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Housing development planned along Haggerty
David Vasalanak Hom etowniife com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

Could the northeast corner o f Novi 
support a major residential develop
ment? One proposal being considered 
by the city’s planning commission 
would bring severed hundred units to 
that part o f town.

The plemning commission reviewed a 
rezoning request for an empty piece o f 
property on the west side o f Haggerty 
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile during its 
meeting Meuch 25, which was held on
line in accordance with Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer’s executive order.

The development would create more 
than 270 units in a multi-family setting

across both three- and four-story build
ings.

The commission was asked to rezone 
the property from OST-Office Service 
Technology to RM-2-High Density Mul
ti-Family, but decided to postpone the 
rezoning due to too many questions and 
concerns over the plan.

David Landry, one o f the petitioners

with BC Novaplex LLC, said there’s been 
talk o f developing the 22-acre property 
for 20 years. There were previous ap
provals for office projects at the site, but 
those approvals have long since expired.

The new plan, he said, would provide 
housing for people especially looking to

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 5A
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SUICIDE AWARENESS

Suicide rates 
increasing 
across state, 
metro Detroit
Susan Vela Hom etownlife.com  
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Suicide deaths were climbing 
across Michigan and metro Detroit be
fore the coronavirus pandemic forced 
people into greater isolation.

That has suicide prevention experts 
worried about the future since studies 
have linked perceived social isolation 
with risky health issues like depres
sion, sleep issues, cognitive decline 
and weakened immune systems.

“We have seen a large increase in 
calls regarding COVID -19,” said Melis
sa Bowman, whose duties include sui
cide prevention at Common Ground, a 
24-hour crisis services agency serving 
metro Detroit. “Contacts are feeling 
confused and helpless. All calls, chats 
and texts end up tEdking about how 
this epidemic is affecting them in all 
ways.

“People are scared for themselves 
and others, feeling trapped and in 
ways lost, not knowing what to do.”

Suicide is the 10th leading cause o f 
death in the United States, according 
to the American Foundation for Sui
cide Prevention. The voluntary health 
organization also reports that 48,344 
people died by suicide in 2018. An 
alarming 1.4 million attempted suicide 
that year.

For metro Detroit, the number o f su
icides climbed an average o f 20 per
cent in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties from 2009 to 2018, according 
to the Michigan Department o f Health 
and Human Services’ data.

These counties also had the great
est number o f suicides in 2018, the last 
year with data available. Wayne had 
225 suicides that year; Oakland, 168; 
and Macomb, 145.

In the same 10-year time frame, not 
including the suspected under
reporting, Michigan had a total o f 
13,261 suicides. The numbers jumped 
by about 33 percent, going from 1,164 in 
2009 to 1,547 in 2018.

Bowman said there are "so many 
reasons” for the upticks.

"Talking to people who are thinking 
about killing themselves is pretty 
much our every day,” Bowman said. 
“We notice it going up drastically 

- around any national events. (If) some
one femous dies by suicide, our calls

See SUICIDE, Page 3A

Pandemic 
brings 
‘wartime 
nursing9 
to hospital
Susan Bromley Hom etownllfe.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

During a brief break from the emer
gency room where she works, Lauren 
Tierney was asked how she is doing.

“We are surviving,” Tierney, 35, re
sponded. “We are still seeing regular 
emergency and trauma patients, we still 
see and treat everyone, but we are inun
dated with COVID patients.”

Tierney, a Westland native now liv
ing in Royal Oak, is clinical nurse man
ager o f the emergency and trauma cen
ter at Beaumont Hospital in Farmington 
Hills. Eight years into her nursing ca
reer, she got a trial run for a pandemic 
when the first suspected COVID-19 case 
arrived in her ER about two weeks ago. 
Since, then, it has been an avalanche o f 
patients.

“Over the past two weeks we are just 
seeing more and more. ... People have 
gotten sicker as the weeks go on,” she 
said. “Some were discharged with CDC 
instructions and now we have to intu
bate a lot o f people.

“The ICU is full and a lot o f sick peo
ple (with COVID-19 are) all over the hos
pital.”

While there are beds still available 
and designated units for COVID-19 pa
tients, as hospital staff attempt to sep
arate these patients from other areas,

Sec PANDEMIC, Page SA

Lauren Tierney, clinical nurse manager of the emergency and trauma center at 
Beaumont Hospital in Farmington Hills, said the hospital is reaching capacity in 
its battle against the coronavirus pandemic, h o m e t o w n l i f e  c o m  f i le

During pandemic, we need a shot -  of good news
John Heider
Hom etownlife.com
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICH.

We’ve all heard o f the sad and frus
trating coronavirus pandemic in our 
communities: shoppers hoarding and 
fighting over toilet paper, hand sanitizer 
and bottled water.

Some gathered up those essentials, 
jacked up the price and sold them at

price-gouging levels. Scams racing 
through the area touted miracle snake- 
oil cures for the virus and others already 
are trying to con people out o f their 
promised coronavirus relief checks 
from the federal government.

It’s enough to make a frightening 
time even more weighty for the soul. We 
need a shot o f good news like we need 
that eventual vaccine: desperately.

So if you can, in these uncertain 
times, share with us at Hometown Life 
your stories o f hope: o f neighbor helping

neighbor, o f organizations going the 
extra mile to make sure no one goes 
hungry, homeless or uncared for.

It probably won’t bring a quicker 
end to our new shelter-in-placo, con
tact avoidance way o f life, but it’ll help 
remind us all that even when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going on a 
plan to lift all our hearts.

Send your stories, photos and mes
sages o f  hope to John Heider, staff pho
tographer, at jheider@hometown- 
life.com or 734-972-65456.
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25500 Meadowbrook Road 
Suite 180, Novi, MU8375

From annual skin exams to skin cancer screenings, 
when you need dermatological care, you want it right away. 
Forefront Dermatology is right here in your neighborhood, 
offering exceptional skincare and simple convenience.

• Expert, supportive board-certified dermatologist.
Dr. Viba Malaiyandi

• Comprehensive care and experts in treating acne, eczema, 
moles, rashes, and more

• Inno'J t̂ive solutions and exceptional care to meet the needs 
of patients in the Novi. Ml community

Schedule an 
appointm ent 
today. We’re 
here in your 

neighborhood.

agna car seat designers helping any way they can
Jamie L. LaReau Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Auto supplier giant 
Magna International is 
using its car seat sewing 
skills to get more surgical 
face masks to the medical 
community during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Magna has a team of 
nine designers in Novi 
who have backgrounds in 
fashion. The team typi
cally designs luxurious 
car seats.

Now they’re sewing 
face masks.

“Being able to create 
products, which is some
thing I’m passionate 
about, to potentially help 
thousands o f people is so 
important to me and to 
Magna,” said Ashley Har

ris, an engineer at Magna 
and a metro Detroit 
dressmaker with a pri
vate label.

Harris is sewing doz
ens o f face masks daily. 
She and the team also put 
together an instructional 
guide for folks huddled at 
home with a sewing ma
chine and time on their 
hands. Most fabric stores 
are open because they’re 
considered essential ser
vices.

Magna is also boosting 
production at its cut- 
and-sew seating factories 
around the world to make 
medical masks. It se
cured more than half a 
million masks from China
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A worker repairs a vehicle seat at Magna International. Employees there have been finding new ways to use 
their skills during the coronavirus pandemic. Magna has 348 locations around the world. D e t r o i t  f r e e  p r e s s  f i le

to donate to hospitals in 
North America and Italy.

Finally, Magna said it 
is in discussions with 
automakers on providing 
parts for “ventilators, 
face shields and more.”

“Magna employees are 
problem solvers by na
ture, and we are commit
ted to supporting the 
communities where we 
work and live,” said Tracy 
Fuerst, Magna’s vice 
president o f corporate 
communications, in a 
statement.

Designer’s guide to 
masks

Next Day Skincare  
Nearby, Now in Novi.

Harris, 30, is leading 
the local effort to sew face 
masks. She joined Magna 
in 2017 as a product engi
neer on seat trim and was 
named Hour magazine’s 
best dressmaker in 2019.

Her website states she 
graduated from the Fash
ion Institute o f Technol
ogy in New York City and 
was a former intern for 
Vera Wang, known for de
signing wedding gowns. 
That glamour is on hold. 
Now Harris is sewing 
about 40 face masks a 
day.

“This is why I love this 
company so much,” Har
ris said. “They allow us to 
be entrepreneurial no 
matter the situation.”

Harris is also research
ing other ways the trim 
team can help in the fight 
against coronavirus.

Magna reported $39.4 
billion in 2019 sales. It

makes a variety o f auto 
parts from technology to 
body and exteriors to 
power train. It makes car 
seats for vehicles such as 
General Motors’ GMC 
Acadia, Cadillac XT5 and 
XT6 SUVs.

In recent years, Magna 
has pushed to hire people 
with degrees and back
grounds in fashion design 
to use their creative eye in 
seat design.

“It’s all about blending 
art and engineering as we 
give our customers — and 
consumers — the best in 
seat-trim covers,” wrote 
Frank Eupizi, Magna’s di
rector o f engineering for 
seating, in a February 
Magna blog post.

The nine-member 
Magna group in Novi 
gives the "haute couture 
touch to a wide range o f 
vehicles, including the 
2020 Chevrolet Bolt,

Chrysler Pacifica Hybrid, 
Cadillac XT5 and Jeep 
Grand Cherokee,” Eupizi 
wrote.

Cut and sew

Magna has 348 loca
tions around the world 
including Spring Hill, 
Tennessee, where it 
makes car seats for GM’s 
Spring Hill Assembly 
plant.

In Europe, where Mag
na’s seating plants spe
cialize in cut-and-sew ca
pabilities, the company 
has increased production 
o f face masks to help ad
dress a shortage in Italy. 
In Russia, Serbia and the 
Czech Republic, Magna 
employees produce
51.000 masks per day o f 
two different designs, 
one more complex with 
an additional filter pock
et, Fuerst said.

In Mexico, Magna fac
tories are ramping up to
2.000 face masks made 
per day. These masks are 
for use within the local 
community.

“Our divisions and 
employees around the 
world are donating gloves 
to hospitals, meals to 
health-care workers, and 
hygiene kits to shelters," 
Fuerst said.

SECTION 00 1113 - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DATE:

PROJECT:

OWNER:

April 2, 2020

ENGINEERING/
TECHNOLOGY
DESIGNER:

BIDS RECEIVED:

Novi Community School District 
Elementary Secure Entries 
Novi, Michigan

Novi Community School District 
25345 Taft Road 
Novi, Michigan 48374

Integrated Design Solutions, LLC 
Architecture, Engineering, Interiors & Technology 
1441 W. Long Lake, Suite 200
Troy, MI 48098 . . *
(248)823-2100 . ’ • • .
(248) 823-2200 fax .■

Until 9:00 AM local time on Thursday, April 23, 2020 the Owner will 
receive sealed Bids for the work as set forth in the Bidding Documents 
at:

Attention. Mr. Matt McCarty 
Integrated Design Solutions 
1441 W Long Lake Road 
Suite 200 
Troy, MI 48098

At which time all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. The bid opening will be 
conducted via online conference at https://zoom.us/j/447650103 and via phone at +1 (646) 
558-8656, meeting ID: 447 650 103. A bid tabulation summary will be available.

The Bidding Documents will be on file on and after Thursday, April 2, 2020.

The EngineeringTTechnology Designer will furnish electronic documents to the Bidders.
The documents may be downloaded from: http://cloud.id8-troy.com/bids/bids/novi/ 
elementarysecureentries. Bidders are responsible to check the website from time to time to 
verify they have all addenda, requests for information and other documents related to the 
Bid.

25500 Meadowbrook Road 
Suite 180 I Novi. Ml 48375

(248)940-1927 
f o r e f r o n t d e r m .c o m

FOREFRONT
DERMATOLOGY

The Bid must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized Familial Relationship Disclosure 
Statement. The Board of Education will not accept a Bid that does not include this sworn 
and notarized disclosure statement.

A pre-bid conference is scheduled for Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 2:00 PM local time. In 
compliance with the State of Michigan Executive Order 2020-21 the pre-bid conference will 
be held online. Instructions for accessing the online meeting are included in Section 00 2113 ■ 
INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS, Paragraph 3.

lO-OCHMMM-41 Publinh: April 2. 2020

mailto:pallmen@hometownlife.com
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Michigan: Most suicides in 2018

Graham E. Smith, left, stands with his parents Katherine and Ken Massey, of 
Farmington Hills. Smith fatally shot himself in 2011. His parents frequently share 
their story, trying to fight the stigma of suicide, c o u r t e s y  o f  m a s s e y  fa m ily

Suicide
Continued from Page 1A

increase. A lot o f it has a lot to do with 
just society, a lack o f resources, a lack o f 
mental health care, a lack o f financial 
resources.

“There’s not a lot o f support for peo
ple and there’s a lot o f crisis.”

She advised people to look out for 
others who feel isolated or burdensome. 
Key words to stay alert to are “hopeless” 
and “helpless."

And people should find someone to 
talk to.

“People don’t talk about how to han
dle anxiety, how to handle anger -  these 
normal, everyday emotions that people 
aren’t really trained on how to work with 
and handle and deal with,” Bowman 
said. “The brain is just another part o f 
the body. Some people have what I like 
to call like a brain glitch. Something 
happens (and), just like a computer, it 
glitches. They suicide. They kill them
self usually due to lots o f different 
things.”

She noted that there’s no demo
graphic that hasn’t been touched by sui
cide.

Hometown Life filed Freedom o f In
formation Act requests to find the num
ber o f suicides local law enforcement 
agencies responded to in each o f the 
past five years.

Westland police officers responded 
to 21 in 2019, far outpacing other com
munities but still lower than the 27 they 
reported in 2015.

“The numbers are pretty high,” Chief 
Jeff Jedrusik wrote in an email. “There 
are many factors that play into them. 
Westland is a very large community 
with a much larger population than 
most o f the comparable communities.

