendors and res­
taurants, there is a feel­
ing of life ... of growth ... 
of security.

We see the vibrancy 
of a community with the 
rebirth of the farmers 
markets, where locals 
sell handmade goods and 
veggies they grew near­
by. Each week, we get to 
know each other better 
and form deep ties with 
our neighborhood. As a 
third-generation busi­
ness owner, I have made

can put so much back 
into the community 
because this is where we 
operate. Our accoun­
tants are just up the 
street, our employees 
live nearby, we invest 
with local media for 
marketing and support 
our neighborhood Little 
League teams.

When you shop local, 
you can typically expect 
to have a higher level of 
service from that retail­
er or a dining experi­
ence that is totally 
unique. For example, 
often when you come in 
for an appliance part at 
my store, we will walk 
through the replacement 
to make sure it is a re­
pair you want to tackle. 
Or when you need to 
purchase a new appli­
ance, we listen first to 
your needs and then 
address your wants. This 
ensures we find the 
right fit for you and not 
just push a product be­
cause that is what we 
want to sell. With every 
sale, we strive for excel-

tire family supports 
Trump and hopes he has 
a successful presidency.

“All four of us voted 
for Mr. Trump,” she 
said. “We were sur­
prised and elated he 
won. The tie is just icing 
on the cake.”

Joe
Legato

GUEST
COLUMNIST

some close bonds with 
my customers over the 
years. They know my 
family story; they even 
bring presents for my 
kids around the holidays.

There are several 
nationwide surveys that 
have studied the eco­
nomic effects of small 
business on a communi­
ty vs. the effects of na­
tional chains. Many of 
these studies show us 
when $100 is spent at a 
local business, about $45 
of that initial amount 
stays within that local 
economy. When the na­
tional chains are exam­
ined, it is found that only 
$23 stays in the local 
economy. If you take 
that same $100 and 
spend it online, virtually 
nothing stays in the local 
economy.

Our local businesses

FILE PHOTO

Legislation is working its way through Lansing that would 
require the state to notify local officials if another shutdown 
of a facility, like Ashley Court, were to take place.
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Finding Dani: Missing woman’s family, friends gather

W e  H ave
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Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

More than a week 
after her daughter dis­
appeared, Ann Stislicki 
cloaked herself in the 
warmth and comfort of 
friends and family on a 
cold night in Southfield 
and made something of a 
surprising request.

“I would love to hear 
some laughter,” she told 
a crowd of a couple of 
hundred people gathered 
Saturday evening for a 
candlelight vigil in honor 
of her daughter Danielle, 
last seen leaving this 
same complex more than 
a week earlier.

The details haven't 
changed: Danielle Stis- 
licki, a 28-year-old Far­
mington Hills resident, 
was last seen around 5 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 2, leav­
ing the Met Life Office 
building on Telegraph, 
north of 10 Mile, in South­
field. Her car, a 2015 
Jeep Renegade, was 
found in front of her 
apartment building in the 
Independence Green 
Apartment Complex on 
Lincoln Court around 6 
p.m. the next day.

Police called her dis­
appearance “out of char­
acter and a concern to 
the family and police.” 
They are asking the pub­
lic for help with:

» Anyone who may 
have observed Stislicki 
and/or her vehicle leav­
ing the Met Life office 
building/parking lot Dec. 
2.

» Anyone who may 
have observed Stislicki 
and/or her vehicle arriv­
ing at her residence be­
tween 5 p.m. Dec. 2 and 6 
p.m. Dec. 3.

» Anyone who may 
have observed her any 
time between 5 p.m. Dec. 
2 and 6 p.m. Dec. 3, when 
her car was located.

» Anyone who may 
have seen or found a 
Samsung Galaxy Core 
Prime cellphone in a 
rose-colored case and 
key chain with a charm 
and two keys.

But Saturday's vigil 
wasn't about the details 
of the case, as Ann Stis- 
licki made clear from the

14 new b\Ws introduced, 
but no chance of passage
Kathleen Gray

Detroit Free Press Lansing Bureau

Because of rules es­
tablished in the Legisla­
ture, new bills had to be 
taken up in the House or 
Senate last week in order 
for them to have any 
chance of passage before 
the legislative session 
ends today.

Even though there is 
no chance of getting the 
bills passed, lawmakers 
still introduced 14 bills 
that will die by year-end. 
They can be reintro­
duced next year. Includ­
ed on the list are more 
rights for crime victims 
and new rules on proper­
ty condemnation.

House bills
HB 6098-6100: Impose 

requirement to evaluate 
government property 
condemnation and tak­
ings on the state Depart­
ment of Agriculture and 
Rural Development and 
impose court costs and 
attorney fees on state 
agencies that violate 
policy. Sponsor: Rep. Ray 
Franz, R-Onekama.

HB 6101-6102: Estab­
lish Michigan crime- 
survivor trauma-recov­
ery centers. Sponsors: 
Reps. Martin Howrylak, 
R-Troy and Robert Ko- 
sowski, D-Westland.

HB 6103: Modify the 
permissible uses for the 
crime victim's rights 
fund. Sponsor: Rep. Hank 
Vaupel, R-Handy Town­
ship.

HB 6104-6107: Re-

KATHLEEN GRAY | DETROIT FREE PRESS 

The state Capitol is all lit up for the holidays. The legislative 
session ends today. Bills introduced last week can be 
reintroduced next year.

quire hospitals, emergen­
cy medical personnel, 
law enforcement, prose­
cuting attorneys, judges 
and state Department of 
Health and Human Ser­
vices to provide crime 
victim survivors with 
certain information. 
Sponsors: Reps. Frank 
Liberati, D-Allen Park; 
Klint Kesto, R-Com- 
merce Township; Harvey 
Santana, D-Detroit, and 
Peter Lucido, R-Shelby 
Township.

HB 6108: Modify the 
license eligibility for 
insurance providers. 
Sponsor: Rep. Brandt 
Iden, R-Kalamazoo.

HB 6109-6110: Create

a division and commis­
sion on behavioral health 
for people who are deaf, 
deaf-blind or hard of 
hearing. Sponsors: Reps. 
Phil Phelps, D-Flushing 
and Martin Howrylak, 
R-Troy.

HB 6111: Establish the 
definition of consent in 
the crime against elderly 
people. Sponsor: Rep. 
Lauren Plawecki, D- 
Dearborn Heights.

Senate bills
SB 1188: Provide ex­

emptions from vehicle 
weight limits for natural 
gas vehicles. Sponsor: 
Sen. Tom Casperson, 
R-Escanaba.

A couple of hundred friends and family took part Saturday in a candlelight vigil for missing Farmington Hills resident Danielle Stislicki.
BRAD KADRICH

outset.
“I'm not here to talk 

about the investigation or 
what is happening with 
that,” she said. “(The 
vigil) is about people 
comforting each other 
and helping (Danielle) to 
come home. This is not a 
solemn event. It's a joy­
ous event. It's important 
we focus on the unity of 
everyone who is gath­
ered here to keep the 
light of Danielle shining.”

The response to Dan­
ielle's disappearance has 
been amazing. A Go- 
FundMe page was set up 
to establish a reward for 
information leading to 
her whereabouts. It start­
ed with a modest $10,000 
goal; the total reward is 
more than $120,000 and 
climbing.

Family members 
talked Saturday about 
how important a role

social media — Face- 
book, Twitter, Snapchat 
— has played in keeping 
Danielle's story alive and 
visitors to the vigil were 
urged to take a few mo­
ments to tweet or Snap- 
chat about the event, 
using the hashtags #find- 
dani and #lighttheway- 
fordani.

West Bloomfield resi­
dent Elizabeth Knight 
called the week since 
Danielle's disappearance 
“kind of a crazy week” 
and said Saturday's gath­
ering was about “people 
being here to support the 
family.”

“It's hard when some­
one you care about ... you 
don't know if they're 
safe,” said Knight, who is 
Danielle's cousin. “We've 
been trying to do as 
much as we can through 
social media and tradi­
tional media, to keep her

BRAD KADRICH

Parents Richard and Ann Stislicki welcomed the crowd to the 
vigil. Said Richard: “We want everyone to know this light is 
not only for Danielle, but it's for all those who are missing."

story out there. We hope 
someone has seen her 
and it’s just a matter of 
getting to the right per­
son.”

In some ways, the 
vigil resembled any oth­
er. The Rev. Jamey Auth- 
ier, pastor of Faith Lu­
theran Church in Shelby 
Township, offered pray­
ers and scripture read­
ings. Parents Ann and 
Richard Stislicki ad-

dressed the crowd, can­
dles were lit and tears 
were shed.

In other ways, it was 
more upbeat. Chris Pal- 
iewicz, Danielle's uncle, 
played an upbeat version 
of “This Little Light of 
Mine” and got the crowd 
to join in interactively.

“This isn't a typical 
candlelight vigil song, 
but Danielle isn't a typ­
ical girl,” Paliewicz said

to the crowd, inducing 
some of that laughter 
Ann Stislicki wanted to 
hear. “I think she would 
love this.”

Cousin Mason Pal- 
iewicz agreed, pointing 
out that Danielle was 
pretty much always smil­
ing.

“Danielle is always 
upbeat and happy,” Ma­
son said. “She's definitely 
had her share of prob­
lems, like everyone has, 
but she's always been 
able to keep a smile on 
her face.”

Ann Stislicki acknowl­
edged how difficult the 
week has been, but was 
determined not to dwell 
on it, at least not at the 
vigil. She said she's found 
tremendous support 
from many sources, of­
ten right when she need­
ed it.

“When you become 
weak and don't think you 
can push on any farther, 
there's someone there, 
there's a Facebook post 
or a message,” Ann said. 
“There's someone who's 
saying, ‘We’re going to 
help you.'”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @bkadrich

http://www.dmcu.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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Sugar Rush a new sweet treat in Farmington
Maria Taylor

Correspondent

Farmington’s new 
retro candy store is 
tucked away at the back 
of the Village Mall.

But it’s not hard to find 
if you follow your nose.

“We could smell the 
sugar from the Civic 
(Theatre),” Farmington 
resident Karla Aren said. 
She stopped in Saturday, 
along with her husband 
and teenage daughter, 
after hearing about the 
new store — Sugar Rush 
— on the Grow Farming­
ton Facebook page.

Aren left the store 
with Red Hots, Lem- 
onheads and Ice Cubes. 
“My boyfriend used to 
get me these all the time, 
with a Big Gulp,” she 
said. “This is great — we 
need a little candy store 
in Farmington.”

Colin Ayres is the 
owner of Sugar Rush.
“We specialize in old- 
fashioned candy,” he 
said.

Look around the store 
and it's a haven of throw­
back treats. Squirrels, 
Mary Janes, Cow Tales, 
Bit-O-Honey, Chuckles. 
Iridescent gumballs, 
shimmering pink, purple 
and yellow behind glass 
cases. (They're really 
popular for weddings, 
Ayres said.) Looking for 
a sugar high? There’s 
cotton candy and a Pixy 
Stix maker. And, for 
chocolate lovers, there 
are Bun Bars and Lindt 
truffles.

Sugar Rush in Far­
mington is Ayres' third 
candy store location. The 
first one opened 17 years 
ago, in downtown Claw­
son.

For Ayers, who lives in 
Warren, it was a case of 
being in the right place at 
the right time. “I was out 
in Berkley, having lunch 
with a friend, and we saw 
an open storefront,” 
Ayres said. The two start­
ed talking about what 
they'd open if they had 
that space. She men­
tioned a coffee shop.

Ayres said that was 
great, but there ought to 
be something for the 
kids, too — like a candy 
counter with toys and 
treats.

When they got back to 
his friend's house, there 
in the mailbox was a 
catalog for novelty toys. 
Ayres said it was like a 
sign. “I said, ‘I’m going to 
open it — I’m doing it,’” 
he said.

And open it he did. 
True to his inspiration, 
the Clawson store 
stocked a mix of old- 
fashioned candy and 
retro novelty toys. “It 
was a blast,” he said. “At 
that time, there were no 
other candy stores (in the 
area). We grew up with 
them and then they kind 
of disappeared.”

The store in Clawson 
lasted about ZHi years. 
After that, he moved it to 
St. Clair Shores, working 
on and off in various 
management positions 
between times. But St.

Clair Shores wasn’t an 
idea location, he said, 
because it wasn’t in a 
downtown. So when he 
was in Farmington vis­
iting a friend and saw a 
“for rent” sign at the 
Village Mall, he called 
the number and leased 
the space.

Sugar Rush opened 
the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving. Since 
then, Ayres said he’s had 
a steady stream of visi­
tors. “I’m already getting 
the same amount of peo­
ple here as I did in St. 
Clair, when I spent $1,000 
on advertising,” he said. 
He chalks that up to be­
ing in a downtown with 
lots of people walking by.

Alex and Michelle 
Clarke of Farmington 
Hills dropped in and 
bought a whole box of 
Chuckles minis — they’re 
only 25 cents each — and 
a Charleston Chew bar. 
“They’re hard to find in 
strawberry and choco­
late,” Michelle said.

Perusing the store, 
Alex noticed some War­
head-flavored candy 
canes. Ayres said sour 
candy is a real hit with 
today’s younger crowd. 
“There ought to be a 
Warhead Challenge, like 
the Ice Bucket Chal­
lenge,” he said, with a 
laugh. He said he gets a 
lot of teenage foot traffic 
from PLUS Skateboard­
ing and he thinks they’ll 
like the new candy he’s 
ordered: Toxic Waste, 
which he said tastes “like 
Warheads, but worse.” 

For those who like 
their candy sweet, not 
sour, Ayres said his top 
sellers are classic candy 
dots (the store’s logo) and 
Nik-L-Nips, the wax bot­
tles filled with fruity 
syrup. Black licorice is 
also really popular, he 
said — and not just 
among the older crowd.
“I had a girl come in, 
maybe 18 or 20 years old, 
who’s been in Europe a 
couple years,” he said.

“She learned to like black 
licorice because it’s very 
prominent over there.”

Ayers keeps a note­
book on the counter, next 
to the orange buckets on 
hand for candy collect­
ing. If there’s a specific 
kind of candy you’re 
looking for, you can write 
it down with your name 
and number and he’ll 
order it for you.

“If everybody likes it, 
I’ll carry it,” he said. That 
was the case with Idaho 
Spuds in Clawson, where 
folks couldn’t get enough 
of the cocoa-flavored, 
chocolate- and coconut- 
coated marshmallow 
candies.

Those might show up 
in Farmington, too, be­
cause Ayers is planning 
to bring in a bunch of 
regional specialties, like 
Cherry Mash (cherry 
fondant covered in choc­
olate and crushed nuts) 
and Valomilk (chocolate 
cup with marshmallow 
cream).

In the middle of the 
room is a big dispenser 
with little candies like 
Tootsie Rolls. Everything 
in it is eight pieces for a 
quarter. That way, Ayers 
said, kids can come in 
and get a treat with their 
pocket change.

But make no mistake, 
he said: No matter your 
age, you’re always a kid 
when you’re in a candy 
shop. “People always say 
the kids love this the 
most. I say, ‘Don’t kid 
yourselves. The adults 
love it just as much,’” he 
said. “You can’t come in 
and not have fun. It’s just 
a fun business.”

Sugar Rush is located 
at the back of the Village 
Mall at 33335 Grand Riv­
er, by the parking lot on 
the Farmington Road 
side. It’s open 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday and noon to 4 
p.m. Sunday and Monday 
throughout the holiday 
season, with hours chang­
ing in January.

Sugar Rush owner Colin Ayres helps customers Michelle and Alex Clarke.
MARIA TAYLOR

P IA N O  SALE
Downtown Milford

VINTAGE, NEW  RE-BUILDS, CERTIFIED, PRE-OWNED

STEINWAY PIANOS

O V ER  
50% O FF
Holiday & Year 
End C le a ra n ce !

Factory 
direct outlet.
QRS Player 
Systems, add 
to any piano or 
upgrade any older 
player piano

a

New & Used- Yamaha, Kawai, Baldwin, Story & Clark and more...

PIAN O N AT70N  DIRECT
The Newest Way to Buy Pianos is to Buy Direct"

By Appointments Only
www.pianonationdirect.com

(260) 227-5397
777 Concrete Drive next to The Red Dog

H o l i d a y  P o p s  C o n c e r t

Northville Christian Assembly 
December 18th | 6pm

A B e n e f it  C o n c e r t  f o r  
N o r th v i l le  C iv ic  C o n c e rn

(All proceeds will, go to NorthvilLe Civic Concern)

http://www.pianonationdirect.com
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USA TODAY NETWORK INVESTIGATION

Dangerous drinking water afflicts rural US
Broken system puts 

millions of Americans 
at risk with poisoned 

or untested water

CUSTOMERS DRAWING WATER FROM UTILITIES WITH FAILED LEAD TESTS

P e rce n ta g e  o f  e ach  s ta te ’s sm a ll w a te r-u t i l i ty  cu s tom ers  w h o  d ra w  w a te r  fro m  a  system  th a t  has 
fa ile d  to  p ro p e r ly  te s t fo r  le a d  s ince 2010:

# M o r e  than  20% •  20% to  10.1% # 10% to  5.1% •  5 to  2.1% O  Less than  2%

Laura Ungar and Mark Nichols
USA TODAY

RANGER, Texas - The lead­
ers of this former oil boomtown 
never gave 2-year-old Adam 
Walton a chance to avoid the 
poison.

It came in city water, deliv­
ered to his family's tap through 
pipes nearly a century old. For 
almost a year, the little boy 
bathed in lead-tainted water 
and ate food cooked in it. As he 
grew into a toddler — a time 
when he should have been 
learning to talk — he drank tap 
water containing a toxin known 
to ravage a child's developing 
brain.

Adam's parents didn't know 
about the danger until this fall.

Officials at City Hall knew 
long before then, according to 
local and state records. So did 
state and federal government 
regulators who are paid to 
make sure drinking water in 
Texas and across the nation is 
clean. Ranger and Texas offi­
cials were aware of a city wide 
lead problem for two years — 
one the city still hasn’t fixed 
and one the Waltons first 
learned about in a September 
letter to residents.. The city 
and state even knew, from 
recent tests, that water in the 
Walton family’s cramped, one- 
bedroom rental house near the 
railroad tracks was carrying 
sky-high levels of lead.

Destiny and John Walton got 
their first inkling of a problem 
when blood tests in June detect­
ed high levels of lead in their 
son’s growing body. They first 
learned that their tap water 
contained lead — about 28 
times the federal limit — when 
a USA TODAY Network report­
er told them in early Novem­
ber.

Millions of Americans face 
similar risks because the na­
tion’s drinking-water enforce­
ment system doesn’t make 
small utilities play by the same 
safety rules as everyone else, a 
USA TODAY Network investi­
gation has found.

Tiny utilities — those serv­
ing a few thousand people or 
less — don’t have to treat water 
to prevent lead contamination 
until after lead is found. Even 
when they skip safety tests or 
fail to treat water after they 
find lead, federal and state 
regulators often do not force 
them to comply with the law.

USA TODAY Network jour­
nalists spent 2016 reviewing 
millions of records from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and all 50 states, vis­
iting small communities across 
the country and interviewing 
more than 120 people stuck 
using untested or lead-tainted 
tap water.

The investigation found:
» About 100,000 people get 

their drinking water from util­
ities that discovered high lead 
but failed to treat the water to 
remove it. Dozens of utilities 
took more than a year to formu­
late a treatment plan and even 
longer to begin treatment.

» Some 4 million Americans 
get water from small operators 
who skipped required tests or 
did not conduct the tests prop­
erly, violating a cornerstone of 
federal safe drinking water 
laws. The testing is required 
because, without it, utilities, 
regulators and people drinking 
the water can't know if it's safe. 
In more than 2,000 communi­
ties, lead tests were skipped at 
least twice. Hundreds repeat­
edly failed to properly test for 
five or more years.

» About 850 small water 
utilities with a documented 
history of lead contamination

B Y  THE NUMBERS
LEAD IN DRINKING WATER

ALASKA H A W A II

N.H. 

VT. 

R.I. 

CONN. 

N.J. 

DEL. 

MD. 

D.C.
SOURCE EPA Safe Drinking W ater Information System database reports, Q3,20\6. 

ISABELLA LUCY, USA TODAY

LAURA UNGAR, USA TODAY
Adam Walton, 2, has high levels of lead In his blood and lives In a house In 
Ranger, Texas, where the water tested high for lead.

— places where state and feder­
al regulators are supposed to 
pay extra attention — failed to 
properly test for lead at least 
once since 2010.

This two-tiered system ex­
ists in both law and practice. 
State and federal water-safety 
officials told USA TODAY 
Network reporters that reg­
ulators are more lenient with 
small water systems because 
they lack resources, deeming 
some lost causes when they 
don't have the money, expertise 
or motivation to fix problems. 
The nation's Safe Drinking 
Water Act allows less-trained, 
often amateur, people to oper­
ate tiny water systems even 
though the risks for people 
drinking the water are the 
same.

Officials in West Virginia, 
for example, labeled more than 
a dozen systems “orphans” 
because they didn't have own­
ers or operators. Enforcement 
efforts for those utilities 
amounted to little more than a 
continuous stream of warning 
letters as utilities failed to test 
year after year. All the while, 
residents continued drinking 
untested — and potentially 
contaminated — water.

“At the end of the day, it 
creates two universes of peo­
ple,” said water expert Yanna 
Lambrinidou, an affiliate facul­
ty member at Virginia Tech.

“One is the universe of people 
who are somewhat protected 
from lead. ... Then we have 
those people served by small 
water systems, who are treated 
by the regulations as second- 
class citizens.”

All of this endangers mil­
lions of people across the coun­
try, mostly in remote and rural 
communities. Utilities like East 
Mooringsport Water, serving 
part of abayou town of about 
800 people, where drinking 
water went untested for more 
than five years. Or Coal Moun­
tain, W.Va., a remote 118-person 
outpost where a retired coal 
miner pours bleach into un­
tested water at the system's 
wellhead in hope of keeping it 
clean. Or Orange Center School 
outside Fresno, Calif., where 
for more than a decade reg­
ulators let about 320 grade- 
school kids drink water that 
had tested high for lead.

Individually, the communi­
ties served by small utilities 
seem tiny. But together, the 
number of people getting lead- 
contaminated drinking water, 
or water not properly tested for 
lead, since 2010 is about 5 mil­
lion.

Virginia Tech's Marc Ed­
wards, one of the nation's top 
experts on lead in drinking 
water who helped identify the 
crisis in Flint, Mich., laments 
that people in America's forgot-

TINY UTILITIES,
BIG PROBLEMS
P ercen tage  o f  cus tom ers  w ith  
le a d  in  th e ir  d r in k in g  w a te r  b y  
u tility  size. (Testing d o n e  
J a n u a ry  2010 to  June  2016)

Less th a n  3 ,300 cus tom ers

3,301 to  10,000

|  8.5%

)0

6 .2%

00,000 

%

SOURCE EPA Safe Drinking Water Information 
System database reports, Q 3,2016.

ISABELLA LUCY, USA TODAY

"Som e days, i t ’s m ore  
brown than green . I t 
sm ells so rt of like a  
sewer. We don’t  even  
g ive  the dogs tap  
w ater.”
Vietnam veteran Bill Brister

ten places — rural outposts, 
post-industrial communities 
and poor towns — are most at 
risk from the dangers of lead 
exposure, such as irreversible 
brain damage, lowered IQ, 
behavioral problems and lan­
guage delays.

Edwards said the effects of 
lead poisoning could make it 
even more difficult for families 
in these communities to climb 
out of poverty. “I'm worried 
about their kids,” he said. “The 
risk of permanent harm here is 
horrifying. These are Amer­
ica's children.”

The Waltons fear lead has 
already harmed their son. At an 
age when other kids use dozens 
of words, Adam says just three: 
“mama,” “dada” and “no.” Des­
tiny and John wish they would 
have known about the lead 
earlier so they could have pro­
tected him.

“What's going to happen if 
my son's lead levels keep ris­
ing? What if the kid next door 
gets way sicker than my son? 
What's Ranger going to do 
then?” Destiny asked. “They've 
known about it for years now.
... Are they going to fix it?”

'Tiny Flint'
Perhaps the best illustration 

of what can happen when ev­
erything breaks down at once is 
Ranger, where high lead and 
government inaction have 
converged in a pervasive con­
tamination problem experts

compared to a “tiny Flint.”
Ranger’s water system dates 

to the city’s heyday nearly 100 
years ago, when the discovery 
of oil attracted a population 
that historians say reached 
30,000. Ranger is now a barren 
place with 2,500 people, aban­
doned buildings and a lonely 
Main Street where a mural of a 
steer-wrangling cowboy near 
an oil well fades away like the 
city.

With ever-shrinking tax rolls 
and median household income 
at about half the national aver­
age, there’s little money to 
shore up a decaying infrastruc­
ture. Leaks spring daily.

Many residents rely on bot­
tled water. They’ve heard 
through the grapevine that the 
city’s water might be un­
healthy. They can see for them­
selves it’s not clean. While lead 
is colorless and odorless, algae 
in the water is not.

“Some days, it’s more brown 
than green. It smells sort of like 
a sewer,” said Vietnam veteran 
Bill Brister, who spends about 
$70 a month on bottled water. 
“We don’t even give the dogs 
tap water.”

Three years ago, the city 
found excessive levels of cop­
per. Nine months after that, 
three of 20 sites tested over the 
limit of 15 parts per billion of 
lead. Under federal law, both 
required immediate action, but 
documents show the city wait­
ed until this fall to start plan­
ning to control corrosion. Test­
ing this September found five 
sites above the limit for lead, 
the Walton home topping the 
list at 418 parts per billion. The 
federal limit is 15.

