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All in the family
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Locals offer home away from home for USA Hockey players
Tim  Smith
hom etownlife.com
USA  TO D A Y  N E TW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

The long journey for National Hockey 
League players such as Detroit Red 
Wings star forward Dylan Larkin in­
volves plenty of God-given talen t and a 
non-stop desire to excel.

But th a t quest often requires a neces­
sary pit stop for players in the USA 
Hockey National Team Development 
Program, where Larkin cut his teeth  be­

fore moving on to the University of 
Michigan and the NHL.

We’re talking about unsung heroes — 
billet families who provide stability, 
friendship and a calm -before-the- 
storm environm ent for the  teenagers 
who spend two years hundreds and 
even thousands o f miles from their ac­
tual homes.

The next Larkin, Patrick Kane or Aus- 
ton M athews goes through their paces 
on the ice in hopes of hearing their nam e 
called someday by an NHL general m an­

ager. Off the ice, they can’t get to th a t 
destination w ithout dow n-to-earth  
people such as the Birchlers, McKen- 
drys and Wrights, among m any others.

They give unconditional love and 
friendship — and no m atter where a 
player winds up, it’s as valuable to suc­
cess as skating, stickhandling and 
sniping top shelf.

"My host family is a special group,” 
said Luke Martin, a defensem an in the

See FAMILIES, Page 10A

An Ypsilanti m an was arrested 
March 5 after being found outside the 
Meijer in Northville Township with 
four bottles of high-priced tequila u n ­
der his coat.

The 25-year-old was charged with 
larceny under a township ordinance 
and turned over the next day to  sher­
iff’s deputies from W ashtenaw Coun­
ty, where he was w anted on an  o u t­
standing warrant, a  Northville Town­
ship Police D epartm ent report stated. 
He was scheduled for a Wednesday, 
March 21, pretrial hearing on the larce­
ny charge in 35th District Court.

The four bottles of tequila together 
retailed a t more than  $240, police said.

The shoplifting occurred shortly 
before 5 p.m. March 5 a t the store on 
Haggerty. Via a video monitor, a Meijer 
security worker saw a man, whom she 
recognized from a February shoplift­
ing, select boxed bottles of liquor and 
put them  in a shopping cart, she later 
told police.

The worker began trailing the m an 
in the store and later told police she 
w itnessed him hide the  liquor under 
his coat. When she confronted him  as 
he left without paying, she said, he 
continued walking. She called police.

A responding police sergeant saw a 
m an who fit the description of the th ief 
walking in a grassy area betw een the 
store and the Meijer gas station, the 
police report read.

Blocking his path, the  sergeant con­
fronted the m an, twice telling him to 
take his hands out of his coat pockets, 
the report said.

W hen the m an complied, four 
boxed tequila bottles fell onto the 
ground from under his coat, police 
said.

Contact M att Jachm an a t mjach- 
man@ hometoumlife.com.
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District lists Main Street property for sale
The Northville Public Schools district 

has released a request for proposal for 
the sale of its 501W. Main Street proper­
ty in Northville. The property includes 
the former Main Street Elementary 
School structure built in 1936, which 
currently houses Early Childhood class­
rooms and the district’s adm inistrative 
office. The property is being listed by

Great Northern Consulting Group Real 
Estate Services and Consulting in Ann 
Arbor. i

The RFP offers three options for bid­
ding:

I Option 1 includes the purchase of 
the 43,610-square-foot building for re- 
purposing on approximately LI acres, 
w ith an additional 70- by 160-foot lot.

I Option 2 provides for the purchase 
of the 0.96 acres, along with the 70- by 
160-foot lot for residential redevelop­
ment, after the school district dem ol­
ishes the building.

I Option 3 provides for the purchase 
of one or more individual lots after the 
school district dem olishes the building 
and subdivides the property.

The property is currently zoned R-1B 
First Density Residential District (sin­
gle-family residential). The R-1B zoning 
allows for single-family residential lots 
w ith a minimum of 60 feet o f frontage 
and a minimum of 7,200 square feet of 
lot area. Under the R-1B zoning, the  site

Sm  PROPERTY, Page 2A

Tequila falls 
from coat as 
cop confronts 
would-be thief
Matt Jachman
hom etownlifc.com
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c r e d i t  u n io n

11 -  1 PM KITCHEN WORKSHOP 
1:30 -  2:30 PM BATHROOM WORKSHOP 
Sign up for one or both of the workshops. 

Receive a free planning guide  
Build your investment budget 

M eet with our A W A R D  W IN N IN G  designers

ransitions
REMODELING

d o n 't m oke, the, w-oAftihcvfi?
Call tod a y for a FREE in hom e 

consultation with one of our 
designers! .

Call 248-260-2468 to reserve your spot or register online 
27260 Haggerty Rd. Suite A1 | Farmington Hills, MI

Visit www.transitionsrefnodeling.com to book a free in-home consultation

W e  w e l c o m e  y o u
to bank with us.
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Library hosts annual Battle of the Books
2A I  THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018 I  O S  f  MEDIA <n r >

The first-place team was the Reader Raiders from Hillside Middle School.

The Northville District Library host­
ed its 12th annual Battle of the Books 
reading com petition March 14 a t North­
ville High School. More than  150 middle 
school s tuden ts com peted on 29 team s 
to answ er questions about seven books 
they  read as a team  for this fun reading 
competition.

The Reader Raiders, a team  of sixth- 
and  eighth-graders from Hillside Mid­
dle School, won first place, scoring 255 
points out o f a  possible 280. Team 
m em bers include Siddharth Tirumala 
Kanduri, Ved and Nila Muthusamy, 
Sophia Alexander, Andrew He and Vish- 
alakshi Meyyappan. The team  was 
m anaged by Viji Velayutham and 
M uthu Sivanantham .

Second place was awarded to the 
Purple People Readers, from Meads 
Mill, which included Elena Czamecki, 
Casey Leonard, Claire M asters, Mirielle
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Bros, Sienna Calloway and Piper Ryan. 
Third place was awarded to the Meeps, 
from Hillside, which included Zachary 
Hoshaw, Rishi Narendra Kumar, Adhi 
Kunju, Sohan Madishetty, Alexander 
Milojevic and Aryan Shah. Fourth place 
was a tie  betw een Books, Brains & Be­
yond from Meads Mill — including Sri- 
hari Hebbar, Rithik Deshpande, Saket 
Kulkami, Aditya Giniwala and Tanmay 
Kundapur — and The Secret Service 
team  from Our Lady of Victory, includ­
ing Eve Martin, Kiersten Hein, Emily 
Kuebler, Maggie Newell, Ava Camaj and 
Lauren Mullan.

"It was great to see the enthusiasm  of *" 
over 150 middle school students who 
com peted in this year's competition,” 
said Natalie Molnar, teen services li­
brarian. “Our goal is to make this a fun 
experience, while a t the sam e tim e en ­
couraging as m any middle school s tu ­
dents as possible to read a variety of 
types of books. The com petition is set 
up so th a t not only avid readers, but also 
those more reluctant readers, can have 
fun participating together as a team.

“This event brings middle schoolers 
into the library to check out not only 
battle books, but to utilize our online 
homework help databases and to par­
ticipate in special teen programs,” she 
added.

There are ve two teen  events sched­
uled in April: DIY Teacup & Mug Bird- 
feeders, 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 
18. Teens will upcycle teacups and sau­
cers into a fantastic birdfeeder -  and 
then  make some birdseed to go with it. 
Also, W hose Lyric Is It Anyway: Broad­
way Trivia Bash, from noon to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 28, an evening of Broad-

Property
Continued from Page 1A

allows for a maximum of approximately 
five units/lo ts. The proposed m aster 
plan for the area allows for a higher den ­
sity of development. However, in an ef­
fort to ensure any proposed redevelop­
m ent of the property is neighborhood- 
friendly, the school district is requiring 
all proposals include a concept plan 
proposal w ith the site and elevations of

way sing-a-longs and a trivia show ­
down. The Teen Summer Reading pro­
gram, including prizes and special pro­
grams, begins Friday, June 15.

Library staff would like to thank  the 
faculty and staff of Meads Mill, Hillside, 
Our Lady o f Victory and Northville High 
School, as well as all team  m anagers and

the hom es or project planned for the 
site.

RFPs are due Thursday, April 19. The 
school district will continue to occupy 
the  501 W. Main Street building and 
property through late 2018. If sold for re­
developm ent, the  school district will de­
molish the building prior to closing on 
the  sale in spring 2019.

The decision to sell the Main Street 
property is part of a $104.85 million 
bond approved by voters in November 
2017 to improve the school district’s ag­
ing facilities, enhance security and pro­

volunteers. The Friends of the North­
ville District Library sponsor this pro­
gram each year and help to make it a 
success.

Complete Battle o f the Books scores 
and photos can be found at the library's 
website on the teen page a t www.north- 
villelibrary.org.

vide m odem  learning environm ents 
across the d istrict’s schools. Under the 
bond plan, the school district is selling 
the Main Street building and property 
and refurbishing and renovating the 
previously m othballed Old Village 
School, adjacent to the Main Street 
property, to  house additional preschool 
classroom s and the district’s adm inis­
trative offices.

For more information, contact Great 
Northern a t 586-703-9882 or 
greatcgroup@ aol.com.

• '’fJT

Thinking about remodeling your home?
Join us for a remodeling workshop March 31st

at our kitchen & bath showroom

2 1 9 8 5  P o n t i a c  T r a i l .  S o u t h  L y o n  

2 2 2 4 5  H a g g e r t y ,  N o v i  

4 4 5 7 5  W .  T w e l v e  M i l o ,  N o v i

Open an account online or at any of our 
10 Southeast Michigan branches.

b a n k .d if f e r e n t .

v i b e c r e d i t u n i o n . c o m  2 4 8 . 7 3 5 . 9 5 0 0

http://www.transitionsremodeiing.com
http://www.north-villelibrary.org
http://www.north-villelibrary.org
mailto:greatcgroup@aol.com


i t * y o u r  h o m o .

C O M M E R C E

2 4 8 . 3 6 3 . 8 3 0 a
M IL F O R D

2 4 8 . 6 8 4 . 10 6 5

Our agent was very professional and handled some stressful items with ease. " KS &  ET

(NR) H O M ITO W N LIFI.CO M  I THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2016 I SA

Novi development plans draw more objections
keview Townes project. About 40  a t­
tended the first meeting; more than  85 
packed the room March 12 and tem pers 
flared.

Concerns again centered largely 
around the height and density  of the 
complex and w hether th a t would de­
crease quality of life and property val­
ues for the surrounding neighborhood.

“We said no, not to  do it, plain and 
simple. Just don't do it,” Troy Racicot 
said. “This is not about money — this is 
our homes, this is our neighborhood. We 
don't w ant it m essed up.”

Currently, the area is zoned R4 (resi­
dential), which calls for up to 3.3 units 
per square acre and  a maximum height

o f 35 feet; the three-story  developm ent 
m eets the height limit. The city m aster 
plan for the area suggests a  target densi­
ty  of 7.4 units per acre.

Robertson Bros, will be requesting a 
planned unit developm ent, which over­
rides the original zoning. Its proposal 
takes up the  density 15 units per acre, for 
a total of 49 tow nhouses on 4.5 square 
acres.

For m ost of the residents in the room 
th a t night, it was way too m uch density. 
Dorothy D uchesneau pointed out that 
the m aster plan calls for preservation of 
the  neighborhoods as key to m aintain­
ing the character o f Novi as it expands. 
She didn’t  th ink this proposal Achieved

that goal. Neither did Carrie Schoening.
“How are 57 three-story townhouses, 

packed like sardines, going to do th a t?” 
she asked.

One resident sum m ed it up: “By 
building up, by building at such a height 
and density, you’re changing th e  char­
acter of the neighborhood. That’s why 
they’re angry. They're trying to  keep the 
character of the neighborhood.”

Other concerns included noise, tra f­
fic, flooding and an  1850s house th a t sits 
in the city right-of-way; it is not a desig­
nated historic landm ark and the devel­
oper is not planning to keep it.

Marla Taylor
Special to  H om etow plife.com  
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

Citizens from the  neighborhood just 
east of Shawood Lake gathered last 
week a t the Novi Public Library to listen 
— and vent their frustration — to repre­
sentatives from Robertson Bros. 
Homes, who are angling for a new high- 
density townhome developm ent a t 13 
Mile and Old Novi roads, a largely fam ­
ily-oriented area of one- and one-and- 
a-half-story bungalows.

The meeting followed a contentious 
gathering last m onth, w hen the  devel­
opers laid out the concept for their La-

NORTHVILLE LIBRARY EVENTS

tu rn  in bingo gam es is March 3L One 
game per person.

March 28
D etails: Children in grades 1-5 make 

a fun hand-sized LEGO creation to be 
displayed in the youth area o f the li­
brary. Limit 30.

The Northville District Library is a t 
212 W. Cady Street. Call 248-348-5001 or 
go to northvillelibrary.org for more in ­
formation.

day; 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. each Thursday 
Details: Free one-hour session w ith 

our Digital Services librarian to  help you 
navigate our downloading services, 
help with email, Facebook, DropBox and  
more. Not for com puter repair or config­
uration questions. Register online or in 
person or call 248-349-3020.

Foreign film

When: 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 26 
Details: “Bad Lucky Goat," Creole, 76 

minutes. After accidentally killing a 
bearded goat w ith their father’s truck, 
two incompatible siblings in their teen ­
age years em bark on a journey of recon­
ciliation. Ju st drop in.

March Is Reading Month
Spring Storytimoa

W hen: March 1-31
D etails: Celebrate March is Reading 

Month. All kids through fifth grade get 
hooked on books playing book bingo. 
Pick up your bingo game at the library, 
play the game by crossing off the  boxes 
to make a bingo either across, down or 
diagonally, then  subm it your completed 
game to choose your reward. Last day to

W hen: Varied, see website 
Details: Go to northvillelibrary.org 

for details about Spring Storytim es or 
call 248-349-3020.

ESL Conversation Group

W hen: 10:30-1130 a.m. each Tuesday 
D etails: Join us for informal conver­

sation to help improve your English. 
Ju s t drop in.

LEGO Day Animal Creations

W hen: 4:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, W hen: 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. each Tues

NORTHVILLE MILL RACE MATTERS

Mill Race Historical Village is located 
at 215 Griswold, north o f  M ain Street, 
near Ford Field. Grounds open daily 
daw n until dusk. Buildings will re-open 
each Sunday starting in June 2018. Mill 
Race relies on rentals and memberships 
to m aintain  the village. Consider be­
coming a mem ber or m aking a donation  
today; go to www.millracenorthville.org  
for details.

house P reservation : 7 p.m. March 28. 
New School Church at Mill Race Village. 
No fee. Donations accepted.

Fairy G arden Tea: 1-3:30 p.m. April

clerks and help with our fundraising 
teas. Students, we're happy to verify 
your volunteer hours w ith school or 
scouts. Please contact the  office for 
more information.

Rentals: Call or email the office to 
rent the Cady Inn or church for a w ed­
ding or party. Many dates are available. 
More information on our website.

D onations: Archives donations ac­
cepted from 9 a.m. to  noon each Tues­
day.

Archives: The archives are open 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday and Tues­

day.
Office: The office is open from 9 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. Monday through Wednesday. 
All other tim es by appointm ent only. In 
inclem ent weather, we follow Northville 
Public Schools. If it is closed due to 
snow/ice, the NHS is also closed. Call 
248-348-1845 or email
office@millracenorthville.org.W ebsite:

www. millracenorthville. org
Volunteers: The Northville Histori­

cal Society at Mill Race Village accepts 
volunteers in m any different areas. We 
are in special need of Sunday store

Upcoming ovonts

L ecture Series: G reat Lakes Light-

Peaceful 8.23 Wooded Acres!
*Th« delightful Ranch features three bedroom and three 
bathroom

‘ Spacious master bedroom with spa like bath indudbig a jetted 
tub, euro-shower and dual sink ‘ Beautiful granite gas fireplace is 
a focal point in the modem living room

‘ Finished lower level with full bath, second kitchen, large bedroom 
ao<j family room

MLS 21708512* 248.C84.10SS $424,000

d features a *T1ns four bedroom, two and half bathroom Colonial, hat a
spacious backyard perfect for any sport 

‘ Bright 6 cherry kitchen with expend* island, granite counters 
mtbar and maple cabinets
len on first ‘ Master suite with sitting aim, and huge wmlk in doset, master

bath with soaker tub
‘ Located just minutes from downtown Milford and Kensington 
Park

$150,000 MLS 218005228 248^ 84.1045 $440,000

This magnificent home sits on a .75 aoe lot on cui-de-sac!
*5 bedroom 4 Vi bath Cape Cod with open layout kitchen w/grwrt* 
counters, hardwood Soon

‘ Extra recreation room in the basement with beautiful bar to 
fntrrtjin fJMvtily and friends

‘ Park like backyard, live your best life in this home wrth lake 

privileges on popular Duck Lehr
MLS 218000457 248.541.8300 $141,001

Beautiful colonial waiting for your personal touches to cal home I
‘ Slate foyer welcomes you. private den with wall of built-in book 
shelves is ideal for home office

‘Formal dining room and living room, large family room with 
hardwood Soon and brick fireplace

‘ Upstairs large master suite with room for a sitting area and walk 
in doset

MLS 2180142S9 248.141.8100 $209,000

m -A iX—t ^uaL S. 1 — — — .a.PMuTITW KVTCnen WTTn gas nrrpfocr graniTf rrMinrwrrops cxhjwf 
OVQfU, barkspiashl

‘ Gorgeous great room with second gas hrepUct, 2 story (tilings 
and loads of natural light

•5 bedrooms, S.! baths, which includes a |acfc b (ill hath and
ujftt 00

Fully wpifh fOORL full b̂r divl
tons of storage

MLS 217077727 24U I I J I M  $477,700

Desirable Colonial in The Hdh of logit Lake community, curb 
appeal abounds *
0*5 ----- A---------- U  8 ------1- -J m it l i  n a C i m l  lamlaO Meal B n  n M il  m it t isMTory TuyfT 1$ nooofti wrm nanurot ugm wki iiuuitu wnn
sprawling hardwood

•Rich and warm gourmet kitchen has it aN, open concept,
* «A .  R- L    A ___DtMKTwSI livOS Wlui ’*djf WrmWW

‘ Cozy family room and private office expansive master suite with 
trey ceding awaits upstain

MLS 218017848 248.141.8100 $421,900

http://www.miUracenorthville.org
mailto:office@millracenorthvUle.org
http://www.millracenorthviUe.org
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Associate in Science, 1999
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At Schoolcraft College, you'll learn more than just the 
material. W I I  discover your talents, identify your true 
passions, and fine-tune your skills. Ibu'll see just how 
much you're capable of. And we'll support you with the 
resources you need to go out and prove it to the world­
like successful Schoolcraft graduates do every day

Web site: wwRMLSchoolcraft.edu 
Answer Center 734-462-4426 • Schoolcraft

College

THAT MY MOTHER STAYS VIBRANT*
At American House, we’ve built a diverse program of 
engaging, fun and stimulating activities and events to 
exercise your body, mind and spirit. Ybur social calen­
dar will always be full, and there’s always something 
exciting to do. With a host of amenities and services, 
like chef-prepared meals, weekly housekeeping and 
planned outings, you’ll see why so many seniors call 
American House home. Because what matters to you, 
matters to us too -  an active lifestyle.

Stop in or call to scheduleyour tour today!

(248) 714-7074
• !

Mttford
700 Napa Valley Dr. | Milford. Ml 48381

Am erican I
H ouseO S
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITIES

Breaking New Ground In Senior Living"* 

AmericanHouse.com
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Iconic painter Bob Ross 
inspires Coffee Bean artists
Brad Kadrich
hom atownltfa.com
U S A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M ICH IGAN

Karry McCarthy of Novi and Lori Angove of Farmington put thair artistic ability 
to good use. b r a d  k a d r i c h

Bob Ross is making a comeback and 
he’s doing it in Plymouth.

Ross, the creator and host of “The Joy 
o f Painting” on PBS from 1983-94, died 
in 1995. But for the last couple of 
m onths, he’s been alive and well a t the 
Plymouth Coffee Bean, where staffers 
have used his works — and his TV show 
— to bring a little bit of art to  downtown 
Plymouth.

The Bean last week hosted its second 
m onthly Bob Ross Night, encouraging 
painting enthusiasts to enjoy the iconic 
painter's laid-back, “happy” style.

“One of the things we’re trying to do 
is to get more com m unity involvement. 
... Something I’m personally passionate 
about is art and bringing art into the 
community,” said Holly Antal, a m an­
ager at The Bean. “(Ross) is becoming 
really popular right now; he's really 
trendy. He’s famous for making art ac­
cessible. He really reached out to  people 
and w anted everyone to do it. We w an t­
ed to  bring th a t kind of spirit behind it 
and be, like, Tt doesn’t  m atter how good 
you are or how bad you are, we just w ant 
you to make som ething and express 
your creativity.”

The first attem pt took place in Jan u ­
ary. Antal scheduled it in one of The 
Bean’s smaller rooms, then watched as 
would-be artists flooded the room. 
W hen last week’s February session 
came around, Antal moved it to the 
building’s biggest stage.

“It was way better than  we expected,” 
Antal said. "We were in one of the other 
(smaller) rooms and we were way over­
crowded. People were all over the floor. 
There's a need for it, we can tell ” 

Chelsea Lonsdale of Plymouth used 
to work at The Bean a dozen years ago 
and still considers it “my regular coffee 
place ” She heard about the initial Bob 
Ross Night and cam e to check it out, 
only to find the large crowd.

W hen tim e for the second night

**l like his presentation. He's 
very calm, very positive, a 
very upbeat person. He has 
a very soothing delivery." 
Jo d y Day
Plym outh resident

rolled around, she and her friend, Jody 
Day, got to The Bean early. Even though 
she may not be the biggest fan of his ac­
tual work, she does love Ross’s style.

“I don’t know th a t I love his art style 
so much, but I like watching him paint,” 
Lonsdale said. “It’s relaxing to  watch 
and even just to listen to him  paint.” 

Ditto for Day, also a Plymouth resi­
dent.

“I like his presentation,” said Day, 
who is new to the  area. “He’s very calm,

very positive, a very upbeat person. He 
has a very soothing delivery.”

Sami Scott, a 22-year-old from Flint, 
likes to paint as a hobby and, even 
though she’s "way too young” to have 
seen Ross’s show, she still enjoys his 
style.

And while she doesn’t usually use 
Ross’s wet-on-wet style, she still enjoys 
the art of painting.

Painting is som ething I do for fun ... 
it’s a good stress relief for me,” said 
Scott, a Kettering University student. “I 
enjoy listening to him talk. His style of 
painting is very easy to blend, which is 
som ething I struggle with.”

Orla Hynes, the co-owner of the Ply­
m outh Coffee Bean, encourages her 
staff to come up w ith ideas for these 
kinds of them ed nights, especially dur­
ing the cold winter m onths.

“People are always looking for som e­
thing to do in the winter,” Hynes said.

Jody Day (left) and Chalsaa Lonsdale 
of Plymouth wera on hand to anjoy 
Bob Ross Night at the Plymouth Coffee
Bean, b r a d  k a d r i c h

“There aren’t many things to do, espe­
cially w ith your kids. This is just a cool 
thing th a t everyone can do, w hether 
you’re 5 years old or 90.”

That kind of support — “We’re lucky 
to have owners who encourage us to 
have ideas,” Antal said — is welcomed 
by the staff. Antal said th a t attitude, 
along with the success of the first two 
Bob Ross Nights, has the staff thinking 
of things to do.

There are already poetry nights 
(Thursday) and Antal said more ideas 
will be coming.

“We’re brainstorming ideas to bring­
ing more creativity,” she said. “We w ant 
to bring people together and bring a 
sense of community, using art and cre­
ativity.”

Contact Brad Kadrich a t bka- 
drich@ hometownlife.com. Follow him  
on Twitter: @bkadrich.

' T

mailto:drich@hometownlife.com
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N E W  C O -W O R K IN G  SPACE O FFER S  
U N IQ U E  P A C K A G E  FO R  EN TR E PR EN EU R S

The Village Workshop in downtown Northville, a membership- 
based community workshop, just announced they’re offering 
various size rental space as part o f their new “co-working space” 
initiative. • 1

The VU oge W orkshop bonding mras orig in aky b u kt in  1875 and  
comppfneiy n rs w iiv  in a i i j

Starting at just $200 per month, the basic plan gets you a dedicated 
workspace, your own mobile storage toolbox, and access to the 
workshop itself. There are also other options and add-ons for 
growing businesses, ranging from premium, private rooms to your 
own folding cubicle. Just steps away from your personal office is a 
wood shop, machine shop, metal shop, 3d printing, welding, laser 
cutters, and more. With these resources and a few classes, you can 
be up and running your own company in weeks. Also included 
with your monthly rent are a host o f business amenities including 
internet access, conference room, mail service, coffee and donuts, 
printing, weekly social events and exclusive monthly meet-ups. 
There’s even a cafe to grab lunch or a snack!

You d o n 't even have to  leave fo r km ch: M em bers can grab  lunch o r a  
snock art th e  cafe

Tracey Fors, the Workshop manager, recognized a need in the 
community:

“We have a  lo t o f  sm a ll businesses a n d  s ta rt-u p s estab lish ing  
them selves a t The V illage W orkshop. M any in d iv id u a ls  a ch ieved  
success a n d  q u ick ly  ou tgrew  o u r space, w hich is g rea t. B u t we  
w anted  to do  m ore  to  fa c ilita te  their  grow th  a n d  keep  them  
around! We reco g n ized  tha t one o f  the m o st d em a n d ed  a n d  lacking  
item s w as p riva te , d ed ica ted  space fo r  o u r  en trepreneurs. In stead  
o f  having  to  lug th e ir  p ro jec ts  a n d  m a teria l ba ck  a n d  fo r th  every  
day, ren ters can  leave them  on-site  a t TJfae V illpge W o rksh o p .”

The co-working/shared office concept is very much like a business 
incubator. It has 24-hour access, open and flexible spaces, 
reservable conference and presentation rooms, and numerous 
communal benefits, such as networking and exchanging ideas in a 
highly creative atmosphere. If you need help with a particular 
challenge, especially related to making physical parts, you’ll be 
able to find help from other members or the Workshop staff.

Not sure how to start your business? Don’t worry, you’re in good 
company. Members get access to monthly presentations and Q&A 
sessions on relevant start-up challenges, like “How to incorporate”, 
“How to launch a product”, “3D printing 101”, and “How to 
submit a patent application”, to name just a few.

Trevor Calero of LivingSpace Sunrooms, an established company 
renting space at The Village Workshop, tells of his experience:

“O ur business is co n sta n tly  changing. We 're a d d in g  p e o p le  a n d  
m oving  them  around. I t ’s  n ice  to have a co -w ork ing  space tha t 
lends i ts e l f  w ell to o u r n e e d s .. .I ’m ab le  to q u ickly  a d d  sp a ce  f o r  
o u r team  a s  we grow . The space o ffers w ifi, onsite  p a rk in g , a n d  
tons o f  o th er  little  p e rk s  th roughout the week. They ’re ex trem ely  
a ccom m oda ting  to o u r  needs as a business. ”

Trevor Calero - Director o f Marketing, LivingSpace Sunrooms

Tobletop workbenches a re  dispersed throughout the bu ild ing , w ith  
p riva te  spaces ava ilab le

Larger companies have also found unique value at TVW. Ken 
Pridmore of KUKA, a global robotics company, worked with 
TVW to create a custom-tailored, 32-hour hands-on Machine Shop 
mill and lathe training program for his engineers and designers.

“It rea lly  energ izes the d esigners to ha ve  this k in d  o f  experience  
a n d  I  can a lrea d y  see  a m ore  ed u ca ted  approach  in their w o rk  ”, 
said Ken. He added, “E veryo n e  benefits, includ ing  o u r  
custom ers. ”

Whether you’re just launching your new business, or want to set up 
shop for 10 employees, The Village Workshop offers a unique and 
flexible package that you simply can’t find anywhere else in 
Sbutheast Michigan.

The Village Workshop is located at 455 E. Cady St. Northville MI 
48167

Space is filling up quick! Call 248-667-7157 or visit .
www.thevillageworkshop.com/co-working to learn more.

get in here and make something!

http://www.thevillageworkshop.com/co-working
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Don’t overspend during early retirement years
Monay Matters
Rick Bloom

US A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  

M IC H IG A N

Recently, I had a meeting with a  client who had 
retired about two years ago. A few years before 
he retired, we restructured his portfolio to 

m atch his changing goals and objectives. At th a t time, 
the client said he would need $4,000 to $5,000 a 
m onth to cover all their expenses, including vacations. 
The problem is the client is tw o years into retirem ent 
and it doesn’t cost him $4,000 to $5,000 a month, 
more like $6,000 to  $7,000.

W hen we sat down to discuss his new spending 
habits, I was sort of surprised a t his answer. As he ex­
plained, he knows th a t he’s spending more than  he 
should and he knows he’s som ew hat jeopardizing his 
future. However, he is enjoying his retirem ent and 
doesn't w ant to make any changes. My response was, 
since he doesn’t w ant to  control his spending, the only 
other way he can m aintain his lifestyle is to increase 
revenue.

As I explained, there 's only so m uch you can do with 
the  portfolio w ithout gambling and  taking unneces­

sary risks, so he should look for new avenues of reve­
nue. I suggested he consider a part-tim e job or even 
doing som ething like becoming an  Uber driver. 1 ex­
plained that, unless he did som ething to increase his 
income, he would, in about a  decade, run out of money. 
Being in your early 80s w ithout resources is not a good 
way of going.