“There are stress factors that unfor
tunately lead to suicide. People living in 
the Westland community may be more 
susceptible to these stressful factors.”

He listed gambling, finances, and 
drug or alcohol abuse among stress fac
tors.

Jedrusik pointed out Westland’s me
dian income, which was about $48,000 
in a 2019, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, compared to about $55,000 
across Michigan.

About this series
Suicide has long been a subject most 
people avoid talking about publicly, yet 
suicides in metro Detroit counties have 
increased in recent years.
This is the first in a series of stories 
examining the topic.

“Limited income results in limited 
health care and mental health care op
tions,” he wrote. “People with mental 
health issues are much more likely to 
commit suicide than others.”

He noted that Westland has more 
parks, cemeteries, and other communi
ties, which may draw people from out
side the city who want to kill them
selves.

Livonia police officers responded to 
the second-highest number o f suicides 
in Hometown Life’s coverage area: 10 in 
2019, compared to five in 2015.

“It’s a very daily, routine part o f our 
job to come across someone who is 
emotionally disturbed whether it’s tem
porary or chronic,” Lt. Charles Lister 
said.

Canton Deputy Police Director Chad 
Baugh agreed.

“In almost every situation, there’s a 
component o f mental health that can be 
addressed,” he said.

His police officers have responded to 
32 suicides, mostly hangings, from the 
start o f 2015 through the end o f 2019.

Police have been closing their offices 
for non-essential services because o f 
the coronavirus pandemic. But they 
have emphasized that their police pres
ence has not diminished.

Baugh is preaching calmness: “I f we 
can help calm each other and be a calm
ing vo ice....”

Law enforcement agencies that dis
covered more suicides in 2019 than in 
2015 were Birmingham, Northville 
Township and Livonia police officers; 
Farmington public safety officers and 
Oakland County Sheriff’s deputies in 
Highland Township.

Included were:
I A  South Lyon High School senior 

who died by suicide about a week before 
graduation. His father found him dead 
when returning home from work on a 
May morning.

I  A  58-year-old Novi gunman who

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

•  Wayne •  Oakland *  Macomb #  Kent •  Genesee

i i  “If we reach one person, everything we’re doing is good"

Ken M assey, advocate for families coping with suicide
Data Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

LOCAL SUICIDES SPORADIC

Community 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
South Lyon 2 2 2 1 1

|, |, ., C  h
Novi 5 2 3 2 4

Nowhvtiltt oily ' n n m n H H
Northville Twp 2 0 4 5 5
Farmington 0 0 1 0 2
Farmington Hills 18 11 6 5 6
Wayne H  M B  £3̂  39! (i&Bfr M M I
Livonia 5 15 9 15 10
Plymouth , „«/ 0 , 0  1
Plymouth Twp. 4 2 3 3 1

Bitmingtiainl H Im n m m m m m w s * a . u
Bloomfield Twp. 4 2 1 2  0
Westland liQifry . - 21:
Canton Twp. 9 2 10 8 3
Lyon TWp. m  m a a m *  * a s
Highland Twp. 0 1 5  4 3

Source: Metro Detroit law enforcement agencies

USATOOAY

barricaded himself inside his Venice 
Drive during a July standoff with police. 
It took 21 hours for police to enter the 
home. When they did, the man was 
dead.

I In December, Plymouth Township 
police said they responded to a possible 
murder-suicide in a mobile home park.

Omanrt Sc Eunnw

Historic District Commissioner James 
Salamay, 46, apparently fatally shot his 
estranged wife Christina, 37, and then 
himself.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- 
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

NOTICE OF A  PUBLIC HEARING

In compliance with “Act No. 43," State of Michigan Public Act of 1963, and “Act No. 2,” State 
of Michigan Public Acts of 1968 (“Section 16” of the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act). 
Schoolcraft College publishes this notification of a public hearing on the proposed 2020-21 
College budget. This hearing is to take place at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at 
the Jeffiress Center Board Room, J228, 18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia, Michigan. A copy of 
the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the above address during normal 
business hours.

Glenn Cemy
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Publish: A pril 2 & 5, 2020
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Crem ation

$ 7 9 5
Burial Starting at

$ 2 , 9 9 5
C la y n e  D . F ra ze r, Sr. C la y n e  D . F ra ze r, J r .

Fu ll S e rvic e  Fu n e ra l H o m e
"Lowest Prices , Highest Standards."

21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, Ml 48178
2 4 8 - 6 6 7 - 9 9 2 0  

fra ze rfu n e ra ls .c o m

INVITATION TO BID (Revised in addendum #1)
2020 Hillside MS / Meads Mill M.S. Signage & Gym Remodeling 

NORTHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The Board of Education of Northville Public Schools is accepting firm prime contractor trade 
specific bids for all labor, materials, equipment and all other services to complete the gym 
remodeling at Hillside Middle School and Signage work at Hillside Middle School and Meads 
Mill Middle School.

Plans and specifications may be downloaded electronically and are available for review at the 
office of the AUCH Construction, 65 University, Pontiac, Ml 48342 248.334.2000, on or after 
March 16, 2020. Bid Package consists of Instruction to Bidders, Proposal Forms, General 
and Supplementary Conditions, drawings and pertinent trade specifications. Contact Joe 
D’Agostini atjdagostini@auchconstruction.com for download instructions

Your proposal will be accepted NO LATER THAN 12:00 NOON, April 9, 2020 TO: 
NORTHVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION - 405 WEST MAIN STREET, NORTHVILLE, 
Ml 48167. Bids must be delivered by a courier service (Fed Ex, UPS, etc...) or US 
Mail ONLY by the due date and time. At this time, hand delivery o f the bid proposal 
by the interested bidders is not permitted. '

• <
All bids will be opened and read aloud beginning at 12:30 P.M., April 09, 2020 at the Northville 
Board of Education, 405 West Main Street, Northville, MI 48167. Due to the Governor’s order, 
the live bid opening will be held electronically. For electronic access instructions to view or 
listen to the live stream please use this link.

httP8;//meet.ingKnmer.webex.coin/ineeting8amer/i.php?MTID=mccf49d88283931d8ba35dbb00
b7db574

The password is: Northville
All contracts to be entered into by the Northville Public Schools must and will comply with the 
equal opportunity laws of the State of Michigan.

All bids must be submitted on the forms provided in the bid packet.

All bidders must provide familial disclosure in compliance with MCL 380.1267 and attach 
this information to the bid proposal. The bid proposal will be accompanied by a sworn and 
notarized statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any 
employee of the bidder and any member of the Northville Public Schools, Board of Education 
or the Northville Public Schools, Superintendent. The District will not accept a bid proposal 
that does not include this sworn and notarized disclosure statement.

Proposals must include a Treasury listed bid bond or certified check made payable to Northville 
Public Schools for not less than five percent (5%) of the contract for each proposal over $24,924 
and must be submitted on the bid proposal form furnished with the specifications. All 
proposals shall remain firm for a period of sixty (60) days.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, either in whole 
or in part; to award contract to other than the low bidder; to waive any irregularities and/or 
informalities, and in general to make awards in any manner deemed to be in the best interests 
of the owner.

Laurie Doner, Secretary
Northville Public Schools, Board of Education

Published: April 2, 2020 U>«nODlMM6 Ml
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Man faces charge of harassing 
after several calls to Milford police
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

Milford police say a telephone caller 
broke the law by verbally abusing a po
lice cadet answering the department’s 
business line.

An arraignment is pending on a mis
demeanor charge o f harassing, threat
ening calls, according to online 52-1 Dis
trict Court records.

In the police report, the cadet said a

Stephen Street resident called earlier 
this month to request police response 
because his son had stolen his vehicle.

He was asked to hold for Oakland 
County dispatchers, a Milford police re
port stated. His derogatory insults then 
began, and he hung up before the trans
fer could happen.

He then called several times. The re
port stated the caller used insulting, de
rogatory and sexist language and ac
cused the cadet o f being stupid.

Eventually, the resident stayed on 
the phone long enough to allow the ca
det to transfer the call to Oakland 
County Sheriff’s deputies, and officers 
were dispatched to his home.

An April 14 court appearance is 
scheduled. Court records indicate the 
resident will also show for a misde
meanor charge o f having open intoxi
cants in his vehicle the same day the 
calls were made.

svela@hometownlife.com

Milford police say ex-convict stole 
from car in dead man’s driveway
Susan Vela Hom etownlife com  
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Milford police recently arrested an 
ex-convict for allegedly breaking into a 
vehicle parked in a dead man’s drive
way.

The arrested man, 32, faces a felony 
charge o f larceny from a motor vehicle 
and a misdemeanor charge o f breaking 
and entering a vehicle to steal property 
in Oakland County Circuit Court.

Milford police said in a report they 
were dispatched to Fenn Street the a f
ternoon o f March 6. Neighbors had 
alerted them to a stranger with a ma
chine-powered reciprocating saw ap
proaching the residence o f a homeown
er who recently had died.

Arriving police confirmed that a U- 
Haul vehicle was parked in front o f the 
residence. The stranger had a wrench.

He told police that he was there to re
place the battery o f a Honda belonging 
to “Chris ” He said "Chris” paid him to 
replace the battery.

The stranger could not provide a sur
name or phone number for “Chris.” He 
told police the deal was arranged 
through his girlfriend's Facebook ac
count.

Police noticed the reciprocating saw 
and other tools in the U-Haul.

The resident’s ex-wife and daughter 
arrived and could not identify the 
stranger. The Honda belonged to one o f 
their boyfriends and, the last time they 
saw it, they said, the Honda had an air-

conditioning unit on the rear seat.
An air-conditioning unit and cata

lytic converter with fresh cut marks 
were found in the U-Haul, police said. 
The Honda was missing its catalytic 
converter.

The stranger said a "crackhead” he 
recently met asked him to do the job in 
exchange for him using the U-Haul for 
scrapping purposes.

According to the Michigan Depart
ment o f Corrections, the man was con
victed o f attempted larceny from a mo
tor vehicle in 2019. He pleaded no con
test.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- 
vela.

Mom wins PPO battle in student fight case

Man charged in 
death of cyclist 
at Island Lake
recreation area

Susan Vela Hom etownlife com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

Kayla Daugherty Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

A man has been charged in connec
tion with a fatal vehicle-bicycle crash 
at Island Lake Recreation Area last 
year, according to the Livingston 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Andrew Greff, 31, o f Royal Oak, was 
arraigned on a charge o f moving vio
lation causing death on Feb. 13, Living
ston County Prosecutor William Vail- 
liencourt said.

Police said Daniel Horal, 62, was 
riding his bike west; on State Park Way 
near the Kent Lake Beach entrance in 
the park when he was struck by Greff's 
SUV on April 24. ‘

Horal, o f Brighton Township, died 
from his injuries days later.

Vailliencourt said Greff was origi
nally scheduled for a pretrial 
March 23, but due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the hearing has been ad
journed by the court to April 27.

Greff is currently out on bond.
He faces up to one year in jail if con

victed.

A West Bloomfield mother who went 
to court to protect her son from a former 
North Farmington High School class
mate won a small battle this month,

Oakland County Circuit Judge Lisa 
Langton found the 17-year-old North 
Farmington defendant guilty o f civil 
contempt for violating a personal pro
tection order (PPO) because o f a fight 
that took place after the North Farming
ton-West Bloomfield basketball game 
Jan. 10.

Langton ordered a sentencing for lat
er this year and said a personal protec
tion order, already about a year old, 
would remain in place in an effort to 
keep the son, Kenede Marion, safe.

The decision came several weeks af
ter Farmington Public Schools 
Superintendent Robert Herrera said Ke
nede, a West Bloomfield senior, threw 
the first punch in the fight.

Afterward, Kenede was hospitalized 
for nearly a week because o f a lacerated 
liver and spleen and fractured verte
brae.

The North student had a bruise on 
the right side o f his face and responded 
negatively to his mother’s questions 
that night about whether he needed 
medical attention.

Langton also extended the PPO and 
the stipulations intended to bar contact 
between the teens.

According to the PPO, the North Far
mington defendant must avoid the Mar
ion family’s property and not attempt 
any third-party contact by mail, tele
phone or the internet.

“I support Kenede as what he report
ed was accurate and true,” his mother, 
Kenya Marion, said in a cell phone text 
message. “Kenede is doing as well (as) 
can be expected. He is such a strong and 
resilient young man.”

Kenya Marion is a Farmington Public 
Schools social worker and did not return 
to work until recently. She has filed a 
civil personal injury suit against her 
son’s adversary in Oakland Circuit 
Court.

Her son went to North Farmington for 
10th grade and most o f Util grade. He 
switched schools in March 2019, around 
the same time his mother filed the PPO.

The Marion family was upset when 
Herrera sent a letter to families about 
the fight, in which he said the North Far
mington student was not at fault.

In the letter, Herrera stated the two 
boys were known adversaries. Kenede 
and other West Bloomfield students ap
parently exited the school building and 
lingered outside the doors. Kenede ap
proached the PPO defendant when he 
also left the building, and things even
tually turned physical.

“At this point, the North Farmington

GILLIS BENEDICT/DAILY PRESS & ARGUS
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West Bloomfield High School student Kenede Marion was hospitalized for nearly a week because of a lacerated liver and 
spleen and fractured vertebrae after a fight with another student after a basketball game in January, h o m e t o w n lif e  c o m  f i le

student was grabbed by a friend and 
turned to walk away from the West 
Bloomfield student,” Herrera wrote. 
“The West Bloomfield student then ran 
in front o f the North Farmington stu
dent and threw two punches striking 
the North Farmington student.”

Kenya Marion’s version o f the eve
ning’s events included a hostile game 
where her son was verbally taunted and 
parents and students being confused by 
Kenede not getting any game time.

Kenede has said he was warned that

he would get jumped by the other stu
dent at the game. He said he was at
tacked while walking toward a vehicle to 
go home.

