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Ed Wright

Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Students in David Wayne's fifth-
grade classroom at Amerman Elemen-
tary in Northville didn't have to visit an
Emagine Theater last week to be in the
presence of a true hero.

The hero — Nicholas Beltsos —came
to them.

Beltsos, the grandfather of Amerman
fifth-grader  Katerina  Tsilmingras,
shared his memories of what it was like
to be a teenager and later a soldier in
Greece during the Mussolini-led Italian
military's attempt to take over his rela-
tively small but proud nation.

The 93-year-old war hero —who later
moved to the United States and served
as a professor of business management

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

at Eastern Michigan University — de-
scribed, with the help of his son, John,
and daughter, Vasilia, several enlighten-
ing stories, including the time as a 15
year-old that he rode his bicycle while
holding a sign to encourage the Italians
to return to Rome.

Beltsos' stories mesmerized the fifth-
graders, who were chuckling at some
points of the hour-long presentation
and hanging on every word of the in-
tense scenarios Beltsos faced.

A demolitions expert once he was old
enough to join the Greek military, Belt-
sos partially lost his hearing, which ne-
cessitated him wearing a special set of
headphones during his presentation.

He repeatedly told his audience how
grateful he was that he was intheir pres-
ence and that they were open to hearing
his stories.
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WW Il hero meets Northville fifth-

"We feel honored that you want to
hear this and it's so exciting for us," said
John Beltsos, the man of honor's son. "If
you think about it, we're bridging 100
years of history today.

“World War Il changed the entire
world, and it impacted us all these years
later. You can hear stories from some-
body who was actually there."

Among the most compelling stories
Beltsos and his children, John and Vasi-
lia, shared was how the Greek civilians
and army protected allied pilots who
were shot down over their country.

"The American pilots were told that if
their hands were too smooth and cal-
lous-free, the Germans would see, know
they were Americans and take them
captive,” .said Vasilia Tsilimingras with
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The Maybury Farm's main barn. The barn hosts rabbits, pigs, goats, sheep and peafowl, jonn heider Ilhometowntife.com

How Is Maybury Farm
after controversial firing?

Ed Wright

Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Just a few months after Maybury
Farm’'s full-time director Cindy Kern
was dismissed from her job by the
Northville Community Foundation, a
sense of normalcy prevailed across the
85-acre rural setting just south of 8 Mile
Road, not far from the bustling and hus-
tling metro Detroit suburbia.

Goats gobbled up snacks out of a
toddler’s palm, robust livestock roamed
around their pens without a care in the
world and the sounds of hammers hit-
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ting nails echoed through the decades-
old white farm house that doubles as
the office for new Northville Communi-
ty Foundation Director Diana Wallace.
Although Kern's firing sent ripples of
uncertainty through the farm’s faithful
community of volunteers and regular
attendees — Maybury’s annual genera-
tion of revenue had reportedly in-

creased from $200,00G to $400,000 .

under her guidance —all appeared well
at Northville’s unique working farm/
tourist attraction, an observance that
was confirmed by Wallace.

“l understand everybody has an opi-
nion about what is best for the farm and

TRIDA(]

the animals,” said Wallace, responding
to aquestion about a public forum orga-
nized by Kem in the wake of her dis-
missal. "Honestly, we don't care about
what happened in the past); we re fo-
cused on what we can do moving for-
ward to make the farm a wonderful
place to visit for the community.
"We've been very lucky because we
have a bunch of employees who are
very dedicated to making the farm the
best it can be. We've been working with
Tollgate (a neighboring farm) and
Michigan State University to ensure

See FARM, Page 12A
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graders

Beltsoslgranddaughter, Katerina,
introduced her grandfather with a
heartfelt history of his life.tD wright
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Businesses
react to
changes In
fireworks laws

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If you're looking to put on a fire-
works show around the Fourth of July,
you've got a few more days to put on
your show this year. And those
changes are something several fire-
works businesses are welcoming.

Adjustments made last year by the
Michigan legislature and signed into
law by former Gov. Rick Snyder de-
crease the number of protected days
for shooting fireworks from 30 to 12
But despite that reduction, some fire-
works companies say they hope the
changes will actually mean an uptick
in sales.

Sean Conn, vice president of legal
for Lansing-based Big Fireworks, said

See FIREWORKS, Page 5A

Westland Big Fireworks manager
Sean Conn has aisles and aisles of
fireworks, which he describes as
those that "you place on the ground,
light the fuse, they go and go boom".
JOHN HEIDER | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Summer fun

Want to celebrate America? Find a
Fourth of July event in your town.
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War rations books found in South Lyon park

Susan Vala
Hometownlifa.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Found: War ration books filled with
stamps for food, sugar and other com-
modities meted out to the nation’s
Greatest Generation during World War
H.

Someone found the bits of history at
South Lyon's McHattie Park weeks ago
and turned them in to police.

Individual books are made out to dif-
ferent people, such as Pat Palmer in
Hastings and Owen Mulvey in Grand
Rapids.

Police are trying to solve the mystery
of the ration books’ owner, so they can
be properly returned.

“This is a unique item," Lt. Doug Baa-
ki said. “We can probably track it
down... I'm hoping ”

Police are more accustomed to find-
ing keys, wallets and cellphones in their
lost-and-found collections.

Baaki would never consider cutting
up the ration books, which is what po-
lice frequently do with credit cards left
in bank machines.

A bit of a history buff, the lieutenant
studied the other items found with the
ration books - for example, a 1947 ration
check for exactly 270 pounds of sugar
made out to an appears-to-be-closed
Mulvey's Lunch & Restaurant in Toledo,
Ohio.

He also spent a solid hour Googling
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Someone recently found war ration books in South Lyon's McHattie Park and
turned them over to local police. Police would like them returned to their rightful

OWNer, photo:susan vela ihometownlife.com

ration books when they were turned
into police. Every American was issued
the books with stamps for rationed
items like sugar, meat, cooking oil and
canned goods.

People had to give grocers the right
ration stamp to buy rationed items.
Once their stamps were gone for the

month, they couldn’t buy that item.

The World War Il Museum in New Or-
leans said on its website rationing
“meant planning meals carefully, being
creative with menus, and not wasting
food.”

Rationing is part of the World War 1l
history Baaki admires.

“People had to sacrifice at home,” he
said. "Everybody put everything they
could into the war effort. This is part of
that. | thought it was neat."

The South Lyon Police Department
has put a lost-and-found notice on
Facebook asking people to call the de-
partment if they are missing the ration
books. .

Baaki also has reached out to the
South Lyon Area Historical Society.
Members host meetings at the Freight
House on McHattie Park grounds.

They also store historic documents
there and keep the society’s World War
memorabilia under locked glass.

They're checking their donors'
names and other resources. So far,
they're not sure who might have
dropped the ration books in the park.

“I'm as stumped as he is," society
President Linda Ross said of Baaki and
their conversations. “lI don't know if
someone was going to bring them to us
and lost them ... | don't know.

“You don't find too many ofthe ration
books. Not too many people kept them. |
would be upset if it was my dad's or my
grandfathers ... (if) it belonged to my
family and it was something that was
important back then.”

If you're missing some ration books,
call South Lyon police at 248-437-1773.

Contact Susan Vela at
svela@hometoumlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susanvela

Milford gets started on fixing the roads

Susan Bromlay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

About $15 million worth of road im-
provements are coming to Milford this
summer.

The village council unanimously ap-
proved contracts Mondayfor a nearly $1
million project that will repave about a
half mile of S. Milford Road from the
southern village limits to General Mo-
tors Road, as well as smaller local road
projects that include Hickory Street,
Commerce, and North Main Street.

Additionally, the village is partnering
with the Road Commission for Oakland
County on a simple resurfacing of N.
Milford Road that is expected to be a
temporary fix that lasts five to seven
years and buys the village time to fi-
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assistance from her dad. "They made
the pilots get out in the farm fields and

CITY OF NORTHVILLE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS

2019 CITY OF NORTHVILLE REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES, DUE JULY L
2019, WILL BE PAYABLE WITHOUT PENALTY TO THE CITY OF NORTHVILLE FROM
JULY 1,2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 03, 2019.

Taxes may be paid by mail, addressed to City of Northville, PO Box 674505, Detroit,
Michigan, 48267-4505, in person at the City Clerk’s Office, 215 West Main Street, Northville,
Michigan, 48167, Monday through Friday 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M, or via internet. Tax
information, including payment status, will be available online as of July 1, 2019 at www.

ci.northville.mi.ua.

Forms of payment accepted will be cash, check, money order, and credit card. Please note if
paying by credit card there will be a fee of 3% with a minimum of $2.

On September 4, 2019 a two percent (2%) penalty will be added, plus an additional Vi of
1% interest per month beginning October 1st, 2019. All payments received after 4:30 p.m.
September 3, 2019, regardless of postmark, will be subject to penalty and interest.

City of Northville
Tax Department

Publish: Job* 27,8019

CITY OF NORTHVILLE
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 06-03-19

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Northville City Council has adopted Ordinance No.
06-03-19 - an ordinance to amend Chapter 54 Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, Article
V1 Offenses Against Public Safety, Division 3 Fireworks in the Code of Ordinances.

The adopted ordinance amends Division 3 Fireworks, Section 54-233 Use of Consumer

Fireworks Prohibited and Restrictions by:

1 Increasing the civil infraction fine from not more than $500 to not more than $1,000
2. Modifying the specific dates and times that consumer fireworks may only be ignited,

discharged, or used as follows:

* December 31 from 11:00 a.m. until 1a.m. on January 1
* The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day from 11:00 a.m.

until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

e June 29 to July 4 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.
e July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, from 11:00 a.m. until 11:45 p.m.
* The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding labor Day from 11:00 a.m. until

11:45 p.m. on each of those days.

The ordinance was introduced for first reading on June 3, 2019 and was adopted by the City

Council on June 17, 2019. The ordinance shall become effective on June 28, 2019.

The

complete text of the ordinance is available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk,
215 W. Main St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, Monday through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. or on the City's website at www.cimorthville.mi us.

Publish June 27, 2019

DIANNE MASSA, CMC, CITY CLERK

nance a longer-term improvement.

“Hopefully that will happen in the
next couple months,” Village Manager
Christian Wuerth said. “Contractors are
behind schedule with all the rain we've
had... The road is in rough condition and
(the resurfacing) will make it safer and a
little smoother while we buy some time
and go for federal funds.”

The village has been granted
$468,000 in federal funds for the S. Mil-
ford Road project, essential to helping
with the total cost of $974,934.57, which
was the low winning bid from Cadillac
Asphalt.

Wuerth expects the work, which in-
cludes milling and resurfacing of the
roadway, concrete curbs, gutters, repav-
ing of sidewalks, drainage measures
and reinstallation of signage, to begin in

work in the dirt so their hands weren't
so smooth."

Beltsos added that the downed pilots
were also dressed up as elderly Greek
women to disguise them from the Ger-
mans, generating smiles and laughter
from the fifth-graders.

Greek civilians and soldiers saved
numerous Greek Jews with creative
thinking, Beltsos added.

When the Jeeps that gathered up the
Jews would arrive in the villages, Tsili-
mingras explained, her dad and the oth-
ers would pretend to light cigarettes on
the vehicles headlights, sparking up-
roarious laughter from the German sol-

August, following Milford Memories.
The project is anticipated to be complet-
ed in November.

The simple resurfacing of N. Milford
Road is expected to have a similar start
time. The village's portion goes from
Concrete Drive to the village limits and
is estimated to cost $100,000. The total
work goes all the way north to White
Lake Road, however.

Local road projects inthe village were
awarded to Best Asphalt at a cost of
$581,608 and will begin soon. The vil-
lage has allotted an additional $50,000
in the budget for this project to address
any unforeseen circumstances.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife.com. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.

diers. While the Germans' attention was
diverted, the Greek Jews were carefully
taken from the back ofthe Jeeps and led
to safety. '

Beltsos even showed off a small, tat-
tered, slightly charred American flag
that he saved from a burning vehicle
and has saved as a keepsake for the past
70 years.

Wayne invites a military veteran into
his class each year. Last spring, his class
was enlightened by a student's grandfa-
ther who fought in the Vietnam War.

Contact Ed Wright at eaw-
right@hometownlife.com or 517-375
m3

CITY OF NOVI
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON
CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Notice is given that the Novi City Council will be interviewing applicants for appointment to

the following Boards & Commissions:

. Zoning Board of Appeals

If you are a registered voter and interested in volunteering to serve on a City Board or
Commission, information about the various Boards and Commissions is available at
citvofhovi.org or at the office of the City Clerk, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375,

(248)347-0456.

The deadline for filing an application (available online at citvofiiovi.org or at the City
Clerk’s office) is Friday, July 12, 2019. Applicants will be contacted by the City Clerk’s Office

regarding the date and time of interviews.

Publish: Jun« 27,8019

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Novi, Oakland County,
Michigan, and Case No. 19-05-1154P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments on
proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where
applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community. These flood hazard
determinations may include the addition or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base
flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory
floodway. The FIRM and, if applicable, the.FIS report have been revised to reflect these flood
hazard determinations through issuance of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance
with Title 44, Part 65 of the Code of Federal Regulations. These determinations are the basis
for the floodplain management measures that your community is required to adopt or show
evidence of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National
Flood Insurance Program. For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations
and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA's
website at www fema.gov/plan/Drevent/fhm/hfo or call the FEMA Map Information eXchange
(FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Published June 20 A 27. 2019
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Music fills parks In concert series

Philip Admen

Homctownlifa.com *
USA TODAY NETWORK -
MICHIGAN

Summer's finally here.
Enjoy a night out, catch
some live tunes and have
a grand time.

From oldies to rock to
country to children's
music, here’s all of the
concert series taking
place this summer. And
with the Fourth of July
next week, there's a slew
of patriotic-themed pro-
grams on tap, as well.

