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South Lyon veteran honored, again, as 
communities gear up for Memorial Day
Susan Bromley H o m e to w n life .co m  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

The military has acronyms for when 
things go awry.

The late World War II veteran La- 
Verne Huyck may have seen a few sna
fus in his life.

Nearly 30 years after his death, he 
was in the midst o f another this week 
when he received his second headstone 
at his burial place in the South Lyon 
Cemetery, formerly believed to be un
marked.

But the final epitaph on his story has 
all the markings o f respect.

"The funeral home had no record o f 
the (original) stone, no one had any rec
ord until we went to put it in," Dayna 
Johnston said. “What we are doing is 
placing that stone, because he earned 
it."

See VETERAN, Page 3A

Contaminated 
stormwater 
pond near 
Salem landfill 
worrisome
Ed W right H o m e to w n life .co m  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

The nature that has flourished for 
centuries in western Northville Town
ship has a steadfast army o f allies de
termined to protect it from the tower
ing threat o f a neighbor known as the 
Arbor Hills landfill.

In early May, the Northville Town
ship Board o f Trustees voted to autho
rize Supervisor Mark Abbo to file a 
lawsuit if Green For Life — the owner o f 
the mammoth landfill that looms in 
neighboring Salem Township — does 
not clean up the landfill’s act.

Under the watch o f former owner 
Advanced Disposal, the sprawling 
dump was notorious for racking up 
odor violations — a habit that has been 
curtailed but not completely erased, 
watchdogs note, since GFL bought the 
site in fall o f 2 0 2 0 .

A report obtained via a Freedom o f 
Information Act request by David Dri- 
nan o f the Northville Township-based 
The Conservancy Initiative revealed 
that an unlawful level o f potentially 
hazardous PFOS (perfluorooctanesul- 
fonic acid) was found in a stormwater 
pond that empties into Johnson Creek, 
the only designated trout stream o f the 
Rouge River.

Drinan’s FOIA request unveiled that 
two samples o f the main stormwater 
detention pond located near Napier 
Road taken on April 2,2020, contained 
94 ng/1 and 400 ng/1 o f PFOS. Michi
gan Rule 57 limits the PFOS in surface 
water (non-drinking water) to 12 ng/1.

The stormwater pond where the 
samples were obtained regularly 
drains to Johnson Creek.

Studies conducted by the Environ
mental Protection Agency indicate 
that PFOS can cause reproductive and 
developmental, liver and kidney, and 
immunological effects in laboratory 
animals. Both chemicals have caused 
tumors in animals, according to the 
EPA website.

Matt Konieczki, an environmental 
analyst for The Michigan Department 
o f Environment, Great Lakes, and En
ergy (EGLE) said the state is monitor
ing the Johnson Creek situation.

“A second sample needs to be col
lected from the pond stormwater pdnd 
so we can get a better .idea o f what’s

See POND, P ag* 4A
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Andrea Perry scoops up some popcorn, for which fans have already been flocking to  th e  M ilford Independent Cinema. 
The cinema recently reopened under new m anagem ent a fte r a major renovation, p h o t o s  b y  j o h n  h e id e r / h o m e t o w n l i f e  c o m

Milford Independent 
Cinema opens its doors
David Veselenak H o m e to w n life  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Milford rolled out the red carpet to 
welcome the movies back to town.

The village saw the old Milford Cin
ema reopen May 12 with a new name, 
look and feel. Now called the Milford 
Independent Cinema, the smell o f 
popcorn is back at the theater at 945 E. 
Summit.

“People have been really excited," 
said Rich Trice, one o f the board mem
bers o f the nonprofit now running the 
theater. “Popcorn’s been going out the 
window because people can’t wait to 
get movie theater popcorn.”

The movie theater opened in the 
same location where the Milford Cine
ma operated for decades in the plaza

• / *
See CINEM A, Page SA

Fans and special guests gather May 14 outside th e  cinema at 945 E. Sum mit in 
M ilford to  celebrate its grand rededication ceremony.
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Help draw the next legislative district map
Carol Thompson Lansing  S ta te  Journa l 

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Voters, start your engines. Michigan's Independent 
Citizens Redistricting Commission kicked o ff its first 
round o f public hearings, a milestone for the new com
mission charged with drawing Michigan’s political 
districts for the upcoming decade.

The commission has scheduled 16 public hearings 
around the state.. The full schedule is available on the 
commission’s website, michigan.gov/micrc. Upcom
ing hearings include 6 p.m. June 1 at Dort Financial 
Center in Flint; 6 p.m. June 3 at Ford Community and 
Performing Arts Center in Dearborn; 6 p.m. June 8 at 
Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi; and 6 p.m. 
June 10 at Centerpoint Marriott in Pontiac.

The constitution states commissioners must hold 
at least 10 o f these hearings throughout the state in or
der to explain the new redistricting process and hear 
ideas from the public about their plans. They must 
hold a second round o f hearings after drawing poten
tial maps for congressional, state house and state sen
ate districts.

Michigan voters created the commission by passing 
a ballot proposal in 2018 that was pitched as a solution 
to gerrymandering, or the practice o f drawing political 
maps to benefit one party.

