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First COVID-19 vaccines given in Novi

wnsonr.ozcene: IIIOBTMEE

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK MICHIGAN

Dr. Ala Shuker was ready for two
shots Thursday, of a very different sort.

He tookthe first, a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, in his right arm shortly before
2 p.m.

The second will be a shot of whiskey
at home in West Bloomfield tonight as
he celebrates being the first person im-
munized at Ascension Providence Hos-
pital in Novi.

Shuker, an internal medicine physi-
cian, has not taken a day off work since
mid-March, seeing COVID-19 patients

People gather along Milford Road near the Huron Valley School administration building to call for the return of in-person
instruction for students amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, photos by john heider/hometownlife com

Parents protest closed
schools In Huron Valley

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

More than a hundred parents and
children gathered outside the empty
Huron Valley Schools administrative
building Dec. 16, rallying to encourage
the district to open schools again for
face-to-face instruction.

Many carried signs that read, “Save

daily. He said the vaccination repre-
sents the beginning of the end of the
pandemic.

“We have lost a lot of lives. People
have lost family, friends, parents,”
Shuker said. “I have made too many
phone calls, | have dreaded picking up
the phone. | had to do one today. This
shot is an important step for humanity
to put this disease to an end... It is safe.
What is not safe is getting exposed to
CoviID.”

As of Dec. 17, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services

See VACCINES, Page 7A

with one intent in mind.

“I really just want to see my children
in school where they belong,” she said.
“Districts around us still have face-to-
face instruction. This (all remote) is un-
acceptable. It's stressful on working
parents, and | don't know what single
parents are doing.”

Huron Valley switched to a all-virtual
learning model atthe end ofthe October

Alicia Murrell,
RN, gives the
first COVID-19
vaccine at
Ascension
Providence
Hospital in
Novi to Dr. Ala
Shuker, who
has worked
daily with
COVID-19
patients since
March.
COURTESY OF
LOU MARTIN

New-look
Northville
Tvvp. board

eliminates
one tax

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville Township’'s new-look
board oftrustees is making a good first
impression on residents who are fans
of tax reductions.

During the Dec. 17board meeting —
the first since the Nov. 3 election of
four newcomers (Supervisor Mark Ab-
bo, Treasurer Jason Rhines, Clerk Rog-
er Lundberg and Trustee Cynthia Jan-
kowski) — the board voted 5-2 to re-
scind a 1% annual tax-collection ad-
ministrative fee that was adopted
without the consent of voters in Octo-
ber 2017.

See BOARD, Page 7A

South Lyon
water rates
rise to fund
$10M upgrade

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Water and sewer rates will increase
annually inthe City of South Lyon over
the next 10years in order to pay for $10
million in infrastructure improve-
ments.

The rate increases wiil show up on
April 2021 bills. Exactly how much us-
ers' costs will rise will vary in the first
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Grinch cancels plans to steal Christmas

Shelby
Tankersley
Reporter

The Grinch has had a
change of heart.

That’'s right: The
grumpiest, greenest,
nastiest, not-nkest of

them all is not planning
to steal Christmas this
year.

His reason? This year
has been hard enough,
and even he has todraw
the line somewhere.

"I really started to
consider it when they
canceled Milford Mem -
ories,” he said in an ex-
clusive interview with
Hometown Life. T start-
ed the year loving the
looming sense ofuncer
taint>' and fear a lot of
people were feeling, but
it was eventually too
much for even me to
deal with.

”1 just can’t make
people's year any more
difficult*

The Grinch added
thatother pandemic-re
lated hardships, inciud
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ingthehardwork done by
local health care profes-
sionals, the cancellation
of summer events and
online schooling strug-
gles pushed him to cancel
his devious plans.

The Grinch. who social
distanced before it was
cod. said this year really
hasn't been that different
for him. But. he started
channeling his energy
into more typical hobbies
when he decided to can-
cel his attempt at a holi-
day heist.

*1 don’t want to brag,
but I've perfected my
sourdough recipe,” he
said. “I've also been doing
a lot of crocheting - my
dog Max has a hat for ev-
ery color of the rainbow.
During the summer, 1got
a chance to binge
’Friends.”as well. I’'m glad
thosecrazy kids Ross and
Rachel finally figured it
out in the end.”

However, don't expect
ahandmade hatfrom him
next Christmas.

“Am | getting soft? Ab-
solutely not,” he
scoffing. “Look, just be-
cause I'm giving you pco
pie a break this year

said,

LETTERS TO SANTA

Chiistmas Day is |ust
about here, and the ex-
citement is  building.
Hometown Life is giving
Santa a helping hand by
collecting a bunch of let-
ters and compiling thorn
for his reading pleasure.
Here’s what some local
first graders offered, just
as they wrote it.

Dear Santa,

1 love you. Can you
please bring my mom an
Ipnoe 12 Can you bring a
monintcr for my dad. Can
you bring me a Lions Hel-
met. | love you so much.

Love, Ojas

P.s1 LOVE you!

DEAR SANTA:

llove you so much, can
you please

bring my sister and
brother toys and games.

lhave been good.

Iwillleave you cookies
and milk.

I LOVE YOU BIG GuY!!

I LOVE THE ELVES!!1

P.S. with
reindeer.

Ema Aguilar

Dear Santa,

Can lhave a toothless
toy please.

Be careful

Your Friend, Michael

Dear Santa,

I love you so much.
How are your reindeer? |
hope your feeling healthy.
Please bring me and my
brother sanad and sister
Selena and my cousin
Bella a present.

Love Leo

Dear Santa,

How are the radei?
Can you please bnng mi
mom gloue? you
please bnng food to hun-
gry plel? Please can you
breg midad a woch? Can
you please breg me a rabo
dol? I hevben raregood! 1

Can

love you. I wel lev crcs for
the reder. I hop im on the
nest lest. Ilove Max and |
love you

Love

Finley Riggs

p.c. Love Pini«y

Dear saata,

How air yum itdn
de?r? Can ywi pleas*

bnr.g my sister a dog?
Can yevi p|p«pbring me.t
doll please? Have a soft
trij!

Lovtyour friir.uAva

P.S. Ikv* yOd

Bnur Santa.

I luve you ycu an the
be»t. Co yw» like ohr..-w
late coakiet? 1fr.w ate th*
reod«rs*‘ Give vsrs.
Claus a hag from roe.
Hew ISMTS. Ckus? How
zue th( olfc? Bring Baby
Bl»e B3CUT. and Rani «
dog tcy citsase. Ptsiiiv

The Grinch has announced he won't be stealing toys

from under Christmas trees this year, provided

doesn't mean you can re-
lax about next year. You
can bet your bottom dol-
lar I'll be back In 2021~
Butsince everyone can

sleep a little easier on
Christmas Eve, the
Crinch - grudgingly -

said he wouldn't try to
stop folks from spreading
a little holiday cheer this
season. If people were to
make a point to call their
grandparents, send a few
Christmas cards or try to
make life easier for those
less fortunate, he's cer-
tainly not going to get in
the way.

“You know, someone
very wise once said ‘Per-

bring my momma her fa-
vortire dress tliat hers al
ways wanted.
bring my Grandma and
outdoor automatic show-
er for the cabin. And
please bring Bex a baby
brother. Please bring my
sister Marina the Indom-

Please

inus Rex. Please bring my
daddy a chainsaw. Please

could I have a princess
suitcase with toys inside?
Love,
eUie

Dear Santa,

For Christmas | would
love to get a Nintendo
Switch, lava lamp, mine-
craft legos and backpack,
hotwheels track, and Ro-
blox toys.

Love, Aiden

Dear Santa

I love You! Can you
Please bring my dog a
Bow? CAnNn you
bring my Mom
Kas?

CAn yougive me A Hvt
Bord? IWill Leve Mik and
cookes.

Love Evelyn:)

Dear Santa, houw is
Mrs. Clos dooing? Can
you please get my mom a
roombu and can you get
me a hufrbord? And can

Please
a fone

you get my Dad a Zoya
doll pleas? And can you
get my bruthr a xbox gift
cord? And can you get my
sistr a rambo hode? Ive
been good! I will get you
choklit cookees and
choklitmilk. And Iwill giv
yore Rander sum carrots.
Ilove you big guy.. Love -
Zoya to you Santa.

P.S Ilove you

Dear Santa,

How are the reindeer?
Can you bring my brother
anerfgun? Can you bring
my mom makeup? Can
you bring my dad a game
for the VR? Can you bring
my sister a baby shark
toy? Can you bring me an
elf I can touch? ive been
good. Iwillleaveyoumilk
ui wilr>c end rerrrts
br the reindeer

tlove you co much.

Lox. Mackatzii

Dear Suita

I h~*pe ycu cTbhealthy.
How are you ant Mil.
Claus? Could you f/vouu
aing my raxn k- IPad?
Can >ou ffeasR nnng ray
nanuw apjcT-ire fmmr?
Can y>u pf=as? bring Mra.
y--m,nomy? twould like
an cccrrkJ 3scom
Chrtsunm

for
I have bccua
B>od 3oy! [wil leave you
inilk and cook.es Havea
B.fo C-lp!

Lwb. Linden

P.S Ilore yuu!

haps Christmas doesn't
come from a store.
haps Christmas means a
little bit more,”” the
Grinch said. “I mean. I'm
a complete Scrooge, and
even 1lthink that's a pret-
ty good statement. It's
been a rough year for ev-
eryone. and maybe peo-
ple really do need a little

Per-

Christmas cheer this
year.

“I mean. | certainly
don’t, but other people

might. Whatever*

Contact reporter Shel-
by Tankersley at stanker-
sle@hometownlife~com
or 248 305 0448. Twit-
ter: @shdbyjankk.

Dear Santa,

I hope you ar healthy.
Can you bring Samuela
Transformers Robot? Can
you pleaso bring my Dad
a watch? Can you please
bring me a Disney Pixar
car? I've been good. 1 will
leave you milk and cook-
ies. 1love you so much.

Your Friend, Joel

Dear Santa,

I hope you are healthy!

Do you have a dog?

I have two dogs and
they love toys.

Can you please bring
tham toys?

Uan you please bring
mom clothes?

Can you please bring
me Pokemon cards, God-
zilla toys and a PS5?

I've been a good boy.

I love you.

Love, Liam

P.S Eat the cookies!

Dear Santa,

Are you ready? Can
you please bring bells for
Grayson? Can you please
bring food to hungry
kids? Can you please
bring me a MARIR game?
I've been good Please
don't make a mess by the

fireplace. 1 love you so
much!
Love Sophie

PS Watch out!

Dear Santa,

I hope your helthey.
Please give Dante tenis
balls, skwekey balls, and
a santa baby Please give
RayRay dolls. Please give
food to kids who cant
afourd it. |
good boy. Iwont atoydog
and a Mad Hater hat with
the wig not atacht. Good

have ben a

luck on the trip! Thank
you so much!

Love, Jasper

Dear Santa,

How are the elves?

Can you please bring Ri-

ley a treat and money to

those that need it? Please

bring me a rainbow hair

doll. OMG doll. LOL doll,
r-io'tmfnim iB p -i make-
up. lair. i good gi.;. 1kve
you. | will lvwv raidc and
ooukiw

Loos ixuh

Dtdx Santa.

]'a» excitec focChriri-
mjos I hove a bigwish b*t.
Mnramy wude want a
new jpclctv seL .yunl
m ii2 'twt a lew phone.
Pap: wants a new ahert.
Ave”- would Invp y. nysM
Barbie. I :«ttlly wuut u jv-
mux =wL 1 —ent'i >-ail for
yju tovb,. jut!) h'.peyou
n&/ea Merry Chrutmai.

4V yan
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Pickup crashes into Lyon Township mobile home

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Ford F-150 pickup truck weaved across Interstate
96's traffic lanes Sunday before exiting the highway
and striking a Lyon Township manufactured home,
according to Oakland County sheriff’'s deputies.

They were dispatched to Kensington Place manu-
factured home community park off of Grand River Av-

enue near Kent Lake Road at about 2:51 p.m.

They found the female driver, 34, of Lyon Township
sitting on the ground on the passenger side with in-
juries. She was transported in an undisclosed condi-
tion to Ascension Providence Hospital in Novi, depu-
ties said in their report.

The driver admitted she had been smoking marijua-
na and taking some prescription drugs.

None of the mobile home residents were injured.

Sysco food systems’Tom Batayeh loads a box of food into the trunk of a restaurant worker in need’s car
Dec. 10 at the Suburban Collection ShOWplace in NOVi, john heider/hometownlife.com

Food giveaway in Novi

for restaurant workers

Help for hard-hitemployees ofrestaurants and oth-
er service workers was provided during a drive-up
food giveaway at Suburban Collection Showplace in
Novi.

Sysco of Michigan donated a total of 300 food box-
es, each packed to feed a family of four, and joined
forces with The Michigan Restaurant & Lodging Asso-
ciation Educational Foundation and The Michigan
Hospitality Industry Employee Relief Fund to coordi-
nate the assistance for workers faced with financial

hardship because of the state’s extended shutdown
for dine-in services.