Mercy Kern said she became aware 
her son wasn’t getting along with Ke
nede in December 2018. She said she 
wanted to address the issue with school 
officials and the Marions, but that the 
other family rejected the idea.

She and her son were not aware he 
would be violating the PPO when he at
tended the Jan. 10 basketball game.

“We will live with that,” she said over 
the phone. “We learned the hard way. 
(But) Kenede was the instigator. ... He 
threw the first punch and (my son) de
fended himself.”

Farmington schools also punished 
her son because o f the fight. He was sus
pended for 10 days and denied access to 
after-school activities. The sprinter also 
was supposed to sit out at least half o f 
his track season.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometownlife.com.

mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
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when in a room with a patient and then 
discarded. They are now worn through 
an entire shift unless they become 
soiled.

Not having enough ventilators for pa
tients is always a worry in a time like 
this, Tierney said, but right now, no one 
is sharing ventilators, and every patient 
who needs one, has one. There are no 
plans to rent ventilators, but she said 
that can be done if a ventilator shortage 
comes to fruition.

Tierney, the mother o f a 14-year-old 
girl, asks everyone to stay home. Doing 
so will prevent further spread and allow 
medical staff to continue caring for 
those suffering dire effects from CO- 
VID-19.

“Think about the person you love the 
most, and remember that all these peo
ple who are compromised, whether they 
are sick or elderly or have some condi
tion that makes them more susceptible, 
someone loves them, too,” Tierney said. 
“Everyone deserves to be safe and not 
be at risk for this.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

Development
Continued from Page 1A

work in that area, including in the Hag
gerty Corridor Corporate Park.

“I think the use can work,” he said. “I 
don’t think it’s an island o f residential.

“Our tenants want a place where they 
can walk and bike to work.” '

Novi staff indicated they had several 
issues with the plan as it stood, includ
ing issues surrounding wetland mitiga
tion and traffic.

If approved, it would be the second 
residential development in Novi along 
Haggerty Road north o f the 1-696/1-96/ 
M-5 interchange: the Country Cousin 
manufactured home park is the lone 
residential development north o f the 
freeway on the Novi side o f the road. 
Much o f the east side o f the road, which 
is in Farmington Hills, has homes and 
apartments.

That stretch o f residential develop
ments in Farmington Hills is one o f the 
big reasons Landry believed the project 
would fit into that part o f the communi
ty-

WE 
CORNER OFFICE 
YOU’VE ALWAYS 
WANTED.
Find what your job is missing.

Search local jobs
jobs.hometownlife.com

"Between 12 (Mile) and 13 (Mile), it’s 
all residential,” he said. “There’s a ton of 
residential right there.”

Much o f the discussion was regard
ing the location o f the development, giv
en there is no other residential develop
ment nearby in Novi and the challenges 
it could face.

Commissioner Tony Anthony said 
while the property appeared as a sort o f 
“island” within the city o f Novi, that 
isn’t the case if the residential develop
ment across the street was taken into 
account.

“I can see the connections with Far
mington Hills. I do believe we need to 
have connections with our neighboring 
communities,” Anthony said. “I could 
see this as an extension there.”

The area would be part o f the Novi 
Community School District, and Landry 
said there would be discussions about 
having busing available for students 
who live there.

Commissioner Michael Lynch said he 
wanted to proceed with caution, espe
cially if other similar projects could 
come before the city.

“I think there’s not as much demand 
(for office space) as there was in the

A rendering shows one of the types of buildings planned at the Novaplex 
development, which has been proposed for the west side of Haggerty between 
12 Mile and 13 Mile roads in Novi, c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  n o v i

past. I think we’re going to be doing 
more o f this as we go into the future,” he 
said. “Whatever we do on this project, 
we need to be ready to apply on every 
other project across the city.”

Commissioner John Avdoulos refer
enced another high-profile, unconven
tional project the planning commission 
had recently tackled and improved 
upon, and said the same thing can hap
pen with the Novaplex project.

“It is a project that is out o f the box, 
but we do have residential across the 
street. That’s what made me more com
fortable with this,” he said. “We had the 
same issue with Sakura that came in. It 
was postponed and they came back and 
I’m very pleased with the final product.” 

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter @da- 
vidveselenak.

FOUND THE

Pandemic
Continued from Page 1A

Tierney said all units in the hospital will 
eventually be COVID-19 units “if it keeps 
up at this rate."

As o f 3 p.m. Sunday, 810 COVID-19 
patients were being cared for in Beau
mont hospitals, with 210 more awaiting 
test results. The deaths o f 35 Beaumont 
patients were related to COVID-19. 
Statewide, the number o f confirmed 
coronavirus cases was more than 6,498 
Monday with 184 deaths. The U.S. tops 
all other nations in the number o f con
firmed coronavirus cases at more than 
140,000, including 2,400 deaths.

Numbers were not available for just 
the Farmington Hills hospital, particu
larly with so many tests pending, and it 
is ever changing.

Tierney said the turnaround time to 
get coronavirus test results is anywhere 
from two to eight hours.

The emergency department looks 
much different than two weeks ago,

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

“Everyone deserves to be 
safe and not be at risk for 
th is”
Lauren Tierny
Clinical nurse manager, em ergency and traum a  
center at Beaum ont Hospital in Farm ington Hills

with medical staff all wearing personal 
protection equipment -  N95 masks, 
goggles, protective gowns and gloves -  
throughout their shifts. For nurses, that 
ranges from 12 to 16 hours right now.

The personal protection gear is typi
cally only worn if a doctor or nurse is 
caring for a patient with active tubercu
losis, which is rarely seen.

“Walking through the ER now is like 
wartime nursing,” Tierney said. “Every
one is sick. Nurses are in protective gem, 
intubating patients much more fre
quently than before the outbreak, and 
we me so fortunate to have drive- 
through screening, keeping less sick pa
tients out so A: nurses me not exposed, 
and B: the nurses are able to care for the

people who really need care.”
The ER is not seeing "lower acuity 

folks” anymore and Tierney said more 
people are observing the stay-at-home 
advisory. Critically ill patients me 
brought in by ambulance or by family. 
These are patients with “serious respi
ratory issues.”

“They probably couldn’t walk from 
the couch to the kitchen sink without 
struggling to breathe,” Tierney said. 
"Their oxygen saturation is in the 70s or 
lower.”

How long a patient remains in the 
emergency center depends on the day. 
Some get beds quickly, and some have 
to wait. Most are staying longer in the 
ER than ideal.

Tierny said she is awme o f the na
tional shortage o f medical supplies, but 
said at Beaumont they have been 
blessed with a great supply chain and a 
ton o f donations. Still, the staff can “al
ways use more N95 masks, goggles and 
face shields.”

The protocol for wearing N95 masks 
has changed. Before the coronavirus 
pandemic, the masks were only used

Hometown Life
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
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Original Kmart in Garden City demolished
David Veseienak Hom etownlife com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

The original Kmart building site is no 
more.

The iconic Garden City store was de
molished March 12, less than two weeks 
after preparations for the razing began.

Replacing the former department 
store on the western side o f downtown 
Garden City will be an LA Fitness, which 
has acquired the property and plans to 
construct a gym on the site, Kim Dold, 
the city’s Downtown Development Au
thority director, said.

LA Fitness had informed the city it 
would take about eight months before 
the gym could open.

Once built, the gym would join sever
al other LA Fitness facilities in the area, 
including two in Livonia, one in Ply
mouth Township and one in Allen Park.

Dold said the gym would most likely 
look similar to the LA Fitness on Seven 
Mile west o f Middlebelt in Livonia, 
which opened on the site o f a former 
Farmer Jack grocery store back in 2018.

The building opened as the first 
Kmart back in 1962.

The company spent several decades 
growing, with thousands o f stores locat
ed across the country, but has shrunk 
considerably in the past few years. 
Michigan currently has just one Kmart, 
located in Marshall, still operating.

The the site is just the latest former 
Kmart to see new life in western Wayne 
County. The former store at Wayne and 
Cherry Hill in Westland contains a 
UHaul facility, and the former store on 
Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth Township

As a backhoe grabs pieces of steel beam, a bulldozer punches a dusty hole in the wall of the former Garden City Kmart. The 
building at Ford and Middlebelt roads, home of the first Kmart store, opened in 1962. LA Fitness bought the property and 
plans to build a gym there in the coming months, jo h n  h e id e r / h o m e t o w n u f e  c o m

has been flattened and will become a Farmington in Livonia, which closed dveselenak(S>hometownlife.com or 
new Henry Ford medical center. nearly three years ago, remains empty. 734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter

The former Kmart at Seven Mile and Contact reporter David Veseienak at (5>davidveselenak.

Tax abatement 
sought for 
improvements 
on South Lyon 
building
David Veseienak Hom etownlife.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

It didn’t tsike long for the first busi
ness to show interest in South Lyon’s 
new tax abatement program.

Lyon Township resident Dan 
Schwegler submitted an application 
approved March 9 for the creation o f a 
commerciEil rehabilitation district at 
the old RCA building at 135 E. Lake on 
the eastern edge o f downtown.

Schwegler said he applied for the 
creation o f the district after the council 
approved a tax abatement program 
last month to provide some financial 
relief for restoring the building to its 
former glory.

"It’s nice to see that they’re willing 
to support the efforts to preserve what 
they do have,” he said.

Schwegler now has to apply for the 
actual commercial rehabilitation cer
tificate, which would provide some tax 
relief on the building for a set amount 
o f time. After it gets reviewed by the 
city, it would then need to be reviewed 
by the state, he said.

No one spoke during the public 
hearing for the creation o f the district 
at the council meeting, and the only 
council member to speak about the 
plan was Carl Richards. The only con
cern he brought up was a possible con
flict over any kind o f liquor license be
tween the building and the nearby 
First Presbyterian Church o f South 
Lyon, but other than that, he said such 
a program was made for buildings like 
the RCA building.

“If there’s ever a property in this 
town that deserves consideration for 
rehabilitation, it’s tljis property. This 

' property h&s been ... an eyesore for 
many years,” he said. “The intended 
goal o f the new owners is very ambi
tious, whether they’ll be able to 
achieve it or not, I hope so.”

Schwegler purchased the building 
last year. The plans for the building in
clude a new restaurant that could in
clude top-floor dining.

The building -  which is more than 
100 years old -  requires extensive 
work to keep it in its current condition. 
Schwegler said crews are finishing up 
work in the first level o f the building, a 
process that has taken several 
months, before work on the upper lev
els can begin.

“They just finished pouring the ele
vator pit,” he said. “Right now, we’re 
working on the drain tile so we can 
pour a new foundation.”

As it stands, Schwegler said he 
hopes to open the building by early 
2021.

Tail Waggers veterinarian Dr. Sarah James, left, examines a puppy during a check-up on March 10 with assistance from 
veterinary technician Dominique Reynolds, p h o t o s  by  jo h n  h e id e r / h o m e t o w n lif e .c o m

Tail Waggers pet clinic moves 
to new location within Livonia

cats and dogs, as well as heartworm 
testing and microchipping services. It 
eliminated spaying and neutering ser
vices back in 2018 due to rising costs 
and last-minute cancellations, though 
Kuchinski said she’s hopeful that 
those services could eventually be 
brought back. More information on 
their offerings, including prices,'can be 
found at tailwaggersl990.org.

Clinic manager Kelly Robertson 
said while it’s only been a short time 
since the clinic began operations in its 
new space, she’s already noticing a 
difference.

“I only have to open one door to get 
to any o f the people I need to get in 
contact with,” Robertson said. “We’re 
all much closer together."

The move will hopefully bring new 
clients to the clinic and allow for addi
tional growth. Making such a move, 
Kuchinski said, was due in part to the 
inspiration from the people and pets 
who use Tail Waggers’ services.

“How do you let these people down? 
How do you tell them you're closing 
because o f a little bit o f financial hard
ship?” she said. “We’ve gotten pretty 
confident that the community will 
continue to support us.”

David Veseienak Hom etownlife com  
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

It’s been a roller coaster o f a year for 
the people behind Tail Waggers 1990.

The people behind the nonprofit that 
helps serve pets with low-cost vaccines 
and provides emergency pet food to 
people all across the region,thought 
they might have to close its doors last 
year after being hit with credit card 
scams. But after overcoming that chal
lenge, the organization has kept afloat 
and has even relocated to a new facility 
it hopes will better serve its customers.

“After some financial downfalls and 
bad luck a year-and-a-half ago, basical
ly the community rallied, didn’t want us 
to close our doors, cheered us on and 
this location kind o f fell into our lap,” 
said Laura Kuchinski, the Livonia foun
der o f Tail Waggers 1990. “It was a ne
cessity."

Today, the organization sits at 16322 
Middlebelt in a shopping center. Mak
ing such a move from 28422 Five Mile 
not only made financial sense to the or
ganization, but Kuchinski hopes it will 
allow the program to grow.

“We wanted to be able to add more 
services, we wanted to be able to ex-

k
Bentley peeks cautiously from his 
hiding place at Tail Waggers in Livonia.

pand our volunteer program, we wanted 
to have a little more comfortable space 
for our clients,” she said.

The clinic opened in its new facility, a 
former doctor’s office, at the beginning 
o f March. The property was easy to 
transform into a veterinary clinic, Ku
chinski said, because the exam rooms 
were equipped with plumbing and other 
needs for patient treatment.

The nonprofit now has a dedicated 
room for its pet food and office space for 
its employees.

Tail Waggers provides vaccines for

L I i
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The Penn Theatre in Plymouth hearkens back to the original Penniman Allen Theatre, built in 1918 and formerly just down the street from the present theater on 
Penniman Avenue. That building burned down in 1968. Harry Lush, an employee of the Penniman Allen Theatres in Plymouth and Northville, opened the Penn in 1941.
PHOTOS BY PAMELA A. ZINKOSKY/SPECIAL TO HOM ETOW NLIFE.COM

Northville, Plymouth news that 
made headlines a century ago
Pamela A. Zinkosky
Special to Hom etownlife.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

Our newspapers provide a treasure 
trove o f insight into what life was like in 
our communities long ago.