The problem of overspending in retirem ent is not 
new and it's one I see frequently. People find that, in 
today’s world w hen they retire, they generally have 
their health and w ant to take advantage of things they 
denied them selves w hen they were working. I cannot 
stress enough how im portant it is that, w hen someone 
determ ines they have enough resources to retire, they 
factor into the equation w hat their lifestyle will be in 
retirem ent and  the im portance of having a rising in­
come the rest of their life. W hen you decide whether 
you can retire or not, you need to honestly look at w hat 
your lifestyle will be. Too m any people don’t honestly 
look a t w hat retirem ent will cost them  and run into 
problems down the road. It is im portant to be honest 
w ith yourself, particularly w hen it comes to expenses.

After our meeting and after weighing his options, 
the client agreed th a t since he w asn’t willing to reduce 
his spending, he had to increase his revenue. His solu­
tion was to rent out a couple of rooms in his house u s ­

ing services such as Airbnb. The client explained what 
he was planning to do and wanted to know my 
thoughts. I looked a t the client’s projections and I told 
him, based upon w hat I saw, he would still need to look 
for ways to reduce spending. My reasoning was when 
you make projections, they should be realistic, not 
based on the best-case scenario. If the best-case sce­
nario did occur, the client would be in good shape. I 
think we can all agree th a t the best-case scenario rare­
ly happens. W hen you’re dealing with som ething as 
im portant as your retirem ent, you have to use realistic 
num bers. Unrealistic projections can look great op pa­
per, but in reality, they are meaningless.

The postscrip t of the story is the client is going to 
rent out his house, but his projections have been re­
duced dramatically. As a result, the client has agreed to 
reduce his spending.

I cannot stress enough how im portant it is when 
you’re in retirem ent to  constantly  monitor your expen­
ditures. If you are overspending, the sooner you know 
about it, the easier it will be to solve the problem.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. His web­
site is www.bloom assetmanagement.com .

Sunshine Week would appear 
brighter with stronger FOIA laws

Jan* Briggs-Bunting
Gu*st Colum nist

U S A  TO D A Y  N E TW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

As c itizens auound th e  co u n try  ce leb rate  th e  
13th an n u a l nationad S u n sh in e  W eek, M arch 
11-17, M ichigan re s id e n ts  have n o th in g  to

cheer.
A series o f op en  records bills th a t  w ould p u t 

M ichigan in  sync w ith  th e  re s t o f  th e  co u n try  a re  
buried , once again , in  th e  s ta te  S en a te  G overnm ent 
O perations C om m ittee th ro u g h  th e  ac tio n s  o f S en ­
a te  M ajority  L eader A rlan M eekhof, R-W est Olive.

D esp ite  u n an im o u s b ip a rtisa n  su p p o rt in  th e  
H ouse for th e  L egislative O pen  Records Act spelled  
ou t in  H ouse Bills 4148-4157, M eekhof will n o t 
m ove th e  bills o u t o f  th e  com m ittee  th a t  h e  chairs  
or even  allow  a  vo te  w ith in  th e  com m ittee.

M ichigan is th e  only s ta te  in  th e  n a tio n  in  w hich  
s ta te  law  ex em p ts  th e  governor a n d  lieu ten an t gov­
erno r from  th e  req u irem en ts  o f M ichigan’s F ree­
dom  o f In fo rm ation  Act. In 1986, th en -A tto m ey  
G eneral F rank  Kelley is su ed  a n  o p in ion  th a t  th e  
s ta te  L egislature a lso  is ex em p t from  FOIA. C ur­
re n t A ttorney G eneral Bill S ch u e tte ’s office recen tly  
reconfirm ed th a t  op inion.

This m akes M ichigan a  FOIA o u tlie r am ong th e  
s ta te s . It m ean s th e  c itizens h ere  have no  right to 
req u es t an d  obtcdn records from  th e ir  governor an d  
lieu ten an t governor (a critica l is su e  as  th e  Flint w a ­
te r  debacle unfo lded) or th e ir  e lec ted  re p re se n ta ­
tives.

City councils, to w n sh ip  a n d  school boards, local 
a n d  coun ty  go v ern m en ts  a re  all requ ired  u n d e r 
FOIA to  provide public reco rds — excep t in th e  case  
o f a lim ited n u m b er o f  ex em p tio n s — to  peop le w ho 
req u est them . But w h a t is requ ired  o f local public  
officials is n o t requ ired  o f  M ichigan’s s ta te  e lec ted  
officials.

T he s ta te  S uprem e C ourt sum m arily  ex em p ted  
itse lf  from  FOIA’s req u irem en ts  w h en  th e  law  w as 
p asse d  in  1976. T he h igh  co u rt ru led  th a t  FOIA’s 
m an d a te s  v io lated  th e  sep a ra tio n  o f pow ers o f  th e  
th ree  b ran ch es o f gov ern m en t a n d  th a t  th e  leg isla­
tive an d  executive b ran ch es  could  n o t com pel th e  
judicial b ran ch  to  be covered  by FOIA. So now  
M ichigan citizens have no  w ay o f m ak ing  th e  gov­
ernor, lieu ten an t governor, leg islato rs or ju stices  
re sp o n d  to  FOIA req u ests .

M eekhof to ld  a  group  o f jo u rn a lis ts  la s t year th a t  
only th ey  care ab o u t FOIA. Jo u rn a lis ts  do file m any  
FOIA re q u es ts  as  pturt o f  th e ir  job to  w atchdog  gov-

Michigan is the only state in the 
nation in which state law exempts the 
governor and lieutenant governor 
from the requirements of Michigan's 
Freedom of Information Act. ’

e m m e n t a t all levels. But everyday  c itizens also  
file FOIAs a n d  p len ty  o f th em , as  w e a t  th e  M ichi­
gan  C oalition for O pen G overnm ent know  well.

Our FOIA is n o t perfect. Im provem ents sue 
need ed . High fees aue still am issu e  for citizens 
seek ing  public records. A no ther m ajor loophole is 
in  delivering records so u g h t from  public* bodies. 
By s ta tu te , pub lic  officiEds are  requ ired  to  resp o n d  
to  a  FOIA req u es t w ith in  a  m axim um  o f 15 b u s i­
n ess  days. W ith in  th a t  tim e  period , th ey  m u st re ­
sp o n d  by  grsm ting or deny ing  th e  req u est Edl or in  
part. However, th e re  is no  dead lin e  for w hen  
th o se  records m u s t ac tua lly  be  provided. This is a 
loophole th a t  som e pub lic  bod ies already  have 
u sed  to  slow  dow n  tu rn in g  over records. M ichigan 
S ta te  U niversity  p layed  th is  gam e in itially  w ith  
FOIA req u es ts  by  m ed ia  over th e  L arry Nassau 
case. R equests from  Flint adso m et, a t  tim es, w ith  
similau delays.

The bills m aking  u p  th e  Legislative O pen Rec­
ords Act w ould  be a  m ajor s te p  forw ard  towEud 
m aking  s ta te  elec ted  officiEds m ore accoun tab le . 
The cu rren t lack o f acco u n tab ility  arnd trEuispau- 
ency  eauned M ichigan am F g rade in  2015 in  th e  
C enter for Public In teg rity 's  su rvey  o f all 50 
s ta te s . M ichigan shou ld  e a rn  an o th e r F in  th e  
n ex t su rvey  if  lawmadcers d o n 't p a ss  th e  Legisla­
tive  O pen Records Act.

This is M eek h o f's  la s t te rm  d u e  to  te rm  lim its. 
The hope is th a t, in  th e  n ex t session , sen a to rs  will 
jo in  th e ir H ouse colleagues an d  madce th e m ­
selves, th e  governor amd h is lieutenam t sub ject to 
FOIA amd th a t  th e  n ew  governor signs th e  bills 
in to  law.

The M ichigan Coalition for Open G overnm ent 
is a  ta x -exem p t, nonpro fit corporation fo u n d ed  to 
p ro m o te  a n d  p ro tec t tra n sp a ren cy  a n d  a cco u n t­
a b ility  in  g o vern m en t a t the  local, s ta te  a n d  feder­
a l levels. For m ore in fo rm a tio n  or to jo in , go  to 
w w w .m iopengov.org . Ja n e  B riggs-B unting  is a 
board m em b er a n d  fo u n d in g  p resid en t ofMiCOG.

Board should 
distance itself from 
president’s emails

Condo
Living
RobertA
Meisner

USA  TO D A Y  

N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

Q: Is th e re  a  legal is ­
sue w hen  a  condo a s ­
socia tion  p re s id en t 
sen d s em ails to  all o f 
its  m em bers ex p ress­
ing h is  politicEd o p in ­
ions th a t  certsdn  peo ­
ple an d  th e  m ed ia  a re  
b iased  agadnst ce rta in  
politicad figures?

A: W hile th e  specific 
co n ten t o f th e  em ails 
m ay determ ine th e  ex­
ten t o f ac tions we 
w ould advise to tadce, 
th is  is certEdnly an  in ­
appropria te  use  o f th e  
assoc ia tion ’s em ail list, 
w hich th is  person  
seem s to  have used  for 
his ow n personsd p u r­
poses.

If you are on  th e  
board  o f directors 
yourself an d  a m ajority  
o f th e  boaud agrees 
w ith  you, you m ay w ish 
to  consider a  resolution 
th a t formEdly censu res 
him  for th e se  actions. If 
th e  em ails in  question  
madce negative generad- 
izations abou t certa in  
groups o f people, for 
exam ple, b ased  on 
race, politicad affili­
a tion  or affiliation w ith 
th e  m edia, it is im por­
ta n t for th e  boaud to 
d is tan ce  itse lf from 
those  com m ents in 
w riting. It m ust be 
m ade cleau to  th e  a sso ­
ciation’s m em bers th a t 
his s ta tem en ts  are his
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personad opinions only 
auid do not reflect the 
opinions o f the board of 
directors. And if he hap­
pened to have “presi­
dent” and/or the associ­
ation’s name in his sig­
nature line, that would 
be even more egregious, 
as you can imagine how 
someone reading it may 
reasonably conclude 
that he is representing 
the boaud’s opinion. For­
mally distancing the 
boaud from those com­
ments lessens the 
chance that the associa­
tion will face claims o f 
discrimination or dis- 
pauate treatment from 
people who belong to the 
groups referenced in hiq 
emails.

Officers adso serve at 
the pleasure o f the 
boaud, so if a majority o f 
the boaud agrees, you 
can remove him from the 
office o f president and 
appoint someone else. 
But you could not re­
move him from the 
board, as only the mem­
bers would be able to do 
that by a recadl vote 
(there may be excep­
tions in some cases, but 
this would not be one of 
them).

Again, depending on 
the specific content o f 
the emails, it may Edso be 
advisable for the associ­
ation’s attorney to write 
a letter to the president 
demanding he cease and 
desist from sending 
emails to everyone that 
are not related to the as­
sociation's business. 
That letter would adso 
put him on notice that 
the association would 
demand indemnifica­
tion from him in connec­
tion with any suit filed 
against the association 
as a result o f his actions.

If you are not on the 
boEud and the other 
boaud members don't 
WEuit to do anything 
about this, you should 
seriously consider run­
ning for the board your­
self E u i d  getting some 
like-minded neighbors 
to run as well. If this per­
son cannot see that 
these actions are im­
proper, they are likely 
taking other actions to 
the association’s detri­
ment.

Robert M. Meisner, 
Esq., is principal attorney  
o f The Meisner Law  
Group, based in Bingham  
Farms. He can be reached 
at 248-644-4433 or 
bmeisner(8>meisner- 
law.com.

http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://www.miopengov.org
http://WWW.PERSONALIZEDHEARINGCAREaCOM
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Vaccinations can contribute to divorce disagreements
Talcs From tho Front 
Linos
H «n ry  G o rn b «m

U S A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -

M IC H IG A N

Is there any valid reason for not vac­
cinating your child?

I was recently in Judge Karen Mc­
Donald's courtroom, where a hearing 
was continuing on the issue of w hether 
a child should be vaccinated. The for­
mer husband w anted the child vaccinat­
ed and his former wife does not. An ac­
credited doctor was testifying as to why 
there is no medical reason to withhold 
vaccinations. There were camera crews 
and reporters in the courtroom and 
there has been a lot of controversy over 
this issue.

I was recently reading a magazine 
called The Week, which distills the news 
of the week both nationally and in terna­
tionally.

There was a short piece from Rome 
stating th a t m easles cases are soaring. 
It stated  th a t more than  21,000 people 
got m easles in Europe last year, more 
than  quadruple the  num ber in 2016, and 
at least 35 people died. The World

Health Organization blames the spike 
on parents rejecting or delaying vacci­
nations for their children because of the 
discredited but widespread belief that 
there is a link between childhood vacci­
nations and autism.

The vaccination rate for young chil­
dren in Italy is 85 percent. The World 
Health Organization stated  th a t 95 per­
cent should be immunized to prevent 
outbreaks. Measles is highly contagious 
and can cause blindness, encephalitis 
and death.

In Michigan, under the best interests 
o f the child statu te  where there is joint 
legal custody, there m ust be an  agree­
m ent on issues such as health-related 
issues or else the parties m ust go to 
court. .

W hat I am  observing is a trem endous 
waste of tim e and money over an issue 
that has been medically resolved for 
years. Vaccinations have eradicated 
m any terrible diseases here in the Unit­
ed States, including mumps, measles, 
and polio, as well as small pox. There are 
vaccines for chicken pox and even 
pneumonia.

A parent may argue th a t his or her 
child should not be vaccinated for m ed­

ical or religious reasons, but this fails to 
take into account the fact th a t if more 
and more people are not vaccinated, 
then  the protection for our society as a 
whole will s ta rt falling apart and the 
gains in medicine to immunize and pro­
tect our children will be lost. Every com ­
petent physician I have spoken to has 
unequivocally stated  that vaccinations 
are critical and are safe!

W hat are som e solutions?
I have had som e cases where a judge 

would award joint physical custody to 
one parent and sole legal custody to the 
other. There can even be rulings by a 
court to have some decisions made by 
one parent and others by the other par­
ent. For example, the final say on m ed­
ical issues could be with one parent, 
while the final say on school-related is­
sues could be w ith the other.

This is som ething th a t can be negoti­
ated by the parties and their attorneys 
or it could even be ordered by the court.

The end result would be to end the 
disputes th a t can go on endlessly in 
court.

In one of my cases, the m other who is 
a physician was granted sole legal cus­
tody and then  had the ability to make all

decisions based upon the best interests 
of the child of the marriage.

We are going through an  era where 
people are more and more contentious 
and will use the courts to take out their 
anger over alm ost every issue, even long 
after the divorce is final. Emotional 
problems, a failure to move on to the 
next chapter of life, as well as anger and 
bitterness — all contribute to what I call 
the never-ending divorce. In these 
cases, such as the one playing out over 
vaccinations, one or both parents are 
unable to move on and will put their 
child or children in the middle of this 
mess.

These are some of my thoughts on 
this issue. Please share yours.

Henry S. Gombein specializes in all 
aspects o f  fam ily law. He is a partner in 
the Birm ingham  law firm o f  L ippitt 
O’Keefe Gombein PLLC, where he heads 
the fam ily law  u n i t  He is creator and  
host o f the aw ard-w inning cable televi­
sion show  "Practical Law," w ith more 
than 8 0 0 episodes aired to date. Contact 
him  a t hgombein@ lippittokeefe.com or 
248 646-8292.

Fowlerville company tests autonomous technology
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auctioneers 6? appraisers offine & estate jewelry
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Vehicles th a t drive them selves, or at 
least do som e of the thinking for drivers, 
are the  wave of the  future, company offi­
cials a t Fowlerville-area proving 
grounds FT Techno of America say.

FT Techno o f America’s Fowlerville 
Proving Ground is gearing up to build a 
new $5 million test track specially de­
signed to  tes t advanced diriver assis­
tance system s and autonom ous vehicle 
technology.

"We w anted to create a facility th a t 
creates real-world conditions to vali­
date these system s, because you w ant 
to be able to practice to see how well it 
would work in reality," vehicle evalua­
tion m anager Jason Musson said.

The 950-acre proving grounds at 1750 
Smith Road in Handy Township cur­
rently tests a range of automotive sys­
tem s, including breaks, transm issions, 
chassis com ponents and ADAS-related 
products for auto parts m anufacturers 
and auto makers. It features a three- 
mile loop track and a m ulti-use testing 
pad.

The new test track will feature con­
nected traffic infrastructure such as 
stop lights th a t can communicate with 
vehicles, and it will mimic real-world 
traffic conditions. It will have freeway 
ramps, a five-lane signaled intersection, 
a four-way stop intersection, a round­
about and a m ulti-use dynamic pad that 
can be customized to  test a range of traf­
fic scenarios.

While technologies related to con­
nected cars and autonom ous vehicles

are relatively new and still emerging, 
M usson said building the new testing 
facilities is w orth any risk of the u n ­
known.

“The D epartm ent of Transportation 
is pushing for vehicles to talk to each 
other and infrastructure like connected 
traffic signals," he said. “The public’s 
perception of autonom ous som etimes is 
it can be a scary thing. The key is to vali­
date (in-vehicle) system s before they hit 
the road."

Automakers and parts m anufactur­
ers are developing driver assistance 
system s to increase safety and m eet 
guidelines set forth by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
as well as European safety standards, 
Musson said.

“For example, forward collision 
warning system s alert drivers when

B u y i n g
Sell Your Sterling Silver Flatware, Sterling Holloware, 
Gold Jewelry, Estate Jewelry, Diamonds over 1 .OOct, 
Larger Diamonds 5.00ct and up, watches and more.

Get Immediate Payment 
Easy, Safe, Secure and Confidential

W e 'r e

you’re going to crash,” he said. “Crash 
im m inent breaking is the next level of 
that. It allows the vehicle to control the 
breaks itself to avoid or m itigate a 
crash.”

He anticipates a  “next step” in au ton­
omous vehicle developm ent “is vehicles 
being able to  sense the  speed of other 
vehicles and itself.”

Mike Benjamin, FT Techno of Amer­
ica’s senior operations manager, said as 
new technologies emerge, the company 
would continue adding new features to 
its 950-acre property to keep up with 
market trends.

The test track will create new jobs, 
but it is difficult to estim ate exactly how 
many at this time, Benjamin said. The 
proving grounds employs 20 people.

mailto:hgombein@lippittokeefe.com
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Leukemia foundation gets four-star rating
Charity Navigator, th e  leading char- 

• ity evaluator in America, recently 
awarded Children's Leukemia Founda­
tion of Michigan a four-star rating for 
dem onstrating strong financial health 
and com m itm ent to patien ts and fam ­
ilies w ith leukemia, lym phoma and o th ­
er blood related disorders. A four-star 
rating from Charity Navigator is the

highest an  organization can receive.
Charity Navigator's goal is to provide 

donors with essential inform ation to 
verify and evaluate work in th e  nonprof­
it sector. It evaluates L5 million charities 
and only gives out four-star ratings to 
very select organizations. This evalua­
tion process uses unique m ethods of 
data-driven analysis and criteria, in ­

cluding communication, goals, pro­
gress, trustw orthiness and long-term 
com m itm ent, on which item s CLP re­
ceived a perfect score. Charity Naviga­
tor’s four-star rating indicates th a t CLF, 
based in Farmington Hills, executes its 
m ission in a financially effective way, 
exceeds the industry standards and 
outperforms other charities in their ca t­

egory of work.
CLF’s four-star rating and review for 

com m itm ent to accountability and 
transparency can now be viewed on 
Charity Navigator's website: h ttp s ://  
www. charitynavigator. o rg /.

For more information on CLF, call 
800-825-2536 or go to 
www.leukemiamichigan.org.

Family and 
friands of 
Westland’s 
Boye family 
are
participating 
as the Water 
Boyes at the 
Global 6K for 
Water on May 
19. Pictured 
(from le ft) are 
Natalie and 
Brandon 
Kirkey, Elijah, 
Steve, Wendy, 
Jenna, Julia 
and Noah 
Boye. Wendy is 
wearing a race 
bib showing 
the child who 
will receive 
clean water as 
a result of her 
efforts, b o y e

/

Running for clean water
FAMILY P H O TO

March 22 is World Water Day and the 
Boye family from W estland is serious 
about clean water. Wendy Boye has run 
races for seven years to raise money for 
World Vision’s initiatives and vows to 
keep going until clean water is no longer 
a global issue. She's invigorated her 
children about the cause, as well.

Noah, Julia and Kayla Boye have 
joined their mom to form Team Water 
Boyes, w ith plans to join thousands 
around the globe, including hundreds at 
22 host sites in Michigan, in World Vi­
sion’s Global 6K for Water (May 19). 
Noah is using the event to train  for the

Noah Boya (right) of Westland was one of six participants who carried a 
five-gallon jerrycan filled with water during the 2017 Workd Vision 6K for Water.
D AN D EA N  | H O M ETO W N L IF E .C O M

Chicago Marathon, which he plans to 
run while carrying a jerrycan full of w a­
ter (approximately 40 pounds), truly ex­
periencing the physical weight of the 
water crisis.

As one of the leaders in the cause of 
clean water, World Vision brings clean 
water to one new person every 10 sec­
onds and to three schools every day. The 
Global 6K for Water will raise money for 
the 844 million people, typically women 
and children, who walk an  average of six 
kilometers a day to collect water — w a­
ter th a t is often contam inated w ith life- 
threatening diseases.

Noah Boye and others carry five-gallon jerrycans of water during the 2017 World 
Vision 6K for Water. Boye will use the 2018 race to train for the Chicago 
Marathon on Oct. 7. d a n  d e a n  i h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m
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CFCU wins national youth award
Community Financial Credit Union is 

one the nationwide w inners o f the Des­
jardins Youth Financial Education 
Award. The award, given by the  Credit 
Union National Association, is be­
stowed annually to recognize model 
credit union efforts to  teach personal fi­
nance concepts and skills to members 
and nonm em bers under age 18.

Community Financial's award-win­
ning program focuses on establishing 
student run credit unions and conduct­
ing classroom presentations to help in­

crease financial literacy in young peo­
ple. Community Financial education 
partnership coordinators work with 
school adm inistrators and teachers to 
ensure th a t the  program is fulfilling 
Michigan State benchm arks and core 
competencies.

In the studen t-run  credit union ini­
tiative, student volunteers apply and in­
terview for positions and serve as tell­
ers, accountants, branch managers, 
com puter operators and marketing rep­
resentatives. S tudents are also encour­

aged to  set saving goals when they make 
deposits.

Community Financial h a s  partnered 
with nearly 50 elementary, middle and 
high schools in its com m unities, with 
more th an  1,200 studen t participants. 
Community Financial staff conducted 
865 presentations to 22,204 students in 
2017.

Community Financial CEO Bill Law­
ton and com m unity relations m anager 
Natalie McLaughlin received the award 
Feb. 28 a t the CUNA's Government Af­

fair Conference in W ashington, D.C.
“We are pleased to support teachers 

and families as they strive to teach chil­
dren solid life skills. Each aspect of our 
partnerships is built to  reinforce core 
competencies," McLaughlin said. “This 
award reflects the m any years of p art­
nership with innovative and dedicated 
teachers. It is an honor to work with 
each of them  every day."

For more information, go to 
www.cfcu.org or call 877-937-2328.

City of Novi 
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on April 10, 2018 at 7:00PM in the Council Chambars of the Novi Civic Center, 
45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider:

PZ18-0002 (ID Enterprises) 41875 Carousel Dr, East of Novi Road and North of IWelve Mile
Road, Parcel *50-22-02-400-011. The applicant is requesting variance from the City of Novi 
Code of Ordinance Section 28-5(fX3) to allow a proposed replacement sign located one foot from 
right of way, 10 foot distance required by code. This property is zoned Mobile Home (MH).

PZ18-0004 (Zach Glelow) 623 South Lake Drive, East of West Lake Drive and South of South
Laks Drive, Parcel #50-22-03-455-001. The applicant is requesting a variance from the City 
of Novi Code of Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a proposed aide side yard variances of 5.05 feet 
aggregate side yard of 9.05, 25 feet total minimum required by code and proposed lot coverage 
of 36%, 25% maximum allowed by code. This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-4).

PZ18-0006 (Kimley-Home and Associates, Inc. /Target) 27100 Wlxom Road, East of Wixom 
Road and South of Grand River Avenue, Parcel #50-22-17-101-022. The applicant Is requesting 
a variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinance section 28.5(a), for the proposed installation 
of two wall signs. One Order Pick Up sign on the north elevation and Section 28.5(b), (1)b for the 
installation of one 84 square foot oversized Bullseye sign, 51 square feet allowed by code. One 
sign allowed by code. This property is zoned Light Industrial (1-1).

PZ18-0007 (Robert Brand's Environments) 21651 Fenway Dr, West of Novi Road and South
of Nine Mile Road, Parcel #50-22-34-278-006. The applicant is requesting a variance from the 
City of Novi Code of Ordinance Section 4.19 E I, for a 682 square foot variance for a proposed 
accessory structure of 1,532 square feet, 850 feet allowed by code. This property is zoned Single 
Family Residential (R-3).

PZ18-0008 (Detroit Metro Signs) 44840 North Hills Drive, East of Taft Road and South of Nine
MMe Road, Parcel #80-22-34-127-002. The applicant is requesting a variance from the City of 
Novi Code of Ordinance Section 28.5(f) for the installation of a new proposed sign one foot from 
the right of way, ten feet required by code. This property is zoned Low-Density Multiple-Family 
(RM-1).

Published. March 22, 8019 . ..........................m ........

Schoolcraft dedicates theater to late director

CITY  OF NOVI 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a public 
hearing on Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten 
Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider TODAYS DENTAL JSP 18-47 FOR PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN. 
WOODLAND PERMIT. AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVAL. The site Is 
zoned 1-1, Light Industrial. The applicant is proposing 6,688 sq. ft. office building with two tenant 
spaces, of which one is proposed as a dental office, and associated site improvements. It is 
located on the south side of Grand River Avenue between Taft Road and Novi Road at 44911 
Grand River Avenue (Section 15).

David Vasalanak
hom etownlife.com
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Joseph Zettelmaier may not have 
known Jam es H artm an all that well, but 
he knew  him well enough to  realize he 
was the heartbeat of theater a t School­
craft College.

“He was the  theater departm ent,” 
said Zettelmaier, a part-tim e faculty 
m em ber at the Livonia college. “On a lot 
of levels, it was a one-m an show him ­
self. He did it all."

Hartm an, who died last year after a 
three-year battle w ith cancer, received 
another honor March 8, w hen the thea­
ter in the liberal arts building was ded­
icated to the mem ory of Hartm an, a for­
mer faculty m em ber w ith the theater 
departm ent who oversaw more than  75 
productions during his 30-year career at 
Schoolcraft.

A small cerem ony to renam e the 
theater the  Jam es R. H artm an Theatre 
took place last week.

Zettelmaier said H artm an hired him 
last year. In his short tim e knowing him, 
he said H artm an was an  em bodim ent of 
serious theater in w estern Wayne Coun­
ty.

“He took theater seriously, which is . 
som ething I find very commendable,” he 
said. “It w asn 't a  lark for him. It wasn’t 
just som ething you could do for fun and 
throw  away.”

H artm an had rectal and liver cancer 
for more than  three years, succumbing 
to the  illness in May 2017. Following 
Hartm an’s death, Schoolcraft College 
President Conway Jeffress said last year 
H artm an was still involved even as he 
knew his life was coming to an  end.

“He was extrem ely dedicated to his 
craft and profession and would take ev­
erything so seriously w hen you’d come 
to talk  to him  about plays. Jim  was the 
first person to bring serious theater to 
our little place,” Jeffress said last year. 
“He stayed so upbeat, even w hen he was 
sick as a dog.”

First play undar new name

The dedication’s tim ing could not 
have been better, as Schoolcraft is pre­
paring for its latest show, “Eleemosy­
nary." The show, which features three 
actresses, opens Friday and runs each 
weekend through March 31

“It’s a story about these three women 
trying and failing and trying again to re­
connect w ith each other over many, 
m any years," said Zettelmaier, who is di­
recting the perform ance. “It’s a beauti­
ful play.”

Tickets for the  dinner theater show 
are $27 for this weekend and next week­
end. The shows being perform ed March 
30-31 are theater perform ances only, 
w ith tickets costing $15.

Tickets can be purchased by calling

James Hartman, professor of theater 
and drama at Schoolcraft College, lost 
his battle with cancer May 3.

the college at 734-462-4596 or in-per­
son a t the cashier in the McDowell Cen­
ter, 18600 Haggerty.

Contact David Veselenak a t dvesele- 
nak@ hometownlife.com or 734-678­
6729. Follow him  on Twitter: @davidve- 
selenak.

Subject Parcel ID: 50-22-15-351-015

Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department In the Novi Civic Center. 
All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and 
any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W. Ten 
Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M., and must be received by 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, March 28, 2018.
Novi Planning Commission 
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Published: March 23,2018

“He was the theater department. On a lot of levels, it was a 
one-man show himself. He did it all.**
Joseph Zettelmaier

Paul Beer (left) and Joseph Zettelmaier stand below the new sign outside the 
James R. Hartman Theatre. The theater was dedicated March 8 to the late 
director, who died in 2017 after a bout with cancer. Sc h o o l c r a f t  c o l l e g e

$ I * »

http://www.cfcu.org
mailto:dvesele-nak@hometownlife.com
mailto:dvesele-nak@hometownlife.com
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Families
Continued from Page 1A

Grilled cheese for lunch at the McKendrys. Jonathan Gruden (left) and Jack 
DeBoer each ordered two sandwiches each. In the middle is Theresa McKendry.
BILL BRESLER | H O M ETO W N LIFE .C O M

NTDP from 2014-16 currently a t the Uni­
versity of Michigan and  drafted in 2017 
by the NHL's Carolina Hurricanes. 
“They m ade it (transition to  U-M) in­
credibly easy on me. You have bad days 
while at the  NTDP, but my host family 
understood th a t and m ade it easy to just 
come home and be myself around 
them .”