Suburban Collection Showplace provided the
space and staffing for the drive-thru giveaway.

According to the Michigan Restaurant and Lodg-
ing Association, as ofmid-November, approximately
2,000 restaurants had closed their doors permanent-
ly in the state in 2020. Approximately 250,000 em-
ployees are likely to be laid off from restaurants over
the holiday season.

An 1-96 driver had called the sheriff’'s operation
centerto reportthe Ford F-150truck was driving errati-
cally and almost ran her off the roadway three times.

The caller followed the vehicle into the mobile home
park and saw the crunch into a Petoskey Street mobile
home.

The incident remains under investigation, and toxi-
cology results are pending.

svela@hometownlife.com

Santa Claus helps to deliver some holiday cheer on
Northville Civic Concern’s annual holiday
distribution day Dec. 4. john heider/hometownlife.com

Helping for the holidays

Northville Civic Concern is an all-volunteer or-
ganization founded in 1983 by a group of concerned
citizens to benefit the needy of the community.

Its primary purpose is to provide food to those in
need. Food is distributed twice a month.

Learn more about the organization on its Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/NorthvilleCivic-
Concem.

Hear Better for the Holidays!

It is our mission and our passion to

bring the gift of better hearing to as
many lives as we can. There’s never

been a better time to ensure that you

are hearing your absolute best. Let us
help you stay connected with family
and loved ones; whether in-person

or virtually this Holiday Season!

Special Hearing Event! * December 16th

* Free Hearing Assessments

Our Gift To You!

e Free Demonstrations5b

e Risk Free Trials

Rechargeable & Streaming Options

,500

toward the purchase of a

>Accepting most Health Insurances

Healthy Hearing Center

AUDIOIOGY | WEARING AIDS

23895 Novi Road, Suite 100 « Novi, Ml

248-940-3804

www.. hearingheaKhusa.com

ftequres n ofce &pourftnient IMj £ punj”se tewteairig

pair of new hearing aids.

Receive a

FREE TABLET

with purchase*

toreceto tffe/. If idsA0es areretumed, you Mil be cveiged

ipfthgpKtof twTgbhl(a|75Yjije).1Scafe ofservos viateleheahh vd varypursiart to applcaUe state lawsand regulators.

Mfchelle GkJdings, &C-HIS, Board Certified Hearing Instrument SpeoalistS1379
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New hotel offering themed rooms for holidays

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Families looking for an escape to the
North Pole don’t have to head very farfor
the experience this year. They can find it
at the new hotel in Farmington Hills.

The Delta Hotels Detroit Novi by
Marriott  opened its doors at
37529 Grand River near the Halsted/
M-5 interchange earlier this fall. To help
mark the holidays, it is offering two
rooms decked out with holiday-themed
decor and gifts.

Dubbed the “Jingle Bell Inn,” the
rooms are the perfect place for families
looking to celebrate the holidays away
from home. It could be a welcome get-
away for families who have been cooped
up since March due to the coronavirus
pandemic, said Shawna Fleming, the
hotel’s director of sales.

“The nice thing is, it'sa different four
walls and a different experience,” she
said.

The decorated rooms are available
until Dec. 30 for overnight stays. Each
comes decked out with decorations, a
tree and several goodies for guests to
enjoy. Cookies are served when guests
check into the rooms, and there are fur-
ther offerings of hot chocolate and
candy canes once guests are settled in
one of the double-king rooms.

“When guests arrive, we’ll have holi-
day music playing and then we’ll have
some fresh cookies,” she said. “Each
family gets gifts. | have a few wrapped
under the tree.”

The holiday-themed rooms can be
booked for $299 per night through the
hotel's website.

Fleming said sheis also intalks to do-
nate a night in the rooms to a family in
need to help bring some additional
Christmas cheer.

The hotel opened its doors in Novem-
ber after the facility had been closed for
nearly ayear. The hotel was previously a
Crowne Plaza and before that, aHoliday
Inn.

Fleming said the 139-room hotel was
originally scheduled to open this spring
under the Delta brand, but was delayed
because of COVID-19-related shut-
downs.

She said while the hotel was fairly up
to date when Marriott took over, the

Shawna Fleming, director of sales for The Delta Hotels Detroit Novi by Marriott, gives atour of the new Farmington Hills
hotel’s Jingle Bell Inn room Dec. 8. john heidfr/hometownniifecom

company still put about $3 million into
renovations and furnishings.

Those renovations included the new
provisions space serving snacks and
coffee, a new fithess center and some
new furniture in each room, including
brand-new 55-inch smart televisions.

The hotel also has a small banquet
space for corporate events and wed-
dings, when such activities are viable
again.

A restaurant serving casual Ameri-
can fare called Founder’s Tavern will op-
erate when indoordining is deemed safe
again. Fleming said Marriott planned to

open the restaurant, but with the state
temporarily shutting down indoor din-
ing right around the hotel's opening, the
tavern will remain closed.

“We had all of our bartenders trained
on crazy craft cocktails that are deli-
cious,” she said. “We had some good
things going”

The Deltabrandis fairly new to metro
Detroit, Fleming said: one operates in
Romulus near the airport and others are
located on the west side ofthe state. The
Farmington Hills location is the brand’s
first in Oakland County.

Opening a new hotel concept in the

gg TKE ONLY WAY TO
BEAT COVID-19 IS TO FACE IT.

You can’t forget the danger. Especially in the next few months Wear the mask

Wash your hands. Practice physical distancing

midst of a pandemic that has signifi-
cantly reduced travel has been chal-
lenging, but Fleming said she believes
the staff and amenities are ready to
serve business or leisure guests once
traveling picks up again.

“It's aleap of faith,” she said. “We just
have to trust that things are going to get
better and that we have the right people
in place, then when things do get better,
people will come.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734-
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.

at ieast 6 feet apart. Consider

virtual gatherings for the holidays. Shopping locally. Ordering food for curbside

pickup. We can beat this virus it we all face it together.

For more holiday safety tips, visit oakgov.com/covid

Paid foi by Oakland
County Health Division.
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The Michigan Elder Law Reporter”

30 Years Serving Michigan

Delay, Neglect, Confusion M eans Fractured Families

Death In The Family Is Always Painful
Comes Next Is Frequently Worse

What

Death Comes For UsAll

Our time on this planet is
limited. We do our best

while we are here. To be

a good spouse. A loving
parent. A loyal sibling. A true
American. To be able to look
back on a life well-lived. You
have worked hard. You played
by the rules. You planned. And when you pass,
there will be leftovers.

David Carrier

Maybe it is a loved one who has died. After the
griefcomes the realization that you have a big job
to do. You are responsible to take care o f what has
been left behind.

Now what? What comes next? You have heard
the stories o f family strife. You “know” that this
will take at least a year, probably two. You keep
hearing that probate or trust administration costs
will swallow up 4-10% o f the leftovers. Pretty
discouraging.

It does not have to be thatway. Let us show you.
W ill vs T rust

Wills only work in probate. A will is simply
instructions to the Probate Court and the Personal
Representative (Executor). Wills do not avoid
probate. Did | mention that the will only works in
Probate Court?

Millions o f families have believed that revocable
living trusts would avoid probate for them.
Millions o f families have been disappointed.
Trusts only work on assets that have been retitled
into the trust.

Attorneys, bankers, accountants, insurance agents,
annuity salespersons, financial advisors, and the
guy who mops the floor at the bank all know
something that you do not. Everybody else knows
that trusts do not work in the real world. That fact
has nothing to do with the trust itself.

Trusts only work on stuffin the trust. And your
stuffis not in your trust. Inconceivable!

Remember all those papers in that trust binder?
All those papers you did not read? All those
papers your loved one did not read either? Well,
there was a memo about putting assets into the
trust Whoopsie. Say hello to probate! This is
not a mistake. New' estate planning lawyers are
taught not to worry about funding, in reliance on

probate. | wonder ifthe probate attorney fees have

anything to do with it... Inconceivable!

Everybody knows you will not put your stuff into
the trust. That is why you get a Funding Coach

at the Law Offices of David L. Carrier. Someone
to help you, nag you*-caable you. To truly avoid
probate. And nursing home poverty.

Simple will or the typical trust? Does not matter.
Say hello to probate.

Delay Destroys De Family

Probate or trust administration drags on. Month

after month. Family members wonder what is
going on. One year. Two years. And on. Family
fights fester. First, griefat mom’s death. Then,
impatience. Soon, annoyance. Next, suspicion.
Finally, anger.

“But our kids get along so well!” Check back 12-
24 months after your death. No final resolution.
No visible signs o f progress. Tough? You bet.
Inevitable? No way!

Git ‘Er Done! Six Months Or Less!

Preserve your family. Preserve your sanity.

You do the grieving. We do the paperwork. Six
months after you say “Go!”; we say “All done!”
And four months of that time was required by
the newspaper Notice to Unknown Creditors.
Consistent communication calms kids.

Your Probate And T rust Administration

Team

Attorney Terri Macklin and Senior Paralegal Leah
Dillard head up your Team. Our staffaccountants,
paralegals, and client service agents back them

all the way. Attorney Claire Claiy rounds out the
Team. As former executive director of Widowed
Persons Services, Claire adds years o f insights
from helping hundreds o f newly widowed
persons.

SixMonths! Really?
Not every time. But it is always our goal. We

w'ork hard to heat your expectations. Hundreds o f
times, hundreds of families, every year.

Unexpected Covid-19 Deaths Are Rising

You did not expect your loved one to pass so
soon. You thought you had time. They did too.
Things will get wiorse before they get better. Get
help nowr.

What Now?

Preserve your family. Preserve your sanity. Call
the Probate and Trust Administration Team now. It
costs nothing. It could save your family. Make the
rules work for the folks who play by the rules.
GETANSWERS NOW ...
CALLTHE LIFEPLAN™ HOTLINE

1-800-317-2812
Go to the Website: davidcarrierlaw.com
Send Email: TMacklin@davidcarrierlaw.com

Never a charge to talk. What are you waiting
for?
“ BTiat could it hurt?”

Terri Macklia
| ext Prehile Attorney

Chirr CUry
Attorney AthdOtr

Senior Paralegal

Some States Break Constitutional Election Rules

This Week’s Sign Of The Apocalypse

Should Other States Call Them Out?

Do You Pi1ay By The Rules?

Most middle-class folks play by the rules. We
get to work on time. We do thejob. Trustworthy.
Loyal. Helpful. Friendly. When things go wrong
(as they always do!), you fix it.

Other people cut comers. Leave early. Fake it.
We all know some. On the job. On the softball
team. In our own family. Even at church. How
can you respect them? Sure, you can pretend that
cheaters are the same as honest folk. For a time.

We do not go picking fights. Live and let live.
But doesn’t there comes a point...? When is
enough, enough?

W ho Made The Rules?

In America, We The People, make the rules.
Starting with the Constitution. And on down the
line. Most places, it is the powerful who make the
rules. Regular folks obey. Or else. Not here. Not
yet.

Here, you and | make the rules. For over 240
years, our American system for making and
playing by the rules has worked. Better than
anything else ever tried. In history. More freedom,
more wealth for more people. Look it up.
Therefore, naturally, some want to wreck it. By
any means necessary.

In the meantime, people like us accept the rule of
law. We do not throw tantrums when we lose. We
work harder. We keep the faith. We work within
the system. Especially when dealing with cheaters.

W EHTHE AR - RTHE EDVEIHWNL THAIS
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Constitutional Election Rules

What does the Constitution say about presidential
elections? It is simple:

Each State shall appoint its Presidential Electors
in such Manner as the Legislature thereofmay
direct.

U.S. Constitution, Article 1l, § 1, clause 2

Wc The People, through our Legislature make
presidential election rules. All on the up and up.
Constitutionally.

Should the Governor, Attorney General, state
or federal courtjudges or anybody else change
those rules? In the middle of the game? How is
that fair? How is that Constitutional?

IsA Presidential Election Like A Bowling
League?

You go bowling. In aleague. According to

the League Rules. Your team signs up. Pays

up. Shows up. Plays all season. On to the
Championship!

Then, the Championship hostbowling center

chaoges the League Kules! One time only. They
say. For this game only. For "fairness” (he other

OF

.C.
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Your Familys
Personal Attorney.

Grand Rapids
4965 East Bettline Ave NE
Grand Rapids, Ml

(616) 361-8400

Portage
3275 Cooley Ct.
portage, Ml
(269) 350-2323
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Estate Settlement In Six Months?

THE MIRACULOUS MAGNIFIER SOLUTION

The Reporter has ordered 1000 flat Miraculous Magnifying
sheets. Just like a magnifying glass, but easier and safer

1. Get your newspaper.

2. Open to The Michigan Eider Law Reporter.

3. Hold the Miraculous Magnifier a tew inches above The Reporter.

4. Print is magnified to three (3) times the size.

5. Read with comfort and comprehension.

No doubt you are wondering:
How much for the Miraculous Magnifying sheet?
Answer: Priceless!
Seriously, we are just giving them away to you, our faithful readers.