The Northville Record newspaper 
dates back to 1869, and The Plymouth 
Mail to 1887. We can peruse online is
sues o f each through IoceiI libraries and 
historical societies.

Here’s a look at some headlines from 
these newspapers, precursors to today’s 
Hometown Life community papers, 
from 1920 - 100 years ago.

State police made a fruitless raid

This Nov. 12,1920, sign-of-the-times 
Northville Record headline speaks to a 
commonplace law enforcement concern 
-  the illegal sale o f liquor.

The article names only "the bowling 
alley” as the raid’s target, saying police 
traveled from Plymouth to Northville.

“Not being satisfied with their search 
o f the bowling alley the. potice went to 
the residence of the proprietors on Dun
lap Street and searched everything from 
cellar to garret,” the article states. No li
quor was found save “two bottles which 
contained a small quantity o f liquor - no 
more doubtless than might be found in 
many family medicine closets.”

Northville must provide houses

An April 23, 1920, Northville Record 
article speaks to the “crying need in 
Northville for more houses.” What’s in
teresting is that the anonymous front 
page article reads like an editorial, ad
monishing Northville for not jumping on 
the bandwagon o f building houses for 
those moving out o f Detroit.

"If we sit and wait until conditions 
become normal again the demand for 
houses by those who feel they must get 
out o f city will not be so great and North-

Maybury State Park is the former site of Maybury Sanatorium for tuberculosis 
patients, which opened in 1922 and continued to operate until 1969.

ville will have lost its chance to add 
many families to its citizenship,” the ar
ticle states.

The contract has been awarded

A March 16, 1920, Northville Record 
article proclaims that the city o f Detroit 
will build a sanatorium “among the hills 
west o f town.” A Feb. 7,1919 article pro
vides more details about the tuberculo
sis sanatorium, stating that the Detroit 
common council authorized the bomd 
o f health to spend $100,000 on the land 
“between the U.S. Fishery road and the 
Base Line road west o f this village,” and 
made up o f several former farms.

Eventually dubbed Maybury Sanato
rium, named for William H. Maybury, 
who oversaw its development, it opened 
in 1921 and officially closed in 1969. The 
land is today known as Maybury State

Park, on Eight Mile (Base Line) and Beck 
roads.

Woman may hold any office

On December 24,1920, this Plymouth 
Mail headline reports a radical fact: “a 
woman’s services, thoughts and actions 
are not the property o f her husband.” 
Plaintiff William Leibnitz filed for a writ 
o f prohibition against Phoebe Patter
son, Michigan’s first female judge, as
serting that “as a married woman, she 
has no authority to be a judge o f Michi
gan.”

Judge Henry Mandell dismissed the 
case, agreeing with Patterson’s lawyer, 
Paul Voorhies, who cited the 1918 ratifi
cation o f women’s suffrage as evidence 
that women do, indeed, have the right to 
hold “any township office open to other 
electors o f the township.”

Plymouth man held 
for murder of wife

The 1920s might have been a simpler 
time, but they still had their share o f 
problems. This June 18,1920, Plymouth 
Mail headline reports the murder o f a 
woman named only as “Mrs. Arthur 
Sprague” by her husband, a Plymouth 
resident.

“Sprague shot his wife twice after en
tering the cottage o f Arthur Hood ... 
where she was employed as a house
keeper,” the article reports.

Apparently, Mrs. Sprague had left her 
husband, intending to divorce him, and 
went to work for Hood in Walled Lake. 
Arthur Sprague, who turned the gun on 
himself but did not die, was eventually 
sentenced to life in prison.

Theater management criticized

A Jan. 30,1920 Plymouth Mail article 
reveals friction between Kate Allen, 
manager o f the Penniman Allen Thea
tre, and the local Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. A reprint o f a 
Jan. 22, 1920, letter to Allen from the 
Temperance Union asks that theater 
management “exercise a more rigid cen
sorship o f the pictures exhibited, that 
productions o f the class o f ‘Broken Blos
soms’ may hereafter be excluded.”

Allen’s clipped response to the ladies’ 
group calls their remarks “a personal 
criticism” and says the film "was passed 
by the board o f review as excellent.” The 
Temperance Union responds to Allen in 
a Feb. 6, 1920, Plymouth Mail article, 
stating that the organization was not 
criticizing Allen and that, “The youthful 
mind is very impressionable, and pic
tured scenes o f murders and other 
crimes that would have no effect upon 
the adult mind, do often have an ill e f
fect on the mind o f the child.”

Have an idea for a history article? 
Contact Pamela A. Zinkosky at pazinki® 
yahoo.com.
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Friday Fish Fry Frenzy
Every Friday throughout the 

Lenten season enjoy our cod or shrimp meals.
2 piece cod or 6 piece shrimp served with French 

fries, coleslaw & tartar sauce for $8.95! 
Order ahead and have it ready when you arrive!

33066 W. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml 48152
2484774333

STORE HOURS: MON SAT 9 8 SUN 9 7

Sale valid 4/1/20 - 4/7/20
While Supplies Last • Prices subloct to change, 
la n e s t Fresh Meat a  Seafood Counter in the Areal

Dearborn
Spiral SUced

Han
l b

Premhim Fresh
All Natural

■ H r . .  - - . -

Chicken leg Quarter
990ib

M E A T  ■  W I N E  C E L L A R
Fresh All Natural l r . c fc a «im im fc n |

Bone-in Center Cut mu
ft q pflf A fit  ft m|D d r e i O U !  l u l l  IE SiPork Chop W [ “ » j*w  

$4.89 i b  1  inti Centine

m
Save 30#

Save 60#

Housemade Sausage
Polish or Hungarian 

Koflnsz
$3.99 in

Save $1.00

DeaihoraEntrees to 6o Prepared Stuffed

m S Im m  Smoked Sausage 
.B».cMto Holiday or Kiefbasa

The Pinot Project 
91 Points

$12.99
Conundrum Cambria

White Chardonnay
save $2.oo 91 Points
$16.99 $19.99

$5.99 in $4.99 ib
Premium Fresh

All Natural Ground Torkey
$4.99 ib

Save 50#

Save 1.00

'

33040 Seven Mile Road-Livonia
2484774311 *
Hours 9 AM <iPM, Monday: Closrd

M a d e  f r o m  S c r a t c h
Cream Cheese French

Danish Vienna
$ 2 .4 9  $ 4 .4 9

Save 50« Save 50e

l l n n n n  lA flt  n e tfnuiiuv wiiudi

$ 4 .4 9

S E A F O O D  
Pollock
Fillet

11b Package
m S a v e  $2-00 S 4 . 9 9  C 3

. Save $1.00

Wild Caught CenSea . . . __
Coho Salmon Fillet Cooked Shrimp

$ 1 8 .9 9  m 
* * * • •  $ 8 .9 9  ea

Save $1.00
HHlii O aiin litnllu uduyill

Swordfish Steak 
$ 1 8 .9 9  ib

Mahi Mahi Fillet

Save $3.00

Wild Caught
White Fish Fillet
■ S 1 0 . 9 9 H

[Save $1j

v u iiw v a

EZ Peel Shrimp
31/40 Count 

C K  Q Q  „ „
Save 50e fSave $2.00]
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Gourmet Market

Fresh • Local • Natural

Friday Fish Fry Frenzy
Every Friday throughout 

the Lenten season enjoy our cod or shrimp meals.

2 piece cod or 6 piece shrimp served 0 ^ .

with French fries, coleslaw &  tartar sauce for $8.95! 

Order ahead and have it ready when you arrive

33152 MT. Sevsn Mils Road. Livonia. Ml 48152
248.4774333

Sale valid 4/1/20-4/7/20 
MON-SAT 9-8. SUN 9-7

Lamest Fresh Mast s Seaieed Connor to no Kraal 
Myftost Quality Head-Selected Fruits and Vegetables

Imt Ovsr 1000 Itoms tram Geurmeti Pemestic Chooses to
24t.477.4J33 |j Premium Ball Moats *  Freshly Maie Salatfs

5 ^ 4  An ef BreadFresH Heuse Made InrydaiHlslaa dee BM0 Fleur

PRODUCE
Sweet Darling r r  Washington
Seedless 

Clementines
i  / • O l b B a g - 0

$ 3 1 9 0 1
Canadian

Seedless 
4 ' Cucumber

Lunch Box 
Fuji Applemm

Ic a llto rn la l

Broccoli
ICrownl

Fresh
All Breen

ORGANI

y  Asparagus
9 9 0 Ib

■^California
Head Lettuce J

‘ H L

Organic
Celery
2 / 4

Organic
Lemon
9 9 0 »

DELI
Dearborn

Brown Sugar Ham
$ 5 .4 9 .0

S a v e  $2 .30

&

Organic __
Bed. Greener 

Rainbow Chanl
2 / 5

Organic
Gala Apple 
$ 1 .9 9  ib

E S 3 S S
S E A F O O D ]

I

Q oitrryme 
Frankly Sharp 

Cheddar
$ 4 .4 9  .b

t A  S a v e  $2 .5 0  .

OldTyme
Muenster

§ 4 . 4 9 ,
* - rS d v e S 2 .50J ^

s<II e

“ Butterhall

MSSMB^aBSlSSS1
Entrees to Go 

Muenster Dacon, 
Cordon Bleu or Dacon Cheddar

$ 5 .9 9  ibPremium Fresh 
I  All Natural IThanksgiving Turkey/ 0 h iM f " , Sfem p t M

tfS a £ F $ 3 :5 0 j

S  ; J V S a re  3 0 (1

Fresh All Natural 
Done-ln Center Cut
Pork Chop 
$ 4 .8 9  ib

Societe
Roquefort

m m

¥% FINE CHEESES _
Roth Sartori _

Grand Cru Gruvere Montamore Cheddar
■ $ 1 3 .9 9  >b

Sahlens
Smokehouse Ham

-  fresh Atlantic
Salmon Fillet
J 9 : 9 9  ib

J o e ’s G o u r m e t ^ r f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l  
Catering & Events

W e d d in g s ,  s h o w e r s .

S a v e  6 0 <t

Save $2.00

, Peppers
S  6 1 9 9 1

■ , I
iEVERYDAY GOURMET

Saasagesl Vegetable Fire Roast
■ R o U n i Salmon
$ 5 .9 9  id $ 1 2 .9 9  .

R'Sore $1.00 Save $1.
• ' _
C he f’s  Feature  

Seafood Lasanra

graduations, cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event!

Visit us aL 

loesgourtnrtcatrring.com 

or the Knot

fS a ve ’’

Crab 
[Cake

[$5m

GROCERY*, • .. . * ’ ^
Gia Russa Bonne Maman Primal Kitchen

Jams a Preserves Avocado Oil Items
.......

CenSaa
Cooked Shrimp

31/40 Count

( M l  $ 8  9 9 . . !
p M j | i {  in   I

CenSaaReelShrimp
31/40 Count!

$ 6 .9 9
Save’S2’00

$ W ]

CAFE
loo's Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special

Maftre Traffout 
Assorted Pralines■ F  a a  a a ____ ________ _ c a.ric c iff.

Cream Cheese
Danish Vienna

$2.49 $4.49
S a v e $ O e  S a v e  HOC j

Honey Wheat ____
$4.49 lm27iQ ? M $ 16.99

477431
Hours 9am-6pm 
Monday Closed 
M ade fro m  S cra tch

French

S a v e  .50 <t

Cucina Antica Benerthaa BoMiflen 
Pasta Sauces 

32 oz
$ 6 . 9 9 .

PASTRYj
Chocolate Raspberry Cake] 

$ 1 6 .9 9  6" $ 2 6 ,9 9 8 ;
’Save $5.00 S d v T tfC p ft

Two Bite Tart W ______
Pecan. Lemon or- Jumbo Cookie Lemon Burst

Except Reyale u _ ________
9 9 l ! W $ 2 l 9 9 ]

23 <•

J S m  1  W I N E  C E L L A R  £
 Chock dm Row Atftfltlaiis to tha 90 Point todor 121

Barefoot 750 ml Conundrum White BanflCemine The Plnot Protect
FichrtesTehWr ( 4 C  Q Q  MPabts

3 I D . B 5  C Q  Q Q
i< Sore $2.00 ^ v e v w ■» o#

91Pehrts

■$12199
' > ••
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Franklin junior Kyle Fugedi has verbally committed to play football for Miami (Ohio), c o u r t e s y  o f  k y le  fu g e d i

Franklin’s Fugedi commits 
to play Division 1 football
Andrew Vailliencourt
Hom etownlife.com
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

The current outbreak o f the corona
virus COVID-19 has paralyzed the sports 
world at all levels, including college 
football recruiting, where coaches

around the country are now dealing 
with new restrictions designed to limit 
the spread o f the virus.

Despite the changes, one school has 
always stood out to Livonia Franklin o f
fensive tackle Kyle Fugedi — Miami Uni
versity in Ohio.

The three-star junior verbedly com

mitted March 12 to the RedHawks. He 
had offers from Indiana, Kentucky, 
Central Michigan, Western Michigan, 
Bowling Green and Eastern Michigan, 
in addition to Miami. He also received 
some interest from Michigan State.

See FUGEDI, Page 2B

Help Hometown Life tell local sports stories
Colin Gay and Andrew Vailliencourt
Hom etownlife.com
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

From pros to preps, sports are in an 
unprecedented standstill.

The Michigan High School Athletic 
Association placed an indefinite sus
pension on the winter sports playoff 
tournaments and spring sports as 
schools have been ordered closed

throughout the state.
We at Hometown Life continue to 

find stories o f those athletes and teams 
that would have been playing at this 
point every other year.

But we need your help to tell more.
I f  you have an athlete or a team that 

you feel should get showcased, if you 
have a story that needs to be shared, 
reach out to us with information and a 
few pictures, and we will help make sure

these compelling stories are told.
We want to showcase the athletes 

who may otherwise not get a chance to 
show what they can do during their 
senior year. We want to showcase our 
local teams.

