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Huron Valley to close leisure pools for good
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

The leisure pools at Huron Valley 
Schools will rem ain closed even after 
social distancing ends.

District officials recom m ended per­
m anent closure of the leisure pools d u r­
ing a virtual school board meeting

May 4, and the board m em bers voiced 
agreem ent. They will take formal action 
at a May 18 m eeting.

Superintendent Paul Salah kicked off 
a live-stream ed YouTube presentation 
about the pools by noting the board has 
to approve a budget by June 30.

Last year, leisure pool costs resulted 
in a $500,000 budget deficit.

“We don't get ancillary funds for the 
pools,” Salah said. “Any costs for the 
pools not covered by m em bership fees 
are covered by funds m eant to educate 
kids.”

He cited issues the district has been 
dealing w ith for som e time, including 
low base foundation allowance, funding 
from the state  th a t has not kept up with

inflation, declining enrollm ent, and 
now, the grim specter of fallout from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“COV1D-19 has not only destabilized 
the entire economic engine of our coun­
try, but our budget in Huron Valley 
Schools,” he said. “Two m onths ago, if

See POOLS, Page 8A

Courts use 
video apps 
to stay open
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

The 52nd District Court in Novi b e­
gan returning to som e sem blance of 
norm al operations am id the  corona­
virus pandem ic th is past week.

Judge Travis Reeds sa t on the  bench 
in an  em pty courtroom  wearing a 
m ask as he conducted court business 
via Zoom, a video conferencing p la t­
form.

The court building rem ained closed 
to the general public and cases and ju­
ry trials have been pushed back be­
cause of the health  crisis.

But a m asked judge conducting 
hearings was forward movem ent amid 
the legal paralysis th a t cam e w ith Gov. 
Gretchen W hitm er’s s ta te  o f em ergen­
cy and stay-at-hom e orders.

The 52nd District Court has broad­
cast on its website: “The court will be 
hearing informal m atters, smEill 
claims, and som e criminal m atters via

See COURTS, Page 8A

N ovi-based  
m en ta l h ea lth  
co. exp an d in g
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

The unusual com bination o f behav­
ioral health services and banking led a 
Novi com pany before the  city’s p lan­
ning commission.

Behavioral Care Solutions, located 
a t 39465 W. 14 Mile, has proposed an 
expansion to  the building it currently 
occupies. The expansion would in ­
crease the footprint of the structure by 
about 3,800 square feet while keeping 
part of the  former ban k ’s drive- 
through.

That area is currently used as a 
standalone ATM for PNC Bank, which 
rem ains on site as a part o f a deal to 
purchase the  property several years 
ago, said Bob Clemente, CEO of Behav­
ioral Care Solutions.

“The ATM has been presen t at this

See COMPANY, Page 8A

South Lyon’s Biggby reopens

Biggby South Lyon owner Karissa Canfield, left, cleans the steamer as employee Elizabeth Rapp makes an order May 7.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Drive-through up as new owner renovates off-limits interior
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

While m ost businesses have closed 
their doors for the last two m onths, Ka­
rissa Canfield has reopened one.

The New Hudson resident bought the 
Biggby Coffee at 22729 Pontiac Trail in 
South Lyon after th e  previous owners 
closed its doors in March. Canfield, who 
also owns the Biggby Coffee located at 
30771 Milford Road in New Hudson, said 
she was approached by the form er ow n­
er to purchase the  coffee shop and 
jum ped at the  opportunity.

"I purchased it, cam e in and did some 
heavy cleaning,” she said. "We switched 
out som e equipm ent th a t was dam aged 
or not working and got it up and running 
in one w eek"

The shop reopened in late April and 
has offered drive-through service since 
opening, per the Gov. Gretchen W hitm ­
er’s order to keep dining rooms closed 
until the end of May to help stop the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Having the  lobby closed to custom ers 
m ade it easy to  begin renovating the

See BIGGBY, Page 8A . •

“The custom ers have 
been so happy we're 
reopened. They come 
through and 
compliments galore.’*
Karissa Canfield
Owner, Biggby Coffee
South Lyon, New Hudson locations
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Pandemic is tough, but these 
near-centennarians are tougher
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Betty Hamilton poses for a photo with friends who served in the Navy with her during World War II.
COURTESY OF BETTY HAMILTON

Robert Tessmer in a photo taken in Stuttgart, 
Germany in 1945. c o u r t e s y  o f  r o b e r t  t e s s m e r

Get in line, coronavi­
rus pandemic.

You’re not the  first, the 
worst, or the hardest tim e 
endured by these seniors 
closing in on a century on 
this planet.

These wom en and 
m en lived through a Great 
Depression, fought a 
world war and have seen 
even worse. They’re here 
to offer perspective as the 
world battles an  invisible 
enemy.

No place like home

Jim  Miles celebrated 
his 94th birthday by lis­
tening to Johnny Cash 
and eating a sirloin steak 
dinner at the American 
House W estland Hunter 
senior living community.

His birthday was a lit­
tle different th is year. He 
wore a m ask and was d is­
tan t from family.

But “I’m not gonna sit 
around and cry,” he said.

Miles doesn’t m ind be­
ing at home -  it’s being 
away from hom e th a t he 
remem bers as difficult.

Ju st out of high school, 
he left Alabama for the 
Army, where he was 
taught how to drive a 
tank  and sen t to Germ a­
ny, where he served 
alongside Mel Brooks, 
who later becam e a fam ­
ous comedian.

Miles recalled how 
afraid he was at night, 
unable to fall asleep as 
bom bs fell, thinking of 
hom e and wishing to be 
there.

“I’d never been away 
from hom e before, b u t I 
went to Germany and met

a lot of people over there 
and w ent through a war, 
and I drove tha t tank  and 
that was the biggest thing 
-  the urge to come home 
all the tim e,” he said. “Fi­
nally, it was over.”

He said he received a 
lot of m arriage offers 
while overseas, and he 
m et a lot of people -  and 
just like here, you stay 
away from the  bad ones 
and stay w ith the good 
ones.

Miles rejected the 
m arriage offers and even­
tually m ade his way to 
Michigan, where he got a 
job at Ford in Wixom and 
found the girl he would 
marry.

Joan was employed by 
Ma Bell w hen he m et her.

They had five children 
and shared 39 years of 
m arriage before she died.

He learned in life that 
hard work is key and 
there are good people 
wherever you go.

And even when you 
can’t  roam, “hom e isn’t 
such a bad place to be.”

Horrors of war

Robert Tessm er came 
from hardy stock.

His father, a tool and 
die maker, served in 
World War I. He met 
Tessm er’s m other after 
returning from France in 
1918. She was an  Alpena 
native working at Wool- 
worth’s in Detroit.

The couple m arried on 
Christmas Eve in 1923, 
and Tessm er was born 
Aug. 6,1925, in a hom e on 
Park Street th a t Henry 
Ford had built for plant

workers.
W hen he was 5, just as 

the Great Depression was 
beginning, his parents 
decided w est Dearborn 
was too rustic and  moved 
across tow n to east Dear­
born.

“We had a very tough 
tim e during the Great De­
pression, bu t I never 
knew it. We always had 
enough to eat and I had a 
lot of friends to  play 
with,” he recalled.

Tessm er was active in 
the Boy Scouts and re­
calls collecting alum inum  
pots and pans and  rubber 
for the  war effort while he 
was a student at Fordson 
High School.

He was drafted into 
the Army in December 
1943 and the following fall 
left New York on a ship 
with 7,000 other men 
bound for Marseilles, 
France. They arrived Oct. 
20, 1944, trekked 500 
miles north  to  Alsace- 
Lorraine, and less th an  a 
m onth later were in com ­
bat, advancing against 
the German troops, dug 
into foxholes and m an­
ning the  w inter line.

"We had to dig them  
out a t a great expense to 
lives,” Tessm er recalled.

They lost a quarter of 
their com pany the  first 
day in battle, and a third 
of their battalion. In the 
fined six weeks of 1944, 
they advanced 50 miles 
toward Germany. They 
had begun w ith 13,000 
men, bu t by Christmas 
were down to less than  
half tha t despite having 
received reinforcements.

By mid-April, with his 
unit just outside of S tu tt­
gart, Germany, the  fight­
ing ceased as Germans 
surrendered in' large 
num bers.

Tessm er recalled his 
20th  birthday present 
cam e w ith th e  dropping 
of th e  atom ic bom b on Hi­
roshima, which canceled 
his planned deploym ent 
to Japan.

On Easter Sunday in 
1946, Tessm er came 
home.

That summer, he w ent 
on a blind date with Clau- 
dine, who was from Ply­
m outh. Four years later, 
on June 24,1950, after he 
com pleted his engineer­
ing degree at the Univer­
sity of Michigan, they 
wed.

They raised three chil­
dren in Dearborn and 
then  lived in Northville 
for 12 yeats before they 
moved to Abbey Park at 
Mill River in Lyon. 
Tessm er owned a m anu­
facturing business and 
traveled the world with 
Claudine.

Tessmer recalled th a t 
for years he never shared 
with his family the hor­
rors of war: the  m en who 
died on either side of him, 
including his best friend; 
the extrem e w eather con­
ditions; the lack of proper 
food.

He has since suffered 
more tragedy, losing his 
youngest son three years 
ago to pulm onary fibro­
sis, and just over a m onth 
ago, after nearly 70 years 
of marriage, Claudine 
died.

The coronavirus pan ­
demic is yet another 
blow.

“The problem with 
coronavirus is no one u n ­
derstands it or knows 
w hat to  do w ith it,” 
Tessm er said. “It’s like 
the bogeyman around the 
corner, ready to jum p out 
at you. ...

“This will be a tough 
one for our country, eco­
nomically and medically 
and for the whole world.”

Cup o’ tea and 
laughter, best 
m edicine

For Joan Morgan, who 
has seen her share of suf­
fering, including losing 
two of her children in in ­
fancy, what sets the coro­
navirus pandem ic apart 
is the loneliness of social 
distancing.

“Having to be away 
from people is the hard­
est time,” she said.

Morgan was born Dec. 
U, 1925, in England. She 
was 13 years old when she 
and her family, gathered 
around the radio, heard 
Prime M inister Neville 
Chamberlain declare war 
against Germany.

Her m other m ade tea, 
as she did during any ca­
tastrophe, som ething 
Morgan is doing a lot of 
these days, and about 
which her coffee-drink­
ing friends a t Abbey Park 
laugh.

“It helps me,” she said. 
“If all else fails, drink a 
cup of tea.”

Plenty of scary times 
followed th a t tea tim e in 
front of the  radio as Lon­
don was bombed. She re­
m em bers in particular 
one Saturday night after 
walking hom e after m eet­
ing a friend. As 16-year- 
old Joan passed a 
churchyard, she heard a 
“doodlebug” overhead -  a 
G erm an-m ade self-pro­
pelled bomb.

She crouched down to 
shelter in the churchyard 
as the  bomb hit a farm a 
short d istance away and 
then  began to laugh hys­
terically as she saw chick­
ens hanging from the 
trees, flapping , their 
wings. ,

."The farmyard was 
com pletely demolished, 
bu t to  see tha t at that 
tim e, it looked so funny to 
see the chickens flapping 
up in the  trees," she re­
called. "The bombings, it 
w asn’t som ething we 
dwelled on too much, it 
was an  expected thing -  
‘Oh well, here we go 
again.’

"Five years of the war, 
tha t was a long time.”

She joined the Royal 
Air Force at age 17 with 
the perm ission of her fa­
ther, a London police offi­
cer.

"I kept up on Dad until 
he gave permission, I just 
m ade his life hell,” she 
joked. “I thought I was go­
ing to see the world, but I 
never did.”

She served for four 
years as a World War II 
ground radio operator.

Joan m et Joe Morgan 
while in the  service and 
they m arried in 1947. 
They soon learned the 
m eaning of “for better 
and for worse.”

The couple suffered 
the loss of two children in 
infancy, a traum a which 
Joan said m akes the p an ­
dem ic and every other 
hard tim e pale in com par­
ison.

“I think, ‘So w hat, I’ve 
seen worse, this is not the 
worst I’ve seen in my 
life,’ ” she said. "I feel 
strongly about those re­
volting, dem onstrating.

They have a lot to 
learn. They need to know 
a little*more about life. 
Everybody is feeling dif­
ferent and out of their 
depth, but if we don’t 
hang together, w e’re go­
ing to get lost.

“If you don’t hang to ­
gether, there is no hope.”

The dark tim es early in 
her m arriage were com ­
pounded w hen Joe 
couldn't find work in Eng­
land, driving him to apply 
for a job with the Ford 
Motor Company. He land­
ed an  engineer position in 
Michigan, for $200 per 
m onth and the family 
was separated from him 
by an ocean for two years.

One of Joan’s happiest 
tim es cam e when the 
family reunited one week 
before Christm as in 1956,

S«e TOUGHER, Page 3A
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Farmington Hills co. delivers ventilator parts
David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Mike Hamzey has never seen an  order like the one 
his Farmington Hills distribution com pany received at 
the end of March.