No charge!

Just call us at the number below and we will send you two (that’s 2!)

Miraculous Magnifiers. All the information, none of the eyestrain.
t-800-317-2812

We Are Offering You The Convenience And
Safety Of Meeting With Your Own Group Of
People - And We'll Buy The Coffee!

Get Answers To Your Questions:

How do | protect my health, heme, lifesavings, family and legacy?

Why is an outdated will worse than no plan at all?

How can | be sure people | trust will make medical and financial decisions for me, if | cannot?

How can | control the care | get (and do not get) in a medical emergency?

How can | protect my kids' inheritance from divorce, bankruptcy, and their own poor decisions?

How do | avoid heavy taxes from the new law on my retirement plans (like my IRA or 401k)?

Call Or Email Today To Schedule A
Live Workshop With Your COVID Crew!

(616) 361-8400

131 S. Seaway Drive
Norton Shores, Michigan

www.DavidCarrierLaw.com
email: David@DavidCarrierLaw.com

team gets gutter guards. No foul lines. Balls with
a three-foot diameter. Not your team, of course.
Only the other guys. And then...

They win! New Champions! Amazing! No
practicing. Never won anything before. Beat the
odds! Pictures in the papers and on TV. Cinderella
Story! Wow! Congratulations!

Really? Does complaining make you a bad
sport? You are so awful! You want to “throw out”
“overturn” “reject” the Championship results.
Well-

WeAre Complaining

At last count, 18 states are complaining. To

the United States Supreme Court. The ultimate
umpire. Eighteen states say that governors,
attorneys general or other state officials changed
the rules in the championship round. You may
not have heard ofit. Online, social media actively
suppress this information. And say so. But the
truth is out there...

[Editor’'s Note: It is now up to 19 states.]

T imeless Advice From Paul Burge

Journalism is all about covering important
stories.
With apillow, until they stop moving.
Paul Burge, lowahawk

We W ill Stop Complaining
What if the Supreme Court says no harm, no
foul? We will accept it. That is our system.
We built it, we love it, we will live with it. But

when did complaining about unfair stuffbecome
unAmerican?

Making The RulesWork For The Folks

W ho Play By The Rules. Results Not

E xcuses.

Another unknown reality is that most folks
eventually need long-term care. Rules determine
whether you keep any o f your lifesavings. At
home care or an institution? What do the rules
say?

For thirty years, protecting middle-class Michigan
from nursing homes and nursing home poverty.
Keep your independence. Preserve your life
savings.

Or you can rely on government wisdom and good
faith.

Real-world problems. Real-world answers.

GETANSWERS NOW ...
CALLTHE LIFEPLAN™ HOTLINE

1-800-317-2812
G o to the YVebsite: davidearrierlaw.com

Send Email: Davjd@davidearrivrlaw.wiii
Talk to Us Today. GetAnswers Now.
“m at could it hurt?”

ATTORNEY

David L. Carrier

38 Years Practicing Law
BA, wotre Dame; JO, Boston university Law
/Waster of laws, lax, Georgetown University Law
Captain. US Aritiy.jJAGC (veteran)

Norton Shores
131 S. Seaway Drive
Norton Shores, Ml

{616) 361-8400

IS ~
Holland
12330james suite bio

Holland. MI
(616) 796-9600
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Canton mother, son share vaccine trial experience

Ed erght Hom*towrvlif«.com
USATODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton Township mother Michelle
Hall and her son, Hunter Hall, are
among the thousands ofunsung heroes
in the battle against COVID-19.

Weeks before the Pfizer and BioN-
Tech mRNA vaccine was deemed safe
for emergency use by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration, the Halls volun-
teered toparticipatein a44,000-person
trial, the results of which helped deter-
mine the vaccine’s effectiveness.

Harboring pre-trial feelings that
ranged from growing apprehension (58-

year-old Michelle) to all in optimism
(22-year-old Hunter), the Halls drove to
a Farmington Hills research clinic Oct.
24.

“l was really nervous leading up to
the first injection,” Michelle admitted
while sitting at a kitchen table in the
family’s Canton home. “Even as | sat in
the room in the clinic, waiting to get the
injection, | thought, ‘l can run out now
and they won't even care.’

‘What convinced me to go through
with itwas Hunter's insistence that this
was the safest vaccine I'U ever get. He
had just finished his final year at Michi-
gan State University, taking classes like
epidemiology and virology, so he knew
what he was talking about.”

Ofthe 44,000 volunteers who partic-
ipated in the Phase 3 trial — a double-
blind randomized controltrial — halfre-
ceived a placebo consisting of salt wa-
ter; the other halfreceived the real vac-
cine.

"The researchers don't know wrho
getsthe vaccine and who gets the place-
bo and the trial participants don’'t
knowr” Hunter said. “The only person
who knew what my mom and | were be-
ing injected with was the nursewho ac-
tually did it.

“This type of trial is considered the
gold standard in science.”

Hours after returning home from the
clinic, the Halls had a pretty good in-
kling of which injection they had re-
ceived.

In the next 24 hours, Michelle devel-
oped a mild fever, slight body aches and
soreness in her shoulder. Hunter, on the
other hand, said he felt nothing after the
injection was completed.

“They don't unblind the trial until
this week,” Hunter said Monday, “but
we're pretty sure | got the placebo and
my mom got the vaccine.

“It makes sense that my mom’s body
reacted to the vaccine, ifshe did indeed
get it, the way it did because this is the
strongest, most-effective vaccine ever
developed.”

Michelle's recent history with shin-
gles and flu vaccines resulted in similar
side effects, she said.

When the Halls returned to Farming-
ton Hills in November for the second
doseofthe procedure, Michelle said she
had no worries.

“l did develop a fever of 101 overnight
and | had a headache, some body aches
... but I felt fine the next day,” she said.
“Saying that, | don't want to scare any-
one away from getting the vaccine once
itbecomes available to them.

“l was among the 2 percentwho felt
side effects, and | usually feel effects
from vaccines regardless of what
they're for.”

Hunter’'s second injection created no
side effects, galvanizing his belief that
he had received the placebo. If that's
true, he will be eligible to be vaccinated
for real as early as January.

The $120 check each of the Halls re-
ceived for their efforts — neither was ex-
pecting any compensation when they
signed up — was secondary to theirwill-
ingness to help the vaccine's journey to-
ward approval.

“l have felt so helpless and even
guilty thatso many people are out there
risking their lives fighting to help others,
I felt like this was finally something |
could do to help,” said Michelle.

In another effortto help, she said, she
made ahabitofbuying meals from local
restaurants and having them delivered
to families who were hard hitby the cor-
onavirus pandemic and to healthcare
and essential w'orkers.

“But (volunteering for the trial) was
something that felt so much bigger. |
could finally feel like l was doing my part
to contribute,” she said.

Although admitting he was happy to
do his part to help the Pfizer vaccine se-
cure approval for emergency use, Hunt-
er compared his role in the trial to recy-
cling.

“We're doing a very small part of a
really important thing,” said Hunter,
who graduated this summer from MSU
with degrees in microbiology and hu-
man biology after just three years. “The
hardest part for me was agreeing to give
blood six times over the next two years.
In the past, I've nearly passed outwhen
I've had to give blood, but |l can honestly

Position on Schoolcraft
Board of Trustees opens

Schoolcraft College has an opening
on its Board of Trustees and invites in-
dividuals interested in filling that va-
cancyto contact Beth LaForest, director
of strategic operations and board liai-
son, by email at blafores@school-
craft.edu with any questions or to re-
ceive an application packet.

The deadline to submit an applica-
tion is 3 p.m. Friday, Jan. 15, 2021.

The seven-member Board of Trust-
ees serves as the college’s policy-mak-
ing body. To be considered a candidate
for the position, an applicant must be a
registered voter and a resident of the

Schoolcraft College district, which in-
cludes the Clarenceville, Garden City,
Livonia, Northville and Plymouth-
Canton school districts as well as part
of the Novi school district.

Board seats have six-year terms.
This position will bo appointed by the
Board of Trustees to serve into 2022.
The applicant then must run in the
next general election in November
2022.

The vacancy is the resultof Trustee
Gretchen Alaniz’s decision to resign
after serving Schoolcraft College and
the community since 2013.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM.
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Hunter Hall, left, and his mother, Michelle Hall volunteered for the two-dose
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine trial, with differing results, john heider/hometownlife com

say it's not that big of a deal for me any
more.”

During the weeks between their first
and second injections, the Halls discov
ered that — despite their stringent ad-
herence to social distancing guidelines
— they were in close contact with indi-
viduals who later tested positive for CO-
VID-19.

“We bothgottested and we both test
ed negative,” Hunter said.

Michelle said although it's a near cer-
tainty that she has been vaccinated —
giving herupto a95 percentchance that
she will not be infected with COVID-19,
Pfizer asserts — she still plans to wear a
mask in public to make people feelcom -

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

School board wants to
increase in-person learning

On behalf of the Huron Valley
Schools Board of Education | wanted
to clarify important information re
garding HVS’ Continuity of Learning
Plan, which is required by the State of
Michigan to be acted upon by the
board every 30 days.

Each month the school district’s ad
ministration makes a recommenda-
tion, butitis the seven-member board
that is required to take action.

Thereis unequivocal supporton the
HVS Board of Education for Superin-
tendent Dr. Paul Salah and his recom-
mendations for keeping students and
staff members safe throughout the
pandemic. As a board we remain
steadfast in examining the data pre
sented by Salah and making our deci
sions in the best interests of our stu-
dents, families and staff members.

Each time the board approves the
Continuity of Learning Plan, it does so
with three considerations in mind: the
health and safety of staff and stu-
dents, social-emotional well being of
students and instructional consisten-
cy.

HVS was one of a handful of dis-
tricts that brought students back face-
to-face at the beginning of the 2020-
2021 school year. Stude uts were learn-
ing inthe hybrid format. In an effortto
enhance face-to face learning, die
board VAted Oct 19tftincrease in-per-
son learning to four days pciweek be
ginniiiK Nov. 9 Before that decision
could be implemented, however, the
COV1D 19 case rates: increased expo
nenliiilly in our conunimities and the
Oakland County Health Division
placed the county at risk level E — the

highest risk level.
It remains the stated goal of the

board to bring students back for face-
to-tac* learning, tour days per week,
beginning with elementary students
on Jtuj. 19 and secondary students oo-
gjnnuig Jan 25
The school board and admmistra

tiuiitjcognize the bunion that remote
.earning pdaces on families. We know
thatthere isno substitute for students

fortable.

“For those people who are thinking
about not getting the vaccine, | would
recommend that they reconsider,” Mi-
chelle said. “During the months since
March when this all started, | was fear-
fulofeven going to the grocery store. I'd
have just about everything delivered, or
if | did go to a store, I'd only buy a few
items, then get out of there.

“Last week, 1went to the grocery
store and | actually took my time. | was
so relaxed, so at ease. Knowing I'm pro-
tected removed so much stress from my
life.”

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometoumlife.com.

learning in their classrooms with their
teachers. Parents have ourcommitment
thatwe will continue to weigh all the in-
formation when making our decisions
regarding versus in-person
learning.

Our entire board and administrative
team want our students back in schools.

Tom Wiseman

Huron Valley Schools Board ofEduca-
tion president

remote

Protect skateboarders, drivers

Responding to the article article
“Westland man, 20, headed to trial be-
cause of Northville Skateboarder’s
Death,” this is a tragic accident that
killed one young man and could poten-
tially send another young man to prison
for leaving the site of an accident.

I have traveled this same route be-
tween Northville and Plymouth over the
years, manytimesinthe dark ofnight. It
is a very dark stretch of road with no
shoulders for pedestrians or skate-
boarders. When | first heard this story,
beyond the aching heart | felt for the
families involved, | was stunned to learn
that it is not illegal to operate a skate-
board on these hilly, public roads after
dark along with motorvehicles traveling
the same route.

Because of the low visibility condi-

tions ol these* ro ads at nightami the lad
that any one ofiiscould unintentionally

hit askateboardertraveling this noad af-
ter dark,  have chosen tonolonger trav-
el along this route at night. When a
skateboarder shines their cell phone
lights at oncoming traffic, it can blind
drivers, thus endangeringboththie driv-
er of any vehicles along with the skate-
boarder treveihijj alongside ttafile,

In order tn avoid any future such
tragedies, the citizens of Northville and
Plymouth would like to see some com-
mon sense skateboarder laws enacted
to protect skateboarders and drivers so
that no auch tragedy ever happens
again. Simply stated, itistoo dangerous
for skateboarders to travel these roads
with no ahoulder9 after dark alongside
traffic.

X. Frank

Plymouth
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Charity donations deductible even if you don’t itemize taxe

Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest columnist

Dear Rick

I am in my 50s and do not itemize my
deductions. | was told by a member of
my churchthat | can make atax-deduct-
ible charitable donation for 2020. Is that
true?