The commission consists o f four Republicans, four 
Democrats and five politically unaffiliated members. A 
majority o f commissioners must vote to adopt a final 
plan, including at least two from each party and two

unaffiliated members.
Commissioners face a challenging inaugural year. 

They will rely on Census data to draw fair political dis
tricts, but the U.S. Census Bureau may not release the 
data needed to draw congressional and legislative 
maps until late summer, months behind schedule. In 
April, commissioners and the Secretary o f State asked 
the Michigan Supreme Court to extend its constitu
tional deadlines for drawing and adopting new district 
maps.

Commissioners also must consider input from 
"communities o f interest,” or any group that shares a 
cultural, historical or economic characteristic and 
wants to be represented in politics. It’s a nebulous def
inition that could include groups like clients o f a re
gional food pantry or members o f a synagogue.

Members o f communities o f interest can tell com
missioners how they want to be considered in political 
maps at the upcoming hearings or online. But few 
know that; a University o f Michigan survey conducted 
last year found 41% o f local officials were unfamiliar 
with the commission.

“We are keenly aware that the average person in the 
State o f Michigan does not know that this commission 
exists and about how important this work is,” commis
sion Executive Director Suann Hammersmith said 
during a virtual press conference.

Commissioners need public comment now in order 
to draw fair maps later, Vice-Chair Rebecca Szetela 
said. They launched a communications campaign 
about the upcoming hearings.

“We rpally are relying on people to participate in 
this process,” she said. “It’s designed to be participa
tory and we need that public feedback to do our jobs.”

The commission has budgeted $320,000 for the up
coming hearings and $400,000 to communications 
and outreach. Its overall budget is approximately $3.15 
million for the fiscal year that ends Sept. 30.

The upcoming public hearings will be translated 
into Arabic, Spanish and American Sign Language.

The public can attend virtually or in-person. Masks 
and social distancing will be required at in-person 
events, and capacity limits depend on the venue o f 
each hearing, commission Outreach Director Edward 
Woods III said.

Public comments also can be submitted through the 
commission’s online portal, michigan-mapping.org, 
or to PO Box 30318, Lansing, Michigan, 49809. People 
can call 833-968-3729 (833-YOU-DRAW) to ask ques
tions about the redistricting commission, but not to 
submit public comment.

The commission hopes to get 10,000 individual 
public comments, Woods said. He acknowledged that 
it has been difficult to reach people who don’t have in
ternet access, particularly in rural areas.

“If there is anyone who has a connection in the rural 
areas that can assist us in getting out our message, call 
me,” he said. "We don’t want to leave anyone behind, 
so we’re going out there, we’re trying to be proactive, 
but if we’re missing a group or missing an opportunity, 
get in touch with me so we can make it happen. We do 
not want to leave anyone behind.”

Banquet hails applaud lifting of capacity restrictions
David Veselenak
H o m e to w n life .co m

USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICH

One o f the last major 
events held in the region 
before the COVID-19 pan
demic took place at Livo
nia’s Burton Manor.

That event, held 
March 9, 2020, featured 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer

giving a speech on her 
plans for fixing roads and 
other issues facing Michi
gan. Little did Burton 
Manor owner Sam Mass 
know that the program 
would essentially be the 
last big event in the Livo
nia banquet center before 
the world shut down.

Fast forward more 
than 15 months later,
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Whitmer delivered some 
big news Thursday for 
people like Mass: capaci
ty restrictions long in 
place to help slow the 
spread o f COVID-19 will 
be lifted this summer, al
lowing for banquet cen
ters to hold largescale 
events for the first time in 
more than a year.

“ I sat there listening to 
it. I stopped everything I 
was doing and watched it 
live,” Mass said o f the 
press conference Whitm
er held in Midland to an
nounce the changes. "My 
initial reaction is as skep
tical as I’ve been over the 
last year, (yet) I could not 
hold back a smile.”

Mass and other ban
quet center owners have 
watched as other sectors 
o f the state reopened. 
State regulations have 
only allowed 25 people in 
rooms o f banquet cen
ters, no matter the room 
size. That’s left owners 
frustrated as they 
watched other business
es, like restaurants, oper
ate at 50% capacity.

Now, with restrictions 
being lifted by June, ban
quet centers are prepar
ing for larger-scale 
events, especially as 
wedding season arrives.

“We’re excited to be 
able to serve the commu
nity again,” said Brian 
Lehman, executive chef

CITY OF NORTHVILLE 
NOTICE O F ENACTMENT 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

NOTICE IS HEREBY G IV E N  that the Northville City Council has adopted the 
following Zoning Ordinance amendments.

• O rd inance  #04-19-21Za amends the Zoning Ordinance, Article 10, 
Section 10.06 Cady Street Overlay (CSO); Article 15, Section 15.01 Schedule 
of Regulations; and Section 15.02 Footnotes to the Schedule of Regulations, to 
eliminate remaining references to a building height overlay district that was 
replaced by the Cady Street Overlay (CSO ) District in 2015. The ordinance was 
introduced for first reading on April 19, 2021, and adopted on May 17, 2021. 
Ordinance effective June 4, 2021.

• O rd in an ce  #04-19-21Zb amends the Zoning Ordinance, Article 26 
Construction of Language and Definitions, to add provisions addressing 
attached garages in basements of a dwelling in the maximum floor area ratio 
calculation for single-family and two-family residences in the R-1B First Density 
Residential District, and R-2 Second Density Residential District. The ordinance 
was introduced for first reading on April 19, 2021, and adopted on May 17, 2021. 
Ordinance effective June 4, 2021.

