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Schools refuse Whitmer’s request to close

Susan Bromley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Local districts are taking a hard pass
on the governor’ request to shut down
high school buildings and sports as CO-
VID-19 cases surge across the region.

Novi, Huron Valley, and South Lyon
will continue in-person learning and

athletics despite Gov. Gretchen Whitm-
er urging them to pause both for two
weeks.

Novi Superintendent Steve Mat-
thews said ifthe rise in COVID-19 cases
is an emergency, then state and county
health officials should mandate closing
schools rather than asking for districts
to do it voluntarily.

“We don't believe that schools are a
significant cause of the spread of CO-
VID-19,” Matthews said. “If this is an
emergency, the state needs to take the
lead and tell us to close down."

Huron Valley Superintendent Paul
Salah agreed, noting he is not an epide-
miologist and he depends on health offi-
cials to say whether schools are safe to

Some of the ongoing retail development at the northwest corner of Five Mile and Beck, john heider/hometownlife com

More drive-up options pitched
at Northville Twp. development

David Veselenak Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Additional changes that appear to
stem from changes in the way business
is conducted during the COVID-19 pan-
demic are planned for the Village at
Northville shopping center at Five Mile
and Beck roads in Northville Township.

A few modifications to the plans on
the northwest eorner ofthe intersection
include eliminating a larger, single res-
taurant building on the northern part of
the project and replacing it with two

separate buildings, including one that
would house a drive-thru.

In addition to those changes, a drive-
up window is Eilso planned for an eatery
on the southern portion ofthe property,
a change from the original plans.

Part of the changes to the plan, said
petitioner John Ackerman, isthe chang-
ing landscape with food service and res-
taurants. With more people opting to
pick up items with less contact, the*
plans better reflect what customers re-
quire in a COVID-19 world, especially
with “drive-up” window on the south

side of the property.

“Based on what’s happened in the
last year, a lot more people are more
comfortable just picking up their food
than dining in,” he said. “The restau-
rant does not want to do a full-service
drive-thru; they just want some place
where the cars can just drive up, pick
up their food out of a window versus
having to have their staff walk out
curbside and drop the food off in the
car.”

See OPTIONS, Pag* 2A

be open.

“Ifthere is a public health issue here
at play, either directly linked to athletics
or high school operations, then we
should be required to pause, not en-
couraged,” Salah said. “That is not our
area of expertise, that is the area of

See SCHOOLS, Page 2A

Lyon famiI?/
adjusts to life
months after
plane crash

Susan Vela Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Spring 2021 is like no other for the
young Mudzwova family.

Instead of planting seeds and
watching them take root in their Lyon
Township garden, they’re moving for-
ward with plans to raze their ruined
Dakota Drive domicile.

They want the claws of construc-
tion equipment to rip at every sooty,
melted or burnt residual reminding
them ofJan. 2, the day a plane crashed
into their home ofnearly a decade, kill-
ing a Northville family of three.

From their original basement foun-
dation, they’ll rebuild. The long-term
project won’t come jasy.

“It’s very stressful,” Danielle Mudz-
wova said. “When you think about
building a house, it’s usually some-
thing that you've been preparing for.
You’re excited. You've got all these
ideas and images and, you know,
you’re going to have fun with it.

“Building was always an option for
us, but that’s like five to 10 years down
the road. 1don’t want to think about it
right now. | feel like 1 dont have any
energy to give to it at this point. We’re
being forced to go through it.”

A loud plana

The holidays were barely over when
Seraphina, 4, and Nyasha, 2, came
downstairs from an afternoon nap.

Along with their parents Pride and
Danielle, they prepared to cuddle up in
the living room to watch “Shrek 2"
They had already seen the first fable

% aboutthe grumpy ogre who falls in love

with a princess.
“We were sitting there trying to find
the movie and it happened,” Danielle

Sn  FAMILY, Pag* 6A

Investors quietly buy 80-acre Milford property for $1.6M

Susan Bromley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It was all kept quiet and vague, but
with the pandemic as a distraction, two
investors bought a controversial Milford
property for $1.6 million.

Matt McConnell and his business
partner Mark Wilkie formed Vague En-

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices, 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing. Subscription,
Back Copies, Delivery Issues; 4) Wave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar items to

LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

terprises, LLC last fall in order to pur-
chase four parcels of property totaling
80 acres at 930 Weaver Road. The prop-
erty includes a 10-acre piece with the
historic Strieker home, built circa 1860.

McConnell’s wife, Melissa McCon-
nell, is the Coldwell Banker Town &
Country realtor who had listed the prop-
erty for the Strieker family in 2019 at a

price of $2.1 million.

“It’s been pretty hush-hush. Every-
one was focused on taking care ofthem-
selves, and Ive been focused on my
family,” Melissa McConnell said con-
firming the sale. “It’s a great piece and
the purchase was exciting My husband
and his partner, they fell in love with it.
They've never owned property like this

*2021

before, especially in Milford.”
McConnell said she fielded several
offers for the property, which was on the
market for nearly two years. Adeveloper
was interested in building 121 homes on
the property north of Muir Middle
School but after the township planning

See PROPERTY, Page 4A
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Check 401(k), bank, mutual fund statements for accuracy

* Money Matters
*1 Rick Bloom

Guest columnist

The other day I received a call from a client who ex-
plained that he was having a problem with his Michi-
gan Education Savings Plan (MESP).

Based upon his transaction report, he noticed a va-
riety of unauthorized transactions on his MESP ac-
count. He also explained to me the frustration he was
having in dealing with the MESP to get the situation
corrected. Despite his persistence, he was running into
roadblocks.

The purpose of this column is not to pick on the
MESP because 1still think it is a great program. In fact,
the client himself still likes the MESP. However, your
attitudes toward an investment are not material at this

Options
Continued from Page 1A

Still finalizing tenants

The development is one that’s been years in the
making. Formerly the site ofthe state-run Robert Scott
Correctional Facility, plans to redevelop several as-
pects of the site have worked their way through the
township government for years. Currently on the
property are several shops, including a Five Guys Bur-
ger and Fries and a Verizon Wireless shop. A hotel is
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point. What is material is the importance of reviewing
financial statements, no matter who they come from.

Whenever you receive a financial statement,
whether itis from a 401(k), a mutual fund or your bank,
you need to review it for accuracy. Financial compa-
nies are not immune to mistakes. It is our obligation to
review all financial statements for accuracy.

To start, when you receive a statement from your
401(k) Plan, make sure that the beginning balance is
the same as your last statement’s ending balance. In
addition, you should review all your new deposits to
ensure they have been properly accounted forand that
any withdrawals are ones that you authorized. Fur-
thermore, always review charges and fees. Be sure
these fees are appropriate and, where possible, try to
have them waived.

Generally, when people review their statements
and find a mistake, they assume that it must be their
mistake as opposed to the bank or financial institu-
tion. Never make that assumption. Whether it is a

also under construction, and plenty of residential
properties are located on the western portion of the
property.

Plans totry and bring a higher-end grocer to the site
have also slowed, Ackerman said, but his hope is
something will be able to locate in that space.

"They have courted a tremendous amount of gro-
cers,” he said. “You name a high-end grocer, they have
discussed this site. At some point, the hope is one of
them will see the need to come in. We just have to wait
out the current economy and current market to get to
that point.”

Some of the potential businesses planned for the
site include Starbucks, which Ackerman said would
occupy the new drive-thru lane on the site, as well as
potentially First Watch. Ackerman said the breakfast-
and-lunch restaurant turned down locating in a build-
ing on the south side of the development, citing the
noisy traffic, though he said developers were still seek-
ing a deal to bring the restaurant to the northern end of
the property to the building encompassing 3,500
square feet.

He declined to mention exactly which business

"We will continue to
monitor our district case
data throughout the week

Schools

computer glitch or human error, mistakes do happen,
and they happen more often than you think.

In addition to identifying mistakes, reviewing your
statements provides another opportunity to ensure
there is no misconduct by your broker or brokerage
house. By reviewing your statements, you’ll be able to
identify ifthere were any unauthorized transactions or
other irregularities on your account.

Ifyou do find an error, contact the company that is-
sued your statement immediately. Be sure to keep
notes of whom you spoke with and the conversation in
general. Ifthat does not resolve the issue, then for ex-
ample, ifit’s a brokerage statement, it’s appropriate to
send a letter or email to the branch manager. If the
manager does not resolve your issue, you should never
hesitate to contact government regulators.

My client was smart enough to review his state-
ments and be proactive and persistent when he identi-
fied a mistake. I hope you follow in his footsteps.

Good luck.

would locate in the southern building of the develop-
ment with the drive-up window, though said it would
serve fast-casual Mexican food. He said similar lanes
would be proposed elsewhere.

Planning commissioner Matthew Wilk said he was
concerned over such a plan and whether or not such a
model would be sustainable in the future if the drive-
up lane isn’t used as often.

“There’s an argument that they could be perma-
nent, there's an argument also that they could be very,
very temporary,”he said. “Atthe end ofthe day, it looks
to me like it’s 10 spaces in exchange for that, and that’s
probably something that, if a future tenant came in
and decided, ‘We don*t really need that, we need some
more parking close to our door,’ there’s probably the
availability to reverse that at a relatively low cost.”

The planning commission voted to recommend ap-
proval ofthe changes to the planned unit development
during its March 23 meeting, sending the issue to the
township board oftrustees for its review and final de-
termination.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728.

bers that are ‘“concern-
ing” he plans to continue
what he considers suc-

the district might consid-
er pausing in-person
learning, but said if a

Continued from Page 1A

expertise of public health
officials.”

Both Huron Valley and
Novi are at five days per
week in-person instruc-
tion after starting the
school year in a two days
per week hybrid plEui.
South Lyon is in school 4-
days per week after start-
ing the year remote for all
students. All three school
districts also offer a fully
virtual school option.

South Lyon Superin-
tendent Steve Archibald
said students at both high
schools in the district
would return from spring
break to in-person learn-
ing this week and there
will be no pause in athlet-
ics.

In his letter to families,
Archibald said after test-

week, students would be
given the option on April
15-16to attend remotely or
in-person “out of an
abundance of caution.”

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on May 5, 2021 at
7:00p m. to receive public input on the following request in regard to the City of Northville

Zoning Ordinance:

1 To consider a variance request on premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential
District on property, located at 410 East St., Northville, Michigan. 48167, parcel
number 48 002 01 0581 001. The applicant is seeking a variance to construct a new
residence in the front yard setback The variance needed is 3.917 feet from the front

yard requirement in Sections 3.04 and 15.01.

2. To consider a variance request on premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential
District on property located at 438 Eaton Dr.. Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel
number 48 005 03 0001 000 The applicant is seeking a variance to construct a new
garage in the same location as an existing garage, which is proposed to be demolished
The location of the new garage is proposed at 2.5-feet of T of the side lot line. A 2.5-
foot side yard variance is needed to permit a new garage in the same location as the
existing garage The variance is from the requirements of Section 18.04.

Meeting Location and Participation

The meeting will be held via video conference as allowed by City Council’s Local State of
Emergency Declaration due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in compliance with the Open

Meetings Act.

Members of the public body and members of the public participating

electronically will be considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically
present at the meeting The following is a link to attend the meeting: hUp9~/us02wcb.zooin.
Us0/&5712615849. US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799, Webinar ID 857 1261 5949

Those needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-
449-9905. Log in irtstructions, information about electronic meetings, and a user guide can be
found at https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/Onc.aspx?portalld =11895963&pageld=I
3505469#zoning, OR from the main Home page, click on the Government tab. Agendas and
Minutes, and scroll to the Board of Zoning Appeals section of the webpage.

Application Review and Written Comments

The variance application is available for review at www.ci.northville.mi.us From the Home
Page, click Services, Building and Planning, Board of Zoning Appeals

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted
by 4:30pm May 4, 2021 to City of Northville Municipal Building, City Clerk, 215 West Main
Street, Northville, Michigan. 48167, or use the City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa®

ci.northvllle.mi.ua

DOMINIC SILVESTRI, CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

Publinh Apnl 1ft 2021
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and make any further ad-
justments as necessary,"
he added.

Students in Huron Val-
ley and Novi returned
from spring break last
week and as of April 9,
Salah said 35 Huron Val-
ley students were posi-
tive for COVID-19 with 45
students districtwide
quarantined.

Matthews said 75 Novi
High School students
were in quarantine as of
April 9, either because
they had tested positive
for COVID-19 or had been
in close contact with a
COVID-19 positive per-
son.

Matthews said about
20% of the student pop-
ulation would have to be
in quarantine before the
district would consider
closing a building for in-

http://www.davisautpgale henb/dgen spegialstiy.htherson learning. At that

point, “we would say
schools are part of the
spread.”

Salah was reluctant to
put a threshold on when

building saw 10-11 posi-
tive COVID-19 cases with
resulting quarantines of
100-150 students,  “it
could precipitate a call to
the health department.”

Vaccinations of teach-
ers, meanwhile, had im-
proved the number of
staff quarantines and op-
erational concerns “tre-
mendously,” and are
keeping Salah optimistic
about the future. About
80% of Huron Valley
wanted and have ob-
tained the vaccine, with
only one or two staff
members quarantining
since.

All districts will con-
tinue  with sporting
events as planned.

Matthews said the dis-
trict has been testing
hundreds of athletes per
week with only two test-
ing positive for COVID-19
as a result.

While Matthews said
there is “no doubt" CO-
V1D-19 is spreading in the
community with num-

cessful mitigation strate-
gies including masking
and hand-washing.