Thank you. J.

DearJ.

Yes, you can make a charitable de-
duction even though you do not itemize
your deductions. Under the CARES Act
which was passed earlier this year, indi-
viduals who do not itemize their deduc-
tions are allowed to deduct up to $300 of
charitable contributions.

Vaccines

Continued from Page 1A

reported 450,776 confirmed cases of
COVID-19, and 11,212 deaths resulting
from the disease. The first cases in the
state were identified in March.

Since Jan. 21, the CDC has recorded
nearly 17 million cases, with more than
306,000 deaths in the United States as
of Dec. 17. Worldwide, the virus has in-
fected more than 72 million and killed
16 million people.

Aveshah Williamson, a registered
nurse who works with both post-op and
COVID-19 patients at Ascension was
second in line for the shot after Shuker.
Although he often pokes patients with a
needle himself, Williamson couldn’t
look as Michigan National Guard Medic
Spc. Andrew Wasilewski administered
the shot in a smooth motion.

Williamson admits that he had some
concerns over the vaccination, but they
were minor and he expressed confi-
dence inthe Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

As he sat for the 15-minute observa-
tion period, Williamson said he felt fine,
maybe even better than fine.

"This is the first step in turning back
time and getting us back to normalcy,”
Williamson said. “It's a historic step to
get us back to a normal life... | can’t wait
until it's available to the general public
and across the country.”

Lynn Chiesa, chief nursing officer for
Ascension Providence, said the Novi
campus received 975 doses ofthe Pfizer
COVTD-19 vaccine Dec. 17, while the
Southfield campus received 1,950 doses
the day prior. Between the two hospi-
tals, there are 3,156 staff members.

Only five Novi staffreceived the shot
that first day, a "soft start,” with another
200 expected to receive a shot Friday.

Michael Kosal, director of pharmacy,
expected that all 975 shots would be ad-
ministered before Christmas. He was
unsure when the next shipment would
arrive, but within three weeks, a second

Board

Continued from Page 1A

The two dissenting votes were cast
by second-term trustee Mindy Herr-
mann and Jankowski.

Herrmann made a motion to delay
the removal of the tax until the issue
could be further discussed, stating that
shedid not believe it was ahuge concern
for township residents.

According to Herrmann's calcula-
tions, the annual fee cost the average
township household $5.55 per month.

“1 feel like, while it was definitely a
campaign issue for the supervisor, clerk,
and treasurer and had gained traction
with residents, we as a board had not
heard from people who were very upset
about this fee," Herrmann said. “Before
we rescind it, | feel we should make a
concerted effortto study itand get feed-
back from our residents.”

Abbo, who made elimination of the
administrative tax apriority of his cam-
paign for supervisor, acknowledged
that while the fee is relatively small,
“these small amounts add up”

“ldon’tbelieve we should collect fees
or increase taxes just to make the job of
elected officials easier,” Abbo said. “I
think it's our responsibility to find ways
to make it work. Northville Township is
on solid ground (financially). | don't
think the extra revenue this fee gener-
ates is needed.”

Jankowski said the revenue the an-
nual fee generated for the township
would go along way toward helping pay
for major capital improvement projects

To qualify, contributions must be in
cash. In other words, a donation of
clothes or household goods would not
qualify for this deduction; it must be
cash. Therefore, if you choose to donate
toyour church, you should write a check
and the first $300 will be tax deductible.
If you donate more, itwill not be tax de-
ductible, nor will you be able to carryov-
er the difference to future tax years.

Whether you're taking the standard
deduction oritemizing, itis important to
remember the documentation you need
when it comes to charitable contribu-
tions. In the old days, your canceled
check was sufficient documentation in
case the IRS came calling. However, that
is no longer the rule.

Charitable contributions of $250 or
more require a receipt from the charity
in addition to a copy of the canceled
check. Most charities nowadays send

receipts. Save these receipts and file
them with yourtax records. On the other
hand, if you do not get a receipt, then it
is agood ideato contact the charity and
have one sent to you. You do not need to
send a copy ofyour receipt with your tax
return; rather, you need to save the re-
ceipt with your tax records.

If you are over 7(M and not itemizing
your deductions, and plan on donating
more than $300, you can make qualified
charitable distributions (QCD). A QCD
transfers money directly from your re-
tirement account to a charity. Although
in this transaction you do not receive a
charitable deduction, you do receive a
tax benefit. Money coming out of your
retirement account, which would nor-
mally be taxed to you, is not taxed since
it is donated directly to a charity. There-
fore, seniors over 70tf who do not item-
ize their deductions and make charita-

ble contributions in excess of $
should consider this strategy w
making charitable contributions.

The key to doing a QCD isto 1
your IRA custodian directly transfer
money to your charity of choice. If
custodian sends you a check in)
name and you sign that check ove
the charity, you do not receive the fa'
able tax treatment. Youwill needto h
contributions sent directly to the ch
table organization. The time to do thi
now; you do not have time to delay.

One further reminder regard
charitable contributions is to make s
thatyou do due-diligence on the orga
zation. This time ofyear, there are nx
bogus charities attempting to take ;
vantage of the generosity of Americ
people. Always do your research to
sure the charity is legitimate.

Good luck.

Above at left, Dana Falk, an educator for respiratory therapy, receives her first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine from
Michigan National Guard Medic Spc. Nathan Koweck on Dec. 17. Above right, Aveshah Williamson, RN, receives his dose.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMIEY/HOMETOWNUFE.COM

dose will be administered to all who
have received their first shot.

"If | had my druthers, we’'d vaccinate
400 tomorrow and then another 400 the
next day, but we have to ensure proper
processes,” Kosal said. “This shot has
95% efficacy after two doses.”

Chiesa said the first priority for vacci-
nations among staffare those who work
directly with COVID-19 patients and,
she was very excited to protect all em-
ployees from a disease they have seen
devastate the patients they care for.

“The only way to put an end to this
pandemic is through vaccination,”
Chiesa said. "Our hospital is excited.
This is our defense against the monster,
a shot of hope."

Kosal agreed that the best line of de-
fense is the vaccination, a clear offense
after having played defense with reac-
tionary measures until this point.

He expressed confidence in the vac-

that are on the horizon.

Rhines and Lundberg said the issue
ofwhether to rescind the fee was a ma-
jor concern for residents during their
campaigns.

“The number 1 issue on people’s
minds was getting rid of this fee,”
Lundberg asserted.

During the meeting’'s Arbor Hills
landfill working committee report,
Dave Drinan told the board that a free-
dom of information act request during
the summer revealed that the use of
fire suppression materials on theland-
fill property resulted in the contamina-
tion of two storm-water ponds with
PFAS.

Drinan said the Northville Town-
ship-based Conservancy Initiative has
contacted the Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) with a re-
quest to investigate why the contam-
inated ponds have not been cleared of
the PFAS.

EGLE responded by demanding the
landfill owner issue a report regarding
the contamination. EGLE also includ-
ed a deadline for the report.

In good news regarding the landfill,
data collected over the past few
months showed a significant decrease
in the number of residents’ odor com-
plaints.

The board also learned that an air-
monitoring system installed on the
property of the township’s Ridgewood
Elementary School, which is located
justeast ofthe landfill, could be opera-
tional by the end of December.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375H13.

cination, noting that medical experts
had used previous knowledge of SARS
and MERS, other viruses that have simi-
larities to the coronavirus, to aid them in
faster development of a COVID-19 vac-
cine.

“You take that knowledge and apply
it to get a faster solution,” he said.

For Dana Falk, a respiratory therapy
educator at Ascension Providence’s No-
vi campus, that solution brought im-
mense relief. She was third inline for the
vaccination. Asked what it meant to her,
she began to cry.

A respiratory therapist for more than
25 years, COVID-19 has been like noth-
ing she has seen in her career. Particu-
larly devastating to her, are the patients
she has tended to who have died alone
in the intensive care unit.

"We expected the second wave, we
prepared as much mentally as you
could, but you can't get used to people

going through it,” she said. “You think
you're accustomed to it (in the medica
profession) that you get athick skin, bul
this is different. The outcomes aren’t
great.”

She is ecstatic about the vaccine and
what it represents for humanity, and
also for her own family. Her parents are
both cancer survivors. She hasn’'t seen
her Dad since January, or her Mom since
March. Her son graduated from high
school this year in a way that was any-
thing but normal and then started col-
lege sitting in her living room. With the
shot, she looks forward to a return to
normalcy.

“The vaccine opens those doors,” she
said.

Other metro Detroit hospitals have
begun vaccinating their staffs, as well.
Oakland and Wayne counties started
vaccinations Friday.

sbromley@hometownlife.com

A construction worker helps to finish up one of the two water storage tanks
along Dorothy Street in South Lyon on Dec. 4. john heider/nometownlife.com

Rates

Continued from Page 1A

same, no matter how much water they
used,” City Manager Paul Zelenak ex-
plained about the rate changes ap-
proved last month. “It's imperative
that we make these improvements,
and the only way to do that is pay for
them based on water and sewex usage.
We have not had a water and sewer in-
crease in five years.”

He added that because moderate
increases were not made gradually in
the previous five years, the city was
forced to make a higher increase to pay
for the needed improvements.

This will include building a new
600,000-gallon water tank and the
upgrade ofthe existing 1million-gallon
water tank. The water and sewer
plants will also get upgraded equip-

%

ment to ensure the reliability of the
municipal system. Additional improve-
ments will include security, backup sys-
tems and water lines.

The readiness to serve charge, which
previously appeared on all bills as $6
per quarter will now increase to $23.81
per quarter. Water rates will see a 9% in-
crease, from the current $2.46 per unit
(a thousand gallons) to $2.68 per unit.
Sewer rates are increasing 3.5% from
$4.52 to $4.68.

Zelenak said various options were
explored for funding the needed im-
provements, but this one was chosen as
it will ultimately save a significant
amount of money for the city and its
utility customers by not having tp pay
for costs associated with borrowing
money or taking out a bond.

For more detailed information on the
water and sewer rates study, visit the
city’s website or call 248-437-1735.

sbromley@hometownlife.com
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Protest

Continued from Page 1A

student and staff quarantines and con-
sequently teacher shortages and dis-
ruptions in learning.

Nick Shelton, a memberofthe parent
group that helped organize the protest,
said he feels it is safe for the kids to be
back in school and that 80% of parents
inthe districtwho want face-to-face in-
struction are not being represented,
while the 20% or less that wanted to be
completely remote got everything they
wanted.

He and his wife Christy, both Milford
High graduates, enrolled all three of
their children as students ofchoice next
semester in the Brighton district, he
said, which is offering full face-to-face
instruction.

Daughter Riley said she really doesn't
like online school.

“It's very, very hard and I'm not
learning as much as | could,"” the Coun-
try Oaks fourth grader said. “l want to
interactwith other people, it’'sanimpor-
tant skill.”

Nick Shelton said Brighton seems to
have support of their teachers for in-
person learning and said he wished that
was the case in Huron Valley. He is
peeved about learning pods the district
recently began offering to families, too.

"Why is it OK to be back with non-
teaching staff, but not with teachers?”
Shelton said. "We just want a say and a
seat at the table.”

All elementary-aged students in Hu-
ron Valley Schools were made eligible to
be enrolled in the childcare program as
oflast week. The program offers super-
vision for remote learners at Highland
Elementary.

The program began earlier this
month for children of district employ-
ees.

"We saw this as a service to alleviate
some of the burden as we work toward
bringing kids back four days face-to-
face,” district Communications Director
Kim Root said.

She acknowledged "the pushback”
the district is getting about having kids
in the building for the learning pods
while simultaneously not allowing face-
to-face instruction at this time, but said
it's not a fair comparison between the
two “because of dramatically different
numbers.”

Reliable protection.
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“We are dipping our toe in the water,”
she said. “We will have a ratio of one
staff member for every 10 students and
will use spaces throughout the building
to distance.”

Those staffmembers are neither cer-
tified teachers nor union employees. It
is staffed by early childhood employees
whose salaries are paid through the tu-
ition, which explains the cost of $33 per
student, per day.

The learning pods are a short-term
solution for families in emergency situ-
ations, unable to juggle working at
home with students also learning at
home, or those working outside the
home who need childcare, Root said.

Students are now on break, and the
intention was to offer the learning pods
for two weeks following the holiday
break, from Jan. 4-15, until elementary
students return to four days a week
face-to-face instruction, which is cur-
rently scheduled to be Jan. 19.

“If something happens, and we have
another huge surge (in COVID-19 cases)
could we restart the learning pods?”
Root pondered. “Potentially, but it's not
in the plans.”

Niki and Sean Thornton stood along-
side dozens of other protesters who
moved to line sidewalks next to S. Mil-
ford Road, where passing motorists
honked horns.

The couple said their daughter, a
Lakeland High junior, had adapted to re-
mote learning, but their son, an White
Lake eighth grader, was struggling to get
motivated in the online environment.