Ju s t as most businesses were shutting down, the 
R.M. Wright Company rem ained open as an  essential 
business, distributing various parts to the region’s fac­
tories. Then an  order for distributing two types of 
parts used for building ventilators came in.

“You can’t  produce anything if you don’t have 
parts,” said Hamzey, president and COO of the com pa­
ny. “M anufacturers rely on distributors to get those 
parts to where they go.”

Now, the 80-year-old com pany on Freeway Park 
Drive near Halsted and 10 Mile has joined several o th­
ers in the region in the battle against the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“We take it extremely seriously, our role in this,” 
Hamzey said. "... You’re fighting a sickness tha t kills.”

The company distributes tiny fittings and needle 
valves needed to build ventilators from the m anufac­
turer to Ford Motor Company, which is building venti­
lators at the Rawsonville Plant in Ypsilanti Township. 
Hundreds of thousands of the small parts are being 
shipped to the auto plant and to  a testing facility in 
Redford Township.

Mark Lambert, sales m anager with the R.M. Wright 
Company, drives about twice a week to deliver the 
parts to either facility.

“I’m handling this thing from beginning to end,” 
Lambert said. “I take four different fittings there (to the 
testing facility in Redford) and they flow test it.

Mike Hamzey, president and COO of the R.M. Wright 
Company, holds two bags of plastic parts used in the 
assembly of medical ventilators in his Farmington 
Hills warehouse, jo h n  h e id e r / h o m e t o w n l if e .c o m

“I just delivered about 40 ,000  of them .”
The company is moving 150,000 needle valves and 

400 ,000  fittings, enough to outfit ten s  of thousands of 
ventilators. Hamzey said the order is the largest in the 
com pany’s history, which dates back to 1940.

While he declined to share the total value of the a r­
rangem ent, he said it was a “m ulti-million” dollar 
transaction.

That funding couldn’t come at a better time for the 
company, which employs 26 people. The R.M. Wright 
Company has been able to keep everyone on payroll 
during the pandemic.

One reason the com pany could do so was because it 
secured a Paycheck Protection Program loan from the 
federal government. Having those funds -  which the 
com pany received with help from its financial in stitu ­
tion, Chelsea S tate Bank -  allowed the com pany to 
keep its payroll num bers until it received paym ent for 
the distribution order.

“It allows us to use our own funding for this project, 
because there’s going to be som e lag tim e between 
paym ents,” he said. “That money now, instead of being 
directed toward payroll, and having to be taken out of 
our credit line, the PPP allowed us to receive funds for 
two m onths of payroll. That money got freed up ” 

Hamzey said he’s happy to have been able to keep 
his longtime employees, he’s looking forward to when 
the pandem ic ends and regular work can resume.

In the  m eantim e, he takes pride in his company a s ­
sisting in the battle against the virus that has shaken 
the globe, relating to the m antra “arsenal of health," a 
play on words stem m ing from Detroit’s nicknam e of 
the “arsenal of dem ocracy” phrase used during World 
War II.

“If you look back at World War II and how th a t was, 
you knew  we were building planes and tanks in a 
plant, but you had no idea how all tha t material got 
there,” he said. "Distributors and suppliers like our­
selves m ade tha t happen.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak(a) 
ho-netownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him  on 
Twitter @ davidveselenak.

Tougher
Continued from Page 2A

after Joe had scrimped 
and saved and bought a 
mobile hom e for Joan and 
their children, Marilyn 
and Paul.

Joe walked to the air­
port in Romulus from the 
mobile hom e on Michi­
gan Avenue in Wayne to 
pick them  up, because he 
didn’t have the money for 
round-trip  travel fare.

He wore out his shoes, 
the children were so u n ­
happy thinking Santa 
wouldn’t  find them , they 
had a “Charlie Brown” 
Christm as tree, and they 
ate chicken for their holi­
day dinner instead of tu r­
key. Sixty-four years la t­
er, it rem ains Joan’s fa­
vorite Christmas.

“We were together, we 
were a family. They 
hadn’t seen their daddy 
for two years,” she said. 
“It was the m ost enjoy­
able Christmas I ever had, 
the first Christmas I came 
to the States.”

But that, she noted, is 
how life goes: some of the 
best tim es are after the 
worst times.

Joan, who lost her 
husband 20 years ago, 
has tim e now to think of 
th a t often. W hen her 
m other-in-law  was in a 
nursing home, she said 
she would look at the  
people there and pity 
them , thinking of how 
lonely they m ust be as 
they sat and stared into 
the distance, at som e­
thing beyond her vision. 
Now she sees clearly.

"I thought how lonely 
they are, but they aren’t 
lonely," she said. “They 
are thinking of their 
m em ories” .

At 94, she thinks often 
of the  good tim es, which 
still outweigh the bad.

“There will be happy 
tim es agaih,” she said. 
"These things don’t last 
forever.... I don’t consider 
(the pandemic) harder, I 
consider it another epi­
sode in a lifetime. Each 
tim e som ething happens 
tha t is catastrophic, it is 
another part of life.”

Joan said as a Brit, she 
is “not very emotional,” 
but said tha t times of 
stress are another matter. 
The key difference be­
tw een this tim e and other 
difficulties is the ability to 
come together in support 
of each other.

"During World War II, 
if som eone lost a son or 
daughter and you heard, 
you went to the house 
and there were hugs and

tears and love all around,” 
she said. “That is w hat I 
m iss now. I m iss going 
outside and saying, ‘Hi, 
how are you?’ and giving 
a hug.

“I m iss hugs, I can’t 
wait for them  again.”

For now, she goes on 
her balcony w hen she 
can, soaking in the  sun, 
drinking her tea, and re­
mem bering the happy 
tim es.

Rationing com es 
round again

Betty Hamilton was 
born Nov. 18, 1923, in 
Terre Haute, Indiana. She 
spent time during her ele­
m entary school years on 
her grandparents’ farm, 
where she and her p ar­
en ts had moved to help 
when her grandparents 
becam e ill. She milked 
the  cows and  fed the 
chickens while her b ro th ­
er raised rabbits.

Betty looked up to her 
brother, who becam e a 
schoolteacher. When 
World War II began and 
he w ent into the service, 
she soon followed, enlist­
ing in the Navy on her 
20th  birthday. She land­
ed at the Great Lakes 
shipyards in Bay City, 
where she worked as a 
teletype operator for the 
duration o f her service.

The bare grocery store 
shelves these days draw 
som e sim ilarities to that 
long-ago time, she said. 
Hamilton remem bers get­
ting ration coupons for 
m eat and cigarettes tha t 
she sent to her sister-in- 
law, and shoes, which she 
sen t to her mother.

Now, she has someone 
else to bring her the  ne­
cessities. She is cooped 
up in her apartm ent be­
cause of the coronavirus 
pandem ic, b u t tries to 
m aintain her health. 
W hen she wakes, she ex­
ercises, gets dressed, and 
breakfast is brought to 
her room. She does an ­
other set of exercises u s ­
ing weights in her room, 
and then  likes to read,

H M M

C harles Boulard, Building Official 
City of Novi
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World War II Army veteran Robert Tessmer, 94, sits 
outside his New Hudson residence on May 7.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

particularly books by speaking by phone from
Jam es Patterson. American House in West

Betty m arried John Bloomfield. “If you feel
Hamilton, a Marine, in In­
diana after the war, but 
was widowed after just 15 
years when her husband 
suffered a heart attack in 
his early 50s. They had 
three children.

The grandm other of 
six urges everyone to take 
care of them selves.

"Everyone has prob­
lems, but we can always 
resolve them ,” she said,

Joan Morgan, 94, who joined England’s air force at 
age 17 during World War II, smiles outside her Abbey 
Park residence on May 7.

good and have pretty and stay safe, and right 
good health, th a t is a now, stay home." 
blessing. So stay healthy

CITY OF NOVI 
NOTICE OF PROVISIONS OF THE 

NOXIOUS WEED ORDINANCE

TO: All owners, occupants or possessors of subdivided lands or lots:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN th a t in accordance w ith C hapter 21, Article II, of the Code 
of O rdinances, City of Novi, Michigan, all noxious weeds, or o ther weeds, grass, brush, or 
deleterious, unhealthy  growths exceeding a height of eight (8) inches, growing, standing or 
lying upon any property in the  City of Novi, shall be cut down, destroyed or removed as the 
case may be, a t least twice in each year, once during the last h a lf of th e  m onth of May and 
again du ring  the las t h a lf of July of each year and more often as may be necessary.

If the owner or occupant, or any person or persons, agent, firm, or corporation having 
control or m anagem ent of any subdivided land or lots or any other non-subdivided parcel 
of land upon which any building or buildings have been erected shall fail, refuse, or neglect 
to comply w ith the above mentioned Code provisions, the city shall cause the weeds, grass, 
brush, deleterious, unhealthy  growths, rubbish, to be cut down, destroyed, or removed. 
Provided, further, th a t any lands which are  situated  w ithin the floodplains or any natu ral 
stream s or w atercourses, or any area between the lower or upper banks of such stream s or 
w atercourses shall be exempted from the provisions of such Code provisions. The expense 
incurred by th e  City in the cutting, destruction, or removal of sam e, together with an 
adm in istra tive charge established pursuan t to resolution of City Council, will be levied and 
collected against such property in the m anner provided by law.

Failure to comply w ith the requirem ents set forth in C hapter 21, Article II, of the Code of 
O rdinances, City of Novi, Michigan, may also resu lt in the prosecution for same, and liability 
to the ex ten t of the penalty therein  provided.

Betty Hamilton, a World War II Navy veteran, plays 
bingo at American House senior living community in 
West Bloomfield, c o u r t e s y  o f  Am e r ic a n  h o u s e

World War II Army veteran Jim Miles recently 
celebrated his 94th birthday at American House 
Westland Hunter, c o u r t e s y  o f  Am e r ic a n  h o u s e
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Felician convent mourns deaths o f 11 sisters
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Typically, Easter Sunday is a celebra­
tion of life for those of the Christian 
faith.

But this Easter was a sad one for the 
Felician Sisters in Livonia as two wom ­
en died who had spent much of their 
lives there serving Christ.

Sister Celine Marie Lesinski and Sis­
ter Mary Estelle Printz are am ong 11 Fel­
ician sisters in Livonia to die during the 
coronavirus pandemic, though they did 
not all die from COVID-19. Sr. Mary Clarence Borkoski

The longstanding convent is known 
for its service. But for the women who 
live there, com m unity is a huge part of 
their lives th a t isn’t possible right now.

"All the sisters here in Livonia are 
devastated  at the loss of so m any sisters 
at one tim e,” said Sister Mary Cynthia 
Ann Machlik, the former comm unicator 
for the  Livonia convent. "Sisters, how­
ever, th a t were close in age or are friends 
are truly heartbroken.”

The convent put a no-visitor policy in 
place during March. Since then, the sis­
ters have abstained from communal 
Mass and any group gatherings and are 
regularly screened for COVID-19 sym p­
tom s. Despite those precautions, the 
coronavirus has changed their lives and 
taken som e of their friends.

“The biggest change is the  loss of the 
com m unal life th a t is a t the heart of the 
Felician charism. We naturally gather 
five tim es a day -  in the morning for 
prayer and M ass, in the evening for 
prayer and rosary, and three tim es for 
m eals,” said Sister Mary Christopher 
Moore. "So we dine at the table of the 
Lord, and we share all our m eals togeth­
er. It may have been th a t aspect of our 
lives th a t may have m ade us more sus­
ceptible w hen the virus struck.”

As Felician nuns, the women dedi­
cated  their lives to service and the 
church. Here’s w hat each of them  did 
during their tim e in the  convent and 
how they’ll be rem em bered by friends.

Sr. Celine Marie Lesinski

Sr. Mary Martinez Rozek

A woman of prayer:
S iste r Mary Luiza W awrzyniak

Sr. Mary Janice Zolkowski

sem i-retired years, Sister Mary Clar­
ence still sought m inistries tha t would 
find her working with children, espe­
cially those in ’at-risk’ areas. She also 
assisted  with the Felician Associate 
program, and assum ed the role of assis­
tan t director, which she held until leav­
ing for the care center in Michigan in 
2018. There, she assisted  w ith the  Mon- 
tessori Center, listening to the children 
read and joining in school activities and 
evening program s.”

A journalist:
S iste r Rose Mary Wolak

A Detroit native, Wolak died April 21 
a t age 86. She had been a Felician for 64 
years.

After earning a degree studying Eng­
lish, teaching and journalism , Wolak 
spent m uch her life being a teacher and 
supervising yearbook classes. She re­
tired from teaching in 2006.

Wolak also spent time in Rome. Ac­
cording to her obituary, “Sister Rose M a­
ry was assigned to the Felician Gener- 
alate in Rome twice, from 1989 to 1993 
and 1999 to  2003 for a total of eight years 
and worked as secretary in the English 
section of the Vatican Secretariat of 
State." .