Salah is also urging
parents to be hyper-vigi-
lant and to keep Kids
home ifthey are showing
any symptoms.

Matthews noted there
are only nine weeks of
school before summer
break and the district is
working hard to get to the
finish line and keep stu-
dents engaged, a tough
job in normal school
years that is made tough-
er now with kids wonder-
ing where they may learn.

“We’re running out of
steam here, and it has
just become a very frus-
trating school year,” Mat-
thews said. “It’s been
hard all year long, | think
we've done a great job,
the teachers are tremen-
dous. We want to keep
kids in school.”

Contact reporter Su-
san Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife.com
or 517-281-2412.

Daniel Lee, a Novi High School junior, plays baritone euphonium while wearing a
modified mask and staying socially distanced during band class in October.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Novi woman dies in early Monday condo fire

Susan Vela Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Novi woman and her two small dogs died in an
early morning condo fire along East Glen Haven Circle.

Fire ChiefJeff Johnson said firefighters went to the
Country Place Condominiums northwest of Meadow-
brook and Eight Mile roads after a 911 call was made at
2:06 a.m. on April 5.

They saw smoke and flames through the front win-

dow. They entered the two-story condo and saw that
the flames were in the living room area.

Smoke had permeated through the home. When
firefighters went upstairs, they found the 44-year-old
woman unresponsive on a bedroom floor and evacuat
ed her from the building.

Paramedics began CPR and the woman was trans-
ported to Ascension Providence Hospital in Novi,
where she was pronounced dead

“It was a pretty tough morning for us,” Johnson

said. "We lost somebody. We never like to see that hap-
pen."

Johnson said the fire was accidental.

He said the flames did not spread beyond the living
room but firefighters also found the dogs who died
from the blaze.

The four-unit condo structure is salvageable, ac-
cording to the fire chief, who did not provide the name
of the deceased. She apparently was living alone.

svela@hometownlife.com

Police transparency dashboards aim to build public trust

Susan Vela Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi’s public safety officers have made nearly 200
arrests in the first three months ofthe year, and Black
people made up the vast majority of those numbers,
according to the city’s new public safety transparency
dashboard.

2021 data at the start of April indicated approxi-
mately 60% of the arrests were for alleged Black vio-
lators; 37.5% were white; and about 2% were of Asian
descent.

The numbers were more balanced in 2020. Data for
last year showed 950 arrests. Blacks comprised 49.1%
of that tally; whites, 46.7%; and those of Asian de-
scent, 1.89%.

In both years, mainly males were arrested.

The new dashboard that includes race, gender and
age data for arrests, citations and calls for service is
happening because of a $300,000 Oakland County

endeavor.

The sheriff’s office worked with law enforcers in
Novi, Southfield and Lathrup Village to develop the
dashboard that’s free of charge for agencies for two
years. All Oakland County agencies can participate.

Sheriff Michael Bouchard has said the dashboard is
another means of highlighting local law enforcers’
transparency efforts.

“The Novi Police Department has always believed
that an open and transparent government is crucial to
building public trust,” Public Safety Director David
Molloy said in a statement.

Every Oakland County agency belongs to CLEM1S,
a courts and law enforcement records management
system.

More than 100 agencies across the state also sub-
scribe.

The dashboard relies on reports initiated by the
agencies and then verified, approved and entered into
the CLEM1S database.

Novi candidate race starts with April deadline

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

If you didnt get your
fill of political campaigns
last year, you've got an-
other chance.

In Novi, the mayor and
three council seats are up
for grabs this year. The
deadline to file to have
your name on the ballot
as a candidate for one of
these available positions
is April 20.

The number of candi-
dates will dictate whether
there is an August pri-

mary election to narrow
the field. The November
election will ultimately
determine who fills the
seats.

As of April 5, current
Mayor Bob Gatt was the
only candidate listed on
the Oakland County web-
site as having filed for the
top seat, a 2-year term.

There are three 4-year
council seats available.
Julie Maday, who was ap-
pointed earlier this year
to fulfill the term of Kelly
Breen, elected to the state
house in November, has
filed to be elected to the

seat. Justin Fischer and
Andrew Mutch’s council
terms will be completed
in November, with those
seats also up for election.
Fischer has filed for elec-
tion, as has Karyn Chop-
jian.

Candidates for Novi
mayor or city council
must be residents who
are registered to vote in
the city and must not
have been convicted of a
felony.

To file for candidacy,
an applicant must submit
a nominating petition
with at least 100 qualified

COVID-19 cases surge 14 percent in Michigan

Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases
leaped in Michigan in the
week ending Sunday, ris-
ing 14% as 51,512 cases
were reported. The previ-
ous week had 45,192 new
cases of the virus that
causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked first
among the states where
coronavirus was spread-
ing the fastest on a per-
person basis, a USA TO-
DAY Network analysis of
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity data shows. In the
latest week the United
States added 490,277 re-
ported cases of coronavi-
rus, an increase of 10.3%
from the week before.

Many states did not
report cases on Easter.
That will make some
state-to-state Compari-
sons inaccurate, and also
some in-state week-to-
week comparisons inac-

ENGAGEMENT

curate.

Within Michigan, the
worst weekly outbreaks
on a per-person basis
were in St. Clair, Huron
and Sanilac counties.
Adding the most new
cases overall were Wayne
County, with 10,198 cases;
Oakland County, with
6,452 cases; and Macomb
County, with 6,070.
Weekly case counts rose
in 67 counties from the
previous week. The worst
increases from the prior
week’s pace were in
Wayne, Oakland and
Genesee counties.

Michigan ranked 30th
among states in share of
people receiving at least
one shot, with 35% of its
residents at least partial-
ly vaccinated. The na-
tional rate is 35.9%, a
USA TODAY analysis of
CDC data shows.

In the week ending
Sunday, Michigan report-
ed administering another

Shaw-Richter plan October wedding

Natasha Shah and Eric
Richter are excited to an-
nounce their engage-
ment.

The bride-to-be is the
daughter of Nav and Pai
Shah of Northville. She is
a2009 graduate of North-
ville High School and
earned a degree in mar-
keting from Michigan
State University. She is
employed with Nielsen in
St. Louis, Missouri.

The groom-to-be is the

son of Steve And Brenda
Richter of Columbia, Illi-
nois. He is a 2009 gradu-
ate of Columbia High
School and earned a de-
gree in accounting from
Southern Ilinois Univer-
sity in Edwardsville. He is
employed with Sunbelt
Rentals in St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

An October 2021 wed-
ding is planned in St
Louis, Missouri, where
the couple resides.

M M M

647,780 vaccine doses,
compared to 633,463 the
week before that. In all,
Michigan reported it has
administered 5,496,030
doses.

Across Michigan,
cases fell in 15 counties,
with the best declines in
Macomb, Ingham and
Monroe counties.

In Michigan, 304 peo-
ple were reported dead of
COVID-19 in the week
ending Sunday. In the
week before that, 212
people were reported
dead.

Atotal 0f 820,404 peo-
ple in Michigan have test-
ed positive for the coro-
navirus since the pan-
demic began, and 17,563
people have died from the
disease, Johns Hopkins
University data shows. In

the United States
31,197,873 people have
tested ” positive and
562,066 people have
died.

Natasha Shah and Eric
Richter, courtesy of your
STORY PHOTO ¢ CINEMA
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voters’ signatures, but
not more than 200, or al-
ternatively, candidates
may pay a filing fee of
$100.

Petitions or fee, and
candidate affidavit of
identity, must be filed by
4 p.m., April 20 at the city
clerk’s office, 45175 Ten
Mile Road.

For more election and
candidate information,
visit the city’s website.

Contact reporter Su-
san Bromley at shrom-
ley@hometownlife.com
or 517-281-2412. Twitter:
@ SusanBromleylO.

The data goes through the Arx Community software
and then appears in the agencies’dashboards for the
public.

The goal isto refresh the data every 24 hours, coun-
ty officials said.

Northville City Council agreed April 5to equip the
police department with Arx Alert software for an in-
ternal dashboard.

Data would go directly to the police administration
for analysis of risk factors like police pursuits and use
of force.

Northville council members also agreed to partici-
pate in the county’s transparency dashboard project.

Chief Alan Maciag expects to know how soon that
data will be available for public consumption.

Westland and Livonia police departments also have
transparency dashboards.

STARTING APRIL 26,
SALE PRICES WILL BE FOR

Qms://www.bus;s.com/acgt/signup

MEMBERS ONLY

SCAN CODE TO REGISTER OR
VISIT BUSCHS.COM/MYWAY

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106
Process: Public Participation

T-Mobile proposes the upgrade of two utility tower
telecommunications facilities and associated ground level
equipment on the west side of Taft Rd, approximately 1600
ft south of Twelve Mile Rd. Novi, Oakland County, Ml and
approximately 360 ft north of E West Maple Rd & N Pontiac
Trail, Walled Lake. Oakland County, Ml Members of the
public interested in submitting comments on the possible
effects on historic properties included in or eligible for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places may send
their comments to Andrew Smith, RESCOM Environmental
Corp., PO Box 361 Petoskey, MI 49770 or call 260-385-6999.

Rublish Apil 15201 UBmS

Novi Community School District 2019 Bond
SECTION 00 11 13 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid Package *7 - Novi Cardenbrook Building (Old Wash Collage) will be received
through Building Connected until 1:00PM on, May 3rd, 2021.
1

ttpp.buildingconnocted.com/public/5a0227adeOd395000fd24541

Smith Plan Room)

McCarthy and

2. For instructions on how to submit a bid please gu to the following link https;//
buildingconnected./.ende.ik.com/hc/en-us/articles/360010222793-How-to-
submit-your-bid-through-BuildingConnectcd-

Bids submitted after this time and date will not be considered or accepted. Faxed
and or E-mail proposals will not be accepted.

Sealed Bids will be publicly opened, read aloud and tabulated, beginning at approx.
1:00PM on. May 3rd, 2Q2L Bid Opening will be publicly conducted via a Zoom

meeting.

T09&from=addon
Meeting 111 884 6202 r.io:.

=V2hYWUIVbWNVRGiY Ik IL2dnKklgqC

+16465588656..88462025165#....*160008# US (New York)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
(San Jose)

Pas3code: 160008 Find vour local number: httpa://u802web.zoom.us/u/kcothtoK2h

will he available for public inspection

at tin- main office of the i onstruc'mn Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplcx
Circle. Farmington Hills. Ml 48335: the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room.
Bloomfield Hills, and the Builder'.- Exchange, l.an.-mg Bidding Documents will be
a\ ailable beginning at 10:00 AM. on Monday, Aril 19, 2021 via Building Connected.

There will fee a Pre-Bid Meeting on Wednesday, April 28th! fit 1:00 I’'M. at Novi
Gardenbrook Building (Old Walsh Building) located at 11500 Gardenbrook Kd. Ml,
48376. The purpose of the meeting will be to review the project bid document* & schedule, and
ta answer any questions bidders may have. Following the meeting, the bidders will have the

bidders are strongly encouraged to attend A FACE MASK WILL BE REQUIRED TO BE
WORN INSIDE OF THE BUILDING DURING THE PRE BID MEETING.

All bids must include the Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 004205), the Iran Linked
Business Affidavit (Section 004210), and the Criminal Background Check Affidavit (Section

004220).

All Bids must be accompai .ed by a Bid Security, in either the form of a hid bond or certified
bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of the amount of the Bid, payable to Novi
Community School District, as a guarantee that if the Bid is accepted, the School District is
secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the Bid or failure of the Bidder
to enter a Contract for performance. Further, the Bidder will execute the Contract, provide
the required insurance certificate(s) and file the required bonds within ten (101 days after
notice of award of Contract hut prior to Work commencing.

If awarded a contract, the successful hidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond
and Labor and Material Payment Bond in the amount of 100'f of the contract price

Novi Community School District reserves the right to reject any or all bids received, to waive
any informalities and irregularities in the bidding, and to accept a hid other than the lowest

bid.
Publifth April 15, 2021

m tm m
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The Moore property (named after its inital owners) has about 80 acres and a large barn (seen partially at left), photos by john heider/hometowniife com

Property

Continued from Page 1A

commission denied rezoning and an at-
temptto get the property annexed to the
village failed, the property bid was with-
drawn.

The minimum lot size in that area as
currently zoned is 1.5 acres, McConnell
said.

Among the concepts floated for the
property is turning the historical home
into a bed and breakfast, particularly
since there is no hotel in Milford,
McConnell said, or even using the 80
acres for a golf course.

Besides the 10 acre parcel with the
house, the sale included two 20 acre
parcels and a 30-acre parcel.

Matt McConnell said he has no plans
forthe property and emphasized that he
and Wilkie are not developers.

“The property was bought as an in-
vestment with no definite plans in
mind,” he said. "We have been in talks
with local builders, but are not current-
ly. We would like to see the existing his-
torical home remain and would consider
splitting it off from the remaining acres

ifanyone is interested in purchasing it.”

McConnell added the house would be
unique as a bed and breakfast inn, but
admitted he has done very little re-
search and bought it for multiple op-
tions.

“Yes, we spent $1.6 million on a prop-
erty we don't know what we’re doing
with,” he laughed. “If someone came to
us with a plan that makes sense, we
would entertain it. Wedon't have expec-
tations. It was a good investment in our
eyes.”

Melissa McConnell said the property
has great potential to be split up, but
there is no intention to tear down the
house and said her husband is getting
prices together on restoring it.