Music From thm Heart,
Livonia

Livonia City Hall

Shows start at 7 p.m.
July 11, Motor City Soul
July 18, Trilogy

July 25, Rock and Roll
Never Forgets

Aug. 1, Devin Scillian &
Arizona Son Band

Aug. 8, Sinjon Smith
Aug. 15, Cruizin* Jupiter
Aug. 22, Mainstreet Soul
Aug. 29, Steve King & The
Dittilies

Music in the Air,
Plymouth

Kellogg Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 28, Larry Lee & the
Back in the Day Band
July 5, Steve Acho

July 19, Steve King & The
Dittilies

July 26, Randy Brock
Group

Aug. 2, Dale Hicks Band
Aug. 9, Motor City Soul
Aug. 16, Theo Gridiron
Aug. 23, Rick K. & The
Allnighters

Aug. 30, Magic Bus

Milford Concerts In
The Park, Milford

Central Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 27, Kari Lynch

July 11, Trilogy

July 18, Fifty Amp Fuse
July 25, Rockstar

Aug. 1, Mainstreet Soul
Aug. 15, Magic Bus

Aug. 22, Phoenix Theory
Aug. 29, Persuasion

Concerts in the Park,
South Lyon

McHattie Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.

f

June 28, Gemily

July 12, Bill Bynum & Co.
July 19, Aral Sea Divers
July 26, Fast Eddie
Aug. 2, Annie & Rod
Capps

Aug. 9, Randy Brock
Group

Aug. 16, Rich Eddy’s
Rockin' Oldies

Aug. 23, Invasion

Sounds like Summer,
Highland

Veterans Park
Concerts start at 7 p.m.
July 9: Itchycoo Park
Band

July 16: 1 V I

July 23: Toppermost
July 30: Nick Palise
Aug. 6: In Flight

Aug 13: Gypsey & the
Rockers

In the Park Summer
Concert Series,
Birmingham

Shain Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.
except for two listed at
noon

July 3, The Blue Cat

July 7, US Jazz Ambassa-
dors

July 10,12 p.m. Siloam
Pool

The Novi Concert Band performs earlier this month in Walled Lake, photos courtesy curtis drogmiller

Emily Reach joins the Jon Fett Quartet at the Milford

Concert in the Park series.

July 10, Steve Acho

July 17, Audrey Ray

July 24, Skye Island Band
July 31, Thornetta Davis
Aug. 7, Magic Bus

Aug. 14, 12 p.m. SurfZurp
Aug.14, Nobody's Busi-
ness

Sizzling Summer Art
Series, Novi

Shows start at 10:30 a.m.
Pavilion Shore

July 10, The Music Lady
Beverly Meyer

July 17, Polynesian Danc-
ers of Michigan

July 24, Musician Guy
Louis

July 31, Animal Magic
Fuerst Park

Aug. 7, Musical Duo
Gemini

Aug. 14, Rock N Roll K9s

Sounds of Summer,
Walled Lake

Hiram Simms Park
Shows start at 7 p.m.
July 10, All Directions
July 17, Laughing Mad-
men

July 24, Groove Suns
July 31, The Patrick Fitz-
gibbon Band

Aug. 7, Detroit Social
Club

Lunch Beats In Rilay
Park, Farmington

Riley Park
Shows start at noon
July 3, Mark Reitenga

CITY OF NOVI
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SURVEY
2020-24 STRATEGIC COMMUNITY
RECREATION & MASTER PARK PLAN

NOTICE

IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of

Novi has posted a public survey online at www.

cityofnovi.org/park8urvey to seek public

for the Novi Parks,

Services’ 2020-24

Recreation
Strategic

input
and Cultural
Community

Recreation & Master Park Plan.

Publish May 23. 30. June 6,13, 20, 27, July 4,11.18, 2019

July 10, Maggie McCabe
July 17, Al Carmichael
July 24, John Latini

July 31, Carly Bins

Aug. 7, Billy Brandt
Aug. 14, Sheila Landis &
Rick Matle

Aug. 21, Emmanuelle
Jacob

Rhythms In Riley
Park, Farmington

Riley Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 28, Dig A Phony
July 5, Major Dudes

July 12, Motown Eagles
July 19, Skye Island Band
July 26, Billy Mack & The
Juke Joint Johnnies
Aug. 2, Randy Brock
Group

Aug. 9, Wayback Machine
Aug. 16, The Shy

Aug. 23, Chirp

Stars In The Park,
Farmington Hills

Heritage Park

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 27, Indian Musical
Extravaganza By Jai Ho
July 11, Grizzly Goat
July 18, High School Mu-
sic Night

July 25, FCB Big Band
Aug. 1, Farmington Com-
munity Chorus

Aug. 8, TBD A Capella
Aug. 15, Stan Barnes &
Friends

The Jon Fett Quartet kicked off the Milford concerts

in the park series June 6.

Summer Concert
Series, Canton

Heritage Park

Tuesdays Are Terrific
Shows start at.11:30 a.m.
July 16, Ralph’s World
July 23, Genot Picor Sto-
ryteller

July 30, Music Man Dave
Aug. 6, Melissa Behring
Aug. 13, Story Rhythms
Thursday Night Live
Concert Series

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 27, Serious Jack
July 11, The Groove Party
July 18, Killer Flamingos
July 25, Shiny Penny
Aug, 1, Dueling Pianos
Aug. 8, Alexandria N’
Transit

Aug. 15, Trilogy

Summer Concerts,
Northville

Friday Night Concerts
Town Square (downtown
Northville)

Shows start at 7 p.m.
June 28, Bobby Murray
Band

July 12, Detroit Social
Club

July 19, Theo Gridiron
July 26, Sound Station
Aug. 2, 3rd Degree
Byrnes

Aug. 9, Gia Warner
Aug. 16, Shawn Riley
Band

Aug. 23, Steve King and
the Dittilies

Aug. 30, Social Bones
Wednesday Night Con-
certs - Northville Un-
pluggedl

July 10, Jill Jack

July 17, The Johnnies
July 24, Alex Mendenall
July 31, Matt Gabriel
Aug. 7, Sam Van Wagoner
Aug. 14, Kris Kurzawa
Duo

Aug. 21, Shawn Riley Duo
Aug. 28, Steve Taylor
Tunes on Tuesday,
Northville

Town Square

Shows start at 10:30 a.m.
July 9, Paula Doak

July 16, Kevin Devine
July 23, Paula Messner
July 30, Earth Angels
Aug. 6, Rick Kelley

Aug. 13, Eugene Clark
Aug. 20, Gliy Lewis
Aug. 27, Stephanie J

Concerts In Goudy
Park, Wayne

Goudy Park

Shows start at 7:30 p.m.
July 17, Major Woody
July 24, Theo Gridiron
July 31, Live Bullet De-
troit

Aug. 7, Rock Star #
Aug. 14, Steve King & The
Dittilies

Aug. 21, Power Play
Aug. 28, Fifty Amp Fuse

*Concerts In The Park,

Bedford

Handy Park
Shows start at 7 p.m.
July 2, Byron & Michelle
Trio

July 9, Surf Zup

July 16, Detroit Social
Club Blues Band

July 23, Fast Eddie Band
July 30, The Sympathy
Orchestra

Aug. 6, Taylor Tucky
Aug. 13, The KEG Band
Aug. 20, Sound Proof
Aug. 27, Sinjon Smith

Summer Concert
Series, Wixom

Sibley Square Park
Shows start at 7 p.m.;
June 27 at 6 p.m.

June 27, Steve Taylor
Three and Steve Acho
July 11, Magic Bus

July 18, Theo Gridiron
July 25, 2XL

Aug. 1, Kris Kurzawa
Group

Aug. 8, Steve King & The
Dittilies

Aug. 15, Chris Canas
Band

Aug. 22, Rick Kand The
Allnighters
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New Detached
Ranch Condos

From*4 4 4 ,9 90

FHnished Lower Level
Options Available

Maintenance Free Living
Limrited Time
Opening Incentives

7 Mil* Rd.

-0

6 Mile Rd.

Model & Information
Center Open Daily

248-599-0041

Robertson
Homes.com

#Pricing featured above only available on home site #47. Please see our New Home
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Some of Westland's Blg Fireworks' selection, john heider ihometownlife.com

Fireworks

Continued from Page 5A

day and Sunday the weekend before. So
that Saturday, sales were kind of meh,
because even though they gave them
that day, no one knew."

Salas not expected to be affected

While most communities have limit-
ed the number of days allowed to shoot
aerial fireworks off, Conn said he's not
expecting to see a major change in sales
at Big Fireworks. Most people buy fire-
works in late June for Independence
Day anyway, and not for other federal
holidays such as Columbus Day or
Christmas.

If anything, it might be an increase in
sales in the coming years, though prob-
ably not this year since so many con-
sumers are still learning the new law
changes.

"I don't know if it's going to increase
them this year, because people still be-
lieve it's the day before, the day of the
day after," Conn said. "Everyone ofthem
said | didn't know there was a law
change."

Konopka said he expects sales to stay
about the same if not a little better at his
store north of Eight Mile and at the tents
he opens every year in Canton and off
Territorial near Plymouth. He does hope
it grows as the number of days allowed
to shoot fireworks around Independ-

ence Day has increased.

His concern will come after. Aug. 1,
when another aspect ofthe law takes ef-
fect that allows local communities of
more than 100,000 or counties with a
population of more than 750,000 to ad-
ditionally regulate temporary struc-
tures.

It's his belief that clause could be
used to affect smaller firework sales op-
erations in the future, or worst to drive
bigger retailers to try and put business-
es like his out of business.

"It didn't specifically say what those
regulations were, so it's vague," he said.
"They gave ideas such as maybe only
five permits per city or location or so
many square miles away. But it's open
for discussion."”

After several years of seeing how the
law worked, Conn said he believes these
new changes are ones that allow for ev-
eryone to be happier with the situation
and allows for better oversight.

Despite the changes, there are always
those who decide to shoot fireworks
outside of the legal times set by their
community. Those are people, Conn
said, the industry does not support.

"Most people, especially in these
suburban areas around Detroit, they are
definitely observing the law," he said.
"It's those 1% of jerks that are lighting
them off. The industry does not like
those people.”

Contact David Veselenak at dvesele-

nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-
6728. Follow him on Twitter
(3>davidveselenak.

Jessica Konopka pulls a firework off the shelf for an order at the Michigan
Fireworks Company in Lyon Township, david veselenak ihometownlife com

Lucas Konopka pulls a firework off the shelf at the Michigan Fireworks Company
in Lyon Township, which his parents own. The business is a family business, david

VESELENAK | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Z00 to close peliguin center,
fix the faulty waterproofing

Elissa Robinson
Detroit Fr*« Pr«ss
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Detroit Zoo’s acclaimed Polk
Penguin Conservation Center will close
in September for at least nine months to
allow for waterproofing repairs, accord-
ing to a news release from the zoo.

The* repairs are needed because of
faulty waterproofing by the construc-
tion contractor Of the $32-million facil-
ity, which debuted in April 2016.

Approximately 9 gallons of ground-
water has been seeping into the building
and is being pumped out each day, the
Z0o reported.

“Unfortunately, the contractor failed
to properly waterproof the foundation,
was aware that groundwater water was
seeping into the building throughout
construction, didn't fix the problem and
failed to inform us,” said Ron Kagan, De-
troit Zoological Society executive direc-
tor and CEO.

The zoo won arbitration against De-
Maria Wharton Smith, the contractor
responsible for the problem. DeMaria is
required to make the repairs at its own
expense, the zoo reported.

The zoo's reference to “DeMaria
Wharton Smith” named a joint venture
of two companies that built the penguin
habitat: Detroit-based DeMaria Build-
ing Co., afamily-owned firm ranked 12th
largest among general contractors in
Michigan by a trade publication; and
Florida-based Wharton-Smith Inc., an-
other major general contractor, known
for building schools, government build-
ings, sports arenas and “themed attrac-
tions,” according to its website.

After completing the unusual pro-
ject, both builders received numerous
industry awards that they continue to
celebrate on their websites. On Thurs-
day afternoon, in response to Free Press
inquiries, the companies issued a com-
bined statement:

“DeMaria is proud ofthe quality work
we have completed for the Detroit Zoo-

7A 1

A penguin swims inthe new 33,000-square-foot, $32 million Polk Penguin Conservation Center at the Detroit Zoo in Royal

Oak in April 2016. The center will close for nine months to repair faulty waterproofing, regina h boone/detroit free press

logical Society over the past two dec-
ades.

“Thejoint venture of DeMaria/Whar-
ton-Smith has received numerous acco-
lades from industry trade media on the
work performed on the Polk Penguin
Conservation Center. Regrettably, work
completed by subcontractors on the
Center resulted in leakage requiring re-
pairs.

"The Detroit Zoological Society and
the Joint Venture of DeMaria/Wharton-
Smith agreed through mediation to
make repairs to correct the issue of wa-
ter infiltration. The repairs will be per-
formed by the Joint Venture, mutually

St« ZOO, Page 11A
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Phillip Garcia, left, and his father, Robert Garcia, of Commercial Construction Inc., pose in their office, gittis benedict/1ivingston daily

Family business
breaks into
power Industry

State program helps company expand customer base

Robert Garcia
talks about
tha company
that has
benefited
from the
statewide
Pure
Michigan
Business
Connect
initiative, at
the Green
Oak Township
plant on
Thursday.
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and Professional
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CuUnwy Arts W #
World Lanouaoes
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For more information, call 734-462-4448
or visit www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd

Schoolcraft
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Jennifer Timer Livingston Daily | USA TODAY
NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A family-run industrial millwright
and rigging service business based in
Green Oak Township has broken into a
lucrative market, the power industry.

When Robert Garcia Sr. started Com-
mercial Construction Inc. about 23
years ago, he primarily worked for com-
panies in the automotive sector.

Garcia said he’s been looking for
years to grow the business in the area of
power generation.

Commercial Construction now in-
stalls and maintains power plant equip-
ment for both DTE and Consumers En-
ergy.

Garcia said participating in the Mich-
igan Economic Development Corpora-
tion’s Pure Michigan Business Connect
program was the catalyst that allowed
them to make connections with key
players and diversify his company’s
customer base.

Last month, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist,
DTE and Consumers Energy announced
a $15 billion commitment to invest in
Michigan business in the next five
years.

Garcia was selected to speak at the
annual Mackinac Policy Conference and
represent Michigan companies that
have grown due to the MEDC program
and investments from the two utility
companies.

Contracts with the power companies
have brought Garcia’'s company more
business, and additional revenue from
DTE and Consumers Energy helped
Garcia relocate from a 8,000-square-
foot facility in Milford to their current
facility in a 26,000-square-foot build-
ing on about seven acres at 7428 Ken-
sington Road.

"We've doubled or tripled the volume
ofbusiness from Milford to here," Garcia
said, and they have about doubled their
staff by hiring 25 more people.

“The majority ofthe jobs have been in
the skilled trades and project manage-
ment,” he said.

His son and employee Phillip Garcia
said they have been able to spread some
of their success around.

"We have subcontractors, pipe fit-
ters, crane companies and others, so it
trickles down,” Phillip Garcia said.

Sons Robert Jr. and Gary Garcia, as
well as Robert Sr.’s wife, Gina Garcia, ail
work for the company.

Commercial Construction Inc. has
also been able to purchase expensive
equipment and tools, Phillip Garcia
said.

"Various capital expenditures, reno-
vations, tools and even new hires have
been a direct result of doing business

with Consumers and DTE,” he said.

Robert Garcia said securing work
with Consumers Energy was a direct re-
sult of his business’s participation in
the Pure Michigan Business Connect
initiative.

“Itgot usinfront of the supply chain,”
he said. “The initiative set up opportu-
nities for us to meet with commodity
suppliers, which is a rarity.”

He said the initiative also connected
the company to a potential opportunity
to expand work out of state.

“We've prequalified with Kansas City
Power and Light Company (to submit
quotes for work) and we're in the proc-
ess of bidding.... It's the first outside of
Michigan, so it's going to be huge for us,”
he said.