A sto ryteller:
S iste r Mary Jan ice Zolkowski

At age 86, Zolkowski died April 22. 
She had been a Felician Sister for 68 
years. Aside from teaching studen ts to 
tell stories, she herself was a writer.

“In 1976 Sister was com m issioned to 
write a book: ‘Felician Sisters of Livonia, 
Michigan: First Province in America,’ ” 
her obituary reads. “During this time 
Sister Janice also served as adm inistra­
tive assistan t to the president of St. Ma­
ry’s College, Orchard Lake from 1978 to 
1982. The lengthy book of 586 pages em ­
braced over four years of intensive re­
search and was com pleted in 1984.”

Throughout her life, Zolkowski was 
also an archivist and published work in 
the Livonia Observer, Catholic Educator 
and a special edition of Wyanie Spec- 
jalne, a Polish publication.

Sr. Victoria Marie Indyk

Sr. Mary Patricia Pyszynska

Sr. Mary Luiza Wawrzyniak

An adm inistrator:
S iste r Mary A lice Ann Gradowski

Gradowski died April 25 at age 73 af­
ter being in the  Felician congregation for 
55 years. The Bay City native’s lengthy 
career in education included a variety of 
adm inistrative roles. She was known as 
a teacher, principal, councilor and m in­
ister.

“As principal, Sister was involved in 
m any extracurricular activities: Eucha- 
ristic Minister, parish council, teaching 
in the  R.C.I.A. program, conducting 
Share-the-W ord discussion groups and 
participating in week-end renewals,” 
her obituary reads. “A ttendance at b as­
ketball and soccer games, school dances 
and  parish raffles were also an  im por­
tan t part of her life as principal.”

A nurse:
S iste r V ictoria Marie Indyk

Indyk is the  youngest Livonia Feli­
cian Sister to die during the coronavirus 
pandem ic. She died April 26 a t age 69 
after having been in the congregation 
for 50 years. She hadn’t  yet retired.

According to her obituary, “Sr. Victo­
ria Marie served as a nurse at St. Mary 
Hospital in Livonia and St. Francis 
Home for the Aged in Saginaw and as di­
rector of nursing at the  convent infirm a­
ry in Livonia, returning to nursing at St. 
Mary Hospital, then  serve as nursing 
adm inistrator at St. Joseph Convent/ 
Angela Hall, prior to joining the nursing 
faculty at M adonna University in 1997. 
She served as a professor in the nursing 
departm ent at M adonna University u n ­
til her death." .

In line w ith nursing, Indyk was an 
"ardent” supporter of the Felicians’ 
work in Haiti. She led m ission trips 
there with nursing students to serve 
people:

» * *.
A friend to  im m igrants:
S iste r Mary M artinez Rozek

On April 28, Rozek died at age 87. At 
th a t tim e, she had been a Felician for 70 
years. Though she was born in Chicago, 
Rozek spent her life serving people in 
Michigan.

As a foreign language teacher for 
m ost of her career, she spent tim e in re ­
tirem ent teaching English to im mi­
grants from Spanish-speaking coun­
tries.

According to her obituary, “In her la t­
er years she taught Spanish and English 
as a Second Language at South Bend, 
Indiana, and continued with Hispanic 
m inistry in Pontiac and Clinton Town­
ship, teaching English skills to Hispanic 
im m igrants after returning to the con­
vent in Livonia in 2007.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
a t stankersle(S>hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
(G>shelby_tankk.

Wawrzyniak died at age 99 on April 
10. A Felician for 80 years who joined 
right after high school, she was known 
for serving others through prayer.

According to  her obituary, "She work 
(ed) in the  laundry and hobby shop, 
packed bread for the poor and was a 
prayer minister. Confined to a wheel­
chair, Sister was self-sufficient for m any 
years and daily she could be found in the 
m ain chapel saying the Stations of the 
Cross. The m om ents of prayer before 
the Blessed Sacram ent rem ained the 
source for her valiant disposition and 
faithfulness.”

During her life of service, Wawrzy­
niak was also a teacher, laundry helper 
and was a “sunshine person” for the a 
convent, m eaning she helped uplift the 
wom en in the infirmary.

A teacher:
S iste r Celine Marie Lesinski

Lesinski was one of Livonia’s two sis­
ters to  die on Easter Sunday, April 12. 
She was 92 years old. The Detroit native 
was w ith the  Felicians for 71 years.

“A teacher, organist, librarian and di­
rector of volunteers a t Angela Hospice 
Home Care, Sister Celine Marie led a 
very active life,” her obituary reads. 
“Teaching, however, was her predom i­
nan t ministry.”

Lesinski was a teacher for 55 years 
and  worked as a librarian for 27 years. In 
retirem ent, she served as a prayer m in­
ister in Livonia, where she lived from 
2005 until her death.

A principal: . t
S ister Mary Estelle Printz .

Printz died Easter Sunday, April 12, at 
age 95. The Detroiter was part of the Fel­
ician congregation for 73 years and wore 
a num ber of hats  throughout her life. 
Before joining the  Felicians, she spent 
tim e working for Chrysler in its con­
trac ts departm ent.

According to her obituary, “She be­
gan her career as an  elem entary teacher, 
then  moved to  teaching high school 
business education and served as a 
principal for 14 years. Sister was also su ­
pervisor of the business office at St. Ma­
ry Hospital and assisted at two General 
Chapters with typing and other duties.”

In her post-education life, Printz be­
came a local m inister for three years b e­
fore retiring in 2016.

An advocate:
S ister Thom as Marie Wadowski

Wadowski died April 15 at age 73. 
Hailing from Detroit, she was a Felician 
Sister for 54 years. As an elem entary 
teacher, she was known to have a spe­

Sr. Mary Alice Ann Gradowski

Sr. Mary Estelle Printz

Sr. Thomas Marie Wadowski

Sr. Rose Mary Wolak

cial way w ith kids.
“A highlight of her teaching m inistry 

was a project w ith the second-grade 
children of St. Damian School, W est­
land, to act out a commercial written for 
Campbell’s Cream of M ushroom Soup,” 
her obituary reads. "The commercial 
took the grand prize in the Camden, N.J., 
soup m aker’s 'Bring the Campbell Kids 
to Life’ contest. The script won out over 
85 entries from second graders across 
the country.”

After retiring in 1999 because of 
hetilth com plications related to multiple 
sclerosis, Wadowski served as a library 
aide at M adonna University. Later in 
life, she was known by her sisters as 
som eone who would advocate for the 
needs of others and comfort those near­
ing the  end of their lives.

A m inister:
S ister Mary Patricia Pyszynska

After 75 years as part of the Felician 
Congregation, Pyszynska died April 17 
at age 93. In a 60-year education career, 
she eventually becam e a religion teach­
er.

“She served as an elem entary and 
middle school teacher in 13 schools 
throughout the state  of Michigan,” her 
obituary reads. “On a journey that 
spanned 60 years in the m inistry of edu ­
cation, 31 years were in teaching and 29 
as director of religious education.”

After coming to  Livonia in 2007, Pys­
zynska continued to work in pastoral 
m inistry until her retirem ent in 2011.

A lifelong Felician:
S ister Mary Clarence Borkoski

Borkoski was taught by the Felician 
Sisters throughout her elem entary 
school years and pursued a Catholic 
education in high school. Shortly after 
graduating, she joined the Felicians. She 
died April 20 at age 83 after being with 
the Felicians for 64 years.

Vocationally, she was a teacher for 48 
years, from which she retired in 2008. 
But she kept her love for children and 
served them  for the rem ainder of her 
life. ,

According to her obituary, “In her
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Commission plans public meeting 
to discuss Pontiac Trail roundabout
Susan Bromley Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Construction on a roundabout at 
Seven Mile and Pontiac Trail in Salem 
Township is scheduled to begin next 
month.

The W ashtenaw County Road Com­
mission will host a m eeting on the pro­
ject at 10 a.m. May 20 using Zoom.

The single-lane roundabout will 
stretch up to  500 feet in each direction 
at the  intersection of Seven Mile and 
Pontiac Trail and is estim ated to cost 
about $800,000, paid for through feder­
al and state  funds.

The com m ission expects work to 
continue through the summer. The pro­
ject also includes stree t lighting.

The intersection will be closed to

through traffic, but local property own­
ers will have access. Detour routes will 
be posted.

A roundabout is expected to lessen 
congestion and improve safety at the in­
tersection, and was chosen as a better 
option than  a traffic signal, officieds 
said.

In addition to safety, the com m ission 
cites roundabouts as having better m o­

bility, improved air quality and a smaller 
footprint.

To attend the virtual m eeting, visit 
h ttps://bit.ly/w crcprojectm eeting or 
call 929-205-6099. The m eeting ID is 
879 2332 8754.

Upon its conclusion, a recording of 
the  m eeting is expected to be available 
a t wcroads.org.

sbromley@ hometownlife.com

To the everyday heroes who continue to 
go to work, so we can stay home.

We appreciate you.

Hometown Life . , ...— homet ownl i f e c om

Emu returns to Milford home after escape
Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Man pleads no contest to harassment

Clayne D. Frazer, Sr. Cloyne D. Frazer, Jr.

Fu ll S e rvic e  Fu n e ral H o m e
"Lowest Prices , Highest Standards."

21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, Ml 48178

248-667-9920  
frazerfunerals.com
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Darwin the em u is back under quar­
antine in Milford.

The bird, which escaped owner Su­
san Churchwell’s fenced-in yard May 3 
by unlatching a gate, was found the fol­
lowing evening playing in sprinklers not 
far from her hom e off Old Plank Road.

Churchwell and her sister, Kim, are 
grateful the 8-year-old ernu, which is 
6 feet tall and weighs around 
125 pounds, is safely home.

Darwin was spotted by a neighbor 
about a mile away, and Kim Churchwell 
and her mother, Lee Kindermann, went 
to retrieve the  straying emu, who isn’t 
leash trained or food m otivated.

“I wouldn’t say she was a fully willing 
participant, but she's happy to be back 
with her chicken friends,” Kim Church­
well said. “Rather th an  run away, she 
just lays down, and we have to wait for 
her to stand up.

“I just w ant to thank everyone for 
keeping their eyes and ears out and for 
the positive feedback. W ithout that, 
we’d probably still be out looking for 
her.”

This is not Darwin’s first tim e w an­
dering freely about the neighborhood, 
but the anim al’s m ost recent escape co­
incides with the  coronavirus pandem ic, 
making it a bizarre tim e for hum ans who 
feel the pressures of the pandemic.

“I think if anything crazy is going to 
happen, it will happen right now,” said 
Susan Churchwell. “People think em us 
are not very sm art, but people don’t  give 
them  enough credit.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@ hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @ Susan- 
BromleylO.

Susan Churchwell of Milford interacts 
with her emus, Sydney and Darwin. On 
May 3, Darwin escaped by unlatching a 
gate, but was found safe and returned 
to her fenced-in yard the next day. 
COURTESY OF SUSAN CHURCHWELL

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

A Milford m an pleaded no contest 
this week to two individual m isdem ean­
or charges of making threatening, ha­
rassing phone calls, which allegedly in­
cluded one to a police cadet.

Jerem y Ray Linn, 40, is scheduled for 
a May 28 substance abuse assessm ent 
for those two cases, along with a dom es - 
tic violence m isdem eanor case th a t in­
volved his wife.

Linn racked up a total of five m isde­
m eanor cases in tw o m onths. Two of 
them  -  for alleged harassing calls and

an  open intoxicant inci­
dent -  were dism issed.

According to police, he 
was charged because of 
the phone call with the 
police cadet and an  al­

Linn leged dom estic incident
involving his family.

Police say he has used abusive lan ­
guage when addressing his family and 
police officers. He’s also been accused of 
pushing and threatening to assau lt his 
family members.

Contact reporter Susan Vela a t 
svela@ hometownlife.com or 248-303­
8432. Twitter: @ susanvela.

• Burial Starting at

$1,950

https://bit.ly/wcrcprojectmeeting
mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
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Country Fresh plant in Livonia lays off 44 employees

Northville unveils limited schools-of-choice program

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

A longtime Livonia dairy facility has 
informed the state  it plans to close, lay­
ing off dozens of employees.

Country Fresh, which operates facil­
ities at 11940 Merriman and 31770 Enter­
prise Dr., informed the s ta te ’s D epart­
m ent of Labor and Economic O pportu­
nity it planned to shutter the facilities 
and lay off the 44 employees working 
there. The layoffs are for several posi­
tions, including tractor/trailer drivers, 
order/picker and one yard driver. 
Layoffs are expected to be perm anent.

The layoffs appear to stem  from the 
bankruptcy tiling by Country Fresh’s 
parent company, Dean Foods, which 
also owns TruMoo. The com pany filed 
for bankruptcy in November.