Ranger is one of about 130 
water systems since 2010 that 
failed to take timely action, and 
one of dozens that took a year 
or more to start the treatment 
process.

City Manager Chad Roberts 
said Texas environmental offi­
cials pushed hard this fall after 
USA TODAY Network report­
ers visited Ranger and began 
asking questions. State officials 
insist the push came after a 
weekly review found that 
Ranger met EPA criteria for 
the state to take formal en­
forcement action.

Ranger took its first step 
toward reducing lead in No­
vember — nearly three years 
late — by giving the state a 
corrosion-control study that 
called for adjusting the pH of 
the water. State officials 
deemed the plan insufficient, 
however, and are working with 
the city to improve it.

As the city formulates its 
plan, residents continue to 
drink water that might be dan­
gerous.

A boil notice was in effect in 
early November when Kay 
Hodges, 23, said she drank 
straight from the tap because 
she was nine months’ pregnant, 
dehydrated and out of bottled 
water. “I got really sick. I was 
throwing up all night,” she said.

Hodges lives with her fiance 
and young children in a low- 
income housing complex called 
Austin Acres. A tap at the com­
plex has repeatedly tested high 
for lead, most recently at more 
than twice the federal limit. 
Hodges figures she should now 
get checked for the toxin.

Others fear lead exposure, 
too. Anita Baker, a 79-year-old 
colon cancer survivor in Austin 
Acres, has been using city wa­
ter for cooking and making 
coffee but plans to stop after 
learning from a reporter that 
boiling the water concentrates 
the lead.

The Waltons — who squeeze 
into their one-bedroom home 
by putting the master bed in 
the living room — also drank 
lots of city water, in iced tea, 
Kool-Aid, diluted juice and by 
itself. Adam’s highest blood 
lead reading was more than 
three times the federal cutoff 
to be considered elevated, and 
his 1-year-old brother, Andrew, 
also had slightly elevated lead 
levels.

Texas environmental offi-
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WATER
Continued from Page A8

cials say they have taken steps 
to speed Ranger’s response. 
They sent experts to Ranger, 
referred the city to the EPA for 
formal enforcement in March, 
issued new citations in October 
and fined the city about $3,000.

The city raised water rates 
to pay for improvements and 
now promises to replace more 
of the old water lines, increase 
testing and seek grants for 
more upgrades.

“We are good with the state 
right now,” Mayor Joe Pilgrim 
said, “and that’s all that mat­
ters.”

Still, residents may have to 
wait years for clean water. 
After the state approves a re­
worked corrosion-control 
study, Ranger has two years 
before it must start treating its 
water. By then, Adam Walton 
will be almost ready for kin­
dergarten.

Two standards
It's easy to see why a place 

like Ranger winds up with toxic 
water when you compare it to a 
typical large water system like 
the one in Louisville, Ky.

Louisville Water has about 
435 full-time staffers, including 
a director of water quality and 
production with a Ph.D. in envi­
ronmental engineering. Ranger 
has seven public works em­
ployees.

Louisville Water has an oper­
ating and maintenance budget 
of $127 million. Ranger’s entire 
city budget is $3.2 million.

Some small utilities are even 
worse off.

In Colorado, near Black 
Canyon, the man in charge of 
providing safe water to 335 
people is a farmer who spends 
most of his time tending to 
livestock, wheat, oats and bar­
ley.

In West Texas, at Klondike 
Independent School District, 
water safety is handled by 
Superintendent Steve McLa- 
ren, whose first job is running a 
one-building school system 
serving 260 students. He wears 
many hats in the district amid 
cotton fields; he's been known 
to drive a school bus from time 
to time.

McLaren acknowledged he 
skipped required testing for 
lead and copper in fall 2014 
because “some things just slip 
by.” When Klondike did test 
last year, it found excessive 
lead in both rounds of testing.

Generally, the bar for run­
ning tiny utlities is low. Certifi­
cation for hands-on operators 
varies by state and typically 
involves passing an exam and 
getting continuing education 
credits. Some states require 
licensing but with varying 
qualifications. Minimum re­
quirements in Texas are a high 
school diploma or GED and a 
training course in basic water 
operations. No experience 
necessary.

“You might have to get more 
training to run a hot dog stand 
than a small water system,” 
said Paul Schwartz of the Cam­
paign for Lead Free Water, a 
group of people and organiza­
tions working to rid drinking 
water of lead.

Many states, and the EPA, 
offer extra guidance and in­
struction. But not everyone 
avails themselves of this help, 
leaving many small operators 
with “a complete lack of train­
ing,” Lambrinidou said. “Some­
times, they're cheating and 
they don't know they're cheat­
ing.”

Some government funding is 
available for struggling util­
ities. EPA's Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund, which 
includes a state contribution, 
has provided $32.5 billion 
through 2016 to water systems 
that applied for help. Another 
EPA program awards millions 
each year to non-profit organi­
zations that provide training 
and technical assistance to 
small, public water systems. 
The U.S. Department of Agri­
culture also offers loans and 
grants.

Edwards and others say the 
need far outstrips the money, 
and loans don't help utilities 
that can't pay them back. A 
2013 EPA assessment estimates 
infrastructure needs for small 
water systems will total 
$64.5 billion over 20 years. The 
revolving fund's 2016 alloca­
tion, for systems of all sizes, 
was less than $1 billion, and a
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HOW DOES LEAD GET INTO YOUR DRINKING WATER?
M ore th a n  7 m illion  U.S. hom es are estim ated  to  have service lines m ade of lead  th a t  can  leach  in to  w ater. 
M illions m ore hom es b u ilt before 1986  have so lder and  fixtures th a t  can  leach  lead.

1 In m ost cases, the  
w a te r  e n te rin g  a n d  
leav ing  th e  tre a tm e n t 
p la n t is lead -free .

2 To reduce  th e  leach ing  o f  lead , m any 
tre a tm e n t p lan ts  a d d  an ti-co rro s io n  
chem ica ls , som e o f  w h ich  c rea te  a 
p ro te c tive  co a tin g  ins ide  p ipes.

3 A ny w a te r  •
co n ta m in a tio n  typ ica lly  
occurs as it com es o n to  a 
h o m e ’s p ro p e rty .

M a n y  h om eow ners  d o n ’t rep lace  th e ir 
seg m e n t because  it ’s to o  expensive.

4  R eplacing o n ly  p a rt o f 
service lines can m ake  
th in g s  w orse. V ib ra tio n s  
fro m  construc tion  can 
b re a k  free  pieces o f 
p ro te c tive  co a tin g .

5  These pieces co n ta in ing  
lead  flo w  in to  yo u r hom e, 
g e t s tuck in you r p lu m b in g  
a n d  re lease  lead  w hen  you 
tu rn  on you r ta p .

S o u rc e  U S A  T O D A Y  N E T W O R K  re s e a rc h

KARL GELLES. USA TODAY

work with them, but the prob­
lem is finding someone who's 
responsible,” said Walter Ivey, 
director of West Virginia's 
Office of Environmental 
Health Services.

One option is for states to 
test the water. But Jon Capaca- 
sa, director of EPA's Region 3 
Water Protection Division, said 
the law calls for utilities to 
monitor for lead and report 
results to states, and the obliga­
tion lies with them.

When utilities can't or won't, 
however, they often face little 
if any real punishment.

Notices and orders were 
EPA's weapons against Coal 
Mountain's testing violations 
for five years, after which 
nothing changed and West 
Virginia asked that no further 
federal action be taken.

Water-quality advocates say 
residents deserve better.

Government “owes it to 
these people to at least provide 
clean drinking water,” said 
Wyoming County Clerk Mike 
Goode, adding that the county 
is working on a proposal to help 
Coal Mountain. “It's bad. These 
people live in America. They 
have a right to good water.”

But Mila Darnell laments 
that such rights don't always 
extend to poor, rural Amer­
icans like her.

“We're a forgotten people,” 
she said. “It hurts to feel ... like 
you just don't count.”

“You m igh t have to g e t m ore tra in in g  to run  
a hot dog stan d  than a sm a ll w a ter  system "
Paul Schwartz, Campaign for Lead Free Water

Congressional Research Ser­
vice report on the fund in No­
vember concluded that “a sub­
stantial gap remains between 
financing needs and available 
funds.”

Recognizing resource con­
straints, the federal govern­
ment lets small water systems 
play by more lenient rules.

Scattered throughout EPA 
regulations on lead and copper 
are specific provisions for 
small water systems. While 
utilities serving 50,000 or more 
people must always control 
corrosion, for example, smaller 
systems don't have to even plan 
for such treatment when lead is 
below the federal limit for two 
consecutive six-month periods. 
And they can discontinue treat­
ment once lead drops below the 
limit.

Utilities serving 3,300 or 
fewer can, if they meet certain 
criteria, test for lead as little as 
once every nine years.

Experts say such regula­
tions make it easy for lead 
problems to go undetected and 
uncorrected in the very places 
that are most vulnerable to 
contamination.

“You might think we have a 
lead in water law,” Edwards 
said. “What we have is a nation­
al joke.”

Untested water
A cornerstone of those 25- 

year-old lead regulations is 
testing. But the USA TODAY 
Network found that 9,000 small 
water systems together serving 
almost 4 million people failed to 
test properly for lead in the 
past six years, meaning the 
toxin could be there without 
anyone knowing. More than a 
quarter of those systems had 
repeat lead-testing violations.

EPA said it gives higher 
priority to immediate public 
health issues like acute con­
tamination than testing vio­
lations.

Money is a factor in skipping 
lead tests, which can cost 
around $50 per tap. Utilities 
must test from five to 20 loca­
tions, depending on how many 
customers they serve. A USA 
TODAY Network analysis 
found it would cost about 
$1.2 million to check the water 
served by every small utility 
that failed to test twice since 
2010. Lead testing for every 
small water utility that missed 
even one test would cost about 
$5 million.

Ranger admits in a letter to 
residents to three years of 
skipped or incomplete tests. 
Roberts, who started as city 
manager in the spring, blamed 
lack of expertise and past ne­
glect, saying “the ball got 
dropped for sure.”

It also got dropped at Or­
ange Center School in Cali­
fornia, which skipped testing 
for nine years even after find­
ing excessive lead in 2003. In 
the rural neighborhood outside

100,000
people get their drinking water 
from utilities that discovered high 
lead but failed to treat the water to 
remove it

4 MILLION
Americans get water from small 
operators who skipped required 
tests or did not conduct the tests 
properly

$5 MILLION
The cost to test every small water 
utility that missed even one test

Fresno, officials in charge let 
kids keep drinking the water 
for more than a decade.

State officials threatened to 
fine the school, but records 
show no more lead tests were 
done until 2012 and no action 
was taken. Three of those tests 
again found high lead. Two 
more years went by before 
California officials ordered the 
school to stop using the water 
and began shipping bottled 
water to students, while the 
school waits to be connected to 
the Fresno water system.

Ninety customers of East 
Mooringsport Water in Louisi­
ana, are also waiting to hook up 
to a larger water system after 
at least five years of skipped 
tests.

“Honestly, we just didn't 
have the money to do (testing),” 
said Edward “Pat” Turnley, who 
distributes monthly water bills 
to East Mooringsport custom­
ers.

The state cracked down 
several times, ordering the 
district to test three years ago 
and fining the community more 
than $43,500. But little 
changed. Finally, in late June, 
the state tested nine homes 
itself, and found lead contami­
nation in two. More testing will 
need to be done to determine 
the extent of the problem.

East Mooringsport buys 
treated water from the nearby 
town of Blanchard, then stores 
it in old tanks. Resident Gladys 
McCauslin suspects sediment 
in the tanks is what makes her 
tap water brownish and gritty. 
Residents are warned to boil it 
before drinking or cooking.

“It makes me feel like I'm in 
a Third World country,” she 
said.

McCauslin, 75, hopes things 
will change when Blanchard, 
which has a new, $17 million 
treatment plant, acquires her 
community's utility. As she 
waits for the merger, she keeps 
doing what she's done for years 
—paying the bill for untested 
tap water and shelling out extra 
money for bottled water to 
drink and filtered, purified 
water for bathing.

Giving up
Residents in remote Coal 

Mountain, W.Va., have gone as 
long as anyone can remember 
with untested, questionable 
water. No one knows what con­
taminants it might contain.

Their wellhead is housed 
near a church, in a shed clut­
tered with empty bleach bot­
tles. They've been left behind 
by Ravin Kenneda, a 65-year- 
old with a salt-and-pepper mus­
tache and a baseball cap, who 
pours bleach into his communi­
ty's water once in a while to 
keep it clean.

“It's just stuff I've learned 
down through the years,” he 
said from his front-porch swing 
as his granddaughter sipped 
bottled water.

He's no water expert, he 
concedes. “Someone's got to do 
it.”

State and federal govern­
ments have pretty much given 
up enforcing drinking-water 
rules here and similarly tough 
cases, leaving residents to fend 
for themselves.

Coal Mountain's tap water 
comes from a coal company 
well abandoned in the 1980s. 
Water is pumped up the moun­
tainside to an old storage tank 
hidden amid tangled trees, then 
flows down to homes. It's the 
subject of 19 water-testing 
violations since 1988, the most 
in the nation.

“We don't know what's in it,” 
said Mila Darnell, 62, who is 
raising two 17-year-old grand­
sons with her retired miner 
husband. “I'm very concerned 
about lead or whatever else 
could be in there.”

No doubt something is awry; 
the water stains the Darnells' 
clothes, stops up their shower 
head and sometimes smells like 
fish. Although they won't drink 
it, they do cook with it — boil­
ing it first and hoping no one 
gets sick.

West Virginian officials say 
they can't do much beyond 
sending out advisories and 
issuing notices about water­
testing violations because Coal 
Mountain has no owner or oper­
ator. The state labels Coal 
Mountain and about 15 other 
utilities “orphan systems.”

“This happens, actually, 
across the country. We try to

Minimizing risk
Roberts, the city manager, 

downplayed the danger from 
Ranger's water. Roberts said 
small children and pregnant 
women probably shouldn't 
drink it (as the city said in a 
letter to residents). He said 
overall, “I drink it. ... I don't 
think it's a health alert serious 
enough for an emergency.”

Roberts blamed homeown­
ers' pipes, although he ac­
knowledged the city's distribu­
tion system contains lead as 
well.

Pilgrim, Ranger's mayor, 
agreed the water isn't unsafe, 
saying his city “has never put 
any of their people in danger. ... 
It's not an ongoing medical 
disaster to anyone in town for 
any reason.”

They are far from the only 
officials to minimize water 
problems.

Kentucky's Peter Good- 
mann, who directs the division 
of water there, used a similar 
rationale to defend many years 
of inaction when a tiny water 
system without an owner re­
fused to test for contaminants. 
“There's not much we could do 
because there's no responsible 
party,” Goodmann said of Ket­
tle Island Water, which was 
recently downgraded from a 
public water system because 
it's gotten so small. “Nobody's 
dying there, and there doesn't 
seem to be any public health 
effects.”

The EPA would not allow 
senior officials including Peter 
Grevatt, director of the Office 
of Ground Water and Drinking 
Water, to be interviewed. The 
agency would respond only in 
writing to questions, saying it's 
revising lead regulations, work­
ing with states to strengthen 
protections and oversight, and 
remains committed to “vigor­
ous civil and criminal enforce­
ment to protect public health.” 
On Nov. 30, the EPA released a 
drinking water “action plan” 
that includes proposed steps to 
help tiny water utilities comply 
with drinking water laws, such 
as guidance to find money for 
improvements and new certifi­
cation guidelines for operators.

For now, lead continues to 
taint tap water in places like 
Ranger. Katelyn Peters, who 
lives next door to the Waltons, 
doesn't see anything changing 
soon.

“This is where I was raised. 
This is where I was planning on 
raising my kids,” she said, 
watching three of her four kids 
chase each other in the front 
yard. “Now, I'm terrified. I 
would live anywhere else.”

Contributing: Lex Talamo 
and Caitlin McGlade.
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LAURA UNGAR. USA TODAY NETWORK

104 PPB TO 
13,200 PPB
Levels of lead in 
parts per billion 
in the tap  water 
of a home in 
Flint, Mich., in 
early 2014.

1 2 4  PPB
Found a t Lawrenceville School in New 
Jersey, where the w ate r utility is run by 

the school maintenance staff.

130 PPB
Found in 2014 a t Orange Center School near 

Fresno, Calif., where officials hadn't tested for 
lead in a lm ost a decade. That fall, officials shut 
the system down and shipped in bottled  water.

418 PPB
Detected in September test a t home of 
2 -yea r old Adam Walton in Ranger,
Texas, which has twice exceeded the 
federa l lim it fo r lead contam ination in 2014 
and 2016. Ranger has yet to  start treating 
its w ate r to  reduce the lead.

AP
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Jennifer "Nuke Town" McIntosh in action.

Martha Goldberg of the D-Funk All-Stars gives it her all.

DERBY
Continued from Page A1

The game itself in­
volves players for each 
team scoring points dur­
ing two 30-minute peri­
ods. Each team is allowed 
five players on the track 
at once: four “blockers” 
and one “jammer.” The 
blockers are responsible 
for attempting to stop the 
opposing team's “jam­
mer,” who scores points 
for the team by passing 
opposing blockers on the 
track, Harthun said.

A  special event
Harthun will join oth­

er women athletes Sat­
urday, Dec.17, when the 
Detroit Roller Derby 
Winter Wonderland event 
will feature a match-up 
between the undefeated 
Detroit Pistoffs and the 
D-Funk All-Stars. Work­
ing in partnership with 
Operation Care Package, 
the group will be col­
lecting non-perishable 
items, like beef jerky, 
hard candy and crackers, 
as well as donations of 
baby wipes, Chapstick 
and bug spray, for troops 
overseas.

Scheduled for 6 p.m. 
at the Masonic Temple in 
Detroit, ticket prices are 
$12 in advance and $15 at 
the door. The event will 
also feature Santa min­
gling with the crowd and 
an ugly sweater contest.

The Detroit Roller 
Derby Winter Wonder­
land is testament to a 
sport that is gaining en­
thusiasm among partici­
pants and spectators 
alike. The WFTDA con­
tends that the flat track 
version of the sport 
evolved in 2001. It has 
quickly grown to encom­
pass more than 400 
leagues worldwide, in­
cluding the Detroit Roll­
er Derby League, which 
currently includes nine 
teams: four home teams, 
three travel teams, a

recreation team and a 
junior roller derby team 
that will begin in 2017.

Harthun is one who 
made the conversion 
from spectator to partici­
pant.

“I was a fan of roller 
derby before I joined it.
A few of my friends and I 
used to go out for a ladies 
night to watch them play 
at the Masonic It looked 
like so much fun,” she 
said.

Now an experienced 
player, Harthun goes by 
the name of “Brazen 
Kane” when she is one 
the derby track — a nick­
name she terms as an 
inverse correlation to her 
“soft-spoken, nice girl 
personality.”

“This has been a very 
rewarding experience 
for me. I've gained a lot 
of friendships, lost a lot 
of weight and it has built 
up my self-confidence so 
much in the process,” she 
said.

A  positive impact
Other local Detroit 

Roller Derby League 
players echo her senti­
ments.

Jennifer McIntosh of 
Milford and West Bloom­
field's Martha Goldberg 
both credit the sport with 
having a positive impact 
on their lives.

“Roller derby builds 
you up; it helps develop 
mental toughness. You 
get knocked down time 
and time again and it 
doesn't feel very good 
and pretty soon you real­
ize that you want to be 
the one doing the knock­
ing down. It makes me 
want to be strong,” said 
McIntosh, 40.

Growing up in Tra­
verse City, McIntosh said 
she has always been 
athletic and enjoyed 
participating in team 
sports, including playing 
catcher on her prep var­
sity softball team. She 
has always been a fan of 
competition and likes 
hobbies that help keep 
her both mentally and 
physically healthy.

“I have always be­
lieved that you need to 
set goals for yourself to 
keep moving through life 
successfully,” said McIn­
tosh, who goes by the 
moniker “Nuke Town,”

when playing with her 
team, the Grand Prix 
Madonna's.

“Roller derby helps 
me to set goals for my­
self. I drink more water, I 
eat better ... it makes me 
want to be healthier over­
all,” she said.

'Improving yourself'
For Goldberg, 43, the 

mother of three school- 
aged children, roller 
derby has provided a 
rare opportunity for 
Zen-like concentration.

Playing roller derby 
“takes you out of your 
everyday experience. It 
is one of the few times in 
life that you are com­
pletely focused on others 
and improving yourself,” 
she said. “When I am on 
the track working on 
derby, all of the things 
that I am worrying about 
fall away.”

While practice times 
vary from player to play­
er, Goldberg said she 
practices four to six 
hours per week and par­
ticipates in games about 
once a month.

Goldberg said she has 
been playing for four 
years. Currently a mem­
ber of the D-Funk All­
Stars, she points out that 
roller derby is one of the 
rare sports that allows 
for competition among 
vast age ranges.

“The community is 
very diverse. It’s an ex­
citing thing. There are 
not many sports where 
you can have a 19-year- 
old and a 47-year-old 
playing against one an­
other,” she said.

Roller derby is also 
very empowering, noted 
Goldberg, who serves as 
coordinator of the Teen 
Foundation Board for 
The Jewish Fund. “It is 
important for me that my 
daughter sees me work­
ing at something that I 
enjoy and helps makes 
me stronger,” she said.

Although she had 
roller-bladed in her 
youth, she had never

played roller derby prior 
to joining her team in her 
late 30s. “My children 
were in school full time 
and I finally had a little 
free time to squeeze in 
for myself. I was looking 
for something fun,” she 
said.

She said she was 
drawn to roller derby in 
part by the spirit of cam­
araderie among team 
members. “I like the idea 
of women working to­
gether to accomplish a 
common goal,” she said.

Support from  
everyone

McIntosh said that 
she, too, was drawn in by 
the friendly compan­
ionship of the league. She 
and her husband co-own 
a six-acre farm in Mil­
ford, complete with a 
horse, two dogs and three 
cats. A manufacturing 
engineer by trade, she 
now serves as a consult­
ant in the manufacturing 
industry.

Despite her busy life­
style, “as soon as I 
learned that they were 
forming a league, I knew 
I had to join,” she said.

Although she had 
skated “when I was 9 
years old at birthday 
parties,” it took her al­
most two years to learn 
to be completely com­
fortable in roller skates.

“I had to learn it all 
from scratch,” she said, 
adding that “with new 
learners, everyone is so 
supportive and encourag­
ing.”

Harthun agrees.
“I have never in my 

life encountered any­
thing like this group of 
women. Someone is al­
ways there to help you up 
or give you a hug. It is 
absolutely amazing,” she 
said, “I would not have 
gotten to where I am now 
without so much help 
from my teammates- 
.They nurtured me and 
encouraged me as I pro­
gressed along.”

For Harthun, an ad­

ministrative assistant for 
a Northville accounting 
firm, playing roller der­
by has opened a new 
door.

Raising her two sons, 
now ages 19 and 21 and in 
college, Harthun enjoyed 
actively volunteering in 
their schools, for their 
sports teams and for the 
local community. As they 
grew older, “I was need­
ed less and I sort of be­
came at odds with my­
self. I needed something, 
but I didn’t know what. I 
kind of challenged my­
self to do something that 
scared me,” she said.

That is how in 2014, at 
age 46, Harthun found 
herself attending the 
Detroit Roller Derby 
Derby U., an event de­
signed to introduce roller 
derby to a new crop of 
potential players.

“I did not only learn 
how to skate, but also 
how to play derby. My 
family thought that I was 
crazy to attempt this at 
my age, as well as it be­
ing my first ever contact 
sport. But I was looking 
for a challenge. I began 
my derby journey when 
most people retire from 
it,” Harthun said.

While the playing the 
sport has been personally 
rewarding, equally re­
warding is the opportuni­
ty to participate in the 
fundraising and commu­
nity outreach activities 
that are an integral part 
of the Detroit Roller 
Derby League, she said.

The way Harthun sees 
it, it is just one more way 
that roller derby is 
brightening the lives of 
those connected to it. 
“Roller derby really is 
special,” she said.

As Goldberg said, “It 
is not like anything else 
other people do.”

To purchase tickets for the 
Detroit Roller Derby League 
match-up Dec. 17 between the 
Detroit Pistoffs and the D-Funk 
All-Stars, go to
www.brownpapertickets.com.
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Travelers explore hidden gems of Balkans

1AY YOUNG
Jay and Linnea Young pose w ith  an employee, dressed in traditional costume, at a famous 
gingerbread bakery near Lake Bled, Slovenia. She has just finished decorating a large cookie 
celebrating the Youngs' anniversary.

Jay Young
Correspondent

Question: What do 
Melania Trump, “Shark 
Tank” entrepreneur Rob­
ert Herjavec and “Game 
of Thrones” have in com­
mon? The answer begins 
in the Republic of Slove­
nia, the birthplace of the 
future first lady of the 
United States.

We recently returned 
from a three-week trip 
with Grand Circle Cruise 
Line, starting in the tiny 
country of Slovenia, 
which achieved its inde­
pendence from Yugo­
slavia in 1991. About half 
the size of Switzerland, 
Slovenia borders Italy 
and Austria on its north 
and west, and Croatia and 
Hungary to the east and 
south. It is an intriguing 
mixture of the best of 
those cultures.

Landing in the capital 
of Ljubljana, we visited 
its fascinating mix of 
churches, museums and 
public markets before 
traveling about 20 miles 
to beautiful Lake Bled, 
Slovenia's leading moun­
tain resort. Situated in the 
Julian Alps, the area 
encompasses sweeping 
alpine panoramas, a fairy 
tale island located in the 
center of the lake and a 
popular spot for wed­
dings, a cliff-hanging 
medieval castle and a 
four-mile promenade 
around the lake.