He declined to say how much DTE
and Consumers Energy have invested in
their business.

A new $15 billion commitment

Consumers Energy and DTE have
committed to each spend $L5 billion an-
nually with Michigan suppliers through
2024, according to a release from
MEDC.

"Those include suppliers that are
more than halfowned by people who are
racial minorities, women, military vet-
erans and who are LGBTQ,” the release
states.

DTE committed $2.5 billion and Con-
sumers Energy committed $1.5billion in
spending with diverse suppliers in the
next five years.

Robert Garcia said his family heritage
is Hispanic, and he was bom in Texas to
a father who worked in the skilled
trades.

DTE and Consumers Energy are
founding members of the Pure Michigan
Business Connect program, which
launched in 2011, and have previously
committed and spent $11 billion with
suppliers in Michigan, according to the
release.

Consumers Energy has spent more
than $5 billion with Michigan compa-
nies in the last four years, Patti Poppe,
president and CEO, said in the release.

“Our investment in Michigan busi-
nesses has created or retained 24,000
jobs over the past nine years,” Gerard
Anderson, DTE's chairman and CEO,
said in the press. "We look forward to
continuing to create growth opportuni-
ties for hard-working business owners
in our state, and we will continue to urge
our large suppliers to focus sourcing
from within Michigan as well.”

Connections between suppliers and
purchasers made through the Pure

Sn BUSINESS, Pag* 11A
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Legacy Center Is expanding again

Complex to add basketball,
volleyball courts in $6M
multisport facility

Jennifer Timer uvinoiton Daily |usa today
NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Legacy Center Sports Complex is
growing again.

This time, ownership of the large
multisport facility is adding a 76,050-
square-foot basketball and volleyball
center to the Green Oak Township facil-
ity. The project will cost approximately
$6 million.

Droo Callahan, the complex's direc-
tor of sports, said they have club basket-
ball teams, but they have been practic-
ing and playing games in area high
school gymnasiums.

“We've been limited in our basketball
footprint in the state,” Callahan said.

The Legacy Center’s basketball pro-
gram has been able to have as many as
15 club basketball teams in the winter
season. Callahan said there are at least
eight teams during fall and spring.

“We'll have an opportunity to have an
awesome experience and bring in col-
lege coaches to see them easier,” he said.

The new basketball and volleyball
center will feature eight hardwood bas-
ketball courts that can be converted into
16 volleyball courts.

It will also have a mezzanine with
bleachers where spectators can watch
games from above and other seating
areas on the floor.

The addition will have a concession
stand, team rooms and restrooms, along
with pitching tunnels that the com-
plex's baseball program can use.

‘Go big or go home’

Kristen Althouse, the complex’s di-
rector of volleyball, says her volleyball
program has 13 club teams this year.

Althouse forecasts doubling the
number of teams after the basketball
and volleyball center opens.

“Go big or go home. ...It will increase
the number of teams in our annual vol-
leyball tournament in mid-May,” Al-
thouse said. “We can probably double
the size of the tournament.”

She also hopes to add boy’s volley-
ball.

“With more courts, we can expand
into an untapped market,” she stud.

She said she is excited the Legacy
Center will have hardwood courts for
volleyball. They currently have three
plastic courts that are placed over artifi-
cial turfin a sports dome on the proper-

Girl'svolleyball teams are in the com-
plex’s Legends Volleyball Organization,
the official name of the Legacy Center's
volleyball program.

“We are quickly expanding out of the
dome,” she said. “Our courts right now
are regulation size, inside the lines, but
we also need outside lines to be able to
teach and grow the game."

The Legacy Center is expected to
break ground on the addition this sum-
mer. *

Callahan said the plan is to have it
complete in time for volleyball in Janu-

ary.
Years of growth

The Legacy Center has undergone
several large expansions costing mil-
lions since opening in 2013.

The complex features:

1A 101,000-square-foot  indoor
sports field house
I A 104,000-square-foot inflated

dome with artificial turf
I A 15,000-square-foot baseball and
softball training facility

An architectural rendering shows what the Legacy Center Sports Complex’s future basketball and volleyball center will
look like after construction is COmplete, courtesy the legacy center sports complex

Droo Callahan, director of sports at the
Legacy Center Sports Complex, and
Kristen Althouse, director of
volleyball, discuss architectural
renderings of a new center for
volleyball and basketball courts on
June 10.

GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

| Outdoor fields for sports such as
football, soccer, lacrosse

| Outdoor baseball and softball fields

| Outdoor sand volleyball courts

A medical wellness and fitness cen-
ter could be built in the next few years,
Callahan said.

Township looking into now field
lighting

Green Oak Township Supervisor
Mark St. Charles said the township has
received a few complaints from resi-
dents living adjacent to the Legacy Cen-
ter about the brightness of LED field
lights installed last summer.

“We are taking readings at night to
make sure they are in compliance with
their planned unit development agree-
ment,” St. Charles said.

He said if there is an issue, they will
work with the complex to resolve any
potential problem.

Contact Livingston Daily reporter
Jennifer Timar at 517-548-7148 or atjli-
mar(a>livingstondaily.com.

State offers free nicotine patches,
gum to encourage smokers to quit

Anna Bauman petroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Smokers can get free nicotine patch-
es, gum or lozenges this summer from a
state department urging Michiganders
to ditch the habit.

The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services is offering the free
products as part ofa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention campaign
aimed at educating people about smok-
ing-related diseases.

Anyone can call the Michigan Tobac-
co Quitline at 800-QUIT-NOW, or 800-
784-8669, to receive up to eight weeks
of the free nicotine products through
Sept. 30. The Quitline, available 24/7, is
staffed with English, Arabic and Span-

ish-speaking counselors and offers on-
line coaching or text messaging.

“As a physician and public health
professional, | know all too well the ter-
rible toll of smoking,” said Joneigh Khal-
dun, the department’s chief medical ex-
ecutive and chief deputy director for
health. “MDHHS is committed to help-
ing Michiganders quit tobacco products
and reduce their risk of tobacco-related
illnesses like cancer and heart disease.”

Smoking is the leading cause of pre-
ventable death and disease in the na-
tion. It kills about 480,000 people every
year.

About 68% of smokers say they want
to quit.

More information
Michigan.gov/tobacco.

is available at

Kristen Althouse, director of volleyball at the Legacy Center Sports Complex in
Green Oak Township, talks on June 10, 2019 about the plan to build a new
structure to house numerous volleyball and basketball courts, giiis
BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY
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Dave and Kris Smith of Farmington Hills, with their son, Mike, and grandson, Micah, at Michigan Lottary headquarters after winning Mega Millions, submitted

New Farmington Hills millionaire
plans to splurge on chicken dinner

Susan Bromlay
Hom«townlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Dave Smith of Farmington Hills won
$3 million this month, but he isn’t doing
what many lottery winners do.

The systems engineer manager for a
large computer company didn’t quit his
job.

He isn’'t buying a new house, car or
boat. .

His biggest vacation plan this sum-

mer isn't a trip around the world with a
meal at a 3-star Michelin restaurant, but
a first-time visit to Frankenmuth and a
chicken dinner at Zehnder's.

“Most people just say goodbye to
their job, but my plan even before the
money was to work another two to four
years and that is still my plan,” he said.

His wife Kris will also keep her job
working in a forensic psychiatric unit
for the state of Michigan. The couple
celebrated their 28th anniversary Sat-
urday and Dave says he will likely give

% USATODAY NETWORK | msors '
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Kris what he always does — a card with
cash. This time, he might increase the
amount enclosed from $20 to $30, he
laughs.

The $10 increase would be a buck
more than what he spent when he
bought three easy picks in the Mega
Millions game online at $2 apiece, and
added the multiplier option for $1 each.
Using the multiplier would triple his
winnings, and as it was, that extra dollar
netted him an extra $2 million.

“It was the best investment | ever
made,” he laughed.

Smith has played the lottery for
years, in the past buying tickets at gas
stations when the jackpot was large,
compiling the paper slips in his wallet
until it was full, and then scanning en
masse weeks or months later when his
wallet got too full. The most he had won
previously was $200.

'‘Holy mackerel'

On June n, after a lunch conversation
with a work colleague who told him his
cousin who had struggled financially all
his life had just won $1 million, Smith
played Mega Millions using the Michi-
gan Lottery app.

He went to bed before the Il p.m.
drawing that night and the next morn-
ing while preparing for meetings, went
online to see if he had matched any
numbers. He had not matched a single
number in his first two plays, but as he
scrolled to the final play, five ofthe white
ball numbers were lit up, with a notifica-
tion telling him he had won $3 million.
The prize is thg largest ever won online
through the Michigan Lottery. He
couldn’t believe his eyes.

“The font size was really small,”
Smith recalled. "l said, ‘Holy mackerel,
did that say $3 million?!””

He called Kris, who was driving and
initially became angry with her hus-
band. She believed he was trying to pull
one over on her, as she would some-
times do to him when she had to get car
repairs and telling him the bill was going
to be $3,000 before saying, “Just kid-
ding.” She made him send a screenshot
of the lottery notification and then
pulled off the highway to look at it. And
yet she still didn't believe it for another
10 minutes.

Having convinced his wife, Smith,
who was on his way to a work meeting,
called the friend from lunch the previ-
ous day who was also going to the meet-
ing. When he shared that he had won $3
million, his friend told him to skip the*
meeting, he would cover it, and to avoid
getting in an accident on the way home.

Although he had just realized the
most amazing financial fortune of his
life, Smith felt an accident wbuld be just
his luck and even recalls driving
through a construction zone in Kalama-
zoo where he had to swerve to miss a
hubcap that fell off someone’s vehicle.

At home, he and Kris tried to grasp
the meaning of having won $3 million.

“It was overwhelming and it put us in
such a state we were only semi-rational,
if 8 all sorts of emotions,” Smith said.
“We really didn’t know what to do.”

Last Friday, Dave and Kris Smith
went to Michigan Lottery headquarters
in Lansing to pick up their check, which
ended up at about $2450,000 after tax-
es. They took the check to the bank,
which he recalled as “hilarious.”

When Smith got up to the teller, she
didn’t look at the check but asked if he
had filled out a deposit form. There
weren’t enough squares for the amount,
but he squeezed it in as best he could. As
the teller finally looked at the check, she
simply stared. She then excused herself,
walked away and moments later, he was
escorted from the line into a private of-
fice, where employees immediately be-
gan trying to sell him financial services,
but he wanted only to deposit the mon-

ey.
Practicality, but maybe a splurge

The Smiths have no extravagant
plans for their windfall. They are going
to do some home repairs such as a new
roof on their deck, new carpeting, and
painting in one fell swoop instead of
staggered as they may have done before.
They are also putting a college fund to-
gether for their grandson Micah. But
otherwise, they have their eyes on re-
tirement and “building some kind of
pension,” which neither currently have,
and preserving the principal and living
off the interest.

Meanwhile, they are back to work
and planning their trip to Frankenmuth,
where they’ll stay at the waterpark and
have the Zehnder's chicken dinner for
the first time.

When pressed about setting his
sights a little further, Smith says maybe
they will take that riverboat tour of Ger-
many that Kris has always dreamed of.

“l am kind of a practiced guy,” he said,
but as he thinks about it more, he ac-
knowledges also a fascination with cer-
tain parts of Asia and Europe and notes
he would like to go to Vietnam, and
Spain and Portugal.

Mostly, he is feeling more relaxed,
with a weight lifted off his shoulders re-
garding retirement so near.

"Even though we were in pretty good
shape, you always worry about how long
do you work, do you have enough? How
much will healthcare cost?” he said.
“These are the questions you ask, and
you don’'t know the answers... There are
a lot of unknowns and it took some
weight off that”

His family and friends have been
supportive, with only an outpouring of
good wishes. He and Kris are grateful
that no one has looked at or treated
them any differently, because they val-
ue their relationships, and in the end,
aside from that solid footing for their re-
tirement, nothing has changed.

People dream about winning the lot-
tery and he did, too, wondering what it
would be like to win. Now he knows, but
he will keep playing.

"Does lightning strike twice?” he
wonders. “l guess we will find out.”

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley<a>hometoumlife.com. Follow her on
Twitter (pSusanBromleylO.



Commerce Township woman
missing since Friday

Susan Vala
Hom«townlif* com
USA TOOAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Oakland County deputies are seek-
ing help finding Alice Phillips, 41, of
Commerce Township.

They said in a press release they
were dispatched Saturday morning to
the 2800 block of Pinto Drive near
Union Lake and Commerce Roads be-
cause Phillips left for awalk Friday eve-
ning and hadn't returned.

Phillips’ husband said she had been
holding his gun and a single bullet be-
fore she left their home, apparently for
a walk.

He told deputies he managed to re-
trieve the weapon. Thep, within min-
utes, she went for a walk.

He wasn’t alarmed because she fre-
quently walks during the evening.

When she failed to return home, he
told deputies he called 9-1-L His wife
had left their home without her cell
phone, house keys, personal identifica-
tion cards, money or credit cards.

She apparently suffers from depres-
sion and refuses to take the recom-
mended medication. Police said there

were other signs she
may have been suicidal.
The husband stated

' he had already searched

her usual walking

routes. * Deputies
A searched foot trails us-
Phillips ing a township auxiliary
Oakland vehicle. They also
county checked local stores and
sheriff's restaurants without suc-
office * cess. Searches con-

tinued through Sunday,

including several local park's.
He told deputies he last saw his wife,
Alice Phillips, wearing a blue and grey

. sweatshirt and blue jeans. She stands

at 5 feet 3 inches tall, weighs 120
pounds and has shoulder-length au-
burn hair. - **

She also has a large tattoo of a rose
with top hat on an upper arm.

Anyone with information is asked to
call the Oakland County Sheriff Office
at 248-858-4911.

Contact Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Follow her on  Twitter
(ftsusanvela.

Penguins from the Detroit Zoo’s Polk Penguin Conservation Center will be
rehomed while construction is done on the facility, corydon martin

Continued from Page 7A

agreed upon with the Zoo."

The Polk Penguin Conservation
Center will remain open through the
summer and close Sept. 9. It will reopen
in mid-June of next year after repairs
are complete.

The penguins will live in the zoo's
former penguinarium while the new fa-
cility is being repaired. The penguins
will not be available for visitor viewing
during that time.

The Polk Penguin Conservation
Center is home to 75 king, rockhopper,
macaroni and gentoo penguins.

Contact Elissa Robinson:

Penguins from the Detroit Zoo’s Polk
Penguin Conservation Center will be
rehomed while construction is done

on the facility, jennie miller

erobinson@freepress.com. Follow her
on Twitter @lissa218. Want to read
more from Elissa? Click here — and
then sign up for our Woodward248 and
Joint Venture newsletters.