Reach out to Andrew Vaillencourt at 
availlienc@hometownlife.com, Colin 
Gay at cgay@hometownlife.com or 
both at Liv-Sports@hometownlife. 
com if  you have a story to share.

H O C K E Y

Stevenson 
coach aims 
to continue 
dad’s legacy
Colin Gay Hom etownllfe.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

David Mitchell grew up as a self-de
scribed "rink rat."

He followed his father Adam Mitch
ell around, watching him coach at Uni
versity o f Michigan Dearborn. David 
attended all the games, followed the 
team around, soaking in everything he 
possibly could.

It’s where David Mitchell, the future 
head hockey coach at Livonia Steven
son, fell in love with the sport.

From that moment, David and 
Adam Mitchell were inseparable, es
tablishing a connection that went past 
just father and son.

"It turned into my passion, my 
love," David Mitchell said. "It was his 
passion and his love.”

“For me, it was not only 45 years o f 
having a dad, it was 40-plus years o f 
having that connection with your dad 
with the world o f hockey.”

Adam Mitchell died March 8 at the 
age o f 74. Three weeks later, David 
Mitchell’s life has not been the same.

After the death o f a loved one, 
Mitchell said normally, the approach is 
to get back into a familiar routine, find
ing a way to get used to life without the 
person you lost.

But with the world at a standstill, 
schools and business closed and the 
majority o f people sequestered in their 
homes due to the emergence o f the 
COVID-19 virus, David Mitchell says he 
is still facing a level o f shock and dis
belief about his father’s death.

Facing a life o f balancing grief and 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
David Mitchell has reverted to looking 
back at the impact Adam Mitchell 
made, and how he can use that to move 
him forward.

Hockey advocate

Adam Mitchell used to have a joke 
with his son.

When watching David Mitchell 
coach his players at Stevenson, he 
would always tell his son “you yell too 
much.” But as David remembered 
watching his father coach at U-M 
Dearborn and Livonia Churchill in the 
1970s and ‘80s, he saw where he got it 
from.

“He was intense, he was loud,” Da
vid Mitchell said. “We are very, very 
similar.”

“You’d hear him, he was vocal. Like I 

See LEGACY, Page 2B

Sports
Integrity is th e \  

Difference

Q uality Vehicle R epair & Service.

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 5 1 1 5
807 Doheny Or. Northville, Ml 48167

ONLINE COUPONS

Olympic dream delayed one year for CC wrestler
Bill Khan Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

When the disappointing news broke, 
Myles Amine leaned upon the mindset 
that helped him become a world-class 
wrestler.

“1 try to stay optimistic at fill times,” 
he said.

Amine, a 23-year-old from Brighton, 
was four months away from realizing a 
life-long dream by wrestling in the Sum
mer Olympics in Tokyo.

That dream has been put on hold a f
ter Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and International Olympic Committee 
president Thomas Bach agreed to post
pone the Olympics until 2021 because o f 
the global coronavirus outbreak.

Amine qualified to represent the 
small nation o f San Marino in the Olym
pics as a freestyle wrestler when he 
reached the 86-kilogram semifinals o f 
the World Championships last Septem
ber in Kazakhstan. Amine has Samma
rinese citizenship because his mother’s

grandfather came to the United States 
from San Marino in the early 1900s.

The opening ceremony for the Olym
pics was scheduled for July 24.

. "At first, I was a little bit disappoint
ed, because it was so close, within a few 
months,” said Amine, a Detroit Catholic 
Central graduate who wrestles for the 
University o f Michigan.

“I was starting to get anxious. At the 
same time, with my optimistic side, I

See DELAYED, Page 4B
Detroit CC’s Myles Amine, of Brighton.
TONY ROTUNDO/W RESTLERSAREW ARRIORS.COM

mailto:availlienc@hometownlife.com
mailto:cgay@hometownlife.com
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Fugedi
Continued from Page 1B

“Miami checked all my boxes com
pared to the other schools,” Fugedi said. 
“They gave me everything that I wanted. 
With their education being like a public 
ivy (league school), that's really what I 
wanted.”

He added that the Miami coaches 
were always 100 percent honest with 
him, which was something he appreci
ated.

Offers from power five schools were 
intriguing, but the fit at Miami proved to 
be best for Fugedi.

“Personally it didn’t matter to me 
how big the school is or how much it’s 
talked about,” Fugedi said. “Big Ten, 
SEC, anything, it won’t affect me. I 
wanted to go to a good football school, a 
good academic school and one that will 
help me in the future.”

Fugedi played both offensive tackle 
positions for Franklin, often ending up 
on the right side to protect the blind side 
o f left-handed quarterback Jake Kelbert 
(who signed with Northwood). He ex
pects to compete at both left and right 
tackle in college, wherever the coaching 
staff needs him.

"His athletic ability at his size is what 
all the colleges that came in (noticed),” 
Livonia Franklin football coach Chris 
Kelbert said. “They didn’t expect him to 
be as big as he was, and then when 
watching him on film how athletic he 
was for 6-foot-6, 280 pounds.”

Fugedi pairs that size and athleticism 
with elite footwork and agility, which 
he’s gained from his experience as a 
hockey player at Franklin.

The Patriots playoff run came to an 
end just a few weeks ago in the regional 
semifinal.

He began playing hockey at a young 
age, following in the footsteps o f his 
cousin.

“His hockey has definitely helped 
him,” Kelbert said. “The balance, the 
footwork and the foot speed you need to 
play hockey has definitely helped him in 
this whole process and helped him be
come a better football player.”

Fugedi was recruited by Miami’s o f
fensive line coach George Barnett and 
wide receivers coach Israel Woolfork, 
who also happens to be a 2008 Livonia 
Franklin graduate.

Woolfork went on to play college

football at Grand Valley State before 
taking a coaching position at Miami.

Kelbert said he thinks Miami is a 
good fit for Fugedi and is a place where 
he can secure playing time.

“He’s an easy-going kid, loves to 
joke-around and be the funny guy a lot 
o f the time,” Kelbert said. “He’s kind of 
stress free is how I’d put it.

“He doesn’t get really high, doesn’t 
get really low. I think that’s another 
thing that makes him successful, he can 
stay even-keel and doesn’t get the highs 
and lows that some o f the other guys 
do.”

Franklin’s coaching staff places a lot 
o f emphasis on watching film, and it’s 
another area where Fugedi feels he ex
cels. He spends considerable time dur
ing the season preparing for opposing 
rushers.

“1 watch so much film on the other 
teams that I know what they’re going to 
do every time,” Fugedi said. “It helps me 
to be able to predict what they’re going 
to do. With my footwork from hockey, it 
helps me really excel over players on the 
other team.”

In the fall, he’ll have the opportunity 
to keep growing his game both on and 
off the field before he signs in December. 
He wants to keep improving his foot
work and get stronger, something he’ll 
need to do in order to compete at the col
lege level.

“He still has some improvement in 
his strength in the weight room,” Kelbert 
said. “From where he was at this time 
last year to where he is now, spring to 
spring, he’s already really made big im
provements there.

“In high school, he’s one o f the bigger 
kids. In college, he’s going to be a normal 
offensive lineman at Miami.”

Before he joins the RedHawks, Fuge
di said he wants to get Franklin to an
other state title game. When the Patri
ots last made the state final in 2017, he 
was just a freshman and didn’t play due 
to an injury.

“I want to be able to prove that Frank
lin is a better football program than a lot 
o f people think,” Fugedi said.

Contact reporter Andrew Vaillien
court at availlienc@hometownlife.com  
or 810-923-0659. Follow him on Twitter 
@AndrewVcourt. Send game results 
and stats to Liv-Sports@hometown- 
life.com.

Franklin’s Kyle Fugedi chose to commit to play football for Miami (Ohio) over a 
number of other schools, including power five programs, c o u r t e s y  o f  k y le  fu g e d i

Fugedi, who also plays hockey for Franklin, races toward the puck.
TOM BEAUDO IN /SPECIAL TO HOM ETOW NLIFE.COM

I  •

David Mitchell bonded over hockey from a young age with his father, Adam Mitchell. At right, they pose for a photo, p h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  d a v id  m it c h e l l

'P

Legacy
Continued from Page 1B *

try to, he was never demeaning. He was 
just loud with an encouraging motiva
tional voice. He always wanted guys to 
do more, to do their best, to get the most 
out o f his players, for the players to give 
their absolute best. He never, ever, ever 
put down kids and put down anything 
that they were doing. It was always try
ing to instill confidence in them, instill 
motivation in them to inspire them.”

When Adam Mitchell yelled, he was 
loud. But he was always an advocate.

Adam assisted the Stevenson coach
ing staff throughout the season, head
ing up the yearly showcase the team 
hosts and coaching the fall team. He 
also went around the state, preaching 
and selling Spartans hockey to anyone 
who would listen.

“To me, that’s the biggest hole we are

going to have to fill,” David Mitchell said.
Adam Mitchell cemented his imprint 

into the Stevenson hockey program 
simply by his presence.

David described his father as some
one who was a giver, right until his last 
days. That is something the Stevenson 
head coach has tried to build his team 
around.

“It’s what I try to do and what our 
coaches try to do: we try and make sure 
our players know that anything that we 
can absolutely do for them to help their 
career, to help them personally, aca
demically, socially, whatever it is they 
need, they have a resource in us as 
coaches,” Mitchell said. “They have a 
family.”

Continue the trend

Adam Mitchell was a larger-than-life 
figure in many circles, whether it was as 
a hockey coach or working for the De
troit Red Wings for 36 years charting

statistics in the press box.
But to David, he was always Dad. He 

was always there for him. . •
“ In a good way, he was always there. 

He was always there for me in the good 
times and the bad, the successes and 
the failures,” Mitchell said. “He’s not go
ing to be replaced.”

David Mitchell knows about the se
ries o f “firsts” someone goes through 
when they lose someone dear to them. 
For him, it’s going to be the first time he 
takes the ice without Adam, the first 
time Stevenson has a fall game.

But for David, it won’t be only the first 
time. It will be the second, the third, the 
fourth. The loss o f Adam Mitchell will 
never be normalized.

Instead, David Mitchell said it will 
change him, continue to mold him into 
the person his father hoped he would be, 
instilling that drive to help others the 
way his father did.

“I want to make sure I keep feeling 
this way, with that type o f inspiration

and that type o f drive, two weeks from 
now, two months from’ now, two years 
from now, two decades from now,” Da
vid Mitchell said. “I’ll never forget what 
he did, how he did it, how much he did, 
how involved he was and, ultimately, 
how committed he was to his family, to 
my mother, to my brother and sister and 
to me and my kids.”

David Mitchell will take the ice again. 
He will lead Stevenson to another sea
son, a season in which they will honor 
Adam Mitchell in multiple ways.

Moving on is inevitable, but the Spar
tans head coach will never doubt how 
his father felt about him.

“One thing he did, he always made it 
known to me how proud he was o f me,” 
David Mitchell said. “I’ll always hold 
that very special.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

*

mailto:availlienc@hometownlife.com
mailto:cgay@hometownlife.com
mailto:Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com
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LVC GIRLS BASKETBALL ALL-CONFERENCE TEAMS
For the third year in a row, Walled Lake 
Western was the Lakes Valley Confer
ence girls basketball champion, fin
ishing the regular season with a 14-2 . 
league record.
Walled Lake Western is the only team 
from the LVC still alive in the state play
offs, which are suspended indefinitely.
If the postseason is able to be resumed 
at a later date, Western would play 
Hartland in the regional finals.
LVC All-Conference team
I Jenna Galecki, Walled Lake Western, 
Senior
I Lia Krawiec, Walled Lake Western, 
Senior
I Olivia Warren, Walled Lake Western, 
Senior
I Abby Upleger, Mott, Senior 
I Makayla Fuerst, Mott, Junior 
I Lucy Cronin. South Lyon East, Senior 
I Rachel Waranauckas, South Lyon East, 
Senior
I Angelina Haisha, Walled Lake Central, 
Senior

l  H H H U H H H I H i H B H H H H H H

I  Abbey Renner, Walled Lake Central, 
Junior •
I Markayla Hollins, Kettering, Sopho
more •
I  Izzy Dugal, Kettering, Senior 
I  Andie Wolfe, Walled Lake Northern, 
Junior
I Chloe Gilbert, Milford, Junior 
I  Molly Libby, Lakeland, Sophomore 
I  Megan MacDonald, South Lyon, Soph
omore
Honorable Mention
I Riley Dillon, Walled Lake Western, 
Senior
I Mikaila Proctor, Mott, Junior 
I Nina Perl, South Lyon East, Junior 
I  Joanna Zahra, Walled Lake Central, 
Senior
I Irelend Schoof, Kettering, Senior 
I Kelly Hickey, Walled Lake Northern, 
Junior
I  Jenna Hoppe, Milford, Sophomore 
I Grace Goodnough, Lakeland, Sopho
more
I Taylor Plummer, South Lyon, Senior

Marketing 
shouldn’t 
be one of 
them.