“Due to unforeseeable business cir­
cum stances and corporate restructur­
ing related to the sale of th is property in

bankruptcy, we expect to begin laying 
off workers on April 30, 2020," the  letter 
sent to the state reads. “We expect the 
separations to be perm anent.”

Earlier this year, Dairy Farmers of 
America announced it had reached a 
deal to acquire several dozen properties 
owned by Dean Foods for $425 million. 
While th a t plan includes Michigan facil­
ities owned by Dean Foods in Grand 
Rapids and M arquette, it does not in ­
clude the Livonia sites.

Those local properties appear to be 
going to Illinois-based Prairie Farms, 
which acquired 11 facilities across the 
U.S for $75 million, according to a Dean 
Foods restructuring website.

“Following the com petitive court-su ­
pervised auction process, and  with the 
Court’s approval, we have determ ined a 
com bination of bids th a t represent the 
best path  forward for our stakeholders,” 
said Eric Beringause, p resident and CEO 
of Dean Foods, in a statem ent. “We are

confident that, under these new ow n­
ers, our custom ers can expect the  sam e 
com m itm ent to quality and service that 
Dean Foods has lived up to over the 
years. We will continue to  provide an 
uninterrupted supply of high-quality 
dairy products as we work tow ard com ­
pleting these transactions. We appreci­
ate the continued hard work and  com ­
m itm ent of our Dean Foods employees 
throughout this process.

A m essage to a Prairie Farms spokes­
person was not returned.

This is not the  first notice Country 
Fresh has sen t the state about closing 
the facility. It sen t a notice in 2018 th a t 
indicated the  facility on Enterprise 
Drive would close. That letter indicated 
more th an  100 people would lose their 
jobs.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak(5>hometownlife.com or 734­
678-6728. Follow him  on Twitter (a>da- 
vidveselenak.

The Country Fresh plant in Livonia 
expected to begin laying off workers 
April 30. HOMETOWNUFE.COM FILE

Don't delay the Important care you need

Broken bones, signs of a heart attack or s troke /d ifficu lty  

breathing or other life-threatening symptoms — don't 

delay when you or a loved one needs emergency care. 

Ascension Providence ER care teams are here for you, and 

we're making sure our hospitals and sites of care are safe 

and ready for you when you need us.

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Northville Public Schools is ready to offer a limited schools-of-choice program.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

able through the office of hum an re­
sources.

Completed applications, including 
all forms and recom m endations, m ust

be mailed or hand-delivered to the 
Northville Public Schools Hum an Re­
sources D epartm ent 405 West Main St., 
Northville, MI 48167. The district is u n ­

able to accept electronic applications.
Applicants found to be ineligible for 

the program will be notified on or before 
June 19. Should the num ber of applica­
tions approved by the  review team  ex­
ceed the five openings specified for Sec­
tion 105 and 105c Schools of Choice s tu ­
dents, the school district will use a lot­
tery to select the applicants who will be 
offered enrollment.

If necessary, the lottery will take 
place at 8:30 a.m  June 17 at the North­
ville Public Schools Board of Education 
offices. Families applying for limited 
Schools of Choice are welcome to attend 
the  lottery.

Details regarding the lottery proce­
dures, the Schools of Choice applica­
tion, and answ ers to frequently asked 
questions about the Section 105 and 
105c Schools of Choice option are avail­
able on the  district website.

Once a s tuden t is accepted to  open 
enroll under Section 105 or 105c, he or 
she may continue to be enrolled in 
Northville Public Schools until gradua­
tion or until he or she w ithdraw s from 
the  program.

47601 Grand River Ave. ‘ 
Novi, Ml 48374

Northville Public Schools is accept­
ing Schools of Choice applications u n ­
der Section 105 and 105c of the Michigan 
School Aid Act for the 2020-21 school 
year, the district revealed earlier this 
m onth.

Availability is limited to  five openings 
in the International Baccalaureate Di­
ploma Program at Northville High 
School.

The application process is limited to 
incoming juniors who are applying for 
the full IBD program. Applications will 
be accepted through 4 p.m. June 5.

In accordance with the legislated re­
quirem ents, and in order to support the 
d istrict’s goal of excellence and equity 
for all students, a review of each appli­
cant's eligibility for the program is re­
quired using the sam e criteria applied to 
prospective resident IBD program  s tu ­
dents.

The Northville Public Schools Sec­
tion 105 and 105c (Non-Resident) 
Schools o f Choice application is avail-

Ascension Providence ER is open 24/7, close to home, 

w ith access to the Ascension network for fo llow-up care.

Find your nearest Ascension ER at 
GetAscensionMichiganCare.com

A

Ascension
Providence

mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com


Remembering 
Mr. Tiger

Al Kaline was the most distinguished Detroit Tiger of them all, 
combining on-field excellence, acclaim and awards with 

off-field class, humility and generosity.
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D e t r o it  ifre e  P r e s s Triumph
I O O K I

Mr. Tiger: The Legend o f Al Kaline, Detroit’s Own 
is a celebration of Kaline’s distinguished and 

incomparable run as a Tiger, from his fresh-faced 
major-league debut at 18 and his historic AL 

batting title at only 20, to his memorable 3,000th hit 
in the stretch run of the final season of his epic 
career. Through memorable stories and striking 

photography from the Detroit Free Press, this 
commemorative book is the definitive account of 

Kaline’s 18 All-Star selections, 10 Gold Gloves and, 
most memorably, his huge contribution to the Tigers’ 

unforgettable 1968 World Series title.

NOW ON SALE FOR

Scan the
QR code to 
order online:

Or go to
triu mphbooks.com/ 
mrtiger
to order your copy now
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South Lyon's Biggby Coffee is open for drive-through service under new ownership, jo h n  h e id e r / h o m e t o w n l if e .c o m

Biggby
Continued from Page 1A

inside. Canfield and her husband, Eli­
jah, replaced the ceiling tiles and plan to 
add new light fixtures and a coat of 
paint to freshen things up.

“Everything’s getting painted, a lot of 
drywall work,” Elijah Canfield said. “As 
long as everything comes in, it’s my job 
to have it ready.”

The owners hope to have lobby reno­
vations com plete by the end of the 
m onth in tim e for reopening if the stay- 
at-hom e order is lifted May 28.

Owning both stores in the area, Ka­
rissa Canfield said, makes it easier to 
coordinate special events.

“1 do a lot of activities and fundrais­
ing and events w ith the schools,” she

Company
Continued from Page 1A

location for m any years," he said. “They 
asked us to leave the ATM; we did it.” 

The planning com m ission reviewed 
the prelim inary site plan and stormwa- 
ter m anagem ent plan during its meeting 
May 6, which was held online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Several com m issioners were con­
fused by the  arrangem ent with the 
ATM, with som e proposing having it re­
moved w hen the  agreem ent between 
Behavioral Care Solutions and PNC 
Bank expires.

“I would agree to have it probably te r­
m inated at the end of their agreem ent

said. “It always kind of seem ed like it 
was kind of butting heads because we 
weren’t able to organize both stores and 
staff on events together. It just seem ed it 
would be easier to work it as one unit.”

The shop carries all the sam e flavors 
and offerings it did before it closed, from 
coffee and tea  to sm oothies and snacks. 
Seasonal offerings currently include a 
tiram isu latte and a blackberry sage 
latte.

The Canfields also acquired the 
TCBY/Mrs. Fields shop connected to the 
South Lyon coffee shop. They hope to 
reopen th a t area as soon as the  s ta te  al­
lows.

One big change to th a t business is 
planned: Karissa Canfield said she 
plans to keep th a t space open year- 
round.

“I think cookies will be more popular 
than  the frozen yogurt in the winter, but

with PNC,” Commissioner Brent Ferrell
said.

Clemente resisted th a t idea, saying 
the planned expansion was designed 
with keeping the  ATM in place. To re­
move it in a few years, he said, would 
then  cost more th an  w hat was originally 
planned.

“Everything is being set up to m eet all 
the  criteria to be able to  leave th a t 
there,” he said. “W hat I’m setting myself 
up for is doing construction again.”

That aspect was removed and the 
plans as presented  were unanim ously 
approved by the  planning commission.

The expansion, Clemente said, 
would house another area com pany Be­
havioral Care Solutions plans to ac­
quire. He did not say w hat com pany it 
was, but said the  new business would

I don’t th ink there’s a reason to close it 
as long as you let people know it’s still 
open,” she said. “Is anybody going to 
say no to  sw eets? I don’t  think so.” 

The South Lyon Biggby drive- 
through is open 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon­
day through Saturday and 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Sunday.

Canfield said the .shop has stayed 
pretty busy considering there’s less 
activity happening in town. It’s not as 
busy as when school is in session, but 
she said there sue plenty of people 
buying drinks and gift cards to use la t­
er when business can return to  nor­
mal.

“The custom ers have been so happy 
we’re reopened,” she said. “They come 
through and com plim ents galore.” 

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
a t dveselenak<s>hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728.

move to the  site near the intersection 
where Novi, Commerce Township, 
West Bloomfield and Farmington Hills 
meet.

The company, Clemente said, pro­
vides m ental health  services to long­
term  care facilities across the region. 
Several hundred people work for the 
com pany -  m any out of their hom es -  
and provide services to the centers.

Commissioner John Avdoulos said 
having such an organization in the 
city, especially at this m om ent in h is­
tory, was a benefit.

“Behavioral health is an  im portant 
service to any community, especially 
now,” he said. “It’s a great thing for our 
community.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
a t  dveselenak(5>hometownlife.com.

Courts
Continued from Page 1A

Zoom, starting  May 4, 2020, and until 
further notice. Please contact the 
court if you have received a notice to 
appear in person, to determ ine if your 
m atter will be handled via remote 
technology.”

Judge Joseph Fabrizio, chief judge 
for the  52nd District courts, said court 
employees m ade a concerted effort to 
get cases flowing again.

Adapting to their new normal, 
judges throughout m etro Detroit have 
conducted court proceedings with 
Zoom. Others, Fabrizio included, live- 
stream  proceedings via YouTube.

“We’re kind of rolling it out slowly,” 
Fabrizio said. “There’s a lot of work 
th a t goes into it, a t least initially.”

The Michigan Supreme Court’s
“Process for Triaging Case Actions 

During the COVID-19 Crisis” suggested 
tha t courts keep moving “essential” 
m atters during the pandemic: cases 
with im m ediate safety concerns, crim­
inal search and arrest warrants, ne­
glect and abuse m atters, and m ental 
health com m itm ent hearings.

“Every day it seem ed like we had a 
good gam e plan,” Fabrizio said. “Then 
the circum stances would change.”

Oakland County Prosecutor Jessica 
Cooper likened her job during the pan ­
demic to th a t of a firefighter, constan t­
ly putting out fires and dousing ho t­
spots.

Her nearly 100 attorneys and 200 
overall employees play a role in court 
locations throughout the county, in­
volving judges who aren’t always able 
to make the m ost of technology.

But she’s working with a skeleton 
crew at the Pontiac cam pus and doing 
w hat she can to remotely place and 
m anage her employees.

“We’re going to do w hat we have to 
do because th a t’s w hat w e’re here for,” 
Cooper said.

She said she can recall heavier 
dockets in the ‘90s and has faith that 
cases will be reviewed to make sure 
nothing has been missed. She also 
predicts trials will proceed one after 
smother once the courts return to a 
more normal speed. Until then, trials 
aren’t expected to resum e until sum ­
mer, a t the  earliest.

“We don’t  know w hat the  future 
holds,” said Jelani Jefferson Exum, a 
University of Detroit Mercy law pro­
fessor who m entioned the possibility 
of new rules regarding wearing m asks 
in courtrooms. “We know it will be dif­
ficult to say, ‘Courts are open and ev­
erybody proceed as normal.’ ”

In W estland, 18th District judges 
gained experience conducting remote 
hearings before the  pandemic.

Judge Mark McConnell initially had 
som e concerns about credibility b e­
cause, for testimony, he might not per­
ceive attorneys and defendants as he 
could in person.

Judge Sandra Cicirelli said she re­
cently held an exam with videoconfe­
rencing and had no such concern.

“It has been working wonderfully,” 
she said of technology in the court­
room.

svela(a>hometownlife. com

Pools
Continued from Page 1A

you had said we would be facing the cuts 
we are, I would not have believed you. 
That is how m uch the  pendulum  has 
swung. We couldn’t wait for a face-to- 
face m eeting, we need to address this is­
sue th a t is outstanding."

The district has been grappling with 
w hat to do about the leisure pools since 
they were closed in m id-January due to 
safety concerns over hum idity im pacts 
on ceiling support systems.

Consultant Jeff Rahmberg conducted 
an  analysis of the leisure pools at Lake­
land and Milford high schools and con­
cluded tha t repairs would cost several 
million dollars. Additionally, operation­
al costs of the pools, built 16 years ago 
with funds from a 2001 voter-approved 
bond, are $750,000 annually, with ex­
penses far exceeding revenue. The total 
deficit to the district in the past few 
years as a result of the pools is roughly 
$1.6 million.