From loft, Commercial Construction Inc. president and CEO Robert Garcia and
sons Phillip and Gary pose in front of several cranes Thursday in the Green Oak
Township facility, photos by gillis benedict/livingston daily

Business

Continued from Page 8A

Michigan Business Connect program
have generated more than $8 billion in
new contracts and purchase orders and
created or retained more than 40,000
jobs in Michigan, according to the re-
lease.

"Expanding opportunities for the di-

verse range of business owners right
here in Michigan is critical to ensuring
the success of our state," Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer said in the release. "l applaud
DTE and Consumers Energy for their
tremendous support of Michigan sup-
pliers and continued engagement in
Pure Michigan Business Connect."
Contact Livingston Daily reporter
Jennifer Timor at 517-548-7148 oratfti-
mar@livingstondaily.com.
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Strawberries on sale at the Detroit Eastern Market jessica j. trevino, Detroit free
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Pick-your-own strawberries
are ripe for summer harvest

° *

Susan Selasky
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Let’s hear a big cheer for local straw-
berries. Those sweet little gems of sum-
mer are finally here.

Mother Nature has kissed the straw-
berry fields with some sunshine, and
many of the pick-your-own strawber-
ries in and near southeast Michigan are
ripe for harvest. Most of the farms are
reporting that they officially opened on
Friday —the first day of summer. The
weather for picking conditions for the
next several days looks promising.

Strawberries are late this year due to
the cool weather. It's the latest season
start in decades. Ifyou plan on heading
out to a farm, be sure to check website
and phone ahead for availability. Also,
since strawberries are delicate, most
farms have a guide on the best way to
pick them and the best way to handle
and store after picking.

Here is where you can pick your own
strawberries:

DeGroot’s Strawberries, 4232 Bull
Run, Gregory. 517-223-3508 or
www.degrootsstrawberries.com.

Diederich Berry and Produce
Farm, 3537 Morrice Road, Webberville.
517-521-4667.

Blake's Orchard & Cider Mill, 17985
Armada Center Road, Armada. 586-

LetllsJlelp

784-5343 or www.blakefarms.com.

Blake’s Big Apple Orchard, 71485
North Ave., Armada. 586-784-9710 or
www. blakefarms.com.

Blake’s Orchard & Cider Mill, 17985
Armada Center Road, Armada. 586-
784-5343 or www.blakefarms.com.

Blake’s Almont U-Pick Farm and
Garden Center, 5590 Van Dyke, Al-
mont. 810-798-3251 or
www.blakefarms.com.

Middleton Berry Farm, 4790 Oak-
wood, Ortonville. 248-831-1004 or
www.middletonberryfarm.com.

Rowe’s Produce Farm, 10570 Martz,
Ypsilanti. 734-482-8538 or
www.rowesproducefarm.com.

Spicer Orchards, 10411 Clyde, Fen-
ton. 810-632-7692 or
www.spicerorchards.com.

Verellen Orchards & Cider Mill,
63260 Van Dyke, Washington Town-
ship. 586-752-2989 or
www.verellenorchards.com.

Westview Orchards, 65075 Van
Dyke, Washington Township. 586-752-
3123or www.westvieworchards.com.

Whittaker’s Berry Farm, .6724
Todd, lda. 734-269-6612 or
www.whittakersberryfarm.com.

Contact food writer Susan Selasky:
at 313-222-6872 or sselasky@free-
press.com. Follow @SusanMariecooks
on Twitter.

Yau B

Vore Indgpenoent

YEARS

WALK INTUBS $1500 OHH

N on your new walk-in tub with one day installation
I 7 7 los
$1000 °* $500
| OnAll Curved STAIRLIFTS On All Straight STAIRLIFTS
Navigator

call by June 50th for limited time savings!

(248)

372-9246


mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
http://www.degrootsstrawberries.com
http://www.blakefarms.com
http://www.blakefarms.com
http://www.blakefarms.com
http://www.blakefarms.com
http://www.middletonberryfarm.com
http://www.rowesproducefarm.com
http://www.spicerorchards.com
http://www.verellenbrchards.com
http://www.westvieworchards.com
http://www.whittakersberryfarm.com
mailto:erobinson@freepress.com
mailto:mar@livingstondaily.com

12A | THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 |

OAK MEDIA

(nnnr)

Maybury Farm visitor Jolene Regnier, 21 months, scratches her head after getting an affectionat nuzzle from a goat during a June 5visit, john heider |

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Farm

Continued from Page 1A

that the animals are healthy and happy.”

Citing human resources restrictions,
NCF board members have remained
tight-lipped about the reasons for the
termination of Kem, whose January fo-

w tm m

Your stuff out
and back in

Locked Storage

rum was attended by close to 100 peo-
ple, the majority Kem supporters.

The farm is owned by the state of
Michigan, which partnered with the
NCF on a 45-year lease in 2003 under
the condition that the state could con-
duct inspections.

From the outset of her involvement
with the farm, Kern said she was disap-
pointed in the NCF board’s “limited un-

WNKSTOM - WCROCR

Your stuff
securely onsite

Your
GARAGE
PATIO
DRIVEWAY
BASEMENT
POOL DECK
SIDE WALK

The LIFETIME warranted QATORGUARD system IS a layered
seamless surface that creates a FOREVER-BOND. The result
is a beautiful surface that has the strength to repel almost
anything while looking NEW for many years to come.

CeHtoday fora

- Estimate*.

Pilus receive an atklitional

derstanding of how the farm operated.”

Wallace countered those comments
by emphasizing that the farm has never
been more robust than during the post-
Kern era.

"Our priority from the start has been
the health and safety of the animals,
and to provide them with the very best
care we can,” Wallace said. "We also
want to do what’s best for our employ-
ees.

“I'm a firm believer that Maybury
Farm needed to do what it needed to do
(in response to the firing of Kern). It'san
HR (human resources) issue, so | can't
speak to the details, but we all wish
(Kern) well. I'm glad she’s doing what
she wants now. She's doing what's in
her best interest and we’re doing what's
in the farm's best interest.”

Wallace said the farm has not lost one
volunteer as a result of Kem’s dismissal.

Rob Lindman, who Kem hired as the
farm’s head of maintenance just weeks
before her departure (he was retained
by the NCF after being re-interviewed),
said that the farm passed a recent state
inspection with flying colors.

“The Department of Natural Re-
sources inspector told us that the farm

is looking better than it has at this time
of the year in quite a while,” Lindman
said. “They conducted a thorough in-
spection ofthe farm, going from room to
room, checking to see if fire extinguish-
ers were working, the animals were
properly cared for ... things like that.”

In addition to the 105 animals that
make the farm their home, Wallace said
the farm has added popular programs
that have invigorated attendance.

“We recently held a farm festival that
was attended by close to 1,500 people,”
Wallace said. “We've added several new
offerings, including yoga for children.

“Unlike some petting farms in the
area, this is aworking farm. Animals are
moved out and new ones brought in,
just like at any working farm. The fruits
and vegetables we grow are picked by
our visitors.

“The No. 1goal of the NCF is to make
this place a great destination for visi-
tors, a great home for our animals and a
great place to work for our employees
and volunteers.”

Contact Ed Wright at eaw-
right(3>hometownlife.com or 517-375
m3

Maybury Farm animal worker Rachel Moran brings in Scotty the Clydsdale horse
to meet some ViSitOrS, john heider ihometownlife com
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Northville tennis coach Linda Jones retires

Andrew Vailllencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville tennis coach Linda Jones
has a lot more sun in her future.

The three-time state champion and
2019 Michigan tennis coach of the year
has decided to retire from coaching at
Northville, along with her husband Dan,
who was an assistant coach, and will
move to Florida.

She enjoyed an illustrious 11-year ca-
reer with the Mustangs and first started
coaching the JV team before taking the
varsity job in 2014. Grosse Pointe South
girls tennis coach and Michigan High
School Coaches Association Hall of
Fame member Mark Sobieralski, who
has won eight different coach of the year
awards and four state titles of his own
(including this year), said Jones put
Northville girls tennis on the map, turn-

Plymouth’s
Miller
named lax
Coach of
the Year

Andrew Vailllencourt
HometownlifE.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plymouth boys lacrosse coach Ray
Miller has been named the 2019 US
Lacrosse Michigan Coach of the Year
after he led the Wildcats to the state
quarterfinals.

Miller's team won its division in
the KLAA, won a regional champion-
ship and set a school record for wins
in a season.

“lam very humbled and honored to
have earned this prestigious award
this season,” Miller said. “To me, this
honor means that my fellow coaches
and the lacrosse community have rec-
ognized and appreciated the great
strides our program has taken these
past three years.”

It was the first time in school histo-
ry that Plymouth won the KLAA East
Division. The Wildcats finished with
a record of 17-5.

“Even though this award highlights
only myself, | feel our hard-working,

See LACROSSE, Peg* 5B

Plymouth coach Ray Miller lifts up the
regional championship trophy after his
team beat Saline 19-12. michae1
VASILNEK/ SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ing the Mustangs into one of the best
programs in the entire state.

Since becoming the team’s head
coach, Jones led the team to a top five
finish in the state every year. The Mus-
tangs came in fifth in 2014, won the
state championship in 2015, 2017 and
2018, was runner up in 2016 and finished
fourth this season.

In addition to being the 2019 state
coach ofthe year, Jones was also named
regional coach of the year four times, in-
cluding in both 2018 and 2019.

She felt that this was the right time to
retire and move on after her grandchil-
dren graduated this year from the Ply-
mouth-Canton school district. She and
her husband have a place in the Villages
in Florida where they will spend time re-
laxing, volunteering and maybe even do
some assistant coaching. She said they
have friends down there and that it's
like recess for them.

PREP BASEBALL

"It was the perfect breaking time for
us,” Jones said. “We can run and play
again.”

Jones retired from Ford in 2007 but
decided to stay near her grandchildren
and help raise them.

She gave a lot of credit to her hus-
band Dan for being a great assistant and
helping her throughout their coaching
career.

“He always helped me with all the
coaching responsibilities,” Jones said.
“He was terrific to work with. He's my
best friend.”

She said that they would travel up to
Midland to watch the state champion-
ships and picked up things they wanted
to implement over the years. When she
started as the varsity coach, that first
year was spent encouraging the girls to
believe in her vision and after that, the

See TENNIS, Pag* 4B

Northville tennis coach Linda Jones
won three state titles and placed in the
top five in the state in every year she
coached the Mustangs.

COURTESY OF LINDA JONES

Quite a few Hometown stars made the lineup for the MHSAA All Star Game at Detroit's Comerica Park on June 20,
including players from Westland John Glenn, Detroit Country Day, Birmingham Brother Rice and Salem High.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Local players shine at
All-Star game In Detroit

Andrew Vailllencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It will be a night to remember for

the 50 Michigan High School base-

ball all-stars, who were awarded the
opportunity to close out the season
at Comerica Park in Detroit Thursday
night.

The players were split into two

teams, East and West, and played a

nine inning ballgame at the stadium
the Detroit Tigers call home. The East

All-Stars came out victorious, de-

feating the West 11-3.

The West team got the scoring

started, getting two runs in the sec-
ond inning, but the East took over af-
ter that, scoring three in the third and
never looking back. A five-run sev-
enth inning blew the game open.

Almost a dozen players from the
Hometown Life coverage area partic-
ipated in the game, nine on the East
and two on the West. Two of the
game’s biggest contributors hailed
from the Plymouth-Canton school
district.

To add even more local flavor, No-
vi's Sophie Psiakis sang the National
Anthem and God Bless America.

The East squad also featured two
area coaches. Leading the East was

Livonia Franklin’'s Matt Fournier,
who was joined by John Glenn coach
Lawrence SchefFer as an assistant. .
Fournier said that it was an honor
to be selected as the East coach and
that it was even more special he got
to attend with his son, Cal. He placed
an emphasis on making sure the kids
enjoyed the experience and had fun,
and ran the game just like the MLB
managers do during the MLB All-Star
game. Everyone on both rosters
played a good portion of the game.
Here's a rundown of all 11 players
with a recap on their performance:

See BASEBALL, Page 2B
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Continued from Page 1B
Nat* Blein, Canton, East

Blain was one of the game’s most productive
players. He played the back half of the game and
went 2-for-2 at the plate with a double, RBI single,
two steals and two runs. His speed and power were
both on display. Blain will play baseball at Madonna.

“It was awesome, it was my first time playing at
Comerica Park," Blain said. “It's been a while since a
Canton Chief was selected for the all-star game, so
that was pretty awesome to hear. It felt awesome, |
was playing with alot of good players and | felt like |
stood out tonight and that-made me feel good."

Bobby Cavin, Livonia Stavanson, East

The Spartans catcher played the second half of
the game and had three at-bats out of the cleanup
spot. He went I-for-2 with a walk, single and a steal
— his first of the year. He will play baseball at Oak-
land University.

“It's very humbling,” Cavin said. “It's a great last
hurrah in high school baseball to play with and
against a bunch of my friends. It's mind-blowing to
play on a field where MLB guys that | looked up to my
entire life play.”

Aaron Dolnay, Datroit Country Day, East

Dolney, who is Nebraska bound, started the game
at catcher. He went I-for-2 in his two at-bats, col-
lecting a single.

"It means alotto me because I'm coming out here
and competing with the best of the best in the state
of Michigan and seeing who the other competition
is,” Dolney said. “In any old high school game there's
one or two really good kids on each team, but here,
up and down each lineup, calling pitches, it's hard to
pitch around kids —there's no easy guys to get out.”

Alax Finnay, Cranbrook, East

Finney entered in the second halfofthe game and
had two at-bats. He went 1-for-l with a single and a
walk, and scored arun. He is headed to Ohio Univer-
sity. . .

"It's an amazing feeling, a lot of guys my size get
overlooked and it just feels great to be out here with
all the big guys,” Finney said. “It feels great, it's an
amazing experience.”

Tito Floras, Brother Rica, East

Flores started the game in center field and hit
third for the East team. He went O-for-2 with a pair
of flyouts and had an error in the field. He was the
le&der and star player for the Warriors this season,
who reached the state semifinals, and will play
baseball at Michigan, which is currently in the Col-
lege World Series.

“It's a great honor to be out here playing with the
guys you've played against or played with some or
most ofyour life,” Flores said. “ Coming out here, you
feel like a kid in a candy store, you get the clubhouse
treatment, you come out here for pregame and
you're stretching and you're just like wow. It's a
blessing to be out here and I'm super thankful to be
selected.”

Cal Fourniar, Livonia Franklin, East

Fournier, who made the game with his dad,
played in the outfield during the second half of the
game and went O-for-2 in his two plate appear-
ances. He will attend Madonna.

"It’'s ahuge honor to be considered one ofthe best
seniors in the state of Michigan,” Fournier said. “To
be able to come out here was truly awesome, | felt
like a big leaguer on the field, it was great. ... (My
dad) isthe reason why I fell in love with baseball and
playing for him these past few years for high school
and getting to play here for my last game with him,
it's awesome."