In day trips from Bled 
we visited Postojna Cave, 
the country's most fam­
ous natural attraction 
with its endless display of 
stalagmites and stalac­
tites, and the 13th century 
Predjama Castle, which 
served as a stronghold 
for robber barons 
throughout its fascinating 
history.

Our next stop was 
Zagreb, the capital and 
largest city of Croatia and 
home country of Robert 
Herjavec's immigrant 
parents. Zagreb is a city 
with a rich history dating 
from Roman times. Our

tour included medieval 
landmarks, such as the 
Cathedral of the Assump­
tion, a colorful open-air 
market called Dolac and 
the Museum of Naive Art, 
displaying artworks by 
untrained peasants.

A day trip from Za­
greb led us to the lovely 
Baroque city of Varazdin, 
a former capital of Croa­
tia and home to several 
aristocratic families who 
built magnificent palaces 
and churches there. They 
later contributed furnish­
ings to its centerpiece, a 
moated castle, which now 
serves as a museum.

From Zagreb we trav­
eled south to Plitvice 
Lakes National Park, the 
largest national park in 
Croatia and one of the 
oldest in southeast 
Europe. Founded in 1949, 
over one million visitors 
each year come to view 
waterfalls and 16 inter­
connected lakes, which 
range in color from tur­
quoise to green, grey or 
blue, depending on the

mineral content of the 
water.

Arriving at Split, we 
embarked on our Grand 
Circle Cruise Line ship, 
the Athena, which would 
take us down the Adriatic 
coast to several Croatian 
islands, Montenegro, 
Albania and Greece.

Split is the second 
largest city of Croatia and 
largest port on the Dal­
matian coast. Dating 
from the 4th century BC, 
when it was founded by 
Greeks, it has seen many 
rulers including the Ro­
mans, Byzantines, Vene­
tians, Ottomans, French 
and Habsburgs. Split is 
best known today as the 
site of the huge Imperial 
Palace of the Roman 
Emperor Diocletian. 
Occupied from 300-313 
AD by Diocletian, a Cro­
atian native, the palace is 
built like a fortress with 
walls running 590 feet by 
705 feet. Ironically, al­
though Diocletian was a 
great persecutor of Chris­
tians, his Temple of Jupi­

ter was later converted 
into a Christian baptis­
tery and his mausoleum 
became a cathedral.

That night we set sail 
for our first Dalmatian 
island - Hvar. Blessed 
with having a large fertile 
coastal plain and fresh 
water springs, its hill­
sides are covered in pine 
forests, vineyards, olive 
groves, fruit orchards 
and lavender fields. 
Unique to the island are 
stone walls defining agri­
cultural field divisions of 
the Stari Grad Plain, now 
a UNESCO World Heri­
tage Site.

Our next stop was the 
island of Korcula, reput­
ed to be the birthplace of 
Marco Polo. The most 
populous Croatian island 
not connected to the 
mainland by a bridge, we 
learned it was ruled for 
centuries by the powerful 
city-state of Venice and is 
today known for ship 
building and fishing.

Our next destination 
was the grand city of

Dubrovnik. Regarded as 
one of the world's most 
exquisite walled cities, it 
is one of the most promi­
nent tourist destinations 
on the Adriatic Sea and 
the setting for the “Game 
of Thrones” HBO TV 
series.

Dubrovnik's character 
reflects its storied past as 
an independent city-state 
called Regusa, whose 
fleet of ships carried 
trade between much of 
Europe and the Middle 
East. Although demilita­
rized to protect it from 
war in 1991, it was be­
sieged by Serb and Mon­
tenegrin soldiers for 
seven months and suf­
fered significant damage 
from shelling. Under 
UNESCO supervision, 
Dubrovnik was repaired 
with amazing speed and 
the only visible remind­
ers of the war are pock 
marked bullet holes in 
some structures and new 
bright orange roof tiles.

The next morning we 
cruised into beautiful 
Kotor Bay, Montenegro. 
One of the youngest re­
publics in Europe, (it 
achieved independence 
from Serbia in 2006), 
Montenegro is even more 
of a crossroads of cul­
tures than Croatia. The 
result is a unique nation 
of rugged beauty with an 
historic linkage to Serbia 
that defies many of the 
preconceived notions of 
the Balkans.

The highlight of our 
visit was a boat trip to a 
beautiful baroque church, 
Our Lady of the Rocks, 
situated on a manmade 
island in the middle of the 
bay. My wife and I re­
newed our wedding vows 
in this gorgeous place on 
our 45th wedding anni­
versary -  truly a memo­
rable event.

If Montenegro was 
magical, our next stop, 
Saranda, Albania was 
sobering. Saddled with a 
paranoid Communist 
government, the country 
was isolated from the 
international community

from 1945-1985. During 
that time, under dictator 
Enver Hoxha, hundreds 
of mosques and Islamic 
libraries as well as Chris­
tian churches were de­
stroyed and the country 
was proclaimed the 
“world’s first atheist 
state.” A sad reminder of 
those days is the 750,000 
concrete bunkers scat­
tered throughout the 
country in preparation 
for an imaginary invasion 
that never came.

Our next port of call 
was the Greek island of 
Corfu and an excursion to 
Achillion Palace, the 
magnificent villa and 
gardens built by Eliza­
beth, Empress of Austria 
in 1890. A popular figure, 
she retreated to Corfu to 
escape the constraints of 
court life in Vienna and 
immersed herself in the 
world of the ancient 
Greeks. Tragically she 
was assassinated by an 
anarchist in 1898.

Our last stop before 
passing through the Cor­
inth canal and disembark­
ing at the port of Athens 
was the ruins at Delphi. 
Thought to be the center 
of the earth by the an­
cient Greeks, the Oracle 
at Delphi was often con­
sulted before important 
decisions were made and 
contained treasuries built 
by the great societies of 
the day to honor Apollo 
and other Greek gods.
The nearby museum 
contains unmatched hold­
ings, including the bronze 
sculpture of the Chario­
teer.

Like the puzzle we 
started with, during this 
trip we put together 
pieces of history, culture, 
natural wonders and 
delightful people we 
didn’t know existed, as we 
discovered the hidden 
gems of the Dalmatian 
coast.

Canton resident Jay Young is 
former director o f Community 
Services for the Livonia Public 
Schools.

A U T Y  SH IN E
D EC EM B ER  

SATURDAY SPECIALS
Fillers
• Botox®............. $9 per unit
• Juvederm®..... $450 per 0.8 ml
• Restylane-L®......$450 per 1 ml
• Radiesse®......$540 per 0.8 ml

Rhinoplasty -  special discount

Offer valid the first three Saturdays in December. 
Not applicable with other offers.

HENRY FORD CENTER FOR COSMETIC SURGERY Your beauty isn't skin 

deep, neither is our expertise. That's why we've brought together a team 

of board-certified, highly trained physicians. All to give you personalized 

cosmetic solutions to let your true beauty shine. Let us find the best 

treatment to fit your unique needs. Learn more today. 

HenryFord.com/ccs (844) HF-COSMETIC (432-6763)
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How to protect your family members from scams
Jay Grossman
hometownlife.com

Nobody wants to lose 
their retirement nest egg 
to a con artist, yet it 
happens all the time.

According to the Na­
tional Council on Aging, 
approximately five mil­
lion older Americans are 
abused every year and 
the annual loss by vic­
tims of financial abuse is 
estimated to be at least 
$2.6 billion. Nor is it a 
problem that’s going 
away anytime soon, as an 
average of 10,000 baby 
boomers turn 65 years 
old every day.

Carol Guyton, a senior 
vice president with Bank

of America, is something 
of an expert when it

comes to 
spotting 
scams 
involving 
the elder­
ly. Guyton 
has
worked 32 
years in 
the bank­

ing industry, mostly in 
the consumer area. Here 
are some tips and warn­
ing signs she provides to 
customers to avoid being 
the next victim:

Q: What are the most 
common scams and 
fraud risks that older 
customers face?

Guyton: The most 
common scams prey on 
people's trust. It could be 
a con artist who tells the 
person they owe a large 
sum of money and the 
con artist is willing to 
work with the person if 
they will make a “good 
faith” payment by with­
drawing funds from 
their bank account. An­
other scam is getting the 
victim to wire or send 
money on the pretext 
that the person's child or 
another relative is in the 
hospital and needs the 
money. Also, money is 
solicited for fake char­
ities. This often occurs 
after natural disasters.

Q: Is there a specific 
time of year this fraud 
is more frequent?

Guyton: No, these 
types of scams are active 
year-round.

Q: What systems and 
safeguards are in place 
to protect elder cus­
tomer's accounts from 
unauthorized access?

Guyton: Bank employ­
ees are trained to recog­
nize “red flags” such as:

» Sudden changes in a 
client's bank accounts or 
banking practices.

» Withdrawals of 
unusual or unexplained 
large sums of money.

» Changes in a client’s 
behavior.

Guyton
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CHARLES J. “CHUCK” Age
87 of Dallas, Georgia, formerly 
of Dexter, Greensboro, GA and 
longtime resident of Northville, 
passed away on November 29, 
2016. He was born June 29, 
1929 in Saginaw, Michigan. 
Son of Charles L. Weatherred 
and Clare Estelle Robinson. He 
graduated from Highland Park 
High School Class of 1947.
He Married Patricia Butterfield 
in 1950. Chuck served with 
the US Navy Reserve from 
1947-1951 joined the US 
Army in 1951 where he 
served in the 10th Infantry 
Division Ft. Riley Kansas until 
1955. Chuck also worked 
for Chrysler Missile Division, 
and Bendix Areospace 
Systems Division. While at 
Bendix, He was the Director 
of the Apollo Lunar Surface 
Experimentation Package 
(ALSEP) program to provide 
the lunar surface experiments 
placed on the moon during 
the Apollo missions. Chuck 
married Patricia L. Mckenna 
on October 7, 1961. They built 
a home in Northville where 
they raised their family. After 
the Apollo Missions, Chuck 
became the Director of North 
American Operations for 
General Motors Truck and Bus 
and retired from GM in 1995. 
He and Pat built homes in 
Dexter and Greensboro GA. 
Chuck enjoyed playing golf 
daily, either at The Ann Arbor 
Hills Country Club or Reynolds 
Plantation in GA. He and Pat 
enjoyed traveling, cooking, 
and spending time with 
family and friends until Pat 
was diagnosed with cancer 
and died in 2000. They were 
married for 39 years. Chuck 
attended a Montgomery Hills 
Jr. High School reunion in 
2002 and reconnected with 
fellow classmate Jacquelyn 
Lusby. They discovered that 
their spouses passed away 
within days of each other 
They fell in love and married 
on July 21,2003. They were 
married for 12 years, spending 
time traveling and visiting 
with friends and family. They 
eventually settled in Florida 
where Chuck cared for Jackie 
during her long battle with 
Alzheimer’s. Jackie passed 
away 05-02-2016. Charles is 
survived by his loving children, 
Linda (Michael) Knight,
David (Lea) Weatherred, 
Michael Weatherred, Kathy 
(Fred) Meyer, Tracey (Greg) 
Clarkson and Lisa Cebula; his 
grandchildren, Jason(Hannah), 
Sara, Julie (Brad), Joshua 
(Katreen), Jessica (David),
Kyle, Jenny, McKenna, Collin, 
Steven, and Mackenzie; 
his great-grandchildren,
Isaac, Naomi, Justus, Olivia, 
Isabelle, Emi, and one on 
the way. He is also survived 
by three step-children and 
their nine grandchildren and 
seven great grandchildren. 
Chuck was preceded in 
death by his wives Patricia 
L. Weatherred, Jacquelyn 
Weatherred and Patricia Smith, 
his parents, his step-father 
Paul Miller and Sister Virginia 
Pacific. Visitation will be held 
Thursday, December 15 from 
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. A 
Funeral Service will be held 
Friday, December 16, 2016 
at 11:00 a.m. at Casterline 
Funeral Home, 122 W. Dunlap, 
Northville. Dr. Rev Douglas 
Vernon from First United 
Methodist Church of Northville 
will officiate the service. Mr. 
Weatherred will be laid to 
rest at Glen Eden Memorial 
Park in Livonia. Memorial 
contributions would be 
appreciated to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 25200 Telegraph 
Rd., Ste. 100, Southfield,
MI. 48033-7443 or Michigan 
Parkinson’s Foundation,
30400 Telegraph Rd., Ste. 150 
Bingham Farms, MI 48025 

casterlinefuneralhom e.com

F L A N IG A N
PATRICIA April 18, 1930 - 
December 1 ,2016 
obriensullivanfuneralhome.com

JOANNE formerly of South 
Lyon, Michigan passed away 
after losing her three year 
battle with cancer. She died 
peacefully after multiple visits 
with family. She was preceded 
in death by her husband of 
56 years, Gerald A. Gorman 
and three siblings. She was 
the first born of seven children 
to Eugene J. Hallman and 
Marion L. (Kurtz) Hallman 
of Detroit, Ml. Joanne was 
survived by her five children: 
Michael Leonard (Kelli) of 
Pearland, TX; Patrick Eugene 
(Janet) of South Lyon, Ml;
Keith Edmund (Amy) of 
Parrish, FL; Barbara Ziegler of 
Troutman, NC; Daniel Joseph 
(Kimberly) of Chelsea, Ml. Also 
surviving are three sisters, 
nine grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren. Joanne 
was a retired Fraudulent 
Check Investigator for Meijer, 
Inc. At the time of retirement, 
she was responsible for six 
stores in six counties. Upon 
retirement, she moved with 
her husband to Bonifay, FL. In 
Bonifay, she enjoyed playing 
golf and working on her 
favorite pastime, researching 
family genealogy. She 
acquired volumes of articles 
and pictures, which she then 
compiled into a chronological 
family history dating back to 
the 9th century. Her greatest 
joys were traveling the country 
and actively participating in 
her family’s growth. A visitation 
will be held for family and 
friends at her son’s church, 
Faith Baptist Church, 4030 
Kalmbach Rd., Chelsea, MI, 
on Wednesday, 14-December, 
from 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
A memorial service will also 
be held at the same location 
on Thursday, 15-December, 
at 11:00 a.m. which will then 
be followed by a luncheon. 
Joanne’s final resting place will 
be with her husband at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, in 
Holly, MI. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to 
Great Lakes Caring Hospice 
Foundation, in memory of 
Joanne Gorman, 900 Cooper 
St., Jackson, MI. 49202 
(www.greatlakescaring.com). 
Please feel free to sign the 
on-line guest book and leave 
messages for the family at 

w ww .phillipsfuneral.com

S N Y D E R

ROBERT G. Age 67, of
South Lyon, Michigan, passed 
away December 10, 2016, 
after a recent illness. He was 
born December 20, 1948 
in Sandusky, Ohio, son of 
the late Gordon Snyder and 
survived by Mary (Naples- 
Snyder) Francisco. He was a 
UAW Retiree of Ford Motor 
Company in Lorain, OH, and 
avid bowler in earlier years. 
Robert is survived by his loving 
wife of 35 years, Rebecca; 
his daughters: Carolyn and 
Tiffany, son: Joseph, and 
granddaughter: Kendall; 
step-siblings: Tom and Wilma 
McFadden, Carole Chaney, 
and in-law-siblings: Susan and 
William Kuchik.

w ww .phillipsfuneral.com

S Q U I R E
LAWRENCE May 9, 1941 - 
November 28, 2016 
obriensullivanfuneralhome.com

R A Y M O
ANGELA July 24, 1924 - 
November 28, 2016 
obriensullivanfuneralhome.com

away at Beacon Square 
Assisted Living in Northville 
on December 7, 2016. She 
was 93 years old. Born 
January 19, 1923 in Monroe,
MI she was the daughter of 
Tina and Edgar Stadelman. 
Geraldine attended Monroe 
schools and Graduated from 
Monroe High in 1940. She was 
active in all school activities 
including accompanying the 
glee clubs and the soloists, 
and voice. She was the Editor 
of the school newspaper the 
Lotus Leaf, and the Senior 
Yearbook. She also graduated 
valedictorian of her class. She 
was a graduate of University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor in 
1944, where she was active in 
campus activities, Chi Omega 
sorority, two honor societies: 
Wyvern and Motor Board.
She served as Personnel 
Administrator of the Women's 
League activities. She was 
Secretary of Senior Class 
and graduated with honors,
BA degree. Geraldine was 
founder, owner and operator 
of Record and Gift shops 
at Stadelman furniture, in 
Monroe, for many years. She 
married LeRoy Gray, of Ann 
Arbor, on November 8th,
1952 they spent 49 years 
together until he passed away 
on November 9, 2001. She 
was also preceded in death 
by her parents as well as 
her sister, Betty. Geraldine 
is survived by her daughter 
and son-in-law, Christine 
E. Szelap and Edmund 
Szelap; two grandchildren, 
Ryan Heffernan and his 
wife Katrina, and Brandon 
Heffernan. As per request, 
there will be no viewing or 
service. Entombment will be at 
Roselawn cemetery in LaSalle 
in the family mausoleum. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions 
should be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

W IE S E
PAULINE A resident of 
Commerce Township, passed 
away in the care of her loving 
family on December 11,2016 
at the age of 82. She was 
preceded in death by Jerry, her 
beloved husband of 57 years. 
Pauline is survived by her 
sons, Michael, Bruce (Sally), 
Steven (Lisa); grandchildren, 
Ryan (Amy), Lauren, Jeremy, 
Emily, Elizabeth; great­
grandchild, Winnie; sister,
Carol Olson; brother, Gary 
Brasseur; nieces, nephews, 
extended family and friends. 
Visitation will be held at Lynch 
& Sons Funeral Home, 404 E. 
Liberty St., Milford, on Friday, 
December 16, 2016 from 5-8 
p.m. with a Rosary at 7 p.m..
A Funeral Mass will be held 
at St. Mary Our Lady of the 
Snows Catholic Church, 1955 
E. Commerce Rd., Milford, on 
Saturday, December 17, 2016 
at 12:30 p.m. with the Rev. Fr. 
John Budde to officiate. Burial 
at Milford Memorial Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made in her name to the: 
Farmington Community Band 
or U of M Cancer Research.
For further information phone 
248.684.6645.

FRANK JOSEPH age 70, a
longtime resident of Milford, 
died at his home on December 
10, 2016. He is survived by his 
loving wife of forty five years, 
Marsha Wisz; his daughter,
Lori Barnhart; sisters, Dorothy 
(Grat) Riffe, Bonnie Wisz,
Lynn (Jerome) Killian, brother, 
Jeff (Brenda) Wisz. He also 
leaves many extended family 
members and many dear 
friends, including those from 
Chrysler and BOGUS Golf 
League. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Frank 
and Martha Wisz and sister, 
Patricia (Thomas) Patrick. A 
Funeral Service will be held at 
Lynch & Sons Funeral Home, 
404 E. Liberty St., Milford 
on Thursday, December 15, 
2016 at 5 p.m., with visitation 
beginning on Thursday 
from 1 p.m. until the time 
of the service. Interment of 
ashes, Great Lakes National 
Cemetery, Holly, Monday, 
December 19 at 9:30 a.m. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made in his name to the 
National Kidney Foundation,
30 East 33rd St., New York, NY 
10016. For further information 
phone Lynch & Sons, Milford 
at 248-684-6645 or visit 
w w w .LynchFuneralDirectors.com

J A M E S
KEVIN Age 50, passed 
away December 10, 2016.
He was born November 30, 
1966 in Pontiac, son of Leroy 
and the late Shirley James. 
Kevin is survived by his father, 
Leroy; his children: Regina 
(Bill) Powell, Kevin James 
Jr., and Jeffery James; his 
eight grandchildren: Layla, 
Stella, Landon, Aja, Kevin III, 
Aerilyn, Evelyn, and Jayden.
He is also survived by his 
siblings: Cheryl James, Debbie 
Lechnyr, Ronnie (Wendy) 
James, and Clayton James.
He was preceded in death by 
his mother, Shirley James. A 
funeral service will be held 
on Friday, December 16 at 
11:00a.m. with the family 
receiving friends beginning 
at 10:00a.m. at New Hudson 
United Methodist Church, 
56730 Grand River Ave, New 
Hudson, Michigan

w ww .phillipsfuneral.com

J E F F E R I E S
BARBARA A. Age 64, passed 
away December 12, 2016. 
Barbara is survived by her 
children: Rachael (Steve) 
Showerman, Heather (Jeff) 
Moore, Christopher (Mandi) 
and Zachary; grandchildren: 
Grace, Ella, Tess, Hope, Elyse, 
Daphne and Colton; brothers 
Ron West and Tim Alban; 
sisters: Ann Sulisz, Peggy 
Waverick, Kathy Folsom and 
Gayle LaMagna. A visitation 
will be held on Wednesday, 
December 14, 2:00-7:00p.m. 
at Phillips Funeral Home. Mass 
of Christian Burial will take 
place at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, Thursday, December 
15, 11:00a.m. In lieu of flowers 
memorials may be made to 
Active Faith.

w ww .phillipsfuneral.com

» New signers are 
added or new joint ac­
counts are opened.

» Confusion about 
account balances or ac­
tivity or claim that some 
property is suddenly 
missing.

Q: What are the signs 
that loved ones or fam­
ily members should 
look for th at may in­
dicate an elderly person 
is a target of fraud?

Guyton: I have per­
sonal experience in this 
area. I tell families when 
an elderly person is sud­
denly very close and 
trusting with individuals 
the family doesn't know 
or are not comfortable 
with, this is a huge warn­
ing sign. An example 
could be new neighbors 
or someone they've has 
met over the phone. I 
would encourage those 
with elderly family 
members to carefully 
observe and ask ques­
tions about who they talk 
to on the phone and 
whether they've re-

ceived any visitors.
Be sure to let the per­

son know you are only 
asking to make sure 
everything is in order. 
Also, if the relationship 
is close enough and ap­
plicable, ask to browse 
checkbooks and bank 
statements from time-to- 
time.

Q: What are some of the 
more popular scams?

Guyton: Financial 
scams involving Medi­
care or health insurance 
... online counterfeit 
prescription drugs ...fu­
neral and cemetery 
scams ... investment 
schemes ... reverse mort­
gage schemes ... and, of 
course, lottery or sweep­
stakes scams. Unfortu­
nately, it's a growing list.

For more information on how 
to avoid scams against seniors, 
go to the National Council on 
Aging's Savvy Savings Seniors 
page.

jgrossman@hometownlife.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: @BhmEccentric
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Vietnam veterans' rifle salute.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

World War II veterans Gene Overholt and Charles Minthorn 
stand for the opening prayer.

Pearl Harbor 
remembered in 

Plymouth ceremony
Darrell Clem

hometownlife.com

World War II veteran 
Charles Minthorn still 
remembers the wreck­
age of U.S. ships after 
the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor that cata­
pulted the United States 
into war.

Minthorn, a Plymouth 
resident, worked at the 
U.S. Naval Hospital in 
Pearl Harbor and oper­
ated small boats during 
his service in 1943-45. On 
a cold day marking the 
75th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Minthorn fought back 
tears when asked why he 
came to a ceremony at 
the Plymouth Communi­
ty Veterans Memorial 
Park.

“I came here because 
it's my duty,” he said.

Not far away, U.S. 
Army veteran Gene 
Overholt recalled serv­
ing in France, Belgium, 
Germany and the Nether­
lands as a communica­
tions soldier relaying 
information from combat 
zones to military head­
quarters. He was still in 
high school when he got a 
draft notice that ulti­
mately landed him in the 
Battle of the Bulge.

His service in World 
War II forever changed 
his life. He spent four 
years at war and got out 
in 1946.

“It made a man out of 
a boy pretty quick,” said 
Overholt, a Plymouth 
resident. “It was a life 
change.”

Minthorn and Over­
holt were among a group 
of Plymouth-Canton area 
veterans and their sup­
porters who paid tribute 
to those who served, 
suffered injuries and 
died at Pearl Harbor.

Don Dignan, chaplain

of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter 528, 
said a prayer as a U.S. 
flag flapped in the wind.

“War is not what we 
seek,” Dignan said. 
“Peace on Earth is a val­
ued quest for all man­
kind.”

Yet, he and others 
know there are times 
when war is inevitable — 
and the attack on Pearl 
Harbor ushered in one of 
those times.

“War was unavoid­
able,” said Steve Mona­
ghan, who was a flight 
officer in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in Vietnam. “Free­
dom was threatened.”

Deborah Davis, regent 
for the Daughters of the 
American Revolution's 
Sarah Ann Cochrane 
Chapter, read a prayer 
poem and said it was 
common during World 
War II for people to car­
ry wartime poems with 
them. She read one and 
spoke of the sinking of 
the USS Arizona and 
those who died on it.

During the solemn 
ceremony, the crowd said 
the Pledge of Allegiance, 
sang “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” and listened as 
Monaghan made mention 
of those who became 
prisoners of war or who 
were missing in action 
during war. Some veter­
ans laid wreaths at the 
memorial while others 
fired a rifle salute. A lone 
trumpeter played “Taps.”

In addition to the VFW 
Post 528 and the DAR 
chapter, other groups 
participating in the cere­
mony included the Veter­
ans of Foreign Wars Post 
6695 and the Plymouth 
Passage-Gayde Amer­
ican Legion Post 391.

dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS
Local student studying in 
Ireland

Bailey Fowler, daughter of 
Colleen and Blaine Fowler of 
Northville, is studying in Ire­
land during fall semester 2016 
through the Center for Global 
Education at the College of St. 
Benedict in St. Joseph, Minn., 
and St. John's University in 
Collegeville, Minn.. Fowler is a 
junior elementary education 
major at CSB.