Salah noted he has been questioned 
often in the past few m onths about why 
dollars from the  $182 million bond ap­
proved by voters are not used for the lei­
sure pools. He said the money for that 
bond was allocated based upon com ­
mittee recom m endations, which in ­
cluded com petitive pools and fitness 
equipm ent used by students, but not 
leisure pools.

He added tha t pre-bond analysis 
identified $400 million in needs in the

district, bu t only half of th a t was re­
quested in order to avoid a tax increase, 
which voters had previously m ade clear 
they would not support.

Closing of the leisure pools is es ti­
m ated to result in an  annual savings of 
$800,000. Total district expenditures 
on the leisure pools in 2018-19 totaled 
$1,538,272.

The board agreed with the  recom ­
m endation and will decide on whether 
or how to repurpose the areas at a later 
date.

“I have serious concerns th a t we 
don’t have the  general fund dollars to fix 
issues here,” Board Treasurer Sean Carl­
son said. “All 500 districts across Michi­
gan are destabilized because of consti­
tutional funding from sales tax which 
has been obliterated over the last 
60 days. There are certainly no general 
fund dollars to be utilized. The superin­
tendent did a great job explaining there 
is no appetite to  raise the millage.”

Board Trustee Jim Pearson said 
learning to swim is crucial, particularly 
in an  area with so m any lakes, but to 
keep the leisure pools functioning for 
16 years, the district has had to  dip into 
general funds intended for student in­
struction, which is unsustainable.

W hen the district decided to put in 
leisure pools in the early 2000s, he n o t­
ed per pupil funding was increasing by 
about $200 every year, a trend expected 
to continue at the time.

“Now the  increases have not met in­
flation to the tune of $1,000,” he said. “If 
the legislature had kept us up, we would 
have flexibility h e re ... but we have been

starved (of) funding from the sta te  for 
20 years now and with funding chaos in 
Michigan as a result of the virus, I don’t 
see a choice and I support the decision 
to  close the pools.”

Board Secretary Denise Forrest said 
she had enjoyed using the leisure pools 
and understands it is a big loss for the 
community, but for at least the past dec­
ade, money has been taken from the 
general fund to finance the pools. She 
said while a recreation millage may have 
been a way to sustain  the pools, munici­
palities are struggling, and she under­

stands the need to close both leisure 
pools.

“I’m hoping we can salvage some 
deep-w ater aerobics and opportunities 
for toddlers to take swim lessons,” she 
said. “I am hoping we have opportuni­
ties to flesh it out and discuss that. As 
much as it pains (me), we have come to 
the end of the road with keeping these 
pools afloat.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley a t 
sbromley(a>hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter (a>Susan- 
BromleylO.

Huron Valley Recreation & Community Education operates two pool and fitness 
centers: one at Milford High School and the other at Lakeland High School.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE
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Gourmet Market & Catering

vegetables available, throughout the y e a r T ^ S R J ^ t ^

33066 W.Saven Mile Rd. Livonia. Ml 48152 .  Sale valid 5/13/20-5/19/20
2 4 8 .4 7 7 . 4 3 3 3  i f U l P  g j q B j k  While Supplies Last • Prices subject to change

STORE HOURS: MON SAT 9-8 SUN 9-7 Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter In Uie Area!

F r e s f i ' S i f i t ’ i /M a  a  t u r n  L

MEAT |  W IN E  C E LL A R  
WT The Rose Display K) 

Mk Bart wHi Several llewi 
j ^ y i  S e T e c O a itS j

H IP  Barefoot
t B r ?  750 ml Excludes "BubblY
m i  2/10

Menage a Trois loelGott
III Varietals Cabernet or Her lot
$1.00 Off $14.99
Reg Price

Gnarly Head
Pietra Hera mi varietals
Pinal Grigio $0.99

L $5.99

Chateau Grand 
Traverse

Late Harvest Riesling
^  $12.99

SEAFOOD
Pollock Fillet

m 1 lh Package
*** $4.99 ea

P n h n ^ C q l m n n  f i l i a l  COOkOd ShllmP V vCoho Salmon Fillet S/SJS ^ v 
$18.99 m $8.99 ea

Save $4.00 Save $1.00 ' J f c f f  j f i t e j

Fresh Wild Caught Fresh Wild Caught
Swordfish Steak White Fish Fillet

33048 Seven Mile Road-Livonia
248477-4311
Hoar* 9AM4PM. Honda. (lovrd

M a d e  f r o m  S c ra tc h
Soft Pretzel Italian

$1.99 $4.49
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i f  Gourmet Market & Catering
-0 U Our produce is hand-selected, so you 

P p  get the freshest and finest fruits and * 
tvegetables available, throughout the year!

Fresh * Local • Natural

33152 W. Seven Mile Road. Livonia Ml 48152
I  * 248477.4333
4  Sale valid 5/13/20-5/19/20 
*  MON-SAT 9-8. SUN 9-7

* 12" Springtime 
>  Pansy Bowl
Y $12.99 ea

PRODUCE
Driscoll's ,/vXj V * r Dole Driscoll's

California. Golden Ripe /  .California 
Strawberries WholePineapple-Jjlaspberries

dfflttm U trS  O / C /  7 * ^ O / c

ORGANIC
Organic

Banana
890 id

Organic
Collard
Greens
2/4

Organic
Gala Apple 
$1.79 .a

Organic
Dandelion
Greens
2/4

f  California
'Broccoli

M EA TDELI

I(Save' $2.00

PASTA ■ • 
Fresh Housemade Pasta $ 4 .9 9  «>

% FINE CHEESES
r Parmigiano Salemville

Joe’s Gourmet 
f  Catering &  Events ^

Weddings, showers, 
graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event!

Visit ua at: 
www.|or«gounnctratering.com 

or the Knot

Save'S l r.00A

f GROCERY* 
tro Hengstenderg Breitsamer
Nectar Bavarian 352 oz Rapsflower
irages Sauerkraut Blossom Honey

19 oa $1.99.0 l $12799fB,
ter Oelallo
ocolates Lltaiy Canned Beans

^5 SP5 2 9 g ," ,#s

| p a st r y |  .
Wild Berry cake 

■$16.996" $26,998*
H i  S a v e  $5.00 S u r e  W

Awrefs Lemon
Long Johns Brownie

f  $ 8 . 9 9 $ 3 . 4 9 ®
T 4 A 4 7 7 4 3 l i^ '"

H ours 9 am-6pm  
Monday Closed  
Made from Scratch

Soft Pretzel
$1.99 rZ* WINE CELLAR

The Rosi Display Is Back with Several New SalocdMS
Barefoot Pietra Nera Menage a Trois Joel Gott

EictadMlghhly750inl Pteotcmi* MVartetds Catenet or
K 2 /1 0 K  $5.99 . $1.00 Off Reg Price $14.99

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■
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Sports
(N N N R ) USA TODAY SPORTS

OPEN I n t e g r i t y  

to serve'you! is the
Difference

INFO COUPONS

PROIOING CONSISTENT QUALITY SERVICE 
TO THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1979

2 4 8 -3 4 9 -5 1 1 5
www.davisautocare.com

MHSAA 
m ak es  
ch a n g es  
a t sp rin g  
m eetin g
Adjusts ice hockey, 
basketball, soccer
Colin Gay Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

In its annual spring m eeting the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associ­
ation announced it would integrate 
seeding in regional play for ice hockey 
and provide byes for top-seeded team s 
in soccer and basketball for the  play­
offs.

Starting in the 2020-21 season, the 
MHSAA said ice hockey will im ple­
m ent a seeding process, placing the 
top two team s on opposite sides o f the 
bracket to guarantee no m eeting be­
fore the regional cham pionship game.

The seeding will be aw arded backed 
on the Michigan Power Rating form u­
la, which is based on regular-season 
results against MHSAA tournam ent- 
eligible team s and strength  of sched­
ule.

For hockey, basketball and soccer, 
any existing byes in the playoff bracket 
will now be awarded to the No. 1 and 
No. 2 seeds.

Here is a look at o ther som e other 
changes m ade during the  MHSAA 
spring meeting:

More opportunities to play

The MHSAA announced th a t it 
would be extending its opportunity  for 
athletes on both the football field and 
the basketball court to get more play­
ing time, affecting program s strug ­
gling to field team s a t m ultiple levels.

In football, an  ath lete m ay play up 
to five quarters in a week, but is still 
limited to four quaiters in one day.

In basketball, an  ath lete is allowed 
five quarters per day for no more th an  
three dates per week and 20 dates per 
team  and individual.

Also, MHSAA m em ber team s may 
be allowed to play against all oppo­
nents present at ou t-of-sta te sum m er 
events.

Teams m ust continue to abide by 
the travel limit — traveling to events 
hosted by bordering sta tes  or prov­
inces, or w ithin 300 miles — bu t may 
play against out-of-state team s tha t 
exceed the travel limit.

See CHANGES, Page 2B

Northville’s Ryan Roberts, right, battles Novi’s Joey Haddad during the teams' annual big rivalry game in 2014.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Northville grad signs 
with NFL’s LA Chargers
Andrew Vailliencourt
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

A 2015 Northville High School gradu­
ate has reached the biggest stage in 
sports.

Ryan Roberts, who played three years 
of varsity football a t Northville, signed a 
three-year, $2,285 million contract w ith 
the Los Angeles Chargers as an  undra ft­
ed free agent following last m onth’s NFL 
Draft. The contract pays $761,667 per 
year if he m akes the  team .

The offensive linem an started  his 
college career at Northern Illinois, fol­
lowing in the  footsteps of his father Ray­
mond, who played his college career at 
NIU before reaching the NFL. Roberts 
then  transferred to Florida State after 
earning his undergraduate degree in in­
dustrial and system s engineering.

As a grad transfer, he was eligible

Sea GRAD, Page 2B
Roberts, left, practices drills with his fellow offensive linemen at FSU in 2019.
WAYNE MCGAHEE Ill/USA TODAY NETWORK

Former CC LB pursues dream in transfer to Illinois
Bill Khan Livingston Dally 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Isaac Darkangelo could have stayed 
a t Northern Michigan University and 
been a sta r at the  NCAA Division II foot­
ball level.

Then maybe the former sta r from 
Brighton could have been one of the se­
lect few players who rise from those

Northern, I felt like I w asn’t  being 
pushed qnough as a player. I felt like I 
needed to take th a t next step  and ac­
complish my dream s. I’ve always be­
lieved growing up in a family o f six to 
have no regrets in life. I felt like dow n the 
road when I was 50 or 6 0 ,1 would regret 
not chasing my dream s.’’

See DREAM, Page 4B

ranks to make it to 
the National Football 
League.

Or, he could gamble on 
himself, prove him self all 
over again at a higher lev­
el, and perhaps increase Darkangelo 
his chances of reaching 
his ultim ate dream.

Darkangelo has taken the risk, tran s­

ferring from Northern Michigan to the 
University of Illinois after leading the 
W ildcats in tackles as a sophom ore line­
backer last fall.

He will have two seasons of eligibility 
rerhaining after sitting out the  upcom ­
ing season.

"I really believed I could play at the 
biggest level,” said Darkangelo, a 2018 
Detroit Catholic Central graduate. “At

http://www.davisautocare.com/dac_specials_nr.htm

http://www.davisautocare.com
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“This is a time 
where it allows 
you to realign, 
there are 
things that are 
bigger than 
your job, bigger 
than anything. 
Other people’s 
lives are at 
stake so if we 
have to take a 
little time off 
of football, 
take a little  
time off from  
work for the  
good of society  
then that’s 
what we have 
to d o .... This is 
a tough time 
for a lot of 
people, all we 
can do is make 
the most of it.”

Grad
Continued from Page IB

immediately and started  all 13 games 
last season for the Seminoles, 12 at right 
tackle and one at left tackle (the team 's 
bowl game).

His perform ance was enough to 
catch the eye of a num ber of NFL team s. 
About 30 m inutes after the draft ended, 
Roberts and his agent received the call 
from Los Angeles with an  offer.

“It definitely was God’s plan to put 
me on the Chargers,” Roberts said. 
"They have an amazing organization, it 
seemed like the  right fit.

“It’s a trem endous, massive blessing. 
God’s been so good to me. I’m so grateful 
for it. It’s an  opportunity, it doesn’t 
m ean anything until I get in the building 
and give my best effort and prove myself 
day in and day out.”

The ongoing coronavirus pandem ic 
certainly m ade the pre-draft process 
more difficult for Roberts, who could 
have used the extra tim e in front of 
scouts and benefited from face-to-face 
m eetings with coaches and team  offi­
cials. However, the change in circum ­
stances w asn’t going to stop Roberts 
from being as prepared as he could.

“This is not a job you can take for 
granted,” Roberts said. “This is som e­
thing I’ve been dream ing about since I 
was a kid and found out my dad played 
in the league.... Celebration tim e is over, 
it’s time to get back to work and make 
the m ost of it.”