“The kids need to see more than the
four walls of their bedroom and a
screen,” Niki said. “If they can have
learning pods and Kroger can be open,
they can be in school. Life has dangers;
you weigh the pros and cons. At this
point, not being in school is more dan-
gerous. The learning pods are hypocriti-
cal.”

Tabatha and Nick Girardi have four
children, including one who is on the
autism spectrum.

Not being in school is having a nega-
tive effect on their mental health, Nick
said, and his 15-year-old, who normally
carries a 4.0 grade point average, is
struggling to pass chemistry.

His eighth grade daughter, Piper,
agreed ithasbeen hardtolearnathome.

“A lot of classes are confusing,” she
said. “Math, | can’'t really ask questions
and in band | can't play and she can't
help us.”
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As first-grade student Riley, left, watches, her father, Nick Shelton, talks about
hoping his two kids will get back to in-person schooling during a Dec. 16 protest
outside the Huron Valley School District administration building.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

While she isn't concerned for her
safety at school, she has another worry:
that students won't go back for face-to-
face instruction until next fall.

“Parents want the education, not the
protection,” Nick Girardi said. "The CDC
has declared it's not a risk-.”

District officials were not on site for
the protest, but Superintendent Paul
Salah issued a statement the day before
in response, saying that it has been his
and the school board’s goal to have stu-
dents attend in-person four days per
week “because there is no substitute for
a highly-qualified teacher, face-to-face
with students.

“We share the same concern that all
Huron Valley Schools' parents have for
the education, health and well-being of
our community's children, We respect
the right of all citizens to peacefully as-
semble and make their voices heard

concerning something as important as
the education oftheir children ”

Salah continued by noting the dis-
trict had heard from thousands of par-
ents over the course of the last five
months and added that from the begin-
ning of the pandemic, district officials
had worked to make the best decisions
on behalfofthe safety of students, fam-
ilies, and staff, using data from the Oak-
land County Health Division.

"Making decisions in the midst of a
global pandemic is not straightfor-
ward,” he said, adding thatthe goal con-
tinues to be getting students back to
face-to-face instruction, which he ex-
pects to be Jan. 19 for elementary stu-
dents and Jan. 25 for secondary stu-
dents.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometoumlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.
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Burnside steps down as Novi head coach

Colin Gay tilru.com
USATOOAY NETWORK  MICHIGAN

Late in the 2020 season, Novi head
football
something ho had never done in his 20
years as a coach: stop.

coach Jeff Burnside started

Duringpre-and post-game, he would
take a step back and soak in his sur
roundings. After a career of not celc
brating wins well, he tried to stay in the
moment. He wanted to truly enjoy
watching his athletes play the sport
they loved.

Burnside knew in the middle of the
2020 season that it would be his last
with the Wildcats football team after
eight years as the head coach and nu-
merous more as an assistant.

He was exhausted. He thought of his
13-year-old daughter and the events he

Alex Vargas, left, made a career in the football and lacrosse programs at Novi High School, johh heider/hom£Townute.com

Multi-sport path earns Novi
player lacrosse scholarship

Colin Gay romtoxith.cem
USATCOAY NETWORK  WCHIGAN

When Alex Vargas was in third grade,
he wanted to find a sport to keep him in
shapewhen he was not playing football.
A friend pointed him toward lacrosse,
and Vargas quickly saw it checked a lot
of his boxes.

‘It's a non-stop sport no matter
where you arc on the field," Vargas said.
“With other sports there’s always the
whistle. But with lacrosse, the only
whistle is ifitgoes out ofbounds or hits
thegod. It’'s constant moving, physical,
all the things llike in a sport”

Vargas continued on both the foot-
ball snd Ircrasj; paths a: Novi High
School Dutthrourfi touryears,hisfosus
siiiiled, (uniiug luciusm;L ilolus fklure

S «« SCHOLARSHIP, Psgo <4\8

vkcj*Mil pUy ki ;iu» fi.i It*wni.nivatAtly&iaiTiny >a71171.

counctrorci-cisiowkon

missed in her life, those family camping
trips they never took, those busy July
months he spent at Novi preparing for
the fall while his family was on summer
vacation.

See BURNSIDE, Page 3B

Haygood
aims for
football
success at
Madonna

Colin Gay MomrtownlNecom
USATOOAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Herb Haygood's coaching mindset
began to develop when he played for
Nick Saban at Michigan State.

It was something that some players
would run from and feel uncomfort-
able with. But it was something Hay-
good took pride in.

“Tm always going to be looking to
find someone better than you," Hay-
good remembers Saban saying. "In
high schools, there's always a newl
freshman class. In college, there's al-
ways a new recruitingclass. And inthe
pros, there's always a new draft.’

¥So ifyou are not doing everything,
on and offthe field, tobe the best per-
son you can be, the next guy behind
you Isgoing to be in and replace you."

Forthe firsttime in his professional
career. Haygood will begin a season in
Saban’s shoes, taking his first head
coaching position with Madonna Uni-
versity. a school justlaunching its first
season as a program

Haygood, who was initially hired as
a coordinator, takes over the position
from Brian Foos, who left the team to
pursue other professional opportuni-
ties, Dec. 8.

"He did a good job of making the
foundation, getting kids here who
wanted to be here,” Haygood said.
‘Now, It's my job to get It to the next
step and make sure our guys axe com-
peting.”

Relationships spark success

Haygood said recruiting is all about
cultivating relationships.

He saw this from a young age grow-
ingup in Florida, watching high school
teammates, like former Michigan
State defensive back Amp Campbell
and former Floridadefensiveback Lar-
ry Kennedy, talk to Division 1 pro-
grams.

1 think we were Just so used to see-
ing colleges and recruiters on campus
or In the neighborhoods that it was
moreofa norm, thatitwas justkindof
expected that that was what you were
going to do,” Haygood said. "You are
going toearn ascholarship, you arc go-
ingtogo offto college, you are going to
come back home and talk to guys.”

Haygood had his opportunity to
fcavc fcr Ear. Lar.sir.g, bcconirg tic
frstkickrctxrnertoeverbe sclectcdto
tlie Wilier lamp All-Aiiiviki learn,

Soo HAYGOOD, Pag* SB
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Jake Crespi of Brighton recently scored his first college hockey goal for Michigan Tech in avictory at Bemidji State, courtesy of jbaumann photography

First college goal ‘super special’ for Crespi

Bill Khan Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

I1f Jake Crespi had been a star player
at every step of his hockey career, the
adjustment to playing a lesser role in
college would have been tougher.

But Crespi, unlike many o f his peers
playing NCAA Division 1hockey, wasn't
always the player who was ticketed for
success.

It wasn’t until his two seasons play-
ing for Brighton High School that Crespi
became one of his team's most danger-
ous scoxing.ihreats.

Before and after his time at Brighton,
Crespi had to prove himselfby contrib-
uting in ways thatdidn'tinvolve lighting
up the scoreboard.

“Growing up, | never really was the
guy to be counted on," Crespi said. "I
never really was a goal scorer. | wasn't
until high school. That's where | found
my identity as a player. It takes some
time to develop. Once you get comfort
able finding your role and what you see
for yourself, everything starts to click.

"It's definitely comfortable for me not
puttingup alotofpoints. Itwas like that
my firstyear ofjuniors. It'sabiglearning
curve when you take a step."”

“Once you get comfortable finding your role and

what you see foryourself, everything starts to click.”

Jake Crespi

It took until the 24th game of his
Michigan Tech career, and fourth of his
sophomore year, for Crespi to score his
firstcollege goal, which came Dec. 13ina
3-0 victory at Bemidji State.

Blais Richartzwon a race for the puck
to negate an icing and passed the puck
through his legs to Greyson Reitmeier,
who fired a shot from the left circle.
Zach Driscoll made the save, but Crespi
pounced on the rebound in the slot to
bury the puck for Tech’s final goal with
12:30 left in the game.

“The rebound popped to me,” Crespi
said. "l didn't have to do much. It's one
ofthose that worked itselfout.

"It's been over a year since my last
goal. It was super special to get that out
oftheway. I'm excited to hopefully score
some more coming up."

Crespiisn'tone to stressoutifheisn’t
putting the puck inthe net. He averaged
seven goals a season in three seasons

with Belle Tire at the AAA level before
deciding to play for Brighton his junior
year in high school.

At Brighton, he scored 20 goals in 24
games to help the Bulldogs reach the
state championship game before scor-
ing 30goalsand 29 assistsin 3lgames to
eam the state’s Mr. Hockey award on a
team that won the state title.

With the Tri-City Storm ofthe United
States Hockey League, Crespi had eight
goals and seven assists in 51 games in
2017-18.

He had eight goals and four assists in
only 18games the following season, one
which was cutshortby a shoulderinjury
that first flared up during his senioryear
at Brighton.

He had shoulder surgery beforearriv-
ingat Tech, where he had two assists in
20 games as a freshman.

"l was feeling it out, getting used to
my new shoulder, just trying to figure

things out at a much bigger and faster
level,” he said.

Finally healthy and with a year ofcol-
lege hockey under his belt, Crespi feels
stronger and more confident on the ice
this season.

“It’s better this year,” he said. “I've es-
tablished a role with the team and
earned trust with the coaching staff.”

Crespi is one of five members of
Brighton's 2017 state championship
team playing Division | college hockey.

Forward Adam Conquest is a sopho-
more at Bowling Green, freshman de-
fenseman Sam Brennan recently played
his first two career games for Air Force,
sophomore goalie Logan Neaton started
in UMass-Lowell s season opener Sun-
day against Providence and freshman
defenseman Tim Erkkila is at Northern
Michigan.

For Crespi, playing for Brighton was
great preparation for eventually playing
major college hockey.

"You get tobuild alotofconfidencein
yourself as a player," Crespi said. “You
figure out your player identity'and figure
outwhatkind ofplayer you need to be to
be successful. As long as you're pre-
pared and confident in your abilities,
that takes you wherever you wantto go.”

MIVCA announces high school volleyball postseason awards

Colin Gay Hometownlife com
USA TOOAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Michigan High School Associa-
tion high school volleyball season re-
mains on hold due to COVID-19, with
two Hometown Life areas remaining in
the huntforachance for a state title: No-
vi and Marian.

But the postseason awards season is
still here.

Here is a look at area players who
were names to the Michigan Interscho-
lastic Volleyball Coaches Association
All-State and All-Region teams for the
2020 season.

All-State

Division 1

First team

Mercy senior setter Julia Bishop

Mercy senior middle blocker Charli
Atiemo

Marian junior outside hitter Ava Bri-
zard

Second team

Marian junior middle blocker Sarah
Sylvester

Marian sophomore setter Ava Sarafa

Mercy senior middle blocker Ellie
Tisko

Novi senior libero Rachel Jennings

Honorable mention

Mercy junior libero Amina Robinson

Seaholm junior outside hitter Audrey
Brown

Marian junior outside hitter Sophia

L o

Treder

Livonia Stevenson senior setter Jen-
na Szabelski

Division 2

First team

Detroit Country Day middle blocker
Serena Nyambio

Second team

Detroit Country Day junior outside
hitter Morgan Lockhart

Third team

Detroit Country Day junior outside
hitter Nyla Muskovin

Division 4

Second team

Plymouth Christian senior middle

blocker Emma Heussner

Third team

Plymouth Christian junior setter Hal-
lie Creighton

Honorable mention

Plymouth Christian freshman middle
blocker Allison Pilat

All-Region teams

Region 15

Novi sophomore outside hitter Sarah
Vellucci

Novi senior libero Rachel Jennings

Novi senior outside hitter Gaby Cum-
mings

Mercy senior setter Julia Bishop

Mercy senior middle blocker Charli
Atiemo

Mercy senior middle blocker Ellie
Tisko

Mercy junior libero Amina Robinson

Mercy senior Kaylin Collins

Farmington senior outside hitter
Lindsay Hubler

Lakeland sophomore outside hitter
Eve Martin

South Lyon East senior outside hitter
Samantha Deinek

Detroit Country Day junior outside
hitter Morgan Lockhart

Detroit Country Day junior outside
hitter Nyla Muskovin

Detroit Country Day junior middle
blocker Serena Nyambio

Region 16

Seaholm junior outside hitter Audrey
Brown

Marian junior outside hitter Ava Bri-
zard

Marian junior middle blocker Sarah
Sylvester

Marian junior outside hitter Sophia
Treder

Marian sophomore setter Ava Sarafa

Marian sophomore opposite Ella
Schomer

Marian sophomore libero Lauren
Hemming

Grows senior outside hitter Becca
Apsey

Region 18

Livonia Churchill sophomore libero
Erica Maladecki

Livonia Churchill senior setter Madi-
son Johnson

Livonia Churchill junior setter Jordan
Wozniak

Livonia Churchill
blocker Emma Gendar

senior middle

Livonia Churchill junior defensive
specialist Megan Avey

Livonia Churchill senior outside hit-
ter Olivia Clark

Livonia Churchill junior outside hit-
ter Molly Rudd

Livonia Franklin senior outside hitter
Jamia Murray

Northville junior outside hitter Jaden
Rice

Northville senior libero Liwy Setla

Northville sophomore outside hitter
Abby Reck

Northville senior middle blocker Syd-
ney Reed

Northville senior outside hitter Jenna

Boksha

Livonia Stevenson senior setter Jen-
na Szabelski

Garden City junior setter Meghan
Wiladysiak

Garden City sophomore setter Ken-
nedy Fee

Garden City sophomore libero Skylar
Piper

Plymouth Christian junior setter Hal-
lie Creighton

Plymouth Christian senior middle
blocker Emma Heussner

Plymouth Christian freshman middle
blocker Allison Pilat

Region 19

Westland John Glenn senior outside
hitter Jessica Florn

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay<S)hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-
Gayl?
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Former Hartland star Sollom adjusting to UM

Bill Khan Livingston Daily
USATOOAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Whitney Sollom knew this transition
in her basketball career would be more
challenging than the last one.