“It all comes down to what is allowed
(with zoning),” she said. "The structure
is in good shape. The sky’s the limit,
what will fall within the allowance. Re-
gardless of what direction, we plan to
keep the house. Not looking to tear
down something functional and in use,
unless we’re told it needs to be. That
house is solid.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley*hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter (a>Susan-
BromleylO.

These days, information can’t wait.

LOCALIQ’s expert search engine optimization
and search marketing solutions ensure
yourcustomers can find your business

the moment they need you.

Visit localig.com/GetFound to start
driving more revenue now.

LOCALIO

The Moore house on Weaver Road in Milford. The eight-room mansion was built

around 1860 and sits on a 10-acre parcel. That and another 70 acres just north of

the Village of Milford were recently sold.

End gutter cleanjng forever!
» .

A*

BBB

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

No payment required until the job
is finished and you're completely
satisfied.

Lifetime Performance

Guarantee. We guarantee that our
products will keep your gutters free
of leaves and clogs for the rest of
the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing &
Discounts. 20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior citizen &
military discounts.
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Free LifcPlanIM
Workshop

Live Interactive
Zoom Webinar

Get a lifetime of guidance from the
comfort of your home.

THE LAW OFFICES OF

DAVID L.
CARRIER. PC.

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Register Now!

Go to Free Workshops tab in the top right on the website.

1-800-317-2812

(nnnr)

 PAID ADVERTISEMENT -«

Get it Done in 21!

ATTORNEY [)AMI) | . C aKKIER

Go to davidcarrierlaw.com

www.DavidCarrierLaw.com

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Upcoming Webinars:
Saturday, April 17 at 10 AM
Thursday, April 22 at 6 PM

Saturday, May 8 at 10AM

Get Answers To

Yovr

Questions:

How do 1protect my health, home, litesavings, family and legacy?
Why is an outdated will worse than no plan at all?

How can | be sure people 1trust will make medical and financial decisions for me, if 1cannot?

How can I control the care 1get (and do not get) in a medical emergency?
How can 1protect my kids' inheritance from divorce, bankruptcy, and their own poor decisions?

* email: David@DavidCarrierLaw.com

How do lavoid heavy taxes from the new law on my retirement plans (like my IRA or 401k)?

+ 1-800-317-2812

The Michigan Elder Law Reporter

APRIL 202

The Way It Is...

MOW The Rich Do Long-Term Carl.

Spoke with a smart person lasi week. She works for
a gigantic financial services company. You know the
name. The company is excellent. She is excellent.
Herteam's job is lo look out for about 150 families.
"Wealth Management " Ihey are good at it Her
families do not go broke

I was curious... “How do you deal with long term
care?”

“Acornerstone of our
work. ofcourse. You
cannot ig. ore it." She said.

“But how do you do it?” |
persisted.

| was disappointed in

her reply. She talked about “asset allocation." Used
the same words and phrases | had heard from other
financial professionals Stuffl have seen fail over and
over again. Very disappointing. Burst my bubble No
insight here. And she had scented so perceptive Bui il
was lhe same old. same old Recycled stuff. Your own
financial advisor gave you the same advice. Pul so
much over here, so much over there Ftcetera

"That's all well and good," I said, "But don't your
folks go broke?"

She laughed. "No. never.”

“Never? | find that hard to believe. Long-term care is
expensive."

“Yes. it is.” she agreed. “But fifty million dollars is
quite a bit of money."

Demonstrating my keen
intelligence, 1replied, "Huh?"

"Well, our minimum is fifty million
of invcstable assets..."”

And then the lightbulb moment...
"Ohhh!"

How the rich do long-term care.
From their (minimum) fifty million, their team of
professional investors allocates a few million to

31 Years Serving Michigan Seniors

The Middle Class |Is Broke
Because Estate Planning Is Broken

Your Lifetime OfF Work And Saving Wile Be Sacrificed To Stupidity

long-term care issues Problem solved For them
Unfortunately, that is what your financial advisor is
doing for you. That is why your family faces nursing
home poverty.

We Are Not The Rich. Their Solutions Do Not
Work Fur Us

Lei me tellyou ahum the ven rich They are different
fromyou and me fU/nless you were horn rich, il is
very difficult to understand

F. Stoll Fitzgerald

Why aren't your advisors looking out for you? Why
all the parrot talk about asset allocation, hybnd
insurance products, investment strategics? Why the
outnght denial and plain avoidance? Why won't they
level with you?

Maybe they do not know any better. Maybe they think
that ihe same strategies that work for the wealthy will
work for the middle class. Maybe they are doing the
best that they can. Maybe they cannot help it.

Consider the possibility that your advisor learned
“best practices” from a "wealth management"” guru
Youradvisor's leather excelled al preserving and
grow ing “old money " Your advisor was inspired by
someone who hobnobs with wealthy folk day-in and
day-out. The result: Your advisor may know how to
deal with rich people. But what does that have to do
with; ou?

Exactly nothing. According to Fmcst Hemingway, the
rich arc different than you and me. "Yes. they have
more money." Planning for S50.000.000 is not like
planning for $500,000 How is Ihat not obvious?

Broken: How The Middle-Class Does Long-Term

Care

You spend. And spend. And keep on spending.
S12.000 each month for skilled care. $6-7500

each month for assisted living. $25 each hour for
companion care at home. More if you want a certified
nursing assistant or nurse Asset allocation? Hardee-
har-har.

And then you arc broke. Medicaid to the rescue’

LifePlanning'mDelivers Peace Of Mind... Guaranteed!

LipbPh n ™ Guarantee

You Be The Judge!

it Anend A Workshop Or Webinar. . No
Charge!

#2 Compose Your Lifeplan™W ith One OfOur
Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, C heerfui
Attorneys.

#3 When YoU Have Engaged In The Lifeplan™
Process. You Choose One Oe Tiie Following:

A Queen Size MyPii low* And Deluxe
Pillowcase

(B ttl Sleep Tver ora Stilt Meekl You decide |

B White Noise Sleep Mai iiim
IMINd wavet. hbblet. So Soothing!)

C. Electronic Metronome
ITick. Tick. Tick.., lather annoying actually.J

D. Si.eppytime* Herbal Tea

T B IQIiM.Mr n nfl

#4 Put Us To The “Peace Oe Mind/Good Night’s

Sleep" Test!
(Yes. these are all the genuine article; the real
McCoy! Accept No Substitutes!)

A. We will get right to work, drafting your
LifcPlan™ documents. You receive your review
LifePlan™ (usually email, but paper if you like).
Let’s go over them together. Everything just
right!

Your Temporary Opportunity For Free At Home Care

Emergency P.A.C.E. Rules Effective “Until Further Notice”

April 1lst Cut-O ff Rescinded!

Yes,WeTold YOUEast Week...
Now We \Rt liiiim. You Ai.aln!

Caring for your loved one at home? Wondering what
happens when the money is gone? Worried that your
loved one has a one-way ticket to the nursing home
if "something" happens lo you? Wanting a lifetime
solution? Wishing to fix it? Waiting... waiting for
what?

Now is the time The door is open. There is no free
lunch, you paid for this You do not have to go broke
You can make it better

It You Do Not Know What | Am laikim.
About...

You faithful readers arc probably bored hearing about
PACE all over again |apologize! But there arc new
readers with no idea what the heck PACE is Sorry!

Q1 1I(

DAVID L.

Il LAW

Your estate plan is meaningless. Your financial plan is
out the window Your lifetime of work and savings has
evaporated Middle class planning that fails is broken

Lei us be honest.

What if we faced the fact that you arc not the Great
Gatsby? That you do not have a couple million to
allocate to long-term care? That long-term care for
middle class people like us means Medicaid'.” Sooner
or later. Medicaid will be the solution. Four out of five
people in skilled nursing facilities arc on Medicaid
80V That is reality Thousands of families receive at-
home care through Medicaid That is also reality

Fix It: Tiie Middi e-CiassCan Win Ldng-Tikm
Care

Rccogm/e that long-term care is a reality for the

vast majority. Two-thirds of women, halfof men are
eventually institutionalized. Accept that Medicaid is
the way America pays for long term care

Anticipate. Plan to preserve your lifesav ings. For
yourself. For your spouse. For the next generation
The world needs you and your values. Dying in
poverty is no way to demonstrate success.

There are 3 goals of LifePlanmng™

ttl1  No Poverty You will not go broke. Your choices
will matter. Your family will succeed.

#2  No Handouts. You have paid into the system
with every paycheck, every IRA Required
Minimum Distribution, every tax payment You
are not looking for charity or a free nde. Only a
bit of fairness.

#3  No Waste. Your hard-camcd savings will not be
wasted on probate. Will not be thrown out the
window. Will not be intercepted by predators or
creditors. Your legacy will be of life well-lived.
And support for the next generation.

There is no problem with rich folks being rich or

planning that takes account of wealth. Good for them.

There is a big problem with advisors giving the same

advice to middle class workers and savers that they

give to those rich folks. Do not fall into this trap

Leant how. It is super easy Barely an inconvenience.

B. In the meantime, carefully note how your sleep
is improved by your choice of pillow, white
noise or lea. (Forget about that metronome it is

annoying.)

Atone ofour comfortable, homelike offices,
or such other place as may be convenient,
you create your LifePlan™ by signing a truly
impressive array ofdocuments

1% Calming waves of reliefand security wash over
you and your family.

E. Now compare!

Free At Home Care For Middle Class Taxpayers

So. without boring the regulars too much, if you don't
know what all the fiiss is about, go get last week's
paper Lots of detail

Old hat to the peanut gallery, but new to you. Go
check it out!

loo Wit it ro ExplainAgain, Let Me Sum | p;
| ot Need Help, Care IsToo Damn Expensive!

Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE)
is the answer

You or your loved one is safe at home, with family
support. But you need care. Maybe not a lot. but more
than a little Just enough to keep you at home. That is
where PACE comes in.

Compared to traditional, institutional care. PACE is a
bargain. Much less expense Meeting the need Not so
expensive. For the government PACE is free to you.

1'S (i

CARRIER, P.C.

I SIAI'l H ANNING A | 11)1 K| AW

T7__

Personal

(616) 361-8400

ttorney.

Portage

oolem.
)

(269) 350-2323

32

COVID Rules F.xpand Eligibility

Eligibility expanded for thousands more families.
Keep your life savings, cottage, farm, rental
properties, business. Poverty is no longer required
provided you follow the complex rules Care services
arc free. Keep your income. No co-pay. No doughnut
hole. No other contribution

Last year the Stale of Michigan said the special rules
. would expire in June Then the State of Michigan said
the COVID rules would expire in November Then
the State of Michigan said the emergency rules would
expire in April Getting dizzy yet?
Last week, the State of Michigan changed its mind
again Remember, these expanded rules have saved
thousands of middlc-class families like yours from
nursing home poverty Well, the State of Michigan

VOLUME 31, ISSUE 4.2

On your schedule Inthe comfort and safety of
your own home. In the comfort and safely ofone of
our workshop rooms. In the comfort and safety of
wherever you find comfort and safety.

Sending Ji Si Money To Tin Nt\ i Gineramon
Easy. Worthless.

Sending Mom v With VaiiisTo The Ntxt

Generation Difficult. Priceless.

Sixty minutes to personal control. Because you
earned it Avoid Nursing Home Poverty Thousands
of middle-class families have learned and use these
techniques Why not yours? Transmit your values
along with your stuff.

Got Questions? (.el Answers!

GET ANSWERS NOW... THE CALI THAT
CHANGES YOUR L.IFE...

COME TO AN IN-PERSON WORKSHOP...

LIAESTREAM ON-LINE AND GET ANSW F.KN
TO YOUR QUESTIONS

WHATEVER IT TAKES TO SERVE
1-800-317-2812

Know Somedni Who Needs Cari Now? Take

Action

What You Need To Do... Whili There IsShii
Time Under The COVID RutF.s

Get the straight story Telephone us now: 800-3IT-
2812. No need to prepare for the call Dial as you
are Very basic questions... you already know the
answers . Your loved one is counting on you. Do not
let them down. It is simple and free. Call 800-3IT-
2812. Your Discovery meeting and Analysis meeting
are waiting for you. Get it done.

do Mol Throw Away Thlt Opportunity~ Coll
Mow And I Mean Might Mow. Mot Thlt Atternoon.
Tomorrow or the Mext Pay How Long Po You
Think They WillLet People Uke Ut Pet Benefit*
C'mon Men SetReal!

Put UsTo The Test...

IGUARANTEE:

a. You will enjov peaceful si op unlike any other
ever before! / hope...

h Your LifePlan™ Peace of Mind will beat the
MyPillow*. white noise machine, metronome or
Slecpytimc* tea, hands down! For illrel

c. You will feel like a new person under the calm
invigoration ofyour LilePlan,M!

d Your friends will accuse you of plastic surgery
as deep lines of worry and anxiety fade quickly
away! Wow!

If your LifcPlan™ docs not “knit up the ravelled
sleeve of care" (as Shakespeare said), select a

different item Maybe that will do the trlek! Yerffy!

Oops, They Did It Again!

said that these very beneficial rules would remain in
effect. "UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE"!

Wiiat You Need To Do Now... Whim There Is
.Stii i TimcT'nder The COVID Rii.f.h

Get the straight story. Telephone us now : 800-317-
2812 No need to prepare for the call Dial as you

~arc Very basic questions... you already know the
itaswcrs  Your loved one is counting on you. Do not
let them.down. It js simple and free. Call 800-317-
2812. Your Discovery meeting and Analysis meeting
are wailing for you. Get it done

Po Mol Throw Away Thlt Opportunity. Call
Mow And IMean Might Mow Mot Thit Afternoon.
Tomorrow or the Mext Pay . Mow Long Po You
Think They Will Let People Like Ut Pet Benefit*.