His dad had brief s tin ts with both the 
Detroit Lions and Chicago Bears and has 
been one of Roberts’ biggest influences 
throughout his football career.

“My dad has been nothing short of 
amazing,” Roberts said. "From his whole 
journey of going from a walk-on to hav­
ing the chance to playing in the NFL to 
also being successful in business and 
being the role model he’s been for me is 
unfathom able. He’s incredible. I can’t 
say enough good things about my fa­
ther, he’s the best.”

Roberts watched the draft a t home in 
Arizona with his family. His parents 
moved there after he and his brother 
graduated from Northville. After m ov­
ing around a lot as kids, his parents 
prom ised they would stay one one place 
during his high school years. He spent 
seventh through 12th grade in N orth­
ville.

He played tight end for the M ustangs 
and helped lead the team  to a pair of 
playoff appearances.

“I can’t tell you how proud I am of 
Ryan,” Northville football coach M att 
Ladach said. “I don’t know anybody who 
can disagree with how hard he’s worked 
and how m uch tim e and effort he’s put 
in to No. 1 being a great person, bu t No. 2 
being the best football player th a t he can 
be.”

Northville finished 8-2 in Roberts’ ju ­
nior year and 6-4 in his senior year.

“While he was with us, we had a great 
deal of success,” Ladach said. “He was a 
huge contributor for us in a num ber of 
aspects. He’s always been a guy th a t I 
viewed as a trem endous leader. He’s a l­

ways doing the right things, a hard 
worker, led by example. The way he’s 
carried him self in regards to his charac­
ter has been outstanding.”

Roberts is the first player Ladach 
coached who’s m ade it to the NFL.

While at Northville, Roberts said the 
team  had shirts th a t said “do the right 
thing” on the back. He rem em bers La­
dach telling the team  to always help 
clean places like the  lunch room. To this 
day, Roberts still picks up trash  every­
where he goes.

“You’re not bigger th an  anybody, your 
job doesn’t define you, your role doesn’t 
define you,” Roberts said. “If you’re too 
big to pick up a piece of paper on the 
ground, you don’t  deserve the role 
you’re in and need to be humbled.” 

Ladach was one of the people Rob­
erts called after signing w ith the Char­
gers. He said it was a really special m o­
m ent for him as coach.

"1 knew it was going to happen," La­

dach said. “I say th a t because of his de­
term ination. I was not a t all surprised to 
see him land with an NFL team. To get 
th a t phone call was really, really special. 
I’m still excited and happy for him. It 
was pretty cool to get th a t phone call 
from him and hear him  say he’s w ith the 
Los Angeles Chargers.”

Given the current situation, Roberts 
isn’t  sure how sum m er will look. Facil­
ities are closed, rookie m inicam p and 
other offseason events are subject to 
change at any time. One comfort Rob­
erts will have is th a t a Florida State 
team m ate will be joining him, as tight 
end/fullback Gabe Nabers signed with 
the Chargers as an  undrafted free agent 
as well. They join a contingent of FSU 
players already on LA’s roster.

“He’s a great dude, I have a lot of re­
spect for him,” Roberts said. “He works 
his tail off every day. He’s a great team ­
mate, the type of team m ate tha t every­
one dream s about. A dude who goes to

work, puts his head down, w hen the 
tim e calls for it he speaks up. There’s not 
a bad thing to  say about him.”

Until football activities resume, Rob­
erts is taking this tim e to enjoy being 
around family and getting his mind and 
body ready for the opportunity that 
aw aits.

“This is a tim e w here it allows you to 
realign, there are things th a t are bigger 
than  your job, bigger th an  anything,” 
Roberts said. “Other people’s lives are at 
stake so if we have to take a little tim e off 
of football, take a little tim e off from 
work for the good of society then  th a t’s 
w hat we have to do. ... This is a tough 
tim e for a lot of people, all we can do is 
make the  m ost of it.”

Contact reporter Andrew  Vaillien- 
court a t availlienc(a)hometownlife.com  
or 810-923-0659. Follow him  on Twitter 
(5>AndrewVcourt. Send story ideas to 
Liv-Sports(a>hometownlife.com.

Northville graduate Ryan Roberts, who went on to play football at Northern Illinois and 
Florida State, is now an LA Charger, h o m e t o w n u f e  c o m  f il e

Ryan Roberts Northville 
High School graduate, on the 
coronavirus pandemic

Changes
Continued from Page 1B 

On the field

In football, the MHSAA approved 
that is would extend the running clock 
when a team  leads by 50 points in both 
the  first and second halves of the game. 
The 35-point running clock will con­
tinue to be employed in the second half 
of games.

Also, football players have allowed 
schools 15 sum m er dates of non-m an­
datory contact with an unlim ited num ­
ber of players — wearing helm ets only. 
Only seven may be used for 7-on-7 com ­
petition. '  K

In hockey, all m em bers of th e  coach­
ing staff will be forced to wear HECC- 
certified helm ets while on the ice for 
practice or for games.

In baseball, the MHSAA will adopt a 
suspended-gam e policy tha t states that 
any came called before it reaches regu­
lation, or w hen tied, is suspended with 
play to pick up at a later date from that 
point. If both schools agree, a game 
called prior to regulation may be re­
played in its entirety.

Also, coaches and ath letes ejected 
from com petition by an official are now 
required to complete an online spo rts­
m anship course from the  National Fed­
eration of State High School Associa­
tions before returning to com petition.

Contact reporter Colin Gay a t 
cgay(a>hometownlife.com or 248-330­
6710. Follow him  on Twitter (a>Colin- 
Gayl7. Send gam e results and sta ts to 
Liv-Sports(a)hometownlife.com.

W i l
North Farmington Raider Jon Brunette meets a lot of U of D Jesuit players during a past season’s run. h o m e t o w n u f e  c o m  f il e

mailto:availlienc@hometownlife.com
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Brother R ice ch allen ges CC to play ‘horse’
Andrew Vailliencourt Hometowniife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

The Brother Rice and Detroit Catholic Central b as­
ketball team s have found a way to keep busy during 
the coronavirus shut down.

Warriors coach Rick Palmer challenged CC coach 
Brandon Sinawi and his squad to a virtual gam e of 
horse and the  first com petition kicked off May L 

Palmer said he got the idea online and immediately 
knew th a t CC was the school he needed to reach out to, 
given the two school’s deep rivalry.

“For me, I thought about who to call and it was a no 
brainer,” Palmer said. "At Brother Rice it’s going to be 
CC and I think it’ll be a lot of fun.”

Sinawi happily accepted the challenge and the two 
coaches began posting short videos on social m edia 
announcing the challenge. Each team ’s eight returning 
players for the 2020-21 season m atched up against one 
player from the opposing team . The two coaches 
would then  schedule a tim e for the players to com pete 
through a recorded zoom call, with each studen t-a th - 
lete playing in their own driveway.

The coaches watch and m oderate the gam es and 
then send the  results to  a CC’s Brady Butcher, who also 
is a talented video editor. He then  tu rns the full game 
into a shorter highlight clip, which the coaches have 
been posting on Twitter gradually.

Entering May 7, the two team s were tied at two 
wins.

“We w anted to give our guys som ething to look for­
ward to,” Palmer said. “If it m ade a couple of our guys 
shoot a couple hundred more jum p shots to get ready 
then that works out for both team ’s long term. We 
wanted to keep some sem blance of team  unity and 
team  togetherness.”

If the  team s play to a 4-4 tie, the coaches will play 
horse against each other to determ ine the  overall w in­
ner. Needless to say, both coaches are confident should 
it come down to that.

“Oh, we’re winning,” Palmer said. “In my biggest 
Rasheed Wallace voice, w e’re winning game nine.” 

Sinawi said he hopes his team  can earn the victory 
before a n inth match, but is ready should th a t arise.

“We plan on winning,” Sinawi said. “We’re not p lan­
ning on losing th a t’s for sure.”

The team s released a graphic with the eight m atch­
ups and have posted it on social m edia as well.

“I think it brings us closer as a school and as a team , 
it provides them  with som ething different to do,” S ina­
wi said. “Like m ost high schoolers, this isn’t the  ideal 
way th a t you w ant to enjoy the end of the school year. 
It’s definitely bringing our kids and com m unity closer. 
It’s a fun thing th a t may even be a distraction for those 
with their own things going on at home. As a coach you 
always look for ways to provide unique opportunities 
for your kids to  experience things and this is one of 
those tim es where we’re able to do that.”

The bench and coach Rick Palmer cheer a good defensive stop by Brother Rice during a previous season.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTOS

The winning school will receive bragging rights, 
som ething which carries plenty of weight.

“You really don’t need any type of wager, it’s Brother 
Rice vs. CC,” Sinawi said. “That in itself is worth the 
price of adm ission.”

Brother Rice coach beats coronavirus

The COVID-19 outbreak hit close to home for Palm­
er, who tested  positive for the virus back in March after 
coming into contact with som eone who had the virus.

It took him 10 days to receive his test results back.
He is fully healthy now after self-isolating at home.

He said he only had mild sym ptom s and is lucky that 
his wife and kids have stayed healthy.

"I was very, very, very fortunate to  have it mild and 
hopefully now have som e antibodies,” Palmer said.

Contact reporter Andrew Vailliencourt a t avail' 
lienc(a>hometownlife.com or 810-923-0659. Follow him  
on Twitter (3)AndrewVcourt. Send story ideas to Liv- Catholic Central head coach Brandon Sinawi yells 
Sports(a>hometownlife.com. some instructions to his varsity team.
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Farmington United hockey coach brings experience

Farmington United celebrates a goal by Joe Daniels, at far left, in a past game.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

m ent he met him  as a freshm an.
As Newton developed as a high 

school player, Levick saw a level of m a­
turity  and a forward-thinking leader­
ship, especially during Farmington’s 
state  title run in 2014.

“Seeing tha t as a high school player, 
to bring a team  like tha t together is real­
ly amazing,” Levick said. “Everything 
clicked that year and it was because not 
only did we have a goalie th a t was hot 
and very good, we had leadership that 
carried us through th a t six-game 
stretch."

Newton does not expect the style of 
practices or scheduling to change all 
tha t much under his leadership. His fo­
cus will be primarily on getting the  top 
hockey talent in the Farmington area to 
take the ice w ith Farmington United,

building from the youth programs.
“1 think in the recruiting aspect of 

getting kids excited about th is program, 
not making people like, ‘Oh, maybe I’ll 
go play hockey at Farmington,”’ Newton 
said. “I hope, in a couple of years, tha t 
th a t becomes the  norm.”

“In Farmington, we have such good 
hockey talent, and it’s my job as head 
coach to get them  to play for Farmington 
United and not the travel program s or 
Triple-A.”

Newton rem em bers during the 
cham pionship run in 2014 the atm os­
phere surrounding the  hockey team: the 
crowds were bigger and  the com m unity 
rallied around the  team , even early in 
the  playoffs.

There was a buzz surrounding Far­
mington. And with the United team , his

goal is to help make th a t buzz return.
During the COVID-19 pandem ic, tha t 

process has not stopped for the  new Far­
m ington United staff.

Newton has come up w ith individual 
workout plans for each m em ber of the 
team , and also leads yoga over Zoom on 
Mondays.

Coming in as a new head coach in this 
tim e of social distancing, Newton is 
grateful for the relationship he has Ed- 
ready instilled in his players as an  assis­
tan t coach for the past two seasons.

Newton knows that when he encour­
ages his players to work, it com es from a 
good place, a familiar place.

“You can do one of two things,” New­
ton tells his players. "You can take this 
tim e and just sit around and  feel sorry 
for yourself, or you can get to work.”

Newton has work to do. He knows 
what is in front of Farmington, sep ara t­
ing United from another trip to the  state 
final. It’s the sam e team  th a t shutout 
Farmington in the regional semifinEd: 
Catholic Central.

Newton said this drive to beat the 
Shamrocks should inspire a lot of kids in 
the area. With that, his gosd for Far­
m ington United is to make it to the  Fro­
zen Four in the next five years.

He does not know w hen Farmington 
will get past Catholic Central. For him, 
th a t is the ultim ate question. But it also 
proves to be the  ultim ate goEd.

“Getting past CC is going to be a huge 
task  for us,” Newton said. “We are not 
going to get to USA Hockey Arena, to the 
Frozen Four until we beat CC.”

W ith the roster m akeup of the past 
two seasons with Newton as an assis­
tan t, Levick expects Farmington United 
to be young in the next few years.

But as the former Farmington United 
head coach passes the baton to the  new 
one, he expects Newton to thrive in his 
developm ent of the team  moving for­
ward.

“They are going to be young, but they 
Eire going to be learning,” Levick said. 
“Yes, I believe in success, but I believe 
tha t he will be building to  even higher 
success every year.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay a t 
cgay@ hometownlife.com or 248-330­
6710. Follow him  on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send gam e results and sta ts  to 
Liv-Sports@ hometownlife.com.