As a ninth-grader at Hartland High
School, Sollom made an immediate im-
pact on a team that went 22-2 and
earned a No. 10 state ranking.

Not that she wasn’t a bundle of
nerves when she first took the court for
the Eagles on Dec. 2, 2016.

“We were playing at Fenton," said
Sollom. "I was starting, so | was even
more nervous for that.”

Fast forward four years. After racking

Burnside

Continued from Page 1B

He was done.

“My philosophy is that if I'm not
100% committed to my kids in the fall,
then | shouldn't be coaching," Burnside
said. “I believe that ifyou are focused on
your next opportunity, you are not doing
the current job, the service it needs. I'm
not going to do that to our kids.”

Burnside knew what he was leaving.
He knew the potential o fthe 2021 team,
watching ateam end the regular season
with a 46-0 victory against Salem —
what he saw as an “old-school Noviwin”
— and start the playoffs with a 14-point
win against Brighton.

But the Novi head coach also knew
that if he stayed, he would not be prac
ticing the message that he consistently
gave to his players.

“l1preach to our boys all the time: ‘It’s
more important to me about how you
are when you're 40,"” Burnside said.
“Numberone, we want them to play safe
—wedon'twantinjuries. We want them
to be able to play golfwhen you are 40,
but we want them to be good husbands,
great fathers, leaders In the community.

"Sometimes | preach all that and
sometimes | reflect and make sure | am
doing the exact same thing."

Old-school Novi

Bumside knows what Novi football
used to be. m

He was an assistant c$ach through-
out the 2000s, joiningt h eam while it
made nine playoff appearances from
1999 to 2008, losing to Brother Rice in
the state semifinals in 2003. He had
been through the district titles, the
league titles. As head coach, he wanted
to bring that feeling back.

Bumside also knew in the Novi com-
munity, he would have limited numbers
to work with: about 35to 40 players. But
in each game he coached, he said the
Wildcats were aggressive.

"I'd say for the past eight years, we
have been competitive, every game,”
Bumside said. "There has been very few
games where we would walk outand we
just go, "Yeah, we didn't belong on the
field tonight.” *

The Novi head coach remembered
the Wildcats’ opening playoff game in
2015 as a prime example: taking on an
undefeated West Bloomfield team that
many thought would beat his team
down, including those in his locker
room.

"1 remember telling the guys Monday
when we got to film, I said, ‘Guys, we can
beat these guys ifwe execute our game-
plan,’* Bumside said. “And | remember
some ofthe coaches inthe room looking
at me going, ‘What?'"

Novi beat West Bloomfield, 31-28, in
that first-round game, one o fthree play-
offwins for Burnside as a head coach —
the other two coming against Brighton.

In his tenure with the Wildcats as
head coach, Bumside finished with a
record of 30-45, finishing his final sea-
son at Novi, 3-5 with a district final ap-
pearance.

‘We above me’

But to Bumside, coaching was much
more than just about the game itself.

He defined itas aslogan the Noviath-
letic program had been defined by over
the past few years: "We above me."

To him, it's a division problem. If
“me” is the denominator and it is less-
ened, then the overall outcome will be
greater. If the "me” is increased, the
overall outcome decreases.

Burnside’s goal as a coach was for his
players to understand the privilege of
having the ability to play football,
through all the ups and downs.

“You're lucky enough that you get to
come out and we get to crush you In the
weight room or you walk out on leg day
and you are just exhausted. You are
lucky enough that | justyelled at you be-

up championships and
accolades at Hartland,
Sollom is once again a
freshman, trying to find
herway with a new team.
Coming to the Univer-
sity of Michigan has been
a culture shock for Sol-
lom. Everything about playing at a ma-
jor college is significantly more difficult
than it was in high school. For the first
time in her basketball career, Sollom is
adjusting to playing limited minutes.
Sollom has played in four of Michi-
gan’s first five games, averaging 6.3
minutes, L5 points and 3.3 rebounds.
She is 3-for-6 from the field and has

Sollom

blocked three shots in 25 minutes. She
didn't play in Michigan's biggest victory
ofthe season, a 76-66 decision at Notre
Dame.

Sollom was an all-stater and set
school records in high school, but so did
just about everyone at a program like
Michigan, which is 5-0 and ranked No.
19in the country.

"It’s a different role, because | don’t
start,” Sollom said. "l don’t play as many
minutes, but | know my time will come.
It's just a learning process right now.....
My coach says, ‘Our time will come.’
That really motivates me into wanting
to push to be the best | can be.”

Sollom could have gone to any num-

berofcolleges and stepped right into the
starting lineup, but she wasn't looking
for the easy way out.

She got what she signed up for com-
ing to Michigan.

“In practice, | felt like | didn't even
know anything aboutbasketball before |
came here,” Sollom said. "I learned
something new every day in practice.
Coach (Toyelle) Wilson, who is my posi-
tion coach, has helped me become abet-
ter basketball player all around. I've
learned so many new basketball terms
and techniques | would have probably
never learned ”

S«e SOLLOM, Pag* 7B

Wildcats head football coach Jeff Burnside congratulates a defensive player after Novi made a stop against Hartland.

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIOER/HOMETOWNUFE COM

Bumside yells instructions to his team.

cause you made a silly mistake,” Bum-
side said. “There are kids that would
love to be out here and just can't.”

The head coach was reminded ofNo-
vi's game against South Lyon East in
2016, giving senior Robby Heil, who was
a member ofthe special needs program
at the school, a chance to run for a 36-
yard touchdown.

Bumside views that scripted play as
one of his favorite moments in his ten-
ure.

"lthought that was one o fthe coolest
things we have ever done,” Bumside
said. “To me, itwas never done as any-
thing otherthanjust... Robby was a sen-
ior. My thingis duringyour senior nights
and and senior year is everybody gets a
start at some point. To me, that was a
senior getting that play.”

Novi senior fullback Alex Vargas said
he was shocked and saddened by Burn-
side's announcement to his team. But
he was happy for what his football head
coach helped him do on and offthe field.

“He's easily been one of my favorite
coaches and the best coaches | have
had,” Vargas said. “He helped me on the
field all the time, butoffthe field, he was
the go-to guy for me in that school. |
could go to him forany problem, football
related, school related, outside ofschool
related.”

Bumside, a physics teacher at Novi
High School, has his classroom right
across the hall from the weight room.

He can’'t imagine what next year will
be like, watching from afar as his team
trains and prepares for 202L He knows
the next head coach has the potential to
bring Novi its first back-to-back playoff
appearances since 2015-16, with an abil-
ity to make some noise.
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Scholarship

Continued from Page 1B

when he decided to sign to play in col
lege at Lewis University.

Both football and lacrosse, along
with time in theweight room, proved vi-
tal to bring Vargas to where he is, be-
coming a better athlete and putting him
in the best position to compete in a
prominentrole as a college freshman in
2021.

Bringing physkality

Novi head lacrosse coach Chris John-
son knew about Vargas before he came
to the program, impressing the coach
enough to give the freshman a position
on the varsity team.

Vargas was undersized. Johnson was
worried he would get banged up playing
against 17- and 18-year-old seniors. But
it was undeniable what the freshman
brought to the team as soon as he took
the field.

“Our team just performed different-
ly,” Johnson said. “There was just a
quality about him where he brought an
intensity... a sense of urgency. When
you aretrying to getguyswho areyoung
to have a sense of urgency, it's not al-
ways easy.

"Alex is one of those guys where
when it's game time, he has a sense of
urgency and he’s always in the mo-
ment."

Sophomore year, after a season of
varsity football and time in the weight
room, Vargas was a different player from
a size standpoint, adding 30 40 pounds
of muscle duringthe offseason. He said
his size made him harder to move
around, but that ended up helping him
develop a faster shot.

Now a senior at Novi, Vargas noticed
how impactful theweight room was, es-
pecially when he was not able to use it.

“l noticed over quarantine — it was
the worst it ever hit me —butjusteven a
couple weeks of not doing anything
took you out of it,” Vargas said. “That
constant being in the weight room
through the football season, through the
lacrosse season really kept things go-
ing.”

With Vargas’ experience playing both
lacrosse and football, Johnson saw an
opportunity to turn his small roster — it
plagued Novi through the 2018 and 2019

I O ftEMEDIA
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Novi’s Alex Vargas winces as he takes off his helmet after taking a hit to the ribs, john meiocr/hometownniifecom

seasons — into a larger one, convincing
football players to join his team in the
spring.

Now, the Novi head lacrosse coach
said, 50%-60% of hisplayers come from
football.

“Alex was kind of that kid (Johnson)
leaned on to move the lacrosse program
back up,” Novi head football coach Jeff
Bumside said. “(Vargas’) a dam good
one. For how great he is at football for
us, | know he is even better at lacrosse.”

Bumside saw Vargas' effect on his
football teammates. He watched as his
fullback “worked himselfto the bone” in
the weight room, watched as his team-
mates followed his example in the
spring, bringing physicality to the la-
crosse roster.

“There was no backing down from
Alex,” Johnson said. “l see a lot of the
football players: they won't back down.
They will stand up to anybody no matter
the size difference and arewilling to test
themselves.”
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On the football field, Burnside
viewed Vargas as an example.

As the fullback, the Novi head foot-
ball coach remembers him as a sopho-
more, helping players he was competing
with for avarsity spot get better, giving
them tips on how to improve, relaying
the “We above me" culture that Bum-
side tried to instill.

“Alex is just an absolute team guy,”
Burnside said. “He plays himself to the
point of injury, he just plays so hard. He
could have been the type o fkid that, ‘I'm
going to put everything into lacrosse,’
and | would have totally understood.
But I'm so glad he didn't.

“When | think 20 years down the
road, he’'s a guy that will constantly
come up in my mind of, ‘That'sa guy we
need, guys like him.””

This was the atmosphere Vargas
found at Lewis University.

Established in 2020 by head coach

Joe Perruzzi, the Flyers went 5-2 in its
first season prior to the rest of the sea-
son being canceled due to COVID-19.
The Novi senior loved the campus, de-
ciding he had found a college home.

“The chemistry in the locker room
was unlike any other 1have been in,”
Vargas said. “It’s just like everyone was
clicking. It was kind of unbelievable
that it was their first year as a team. |
just loved the program and what Coach
Perruzzi was doing with it, and | wanted
to hop on board.”

In his firstyear with the team, Vargas
said he hopes to fight for a starting spot
andwork to be the best leader he can be.

All this, Johnson thinks, is achiev-
able based on what Vargas has done and
what he he plans to do if given the
chance for one last season at Novi.

“I could see Alex going in as a fresh-
man and contributing right away,” John
son said. "In a college program, that's a
tough thing to do. But ... there was no
shyness in his play.”
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Haygood

Continued from Page 1B

along with being named as a Michigan
State team captain as a senior in 2001.

After getting drafted in the fifth
round by the Denver Broncos in the
2002 NFL Draft, Haygood played for the
Indianapolis Colts and the Kansas City
Chiefs before playing for NFL Europe's
Scottish Claymores, the Montreal
Alouettes in the Canadian Football
League and the Tampa Bay Storm in the
Arena Football League.

As he transitioned into coaching
from his professional career, Haygood
was reminded of his relationships with
coaches like Mike Shanahan and Tony
Dungy, people he felt he could call on
any time, even years after he player! for
them.

As a recruiter, a coach and a person,
this was the approach he took: treat oth-
ers with respect no matter who they
were. This mindset created recruiting
hotbeds for schools that were not there
before Haygood joined the staff.

When Haygood joined the Saginaw
Valley State football program, he said
the team had trouble getting kids to
come from the Flint and Detroit areas.
While on staff, he was able to instill rela-
tionships and build a pipeline of college

graduates.
He did the same thing at schools like
Olivet, Miami (Ohio) and Indiana,

reaching the places these programs pre-
viously deemed unreachable.

In his six-year tenure at Eastern
Michigan, Haygood, who finished sec-
ond in 2016 as Scout MAC recruiter of
the year, said his success dated back to
relationships he began as far back as
2006.