C'mon Man PetMeal!

ATTORNEY

David L.Carrier

38 Years Practicing Law
BA. Notre Dame; JD, Boston university Law
Master of Laws, Tax, Georgetown University Law
Captain, US Army, JAGC (Veteran)

No
11,S

(616) 361-8400

ran

NAELA  (*)
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(616) 796-9600
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Continued from Page 1A

Mudzwova said “l remember hearing
the airplane. It was really loud.”

They were accustomed to small
planes flying overhead since they lived
in a subdivision near the Oakland/
Southwest Airport, However, this vol-
ume caused Mudzwova to turn to her
husband, who was sitting to her left.

“There was a big boom," she con-
tinued. “A split second later, it was like
our dining room exploded into the kitch-
en. Lknew that a plane had crashed, but
lthought it had justcrashed in our back-
yard and exploded the windows into the
house.”

They escaped through a sliding door
that led to their back yard. Pride Mudz-
wova returned briefly to grab the extin-
guisher under the kitchen sink to put
out the giant flames.

Then he obeyed his wife's orders to
abandon their home. A small Piper
plane was sticking out of the house.

The plane exploded more than once.

Neighbors removed the children from
the horrific nightmare.

Firefighters swarmed their property
to douse the fire.

In time, Pride and Danielle Mudzwo-
va would learn the plane crash killed a
family: David Compo, his wile Michele
and their son Dawson. They were re-
turning from Georgia.

“l wasnt expecting it to be an entire
family. That was really hard,” Danielle
Mudzwova, a labor and delivery nurse
for The University of Michigan, said.
“The first initial thought once we were
out was, ‘I know that there is somebody
in that plane that is dying right in front
of our eyes.’

“The whole halfofthe house was en-
gulfed within seconds. There was no
way for anybody to even get close to the
house, let alone help them.”

She and her husband walked through
the wreckage oftheir home that night. It
looked like a volcano exploded. Fire-
fighters would remind Danielle Mudz-
wova that the belongings she consid-
ered taking, like a hairbrush, were
health risks because of their smoke
damage.

Pictures were gone. Heirlooms were
destroyed. Baby stuff, their cat, memen-
toes of their family vacations ... gone.

The plane’s explosions and resulting

I O & EMEDIA
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A plane crashed into the Mudzwova family’s Lyon Township home Jan. 2. courtesy of lyon township fire department

fire had gobbled up half of the house,
leaving the remnants clear for cold win-
ter air.

“It was gone. That side ofthe house is
just totally disintegrated almost,” Dan-
ielle Mudzwova said. “The other side of
the house is covered with athick layer of
just black ash and smoke. Everything
that could melt is melted. It was so hot,
even ifitdidn’t burn, it melted. It was a
really hot, fast fire.”

Life goes on

There were things to do, insurance
agents to take through the home and
therapy to seek .considering the threat
that the family survived.

They rented a home in Novi. Three
months later, the family has adjusted.

They still miss their home where
Pride Mudzwova had a built a sound-
proof basement studio for producing

U

| believe my staff

would say I’'m an ally,
problem solver, good
listener and teacher.

“ llike that!

Abby Ruiz,
Retention Specialist,
The Arizona Republic

Abby is one of Gannett's emerging leaders and we invite
you to become another! Gannett has over 250 locations
nationwide with a variety of packaging and production
roles that accommodate many of the transferable skill sets

that you may already have.

Our most precious resource is our diverse workforce -
people of all backgrounds, cultures and skills. That’s vyhy
we've partnered with the Urban League and NAACP to help
us identify strong candidates who are looking to grow into
a leadership role within Gannett.

“ Working for Gannett has helped me to develop
new skills and has built me to become a better

version of myself. My leadership team saw

potential and took a risk offering me this new role.

They continue to guide me to become the best
leader I could be and for that, Ilove myjob.*’

Full-time and part-time positions are available.

Contact Sydney Vernon, Sr. Manager/Talent Acquisition
(3914-694-5335 or e-mail: svernon@gannett.com

For more, visit Gannett.com
Gannett. Be inspired to set your sights...higher!

GANNETT

music and studying for a doctorate de-
gree in nurse anesthesia.

His wife misses their back yard
where the family grew vegetables, in-
cluding corn. Seraphina liked to visit the
garden, munching on spinach, carrots
or green beans.

Of course, the children miss their
friends. They’'ve made new ones and
have filled hours by running back and
forth from yard to yard, smiling and
laughing as they navigate an obstacle
course of playsets and trampolines.

Their trauma comes to the fore when
they talk about the crash, which is often
enough to concern their parents.

Nyasha tends to tell people his house
is broken and his daddy will fix it Ser-
aphina watched her home burn from a
neighbor’s window and likes to revisit
with her mother the smoke, colors,

See FAMILY, Page 7A

The Mudzwova family, submitted

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!

GO RHINO!

IT S NOT PAINT

IT SBETTER

Ceramic based coating that

Pre-Season Special

Book Now and Save!
(Expires 4/30/21)

won’'t chip, crack, or peel
with a 25 year warranty.

Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate!

/34 386-0891

Free Estimate

No Hassle Consultation

Outdoor Painting Only


mailto:svernon@gannett.com
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Continued from Page 6A

noises and other details from the day
that changed their lives.

Danielle Mudzwova said she imag-
ines worst-case scenarios - like what
would have happened if the children
were in another room when the plane
crashed or ifshe had gone back inside to
get the cat.

“I've definitely been feeling a lot more
anxious,” she said. "lI've had several
panic attacks It’s getting easier. (But)
it’s a struggle.”

Rebuilding

The Mudzwovas moved into their Da-
kota Drive home around the time they
married.

It was a nice house in good condition
and not too far from where they worked.
Their children, the couple knew, would
attend good South Lyon schools.

While the residence wasnt their for-
ever home, they could remain comfort
able there for quite some time.

Then the decades-old plane crashed.
In a preliminary report, the National
Transportation Safety Board cited some
key decisions and lack of training as
possible causes.

Their Dakota Drive neighborhood
and their response to the fire inspired
the Mudzwovas to consider building a
new home on top of their foundation.

“l feel like, before we even talked
about it, we kind of just knew that we
wanted to rebuild there,” Danielle
Mudzwova said. "Our neighbors are our
best friends. More than just our imme-
diate neighbors...The whole neighbor-
hood just came together and just sup-
ported us so much and still are to this
day.

"l cant really imagine not rebuilding
there right now.”

She and her husband have already
talked to a builder and architect. They
want heavy equipment to tear down
their non-salvageable house this sum-
mer.

They hope to move into their restored
home in a year or two. Ifthey move dur-
ing the school year, Seraphina wont
have to switch schools or make new
friends again.

Danielle Mudzwova said the plane struck the ground in her neighbor’s yard before smashing against her family’s home on Insurance is supposed to cover the
Dakota Drive in Lyon Township in January. All three people on the plane were killed in the crash, submitted reconstruction costs.

FCRYQJ

[Inny I mil £ Ih«' sport%nit'di* ine tr.tm tli.it ht'.its the whole Athiete from SUfitety to

i .mlloloKV. luitrltion to perfotm.iiu r «omlitloniog, sports p*yi hology to bMin health,
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Catholic Central grad Is deputy

press secretary for White

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Chris Meagher enjoys understanding
how things work. Even as a kid, he en-
joyed reading through the daily news.

“I've always liked the behind-the-
scenes stuff and how the sausage is
made," he said. “l grew up a big sports
fan and always liked the locker room in-
terviews after the game.”

The interest led him to pursue a ca-
reer in journalism and later in the politi-
cal arena.

Meagher, who grew up in Livoniaand
graduated from Detroit Catholic Central
in Novi, worked for prominent Demo-
crats including Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
and U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Pete Buttigieg in his career. Now, he
works in U.S. President Joe Biden’s
White House as a deputy press secre-
tary. He replaced TJ Ducklo. who re-
signed following allegations that he
threatened a reporter.

“It's obviously a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity,” Meagher said. “You kind
of just realize every day when you’re
walking into the office how special it is
and how important it is. You’re working
on projects that are going to affect peo-
ple’s lives.”

Meagher has been on the job for
about two weeks and said his work in-
cludes prepping White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki for her daily press
briefings and answering a lot of ques-
tions.

“A big part of the job is just talking
with reporters and answering their
questions,” he said. “My office is right
off the briefing room, so reporters have
access to my office. They can just kind of
walk to it, come in the door and ask
whatever they want to ask.”

Meagher’s work in politics has most-
ly meant working with the press after
having spent a few years as a local re-
porter himself. He said handling com-
munications for Whitmer in the spring
0f 2020 felt especially meaningful.

“It was really cool to see her up close
and see how much she cares about her

OUSE

Chr’s Meagher, right, who now works as White House deputy press secretary, talks with U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg during Buttigieg's presidential campaign, courtesy oe chris meagher

state, which also happens to be my
home state,” he said. “It was pretty cool
to work for my home state governor.”

Before working for Buttigieg as a
spokesman in his secretary role,
Meagher was the national press secre-
tary for his presidential campaign,
which ended in March 2020. He said
working on the campaign trail was the
experience of a lifetime, and he loved
meeting people from across the country.
At the end of the day, he enjoys seeing
government do what he says it’s sup-
posed to: Help people.

“As you can imagine, rural Montana
is very different from Chicago and the
issues they care about, the needs their
communities just look a lot different,”
he said. "l think Pete and his candidacy
meant a lot to a lot of people who finally
felt like they were being heard. It was
cool to see people respond to his mes-
sage.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersletSihometownlife.com or
248-305-0148. Follow her on Twitter
@shelby_tankk.

“My office is right off the
briefing room, so reporters
have access to my office.
They can just kind of walk to
it, come in the door and ask
whatever they want to ask.”

Chris Meagher

White House deputy press secretary

Oakland County animal shelter passes test

National expert gives high marks following assessment

Bill Laitner petroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

When Oakland County’s new animal
shelter opened in 2017, officials said it
was an old concept that learned new
tricks.

Calling it state of the art, they said
the $15.5 million building would fix all of
the old shelter’s shortcomings. Former
county executive L Brooks Patterson
said it would make Oakland County a
leader in animal sheltering and adop-
tion.

Yet, critics soon began finding fault
with the new shelter and its adoption
program. On Wednesday, a nationally
prominent expert on animal shelters
deflected much of the criticism after
conducting a detailed assessment ofthe
the shelter, which sits in the middle of
Michigan’s most affluent county.

Veterinarian Dr. Sara Pizano gave an
hour-long public presentation of her
findings in Oakland County, combined
with her views of “best shelter prac-
tices” from nationwide studies. Pizano
was hired last year by the'Oakland
County Board of Commissioners to as-
sess the shelter’s performance.

“Amazing work!” Pizano said, when
citing the Oakland County shelter’s

2020 statistic for the vital "save rate” —

the percentage of animals brought in
that are not euthanized Oakland Coun-
ty “hit that magical 90%, so congratula-
tions,” Dr. Pizano said. The national av-
erage is 79%, she said.

She also had words of praise for the
county’s plan this spring to launch what
the shelter industry calls a "community
cat program,” spa/ing most wild cats
from euthanasia by returning them to
where they were found, after spaying or
neutering them The tactic “stops the
population explosion” of wild felines in
a given area while vastly reducing the
number of strays that shelters tradition-
ally have destroyed, she said.

The main problem with Oakland
County’s shelter is that it’s understaffed
“and now facing a 4% budget cut,” Piza-
no said.

Pizano’s report will let county offi-
cials revisit how the shelter is staffed
and budgeted, County Board Vice Chair

4.. we know we can get
better. We’ve already
implemented several of her
suggestions.”

Bob Gatt, manager of the Oakland County’s
shelter and Oakland County Animal Control

Marcia Gershenson said, in an inter-
view Monday. Gershenson chairs a sub-
committee that oversees the Oakland
County Animal Shelter and Pet Adop-
tion Center.

“We clearly will need more staff,” she
said, in atext following the online meet-
ing.
Pizano studied statistics from Oak-
land County and the many communities
that send animals to the county shelter,
then spent last week visiting the shelter,
said Bob Gatt, manager of the shelter
and Oakland County Animal Control.

“I’'m very proud ofthe committed and
compassionate people that work and
volunteer with us. Having said that, we
know we can get better,” Gatt said
Wednesday, after watching Pizano’
presentation.

"We've already implemented several
of her suggestions,” he said.

In 2017, when officials cut the ribbon
on the facility that’s just east of Tele-
graph Road and south of M-59, they
touted its design as ideal. The building
put significant distance and sound in-
sulation between dogs and cats be-
cause, designers said, research had
shown that felines suffer stress just
from hearing dogs bark

In addition, the new shelter had
space to hold many more animals than
the old facility, and its central location
in the county would be far more conve-
nient to most residents and to the many
volunteers who walk the shelter’s dogs.
Most important, the new shelter had the
resources to bring Oakland’s euthana-
sia rate as close as possible to the “no-
kill” ideal touted by animal-welfare
groups

With those bragging rights, officials
said they thought the new shelter, built
on Oakland County’s campus at the

This photo from Jan. 3, 2020, shows a volunteer walking a dog outside the
Oakland County Animal Shelter in Pontiac. The shelter received high marks for

its “save rate” of animals, bill laitner/dfp

northwest edge of Pontiac, would put an
end to the stream of complaints they’d
heard for years about the county's old
animal shelter.