Not everybody can be a humble host. 
The NTDP always is looking to  replenish 
its billet roster.

“Everybody's different,” said Lisa 
Vollmers, who oversees the billet pro­
gram as director of student-ath lete ser­
vices for the NTDP. "We have couples 
th a t are retired, who are em pty-nesters. 
We have families w ith little people. We 
have families w ith an  only child.

“They really run the gam ut of all sorts 
of backgrounds. It’s really just about 
their passion for working w ith the pro­
gram and supporting a player who is 
moving away from home, who is going 
to have a very challenging two years.”

Vollmers heads a staff th a t thorough­
ly vets each prospective household to 
make sure it’s a good m atch for players 
making their way to Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville or Novi (the com m unities 
where billets m ust live) from points on 
the m ap such as San Diego or Orlando.

Just like home

The m atches, more often than  not, 
are made in hockey heaven.

“They serve as your second family,” 
said Gavin Hain, an NTDP U-18 forward 
whose billets are Laurie and John Bir- 
chler of Plymouth. "Obviously, if you 
have a small question or a life question, 
you need to talk to them  about — and 
they'll answ er it.

“Playing here, it’s hard, so I’m able to 
come hom e to a  good place. Keep you 
com pany if you need it. It’s nice."

Hain enjoys all the comforts of home, 
which for him  is Grand Rapids, Minn. 
There is a playful greeting from enthusi­
astic Labrador retriever puppy Rocket, 
who is nam ed after the M ontreal Cana- 
diens Hall of Fame player Maurice 
“Rocket” Richard.

His girlfriend (Kaelyn Denker) stops 
by while Laurie Birchler cooks up a dish 
o f chicken w ith honey m ustard, one of 
Gavin’s favorites.

USA Hockey NTDP players Judd 
Caulfield and Alex Vlasic are living 
with the Wrights of Novi (back, from 
left): Judd, Cameron Wright, Emily 
Wright and Alex and (front, from left) 
Nate, 9, and Ben, 12. f a m i l y  p h o t o

During this particular week, Hain 
had an NTDP brother hanging out w ith 
him at the Birchlers — U-18 forward and 
fellow M innesotan K’Andre Miller 
(whose billet dad was recovering from 
surgery).

“It’s awesome, obviously. I have a 
M innesota chemistry,” Miller said. “Just 
knowing (Hain) for so long, being on the 
sam e team s growing up, I wouldn’t w ant 
to be with anybody else, to be honest."

Keeping it real

The role NTDP billet “paren ts” play is 
as key to how young men tu rn  into po­
tential pros as th a t of the coaches.

W ithout a stable hom e situation, the 
potential exists for a player to get d is­
tracted from becoming the very best he 
can be, both on and off the ice.

"It’s been kind of fun, having these 
guys around and giving them  a support 
system  to be there," John Birchler said. 
“It’s kind of a unique situation, to bring 
kids you don’t  know in th a t are top a th ­
letes, to see them  play and be part of 
your family.

“They (USA Hockey) do give you a 
book, but the main thing is, our ultim ate 
responsibility is to give them  a stable 
environm ent, a place to sleep, feed 
them , provide them  everything they 
need there — and a family to be a part

of.”
With family life goes the sam e kind of 

chores that their actual children (Zane, 
26, Vaughn, 23, and Bryn, 21) had to do.

“They’ve got things they’re responsi­
ble for, just like our kids did,” John said. 
“W hether it’s cleaning up the dishes, 
taking the garbage out.”

One recent snowy day, John worried 
about having to use the snowblower af­
ter work. When he arrived home, there 
was a nice surprise.

“Gavin had done it,” he said with a 
smile. “I told him he’s my new favorite 
kid.”

“We would definitely consider doing 
it again,” Laurie said about billeting. “It 
wasn’t as much of a burden as you might 
think it would be, because they have 
such a good support system  through 
USA Hockey and because they’re very 
focused.

“These guys have a lot a t stake. This 
is a really im portant tim e for them . ... 
We try  to keep them  humble.”

Lik* old tim o t

In the Canton hom e of Pat and The­
resa McKendry, NTDP U-18 forwards 
Jack DeBoer and Jonathan  Gruden 
mostly are quiet and serious as they go 
about their business.

The two players — whose fathers

have National Hockey League connec­
tions — typically get up, chow down and 
commute to Plymouth-Canton Educa­
tional Park,where they attend morning 
classes before going to practices at USA 
Hockey Arena.

After returning to the McKendrys’ 
home, it's usually dinner time. On game 
days, of course, naps come first.

The McKendrys are back in the billet 
game after a lengthy absence. Back in 
the1990s, w hen Jack DeBoer’s dad (Pete 
DeBoer) coached the now-defunct Ply­
m outh Whalers of the Ontario Hockey 
League, they hosted future NHL player 
Harold Druken.

“The only difference was the (Whal­
ers’) players were a little bit older,” The­
resa McKendry said. “There’s a little 
more restrictions on the kids we have 
now, just because of their age. They’re a 
little more disciplined, because of their 
age and w hat they have to do. But it’s 
pretty similar, other than  th a t ”

W hen Jack DeBoer earned a two-year 
stin t with the NTDP in 2016 (24 m onths 
is the typical cycle of player develop­
m ent in the program), the McKendrys 
contacted their longtime friends about a 
"reunion” of sorts.

Jack DeBoer said the experience with 
the McKendrys — whose children Ryan,
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Thinking about remodeling your home?
Join us for a remodeling workshop March 31st

at our kitchen & bath showroom
11-1 PM KITCHEN WORKSHOP 

1:30 - 2:30 PM BATHROOM WORKSHOP 
Sign up for one or both of the workshops.

Receive a free planning guide 
Build your investment budget 

Meet with our AW AR D  W IN N IN G  designers

don 't m edic the vu^oAJL&fuyp,? .

Call today for a FREE in home consultation with one of our designers!

Call 248-260-2468 to reserve your spot or register online

ransitions
REMODELING

27260 Haggerty Rd. Suite A1 
Farmington Hills, MI

Visit www.transitionsremodeling.com 
to book a free in-home consultation

Families
Continued from Page 10A

32, and Laura, 31, are on their own — has 
been perfect. *1 think it’s been aw e­
some," he said. "Pat and Theresa are like 
a second family to me."

Jack DeBoer is all smiles after a U.S. team goal during a recent game, r e n a  l a v e r t y

Finding a connection
(  ■ . • 

Gruden, son of former NHL player 
John Gruden, didn't join DeBoer and the 
McKendrys until midway through his 
first NTDP season.

“I was living with (original billet fam­
ily) for four m onths. It just wasn’t  the 
right fit,” said Gruden, 17. “I brought it 
(changing billets) up to the people there, 
that it wasn’t  the right fit ”

Vollmers wouldn’t have moved Gru­
den to the McKendry household had 
their been any issues with the younger 
DeBoer, either.

“It was no problem for us to say yes,” 
Theresa said. “We already had Jack and 
we thought it would be more fun for 
Jack to have someone else here his age, 
rather than  just hanging out with us.

“So my first question was, ‘W hat do 
you feel about it, Jack?’ ... The fact that 
they get along so well and don’t have any 
issues and the four of us can get along 
and laugh a lot, it’s a good fit. It makes 
their life a little easier.”

Nodding in agreem ent was DeBoer, 
adding th a t “it’s been a  great experience 
here, just hockey-wise and billet-wise, 
too. Some guys, like him  before (nod­
ding toward Gruden), didn’t  have the 
best billets. They welcomed him with 
open arms. I think both of us can say 
they’ve been awesome and we couldn’t 
ask for better people to stay with.” 

Gruden acknowledged he is in a 
much different situation than  virtually 

.all o ther NTDP players, simply because 
his actual family lives in Rochester, 
about 40 miles from the arena.

But USA Hockey m andates players 
live in the school districts th a t serve the 
program, which beginning in 2017-18 in­
clude Plymouth-Canton, Novi and 
Northville.

"On days like these, driving 45 m in­
utes through the snow can be tough,” 
Gruden said. "And also going to school 
with the guys, I wanted to  have that 
team  cam araderie outside the rink, do­
ing activities w ith the guys ”

Vollmers said it is rare when a player 
and family don’t hit it off. W hen th a t

W ANT TO BE A BILLET?
What: Families are invited to consider 
hosting U.S. National Team Develop­
ment Program hockey players for the 
2018-19 season.

Who: The NTDP includes the U-17 and 
U-18 teams; players from all over the 
country join the program for two years. 
Billets provide a place for the players to 
live during their stay.

How: Contact Lisa Vollmers of USA 
Hockey at 734-453-6400, ext. 392, or 
send an email to housing(§>usahock- 
ey.org. More information is available at 
the USA Hockey website by clicking on 
the NTDP link. .

happens, the program finds a suitable 
new billet.

"As players are there, they might not 
like the food or their rules,” Vollmers 
said. "But we really try  to work through 
things and, 90 percent of the time, just 
w ith open communication, everything 
can be resolved.

"Sometimes it’s coaching a player (on 
how to integrate into a family environ­
ment). You can’t just go there and go in 
your room and not participate. It's really 
im portant for you to become a member

of the family. That’s huge ... if there’s 
good communication, it’s usually gold­
en.”

Youngsters at home

The Birchlers and McKendrys have 
adult children who have moved away, 
but it’s a completely different situation 
at the Novi hom e of Cameron and Emily 
Wright.

They now have a  household with 
their two sons (Ben, 12, and Nate, 9) and 
NTDP U-17 players Judd Caulfield and 
Alex Vlasic (who attend Novi High 
School). Caulfield is about 1,000 miles 
from his home in Grand Forks, N.D. 
Vlasic’s family lives in Illinois.

“We volunteered to billet because we 
thought it would have a positive impact 
on our family," Emily Wright said. “Our 
kids learn from watching others and we 
thought there wouldn’t be better role 
models than  the type of person selected 
for the program — boys requiring both a 
strong work ethic and a passion for 
hockey.

“The m ost challenging tim e for us 
was early in the season. W hen the play­
ers first move in, there is definitely an 
adjustm ent period as we get to know 
each other. The first few meals together 
were fairly quiet, but we tried to make

K’Andre Miller smiles from the bench 
during a recent NTDP U-18 game, r e n a

LAVERTY

NTDP U-18 player Gavin Hain is being 
hosted by Plymouth’s Birchler family.
RENA LAVERTY

everyone feel comfortable by cooking 
foods they know and liked — and, of 
course, talking about favorite foods are 
good ice-breakers.”

One reason Vlasic was placed with 
the Wrights is because “he, like our fam­
ily, cannot eat gluten. And since Alex 
and Judd realize how im portant nutri­
tion is, they don’t eat m uch funk food.

“So cooking a large enough quantity 
of food for meals requires multiple trips 
to the grocery store in a week,” she add­
ed. “And since our boys are active in ac­
tivities in the evenings, the food needs 
to be ready a t various times.”

The Wright boys get along w ith the 
players as though they were siblings.

“There is a lot of activity and sports 
in the house,” Emily said. “Alex and 
Judd will play all sports w ith Ben and 
Nate, w hether it is basketball or football 
in the backyard to soccer or knee hockey 
in the basem ent.

“You can see the excitement on our 
neighborhood kids if Alex and Judd are 
able to play when they come over.” 

Indeed, w ith potential NHL players 
“in the house,” neighborhood watches 
have never been so m uch fun.

•
Contact Tim Sm ith a t tsmith(a>home- 

townlife.com. Follow him  on Twitter: 
(a>TimSmith_Sports.

Transition your home, 
in any stage of your life.

http://www.transitionsremodeiing.com
mailto:housing@usahock-ey.org
mailto:housing@usahock-ey.org
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- SUNDAY SERVICE BL
March 25,10 AM C a n ta ta ^ ^ ^ T  

“Upon This Rock” I
MAUNDY THURSDAY S E R V IC E

March 29 7 PM Worship §
EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE I  

^ A p r i l  1,7:30 AM, Sunrise Service, 
^ ^ ^ J h e  Great Promise Keeper”

EMk. Continental Breakfast following this service

I b l O  AM WORSHIP
^ 4 : -  r Investing in People”

P r c s b v T c x iin ’ $  ̂

First Presbyterian 
C h u rch  o f N orthville.

Palm  S u n d a  
Pancake Bre^ 
Y o u M t e iA l

[arch 25, 9:30 am
it (free will offering) in support oi
Puerto Rico following Worship.

M aundy Th 
Communion

»y, M arch 29, 7:00 pm 
id the Table

E a s t * ^ ' i n r ^ T  A pril 1, 9:30 am and  11:00 am

F o r^ H in fo rm a tio n , please call the 
| church office^HS) 849-0911 or visit our website at

http://www.faithcommunity-novi
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Meisner: Help available to avoid tax foreclosure
As the April 2 tax foreclosure dead­

line approaches, Oakland County Trea­
surer Andy M eisner is appealing to fam ­
ilies and businesses w ith delinquent 
property taxes to engage the treasurer’s 
office immediately and explore options 
to prevent foreclosure.

Taxpayers w ith delinquent taxes 
should contact the county treasurer's 
office im mediately by calling 248-858­
0611, visiting the office at 1200 N. Tele­
graph Road in Pontiac, or going online to 
www.oakgov.com /treasurer.

“My prim ary goal to help strengthen 
Oakland County’s neighborhoods, tax 
base and economy starts  with keeping 
families in their hom es and functioning 
businesses open and operating,” M eisn­
er said. “There are options for well- 
m eaning owners to save their property, 
but we can’t do it alone. Please contact 
the treasurer’s office before the April 2 
deadline.”

County treasurers are responsible for 
collection of delinquent property taxes.

Properties face tax foreclosure 
after taxes are delinquent for 
three years. M eisner’s office of­
fers m any options for taxpayers 
to m anage paym ents and avoid 
foreclosure, including establish­
ing m onthly paym ent plans.

Under M eisner’s leadership, 
the office has increased efforts to 
reach, inform and educate taxpayers by 
adding several additional steps above 
w hat is required by law, including post­
ings, mailings, calls and home visits 
m ade personally by the teasurer. Fore­
closure prevention m essages have been 
translated  into Spanish, Korean, Rus­
sian and Chinese in a further attem pt to 
reach Oakland County’s diverse popula­
tion.

“It's im portant to balance com pas­
sion and accountability. Help is avail­
able to assist taxpayers who have fallen 
on hard times, bu t the window for assis­
tance closes after th is critical April 2 
deadline,” M eisner said. “It’s only fair

th a t taxpayers owing delinquent 
property taxes pay their share, so 
th a t burden isn’t shifted onto the 
backs of the 97 percent of tax ­
payers who do pay their bills on 
time.”

Options available to Oakland 
County taxpayers include:

■ Taxpayer Assistance M eet­
ings are face-to-face meetings to review 
circum stances and negotiate paym ent 
plans w ith those eligible. Scheduled by 
calling the treasurer's office at 248-858­
0611, this technique alone has facilitated 
the paym ent of more than  $75 million in 
delinquent property taxes since 2012. 
Taxpayers can utilize autom atic w ith­
drawal for their m onthly paym ent plan 
obligations.

I The Step Forward Michigan Loan 
Rescue Program can provide up to 
$30,000 in federal funds to resolve de­
linquent property taxes, interest and 
fees. The program has been particularly 
impactful in Oakland County, yielding

more than  $10 million in taxpayer assis­
tance over the last five years.

I DHS Property Tax Assistance, 
available through the state of Michi­
gan's Departm ent o f Human Services 
State Emergency Relief Fund, can pay 
the final $2,000 of a tax bill to avoid 
foreclosure. Available one time to in­
come-eligible citizens.

I Oakland County Financial Empow­
erm ent Center is staffed by financial 
counselors from nonprofit partner JVS 
Detroit. Taxpayers receive counseling 
on housing, financial literacy (including 
budgeting), Step Forward applications 
and service referrals, among other 
things. The Accounting Aid Society, 
which accepts meetings with taxpayers 
each Saturday at the treasurer’s office, 
offers tax preparation assistance.

“Preventing foreclosure is in every­
one’s best interest. Not only can we 
keep families in their homes, but we can 
protect property values and keep our 
neighborhoods strong,” Meisner said.
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Livonia Mayor Dannis Wright apaaks with Dava Raxroth of W X YZ-TV  (Channal 7) and calabrity bowler for 
the event, d a v id  v e s e l e n a k  i h o m e t o w n d f e .c o m

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 
Process: Public Participation

Sprint proposes the upgrade and collocation of a 
monopole telecommunication facility a t 44170 Gi$nd 
River Ave, Novi, Oakland County, MI. Members of 
the public interested in subm itting comments on the 
possible effects on historic properties included in 
or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places may send their comments to Andrew 
Smith, RESCOM Environmental Corp., PO Box 361 
Petoskey, MI 49770 or call 260-385-6999

fyMtlrt, March, “

CHARTER TOW NSHIP OF NORTHVILLE 
NOTICE TO  TH E  RESIDENTS 

OFFICE CLOSING
The Charter Township of Northville Administrative Offices will 
be closed on Friday, March 30, 2018 in observance of Good 
Friday. The offices will reopen at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, April 
2, 2018.

POLICE A FIRE EMERGENCY SERVICES WILL REMAIN 
AVAILABLE.

Sue A. Hillebrand. Clerk

hHKMIMarrh 22 20114

Oakland 
County K9 
to receive 
body armor

The Oakland County Sheriff’s Office K9 Jax will 
receive a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a 
charitable donation from nonprofit organization 
Vested In terest in K9s, Inc. Jax’s vest is sponsored by 
M atthew Pearson of White Lake and will be em broi­
dered w ith the sentim ent “This gift of protection pro­
vided by Jade and Mattie Pearson.” Delivery is ex­
pected w ithin eight to 10 weeks.

“We are very honored and grateful for this dona­
tion to K9 Jax, who is an indispensable m em ber of 
our K9 team  at the sheriff’s office,” Sheriff Michael J. 
Bouchard said. “K9 Jax is assigned to  the road patrol 
division and takes calls for service all around the 
county and region. K9 Jax and his K9 partners have 
seen an  increase in service calls and this equipm ent 
will ensure his safety.”

Jax is a six-year-old German shepherd. He is 
trained in obedience, tracking, narcotic detection, 
area and building searches, evidence searches and 
handler protection. He is certified by the National As­
sociation o f Professional Canine Handlers.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a 501(c)3 charity lo­
cated in East Taunton, Mass., and established in 
2009, w hose m ission is to  provide bullet and stab 
protective vests and other assistance to dogs of law 
enforcem ent and related agencies throughout the 
United States. Since its inception, Vested Interest in 
K9s, Inc. provided more than  2,800 protective vests 
in 50 states, through private and corporate dona­
tions, a t a cost of more than  $2.4 million.

The program is open to dogs actively employed in 
the U.S. w ith law enforcement or related agencies 
who are certified and a t least 20 m onths of age. New 
K9 graduates, as well as K9s with expired vests, are 
eligible to participate.

The donation to provide one protective vest for a 
law enforcem ent K9 is $950. Each vest has a value 
betw een $1,744 and $2,283 and a five-year warranty, 
w ith an  average weight of 4-5 pounds. There is an 
estim ated 30,000 law enforcement K9s throughout 
the United States.

For more information or to learn about volunteer 
opportunities, call 508-824-6978. Vested Interest in 
K9s, Inc. provides information, lists events and ac­
cepts tax-deductible donations at www.vik9s.org.

Hometownlife.com Consumer Experience Director Phil Allmen shows off his bowling form, d a v i d  v e s e l e n a k  i

H O M ETO W N LIFE .C O M

S e e d l i n g s  e v e n t  d r a w s  r e c o r d  n u m b e r  o f  b o w l e r s

J m i  is a six-year-old German shepherd assigned to 
the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office.

Brad Kadrich
hom etownlife.com
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N  , • .

■» .
The folks a t KerifflSfyIndustries, Inc., are big on 

helping out in the community.
That’s why the com pany had six team s bowling 

March 10 in the 31st annual fundraiser for Seedlings 
Braille Books of Livonia, which provides braille 
books to visually impaired children.

It’s the biggest fundraiser for Seedlings every year 
and Kennedy helped the 2018 event, held a t Novi 
Bowl, clock in as the biggest and best ever.

More than  200 bowlers helped raise money to ­
ward Seedlings’ $60,000 goal.

“Our com pany does one charity event a month,” 
said Margie Kubasta, who organized the six-team 
Kennedy contingent. “We challenge ourselves to 
raise more money for each event. This event is fun 
and it’s for a great cause.”

The event drew a ton of support from around Livo­
nia and surrounding communities. There were eight 
headline sponsors and nearly 60 event/prize/lane 
sponsors.

While final figures weren’t yet available, Seedlings 
officials are confident the event topped the $55,000 
raised last year.

It’s the kind of support Deb Bonde, the founder and 
director of Seedlings, appreciates.

“We totally rely on supporters and donors,” Bonde 
said. “W ithout them , we can’t do what we do for the 
kids.”

Anyone who’d still like to donate can do so at 
www. firstgi ving. com / 
event/seedlingsbraille/31st-annual- 
bowling-for-braille-books.

Contact Brad Kadrich a t bkadrich(a)hometown- 
life.com.

http://www.oakgov.com/treasurer
http://www.vik9s.org
http://www.firstgiving.com/
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AREA EVENTS

Send calendar item s to UV-OENew- 
stip<5)hometoumlife.com. Item s m ust be 
subm itted  a t least two weeks prior to the 
event.

Candy tala for disabled

M embers of Father Edm und Batters- 
by Council 7586 Knights o f Columbus 
will conduct the 43rd annual State M.I. 
Drive to assist those w ith intellectual 
disabilities. M embers will be a t both 
Kroger and Busch’s and on public 
stree ts in their yellow vests Friday 
through Sunday, March 23-25, to accept 
donations in exchange for a Tootsie Roll.

In previous years, the money donat­
ed has gone to  South Lyon Community 
Schools district special education, Spe­
cial Olympics South Lyon Special Stars, 
St. Louis Center in Chelsea and Special 
Olympics MISO Area 27.

K. of C. fish fry

The Knights of Columbus, Council 
7586, will sponsor a fish fry during Lent
4-7 p.m. each Friday through March 23, 
a t St. Joseph Catholic Church, 830 S. 
Lafayette Street, in South Lyon. Cost is 
$10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $6 for 
children ages 12 and under. Carry outs 
are available 4-6:30 p.m.

Salom Historical Socloty dlnnor

The Salem Area Historical Society 
will host its annual dinner and auction 
at 6 p.m. Saturday, March 24, a t the Fox 
Hills Golf Course clubhouse, 8768 N. 
Territorial Road. Tickets are $42 or $37 
for SASH members.

Auction item s will include tickets to 
area attractions, sports memorabilia, 
historical items and restauran t gift cer­
tificates. Contact Terry a t 248-486­
0669 to donate item s for auction. All 
proceeds go to support SAHS.

Reservations can be m ade a t 
www.sahshistory.org, via PayPal at 
www.sahshistory.org or by email at Sa- 
lem_Area_HS@jrahoo.com.

Art Housa members’ exhibition

The Northville Art House, 215 W. Ca­
dy Street, announces the 12th annual 
m em bers' exhibition, showcasing the 
talen ts o f current m em ber artists 
through original works o f art created in 
a variety of m edia and  styles. The exhi­
bition runs though Saturday, M arch 24, 
during Art Hbuse hours: noon  to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and  noon to 4 
p.m. Saturday.

Admission to  Art House exhibits is 
free and open to the  public. For more in­
formation, call 248-344-0497 or go to 
w w w .northvillearthouse.org.

'VslvstM n Rabbit* at Marquis

The M arquis Theatre, 135 E. Main 
Street, in Northville will be presenting 
the play “Velveteen Rabbit” each week­
end through May 6 (except Easter w eek­
end). Tickets for all perform ances are 
$9.

The play is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, March 24-25, and 
April 7-8, 14-15, 21-22 and 28-29, and 
May 5-6, as well as special perfor­
m ances Tuesday through Thursday, 
April 3-5.

No children under age 3. Group rates 
and reserved seating are available for 
groups of 20 or more, as well as birthday 
parties and Scout days. For more infor­
m ation, call 248-349-8110, email 
m arquistheatre@ sbcglobal.net or go to 
www .northvillem arquistheatre.com .

Highland racraation araa hika

The Crossroads Group is organizing a 
hike and  optional lunch a t 10 a.m. Sun­
day, March 25, in the Highland State 
Recreation Area, 5200 Highland Road, 
in White Lake. Hikers are to m eet a t the 
trail head parking area in front of the 
historic bam . After passing toll booth, 
go straight for L4 miles, bam  parking lot 
will be on the right side. For anyone in­
terested, there will have lunch a t a local 
restaurant after th e  hike.

The hike is free, but requires state  
park entry fee or passport. For more In­
formation, call 734^355-3822 or email 
crossroadsoutings@ michigan.sierra- 
club.org.

Support chlldron in fostor car*

Parents of African-American S tu­
dents in Novi will host a volunteer event 
a t 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 27, a t the 
Novi Public Library, 45255 W. 10 Mile 
Road. PAASN and partners Novi Rotary 
and HAP will be making a difference by 
funding, packing and  decorating new 
duffel bags filled w ith supplies like a hy­
giene kit, a teddy bear and  a blanket. 
Registration is required at 
http://bit.ly/2FAVpxx.

Artist locturo at VFAA

The Village Fine Arts Association in­
vites the public to hear award-winning 
artist Todd Marsee, who will discuss his 
variety of techniques in fine a rt water- 
color, abstracts, illustration, graphic d e­
sign and photography, a t 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 28, a t the Suzanne 
Haskew Art Center, 125 S. Main Street, 
Suite 700, in Milford.

For more information, email 
contactus@ milfordvfaa.org or call the 
SHAC at 248-797-3060.

K. of C. fish fry

The Knights Of Columbus, Council 
7444, will sponsor a fish fry during Lent
5-7:30 p.m. each Friday through March 
30, a t St. Mary Our Lady Of The Snows 
Church, 1955 E. Commerce, in Milford. 
Cost is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors, $7 
for teens, $6 for ages 6-12 and free for 
ages 6 and under. Carryouts are avail­
able.

Klwanis Club Easter ogg scramble

The South Lyon Kiwanis Club will 
hold its annual Easter egg scram ble a t 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 31, a t Volunteer 
Park, 21620 N. Dixboro Road, in South 
Lyon. Kids and parents will be able to 
visit the Easter Bunny and view police 
and fire vehicles. The scram ble itself 
will s ta rt a t noon. For more information, 
call 248-939-6432.

Novi Choralalras concert

The Novi Choralaires will host their 
spring show, titled “Women Composers 
in the Spotlight,” a t 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 3, at the Novi Public Library, 45255 
W. 10 Mile Road. This concert is free.

For more inform ation about the  Cho­
ralaires and their concerts, go to 
www.novichoralaires.org or their Face- 
book page a t www.facebook.com 
/novichoralaires.

Northville Newcomers and 
Neighbors

The Northville Newcomers and 
Neighbors club will hold its m onthly 
m eet and greet 10-11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
April 3. Host is Beth Hoolehan. RSVP to 
hoolehan@ aol.com.

Tollgate Farm spring classas

MSU Tollgate Farm and Education 
Center, 28H5 Meadowbrook Road, in 
Novi will host four spring classes for 
gardeners of all levels. Regional experts 
will be in the Conference Center to help 
solve problems in the garden. The 
schedule includes:

I Thursday, April 5 — Holly Vaughn 
covers four-legged critters, such as deer

I Thursday, April 12 — Nick Zimmer 
shares his solution to six-legged crea­
tures, such as aphids

I Thursday, May 31 — Farm m anager 
Roy Prentice offers a glimpse into the 
history of Tollgate Farm

I Thursday, June 14 — Mary Gersten- 
berger leads a class on w ater

Advance registration is required and 
space is limited. The cost of each class is 
just $20 and supports further adult edu ­
cation programming a t Tollgate Farm. 
For more inform ation and  to register, go 
to  http://w w w .canr.m su.edu/to llgate/ 
events/evenings-in-the-garden.

New Art House exhibit

The Northville Art House will present 
Art of the Family: Donald, Robert, Susan 
and  William Perrish, featuring pain t­
ings and sculptures from a family of 
award-winning artists. The exhibit 
opens w ith a public reception, spon­
sored by Mark Corbin o f Rajrmond 
Jam es, 6-9 p.m. Friday, April 6, and runs 
though Saturday, April 28, during Art 
House hours: noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through and noon to 4 p.m. Saturday.

The Northville Art House is located at 
215 W. Cady Street and is a facility of the 
Northville Arts Commission. Admission 
is free and open to the public. For more 
information, call 248-344-0497 or go to 
www .northvillearthouse.org.

SLAYA recognition program

The South Lyon Area Youth Assis­
tance will hold its 19th annual youth rec­
ognition program Monday, May 21, for 
youths in grades 6-12 in the  South Lyon 
Community Schools district. The group 
is looking for nom inations for th is rec­
ognition.

Nominees will be selected on the b a ­
sis of a com m itm ent to volunteer ser­
vices performed within the past year. 
Any individual or organization is eligi­
ble to subm it nom inations. SLAYA will 
receive nom inations for consideration 
through Thursday, April 12. The s tu ­
dents and nom inators will be invited to 
attend the youth recognition program.

SLAYA will again be awarding two 
scholarships for the Julie Berz Out­
standing Youth Volunteer to exceptional 
youth who will be continuing to college 
or trade school. The Lyon Area Rotary 
Club will also be aw arding two Lyon 
Area Rotary Scholarships.

The aw ards from both organizations 
are reserved for graduating seniors who 
have exhibited exceptional leadership 
and character w ithin the  area of com ­
m unity service and volunteerism. If you 
nom inate a s tuden t for the  either the Ju ­
lie Berz Scholarship or the  Lyon Area 
Rotary Scholarship, you do not need to 
also nom inate them  for a  Youth Recog­
nition Award.