Colin Gay Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

While hockey has been a part of his 
life for as long as he could remember, 
Grant Newton recalls the first tim e he 
fell in love with the sport. It was his 
sophomore season at Farmington, his 
first on varsity.

Newton rem em bers leaving the ice 
after the Falcons lost to Brother Rice in 
the playoffs. He rem em bers watching 
the seniors on the team , the devastation 
in their faces as they 
faced the reality tha t they 
had just com pleted the fi- 
nsd game of their high 
school career.

"1 guess I really just 
realized how much the 
game m eant to my life. It Newton 
was my entire life,” New­
ton said. “Seeing th a t there could be an 
end date to th a t was really w here I 
bought into wanting to make the m ost of 
that, not having to  end my senior year 
like that.”

Newton did not have to  end his senior 
year in such manner. Farmington won 
the Division 3 state  title in 2014 — the 
only title in the program ’s history — 
with Newton as a team  captain.

After two years as an  ass is tan t coach 
on staff, Newton’s role has shifted to try  
and bring Farm ington United back to 
the final, being nam ed the  program ’s 
new est head coach.

Last season under head coach Brad 
Levick, Farmington United finished the 
season, 14-9-1, losing to Detroit Catholic 
Central in the regional semifinals, 10-0.

Coaching under Levick, Newton 
learned how to get everyone on the staff 
involved, allowing everyone on the staff 
to be heEird.

“Brad really got us all involved as a s ­
sistant coaches in the decision-m aking 
process,” Newton said. “The buck 
stopped with him, which was great be­
cause he had so m any years of experi­
ence; he has been with the program for 
over a decade. He has seen high school 
hockey at its worst and at its best, being 
on the  state  cham pionship staff.” 

Levick, who stepped down to spend 
more time with his family with a second 
child on the  way in June, saw  coaching 
potential from Newton from the m o­
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Former Brighton LB Isaac Darkangelo, left, has transferred to Illinois after two 
seasons playing for Northern Michigan's football team, c o r y  g e n o v e s e /p h o t o y o o p

Dream
Continued from Page 1B

Darkangelo will be on Illinois’ roster 
as a preferred walk-on, a t least tem po­
rarily giving up a guaranteed scholar­
ship at Northern Michigan.

"1 don’t find th a t to be a big deaL” he 
said. “I’m part of their team . I talked to 
their coach, and he’s excited to have me. 
It’s going to be fun.”

Darkangelo was recently nam ed 
Northern Michigan's Athlete of the Year 
for football when the school handed out 
its year-end awards. He had 105 tackles 
in 10 games, ranking second in the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Confer­
ence.

He had 60 tackles in 10 gam es as a 
true freshm an in 2019.

This isn’t  the case of a disgruntled 
athlete leaving a program. Darkangelo, 
who turned  20 last m onth, will have 
nothing but fond m em ories from his two 
seasons with the Wildcats.

"I’ve got nothing against the guys up 
there,” he said. “It was definitely a hard 
decision for me. I kept going back to I 
couldn’t lay in bed at night knowing I 
didn’t try to accom plish my dream s. Ob­

viously, going to Illinois, 1 w ant to make 
a big impact. I w ant to do w hatever I can 
to make them  a better football team  in 
whatever way possible. At least a t the 
end of the  day, I know 1 chased my 
dream s. I have a long road ahead.” 

Darkangelo said he was recruited by 
Michigan State coming out of high 
school, Ultimately choosing Northern 
Michigan because o f-h is  connection 
with head coach Kyle Nystrom. Darkan- 
gelo’s brother, Anthony, played for Fer­
ris State when Nystrom was an ass is­
tan t coach with the Bulldogs.

“My linebacker room at Northern was 
awesome,” Darkangelo said. “1 grew 
som e of the best friendships in my life 
up there. Coach Nystrom’s film sessions 
were amazing. The whole coaching staff 
teaches you lessons you’ll carry on for 
life. They’re just guys you can hang out 
with and talk to if you need som e help...” 

Darkangelo began playing football 
when he was 9 in the  Brighton Youth 
Football League. He is one of five sib­
lings who have played college athletics.

“Everybody’s got th a t childhood 
dream ,” he said. "Obviously, my end 
goal is the NFL. I’ve got a lot of small 
steps to take before th a t . ...

“Hopefully, tha t path  leads to my big­
ger goal.”

■ ■ U H *
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Jack Wurzer of Pinckney set the Adrian College single-game passing record on Oct. 19, 2019 with 403 yards in a 34-31 victory over Alma College, a d r ia n  a t h le t ic s

Michigan Division III sports expected to return in fall
Evan Petzold Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Division III college athletics in Michi­
gan are expected to return in the fall, but 
in w hat format and m ethod are u n ­
known.

At least th a t’s the shared belief of 
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Asso­
ciation institutions, which includes sev­
en colleges in Michigan and two in Indi­
ana.

College sports at all levels were shut 
down in m id-M arch because of the cor­

onavirus pandemic. Focusing on pro­
viding a safe environm ent to come back 
to, MIAA presidents announced Friday 
th a t they intend to return sports to cam ­
puses beginning in the fall and through­
out the  entire school year.

“It is w ith great optimism  that we are 
looking forward to the next academic 
year,” MIAA com m issioner Penny Allen- 
Cook said in a statem ent. “This has been 
a very challenging tim e for winter and 
spring student-ath letes as they saw 
their seasons cut short. And our fall 
sports student-ath letes have had to deal

with the anxiety of not knowing their 
s ta tu s for the  coming year.

“In m aking th is announcem ent to ­
day, we hope to provide some reassur­
ance to MIAA student-ath letes and 
their families.”

The MIAA football season is sched­
uled to begin in early September. One 
option is to have a norm al return w ith­
out any changes; smother is to delay the 
start of practices and com petitions, 
thus shortening the seasons.

“The MIAA will continue to develop 
and perfect plans as the response to the

pandem ic evolves, and tha t everyone 
associated with the conference is excit­
ed about the prospect of providing a 
safe and practical com petitive environ­
m ent for student-ath letes this fall,” Al- 
len-Cook said.

The nine full m em bers of the  league 
are Adrian, Albion, Alma, Calvin, Hope, 
Kalamazoo, Olivet, Saint M ary’s and 
Trine. Finlandia University is an  affiliate 
m em ber tha t com petes in the MIAA for 
football.
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not be applied to Sales or combined with coupons. Not valid on prior purchases. Residential only. 
Limit one offer per household. Expires 06/30/20. Subject to change.

“ O n in-stock carpet and flooring styles only in select areas. Excludes floor prep.
'A variety of unforeseen conditions, such as subfloor prep/leveling/repair, that may not be 
identifiable when establishing price estimate, may require additional cost.
Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2020 Empire Today. LLC
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5 tips to make grocery orders come out right
Grocery delivery and curbside pickup services have become immensely popular as more people stay home and look for ways to avoid supermarkets, a r t u r o  To r r e s

stobounty.com blogger, has had some glitches with 
products w hen ordering groceries online.

Once she received radishes instead of a greenhouse 
cucumber. And she had a pricing issue with bananas. 
When she began ordering the  bananas, they were list­
ed at 25 cents each. But at checkout she was charged 
50 cents each and she had ordered 28 bananas b e­
cause she was shopping for a group.

Eventually, she was credited.
But Felten is thankful for the  professional shoppers 

from services such as Shipt and Instacart because 
they work really hard at getting you w hat you want.

“The more notes you give your shopper, the faster 
and more efficiently they can shop and it m akes it easi­
er for them ,” Felten said.

Before Monica Laux, a Shipt shopper in Macomb 
County, s ta rts  each order, she sends a text m essage to 
the  custom er asking if she can substitu te  items within 
reason.

“I will always ask them  w hen in doubt,” Laux said. 
“W hen they choose allow for substitu tes you can send 
a text and say w hat’s available.”

But Laux is grateful for those who give ample in­
formation on substituting.

“They are so helpful,” Laux said. “Some just tell me 
to use my best judgm ent.”

With Kroger PickUp, if you do not select a substitu ­
tion and the item is not available, you will get a sub ­
stitu te  if available.

If an item is substitu ted  with a one th a t is higher 
priced, according to Kroger, the custom er will be 
charged the lower price. For example, if you order a 5- 
pound bag of Kroger brand flour for $1.99 and they sub 
out Gold Medal Flour th a t costs $2.49, they will charge 
you $1.99.

What to know when ordering groceries  
for pickup or delivery

1 W hen ordering, be as specific as you can about 
the products you w ant and w hat you will take as a 
substitute. If you don’t w ant substitu tions make sure 
you indicate that. Be specific about brands, sizes and 
preferences. For example, you can say you w ant only 
ripe bananas with no green tinge to them. List what 
you will take as a substitu te. .

2 Be patient.. Delivery and pickup still has some 
wait times. Once you place your ordef and secure a 
date tmd tim e make sure to be available during that 
time to answ er any questions from your shopper.

3 Double check th a t your address and phone num ­
ber is correct so your shopper can com m unicate with 
you. Shoppers don’t  see your actual phone number. 
An encrypted num ber system  is used by both the cus­
tom ers and shopper.

4 If you get a wrong product and w ant a 
refund and w ent directly through Instacart 
or Shipt, you will need to contact them  to request a 
refund. It’s best do so as soon as possible. Instacart 
will not provide refunds on orders after one week. If 
you place your order through the store’s website, you 
will need to contact the store’s custom er service d e­
partm ent.

5 Do tip on your order and don’t “tip  bait." Tip bait­
ing is when custom ers add a large tip to attract a shop­
per to pick up the order. After the order is delivered, 
the custom er reduces or removes the tip entirely. Still, 
Instacart said that tip baiting is a rare occurrence. 
Since the COVID-19 outbreak, Instacart said, custom ­
ers either adjust their tip upward or not at all after a f­
ter delivery on 99.5% of orders.

Susan Selasky Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

W hen Chris Pagnucco received her m ost recent gro­
cery delivery order, it was m issing the three cans of 
on-sale Kroger cinnam on rolls w ith frosting. Instead, 
she got th ree cams of Pillsbury pastry  sheets.

On her original order, Pagnucco had said she was 
willing to accept any frosting flavor as a substitute.

“It’s an  innocent, honest m istake,'1 said Pagnucco, 
71, of Rochester. "It’s a product th a t I have used and 
will use, but the  rolls was som ething I was hoping for.”

Pagnucco said she is generally successful w ith her 
online grocery orders and appreciates the service.

W ith the  pastry  sheets, Pagnucco said, she will tu rn

them  into a some sort of baking project.
“Because the pastry  sheets are in a can, they’ll last a 

while,” Pagnucco said. “I plan on using them  to make 
sw eet or savory dish.”

W hen the coronavirus pandem ic hit, grocery deliv­
ery and curbside pickup services becam e im mensely 
popular as more and more people stayed home and 
looked for ways to avoid superm arkets.

As shopping services becam e busier than  ever, cus­
tom ers faced longer wait tim es, orders abruptly can­
celed, missing items from their orders and odd sub­
stitutions.

Still, most people appear to be thankful for the  ser­
vice.

Jolyn Felten who lives in Warren and is a bargain-

O bituaries
Keith Grant Jayne

TAWAS C ITY - Keith 
G ra n t  Jayne o f  Tawas 
C ity, fo rm erly  o f  C aro, 
age 83, passed away on 
M onday , M ay 4, 2020 
at Vassar Fields Assisted 
L iving. K eith  was b o rn  
July 7, 1936 in C aro and 
was a 1954 g rad u a te  o f  
C aro  High School.

S h o rtly  after g ra d u a ­
tion , Keith enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy serving on  the subm arine  USS Catfish. 
Follow ing his h o n o rab le  d ischarge in 1957, he 
w ent to  w ork for A m erican A irlines in D etro it as 
a baggage superv isor and later a ticket co u n te r 
m anager, retiring  in 1978 d u e to  health  concerns. 
He was united  in m arriage with the form er Agnes 
Sue Brown on  February 2 8 ,195,9 and  she p reced­
ed him  in death  on  July 29, 2014. Keith was also 
in strum en ta l in pu tting  in the  stonew ork  at the 
South Lyon U nited M ethodist C hurch . Keith was 
a very social person  w ho was quick w ith a joke 
and  a laugh. He was a golf and  h u n tin g  e n th u s i­
ast, appreciated  taxiderm y, always roo ted  for the 
D etroit Tigers, and enjoyed being a round  people.

He is survived by one daughter, Laurie Jayne o f  
Florida; two grandchildren, H annah J. Alverez and 
C am eron  S. Read; three great-grandchildren; one 
sister, Joan Tom linson o f  Caro; and several nieces 
and  nephews. In add ition  to his parents and wife, 
he was preceded in death  by his son, Scott Jayne.

In keeping with Keith’s wishes, crem ation  has 
taken place and no  services are p lanned  at this 
tim e. The family was assisted w ith these a rran g e­
m ents by the Ransford C ollon Funeral H om e o f  
C aro . F riends m ay share m em ories , th o u g h ts  
and  prayers online at w w w .R ansfordC ollon.com .