But when critics continued to voice
concerns, Gershenson, D-Bloomfield
Township, said she and other commis-
sioners wanted outside expertise to
help them answer a nagging question:
Was Oakland County’sanimal shelter as
bad as the critics were saying? Gershen-
son said Oakland County commis-
sioned Pizano and her nationally promi-
nent consulting firm, Team Shelter USA,
to evaluate Oakland’s facility.

Pizano has conducted more than 100
assessments of animal-control prac-
tices, according to the Team Shelter
USA website More than 50 people

signed up in advance to view her pres-
entation to Oakland County, county of-
ficials said.

Debbie Schutt, founder and chair of
the nonprofit Michigan Pet Alliance, has
long been a critic of many shelters in
Michigan, including Oakland County’s.
Schutt said she had a high regard for Pi-
zano and hoped that her report would
spur the county to hire more staff.

“It shouldnt just be clean the kennels
and feed them. You need someone to
analyze each animal’s behavior and de-
vise a plan ofaction,” Schutt said before
the presentation

She added: “I'm thrilled that the
board and Marcia (Gershenson) have
taken the lead and want to find out what
are best practices.”



(nnnr) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM | THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021

Al’.M >

Gourmet Market & Catering

Fresh e Local * Natural

Our produce is hand-selected, so you
get the freshest and finest fruits and

vegetables available, throughout the year!

We've made it easier for you to shop curbside online.
We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and
Android. Search Joe’s Produce on your app of choice.

306w SerenMileR] Uvoria M 4152 Sale Valid 04/14/21 04/20/21
. 2484774333 While Supplies Last « Prices sudiect to.change.
STOSEHOLRS non sa-t» 8slun t-l Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter In the Area!
At %45
Fresh. Local « Natural / u W I N E
MEAT CELLAR

|11SDAPr&nium
ChoceAg s
RotatiN\se

BenSeap

Slil6/20CT
m$999 pkg

2484774311*"
Hours 9am-6pm
Monday: Closed

Made from Scratch

EZRd J1inp

fc, ttwcknn Tim Mm R nt Displays

HISDARemum  §f£ UDARemum
ChoceAgs Choee
TBeSeK
$]_2_&|b %%Ib/ miunci

Cabernet &Merlot

$12.99

Meiomi
PinotNoir

$18.99

Biressto@
S fecRutieVeM
AxdeChent BaonBasil arBailieNaih

$H491b

SEAFOOD
CarSen Fresh
Coded3mnp  TilgoaHllets
16/20CT $799 Ib
$11.99pkg
Wild Caught Fresh Wild

Sm%e nmn \Whigih
It Alles Rllets
\ $18.991b $10.99 Ib

Fresh
Black Pearl

BarJans JHlEW  YmoFlles
$1.99 ea $4.49 ea  $15.99 Ib

Sranay

Tuas

$2.49

9A



10A | THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021 | O & E MEDIA (nnnr)

Joe’s Produce
Gourmet Market & Catering

A ur Proc*uce *s band-selected, so you
Gourmet Market get the freshest and finest fruits and :
Fresh e Local «Natural vegetables available, throughout the year!

We've made it easier for you to shop curbside online.

(P w pijoti*Pioelw * 0 nline.|*hop.Joo*produc*.com | We now have mobile apps for your convenience on iOS and
Android. Search Joe's Produce on your app of choice.

" Joe'sGourmet' O - 33152 W Seven Mile Roed, Livonia, M 48152
Catering &Events \ 248477.4333
N ;‘_"”"95- V:tOV_“l”S-t_ Sale Valid 4-14-21 thru 4-20-21
gradua ion*. cocktai parties,
picnic 2 0r mtrtings... NDN‘SAT 9‘8. SUN 9‘7
whateveryour event!
Visityus at:
«»s kmsouriuetcairriiigcom
or e knot PRODUCE CELEBRATE THE AMAZING WOMEN IN YOUR LIFE WITH
C di ? TFIXdH vejr-*, L)oil SnejcLcJL, w
E anﬁa lan | @nont dot!™*, (fourme£ Vflartmt <uug Calerin”.
MOTHER'S OAY IS SUNDAY MAY 9,2021
toe."*. Oven. (Ready Ctiutk. Oven (Ready.
£?e«| Tenderloin.
Dinner
FeaWSdad,.  V doel* Synalune.Su

D uAerti tty. 'doe!*.

»
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY ¢

WEDNESDAY MAY 5,2021

Visit shop.jocsproducc.cotn. to place your order today!

DELI IMEAT/&1
SEAFOOQOD

mSair'Si.00

Contactless
Curbside Plcfe Up
and Home DcUucry
Arc Available

OO0

Visitihop*otsprtNiuoi.colLn
to place gout order today!

GROCERY Ho

BeInth*a RN f
Sunfiower

a BExtraVirgin $298

OIN8III Blind Sareill

Mkedl's

Havored Potato Chips

PASTRY

248-477-431
Hours 9am-6pm
Monday: Closed
Made from Scratch

WINE CELLAR

Check Out The NewRash Displays
JoshLogacy  Vanderpump Domalne Bousguet
Caberneti Medoi Rnea Cabernet™ Bailee

$1299  $18.99 $10.99



Observer & Eccentric Media

iThursday, april is, 2021 lib

SPORTS

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

(nnnri

USATODAY SPORTS
Integrity
Is the Difference

ONIINI COUPONS

QUALITY VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE

248-349-5115

807 Doheny Dr. Norttivilte, MI 46167

www.davisautocare.com

Stevenson keeps championship mentality

Colin Gay Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Heading into her first doubleheader
ofthe 2021 season —Livonia Stevenson
softball’s first game in 690 days —Grace
Ozog was nervous.

The senior had experience on the
team before, playing with the Spartans

as a sophomore. But the first-game jit-
ters had returned, even though she and
returners from the 2019 roster had an
idea of what they were getting into.

Once she took the field, though, Ozog
said it started to feel normal again.

“We were playing as a team, which 1
havent felt in so long," Ozog said.

With that normalcy, with that com-

Mayla Ham brings the ball upcourt for the Zebras, jonn neider/hometowntife com

Wayne Memorial collapses in state semis

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

With 2:39 left in the Division 1state
semifinal, Wayne Memorial head coach
Jarvis Mitchell took a timeout, holding
onto a seven-point lead. At the end of
the allotted time on the bench, the play-
ers broke the circle with one word: Fin-
ish.

Instead, the Zebras (17-3) crumbled,
allowing their lead to evaporate and the
Phoenix (13-4) to rise from the ashes of
the third quarter, leading to a 75-72 win
in the state semifinal at the Breslin Cen-
ter in Lansing.

Renaissance turned to its bread-and-
butter —its press defense —in the final
moments, using steal after steal to
evaporate its deficit to tie the game at 69

fortability on the softball field came an
offensive onslaught in the season-
opening doubleheader, as Stevenson
won both of its first two games against
city rival Livonia Churchill, 12-2 and 16-1,
in a combined eight innings of play.

The Spartans combined for 28 runs
on 24 hits and seven walks.

“Once we got our foot down, we just

with a 3 by senior Kailee Davis.

Four free-throw makes later —some-
thing that wasn't given for a Renais-
sance team that hit only 24-0f-46 from
the line in the game —the Phoenix took
a four-point lead heading into the final
seconds, which was cut to one quickly
after a bank 3 by Wayne Memorial sen-
ior Lachelle Austin.

Aftertwo more makes at the line, Da-

started to find the center of the ball,"
Stevenson head coach Kevin Hannigan
said. “They were relaxed They were
nervous —we had a big crowd here to-
day, which is great. Once the nerves
kind of settled down, we were able to
grip it and rip it.”

See STEVENSON, Page 3B

vis did not settle and give the Zebras an-
other chance at a 3, which ended both
the second and third quarters, switch-
ing momentum from Renaissance to
Wayne Memorial.

Instead, the Renaissance senior
stepped up, recording a steal and pos-
session with 7.3 seconds to go in the

Sea WAYNE, Page 4B

Meyers, Taylor represent South Lyoll wrestling at states

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Heading into the Michigan high
school wrestling individual state finals,
South Lyon head coach Zag Makowski
expected more members of his team to
make the trip to Kalamazoo.

But after a season ravaged by CO-
VID-19 and uncertainty, he only had

two: freshman Aidan Meyers at 103 and
senior Gus Taylor at 285.

Both wrestlers came with no experi-
ence at the state finals, but were at op-
posite points oftheir high school career.
Taylor’s was ending after it had just
started.

He joined the team as a junior as an
offseason workout to stay fit for football.
Meyers was just beginning, coming in as

a highly-touted freshman from the
youth wrestling ranks.

While both had expectations for suc-
cess, both also experienced something
not many in the school’s history had a
chance to do: represent South Lyon on
the wrestling mat.

“It's honestly kind of an honor,"” Tay-
lor said. “It’s kind of sweet to keep the
school on my back.”

Just the start

Wrestling was not a family tradition
for Meyers, but he did start young: being
introduced to the sport in kindergarten
by neighbors, inviting him to a few
Michigan Matcats practices.

From the moment he stepped on the

See WRESTLING, Page 5B
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Livonia Franklin tennis wins season opener

After the cancellation of the 2020
spring sports season, the Livonia Frank-
lin girls tennis team hadnt played a
match in 691 days. The Patriots returned
to the courts Wednesday, beating Far-
mington, 5-4.

All five Franklin doubles flights
pulled out victories, while Farmington
won all four singles flights in straight
sets.

Singles

No. 1- Katie Miller, Farmington High
School defeated Katie Callaghan, Livo-
nia Franklin, 6-4,6-1

No. 2 - Mary Blossom, Farmington
High School defeated Sandreea Cueva,
Livonia Franklin, 6-1, 6-3

No. 3 - Scarlet Richter, Farmington
High School defeated Gabbie McCoy, Li-
vonia Franklin, 6-0, 6-1

No. 4 - Kareena Nyalakonda, Far-
mington High School defeated Celing Li,
Livonia Franklin, 6-0 , 6-4

Doubles

No. 1- Kelly Engler, Livonia Franklin
Marissa Muller, Livonia Franklin de-
feated Lilly Schwalm, Farmington High
School - Sarah Chappell, Farmington

m m* "t e

The Livonia Franklin girls tennis team opened the 2021 season with awin against Farmington, courtesy of tom muller

High School, 7-6 (5), 6-1

No. 2 - Daphne Millross, Livonia
Franklin - Brittney Winn, Livonia
Franklin defeated Isabel Watson, Far-
mington High School - Nicole Waun,
Farmington High School, 6-3 , 6-0

No. 3 - Jade Fabian, Livonia Franklin

- Kate Montie, Livonia Franklin defeat-
ed Grace O’Connor, Farmington High
School - Laxmi Shankar,Farmington
High School, 6-0 , 6-2

No. 4 - Jasmine Dumitru , Livonia
Franklin - Cypress Burns, Livonia
Franklin defeated Dhara Patel, Far-

Mercy hoops player reflects on four-year career

Colin Gay Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Basketball was not in Alexis Roberts’
family growing up. Her father swam and
played tennis while her mother played
volleyball.

But basketball was one of the first
sports Roberts tried, and she quickly
found a love forthe game, beginning her
career as a point guard with the Michi-
gan Monarchs travel team in fourth
grade.

“As a kid, my dad would always say...
Alexis, you're the floor general,” Rob-
erts said. ““You have to know where ev-
erybody else is and you have to know
what everyone is supposed to do.’

“Having that responsibility at such a
young age kind of prepared me for the
next level and beyond.”

Over the past four years, Roberts
bloomed into the floor general for Mercy
basketball, serving as the team’ start-
ing point guard for the past three sea-
sons after fluctuating in and out of the
starting lineup as a freshman for a sen-
ior-heavy 2017-18 team.

In four years, Roberts and the rest of
the Marlins have won 70 games and
three consecutive district titles.

Mercy head coach Gary Morris
knows how tough it is to play point
guard, yet has high expectations for
whoever is in the role.

"You are kind of, generally speaking,
the coach on the floor,” he said. “The
basketball is going to be in your hands
quite often, and you have to make the
right decisions with the basketball in
terms of when to go fast, when to go
slow, when to look for your shot, when
to think pass first.”

When Morris first met Roberts before
her freshman year, he noticed her matu-
rity. Putting her on the varsity roster
from the moment she stepped onto
campus, Roberts learned from senior
point guard Jenna Schluter, starting at

GIRLS BASKETBALL PLAYOFF

Regionals

Division 1

Regional 5 — Northville

Final

Wayne Memorial (16-2) 68, Saline (18-2)
60

Semifinal

Wayne Memorial (15-2) 51, Plymouth
(12-8) 27

Regional 7 — Detroit Renaissance
Final

Detroit Renaissance (11-4) 48, Mercy
(15-4) 34

Semifinal

Mercy (15-3) 66, Groves (9-9) 14
Regional 2 — Holly

Final

Hartland (20-0) 51, Marian (13-6) 34
Semifinal

Hartland (18-0) 69, Lakeland (11-7) 31
Marian (13-5) 63, Clarkston (15-4) 50
Division 2

Regional 15 — Livonia Clarenceville
Final

Detroit Country Day (13-2) 76, East-
pointe (10-7) 27

Semifinal

Detroit Country Day (12-2) 55, Warren
Regina (3-10) 37

Marian forward Sarah Sylvester tries to
drive past Mercy guard Alexis Roberts.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIALTO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

times next to her at shooting guard, but
scrimmaging against her at point guard
in practices.

For Roberts, it took some time to find
her role with the team, but when she
came into the gym for her sophomore
season she knew she wanted to be more
of a leader for the group.