Volunteers are needed to help with 
the event. Call the South Lyon Area 
Youth Assistance office a t 248-573-8189 
or to request nom ination forms.

Milford Community Gardan

The annual meeting for the Milford 
Community Garden will be from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, April 14, in the Com­
m unity Room a t the Milford Public Li­

brary, 330 Family Drive.
Plots, approximately 15 by 15 feet, are 

still available for $35. There are a small 
num ber of slightly larger plots for $40. 
There is a one-tim e, per plot, cleanup 
deposit of $20. Bring a check or cash to 
the meeting. For more information, go to 
www.GrowingGreensMilford.org.

Annual craak clean-up

South Lyon’s 14th annual creek 
clean-up will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, April 14. Volunteers m eet 
a t 400 McMunn Street (Michigan 
Seamless Tube and Pipe truck parking 
lot). They will remove trash  and debris 
from area creeks and streams.

Plan on m ud and water. Please bring 
rubber boots, and gloves. Wear warm 
clothing, hats and sunscreen. Also 
needed are pickup trucks to haul trash  
to dumpster. Sponsored by: Michigan 
Seamless Tube and Pipe, South Lyon 
Area Boy Scouts and the city of South 
Lyon Storm Water M anagem ent Plan­
ning Program.

Community Sharing garaga sale

Community Sharing’s 2018 spring 
garage sale will be held a t its new loca­
tion at Duck Lake Center, 5061 N. Duck 
Lake Road, in Highland. The sale is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. W ednes­
day through Saturday, April 18-21 (the 
first day is presale, $5 fee).

This sale includes furniture, house­
hold goods, linens, books, CDs, toys, 
sports equipm ent and more. Communi­
ty  Sharing is a non-profit 501(c)3 organi­
zation that provides food, clothing, 
emergency services, referrals and advo­
cacy for individuals and families in need 
within the Huron Valley School District. 
Ninety cents of every dollar will be used 
to fill its food pantry.

For more information, go to 
www.community-sharing.org.

Road rally scavenger hunt

The American Legion Auxiliary o f Er­
nest E. Oldenburg Post 216,510 W. Com­
merce Road, in Milford is sponsoring a 
road rally scavenger hunt a t 2 p.m. Sat­
urday, April 21. Cost is $10 per person 
and includes prizes and dinner. RSVP to 
248-684-9919.

VFAA exhibit at library

The Village Fine Arts Association, in 
partnership w ith the Milford Public Li­
brary, 330 Family Drive, has a rotating 
exhibit of its m ember artw ork in the  li­
brary com m unity room. The current ex­
hibit features the artw ork of Pam Sieg­
fried. Her work is also currently on d is­
play at Heritage Park in Farmington. 
Siegfried's artw ork will be displayed u n ­
til April, after which another artist will 
have a turn.

Artists interested in participating 
should contact Linda Onderko of the 
VFAA at 248-842-6789. The free exhibit 
is open during regular library hours: 
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday.

To learn more about the VFAA and 
the Suzanne Haskew Arts Center,'go to 
www.milfordvfaa.org.

Operation Injured Soldiers golf 
outing

Operation Injured Soldiers will be 
hosting its ninth annual golf outing Fri­
day, May 18, a t the Links of Novi, 50395 
W. 10 Mile Road. Operation Injured Sol-
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diers is a  nonprofit organization based 
in South Lyon th a t provides recreational 
opportunities to wounded military vet­
erans of all eras.

Golfers and sponsors can register on­
line at www.injuredsoldiers.org/ 
golfouting. For more information, call 
248-437-3130.

Salem Historical Society yard sale

World Vision 6K run

The 2018 World Vision Global 6K for 
Water charity run is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
Saturday, May 19, at Kensington Metro- 
park, 4570 Huron River Parkway, in Mil­
ford. Participants will join the fight for 
global access to clean water — six kilo­
meters is the average distance people in 
the developing world walk for water.

The cost is $50, which includes a T- 
shirt, race medal and race bib with a 
photo of the child who will receive clean 
water as a result of the event. For more 
information, call 888-511-6548, email 
LRunyan@WorldVision.org or go to 
https://w ww .team worldvision.org/ 
index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive. 
event&eventID=921

Youth Alpha film sarios

All teens are invited to the Youth Al­
pha film series at the Java House Cafe, 
25840 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon. A free 
Java House drink and snack will be pro­
vided. Come at 6 p.m. each Thursday. 
Email any questions to YouthAlpha789 
@gmail.com or register at wp.holy 
spiritrcs. o rg /alpha/.

SL Roc Authority .

South Lyon Area Recreation Author­
ity board m eetings are held at 2 p.m. the 
fourth W ednesday of each month. Call 
the South Lyon Area Recreation office at 
248-437-8105 for directions and confir­
m ation of m eeting location. To register 
for upcoming classes, go to www.slrec- 
.net.

The Salem Area Historical Society 
will hold a yard sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 19, on the grounds of Jar­
vis-Stone School Historic District, 7991 
North Territorial Road. This will be a 
community-wide yard sale featuring 
flea m arket and resale items. You can 
buy a space to sell your items or you can 
donate items to SAHS, with all proceeds 
from the sale going to SAHS general 
fund.

Vendors welcome. Reservations will 
be accepted until May 10. Cost for a 15- 
by 15-foot space is $15 for non-m em bers 
and $10 for SAHS members. This is for 
space only; tables and space coverings 
are not provided. There is no electricity.

For more information, go to
www.SAHSHistory.org or em ail
SAHS.YardSale@gmail.com.

Friday and Saturday Hangouts

The Living and Learning Center in 
downtown Northville is a center that 
specializes in helping teens and adults 
that are on the autism  spectrum  learn

MSU Tollgate Farm in Novi is offering spring classes geared for gardeners.

job and social skills. This center pro­
vides a program 6-9 p.m. each Friday 
and Saturday night that allows their cli­
en ts to partake in games, art, and cre­
ating friendships w ith their fellow peers 
and  m entors.

Each week, teens and adults learn es­
sential social skills (introducing them ­
selves, carrying a conversation, etc.) 
while also having a fun night out.

To learn more about this program or 
to reserve your spot in the program, call 
248-308-3592 or go to www. 
livingandlearningllc@ gmail.com.

Adopt-A-Reader

Adopt-A-Reader links volunteers like 
you with children in kindergarten 
through second grade in the South Lyon 
Community Schools district who need 
extra support w ith reading and/or w rit­

ing. This is an  opportunity to create a 
learning bond by working individually 
w ith two children. You could make a real 
difference in their lives. All it takes is a 
com m itm ent of about an  hour a week.

You decide the school you would like 
to volunteer at, the day and time slot 
during school hours th a t's  convenient 
for your schedule; we provide the tra in ­
ing and m aterials. Contact Lindsey 
Jackson a t 248-941-1701 or 
jacksonl@ slcs.us for more information.

Indivisible Huron Valloy

Indivisible Huron Valley is a local 
non-partisan  group com m itted to social 
and economic justice and  the protection 
of our environm ent. M eetings are held 
a t 7 p.m. the second W ednesday of each 
m onth a t 125 S. Main in downtown Mil­
ford. Public welcome.

http://www.injuredsoldiers.org/
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Sports give students chance 
to chaUenge themselves

Sup«r Talk
St*v* M atthew s

U S A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -

M IC H IG A N

It  is difficult to  describe my athletic career. Words 
truly are inadequate.

Inept. Clumsy. Maladroit.
Those w ords do not begin to paint the  true picture 

o f my athletic ability.
Yet, I enjoy sports. I love the competition, the  antici­

pation  o f the  outcom e, the pain and joy th a t can come 
from a sim ple game.

I recognize th a t sports, more than  likely, have an  
outsized im pact on our culture. Sports are just games, 
yet ath letes m ake millions o f dollars. Rich owners are 
given favorable land and tax considerations from cit­
ies and sta tes to  locate stadium s in communities. 
Coaches, especially a t the college level, are often the 
highest paid employee in the organization.

But even w ith all o f these negatives, in my opinion, 
th e  positives o f athletics outweigh the  negatives.

Sports provide a  connection for people, they help 
people face and overcome challenges and they help 
people learn to  set and  m eet goals.*

In our school district, athletics serve a  variety of 
purposes. 1 would like to highlight two.

First, athletics connect our students to our school 
and community. S tudents who participate in our a th ­
letic program suddenly find them selves playing not 
only for them selves, bu t also for their school and their 
community. •

In Novi, our athletes represent us all w hen they take 
the court or step  onto th e  field or run the track because 
the front o f their uniform proudly displays Novi. Our 
student-ath letes leam  quickly th a t w hen they repre­
sent Novi, they are representing all of us.

Second, through athletics, our students find them ­
selves challenged and encouraged and held account­
able by a coach who is not their parent. Most of our 
student-ath letes have had parent coaches as they 
grew up. That is a good thing.

However, in our school district athletic program, 
more th an  likely, an  adult who is not related to them  
will coach them . Our student-ath letes will leam  to take

direction from, be challenged by and be m otivated by 
som eone from outside of their family. This helps them  
gain perspective, leam  to take criticism, find a way to 
get better.

In our school district, we spend approximately 
$937,000 on our athletic program, approximately L2 
percent of our entire budget. That pays for coaches, 
uniforms, supplies and support. We raise money for 
the program through pay-to-participate fees, gate re­
ceipts and sponsors.

I think that is money well invested. Almost half of 
our student body in grades 7-12 participates on one of 
our athletic team s. Almost 1,500 students are Novi 
Community School District athletes.

Our district will continue to support athletics as we 
look to provide students with opportunities — to chal­
lenge them selves, to connect w ith other students, to 
connect with our school and community.

Steve  Af. Matthews, Ed.D., is superintendent o f  the 
Now C om m unity School District. He can be reached a t 
steven.matthews@ novik]2. org.

Brinza is featured veteran for March
Anthony Brinza III, a Vietnam War veteran from 

W estland, was honored as the March 2018 Veteran of 
the M onth by the  Sons of the American Legion, Squad­
ron 32, o f the Myron H. Beals American Legion Post 32 
in Livonia. . .

Brinza served in the  U.S. Navy from 1970-76. He was 
bom  in Detroit and  lived their until his teens, w hen he 
moved to Southfield. He graduated from Southfield 
High School in 1965 and  then  attended Oakland Com­
m unity College, w here he earned an  associate’s de­
gree. He received notice th a t he would be drafted in 
October 1969 and, not w anting to settle for the U.S. 
Army, Brinza w ent to  the  requiting office to enlist.

He was told there was a two-year waiting list for the 
U.S. Air Force, so he decided to take the test for the U.S. 
M arines and the  U.S. Navy. The navy offered him train- • 
ing in nuclear power, which sounded very interesting 
to  him. He was also told th a t he could have three 
m onths to get his life in order before being inducted, 
bu t he would also have to com m it to six years service. 
Brinza signed up and was inducted in February 1970.

He was sen t to  for basic training San Diego, w here 
he graduated as Co. 102 Honor M an and was nick­
nam ed “Motown." Following initial ra te training and 
com pletion o f electricians m ate 'A’ school, he tran s­
ferred to the  USS Puget Sound (AD-38, Destroyer Ten­
der) in Newport, R.I., for tem porary duty in the electri­
cal m otor repair ahd  rewind shop and, in November 
1970, was advanced to EM3. In January  1970, he was 
selected to  a ttend  Nuclear Power School in Bainbridge, 
Md.

"It was a  rugged class," Brinza said. “I spent about 
85 hours a week betw een classes and study hall. We 
started  w ith 50 in th e  class and  wound up w ith only 
seven th a t took the final test. I had a  B’ average in the 
classes, bu t w ashed out on the  final. I was told I was 
not strong enough in the  areas th a t m attered the most. 
Only five of the  seven were ultim ately selected. I think 
it was a blessing in disguise." .

In July 1971, he transferred to  the USS Providence 
(CGL-6, guided missile cruiser and flagship) in San 
Diego. In April 1972, they were assigned to WESTPAC 
and departed for the Pacific.

“We were told we were going out on operations, but 
the  next thing we knew, we were in Hawaii, then  the 
Philippines and  then  on the gun line off Vietnam," 
Brinza said. The USS Providence then  spent the next 
eight m onths in Vietnam, providing gunfire support to 
allied forces ashore and blocking supply ships to North 
Vietnam in th e  Haiphong harbor area. They inflicted 
serious losses on the  enem y and often cam e under in­
tense hostile fire and  received a U.S. Navy unit com-
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m endation for their actions.
“The first week on the  gun line was a real indoctri­

nation to hell,” Brinza said. “We had three days of gen­
eral quarters w ith no sleep we were like zombies. One 
night, I decided to go. on deck to  see the action. It 
looked like a scene from V ictory a t Sea.' Then I said  to 
myself, ‘Are you nuts? Get back inside.’ The next m orn­
ing, I w ent back outside and there was shrapnel all 
over w here I was standing. I still get the shudders 
thinking about how stupid I was, bu t you get so m en­
tally fatigued you don’t  think straight.”

They returned to  San Diego in December 1972 and 
Brinza was transferred to PTF-25 Osprey Class patrol 
boat a t COSRTVON ONE (Coastal River Squadron One) 
at Coronado Island, San Diego, and advanced to EM2. 
In May 1974, he was hand-selected as a research and 
developm ent crew m em ber for the  new CPDC-X (a new
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hydrofoil coastal patrol boat) in Tacoma, Wash. They 
spent six m onths testing the new system s a t sea and 
working with Seal Team L They com pleted final te s t­
ing a t Port Hueneme, Calif. In November 1974, he re­
turned  to COSRTVON ONE and was advanced to  EML

Brinza separated from active duty in April 1975 and 
rem ained in the reserves until 1976. He returned home 
to Michigan and got a job a t J.L. Hudson’s in security. 
In 1978, he w ent to work as a draftsm an a t the Ford Van 
Dyke plant and, in 198,3 transferred to the Livonia 
transm ission plant as a torque converter engineer and 
calibration tester.

While at Ford, he attended Northwood University in 
Livonia and graduated sum m a cum laude w ith a B.S. 
in business adm inistration. He retired in 2007. He 
married M aryann in 1970 and they have a daughter, 
Tonya. He is a  m ember of VFW Post 6695 and a  life 
m em ber o f Vietnam Veterans Chapter 528 in Ply­
mouth. He has been a m em ber of American Legion 
Post 32 for 19 years and chairs the annual golf outing 
th a t raises money to place w reaths on veterans graves 
a t the  Great Lake National Cemetery in Holly each 
Christmas season.

Brinza was interviewed by m embers o f S.A.L. and a 
DVD was m ade of the interview. He attended the S.A.L. 
March mem bership meeting, where the  video was 
show to  all. A plaque was presented to  him  from Livo­
nia Trophy w ith his picture and service information. 
An additional plaque was also put on display in the 
vestibule of the American Legion Hall. The public is 
encouraged to nom inate veterans to be honored a t its 
meetings. Nomination forms can be picked up a t the 
American Legion Hall, 9318 Newburgh Road, in Livo­
nia.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL , *

Wayne Memorial’s historic season ends
It w asn't the way Clegg, a runner-up 

in the recent Miss Basketball voting, 
had hoped to end her career. But she 
found a sliver lining, knowing the  she 
helped lead the girls basketball program 
to a spot it had never before experi­
enced.

“Of course, we w anted to win it all. 
But we worked so hard th is year," Clegg 
said. “Everybody counted us out. No­
body expected us to get th is far. So we 
had a pretty successful season and 
they'll come back even stronger next 
year.”

Fourth-year Wayne Memorial coach 
Jarvis Mitchell said East Lansing was 
every bit as com petitive as he thought it 
would be. •

“Those kids played as hard as just 
about any team  we played against," he

Marty Budnar
hom etownlifa.com
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

Wayna 
Memorial's 
Camree Clegg 
goes up for a 
basket against 
East Lansing's 
Jaida Hampton 
(left) and 
Aazhenii Nye 
during the 
Class A 
semifinal, d a n

D EA N  I

H O M ETO W N LIFE.

C O M

W ith 38 seconds left in Friday’s Class 
A semifinal game at Calvin College, 
Wayne Memorial's star guard Camree 
Clegg was saddled w ith her fifth foul 
and was forced to leave w ith East Lan­
sing enjoying a comfortable n-point 
lead.

The Clemson-bound senior saun­
tered over to the bench and accepted 
hugs from her coaching staff and team ­
m ates. Moments later, the undefeated 
Trojans had w rapped up a 60-52 win 
over the Zebras.

The loss ended a historic Wayne Me­
morial season, which saw the team  win 
its first regional championship, its first 
quarterfinal game and advance to its 
first final four.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

U-M walk-ons 
Bair, Ozelr 
prove worth

BOYS BASKETBALL

FINISH WITH A FLOURISH
Brad Emons
hom etownlife.com
US A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M ICH IGAN

It might be Michigan basketball’s 
best-kept secret.

They’ll never be as famous or as ta l­
ented as the original Fab Five of Web­
ber, Rose, Howard, Jackson and King, 
but John Beilein knows a good walk-on 
when he sees one.

W hen it comes to the 13th, 14th, 
15th, 16th and 17th players on the ros­
ter, the Michigan coach 
won’t underestim ate |Tr w ~ n f w  
their value for the newly I f  M
crowned Big Ten tour­
nam ent champions, « 
one of college basket- M
ball’s hottest team s en- M   ̂
tering the Sweet 16 this Baird 
Thursday in Los Ange­
les against Texas A&M.

“We have w hat we ■ B S H H g ?  
call a Fab Five a n d  t h a t’s 
th e  five guys, a n d  no j c H
d is re s p e c t to  our fam - B tl  J J T B  
o u s  Fab Five, as I p u t it,” i l y f  
Beilein said. “They are H H H I  
the guys th a t do a lot of Ozair 
dem onstration. When 
we dum m y against certain things, 
they know it and we just go against it.”

The five are senior Brent Hibbitts 
(Hudsonville), who is dealing w ith an  
injury, along with freshm en Luke Wil­
son (Boulder, Colo.), Rico Ozuna-Har- 
rison (Detroit Cass Tech), C.J. Baird 
(Novi Detroit Catholic Central) and 
Naji Ozeir (Novi).

“First of all, their team m ates love 
them  even though they know they 're 
not going into the game unless we're 
way ahead,” Beilein said. “And they’ve 
just been a really welcomed addition to 
the team . They have great attitudes, 
they’re no m aintenance off the court. 
People don't believe it, but those guys 
are significant in any success the  team  
has or they could also be the dem ise of 
the team  if they don’t have right a tti­
tude or they can’t remember plays or 
they’re not giving it their all on de­
fense. So these guys have done every-

Novi's Traveon Maddox Jr. hit tha game-winning shot to beat Ann Arbor Skyline in the regional final, t h o m a s  b e a u d o i n

Maddox proves clutch as Novi upends unbeaten Skyline
handled the ball just inside half court running one-hander high off the back-
and milked the clock during the  final 33 board w ith 2.8 seconds left to send the
seconds before making his move in a W ildcats (16-8) to a 61-59 trium ph and
winner-take-all 59-59 deadlock against into their first-ever state  quarterfinal,
undefeated Ann Arbor Skyline in the scheduled for Tuesday, March 20 at
Class A regional final March 14 a t Salem, the University of Detroit’s Calihan Hall

The Oakland University signee drove 
just to the right of the key and banked a See NOVI, Pag* 2B

Brad Emons
hom atow nllfc.com
US A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

It had to be the sw eetest kiss off the 
glass in Traveon Maddox Jr.’s high 
school basketball career.

The 6-foot-5 senior guard from Novi
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against Belleville (20-5).
After a tim eout, Skyline (23-1) had 

one more chance, but Brandon Wade's 
half-court attem pt m issed the mark, 
sending the W ildcats into a wild cele­
bration.

“My coach (Brandon Sinawi) looked 
a t me and said, ‘Tra, this is yours right 
now,'” said Maddox, who played a stellar 
all-around game and finished with 14 
points and six assists. “And I looked at 
him, I was dribbling the ball, and I said, 
‘I got it.' And I even told my team  in the 
locker room, ‘I got it, I got it.’ And I came 
out and got it. It was a buzzer-beater.”

The win erases some of the sting still 
felt by Novi in last year’s controversial 
67-66 last-second double-overtime loss 
to  West Bloomfield in the regional.

“That was our goal and I can’t tell you 
how proud I am  for our kids,” Novi coach 
Brandon Sinawi said. “Not only to get 
back to this position, but to come out on 
the other end this time. And fitting it 
was a last-second shot th a t got us the 
win in term s of Traveon’s basket and 
then, of course, the desperation triple 
(by Wade).”

Skyline relied once again on the pro­
lific scoring of the 6-2 Wade, who had 32 
points during a regional semifinal win 
over Howell.

But the W ildcats held the Duquesne 
University signee in check for the most 
part as he finished with a game-high 19 
points on 7-of-19 shooting.

But it was his triple with 1:05 left, af­
ter a Novi turnover, th a t tied the game at 
59-59.

“Credit to (assistant) coach Kevin 
Hankerson, who said, ‘We’re going to 
throw as m any guys as we can to make 
him work for 32 m inutes’ because he 
doesn't come out of the game,” Sinawi 
said. “And I fe lt ... we made him work as 
hard as possible tonight, harder than  he 
has all season long. And I thought that 
was the difference. And they missed 
shots in amd out th a t they normally 
make. Credit to our defensive strategy in 
term s of that.”

After taking a 32-25 halftim e lead, 
Novi w ent up by as many as 10 points in 

B the third quarter and had an eight-point 
advantage, 57-49, w ith 4:46 left in 
fourth on a basket by Jiovanni Miles be­
fore the Eagles clawed back.

Novi trailed 12-9 after the first quar- 
f ter, hitting only 4-of-16 shots, but after 

some adjustm ents, the W ildcats were 
22-of-38 from the floor over the final 

■ three quarters.
“Usually, I play on the wing position 

and my shots weren’t falling down early, 
so I had to go in the middle and, basical­
ly, bang down low w ith the big dogs,” 
Maddox said. “ W ith my size being 6-5, • 
195... I can go down there and play in the 
post. That’s one of the ways I helped my 
team  get the (win)." .

Skyline’s 3-2 zone defense gave Novi 
fits during the opening quarter.

Novi’s Austin Mackay lets out a yell after winning the Class A regional title, t h o m a s  b e a u d o i n

• “I had to be more of the facilitator to ­
day, because they know I’m a scorer and 
I rely on my jum p shot a lot,” Maddox 
said. “I had to drive to the basket and 
kick more and get my team m ates in 
scoring position.”

Tariq Woody, the 6-8 senior transfer 
from Plymouth, finished with a team - 
high 16 points to go along with 14 boards 
for his fourth straight double-double.

“I was telling them  stop shooting 
threes, because we weren’t making 
any,” Woody said about his team ’s first- 
quarter woes. “W hen we got it inside to 
me or inside to (Maddox), we were scor­
ing. (Maddox) definitely kept us in the 
game with his passing and scoring. He 
played great.”

Senior point guard Trendon Hanker­
son, who hit some clutch shots, added 13 
points, while Jiovanni Miles, the junior 
swingman, contributed 1L

The W ildcats also got a boost from 
senior forward Blake King, who chipped 
in a pair of 3-pointers, one each in the 
second and third quarters.

“Blake King did a great job, hit two big 
threes," Sinawi said. “I w ent off on his 
third attem pt w hen he hit the back­
board. We're deep and we’ve got guys 
who know their role and understand 
their role when it’s tim e to contribute. 
Tonight was not different.”

Here are som e other takeaways:

EAGLES GROUNDED
It was the first loss of the season for 

Skyline, which defeated the W ildcats in 
the season opener, 72-56, back on Dec.
5. •

Ryan Wade, the junior guard, added 
12 points, as did junior center DeSean 
M unson. Sharp shooting senior guard 
Jack Am m erm an added 11, all in the first 
half, but w ent scoreless over the final 
two periods.

“We didn’t  make enough shots in the 
first half,” Skyline coach Mike Lovelace 
said. “We had a lot of opportunities, a lot 
of layups rolled off. Defensively, we had 
a few things here and there where they 
scored inside and had more active 
hands. There was just a few little minor 
things here and there the first half. I felt 
like if we had a normal shooting night to 
start, we would have had a six- to eight- 
point lead with the zone and I was really 
going to feel good about that.”
ON A REBOUND

Novi started  out 1-5, but has now won 
10 of its last 11 games after two starters 
were out for nearly half of the season.

“This team  continued to get better 
and better really in the last two months, 
since Hankerson cam e back from injury 
and Tariq cam e back and Traveon has 
been healthy now,” Sinawi said. “It’s just 
been building, building up until now. 
And we’re not going to be happy to be 
there. We've got work to do. We've got a 
great Belleville team  th a t we have to 
play on Tuesday and we’re looking for­
ward to that.”
ZONE PRINCIPLES

Skyline’s zone defense was effective, 
particularly during the first quarter be­
fore Novi solved it by going on a 23-13 
second-quarter run.

"They’re good and we knew that we

might struggle if we didn’t hit some 
shots from the outside,” Sinawi said. 
"And we talked about a t the quarter, ‘Get 
the ball in’ and the kids listened. Trave­
on had a handful of baskets in there, Ta­
riq did some things inside there and 
really made them  come out of the zone. 
And we w anted that. We w anted them  
to play m an and guard us. We felt we 
had the advantage against their defense 
that we were able to get to the basket 
and hit some open shots.”

MR. BIG SHOT
Novi’s final possession fell strictly 

into the hands of Maddox, who missed a 
last-second drive to the basket in a 60­
58 district semifinal win March 7 over 
Canton (19-2), only to be tipped in by 
Woody for the gam e-w inner at the buzz­
er.

"The play was drawn up for (Maddox) 
to go and I was waiting there for him to 
miss, so I could tip it in, but he made it, 
so th a t was huge,” Woody said. “I was 
right there ready for it.”

But Maddox, who bid his time calmly 
dribbling nearly half court, made Sky­
line pay all by him self this time.

"Actually, I’ve been working on that 
in practice lately. It's more of a runner, 
going toward the baseline and I said, 
'Let me pull one out of my arsenal real 
quick' and that was my runner on the 
baseline,” Maddox said.

Contact Brad Emons at be-
mons@hometownlife.com.

Continued from Page 1B

Class A district championship after a 61-59 win over Ann Arbor Skyline, t h o m a s  b e a u d o i nNovi celebrates its first boys basketball

mailto:mons@hometownlife.com
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Walk-ons
Continued from Page 1B

thing you could ask for."
Ironically, Baird and Ozeir were rivals 

in high school, but have been united as 
team m ates a t U-M.

“Both great guys, first and foremost," 
Michigan senior forward Duncan Rob­
inson safd. “Kind of different additions 
as they kind of happened late in the 
game, but we’re very appreciative to 
have them. They do a lot of the dirty 
work and a lot of stuff that goes unno­
ticed that are integral for the success of 
this team. And that should never be 
overlooked."

The 6-foot-7, 225-pound Ozeir, who 
graduated from Novi in 2016, joined the 
team  as a preferred walk-on after 
spending a postgraduate year a t Salis­
bury (Conn.) School, where he averaged 
18.9 points (shooting 56 percent from 
the field) and 8.0 rebounds.

“It was a good experience and it 
helped getting that extra year," said 
Ozeir, who helped Novi win a district t i ­
tle his senior year while averaging 12.7 
points and 8.0 rebounds a game. “I grew 
up,-got older, more m ature as a basket­
ball player and as a person. I liked it 
there and it was a lot of fun. It was al­
ways in the cards and 1 just w ent there to 
open up my options and, obviously, use 
that year to get better.”

Ozeir had interest from Division II-I1I 
schools, but decided to give Division I a 
try. He played in his first collegiate game 
during the final four m inutes against 
UC-Riverside and played the final three 
minutes against Alabama A&M, scoring

his first career basket.
“It's been a dream  ever since I was 

growing up, because I was always a 
Michigan fan,” he said. “To play here is 
awesome."

The 6 -5 ,220-pound Baird, who aver­
aged 15.7 points and 8.0 rebounds as a 
senior, started  out as one of Michigan’s 
student managers after Bill Dyer, his 
high school coach at Catholic Central, 
contacted former U-M director of b as­
ketball operations Waleed Sam aha 
about walking on.

“They didn’t  have any spot, so they 
said I could start as a m anager and, 
hopefully, if som ething opened up, I’d 
get a chance to try  out for it," Baird said. 
“In mid-October, one of the spots 
opened up. They held a tryout and de­
cided to take me.”

Baird also appeared in his first colle­
giate game for four m inutes against UC- 
Riverside and got his first basket, too, 
against Alabama A&M.

“That whole process and getting th a t 
chance to play basketball again, it was 
just a dream  come true for me,” Baird 
said. “I’ve taken th a t to heart and try 
and take advantage every day a t prac­
tice ... just remem ber where I am  and 
how lucky and blessed I am  to have this 
opportunity to play a t Michigan."

Baird is enrolled in the Ross School of 
Business. He took 16 credit hours during 
the fall sem ester and is taking 13 in the 
spring, w ith such challenging classes as 
History of Art and Culture, Econ 101, 
Latin 232.

“It's definitely more difficult th a t now 
I’m a walk-on at school with basketball, 
but it’s one of the best challenges this 
school has given me,” he said. “So I often 
have a lot of work to do from the classes

from the business school that I’m taking 
and I've just learned great time m anage­
m ent skills, having my work go around 
practice and making sure I give m yself 
enough tim e for every project and a s ­
signments."

Hibbitts, the lone upperclassm an 
am ong the five, is the Woverines’ 13th 
player and normally travels w ith the 
team  on the  road, while the other four 
walk-ons dress only for home games, al­
though Baird m ade the trip to the first- 
and second-round games in W ichita 
th a t U-M won against M ontana and 
Houston.