Nasir Fredarick, Wayna Memorial, East

The speedy outfielder played center field during
the second halfof the game. He made a couple nice
running catches and had two at-bats out of the lead-
offspot. He went O-for-I, but reached twice, once on
a walk and once after he made it safely to first on a
dropped third strike. He also scored two runs. He'll
play baseball at Coastal Carolina University.

“It’'s an honor to be out here with all my friends
that I've met through the game of baseball," Freder-
ick said. “It felt great. | felt really loose out here, |
gotta put on a show for my family because they're all
here. It's a big league field, so | have to make it look
good.”

Cartton Harper, Salem, East

Harper had arguably the game's biggest hit. He
started at third base for the East and hit second. He
went I-for-2 with a 2-run triple that gave the East a
3-2 lead in the third inning. Harper is headed to Long
Island University Brooklyn. -

“It feels amazing, last year | came here and it was
just a dream of mine to make it. Once | found out |
was in it, | was extremely excited and couldn’t wait
to play,” Harper said. “It felt great (to get the triple), |
was behind in the count and | got back even and |
knew he was going to throw me a fastball and he left
it up and | hjt it out front and drove it to the right
center gap. My speed allowed me to get a triple.

With both Harper and Blain standing out, Harper
says it shows that the Plymouth Canton schools are
a great place to be for baseball.

“It says P-CEP isareally good district for baseball,
alot of good players come out of here and the KLAA
too,” Harper said. “I'm excited to represent my
school”

(nnnr)

Stavenson Spartan Bobby Cavan watches a foul ball
exit the playing field at Comerica.

Livonia
Franklin player
Cal Fournier
takes a swing.

Dirt flies from his cleats as Brother Rice player Tito
Flores follows the arc of his hit and heads for first base
during the MHSAA All Star Game at Comerica Park.

Detroit Country Day’s Aaron Dolney was behind the
plate for a few innings at Comerica.

Salem High player Cartton Harper takes a swing on
June 20 at Comerica Park.

Chad Stevens, John Glenn, East

The Rockets ace did it all for the East team. He
started at DH, batting in the five-spot, pitched an
inning and played right field. He walked twice at the
plate. On the mound, he pitched one inning and al-
lowed two runs on two hits while striking out one.
He is going to Hillsdale College.

“I'm honored to be selected to play in this game,
not many people get to be selected for this game and
| just had a blast,” Stevens said. “Being out here is
probably one of the best experiences of my life. The
guys I'm around are great ballplayers, | actually
learned alot from them, they're great players. This is
definitely an opportunity of a lifetime. You dream of
playing in the bigs as a kid and now I'm playing in a
big league stadium, so | feel like a little kid again, it’'s
like a dream come true.”

Trent Farquhar, Lakeland, West
Farquhar played the second half of the ~ame and

had two plate appearances. He went I-for-2 with a
single. He will play baseball at Bowling Green Uni-

Lakeland Nigh player Trent Farghuar takes a cut at a
pitch. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Nate Blain celebrates just as he crosses the plate,
scoring a run.

After swinging
and missing a
third strike, that
the catcher
missed, Wayne
Memorial's Nasir
Fredrick takes
off for first base
- and is safe on
a throwing
error.

Westland John Glenn Chad Stevens pitched, played
in the outfield and batted at the All Star Game. Here
he warms up in right field.

South Lyon
right fielder
Nate Logan
SCoops up a
basehit that
reaches him in
foul territory
during the
MHSAA All Star
Game.

versity.

“It was awesome,” Farquhar said. “Being selected
to the game is agreat honor that | didn’t take lightly.
My motto is you deserve everything you earn. ..
Playing with all these legit guys and great competi-
tion was awesome. They're all great guys, great
teammates, | love playing with them.”

Nat* Logan, South Lyon, W att

Logan started in right field for the West and hit
ninth. He made some nice catches in the field and
went O-for-1 with a flyout in his only at-bat. He is
headed to Grand Valley State University.

“It was atremendous honor being named to such
an elite team with such great talent,” Logan said. “It
was an amazing experience playing in front of my
friends and family and playing alongside some of
the most talented guys in the state at such an in-
credible venue was an experience I'll never forget.”

Reach Andrew Vailliencourt at avaiUienc@>home-
townlife.com, 810-923-0659. Follow him on Twitter
(B)AndrewVcourt.
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Novi’s Pheiffer named soccer coach of the year

Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com .
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After leading Novi to its second
straight state championship, Novi
girls soccer coach Todd Pheiffer has
been named Large School Coach ofthe
Year by the Michigan High School Soc-
cer Coaches Association (MIHSSCA).

It'sthe second year inarow Pheiffer
has taken home the award.

“l am extremely honored to be se-
lected as the Large School Coach of
the Year by the Michigan High School
Soccer Coaches Association for the
second year in a row” Pheiffer said.
"To be selected by my fellow coaches
for this award is very humbling be-
cause there are so many great high
school coaches that give up so much
oftheir time to help students not only
be better athletes, but be better people
as well. Even though I am the one re-
ceiving this award, this award repre-
sents all of the hard work, commit-
ment and dedication that the girls
have put into this program. | have
been so lucky to have been able to
work with such amazing student-ath-
letes at Novi High School and ifitwere
not for them, | would not have had all
the successes | have had as their
coach”

Novi finished off an undefeated
season by beating KLAA foe Plymouth
in the state title game 5-0. To reach
the title game, Novi also had to beat
Forest Hills Central, Grand Blanc, Li-
vonia Stevenson, Brighton and Har-
tland.

The Wildcats also finished as the
No. 1team in the entire country ac-
cording to Top Drawer Soccer.

In addition to state coach of the
year, Pheiffer was named district and
regional coach of the year.

Novi senior Jessie Bandyk was re-
cently named Michigan’s Miss Soccer,
and was joined by teammate Avery
Fenchel on the Dream Team.

"I would also like to personally
thank my two assistant coaches, Mike
Stratton and Luke McDonald who
were both instrumental to all of the
successes Novi girls soccer had this

Novi soccer coach Todd Pheiffer accepts the regional championship trophy, michae1 vasiinek/special to hometownlife.com

year and our extraordinary Athletic works tirelessly to promote and pro- Reach Andrew Vailliencourt at avail-
Director Brian Gordon, who not only vide opportunities and experiences lienc@hometownlife.com, 810-923-
understands the importance of edu- for all high school student athletes,” 0659. Follow him on  Twitter
cational athletics in kids lives, but Pheiffer said. @AndrewVcourt.
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Plymouth’s US National Team
Program has eight first-round

Andrew Vailllencourt
Hom»townlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The United States Hockey National
Team Development Program, which is
based in Plymouth, had an absolutely
loaded roster this past season and was
full of future NHL stars.

Those players took the first step to-
wards becoming NHL players Friday
night, when eight from the program
were drafted in the first round of the
NHL Draft.

“Very excited for our players, they
work so hard. Coaching staff, everyone
around works hard," USA Hockey exec-
utive director Pat Kelleher said in an in-
terview on NBC Sports Network during
the draft. “The players, their families,
it's a big night for them and a big night
for USA hockey”

Here they are, in order:

No. 1 overall - C Jack Hughes, New
Jersey Devils

Hughes was viewed as the obvious
top selection for months. He is loaded
with star potential and should start in
the NHL right away. Last season he
scored 34 goals and had 78 assists in 50
games.

No. 5 overall - C Alex Turcotte, Los
Angeles Kings

Like Hughes, Turcotte lit up the
scoreboard last season in 37 games. He
scored 27 goals and totaled 35 assists.

No. 9 overall - C Trevor Zegras,
Anaheim Ducks

Zegras, who many thought would be
a target of the Red Wings at No. 6,
scored 26 goals and tallied 61 assists in
60 games last season.

See HOCKEY, Page SB
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Jack Hughes, who played in Plymouth for the US National Development Team Program, was drafted No. 1 overall in the NHL
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Tennis

Continued from Page 1B

sky was the limit.

“You really had to focus on doubles,”
Jones said. “If you could win four state
championships in doubles and possibly
have one state champ at singles, you
could win a state ~championship, and
that's exactly what we did.”

Northville’s doubles teams became
feared across the state and were the
strength of Jones' teams.

Jones will take plenty ofgreat memo-
ries with her into retirement, but one in
particular stands out. In the final match
of the season against Midland Dow in
2017, then sophomore Connie Gao dis-
located her shoulder and was forced to
change her entire approach to the game.
In 2018, she came back and couldn’t
serve overhand.

Jones worked and worked with her
and finally told her she wanted her to
serve underhand. Gao resisted, but after
awhile, got better and better. The junior
finally believed, and despite all odds,
became a state champion, winning the
No. 4 doubles flight with her freshman
partner.

“That was the best victory | think I've

Tracking the
puck into his
USA crest
during a
2017-18 game
is goalie
Spencer
Knight, rena
LAVERTY/USA
HOCKEY

“It was the perfect
breaking time for us, we
can run and play again.”

Linda Jonas
Northville {ennis coach

ever witnessed,” Jones said.

Gao would follow that up with anoth-
er state title this year.

Northville will forever have a special
place in Jones’ heart. Her father gradu-
ated from the school in 1940 and she
graduated a Mustang in 1970. Her
coaching has left a winning culture
within the tennis program.

"I'D miss the girls and my relation-
ship with them,” Jones said. “Most of
them when they move on will text me
later and tell me what they’re doing or
connect with me on Facebook. ... I'll
miss being a part of Northville high
school. I'll miss being a part of the
Northville tradition.”

Reach Andrew Vailliencourt at avail-

lienc(a)hometownlife.com, 810-923-
0659. Follow him on  Twitter
(5>AndrewN/court.

The Northville girls tennis team poses after winning the 2018 state championship.
Coaches Linda and Dan Jones stand at either side, courtesy of tinoa jones
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Continued from Page 4B

No. 12 ovorall - LW Matthow Boldy,
Minnesota Wild

In 64 games last year, Boldy scored 33
goals and had 48 assists.

No. 13 ovorall - G Sponcor Knight,
Florida Panthers

It's rare to see a goalie go this high,
but that tells you how good Knight is. He
went 32-4 last season with a .913 save
percentage and 2.36 goals against aver-
age.
No. 15: Right wing Cole Caufield, Montreal Canadians.
No. 14 ovorall - D Cam York, PHOTOS BY ANNE-MARIE SORVIN/USA TODAY SPORTS

Philadelphia Flyers

No. S: Alex Turcotte, Los Angeles Kings.

In 63 games, the defenseman scored
14 goals and had 51 assists. The Flyers
traded back with the Coyotes to take
York, who is signed to play at Michigan
this fall.

No. 15 ovorall - RW Colo Caufield,
Montreal Canadians

An electric goal-scorer, the under-
sized forward tallied 72 goals and 28 as-
sists in 64 games.

No. 30 ovorall - CJohn Beecher,
Boston Bruins

In 63 games, he scored 15 goals and
had 28 assists. His stats aren’'t as im-
pressive as the other forwards on this
list, but he was stuck playing behind
Hughes, Turcotte and Zegras. Beecher is
committed to Michigan.

Reach Andrew Vailliencourt at avail-
lienc(a>hometownlife.com, 810-923-
0659. Follow him on  Twitter
(®Andrew Vcourt.

No. 13: Goalie Spencer Knight, Florida Panthers. No. 9: Center Trevor Zegras, Anaheim Ducks.

UND 1  PICK 1

“Very excited for our
players, they work so hard.
Coaching staff, everyone

around works hard.”
Pat Kelleher

USA Hockey executive director

The Flyers selected Cam York with the 14th pick in Friday

night’s NHL draft. No. 12: Left wing Matthew Boldy, Minnesota Wild.
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Plymouth coach Ray Miller walks up to accept the regional championship trophy.
MICHAEL VASILNEK/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

from an administration standpoint

Lacrosse

Continued from Page 1B

dedicated student-athletes deserve
all the praise for the success that they
accomplished on the field,” Miller
said. “There are also two great influ-
ences that | feel deserve recognition,
Team Total Lacrosse Director/Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy Men's Assis-
tant Lacrosse Coach Dwayne Hicks
and Plymouth High School Athletic
Director Luke Swanson. Coach Hicks
has expanded my knowledge of the
sport and taught me valuable coach-
ing techniques that | believe are a big
reason as to why | received this
award. Luke has been a huge support

and has helped make our seasons run
as smooth as possible.”

In order to reach the state quarter-
finals, Plymouth had to beat two top
10 teams that had beaten the Wild-
cats earlier in the season, Northville
and Saline. They got the job done be-
fore losing to Rockford.

“It takes a village to build a great
program and without the help and
support of our students, assistant
coaches, parents, boosters, admini-
stration and community we would
not have had the success that we did,”
Miller said.

Reach Andrew Vailliencourt at
availlienc(a>hometownlife.com, 810-
923-0659. Follow him on Twitter
(8>AndrewVcourt.

248-450-6251

Restoring Your Peace-of-MInd...FAST1
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Kaegan Bunting-of Dexter fired a 7-over-par 79 to win his division at the Kensington Junior Golf Tour’sfirst event of the summer, photos submitted

Season begins with a bang for
Kensington junior golfers

M.B. Dillon
Special to Homatownlifa.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

At Faulkwood Shores Golf Club in
Howell last week, Brayion Park gave
himself the best birthday gift a golfer
could ask for: a hole-in-one.

"It was hole 4,155 yards, and a pond
is on the right,” said Brayion, who just
turned 14 and will attend Howell High
School this fall. “From the tee box, |
couldn’t see the hole, but | could see the
flag behind the bunker. | hit a smooth,
soft drive toward the flag. One of the
player's families was up there watching.
They said it took two hops and rolled in.
They're like, 'If s in the hole!

“l was like, ‘Wow!" | was shocked. |
had never done that. It was weird," Bray-
ion said. Braylon's father Matt was his
caddie. “Brayion hit ittoward the middle
of the green. The pin was on the left so
his ball had to work its way to the hole,"
said Matt. "It took a hop and rolled right
in, and wedged between the cup and the
flagstick. | just grabbed him, spun him
around and gave him a big hug. I've only
had one hole-in-one, so he's already
tied me. His birthday was the day be-
fore, and this was his first real tourna-
ment, so it felt like a birthday present to
have that happen”

Lauren Thomas, H, of Brighton was
all smiles, too, after competing in the
Kensington Junior Golf Tour's opening
event. The soon-to-be Maltby Interme-
diate 6th-grader fired a 45 to win the 9-
hole IIU division.

"I had fun playing the course,” Lauren
said. “Some of the par-5s are harder
holes, and there was a green that was all
downhill and really hard to putt on. But
on the 8th hole | had a 30-foot putt. | put
a little tap on It and made it in. 1 did par
that hole, and it felt very good," added
Lauren, who's also a competitive jump-
roper. “On the back nine, there’s a little
weed patch and it was really funny;
there was a duck sitting in the pond and
my friends and | were laughing. | acci-
dentally hit the duck. It was OK; I just hit
its tail."