As a junior, the responsibility height-
ened as Morris challenged his point
guard to take charge and be an anchor
for the offense, the centerpiece to the
team’s success.

“If they can't stop you, we won't be
stopped,” Roberts remembers her head
coach telling her.

Roberts” career has an advantage
that many other players do not have: to
grow her basketball game with many of
the same teammates around.

"Not everybody has the opportunity
to play with the same girls for three or
four years,” Roberts said. “l think that
gave my class an advantage almost be-
cause we got to learn about each other:
our strengths, our weaknesses, what
are our better parts on the floor, learning

SCOREBOARD

Districts *
Division 1

District 20 — Livonia Franklin

First round

Livonia Franklin (6-10) 57, Garden City
(5-10) 28

District semifinal

Wayne Memorial (13-1) 68, Redford
Thurston (6-5) 17

John Glenn (8-7) 45, Livonia Franklin
(6-11) 44

District final

Wayne Memorial (14-1) 65, John Glenn
(8-8) 46

District 19 — Plymouth

First round

Northville (7-10) 50, Livonia Churchill
(1-15) 25

District semifinal

Plymouth (11-7) 62, Salem (2-15) 54
Canton (6-10) 39, Northville (7-11) 31
District final

Plymouth (12-7) 44, Canton (6-11) 33
District 17 — Ann Arbor Skyline

First round

South Lyon (7-6) 41, Ann Arbor Skyline
(2-14) 33

District semifinal

South Lyon East (12-6) 58, South Lyon

when to pass, when we dont.

"It’s brought us together off the
court because we have grown this
wonderful bond on the court.”

Even while the Marlins played with-
out senior Julia Bishop forthe majority
of the 2021 season — a forward who
Roberts said is destined to record a
double-double each time she steps on
the floor —that experience showed on
the court. After losing three of its first
five games, Mercy won 13-straight
games before losing to Detroit Renais-
sance in the regional semifinal.

Roberts never expected for Mercy’s
season to end in any place except the
state final. To her, the ending was
abrupt. Each ofthe seniors were inawe
and in tears on the bench as the real-
ization came to each of them.

“ldon’t think it really hit me until |
got subbed out at the end and | was
like, Wow, this is it,”” Roberts said. “I
watched the clock go down and
thoughtthat this is my last high school
basketball game.”

Roberts’basketball career isn’t over.
She knows she will be playing basket-
ball somewhere next season, despite
not knowing where.

But after playing with a team for
four seasons, with many of the same
teammates, Roberts is just thankful,
imploring her younger teammates to
never take a game, a practice oratime
with their teammates for granted.

Morris knows Roberts and the rest
of the senior class have left more than
that one lesson through their play over
the past four years.

“Ifanybody saw us play, all seven of
our seniors... they get on the floor, they
are going to compete,” Morris said. “I
think that might be the legacy that
Alexis and the seniors leave for our
program is the importance of... and it
sounds simple to go out and compete,
but it’s something you don't have hap-
pen every year.”

(7-7) 31 . -

District final

Brighton (15-3) 43, South Lyon East
(12-7)38 -
District 26 — Royal Oak

First round

Seaholm (5-11) 47, Royal Oak (8-7) 35
District semifinal

Groves (8-8) 48, Southfield Arts and
Technology (1-12) 44

Berkley (11-5) 49, Seaholm (5-12) 40
District final

Groves (9-8) 54, Berkley (11-6) 44
District 25 — Novi

First round

North Farmington (5-9) 48, Livonia
Stevenson (6-12) 47

District semifinal

Mercy (13-3) 55, Novi (4-13) 38

North Farmington (6-9) 47, Farmington
(9-5) 41

District final

Mercy (14-3) 56, North Farmington
(6-10) 32

District 7 — Walled Lake Northern
First round

Milford (8-6) 33, Walled Lake Western
(3-11) 13

District semifinal

Lakeland (10-6) 30, Walled Lake Central

mington High School - Farah Shakir,
Farmington High School, 6-1, 4-6 , 6-3

No. 5 - Leeda Gharibi, Livonia Frank-
lin - Katie Thiele, Livonia Franklin de-
feated Sophia Buatti, Farmington High
School - Stuti Goel, Farmington High
School, 6-1,6-3

Euro Stars
gymnasts
advance to
regional finals

Euro Stars Gymnastics’ Ella Che-
motti, Nikki Smith and Sophia Reddy
took athree-gymnastteam and turned
it into a state title.

The team finished in first place at
the Level 10 state finals March 28The
trio will travel to Cincinnati, OH April
15-16 to participate in the Region 5 fi-
nals, competing against gymnasts
from Ohio, Indiana, Hllinois, Kentucky
and Michigan.

Ifthe team qualifies at regionals, it
will compete in nationals at Daytona,
FL.

The minimum amount of gymnasts
that can qualify as a team is three.

Chemotti, a senior at Canton, is
committed to Eastern Michigan on an
athletic scholarship.

Smith, a junior at North Farming-
ton, is committed to Michigan State on
a full athletic scholarship.

Reddy is a sophomore at Northville,
and has not yet decided on a college.

Ella Chemotti, Nikki Smith and Sophia
Reddy celebrate their first-place
finish at the 2021 Level 10 state finals
for EuroStars Gymnastics.

COURTESY OF JIM REDDY

(9-3)13 . .

Walled Lake Northern (10-4739, Milford
(8-7) 31 ' '

District final %

Lakeland (11-6) 52, Walled Lake North-
ern (10-5) 34

District 6 — Waterford Mott

First round

Avondale (2-10) 55, Bloomfield Hills
(2-11) 53; OT

District semifinal

Marian (11-5) 73, Avondale (2-11) 21
District final

Marian (12-5) 59, Waterford Mott (1-12)
10

Division 2

District 57 — Wixom St. Catherine
District semifinal

Wixom St. Catherine (10-7) 46, Livonia
Clarenceville (6-7) 24

District final

Detroit Country Day (11-2) 51, Wixom
St. Catherine (10-8)

Division 4
District 122 -
Baptist
District final
Allen Park Inter-City Baptist (7-5) 45,
Plymouth Christian Academy (10-4) 32

Allen Park Inter-City
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Stevenson senior Alisyn Collins started game two for the Spartans against city rival Churchill, colin gay/hometownlife com

Stevenson

Continued from Page 1B

However, Hannigan was not relaxed
in the hours leading up to first pitch. He
instead was nervous, not knowing if his
team would get an opportunity to touch
the field.

In a press conference Friday, Michi-
gan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer recom-
mended that all organized youth sports
would be halted for the next two weeks
to help decrease the spread of COVID-19.
Hannigan didnt know ifthe start ofthe
season would be able to be played as
scheduled, texting his captains to wait
for him to tell them if the season would
be able to begin.

The Spartans got the go-ahead, with
Livonia Public Schools following the
lead of many other area school districts
in the area: to continue spring sports
with their weekly antigen COVID-19
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

It's AIl A b o ut Tru?"t
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testing protocols and mask wearing.

But with almost losing the start ofthe
2021 season, Hannigan’s approach to
the first game was only heightened.

“Every game, every practice, try and
act like it’s the championship game,”
Hannigan said. “We might not be able to
play again, we dont know. But right
now, (it’s) Opening Day, and we took it
like a championship game.

In game one, the offensive barrage
started early, scoring three runs in the
first inning off five hits, including three
triples by shortstop Kaitlin Trantham,
Janie West and Alisyn Collins.

But after senior starter Sophie Bater
allowed a two-run home run by Chur-
chill center fielder Paige Proudlock in
the top of the fourth inning, the Spar-
tans offense roared for eight more runs
on eight hits and two errors, ending the
game after four innings.

The offensive success continued into
the second game, as Stevenson opened
the game with 12-straight baserunners,
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chasing Proudlock, Churchill's starting
pitcher, out of the game before she was
able to record a single out.

Stevenson finished the second game
with 16 runs on 1l hits and seven walks.

“We’ve been hitting great at practice
and great in the offseason,” Ozog said,
who got on base in each of her eight at-
bats with five hits, four runs and two
RBI. "I'm honestly not surprised about
the numbers. I'm just glad we kept the
energy going in both games. We didn*
die down at all.”

Stevenson third baseman Mckenzie
Cook finished the game with five hits in
six at-bats, scoring two runs and four
RBI on four singles and a double.

Collins added an RBI triple and an
RBI single in game one, along with a
two-RBI double in game two. Starting
game two on the mound, the senior re-
corded three hitless innings, striking
out two.

"I think we played just as hard today
as we did at practice,” Collins said. “It’s

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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just become a habit for us to go 100% ev-
ery single time, and I think that's just
showing off.”

Ozog doesn’t know what’s next for
Stevenson or how many games the
Spartans will be able to play in 2021. She
just knows that when the team had the
opportunity to play, Stevenson showed
up.

“I'm just grateful we actually got a
game,” Ozog said. "And with a score like
that, who can be disappointed in that?"

Along with it being the first game of
the season, Stevenson and Churchill
teamed up to raise money for Sean De-
witt, Hannigan's cousin who isa sopho-
more basketball player at U-D Jesuit,
who was diagnosed with T-Cell Lym-
phoma. Those in attendance were able
to raise more than $5,000 for Dewitt and
his family.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay(S>hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-
Gayl7.
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Wayne

Continued from Page IB

game to secure the victory.

“It was just about not giving up,” Da-
vis said. “l believed in my teammates
and they believed in me. Once they told
me to go, | just wanted to win it for
them™"

After recording eight turnovers in
each of the first three quarters, Wayne
Memorial turned the ball over 12 times
in the final eight minutes, allowing for a
Renaissance comeback and, according
to Mitchell, achance forthe crowd to see
who wanted to advance more.

“Top to bottom, she absolutely willed
them to win,” Mitchell said of Dauvis.
"Phenomenal. We tried to make her
work as much as possible, but atthe end
of the day, when a kid is resilient and
they want to win... Idon’t think itwasn’t
that my kids didn’t want to win. I think
she wanted to win a little bit more.”

Wayne Memorial finished the game
with 36 turnovers.

Mitchell knew the final moments
came down to resiliency. He saw it in his
own team earlier in the game.

Trailing by eight late in the second
quarter, Wayne Memorial used a 70
run, capped offby buzzer 3 by Austin, to
go into halftime trailing by one. The mo-
mentum continued into the third quar-
ter as Austin and senior forward Alanna
Micheaux led the Zebras on a 7-5 run
that gave them their first lead with 4:58
left in the third quarter.

At that point, the Phoenix began to
collapse, missing nine of its next 12 at-
tempts from the free-throw line, send-
ing junior Shannon Wheeler to the
bench due to foul trouble and Micheaux
taking over inside the paint, using sim-
ple layups to increase Wayne Memori-
al’s lead to as many as llwith 7:46 left in
the game.

But Mitchell saw an opponent that
never let up in the fourth quarter, chip-
ping away, turnover after turnover, to
switch momentum and silence the
Wayne Memorial faithful.

“It’s organized chaos,” Renaissance
head coach Shane Lawal said of his
team’s approach. “Ithink to certain peo-
ple, they are like, ‘it’s kind of sloppy.’
Yeah, that’s cool, but we believe we can
play at that speed better than you can
play at that speed. If we play at that
speed long enough and you play at that

| O&E MEDIA
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Alanna Micheaux puts up ashot in the first half of Wayne Memorial’'s game against Temperance Bedford.

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNUFE COM

speed long enough, eventually you are
going to break before us.”

Davis led Renaissance with 33 points
—19 of which were scored in the fourth
quarter alone —to lead the Phoenix to a
chance at a state title.

Micheaux led the way for Wayne Me-
morial, scoring a team-high 29 points
and 17 rebounds, hitting 13-0f-20 from
the field.

“The kid laid it all on the floor. She’s
goingto be an absolutely amazing player
at the University of Minnesota. She ab-
solutely gave her heart,” Mitchell said of
Micheaux. “I felt so bad for her because,
in the locker room, she was inconsol-
able. That’s when you know a kid laid it
all out on the line.

“I’'m so proud. If you guys could have
seen her four years ago, her maturity,
her growth has just been an amazing
thing.”
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Mitchell never thought this team
would make it to this point. With only
three seniors, he knew the Zebras were
not expected to make a run to the final
four —Wayne Memorial’s third semifi-
nal in the past four years. It makes him
confident for next season, returning
three starters ready to chip away until
the Zebras hoist a state title trophy.

But the Wayne Memorial head coach
knows what could have happened with
this 2021 team if the turnover total
would have been just a little lower.

“To have 36 turnovers and lose by
three? I think we’re a good basketball
team,” Mitchell said. “You take three of
those possessions away, Lthink we are
having a different conversation.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay(aihometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-
Gayl7.
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Wayne Memorial asks the referee a
question during a play against Bedford
in the state quarterfinal.
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South Lyon freshman Aidan Meyers finished in eighth place at 103.

SCOTT CONFER/SPECIALTO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

W restling

Continued from Page IB

mat, Meyers, loved the sport’s compet-
itiveness.

“The win is all you and the loss is all
yourself," Meyers said “You have no one
to blame but yourself, and that kind of
pushes you to do better.”

Priorto the start of Meyers’freshman
season, Makowski had an idea of who
he was getting. He knew his rich history
in the youth wrestling ranks —compet-
ing in numerous state and national
competitions —and knew he was going
to get a polished wrestler.

Meyers’ goals were high from the
start, wanting to be the first South Lyon
freshman to qualify forthe state tourna-
ment since 1966.