“No one wanted to go to Eastern
Michigan five years ago because 'You
can't win there, you can't do this, cant
do that,” Haygood said. “Now you look
at them, they are telling people no and
they can be choosy ... You'll see their
roster, it's full of Detroit kids now.™

Bright future

From his first interview at Madonna,
Haygood felt that this team would be
successful.

“When you have a good administra-
tion that's going to be behind you, give
you everything or put all the pieces in

f LEA-
1=+

HOME

“When you have a good
administration that’s going
to be behind youfgive you
everything or put all the
pieces in place, the
recruiting part is easy, the
football partiseasy.... it
makes yourjob so much
easier and it makes you wont

to go out and sell the place.”
Herb Haygood

H«»d football coach, Madonna University

place, the recruiting part is easy, the
football part is easy,” he said. "You have
to feel supported, and when you feel
supported... it makes your job so much
easier and it makes you want to go out
and sell the place.”

To Haygood, he would pitch to poten-
tial players that the only difference be-
tween the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics and Division 2 foot-
ball is the number of scholarships, not
the quality o f play.

As he guided recruits around campus
to show offthe new facilities, he pitched
his desire for players to leave with a di-
plomainone hand and rings on another,
Haygood felt it was an easy sell.

In Madonna'’s first year as a program,
Haygood expects to be successful with
the players he has. Since taking the job,
anumber of 2021 recruits have commit-
ted to play for the Crusaders.

But his focus is not quite to that first
game. Haygood wants his playersto fin-
ish the fall semester strong, while he fin-
ishes his recruiting class before focus-
ing on the first game against Missouri
Baptist Feb. 13.

However, Haygood knows he’s ready
to follow in the footsteps o f Saban, Dun-
gy and Shanahan. It may be a new title
for him, but he knows it just boils down
to cultivating and maintaining relation-
ships.

“It's something | have prepared for
way before this,” Haygood said. "1 was
really already prepared to take over a
program. | just didn't know it would bo
this one this soon.”

Contact reporter Colin
cgay&hometownlife.com.

Gay at
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Madonna University’s new head football coach Herb Haygood will guide the
Crusaders when they start play in the spring,john heider/hometownliff.com

[ro—

and laminatewhen
and prior
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installationsonly. Not
available in all areas. Valid through01/24/2021.Subject to change. DetalH at Empire Foday com..

Sales (except CA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at
EmpireToday.com.CSLB 1047108 C 2020 Empire Today. LLC



6B

WINTER
VISITOR

Howell Nature Center
staff rescues snowy owl
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Kayla Daugherty Livingston Dally
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Howell Nature Center has a new
resident at its rehabilitation clinic after
a call came in Friday alerting staffto an
injured snowy owl in Linden.

The caller struck the young male owl
with a vehicle, according to a press re-
lease. The owl sustained road rashon its
right wing, resulting in damaged flight
feathers and swelling.

The owners of a nearby feed store in
Linden said the owl had been hanging
around for almost three weeks, hunting
in the cow pasture across the street, ac-
cording to the release.

"While the HNC wildlife team rarely
has the time or resources to go out on
rescue missions, two staff members of-
fered to help as they knew that this
young snowy owl was highly suscepti-
ble to predation,” Elizabeth Schultz,
community engagement manager, said.

Despite being injured, the owl gave
Wildlife Education Coordinator Evin
Luehr and Wildlife Park Coordinator
Chelsea Hatcher “quite the runaround,”
according to the release.

The owlwas eventually captured and
broughtto the nature center. The owl is
inoverall good health and staffare opti-
mistic that he will be released back into
the wild.

Obituaries

At top left, Howell Nature Center Wildlife Park Coordinator Chelsea Hatcher helps capture an an injured snowy owl Dec. 11.
At top right, the young, male owl had been hit by avehicle before workers rescued it, and will need time to heal before it
can be released back into the wild. Above, the owl sits through avetcheck, photos courtesy of the howell nature cenier

Nicolaas Carel Petrus Akemann

SOUTH LYON - Nicolaas Carel Petrus Akemann

(January 10, 1932 to December 10, 2020) South
Lyon, Michigan, age 88, died peacefully Thursday,
December 10, 2020 at Ascension Hospital Novi,
with his wife Karen Temmen Akemann, and son
Victor F. Akemann, along with many of his family
virtually by his side.

Nico, as he was known and loved, was born in
the Village o f Loosduinen, Netherlands, on January
10, 1932, the son of Nicolaas Jacobus and Maria
Hendrika Martina (van Gaalen) Akemann. His
life was strongly influenced by his upbringing in
German-occupied Netherlands during World War Il and the Hongerwinter
(hunger winter) Dutch famine.

After graduating from the technical school, Ambachtsschool aan de De La
Reywegin, in 1948, he took his new found love ofworking with his hands
to various jobs before his conscription in the Royal Netherlands Air Force
in 1952.

During this time, the Netherlands and all of Europe were still recovering
from the ravages of war, but not fast enough for restless Nico. Stories he
heard of America from co-workers filled his head with dreams of a better life
for him and his new love, Lilian Maria Verleije. The two married on July 4,
1956. As ayoung couple wanting to provide the best life for themselves and
their newborn son, Marcelino, they booked a flight to the United States. With
less than a hundred dollars and whatever they could carry in their suitcases,
they landed in New York on February 22,1957 to begin their life together.

Four more beautiful children - Victor, Maximillian, Nicole, and Dmitri
were born between 1958 - 1965 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1974 the cou-
ple moved to South Lyon, Michigan following a career promotion in the
auto-industry. After 38 years at American Motors, Renault, Chrysler and

Carol Anne Heinz

MILFORD-Carol Anne
Ileinz of Milford, passed
away at home o f natural
causes on Saturday, De-
cember 12,2020. She w-as
37 years old.

Carol is survived by
her parents Jim and
Nancy Heinz, her broth-
er, Stephen (Kimberly),
her precious niece and
nephews Chloe and Aus-
tin, and her grandmother, Doris Welsh. She is
also survived by 15 aunts and uncles, 26 cousins,
and two “feline furballs”, Sophie and Fernando,
to whom she was very special.

Carol is predeceased by her grandparents, Emil
and Mary Heinz, and Donald Welsh.

Carol was a bright and beautiful woman, lov-
ing, caring, compassionate and whimsical who
shared her many talents with all. She loved to bake,
cook, sing, create awesome thoughtful gifts, and
take lender loving care of her family and friends.
Carol was a bright light in our lives who will be
missed forever.

Memorial Contributions can be made to St.
Vincent de Paul St. Mary

For further information phone 248-684-6645
or visit w'w'w.LynchFuneralDirectors.com

Jeep, Nico retired from the workforce having led an extensive career.

Nico, with Lilian by his side, stood up for justice and civil rights through-
out their lives and worked towards their shared dream ofending poverty in
the world. They carved out their beautiful lives for almost 54 years. Lilian
succumbed to Parkinson’s Disease in May 2010.

On May 19, 2013, Nico married the second love of his life, Karen Marie
Temmen who was by his side until the end of his life. They adopted each
others’ family as if they were always there in their lives. It was so clear the
two families loved Nico and Karen.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Lilian; his first son, Marcelino (Coleen);
his brother, Johannes aka: Joop (Adriana); and sister Maria aka: Miep (Jan).
He is survived by his wife, Karen; his children, Victor (Beth), Maximillian
(Alexandra), Nicole (Alan), and Dmitri; 10 grandchildren, Camille, Forrest,
River, Nico, Leif, Berkeley, Zolee, lan, Shane and Austin; tw-o great grand-
children, Kai and Caison; and his siblings in The Netherlands, Card (Ute)
and Anthonia aka: Toinni (Wim); along with two step children and 10 step
grandchildren.

Nicolaas Akemann’s strongest belief was that all people strive to be the
best. That spirit is felt and carried on by all those who knew him.

Funeral services provided by Herrmann Funeral Home in Fowlerville, MI.

The family will have a private visitation this week and a Celebration of
Life at a later date.

We invite friends and family to share memories/tributes at: https://www.
mykeeper.com/profile/NicolaasAkcmann/ and the funeral memorial site.
Memorial donations can be made in his name to the St. Jude Children’s
Fund, a foundation he was most passionate about.
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Games look up In a down year

Marc Saltzman

Special to USA TODAY

2020 won't likely go down in history
asagood year for many things, but it has
been a big year for video games.

Perhaps because many Americans
were stuck at home during the global
coronavirus pandemic, U.S. consumers
spent more than S33.7 billion on video
games in the first three quarters of
2020, according to research firm The
NPD Group. That's an increase of more
than 20% from the $27.9 billion spentin
the same period in 2019.

Perhaps then it's no surprise that
NPD forecasts a 24% increase in holiday
game spending compared with to last
year.

Spending could be even higher ex-
cept new consoles - the Microsoft Xbox
Series X and S and PlayStation 5 (with
Blu-ray Disc drive or disc drive-free
digital version) - constantly sold outaf-
ter November debuts.

Ifyou're looking for something to gift
a gamer, or to treat yourself, USA TO-
DAY’S Marc Saltzman, Brett Molina and
Mike Snider recommend a handful of
games, divided into various age groups
(but be sure to read the recommended
age rating before you buy).

Keep in mind, most Xbox One games
will work on the new Xbox Series X and
Xbox Series S consoles, just as most
PlayStation 4 games will work on the
new PS5.

Video games for kids (of all ages)

e Mario Kart Live: Home Circuit
($99.99; Nintendo Switch). The Ninten-
do console turns your home into a real-
world racetrack, challenging you to con-
trol your Kkart racer through gates (in-
cluded) and around objects in your
home, as you speed toward the finish
line against up to three friends or family
members. From an immersive first-per-
son view, you see what the driver sees,

Sollom

Continued from Page 3B

Processing so much new information
is one of the toughest challenges of
transitioning into college basketball.

“Your mind is going 100 miles per
hour every day," she said. “It's very hard
to comprehend, but that's what coach
Arico wants. She wants you to always be
put on the spot, always wants you to be

including augmented visuals, such as
power-ups, layered on the real world.
Great for kids and kids at heart.

* Animal Crossing: New Horizons
($59.99, Nintendo Switch). This charm-
ing and engaging game lets you survive
- nay, thrive - on a deserted island.
There, you can fish, plant flowers and
trees, and furnish your home. Amid the
pandemic, the game has been a sanctu-
ary - and a way to stay in touch with
others - for many.

* NBA 2K21 (from $59.99 for Ninten-
do Switch, Xbox One, PlayStation 4;
$69.99; for Xbox Series S/X, PS5). 2K
Sports’ latest edition of the pro basket-
ball video game is worth the upgrade to
next-generation consoles with sharp,
lifelike visuals, and lightning-fast load
times. There's also a new feature called
The City, where players can take their
own budding superstar created in My-
Career mode and play against others
online in a sprawling metropolis filled
with basketball courts.

e Madden NFL 21 ($59.99; for Xbox
One, PS4 and PC). This year’'s game has
the annual roster of actual NFL players
and stadiums, but alsoanew "The Yard”
mode that lets you play sandlot football.
As of Dec. 4, if you are lucky enough to
have a PS5 or Xbox Series X, you get an
update with more realistic 4K player
animations.

e eFnotball PES 2021 Season Up-
date ($29.99; Xbox One, PS4). If soccer
ismore your thing, hit the pitch with Ko-
nami’s latest, which features some of
the world’s biggest soccer clubs, like
Manchester United and FC Barcelona,
several solo and multiplayer game
modes, and high production quality.

Also to consider: EA Sports’ NHL 21
($29.99; Xbox One, PS4) is one of the
better hockey game installments in re-
cent memory, while Minecraft fans
don’t need to break the bank to get sev-
eral dozens of hours of fun with Mine-
craft Dungeons ($19.99; multiple plat-
forms), an engrossing action-adventure

thinking. That's why | like her style.
That's the kind of coach | like and want
to play for.”

Playing time can be hard to come by
behind junior Naz HUImon, a two-time
team MVP and All Big Ten first-team
selection. Growth for Sollom will come,
not so much in games, but going head-
to-head on the practice court with Hill-
mon, voted preseason co-Player of the
Year in the Big Ten.

Sollom was a force in high school,
particularly on defense, largely because

hybrid inspired by classic dungeon
crawlers you can play solo or with up to
three others.