• O rd inance #04-19-21Zc amends the Zoning Ordinance, Article 18 General 
Provisions, Article 19 Site Plan Procedural and Approval Process, and Article 24 
Administration and Enforcement, to allow the Planning Commission to require 
a performance guarantee for implementation of site improvements in a final 
site plan, to add a description of acceptable performance guarantees, and the 
administration of such guarantees. The ordinance was introduced for first reading 
on April 19, 2021, and adopted on May 17, 2021. Ordinance effective June 4, 2021.

The complete text of the ordinance amendments is available for public review 
at the City of Northville Municipal Building, Office of the City Clerk or the 
Building Department, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, 
248-349-1300, Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm, or on the City’s website at 
w w w .ci.northvilIe .m i.us.

BRENT STRONG, 
B U ILD IN G  O FFICIAL
Publinh May 27,2021

D IA N N E  MASSA, 
CMC, C ITY CLERK
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at Bakers o f Milford. 
“W e’re kind o f one o f the 
biggest banquet halls in 
the area and we’ve 
missed everybody.

“The whole team is 
really excited to serve the 
entire community again.”

The restaurant and 
banquet center at 2025 S. 
Milford Road in Milford 
Township held some 
small events and has 
some weddings planned 
later this year. Lehman 
said the fall is currently 
busier than the s ^mmer 
is expected to be with 
groups scheduling far
ther out in advance.

Whitmer announced 
May 20 that outdoor ca
pacity restriction would 
be completely eliminated 
June 1 and indoor restric
tions would go to 50% ca
pacity. On July 1, all in
door capacity restrictions 
will be lifted, along with 
the mask mandate.

The announcement 
comes as Michigan con
tinues to see massive de
creases in new infections 
o f COV1D -19, though rates 
continue to be higher in 
the Great Lakes State 
then many other states 
across the country after a 
spring that saw Michigan 
with the worst case rates 
in the country.

The Townsend Hotel, 
100 Townsend St., in 
downtown Birmingham, 
had several calls Thurs
day afternoon inquiring 
about increased capacity

in the banquet space, 
said Kitty Adler, senior 
sales manager. While 
cEillers are inquiring 
about celebration o f life 
events, showers and per
sonal events, there’s also 
a demand for the busi
ness events that have 
largely gone online in the 
last year.

Not meeting in person, 
Adler said, decreases that 
facetime that takes place 
after the official events at 
the hotel that happen in 
places like restaurants 
downtown.

She said there’s a de
mand for the return of 
those kinds o f events 
again after such a long 
delay.

One o f the biggest is
sues banquet centers 
could face is staffing. Paul 
Wegert, managing direc
tor at The Inn at St. 
John’s, said they typically 
have about 350 employ
ees during their busiest 
season. Today, they have 
about 110 on payroll.

“I’ve got to find 240 
employees real quick,” he 
said.

Adler said the Town
send has been able to use 
much o f the staff in the 
hotel for events and is in a 
good position to move 
forward, but agreed that 
staffing banquet facilities 
will be a challenge.

"We will continue to 
add to our staff as we 
move forward,” she said. 
"We are working with

core staff, we’ve been 
holding our own. But ev
erybody is going to need 
more people in taking 
care o f more guests.”

Wegert said they’re ex
cited to be able to host the 
Concours d’Elegance 
event in July at the center 
at 44045 Five Mile in Ply
mouth Township after 
the restrictions go away, 
something they were 
hopeful would happen in 
time. Bringing in those 
thousands o f people for 
the event is a big deal for 
the space, Wegert said.

“We’ve been on pins 
and needles as if that was 
going to happen or not 
this year,” he said. “

Mass said while the re
strictions are lifted, the 
banquet center at 27777 
Schoolcraft will continue 
to work with clients on 
their level o f comfortabil- 
ity. I f some guests want 
additional restrictions, 
Mass said they’ll accom
modate those requests.

Livonia’s State o f the 
City took place at Burton 
Manor in late April, the 
first major event the cen
ter hosted since that lun
cheon with Whitmer.

The event, which was 
livestreamed but had lim
ited guests inside, served 
as a fitting bookend for 
Mass and Burton Manor 
after holding that lun
cheon with Whitmer’s 
speech in March 2020, 
Mass said.

City of Northville 
Proposed Amendment to Chapter 18 Businesses 

to Prohibit Marihuana Establishments 
Within the City Limits of the City of Northville

At its regular meeting on June 7,2021, the Northville C ity Council will consider second reading 
and adoption of a proposed amendment to Chapter 18 Businesses, which prohibits Marihuana 
Establishments within the City limits o f the City of Northville. The ordinance is set to expire 
June 30, 2021. The proposed amendment would remove the ordinance expiration date. All 
other provisions o f the ordinance would remain in effect.