Smart local marketmgthat gets results

L O C A L i Q
Mdff A -OcMt NC’WrtfNi

Learn more at locauq.com/sayheHo

Some 
business 
decisions 
are based 
on your gut

Golfers share thoughts on 
last swings for weeks, months

LVC BOYS BASKETBALL ALL-CONFERENCE TEAM
With the basketball season suspended 
and seemingly unlikely to resume, it’s 
time to take a look back at some of the 
areas top players.
The Lakes Valley Conference released 
its boys basketball all-conference team, 
which includes six athletes from Home
town Life area teams (South Lyon,
South Lyon East, Lakeland, Milford), 
plus several more that earned honor
able mentions.
Waterford Mott won the league for the 
third year in a row, posting a perfect 
16-0 record in LVC play. Lakeland placed 
second with a 13-3 record.
The coronavirus suspension especially 
hurts the conference, which still had 
four teams alive in the playoffs, all play
ing for district titles. Mott, South Lyon 
East, Lakeland and Walled Lake North
ern will have to wait and see if their 
seasons can continue.
Here is the full LVC all-conference team:
LVC All-Conference team
I  Isaiah Jackson, Mott, Senior 
I  Dequaveon Washington, Mott, Senior 
I Damarion Bonds, Mott, Senior 
I Austin Boughton, Lakeland, Senior

I David Jabiro, Lakeland, Senior 
I  Nick Branton, South Lyon East, Senior 
I  Bryce Bird, South Lyon East, Junior 
I Kevyn Robertson, Walled Lake North
ern, Junior
I  Jesse Lawson Jr., Walled Lake North
ern, Junior
I Joe Carano, South Lyon, Senior 
I Jeremy Eppes, Walled Lake Central, 
Senior
I Ronnie Savage, Milford, Senior 
I Ben Crenshaw Jr., Kettering, Junior 
I Sam Ahern, Walled Lake Western, 
Senior
Honorable Mention
I A’zion Price, Mott, Junior 
I Caleb Zurek, Lakeland, Sophomore 
I  Zander Desentz, South Lyon East, 
Junior
I Alex Klein, Walled Lake Northern, 
Junior
I Connor McCollum, South Lyon, Senior 
I Donivan Dickerson, Walled Lake Cen
tral, Senior
I Eric Elizondo, Milford, Junior 
I Dominick Phifer, Kettering, Senior 
I  Noah Chambers, Walled Lake West
ern, Senior

Ed Wright Hom etownlife.com  
USA TODAY NETW ORK -  MICHIGAN

•
Dusk was fast approaching at Mick

ey’s Golf Range in Westland.
Worse yet for good friends Jeremy 

Sterner and Prash Mallya, who occupied 
adjoining driving range bays at the oth
erwise vacant facility, was the pending 
midnight start o f Gov. Gretchen Whitm- 
er’s edict that stated everyone except 
essential workers should stay at home 
to combat the spread o f coronavirus.

Until the statewide order, golf 
courses were exempt from closing, giv
ing driving range diehards like Sterner 
and Mallya a place to feel normalcy, a 
space for camaraderie, even if there are 
no hugs or handshakes after nailing a 
30-foot putt.

While insisting that the public’s 
health is far more important than hitting 
golf balls, the duo agreed that golf has 
served as a form o f therapy during the 
recent days o f social distancing.

"Is this essential? No,” Sterner said, 
pausing between swings at his heated 
bay. “But is it safe? Yes. When the state 
o f Washington put its whole shelter-in- 
place program in place, they let golf 
courses remain open because golfers 
aren’t in each other’s pockets. It’s easy 
to maintain a safe distance.”

During a recent 18-hole round at Su
perior Township’s Hickory Creek Golf 
Course, Mallya felt safe in light o f the fa
cility’s seemingly beyond-clean proto
col.

"First o f all, they sanitized and 
cleaned the golf carts and made every
one ride in separate carts so that they 
could maintain the proper distancing,” 
Mallya said. “All o f the employees wore 
gloves, we could only use credit cards 
because paper money is a carrier o f the 
virus. All the safety measures were in 
place.

“We both work out o f our homes now, 
so we’re cooped up until at least 5 p.m. 
every day. Once our work was done, it 
was nice to be able to come out here and

Jeremy Sterner points at his target during a recent night at Mickey’s Golf Range in Westland, e d  w r ig h t / h o m e t o w n l i f e  c o m

hit some balls. It was like therapy.”
Mickey’s owner, Donald Trosper, had 

his driving range set up without em
ployees since the coronavirus crisis 
started — a scenario that appealed to 
both Sterner and Mallya.

“You park your car, get your clubs, 
but your money in the golf ball vending 
machine, then hit some balls,” Sterner 
said. "There are no crowds here, it’s out
doors and it’s refreshing to get out o f the

house. We’re not touching anything ex
cept our own clubs.”

“We need something to keep our san
ity,” Mallya quipped, smiling. “If we feel 
like we’re going to cough or sneeze, we 
step away. It feels safe here.”

Sterner and Mallya both wear gloves 
during these uncertain times on the 
links and the golf balls sprayed across 
the driving range’s acreage are collected 
with machines before being delivered

untouched by human hands into the 
vending machines.

While admitting they are going to 
miss the benefits — both mental and 
physical — that come with golf, both 
Sterner and Mallya said they’ll do what
ever is best for the well-being o f the 
community.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517
375-1113.

mailto:eawright@hometownlife.com
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Myles Amine of Brighton planned to wrestle his final season at the University of Michigan before representing San Marino in the Summer Olympics.
SAM JANICKI/UM  PHOTOGRAPHY •

Delayed
Continued from Page IB

convinced myself maybe it’s a blessing 
in disguise. I’m pretty young right now 
relative to the field o f competition, be
ing 23 years old. Getting another year to 
develop and getting another year o f ex
perience is a great opportunity for me. 
Getting it pushed back, having a great 
coaching staff, having some o f the best 
coaches in the world, getting another 
year with them and my training part
ners, it’s only going to make me better.” 

Amine made history for San Marino, 
a nation o f 33,000 contained within the

borders o f Italy, by becoming its first 
Olympic wrestler. He needed to reach 
the semifinals or place in the top six at 
the World Championships to qualify.

He achieved that goal with a 4-2 vic
tory over Ahmed Dudarov o f Germany 
in the quarterfinals. For good measure, 
he placed fifth.

“It was a really gratifying experience, 
making it to the semifinals,” Amine said. 
"I kind o f forgot I had more matches to 
wrestle. It was really just a great overall 
experience winning that match, getting 
to the semifinals, qualifying for the 
Olympics.

“Immediately after, I was able to cele
brate with my entire family. You win for 
yourself, but in this sense it was win

ning for a cause bigger than myself. My 
family’s heritage, being the first ever 
Olympian in wrestling made that mo
ment even more special. Looking back 
at it, it’s allowed me to become closer to 
my heritage with San Marino.”

Amine hopes to be joined by his 
brother, Malik, on the San Marino 
Olympic team. Malik was unable to 
qualify at the World Championships, 
but hoped to do so at the since-post
poned European qualifier March 19-22 
in Hungary and a last-chance qualifier 
March 30-April 3 in Bulgaria.

Because o f the coronavirus, Amine 
has had to improvise to stay in shape.

Social distancing isn’t a concept that 
works when training on a wrestling mat,

so Amine is unable to wrestle for the 
foreseeable future. He is part o f an in
ternational group that trains at Michi
gan’s facilities.

“Luckily, we have a little bit o f a work
out room in our basement,” he said.

Amine took o ff the 2019-20 season at 
Michigan as an Olympic red-shirt year. 
He plans to compete for the Wolverines 
next winter before focusing solely on his 
Olympic preparation.

He is finishing his undergraduate de
gree in business administration and 
plans to pursue a master’s degree in 
sports management in the fall.

“I’ve had my head in the books at 
home for the past week or so,” he said. 
“Everything moved to online.”
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Joseph Hicks Jr., of Lansing, fights during the 2020 U.S. Olympic team boxing trials in the winter, c h r i s  g r a y t h e n / g e t t y  im a g e s

Coronavirus pandemic puts Lansing 
boxer’s 2020 Olympics dream on hold
Phil Friend Lansing State Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Joseph Hicks Jr. was one step away 
from the 2020 Summer Olympics as re
cently as two weeks ago. He still is, but 
his chance to be on the plane to Tokyo is 
in a holding pattern, thanks to the coro
navirus pandemic.

In January, the Lansing resident was 
named USA Boxing’s representative in 
the middleweight division (75 kilo
grams/165 pounds) for the Tokyo 
Games. But he still needed to work his 
way through one more qualification 
tournament in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
to officially punch his ticket to Japan.

But with the coronavirus pandemic 
spreading across the world and the 
2020 Olympics postponed, Hicks has 
no choice but to sit and wait until 2021.

“I was very disappointed,” Hicks 
said. “I’m still on the team, so every
thing’s still going to plan, there’s just 
more time. Everything is still the same.

"I’m not going to say I’m happy I have 
to wait until 2021, but I’m still blessed to 
be in the position I’m in.”

‘Adopted by Lansing’

Hicks, 26, was born in Grand Rapids
-  also the hometown o f former world 
champion Floyd “Money” Mayweather
-  and graduated from Godwin Heights 
High School, where he played basket
ball.

Hicks never donned the gloves until 
he was 19 years old. He spent the early 
part o f his career training in Grand Rap
ids, but has been in Lansing the past 3 
1/2 years. For two years, his home gym 
has been Greater Lansing Area Special
ized Sports in south Lansing, which is 
run by his father-in-law, Willie Glass.

"I always say: From Grand Rapids, 
adopted by Lansing,” Hicks said. .

Hicks has only been boxing for seven 
years, a relatively short time for an 
Olympic-level athlete, but he’s had a 
meteoric rise. He went from winning the 
Michigan Golden Gloves title in 2013 
(and again in 2015, 2017, 2018 and 2019) 
to becoming the Golden Gloves national 
champion at middleweight in 2019.

And now, he’s wearing the red, white 
and blue in international competition.

When Hicks is not in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, training with USA 
Boxing, he’s at Glass’ gym, where he’s 
joined by three coaches, Wayne "Uncle 
T” Easley, Steve Maniaci and Don 
“Phats” Lofton, all based out o f Grand 
Rapids.

Maniaci, who has been with Hicks 
since the beginning in 2013, said Hicks 
was a fast learner and always knew he 
had a special talent.

“His work ethic, the fact that he was 
so dedicated, and he just has the phys
ical tools: the speed, the power, all those 
things,” Maniaci said. “And then he 
came up so quickly ... when he had 10 
fights, he was fighting people with hun
dreds o f fights and years o f experience 
and doing well and winning. We knew 
the sky was the limit and he’s made that 
happen.”

The Olympic qualifications for North 
and South American countries were 
supposed to start Wednesday in Buenos 
Aires. Hicks was one o f about 30 boxers 
set to compete in his weight class, with 
the top four earning a berth to Tokyo.

“I always train every day like it’s my 
last, so it doesn’t really change (my 
training) for me,” Hicks said. “I’ll just 
take a little more time to learn some
thing new, learn what the USA coaches 
can teach me.”

Hicks believes he was all but certain 
to finish in the top four.

“If you ask anyone about me, my con
fidence and belief is the strongest thing 
in the world,” Hicks said. “You could’ve 
put me in the ring with prime Tyson and 
I would’ve thought I was going to win.”

Late bloomer

Hicks may not have started until he 
was 19, because his mother wasn’t a fan 
o f the idea, but he’s always had an in
terest in the sport.

“My mom thought boxing was a v io
lent sport, and she didn’t want me doing 
it all the time. When I turned 19, I was 
able to sign the waiver myself and pay 
for it,” Hicks said.

It’s family that motivates Hicks, not 
just in boxing, but in life.

Easley, who is also Hicks’ uncle, saw 
his potential in an early bout, when 
Hicks more than held his own against a 
boxer known for his ability for knock
outs.

"They put (Hicks) with one o f the big
gest guys they could find and the guy hit 
him with so many punches. And he 
barely moved him,” Easley said. “I’d 
seen him put 2-3 guys down in the first 
round. My nephew went every round 
with him.

“That told me that this is where he 
belonged and could handle himself in 
the ring, inside and out. I just decided, 
we get in there, work his defense, work 
his offense and put everything together. 
It should come together and that’s ex
actly what it’s doing.”

Hicks’ father died when he was 2, but 
the elder Hicks, an avid boxing fan, in
spired Hicks to step between the ropes.

“Boxing is the way I connect with 
him,” Hicks said. "It’s been a while, but 
it don’t get no better. When I’m in the

ring or the gym, I feel his presence. I feel 
him there. I think it’s him telling me I 
can do better and me telling myself, for 
him, that 1 can do better.”

Bound by the boxing ring

Hicks isn’t the only boxer in his fam
ily-

He married his longtime girlfriend, 
Zoe Glass, on Feb. 22,10 days before he 
left Lansing for Olympic training in Col
orado Springs. She’s a boxer, too, ranked 
third in the 119-pound weight class in 
the USA Boxing Elite Women’s Rank
ings.

“I’ve been there on some o f his losses 
and sad moments,” Zoe said. “I’ve seen 
him come up and be at the top now. Box
ing just connects us. It’s how we met.”

Hicks has a 4-year-old daughter, Ae
rial, who is always a presence when they 
train together in the ring.

“To have somebody that shares the 
same passion as you, and the same, if 
not better, ability than me, it’s special,” 
Hicks said.

The couple has been together for 
three years, and Hicks said he wouldn’t 
be on the cusp o f the Olympics if not for 
Glass’s father, Willie, bringing him into 
the Team GLASS fold.

“It’s a good experience because he’s 
making history for himself and Lansing 
and the community as well,” Willie 
Glass said.

“He says he fights for a different rea
son than a lot o f other people do. He 
fights for his dad that’s no longer here 
and wants to fight for his daughter as 
well. He’s trying to achieve goals for a lot 
o f personal reasons.”

Team USA selection

Hicks’ selection as the US repr^ 
sentative at middleweight didn’t come 
without controversy.

Over the course o f eight days in De
cember at the U.S. Olympic Triads, Hicks 
faced the top-ranked boxer, Javier Mar
tinez, three times. Martinez won the 
first match by unanimous decision, 
sending Hicks to the losers’ bracket in 
the double-elimination tournament. 
Hicks then worked his way back to the 
finals, beating the highly rated Troy Is- 
ley in the process, to take on Martinez 
again.

Hicks scored a split-decision victory, 
forcing a final match between the two 
combatants. Martinez won that bout by 
major decision, making him the U.S. 
champion.

But placement at the trials was only 
one piece o f the final puzzle when it 
came to the Olympic team selection. De
spite Martinez beating Hicks twice and

that No. 1 ranking, USA Boxing coaches 
chose Hicks for the Olympic team.