Tips if buying games for teens

* Among Us (free for iOS/Android or
$5 for PC). While it debuted in 2018, this
sleeper hit became a phenomenon in
2020. Innersloth’s party game - typical-
ly played with fourto 10people online or
via local Wi-Fi - challenges gamers to
complete tasks, such as fixing up a
spaceship, while imposters onboard are
there to sabotage your efforts. You'll
work together to undo the impostors'
nefarious work and figure out the cul-
prits.

e Marvel's Spider-Man: Miles Mo-
rales (from $49.99; for PS4, PS5). In-
somniac Games builds offthe incredible
world created in the 2018 game “Mar-
vel's Spider-Man” by introducing play-
ers to a wall-crawler boasting new abil-
ities such as electricity-based powers
and the ability to go invisible. With an
all-new story and a varied collection of
crimesto bustand citizens to help, Miles
gives the Spider Man game series a ma-
jor Jolt.

e Fuser ($.9.99, for Xbox One, PS4,
Nintendo Switch, PC). From Harmonix,
the creators of Rock Band and Dance
Central, comes their next music game
worthy ofyour time and money. You are
a DJ onstage at a virtual music festival
and you must spin your way into the
crowd's hearts. No special peripherals
are needed as you mix from more than
100 song parts - from the likes of Lizzo,
Post Malone and Lady Gaga - to create
custom mixes, which you can save and
share, if desired. You can also play on-
line (competitively or cooperatively),
unlock customizable content and more.

Also consider: Marvel's Avengers
(Xbox One, PS4, PCs and Google Sta-
dia), Fall Guys: Ultimate Knockout
(PS4, PC),andTony Hawk’s Pro Skater
1+ 2 (Xbox One. PS4).

of her 6-foot-4 stature. Now that her
height advantage isn't as pronounced,
sheistryingto learn otherways to beef-
fective on the court.

“Learning from Naz, she will make
me better," Sollom said. “I feel like | have
an advantage over any other freshman
in the Big Ten. I'm able to play against
the best of the best; no one else is able
to. Once 1have my opportunity to be like
Naz, 1feel like it will pay off in the long
run. Fm excited togetto work, justtobe-
come a better basketball player.”

Your Invitation to

Brighton

Highland

Milford

Northville

Video game hints
for those ages 17-up

e Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War
(from $54.99; Xbox Series X/S, PlaySta-
tion 5, Xbox One, PS4 and PC). This
year’s edition of Activision’s popular
first-person shooting game series in-
volves mind bending spy games in
Vietnam, Berlin and the Soviet Union.
Beyond that, you can wage war on many
new online multiplayer battlefields and,
in a separate game mode, team up to
blast zombies.

e The Last of Us Part Il ($29.99; for
PS4) doesn't veer much from what
made its predecessor so sought after -
emotional storytelling, gripping action,
and extraordinary graphics - as it rein-
troduces us to a more mature Ellie, the
main protagonist, in a post-apocalyptic
United States. Played from a third-per-
son perspective, gamers can expect a
broad variety o f weapons, crafting abil-
ities and a lush and interactive world.

* Assassin’s Creed Valhalla ($59.99;
for Xbox One, PS4, PC, Google Stadia).
This latest release in the action series is
a brutal yet beautiful open-world game
that challenges you to step into the
boots of Eivor, a mighty Viking raider, as
you lead yourclan from Norway to a new
home in England in the year 873 AD.

e Ghost of Tsushima ($59.99; for
PS4). You are a samurai combating a
Mongol takeover in the gorgeous look-
ing open world action game. While you
explore the beautifully rendered an-
cient lands, you get a mix of satisfying
brutal swordplay and zenlike moments
of reflection. You can also play in the
cinematic, black and white “Kurosawa
mode," a nod to the legendary Japanese
filmmaker. An additional free Legends
mode lets you tackle additional mis-
sions with two or four friends.

Other worthy suggestions: Hades
(PC, Nintendo Switch), DOOM Eternal
(Xbox One, PS4, PC), and Watch Dogs
Legions (Xbox One, PS4, PC).

While Hillmon will help make Sollom
a better player in the long run, Sollom
provides a challenge as well for the
Michigan star.

"l give Naz grieffor Whitney blocking
her shot because she gets once or twice
every practice,” Barnes Arico said.
"Whit can come out of anywhere and
block anyone’s shot.”

Sollorn made the first shot of her col-
lege career, grabbing a rebound and
scoring on a putback against Central
Michigan, on Nov. 25.
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Jobs

Improve your
research skills

By Kalla Kea

ZipRecrulter.com

Research skills are avalu-
able part ofyour profes-
sional toolkit. Employers
want job applicants who
are not just curious, but
who possess the skills to
systematically research
the answers to questions.

An administrative assis-
tant, for example, might
be expected to conduct
research about client
needs to ensure that the
company offers suitable
services. A paralegal may
be required to conduct
research on old legal pro-
ceedings to aid lawyers in
presenting a strong court
case. In order to design
equipment for safe every-
day use, a mechanical
engineer would conduct
research on how people
use machines. Across
industries, researching
is ahighly useful skill.

We have compiled four
tips to help you conduct
better generalresearch,
strengthening your abil -
ity to presentpracti-
cal findings, formulate
solutions and exceed
your company'’s goals.

JOBS

Professionalrnanm™

ZipRearufter

1 Define your research

Jotdown abriefpara-
graph summarizingwhat
you are researching. What
isthe question you are
trying to answer? What
will the research help you
to accomplish? These
questions will define the
end of your research.

2. Make aplan

Now thatyou have
identified the ends of the
research you are conduct-
ing, you should identify
the means. Make a plan
for the project. Include
atimeline, potential
sources and deliverables.

Create thetimeline to
have avisual representa-
tion of when each item
must be done. Make a note
of potential sources to gain
anideaofwhat people,
places or publications you
might consult to find the
information you need.
Deliverables are products of
your research that you can
present to your manager
in intervals leading up to
the deadline. If you are on
track to conduct research
for three weeks, you might

Bethe Firstto Apply
Upload your resume and apply with

a single click.
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present onedeliverable at
the start of each week.

3. Know your sources

The more research
you do, the more famil-
iar you will be with the
resources available to you.

Internet searches are
frequently agood starting
place for research. You can
try afew different ways
offormulating your query
to seewhat gets you the
best results. You should
also familiarize yourself
with authoritative web-
sites and online databases
orlibraries related to your
particular field. For some
research you may need to
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seek out physical resources
from museums, librar-
ies or other facilities.
People can alsobe valu-
able resources. Consult
with colleagues, local
researchers and indus-
try specialists. Start by
drafting abriefemail
to introduce yourself,
explain the nature of your
research, and ask if they
would be willing to share
theirinsights with you.

4. Checkauthority and
expertise

A sound source isone
that is reputable. This
means that you can trust
the information you find

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.

Welcome to the one and only place

to get hired, fast.

there because it has been
properly researched, vet-
ted and verified. This is
especially important for
information you find on
theinternet. You should
prioritize sites with .gov
or .edu domain names.
Be sure to consider the
authority and expertise
of allyour sources.
When you conduct
research for areport,
project or presentation,
you are becoming asource
ofinformation yourself.
People will look to you
asa knowledgeablecon-
veyor of information. In
improving your researching
skills, you are empower -
ing others to do the same.

Continue your search at
jobs.usaioday.com
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Congratulations to W hitney

and Marilyn Stevens!
Celebrating their 74th
Wedding Anniversary on
December 28, 2020.
Whitney and Marilyn met
at church when they were
teem and have been in
love ever since. Thoy have
resided in Plymouth for
56 years, itrll enjoying
togetherness, family,’
sociability and tom; ef tun!
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Mac Valves Inc., leading
manufacturer of pneumatic
valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines | Material Handlers
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit
package including 401K. Medical, Dental as well
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

FINDING A JOB
SHOULDN'T FEEL LIKE ONE.

ZIpRecruiter
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Get started atjobs.usatoday.com
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PREMIER CROSSWORDY/ By Frank A. Longo

ACROSS
1 Actress
Seyfned
7 Buffets, e.g.
12 More dismal
20 Kind of tire or
saw
21 Kate's TV
housemate
22 Back wheel
pin
23 “Sunshine of
Your Love’
band sitting
in for another
band?
25 Satellite dish
precursors
26 In the know
27 Onassis'
nickname
28 Condition of
the “Oust in
the Wind"
band?
30 “Rocket Mao'
singer John
33 Qualified
36 Permit
37 Despite that
38 Plea to hear
a song from
the “New
World Man’
band?
41 Tiny setback
46 Livid
47 *A Horse
With No
Name’ band
doing a
webcast?

107 108 109
114
123

129

132

52 Crib sieeper

55 Prefix with life
or west

58 Quarterback
Manning

59 Kind of clam

60 Tooth
doctors’ org.

61 Composer
Franz —
Haydn

63 Wide receiver
Carter

66 Urban haze

67 “More Than
a Fee'ing"
band
performing
for 24 hours
straight?

71 ‘Woe —
you!"

73 Ancient

74 Puts back on.
as weight

75 Christie's
Hercule

78 Grass houses

79 Maestro
directing
the ‘Drops
of Jupiter"
band?

81 Recipe
directive

83 Small, agile
deer

84 Fake fat
brand

85 Year, in
Brazil

86 ‘“The" or “an”

115 116 117 118

89 Prefix with
realist
92 Summer hrs.
inD.C.
93 Infamous
Impaler™
94 “Both" band's
last utterance
at the end of
a concert?
98 Greek lettor
100 Kleenex
sheet
101 "These
Dreams’
band's
musical beat?
107 Recipe
directive
110 Hosp. areas
112 Naggng pain
113 Brutish sort
11411 You Leave
Me Now"
band playing
the same
tune over and
over?
120 Granola tidbit
122 Slip up
123 “Be weir
124 Smoke
generator
used by the
“Make it With
You* band?
129 Scrooge's
first name
130 Lofty nest
131 Hardy’s bud
132 High anxiety
133 Salon tinters

110

_
|#
1

134 Top points

DOWN

1 Bow wielder

2 Taxi” actress
Henner

3 Very skilled
people

4 Long of
“House of
Lies"

5 Flow checker

6 — Romeo

7 Beach city
near L.A.

8 Building wing

9 With
52-Down, he
said “Open,
sesame!"

10 Connect

11 The
Goldbergs'
actor George

12 Extreme

13 Soap actress
Sofer

14 Chows down

15 God of war

16 Angry talk

17 “No way!,”
slangify

18 Overjoy

19 Put back to
the default

24 Neighbor of
Saudi Arabia

29 Classic soft
drink brand

31 "Yowzal’

32 Gun rights

9P-

34 Meadow

35J.D. Salinger
title girl

39 “Drums Along
tho Mohawk"*
novelist
Walter D. —

40 — Aviv

42 "Mama" Elliot

43 Folding bed

44 French "a"

45 Malleable

48 Having a
tot of, as a
nutrient

49 Undying

50 Prefix with
realist

51 Unit of work

52 See 9-Down

53 As sick as —

54 Batters'
successes

56 Belief suffix

57 Cherished by

61 Abrupt shock

62 Jacques"”

64 Veg-o-Matic
company

65 Boot part

68 Sightseer

69 Tennis'
Andre

70 Mai —

71 Revision
issuer

72 Verb go-with

76 Actress
Chaplin

77 Stomped (on)

80 Toon
Flanders

<ntw) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

PUZZLE CORN
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

GROUP
DYNAMICS

81 Hetty’s
Cinch-
82 Bi- plus one
83 Classic autos
87 Film special
FX
88 — Alamos
90 ‘Disgusting!"
91 Zeus' mother
93 “~ con Dios"
("Go with
God")
95 Hamilton
and Burr,
notably
96 Roman tyrant
97 Tic toe
99 “Know —
enemy*
102 — Scholar
103 Athletic group
104 Belonging to
them
105 Kind of wasp
106 Edible
mushrooms
107 Wasn'tidle
108 Abu —
109 Flood barriers
111 In the
worst way,
informally
115 Euro traction
116 Laptop brand
117 Stare intently
118 Tram loads
119 Hunted beast
121 Soft mineral
125 Afore
126 Atmosphere
127 Wheels"
128 Color grade

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702-4247 or

smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles’

books at QuillDriverBooks.com
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Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a9x9 grid, broken into rune 3x3 boxes. Toserve a
sudcku. the numbers 1 through 9 must (ill each row. column and box. Each number
can appear only once In each row. column and box. You can figure out the order in
which be numbers vwl appear by using the numeric cOes prer/ided in the boxes
The mere numbers ycu name, the easier It gets to SOfit the puzzfc
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ABOARD
AFT
AHOY
ANCHOR
BAY
BEACH
BERTH
BUOY
CABIN
CHANNEL
COASTLINE
COMPASS
DECK
DINGHY
DtVING
DOCKS
EMBARK
FATHOMS
FISH
HARBOR
HORIZON
JETTY
KNOTS
LIFEBOAT

LIGHTHOUSE

LINER
MAST

OAR

PORT

QUAY
RADAR
ROPES
ROWING
SAILORS
SCHOONER
SHARKS
STARBOARD
SUBMARINE
SWIMMING
TRAWLER
TUGBOAT
VESSEL
VOYAGE
WAVES
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ANN ARBOR MAIN ST. | ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD. | BRIGHTON | CANTON | CLINTON
DEXTER | FARMINGTON HILLS I LIVONIA | NOVI | PINCKNEY [ PLYMOUTH/NORTHVILLE
ROCHESTER HILLS | SALINE | SOUTH LYON | TECUMSEH | WEST BLOOMFIELD