M e e t in g  L o c a t io o  a n d  P a r t ic ip a t io n
The meeting will be held via video conference as allowed by City Council’s Local State of 
Emergency Declaration due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in compliance with the Open 
Meetings Act Members of the public body and members o f the public participating electronically 
w ill be considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the 
meeting. The following is a link to attend the meetings:

June 7 at 7pm https://iiB02web.zoom.Ua/j/B3078934410. US: +1 301 715 8592 or 
+ 1 312 626 6799 Webinar ID: 830 7693 4410

Those needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager’s office at 248
449-9905. I>og in instructions, electronic meeting information, and a user guide can be found 
at https://www.ci.n o rth v ille .m i.us/cmB/Onc.a8px?portalId=11890963&pageId= 1350 
5 4 69#c ity  OR from the main Home page, click on the Government tab. then Agendas and 
Minutes, scroll to the City Council section o f the webpage, then scroll down to the link for the 
Council meeting.

The proposed ordinance amendment is available for review on the City’s website 
w w w .c i.n u rth ville .m i.u9 1 go to Government, Governing Documents, and Proposed Ordinance 
Amendments) or at the C ity of Northville Municipal Building, 215 W Main Street, Northville, 
Michigan, 48167, 248-349-1300.

Written comments can be submitted by email to mmjl9.9el9ci<DOrthviUe.mi,U9. by mail to 
C ity of Northville Municipal Building. City Manager’s Office, 215 West Main Street, Northville, 
Michigan, 48167, or by using the City Hall 24-hour drop box

D IANNE MASSA, CMC, C IT Y  CLERK

Publish May 27. 2021 looooomkm 1.6 s
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Authorities shoot barricaded gunman in Milford
Susan Vela H o m e to w n h fe  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

A man is recovering in police custody after a mem
ber o f an Oakland County Sheriff’s Office special re
sponse team shot him, concluding a barricade incident

that lasted about four hours in Milford.
Milford police confirmed the incident began shortly 

after 1 a.m. May 24 because a man in the 800 block o f 
Commerce Street was screaming "Call 911.”

When officers knocked on the door, the man fired a 
weapon but would not open the door or come outside

The county's special response team helped develop 
a strategy to establish contact with the gunman and 
members were present when the man came outside at 
about 5 a.m. holding a long gun.

He was taken to a hospital, where his injuries were 
not considered life threatening, according to police.

Veteran
Continued from Page 1A

Johnston, now 58, was 
just 15 when she began 
volunteering with Huyck 
in organizing the Memo
rial Day parades in which 
he had long had a part. 
The decorated Army vet
eran was a founding 
member o f the South 
Lyon VFW Post, and hon
ored his fellow vets by es
tablishing the original 
Veterans Memorial, 
known as “The Rock,” at 
the southwest corner o f 
Liberty and S. Lafayette 
streets decades ago. It 
was moved in 2019 to 
McHattie Park.

Huyck died alone on 
Christmas Eve 1993 in 
South Lyon, his only liv
ing family member be
lieved to be a niece.

His cremation was 
handled by Phillips Fu
neral Home.

Johnston did not learn 
o f Huyck’s death until 
January 1994 and as
sumed he’d received a 
gravestone.

Twenty-six years 
passed and last Memorial 
Day, while there would be 
no parade in the pandem
ic, volunteers would, as 
always, place flags on the 
graves o f veterans.

“I said, ‘1 really want to 
make sure Verne gets one 
on his grave,’ and they 
said, ‘1 don’t know where 
that is,’” Johnston re
called.

Johnston said there 
may have been confusion 
over the spelling o f 
Huyck’s name, or per
haps that he is not buried 
near other veterans and 
maybe also due to trans
posing the plot numbers, 
that no one could locate a 
headstone.

Heartbroken over her 
belief that Huyck had lain 
in an unmarked grave for 
three decades, Johnston 
set about fixing things. 
She reached out to Buddy 
to Buddy, a program that 
advocates for veterans, 
and found volunteer Jon 
Luker to assist.

Luker, a veteran him
self, said honorably dis
charged veterans are en
titled to a host o f burial 
benefits, including a 
stone or medallion, flag, 
and honor guard ceremo
ny at their funeral ser
vice.

Still, some veterans 
don’t always get these 
honors.

“I do know that it is a 
common situation,” Luk
er said. “I’ve dealt with 
funeral homes in the Ann 
Arbor area that bury vets 
who have no one looking 
out for them, six or seven 
times per year....

“A marked military 
grave helps us to remem
ber the sacrifice and high
lights to the living the im
portance o f the need for 
individuals to serve in the 
future.”

Johnston believed that 
no one had filed the prop
er forms for Huyck.

Luker went through 
the proper channels to get 
the new marker, which 
besides Huyck’s name in
cludes his birth and death 
dates and identifies him 
as PFC US Army World 
War II and a recipient o f 
the Purple Heart, Mar
shall Islands.

Huyck also received 
the Bronze Star for his 
combat service in the

Marshall Islands, al
though Luker and John
ston did not have precise 
details on what actions 
led to his receiving the 
medals. Johnston noted 
he never talked about his 
time in the service.

“In a nutshell, the Mar
shall Islands was the be
ginning o f an attempt to 
get a base close enough 
that we could prevent the 
Japanese Navy from do
ing anything important in 
the Pacific Ocean,” Luker 
said. "It was bloody 
hand-to-hand combat in 
digging Japanese troops 
out o f holes in the ground 
and cement bunkers they 
had built into the hill.