The Galway program gives 
students an opportunity to 
explore the history, culture, 
literature and religion of Ire­
land. While students are ex­
posed to Gaelic as a living 
language, courses are taught in 
English. The focus is on a 
structured curriculum, leaving 
room for the exploration of 
unique opportunities presented 
by the intellectual and cultural 
resources of Ireland. Located 
in Spiddal, a rural village out-

side of Galway, students are 
housed in cottages at the Park 
Lodge, a family-run institution. 
Christi Siver, associate profes­
sor of political science at CSB 
and SJU, is director of the 
program for fall 2016.

Earns a doctorate
Megan Marie Wallen of 

Novi has successfully complet­
ed her doctoral program and 
been awarded a Ph.D. in biolo­
gy at Georgetown University

in Washington, D.C. She is a 
2006 Novi High School gradu­
ate and a 2010 University of 
Michigan graduate. Wallen has 
completed extensive research 
projects in Ghana, Kenya, 
Australia and Chesapeake Bay, 
Va.

In addition, Wllen has re­
ceived awards and grants from 
numerous institutions, includ­
ing the National Aquarium in 
Baltimore, the American Soci­
ety of Mammalogists, the 2014

Marine Mammal Symposium 
and the 2016 Georgetown Biol­
ogy Department Outstanding 
Graduate Student.

Wallen currently resides in 
Washington, D.C.

Enrolled
Northville residents April 

Thomas, Emily Fitzgerald and 
Julie Vu are enrolled at Kent 
State University. Vu is enrolled 
in the university's Honors 
College.

Your Invitation to

Whitmore Lake Highland
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

10774 Nine M ile Road 
Rev. M. Lee Taylor •  449-2582

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 
Worship, 11:00 a .m .&  6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 p.m.

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, H ig h land

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5364 | HolySpiritHighland.com 
The Holy Spirit is Here - C o m e  H om e 

_____ AW are Welcome!______

Novi

BRIGHTMOOR
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
40800 W, 13 Milt Road, Hovi 
cm th e  c o m e f  o f  M  - 5 &  W  1 5 „

Sundays 9:15a £r l H 5 a i
www, brightmQQrcc.org!
t o m d h i r q  fo r  Ih e  e n tire  fam i.yg

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH
24505 Meadowbrook Rd., Novi, M\ 48315 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (English) & 6:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a m.& 12:30 p.m. g  

Fr. Didier Kutshienza, Pastor 

Fr. Beto Espinoza, Associate |  
Parish Office: 248-349-8841.www;holyfamilynovi.org

Milford

T O  S a in t  G e o r g e ’ s
(an Episcopal Community) 

“God Loves You. No Exceptions!” 
Communion 8am & 10am, Sundays 
1 Nursery, Sunday School 10am 

stgeorgesmilford.org 
801 E. Commerce Street, Milford 48381

F IR S T  BAPTIST OF M ILFORD
VISITORS WELCOME!

133 Detroit St., Miford • 248-684-56% 
Pastor Steve Swayze

SundaySchoo\ (al\ ages) 9:30 a.m. • SundayWorship -11am. 
Wednesdays,6:45-8:15p.m.

Awana, 3 yrs old thru 5th grade (Sept.-March) 
and Youth Group for 6th grade and older 

Website: milford baptist.org

OAKPOINTE milford
CHURCH

1250 South Hill Rd.
(248) 685-3560 p

www.opcmilford.org :
Contemporary Worship Service: ;

8:30,10:15, and 11:45. 1

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Preschool, Pre-K& Kdg. - Mo. Synod

620 General Motors Rd., Milford 
Church office: (248) 684-0895 

Worship Services:
Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

B\b\e Study: at 9:45
LQ-0000293176 Rev. Martin Dressier

MILFORD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Bryant Anderson 
238 N. Main Street Milford M\ (248 684-2805 

www.milfordpc.org s
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. !

Sunday School age 3 thru 5th grade @ 10 a.m.: i 
Youth Group 10 am - Grades 6-12 i

A heritage of area worship since 1836 l

Milford United 
Methodist Church

1200 Atlantic St., Milford, MI 48381 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 6:00 pm 
Childrens Church: 9:40 am 

Sunday School for all ayes: 10:30am 
G roups for Children, Youth an d  Adults

248-684-2798
m ilfordum c.net

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

44400 W. 10 Mile., Novi, 248-349-2345 
1/2 mile west of Novi Rd.

www.faithcommunity-novi.org ' 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL -1 0  AM|

“Children, Youth and Adult Ministries" ■.

MEADOWBROOK 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

21355 Meadowbrook Rd. in Novi at 8 V2 Mile 
243-348-7757 • www.mbccc.org 

Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Senior Minister
LQ-0000267129

ST. JAMES ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

NOVI
46325 10 Mile Rd. •  Novi, M\ 48314 

| Saturday 5 :00 p.m.
Sunday 8 ,9 :30  & 1 1 :3 0  a.m.

M sgr John Kasza, Pastor 
\ Parish O ffce : 341-1118

D

HO LYCRO SS EPISCOPAL
40100 W. Ten Mie Rd. 248-427-1175

Dec. 17 B lu e  Christmas @ 1 1 :30am 
Dec. 24 Ghristingle @  5pm & 
M idnight M ass @  10:30pm 

Dec. 25 Christmas Service 9am

www.holycrossnovi.org

OAK POINTE CHURCH
50200 W. 10 Mile Road, Novi 

Saturday Worship 5:15 p.m.,
, Sunday 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
• Casual, contemporary service 
\ Phone (248)912-0043 
| www.oakpointe.org

NOVI UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

41671W. Ten M\e Road • Novi, Ml 48375 
Sunday Worship 9:45 a.m.
Rev. June M. Smith, Pastor

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 2 6 5 2  1
w w w .u m c n o v i .c o m  3

Loving God, loving each other and living our core values"

South Lyon

Northville

F IR ST  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 E. Lake (10 Mile) (248)437-2875 

S undayW orsh ip  10:30 a.m. 
Playroom available

Kids/Youth Connection Sundays 6:30 p.m. 
Mid-Week Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Michael Horlocker, Pastor

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURCH
Gathering in Je su s  Name 

52909 10 Mile Rd • South Lyon, Ml 48178 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Mike Ragan, Pastor 

=> 734-347-1983 pastor cell
Old fashioned preach ing KJV

(248) 349 -1 14 4
777 West8Mi\e Road 
(8 Mile andTaftRoad) 

■’  ' ' r '•' ' '  Northville, Michigan

Worship Tmes: September - May 9:15 & 11:00 a.m. 
Memorial Day - Labor Day 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Marsha M. Woolley, Lead Pastor 

www.fumcnorthville.org

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1 3 3  O rc h a rd  D r., N o r th v il le  
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 7:30,9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. ; 
Church 349-2621,School 349-3610 |

Religious Education 349-2559 |
Rev. Denis Theroux, Pastor

The Church of Christ
21860 Pontiac Trail • South Lyon, M\ 48178 

243-437-3585 • www.southlyoncoc.org

9:30 a.m. Sunday School,
10:30 a.m. Praise and Worship 

Wednesday M idweek M inistries 7 p.m.

M atthew  Oliver, M iniste r
LQ-0000300290_______________________________

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

Pastor Terry Nelson

4 3 7 -8 8 1 0  •  4 8 6 -4 3 3 5
Griswold Rd. at 10 MWe 

Worship: 10 a.m.; Sunday School: 10 a.m.;

Our Saviour Apostolic Lutheran Church
54899 8 MWe Rd. at Currie Rd. Northerville, M 48167 

248-374-2268 
Sunday Worship:

Sunday School at 9:45 
10:30 am Fellowship/Coffee 
11:00 am Worship Service 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7 pm 
PastorAndy Whitten 
oursaviouralc.com

Presbyterian
C h u r c h ^ L,rThvi1h

w w w .fp cno rthv ille .o rg
200 E. MAIN ST. AT HUTTON 

Worship, 9:30 am.
Sunday School for aW ages, 10:30 am. 

248-349-10911

Fellowship Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church

22200 Pontiac Trail (S of 9 Mile) 
Sunday Worship @ 9:30 am 

Sunday School @11am 
< Wednesday mid-week programs
; Rev. David Brown, Pastor

248-431-2222 • www.fellowshipepc.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SOUTH LYON

60820 Marjorie Ann St., South Lyon 48178 
Phone: 248-437-2983

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. • Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 
Evening Service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening 7 0  p.m. 
Senior Pastor: Rob Freshour/Assoc.

Website: www.tbcsouthlyon.com 
• Email: fbcsouthlyon@sbcglobal;net

LQ-0000266962_______________________________

Brighton

i ■ ,i -i : .■ ■■ 640 S. Lafayette
(248) 437-0760^1 iD uth lyap, mi

Worship: 8:15am, 10:45am,
E 11:00am &  6:30pm

9:30am Sunday School fo r a l  ages
Rev. Sondra Willobee, Lead Pastor 

southlyonfirstumc.org

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Wisconsin Synod • Reynold Sweet Pkwy. 

at Liberty St.

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m.
AW Classes 9:00

Pastor Scott Miller, (248)437-1651

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH & SCHOOL

www.hsrcc.net
at the corner of Winans Lake & Musch Rd. 

810-231-9199 
Fr. John Rocus, Pastor 

Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Please visit our Shroud of Turin Display and Book& Gift Shop

S h e p h e r d ’s  W a y  
L u th e r a n  C h u rc h ,  E L C A

59255 10 M ile  Rd.
South  Lyon M l 48118  

\ S unday W orsh ip  9 :30 AM 
: Rev. Thom as S che rger
I 2 4 8 -5 13 -1 3 20
\ www.shepherdswaysouthlyon.org

CROSSROADS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

28900 Pontiac Trail • South Lyon 
2 4 8 -4 8 6 -0 4 0 0  

www.ecrossroads.net
Service Times

8:45am, 10:00am & 11:30am
Renewed Hope Counseling Center 

248-560-7507 
^hogecc.ne^

www.fpcsouthlyon.org
LQ-0000266963

Adult Bible Study: 9 a.m
LQ-0000266581 '

http://www.faithcommunity-novi.org
http://www.mbccc.org
http://www.holycrossnovi.org
http://www.oakpointe.org
http://www.umcnovi.com
http://www.fumcnorthville.org
http://www.southlyoncoc.org
http://www.fpcnorthville.org
http://www.fellowshipepc.org
http://www.tbcsouthlyon.com
http://www.hsrcc.net
http://www.shepherdswaysouthlyon.org
http://www.ecrossroads.net
http://www.fpcsouthlyon.org
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The crowd was a little  smaller than usual, due to the weather.

COMPASSION 
TRUMPS SNOW 

AS V IG IL HONORS

CHILDREN BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Candles are lit for the ceremony.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Hugs, after the names o f the children are real, and the 
ceremony ends.

Brad Kadrich
hometownlife.com

Mother Nature made it 
pretty tough, but the 
folks who turned out 
Sunday for the 20th annu­
al Compassionate Friends 
candlelight vigil have 
been through way tough­
er stuff than 10 inches of 
snow.

While the crowd was 
down a little, the occasion 
wasn't dimmed at all as a 
large crowd gathered in 
Plymouth's Kellogg Park 
for the annual vigil that 
honors the memories of 
sons, daughters, broth­
ers, sisters and grand­
children who've left too 
soon.

“The event went well, 
even though the snow 
just kept coming down,” 
said Gail Lafferty of The 
Compassionate Friends, 
Livonia chapter. “It was 
beautiful and the Memo­
ry Trees were exception­
ally pretty with all the 
snow.”

The event was part of 
the 20th annual Compas­
sionate Friends World­
wide Candle Lighting, 
which unites family and 
friends around the globe 
in lighting candles for 
one hour to honor the 
memories of those who 
died at a young age.

Now believed to be the 
largest mass candle­
lighting on the globe, the 
annual Worldwide Candle 
Lighting, a gift to the 
bereavement community 
from The Compassionate 
Friends, creates a virtual

F I S H E R
F U N E R A L H O M E

&  CREMATION SERVICES

M IC H A E L  J. F IS H E R

M an ager  &  O w n e r

T R A D I T I O N A L  S E R V IC E  
A N D  B U R IA L

in c lu d e s  m e ta l casket, 
v ie w in g  &  se rv ice

$3300
Cem etery fees n o t in c lu de d

B A S IC  C R E M A T I O N
in c lu d e s  c re m a t io n  p ro c e s s  

a n d  c o u n ty  p e r m it

$ 6 9 5 *
*$795 fo r  Macomb 

&  W ashtenaw  C ounties

TRA DITIO N AL SERVICE 
W ITH  C R E M A T I O N

in c lu d e s  c a s k e t, 
v ie w in g  &  s e rv ic e

$3200
We can custom ize  a package 

to  m eet y o u r  needs.
• Insurance assignm entaccepted
• State assistance (DHS) welcom ed

2 4501  F iv e  M i le  R o a d  •  R e d fo rd
Between Beech D a ly  and Telegraph

313.535.3030
fisherfuneralhome.net

B ILL  B R ESLER  | STAFF P H O TO G R A PH ER

Compassionate Friends, gathering in Kellogg Park, for the global candle lighting to honor 
children who died too soon.

24-hour wave of light as it 
moves from time zone to 
time zone.

In Plymouth, the event 
usually crowds Kellogg 
Park with hundreds of 
participants. This year, 
the huge snowfall limited 
the crowd to about 100. 
The event included the 
reading of names, in­
cluding Lafferty's own 
son Max. There was poet-

ry and song, and two 
Memory Trees were dec­
orated with ornaments 
dedicated to the children.

“I'm sure the weather 
played a big part in peo­
ple coming,” Lafferty 
said. “We read 730 names 
and there were the same 
amount of ornaments 
split up between the two 
Memory Trees.”

Started in the United

States in 1997 as a small 
Internet observance, the 
event has since swelled in 
numbers as word has 
spread throughout the 
world of the remem­
brance.

Anyone who has lost a 
child, or would simply 
like more information, 
can call 734-778-0800 or 
email tcfcandlelight 
@yahoo.com.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Joe and Shelia Klock look at one of the Memory Trees in 
Kellogg Park. The Klocks were honoring the memory o f their 
son Joseph Klock Jr. They are from Farmington Hills.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Remembering the children w ith  Compassionate Friends.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Remembering Alyssa Temple.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a  public hearing  to receive public 
inpu t on a  variance requested by th e  property owner of 777 Eight Mile Road, Northville, 
Michigan, 48167. The applicant is seeking two variances to erect a  new sign on prem ises 
zoned R1-A F irst Density Residential District, parcel num ber 48-002-99-0001-000. The 
City’s Building Official evaluated the  proposal, and has determ ined th a t  the  m aximum sign 
a rea  allowed for th is  sign is 40 square feet, and  located 10 feet from th e  property  line. The 
applicant is proposing to erect a  sign of 75.53  square feet, and locate the  sign seven feet seven 
inches from th e  property line. Therefore, variances for 35.53 square feet in  a rea  and  two feet 
five inch distance from th e  property line are  needed from Article 21of the  Zoning Ordinance 
to allow erection of th e  new sign.

The public hearing  will be held on W ednesday Ja n u a ry  4, 2017, a t  7:30 p.m. a t  the  City of 
N orthville M unicipal Building, Council Chambers, 215 W est M ain S treet, Northville, Michigan, 
48 16 7 , 248-449-9902. The purpose of th e  public hearing  is to receive public comment on the  
variance request. The variance application is available for review a t  th e  City of Northville 
Building D epartm ent during norm al business hours of 8:00 a.m. u n til 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through  Friday, local prevailing tim e. W ritten  comm ents p erta in in g  to th e  proposed variance 
requests will also be received a t th e  above address.

P ublish : December 15,2016

LO-0000305935 3X3

DOMINIC SILVESTRI, CHAIRPERSON 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE 
NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS 
HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSINGS

The C harte r Township of N orthville Adm inistrative Offices 
will be closed on the  following days in  observance of the 
C hristm as and New Year’s Holidays:

Friday, December 23, 2016 
Monday, December 26. 2016 
Monday, Ja n u a ry  2, 2017

R e s id e n ts  w h o  w is h  to  p a y  p r o p e r t y  ta x e s ,  b e fo r e  
t h e  y e a r - e n d ,  c a n  d o  so u p  u n t i l  c lo s in g  a t 4:30  p .m .,  
F r id a y ,  D e c e m b e r  3 0 , 2016.

P O L I C E  &  F I R E  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V IC E S  W I L L  
R E M A I N  A V A IL A B L E .

Sue A. Hillebrand, Clerk

P ublish : December 15, 2016
LO-0000305745 2x3
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T im e  to  plan th e  p e r fe c t  
H o lid a y  M e a l...

Place your order for your holiday ham, beef 
tenderloin, standing rib or pork crown roast.

Speak with our seafood department 
for a shrimp appetizer or crab pairing.

*
■ ■ s

li'illiU K HLivonian 
(248!477'4323. 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-8 
SUNDAY 9-7

MEAT

Fresh • Local • N atural

Sale valid 12-15-16 thru 12-21-16
While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change.
largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!

N O W  T A K I N G

Fresh All Natural
Pork Crown 

Roast
$ 3 .4 9  lb

save 50*

A lexanders
Homung

Spiral Ham 
$ 2 .9 9  lb

save 50*

Fresh Housemade
City Chicken 

$ 6 . 9 9  lb
save $1.00

IISDA Premium  
Choice Angus
Standing 
Rib Roast
$ 9 . 9 9  ib

save $5.00

Fresh Housemade 
Sausage

Polish or 
Sweet Italian

$ 3 . 9 9  lb
save $1.00

Holiday Hams
Dearborn 
Foil Hams
$ ^ 4 9  lb

save $1.00

USDA Premium

USDA Premium  
Choice Angus

Tenderloin 
$ 1 7 .9 9  lb

save $5.00

W I N E
C E L L A R

Fresh All Natural
Pork Boneless 

Roast
$ 2 . 9 9  lb

Korbel
Brut

$ 9 .9 9  Btl 
Founders
Brewing Co
$7 .9 9  6pk

Clos du Bois
California Select 

Wines
$ 8 .9 9  Btl 

Meomi
Pinot Noir

$ 1 5 .9 9  Btl 
Breckenridge

Christmas Ale 
$19.996pk

save $100

Bells
Two Hearted A les  

W inter White
$7 .99  6 pk

m s Fresh A lN rn ra l 
Choice Angus por|( SirlOill CHOPS

$ 2 4 9  lb

$ 5 . 9 9  lb
save $1.00

save $4.00

Premium Fresh 
All Natural 

Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breast 

$ 1 .9 9  lb
save $2.00

—------ y  y ------w --- -ra

SEAFOOD
Fresh W ild Caught
Cod Fillets 
$ 6 .9 9  lb

Save $2.00

Maryland
Crab Cakes 

$ 4 .9 9  ea

MEAT &  SEAFOOD’S

GROCERY
S z e g e d

H u n g a r ia n
Spice Tines
2/$6
A l e s s i

Dual Salt a Pepper 
Grinder Set

$ 5 .9 9  ea

K i t c h e n  

B a s i c s
Organic 

Cooking Stocks
2/$7

B r e d e

H o r s e r a d i s h
Original, Extra Hot, Beet

$1.79 8.5 oz

H a d d o n  H o u s e
Non Pareil Capers 

16 oz
$ 6 .9 9  ea

All Natural
Cooked Tiger 

Shrimp
31/40Ct

$ 9 . 9 9  ib
Save $6.00

AlasKan Red King
Crab legs

20/24 Ct V

$ 2 2 . 9 9  ib
Save $1.00

El Peel
Shrimp

16 /20  ct

$ 8 .9 9  lb
Save $3.00

North Am erican
lobster Tails

[40Zl
$ 5 . 9 9  ea

Save $2.00

• . \ > v

P&D
Shrimp

16 /20  ct

$ 9 .9 9  lb
Save $3.00

C r o s s  a  

B l a c k w e l l
Cocktail Sauce a  

Zesty Shrimp Sauce
$ 1 .6 9  ea

W ild Caught
Sockeye Salmon

i f

$ 1 0 .9 9  \b
Save $5s.00
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I t’s G ift G iving 
S eason!

Send a  b eau tifu l g o u rm et fru it b ask et filled 
w ith  J o e ’s h ig h  quality  fru it, g o u rm et cheese, 

crackers, Jam &  candy!

Available in  a  v arie ty  o f sizes &  m an y  d ifferen t 
k in d s o f  baskets.

F r e s h  •  L o c a l  • N a t u r a l  c a i i  ° f  v i e w  t h e  b a s k e t s  o n l i n e  a t
w w w .Joesproduce.com

3 3 1 5 2  W . S e ve n  M ile  R oad, L iv o n ia , M l 4 8 1 5 2
2 4 8 .47 7 .4 333

Sale valid 12-15-16 thru 12-21-16 
Hours: Sun 9-7; Mon-Sat 9-8 

While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change.

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area! 
Highest Quality Hand-SelectedFruits and Vegetables
over 1000 Items from Gourmet &Domestic Cheeses to 
Premium Deli Meats & Freshly Made Salads

See the previous page for 
fantastic items from...

PRODUCE
B a g u

Clem entines
£ 5 lb  B o x  ^

$ 4.9 9

' 'C a l i f o r n ia :
Romaine Hearts!
* S 2/$ 4

hot Krakus

C a l i fo r n ia
Broccoli
990 head

W a s h in g to n
Lunch Box
^Apples  

990

DELI
Boar’s  Head

Blueberries 
2/$5 £ 3*6*

Red
Grapefruit

2/$3
Blackberries

2/$5

s M e a t 
S e a fo o d

Organic

Avocados
2/$3
Grape 

Tomatoes

PRICE!
Itldltllo TT AT Jb DUdl b llvdU , 1 B

H a m ’  T a v e r n  H a m

$ 4 . 9 9  lb
save $2.00

Boar s  Head

O v e n g o l d
T u r k e y

$ 7 . 9 9  lb
save $2.00

tJL..,Dearborn

O v e n  R o a s t e d  
T u r k e y

$ 5 . 9 9  lb
save $4.00

$ 6 . 9 9  lb
save $8.00

O ldT ym ei

S w i s s
C h e e s e

$ 4 . 9 9  lb
save $2.00

Ham & Onion

C h e e s e
B a l l

$ 6 . 9 9  ea
save $1.00

K o w alsk i'S ^

H a r d  S a l a m i  

$ 5 . 5 9  lb
save $1.50

Dearborn '

B l a c k  F o r e s t  
H a m

$ 4 . 9 9  lb
save $2.00

OldTyme O

R o a s t  B e e f  &  
C o r n e d  B e e f

$ 5 . 9 9  b
save $4.00

F ie s h  H o m e m a d e

C ity  C h ic k e n

$ 6 .9 9  lb
Save $1.00

P re m iu n  F re sh  
A ll N a tu ra l

B oneless S kin less  
C hicken B reast

$1.99 lb
Save $2.00

S 3  USDA P re m iu m  
C h o ic e  A n g u s

Top S irlo in  Steak

$ 5 .9 9  lb
Save $4.00

4 FINE CHEESES

P r a i r i e  .B r e e z e  C o m t e  C h e e s e

$ 1 1 . 9 9  lb $ 1 1 . "  lb
save $4.00 save $4.00

B e e m s t e r
P arad iso Gouda

$ 9.99 lb
save $8.00

F re sh  W ild  C a u g h t

Cod Fillets

$ 6 .9 9  lb
Save $2.00

Everyday GOURMET

n n i i c c D n a  J o e ’s  G o u r m e t  „  „  i d l e  n a p o . , ,  M orton & na sse n

SSL tuEs SO. us?.- 5100 •" 2,46
save $2.00

Buffalo Chicken, 
Artichoke Asiago & 

Spinach Bacon Ranch
save $1.00

C h e f’s  F e a tu r e

H e r b  R o a s t e d  P o r k  w i t h  S w e e t  P o t a t o

C A F E
J o e ’s  F re s h  R o a s te d  W e e k ly  C o f fe e  S p e c ia l

ifucedJfolidâ&oik $7.99 m.*"

G R O C E R Y

M orton & B assett D a r e  B r e t o n  K in g  A r t h u r
A rtisa n  F lour

$ 3 . 9 9  5 lb  

5 0 0  o f f

G u e r n s e y  I c e  C r e a m  &  
I c e  C r e a m  T o p p i n g s

HOT
PRICE!

Holiday Season 
is Right Around the 
Corner...Oh My!

Joe9s Catering 
&  Events!

M i l l e  L a c s  B o x e s  T h o rn to n s  C h o c o la te s
Teddy Bears, Mittens, Trinkets 

& Penguins

$4.99 6.5 oz
Save $1.00

Classic Collection, 
Dark Chocolate Classic & 
M ilk Chocolate Classic

$1.00 off

PASTRY

M i n t  C h o c o l a t e  C h i p  C a k e

6 $ 1 7 . 9 9  8 - $ 2 7 . 9 9

J u m b o  M o u s s e
C u p c a k e s  ( 5 ?

Yellow or Chocolate

$ 2 4 9  ea $ 4 9 9 *

Don’t panic over planning that 

Holiday cocktail party or year end 

corporate event. This is the perfect time to 

appreciate your employees and spend time 

with family and friends.

Visit us at: www.Joesgourmetcatering.com 
and the Knot
LQ-0000298983

WINE CELLAR

Y e llo w  T a il
750 ML Wines
$ 4 . 9 9
All Varietals

Jo s h
W in e s

$ 1 0 . 9 9
btl

D e c o y  S te l la
Cabernet A r to is
Sauvignon

$ 7 . 9 9
$ 1 5 . 9 9  6p k

btl

http://www.Joesproduce.com
http://www.Joesgourmetcatering.com


INSIDE: BOYS BASKETBALL TEAMS START SEASON IN EARNEST, B3
SECTION B (NNNR)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM S P O R T S
BRAD EMONS, EDITOR
BEMONS@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
734-451-1490

WOMEN'S SOCCER

Grand Valley’s Mencotti made almost all her goals
Only national title elude NCAA Division Its top scorer

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

When Grand Valley State had its 
streak of three consecutive NCAA Divi­
sion II women’s soccer titles snapped in 
the championship final earlier this 
month by Western Washington, 3-2, 
Gabriella Mencotti probably took it as 
hard as anybody.