Keating Holland of Ann Arbor carded
a 53 to take second in the QU division. "I
finished strong; on number 8 1had a par,
and on the last hole I had a bogey. | had a
lot of carries getting the ball away from
water. The rough was tall and thick, but |
got through it” said Keating, whose best
score is 40.

Brook Herbstreit of Fenton shot 87 to

Brayion Park of Howell gets a hug from dad Matt after scoring a hole-in-one in

his first tournament.

win the girls’ 18-hole division. “l was hit-
ting my drives really good, and my put-
ting was really good. It surprised me.
Usually this early it's alittle bit rougher,"
said Brook, who golfs for Fenton High
School where she'll be a junior. “On
number 8, a par 4, my drive was a little
right, and | had to go over atree. | landed
on the green, which is slanted all the
way down. | 2-putted from 40 feet for
par."

This is Brook’s third year playing on
the Kensington Tour. “I know a lot of
people who do it, and I like playing with

people | know, and on courses | know,”
she said.

Second inthe division was Maire Sul-
livan of Plymouth. Maire also shot 87
but lost the tie-breaker.

Keegan Bunting, 16, of Dexter cap-
tured the boys’ 15-18division with a blis-
tering 79. "I had a big blow up hole on
number 6, with a 7. But | rebounded with
three pars," said Keegan, who'll be a ju-
nior at Saline High School. “l was mad at
myself for about 10 seconds, but then |
focused on the next hole instead. | found
my strength and | was hitting all my tee

shots straight and far and draining
putts. | just carried that for the whole 18.
| had about a 25-footer for par on 18.

Griffin White of Brighton took second
among boys 15-18 with an 83.

Keldon Koshorek, 14, of White Lake
made his debut with the Kensington
Tour a memorable one. He fired an 85 to
win the boys' 12-14 division. “I struggled
with my putting a little bit. On hole 3,1
4-putted for a double-bogey. That was
one of the worst holes. Then on number
6 and 9, | made birdies to battle back,"
said Keldon, who'll be a freshman at Our
Lady of the Lakes in Waterford. "On the
back nine, | played conservative and
finished with a 4L It's my first time out
here, so I'm happy”

Damo Watson of Westland shot 88 to
take second in the division. “On the
back nine, a highlight was my 20-foot
putt for par on number 10,” said Damo. “I
played here before. It's a very strategic
golfcourse. You need to place the ball in
the right positions to be able to score.”

Luke Topolski of Northville won the
developmental division for 6-11-year-
olds, shooting 60.

Scores aside, camaraderie and love of
‘the game make playing enjoyable for
Kensington golfers. Giavanna Spagnuo-
lo, 10, and brother Grayson Spagnuolo, 7,
of Howell agree that “It's pretty cool
meeting new friends, and how there are
different age groups.” A highlight for
Giavanna was a 30-foot chip that went
inthe hole on number 5. Grayson sank a
30-foot putt on number 4. “I got really
excited that | made it in,” he said.

Another sibling duo, Sara and Tony
Haupt of Northville, were among the 96
golfers at Faulkwood, re-joining the tour
this year. “Kensington is a lot more re-
laxed, and tournaments are closer to
home,” said Sara, 15. “You don't have to
be a 3-under-par person to play. When |
started, | was shooting in the 150s. | still
had fun. Sara shot 90 at Faulkwood,
good for fourth place.

“l like the courses they pick out,” said
Tony, who at Faulkwood competed as an
18-holer for the first time. Tony won run-
ner-up honors last summer in a playoff
for the 9-hole tour championship.
“Some courses are really challenging,
and some are easy.

They boost my confidence.” Kensing-
ton hosts tournaments for junior golfers
aged 6-18 all summer in Oakland, Liv-
ingston, Wayne and Washtenaw coun-
ties. For more information, visit
www.kensingtonjuniorgolf.com.


http://www.kensingtonjuniorgolfcom

AMERICA’S TEST
KITCHEN VIA AP;
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION
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GETTY IMAGES

America's Test Kitchen

For an easy, light, summertime bean salad, we combined fiber-rich
black beans with fresh com, bright tomato and creamy avocado. Toast-
ing the com inaskillet until golden brown brought out its natural sweet-
ness. Chipotle chile, cilantro, and lime juice provided the perfect South-
western flavor profile to this easy-to-prepare salad. Fresh com is impor-
tant for the flavor of the salad — don’t substitute frozen or canned com.

Southwestern Black
Bean Salad

Servings; 4

Start to finish: 15 minutes

2 scallions, sliced thin

3 tablespoons lime juice (2 limes)
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

1Ateaspoons minced canned chi-
potle chile in adobo sauce

Salt and pepper

2 ears corn, kernels cut from cobs

1 (15 ounce) can no-salt-added
black beans, rinsed

1ltomato, cored and chopped
lavocado, halved, pitted, and cut
into 34-inch pieces

3 tablespoons minced fresh cilan-
tro

Whisk scallions, lime juice, 1ta-
blespoon oil, chipotle, Yteaspoon
salt, and Y-teaspoon pepper to-
gether in large bowl.

Heat remaining ltablespoon oil in
medium skillet over medium-high

(nnnr) HOMETOWNLIFK.COM | THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019

This light
black bean
salad is perfect
for summer

heat until just smoking. Add corn
and 3Hteaspoon salt and cook,
stirring occasionally, until golden
brown, 6 to 8 minutes. Transfer
corn, beans, and tomato to bowl
with dressing and gently toss to
coat. Gently fold in avocado and
cilantro. Season with pepper to
taste and serve.

Nutrition inform ation per serving:
302 calories; 145 calories from fat;
16 g fat (2 g saturated; 0 g trans
fats); Omg cholesterol; 462 mg
sodium; 35 g carbohydrate; 13 g
fiber; 59 sugar; 10g protein.

7»
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The diesel version of the 2020 Ram 1500 will be available in all models and likely will go on sale in the fourth quarter, fca us 11c
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New Ram 1500 offers EcoDiesel

Eric D. Lawrence
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The new 2020 Ram 1500 will offer
an EcoDiesel option.

A diesel engine was suggested but
not announced when the new 2019
Ram 1500 was unveiled at the Detroit
auto show last year.

The planned engine release follows
the class-action legal settlement an-
nounced earlier this year for owners of
about 100,000 2014-16 EcoDiesel Ram
pickups and Jeep Grand Cherokees.

FCA did not admit wrongdoing, but
regulators said it had installed defeat
devices that allowed the vehicles to
cheat emissions testing.

Inannouncing the new engine, Reid
Bigland, who heads the Ram brand,
touted the third-generation 3.0-liter
V6 EcoDiesel's fuel economy and
torque capabilities.

“The new Ram 1500 EcoDiesel is
America's most powerful half-ton die-
sel pickup, following up on Ram’s
Heavy Duty torque leadership and
achieving what no other manufacturer
has, with up to 480 pound-feet of

Headlights glaringly
are In 'sorry shape’
IN many US vehicles

Mark Frelan

Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Millions of Americans are driving
around in the dark. That's not a meta-
phor; it's the state of U.S. headlight
technology and maintenance compared
with such places as Canada, Europe and
Japan.

Only about half of 2018 model-year
vehicles in the U.S. offered “adequate”
headlights, and frequently only on ex-
pensive, option-laden models. That put
good visibility out of sight for many
American drivers, according to the In-
surance Institute for Highway Safety, an
industry group that tests and advocates
for safety features.

On top of that, experts say improper
installation reduces the effectiveness of
many advanced headlights, turning
what should be safety aids into glaring
annoyances for other drivers.

It's easy to recognize the problems if
you've been on the wrong end ofabright
headlight aimed into your eyes, but
harder for people driving cars with mis-

aligned lights or those with cloudy,
fogged-over lenses. They don't know
what they’re missing until they’re liter-
ally blindsided by an unexpected curve,
construction zone or other obstacle
their lights didn’t illuminate.

"Alot of headlights are in pretty sorry
shape,” said John Bullough, director of
transportation and safety lighting pro-
grams at Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Troy, New York.

Focusing light whoro it’'s needed

Help is on the way, but there’s no tell-
ing when. The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, which sets stan-
dards for vehicle safety, is working on
rules for a new technology called adap-
tive driving beam, or ADB lights. Auto-
makers and suppliers are waiting impa-
tiently to offer the superior systems they
already sell in much of the world.

“Lighting technology has never ac-
celerated like it is today,” said Todd Mor-
gan, senior vice president for global
product development at lighting suppli-

torque in a 3.0-liter engine,” Bigland
said in a news release. “The all-new
EcoDiesel engine and our eTorque
mild-hybrid powertrain technologies
deliver the highest available fuel effi-
ciency for our Ram 1500 customers.”

The diesel will be available in all
models, including the Ram Rebel for
the firsttime, and is slated to go on sale
in the fourth quarter of this year. Pric-
ing and fuel economy will be released
closer to the sale date, FCA said in the
release.

The engine is built at the FCA Cento
plant in Ferrera, Italy.

vdrroc

“The 3.0-liter EcoDiesel V6 uses
dual overhead camshafts (DOHC)
with four valves per cylinder and a 60-
degree angle between the cylinder
banks. The block is cast with compact-
ed graphite iron, which provides
strength to dampen vibrations but
weighs less than gray cast iron. Acom-
pacted graphite iron bedplate adds ri-
gidity to the block,” according to the
release.

FCA noted that the 2019 Ram 1500
Classic - the older version of the Ram
pickup - is available with a second-
generation 3.0-liter EcoDiesel.

LED headlights are a building block for more accurate, ADB (adaptive driving

beam) ||ght$, varroc

er Varroc, which has an engineering
center in Plymouth, Michigan, just west
of Detroit.

Like high-intensity and halogen head-
lights before them, LEDs initially were
limited to luxury vehicles, but Morgan
said, “LED lights are evolving and their
cost is becoming reachable” for compact
and subcompact cars and SUVs. Varroc's
goal is to make them and other new light-
ing technologies affordable for mass-
market brands and vehicles.

ADB lights combine three features
that are innovative and have been
proved driving millions of miles in
heavily regulated, safety conscious
markets.

They consist of:

I Arrays of many LED lights

I Full-time high beams

| Systems to direct light away from
other drivers’ eyes and toward street
signs, or potential obstacles like a deer
by the side of the road.

“We’'re talking about a safety system
with provable benefits,” Morgan said.
"We have reams of data from Europe,
but we don’t know when it'll be legal in
the U.S. It's a huge shame.”

The latest ADB lights use digital cam-
eras to detect oncoming vehicles, street
signs, etc. Software turns selected LEDs
on or off, keeping light out of oncoming
drivers’ eyes.
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success
sending the
right messages

Angle Ferguson i cu»*t columnist
USATOOAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

t's been said that life begins at

the end of your comfort zone and

that certainly resonates in athletic

and fitness pursuits. Have you ever
purposefully listened and been mindful of
the messages you send yourself during a
training session? Our brains are more power-
ful than any muscle in our body and our
thoughts can impact the effectiveness and en-
joyment of our workouts. To get the most out of
each training session, negate any negative
thoughts and put yourself in the optimal mindset
for performance.

* can’'t do it!’

It is natural for our mind to tell us to back off
when we are experiencing discomfort, fatigue
or pain. It's a survival mechanism the body
uses to protect itself. The challenge becomes
recognizing which thoughts come from
credible physical threats and which
thoughts are simply there as we are hesitant
to push beyond our comfort zone.

We will never experience the positive re-
sults of training unless our sessions challenge
us. Next time you’re tired or uncomfortable
and say, “l can’'t do this,” change the conversa-
tion to “I CAN do this” or “I AM doing this” and
see what happens.

To reap the most out of our efforts, we need
to challenge our bodies in a variety of ways.
Have you ever walked away from a workout or
training session because you didn’t think you

(nnnr) HOMKTOWNLIFK.COM | THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019

were good enough? When you limit
yourself by these negative messages,
they become self-fulling prophecies and
you deny yourself the opportunity to
grow, leam a new skill and/or break
through a plateau. Book a session with an
exercise professional to leam how to chal-
lenge your body, how to use specific equip-
ment safely and what you CAN do. This way
there are no excuses, nothing can hold you
back and YOU ARE WORTH IT!

Tm too sore to do this.'

Sound familiar? | refer to this as a ‘case ofthe |
don’t wannas.’ For the most part, if you are expe-
riencing mild to moderate delayed onset of muscle
soreness (DOMS), you won't be putting yourselfin
any danger by stepping up and training again, even
though it might be uncomfortable at first. Tell your-
self"YOU CAN” and once you get moving and blood
begins flowing, muscles will heat up, joints will be-
come lubricated, and you'll feel better right away.
Having said that, be mindful of soreness vs.
overtraining. If you feel unwell, are in a poor
mood, or are unusually stiff or sore you may
need to rest. If you're feeling muscle soreness,
why not book a regular massage instead of
telling yourself you can'’t train? This will en-

sure your body is recovering optimally from
training sessions and that you are getting

the most out of the effort you are investing.

Next time you are working out, tune into

what you're telling yourself. There may be

some changes you can make or messages you
can send to make certain you are getting all

the rewards of your labors.

Angie Ferguson is an exercise physiologist
from Fort Myers, Florida. She is a USA Triath-
lon Advanced Level 2 coach, USA Cycling
coach, has a Specialty in Sports Nutrition cer-
tification and aPhD in results!For more train-

ing tips, contact her at gearedup.biz.

Smartphone users hang up on broadband

Edward C. Baig
USA TODAY

You get your internet at home by sub-
scribing to a high speed broadband ser-
vice, as do a majority of your fellow Amer-
icans. That is unless you're among the 1in
4 adults who've ditched or passed on home
broadband. And many of you who've come
to that decision have found what you deem
a suitable substitute: your smartphone.

Such is a key finding from a mobile
technology and home broadband survey of
U.S. adults released Thursday by the Pew
Research Center.

Pew found that 37% of respondents in-
dicated that when using the internet they
primarily do so on a smartphone, nearly
double the 19% who answered the same
way in 2013

And 45% of the non-broadband crowd
say that their smartphone lets them do ev-

erything they need to do online, up sub-
stantially from the 27% who said so in
2015.

In fact, Pew reports the share of non-
broadband users who say their smart-
phone is the most important reason for not
having a high-speed internet connection
where they live has nearly doubled over
the same time period, from 12%to 23%.

For sure, some people cited the afforda-
bility of broadband as the reason for their
reluctance. But the percentage of non-
broadband adopters who cited price as a
barrier, dropped from 33% in 2015 to 21%
today.

In the meantime, while the growth of
smartphone use for a cyber-connection
has grown across all age groups, young
adults are more likely to reach for a hand-
set when they go online. Fifty-eight per-
cent of those ages 18to 29 mostly use the
phone for such a purpose, up from 41% in

2013

As you might expect, income levels also
are a factor in whether people subscribe to
home broadband. The report found that
73% of U.S. adults say they subscribe to
broadband internet services at home, but
the number climbs to 92% among adults in
households with incomes of $75,000 or
more annually.