He broke that streak with relative
ease, winning both the district and the
regional title at 103.

Heading into the state tournament,
Meyers held a record of 28-2. But what
separated the freshman from others,
Makowski said, was his response to
each of his losses.

"The beauty is his ability to take a
loss or some matches that don't go well
and don't get too down on himself and
go back into the wrestling room and
work onthe things he needs to work on,”
Makowski said. "We knew going in that
the kid has a work ethic that no one can

A re you

grow your

A
V

compete with. He knows what he needs
to work on and works on it. We can close
that gap relatively quickly.”

After winning his first-round match
at the state tournament, Meyers lost to
Birmingham Seaholm sophomore Za-
chary Simon by one point in the state
quarterfinals, eventually losing in both
the wrestle backs and eighth place
match.

“Your head's got to stay in it. My head
really wasn't in it most ofthe day And it
showed,” Meyers said “lI could have
done a lot better. | just have to stay fo-
cused.”

To Makowski, Meyers was just learn-
ingwhat the experience was like, know-
ing that in the future, he has to remain
mentally sharp in each match, hoping
that the 103-pound competitor won't be
the only one from South Lvon in the
tournament moving forward.

“Aidan established a really good
foundation for his career,” the South
Lyon head coach said. “I’m excited to get
back into the wrestling room and work
on some ofthe stuffthat we saw today.
We'll be back next year and be at the top
of the podium. He’s good enough.”

After his first season with the Lions,
this is where Meyers’head is at: that he
is good enough to be a four-time state
qualifier and a four-time state placer. He
knows his journey has just begun.

"At the end of the day, I'm the first
freshman to do it in five decades, so I'm
happy to be here,” Meyers said.
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Gus Taylor finished his South Lyon wrestling career in the blood round of the
2021 Michigan high school state individual tournament, courtesy of randy honiss

Finishing up

When Taylor first walked into the
South Lyon wrestling room, Makowski
saw someone who was willing to put in
the work.

Taylor was a junior, coming offa sea-
son with the Lions’ football team as a
lineman. He needed something to con-
tinue and further his conditioning, to
keep him fresh through the winter be-
fore he took the field for lacrosse in the
spring.

“He loves to be challenged, and that
isa staple inwrestling culture, but he al-
ready had it,” Makowski said. "We were
lucky getting a kid of his size, his athlet-
icism and his drive just out of the gate.”

Butwhen he first took the mat, Taylor
found another sport that he fell in love
with.

“l love the adrenaline rush coming
into the match, the feeling of winning,”
he said. "It’s a great feeling.”

Taylor quickly became good at the
sport, too. The heavyweight advanced
to the blood round of regionals as a ju-
nior, but fell short —getting called for a
stall with five seconds leftin triple over-
time in what would have given him a
spot in the state tournament.

Heading into his senior year, Taylor
used those five seconds to fuel him,
coming into the final weekend of the
year with a 28-7 record.

"I've taken revenge tours this sea-
son,” Taylor said. “I can see myself keep
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improving, so I’m very happy with that.”

But in his first taste of the state tour-
nament, Taylor fell victim to the blood
round again.

Finishing fourth at districts and third
at regionals, the South Lyon senior
sludged through the blood round match
after losing his first-round match to
Rochester Hills Stoney Creek senior
Austin Jordan.

By the third period, Taylor was
gassed, just trying to stay upright. But
De La Sallejunior Jeffery Roskopp start-
ed from bottom, earning one last escape
in the final minute of an overtime tie-
breaker to end the South Lyon senior’s
wrestling career.

“Honestly, at first Iwas like: ‘Was that
it?’Taylor said. "It just kind ofhappened
so fast, you know? Like they say, it all
flies by, and it’s true.”

After his final bout, all Makowski was
only proud of Taylor.

“’Hold your head high, man. Not ev-
eryone gets here,” the head coach told
the senior after he was done. Not every-
one gets here on the experience you
have. You are right there. We knew you
were good enough, you showed it.”

Taylor’s South Lyon athletic career is
not complete. He will compete with the
Lions' lacrosse team for the spring sea-
son before joining the Wayne State foot-
ball team in the fall. The senior said va-
riety is something college teams like to
see, using different skill sets in different
situations.
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Obituaries

Harold L. Wright, Jr., MD

NORTHVILLETWP. - Harold L Wright Jr. MD died
in his home on April 7,2021in Northville Township
in the presence of his loving family.

Hal was born in Jackson, Michigan September 5,

1926. He was the only child of Harold L Wright Sr.
and Florence Waterman Wright. His family moved
from Jackson to Detroit when he was 5 years old. He
attended high school in Ferndale, MI and graduated
from Lincoln High School in 1944. He met his future
wife Pat in Algebra class at Lincoln High School in
Ferndale, ML

Upon graduation he attended the University of
Michigan where he graduated with a BS in Science. After graduation he
attended University of Michigan Medical School and graduated in 1948. He
did his internship at Harper Hospital in Detroit and then started a residency
in Pediatrics in Ann Arbor. He was called to serve during the Korean War
and remained stateside at Great Lakes Illinois Naval Base. While serving he
finished a residency in Adult Psychiatry.

He returned to Ann Arbor after the war and completed his Pediatric and
Child Psychiatry Residencies. He began work at Hawthorn Center in North-
ville Michigan in 1956. He became the director in 1970 and retired in 1990.
He had a special interest in selective mutism and anorexia. He continued
to work in the field of Child Psychiatry part time as a consultant for area
schools until he retired completely from his medical practice at age 81. He
was an active member of the American Academy of Child Psychiatry and a
past president of the Michigan Council of Child Psychiatrists.

Hal had many interests outside of medicine and his family. These includ-
ed his lifelong love for the piano, listening to classical music and opera,
attending theater and gardening. He had five different gardens which he
cultivated and nurtured at his home in Northville.

Harold was preceded in death by his wife of 69 years, Patsy Dorman
Wright. He is survived by his 3 children, David (Julie Quinn), Lisa Engles
(Leif), and Peter (Sue Townsend); 6 grandchildren, Elizabeth Engles, Kelsey
Wright, Andrea Meyer, Amelia Wright, Tori Wright, Kelly Wright; 1 great
grandchild, Elliot Meyer; and his devoted Brussels Griffon, Lucy.

Arrangements entrusted to Casterline Funeral Home in Nortliville. Me-
morial donations to the Dean’s Scholarship Fund in the Medical School
at the University of Michigan, checks payable to "University of Michigan”,
Michigan Medicine Office of Development, 1000 Oakbrook Dr., Ste. 100,
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 or visit the website victors.us/haroldlwright to make
your gift.
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Duane Howard Bidwell

LYON TWP. - Duane
Howard Bidwell, age 89, a
lifelong resident of Lyon
Township, passed away
at his home on March
19, 2021, from congest-
ed heart failure. He was
born January 31, 1932,
son of the late Ralph and
Doris (Hopkins) Bidwell,
the seventh of eleven
children. He attended
rural schools in the South Lyon and Salem areas,
and graduated from South Lyon High School
in 1950. He then went on to become a building
contractor for many years, a master carpenter,
furniture maker, arborist, outdoorsman and a
part-time resident of Beaver Island. His entire life
was spent helping others and caring for his family.
He is survived by his daughter, Tracey Bidwell,
and sons: Todd, Kurtis, and Duane; grandchil-
dren: Alexis, Connor, Bree, Ryker, and Harlow;
sisters: Dorene Van Orsdale of South Carolina,
Ann Polan of New Hudson, and brother, Gary
Bidwell of South Lyon. Preceded in death by his
wife, Mary (Farley), son Colin, his parents, and
seven siblings.
A family remembrance will be held at a future
date. Arrangements entrusted to Phillips Funeral
Home.
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George R. Lippert

OF BRIGHTON - George Robert Lippert “Bob”
Age 82 Brighton, Michigan Passed away peacefully
away on Thursday, March 25, 2021. He was born
in Pontiac, Michigan to George & Ellen (Hunter)
Lippert on July 10,1938. Bob graduated from Wa-
terford Township High School in 1956 and went on
to attend The University of Michigan receiving his
Bachelor’s degree in 1960. Bob taught in Avondale
schools for 2 years before, beginning his long teach-
ing career at Huron Valley Schools Milford Middle
School and he finished his career as a Counselor
and Teacher at Muir Junior High. For many years
Bob worked as a Ranger at Kensington Metro park and as a Board Member
of the Huron Valley Schools Credit Union. After Retirement Bob worked
at Waldecker Chevrolet in Fowlerville performing dealer trades and as an
office assistant and the Gino P Conedera Insurance Agency. Bob thoroughly
enjoyed reading, world history and traveling throughout Europe and the
United States with his longtime friend Art Geyer. He was someone you
would not want to challenge in Trivial Pursuit unless you wanted to lose.
He relaxed during the Summer at his cottage on Black Lake at the Bored
of Education cottage property with many of his lifelong teaching friends
Throughout the year he enjoyed watching his Michigan Wolverines Play
Football and Basketball. Bob is survived by sisters Judy (Mike) Skelton and
Sharon (Gerry) Masica and his “adopted” Son Gino Conedera. Bob also
leaves behind nieces, Nicole Countryman, Andrea Skelton, Michele Bourdo
and Nephews, Matt Skelton and Sam Bourdo. Bob was preceded in death
by his parents and Sister Susann Bourdo and his loving Dalmatian Rescue.
Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated Tuesday April 20,2021 at 10:30
A.M. at St. Patrick Catholic Church, Brighton. The family will receive friends
at the Church after 9:30 A.M.

Memorial Contributions in Bob’s name are suggested to Livingston Cath-
olic Charities or to the Humane Society of Livingston County. Envelopes are
available from the Kcehn Griffin Funeral Home, Brighton. Please feel free
io leave the family a message of comfort at www.keehngriffinfuneralhome.
com. May Jesus welcome you Bob into his eternal Kingdom! You will be
dearly missed here.

KEEHN-GRIFFIN

LJ G*|FRN FUNERAL HOME. INC

Mary Cole Rack

Age 85 of Northville, passed away peacefully on
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021. Born Mary Louise
Oglevee on June 6,1935 in Moline, Illinois to Don-
ovan and Bessie (nee Simpson) Oglevee. She grew
up in Rock Island and Sterling, small towns west of
Chicago, Illinois. An only chikl with a keen inter-
est in the sciences. Mary graduated from Sterling
Township High School, class of 1953. She contin-
ued her education at Grinnell College in lowa and
received her bachelor’s degree from the University
of Michigan Ann Arbor. Mary went on to earn two
master’s degrees: first from Western Michigan Uni-
versity in Education and second from Michigan State University in Labor
and Industrial Relations.

Mary was married to Roger L. Cole on June 9, 1956 and the marriage
ended in lanuary of 1968. They had six children. Juggling work, school, and
children ranging from 3-12 years old Mary never stopped providing for her
family and devoted herself to being an incredible single mom.

Mary entered the IT field in 1968; her firstjob was acomputer programmer
in Kalamazoo later in the same year she became a high school counselor
and school-community liaison during a period of racial unrest. She was
passionate about her career, working in the IT field for governments, higher
education, and publishing. Her focus in all her jobs was end-user support
and skill development.

In 1984 Mary took a“deferred retirement” from Michigan state government
and began a 3-year tour of the United States in an old motor home with her
new husband Charles W. Rack. They settled in Santa Fe, New Mexico where
they spent the next 5 years. In 1989 she returned to the Midwest to be closer
to family. She reentered the work force slowly at the age of 54. Mary worked
in Cincinnati, Ohio working part-time for the IRS, then moving to India-

napolis, Indiana where she worked for the Department of Corrections. She
also worked as adevelopment editor at Prentice Hall Computer Publishing.
In 1998, she retired from the Department of Corrections as the assistant to
the IT'department director. In 2011, after moving back to Michigan, Mary
began working at Great Harvest Bread Company in Northville with her son.

Mary was an active member of the American Association of University
Women in Ann Arbor and Midland. She loved to travel, expanding her
travels internationally visiting Russia, England, Australia, South America,
Mexico, and many areas of Canada. While living in Cleveland she was able
to enjoy many arts and activities. Mary was a volunteer docent at Cleve-
land Symphony and a volunteer film reviewer for Cleveland International
Film Festival. She was an amazing and dedicated mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, and friend.

Mary is survived by her children, John Cole, Gregory (Laurie) Cole,
Catherine (Glen) Gillespie, Diane (John) Manley, Paul (Cindy) Cole, and
David (Julie) (xile; her grandchildren, Benjamin, Timothy, Bonnie, Hannah,
Rebekah, Sarah, Melody, Erica, Jonathon, Eloise, Catherine, Daniel, Scott,
Bill, Laura, David Tyler, Travis, and Jackie; and 13 great grandchildren with
one more on the way. She was preceded in death ny her parents and her
husband Charles W. Rack.

A celebration of life will be held this summer. Please go to casterlinefu-
neralhome.com to receive updated information and to share memories and
condolences. Memorial contributions would be appreciated to The Interna-
tional Museum of Dinnerware Design, 520 North Main Street, Ann Arbor,
MI 48104. The Director is establishing a $5,000 Internship in Mary’s name
because she was an enthusiastic volunteer and supporter for many years.
Donations can be made online at www.dinnerwaremuseum.org.

C asterline

FUNERAL HOME. INC

« |


http://www.keehngriffinfuneralhome
http://www.dinnerwaremu.seum.org
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Flight, hotel prices to rise as more people get vaccinated

Sam Kemmis

Nerdwallet.com

The cost oftravel will slowly rebound
from historic lows as more people re-
ceive COVID-19 vaccinations and book
long-deferred trips, according to indus-
try experts.