For Mencotti, the nation's leading 
goal scorer for all NCAA divisions with 
29 goals this season, it could have been 
something straight out of Camelot.

But the ride back from Kansas City 
turned out to be a different feeling for 
the junior forward, who played an in­
tegral role both as a sophomore and 
freshman in the Lakers' national cham­
pionship runs.

A 23-2-1 overall record this season 
for the Lakers was certainly nothing to 
be ashamed of. And, in retrospect, Men- 
cotti was proud of her team's effort.

“I think having a couple of days to 
digest the loss was good,” said the 2014 
Northville High graduate and Novi 
resident. “But I think overall, reflecting 
on the season, we had an incredible 
season. A lot of players, especially our 
seniors, had great years and some of 
them even their best years so far. I 
think everyone stepped up and had a 
really good year. And it just happens 
sometimes where the end might not be 
good enough. But overall, it was a good 
experience for us to have. Looking 
back, I think it was a great year, no 
matter what.”

All-America honor
Mencotti, who also recorded 13 as­

sists this season, was recently named 
first team All-America by HERO 
Sports, deservedly so.

“Twenty-nine goals is a pretty re-

See MENCOTTI, Page B5
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Northville graduate and Novi resident Gabriella Mencotti (right) was a goal-scoring machine for 
Grand Valley State.
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Novi senior Siddharda Kareddy was seventh last year in the Division 1 butterfly.

’CATS COULD 
BETTER THIS
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BE EVEN 
SEASON

Novi returns plenty of talent and also welcomes one of nation’s top swimmers

Novi's Camden Murphy is one of the nation's 
top butterfly swimmers.

Brad Emons
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Coming off its best finish in school 
history, the Novi boys swimming and 
diving team could be even better this 
season.

Make that significantly better.
Although the Wildcats lost Area 

Swimmer of the Year Ryan Katulski to 
graduation off last year's squad that 
finished seventh (134 points) in the 
MHSAA Division 1 state finals and set 
seven school records, the outlook looks 
even more promising.

That's because the Wildcats return a 
slew of talented performers and one 
promising newcomer who might be the 
best swimmer in the state in senior 
Camden Murphy, a University of Geor­
gia signee.

“We are looking to have an exciting 
year and improve upon our seventh- 
place finish at last year's state champi­
onships,” Novi coach Brent Pohlonski 
said. “Our boys have been looking for­
ward to this season for a long time and 
they have put in a great year of train-

ing. Almost everyone came back faster 
than they were last year.”

Novi's top returnees include state 
placers Siddhardha Kareddy and Joey 
Berman, both seniors.

Kareddy took seventh in the 100- 
yard butterfly (51.15) after posting a 
school-record time of 50.81 in the pre­
lims, while Berman was ninth in the 100 
backstroke (school record 52.16).

Both were also members of the Wild­
cats' school-record and all-state (top 
eight) 200 medley (sixth, 1:35.21) and 
400 freestyle (eighth, 3:11.71) relay 
teams.

Other key returnees include Philip 
Billiu, a state finalist on three relays, 
and Joel Kotyk, a state qualifier in the 
200 individual medley. Both are seniors.

Other returning state qualifiers 
include juniors Alexander Yuan (200 
freestyle), Max Williams (100 back­
stroke) and Preston Harrell (100 butter­
fly).

Meanwhile, Murphy is more than a 
promising newcomer.

See SW IM M ING, Page B2

Legace hot 
as Wildcats 
take down 
Stevenson
Novi goaltender makes 44 
saves in upset 4-2 triumph

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Manny Legace Jr. is starting to 
carve out his own legacy as a goal- 
tender for the Novi High School 
boys hockey team.

The senior, who served as primar­
ily a backup the past two years, 
continued his stellar early season 
play for the Wildcats as he turned 
away 44 out of 45 shots Friday night 
at Novi Ice Arena in a 
3-2 upset win over 
Livonia Stevenson, 
ranked No. 2 in Divi­
sion 2 and last year's 
MHSAA runner-up.

Legace is the son of 
former NHL goaltend­
er Manny Legace, Legace Jr.
who logged a total of 
347 regular season 
games with the L.A. Kings, Detroit 
Red Wings, St. Louis Blues and Caro­
lina Hurricanes before retiring from 
pro hockey in 2012.

Manny Legace Sr., who was a 
member of the Wings' 2002 Stanley 
Cup champs, now serves as a goal­
tending consultant for the NHL's 
Columbus Blue Jackets and runs 
Detroit Hockey Academy.

“He was here today,” Legace Jr. 
said. “He gives me a lot of advice. I 
wouldn't say I take a lot of his talent, 
but I take a lot of my knowledge 
from him. That's where I get a lot of 
it from.”

Novi, which improved to 4-2-1 
overall and 2-2-1 in the KLAA Cen­
tral Division scored all three of its 
goals in the opening period.

Derek Dubois opened the scoring 
for Novi at 2:05 of the opening peri­
od, when his close-range backhander 
slipped past Stevenson goalie Will 
Tragge. Assists went to Ryan Fonda 
and Anthony Luongo.

But the Spartans answered short­
ly after on a power-play goal from 
senior captain Justin Alton, from 
Kyle Lynch and Alex Walkuski, to 
make it 1-1.

But then the course of the game 
shifted radically, when Stevenson's 
Vince Decina was sent off for a five- 
minute checking from behind penal­
ty at 7:04 of the first.

And the Wildcats made them pay 
with a pair of power-play goals, the

See HOCKEY, Page B4
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BOYS SWIMMING

Northville triumphs over Pinckney to open season
Wildcats win eight events in easy victory

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Despite a season-opening 
128-58 dual meet triumph to 
start the season Dec. 8 at 
home, Northville boys swim­
ming and diving coach Rich 
Bennetts wants to pump the 
brakes.

“Nice to get a win to start 
off the year; they may be hard 
to come by for us this year’’ he 
said. “At this point, we have 
not even been able to really 
break down the races and the 
strategy because, quite frank­
ly, we are so out of shape there 
is really no point to it yet. We

are trying very hard in prac­
tice to get everyone in shape as 
quickly as possible, but when 
you sit around and do nothing 
for the better part of seven 
months, it doesn’t happen over­
night.”

The Mustangs won eight of 
the 12 events, led by Trevor 
Degroot, who captured the 
200-yard individual medley 
(2:08.06) and 100 freestyle 
(51.91). He also teamed with 
Cameron Heaven, Jason Nit- 
kiewicz and Kirk Maibach for 
first in the 200 freestyle relay 
(1:34.20).

Other individual first-place 
finishers for Northville in-

cluded Maibach, 50 freestyle 
(22.67); Thomas Rys, 1-meter 
diving (188.05 points); Nit- 
kiewicz, 500 freestyle (5:13.00); 
and Roman Grossi, 100 breast­
stroke (1:09.85).

Northville’s 200 medley 
relay team of Arthur Greenlee, 
Nikolai Arton, Nitkiewicz and 
Heaven also took first (1:43.91).

Pinckney was led by David 
Turner’s win in the 200 free­
style (1:49.23) and 100 butterfly 
(55.20). He also helped the 
Pirates win the 400 freestyle 
relay (3:40.33). Pinckney’s 
Zach Beckwith also won the 
100 backstroke (1:07.15).

“We will continue to chal­
lenge the boys at practice ev­
ery day and I look forward to 
getting everyone in swimming

shape so I can see what kind of 
team we will have,’ Bennetts 
said. “The divers did a nice job 
tonight and it looks like there 
are two or three freshmen that 
might be able to help us out 
come February. The returning 
team, minus maybe a handful 
of guys, is so out of shape that 
I can’t really get a read on 
them yet. Hopefully, we can 
start to improve dramatically 
once we get in shape.”

DUAL MEET RESULTS 
NORTHVILLE 128, PINCKNEY 58 

Dec. 8  a t N o rth v il le
200 -yard  m e d le y  re lay : 1. Northville (Arthur 

Greenlee, Nikolai Arton, Jason Nitkiewicz, Cameron 
Heaven),1:43.91; 2. Northville (Ali Pazooki, Haotian 
Jiang, John Duan, Craig Maibach), 1:48.22.

200 fre e s ty le : 1. David Turner (P), 1:49.23; 2. 
Nitkiewicz (N), 1:52.49; 3. David Alameddine (N), 
1:57.25.

200 in d iv id u a l m ed le y : 1.Trevor Degroot (N),

2:08.06;2.Duan (N), 2:12.63.
50 fre e s ty le : 1. Maibach (N),22.67;3.Greenlee 

(N),24.10.
1 -m e te r d iv in g : 1. Thomas Rys (N), 188.05 

points; 2. Nolan Thaxton (N), 143.95; 3. Ian Dua (N), 
110.25.

100 b u t te r f ly :  1. Turner (P), 55.20; 2. Nitkiewicz 
(N ) 56.56;3. Pazookki (N),1:00.32.

100 fre e s ty le : 1. Degroot (N), 51.91; 2. Heaven 
(N), 53.55; 3. Jacob Grimmer (N), 55.02.

500 fre e s ty le : 1. Nitkiewicz (N), 5:13.0; 2. 
Alameddine (N), 5:13.17; 3. Nicholas Mouaikel (N), 
5:32.16.

200 fre e s ty le  re lay : 1. Northville (Degroot, 
Heaven, Nitkiewicz, Maibach),1:34.20; 3. Northville 
(Jiang, Grimmer, Taiyo Ichikawa, Grimmer),1:38.42. 

100 b acks troke : 1. Zach Beckwith (P), 1:07.15;
2. Alameddine (N),1:07.48; 3. Curtis Lee (N),1:08.82. 

100 b re a s ts tro ke : 1. Roman Grossi (N),1:09.85;
3. Jimmy Huang (N),1:12.28.

400 fre e s ty le  re lay : 1. Pinckney (Turner, Karl 
Swanson, Zach Jennings, Beckwith), 3:40.33; 2. 
Northville (Alameddine, Ichikawa, Greenlee, Lee), 
3:41.32; 3. Northville (Nick Brown, Grimmer, Mouai- 
kel, Pazooki), 3:49.29.

Dual m e e t  records: Northville, 1 -0 overall; 
Pinckney, 0-1 overall.

bemons@hometownlife.com
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Novi sweeps opponents in double-dual meet
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Novi swept all three relay 
events Friday night and 
brought home to its fans a 
double-dual meet boys swim­
ming and diving victory over 
Okemos, 121-65, and Brighton, 
132-53.

The Wildcats, who im­
proved to 3-0 overall, also got 
individual wins from Brian 
Son, 200-yard freestyle 
(1:50.76); Siddhardha Kareddy, 
50 freestyle (22.85); Joey Ber­
man, 100 butterfly (55.08); and 
Maxwell Williams, 100 back­
stroke (57.67).

The foursome of Berman, 
Joel Kotyk, Preston Harrell 
and Max Robbins captured the 
200 medley relay (1:45.57), 
while Berman, Aexander 
Yuan, Son and Kareddy were 
first in the 200 freestyle relay 
1:32.03.

Novi capped off the meet 
with first in the 400 freestyle 
relay as Stephen Siitari, Ka- 
reddy, Son and Yuan were 
clocked in 3:25.64.

Brighton’s Drew Panzl was 
a double-winner, capturing the 
200 individual medley 
(2:02.00) and 100 breaststroke 
(1:00.90).

Okemos got wins from

Hunter Hollenbeck, 1-meter 
diving (254.80 points), Ewan 
Woolcock, 100 freestyle 
(49.78); and Alexander Eddy, 
500 freestyle (5:12.44).

The next challenge for the 
Wildcats will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday at Bloomfield Hills 
Cranbrook, where they will 
take on the reigning MHSAA 
Division 3 state champions.

DOUBLE-DUAL MEET RESULTS 
Dec. 9 a t  N ovi

TEAM  SCORES: Novi 121, Okemos 65; Novi 132, 
Brighton 53.

FINAL EVENT RESULTS
200 -yard  m e d le y  re la y : 1. Novi (Joey 

Berman, Joel Kotyk, Preston Harrell, Max Robbins), 
1:45.57; 3. Novi (Erik Halboth, Colin Quinn, Maxwell 
Williams, Stephen Siitari), 1:46.95.

200 fre e s ty le : 1. Brian Son (N),1:50.76; 3.

Alexander Yuan (N), 1:51.85.
200 in d iv id u a l m e d le y : 1. Drew Panzl (B), 

2:02.00; 2. Berman (N), 2:03.82; 3. Daniel Chung 
(N), 2:09.06.

50 fre e s ty le : 1. Siddhardha Kareddy (N), 22.85.
1 -m e te r d iv in g : 1. Hunter Hollenbeck (O), 

254.80 points.
100 b u t te r f ly :  1. Berman (N), 55.08; 2. Williams 

(N), 57.17; 3. Minjae Kim (N), 59.06.
100 fre e s ty le : 1. Ewan Woolcock (O), 49.78; 2. 

Kareddy (N), 49.95; 3. Son (N), 51.55.
500 fre e s ty le : 1. Alexander Eddy (O), 5'12.44;

2. Robbins (N ) 5:12.58; 3. Halboth (N), 5:22.27.
200 f re e s ty le  re lay : 1. Novi (Berman, Yuan, 

Son, Kareddy), 1:32.03; 3. Novi (Adam Carozza, 
Harrell, Lucas Quinn, Robbins), 1:37.94.

100 b a cks troke : 1. Williams (N), 57.67; 3. Nitin 
Kinra (N), 1:01.84.

100 b re a s ts tro ke : 1. D. Panzl (B) 1:00.90.
400 f re e s ty le  re lay : 1. Novi (Siitari, Kareddy, 

Son, Yuan), 3:25.64; 3. Novi (Seung Jae You,
Carozza, Williams, Kotyk), 3:32.93.

N o v i's  d u a l m e e t  record : 3-0 overall.

bemons@hometownlife.com
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SWIMMING
Continued from  Page B1

A club swimmer with the 
Kingfish Aquatic in Waterford, 
Murphy owns the national 
age-group record in the 100 
butterfly and recently joined 
the team after capturing the 
USA Swimming Speedo Junior 
Winter Nationals East title 
with a time of 46.84. Murphy 
also was ninth in the 200 but­
terfly (1:46.25).

Pohlonski has a talented 
freshman class to chose from, 
led by Adam Carozza (free­
style-butterfly), Max Robbins 
(freestyle), Seung Jae (Brian) 
You (breaststroke-freestyle) 
and Sam Stefanek (breast­
stroke-freestyle),

“The addition of Camden 
Murphy and our outstanding 
freshman class will, hopefully, 
elevate us to one of the top 
teams in the state,” said Poh­
lonski, whose team is already 
off to a 3-0 start. “Our biggest 
challenge will be replacing our 
two state finalist divers, Jim­
my Ciolli (10th) and Nathan 
Pellerito (12th). We will be 
counting on junior Jack Mc­
Clure to lead a very young 
group of divers and help them 
develop quickly.”

CC's new direction
Former Oakland University 

assistant coach Shawn Kor- 
noelje takes over at Novi De­
troit Catholic Central for Shan­
non Dunworth, who moved to 
Texas.

Although state placer Matt 
Loniewski and state qualifier 
Andrew Campbell graduated, 
Kornoelje inherits a veteran 
squad that finished 11th in the 
Division 1 state meet with 68.5 
points.

“After the last couple of 
weeks, just getting to know the 
kids and watch them train, I 
think we have a really huge 
upside,” Kornoelje said. “My 
goal is to get as many guys 
qualified for the state meet as 
we possibly can and swim as 
fast as we can and see what 
happens.”

CC’s top returnee is junior 
Jonathan Lee, who placed 
fourth in the 100 breaststroke 
(58.10) and sixth in the 200 IM 
(1:54.87) at the state finals

Lee was also a part of CC’s 
eighth-place 200 medley relay 
team (1:36.13) that included 
junior Tommy Wiaduck, who 
was a state qualifier in the 100 
freestyle (48.48).

Other returning individual 
state qualifiers for the Sham­
rocks are senior captains Chris 
Barron (100 backstroke), Dan 
Vela (500 freestyle) and Logan 
Mills (100 breaststroke), along 
with junior Charlie Walsh (IM- 
butterfly).

David Debaacker, a sopho­
more, and Brendon Connelly, a 
senior, also were state qualifi­
ers in diving, while Junior 
Jimmy Connor (200 freestyle 
relay) returns as well.

Among CC’s promising 
newcomers will be sopho­
mores Joe Cottrell (IM-back-

CC's Jonathan Lee was an all-stater in tw o events.

FILE PHOTO

Northville's Kirk Maibach set a school record in the 100 backstroke last year.

stroke) and Conor Brownell 
(freestyle), along with fresh­
man August Phielking (IM- 
freestyle-breaststroke).

“Depth-wise in the Catholic 
League, I think we’re in pretty 
good shape,” said Kornoelje, 
who was 36 swimmers on his 
roster. “We’re just going to try 
and get better each day and 
each week and see where we 
end up in March.”

Northville retools
Northville finished 12th in 

last year’s Division 1 state 
meet with 64 points and won 
the Kensington Conference 
meet, but lost state meet par­
ticipants James Xue, Chris 
Geng, Shane Boran, Jack 
Breuch, Troy Stacer and Chris- 
tain Field to graduation.

“We lost a lot of points not 
only to graduation, but we had

some kids move out of state 
and some others that decided 
not to join the team this year,” 
said Northville 18th-year coach 
Rich Bennetts, who guided the 
Mustangs to a 9-3 dual record 
last season. “Those are big 
losses, especially the ones that 
you were not anticipating. 
However, we will not waste 
our time or energy on kids that 
aren’t here. We will coach the 
kids that are here and want to 
get better. We have about six 
months of work to get done in 
a three-month season.”

Bennetts will rely on ju­
niors Kirk Maibach and Trevor 
Degroot, along with senior 
Nikolai Arton, to lead the way.

Maibach earned all-state 
(top eight) honors in the 50 
freestyle (sixth, 21.30) and also 
took 10th in the 100 backstroke 
(school record 52.33), while

Arton finished 11th in the 100 
breaststroke (59.94) and was 
Kensington Conference champ 
(59.91).

Both were members of the 
Mustangs’ seventh-place 200 
medley relay team (school 
record 1:36.65).

Meanwhile, Degroot was a 
state placer in the 500 free­
style (15th, 4:49.02) and helped 
the Mustangs take 11th in the 
400 freestyle relay (3:13.11).

Other key returnees for the 
Mustangs include seniors Da­
vid Alameddine and Thomas 
Rys (diving), junior Cameron 
Heaven (sprint freestyle) and 
sophomores Jason Nitkiewicz, 
(IM-butterfly) and Travis Nit- 
kiewicz (IM-breaststroke).

Among the promising new­
comers for Bennetts are Brian 
Ding, Curtis Lee, Andrew 
Lane, Craig Maibach and Nick 
Brown.

“Getting in swimming 
shape is priority No. 1,” Ben­
netts said. “Then it is about 
teaching the kids the way we 
want things done and getting 
them to retain as much of that 
information as possible. The 
league is really good this year. 
Novi, (Livonia) Stevenson, 
South Lyon, Salem all have 
good teams. Our division 
(KLAA Central) is really good, 
we are looking up at everyone 
right now. Our team has not 
been in this position in about 
15 years, so it will be interest­
ing to see how we react. I hope 
we will fight hard to get better 
and be a much better swim 
team in February than we are 
now. We’ll see how it all plays 
out.”

bemons@hometownlife.com
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Wildcats 
slip past 
Canton in 
dual meet

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Senior Phillip Billiu 
earned his first individual 
state cut of the season by 
winning the 100-yard back­
stroke as Novi pulled out a 
highly-contested 96-90 dual 
meet victory over Canton.

The Wildcats won despite 
winning only three of the 12 
events, as Billiu posted an 
MHSAA Division 1 qualify­
ing time of 54.56.

Novi’s other two individ­
ual winners were Adam 
Carozza in the 200 individ­
ual medley (2:09.66) and 
Jack McClure in the 1-meter 
diving (177.20 points).

“I’m grateful for the 
challenge that Canton pro­
vided us in our first meet,” 
Novi coach Brent Pohlonski 
said. “Every event was high­
ly contested. This meet 
helped us see the weak 
areas that we need to work 
on if we are going to achieve 
our goals this year. I’m 
proud of how our team 
found a way to win after 
being challenged.”

Canton’s Dan Mullen 
figured in four first-place 
finishes, including sweeping 
the 200 and 500 freestyles in 
1:47.45 and 5:00.26 (edging 
Novi’s Joey Berman by 
0.013 seconds).

Mullen also teamed with 
Kyle Amick, Derek Goderis 
and Caleb Styles for a win in 
the 200 freestyle relay 
(1:32.13). The foursome of 
Amick, Goderis, Tristen 
Shao and Mullen was first in 
the 400 freestyle relay 
(3:20.74).

Canton’s 200 medley 
relay team of Shao, Richard 
Ling, Isaac Fong and Gode- 
ris was also victorious 
(1:42.68).

Other individual winners 
for the Chiefs included Am- 
ick, 50 freestyle (23.18); 
Shao, 100 butterfly (55.47); 
Goderis, 100 freestyle 
(49.81); and Ling, 100 breast­
stroke (1:05.81).

DUAL MEET RESULTS
NOVI 96, CANTON 90 

Dec. 6 a t  C anton 
200 -yard  m e d le y  re lay : 1. Canton 

(Tristen Shao, Richard Ling, Isaac Fong, Derek 
Goderis),1:42.68; 2. Novi (Phillip Billiu, Alexan­
der Yuan, Brian Son, Adam Carozza),1:43.90); 3. 
Novi (Maxwell Williams, Daniel Chung, Nitin 
Kinra, Seung Jae You), 1:41.13.

200 fre e s ty le : 1. Daniel Mullen (C), 1:41.45; 
2. Joey Berman (N),1:47.80; 3. Caleb Styles (C), 
1:55.56.

200 in d iv id u a l m e d le y : 1.Carozza (N), 
2:09.66; 2. Fong (C), 2:09.69; 3. Ling (C), 2:10.94.

50 fre e s ty le : 1. Kyle Amick (C), 23.118; 2. 
Yuan (N ) 23.19; 2.W illiams (N ) 23.90.

1-m e te r d iv in g : 1. Jack McClure (N),
177.20 points; 1. Charles Carey (C) 166.30; 3. 
Tobias Artman-Chance (C),132.60.

100 b u t te r f ly :  1. Shao (C), 55.47; 2. Billiu 
(N), 55.52; 3. Carozza (N), 58.89.

100 fre e s ty le : 1. Goderis (C), 49.81; 2. Yuan 
(N),50.18;3.Amick (C) 50.23.

500 fre e s ty le : 1. Mullen (C), 5:00.26; 2. 
Berman (N ) 5:00.39; 3. Son (N ) 5:12.51.

200 fre e s ty le  re lay : 1. Canton (Amick, 
Goderis, Styles, Mullen), 1:32.13; 2. Novi (Yuan, 
Joel Kotyk, Williams, Berman),1:33.23; 3. Novi 
(Stephen Siitari, You, Max Robbins, Preston 
Harrell),1:37.06.

100 backs troke : 1. Billiu (N), 54.56; 2. Shao 
(C),55.90; 3. Chung (N),1:01.0.

100 b re a s ts tro ke : 1. Ling (C), 1:05.81; 2. 
You (N),1:08.89; 3. Samuel Stefanek (N ) 1:12.01.

400 fre e s ty le  re lay : 1. Canton (Amick, 
Goderis,Shao,Mullen),3:20.74; 2. Novi (Berman, 
Son, Robbins, Billiu),3:21.20; 3. Novi (Carozza, 
Siitari, Harrell, Kotyk), 3:33.73.

Dual m e e t  records: Novi, 1-0 overall; 
Canton, 0-1 overall.

“I ’m  gra tefu l for 
the challenge that 
Canton p ro v id ed  us 
in  our first m eet.”
BRENT POHLONSKI
Novi coach
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BOYS BASKETBALL

Footloose: Maddox stars as Novi downs Rochester
New shoes help junior score game-high 21

Tom Morelli
Correspondent

It’s got to be the shoes.
How else could one explain 

how Novi junior guard Trave- 
on Maddox Jr. scored points at 
a relentless pace in the Wild­
cats’ season opening 74-55 win 
Friday night against visiting 
Rochester?

The 6-foot-4 Maddox sank 
10-of-16 shots, including three 
triples, to finish with a game- 
high 27 points.

That's quite an accomplish­
ment when you consider that 
Maddox didn't even start the 
game after suffering an ankle 
injury in practice earlier in 
the week.

It turns out that the cause 
of the ankle injury was a pair 
of low-top KD9s (Kevin Du­
rant's signature shoe), prompt­
ing Maddox to seek out a more 
protective set of kicks.

Donning a fresh pair of 
green LeBron Soldier Xs,

Maddox lit it up instantly, 
showcasing both his range and 
vertical to register 14 points 
by halftime.

Among his many highlights 
of the night came in the sec­
ond quarter, when junior 
guard Trendon Hankerson 
threw a lob toward the basket 
for Maddox, who put it away 
with an extraordinarily freak­
ish dunk that left many jaws 
dropped to the floor.

If Maddox is able to pro­
vide Novi with performances 
like this the rest of the way, he 
may be sporting his own pair 
of sneakers by season's end.