“We mainly participate in the  scout 
team , run their offense, play the de­
fense," Baird said. “Like for the Purdue 
game, we follow the rules and prepare 
them  for everything they 'd  see. We go 
two-on-tw o, three-on-three drills with 
the scholarship players. Usually, they 
use us where they need us.”

Ozeir, who is leaning toward a major 
in economics, has international experi­
ence while playing for the Lebanese Ju ­
nior National Team.

“I’ve tried to pu t as much work as I 
can in the gym, leam  little things from 
the coach and do whatever I can to get 
better,” he said. “It’s a  lot different than  
my past roles. I’ve accepted it and I do 
w hatever I can to help the team  in any 
way. That's basically my role. It’s aw e­
some, obviously, (Beilein) is a really 
sm art coach. Learning from him and 
w hat he says playing here is pretty cool."

It’s only his freshm an season, but 
Baird has bought into Beilein’s way of 
coaching as well.

“He is one of the nicest m en you’ll 
ever m eet, but he really likes to chal­
lenge you as well through his intricate

offense, the way he presents him self 
and the way he presents him self to the 
team," Baird said. “It really makes you 
w ant to play for him and work hard for 
him. And he does it w ith all his players 
and  he's one of the best coaches in the 
country right now. He’s got us playing as 
one of the  best team s in the  country 
right now.”

And with Baird and  Ozeir coming 
horn the sam e area, the experience this 
season has been even more special and 
rewarding.

"We’ve become very close over the 
course of this year," Baird said. “It's kind 
of funny, both o f us are from the Novi 
area and how we grew up playing 
against each other. Naji and I definitely 
bond over that. One of the best parts o f 
th a t is seeing a familiar face in the locker 
room really helps you get more comfort­
able. Naji has been th a t for me and I’m 
just really grateful two people from Novi 
can represent the town and play a t the 
university.”

Baird said he'd like to return again as 
a support player in 2018-19. .

“Being a walk-on is a one-year deal," 
he said. “I'm hoping they ask me back. 
This year has been amazing. I couldn't 
have asked for anything more. All the 
walk-ons on this team  have worked 
really hard. I think we're all looking for 
th a t opportunity next year, s o ... I guess 
we'll wait and see."

“It's a fun group,” Ozeir said. “We al­
ways get to com pete with other guys. 
The whole Fab Five is a cool name. It ac­
tually cam e from the coaches."

Contact . Brad Emons a t be- 
mons@ hometownlife.com. Follow him  
on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.

Wayne Memorial’s Alanna Micheaux tries to get a handle on a rebound during the 
Class A semifinal, d a n  d e a n  i h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

Wayne Memorial's Jeanae Terry is fired up early in the game after scoring during
the Class A  semifinal, d a n  d e a n  i h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

Wayne
Continued from Page 1B

said. “They executed well. We knew 
they could shoot well, but they are also a 
very, very scrappy bunch. My hat’s off to 
them. They had a great game plan and 
they stuck to it.

“You can have a talented team , but if 
you have a team  th a t’s disciplined and 
th a t’s willing to stay within the  course of 
what they are trying to do, and I’m not 
saying nine times out of 10, but more 
than  likely, that team  will come out vic­
torious," he added. “They're competing 
and competing at every possession. We 
knew even if they weren’t going to be 
scrappy and might not get to the 50/50 
loose balls, that they were still going to 
be at a compete level and rebound like 
their life depended on it."

A strong first half

Wayne Memorial gave highly-regard­
ed East Lansing a wake-up call after 
taking a 30-27 halftime lead. It marked 
the first time all season the Trojans had

trailed after the first two quarters all 
year.

The Zebras scored the gam e’s first 
basket, a lay-up by junior guard Sammi- 
yah Hoskin, and took a 16-14 lead after 
the opening eight m inutes on Clegg’s 
triple late in the first quarter. Wayne 
Memorial m aintained its defensive 
pressure in the second quarter en route 
to its three-point halftime lead.

Clegg finished the highly-entertain­
ing and energetic first half w ith 11 points, 
four rebounds and four assists. She was 
the offensive spark-plug and put on a 
show with her spirited play.

Things changed dramatically in the 
third quarter.

East Lansing came out on fire, hitting 
its first three shots to take a 33-30 lead. 
The Zebras responded with four straight 
points to skip back into the lead a t 34­
33. That would be their last lead of the 
game.

The Trojans w ent on a 10-0 run and 
outscored the Zebras by a 23-11 margin 
in that pivotal quarter, en route to a 50­
41 lead heading into the final eight m in­
utes. Wayne Memorial never got within 
Striking district in the final quarter, only 
trimming East Lansing’s margin of vic­

tory to eight points when junior forward 
Jayah Hicks hit a pair of treys late in the 
final minute.

T h «  future Is bright

Mitchell said rebounding proved the 
difference in the crucial second half.

"We had a lot of m iscues on rebound­
ing (in the third quarter) and they went 
on a run, which I w arned the girls that 
they would,” he said. “But th a t’s basket­
ball. Basketball is a game of runs. Hope­
fully, you’re on the positive side of the 
runs. But if you're not, you have to find a 
way to stop the bleeding somehow and 
rebounding, normally, solves that."

East Lansing had three players reach 
double figures. Amelia McNutt poured 
in a gam e-high 20 points and sopho­
more forward Aaliyah Nye contributed a 
double-double with 16 points and 10 re­
bounds Aazhenii Nye added n  points. 
East Lansing's Miss Basketball, senior 
Jaida Hampton, finished with seven 
points and nine rebounds.

Clegg led Wayne Memorial w ith 16 
points, six rebounds and five assists. 
Hoskin was the only other Zebra in dou­
ble figures with M.

Wayne Memorial finished the m em o­
rable season with a 22-5 record, includ­
ing an  undefeated mark in winning the 
KLAA Black championship. That’s a far 
cry from just four years ago, when the 
Zebras suffered through a winless sea­
son.

Mitchell is excited about the future of 
his young squad.

“W hen I first took the job, I was u n ­
aware of their past,” Mitchell said. “A lot 
of people had given me indications th a t 
they hadn’t won a game in two or three 
years, but I w asn’t concerned with that. 
Anytime you take over a program, you 
w ant to try  and impose your will on it.

“I saw the future and I saw it getting 
better," he added. “I’m extremely proud. 
We did a lot of firsts this year. Despite 
the loss, I still feel very positive about 
the season and to know that my whole 
team  will be back next year, minus 
(Clegg). We not only had a good season, 
but we have som ething to look forward 
to next year.”

Contact Marty Budner at mbudn-
er@hometownlife.com.

mailto:mons@hometownlife.com
mailto:er@hometownlife.com
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BOYS SWIMMING

Stevenson enjoys success at D-l state finals
Tim  Smith
hom etow nlife.com  

B US A  TO D A Y  N E TW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

Nine m em bers of Livonia Steven­
son’s boys swimming and diving team  
com peted March 10 at the Division 
ls ta te  m eet a t Eastern Michigan Univer­
sity.

The Spartans, coached by Jeff Shoe­
maker, finished 12th w ith strong perfor­
m ances from Hans Anderson, Connor 
Beck, Gabe Curtis, Ben LaPorte, Nolan 
O’Dowd, Bryan Reppenhagen, Ben Ro- 
jewski, Luke Santi and Parker W asie­
lewski.

Finishing second in events were Wa- 
sielewski (100 backstroke, 50.89 sec­
onds) and Roiewski (500 freestyle, 
4:3L15.

+  *  i

In addition, Wasielewski placed 
fourth in the 50 free (2L13), while Rojew- 
ski's tim e of 1:43.67 was good for 13th 
place.

Stevenson had two other individual 
qualifiers, including Hans Anderson 
(12th in the 100 breaststroke, 58.25) and 
Bryan Reppenhagen in the 100 back­
stroke.

Two Spartans relay team s finished in 
the top 15 a t EMU. .

The 200 medley relay team  of Rep­
penhagen, Anderson, Wasielewski and 
Beck cam e in 13th w ith a tim e o f1:36.24.

Finishing 15th was the 200 free relay 
team  com posed o f Curtis, Reppenha­
gen, Santi and Beck (1:28.98).

Contact Tim  Sm ith  a t tsmith(S>home- 
toumlife.com.
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USA HOCKEY

U.S. topples Madison to 
earn spot in USHL playoffs

Cham pionship team s — at any level, 
in any sport — feature unseltish players 
who crank up the  work ethic to augm ent 
their talent.

Such is the case this season with USA 
Hockey’s National Team Development 
Program, a.k.a. Team USA and com­
posed of two team s (U-18, U-17).

The U.S. is going to the  United States 
Hockey League playoffs for the first tim e 
since the program  moved from Ann Ar­
bor to Plymouth, w ith the U-18 team  
sweeping the  Madison Capitols to 
clinch a spot. Nine different players 
scored M arch 15 in a 10-3 victory and 
then  Jake W ise recorded a  natural hat 
trick in Friday's comeback, 6-4 trium ph 
a t USA Hockey Arena.

“It’s not som ething we talk a lot 
about here, the  USHL playoffs," said 
Seth Appert, who th is year coaches the 
U-18 squad. “We're so focused here on 
developm ent and on the international 
com petition, trying to build toward a 
world cham pionship a t the end.

“But a t the  sam e time, we have elite 
com petitors in th a t room. And the sam e 
within the  U-17 room. Now th a t you’re in 
this situation, you w ant to take advan­
tage o f it. We're trying to win the East­
ern Division first o f all and to have a 
chance to com pete for the league cham ­
pionship. Those are things th a t have 
never been done here before, so anytim e 
th a t opportunity’s there, you w ant to try  
to seize it."

Team USA’s USHL record combines 
league results of both team s (not in­
cluding college and  international com ­
petition).

W ith the U-17 team  losing 6-1 Friday 
a t Waterloo, th a t record is 34-13-0-1 for 
69 points, good for first in the Eastern 
Conference and overall standings.

Should the U.S. finish among the top 
two team s in the division, it will receive 
a first-round bye. Because the U-18 team  
will be com peting in April a t the 2018 
IIHF U-18 World Championships in Rus­
sia, the U-17s will participate in the play­
offs (set to begin in mid-April).

Appert stressed  the compete level up 
and down the roster for both team s (the 
U-17 team  is coached by John Wroblew- 
ski) and a sense th a t no one player 
needs to go on a scoring tear in order to 
rack up victories.

Helping each other

In the  Friday win, however, the line of 
Jake Wise, Joel Farabee and Cole Cau- 
field tu rned  up  the attack — combining 
for four of the goals.

Scoring * tw ice was forward Jack 
Hughes, w ith goalie Drew DeRidder (23 
saves) posting the win.

Wise scored three consecutive goals 
opening the third period, turning a 3-1 
deficit into a 4-3 lead.

Oliver Wahlstrom set up Wise for the 
first one, a  blast from the left circle du r­
ing a power play.

The tying goal was a  re-direction of 
defensem an Spencer S tastney 's point 
shot. And then  came the hat trick tally 
with 3:35 left, making it a 4-3 lead for 
the U.S. Farabee feathered a feed from 
the left side of the rink over to Wise in 
the right circle and he snapped it past 
M adison goaltender Joey Lamoreaux

Goaltender Drew DeRidder makes a stop during the U.S. NTDP U-18 team’s win over Madison, r e n a  l a v e r t y

(35 saves).
“I don’t  even know how he saw me 

over there,” W ise said w ith a chuckle. “It 
w as a sick pass, he’s a great player and 
he’s really fun to play with.”

M adison cam e back to re-tie the 
gam e a t 4 -4  w ith 2:26 remaining, bu t it 
took only 20 seconds for Hughes to put 
th e  hom e team  back in front. He gath ­
ered the  puck inside the Caps blue line, 
circled into th e  high slot and w ent shelf.

Then cam e the  insurance goal by Fa­
rabee, into an  em pty net, a t 19:13. This 
tim e, W ise had a chance to  score his 
fourth o f the  game, bu t instead returned 
the  favor by sending a pass over to Fara­
bee.

“Yeah, I th ink I'm just a pretty  unself­
ish kid and me and Joel are really good 
buddies,” W ise said. “He’s fed me a ton 
of pucks, he gave me the hat trick, so I 
figured we had an em pty net, why not

give it to him ?”
Farabee said he “wouldn’t have been 

surprised if he shot it, the  (defense) was 
on him. But it was an  unbelievable pass 
to get it to me and I'm really thankful for 
that."

Fast start

The March 15 rout was sparked by a 
four-goal first period, w ith goals by Cam 
York, Farabee, Gavin Hain and Alex Tur- 
cotte. Farabee added a second goal in 
the middle period. Making 28 saves was 
goalie Spencer Knight.

“I think the last couple weekends, 
we’ve really been spreading it (scoring) 
out and it's been really fun,” Wise, said 
w hen asked about his three-goal, one 
assist performance. “I guess all the luck 
was with me this weekend. It felt good, 
but it was a great team  win.”

Digging for the puck is U.S. forward 
Oliver Wahlstrom. He had two assists 
in a 6 -4  victory over Madison, r e n a

LAVERTY

Linemates Joel Farabee (left) and Jake 
Wise combined to score four goals 
Friday against Madison, r e n a  l a v e r t y

Appert said it will be great for the 
program and area hockey fans to experi­
ence the USHL playoffs for the first time.

“W hat I’m m ost happy about is we’ve 
had this success w ith both team s w ith­
out sacrificing development,” he said. 
“We’ve been rolling four lines on both 
team s and not shortening the bench to 
try  to win games.”

Farabee said it is “pretty cool” for the 
NTDP to be headed to the playoffs. He 
noted th a t the  fact both team s sim ulta­
neously are having outstanding seasons 
is a feather in the program’s cap.

“We play a lot of the same systems,” 
Farabee said. “If guys are coming up, it’s 
really easy to  fit in. We’re playing with a 
lot of speed and a  lot of talent, so that 
definitely wins.”

Contact Tim Sm ith a t tsmith(a)home- 
townlife.com.

Tim Smith
hoirw tow nllfa.com
U S A  TO D A Y  N E TW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

mailto:tsmith@home-toumlife.com
mailto:tsmith@home-toumlife.com
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Novi’s Hankerson on the rise with Phoenix
■rad Emons
hom ctownlifc.com
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

Novi High grad Kamoron Hankerson enjoyed a highly productive sophomore season at Green Bay. g r e e n  b a y  s p o r t s

IN FO R M A TIO N

It was “One Shining M oment” that 
Kameron Hankerson hopes will con­
tinue as he enters the next t\yo basket­
ball seasons a t the University of W is­
consin-Green Bay.

The 6-foot-5,200-pound sophomore 
guard from Novi went “en f u e g o s c o r ­
ing a career- and gam e-high 36 points in 
a 93-81 victory over the University of 
Detroit Mercy during the first round of 
the Horizon League tournam ent March 
3 at Little Caesars Arena.

“It felt good. I just started  to catch fire 
the second half and I kind of never 

looked back,” said Han-

f kerson, who w ent 12- 
of-17 from the floor, in­
cluding 7-of-9 from 3- 
point range. “I just s ta rt­
ed to hit shots and my 

. team m ates found me 
Hankerson open. I just felt like we 

were invincible at that 
point and time.”

Green Bay defeated Detroit three 
tim es this season (also 107-97 and 95­
83), while also beating Oakland Univer­
sity twice (80-79 and 96-90), as H an­
kerson had 19 and 13 points, respective­
ly-

Hankerson didn’t suffer through the 
proverbial sophomore jinx, but im ­
proved his stock from his freshm an 
year, when he appeared in 24 games 
while averaging 3.1 points for the Phoe­
nix (18-14).

This season, Hankerson improved 
his num bers dramatically, starting 24 of 
the Phoenix’s 33 games, averaging 10.7 
points. He shot 44.3 percent from the 
floor, including 38.7 percent from the 3- 
point line. He averaged 3.1 rebounds and 
had a total of 87 assists w ith 78 tu rn ­
overs.

“Just a lot of time in the gym, a lot of 
shots, a lot of reps, a  lot of gam e-tim e 
reps,” said Hankerson, who also shot 74 
percent from the foul line. "You never 
really think about how m uch going full 
speed, how, like, it affects your game 
until you actually start doing it, start 
working and it s tarts to work.”

Hankerson went 24 /7  in the gym 
during the off-season, but also tried to 
improve his m ental approach.

“I didn’t have a lot of film freshm an 
year, so it was hard to watch film,” H an­
kerson said, “but as we got closer to the 
season and we started  working on 
things and the season started  to get into 
full swing, I had a lot more film to look 
at, so I had more stuff to correct, more 
stuff to kind of go off of, so I could get 
myself better throughout the season.”

Hankerson also dedicated him self by 
eating right and lifting weights to get 
into the best shape possible. And Green 
Bay coach Line Darner believes Hanker­
son is headed toward a higher trajectory 
next season.

“The first year, he was behind a lot of 
upperclassm en, a lot of seniors, so he 
was kind of getting in a little bit here and 
a little bit there,” the third-year coach

said. “But this year, he got the  opportu­
nity to play a lot more and I thought he 
progressed as the year w ent along. He 
had some really great gam es for us, in­
cluding the one in the tournam ent over 
there. We really saw some improvement 
in him this year and, hopefully, he’ll 
make the sam e strides next year for his 
junior year.”

Although Green Bay w ent 13-20 over­
all and 7-11 in the Horizon League, H an­
kerson likes the direction the team  is 
headed going into next year.

“We’ve got a lot of guys coming back,” 
Hankerson said. “The year before, we 
lost six, this year were only losing two. 
Our goal is to continue to  improve. I real­
ly want to have a 20-win season next 
year, possibly win the conference, the 
season conference title and go in and be 
able to compete in an  NCAA tourna­
m ent.”

From his freshm an to his sophomore 
year, Hankerson w ent from averaging 
eight m inutes to nearly 28 m inutes per 
game.

"He got an opportunity to shoot the 
ball more this year, so th a t certainly 
helps,” Damer said. “I think he im­
proved in all areas — handling the ball, 
he shot a decent percentage, close to 39 
percent from three. His assist-to -tum - 
overs were good, but they got to be bet­

ter for next year. He’s got to rebound the 
ball better next year for us. I thought he 
became better a t becoming a leader on 
the floor. All those areas, he still has to 
get better in. But when you get the op­
portunity to play, you always seem  to 
play better. Defensively, he’s made great 
strides there. He’s just got to keep im­
proving and working on those areas.”

During his senior year a t Novi, H an­
kerson suffered a partially tom  lateral 
collateral ligament in his knee. He 
m issed the final m onth of the  season af­
ter earning all-Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association honors as a junior.

“I felt like it set me back a little bit,” 
Hankerson said. “My confidence wasn't 
as high going into my freshm an year. It 
was hard, especially at the beginning, 
but my confidence got back up as I went 
along.”

Hankerson committed to Green Bay 
prior to his senior year and believes he 
made the right choice.

"(Damer) just spoke very highly of 
me, had a lot of confidence in my game 
and the way he plays, I enjoy playing,” 
Hankerson said. “It was a  no-brainer for 
me. Fast-paced, up-and-dow n, full- 
court press, just relentless defense and 
a lot of shots.”

And in Titletown USA, home of the 
Green Bay Packers, the Phoenix have

their fair share of support, too.
“It’s good, we get a lot of people to 

come out, a lot of fans,” Hankerson said. 
“They know who were are and it feels 
good to be known in a city like th a t with 
the football team  around th a t area. It's 
interesting, I haven’t been to a (Packers) 
game yet, bu t plan on going just to see 
w hat it’s like. It’s crazy, it’s like a cult. 
Everybody shuts down on Sundays and 
they just watch the game.”

Hankerson is an accounting major 
who recently changed his minor from 
business m anagem ent to finance.

“I plan to own my own business, just 
kind of do something w ith accounting,” 
he said.

And after the way his sophomore 
season unfolded, the future is bright for 
Hankerson, with more shining m o­
m ents to come.

“He’s a great kid and comes from a 
great family,” Damer said. “His mom 
and dad did a great job raising him. He’s 
very coachable, which is a good thing. 
He listens to you. He tries to do w hat you 
ask him to do to get better and, as a 
coach, th a t’s all you can ask from your 
players.”

Contact Brad Emons a t be- 
mons@ hometownlife.com. Follow him  
on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.

COLLEGE SOCCER

Michigan Bucks to host Collegiate Showcase
Brad Emons
hom «tow nlife.com
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

The Michigan Bucks of the Premier 
Development League will host their 10th 
annual College Challenge on two Satur­
days, March 24 and April 7, a t Ultimate 
Soccer Arenas in Pontiac.

A m en’s showcase March 24 features 
four exhibition matches, beginning at 
12:20 p.m. between No. 7 Michigan State 
and No. 12 Butler, followed at 1:55 p.m. 
by Oakland University against the Bull­
dogs (coached by former OU star for­
ward Paul Snape).

Michigan State and No. 14 Notre 
Dame follow at 3:30 p.m. and the day 
concludes with a Michigan-MSU 
m atch-up at 5:05 p.m.

On April 7, the Bucks College Show­
case returns with four full-length 
matches featuring two m en's and two 
women’s games at Ultimate, an  indoor 
facility at 867 S. East Boulevard East, 
between Opydke Road and Centerpiece 
Parkway.

Action begins a t 12:15 p.m. w hen the 
No. 22 Michigan men take on MSU in a 
rematch, followed by Oakland, guided 
by coach and former MLS New England 
Revolution goalkeeper Eric Pogue, 
against the W estern Michigan Univer­
sity men at 2:05 p.m.

Beginning at 3:55 p.m., the OU wom ­
en take on WMU in a rem atch of last 
fall’s NCAA tournam ent m atch won by 
the Broncos, 3-L

And for the first tim e in the event h is­
tory, the Bucks welcome the wom en’s 
team s of Central Michigan University 
and University of Detroit-Mercy to close 
out the four-game slate w ith a  5:45 p.m. 
kickoff. '

General admission tickets are $10 at 
the door, which adm its each fan to  all 
four of the day’s matches. Children ages 
5 and under are free.

Special presale tickets can be pur­
chased online for only $8 at 
www.buckssoccer.com. Group dis­
counts (20 or more) are also available 
for $6 each by contacting tl^e Bucks of­
fice at 248-334-7460.

The Bucks, members of the Great 
Lakes Division, are the m ost successful 
minor league soccer team  in history, 
winning nine national cham pionships 
during the club’s first 22 years in the 
PDL. They recently celebrated one of 
their best off-seasons in history when 
the team  had nine former players sign or 
drafted by MLS clubs over the winter.

The Bucks officially open their sea­
son Wednesday, May 9, in the first round 
of the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup. It will 
be their record 16th appearance in the 
country’s oldest sporting tournam ent.

The Michigan 
Bucks will host 
tha Collage 
Soccer 
Showcase 
March 24 and 
April 7 at 
Ultimate 
Soccer Arenas 
in Pontiac, j a y

D UN W ELL

For more infomration on the Bucks’ Instagram: (©Michigan Bucks PDL.
2018 schedule, player signings and o th­
er team  announcem ents, follow the Contact Brad Emons a t be- 
Bucks on Twitter: (©MichiganBucks; on mons@ hometoumlife.com. Follow him  
Facebook: (©Michigan Bucks Soccer; and on Twitter: @BradEmonsl.

mailto:mons@hometownlife.com
http://www.buckssoccer.com
mailto:be-mon8@hometownlife.com
mailto:be-mon8@hometownlife.com


6B I  THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018 I O A I  M EDIA ( n n n r )

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Novi’s Woody captures weekly online vote
Brad Imons
hom e tow n lit*, com
U S A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M IC H IG A N

He’s appeared in only 17 gam es this 
season, bu t Tariq Woody has quickly 
found Ids niche w ith the Novi boys b as­
ketball team.

The 6-foot-8 senior transfer from 
Plymouth had 15 points and 15 rebounds 
in a 74-56 Class A district cham pionship 
win March 9 over Northville after post­
ing another double-double with 17 re­
bounds and 14 points, including the 
gam e-winning put-back at the buzzer, 
to beat Canton (19-2) in the district 
semifinal, 60-58.

And for his efforts in the Salem d is­
trict toumey, Woody garnered home- 
townlife.com Prep Athlete of the Week 
honors w ith a total o f11,989 votes (52.55 
percent). Farmington United gym nast 
Elisa Bills was runner-up with 6,629.

Woody continued his strong play in 
the post this past week, posting two 
more double-doubles in two regional 
games, including 16 points and 13 boards 
as the Wildcats (16-8) defeated previ­
ously unbeaten Ann Arbor Skyline, 61­
59, for their first regional title in school 
history.

“Tariq is starting to  hit his stride,” 
Novi coach Brandon Sinawi. “He can do 
so m any things for us, not just his re­
bounding, but he’s been able to find the 
basket as of late and proved it last week 
w ith a big game against Canton and 
then  a big one (against Northville). Es­
pecially with him hitting th a t gam e- 
winner, it kind of boosted his confi­
dence a little bit. He’s been trying to 
kind of find his place within our group of 
kids, w ith him  being new this year, try- Novi’s Tariq Woody shoots over Canton's Noah Brown, d a n  d e a n  i h o m e t o w n l i f e .c o m

ing to find his role, and 
he’s settling in nicely.”

Under the MHSAA 
transfer rule, Woody sat 
out the  first seven games.
Novi w ent 2-5, bu t is 14-3 
since. He had 17 points Woody 
and 12 rebounds in his 
season debut Jan. 16 in a victory over Li­
vonia Stevenson.

For the season, Woody is averaging 12 
points and 10.4 rebounds per game.

“I’ve been going to the gym a lot more, 
w ith Trendpn (Hankerson) and  Traveon 
(Maddox Jr.),” Woody said. "We’ve been 
putting in work. We’ve been working 
hard.”

According to Sinawi, Woody has the 
m ost interest from M adonna University, 
Rochester College, Ohio Dominican and 
Florida Tech.

“I don’t know w hat I’m thinking yet, 
I’m just waiting and I’m just keeping all 
my options open,” Woody said of his col­
lege choice.

During his spare time, Woody enjoys 
watching basketball and hanging out 
w ith friends. He carries a 2.9 grade- 
point average.

“My favorite subject is com puter pro­
gramming. That’s w hat I w ant to go 
into,” Woody said.

Meanwhile, the season is far from 
over as Novi advanced to its first state 
quarterfinal in school history, scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 20, at the University 
of Detroit’s Calihan Hall against Belle­
ville (20-5).

“He had a big week and we don’t ad ­
vance w ithout his play,” Sinawi said.

Contact Brad Emons a t be- 
mons(a)hometownlife.com.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Hankerson gives Novi big lift in regional semifinal

Novi's Trandon Hankerson, guarded by Lakeland's Sean Cullen, shoots a 3-pointer during the Class A regional semifinal, d a n

D EA N  | H O M ETO W N LIF E .C O M

Brad Emons
hom etownlife.com
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K  -  M ICH IGAN

Teams are finding out you can’t  sleep 
on Trendon Hankerson either w hen it 
comes to defending Novi's boys basket­
ball team.

The 6-foot-4 senior point guard, who 
sat out half the season with a broken 
foot, scored a game-high 21 points to  put 
the W ildcats back in the Class A region­
al final for the second straight year with 
a 74-55 win March 12 at Salem over 
White Lake Lakeland.

Novi’s top two scorers, senior guard 
Traveon Maddox Jr. and junior guard 
Jiovanni Miles added 17 and 13, respec­
tively, bu t it was Hankerson who helped 
fuel a 26-12 first-quarter run.

Novi (15-8), in fact, made its first six 
3-point attem pts of the game and fin­
ished with 12 triples on the night.

“I just started out hot with two threes 
and then, as the game w ent on, we just 
tried to play as a team  and share the 
ball,” Hankerson said. “More than  any­
thing, it was just open looks then it was, 
like, taking opportunities, so I thought it 
was a solid night for us.”

Lakeland (17-6) tried to make a game 
of it by outscoring the Wildcats 19-9 in 
the second quarter to close the gap to 
35-31 a t halftime.

But Novi responded with three more 
triples and took a 51-39 advantage into 
the fourth quarter before going up by as 
m any as 23 points.

"We started out really hot, then we 
got a little cold in the second quarter,” 
Hankerson said. “After they made their 
run in the second quarter, we went to 
the locker room and coach (Brandon Si­
nawi) said we were going to drive and 
kick more and keep driving and kicking 
to make those extra passes within the 
paint so we could get more layups. Then 
they would have to guard that so we 
could, hopefully, get hot again.”

Here are some other takeaways:

■ PHILLIPS’S FINALE
Lakeland’s 6-8 senior center Cass 

Phillips, a three-year varsity player, fin­
ished with a team -high 20 points to go 
along with 10 rebounds.

"It was a great game,” Phillips said. 
"We really struggled th a t first half. They 
hit a lot of good shots on us. There’s 
nothing we could really do about that. 
Even in the second quarter, we were 
looking to make a run at them , but we 
couldn’t pull it off.”

Phillips, also a pitcher, has decided 
not to  rejoin the baseball team  this 
spring. •

“This is my last high school basket­
ball game and last high school game 
ever,” Phillips said. “I’m emotional right

now.”
Phillips is staying home after gradu­

ating in June and plans go into his u n ­
cle’s real estate  business

"I’m going to be an independent en ­
trepreneur,” Phillips said.

LAKELAND'S RUN
The Eagles, behind three triples from 

junior guard Trent Farquhar, outscored 
Novi 19-9 during the second half to trail 
only 35-3L

But in the second half, Lakeland was 
unable to sustain  its m om entum  and 
was outscored, 39-24.

"Our game plan was to make them  a 
jum p-shooting team  and they m ade us 
pay,” first-year Lakeland coach Ron 
Thom pson said. "They’re a great team. 
You got to pick your poison with them . I

watched them  the  last three games ... 
every single one of them  was dunking, 
going to  the basket; they kill you in every 
dim ension. We did a great job of taking 
away one of their dim ensions of taking 
the ball to the basket and keeping them  
out of transition. And those were two of 
the keys for us. We did a great job with it, 
bu t they hit shots and got som e second 
opportunities ... they m ade us pay.”