This time last year, air traffic in the
U.S. plummeted, with 95% fewer travel-
ers passing through Transportation Se-
curity Administration checkpoints in
April 2020 compared with April 2019.
This reduced demand led to a corre-
sponding decrease in airfare prices.

The average cost of a domestic
round-trip ticket in the second quarter
0f2020 dropped 28% from the same pe-
riod in 2019, down to $259, according to
the Bureau of Transportation Statistics.

Few travelers were monitoring these
prices at the time since so few were
booking flights. But now, with COVID-19
vaccinations opening the possibility of
travel to millions more Americans each
week , prices are once again set to
change.

If you’re one ofthose would-be trav-
elers, experts cautiously advise booking
your travel soon. Much remains uncer-
tain, but prices are unlikely to return to
2020 levels.

Flight demand set to take off

Experts who track travel deals and
consumer interest say demand for air-
plane seats is likely to increase, driving
prices back up.

Domestic airfare prices are expected
to rise 4%-5% every month until sum-
mer 2021, said Adit Damodaran, an
economist with Hopper, a travel search
tool. “Alot of that is based on the vacci-
nation rollout.” And this increased de-
mand might combine with decreased
supply.

Airlines scaled back routes and flight
frequency in 2020, parking aircraft and
furloughing staff. They may be slow to
return capacity to pre-pandemic levels,
even as bookings pick up steam.

"Airlines are burning so much cash,
so what we’re seeing is that they’re
slowly expanding supply,” said Jesse
Neugarten, who founded the flight deal
newsletter Dollar Flight Club.

“Ifwe have to shut down travel again,
they dont wantto get caughtinasimilar
situation as they did in 2020."

Hotel prices may rise slightly

Hotel prices also have dropped,
though not as uniformly. Room rates in
February in New York City were down
37% year-over-year according to Hop-
per’s data, while small town hotels saw
only a 5% dip. This reflects a larger exo-
dus from cities during the pandemic.
This pattern could reverse as travelers

Travelers enter a parking garage at Nashville International Airport last month in Nashville, Tenn. The airport is busier now
with travelers than at any time since the COVID-19 outbreak, josie norris/usa today network

flock back into metropolitan areas later
in 2021, driving prices up.

But tourism accounts for only part of
travel demand. Business tiavel, which
has all but ceased during the pandemic,
will likely be slower to return. This could
keep hotel prices low through 2021. It
could also suppress airfare prices even
as more tourists take to the skies.

Booking flexibility likely to
continue

Neugarten, who tracks flight deals,
points to a changing travel landscape
that extends beyond considerations of
supply and demand.

The pandemic changed how airlines
and hotels handle flexibility, with many
eliminating change and cancellation
fees altogether. This, in turn, has
changed the logic for how and when to
book travel.

"I’'m not going to book last-minute
because 1can getagood deal if I'm book-
ing three months in advance,” Neugar-

ten said.

“There’s a lot of incentive to book a
deal now because ofthe flexibility.”

Furthermore, the travel trends that
mark a typical year remain in flux.

Memorial Day and July Fourth travel
could follow unusual trends, especially
in terms of when bookings will occur.

"The traditional events of the year in
travel are simply not happening, so
there isnt the same ‘best time to book”
that we would normally see,” said Mark
Crossey, travel expert for Skyscanner, a
flight search tool.

And then there is the question of in-
ternational travel. Many countries have
limited tourists, particularly from the
U.S., and these restrictions may remain
even as more travelers receive vaccina-
tions.

"We’re not expecting an increase in
prices for international airfare until
May,” said Damodaran.

And changing prices are unlikely to
be geographically uniform, as countries
update their policies one by one Da-
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Brighton

Highland

Milford

Northville

modaran noted that Hopper is seeing
the strongest interest in Caribbean and
Latin American destinations.

Uncertainties abound. Vaccine dis-
tribution hiccups could dampen prices,
as could surges in COVID-19 variants.
Flexible booking options, although good
for customers, could lead to mass re-
bookings later in the year.

And volatile oil markets could impact
airfare prices, as they do in normal
years.

Despite these unknowns, experts re-
main cautiously confident that those
looking to book 2021 travel should do so
sooner rather than later.

Greater flexibility reduces the risk of
changing plans, and increased travel
demand is unlikely to drive prices below
current levels.

"I booked a one-way (flight) to Portu-
gal in July for $109,” Neugarten says.
“We’ll see if I get the vaccination before.
If not, I'll push it out.”

South Lyon

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH & SCHOOL
www.hsrcc.net
at the comer of Winans Lake & Musch Rd.®
810-2319199
Fr. John Rocus, Pastor

Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m -
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Please visit our Shroud of Tunn Doptay and Book & Gitt Shoo

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM,
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5364 | HolySplrltHIghland com

The Holy Spirit IsHere -Come Home

All are Welcome!

Novi

BRIGHTMOOR
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
40800 W 13 Mile Road. Novi
on thecomerof M-5b W 13,

Sundays 9:00ab ll:15a]|

www brightmoorcc.orgg
something for the entire family”

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church

41415 W Nine Mile Rd « Novi Mi 48375
248-349-0565

Divine Service on Sundays at 10am
Sunday School & Adult Bible Dass 8 45am

Rev Thomas Schroeder welsnovi©aoi com

Come and worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church®

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH

24505 Meadowbrook Rd . Novi. Ml 40375
Saturday 430 pm (English)6 630 pm  iSpanisbi
Sunday 830 am.. 1030am & 1230 pm
Fr Robert A. LaCrolx, Pastor
Fr Clifford Hennings OFU, Associate
Pwinh Office 248-349-#M7 www hofytarrityrwi op

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
VISITORS WELCOME!
133 Detroit St Milford « 248-717-3564
Pastor Steye Swoyze
Sn»SdiMialag8SM(liiri*Sin®i*W\r turn
Wednesdays, 6 00-7:30 p.m
g Awanp3yrsotd>vu8lhgrade|Sept Manbl

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM,
Sunday Mass 9 &T 1AM
248-887-5364 | HolySpirltHIghland com
The Hoty Spirit 55 Here <Come Home

All are Welcome!

First
Presbyterian i*-:
ChurchofNorthviUe

twww.fpcnorthville.org
200 E MAIN ST AT HUTTON
Worship, 9.30 am
8 Sunday School tor all ages. t0:30 am
248-349-0911

IS, (248) 348-1144
)) 777 West 8 Mile Road

7 / ; k Mite and Taft Road)

HfTHOOIST CHURCM  Northyille, Mictvgaty
NORTMVIt | f .

Worst*) Tries Septerber May915411CCam  *
Memorial Day  Labor Dey 10-00am ?
RevMarsha¥ fltafcy tm |Pasta
www fumcnorthvide org

OUR LADY OF VICTORY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
133 Orchard Dr., Northville

WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5:00 p.rrfj
Sunday, 7 30.9 30 a.m. 11:30 a.m *
Church 349-2621. School 349-3610 S
Religious Education 349 2569 £

6

Rev Dents Theroux. Pastor

‘the WAY’ - a ministry of
Hope Lutheran Church
Worship ©Abbey Park
28413 Abbey Lane
New Hudson. Ml
Sunday ©10am. 248-553-7170
www.hope-lutheran-churcft.com
Rev Thomas Scherger

Whitmore Lake

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

10774 Nine Mile Road
, Rev. M. Lee Taylor « 449-2582

Sunday School, 9:45 am.
Worship, 11fl0 am & 6.90 pm
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 pta

For more information regarding this directory, please contact
Kadijah Brack-Rowley at kbrackrowl@localig.com

«

i a

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN

Wisconsin Synod « Reynold Sweet Pkwy

at Liberty St

Sunday Service 10:00 a.m
All Classes 9:00

Pastor Matthew Minzlatt, (248) 437-1651


http://www.hsrcc.net
http://www.fpcnorthville.org
http://www.hope-lutheran-churcft.com
mailto:kbrackrowl@localiq.com
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Your online employment marketplace.

jobs.hometownlife.com *

ZIpRecruiter™

Construction
Industry

844.588.9440 Q

MichiganJobs@ gannett.com

Julia Poliak
ZipRecruiter.com

fyou’re looking for ajob in

construction, now’s the time

to dust offyour application

materials and references, and
renew lapsed credentials or occupa-
tional licenses. That’s because we’re
entering the peak earning period for
contractors and subcontractors.

Between March and April each
year, new construction hires jump
by 40%, on average, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’
Job Openings and Labor Turnover
Survey.

Last year was an anomaly, of
course. Construction employ-
ment and hires fell last April amid
lockdowns and broader panic over
the COVID-19 pandemic. But the
spring/summer hiring surge came
a month later as most projects
resumed.

W hereas past recessions have
generally caused steeper job losses
in construction than in most ser-
vice-sector industries, the COVID-
19 recession has seen the reverse.
As of February 2021, employment
levels were “only” down 4% in con-
struction, compared with 6.5% in
service-sector industries, accord-
ing to BLS’ Current Employment
Statistics.

Companies primarily involved
in residential building have expe-
rienced something ofaboom
since pre-pandemic February and
homebuilder confidence has been
historically high. Amid record-
low mortgage rates, new housing
starts reached anew record high
in December and investments in
home renovations surged as Ameri-
cans pulled cash out of their homes
through refinancing and poured it

back into home offices, home gyms,
play spaces and swimming pools.

As of late March 2021, increases
in lumber prices and mortgage rates
have posed a challenge for home
builders. But there isplenty of good
news on the way for the industry,
too. COVID-19 cases have fallen,
vaccination rates have increased,
job growth isrising again, and the
economic recovery appears to be
picking up. The Federal Reserve
expects the economy to grow 6.5%
in 2021, but has indicated it will keep
rates low for the foreseeable future.

Further, unprecedented fis-
cal stimulus is making its way into
Americans'bank accounts. Espe-
cially for the many Americans who
have neither lost jobs nor income
since the pandemic began, some of
that money will go into new hous-
ing orhome improvements. And for
those who put home purchase or
home improvement plans on hold
last spring/summer amid height-
ened uncertainty, the coming build-
ing season offers the chance fora
fresh start.

That is good news for construc-
tion workers, 9.6% of whom were
unemployed as of February 2021,
according to BLS. The industry
currently has the fourth-highest
unemployment rate, after mining,
leisure and hospitality, and agricul-
ture, but that could change in the
coming months. Asof mid-March,
construction-related fields domi-
nate the list of fastest-growing jobs
inthe ZipRecruiter marketplace.

To the extent that online job post -
ing volumes are a crystal ball, offer-
ing insight into employer sentiment
and future hiring plans, they point
to astrong recovery in the con-
struction industry this spring and
summer.
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all your needs...

Winds of Chonge Tree Service
Free Estimotes 517-214-0364

THE JEFFERY COMPANY
BLACKTOP PAVING CONTRACTORS
COMMERCIAL 8 RESIDENTIAL

734-676-5630

mnm SMBB

D&R ROOFING
Call Don 517 376 7064

Assorted
ems
mt

all kinds of things...

[Anvils Buy(mmm onvils.

WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle
Deer Hunter & Successful Master
Angler Patches 734 890 1047

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK

SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355
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WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE
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HELP WANTED-TRUCK DRIVER
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Get results Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

ZipRecruiter

B* the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with
a single click.

fB B H

96 Dvna Harley Davidson,
Silver/Gray Has removable wind-
shield, leother bogs 38,118 miles,
$4,000 Mory Totro (734)383-8393

Traass@roatiabio iN "
eels

best deal for you...

*B33SSB1
Find what

you want in
CLASSIFIED!

Advanced HAW - $$ for salva9e/scrap
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Full/Part Time Day/Night

Custodians

cleaning banks and offices
Aaro Companies is a 75 year old most highly
respected company in the building services industry.

We offer competitive wages, healthcare,
PTO & career advancements!

586-759-3700
aarocompanies.com
Apply in person at:

24643 Hoover Road * Warren, Michigan 48089
OR email your resume to: info@aarocompanies.com

Must pass background chock

C .
Find your new Job HEf?E! J | Find what you wont in CLASSIFIED!

mm hmbmmi

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
Welcome to the one and only place
to get hired, fast.

DIRECT CARE STAFF

We ere looking lor caring, friendly people who like lo help others. We help
and care lor adults with specialneeds In smallhome settings. Hem am
some ol our benefits:

$12.00 per hour to start, with additional 82.25 per hour Iron! linn worker bonus,
soon In be permanent. Blue Cam Network and Delta Dental Plan after only BO
buys. Paid Training and Paid Sick Vacation Time Paid Meats and Broafts. and
Meats are provided. Covid-19 Safe proto nls in j dean, healthy environment.

Call or email today! fot immediate interview in:

South lLyon Ol watertord Twp Call (oven at 248-250-0960
Novi Call Jenny at 248-444 1273
Highland Township - Cali Denise at 248-854-7777
Holly Call Teresa at 248-707-0269
Oxford - Call Carilu at 248-444-8959
Rochester Hills - Call Belinda at 248-444-4586

Or email us at atnotfii =(>sbuglobnl not

atcioffice@sbcglobal.net

Mac Valves Inc., leading
manufacturer of pneumatic
valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines | Material Handlers
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

Get results.
Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

*<

Continue your search at
jobs.usatoday.com

SELL IT
FIND IT

cars
yard sales
tickets
antiques
motorcycles
o * 7\
Computers
boats
sports equipment
pets
instruments
jewelry
furniture
auctions
collectibles
appliances

cameras

coins

Place your
classified ad today.
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