“At the end o f the day, there wasn’t a 
whole lot between them,” said USA Box
ing head coach Billy Walsh. “Javier had a 
lot more experience but just wasn’t pro
ducing for us. We went with someone 
who had the potential to do that for me 
and the team. We’re looking at who’s go
ing to perform and we took a chance on 
Joe to deliver the goods.”

Hicks lost his first match o f 2020 on 
Jan. 22, but it wasn’t to just anybody -  it 
was to 2017 world champion Oleksandr 
Khyzhniak on his home turf in Bulgaria. 
Hicks lost by unanimous decision, but 
he showed Walsh everything he needed 
to see.

“He had a never-say-die attitude,” 
Walsh said. “He showed a tremendous 
amount o f heart. Those are things you 
can work with. He’s obviously, at this 
level, a novice, and I think we have good, 
overall material we can do something 
with. I think it was worth taking a 
chance on what I saw with his athleti
cism.”

Hicks has competed in more than 100 
bouts lifetime and the wins over Marti
nez and Isley -  when Isley was ranked 
fifth in the world -  went a long way to
ward putting him on track for the Olym
pics.

The list o f American boxers who’ve 
won gold medals at the Olympics is 
filled with a who’s who o f the nation’s 
greatest pugilists: Muhammad Ali, 
George Foreman, Joe Frazier, Sugar Ray 
Leonard, Oscar de la Hoya and Floyd 
Patterson, to name a few.

It’s nothing more than coincidental 
that they’re both from Grand Rapids, 
but Hicks’ fighting style is very similar 
to Mayweather’s. He’s a counter
puncher who’s capable o f delivering a 
knockout (which he did once during the 
U.S. Olympic trials) but prefers a differ
ent strategy.

“I start off pretty slow for the first 
m’inute and then I’ll figure my opponent 
out,” Hicks said. And if you can’t make 
any adjustments, it’s going to be a bad 
night for you.”

If Hicks doesn’t place in the top four 
when the Americas qualifiers take 
place, he’ll get a final chance to qualify 
for Tokyo at the World Olympic Qualifi
cation Tournament in Paris.

"Because o f the lack o f international 
experience, it’s an uphill battle for us 
compared to other fighters who have 
been on the international scene the past 
four years,” Maniaci said.

"However, he’s special, and with the 
right game plan and the right training 
and coaches at the Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado Springs, we like our 
chances.”
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Livestock raised at MSU feed students
Meat lab teaches process 
from birth on farm to fork
Mark Johnson
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICH.

LANSING -  A Black 
Angus gave birth just af
ter midnight on a cold, 
rainy morning.

The newborn stood 
beside her mother, who 
snuffed and snorted an
grily when Anna Lind
quist and farm Manager 
Tristan Foster took the 
calf to be tagged and 
tracked.

It was the fourth calf o f 
2020 bom at the Michi
gan State University Beef 
Cattle Teaching and Re
search Center. Foster ex
pected another 30 calves 
over the following week.

Lindquist, a junior at 
MSU, trudged through 
rain, slush and mud to 
feed the cattle and tag the 
newborn calf. She and 
other students raise the 
calves born at MSU to 
adulthood. At which 
point, many o f them are 
slaughtered, butchered 
and served in MSU’s din
ing halls and at the Bres- 
lin Center and the Kellogg 
Center.

An average o f 150 head 
o f beef and 250 head of 
pork are harvested and 
processed each year, sup
plying thousands o f 
pounds o f burgers, sau
sage and other cuts o f 
meat. It’s what MSU beef 
extension specialist Dan 
Buskirk calls the “hyper
local beef.”

Being with the animals 
is a joy for Lindquist. But 
she has no qualms about 
what’s in store for them.

"Some o f the younger 
generations think their 
food comes from the 
store,” she said. "It has to 
come from somewhere 
before that. I want to help 
people realize that.”

It takes several pages 
in a white binder just to 
list all o f the different 
beef products produced 
at the MSU Meat Labora
tory. It ranges from steaks 
to hamburger.

But the products all 
have one thing in com
mon — they all come from 
cows bom and raised at 
the MSU Beef Cattle 
Teaching and Research 
Center.

January is calving sea
son at the farm. Students

O b itu a rie s

Steven Alexander 
Smith

JO H NSO N CITY,
TN - Steven A lexan
der Smith, born April 
23rd, 1950, passed away 
March 24, 2020, at the 
VA Hospital in Johnson 
City, TN. He is survived 
by his wife, also o f  M il
ford, Ann Marie Franz 
Sm ith and daughter, 
C ourtney Sm ith B er-, 
ry. He is pre-deceased 
by his parents, Frances 
H and Bartlett B Smith 
o f  Milford and a baby 
boy. Brothers are John 
B Sm ith o f  Chelsea, 
MI, and Christopher  
B and David L Smith  
both of Milford and sis
ter, Sarah S Redmond, 
o f  Sum m erville , SC. 
Steve graduated from  
Milford High in 1968. 
Steve served in the Ma
rine Corp in the Viet
nam War. He is now at 
peace.

Buy meat 
from MSU
The products available 
from the MSU Meat Lab 
vary with the time of 
year. Contact the Meat 
Lab staff at 517-353
9773 or msumeats@ 
msu.edu for the current 
list of products and 
prices or visit the Meat 
Lab in Anthony Hall at 
474 S. Shaw Lane, #1358.

and workers are on-hand 
around the clock watch
ing pregnant mothers for 
signs o f trouble. They 
make sure the newborn 
calves are healthy before 
tracking birth weight and 
gender and tagging their 
ears with numbers 
marked on plastic tags.

The calves get an in
jection filled with vita
mins A and D and a min
eral shot, said Buskirk, 
who is also an associate 
professor in the Depart
ment o f Animal Science.

It proved a bit stressful 
on Jan. 24, for the mother 
at least. She watched 
from behind a gate, moo
ing in consternation, as 
Lindquist lifted the calf 
onto a scale to be weighed 
and processed before re
turning the 68-pound 
heifer calf to the pen.

Cows are artificially 
inseminated in April and 
their pregnancies are 
synced so they all have 
their calves at about the 
same time, usually close 
to Feb. 1, Buskirk said.

The calves grow up at 
the farm and, once 
they’re weaned from 
their mother, their genet
ic potential, disposition, 
and growth characteris
tics are evaluated, and a 
determination is made 
whether to add them to 
the beef herd or, for bulls, 
possibly sell them to oth
er farms for breeding, 
Foster said.

Student employees 
and about 140 more from 
two classes help out 
around calving season. 
They come to the farm in 
groups o f three or four 
and stay the night, 
watching for signs o f la
bor or health issues.

Lindquist came in af
ter the night shift left. Her 
dad back in LeRoy has a 
small beef herd. After 
working with them, she 
knew she wanted a future 
involving beef produc
tion.

“I kind o f like animals 
more than humans some
times,” she joked. “It was 
kind o f natural for me to 
want to do something 
with them.”

Workers at the MSU 
Meat Laboratory are 
waiting for the beef cattle 
to put on some more 
weight. Until then, pork 
products continue rolling 
out..

A dozen pigs from 
MSU pork farms came in 
for harvest Jan. 29. Two 
days later, students 

' worked to turn leftover 
pork into breakfast sau
sage.

About 24 head o f pork 
are processed each 
month and the meat is 
sent to every dorm on 
campus, said Jen Domin
guez, MSU Meat Labora
tory manager.

The meat lab employs 
a dozen students who are 
responsible for process
ing the meat that comes 
in from start to finish.

“They are essential,” 
Dominguez said.

Their work includes 
handling animals, butch
ering, breaking down car
casses and processing

MSU students clean and disinfect machinery used in 
the processing of meat in the MSU Meat Laboratory 
in January, p h o t o s  by r o b e r t  k i l l ip s / la n s in g  s t a t e  j o u r n a l

From left, Beef and Sheep Unit farm manager Tristan Foster and student Anna Lindquist tag and weigh a 
newborn Black Angus calf while associate professor and Beef Extension Specialist Dan Buskirk supervises.
MATTHEW DAE SM ITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

the pork, Dominguez 
said.

A cooling fan droned 
over the music coming 
from a radio while stu
dents clad in sweatshirts, 
white coats, gloves and 
hardhats ground, spiced 
and mixed fresh pork.

Once prepared, a stu
dent stuffed the pork into 
a machine that squirts it 
out to be packaged into 
1.5 pound bags.

It was the second 
batch o f pork sausage 
that month. The first 
went to the campus cafe
terias, more than 600 
pounds of spicy chorizo. 
The second batch will be 
sold at the meat lab’s 
store and at the MSU Sur
plus Store.

More students cut the 
meat before it was ground 
and packaged. The cut

ting and packaging 
stages are the highlight o f 
the work for Emily Mal
colm.

"It’s pretty cool,” she 
said. “Now 1 can say, ‘Hey, 
I did that.’ ”

One o f the best perks 
o f the job? Getting to 
stock up on fresh bacon 
and peppered jerky, she 
said.

A steady stream o f 
hungry students traipsed 
up to the Great Lakes 
Plate station through the 
afternoon.. .

Alex Sponsler, a senior 
who grew up on a farm in 
Jackson, said his pork 
lunch wasn’t anything 
special, but he could defi
nitely taste the differ
ence.

“It’s better than store 
bought, I think, with the 
texture and the fresh

ness,” he said.
When customers eat 

or buy MSU Meat Lab 
products, they’re buying 
"Spartan” meat, Domin
guez said. It means the 
meat is tracked from birth 

• o f the animal to process
ing.

“We’re not buying out
side animals,” she said. 
“We know their histor
ies.”

Lindquist had an early 
shift Friday, but she 
wasn’t complaining. She 
walked around the bams 
scooping out pens, re
freshing the water 
troughs and making sure 
all the cattle are properly 
cared for.

“I like the hands-on,” 
Lindquist said. “I like be
ing physically out there 
and seeing a change."

“Some of the 
younger
generations think 
their food comes 
from the store. It 
has to come from 
somewhere 
before that. I 
want to help 
people realize 
th a t”
Anna Lindquist
MSU student

Mwvrcaa

S o u *  C h e f

MSU Culinary Services Sous Chef Ben Segueda talks 
about the food sourced from the university.

Freshman Eric Bao enjoys the fried pork sourced 
from the university at the South Pointe dining hall.
PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Animal Science major Brittany Brown stores the 
packaged and labeled pork sausage inventory at the 
MSU Meat Laboratory.
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Zoom is booming in COVID-19 era

Reporter Jefferson Graham uses the background feature of the Zoom app to put 
him at the beach s c r e e n s h o t

Can you hear us? Here 
are tips to get started

J e f f e r s o n  G ra h a m
USA TODAY

If you’re like the rest o f us, Zoom has 
become a prominent new fixture in your 
life.

The video conferencing tool has been 
a backbone o f enterprise. But now 
keeping our distancing amid the coro
navirus pandemic has sent students 
and workers home, and people are 
climbing the walls looking for things to 
do. Zoom has soared to the top o f the 
Apple iOS app chart as the No. 1 most 
downloaded app and No. 6 on Google’s 
Android chart.

Zoom is similar to Skype and 
FaceTime in that it’s used for video con
ferences. However, Zoom has expanded 
into new uses such as teaching, book 
clubs and just general hangouts. Zoom 
is free to use for meetings less than 40 
minutes, and charges monthly sub
scriptions, starting at $14.95 for longer 
meetings and larger groups.

New to Zoom or wondering how to 
get the most out o f it? We’ve got 10 tips 
for you.

First, you’ll need a laptop or comput
er with a webcam, an accessory web
cam, or a smartphone or tablet with a 
built-in camera. (Which is pretty much 
every model nowadays.)

Begin by going to the Zoom website 
or downloading the app and registering 
your account. From there, once regis
tered, click "Host a Meeting” and send 
out the invite URL to others to join. (Or 
you can await your invite on the other 
side, if you’re a participant. The meet
ing can be joined on a host o f devices.) 
Invitees don’t even need to be on a lap
top, or use the app. They can simply ceill 
in on a phone number as well.

Our tips:

1. Do an audio test

Don’t skip over this step. Your meet
ing won’t go very well i f  people can’t 
hear you. Zoom will ask you to confirm 
that you’ve heard a tone and then play
back sample voice audio.

2. Have good lighting

Participants have a choice o f appear
ing on camera or not. But if you’re going 
to replicate the meeting experience, 
then you want to have the camera on. 
Otherwise, the conference table is emp
ty. Or the class is devoid o f students. 
People want to know who they are 
speaking to. So look your best! Dress 
well, comb your hair, sit up straight and 
place yourself in a great spot that’s not 
full o f distractions.

Michael Oldenburg, a marketing ex
ecutive with drone maker DJI, suggests 
starting the meeting as a participant 
with the video off. This will give you a 
few moments to see yourself on the 
screen and make yourself look present
able.

3. Gear suggestions

I f you’re going to take meetings using 
the phone app, invest in a cellphone 
stand or mini-tripod with a phone 
attachment. AirPods or some other 
form o f headset will let you be hands
free during the meeting and will help 
eliminate distracting background 
noise. You may also want to invest in a

higher grade webcam, as a good, acces
sory camera will give you better audio 
and video. Logitech’s C9205 ($69.99) 
records in 1080p high definition. But if 
you’re willing to spend more, the Brio 
($199.99) is touted as the “widest, 
sharpest, fastest” webcam, one that ad
justs for backlight, records in 4K resolu
tion and can zoom around the room if 
you’re a pacer.

4. Multitasking could 
get you in trouble

Speaking o f privacy, Zoom offers an 
"attendee attention tracking” feature 
that lets the employers check to make 
sure we’re all paying attention. So if 
you’re tweeting away during a meeting, 
or answering a personal e-mail, big boss 
will know.