LAST HURRAH .
In Thom pson's first season after 

coming over from Walled Lake North­
ern, the Eagles finished third in the new 
Lakes Valley Conference (n-5) and won 
their first district cham pionship since 
2007.

"They built a foundation of w hat I 
w ant Lakeland basketball to be all

about,” Thom pson said. “The seniors 
have done an unbelievable job. Thinking 
back 365 days ago, if you had told me 
we’d be sitting in a regional semifinal 
w ith Lakeland High School, I'd say 
you’re crazy. The kids would have 
thought you were crazy, too. But they 
really bought in and played their hearts 
out th is year. I’m so proud and very 
em otional tonight, because I love these 
kids and got to spend the sum m er to­
gether, all fall and then  basketball sea­
son. It’s been a grind, but there wasn’t 
one day I didn’t show up where I didn’t 
w ant to be in the gym. It's very refresh­
ing.”

Contact Brad Emons a t be- 
mons(S>hometoumlife.com. Follow him  
on Twitter: (a)Brad Emonsl.

I
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PREP GYM NASTICS

T h «  Northville gymnastics team placed second at the Division 1 state finals meet, its best finish since 1998.

Farmington United vaults to 
state gym crown; Northville 2nd

team  like I have never seen before," she 
added. “They worked hard as a team  all 
season and were consistent, so w hen it 
came tim e to com pete at the state  meet, 
they really came together to elevate 
their strengths."

Bills defends title

Individually, Bills defended her Divi­
sion 2 all-around state  championship. 
After suffering a knee injury halfway 
through the season, she returned just in 
tim e to qualify for the regional and then 
performed magically at the s tate  finals.

Bills scored 37.175 points to edge 
Rockford's Morgan Chase, who placed 
second with 36.825. Bills won the  bal­
ance beam  (9.575), placed third on the 
uneven bars (89.5), fourth in floor exer­
cises (9.45) and seventh off the  vault 
(9.2) to earn all-state honors on all four 
events.

“Elisa pulled off a feat th a t does not 
happen a lot — winning the all-around 
com petition for two years in a row," 
Dwyer said. “I have not coached an  a th ­
lete who has accomplished such a task 
in my 31 years and I have been blessed 
w ith a lot of talent.

“She has proven herself to be one of 
the top gym nasts in the state over a two- 
year span. It takes someone special to 
pull this off. Her ability to leam  and han ­
dle pressure over the years and to trust 
her God-given talent are a huge part of 
her success.

"Athletes like this don't come along 
very frequently,” he added. "I knew this 
was her last meet. W hat a way to end a 
career."

Noseworthy tied for third overall with 
Linden’s Blake Hutchins, as both regis­
tered 36.575 points. Farquhar also made 
it into the top 10 by scoring 36.075 point 
to place seventh.

Allison and Sydney Schultz were 12th 
and 20th, respectively, in the all-around 
competition.

McCallum start

In Division 1 all-around, Northville 
senior captain Erin McCallum placed 
fourth all-around with a score of 36.15. 
Her best individual showing was a sec­
ond-place off the vault w ith a 9.4.

Northville’s two other senior cap­
tains — Maddie Dragon and Grace Jan ­
kowski — helped lead the team  all sea­
son through their hard work and leader­
ship. Juniors Maddy Lewis, Mackenzie 
Willson and Lora Haupt, sophomore 
Maria Scavnicky and freshm an Sarah 
Gallagher were other key contributors to 
the team ’s success.

“As a first-year head coach, I could 
not be more proud and honored to have 
been a part of such a memorable sea­
son," Clay said. “Although I am beyond 
thrilled about the second-place finish at 
the state  meet, the hard work, dedica­
tion and passion th a t this team  showed 
all season is som ething to be recog­
nized. These will be some of the  most 
cherished memories ”

Contact Marty Budner at mbudn -

er(S>hometownlife. com.

There wasn’t  m uch th a t separated 
the top three team s a t the gym nastics 
state  meet. In fact, it was mere ten ths of 
a point.

In the highly-competitive team  finals 
held March 9 in Rockford, Farmington 
United scored 144.75 points and 
emerged with its first state  cham pion­
ship in 12 years. Northville and the host 
Rams were right behind in second and 
third with respective scores of 144.55 
and 144.45 points.

Livonia Blue . (142.65), Brighton 
(142.575) and Plymouth (14L35) were 
the other schools th a t tallied a t least 141 
points.

It is the sixth gym nastics sta te  crown 
in the Farmington Public School history. 
Coach Jeff Dwyer's Tri-Farmington 
team  won three straight titles from 
2004-06. North Farmington, under 
coach Mary Johnassee, captured state 
titles in 1979 and 198L

“This year was so m uch harder, con­
sidering how close we were to  all the 
o ther team s competing,” Dwyer said. 
“All season long, we were only one- or 
tw o-tenths better. W hereas in our pre­
vious state cham pionship years, we 
were clearly the favorite. So there was a 
different kind of pressure.

“Back then, if we didn’t win, we 
would have choked because we were 
th a t good,” he added. “This year, it was 
crazy close. We were in a dog fight. We 
weren't the clear projected winner. We 
had to flat out fight for this win.”

Mustang* thrive

Marty Budner
hom etowniife.com  
USA TO D A Y  N ETW O R K

Like Farmington United, Northville 
also snapped a long gym nastics 
drought.

The M ustangs posted their highest 
finish since winning the state  title in 
2001 as a united team  with Novi under 
then-coach Lindsey Crews. Northville 
won the state title outright in 1998.

“I em phasized to the girls all season 
th a t they are not given anything, they 
m ust earn it," first-year Northville coach 
Victoria Clay said. “We knew th a t we 
had a group of talented athletes this 
season, however th a t did not stop them  
from preparing to be the best.

“We also em phasized again and 
,  again the im portance of practicing with 

consistency,” she added. “They knew 
they needed to put in work in the little 
details day in and day out to stand  out at 
the sta te  competition.”

This year's m eet came down to the 
last pressure-filled m om ents.

Farmington United ended on the u n ­
even bars and Northville ended on its 
best event — the vault. Although North­
ville won the vault, the M ustangs didn’t 
score enough points to overcome Far­
mington.

Razor-thin margin

As a team , Farmington United did not 
win any of the four disciplines. Howev­
er, Dwyer's squad showed the most con-

-  M IC H IG A N

Senior Elisa Bills returned from a knee injury to conclude her amazing prep 
gymnastics career as a tw o-tim e all-around state champion, k a t h y  b u r n s

sistency.
Farmington United was second in the 

vault (36.525), uneven bars (34.675) 
and the floor exercise (37.375) and 
placed fifth on the balance beam.

The state  cham pionship team  con­
sisted of seniors Elisa Bills, Kacey Nose­
worthy, Ava Farquhar, Emily Stecevic, 
Shelby Smith, sophomore Lily Tyler and 
the Schultz tw ins — Sydney and Allison.

“If I had to pick a group of athletes to 
give us a shot, I would pick these girls, 
as they were driven all season," Dwyer 
said. “I told them  before the m eet I 
would bet on them  to win it, because I 
liked w hat they bring to the table. They 
proved them selves many tim es this sea­
son.

“They learned to grind it out and they

learned m eets can be determ ined by 
tenths,” he added. “They learned not to 
get down when they had an off-day. You 
can tell them  th a t all day long, bu t to ac­
tually do it is another. I am so proud of 
these athletes."

Northville won both the vault (36.95) 
and uneven bars com petition (34.95) 
and was fourth on the balance beam  
(36.675). The M ustangs stum bled a bit 
in floor exercise, where they placed 
eighth (35.975).

“I can attribute preparation and team  
work to our high finish," Clay said. “We 
have prepared since day one of the sea ­
son physically and m entally to not only 
get to states, but to achieve high goals at 
states.

“The girls also came together as a

mailto:mbudn-er@hometoumlife.com
mailto:mbudn-er@hometoumlife.com


DON’T LET TAX DEBT 
DERAIL YOUR FINANI

G E T T Y  IMAGES

Use these tips to get back on track
S*an Pylas
NerdWallet

Tax season — and tax refunds — can be a financial lifeline for 
many Americans. But the season can pose challenges for those who 
owe money to the IRS.

More than 18 million Americans owed taxes in Septem ber 2014, 
according to the most recent data  from the  IRS. Meanwhile, an  esti­
mated 10 million face tax penalties each year, the IRS found.

I Act now: If you have a balance after crunching the numbers, 
make sure you still file. Ignoring your taxes will make the situation 
worse, says Michael Kay, a certified financial planner from New Jer­
sey.

“You'll need to pay the piper. There are no good alternatives,” Kay 
says. “The penalties for not filing can become criminal, so absolutely 
file, even if you don’t have the money.”

By not filing by the deadline, you could face a monthly penalty of 
5% of unpaid taxes, up to a maximum of 25% of your balance, m ak­
ing your tax debt a lot worse. You can request an  extension if you 
need more time to  file. But you should still pay as much of your esti­
m ated tax as possible by the April deadline to avoid interest and 
penalties. .

I Review paym ent op tions: If you can’t pay your taxes in full 
within 120 days, the IRS offers options to  help m anage your balance.

A long-term paym ent plan, also known as installm ent agree­
m ents, is best if you need more than  120 days to resolve your bal­
ance. Note th a t these paym ent plans can add penalties and interest 
to your debt and are only available if you owe less than  $50,000, 
including penalties and interest.

You can temporarily delay paym ent on a tax debt if you can prove 
paying the debt would prevent you from affording your basic living 
expenses. Eventually, the IRS will come knocking a t your door for 
paym ent, though, and the debt will accrue interest and penalties.

The “offer in compromise” plan can help you resolve the debt with 
the IRS for less than you originally owed. You'll have to prove paying 
the debt would cause financial hardship to qualify.

I Get help: Tax debt can be tricky. Kay advises consulting a certi­
fied public accountant or financial planner to ensure you're han ­
dling your tax situation in the best way possible.

“W hen it comes to tax prep and dealing with the IRS, you should 
absolutely work with a CPA from Day 1," Kay says. “As far as a fi­
nancial coach or planner, that might be helpful for them  to see what 
opportunities they have in term s of their cash flow. Sometimes it 
helps to lay it out and see the bigger picture.”

Add tax w rite-offs to your w edding vows

•B I  THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018 I O 4 E MEDIA ( n n n r )

Kelli* Ell
U SA TO D A Y

Last year the average wedding in the U.S. 
cost more th an  $35,000. The bill for coastal 
city couples was even higher. As wedding 
fees continue to  soar, twosom es are looking 
for creative ways to merge their fairy-tale day 
w ith financial realities. While married cou­
ples generally receive higher standardized 
deductions than  singles, some people are 
opting to deduct wedding expenses instead.

“Many o f the  costs you incur during a 
wedding are often a one-tim e thing,” says 
Steven Gill, associate professor in the 
Charles W. Lamden School o f Accountancy 
at San Diego S tate University. “You can do­
nate them  to the extent that you can find a 
place th a t will take them .”

“Any deduction you could get is a  good de­
duction,” says Shara Abrams, senior vice 
president o f operations a t Jackson Hewitt.

I The venue: The venue is often the  m ost 
expensive portion o f a wedding. The average 
venue cost more than  $16,000 in 2016. Fees 
paid to churches, historical locations and 
other non-profits are considered a charitable 
donation and can be deducted as a charitable 
contribution. Some churches won’t  charge 
m em bers for use of the facilities bu t accept 
donations instead, which are also tax de- 

, ductible, according to Abrams. This goes for 
any kind of eligible 501(c)(3) non-profit ven­
ue, including tem ples, parks and m useum s, 
and m ust be accom panied by a  receipt.

In som e cases, the m em bership fee itself 
can be deducted, Gill said.

I The dress: Both men and  women con­
sider their wedding attire a one-tim e shop­
ping expense. But while m ost m en rent a tux ­
edo, women spend thousands. “You can 
hang the dress up in your closet and try  it on 
at your 25-wedding anniversary,” Gills says. 
“Or, you can donate it.”

“Any deduction you could get is a good deduction.”

G E T T Y  II

Some organizations to consider are Brides 
Across America, which donates to military 
brides, and W ish Upon A Wedding, which 
takes used wedding dresses and gives them  
to underprivileged women. W hen you drop 
off the dress, get a receipt. The am ount de­
ductible is the  resell value, usually around 
50%, according to Abrams. Same goes for 
bridesm aid dresses or any other wedding ap­
parel th a t can be worn again.

■ Party favors and flowers: Instead of 
cluttering up the  love nest with items you no 
longer need, donate them  to charity. That in­
cludes flowers, party  favors, candles, deco­
rations and any other kind of trinkets from 
the event.

I  Food: Any leftover, unopened food from 
the wedding can be donated to a soup kitch­
en or church. And get a receipt. Typically, 
charities accept packaged food over catered 
food, as it is less likely to have been tam pered 
with. .

Shara Abram s
S e n io r vfce p re s id e n t of o p e ra tio n s  
at Ja c k so n  H e w itt
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Try gratitude journals, meal prep and forest bathing

■ Meredith Newman Delaware News Journal | U S A  TO D A Y  N ETW O R K

Let's be real: 2017 stressed a lot of people out.
Everything seemed to ratchet up from the 

day President Donald Trump took the oath on 
Jan. 20, and the stress kept right on tightening 
its tentacles through the  bitter, snowy weather 
th a t ended one year and began a new one.

A November report by the American Psycho­
logical Association found th a t alm ost 60 per­
cent o f Americans considered them selves to be 
living through the lowest point of U.S. history 
th a t they can remember, including people who 
lived through World War II, the Vietnam War 
and the  Sept. n  terrorist attacks.

And about tw o-thirds of people said the 
country 's future is a very or som ewhat signifi­
cant source of stress, more so than  money and 
work.

So how does one reduce their stress level in 
2018? While there are a lot of fads out there, ex­
perts recommend trying gratitude journals, 
meal prep and forest bathing.

Kris Bronson, a licensed psychologist in Wil­
mington, Delaware, who specializes in stress re­
duction, said people often face two different 
types of stress: acute and chronic.

Acute stress usually happens once — think: 
your car won’t s ta rt — and your body and mind 
have tim e to deal w ith and recover from the 
stressor. But w ith chronic stress, people face 
one stressor after another. This could be your 
car not starting, the  sudden illness of a child, a 
new job dum ped on your a t work, getting the 
bills for Christmas and, on top of it all, constant 
relationship issues.

Gratftuda Journal

In order to com bat chronic stress, which can 
m anifest in a  myriad ways muscle tension, fa­
tigue, and headaches, people need to find time 
for their body and mind to recover, Bronson 
said.

This could be different for everyone, she said. 
It could range from watching a football game 
w ith friends to taking a bubble bath.

W hen looking for additional ways to reduces 
stress, she advises looking to activities th a t help 
with the  basics: sleep, nutrition, and exercise.

"Those are tried-and-tm e and people don't

" ;v J g .

like to hear it," she laughed.
Bronson endorses creating a gratitude jour­

nal, which has become trendy in the past year. 
The idea is simple: For five to 10 minutes before 
going to bed (or anytim e during the day) write a 
list of w hat you were grateful for on a particular 
day.

It could be as small as a person helping you a t 
the gas station or as big as your child being h ap ­
py, Bronson said. She has recently recom m end­
ed this to her clients and has found it has made 
them  "enjoy life more." "It's very easy to be fo­
cused on stress and negativity over the past 
year and it’s easy to have th a t on our mind," she 
said. "This is the idea, though, of taking some 
time each day to notice, nam e, acknowledge 
and feel w hat you are grateful for."

Lat someone else meal prep

M aintaining a healthy diet is another key way 
to reducing stress, experts said. It's no secret 
th a t stress can lead to emotional eating, espe­
cially with foods th a t are high in fat and sugar.

But meal prep has become a popular way to 
avoid unhealthy eating

According to The Nutrition Source, a website 
run by Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health, meal planning can help w ith weight 
control, contribute to having a more nutritional­
ly balanced diet and reduce stress about making 
last-m inute decisions about w hat to eat.

The Square Meal, an  Oaklyn, New Jersey, 
cafe th a t serves local and minimally processed 
foods, has launched a lifestyle meal plan ser­
vice, which can provide up to a m onth of healthy 
meals.

Jackie Walther, who co-owns the cafe with 
her husband, Dan, said the couple has found 
people, especially those looking to lose weight, 
become stressed a t the idea of creating healthy 
meals to eat during the week. By having pre­
pared nutritious meals at hand, people are less 
likely to make bad food choices and can have 
more time to focus on other areas of their life, 
such as their health and fitness, she said.

The m enu caters to  m eat eaters and vegetar­
ians, as well as those on a Paleo diet, which is 
low in carbs and high in protein. The dishes in­

clude: Chili con cam e, turkey meatloaf, roasted 
squash pilaf and falafel patties. "It will give you 
the energy you need to get through the day," 
Walther said of the meals.

One meal costs $12, while seven meals cost 
$75 and ten  meals cost $100.

Embraca the alienee

Forest bathing, a Japanese practice in which 
one im merses them selves in nature, has b e­
come a common stress-relief activity, said Su­
san Buffalino, sanctuary director of the Ranco- 
cas Nature Center in W estampton, New Jersey.

Buffalino believes being outside and going on 
hikes can help reduce stress because it’s a m ul­
ti-sensory experience. W hen people go on 
hikes, they are surrounded by greenery and 
sounds they often don't come in contact with. 
They’re removed from the traffic and commo­
tion of city life, she said.

On W ednesday nights, the nature center 
holds its “Hump-Day After-Work Hikes” in 
which adults go on 90-m inute hikes th a t can 
span several miles. Buffalino said the nature 
center has experienced a high turnout from 
adults who are looking for some relief after 
work. The group hikes will resum e in March. "It 
helps break up the week," she said.

To Arden resident Joe del Tufo, hiking alm ost 
every Sunday has started  to feel like a  “m ini-va­
cation." He joined a group of Delawareans who 
go on weekly hikes, no m atter the w eather con­
ditions, throughout the state  and Philadelphia 
area.

Del Tufo said the m ost relaxing aspect o f hik­
ing isn 't necessarily the beautiful sites or exer­
cise. It’s th e  silence.

"There’s always this need to converse and en ­
terta in  and connect verbally," he said. "It's OK to 
be quiet for hours. That is very calming to me."

The hikes are one o f the few places where del 
Tufo doesn’t think about going to work on Mon­
day, upcoming assignm ents or the intricacies of 
running a small business. "It's hard to  be 
stressed and hiking at the sam e time," he said.

Contact Meredith Newman a t (302) 324-2386 
or a t mnewman@ delawareonline.com. Follow 
her on Twitter a t @ merenewman. •
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These campgrounds are hidden gems
U S A  TO D A Y

As spring approaches, popular campgrounds across the country are al­
ready selling out, with travelers making reservations months in advance. 
But some equally wonderful sites always seem to have room, say Jessie 
Johnson and Matt Schneider, authors of North Carolina Adventure Week­
ends (Menasha Ridge, $16.95). The spouses say they've found many parks 
that rarely see crowds. “They’re just not well-known. They’re kind of like a 
base camp for seeing some unique and beautiful outdoor spaces,” Schneid­
er says. “Once you’ve parked your car and set up your tent, you can do a lot 
of cool stuff.” The couple share some favorite finds with Larry Bleiberg for 
USA TODAY.

H o tm  C o w , Nantahala National 
Forest, N.C.

Located next to the Joyce Kilmer- 
Slickrock Wilderness and close to the 
Tennessee state line, this easily over­
looked campground offers great hiking 
and exploring. “It's near one of the 
largest old-growth forests in the South­
east. You have absolutely huge beech and 
poplar," Schneider says.
www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/ 
recarea/?recid=48924

Mount Tlmpoonoka Campground, 
Uinta-Wasatch-Cacha National 
Forest, Utah

Johnson says they first found this 
campground during a wilderness hike 
through the American Fork Canyon area 
and were astonished that it was accessi­
ble by a seasonally open road. “If you 
want to do car camping that feels like a 
backcountry experience, it's an  awesome 
place to go,” Johnson says, www.fs.us- 
da.gov/recareaAiwcnf/ 
recarea/?recid=9906

Lolo Crook, Loio National Forest, 
Mont.

With easy access to fishing, this is a 
prototypical M ontana campground, 
Schneider says. It’s located near the Lew­
is and Clark/Nez Perce National Historic 
Trail, as well as a commercial hot springs 
resort. "You can camp by a  creek that just 
about runs through your campsite. The

sun sets over it, and the water spirals, and 
there’s trout. It’s M ontana through and 
through.” www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/lolo/ 
recarea/?recid=10268

McDowoll Mountain Regional Park, 
Arizona

Located just outside Phoenix, this park 
isn’t  hidden, but few people realize it of­
fers camping in a gorgeous Sonoran Des­
ert setting. "You can ride your bike on 
miles and miles of bike trails, surround by 
cacti galore,” Johnson says. "It offers 360- 
degree views. You can watch the sunset 
out of one end of your tent, and in the 
morning you can unzip the other side and 
watch the sunrise.”
maricopacountyparks.net/mcdoweH- 
mountain-regional-park-mm

Craters of the Moon National 
Monument and Preserve, Idaho

This volcano-scarred landscape feels 
like something from outer space. “It’s a 
totally weird place, but there’s so much 
beauty. There are huge lava formations 
and lava caves that have snow well into 
the warm seasons,” Schneider says. 
nps.gov/crmo

Dockery Lake and Lake Winfield 
Scott, Chattahoochee National 
Forest, Ga.

Although these campgrounds in the 
Blood Mountain Wilderness are within 
hiking distance of the Appalachian Trail,

tp fc m  Knob Campground, Monongaheia National Forest, W.Va.

While there’s no shortage of camping spots in the Mountain State, Johnson 
Is a fan of this site near the  Cranberry and Dolly Sods wilderness areas. It’s 
located just below Spruce Knob, the highest point in West Virginia, yet rarely 
visited. "We went there in August, and there was a period when we were the 
only people. It's this hidden little campground. There's no one on top of you.” 
www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mnf/recarea/7recid~7005

Spruce Knob Campground is sparsefy visited, p h o t o s  b y  j e s s i e  j o h n s o n  a n d  m a t t

SCH NEIDER

they’re surprisingly quiet and remote. 
“There are awesome hiking opportunities 
from either campground, but there’s al­
most no one there ever. I don’t  know why,” 
Schneider says. wildemess.net/NWPS/
wildView?WID=62

i
Montana da Oro State Park, Calif.

Although not large, this park has a 
prime location on the Pacific Coast, near 
the San Luis Obispo wine country. “There 
are views out to the Pacific. There are 
awesome rock beaches. There’s horse­
back riding, mountain biking and pockets 
of forest,” Schneider says. 
www.pa rks. ca.gov/?page_id=592

Joufias campground, Mclnnis 
Canyons National Conservation 
Area, Colo.

This free Bureau of Land Management 
campsite sits on the edge of the 123,430-

acre Mclnnis Canyons National Conser­
vation Area, and is just off Interstate 70 in 
far-western Colorado near the Utah line. 
“It looks like you're heading off into Mad 
Max territory,” Schneider says. “There are 
huge sandstone formations and petro- 
glyphs, and it’s totally free.” blm.gov/ 
sites/blm .gov/files/documents/files/ 
CO_McInnisCanyons_NCA.pdf

Pickett CCC Memorial State Park, 
Tenn.

The campground lies near one of the 
couple’s favorite spots: the often-
overlooked Big South Fork National 
River and Recreation Area. “I f  s huge, and 
every time we go there, we think: Where 
are all the people? Why is no one here?” 
Johnson says. Those who make the trip 
find cliffs and sandstone arches, which 
can be explored by foot, by mountain bike 
or on horseback.
tnstateparks.com/parks/about/pickett

Try a home exchange for your next vacay
.  i i

You might maka soma lifalong friands in tha process, g e t t y  i m a g e s / i s t o c k p h o t o

Home-swapping websites 
can remove the guesswork
Christophar Elliott
Special to USA TO D A Y

Home exchanges may be the oldest 
trend in lodging. Older, even, than  the 
m odem  hotel. They’re also the new est 
thing, to hear some travelers talk about
it.

Paula Eldridge is am ong them . She 
and her husband, Tom, are retirees on a 
limited budget, so they can’t always af­
ford the thousands of dollars a week it 
would cost for a hotel or a  home rental. 
So they decided to swap their hom e in 
Rockport, Mass., for accom m odations 
a t their desired destination a few years 
ago, and they never looked back.

“We stay in our exchange family’s 
home and drive their car w ith no ex­
change of money, so a three-w eek vaca­
tion can be accomplished at a very rea­
sonable cost,” says Eldridge, a former 
high school biology teacher. “The only 
large expense is the airfare.”

The Eldridges have traveled all over 
the  map, including a restored vicarage 
in Devon, England, a vacation home 
in the  Swiss Alps, and a three-story  
tow nhouse in Amsterdam. Accommo­
dations like that would have cost tens 
of thousands of dollars, bu t their price 
was zero.

Home exchanges — or HEx, as the ex­
,  change com m unity som etimes calls it — 

may be an  ancient thing (think about it 
— where did people stay before hotels?) 
but hom e swapping has picked up a few 
21st-century tricks. And it might be 
som ething w orth considering for your 
upcom ing sum m er vacation.

Much of the  recent growth in the 
hom e exchange sector is coming from 
people th a t Ben Wosskow, the m anag­
ing director o f Love Home Swap 
(LoveHomeSwap.com), a home ex­
change service, calls “pluralists.” 
They’re travelers who consider hotels, 
hom e rentals or exchanges, depending 
on the kind o f trip.

“This blended way of traveling will 
become cm ever-increasing trend within 
the travel space around the  world over

jl i

Unlike hotels or vacation 
rentals, home exchanges are 
often deeply personal 
affairs.

the next 12 m onths,” he predicts.
Sites like Wosskow’s do m uch more 

than  facilitate a simple swap. They offer 
several options for exchanges, including 
a points system  th a t allows you to use 
credits anyw here in the network. Love 
Home Swap also helps you screen other 
potential home exchangers and hosts 
an  active com m unity of other hom e- 
swappers. An annual m em bership 
starts  at $240.

y

Another popular swapping site, 
HomeExchange.com, works in a similar 
way. Its $150 annual m em bership even 
includes a guarantee th a t if you don’t do 
an  exchange in your first year, you get a 
second year free. And you have to love 
the nam e of its custom er-service 
departm ent — "happiness support.” 
Couldn't we all use a little bit more of 
that?

Jim  Pickell, the former president of 
HomeExchange.com, is a poster boy for 
the hom e-sw apping community. He’s 
personally traded hom es more than  20 
tim es, and his daughter, Madison, was 
even bom  in a home exchange.

For him, a home exchange is about 
more th an  accommodations; you also 
join a com m unity that allows you to 
make new friends and discover places

i  I

you wouldn’t ordinarily visit. Yes, 
there’s the appeal of a “free” stay, but it’s 
also an adventure. That’s som ething no 
resort can offer.

The decision to trade your home with 
som eone else comes down to one thing:
How much money you can save. For 
Jennifer Bocchi, a dental hygienist from 
Reno, swapping her Lake Tahoe vaca­
tion hom e and her car with a family 
from Chicago through Love Home Swap 
saved her more than  $8,000.

“We did not have to pay a nightly rate 
for a hotel, or rent a car, and we had a full 
kitchen to be able to cook more and not 
have to eat out all the time,” she says.
“The people who stayed in our place in 
Tahoe were thrilled with our place as 
well, and we have already said we would 
both swap again with one another.”

That’s the thing about home ex­
changes. Unlike hotels or vacation ren t­
als, they’re often deeply personal af­
fairs. I’ve spoken with m any travelers 
who don't use any platform at all, rely­
ing on Craigslist and their due diligence 
to find the  best exchange partners.

And why wouldn't you research the 
heck out of it? After all, there 's a strang­
er staying in your home. And maybe 
even driving your car. As Eldridge, the 
frequent swapper, warns, “It’s not for 
everyone.”

Three questions you should ask be­
fore you swap your home:

L Is your hom e w orth  exchanging?
It’s easy to swap a house or apartm ent in 
a desirable location like Lake Tahoe or 
Rockport, but you may find it a bit more 
challenging if you live in an anonymous 
small town or city.

2. Do you w an t som eone else s tay ­
ing in  your house?  They will be using 
your bed, linens, everything. Are you 
comfortable with that?

3. Have you done your due dili­
gence? If you’re on a platform like Love 
Home Swap or HomeExchange.com, 
you can leave som e of the vetting to the 
company. But if you’re on Craigslist or 
getting a referral from a friend, you’ll 
need to take a harder look at the ex­
change request.

Christopher Elliott is a consumer a d ­
vocate. Contact him  at chris(S>elliott.org 
or visit elliott.org.

I  I  I

http://www.fsMsdcLgw/recarea/nfsnc/
http://www.fs.us-dcLgov/recareoAiwcnf/
http://www.fs.us-dcLgov/recareoAiwcnf/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recareaAolo/
http://www.fs.u8da.gov/recarea/mnf/recarea/?recid=7005
http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=592
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How you can protect yourself from elder fraud

Senior citizens write their wills at a center that offers free legal aid in Beijing.
H A N N A H  GARDNER

The Justice D epartm ent and law en­
forcem ent partners recently announced 
the largest coordinated sweep of elder 
fraud cases in history. The cases in­
volved more than  250 defendants from 
around the  globe who victimized more 
than  a million Americans, m ost of 
whom were elderly, according to a 
release.