“I’ve been practicing that 
dunk all summer and all fall, 
just working on my explosive­
ness, doing my squats and just 
trying to increase my bounce,” 
Maddox said. “Today, I had a 
fast break and thought that 
this is my time, so I had to do 
it. I wanted to see the crowd 
go crazy.”

While the offense played a

big part in the Wildcats' win, 
they still went to work on the 
defensive end, beginning with 
a 16-2 effort to close out the 
first quarter.

It increased in the second 
quarter, with Novi securing a 
healthy portion of rebounds 
and steals to help ignite its 
fast-break attack.

After Falcons guard Ahmed 
Anthony knocked down a 3- 
pointer with 4:15 left to cut the 
deficit to six, the Wildcats 
went on an 11-point run to 
make it 35-18 at halftime.

Running the break has been 
second nature for Novi, ac­
cording to third-year coach 
Brandon Sinawi.

“The guys like to run,” said 
Sinawi, whose team went 14-10 
last season and won a Class A 
district title. “We have guys 
who like to get out on the fast 
break and that serves as their 
conditioning in practice. It's an 
opportunity for them to score 
easy baskets and we've 
preached on that since the end 
of the season last year. It's 
easy when you have guys who

want to do it and can do it. It 
makes the game fun as well.”

Due to their overwhelming 
lead, the Wildcats went to 
their bench more often in the 
second half. While they 
weren't able to replicate their 
results in the first half, Novi 
still outscored the Falcons 
39-37 over the final two quar­
ters and led by as many as 22 
points.

Figuring out a way to slow 
down Maddox and the transi­
tion offense proved to be a 
difficult task for Rochester 
coach John Pleasant.

“In the second half, we did 
a better job,” Pleasant said. 
“We can't put ourselves in that 
big of a hole in the first half. 
They have a nice team and 
they absolutely killed us in 
transition. They had 17 transi­
tion points in the first half and 
that's going to hurt you.

“Traveon had it going, but 
then they came back with a 
couple other guys making 
shots. That's why you have to 
play team defense and hope to 
be able limit and contest shots

and not give up open shots.”
The Falcons (0-1) were led 

by senior post player Lamarx- 
co Gulledge with 18 points, 
followed by a 14-point effort 
from Hunter Shattler.

For the Wildcats, other 
notable contributors were 
senior forward Alec Bageris 
(13 points, six rebounds) and 
Hankerson (eight points, five 
rebounds, four assists).

Novi shot at a 46-percent 
clip from the field (29-of-63), 
including seven 3-pointers, 
while going 9-of-16 at the free- 
throw line.

“Defensively, early on, we 
played really well and that led 
to our offense tonight,” Sinawi 
said. “Traveon coming off the 
bench and him getting hot 
early helped us out. We have 
guys who can fill it up though, 
no question. What impressed 
me to most was our defensive 
presence in shutting Shattler 
down tonight and turning 
those defensive stops into 
transition baskets, getting to 
the free-throw line and taking 
care of points that way.”

keys CC victory over Farmington

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Catholic Central's C.J. Baird (right) shoots over Farmington's Austin Anthony.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Lukomski
Sophomore scores 

20 points after 
getting surprise start

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Davis Lukomski didn't learn 
he was starting his first varsi­
ty game until five minutes 
prior to game time.

But the sophomore from 
Novi Detroit Catholic Central 
was more than ready as he 
made a quite a splash in his 
debut, scoring a game-high 20 
points Tuesday night as the 
Shamrocks opened their boys 
basketball season with a 74-59 
victory over Farmington.

“He's played pretty good for 
us this fall and worked out 
hard this summer,” CC coach 
Bill Dyer said of the 6-foot-6, 
185-pound forward. “No, he 
didn't surprise us. We got a lot 
of confidence in him. He's got 
a quick release and a knack for 
the game. He's got those natu­
ral instincts that you can't 
really coach.”

Lukomski was an efficient 
7-of-12 from the floor and 
showed his range by hitting 
three triples.

“Coach (Dyer) told me be­
fore the game I was starting, 
so what I took away from that 
is that the coach had faith in 
me,” Lukomski said. “It kind of 
took away some of the nerves. 
Went out there, took my first 
shot and missed it, but re­
mained confident and I got a 
three. The guy came off of me,
I took it and made it. And I 
stayed confident from there 
and found myself wide open, so 
I kept shooting, making shots 
and it felt good.”

The Shamrocks had to feel 
good about their 33-27 halftime 
lead, but felt even better after 
going on a 21-5 third-quarter 
run to stretch their lead to 
54-32.

“We always talk about the 
first four minutes in the sec­
ond half coming out with in­
tensity and (CC) went on a 7-0 
run,” Farmington coach Ter­
rance Porter said. “They took 
it from a six-point lead to a 
13-point lead and it was hard 
for us to recover.”

During that third quarter,
CC got scoring from eight 
different players.

“We played together as a 
team pretty well,” Lukomski 
said. “We haven't been togeth­
er very long, but we played 
pretty well. Our starters had 
good chemistry. We've been 
working together all week long 
and guys off the bench re-

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Novi topples
Brad Emons

hometownlife.com

Novi made it three straight 
to start the girls basketball 
season Friday with a 46-34 
victory over host Chelsea.

Junior guard Ellie Mackay 
continued her hot scoring with 
a game-high 20 points to go 
along with an assist, four re­
bounds and two steals.

The Wildcats (3-0), who led 
22-20 at halftime and 38-26 
after three quarters, also got 
contributions from Cara Nin- 
kovich (six points, five assists),

bounded and did their part. It 
was a good team win.”

The Falcons simply couldn’t 
match up with CC’s overall 
size, which not only featured 
the 6-6 Lukomski, but also 6-5 
senior C.J. Baird (12 points) 
and 6-5 junior Christian Girgis, 
along with 6-5 sophomore Matt 
Harding and 6-4 senior Jack 
Morris.

“It was really our inability 
to rebound the basketball,” 
Porter said. “They were more 
physical than we were. They 
got multiple attempts at the 
basket, which led to some of 
their wide open 3-pointers that 
they were able to hit.”

Farmington broke into a 
full-court press at the end of 
the third quarter and the Fal­
cons ended up outscoring CC 
27-20 over the final eight min­
utes while creating 10 of CC’s 
13 turnovers.

But it was too little, too late 
for the Falcons, who got a 
team-high 16 points from sen-

Lauren Calhoun (six points), 
Mikayla Lynch (five points) 
and Ally Pringle (four points).

The loss dropped Chelsea to 
2-2 overall.

FRANKLIN ROAD 44, OAKLAND CHRIS­
TIAN 27: Rachel Bause posted a double-double with 
16 points and 11 rebounds to lead Novi Franklin Road 
Christian (4-0) to a victory Friday at Auburn Hills 
Oakland Christian.

Daria Boboc added 12 points and nine rebounds for 
the Warriors, who led 18-13 at halftime and 29-11 after 
three quarters.

Madison LaLone paced Oakland Christian with  10 
points.

Franklin Road made 10-of-12 free throws,while 
Oakland Christian was 1-of-8.

NOVI 40, WEST BLOOMFIELD 29: Junior 
guard Ellie Mackay led the way with  19 points, three 
steals and four rebounds Dec. 8 as the Wildcats (2-0)

ior forward Jordan Graham, 
along with 11 from junior Rus­
sell Norris. Senior guard Jay 
Kirby scored all nine of his 
points on 3-pointers in the 
second quarter.

“I told the team I thought 
we played extremely hard the 
end of the third and pretty 
much all of the fourth quarter, 
but we were forced to because 
we were down by so many,” 
said Porter, whose team shot 
24-of-62 from the floor (38.7 
percent). “So we have to play 
that hard from the opening tap. 
It's a process and a learning 
curve and we'll get back on the 
practice floor tomorrow and 
watch film and we'll get ready 
for Friday night.”

CC also got 13 points from 
senior guard Gio Genrich as 
the Shamrocks shot 29-of-65 
from the floor (44.6 percent).

“We tried on working get­
ting the ball inside and use a 
little size for us,” Dyer said. “It 
looked pretty good at times

turned back the Lakers (3-1) in a non-league match-up.
Novi led 19-15 at halftime, then went on an 11-0 run 

to end the third quarter and build a 36-25 lead.
Other contributions for Novi came from Cara 

Ninkovich (eight points,four assists), Julia Lalain (six 
points, eight rebounds) and Julia Stadtherr (five points, 
three rebounds, two assists).

Jamie and Jordyn Elam paced West Bloomfield with 
10 and seven points, respectively.

NORTHVILLE 60, SALINE 37: Senior forward 
Jessica Moorman poured in a game-high 20 points 
Dec. 6, leading the host Mustangs (1-1) over the 
Hornets (1-2).

Junior guard Kendall Dillon chipped in 10 points for 
the Mustangs,who led 29-14 at halftime and 51-23 
after three quarters.

Sydney Jarvela led Saline w ith eight points.
Northville was 10-of-19 from the free-throw line 

(52.6 percent), while Saline was 10-of-18 (55.5 
percent).

NOVI 56, AVONDALE  33: Junior guard Ellie 
Mackay racked up a game-high 21 points Dec. 6 to 
propel the host Wildcats (1-0) to a season-opening 
victory over Auburn Hills Avondale (2-1).

tonight. There’s certain things 
we haven’t quite covered yet. 
With only two-and-a-half prac­
tices (because of CC’s long 
football playoff run) we 
haven’t got a lot of stuff in. 
There’s a lot of things we still 
have to get better at and may­
be one of them is who is start­
ing the game.”

And one player who may 
have cemented his starting 
spot is Lukomski, who grew 
two inches this summer after 
playing last season for the CC 
freshman team. Lukomski was 
a post player during his grade 
school days at Plymouth's Our 
Lady of Good Counsel.

“We told him about five 
minutes ahead of time,” Dyer 
said of the sophomore's sur­
prise start. “That helps, doesn't 
it? He knew before. For his 
first game on the (varsity) he 
played pretty great. Pretty 
proud and pretty happy for 
him.”

Mackay also added four assists, four rebounds and 
four steals as the Wildcats led 31 -10 at halftime and 
43-20 after three quarters.

Other key contributors for Novi included Cara 
Ninkovich (eight points, seven rebounds, six assists), 
Julia Stadtherr (seven points, five steals), Mikayla 
Lynch (seven points), Jessie Bandyk (seven steals) and 
Lauren Calhoun (four rebounds, two assists).

FRANKLIN ROAD 41, EVEREST COL­
LEGIATE 28: Rachel Bause scored a game-high 13 
points to go along w ith  eight rebounds and six blocks 
Dec. 6 as Novi Franklin Road Christian (3-0) turned 
back Clarkston Everest Collegiate in a non-conference 
game.

Reagan Mumford chipped in 11 points and eight 
boards as the Warriors led 24-9 at halftime and 29-14 
after three quarters.

Franklin Road was 11 -of-16 from the foul line (68.1 
percent), while the Mountaineers were 6-of-9 (66.6 
percent).

bemons@hometownlife.com
bemons1@twitter.com

BOYS BASKETBALL

Northville 
cruises by 
Tractors 
in a rout

Mustangs score first 18 
points to cinch outcome

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Sophomore guard Robert 
Johnson scored a game-best 
20 points Friday as North- 
ville rolled to a boys basket­
ball victory at Dearborn 
Fordson, 58-24 .

The 5-foot-11 Johnson 
made 10-of-11 free throws as 
the Mustangs improved to
2- 0 overall.

“It was terrific to see 
Rob go off tonight,” North- 
ville coach Todd Sander 
said. “He's really been 
growing up over the past 
couple of week. We really 
need him to continue to 
improve.”

Swedish exchange stu­
dent Gustaf Tjernberg, a 
6-foot-5 senior, added 11 
points, including 7-of-8 from 
the line, along with 14 re­
bounds. Senior guard Jake 
Justice added 10 points and 
eight rebounds.

Fordson (1-1), outscored 
18-0 at the start, got seven 
points from Hamze Alzayat. 

The Tractors were only
3- of-19 from the foul line 
(15.7 percent), while North- 
ville was 19-of-21.

GABRIEL RICHARD 61, FRANKLIN 
ROAD 40: Anthony Brown led a balanced 
attack Friday w ith 11 points and Eric Wigginton 
added 11 as Riverview Gabriel Richard (1-0) 
downed visiting Novi Franklin Road Christian 
(1-1) in a non-league encounter.

The Pioneers led 14-10 after one quarter and 
broke it open with a 21-8 second-quarter run, 
hitting four o f their nine 3-pointers on the night.

Freshman Rahmon Scruggs and senior Nick 
Suchezky scored 14 and 12 points, respectively, 
for the Warriors.

NORTHVILLE 50, SALINE 43: The host 
Mustangs (1-0) shot a blistering 90 percent from 
the free-throw line en route to a season-opening 
victory Dec. 6 over the Hornets (0-1).

The Mustangs connected on 19-of-21 foul 
shots as senior guard Jake Justice went 1-of-8 
along w ith a team-high 13 points. He also 
grabbed seven rebounds.

Phil Jovanovski added 11 points, including 
5-of-5 from the stripe, while Swedish exchange 
student Gustaf Tjernberg added eight points and 
seven boards.

Calder Pellerin scored 13 points for the 
Hornets, who went 9-of-14 from the foul line.

"We knew tonight was going to be a battle 
given the tough, active zone Saline plays," said 
Northville coach Todd Sander, whose team led 
22-20 at halftime before outscoring the Hornets 
13-4 in the third quarter. "That’s tough in an 
opener, but we adjusted well and Colin Latta hit 
a couple o f triples to spread them out in the first 
half. I thought we won the game in the third 
quarter, when our defense held them to four."

FRANKLIN ROAD 55, HENRY FORD 
ACADEM Y 42: Max Holleman led the way 
w ith a game-high 28 points as Novi Franklin 
Road Christian (1-0) earned the road victory Dec. 
6 at Dearborn Henry Ford Academy (0-1).

The 6-0 senior guard went 11 -of-14 from the 
free-throw line along with  one 3-pointer as the 
Warriors overcame a 25-23 halftime deficit by 
outscoring the Navigators 20-6 in the third 
quarter.

"M ax got dribble penetration and was able to 
take it all the way to cup," Franklin Road coach 
Matt Mikel said.

Rahmon Scruggs chipped in 11 points, while 
Joshua Beck added 10 points and 10 rebounds.

Jay Douglas led Henry Ford Academy with 10 
points.

Franklin Road was 13-of-19 from the foul line, 
while Henry Ford was 12-of-19.

bemons@hometownlife.com
bemons1@twitter.com

“I t w as terrific  to 
see Rob (Johnson) 
go off tonight"
TODD SANDER
Northville coach

Chelsea; Franklin Road rolls to big victory
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PREP WRESTLING

CC assembles strong case as No. 1 team

JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

CC's Derek Gilcher (top), a freshman at 119, pinned Grandville's Robby 
McHaffee.

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Talk about a home mat ad­
vantage.

Wrestling before a throng of 
more than 1,000 cheering stu­
dents, preseason No. 1-ranked 
Novi Detroit Catholic Central 
put on an impressive display 
before the friendly faithful 
with a 48-9 dual match victory 
over Grandville in the school's 
annual assembly match.

When CC’s 103-pounder 
Devon Johnsen took just 23 
seconds to pin Grandville's 
Victor Rehmjor in the opening 
match, the roar of the Sham­
rocks' student body was deaf­
ening, to say the least.

It wasn't quite the ancient 
Roman Colosseum, but it defi­
nitely had that feel as the Bull­
dogs found themselves in a 21-0 
hole to start after 112-pounder 
Rhett Newton (18-1 technical 
fall), 119-pounder Derek Gilch- 
er (pin in 4:29) and returning 
state champion Ben Kamali 
(16-6 major decision) each 
scored impressive wins for CC.

“It’s very special,” CC coach 
Mitch Hancock said of the 
annual season opener. “I com­
pliment the Basilian fathers for 
allowing us to do this, along 
with our faculty, our staff. I 
think everybody here em­
braces the wrestling communi­
ty. This environment here to­
day has taken off and it's rec­
ognized by our national publi­
cations. People around the 
country know about the Catho­
lic Central assembly match. 
You got to take your hats off to 
Grandville and coach (Ryan) 
Gritter for coming in and hav­
ing courage to wrestle in this 
type of environment.”

Grandville's 130-pounder 
Anthony Taylor momentarily 
stopped the bleeding when he 
decisioned CC's Stone Moscov- 
ic, 10-4, to score the Bulldogs’ 
first points.

“It's a great atmosphere,” 
said Gritter, whose team was 
ranked No. 5 in the Division 1 
preseason MichiganGrappler- 
.com poll. “I think it's really 
cool that they do that for their

student body. Their school 
spirit is huge and you heard 
that. And it's fun for us to come 
and have that experience also 
and put the kids in some ad­
verse situations and see how 
they do. I have a couple of 
young guys. You put them in 
starting out and it can only get 
easier from there.”

But things didn't get any 
easier for Grandville as the 
Shamrocks captured the next 
six matches, getting a pin from 
returning state champ Camer­
on Amine (145), along with 
decisions from returning state 
champ Kevon Davenport (135), 
Joe Urso (140), Aidan Wagh 
(152), Brendan Yatooma (160) 
and Tyler Morland (171), anoth­
er returning state champ.

Morland, who went 47-1 last 
season en route to the D-1 title, 
took on Cam Bush, the return­
ing state champ at 152 pounds, 
and posted a convincing 10-0 
major decision.

The CC senior was just hap­
py to be back on the mat after 
suffering a knee injury while 
playing in the seventh game of 
the football season. The line­
backer was lost for the season 
as the Shamrocks made a run 
all the way to the Division 1 
state final.

“I'm definitely not in as 
good a shape as I'd like to be 
with only a week of practice,” 
Morland said. “It's a work in 
progress. A little more practice 
and I would have been a lot 
better. I just got tired on my 
feet and didn't score as many 
points as I wanted to.

“Me and Cam (Bush) are 
good friends. He's always been 
smaller (weight class) than me. 
I just go out and wrestle. I 
didn't have any game plan 
really, just score more points.”

Morland wore a protective 
sleeve on his knee, but showed 
no ill effects.

“He hasn't been on the mat a 
ton and to wrestle a state 
champ, who bumped up to 
wrestle him, and I thought he 
showed a lot of guts today,” 
Hancock said. “I was proud of 
him. He looked really, really 
good on top. As a team, we've 
got to get in better shape and 
just get a little bit better with a 
game plan when we step on the 
mat.”

Grandville took two of the 
final three matches as Sam 
Greco (189) decisioned Dane 
Flynn, 8-3, while Ian Hall (215) 
outlasted Steven Kolcheff in 
double overtime, 2-1.

In the final match, CC's

defending state heavyweight 
champ Nick Jenkins won by 
major decision, 13-5, over 
Bryce Henning.

“I was really impressed with 
our 119-pounder Derek Gilcher, 
who is a freshman,” Hancock 
said. ‘And I was very, very 
impressed with our 160-poun­
der (Brendan) Yatooma, who 
had a nice win over (Jake) 
Paganelli after they bumped 
Bush to wrestle Morland. And 
our 215-pounder (Kolcheff) 
was in that double-overtime 
match with Ian Hall. We have 
three freshmen in the lineup 
and two won. And I thought we 
should have won all three 
matches. I like the energy the 
freshmen brought. A lot of 
energy and they wrestled 
tough.”

Although the majority of the 
CC student body could only 
stay for an hour before heading 
back to class, it was an after­
noon to remember.

“It's awesome,” Morland 
said. “There's no better atmos­
phere when it comes to wres­
tling. It's as good as it gets. It's 
a lot of fun.”

Meanwhile, Hancock was 
appreciative that Grandville 
made the 264-mile round trip.

“Coach Gritter is very, very 
intense and competitive,” he 
said. “And his program is on 
the rise. He challenged those 
guys today and you could see 
that. They were very well- 
prepared and they were in 
good shape and well-coached.”

DUAL MATCH RESULT 
DETROIT CC 48, GRANDVILLE 9 

Dec. 7 a t D e tro it  CC
103 pou nds: Devon Johnsen (CC) pinned Victory 

Rhemjor, 0:23; 112: Rhett Newton (cC) won by 
technical fall over Jesse Veldhouse, 18-1; 119: Derek 
Gilcher (CC) p. Bobby McHaffee, 4:29; 125: Ben 
Kamali (CC) won by major decision over Josh Kenny, 
16-6; 130: Anthony Taylor (Grandville) dec. Stone 
Moscovic, 10-4; 135: Kevon Davenport (CC) won by 
major dec. over Mike Cazzasco,14-5; 140: Joe Urso 
(CC) dec. Mason Priest, 5-3; 145: Cameron Amine p. 
Aldon Herrema, 3:30; 152: Aidan Wagh (CC) dec. Al 
Matthews, 10-3; 160: Brendan Yatooma (CC) dec.
Jake Paganelli, 3-1 (overtime); 171: Ty Morland (CC) 
dec. Cam Bush, 10-0; 189: Sam Greco (Grandville) 
dec. Dane Flynn, 8-3; 215: Ian Hall (Grandville), 2-1 (2 
OTs); 285: Nick Jenkins (CC) won by major dec. over 
Bryce Henning,13-5.

Dual m a tch  records: Detroit CC, 1-0; Grand­
ville, 0-1.

bemons@hometownlife.com
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PREP BOWLING

Shamrocks shine in league singles action

JOE LACK

CC's Alex Roelant (left) and Nathan Geddes made all-tourney in the Catholic 
League singles tourney Dec. 5 at Woodland Lanes.

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Senior Nathan Geddes 
earned runner-up honors as 
host Novi Detroit Catholic 
Central placed four in the top 
10 at the Detroit Catholic 
League singles tournament 
Dec. 5 at Livonia's Woodland 
Lanes.

Geddes was on target from 
the start, rolling consecutive 
games of 266 and 244 while 
finishing with a four-game set 
of 875 and a 219 average.

Also earning a spot on the 
all-tournament team was CC's 
Alex Roelant, who finished 
fifth with a 775 series (194 
average) with high games of 
202 and 244.

CC's Andrew Lack was sev­
enth with a 193 average and a 
769 series, highlighted by a 257 
game, while Ben Ward also 
made the top 10 with a 758 
series (190 average), including 
a 216 high game.

Other high scorers for the 
Shamrocks, who are looking to 
defend their 2016 Catholic 
League crown this season, 
included Joe Jessop (209) and 
Chintan Maheshwari (201).

Mustangs swept
On Friday, host Pinckney 

won both the boys (21-9) and 
the girls (29-1) in a match-up of 
KLAA schools at Whitmore

Lanes.
Chevy Pawlik and Jacob 

Evans rolled high games of 192 
and 182, respectively, as the 
Pinckney boys won both reg­
ular games, 866-721 and 792­
727, while splitting the Baker 
sets, 128-146 and 220-149.

Nathan Colosimo (178) and 
Payton Kurhumel (170) led 
Northville (1-2).

Rachel Kuczajda rolled 
games of 244 and 254 to lead 
the Pinckney girls, who cap-

tured both Baker sets, 166-92 
and 127-89, as well as both 
regular games, 737-485 and 
700-528.

Craig paced Northville with 
a 199-144, while Compeau add­
ed a 149.

Lakeland rolls
Andrew Zavinsky rolled 

games of 224 and 211 to propel 
White Lake Lakeland to a 27-3 
KLAA crossover boys bowling 
victory Dec. 8 over Northville

at Waterford's Century Bowl.
Aaron Lenz also added a 

high game of 233, while Za­
chary McCoy chipped in a 214 
for the Eagles, who won both 
Baker games, 165-137 and 170­
132, along with both regular 
games, 901-822 and 984-744.

T.J. Newman and Connor 
Eadeh paced Northville (1-1) 
with high games of 199 and 191, 
respectively.

Meanwhile, the Lakeland 
girls were also victorious 
against the Mustangs, 30-0, 
with Taylor McBride and Jen­
ny Pelc posting high games of 
205 and 180, respectively

The Eagles captured both 
Baker games, 132-102 and 113­
65, along with both regular 
games, 812-463 and 837-617.

Delaney Compeau led 
Northville (0-2) with a high 
game of 160, while Katie Craig 
added a 156.

Northville falters
On Dec. 6, the Northville 

boys opened their season with 
a 22-8 win over Walled Lake 
Western at Westland’s Town ‘N 
Country Lanes as Korhumel 
(182-184) and Eadeh (184) led 
the way.

Meanwhile, the Northville 
girls got a 136 from Compeau 
in a 22-8 loss to the Warriors.
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HOCKEY
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first coming at 7:50, when 
Loungo batted in a rebound 
from Zach Perpich and Fonda, 
followed by Cam Czapski's 
fifth of the year, from Perpich 
and Brandon Kour, just 27 
seconds later to make it 3-1.

“We took the five-minute; it 
was a penalty,” Stevenson 
coach David Mitchell said. “We 
hit the kid from behind. Those 
are the rules and Novi did 
what good teams do, they cap­
italized on it.”

Novi made the most of its 
six first-period shots on goal. 
The Wildcats had just 11 total 
shots on the night.

“Honestly, our power play 
hasn't been working that well 
lately and we only had an hour 
practice yesterday after the 
Brighton game (Wednesday),” 
Novi coach Mark Vellucci said.

“We worked on special teams 
and we got pucks to net and I 
think we got a couple of re­
bounds there. When you're 
struggling on the power play, 
you try and get pucks to the 
net and get rebound goals like 
that. It was good.”

Legace then took over the 
game, making 19 saves in the 
second period alone before the 
Spartans finally got one 
through at 8:14 of the third, 
when Morgen Gray scored off 
a nice feed from Brendan Hall 
with Logan Dunham also as­
sisting to cut the deficit to 3-2.

“The second goal was a 
tough one, but my team was 
playing so well, “ Legace said. 
“They were putting everything 
they had into it, blocking every 
shot they possibly could. I 
knew even when they got that 
goal we still had a good chance 
of winning still.”