“A lot o f people know 
about the Marines in Iwo 
Jima, and this was the 
same thing except for the 
Army.”

When Huyck’s new 
headstone arrived this 
month, the city DPW 
went to the plot where 
Huyck is buried and was 
surprised to find there 
was already a marker.

South Lyon Deputy 
Clerk Judy Pieper had no 
record for the foundation 
being poured and said it 
had obviously been there 
for quite some time.

Regardless, she said 
the new marker is a beau
tiful tribute.

“It’s a beautiful stone 
and gives him all the rec
ognition he deserves 
from being in the military, 
how can that be a bad 
thing?” she asked.

Johnston said Phillips 
Funeral Home employees 
told her it was the largest 
military stone they had 
ever seen.

“Verne is getting the 
stone he deserved,” John
ston said. “He was a little 
quirky, and a lot o f people 
didn’t like him, but 1 loved 
him because he taught 
me respect for veterans 
and the parade.”

Jack Middleton, South 
Lyon VFW Post Secretary, 
said he believed Verne 
would have been very 
touched by Johnston’s e f
forts to do right by him.

"This year, we'll put 
two or three flags for Me
morial Day on his grave,” 
he said. “He was a great 
person for South Lyon.” 

Contact reporter Su
san Bromley at sbrom- 
ley(S)hometownlife.com 
o r517-281-2412. Follow her 
on Twitter (SSusanBrom- 
leylO.

Area M em orial Day observances
The South Lyon Memorial Day Parade begins at 
9 a.m. May 31, traveling south on Warren Street to 
Lake Street (10 Mile Road), east to  Reynolds Sweet 
Parkway, south to  Striker Street to South Lyon 
Cem etery A ttendees are asked to wear masks and 
continue to social distance. There is to be no passing 
out of flyers or candy and attendees are asked to not 
follow the procession into the cem etery as in years 
past. The service at the cem etery will be broadcast on 
Channel 19 and live on Facebook.

M ilfo rd  veterans plan a Memorial Day nonors 
ceremony will be held at noon May 31 at the  Veterans 
Memorial Monum ent in Central Park in Milfcrd. 
Attendance will be limited and current health  
guidelines will be in place unless restrictions are 
term inated before the event. Brief early morning 
ceremonies are also planned at 8 a.m., Central Park; 
8:30 a.m., Oak Grove Cemetery; and 9 a.m. Milford 
Memorial Cemetery.

A Novi Memorial Day ceremony will be aired on the 
City of Novi’s Facebook page at 9 a.m. May 31. Mayor 
Bob Gatt will host the event alongside U.S. Navy 
veteran and City of Novi Deputy Director of 
Community Development Larry Butler. Novi High 
School’s Sahana Raja will sing the "National Anthem" 
and “America the Beautiful.”

N orthv ille  will hold a Memorial Day Tribute 11 a.m.
May 31 at Rural Hill Cemetery, 215 West Seven Mile 
Road.

The City o f Birm ingham will host a Memorial Day 
ceremony at 10 a.m. May 31 at Shain Park, which can 
also be seen live on the city’s Facebook page. Social 
distancing will be maintained for those who wish to  
attend in person. Masks will not be required at the  
event, per new state guidelines. Veterans’ 
participation is encouraged. The patriotic program will 
include addresses of historical interest, Mayoral 
address, and wreath laying at the monuments in Shain 
Park. Civil War reenactors will assist in the service.
This year’s service will commem orate the Korean War.

Livonia Parks and Recreation will hold a Memorial Day 
ceremony 9 a m. May 29 at the Veteran’s Park 
Memorial Plaza at Five Mile and Farmington roads, 
com plete with military salutes, a wreath-placing  
ceremony, special guests and music Afterward, visit 
the Memorial Wall that honors those Livonia veterans 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

W ayne-W estland Veterans Memorial Day Parade will 
be held 1 p.m. May 30. The parade will start at John 
Glenn High School, heads west on M arquette Road, 
north on Carlson to the William Faust Public Library 
and stops at the Veterans Memorial Garden in 
Westland. A small ceremony is planned at the end of 
the parade.

The P lym outh Memorial Day parade is set for 10 a.m. 
May 31 and moves throughout the neighborhoods in 
town. It starts at the Plymouth Cultural Center at 525  
Farmer. 88.1 The Park will provide live coverage. Find 
the com plete parade route online at plymouthmi.gov.

In tegrityN 
is the 
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Repair & Service.
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807 Doheny Dr. Northville, Ml 48167

www.davisautocare.com
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Commerce Twp. 
man arraigned 
on murder charge 
in wife’s death
Susan Vela H o m e to w n h fe  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Vincent Vuichard had scratches on his face when 
he opened the door to Oakland County Sheriff’s 
deputies on a recent morning.

The 63-year-old man told deputies that he and 
his wife “got into it,” which raised alarm about the 
welfare check they were assigned because o f a sus
picious text from Tatiana “Tanya” Vuichard’s 
phone. The text coincided with her absence from 
work.

By the conclusion o f their visit, deputies would 
have Vuichard in custody and on his way to Oakland 
County Jail.

He was arraigned May 20 on a felony open mur
der charge which, if it it sticks, will challenge the 
jury to decide whether the crime was premeditated.