By contrast, in households where the
yearly income is south of $30,000, the
share of broadband subscribers drops to
56%.

That 36-point gap in broadband adop-
tion between the highest- and lowest-in-
come groups is substantially larger than
the 24-point gap in smartphone owner-
ship between these groups, the report
says.

Educational differences show a nearly
identical pattern.

Among other findings:

| Some 46% of smartphone owners say
when using the internet, they mostly do so
on their phone, compared with 34% six
years ago.

I During the same period, the share of
smartphone users who say a desktop, lap-
top or tablet computer is their primary de-
vice for going online has fallen from 53% In
2013 to 30% today. And roughly one-quar-
ter of smartphone users say they equally
use a cellphone or a desktop, laptop or tab-
let computer when going online, up from
12% in 2013.

I Meanwhile, 6in100fthe folks without
broadband indicated that they have never
had high-speed internet service at home in
the past, compared to about one-third who
have.

The survey was conducted from Jan. 8
through Feb. 7 of this year, among a na-
tionally representative sample of 1,502
adults 13 or older.
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When will Disney’s Rise of the Resistance ride open?

Scott Craven
The Arizona Republic
USA TODAY NETWORK

In the new Star Wars land at Disney-
land, a menacing laser turret looms over
atrail that leads to a mysterious cavern.
Yet that is not what prohibits visitors
from venturing along that path.

It's the chain across the entrance, as
well as the cast members stationed out
front. But more than that, it's Disney’s
insistence on perfection as work con-
tinues on the Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge
attraction at the end of this path, a pro-
ject Imagineers call their most ambi-
tious ever.

So when is Rise of the Resistance,
opening?

The answer gets no more definitive
than “sometime this year."

When Disney CEO Robert Iger first
announced that Galaxy's Edge would

open in June, it was with the assump-
tion that both of its marquee rides
would be open as well: Rise of the Resis-
tance and Millennium Falcon: Smug-
glers Run.

But when park officials later said Gal-
axy’'s Edge would debut May 31 -
deemed a soft opening they made
clear that Rise of the Resistance would
not be ready.

It had been decided that opening.

without Rise was better than delaying
the opening. Based on reviews and fan
reactions, Disney made the right choice.

The new land has been well-re-
ceived. Guests have flocked to Oga's
Cantina (Disneyland’sfirst foray into of-
fering alcohol to the public) and Savi's
Workshop (build a $200 lightsaber),
where two-hour lines have been com-
mon.

Waits for Millennium Falcon: Smug-
glers Run, in which groups of six pilot

Obituaries

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Fred J. Hicks

NORTHVILLE - Fred J Hicks, age 100, lifelong res-
ident of Northville, passed away peacefully at home
on June 15,2019. He was born December 19,1918
in Northville, Michigan; son of Fred V. and Hazel
(nee Wilcox) Hicks. Fred graduated from Northville
High School; Class of 1936. He proudly served his
country in the United States Army during WWII.
Fred was united in marriage to Laura A. Bolton on
March 25,1942; they spent 77 loving years together

as husband and wife.

Fred worked as a postal carrier for the Northville
Post Office, retiring in 1982. He was a member of the
National Rifle Association. He was a nature lover and enjoyed being outside
fishing and hunting. He also enjoyed gardening; his home vegetable garden
included tomatoes, peppers, beans, and an abundance of garlic. Fred read
the newspaper from cover to cover and liked doing crossword puzzles. He
was very mechanical and able to fix anything. He was a wealth of knowl-
edge, which he often shared with family and friends. Fred was the person
his family went to for everything, he was truly loved by those around him.

Fred is survived by his loving wife, Laura A. Hicks; his children, Patricia
(Fred) Fitch and Fred (Frances) Hicks; his grandchildren, Matt (Michelle)
Fitch, Laura (Dale) Morey, Jacquline (Mike Hay) Hicks, Amanda (Matt)
Sheridan, Christina (Tom Hubbard) Hicks-Hubbard; his great grandchildren,
Rebecca, Andrew, Chelsey, Shelby, Madison, Ashley, Colby, and Lillian; and
his great great grandchild, Kinsley. He was preceded in death by his parents.

Visitation will be held Wednesday, July 3, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. until
Noon with aMemorial Service at Noon at Casterline Funeral Home, 122 W.
Dunlap, Northville. Rev. Douglas W. Vernon from First United Methodist
Church of Northville will officiate the service.

In lieu of flowers the family would appreciate memorial contributions to
Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburgh Road, Livonia, Ml 48154

Please share condolences at www.casterlinefuneralhome.com

( ASTERLINE

WV,

FUNERAL HOME. INC.
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A laser turret looms over Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge at Disneyland.

SCOTT CRAVEN/USA TODAY NETWORK

the iconic ship on a dangerous mission,
have been moderate. Waits typically are
30 to 40 minutes, and rarely longer than
an hour.

But Rise of the Resistance is a differ-
ent beast, a hulking rancor as opposed
to the domesticated tauntaun. (Star
Wars fans will understand.) Its com-
plexity is what's causing the delay.

Those who follow Disney for a living
- particularly bloggers who report on
everything from queue refurbishments
to the latest themed churros - speculate
the ride’s many intricacies have tempo-
rarily flummoxed builders, as if the
Imagineering has exceeded the technol-

ogy.

When will K open?

Make no mistake, Imagineers are go-
ing to get it right. Whatever problems
are holding up the ride will be solved.

But Disney won't open an attraction
until officials are sure it can perform de-
pendably. If they open it too soon and it
breaks down every few hours, they’ll
face the dark side of social media.

When it comes to an opening date,
it's no surprise that park officials stick
to generalities. The official line is, “Rise
of the Resistance will open this year.”
But we can't resist guessing when it may
rise to the level of welcoming guests.

| End of August. There are two rea-
sons why the ride could open at the end
of August. First, the biennial convention
for Disney superfans unfolds Aug. 23-25
at the Anaheim Convention Center.

Officials are known for dropping big
news here. Iger unveiled Galaxy’s Edge
at the 2015 expo.

Second, this would correlate with the
Aug. 29 Galaxy’s Edge opening at Dis-
ney World in Florida. That would be
some nice synchronicity.

Ouf odds: 3-1. This is the Star Wars
horse we’d bet on in the Rise of the Re-
sistance race.

| Late September/early October:
Crowds typically are lighter as summer
transitions to fall and kids are back in
school. Opening Rise of the Resistance
now could stoke crowd levels to record
highs for this period. If not, the season's
smaller crowds could help Imagineers
break in the attraction slowly. Should it
go down, fewer people will be there to
complain on social media.

Our odds: 8-L Hardly along shot, but
we don’'t feel strong about the timing.

I November. What better way to fill
the gap between Halloween and Christ-
mas than the rise of Rise? As wreaths
take the place of pumpkins, guests
would pay scant attention to the decor
as they line up for Galaxy’s Edge, which
is committed to its story and should re-
main a holiday-free zone.

Our odds: 15-L A dark (side) horse to
be sure.

I December. One would think Rise of
the Resistance would open long before

the first carols are sung. But the attrac-
tion's envelope-pushing technology
may require extensive time to perfect.
Not to be ignored: the Dec. 20 opening of
the ninth and final “Star Wars” film with
roots to the 1977 original. Is it merely co-
incidence the movie is called “The Rise
of Skywalker?” Probably, but still in-
triguing.

Our odds: 6-L

| Who knows: Iger initially said Gal-
axy’'s Edge would open in June. We
booked hotel dates throughout that
month so we’d be prepared to attend the
media preview. Which was May 29.

Odds each of these guesses is
wrong: Even money.

What to expect

Rise of the Resistance may be Dis-
ney’s crowning achievement after 64
years in the theme-park business. It will
blend special effects, trackless vehicles
and audio-animatronics.

While video screens will be part of
the ride, it will rely largely on a 3D envi-
ronment, including adetailed interior of
a Star Destroyer that fans will swear
was taken right from the big screen. It
will be as much an experience as a ride.

Guests will proceed past the laser
turret and into a cavern lined with hori-
zontal ridges, the result of being carved
by lasers. It leads to a briefing room in-

mside a secret rebel base, where “recruits”
are briefed by Rey (in hologram form
and played by Daisy Ridley, re-creating
her role from the “Star Wars” films).

The adventure begins as guests
board a shuttle escorted by Poe (Oscar
Isaac), an experienced X-Wing pilot.
And, of course, things go badly.

The floor vibrates as the transport
lifts off from Batuu, and it's not long be-
fore the shuttle is pulled toward a Star
Destroyer, an immense craft belonging
to the evil First Order. The “abductees”
are taken to a bay, a vast space said to be
one ofthe more impressive sights on the
attraction thanks to the use of anima-
tronic figures and video projections.

Travelers wind up in a detention cell
where Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) shows up
to interrogate them, employing a few Je-
di mind tricks that go far beyond “These
aren’t the droids you're looking for.”

In another set piece, there’san explo-
sion and a hole suddenly appears in a
wall. A Resistance fighter appears to
lead recruits to eight-person trackless
vehicles to make an escape, at one point
dodging laser blasts from full-side AT-
ATs, the four-legged tanks first seen on
Hoth in “The Empire Strikes Back ”

At one point, vehicles seem to climb
100 feet, facing off with stormtroopers.
Eventually, a successful escape is com-
pleted, or so we assume, given Disney’s
embrace of happy endings (and return-
ing guests safely).

One last guess: The lines will be
strong for this one.


http://www.casterlinefuneralhome.com

Almee Picchi
Special to USA TODAY

The thrill of homebuying can turn into
aletdown after the closing - especially if
the house doesn't look exactly how you
remembered during the property hunt.

Didn’t recall that ugly popcorn ceil-
ing? Forgot about those too-steep base-
ment stairs? That's when some new
homeowners get infected with the reno-
vation bug.

Take Robbie Mortillaro and Marianne
Sierk, a married couple who recently
moved to Baltimore from Rochester, New
York. They bought a three-bedroom,
two-bath home with a big yard and deck
they thought would be perfect for their
3-year-old daughter. At first, they said,
they wanted to change only afew things,
such as repainting the walls.

‘We're like, oh, maybe we'll change
that,” recalls Sierk, a radio host and co-
median. “Cut to May, and we were living
in rubble. It snowballed."

Taking on a home renovation can be
costly, stressful and time-consuming.
But Mortillaro and Sierk kept their sense
of humor - and their costs low - with
some key strategies.

Here’'s their advice:

Agree on whet you can’t live with

A frank discussion will help set your
priorities, the couple says. Their biggest
post-closing issue: that popcorn ceiling
in the dining room, says Mortillaro, a
stay-at-home dad and luthier who re-
pairs violins and other stringed instru-
ments.

“When we first walked through the
house, it's like, oh, popcorn, whatever,”
Mortillaro says. “But we were both like,
‘We hate that,' and that ended up being
the biggest project.”

Brace yourself for more repairs

Like many homeowners before them,
the couple stumbled upon one ofthe ma-
jor pitfalls of renovations: one fix leads to
another. The popcorn ceiling, which was
sagging, turned out to hide bigger issues,
they recalled. Mortillaro says he realized
the ceiling wasn’t framed right, and that
electrical wiring wasn’t run correctly.

“We're trying to figure out why they
lowered the ceiling,” Mortillaro says.
“Then you realize, like, nothing’'s square
and nothing's level. And so you’re just
constantly fixing stuff over and over.”

Brighton
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“It’s satisfying to know that it was our
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Ba open to reusing materials

The couple estimates that they've
spent $8,000 on renovations but believe
their costs could have reached $60,000 if
they hadn't relied on some money-sav-
ing strategies. Two key approaches: re-
using materials and buying lightly used
appliances.

“We repurposed so much of the wood
that we pulled out of the ceiling from the
dining room when we pulled that ceiling
out,” Mortillaro recalls.

Sierk adds they bought secondhand
appliances for a fraction of what they'd
cost new. “They're like-new, and they
were $300 for awasher, $300 for adryer,”
she says. “Like you don’t have to buy
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own muscle that went into it. The most

rewarding part about renovating is that
you get it done the way you want.”

Marianne Sierk

brand-new, top-of-the-line” appliances.
Taka on some ofthe labor

Mortillaro once worked in construc-
tion and has the skills to undertake many
of the renovations, which lowered costs.
But Sierk adds she turned to YouTube
and websites to leam some skills, such
as hanging curtain rods.

Even so, she cautions, be prepared for
a steep learning curve. “So many things
are like eight steps, and | thought it
would be one. So not fun,” she says.

Know when to hire an expert

Despite their skills and determina-

tation to

tion to learn, the couple concedes
there are projects that require a pro-
fessional. In their case, it was the
home’s HVAC system. “I knew enough
to know that itwasn’t right,” Mortillaro
says. “And then | also knew enough to
know that | shouldn’t tackle that pro-
ject.” The couple hired a professional
HVAC company to install a new sys-
tem.

Enjoy the payoff

“It's satisfying to know that it was our
own muscle that went into it,” Sierk says.
And she adds, “The most rewarding part
about renovating is that you get it done
the way you want.”
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YOUR LOCAL JOB LISTING FROM LIVONIA OBSERVER

Saying ‘no’ and other work productivity hacks

Erik Tftner

thejobnetwork.com

In today’s nonstop, hectic work cul-
ture, the lines between our professional
and persona] lives are blurred and inter-
twined like never before, which often
means that we’re always operating at
breakneck speeds to complete every-
thing we need toget done in agiven day.
No one likes to end a day with the sense
that they didn’t add enough check-
marks to their to-do lists. And since no
one has figured out a way to add more
hours to the day yet, we must compen-
sate by maximizing our work productiv-
ity.

Particularly at work, staying on top of
responsibilities is mission-critical for a
variety of reasons—not only does failing
to handle assigned tasks on schedule
reflect poorly on you, but it can also

GETTY IMAGES

have long-term consequences on your
career and future opportunities. De-
layed projects can adversely affect the
workflow of your colleagues. Plus, the
negative impact of failing behind at
work can include added stress, anxiety,
depression, loss of sleep, and a host of
other unwanted mental and physical ef-
fects. t

There are ways to make what may
feel like a maelstrom of daily tasks a lit-
tle more manageable. Consider utilizing
the following foolproof work hacks to
help you stay on top of things.

First, get organized

Don’t expect to be able to allocate
your time, energy, and resources to
tackling your daily to-dos effectively if
you don’t have a good handle on them
and what you need to get done each day.
You'll have to get organized.

There’s no “one size fits all” approach

to organizing—use whatever tools work
best for you for keeping track of and
staying on top ofeverything you need to
get done. There is a wealth of organiza-
tion tools available to check out—in-
cluding apps, software, and good old-
fashioned notebooks and paper. Feel
free to use the trial and error approach
until you devise a system that works for
you, but don’t fall prey to thinking that
you can juggle itall in your head—that’s
a recipe for disaster. Consider the time
you spend building a good organization
system a real investment in your pro-
ductivity—one that will surely pay offin
the long run.