According to the Justice Depart­
m ent, there were a variety of fraud 
schemes ranging from m ass mailing, 
telem arketing and investm ent frauds to 
individual incidences of identity theft 
and theft by guardians. Many cases also 
involved transnational 
criminal organizations 
th a t defrauded hundreds 
of thousands of elderly 
victims, while others in­
volved a single relative or 
fiduciary who took ad ­
vantage of an individual 
victim, the Justice De­
partm ent noted.

So how might you protect yourself 
and your loved ones from falling victim 
to elder fraud? .

You too could become a victim. Ac­
cording to  recent research, there is no 
single reliable predictor of fraud victim ­
ization. “More financially literate and 
educated adults are not necessarily im­
mune to financial fraud,” wrote the au ­
thors of “Exploring the Risks and Con­
sequences of Elder Fraud Victimization: 
Evidence from the Health and Retire­
m ent Study.”

Talk with family members

Adults should engage family m em ­
bers in a conversation about financial 
goals/retirem ent objectives early in the 
life course — while they are their late 
60s and early 70s — before there are 
changes in processing and decision­
making, says Marti DeLiema, a postdoc­
toral scholar at the Stanford Center on 
Longevity in the Financial Security Di­

vision and co-author of the research p a­
per.

“Adult children should be familiar 
and comfortable with their paren ts’ fi­
nancial goals so th a t they are prepared 
to take over if the older people cannot 
make financial decisions independent­
ly,” she says.

Name joint agents

Instead of giving one person power of 
attorney, DeLiema says older adults

should consider naming joint agents. 
“Both agents m ust agree on financial ac­
tions which makes exploitation more 
difficult,” she says.

Leave your money in your 401(k)

Even after retiring, DeLiema says 
older adults should keep their money in­
vested in their former employer’s 401(k) 
or 403(b) plan. For one, it reduces li­
quidity; there’s less money for scam ­
mers to get their hands on. Plus, she

says, “it is a great option because large 
employers generally operate these 
funds on a cost basis rather than  a  for- 
profit basis which keeps fees low* ,

Opt out of c rad it card solicitations

DeLiema also recommends opting 
out of credit card solicitation marketing 
lists run by the major credit reporting 
bureaus. You can do this by calling 1­
888-567-8688 or by visiting 
www.optoutprescreen.com. You can 
also remove nam es and addresses from 
mailing lists at
h ttp : //www. dmachoice.org.

Chock the security features 
on your financial accounts

Always activate security features on 
your financial accounts. This m eans, 
says DeLiema, selecting to receive fraud 
alerts and using tw o-step au thentica­
tion to access the accounts online.

File a complaint

Elder fraud complaints may be filed 
with the Federal Trade Commission a t 
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov or a t 1­
877-382-4357.

General fraud-safety tips

■ Never send money in advance to 
claim a sweepstakes, prize or lottery 
winnings.

I Hang up if you don’t recognize the 
caller.

I Keep track of when you last paid to 
renew a m em bership or m ade a dona­
tion. Don’t be fooled into thinking it's 
time to donate or renew again.

I Leam to spot a counterfeit check.
I Throw away promotional mail.
I Don't “confirm” or “verify* personal 

information w ith callers.
I Don’t send or wire money to people 

you have never m et in person.
Robert Powell contributes regularly to 

USA TODAY, TheStreet, and The Wall 
Street Journal. Got questions about 
money? Email Bob a t rpowell<g>all- 
thingsretirement.com.

Marti
DeLiema

REVIEW

orsche 911GT3:
Drive it like you stole it

The GT3, the wonderfully unruly cousin of the 911, can go zero to 60 in a neck-snapping 3.2 seconds. Po r s c h e

Beaut will remind you why 
you fell in love with cars
Marco della Cava
USA  TO D A Y

NICASIO, Calif. — Were it not for a 
■ wife, kids and moral compass, this re­

view might have been written from some 
badlands hideout south of the border, my 
trusty 2018 Porsche 911 GT3 doubling as 
both escape vehicle and cramped hotel 
room.

Instead, I dutifully banded back the 
crest-emblazoned keys and resigned my­
self to a life devoid of wicked accelera­
tion, metallic aural symphonies and the 
jacked feeling that you’re driving the bad- 
dest car on the road.

You’ve no doubt heard of the iconic 
Porsche 911, a two-door sports car bom  in 
1964 that, shrugging off five decades of 
design evolution, basically looks the 
same now as it did in 1964.

Those Germans are either stubborn or 
know a good thing when they see one.

Likely both.
These days, the 911 — a car that in late 

‘70s Turbo guise routinely threatened to 
kill its drivers thanks to a lively and 
heavy rear end — has been tamed. It’s 
now a stately grand touring machine 
that, for around $100,000, will do 100 
mph all day long while soothing you with 
classical music, plush seats and adaptive 
suspension.

And then there’s the 911GT3, its won­
derfully unruly cousin. This iteration of 
Porsche’s legend am ounts to a racing car 
with a hall pass to terrorize the streets of 
Anytown USA, capable of hitting 60 mph 
in a neck-snapping 3.2 seconds and 
boasting a top speed of 197 mph.

Back after a three-year hiatus and a bit 
of controversy when the 2014 version 
suffered engine recall issues, the new 
GT3 is priced at around $50,000 more 
than a standard 911 and offers more pow­
er and perks than its predecessor.

It certainly looks the menacing part 
with its lowered ride height (scraping the 
front spoiler is almost guaranteed with­
out the optional front axle lift system at

$2,590) and airplane-worthy wing (larg­
er and taller than last year’s model so as 
to generate more downforce).

But better yet, the GT3 sounds every 
bit like you made the wrong turn off the 
Mulsanne Straight at Le Mans and some­
how wound up in the drive-through at 
Starbucks. Its flat-six cylinder naturally- 
aspirated engine (look Ma, no turbos!) 
generates 500 horses that run free up to a 
staggering 9,000-rpim tachom eter red- 
line.

Needless to say, a car as potent as the 
GT3 skirts a fine line between being fun 
and downright dangerous.

In a few days of hard driving on wind­
ing and often wet roads in bucolic west 
Marin County just north of San Francis­
co, our nicely if modestly equipped 
$147,910 Carrara (no carbon ceramic 
brakes for $9,210, no carbon full bucket 
seats at $5,200) did its best to showcase 
what a half-century of refining one prod­
uct can produce.

The car also scared the wits out of us 
on a few blind hairpin turns slick with 
dam p leaves. Without proper heat in the

1

2018 Porsche 911 GT3
What: The German automaker's race- 
ready variant of its timeless 911 coupe

When: Available now, but in short sup­
ply at dealerships

Where: Made in Germany

What makes it go: A 4-liter flat-six 
cylinder making 500 hp, 25 hp more 
than last model

How thirsty: 15 mpg city, 20 mpg high­
way .

How big: 15 feet long

How much: Starts at $143,600, plus 
destination and delivery of $1,050 and 
gas-guzzler tax of $1,000. Price as test­
ed of $147,910, which includes heated 
front seats ($700) and auto-dimming 
mirrors ($700). Porsche says most folks 
load up on options such as carbon 
brakes and seats that can add as much 
as $20,000 to the final tally.

Overall: A collectible 911 for the ages 
(but get the stick). .

Michelin rubber, the grip wasn’t  ideal, 
and the track-tuned suspension wasn’t 
happy with potholes. But the end result 
was a James Bond-like thrill ride that left 
one both shaken and profoundly stirred.

In fact, with a modicum of driving skill 
and common sense, an automobile like 
the 911 GT3 reminds you why you fell in 
love with cars and driving in the first 
place. It offers an undeniable and overpo­
wering sense of presence and dem ands 
that attention be paid.

The GT3 is not for everyone. If you tru ­
ly want to hear music or a companion’s 
voice, opt out. Ditto if you’re not keen to 
cross every driveway at a 45-degree an ­
gle for fear of scraping delicate carbon fi­
ber parts.

The standard Porsche 9H is, some­
what comically, a family car, as it can fit 
small children in the back seats. Not so 
with the GT3, which doesn’t offer rear 
seating. .

Nor is the GT3 a daily driver, as it’s just 
too unruly to be a bragging rights steed 
you'd pop over to the office in. It is, how­
ever, a car for a daily pick-me-up, one 
that delivers a truly special thrill in an in­
creasingly commoditized transportation 
world.

http://www.optoutprescreen.com
http://www.dmachoice.org
http://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov
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SAVE ON HOME SECURITY

MONITORING

UP TO$1,000 OFFA KOI II11!
i uxsto k ' i s i i o w i i :

• Full wall panels made from LuxStone™, 
an exceptionally durable and attractive 
material that requires minimal maintenance

•

• Decorative accent wall options that can 
provide a visual impact and help you 
achieve the perfect aesthetic appearance 
for your bathroom

• In-wall storage options, including moveable 
shelves and hooks that maximize your 
shower space and enable you to easily 
organize your bathing accessories

NEW BATH
T O D A Y

313 . 483.7839
1  united time otter Valid untN March 31.2018. at participating dealers only. Not available m AK. HI. or Nassau County, NY; Suffolk County, NY; Westchester County. 
NY; and Buffalo County. NY. Also may not be available in other areas Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer Savings Is off of KOHLER* LuxStone

Shower purchase and Installation

nom e a e c u m y
■ 24/7 monitoring provides 

peace of mind
■ Yard sign and window decals 

help deter crime
■ Instant connection to fire and 

emergency response
■ May qualify for a homeowners 

insurance discount
UMfTED-TIME OFFER—  CALL TODAY!

1- 313- 324-6794

9  HOME SECURITY SYSTEM
At no cost to  you for parts and 

activation— only a $99 Installation 
Charge and the purchase o f alarm 
m onitoring services. Termination fee 
applies. New customers only. See offer 
details below. $850 VALUE!

3 15 PRE W IRED DOOR 
OR WINDOW SENSORS

— enough to  help p ro tect virtually 
every entrance to  your home.
$645 VALUE!

$100 VISA* 
GIFT CARD from 

Protect Your Home!

Ask about sama-day installation!
O ffer Expires March 31, 2018

Prelect G 2 3 3  D IG ITA I

WIRELESS 
REMOTE 
CONTROL 
with panic button. 
$129 VALUE!

Prwnw PfDMdar
w w w .protection4yourhom e.com

a N a a a a a n a a a a s n n ia i

DIGITAL 
CAMERA
W hen you upgrade 
to  ACT Pulse*
+  Video 
$229 VALUE!

See all offer details below.
GIFT CARO; SI 00 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Prated Your Home through third-party provider. Mpef upon installation of a security system Shipping and 
Handkng Fee applies. SENSORS: Up to IS sensors free tor pre-wired homes or up to 7 wireless sensors free. No substitutions allowed. Labor charges 
may apply BASIC SYSTEM; $99 Parts and Install 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27 99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring 
Agreement required at $27 99 per month ($671 76) tor California Offer applies to homeowners only. Bask system requires landbne phone. Offer valid 
for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on puchases from ADT LLC Cannot be combined with any other offer The $27.99 
Offer does not indude Quality Service Plan (QSP), API's Extended Limited Warranty ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services ("ADT Pulse*).
vdikh help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the 
burglary service and a compatible computer, cel phone or PDA with Internet
or maintenance of any household equpmeut/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment A l ADT 
die various levels of ADT Pulse Al ADT Pulse services may not be available m al geooaphic areas. Ybu may be 
pwhase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire ADT PULSE VIDEO; ADT Pulse video

andfor activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored 
email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation 

Pulse services are not avadaofe with 
required to pay additional charges to 
installation starts at $399 36-month

required from ADT Pvise Video: $58 99 per month. ($2,123.64). including Quality Service Plan (QSP) GENERAL For all offers the 
n of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your diedung or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination 
applies, local permrt fees may be required Certain restrictions may apply. Addttonai monitoring fees requved for some services. For etampie Burglary

form of

Fire Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitonng requires purchase andtor activation of an ADT security system with monitored 
Cation Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased tor an additional charge, 

r n  areas that reicharges may apply i require guard response service ft* municipal alarm verification. (Vices subject to change. Prices may vwy by marfret. Some

Y-City of
225-960-6301, ME LM50017382, MD 107-1626, H4A-1355C Ml 3601205773. MN-TS01807. MS-15007958. MT-247. NV-68S18. NMkadar Alarm 
Business Ik. 4348F00021800, NM 353366, NY-licensed by the N.Y.S Dept of State UID#12000317691, *12000286451. NC 1622-CSA. OH 53891446. 
OK-1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Reastrabon Number PA022999. R1-3582, TN 1520. TX 813734, ACR 3492.

ES-2382. VA-115120, WA-602588694/PROTEYH934RS. VW042433 3750 Priority Way South Dr Incfran îofrs. IN 46240UT-64225966501, VT-ES-2:
©2017 DEFENOERS. me dba Protect Yena Home DF-GT-MI-O-02799

One-Month-Onl

This is a F lash Sale, and th a t  m e a n s  it  w o n ' t  las t! You o n ly  have 31 days to  g e t  th is  d is c o u n t !  

The re  are l im i te d  a p p o in tm e n ts  ava ilab le , and  you  m u s t  b o o k  y o u rs  b e fo re  M arch 31st...

cJNaMl. EeenesciG] Doaso
BUY ONE WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR, 
GET ONE WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR

40% OFF
PLUS

$100 OFF
EVERY WINDOW AND PATIO DOOR1

No minimum purchase required.

PLUS NO NONO for 1 year
Money Down Payments Interest

Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full for 12 months. Minimum purchase of four. . •

Sa !3 £ ™  ^ 3 ^ 1  Call for your FREE Window
& Patio Door Diagnosis 734-224-5100hyAndersea

W IN D O W  N tF L A C C M B N T  an AndenmCompuiy

The Better Way to a Better Window'
'DETAJLS OF OFFER; O ff* expires 4/7/2018. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window orpa8odoor,getthenext40%offandpay nothing down with 12 months no peyments. no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio 
doors between 3/1/2018 & 4/7/2018 Discounted units are of equal or lesser value Subject to credt approval Addtoonal $100 off each window and patio door when you set your appointment by 3/31/2018 and purchase by 4/7/2018. no minimum purchase required 
and taken after InfltaJ flscouift). Interest Is bied during the promotional period but all Interest is waived If the purchase amount Is paid before the expiration of the promotional period Financing for GreenSky* consumer loan programs Is provided by federally Insured, 
federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age. race, color, religion, national origin, gander or famlNal status Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at Hst price Available only at participating locations See your local Renewal 
by Andersen location for details License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are Independently owned and operated 'Renewal by Andersen* and aN other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2018 
Andersen Corporation. AH rights reserved © 2018 Lead Surge LLC. AH rights reserved

http://www.protection4yourhome.com
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Alex Sergio (front left) and Jim  Calkin (front right) react to a last-second shot during the opening round of the NCAA Division I men's basketball tournament, ed

WRIGHT

March Madness a slam dunk for fans, sports bars
Ed Wright
hom etownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Less than  two hours into the 2018 NCAA Division I 
m en’s basketball tournam ent — better known as 
March M adness to the hoops-loving m asses — a seis­
mic roar of approval shook the Buffalo Wild Wings 
sports bar in Canton early March 15.

The catalyst was not a buzzer-beating basket by a 
player wearing maize and blue or green and white, 
rather a dagger-like 3-point overtime shot by a sm all­
ish point guard donning the baby-blue threads of 
Rhode Island — yes, Rhode Island.

“That’s the beauty o f March M adness,” Canton resi­
dent Alex Sergio said, gesturing toward the  throng of 
adrenaline-fueled patrons seated around him. “Just 
about everybody fills out a bracket, so every game 
m eans som ething, even if the local team s aren’t play­
ing.

“I love the atm osphere. It’s a lot like going to church, 
in th a t you’re sitting in a room full of people, m ost of 

, whom  you don’t know, and you’re all there for the sam e 
purpose. If som eone a t the table next to you yells for 

’ Rhode Island, you’re, like, ‘Yeah, Rhode Island!’"
; According to bleacherreport.com , an  estim ated 70 
million brackets were filled out prior to last year's tour­
nam ent.

And while Sergio doesn’t  place any money on his 
brackets, m any people do.

Darren Rovell, a sports business analyst for ESPN, 
reported that approximately $10.4 billion was wagered 
on last year’s tournam ent — alm ost identical to the net 
profit for Ford Motor Co. in 2016.

"The culture o f college basketball has a special ap ­
peal, especially w hen it gets to the tournam ent,” Buffa­
lo Wild Wings general m anager Scott Fysh said. “No. 1 
is people love to follow their bracket, but it also seems 
like a lot of gam es come down to the wire, which cre­
ates excitement. There are usually a couple Cinderella 
stories, too, and it's som ething people like to watch in 
large groups.”

Fysh estim ated th a t day his restaurant would do 
double the business for a typical Thursday.

“A couple m inutes ago, I was behind the bar doing 
dishes and there was a huge roar; people were going 
crazy because a team  m ade a basket to make the score 
55-50,” he said. "The closer to the end of the games, 
the  more intense it gets in here."

W hen it com es to Cinderella stories, Canton resi­
dent Sarah M esser is putting her faith in an  underdog 
th a t would require an extra-large glass slipper.

“I filled out two brackets,” she said. “On my ‘real’ 
bracket, I have Villanova going all the way. In my other 
bracket, I have my alma mater, Lipscomb University, 
w inning it all. They never m ade the tournam ent before 
and they're playing North Carolina in the first round, 
bu t you never know.”

Canton resident Steve Kays adm itted he only fills 
out one bracket each year. In 2007, he successfully 
picked all of the  Final Four team s and the eventual 
winner.

O ther than  opening day for the Detroit Tigers, the 
first Thursday and Friday of the NCAA tournam ent 
rank among the  top days th a t employees give their 
bosses, um, unique excuses for missing work, accord­
ing to dish.com. Among the most creative: “I missed 
my carpool ride” and “I have to take my dog to the vet.”

A staggering $1.3 billion is lost hourly by corpora­
tions during the first two days of March M adness due 
to the tim e employees spend filling out brackets and 
tim e spent away from work, CNBC.com reported.

“I heard on the radio earlier this week that the 
W ednesday before the tournam ent is the No. 1 day of 
the year m en schedule vasectomies, so th a t they can 
get a doctor’s note to miss work on Thursday and Fri­
day,” Fysh said with a chuckle.

It’s not the potential m onetary winnings th a t draw 
local pastor Drex Morton to the annual hardwood dra­
ma.

“The aspect of March M adness I like best,” Morton

SURPRISE, AZ - Patri­
cia Ann Ruggles, age 
86 o f Surprise, Arizona 
and formerly o f Howell, 
passed away on March 14,
2018. Pat was born April 
14,1931 to the late Delor 
John and the late Mary 
“May” (N au) Markel.
She married Elmore R.
Ruggles on September 30,
1950. He preceded her in 
death on May 30,1983. Pat worked at the Byron 
Road Medical Clinic in Howell for nearly 30 years 
before retiring to Arizona. While in Arizona she 
continued her career along with becoming a world 
traveler. Pat’s adventurous spirit led her to more 
than a dozen countries. Among her adventures 
she para-sailed and took up roller blading at the 
age o f 70. She is survived by her sister, Delores 
Pudduck o f White Lake Township; her children, 
Sharon Ruggles (Dennis Moffitt), Carol (Chuck) 
Caverly, Robert Ruggles and Rick Ruggles (former 
spouse, Jaci Ruggles). Grandchildren, Roy (Jessica) 
Caverly, Ryan (Saima) Caverly, Conor (Shelby) 
Ruggles and Alaina Bishop; great grandchildren, 
Kylie Caverly, Landon Caverly and Avaya Caverly. 
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in 
death by a son, Roy Duane Ruggles on May 25, 
1972. Services are being held privately by her 
family. Please sign the family’s online guestbook 
at www.macdonaldsfuneralhome.com

MacDonald * Funeral H o q ic  

____________________>_________V__________________________

Staff members 
of the
Canton-based 
Buffalo Wild 
Wings 
restaurant 
pose for a 
“team” photo 
during a quick 
break during 
their hectic 
shift March 15.
ED WRIGHT

said, “is th a t it gets my m ind off the  rigors of Lent.”

Contact Ed Wright a t eawrightf&hometown- 
life.com.

-  - Age 78, passed away 
March 17, 2018. He was 
born May 18, 1939 in 
Sandusky, Ohio, son o f  
the late Charles and Jan­
ice Reichenbach. He is 
survived by his beloved 
wife, Virginia (Hart)
Reichenbach; his chil­
dren: H eidi (D avid)
Finley, Molly (Douglas)
Covert, Suzette (James)
Morgan, Phillip (Sonja) Beaudoin, Craig (Lisa) 
Beaudoin, Teri (Oskar) Holzinger, Cynthia (Den­
nis) Inman, Noreen (Steven) Schneider, Kathleen 
Stuby, and Susan Rynkiewicz. Richard is also sur­
vived by his grandchildren: Anna, Erik, Giovanna, 
Francesca, Steven, Caitlyn, Mark, Nate, Allison, 
Alex, Megan, Andrew, Alex, Nathan, Ellie, Claire, 
Charlotte, Evie and one great-grandchild Cael. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; his former 
spouse, Rosalyn Beaudoin; and his brother, Dean. 
Visitation will be held on Wednesday, March 21, 
from 4:00PM-9:00PM with Scripture prayers at 
7:00PM at PHILLIPS FUNERAL HOME, 122 
W. Lake St., South Lyon. A funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Thursday, March 22 at 11:00AM 
instate 10:30AM at St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
830 S. Lafayette, South Lyon. Richard will be laid 
to rest in South Lyon Cemetery. Memorial dona­
tions may be made to Active Faith Community 
Services or American Cancer Society, www.phil 
lipsfuneral.com

R  VHAL HOME VXD
rantvno* t r irw  #*.

Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mid«athnotkes.com/placa.php

Patricia Ann Ruggles
Richard J. Reichenbach

http://www.macdonaldsfuneralhome.com
http://www.phU
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Brighton
HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH A SCHOOL
IWIDthlrtC-Wt

it ttw comer of Wlnens Lake & Musch Rd. 
810-231-sin 

ft John hocus. Pastor 
Weekend Utopias Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday MO & 110O a.m 
Ram m  our Shroud of HKn Otapt̂ r ml Book & Sit Shop

Northville South Lyon
P r e s b y t e r i a n  ( J f l

www.fpcnorthvlll6.org 
200 E. MAIN ST. AT HUTTON 

Worship, 9:30 am.
Sunday School for all ages, 10:45 am. 

13 248-349-0911

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATOOUC CHURCH

133 Orchard Dr., Northville 
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 500 pm. 

Sunday. 7:30.9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. £ 
Church 340-2621, School 349-3610 *

RaHohma Education 349-2559 |
Rev. Denis Theroux, Pastor g

BIBLE BELIEVERS CHURCH
Gathering in Jesus Name

5290910 Mile Rd • South Lyon. Ml 48178 
3 Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Mika Ragan. Pastor
734-347-1983 pastor cell 

Ok/ fashioned preaching kjv

4sfirst united
methodlst church 
south lyon, mi

640 S. Lafayette 
(248)437-0760

Worship: 8:15am, 1<M6em, 6 1180am 
Sunday School: 930am 

Rev. May Mclnoes, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Kenny Waikup, Assoc. Pastor 

southtyonHrstumc.org

| C hurch  of the H oly Spirit |
3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11 AM

1246667-5364 I HolySplr1tHlghland.com I 

| The Holy Spirit is Here - Com e Home | 

AN are Welcomel

'V rrtA  r 

( f l l t P f /  7

' -

(248)349-1144
777 West 8 MMe Road 
(8 Mile and Taft Road) 
NorttnMe, Michigan

WorsrtprimSepHntor May91541100am * 
Memorial Day-Uta Day 1000 am. 5
Re* Make At Mtoofley. Lead Paster |

wwwfumcncrthvdeorg

HfTHODIST CHUftCH 
MOOT H VII If

OvSntourApestefc Lutheran Church
54899 8 Mle Rd at Cirrie Rd Northewlle. Ml 48167 

248-374-2268 
Sunday WoraMp:

Sunday School at 9-45 
10-JO am Feilowship/Coffee 
1100 am Worship Service 

Wednesday Bade Study at 7 pm 
Pastor Andy Whitten 
ouruvlouralc.com

CROSSROADS 
COMMUNfTY CHURCH

28900 Pontiac TraN •  South Lyon

 s.net
Service Time*

8:45am, 1040am 811:30am 
Renewed Hope Counseling Center

248-560-7507 
rhopecc.net

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
VtSITORS WELCOME!

133 Detroit St, Milford • 246-717-3564 
Pastor Steve Swayre 

• SuaWSdtrtWapdMOim* &nh»6ide ilim. 
Wednesdays, 600-7:30 pm 

Anana, 3 yts ok) liu 88i gade (Sept-Much

_ _ _ _ _
Milford United 

Methodist Church
1200 Atlantic St. Milford. 246-684-2798 

Sunday Worship 10 am 
3rd Saturday Each Month.

5 pm W orship w /Band 
w w w .in llf o r d u in c .n e t

OAKPOINTE | milford
CHURCH 

1250 South Hill Rd. • 
(248)685-3560 .

www.opcmMord.org 
Contemporary Worship Service: I 

8:30,10:15, and 11:45.
__________________ a

MILFORD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Bryant Anderson 
238 N. Mam Sheet MHtord Mi (248) 684-2805 

wvrvuvtksdpcorg j
Sunday torah* 1900 sm.

Suday School age )  a n  86 pads 6 I I  amsl 
WuaiWee1*am-firadma-12 |

A heritage of ana worship unca 1836

The Church of Christ
21860 Pontiac Trail • South Lyon, Ml 48178 

248-437-3585 • www.southtyoncoc.org 
9:30 am  Sunday School,

1030 am  Praise and Worship
7 m m  Mie lin  ■ ■ id■ I  a, » «  ■-« * - -f p.m. ffrtjrvCSOay MluweeR UIIhSuwS

Russ Bone, Preaching Minister 
Randy Schilling, Family Ufa Minister

L0-0000312000

St, Josepfi Tari&fi
Regular Mass Schedule:

Saturday 5:00 P.M.
Sunday 8:00 AM., 10:00 AM., 12:00 Noon 

Confessions: Saturday 3:30 P.M. 
Phone: 248-446-8700 

Web Addraec www samt)osephsouthtyon.org 
i&ooooaters* 030 South Lefeyette

BRKj HTMOOR
CHRISTIAN C H U R C H
40800 W. 13 MKe Road. Novi 
on the comer of M-5 & W 13*
Sundays 9:00a & 11:15a* 
www.brightmoorcc.orgl

NOVI UNITED METHODIST 
A \ CHURCH

41671W. Ten MNe Road • Non, Ml 48375 
Sunday Worship 9-45 ajn.
Rev. Juno M. Smith, Pastor 

1 248-349-2652
www.umcnovl.com 3

“LoHng God. taring each star md Mng iu  an  wlum*

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist

All a rt welcome at all services 
965 E. Ceeuueroe St. MWbrd, M l 48381

Sunday Service: 10:30 am j
Sunday School ages .1-20; 10:30 am 

Chidtcalreom: WedASeeurvni j
MMMW wmct 7 X) pm 24M85-7I<4 (

4 -  S a in t  G e o r g e ’s
\ l /  (an Epucop*] Community) 

‘ God L orn  You. N o Exceptions!"

* Communion 8am Sc 10am, Sundays

* Nursery, Sunday School 10am

stftorftsmilford.org 

801 E. Commerce Street, Milford 48381

79
______

Services:
Stndtyi st 10 «n I  Thumhy Snul Gnnpi it 7 pm 

1270 W Commerce, Milford, Ml
(248) 676-9277
mitlcreeicmiKord.com

FAITH COMMUNITY 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

44400 W. 10 MUe., Novi, 248-340-2345
1/2 mile weal of Novi Rd.

. ^ s  
www.talthcommunity-novl.org ;

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10 AM 3

"Children, Youth and Adult Ministries" J

OAK POINTE CHURCH
50200 W. 10 Mile Road, Novi 

Saturday Worship 5:15 p.m.,
5 Sunday 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
5 Casual, contemporary service 
| Phone (248) 912-0043 

www.oakpointe.org

Good Shepherd EvengeHcei Lutheran Church ST. JAMES ROMAN I 
CATHOUC CHURCH 

NOVI !
4632510 Mile Rd. •  Novi, Ml 48374 |  

Saturday 5:00 p.m. j 
t  Sunday 8 ,930  A 1130 a.m. 
f  Msgr John Kaaza, Pastor 
3 Parish Office: 347-7778

41415 W Mne MNe Rd • Novi. Mi 48375 
248 349-0565

Dtvtne Service on Sundays at 10am 
Sunday School & Adult BtWe Class 845am

Rev. Thomas Schroeder weimovlOaol.com

Cum md wwMp H Sm4 haahwv Ulwna ChwcM

..................................  ■ *

CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)

Pastor Terry Nelson

437-8810 • 488-4335
Griswold Rd. at 10 Mile 

Worship: 10 am; Sunday School: 10 a.m.; 

Adult BJbie Study: 9 amLQ-SMSS1I1K _________ ______________

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Wisconsin Synod • Reynold Sweet PVwy 

at Liberty St

Sunday Service 10:00 a m  
Ail Classes 9i)0

Pastor Scott Miller, (248)437-1651 

— —

Fellowship Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church

22200 Pontiac Trek (Sot 9 MHa) 
Sunday Worship •  930 am 

Sunday School 0 11 am 
Wednesday mid-waak programs

248-437-2222 • www.feNowsMpepc.org

Shepherd’s Way ! 
Lutheran Church, ELCA

59255 10 Mile Rd.
South Lyon Ml 48178 

8 Sunday Worship 9:30 AM j 
? Rev. Thomas Scherger 

248-573-7320 
c www.sh8pherd8wflysouthlyon.of0

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
205 E. Lake (10 Mile) (248)437-2875 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Playroom available 

KJds/Ybuth Connection Sundays 6:30 p.m. 
Mid-Week Study Wednesday 7:00 pm.

eu a a i - a .  1 1 1__1__ a___ .nDV. mtcnsei nOnOCKBf, rMSJOf 
www.fpc90utNyoo.ofQ

Community Bibio Church
22183 Pontiac Trail • 248-486-4400 

(in Brookdale Shopping Center.
behind Powerhouse Gym) 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:30 am 
Reed Heckmann. Campus Pastor 

Jay Currie, Next Generation Pastor 
www ebesouthtyon net

HOLY FAMILY CATMOUC CHURCH
24506 Meadowbrook Rd. Novi, Ml 48375 

SWaday 430 pm. En0ah| A 830 pm. (Spanbh) 

SumMy 830am, 1030 am. A 1230 pm.