5. Mute, mute, mutel

One o f the cool features o f Zoom is 
the ability to mute your mic when you’re 
not speaking. This is a vital thing to stay 
on top of. Because otherwise, as the 
speaker talks, they could be accompa
nied by the sounds o f typing, rings or 
kids screaming in the background. It’s

an easy fix. Mute is the first thing you’ll 
see on the bottom left. Click “MUTE" to 
go silent, and unmute when it’s your 
turn to talk.

6. Bored with the 
standard look? Adjust it

In Zoom’s preferences section, it lets 
you add a unique background, similar to 
the green screen you see weather re
porters stand in front o f on TV. Zoom 
does an admirable job o f cutting you out 
and sticking you over another location. 
(See the accompanying shot where I ap
pear to be at the beach, when in fact, I’m 
actually in the home garage.) To use it, 
go to “Preferences" and upload a photo. 
Make sure it’s not one with distractions 
that will send the participants looking 
at the background and not you.

7. Share a screen

Hosts can share from their computer, 
everything from word documents, 
spreadsheets, Photoshop, Adobe Pre
miere and Apple Final Cut Pro editing 
programs, to opening cloud-based files 
from Dropbox and Google Drive. The 
share button is on the bottom tab, in the 
middle o f the screen. Just click it, and 
choose which program you want to share.

8. React

Zoom has a chat window for you to 
offer text comments during a meeting, 
or you could respond like they do on In- 
stagram and Twitter with graphical im
ages. Zoom offers thumbs up and ap
plause icons.

9. Record the meeting for later

Click record to keep the meeting ar
chived, and when the meeting ends, 
Zoom will download the archived file to 
your hard drive.

10. Stream

You can stream the meeting to Face- 
book and YouTube, but you’ll need to be 
a paying subscriber. There are a number 
o f steps involved, which Zoom points 
out on its support page.
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Top 5 hard skills that companies need most this year
Kate Lopaze
thejobnetwork.com

You may be hearing about how it’s a 
big trend for employers to zero in on soft 
skills when hiring. People skills! Leader
ship skills! Emotional intelligence! 
Those are indeed important, but when 
you're on the job hunt soft skills aren’t 
the only ones you’ll need to get to the in
terview (and beyond). No matter what 
job you have, you’ll need some measure 
o f hard skills as well.

According to a recent Linkedln study, 
these are some o f the most crucial hard 
skills that employers are seeking this 
year.

What are hard skills?
GETTY IMAGES

cial intelligence (Al) is an incredibly 
powerful option. Whether it’s business 
analysis, predictive algorithms, and 
metrics, or interacting with customers, 
Al is really the future of business across 
all industries. Those who can help de
velop more intuitive Al systems and 
harness the power o f machine learning 
(while hopefully avoiding a Terminator
like future state) will continue to be in 
high demand.

To develop expertise in artificial in
telligence, online courses in Al basics 
are widely available. Data analysis skills 
are also a valuable starting block if 
you’re interested in building your Al 
skills.

UX design

If soft skills are all about how we 
work (like organization, management, 
or creativity), hard skills are about the 
work itself -  what we work on and what 
tools we use.

Hard skills are specific, quantifiable 
skills that allow someone to do highly 
specialized job functions. For example, 
for someone working in a bilingual com
munity, being fluent In more than one 
language is a hard skill.

A hard skill is usually one that you 
can learn by taking classes or doing spe
cific training. Using the bilingual exam
ple, you can build this hard skill by tak
ing Spanish lessons or using an app-led 
learning program to develop your lan
guage skills. And once you’ve learned it, 
it’s something you can demonstrate in a 
concrete way.

What are the top hard skills right 
now?

As we look to 2020 and beyond, the 
hard skills that employers want right

now are largely based on data analysis 
and technology. More than ever, compa
nies are getting huge amounts of data 
and using tools to translate that data 
into business insights or decisions.

Blockchain expertise

Knowing how to wrangle cryptocur
rency (mining it, validating it, storing it, 
or moving it) is not yet a super-common 
skill -  but for those who have it, it’s im
mensely valuable. To build your block
chain skills, you'll also need a solid base 
of coding and software development 
skills. There are courses online that can 
help you develop those base needs; then 
you can move on to blockchain-specific 
coding skills.

Cloud computing

These days, everything is backed up 
in “the cloud.” Many companies are run
ning their entire business out o f cloud- 
based data and applications, and all

that data needs advanced engineering 
and management—so cloud computing 
is one of the hottest skills going. In fact, 
according to PC, cloud computing was 
the highest-paid IT certification o f 2019. 
To hone this skill, you can take online 
courses to earn certification.

Analytical reasoning

If you’re not necessarily interested in 
the nitty-gritty engineering aspects o f 
tech, just about every single company 
out there is looking for analysts who can 
take endless amounts o f data and help 
turn it into predictive analytics, or in
sight that can guide business decisions. 
Basic courses in data analytics and stra
tegic thinking can help you get started 
in this skill area.

Artificial intelligence

As companies look for ways to sup
port and refine their workforce with ma
chine learning and data analysis, artifi-

You may not spend a lot o f time notic
ing what your specific user experience 
(UX) is when you use an app, but you 
probably do notice when it’s bad, or 
slow, or clunky. With so much o f com
merce and business conducted via on
line platforms, those who can design 
and refine a good user experience are a 
hot commodity for most companies. 
Classes in software and web design Eire 
a good start here, including specific 
platforms like Adobe.

Hard skills are often dependent on a 
specific job or company’s needs, but if 
you’re looking to broaden your skill base 
these five areas are a good place to stEirt. 
These hard skills Eire future-facing and 
will also help you develop plenty o f soft 
skills (like creativity and innovation) 
along the way.

Kate Lopaze is a career advice jour
nalist for TheJobNetwork.com where 
this article was originally published. 
She investigates and writes about cur
rent strategies, tips, and trending topics 
related to all stages o f one's career.
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TOPGWAY PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS
1 Hero- 

worship 
8 Not —  (fair to 

middling)
13 Gave a prize 

to
20 Big name 

in cassette 
tapes, once

21 Bad booze
22 “Wouldn’t It 

Be —  (“My 
Fair Lady” 
song)

23 Start of a 
riddle

26 Came after 
that

27 Violin master 
Mischa

28 Library 
no-no

29 Aflame
32 “Every day —  

new day"
33 ETs' craft
34 Brief tussle
36 Riddle, part 2
44 Not wholly
45 “Cool" moola 

amount
46 Bottom
47 Pro-school 

9P-
48 “Hi, Don Ho!"
49 Tease in fun
51 Store window 

info: Abbr.
52 Smear all 

over
55 Riddle, part 3

57 —  -bah (big 
wheel: Var.)

58 Reach as far 
dS

59 “On the 
Beach” 
novelist 
Shute

60 Jimmy 
Dorsey hit

62 More furtive
63 “Uncle 

Moses” 
novelist 
Sholem

66 Riddle, part 4
69 Gen —

. (millennials)
70 Rental for 

relocation
72 Flip out
73 Feudal 

toilers
75 Novelty
77 Miniver’s title
78 Riddle, part 5
82 Moon of 

Neptune
83 Be the victor
84 Sci-fi sage
85 Lasso part
86 Suffix with

pool

87 “Oh, really?”
89 Country 

singer Tillis
90 Charge to run 

a promo
91 End of the 

riddle
97 Firebug’s 

crime

98 Possible 
reply to “Are 
you sure?"

99 “That’s the 
guy!”

100 Calendar 
spans: Abbr.

101 Tehran native
104 Candle parts
106 Dominion
109 Riddle's

answer
115 Barbuda’s 

partner 
island

116 — two (a 
few)

117 Books filled 
with maps

118 Most sharp
119 Spacek of “3 

Women”
120 Pedicure 

target

DOWN
1 Pal, to Pierre
2 Diet, lookup
3 Thurman of 

“Kill Bill"
4 Ear feature
5 Make —  for it 

(take off)
6 Tautness
7 Alibi, e.g.
8 Like many 

horse hooves
9 Reaction to a 

punch
10 Optimistic
11 Leopardlike 

animal

12 —  McAn 
(big name in 
footwear)

13 Format of 
AP Radio 
Network

14 “Alas!"
15 Lemmon/ 

Wilder 
comedy

16 Take hold 
again, as a 
plant

17 Three, in 
Munich

18 Yale alumni
19 Bit of force
24 Try, as a

Cd S6
25 Turkish VIPs 

of old
29 Wash gently 

against, as 
the shore

30 Novelist 
Calvino

31 Dice toss
33 Infantry

division
35 1990s fitness 

fad
37 Tom Cruise’s 

role in 
‘Mission: 
Impossible”

38 Get —  start 
(not begin on 
time)

39 "Sure, put me 
down for it”

40 Not in the 
country

41 Neck and 
neck, 
scorewise

42 Fix at the 
vet’s

43 Eva, Magda 
and Zsa Zsa

49 Objects
50 Middle name 

of Emerson
51 Rhino’s pair
53 Canon 

camera 
series

54 Under oath 
legally

56 Roman 106
57 Odists, e.g.
58 Swiss canton 

or its capital
60 Reject rudely
61 Lay new turf 

on
63 Her niece is 

Dorothy Gale
64 Shepherd 

once of ‘The 
View"

65 Sounding like 
a crow

67 Bad blood
68 Prefix with 

cuspid
71 Zodiac feline
74 Italian 

handbag 
brand

76 Pouty states
78 Shed 

feathers
79 Composer 

Carmichael

80 On the move
81 Many minors
83 Hot dog, 

informally
84 Rural assent 

to a woman
88 Feline in 

competitions
89 Ailment with 

red spots
90 Confess 

about
92 Submit, as 

homework
93 Emergency 

room sorting
94 Waikiki wear
95 “Alas!”
96 Bites lightly

101 “Out of 
Africa" writer 
Dinesen

102 Bit of Viking 
writing

103 Poker post
105 Corp. money 

handlers
106 “Climb —  

Mountain”
107 Make mad
108 Israeli 

statesman 
Abba

110 Frat letters
111 Calendar 

spans: Abbr.
112 Onetime foe 

of the USSR
113 Waikiki wear
114 Immigrants’ 

class, in brief

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 7024247 or 
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles"

books at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
4 5

4 6 9 1
2 5 7

2 4 8
3

3 7 9
5 6 9

4 6 2 8
8 7

D iffic u lty  L e v e l  A A A  4/02
Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row. column and box. 
Each number can appear only once In each row, column and box. You can 
figure out the order in which the numbers w ill appear by using the numeric 
clues provided in the boxes The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

JAZZ MUSIC WORD SEARCH
F E D M T M I E c 3 Y U u G Y P K D E S
S Z c s H A F V V C C P s L S D N A B E
Z E Y T C F C 0 R D 6 H D A B s S F D C
Y B 1 H M H I Y B N R G 0 B M E A w G T
Z H A T A I Y M T K 3 0 A R u Y A B T I
R Z S A E E R C P U H C H L u A I B C 0
J s A V R G R K E R K C B C A S Z A I N
U u 6 3 T D R Z D B 0 3 D B E A A R N B
c E G 0 S I R E E 0 E V A N I U B S 0 E
s D E C N R w A R U II I I K V z A N T A
z a C B I B T J U P U 8 G S D L L 0 A D
G L I E A P F B S z E U L 0 E P L K I s
Z R 0 B R D L F A A I z F E 0 A A C D G
P E V 0 R 0 G N E I H L K T T B 0 I H V
D T p P w T N S N N L A M Y 3 I Y L 0 E
0 N c H J E P P R E L W R F C F M R R V
Y I s 6 I C N u W S B A T M T 0 Z E N 0
0 C H A N 6 E s N 0 I T A P 0 C N Y S 0
K S J Z N 0 I s u F K K Z E T N 3 J 3 R
H 0 0 H T A Z N F Y P 0 T L A G Y L A G

Find On words bidden vertically horizontally diagonally and backwards.

WORDS
BACK-BEAT 

BALLAD 

BAND 

BARS 

BASS 

BEBOP 

BLOW 

BLUES 

BOOGIE 

BRIDGE 

CHANGES 

DIATONIC 

DOUBLE TIME 

FUSION 

GROOVE 

HARMONY 

HORN 

IMPROVISE 

INTERLUDE 

JAZZ 

LICK 

MAINSTREAM 

RHYTHM 

SECTION 

SYNCOPATION 

VOICE

ANSWER KEY
0 0 0 0 0 0 0  a o o n o  o o o o o o o
POOOBOO 0 0 0 1 3 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
p a o o o o o o o o a a o o o o o o o o o  
r  o a n o a o  0 000(3  a o a a o  
p o o  a n a  mon 0 0 0 0 0  
□ n o o n o o o D O O o a o o a a o o n o  
ODOO0 O b o o  a n o n  o a o  
0 0 0 0 0  0 0 0 0  o a o  0 0 0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  n o n  0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0OO O O  O O 0 O 0 0  B0O O Q  
GOOD OOO0OOOO0OO O0OO 
a o o D U  0 0 0 0 0 0  a o o o o  
0 0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0 O  0 0 0 0 0 0 ( 3 0 0
□ 0 0 0 0 0  o o a  a n n o  0 0 0 0 0

OOOO BOO OBOOOO
0 o o a u o o o o a 0 o n o o a o o a o a

0O OO Q  0 O 0  ODD D O B 
O O B 0O  0 O 0 B 0  0O 0O D O10OD0
N I 3 H lY  I  I  d |0  3 d J  O H O N fl 9  V J  I
D B O O O 0B  O 0 0 0 O  O O O 00O O  
0 0 0 0 0 ( 3 0  D 0 O 0 O  0 O O B 0 0 O

fr L Z 6 9 e 8 i 9
s I e 8 L z 9 6 fr

6 9 8 5 fr 1 Z I G

9 6 fr 9 L G 8
Z 9 L I. e 8 fr 9 6
e 8 fr L 6 9 S Z I
8 fr 9 e 1 L 6 9 Z
I Z 6 9 9 fr G 8 L
L G 9 8 6 I fr 9

The Classifieds
Your source for everything 
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your local area.
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