Martha Jo (Lutchka) Miller

FontnlCluptl

GAS CITY - M artha  Jo 
(L utchka) M iller, 74, o f  
G as City, In d ia n a  d ied  
May 4, 2020 in M arion,
IN. She was born January 
8 ,1 946 in Detroit, MI, the 
d au g h te r o f  Joseph and 
Josephine Barbara Lutch­
ka. M a rth a  g ra d u a te d  
from  S ou th  Lyon H igh 
School in 1964. She a t­
tended Eastern M ichigan 
U niversity where she received her BS in 1968 and 
MS in 1969. She received her teaching license in 
19 7 1 as a speech therapist and taught at the South 
Lion elem entary school. She taught there until she 
m arried  Lewis M iller in 1974. She m oved with 
her husband for the next 30 years. They retired to 
Gas City, IN in 2003, w here she resided until her 
death . M artha is survived by her husband , Lewis 
M iller and her two sons, Seth in KY, and  Peter in 
IN; a daughter, A udra m arried  to James M onson, 
residing in W I; and a bro ther, David Lutchka and 
his wife, Joan, their children and num erous g rand­
children in ML M artha has no grandchildren.A  
m em orial service is tentatively planned for Sunday, 
June 2 8 ,1:00 pm  at Eastgate C om m u n ity  C hurch 
in M arion, IN. M em orial co n trib u tio n s  m ay be 
m ade to  Eastgate C o m m u n ity  C hurch  fo r the 
W ednesday night children classesi A rrangem ents 
are hy Cole Funeral Chapel, Chelsea, ML H alf her 
ashes will be in te rn ed  at G rass Lake C em etery  
and half at Las A nim as C em etery  in CO, along 
w ith half and half o f  her h u sb an d ’s ashes when 
he dies and is crem ated. So she m ay be in bo th  
family plots.

http://www.RansfordCoIlon.com
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U n certa in ty  h ittin g  a  fever p itch  in  MAC
Evan Patzold Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Scott W etherbee has been down this 
road before.

The scars haunt him.
Eastern Michigan’s athletic director 

walked into a hornet’s nest in 2018 when 
he cut three sports — m en’s swimming 
and diving, softbEill and wrestling — in 
an attem pt to cram  a support beam  into 
the school’s cash-strapped athletic 
budget. The moves saved the  university 
an estim ated $2 million, and the 
planned axing of wom en’s tennis would 
have saved even more, had a Title IX 
lawsuit not forced EMU to reverse 
course.

“Cutting sports has dug a lot deeper 
than  1 thought it would,” W etherbee told 
the Free Press. "That’s the last thing you 
want to do.

“So, we have to be creative."
W etherbee joins a growing list of a th ­

letic adm inistrators bracing for impact 
two m onths into the  coronavirus crisis, 
which has shut down collegiate sports 
entirely and has college athletes and of­
ficials on edge for w hat’s next.

At issue is w hether schools in the 
Group of Five can balance their desire to 
save their m ost vulnerable athletic p ro­
grams while also honoring the NCAA’s 
recent decision to extend the eligibility 
of any spring ath lete whose final year of 
com petition was lost to the virus.

Already, the pandem ic has prom pted 
Cincinnati to accelerate the  removal of 
its m en’s soccer program. Old Dominion 
cut its respectable wrestling program. 
And for the athletic departm ents at 
Eastern Michigan, W estern Michigan 
and Central Michigan -  which rely on 
state- and tuition-funded institutional 
support to stay afloat -  the uncertainty 
has hit a fever pitch.

At CMU, $25.2 million of its  $33.6 
million athletics budget -  a whopping 
75% -  comes from university support, 
according to financial reports from the 
2018-19 fiscal year obtained by USA TO­
DAY Sports, in partnership  with Syra­
cuse University’s S.l. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications.

At EMU, $18 million of $30.9 million 
(58%) comes from the university. At 
WMU, it’s $19 million of $38.9 million 
(49%).

The three schools also have experi­
enced significant enrollm ent declines, 
including a 10.5% loss at Central Michi­
gan from 2018 to 2019. The drop was less 
steep at W estern Michigan (4.8%) and 
Eastern Michigan (5.4%) during that 
period, but the strain  is still severe.

“It's my projection that you’re most 
likely going to see som e schools around 
the country th a t aren’t going to make it 
through this,” WMU athletic director 
Kathy Beauregard said. “Right now,

Eastern Michigan University AD Scott Wetherbee says,
MIKE HOUSEHOLDER/AP

“Cutting sports has dug a lot deeper than I thought it would.”

you’re looking at institutions th a t have 
high payrolls, and th a t’s really where 
the money is.”

Estimating the fallout

Spring sports seasons across the 
country were canceled in mid-M arch, 
shortly after the virus outbreak forced 
the  NCAA to nix its w inter cham pion­
ships. This includes its biggest m oney­
maker on the calendar: the NCAA m en’s 
basketball tournam ent.

The im pact of th a t cancellation could 
be severe. In the 2018-19 reporting year, 
Michigan’s Mid-American Conference 
schools each received payouts ranging 
from $965,000 to $3 million from the 
NCAA and $1.4 million to $2.1 million 
from the conference.

W ithout the  revenue from the NCAA 
tournam ent -  and the rest of the  w inter 
and spring cham pionship calendar -  
the payouts are expected to be much 
less.

“Our intercollegiate athletic world is 
going to change significantly moving 
forward,” said Beauregard, WMU’s a th ­
letic director for 22 years.

In addition, a USA TODAY analysis, 
examining the impact of the NCAA’s de­
cision to allow a bonus year of eligibility, 
projects Eastern Michigan could spend 
up to $250,000 in additional scholar­
ships over the next year if it allows all of 
its 32 eligible seniors to return. The pro­
jection w'as reached by multiplying a 
five-year average of total spring schol­
arships by the cost of attendance.

Only 20 athletes have expressed in­
terest in returning to EMU, W etherbee

said.
At Central Michigan, 28 ath letes are 

eligible to return, for a m aximum cost of 
$175,000. At W estern Michigan, 23 are 
eligible for a maxim um  cost of 
$238,000. It’s unclear how m any have 
expressed interest in returning at WMU 
and CMU.

“We’re going to feel the  effects of this 
for the upcoming years,” CMU athletic 
director Michael Alford said. “Kids 
across the country are going to m ake d e­
cisions.”

The schools could decide to  not allow 
seniors to return next season -  and 
therefore avoid the additionalcosts. 
While the athletic directors have not 
claimed tha t as an  option, they are cer­
tain  they won’t be able to give every 
player the sam e scholarship Edlotment 
as the previous year.

Some might get nothing.
“A lot of them  are not sure,” W ether­

bee said, “and w e’re not sure w hat we 
can even provide. I’d like to have that 
done before the end of the sem ester, so 
they know w hat’s happening.”

Options to stay afloat

W etherbee is considering all options 
to ease the financial fallout, including 
asking donors to fund any additional 
scholarships. He also has considered 
elim inating plane travel by only taking 
bus trips and cutting back on recruiting. 
Each of the three schools spent more 
th an  $2 million on travel and $550,000 
on recruiting in the 2018-19 academ ic 
year.

In a w orst-case scenario, W etherbee

would consider dissolving till scholar­
ships for a given team  if it m eant saving 
the program. EMU currently has 18 
sports programs, just two above the 16- 
team  threshold to remain in Division I. 
The school plans to add wom en’s la­
crosse for the 2021-22 season. CMU has 
18 sports; WMU has 16 sports.

“If you have a program and don’t 
w ant to cut it, you could offer half of the 
scholarships or don’t offer them  at all,” 
W etherbee said. “At least you save the 
scholarship dollars. Those individuals 
th a t play on tha t team  would be paying 
to  go to school, which helps the  univer­
sity.”

W etherbee, Beauregard and Alford 
are waiting to see how m uch money 
their schools will receive from the NCAA 
and how much institutional support 
their universities will provide before fi­
nalizing their plans of action.

“Revenue is always a worry,” said Al­
ford, CMU’s athletic director since May 
2017, “but cutting sports has never come 
up in any discussions.”

There’s hope th a t it stays th a t way.
Through the financial uncertainties 

of the coronavirus, W etherbee often re­
calls the way he felt two years ago after 
cutting team s from his departm ent. He 
is determ ined to handle the incoming fi­
nancial downfall by making strategic 
decisions tha t keep his athletic d ep art­
m ent buoyant.

“Personally, I can’t do anything 
worse,” W etherbee said. “It was such a 
tough thing to go through, so let’s be as 
creative as possible and try  to find other 
areas to cut back rather than  cutting 
sports. Look at all the options.”
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the job network
: v  YOUR LO CAL JO B LISTING FROM LIV O N IA  O B S E R V E R

4 reasons why younger mentors can help you succeed
Eric T ltn er
thejobnetwork.com

Those of us who have been in the 
work world for a while know how power­
ful and influential a mentor can be. Sim­
ply put, a good mentor is worth their 
weight in gold, and can help mold, 
shape, and guide you toward a success­
ful and fulfilling career journey, as well 
as help you build your skills, develop the 
right network, and set you on a path to 
achieving your professional goals. 
Those of us who have been fortunate 
enough to connect with a helpful mentor 
during the formative stages of our pro­
fessional development can attest to this 
fact.

Traditionally, mentors are viewed as 
older individuals, folks who have spent 
a significant amount of time in their field 
and have gained the requisite wisdom, 
experience, and seasoning to effectively 
“pay it forward” to the next generation of 
workers. It’s also a well-worn facet of 
human psychology that we instinctively 
trust and look toward older people for 
advice and guidance, so seeking out an 
older person to guide us tends to fit our 
prepackaged mental schemas about 
what a mentor should be.

But does it have to be this way?
It shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone 

that, regardless of industry, the ways of 
doing things in the work world are rap­
idly changing. Everything from a rapid 
influx of technological innovation and 
fresh new ways of creative thinking, to a 
volatile yet increasingly interconnected 
global economy and shifting social and 
cultural norms and expectations, are 
disrupting convention and leading to 
new ways of operating.

That said, since everything else in the 
work world is being rethought, and so 
many traditional standards and prac­

GETTY IMAGES

tices are being tossed into the dustbin of 
history to make way for a new modem 
sensibility, then maybe it’s time for old 
ideas about mentorship to follow suit. 
Perhaps it’s time to think about embrac­
ing the concept of having a younger 
mentor to help you succeed? There are 
some very good reasons for considering 
a younger mentor to help guide you 
through today’s complex and rapidly 
shifting work world. Let’s take a closer 
look at a few of these.

Age doesn’t always mean more 
wisdom or more professional drive

First off, age isn’t everything, and 
when it comes to work it isn’t an auto­
matic badge of success or wisdom, es­
pecially not these days. The truth is, 
there are plenty of maverick younger 
professionals who have gained a great 
deal of expertise in their respective 
fields during their comparatively short 
tenures -  valuable expertise that you 
can potentially benefit from.

Furthermore, younger mentors may 
also come equipped with extra energy 
and enthusiasm compared to their older 
counterparts (though this is another 
well-worn myth that doesn’t always 
hold true), along with novel ways of 
thinking and approaching projects and 
tasks -  key variables that might be quite 
helpful when figuring out how to stay 
current in a work world that seems to be 
changing at a breakneck pace.

Tech savvy is necessary to thrive  
in the work world today

This notion can be especially true 
when it comes to navigating new tech­
nology that may be sweeping through 
your industry. The truth is younger peo­
ple are typically more adept at adopting 
new tools and can help their older col­
leagues master them effectively. Stay­
ing relevant in today’s work world is an 
especially important topic for older 
workers, so for this reason alone a 
younger mentor Is worth considering.

In a time of career transitions, 
look to company experts

A younger mentor can also be helpful 
if you’re in the midst of a career change. 
The reality is, when transitioning to a 
new career field, which more older 
workers are apt do today than ever be­
fore, you oft^n have to start at the bot­
tom -  which means that there are plenty 
of things you could potentially learn 
from someone younger who’s possibly 
only been in the field for a few years.

You can help out while getting 
help yourself

One more key takeaway involves the 
very nature of the mentor/mentee con­
nection itself -  and tha t’s the notion 
that at its core, it should be a reciprocal 
and mutually beneficial relationship. 
Both mentor and mentee can and 
should benefit from their time spent to­
gether, so being older than your mentor 
may just help you hold up your end of 
the bargain.

While you’re learning some new 
tricks from a younger mentor, you’ll be 
in the position to impart some of your 
wisdom and experience to them, m ak­
ing it a win-win situation from everyone 
involved.

A mentor is a mentor, no matter what 
age. If you’re looking for someone to 
help you find professional footing, con­
sider a person’s experience, tem per­
ament, and company or industry 
knowledge before you even think of 
writing them off if they’re in their twen­
ties or thirties.

Eric Titner has been an editor and 
content creator for more than a decade. 
His primary professional focus has been 
on education- and career-related topics. 
He currently lives in New York City.
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