Prosecutors assert there is evidence showing 
Vuichard killed his wife, a Novi Community Schools 
administrative assistant.

When seeking a warrant in Novi’s 52-1 District 
Court, Sgt. Shawn Werner said deputies who vis
ited the Vuichards’ Chesapeake Circle home in 
Commerce Township on May 17 knocked for several 
minutes. Eventually, the front door opened.

“Deputies asked what happened,' Werner said in 
court. “He said that he got into it with his wife last 
night. He said that Tatiana was gone and she wasn’t 
at the residence.”

However, there was blood on Vuichard's shoe. 
Deputies walked through the residence to see if Ta
nya Vuichard was in the home, and their search in
cluded a tour o f the master bedroom and master 
bathroom.

Deputies noticed a comforter rolled up on the 
bathroom floor.

According to Werner, “They asked Mr. Vuichard 
what was in the blanket (and) he said, ‘My wife.' ”

Vuichard was placed in handcuffs, and deputies 
returned to the comforter, which was wrapped 
around plastic garbage bags. Inside was a deceased 
Tanya Vuichard with a slashed throat.

Deputies also searched a Ford Escape in the ga
rage. The car held two more garbage bags. One con
tained bloodied clothing, plu* a bloodied shower 
curtain and towels. The other contained gloves, 
bleach bottles, and cleaning supplies.

A medical examiner ruled that the slashing 
wound to the neck was the cause of death.

Bond was denied during the May 20 arraign
ment, where Vuichard appeared on a video screen 
instead o f in the courtroom.

PICK UP A 
FREE COPT
IN STOW;____
OR VIEW 
online @ -
BUSCHS.COM
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Serving the Com m unity with Compassion and Integrity at o Fair Price

For o v e r  25 y e a rs , W r ig h t  B e a m e r  

h a s  b e e n  s e r v in g  c lie n ts  in: 

Business L a w  • D isp u tes  & L it ig a t io n  
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Contact our 
office to schedule 
an appointment 

with 
Dirk A. Beamer 
or one of our 

other 
experienced 

attorneys.

248.477.6300 | w righ tbeam er.com

Cremation

$795
Burial Starting at

$1,950
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Clayne D. Frazer, Sr. Clayne D. Frazer, Jr.

Full Service Funeral Home
248-667-9920 frazerfunerals.com
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Teacher sentenced to prison 
in student sexual abuse case
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Susan Vela H o m e to w n life  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

A metro Detroit soccer coach and 
teacher and the former student who told 
police he sexually abused her apolo
gized in court during his sentencing, but 
only one was called a “bad actor” by the 
judge.

Jason Dean, 37, o f Livonia said he 
was sorry for the pain he caused the vic
tim and his family before he was com
mitted to nine to 30 years behind bars 
for five counts o f first-degree criminal 
sexual conduct.

The woman who was once his eighth- 
grade student at Cedar Crest Academy 
in Springfield Township apologized for 
ultimately going to police.

For her, there was no other choice.
"1 was stuck with the decision o f re

porting versus not reporting," she said 
during the May 20 sentencing. “I was 
stuck with the decision o f ensuring that 
this does not happen to another child. 
Obviously, I chose to report because 1 
couldn’t live knowing what I know and 
not doing anything to prevent it from 
happening again.”

Dean was arraigned in early 2020, 
when he still was teaching at Northville 
High School. The woman had told inves
tigators Dean sexually assaulted her in 
2010. The sexual abuse began with Dean 
taking a special interest in the soccer 
and basketball player. The illegal activ
ity concluded with months o f sexual 
acts at places that included Dean’s 
classroom and a secret apartment.

After he was arraigned, reports o f in
appropriate conduct and grooming be
havior surfaced at Wayne Memorial and 
Northville high schools. Dean also once 
coached girls for the Livonia-based 
Michigan Hawks.

“She has stated to Your Honor that 
she continues to bear the scars o f these 
sexual abuse offenses," prosecuting at
torney Shannon O’Brien said.

Dean pleaded no contest to the five 
CSC counts. His attorney Nicole Blank 
Becker said Dean has been forthcoming 
about making terrible choices during his 
late 20s. She said he has taken responsi
bility for that chapter o f his life.

Dean has told her that he wanted clo
sure for the victim and to not put her 
through more drama.

“1 can never fully experience being 
in your shoes but hopefully this day 
can provide comfort, lead to healing 
and start to patch some o f the wounds 
that exist,” he added.

Judge Yasmine Poles said his state
ments finally implied “an ounce o f re
morse” but said he should be more fo
cused on the actions that prompted 
the victim to talk to investigators.

The judge accused Dean o f using his 
position o f authority, along with the 
school district and coaching program, 
to prey on his victim.

“You need to be reminded o f that,” 
Poles said. “ I’m not going to allow you, 
as a bad actor, to place negativity, 
however, on our teachers and our 
counselors and our coaches within our 
community.”

She concluded by noting that 
Dean’s children are around the same 
age that his victim was and asked what 
kind o f punishment he would want for 
any person who did the same to them.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela(a>hometownlife.com or 248-303
8432. Follow her on Twitter (8>susan- 
vela.

Man, two 
dogs die in 
1-96 collision
Susan Vela H o m e to w n h fe  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

A man driving in the wrong direc
tion on Interstate 96 near Novi Road 
died after he collided head-on with an
other vehicle during the early morning 
hours o f May 23.