The Spartans didn't help 
their cause by taking a costly 
penalty with only 5:37 left and,

with just under a minute to go, 
Kour scored an empty-netter 
to close out the win after the 
Spartans pulled Tragge for the 
extra attacker.

“When you get chances and 
you're going against a good 
team and a good goaltender, 
you have to capitalize on your 
chances,” said Mitchell, whose 
team slipped to 5-2 overall and 
2-1 in the KLAA Central. “And 
we were not able to do that 
tonight and those were the 
breaks. The sun comes back 
up tomorrow and we'll come 
back, move on and go forward. 
We learned from this and grow 
moving forward. Again, it was 
a very good high school hock­
ey game and all the credit in 
the world goes to Novi.”

Getting a split during the 
week against Brighton (3-1 
loss), the top-ranked team in 
Division 1, and Stevenson, No.
2 in Division 2, bodes well for 
the Wildcats.

“We played hard against

Brighton, it was 1-0 after the 
first (period) and we were in 
it,” Vellucci said. “They're the 
top team in the state, one of 
the top teams along with (Ste­
venson). I think we made a 
good statement, especially 
tonight. We held on. We don't 
have the talented guys like 
they do and Brighton does, but 
we have guys that work their 
butts off. When you've got 
Manny in net, the boys feed off 
it and are confident. They push 
and they play harder for him.”

And during the off-season, 
Legace Jr. was determined to 
wants to leave a legacy of his 
own going into his senior sea­
son.

“After sitting my sopho­
more year and most of my 
junior year, it was just my 
time to shine and it feels 
great,” he said. “There wasn't 
anything I didn't work on. I 
tried to get in shape the best I 
could, that was mostly the big 
thing.”
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PREP WRESTLING

Wildcats 
victorious 
at double 
dual meet

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

The Novi wrestling team 
got two for the price of one 
Dec. 7.

The Wildcats opened 
their 2016-17 season with a 
double-dual meet victory 
over North Farmington, 
56-12, and host Farmington, 
51-30.

Among the double win­
ners individually for Novi 
were Ryan Farris (112 
pounds), Chris Silva (119), 
Sandeep Menon (125), Ryan 
Heur (140), Eric Wright 
(152), Lincoln Cleary (160), 
Corey Grassmyer (171), 
Chase Sparling (189) and 
Chad Howell (215).

CC rules duals
Top-ranked Novi Detroit 

Catholic Central improved 
6-0 overall Saturday by 
winning all five matches in 
the Westland John Glenn 
Rocket Duals.

The Shamrocks out- 
scored their opponents, 
347-27, including a 48-15 win 
over Glenn in the finals.

Other victories came 
against Allen Park (74-6), 
Clinton (75-3), Livonia 
Franklin (75-3) and Clark- 
ston (68-0).

Notable victories for CC 
came from Rhett Newton, 
who decisioned Glenn's 
Kyle Borthwell, a third- 
place Division 1 finals fin­
isher from a year ago, along 
with Joe Urso, who defeated 
Clarkston's No. 6-ranked 
Jake Rygielski, another 
state qualifier from last 
year.

“I thought our guys wres­
tled hard today and were 
aggressive,” CC coach 
Mitch Hancock. “We had 
some good individual 
match-ups and learned a lot 
about where we need im­
provements. Overall, it's a 
good start to the year as a 
team.”
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BOYS HOCKEY

Brighton 
holds off 
Novi, 3-1

Brad Emons
hometownlife.com

Top-ranked Brighton 
made a three-goal lead after 
two periods stand up in a 3-1 
KLAA Central Division boys 
hockey victory Dec. 7 over 
host Novi at Novi Ice Arena.

The Bulldogs (5-1, 1-0), 
ranked No. 1 in Division 1, 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead at 
10:56 of the opening period 
on Jake Crespi's goal from 
Joey Martini.

Brighton added two more 
in the second period, with 
Jake Demski scoring from 
Brody White and Keith 
Wikman at 9:38, followed by 
Adam Conquest's goal at 
10:25 from Crespi and Will 
Jentz.

The Wildcats (3-2-1, 1-2-1) 
got their lone goal at 5:28 of 
the final period, as Ryan 
Fonda scored from Brandon 
Kour and Zach Perpich.

But Brighton goalie Lo­
gan Neaton (23 saves) 
blanked the Wildcats the 
rest of the way to preserve 
the victory.

Novi goaltender Manny 
Legace Jr. made 22 saves.

DETROIT CC 7, PORT HURON NORTH­
ERN 0: Seven different players scored Dec. 7 as 
Novi Detroit Catholic Central (4-3-1,4-1-1) rolled 
to a Michigan Interscholastic Hockey League 
North Division victory over Port Huron Northern 
(2-4-1,0-4) at USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth.

The three-time defending MHSAA Division 1 
state champion Shamrocks, ranked No. 7 in 
Division 1, jumped out to a 3-0 first-period lead 
on goals by Carter Korpi at 3:37 (from Rylan 
Clemons),Greg McQuade at 12:50 (from 
Brendan West and Zachary Sprys-Tellner) and 
Sprys-Tellner at 16:06 (unassisted).

Ethan Ervin's goal at 10:03 of the second 
period from Kory McCullough made it 4-0.

The Shamrocks added three more in the final 
period, starting w ith  Dylan Montie's goal at 6:32 
(from Erin and Ryan Hausman). McCullough at 
8:08 (from Nicco Zervos) and Zervos at 12:18 
(from John Zielinski and Jared Lee) also scored.

CC goalie Sean Finstrom had to make just nine 
saves to post the shutout, while Chad Kreda had 
23 saves for the Huskies.
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WOMEN'S HOCKEY BOYS HOCKEY

These girls got some serious game

Competing for the Honeybaked U14 AAA girls team based out off 
Suburban Hills Farmington Hills are sisters Jenna (back) and Julia Carpenter 
of Plymouth.

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Whenever the subject of 
girls hockey comes up at Can­
ton High School, Jessica Car­
penter shoots straight and hits 
hard.

“I feel a lot of people think 
that girls can’t check,” said 
Carpenter, 16, of Plymouth. 
“They think guys hockey is so 
much more aggressive and a 
lot tougher than girls hockey.

“So whenever people ask 
me about hockey, I always try 
to prove them wrong, saying 
girls can be just as aggressive 
as guys can.”

Carpenter is a pretty tough 
cookie herself, playing defense 
for the Compuware 16-Under 
girls hockey AAA team.

She and her hockey-playing 
siblings, including Honey- 
baked AAA players Julia and 
Jenna (not to mention 10-year- 
old Carly), are raising their 
sticks and raising their voices 
about the growing phenome­
non that is women's hockey in 
North America.

And soon they'll be cheering 
loudly and proudly for their 
heroes on U.S. Women's Select 
Team — scheduled to face 
Canada at 4:30 p.m. Saturday at 
USA Hockey Arena in an exhi­
bition game that essentially is 
a teaser for next spring’s Wom­
en's World Championship 
(March 31 through April 7,
2017, at the same venue).

In the house
The game provides the Car­

penter sisters and other girls 
who play and love hockey an 
opportunity to get an up-close- 
and-personal glimpse of U.S. 
women's hockey standouts 
such as Farmington's Megan 
Keller and Brighton's Shiann 
Darkangelo.

“It's a really great opportu­
nity for us,” said 14-year-old 
Julia Carpenter, a center for 
the Honeybaked 14U team, 
coached by her dad Larry Car­
penter. “It'll be important for 
girls our age to see their role 
models get to play on the ice, 
not just on TV.”

Hockey fans of all ages 
might be in for a surprise 
when they see the high quality 
of action unfolding in front of 
them.

“In the past, you can't catch 
them on TV,” Larry Carpenter 
said. “So you have to watch 
them when they're streamed 
over the Internet, maybe catch 
the finals when they play in the 
Olympics.

“So to see them in person, 
it's just so exciting to have 
them there. It's high-quality 
hockey and it's great to have 
people realize that women can 
play at that high level and 
deliver such a fun, entertain­
ing game.”

He added that even Detroit 
Red Wings fans “will be

amazed at the quality of the 
hockey.”

Agreeing wholeheartedly 
with them is Reagan Carey, 
USA Hockey's director of 
women's hockey.

“For those who haven't seen 
elite women's hockey, I think 
they'll be absolutely surprised 
and they'll be excited to watch 
one of the most competitive 
games in sports they'll ever 
see, let alone hockey,” Carey 
said. “The rivalry between the 
U.S. and Canada is unmatched; 
they'll compete hard and 
they're out to win on both 
sides.

“So we're looking forward 
to bringing that energy and 
exposure to our sport for these 
fans. I guarantee they're not 
going to walk out of there dis­
appointed.”

Buzz building
The arena on Beck Road in 

Plymouth is certain to be 
packed and filled with energy 
that afternoon. Bringing it will 
be clusters of girls teams from 
area organizations such as 
Compuware, Honeybaked 
(based out of Suburban Ice in 
Farmington Hills) and the 
Livonia Hockey Association.

Larry Carpenter estimated 
that a contingent of up to 200 
Honeybaked players, coaches 
and families will watch the 
game.

“Of course, we got tickets as 
soon as they were available,” 
he said. “The girls had skated 
with Kendall Coyne and Megan 
Bozek (among 14 players from 
the silver medal-winning 2014 
U.S. Women's Olympic team). 
When we found out that they 
were coming, we knew we'd be 
going.”

With a grin, 13-year-old 
Jenna Carpenter (who also 
plays on the Honeybaked 14-U

team) said she is “really excit­
ed to see Megan Bozek play, 
because she's my favorite USA 
Women's Hockey player.”

Jessica Carpenter added 
she'll be keeping tabs on Kel­
ler, an alum of the Honeybaked 
program and — when not play­
ing for Team USA — a Boston 
College defenseman who she 
calls a personal idol. Jessica 
said she and her sisters also 
want to someday play at BC.

“It's really cool, because 
you dream about being in the 
highest level of hockey and the 
USA team is one of the places 
you want to be when you're 
older playing hockey,” Jessica 
said. “It's really cool to see 
these girls coming to our 
hometown.”

The Carpenters and others 
might be happy to learn that 
Carey also is a fan of Keller's. 
Carey described the 20-year- 
old as a “fairly consistent 
member of the National Team 
the last few seasons. She goes 
to Boston College and has been 
a terrific player for us on (de­
fense).”

Representing
Teams wearing Compuware 

and Honeybaked jerseys are 
sure to rub elbows with girls 
players from Northville High 
School, Farmington Hills- 
based Little Caesars and the 
Livonia Knights. All of those 
organizations have bought 
large blocks of tickets for the 
game.

“We've got five of our girls 
teams that have bought tickets 
in some quantity,” the Livonia 
Hockey Association's Mike 
Featherngill said. “I think we'll 
have over 250 players and 
parents in our section at that 
game.”

According to Featherngill, 
the 16U, 14U, 12U and 10U

Knights will be represented at 
the Dec. 17 game. Players from 
the Livonia Stars and Livonia 
Hurricanes introductory girls 
hockey programs also are 
raring to go.

He said the U.S.-Canada 
contest provides inspiration 
for girls who want to live the 
dream of playing college, pro 
(yes, leagues are starting to 
gain traction on the East Coast) 
and, perhaps, international 
hockey.

“It proves that they have a 
higher level that they can con­
tinue to play at after they stop 
playing in their local associa­
tions,” said Featherngill, who 
has a daughter on the 12U 
Knights. “There’s not a lot of 
role models for them to look up 
to as far as older hockey-play­
ing girls other than what we 
would consider beer leagues 
for guys and for women, too.

“Outside of that, there is a 
professional women’s hockey 
league, but it’s only really big 
on the East Coast right now. So 
this gives them some exposure 
to a higher level of hockey 
with some older girls and 
shows there’s still an opportu­
nity to keep playing past what­
ever they want to do in high 
school.”

It's tough hockey
Girls hockey is “growing 

immensely” at all levels, he 
added. In the Livonia Hockey 
Association alone, there are 
about 575 boys and girls play­
ing for various teams. Out of 
that number, an estimated 120 
girls players are skating this 
winter.

The exhibition game and 
2017 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship, hopefully, will 
give fans visual proof of what 
the Carpenters already know: 
girls hockey players are no 
pushovers.

“Our league is really com­
petitive. We always go to Cana­
da and we play against their 
teams and they’re really tough 
teams,” Julia Carpenter said.
“I think we play against them 
really well.”

Julia, also a Canton High 
School student, added that she 
isn’t a star player for Hon- 
eybaked 14U, but likes to get 
into the dirty areas to score 
goals.

“I like being the one that 
makes all the little things hap­
pen in order to get a goal and 
stuff,” she said. “It’s a little 
more aggressive than I 
thought, but I like it to be ag­
gressive.”

For the Carpenters and 
many other hockey families in 
the area, the Dec. 17 contest 
serves as an appetizer for the 
main course — namely the 
main course of high-level 
women’s hockey still about 
four months away.

tsmith@hometownlife.com

MENCOTTI
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markable statistic,” Grand 
Valley State third-year coach 
Jeff Hosler said. “Her goal 
total alone would place fourth 
in our conference for teams. 
And she had 13 assists on top of 

that, so it shows 
her versatility 
as a player, that 
she’s just not 
just a goal scor­
er, but has very 
good vision and 
can set up oth­
ers as well.” 

After earning 
first team all-state honors and 
helping Northville win the 
MHSAA Division 1 state cham­
pionship in 2014, Mencotti 
accepted the chance to play at 
Grand Valley alongside her 
older sister Alexis, who had 
her senior season cut short this 
fall in the fourth game, when 
she suffered a torn anterior 
cruciate knee ligament for the 
third time.

During her freshman year, 
Mencotti distinguished herself 
by scoring 16 goals, highlight­
ed by six game-winners, to go 
along with 11 assists as she 
earned second team All-Amer­
ica honors. During her sopho­
more year, she finished with 10 
goals and nine assists en route 
to all-Great Lakes Intercolle­
giate and all-Midwest acco­
lades.

“Gabby’s developed a lot in 
her time here,” Hosler said. “I 
think coming in as a freshman, 
she was a really good athlete, a 
great competitor, had a lot of 
pace and good, but raw, soccer 
ability. And she just worked 
really hard over time to be 
cleaner on the ball, better with 
her back to goal and she really 
has grown to be a very good

player in the air around the 
goal.”

Versatile player
Standing 5-feet-11, Mencotti 

can beat you in the air, but also 
on the ground one-on-one.

“Truthfully, I think she’s at 
her best when she’s taking 
players on, making well-timed, 
penetrating runs and creating 
problems for defenses that 
way,” Hosler said. “I think her 
ability around the goal is by far 
her biggest improvement 
that’s she’s made.”

Mencotti was able to take 
her game to a different level 
this season, as she was flanked 
by a couple of talented team­
mates up front in first team 
All-America player Marti Cor­
by and Kendra Stauffer.

“At the beginning of the 
year meeting, we talked about 
what my goals are for the sea­
son and what not,” Mencotti 
said. “And I set personal goals 
for myself. At the beginning of 
the year, I told (Hosler) I want­
ed to be the leading goal scorer 
on our team, so when that hap­
pened, that was great being the 
leading goal scorer in our divi­
sion and all of them, it was 
pretty cool. I had people play­
ing in balls perfectly, so all I 
had to do was flip it in the back 
of the net. I owe my team that, 
but I did surprise myself with 
how many, which was very 
exciting.”

Mencotti has also evolved 
into an all-around player that 
teammates will follow on and 
off the field.

“I think she’s a fierce com­
petitor,” Hosler said. “I think 
she’s a kid this year that 
brought everything she had to 
training on a daily basis. I 
think kids respond really well 
to her. She’s somebody as a 
junior that really developed a 
voice within the group. That 
served as an inspiring, com-

mitted voice for other players 
to turn to.”

Scholar-athlete
Mencotti, a finance major 

with a 3.75 grade-point aver­
age, also excels in the class­
room. Recently named the 
National Soccer Coaches Asso­
ciation of America Scholar 
Player of the Year, she’s con­
templating life down the road 
and where it might lead after 
she finishes her Grand Valley 
State soccer career.

“Once my career is over, I 
haven’t fully decided,” said 
Mencotti, who played youth 
club soccer for the Michigan 
Rush. “I don’t know if I’ll look 
to play soccer after. I might 
look into that to play a little bit. 
School-wise, I plan on getting 
my master’s and then just 
looking for a job from there. 
Maybe at some point, coach a 
team, even though its rec or 
club just to get back into it.”

This season proved to be 
challenging in more ways than 
one for the Lakers, who in 
addition to Alexis Mencotti, 
lost three other key area play­
ers to various injuries through­
out the season.

Starting goalie Emily Ma- 
resh (Northville), who starred 
as a freshman during the Lak­
ers’ 2015 NCAA championship 
run, missed the entire season 
and was red-shirted after un­
dergoing hip surgery.

Walking wounded
Meanwhile, starting sopho­

more midfielder Samantha 
Riga (Plymouth/Livonia Lady- 
wood) appeared in just five 
games before a leg injury end­
ed her season early, while sen­
ior midfielder Gabbie Guibord 
did recover from a knee issue 
and returned to play in the 
final four.

It was the Bermuda Trian­
gle of injuries.

“I think it was very tough, 
because everyone has a role on 
our team and some of those 
players who were injured had 
significant roles last year,” 
Mencotti said. “So adapting to 
that with Maresh not in goal, I 
thought Jen (Steinaway) 
stepped up and did really well. 
Guibord in the center ... she 
works harder than anyone I 
know. Having her sit out for 
the beginning of the season 
was very difficult, but when 
she came back it was good to 
have her back for end of the 
season. Riga was out for the 
whole season ... she was a vital 
piece to our formation up top. 
It was hard, but we were able 
to adapt, which was good.”

With one season of eligibil­
ity left, Mencotti believes the 
sun will rise again and the 
Lakers will challenge for an­
other national title.

“It’s going to be different, 
obviously, such an amazing 
group of seniors,” Mencotti 
said. “It’s always going to be 
hard to digest the fact and 
think how we’re going to move 
on and what not, but I think 
with the returners, everyone is 
going to be a year older. 
They’re going to have a year to 
grow, many of whom got plen­
ty of playing time. And we’ve 
got freshmen coming in. It’s 
going to be a good group and 
I’m super-excited for what’s to 
come.”

Mencotti, who had one goal 
and three assists during Grand 
Valley’s NCAA tourney run, 
wouldn’t trade this season for 
anything, other than that final 
match.

“Obviously, there’s a lot of 
positives to take away, but the 
main goal was not reached,” 
she said, “so definitely it was 
bittersweet.”
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Plymouth
goaltender

denies
Northville

Mustangs tie game, but 
succumb to OT winner

Tim Smith
hometownlife.com

Hockey coaches like 
Plymouth’s Gerry Vento 
have seen it happen many 
times. A goaltender gives up 
one goal and then another, in 
the blink of an eye.

How the goalie -  and his 
team -  responds after that is 
anybody’s guess. But Friday 
night against KLAA Ken­
sington Conference varsity 
boys hockey rival North- 
ville, Vento and the Wildcats 
got the best possible re­
sponse.

Junior goalie Brenden 
Olepa bounced back in a big 
way after Northville’s Dan­
iel McKee and Ty Kilar 
scored within a 12-second 
span in the third, turning a 
2-0 Plymouth lead into a 2-2 
contest. Olepa made a num­
ber of key stops the rest of 
regulation and overtime, 
buying time for teammate 
Tim Baldwin’s OT goal to 
give the Wildcats a 3-2 vic­
tory.

“It was a great game to 
watch and be a part of,” said 
Vento, whose team is 5-0-0 
in the KLAA South Division. 
“Neither team backed down 
and the compete level was 
high.

“I thought Olepa was the 
best player on the ice and, 
when your goalie was is the 
best player on the ice, you 
always have a chance to 
win.”

Olepa stopped 30 of 
Northville’s 32 shots, to win 
the excellent goaltending 
match-up against the Mus­
tangs’ Brett Miller (31 
saves).

Baldwin’s winner was a 
snapshot from between the 
circles, ripping the puck 
past Miller’s blocker. Assist­
ing on on the deciding goal 
was Nick Yankee.

But Vento stressed that 
the way Olepa and his team­
mates hung tough after 
McKee and Kilar scored 
was something for the Wild­
cats to build off of.

“I was really impressed 
with the way we responded 
after giving up those two 
quick goals that tied the 
game,” Vento said. “It would 
have been easy to pack it in 
and call it a night, but the 
boys dug deep and con­
tinued to battle.”

Plymouth opened the 
scoring with about two min­
utes left in the second peri­
od, on an unassisted goal by 
Jacob Balch.

The Wildcats then made 
it 2-0 with 15:04 to go in the 
third, with Jack VanDen- 
Beurgeury taking a feed 
from Nathan Stoneburg and 
finding the back of the 
Northville net.

The two-goal lead was 
very short-lived, however. 
McKee got one back with 
13:51 remaining, from Nick 
Bonofiglio and Josh Mitch­
ell.

Just 12 seconds later, the 
Mustangs (2-3-0) were cele­
brating again following the 
equalizer by Kilar (from 
McKee and Nate Czarnota.

For the final 13:39 of 
regulation, it was back and 
forth with goalies Olepa and 
Miller standing tall.

That led to Baldwin’s 
winner, which sparked a 
happy mob scene along the 
boards.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

MICHAEL VASILNEK

Plymouth goalie Brenden Olepa 
denies Northville's Jack Sargent, 
who is trying to jam the puck in 
at the left post during Friday's 
game at Novi Ice Arena.

mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
mailto:bemons@hometownlife.com
mailto:bemons1@twitter.com
mailto:tsmith@hometownlife.com
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R eal
^Estate
One*

Michigan is more than 
OUr market... ho
' u c  h I G A N '

COM M ERCE
2 4 8 .3 6 3 .8 3 0 0

MILFORD
2 4 8 .6 8 4 .1 0 6 5

Absolutely Perfect, Move In Ready Condo!
‘ Two bedrooms, two and half bathrooms, end unit condo 

‘ Lake v\ew w\th lake privileges, w\th pr\vate entry 

* Wonderful layout w\th open k\tchen, w\th new bu\lt in shelv\ng in 

l\v\ng room

‘ Updated master bathroom w\th marble flooring

M LS 216109696 248.684.1065 $169,900

Builder's Own Custom Colonial!
‘ Five bedrooms, four and h a l bathrooms, on 1.12 Acres 

* Gourmet kitchen w ith Granite counters, Cherry cabinets and huge 

pantry

*Main floor master suite with jetted tub and wa\k in closets 

‘ Finished basement w ith full kitchen, bar and media room

Cute Colonial!
*Four bedroom, two and halfbathrooms 

‘ Large foyer with hardwood flooring, formal dining room 

*Master bedroom with walk in closet, private ceramic bath 

*First floor laundry

MLS 216111444 248.684.1065 $300,000

Quiet, Secluded with Stunning Views!
‘ Three bedrooms, one and half bathroom, on over a half acre 

‘ Located on a peaceful court in Cobblestone Viiiage 

‘ Enjoy wonderful views from your screened in porch 

‘ Amust see Colonial!

Stunning Ranch!
‘ Three bedrooms, two bathrooms 

mOver 3,000 o f finished gorgeous living space 

‘  Dream kitchen w ith updated cabinets, granite countertops with 

stainless steel appliances 

‘ Finished basement w ith full bar

MLS 216113048 248.684.1065 $285,000

Corner Lot Colonial
‘ Four bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, charming Colonial 

‘ Stone fireplace, custom cabinets 

‘ Professionally finished basement with fu ll bath 

‘ Deck overlooking play area and lake privileges on Lake Chemung

Beautiful House, Perfect Setting!
‘ Four bedrooms, one and half bathrooms, on 2.5 acres

‘ Great home with iots o f updates and charm

‘ Master bedroom with walk in closet, and large pantry

‘ Three car garage with loaded storage racks

MLS 216114009 248.684.1065 $299,900

Completely Remolded Colonial!
‘ Three bedrooms, one and halfbathrooms, w ith lake access 

‘  Stunning kitchen w ith granite countertops, t ile  backsplash and 

stainless steel appliances 

‘ New paint, custom trim and carpet throughout 

‘ Gorgeous 400 square foot cedar deck

M LS 216084025 248.684.1065 $459,000

Stunning Condo! Great Location!
‘ Three bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, end unit condo

‘ Elegant kitchen with cherry cabinets and granite counter tops

‘ Convenient first floor laundry

‘ Finished basement w ith full bath and wine closet

M LS 216107766 248.684.1065 $229,000

MLS 216107592 248.684.1065 $265,000 MLS 216104747 248.684.1065 $289,900

The Perfect Colonial for Horse Owners!
‘ Four bedrooms, four bathrooms on 2.01 acres 

‘ Original Red Oak wood floors on main floor 

‘ Large basement w ith full bathroom and walkout 

‘ Massive deck for entertaining

M LS 216093499 248.684.1065 $319,000

M LS 216109602 248.684.1065 $229,900

Gorgeous Custom Built Home on 1+ Acre!
‘ Four bedroom, three and halfbathroom, Cape Cod 

‘ Formal dining room with Bay window and Crown molding 

‘ Spacious first floor bedrooms

‘  Finished walkout basement w ith family room, game room and full 

bathroom with shower

M LS 216097767 248.684.1065 $339,000

Immaculate Home!
‘ Four bedrooms, two and halfbathroom, beautiful Colonial 

‘ Kitchen with new granite and hardwood floors 

‘ Master bedroom with huge waik-in closet and private bath 

‘ Great private yard

MLS216071707 248.684.1065 $299,900

Homes-Rent

Rooms-Rent

“Our agent was attentive to our needs,” C &  DR

FIN D  TH E  
RIGHT 

HOM E FOR 
YOU.