Ft. Robert A. LaCrobt, Pastor

Jif?

MEADOWBROOK 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

21355 Meadowbrook Rd In Novtal 8 W MBs | 
248-348-7757 • nountKEUHS 

Sunday WoraMp 10 un.

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Senior MMster
318578

FELLOW SM P B A FR ST C H U R C H l
10774 Nine Mile Road 

Rev. M. Lee Taylor *449-2582
IS SuNtaySchooLtMSajn. 

\MonNp, 11 flO «m  A 8<)0 pm 
Wednesday Evening, 7fl0 pjn.

For more information regarding this directory, please call 
Deb Wolff at 313-222-5428 or email: dwolff@gannett.com

http://www.fpcnorttivMt.org
http://www.ecrmsroiKB.net
http://www.nillfordiimc.net
http://www.opctnM10rd.org
http://www.southtyoncoc.org
http://www.saintioaaphsouthlyon.org
http://www.brightmoorcc.org
http://www.umcnovl.com
http://www.talthcommunity-novl.org
http://www.oakpoiiite.org
http://www.f8Now8hlpepc.org
http://www.sh8pherd8wflysouthlyon.of0
http://www.fpc90utNyoo.ofQ
http://www.cbcaouthlyDn.nel
mailto:dwoiff@gannett.com
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the job network
Y O U R  L O C A L  J O B  L IS T I N G  F R O M  LIVONIA OBSERVER

How to get the best severance package
BY KATE LOPAZE
THEJOBNETWORK.COM

S o ... it happened. You’ve 
gotten the bad news 
that you’re fired, or laid 

off. It may feel like the world 
is ending —  or you may just 
feel shock. Whatever you’re 
feeling, the fact remains the 
same: You’re leaving your job, 
and not by your own choice. 
While you do need to em­
brace that reality, you don’t 
necessarily have to take the 
severance package that was 
initially offered to you.

When the worst happens, 
take these considerations 
into account to see if you can 
improve your severance:

Talk to a lawyer
An employment attorney 

can help you navigate the 
waters after you’ve been 
terminated, particularly if 
you feel like you were fired 
without proper cause or you 
were marched out of the office 
quickly without the chance 
to take stock of the situation. 
This doesn’t mean “sue the 
bastards,” but it does mean 
you should get a profession­
al's advice on whether you do 
have grounds for a potential 
suit. An attorney can also help 
you figure out if you have any 
wiggle room for negotiation.

Negotlatt yourself
Even if you do have an

attorney, it’s usually the best 
course to do the negotiat­
ing yourself (unless you are 
likely to file a lawsuit —  then 
it’s best to have your attorney 
either present or speaking on 
your behalf). Having someone 
negotiate for you can escalate 
the tension, so be careful to 
keep the tone civil if you’re 
hoping to get a better deal.

Ask for mors
At this point, you have little 

to lose, so you should request 
a higher severance payment. 
You should definitely be real-

■ n m n m

istic —  the payment is unlikely 
to double or triple from an 
initial offer, but you may be 
able to negotiate a lump sum 
payment versus continued 
salary or an increase in the 
total payment.

Nail down insuranco 
Information

One of the trickiest parts of 
unemployment can be insur­
ance coverage, especially if 
you’re used to having solid 
coverage through your job.
The Consolidated Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act

G E T T Y  IMAGES

of 1995 (CO BR A) means 
you can likely continue your 
insurance coverage for up to 
18 months, but at your own 
expense. If coverage is a con­
cern, this is a point to raise 
with the company. You may 
be able to get the company to 
keep paying for your insur­
ance for a period of time after 
you leave.

Ask about unused 
benefits

Some companies may of­
fer a check in exchange for 
unused vacation or personal

time, so be sure to see what's 
on the table and fully under­
stand what your company’s 
policies are on that front.

Be clear on what’s 
In the severance 
agreement

Always, always, always read 
the fine print. Some severance 
agreements contain “noncom­
pete" language, which limits 
your ability to go work for a 
competitive company. Others 
contain a nondisparagement 
clause, which means you may 
have to forfeit your total sever­
ance package if you’re busted 
saying anything negative 
about the company after you 
leave (even if it’s true). Make 
sure you understand what the 
conditions are if you accept 
the severance package.

Once you get the bad news, 
the important thing is: Don’t 
panic. Or if you do panic, try 
to get it out of your system 
and then settle in for the next 
phase of talking through the 
logistics of your leaving. Just 
like negotiating a salary, you 
may have the chance to im­
prove your package —  If you 
ask for it.

Kate Lopaze is a career advice 
journalist for TheJobNetwork.com 
where this article was originally 
published. She investigates and 
writes about current strategies, 
tips, and trending topics related 
to all stages of one's career.

C o n tin u e  y o u r search 
at job s.usatoday.com

G E T ALERTS
S e t u p  em ail a lerts  to  re c e iv e  
jo b s  th a t m a tch  y o u r  skills

SHARE PROFILE
P ost y o u r  re s u m e  a n d  b e  seen 
b y  t o p  e m p lo y e rs  in th e  area

FIND ADVICE
Im p ro v e  y o u r  search a n d  in te rv ie w  
skills w ith  t ip s  a n d  ideas the jo b  netw ork

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

HELP WANTED- TRUCK DRIVER

COL-A DRIVERS WANTED 3 MONTHS 
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE. EXCELLENT PAY, 
BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS. 401k. DEDICATED 
ROUTES ROMEO AND M INE DISPATCH, 
CALL RON 586-752-4529 EXT 1028(MICH)

DRIVERS WANTED: • Owner Ops & 
Company. Excellent money & benefits Home 

Lots of opportunity to advance

Round trip dedicated lanes available now! 
888-549-1882 (MICH)

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

MISCELLANEOUS

HOMEOWNERS WANTEDII
Kayak Pools is looking for Demo Homesites to 
display our new maintenance tree pools Save 
thousands ot$$$ with tbs unique opportunity. 
CaU now! 800.31 KAYAK (52925) (MICH)

WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE
1900-1979 Vintage Motorcycles Top Cash 
Pad Cat! 920-371-0494 (MICH)

GUITAR WANTED! Local musician 
will pay up to $12,500 tor pre -1975 
Gibson, Fender. Martin and Gretsch 
guitars Fender amplifiers also Call toll 
free! 1-800 995-1217. (MICH)

§!SES3SffiE0DB
Metolso Structural Product*, Inc. ho* 
on opening tor on Assembly Process 
Specialist In Novi. M l responsible for 
supporting the R F Q  process bv lead­
ing assembly process Inputs to quota­
tions tor body, chassis & fromes. In­
cluding directing the development, 
planning & Implementation of the as­
sembly process Inputs to the R FQ  
process In the Region. Requires 
Bachelor's degree l> exp. Send re­
sume to Metalsa, A T T N :  HR Special­
ist #1, J9S75 Hudson D r., Novi, M l 
48377. No phone calls please.

General

m  No exp
I VfthiClt.

L E G A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  
A S S I S T A N T

A Social Security Disability low 
firm  In Brighton, M l Is seeking o le­
gal odmlnlstrotlve osslstont This Is 
a full time position: M -F , 8AM- 
5PM. Must hove strong computer 
knowledge and the obllltv to m ulti­
task. We ore a friendly ond flexible 
firm , ond are seeking someone who 
Is a positive teom player Please 
forward your resume ond cover let­
ter to otty1Mtetielmoll.com

Records Clerk
Water Department Records Clerk, 
full-time hourly position, prim arily 
responsible tor but not limited to re­
cord keeping and administrative du­
ties for the Utilities Deportment. 
Individual will work under the di­
rect supervision of the Utilities Su­
perintendent, assisting with any 
miscellaneous needs, os they arise. 
Excellent organizational, communi­
cation, and customer service skills 
needed. Individual must have th* 
ability to operate a computer ond 
other office related equipment. You 
must possess a High School diplo­
ma or G E D . Please email cover let­
ter along with resume to:

MBevenesowthlyonmi.org 
Closing Doto: April 4, M i l

ry Healthcare-Dental
M e n ta l  Hecith Assistant

Howoll M l. Detailed lob description 
a vallib le  of httP://cmhllv iapplirnn*s.C*m

Accepting on 11 no applications only.

Find your new job 
HERE!

Find
your
new
job

HERE!

PUT YOUR MOUSE TO WORK

PLACE AN AD IN THE 
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC 

CLASSIFIEDS
www.hometownlife.com

\

mailto:MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM
httP://cmhllv
http://www.hometownlife.com
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PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

1 2 3 4 |
19 I
23

■
31 J
37

44 ■

ACROSS
1 Cut, as film 
5 “—  I lie?"

10 Grows dim
15 Opera parts
19 Major—  

(butler)
20 Region of old 

Greece
21 Fictional 

belle Scarlett
22 Tales of old
23 One stealing 

a serpent?
25 Houses, to . 

Hernando
26 Came to rest
27 Aid in 

antiquing
28 Escort a wild 

canine?
31 Slender, like 

stags tend to 
be?

35 Suit jacket
36 35mm 

camera inits.
37 Wimple 

wearers
38 King Kong 

and others
39 Caucus state
4 2 “Capeesh?"
44 Golf prop
45 Glass rims
46 Grizzly who’s 

a country 
music star?

48 Battery part
49 Vital artery
50 Norse deity
51 Of the eyes

54 Verdi opera 
56 Vim 
58 Terminate 
62 Choice 

between 
an impish 
practical 
joke and an 
aquarium 
fish?

66 Boomer’s 
son, say

68 Sequoia, e.g.
69 Gobbling 

fowl
70 Show open 

disdain for
72 Neighbor of 

Kenya
75 Butyl ender
76 Feline sign 
78 Young

sheep from 
an ancient 
Palestinian 
region?

80 Varnish stuff 
83 Antelope of 

Africa
85 Went lower
86 French 

novelist Jules
87 Octa- plus 

two
89 Belie 
92 $5 bills, 

informally 
94 Pinniped 

pedestrian?
98 Certain Fed
99 K-12 org.

102 Mrs. monster

103 Make at work
104 Singer Andy
105 Outward 

appearance
106 —  hunch
107 Tiny, to tots
109 Steed

native to 
the Garden 
State?

112 The absolute 
best
burrowing
rodent?

116“l smell—  I" 
(Th is  is 
fishy!")

117 Thus
118 Gymnast 

Comaneci
119 Gratitude 

expressed 
by a chatty 
bird?

124 Retail (for)
125 Wicked 

things
126 Innately 

know
127 — Tzu (dog)
128 Sequoia, e.g.
129 Chief belief
130 Trample
131 Totally fill

DOWN
1 Mag staffers
2 Phil who had 

a talk show
3 Conceive of
4 Coin 

substitutes

8 [9

5 Jokester
6 -Nice one!'
7 Octa- minus 

seven
8 Feudal 

superiors
9 “Ratoon" 

actor Willem
10 Points where 

rays meet
11 At the drop 

of—
12 Windshield- 

attached 
recorder

13 Muse of 
hymns

14 Glided down 
the runway

15 There 
oughta be 
— I"

16 Huge 
statues

17 Singer doing 
a vocal 
quaver

18 Emancipate
24 Time period

of interest
29 More twisted, 

as humor
30 Running 

shoe brand
31 Blasting 

material
32 Go by sea
33 Materialize
34 —  Moines, 

Iowa
40 Granola bar 

bit

41 End a shoot
43 —  Reader 

(magazine)
45 -Willard" 

actress 
Sondra

46 Moored ship 
used as 
lodging

47 Get by
48 Opt for
49 Yemen port
51 Ferret cousin
52 Pare down
53 Car’s four
55 “Let’s do this

thing!"
57 Praise highly
59 Seven-Emmy 

Ed
60 Neighbor of 

Ethiopia
61 Get by
63 Popeye’s 

Olive
64 Stephen of 

“Still Crazy”
65 Amount 

that can be 
carried

67 Hairpiece, 
slangily

71 Help in a bad 
deed

73 Accepted 
fact

74 Toby brews
77 The same, to

Henri
79 Served 

in blazing 
brandy

33 34

38

29

0 11 12 13 14

I

2 5

35

81 Notion, to 
Henri

82 Reporter, 
colloquially

84 —  Major
88 Musical 

clicker
90 Always, in 

sonnets
91 Bluegrass 

instrument
93 Wee toddler
94 Most quickly
95 Cold- 

shoulder 
giver

96 Make dirty 
by trailing 
through mud

97 Entered, as 
data

98 Mil. enlistees
99 Nasty fish

100 Diagnostic 
package

101 Hex- follower
104 Less cheery, 

to a Brit
105 Boggy tract
108 Barrel slat
110 “Nightmare" 

film setting: 
Abbr.

111 “So there!”
113 Part in a play
114 Really peeve
115 Gigantic
120 Rome-to- 

Vienna dir.
121 Slow —  snail
122 Politico Cruz
123 That vessel
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[50

57
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71

59 60 61
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79
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106

112

128

i o t -
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118

108

92 93

109 110

114 115
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116
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126
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8 'X 9 5

<3 3 6
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. 
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
dues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

CRAFTY WORD SEARCH

U B 
P W

B B 
H M

I B 
0 E

F I 
U P

H H 
D C

U C C 
H E Y

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles”

books at QuillDriver6ooks.com
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APPLIQUE
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WHAT'S A BWCKP BRAND WANTS TO LEAD WITH ITS ENVISION SDV, 
OTHER VEHICLES. AS IT PLANS TO UAVE NAME OFF FUTURE MODELS

%

By Dale Buss

Say this for 
Mary Barra, 
General Motors’ 
CEO: She keeps 
shaking things 
up. And letting 
her lieutenants 
shake things up.

The latest 
examples, of all 
things, are what 
is happening 

to Buick’s logo, and how GM is 
expanding its ride-sharing trials 
through Maven.

Now consumers who really believe 
“That’s Not a Buick,” in line with 
the brand’s long-running marketing 
campaign, may have a point: Buicks 
won’t say “Buick” on them for much 
longer.

GM’s fabled near-luxury marque 
will remove its brand name from 
its 2019 model-year vehicle line, the 
Detroit News reported, starting with 
the refreshed, China-manufactured 
Envision crossover this spring.

What will remain is the Buick tri­
shield logo without the name, both 
on the front grille and on the back of 
each vehicle.

Buick is counting on research that 
it conducted at the beginning of 
2017 that established 73% of those 
surveyed were able to connect that 
logo with the Buick brand without 
the wordmark or lock-up version 
of the logo and name to jog their 
memory, the report said.

GM may feel reassured by what 
happened when it toyed with the 
Cadillac logo several years ago, 
removing the iconic laurel branches 
that surrounded the Cadillac shield. 
Consumers accepted it fine

Envisions panoramic sunroof is a key feature.
Now it’s Buick’s turn to refresh 

its visual identity. The brand would 
like to continue to distance itself 
from its traditional identification as 
the vehicle of choice for the over-50 
crowd by modernizing its look to 
appeal to millennials and newcomers 
to the brand.

As GM has noted, “Nearly 60 
percent of all Encore buyers come 
from outside General Motors. 
These new-to-Buick customers are 
increasingly return buyers, with 
nearly half of them likely to trade in 
their vehicle to buy another Buick 
SUV. In addition to attracting new 
customers to the Buick brand, the 
2019 Envision is designed with these 
existing Encore customers’ evolving 
needs and preferences in mind.

“The Envision’s exterior has a 
sculpted front fascia, new grille and 
headlamps that align with the new 
face of Buick. Crisp horizontal lines 
on the front create a more premium 
look and feel, while redesigned

taillamps, reflectors and side markers 
give the back end a wider and more 
athletic stance. New optional 19-inch 
wheels provide an expressive and 
distinct profile.

A new pricing approach is revealing: 
“All trim levels have been adjusted 
toward the heart of the premium 
compact SUV market, further 
positioning the Envision to capture 
the interest of loyal Buick owners 
looking to move up to the next-sized 
compact SUV and conquest buyers 
who are considering Buick for the 
first time.”

“The Envision brings a tremendous 
growth opportunity for the Buick 
brand,” noted Sam Russell, Buick 
marketing director. “The new pricing 
strategy not only puts the Envision 
in the heart of the industry’s largest 
segment, but also better positions it 
in relation to Encore, our top-selling 
nameplate.”

In recent years Buick has introduced 
a number of SUVs and crossovers 
in a bid to appeal to millennials and

to escape that identification, even as 
it has dramatically overhauled and 
slimmed down its sedan lineup.

With Super Bowl spots, celebrities 
such as Miranda Kerr and attractive 
vehicles ranging from its well-received 
SUVs to a new convertible, “That’s 
Not a Buick” certainly helped in 
recent years as the brand survived the 
remake of GM’s brand architecture 
post-recession and became a 
dependable player in the company’s 
U.S. lineup.

So far this year, in what is a down 
year overall for the U.S. light-vehicle 
market, Buick sales have declined 
by only about 4%, compared with 
declines of more than 7% for GMC 
and nearly 14% for Chevrolet, and a 
7% boost for Cadillac.

The brand also is trying to build 
up its Avenir trim line in its vehicles 
as an important premium sub-brand, 
based on a sleek concept vehicle that 
Buick introduced three years ago. 
The move basically mimics what GM

has been able to accomplish already 
with the Denali high-end trim line for 
its GMC trucks and SUVs; GMCs 
typically are sold alongside Buicks in 
US showrooms.

Buick also has become GM’s best­
selling brand in China—where its 
cars also don’t say Buick— selling 
1.18 million vehicles there last year.

In the meantime, GM also General 
Motors also keeps pushing the 
envelope in ride-sharing, expanding 
its Maven service to Austin and 
Toronto and now, reportedly, 
launching an Airbnb-style service 
that will enable car owners to rent out 
their vehicles when they aren’t using 
them.

Bloomberg reported that GM 
plans to start a pilot program this 
summer through Maven that will 
allow car owners to put their vehicles 
on Maven’s digital platform for other 
drivers to rent and then share revenue 
with the automaker. To date, Maven 
has only rented GM-owned vehicles.

The 2018 Buick Envision has the brand performing well in an important SUV segment.

all your needs

Excavation
Excavating-M oterlals-Trucking 
C U L V E R  E X C A V A T IN G  
Com m ercial Industrial Sites - 
Highway, Road, Street Building & 
Maintenance - Gravel Pit Materials, 
Ours A Others - Trucking Materials 
ta/from Sites * We will put vour proj­
ect ahead of schedule - economically■■■■■ppgpiiippHlRnpM y 
with best quality! O V E R 4 0 Y E A R S I I 
The Best Operators I ! The Best Dr 
ers ! I The Best Performance ! I
The Best rlv-

(517)531-3478 culverexc#zoomon.net

Estate Sales
Farmington Hills: 37600 Spring Valley 

Dr, Fri-Sun. 10a-4p. antiques, 
collectibles, china, glass, crystal, 
furn., tvs, stereos, kitchen ware, 

appliances, office A BR furn, sofas, 
carpets, wall art, holiday decor, 
treadmill, sewing mach, lawn 8, 

garden items A much morel

L IV O N IA  -30895 Kenwood Crt 
Th ur 3/33; 8c-6p, F ri 3/33; 10-6, Sat 

3/34; 10-3pm Packed house & garage 
www.ournextsale.net

Apartments 8r Lofts Yourjob search ends here...
Br ig h to n  plAZA

APARTMENTS
2 bedroom, heat/carport incl with 

rent. $70Q/mo 810-333-3194

Experienced
: iald T o r h  LA/nnfaH P ull lim a  u/llh ** . . —.Field Tech Wanted Full time with 

benefits for busy excavating co. Min 
im um  chauffeur's license required. 
(517) 531-4992
m ehurchillOmlchartler.com

W E S T L A N D , Garage O  8335 Opal Dr. 
48185 F r i: 10-4, Sat: 10-4, Household, 
Garden, Tools, Tables, A rt, Jew elry. 
D ir: N Creek Estates, E on Vista off 
Newburgh, S of Joy

H A N D Y M A N - Need It done? We can 
do it A L L  from A -ZI 517-579-2914

Home Maintenance
W et's Home A Y ard  Maintenance 
for Free Estimates, call 810347-39959QESEBE9
Aaron 's Ace Tre e  Service Clim bing  
Expert. Insured. 517-376-0159SSEBS9BHI
Painting By Robert •Wallpaper Re­
moval • Interior ‘ Exterior ‘ Plaster/ 
Drywall Repair •Staining. 40 yrs exp 
Free Est! 348-349-7499 or 734-464-8147

B|R
450 sq ft F IN IS H E D  
O F F IC E / S T U D IO  above. Detached, 
heated, secure, private, quiet. Office 
$300. Garage $100 each space.
(348--------------------------------------

e, prli
_________________$100 e_., QPI
348)760-9749 denisekulak6gmall.com.

W E S T L A N D : 3BR.1.5BA in mstr 
b r  brick ranch in excellent area 
C/A, crpt, bsmt, 1375/Ford Rd area 
Nr.shops no pets $900 7)4-591-916)

LOW  C O ST V A C C IN E  W E L L N E S S  
R U R A L  K IN G  

Sun, March 18th, 9:30am-12:30pm.
D H P P  Lepto CV  B D T  $51. Rabies, 

3 yr $17. Heartworm Test $19. 
Must bring ad.

Questions: 313.686.5701

Transportation

SS 3
P O LK 'S  P L U M B IN G  S E R V IC E  

Special $65 service fee 348-259-3432

§Pl3ES20i0OEEEE0®
D AR R O O F IN G  

Call Don: 517 )76-2064

LO W  C O ST V E T  V A C C IN E  
W E L L N E S S  C L IN C  

Highland Feed A Supply 
217 E . Livingston Rd.

Sat March 17th, lOam-tpm  
D H P P  Lepto CV  B D T  $51, )  year 
Rabies $17, Heartworm Test $19 
M U S T B R IN G  AO . Skin, E a r A  
Eye exams avail. 313-686-5701

best deal for you...

.^ppjJ2EES2EEE52S

announcements, events.

LO W  C O ST V E T  V A C C IN E  
W E L L N E S S  C LIN C  

The Wild Indoor Pets Supply 
Pinckney, M l 

9560-9564 Chilson Rd Circle  
Wed March 28th 3pm-4pm 

D H P P  Lepto CV B O T  ssi, )  year 
Rabies $17, Heartworm Test $19 
M U S T B R IN O  A D . Skin, E a r A 
Eye exams avail. 313686-5701

H A W - $$ Cash for salvage A scrap ve 
hides. Free towing. Call 7)4-223-5581

^3^ Autos Wanted

P U B L IC  V E H IC L E  A U C TIO N  
March 26, 2018/ 10AM 

ROSS TO W IN G  
21)40 T E L E G R A P H  RD. 
S O U T H F IE L D , M l 48033 

248-356-6011

2008 Chevrolet 2f Iwt55n08228463
1007.----------------  ----------------  ----------
2006 
1999 
2010

1995
1998
2002
2010
2003 
2002 
2005
1999 
2010
2004 
2001 
2003
1996 
2001 
2003
2005

33
2012

SB
2003
2003
1999

F o r d  -------------------- ---
F o r d  3f o k » n ) 3x r i o i »42 

lo d g e  ? b f e a 3c v 6a h  182998 
C h e v r o le t  1g l i u S 3846f260023 
C h e v r o le t  l e l a i S O M f m ^ n  
T o y o ta  I fM M e O s /o T ttW  
D o d g e  l b 4h s M v 4w f200001 
F o r a  l f t r f l 8w 92n a 20741 
B u ic k  I g 4g c 5« q x a f l 86732 
F o r d  I f m i u 42k 2 l 7o 9/100 
C h e v ro le t  1f l n e 52| 52m 713720 
F o r d  Ifa fp S Ju O S a 224667 
J e e p  1 | 4fM 8s 9x l565755 
F o r d  1 f a h p lq o O a w l 55406 
F o rd  I f tw x J lp o o e c o s o s /
F o rd  I f a f p 401x 11251385 
F o r d  1fD fp 53u 33g 277826 
O ld s m o h iie  1f ) g r 42c 5t 41147)4 
P o n t lo c  1f 2 | b l 24117341599 
F o r d  3f o f p 3?303r l 92!20 
F o r d  2f m i a S 168S ba65720 ■ ■
Pontiac 2e2wp552861161050 
M it s u b is h i  4o3ox g7we019S9S ______  s x 3S g7w(
Kla Sxvkt4a!9co2892tS 

hevrolet ?gI wdSSt049157349 
hrysler Icjbc4fb9bn566698

Assorted

ems

Running or Not Wontedl 
Highest $$$ Paid.

Free friendly towing! 
A L L  scrap metal, 

Batteries wanted too. 
Call: 248-437-0094

all kinds of things...

Cemetery Lots
I Parkview Memorial Cemetery in
iLivonla, 1 burial plot In Masonic 
Section, 248-890-5357

St. Jude m artyr of hopeless cases, 
pray for us. Bless you.

♦ e b b e b b b i
UC S  T R E E S - Spring Special I I 
ft. tall. $75 Calf 818-877-5488

SPR
4-5

Business

opportunites, lease, Invest

Commercial 
N /  Industrial Lease

S D U TH  LY O N  Per Lease. Office/ 
Cemmereiai n c «  contsructlon 

1380 sett . 248-756-3939

Find
your
new
job

HERE!

FINDING WORK 
SHOULDN'T BE WORK.

the job 
network

Get started by visiting
jobs.usatoday.com

L

http://www.ournextsale.net


F O R D  F S E R I E S

Electric Dryer 
BLOW O UT

Gas or Electric 
30" Range E COSPORI

N E W  M a y t a g  
C o m m e r c ia l  W a s h e r

FU S IO N

EXPLORER

T w in  F irm  M attress Q u e e n  M attress & B o x

SAVE $100

TAURUS FLEX

Serta Majestic Sleep 
Queen Mattress W ith  
Adjustable  Base! r  O u r  N 

Lowest

S A V E  $ 5 0 0

H I  I  THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018 I O A I  M ID IA  ( n n n r )

lirlpool A M  A N A *  K H c H m A W  SAMSUNG $  LG
s Our Semi-Annual SALE - Best Prices of the Season

Unbeatable
Prices

Continue ai

24 Cu. Ft. Ice and 
Water Side by Side 24 Cu. Ft. Ice and 

Water Side by SideSpecial Discounts 
On Scratch A Dent 

Appliances
HUGE Savings On Floor Models & Scratch A Dent Models

NSW 2018 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SXT 4X4 NIW 2018 FORD EC0SP0RT SE FWD

Odds & Ends, One of a Kind Electric 
Dryers On SALE NOW

Electric with 
glass cooktop

Gas with digital
clock/oven
controls NOW
^ ____  ONLY

AS
LOW  AS

$160 A MONTH
■M montta |*n ija A Mm, 10.100 itMm pt> «iw  wun »Ci m n»w i  pti<* 
1.400 Ob* M UWII*. 41.,I ?*. I.lm Ottnu  •< .*, O h

«4tu rl)y4» |M *il r »(•!•»» 0 1 1 1  1»

MW 2018 FORD FUSION SE FWD

Designed and engineered 
better for longer lasting 
quality. 3 Year Warranty.

Built Tougher to Last Longer. 
Built the way Maytag washers 
used to be built.

aPrfrnQA  PERFECT TIM E TO  BUY
AMERICAN MADE
THE PRIMO KAMADO AT A NEW LOW PRICE CERAM IC GRILLS

>w t o i  Hm M e  A»n»flng Flmrar $104 A MONTH
*14 memtM. ptu4 t«a. AP««n. IO.VjO p* f t *  *4 /, MCI MWMnHl n 't 

14 .4 *  Out M 4f-M*KJW It

$140 A MONTH
A fu n  10.100 mOM f *  f t *  m*h MX Hut
Owrwi Pkn t it .  I'll*. If.tn tt. m

NIW 2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT FWD
• I  K  Vi
• W t M |
• M M PIM .0IS
c o M p r r t M  c o N o u o tr wmKmm

Serta Majestic Sleep 
Heidleburg Firm Mattress, 
with 532 Mira- ■ ■ ■ ■  
Coil* in n e rs p rin g .L jW ^ g

Serta Majestic s i f i  
Twin Mattress with 
Posture-Smart™ m  
innerspring & ' f
woven cover. , %

$196 A MONTH

Check Our Our Large Display of Serta A (Comfort Sleep Sets
NIW 2018 FORD TAURUS SE FWD

Available In Firm or Pluab I S
739 wrapped coils for reduced
motion transfer when you sleep. 
FlexBandTM Memory Gel for a cool, 
comfortable sleep. 14.5" Profile.

Adjustable foundation offers a new level of 
comfort and relaxation
Wireless remote with one-touch to Zero Gravity 
and flat positions, plus head up and legs up. 
Ideal for reading a book in bed, watching 
television or just relaxing.

$253 A MONTH*
’ »  M M * .  M I K A  P\tr I# (Ot rrHtt p »  f t *  « * »  MX MmmI Hut

$181 A MONTH*
'1 4M  t *  M I MM'A < *f*tf Hut I ttot, H tru .t  *  Ittr, 

stivOf ttput” ||#N  01 It It

Set Regular: $1399

Availability subject to prior sale. HURRY Sale Ends Soon

BRlOHTONFORD.COM 1 •00-838*7697
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