The other driver was last known to 
be in serious condition at an area hos
pital. However, the victim ’s dogs did 
not survive the crash.

According to Michigan State Police 
troopers, they received calls about the 
wrong-way driver shortly before 3 a.m.

The driver, in his 30s, apparently 
was driving west in the eastbound 
lanes. Both drivers were hospitalized, 
but the wrong-way driver was pro
nounced dead while under hospital 
supervision.

Troopers said in a Twitter report 
that it’s too soon to tell whether nar
cotics or alcohol were factors in the 
crash. Autopsy results and other re
ports are pending.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela(5>hometownlife.com or 248-303
8432. Twitter: (c&susanvela.

Pond
Continued from Page 1A

going on,” Konieczki said. "Looking at 
the report, we’re not sure what the exact 
cause o f the PFOS is; it could be a num
ber o f things.”

PFOS is found in food-packaging ma
terials and commercial household prod
ucts, namely non-stick Teflon, accord
ing to the EPA.

If future samples o f the water sourc
es near the landfill continue to show the 
presence o f PFOS, fines and other levels 
o f enforcement could be in order, Ko
nieczki said.

EGLE said seven private residential 
wells near the landfill were sampled for 
PFOS and all were below the criteria for

drinking water.
PFAS results for the seven residential 

wells and one Type II well were below 
the Part 201 criteria for drinking water.

Drinan, a Northville Township resi
dent and the vice president o f The Con
servancy Initiative, said the presence of 
PFOS in a storm-water pond adjacent to 
the creek is worrisome.

“I’m not a toxicologist, so I’m not ex
actly sure o f the damaging effects the 
PFOS has on fish in Johnson Creek, but 
if the levels are higher than what the 
state allows, it can’t be good,” Drinan 
said. “The odor complaints are down 
since GFL bought the site, but it’s only 
been a few months.”

GFL General Manager David Seegert 
said his company is working toward 
remedying the environmental issues re
lated to the landfill.

“We understand the community’s 
concerns o f PFOS and how it relates to 
the Johnson Creek,” Seegert said. "Our 
environmental consultants have con
ducted recent PFOS testing o f the sur
face water, are evaluating results, and 
are proposing additional testing be con
ducted.

“Our environmental consultants at
tribute the presence o f PFOS to historic, 
not current, issues. The primary cause 
o f the PFOS presence is believed to be 
due to the use o f foam to fight the recy
cling facility fire in November 2016.”

Abbo said the resources needed to 
file a formal lawsuit against GFL are in 
order.

"But I’d really prefer to negotiate to 
find a resolution to this,” he said “ I 
could file a complaint tomorrow if nec
essary. This has been going on for too

long and (GFL) needs to convince us 
that these problems are going to be 
fixed, sooner rather than later.”

The Conservancy Initiative said it 
supports Abbo’s hard-line stance.

"From day one, Supervisor Abbo and 
the Board o f Trustees have stressed 
strict compliance with environmental 
regulations at the landfill as the means 
to eliminate the odors and protect John
son Creek,” said Drinan. “While meet
ings with the township and GFL have 
provided some improvements, a lot 
more needs to be done.”

“The Conservancy Initiative is stand
ing with the Board of Trustees as they 
fight to protect our community and our 
natural resources,” Drinan said.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright(^hometownlife.com or 517
375-1113.

Get advanced stroke care at 
Ascension ERs in Michigan

When you experience signs of a stroke, it's important 

to call 911 or go to the nearest emergency room. All 

Ascension ERs in Michigan are supported by our stroke care 

network, which provides early intervention and emergency 

treatment. We also connect you to the specialists of our 

Comprehensive Stroke Center, recognized as delivering 

the highest level of stroke care. We're beside you from 

the ER through recovery and rehabilitation. And we are 

maintaining strict precautions to keep you safe in our care.

J c t

Learn your risk for stroke at 
ascension.org/MichiganStroke
If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency or 
difficu lty breathing, go directly to the ER or dial 971

A s c e n s io n  
P ro v id e n c e
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G et it  D o n e  in  21!
Free LifePlan™
Workshop
Live In teractive  
Zoom  W ebinar
Get a lifetime of guidance from the 
comfort of your home. AlTOKMY DaVID L. CARRIER

DAVID L. 
CARRIER. PC.

ESTATE PLANNING Jt ELDER LAW

Register Now!
Go to davldcarrierlaw.com 

Go to Free Workshops tab in the top right on the website.

1-800-317-2812

Upcoming Webinars: 
Saturday> June 5 at 10 am 

Tuesday, June 8 at 1pm 
Friday, June 18 at 5pm

G e t  A n s w e r s  T o  Y o v r  Q u e s t i o n s :

How do I protect my health, home, lifesavings, Family and legacy?
Why is an outdated will worse than no plan at all?

How can I be sure people 1 trust will make medical and Financial decisions for me, i f  I cannot?
How can I control the care I gel (and do not gel) in a medical emergency?