Three of kinda
nde Mobil CollectionPresent HomeF com

FREE RENT UNTIL January 1st!
$498** moves you in!

Homes starting as low as $ 1,099/month! 

3& 4 Bedroom Homes Available!
Don’t delay &call today! These homes are going fast! 

CallSun Homestoday (888) 685-0265 
Or apply on line at www.4northville.com 

South Lyon Schools!
OFFICE HOURS:

M-F 8a-5:30p • Sat 9 a -1 p
Offer expires 12/31/2016

“ Some restrictions apply. EHO
mi

S U N l IO M E S

■ ■tW IH -l

B B S

B e lle v ille  Country L iv in g
3 bdrm  ranch, 2 B A 's, F o rm a l LR  & 
D in ing rm , Oak kitchen  w /b reakfast 

nook, a ll app liances, Fam  Rm 
w /fire p lace , F lo rid a  rm  w /deck o ff 

back, CA $110,000 
C entu ry  21 C aste lli 734-525-7900

Real Estate

great place to live

Wayne-3br/1ba bung , fenced yd ., fu ll 
bsm t, new ca rpet, no a p p li. &  no pets. 

$800/mo+ Dep. Call 734-722-4317

N o rth v ille  o r P lym outh  D w tn . 1st
week w ith  fu ll deposit. Furnished 
sleeping rm s. N ew ly decor. $95/wkly. 
Sec. Dep. 248-305-9944

Turn your dust 
into dollars by 

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad! m  c

1PI Mm fc.

HomcFindcrGoode play com
Mobile Website

Learn more at homefinder.com/apps

Sol By.

M tftinlm ay I

http://www.4northville.com
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CLASSIFIEDS O bserver &  E ccentric
Phono: 800-S7V-73S6 

Fajc; 313-49*-49*8 
Email: aeadsitftiomBiDwnlife.ccfn

Plac e o n  a d  on lin e  24/7 04 
adverliw.hometciwnlilis^wTi

IHomeFinder
.com

Deadlines: Friday at 4pm far Sunday 
Tuesday al 3pm for ThursdayCPREER

BUILDER"
c lass llteds.hom etow n l lfa .com

Al advertisirtg published in HoJnetawnlita/O&E M e oo  new spaper issu iqe tl to  tae coftaiikjns staled in Ihe oppicafc le  rata aardts) Copies cn j OvOildWS 1fe*n 1he c lw t i i t a  OdvSiflti'SO dsportmnnr: 6200 Mel- 
ropdltan PWwy, S taling htat^ir^ rW 44312, or call 600-572-7356. ■ The hiewspapei reserves 1he ri^H  nor to a cce p r anadvem ser's order The Mevn^paper reserves rne right taedti. r^tase. reject, ckjssrfy or cancel 
end p i j  o r ony iL-r*. All o d t <51$ Sutjfldt lo  opfY ouol Uofer o pufcfcLaltan * O j i  seta! taptMOiHotivw hovn ns Okftheiiiy 1e h ir'd  this now ifjopo i a n d  only pufcticcfifcn or an adveilBem enl snail com m ute rlnca 
acceptance o f tae cdverMser'scrdei. ■ Advertisers are resparedle for reodag  Iheir adfsji Ihe Yst rime II appeals & repotting any errors itimedierBiy. When mere than one inserltan of :bu sorne OdverHsemenr 
Is ordered, arty 1he fm  Incarrscr Insertion \vi: Pe credlfea. Tne N ew ipqper such not be liable far any loss or expense mal results from an error or Gmsslan of on CKJvemsnnent. No refunds for early can ce la tion  o f 
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In print, online and on the go

www.careerbuildef̂ wft

move on from your current job, 
that usually means you are not 
happy," he says, % poor atti­
tude at work can be a red flag 
to employers that you no lon­
ger want to be there. (Slaying 
positive} also goes a long way 
in making ihe eventual separa­
tion amicable, since you never 
want to bum bridges with a 
former employer,"

He also says you should 
search on your own time. 
"Don't use work hours or your 
office computer to conduct 
your job search, Many com­
panies have tools that moni­
tor web traffic,” Mahan notes. 
Those tools can flag users 
who visit job boards and 
social networks.

Lastly, Mahan says, be 
selective when choosing 
references, "Recruiters may 
ask if ihey can contact your 
current employer. Sometimes, 
this is just a curve ball Id find 
out more about why you are 
leaving,"he says,Have a 
good canned response ready 
for that question if it comes 
up, Also, make sure you really 
trust anyone you put down 
fora referral not to spill the 
beans."

BY DEBRA AUERBACH
CAREERBUILDEFt

Anyone who has 
searched lor work 
knows that it's a full­

time job. When you're already 
employed but wantio make a 
ca reer change, you may won­
der how you'll ever find (he 
time. What's more, you have 
to conduct your search with 
some level of secrecy, assum­
ing that your current company 
doesn't know you're looking.

Experts share these tips on 
navigating the tricky waters 
of job-hunting while you're 
employed.

Use automation 
to your advantage.

Donna Shannon, president 
and CEO of the Personal 
Touch Career Services, says 
the key to efficiency is au­
tomating the process. T o r 
example, rather than search­
ing through a website every 
day, have CareetBuilder email 
you the new jobs that f l  within 
your search criteria," she says, 
She also suggests notating 
which employment site sends 
you job postings each day so 
you receive new opportunities 
regularly,

GETTY IMAGES

your free time to your search, 
However, that could actually 
backfire.

“My Mo. 1 piece of advice 
tor job seekers who are cur­
rently employed is to set aside 
one to two times per week to 
job-search and to really focus, 
versus spending a bit ot time 
each day.1' says Christy Hop­
kins, a hum an-resources con­
sultant and writer for Fit Small 
Business. "When you set 
aside two time slots, like 7 to 
9 p.m.Thursdays and 8 to 10 
a.m. Saturdays, you can actu­
ally locus and get job applica­
tions done with a high level of 
attention to detail. It you just 
come home from work and

plop down with the TV blar­
ing and exhausted from your 
day to job-search — and you 
do this every day — you will 
bum out, and you will make 
mistakes on applications."

whom you really trust and 
you think are in the position 
to advise you about where to 
look and where opportunities 
may lie" she says, “It's also a 
great idea to speak to lormer 
employers, assuming you lelt 
on good terms and would con­
sider returning"

Tap your network — 
wisely.

Utilizing your personal and 
professional network can 
pay off when you’re look­
ing for a job. whether or nol 
you're employed. It's how 
you approach your contacts 
Ihal’s importanl, says Nancy 
H alpem, a princi pal al K NH tact so you r em player doesn't 
Associates. "Be highly selec- catch you job-hunting, First, 
live and careful whom you talk stay positive at work. “ If you 
lo. Pick out only ihose people have made the decision to

Debra Auerbach is a whiter 

tor toe AdVfce A Resources 
section on C9 feefBuiider.com. 
She researches and writes 
about job-search strategy, career 
maoagentppt, hiring, trends and 

wodfp/ace issues.

D e s i g n a t e  s p e c ific  
jo b - s e a r c h  t im e s .

When you're employed 
and looking, it might seem 
as if you should devote ail

R E A L  E S T A T E  5A L E S  
O P P O R T U N I T Y

M ien is(X*.̂  «! R E Al tor 
E c rp  M ioh Co*rtr»«'»'ciP arxc*TW 
R a o id lv  E x p a n d in g  R e a l E s ta r e  

M a r k e t  S t a r t  E a r n in g  C o m m  rsa lo r *  
Right Away

K J w n  T o u r  O w n  P r a c t ic e  
+E t  Y o u r  O w n  B oss  

- W e r x  Y e^ ir S C h fd y r#
• You D rrrr*n m e  Y ou r l*>conw 

• Ear us Programs ■Hooiiriii HevSisan lity.» Riiir̂ mant 
•Full T>rw Support SHrtf 
P A T  R Y A N ,  R E A L T O R  <*H) 3*144 W

P4i1iRverk® R+*PlE'kile»FOrtr cem

d u a l i t y  C a o rd in a to r &  
Lab Tedinkitin

■MaaFer Aulc-m a’ ic a  precision 
mach In rrg sudo I e-r has im m ed ia te  
6jgtffnnfl1i iQf  ■Sur' frudHtV L06  Tp* 
Ideal candidates, w ill hove slrc^ig 
etioerleriCfr w^no G D 5T , D e fo rm - 
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F a x :

E m a il:  h ■ j m c s tt- ia u fa m d ic .c a m Find what you 
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MICHIGAN AD NETWORK SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD 1-800-579-7355
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tft reserved

Fin d  a  n s w  Jo b  or c o ro e r Discover your new home Turn h e re  for y o u r n e x t v e h ic le Auctions, pets, services 4 stuff

HOMES &JO B S AU TO STUFF

In partnership w ith
C3 CRR.EE R BUILDER

EMPLOYEES: in itiacsa iwiuititient ftd in the OBSERVES S, ECCENTRIC OR HOMETOWN WEEKLY and nil CTlrucrllLiiidui min call BBa-263-5d02 m e-mail MlchJabi:4fgarirt6lt.ce)m

W hoEhor y o u 're  looking fo r  y o u r  f irs t  jo b  o r  f irs t  co rn e r office , 

y o u r  next o p p o rtu n ity  is w a iting .
MISCELLANEOUS

Check out the new CareerBuilder.com

< 9  C A R E E R  BU ILD ERSTEEL aUlEPINtS

CONTINUE YOUR SEARCH AT

*3 C R R E E R B U ILD E R jCCHT

^ E i  GET ALERTS
Set. up an e mail aleit to r«cervre- 
i (scisiiimended jobs oaeli wefifc.

®  POST RESUME
Encourage amployers Id contact you by 

posting your resuiwo cuiline.

FIND ADVICE
MasLei job search skills with exp«iit 

advico and career pcsouices.

FO LLOW  C A h E E n S U iL D E R

f  D  rn

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- fp-------------------------------------------------------------- ------- -------------------------------------------------



h o m e to w n life .co m C lass ified  A d v e rtis in g : 1 -8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5 0 & E Media | Thursday, December 15, 2016 (HTW) B7

Professional G reat Buys ♦ I

Personal Chef Professiona l, 
experienced C IA  tra in ed  chef seeks 
p a rt t im e  positions cooking o rgan ic , 
e th ica l, n u tritio n a l m eals fo r in d i­
v idua ls  o r fam ilie s . (248)231-9322 

e lizabethe lliott922@ gm ail.com

*

neighborly Deals...

CANTON - Thurs-Sat. 9:30a-3p 
45831 Sam antha D r. o ff Geddes, 1 

m i fro m  M ich igan  Ave 
Huge Esta te : Love to Shop! M a ­

hogany D in ing  room set leather fu r ­
n itu re , f rp l,  bedroom set, some new 

item s, tons of c lo th ing  w ith  tags, 
E ve ry th in g  fro m  A-Z. G reat fo r the 

holidays. See photos at 
w w w .a tticesta tesa les.com  

734-771-4537

POLE BARNS, GARAG ES & add-ons
8103600828 pete ryoungca rpentry .com

Lawn & Garden Care
A aron 's  Ace Tree Service C lim b ing
E xpe rt. Insured. 517-376-0159

Dearborn Hghts - 7457 P la in fie ld
F ri. &  Sat. 10a-4p a ll nice hshold 

For pics &  in fo  go to estatesales.net

P a in ting  By Robert • W a llpaper 
Rem oval • In te r io r  • E x te rio r^  P las te r/ 
D ryw a ll R epa ir •S ta in ing. 40 y rs  exp 
Free E st! 248-349-7499 o r 734-464-8147

A L L  RO O FING  - Licensed, Free 
estim ates Reasonable prices. 

517.881.0137

D&R RO O FING  & S ID IN G  
Free est. Don: 517-376-2064

L E A K  Repairs, F lasing V a lleys etc. 
tea r offs. 30yrs exp. BBB M em ber T r i 

County Roofing lic /ins 810-220-2363

Snow P low ing Res. most d rivew ays  
$25+ 734-564-2289 o r 734-878-3555

Com m unit

find a new friend...

» i.i.i,, w w

Cocker Spaniel P up-A K C , B eautifu l 
buff m ale  w /a ll puppy shots, g reat 
tem peram ent. E xper. 313-645-7000

Y o rk ie  Pups- 8 weeks, fem /m a, b lack 
brown, 8-10lbs, Sweet tem pered G reat 
w ith  kids. $250 each. 313-330-4805

R E FR IG E R A TO R S  $150 &  up! Range, 
w a she r/d rye r $125 &  up! 90 day 

w a rra n ty /d e liv e ry !C a ll: (734) 796-3472

Acoustic G u ita r, Casio Keyboard, 
Peavy M ix in g  Board w / 2 am ps, Boy 
B ike &  G irl B ike loaded 734-459-1112

Wanted to Buy
CASH P A ID  or CO N S IG N M E N T fo r
V in tage, A ntique  &  O ther V aluable  
Items. S ingle item s to storage units 
to e n tire  estates. P rofessional, 
courteous, fa ir ,  honest, d iscreet o lder 
gentlem an. I D R IV E  TO YOU. Coins, 
costume & fine  je w e lry , kn ick  knacks, 
m ilita ry ,  co llections, books, toys, 
stereos, instrum en ts, ephem era, 
c lo th ing , C h ris tm as, much more. 
R ichard , BSE, M B A :
248-795-0362, www.1844wepayyou.com

W A N TE D  TO B U Y : O lder M o to rcy ­
cles, Snowmobiles &  ATVs. Running

& Non-Running Cond. 810-775-9771

W A N T E D : Used F ish ing  Tackle .
Deer H u n te r &  Successful M aste r 

A ng le r Patches 734-890-1047

LOW COST V AC C IN E  W E LLN ES S  
C L IN IC  TSC ~  New Hudson 

Sun., Ja nu a ry  8th 2-5PM
DHPP Lepto CV BDT $38, 3 year 

Rabies $14, H e a rtw o rm  Test $15 w / 
purchase of 6 m onths hea rtw o rm  
prevention. M U ST B R IN G  AD. 

Questions: 313-686-5701

announcements, events...

LOW COST V E T  V AC C IN E  
W E LLN ES S  C L IN IC  

TSC ~  W H IT E  L A K E  
10150 H igh land  Rd. Sun. Jan. 15th, 
4PM -6:30PM DHPP Lepto CV BDT 
$38, 3 year Rabies $14, H eartw orm  

Test $15 w / purchase of 6 months 
hea rtw o rm  prevention.

M UST B R IN G  A D . Skin, E a r &  Eye 
exam s a va il. 313-686-5701

A ny persons who witnessed a m o tor 
veh ic le  acciden t in vo lv ing  a Ford 

Edge &  Consumers Power T ru ck  on 
J u ly  3, 2016 at a pp ro x im a te ly  11:36 

p.m . a t the in tersection  of E igh t 
M ile  Road &  H agge rty  Roads 

please ca ll Cheryl a t 734.994.0200.

LOW COST V E T  V AC C IN E  
W E LLN ES S  C L IN IC  

TSC (W H IT M O R E  L A K E )
6850 W h itm ore  Lake 

S atu rday, Jan. 14th 10am-1pm 
DHPP Lepto CV BDT $38, 3 year 

Rabies $14, H e artw orm  Test $15 w / 
purchase of 6 months hea rtw o rm  

p reven tion . M UST B R IN G  AD. 
Skin, E a r &  Eye exam s a va il. 

313-686-5701

Turn your dust into 
dollars by placing a 

CLASSIFIED ad!

Assorted

e m s  q
a\\ kinds of things.

NASCAR D iecast Model Cars co llec ­
tion o ver 200. make o ffe r 313-318-9600

Find
your
new
job

HERE!

Gf
RESEARCH

cars.com

ALL DRIVE. No drama:

«>VE d r a m a ?

f o r g e t  T O  
d e l e t e  y o u r

B R O W S E R  d \
H IS T O R Y / ®

HATE DRAMA?
GO TO CARS.COM,

Research. Price, Find. Only Cars.com helps 
you get the right cor without oil the drama.

RESEARCH

R cars.com  j)

ALL DRIVE. No dram a:'

■DLOOD® PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSW ORD PUZZLER

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
sm cclellan@ m ichigan.com . Want more puzzles? Check out the “ Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at

QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 8

3 5 6

6 8 3

9 3 7 1

5 4

4 1 9 2

7 9 3

4 2 8

8 7

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must till each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers 
will appear by using the numeric clues 
provided in the boxes. The more numbers 
you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

P Z L I- 8 8 9 9 6
9 9 8 6 Z P I- 8 L
e 6 I- L 9 9 8 P Z
8 e Z 9 L 6 9 V P
6 p 9 Z 8 I- L 9 8
I- L 9 8 P 9 6 Z 8
L 9 6 P V 8 Z 8 9
Z 8 P 9 9 L 8 6 I-
9 I- 8 8 6 Z P L 9

NATIONAL PARK WORD SEARCH
G Q D J A E K A L R E T A R C T Q N W C
R D K 0 G R A N D T E T 0 N S A B K C A
A A E S E K C I P M Y L 0 E K R 0 0 c R
N M N H A A P H Q F A N R H Y B N A T L
D A A U S T Y I E K K 0 F C U G D W N S
C M I A A M S E E S F I E K A I S I Y B
A M F T G A Y C L D S C J R A G S K U A
N 0 J R U I L J E L A V E K N A I W M D
Y T 0 E A A V I E N A E M I B N R 0 P S
0 H R E R K F R Y L E V R T G A U p A B
N C D K 0 I 0 0 L V G p A S N N A G K A
C A S Z R Y N E E L S E C G T I U C L I
B V Q T A D Y R A T R A E R 0 T E A V L
I E E L P A G C 0 G N L A U R H K P R A
S P E G J L I H T Y L I Q 0 E A A 0 M N
c J V G A E G U 0 B N E T N E T A Y N E
A P E D R B 0 N A I S Y T L R H W N U D
Y L E B 0 D Y A E R R K A Z Z I 0 N Z C
N S A K M L H R E D N H S D N A L D A B
E Y F Y E L L 0 W S T 0 N E L 0 V P V G

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

WORDS
ACADIA
ARCHES
BADLANDS
BISCAYNE
BRYCE CANYON
CARLSBAD
CONGAREE
CRATER LAKE
CUYAHOGA VALLEY
DENALI
DRY TORTUGAS 
EVERGLADES 
GLACIER BAY 
GRAND CANYON 
GRAND TETON 
GREAT BASIN 
HALEAKALA 
HOT SPRINGS 
ISLE ROYALE 
JOSHUA TREE 
KATMAI
KENAI FJORDS 
KINGS CANYON 
KOBUK VALLEY 
LAKE CLARK 
MAMMOTH CAVE 
MOUNT RAINIER 
OLYMPIC
PETRIFIED FOREST
SAGUARO
SEQUOIA
WRANGELL
YELLOWSTONE
ZION

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE

mailto:elizabethelliott922@gmail.com
http://www.atticestatesales.com
http://www.1844wepayyou.com
mailto:smcclellan@michigan.com
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TV  ADVERTISING FOR AUTO DEM ERS IR IS  SEASON POINTS TO 
CONTINUING POWER OF THE MEDIUM TO MOVE METAL

F r o m  
‘December to 

Rem em ber” to 
“Happy Florida 
Days,” this months 
has become a 
crucial period 
for auto dealers 
in metro Detroit 
and nationwide. 
A nd they still 
rely on television 
advertising-both 
at the brand level 

and the regional dealership-group level 
-  to make the most of it.

If you’ve got any doubts that television 
advertising retains a crucial role in 
feeding the automotive marketing funnel, 
just turn on the TV for a few minutes 
this Christmas season. Inundation with

holiday-themed brand and regional 
dealer ads for Audi, Honda, Toyota, 
Jeep, Ford, Chevrolet, Cadillac and 
others will ensue.

Just as auto brands face a big need 
and opportunity to move the metal 
now in w hat has become a hugely 
im portant December each year, it 
seems they may be rediscovering the 
role th at television advertising can 
play in encouraging actual car sales 
as well as in creating brand awareness 
and impressions.

Much of the former role has been 
parceled out to digital advertising over the 
past decade, but campaigns like Lexus’ 
annual “December to Remember,” as 
well as some new data from the Video 
Advertising Bureau (VAB), suggest 
that many auto marketers are giving 
a closer look to the capabilities of TV.

“The truth is that TV and digital work

together very well,”
Sean Cunningham, 
president and CEO 
of the VAB, told 
me. “TV has done 
a good job of fueling 
digital, which does an 
especially good job 
with dealer offerings.
But too much of 
the attribution for 
success has been 
assumed to be 
digital. Now we're 
seeing more awareness that it was the 
wrong division of labor.”

Consider the deluge of TV advertising 
for the crucial holiday prom otion 
season that has emerged for the auto 
industry over the past several years, 
for the first time turning the period 
into a fertile sales period after it pretty

much had been deadsville for most of 
the industry’s history.

“There was $161 million spent on 
Black Friday on automotive advertising 
on TV alone,” Cunningham noted. “And 
the reason is that the industry knows 
right now is the period when they have 
to move those vehicles, an inordinate 
volume of units. And when you need 
to mobilize customers en masse, in a 
tight timeframe between now and the 
end of the year, they understand that 
TV is going to light up their online 
instruments and fill dealer showrooms 
with tra& c.”

“Start Your Engines,” a new study 
by the VAB that surveyed active auto 
shoppers in November, found that TV 
carried the most influence of all media 
throughout their decision process. It 
turned out that millennials were twice 
as likely to become aware of their local 
car dealership via TV (56 percent) than 
the next leading means, online search 
(26 percent), while 25- tO 54-year-olds 
were 74 percent more likely, 53 percent 
TV versus 3O percent search.

And when it came to deciding to take 
a test drive, 40 percent of millennials 
and adults 25-54 cited TV as their 
primary motivator.

“These findings fly in the face of 
several automakers’ recent requirements 
that 50 percent of local advertising go 
to digital media, said Evelyn Skukovich, 
VAB’s vice president of strategic research 
and insights.

“TV ads are pointing people to dealers

and putting them in cars. And most 
often it’s TV ads that direct people 
to auto web sites, which is consistent 
with the catalyst role that TV plays 
in social media.”

Indeed, more than half of shoppers 
visited an automaker’s site after seeing 
a TV ad in the VAB study, versus fewer 
than 30 percenet for online search. 
This held true across demographics 
by a significant margin. Similarly, one 
in three were prom pted to look up 
more information online after seeing 
aT V  ad.

In the discovery phase, millennials 
cited TV at 47 percent and online search 
at 45 percent, while 25-to-54-year-old 
cited search at 46 percent and TV at 
42 percent. Among both groups, TV 
held an advantage of 2-to-1 over social 
media and more than 3-to-1 over online 
video and magazines. The numbers 
were consistent across gender and 
demographics, with fully 57 percent 
saying they’re in discovery until a 
month before they buy.

“In term s of discovery and 
consideration,” Skukovich told me, 
“people will be surprised to know how 
much TV ads have impact in terms of 
pushing them to the dealership and 
getting them in the car. The majority 
of people believe that online search is 
the big driver, but that’s not necessarily 
the case.

Skukovich concluded: “A lot of brands 
that went away from TV are coming 
back to TV advertising, realizing its 
power.”

Autos Wanted

H &  W $$ fo r ju nk  vehic les, Free tow , 
Buying repa irab les. 734-223-5581

Running or Not W anted! 
H ighest $$$ Paid.
Free friendly towing! 
ALL scrap metal, Bat­
teries wanted too. 
C a ll: 248.437.0094

Running or Not W anted! 
H ighest $$$ Paid.
Free friendly towing! 
ALL scrap metal, Bat­
teries wanted too. 
C a ll: 248.437.0094

Sa tu rn  08' A u ra  X E  Super clean , 79k 
m i., runs g re a t! $6500 248-798-1561

We can sell it in CLASSIFIED!

Find
w h a t you 

w a n t in 

CLASSIFIED!

Find
what

you
want
in

CLASSIFIED!

Turn your dust 
into dollars by 

placing a 
CLASSIFIED ad!

LOVE d ra m a?
forget to
delete your
browser
history.

HATE D R A M A ?
G O  T O  CA RS.CO M .

Research, Price. Find, O nly Cars.com  helps 
you ge t the  righ t ca r w ith o u t all the  dram a.

E f PRICE 9
RESEARCH

cars.com

ALL DRIVE. No drama."



OVER 100 YEARS of AAA SALES AND 
CLAIM EXPERIENCE
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Auto insurance through AAA. 
From the peace of mind experts.
For generations, AAA has been providing its customers with 
peace of mind. But recently, drivers who switched to auto 
insurance through AAA got something more - savings of 
up to 35%, with additional discounts available for bundling 
with home insurance, being a member of AAA, safe driving 
records, air bags, car alarms and more.

This office is a locally owned and operated business and a 
proud supporter of our community. Let me show you how you 
can have real peace of mind with insurance through AAA.

CONTACT ME FOR A
FAST, EASY HASSLE-FREE QUOTE:

Nicholas Pallas or Gerri Witowski 
(7m 4)453-2100
Fax: 7M-667-3396

AAA Michigan
1365 S. Main Street, Suite E
Plymouth, MI 48170
nppallas@aaamichigan.com

Insurance

AUTO * HOME • F//?E • BU5/NE55 * COMMERCIAL * LIFE * HEAiJH * D/5AB/L/1Y

Auto and home Insurance underwritten by Auto Club Insurance Association family of companies. 
Other insurance products underwritten by other insurers through AAA's ACG Insurance Agency, LLC 
and identified on insurance documents specific to the insurance product.

mailto:nppallas@aaamichigan.com