Taka the time to prioritize

Are you the sort of person who looks
at a long list of tasks and, overwhelmed
by its sheer size, chooses to turn away
and put it all off for later instead?
Breathe — and consider a better ap-

proach.

When faced with an imposing to-do
list that threatens to decimate your pro-
ductivity, fight back by taking a few
minutes to prioritize every item. If
you’re unsure of what should come first
and what can wait, it's fine to ask your
manager—you are taking proactive
steps to get your work done in the most
helpful way possible. Once you've prio-
ritized, you can narrow your focus on
the most important tasks first. As your
list shrinks, you’ll have the bandwidth
to tackle those less critical tasks later,
with a renewed sense that everything is
going to be okay.

Break down complex tasks

We all know what it’s like to face a
complex, multi-faceted task with mul-
tiple sub-tasks and interconnected de-
pendencies — it can often seem down-
right impossible to complete. A simple

Continue your search
atjobs.usatoday.com

Careers

new beginnings...
Engineering & IT

President of Contlnentol Aluminum.
Position In Now Hudson, M1. Oversee
mofol purchases; Lead strategic
planning process; Optimize supply
chain logistics; Increase production
copacity & efficiency; Provide finan-
cial 8 business onolysls; Develop
stoff 8 labor strategy; Provide annu-
al soiory budgets; Lead development
of customer base; Implement process
improvements; Lead business devel-
opment 8 manoge commercial, or-
ganizational. 8 operational activities.
30% travel required, domestic 8 in-
ter’'l. Requires Masters (Bus.Admlrv
ritd) 8 6 years management exp.
Must hove exp. w/: metals manufac-
turing 8 purchasing; aluminum
smelting 8 production; commodities
allocation 8 sourcing; 8 administer-
ing annual budgets. Apply:
hftp:X/mgtolexchongecorp com/
careers/

N~y Professional

r, wanted by o
Japanese outdoor power egpmt co. In
WIlxom. MI. Direct 8 coord all 8 vari-
ous activities of the co. Administering
co. policies, oblectlves. functions, 8
operations. Must have BA In Machi-
nery Engg, Mktg or related field S
yrs work exp os Soles Engineer or
Soles Monoper read Superior
language skills in Japanese reqO
Deep knowl of mechanical engg 8
statistics reqd E-mail resume to
Orge America, Inc. at:
fntoeorecamoerico.com

Turn your dust into
dollars by placing a
CLASSIFIED ad!
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GET ALERTS

Set up email alerts to receive
jobs that match your skills

When you join
the Dean Team

SHARE PROFILE

Post your resume and be seen
by top employers in the area

FIND ADVICE

skills with tips and ideas

Improve your search and interview

approach to keep these toughest to-dos
from halting your work productivity is
to break them down into smaller, more
manageable tasks. Tackle them me-
thodically, one by one. Breaking a big to-
do into smaller to-dos has the net effect
of chipping away at previously insur-
mountable projects and keeping your
work productivity high.

Use the secret weapons

When it comes to being productive,
you have two "secret weapons" at your
disposal that are often underused, but
can make a big difference — getting help
and saying no.

When faced with an enormous task,
one where it makes more sense to utilize
the capabilities and energy of other
folks, don’t hesitate to ask for help. Peo-
ple often view asking for help as a sign
of weakness, but in fact, it's the oppo-
site. Asking a team member for assis-
tance is a strategic use of available re-
sources to maximize work productivity
and complete a task.

Another underused strategy for stay-
ing productive is to avoid taking on
more than you can handle at any given
time by simply saying "no.” True, this
can be misused and abused in the face
oftasks you simply don’t want to do, but
when used responsibly and appropri-
ately, saying that you simply don't have
the time to tackle a task at the moment
can help keep you focused, on track, and
at the peak ofyour productive potential.
Be polite, and make sure you back up
your “no” with reasons why focusing on
the unwanted task will make you less
productive for other things on your list.

Eric Titner has been an editor and
content creator for more than a decade.
His primary professional focus has been
on education- and career-related topics.
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Sales Representative
Bader 8 Sons Co. Is your local

John Deere dealer with 10

FINDING WORK

locations in Michigan. We ore

currently occepting applications
for a Full Time Lawn and Garden

SHOULDN'T BE WORK.

Equipment Sales position In our

South Lyon location. The ideal
condldate will have 2 years sales
experience and/or customer
service experience They must be
able to handle a fast paced
environment with lots of walk In
traffic. Position requires a
Chauffeur's License and octlve
MDOT medical card along with

thejob
network

the ability to tow and back up a

frailer. Position also requires
working on Saturdays.
If you are Interested In applying,
please visit our website

Get started by visiting
jobs.usatoday.com

www.greentroctors com and
click on the Careers tab to

\/' TRANSPORTATION

NOW HIRING ANDTRAINING
SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
Immediate positions available in
Walled Lake Dearborn and Eastpomte
S15 00 - SI8 00 per hour to start,
depending on location
Full benefits package and
flexible scheduling available
No prior professional driving exoenence required
PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!

Excellent driving history is required Must pass
background check, physical exam and drug srreemng

Apply at vwww deanlrans com jobs
or m person Mon Fn at nne of the following Dean locations

46740 West Pontiac Trail, Walled Lake 48390
25081 Trowbridge St, Dearborn 48124
17116 E Ten Mile Rd, Eastpointe 48021

Find what you
want in
CLASSIFIED!

We can

CtMSSvrlEDI |

complete our on-line application.

Find everything from local,

knowledgeable professionals to

unbelievable deals

in the classified section.


mailto:MICHIGANJOBS@MICHIGAN.COM
http://www.grggntractors.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 1-800 579-7355

ACROSS 52 Homer 89 Resembling a
1City In Simpson hornet, say
Orange voicer Dan 91 “Republic*
County. 56 Opiate, e.g. philosopher
California 58 Johnson of 93 Largest parts

11 Extended old comedy of brains
animal 59 Some rupee 97 Memo start
shelter spenders 99 ‘Dream on!"
initiative 60 Most tranquil 103 Bk. after

21 Regular guy 81 Ring around Exodus

22 Well- the collar? 104 Send
practiced 62 Cellars cyberjunk to
pieces 64 ‘Mercy me!” 107 Kind

23 Good 65 Ring around 109 Took illegally
snorkeling the collar? 110 Electric
sites 67 Diet for a resistance

24 Within a boxer measure
single school 69 Get a move 113 Long-life-

25 Rave a brawl on cycle plants

26 — liver (dish 72 Discussion 116 Cabal boss
rich in iron) venue 118 “Way to go,

28 Secret agent 74 Ponchos’ kin hero!"

29 — mell 76 — Fernando 119 Field of a
(confused) Valley retail boss

30 Frozen water 77 Major U.S. 120 Gazpacho,

31 Narrow sea field yield basically
routes 80 Soft, knit 121 Warnings

33 Title girl in a fabrics about shady
J.D. Salinger 81 Herr von deals
story Bismarck

35 Swift feline 82 She admired DOWN

39 ‘Have a the Man df 1 Milk-derived
Heart” singer Steel 2 Affirm as true
Bonnie 83 Perfume 3 Olympian

41 Total up ingredient Jackie
again » 85 Suffix with Joyner—

45 People meth- 4 Distinctive
giving 86 Soothing stretches
accounts additives 5 Descend

49 Many 88 Like needles 6 Horrid giant
Bosnians with fibers 7 “Riddle me,

51 Socratic T” through them riddle me —"

PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

8 Thrust out 44 With 84 — Lingus
9 As of now 46-Down, (carrier to
10 Model 3 car held together Dublin)

11 Former Sony

record label plumbing 90 One of the
12 Where lions adhesive Ewings on
lie 46 See 4_14-Down “Dallas"
13 Make; a 47 FH wn_th love 92 Even choice
selection 48 Consign to 94 One on
14 Be guilty of an inferior in-line skates
15 Waiters’ e rank 95 Acting ki
loads 50 ‘Glass half cting king
16 24-hr. cash full" outlook 96 H_eads off
cache 52 Announce, 98 Rio —
17 Certain wig 53 Sector (mining
18 Put to work 54 Uses a company)
19 Verbal wok tOO Fishing bait
20 Tony-winning 55 Bowl over 101 Of a pelvis
Carter 57 Alero's make bone
27 Method 62 — Center 102 Three-time
of valuing (Brooklyn Grand Prix
inventories arena) champion
31 Sedimentary 63 World Cup Ayrton
rocks sport 104 Roast rod
32 She’s part of 66 Electrojet * 105 Colombian
the fam particles cash
34 N?crth Pole 68 :Ttomzi[\ of 106 William
wife iterature ,
36 One-named 70 Sol followers ij‘ro%Z&Z Is
Art Deco 71 Hydroxyl o .
artist compound .
37 Summer 73 Corners on 108 ll;)eqk ina B
top the market 0Xing ring U
38 Free of 75 Hook up (to) 110 Korbut on S
artificial 77 Hawk’s nail a balance T
ingredients 78 “Game of beam L
40 XXX, Thrones" 111 Loaf end E
maybe actress 112 Musical H
42 Affirms as Chaplin “Auntie” C
true 79 Lime discard 114 Rabid fan 0
43 Oration 81 Bygone, 115 Hitter Gehrig c
station quaintly 117 Whale pod K
T
A
I
L
-
w
0
H

with a

87 Announce

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles"
books at QuillDriverBooks.com
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Real Estate

all your needs...

M R ROOFING
Call Don: SI7-374-2044

Estate Sales

Westland -33660 Pawnee
Frl 6/28; 8-4, Sot 6/29, 10-3
www.ournextsale.net

Garage-Tag Sale

St, Frl 6/28 & Sat
ole | Much misc.,

lon, 7402 Derb
9-6. Moving
lues, vord tools, lawn mower, 'sno
rer, 03' Honda Goldwlng 8, misc
jrcvcle items.

Chorrington Dr. Frl 6/28
,om-3pm 2 twin bedroom
|ets bookshelves, HH, misc, ex

book 9j1 Dir:
’?Worre%o \%)esrpo Sheldon ’

ion, Moving/Estate Sole, 46573
ikrldee Dr, Mich.van, d W

Sot: 10-4, Sun: 10-4, Collecto
i, milk glass McCoy, Shawnee.
e Jors, Vintage Items, 50"
70's Items. Toys, clothing. k go
sale Items., Dir: south off of
r, U4 mile east of Beck

m, Sub-Wide Garoge Sole, 46573

tern*, collectlbles, clothIno.
een's tovs. , Dir: South off of
1/4 mile eost of Beck

AINOTON MILLS- HUOR

1 11480 Trestaln St. Sof 11, W
«Chord Lake. Thurs 6/27 8, Frl
j.sp mm Items. gnflOIltS A

en's

Livonia-30523 Hoy St.ISouth of Smile

& West of Henry Ruff), Thurs. 6/27-

Sat 6/29, 9am-4:30. Assorted Items,
odult clothing, weights,

Northville Garage Sale!

16650 Meade St. Thursday & Friday,

June 27 & 28, 9om-4pm.

NOVI/NORTHVILLE MULTI-FAM.'
6/27-6/29. 9a- 5p 46463 Galway Dr. S of
fmi/W of Taft. H/H, mini-fridge, dec-
orative, sm opol turn, linens, rugs,
clolhlng men's, women's, teen,
shoes/boots, tennis rocquets/balls
party supplles seasonal, Lots More!

E?ﬁg »

find a new friend...

AXC PUPS - 2 Females, 4 Males.
Hypoallergenlc Doesn't shed, Home
raised *900. Call: 734-612-1931

Assorted

Iltems
all kinds of things...

> Cemetery Lots

Memory Garden 39: Lots 3& 4.
SIO00 Eoch. For more Information

Call: 918 t-0625. Ask for Mork!

j —Yy Furniture &
Household Items

Glass too dining room table with 6
choirs, S250 Colt 248-761-8221

Trek Bikes, Men's 3700 MTN; Wi
00 HYBRID Low Mlleoget™bo

par. Mir 1 mim

Homes

starting fresh..

j—u Home for Sale
\ / In State

LIVONIA

Shed In Rear. Finished Basemem
with Wine Seller. A/C. 1214
Pre-Quolified Only : 248- 914- 3238

- 3Bd/1.5Bo. Family Room
with Natural Frpl. Large Deck with
Gas Grill. 2 Car Detached Garage &
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SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

FARMERS. LANDSCAPES or GARDNERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed
Killer and were diagnosed with NON-.
HODGmMS LYMPHOMA (Cancer)? You may
be entmed to compensation Call Attorney
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727 (MICH)

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENTS

Pond & Lake Management Solutions.
Algae and weed control, aeration systems,
consultation, equipment installation,
fish stocking Hametta HiHs Trout Farm
(231)389-2514 wwwhamettahiHscom
(MICH)

HELP WANTED - TRUCK DRIVER

COLA DRIVERS WANTED, 3 MONTHS
MINIMUM ~ EXPERIENCE - EXCELLENT
PAY, BENEFITS SIGN ON BONUS. 401k
DEDICATED ROUTES ROMEO AND WAYNE
DISPATCH. Cm RON 586 7524529 EXT
1028 (MICH)

MEDICAL CARE

OXYGEN - Anytime Anywhere No tanks to
refill No dekvenes TheAll New Inogen One
G4 s only 2 8 pounds'FAA approved! FRE
into kit 866-376 8473 (MICH)

MISCELLANEOUS

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION
World Health Link Price Match Guarantee'
Prescriptions Required CPA Certfed Over
1500 medications available CALL Today
For A Free Price Quote 1855-972 1893
CanNow (MICH)

STEEL BUILDINGS

PIONEER POLE BUILDINGS  Free Estimates

Licensed and nsuted-2x6 Trusses 45 Year
Warranty Gafvalume Steel 19 Cokxs-Since
1976 01 m Michigan Call Today 1-800

2920679 (MCH)

SUDOKU

1
)

Here* How It Works:

v

3

1

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 flrid. broken Into nine 3x3 boxes To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box
Each number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric
dues provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier It gets to

solve the puzzle!
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ME/VI
oeomani SALIT

ERIDAI}, TUNE a8,i AT SOUTH LI|[ON ONUf1

USDA CHOICE (JSDA CHOICE
Beef Whole Strips Whole Beef Tenderloin

[B. (LIMIT A) 1B (LIMIT 90

ALL NATURAL PORK
Country Style Rib Strips

LB,

Lean Ground Round
BIG DEAL PACKAGE

IB

Farm Fresh Boneless, Skinless AlLL NATURAL
Chicken Breasts Whole Boston

BIG CEAL PACKAGE Pork Butt

*I.M LB m 1b.

FIND THFSE TEALS AMD MORE INi-STORE!

BUSCH’S on Pontiac Trail at 9 Mile Rd. in South Lyon
i (MB) H-88i1a « G-EN 7:00 AVI- 1I0OPM