How can 1 protect my kids’ inheritance from divorce, bankruptcy, and their own poor decisions?
How do 1 avoid heavy taxes from the new law on my retirement plans (like my IRA or 4(1 lk)?

www.DavidCarrierLaw.com • email: David@DavidCarrierLaw.com • 1 -800-317 -2 8 12

MAY 2021

The Michigan Elder Law Reporter
31 Years Serving Michigan Seniors ^  v o lu mVOLUME 31. ISSUE 5.4

I m a g in e  T h e r e ' s N o  Seatbelts . . .  I t ’s E a sy  I f Y o u  T ry

A n o t h e r  A n n u a l  C l a s s ic  C a r  C r u is e  In
N o  C a ta lytic  C o n v e r t e r s  B elo w  U s . . .  A b o v e  U s O nly  Sk y

Q: How Many Kids Fit 
In A Station Wagon? 
A: How Many Kids Ya 
Got?

f » F T

Cruiser or Ford Country Squire station 
wagon o f recent vintage and a 1956 
two-door Chevrolet Bel Air. Black and 
White. Tan seatbelts installed in 1967. 

As the first-born male child, I inherited 
the “ Black Mariah" in high school. 
With fabric showing through on the 
tires. Rusted out floorboards. Brakes if 
you pumped like crazy. And room for 
whoever wants a ride to the Drive-In.

Eight kids. Irish grandmother, mom and 
dad. One bathroom was no problem, but 
one car was not going to get 11 bodies 
to Sunday Mass. For 17 years, growing 
up. that meant an Oldsmobile Vista

Wheels (with tires!) from the junkyard 
for $5. Fiberglass for the floors. A 
rebuild kit for the brake system master 
cylinder. On the road again...

Today. I drive a 1956 4-door Bel Air. 
Turquoise 
and India 
Ivory.
Still
with the 
original 
no

seatbelts. And canvas floor. (Carpet? In 
a car?)

You May Say I’m A 
Dreamer, But I’m Not 
the Only One...
You may say it is stupid to drive around 
with no seatbelts, airbags, or back up 
beepers. Perhaps you would frown at a 
solid steel dashboard, tiny mirrors, and 
manual brakes. I understand.

The (iood News is that there are plenty 
o f us car nuts around! Guys with 
showroom quality old cars. Guys with 
rust buckets. Hot rods. Low Old Cars. 
Live Music. Baseball. Hotdogs. Apple 
Pie. Chevrolet. Green Grass. Tents. And 
a Few Hundred o f You.

Most people like fun. If you are like 
most people, mark your calendar for 
August 20, 2021. Good times start at 4 
and continue on into the night. Well...

at least to 
7 pm. 

Register 
at www.

davidcarrierlaw.com. Bring a car. Sit in 
a car. Look at a car. There w ill be lots 
o f cars. And 
lots o f games, 
activities and 
other stuff 
for the kids, 
too. Food and 
refreshments 
are free, so 
come as you 
are!

Did I mention LIVF. MUSIC?

Got Questions? Get Answers!

CAN I BRING A FIAT? IX) I 
HAVE TO WASH MY CAR FIRST?

ARE SHORTS & T-SHIRTS 
ACCEPTABLE? CAN I BRING MY 
OW N SNACKS? WILL THAT GUY 

WITH THE OLD HEARSES BE 
THERE AGAIN THIS YEAR?

1 -8 0 0 -3 1 7 -2 8 1 2

jieaW
P.A.C.E is BACK!! Special Emergency Rules were just REINSTATED, until further notice!

Overw helm ing response to our reports about expanded eligibility for PACE benefits. Stay in your hom e. Services delivered to you.
Reality: keep the cottage, your lifesavings. G et com prehensive, a t-h om e care.

Dozens of other fam ilies m ade the call. Folks just like you, except they p icked up the phone. Their loved ones will be getting needed care. At home.
All w ith no co-pays, donut holes, or out of pocket expenses. Keep your incom e.

M any other fam ilies are already taking advantage of the PACE benefits. Why not you? The call is free, the inform ation is free, the results can be priceless.

CALL THE PACE HOTLINE 1-800-317-2812
L if e Pl a n n in g ™ D e l iv e r s  Peace  O f M in d . . .  G u a r a n t e e d !

L if e P lan™ Guarantee
Pu t  U s T o  T h e  T est.

# l A t t f n d  A  W o rk s h o p  O r  W ib in a r  .. No C h a rg e !

#2 Compose You*  Lieeplantm With One Of Our 
Helpful. Friendly. Courteous. Kind, Cheerful 
Attorneys.

#3 When Y ou Ham Engaged In The Lieeplantm 
Process. You Choose One Of The- Following:

A. Quei n Size MyPii'eow’ And 
Deluxi Pillowcase 
(h it Ship Ever or i  Stiff heck?
You decide i d S t tk
White Noisi Si i i p Mai him 
(W ind W iv e t  h b b h t . S o  S o o fh lo ji l  g t

Electronic Metronome 1
ITIek. Tick Tick, H ith e r annoying actually J

D Sleepytimi ’ Hirhai Ti \ 
120 J  0 IQ  r N  M  e 

u ft
TT A m

Mwin-"

B

C'

#4 Put Us To The “Peace Oi Mind Good Night’s 
Sleep" Test!
(Y es, these are all the genuine article; the real 
M cC o y ! Accept N o Subsiitu ics!)

A. We w ill gel righl to w ork, drafting yo u r L ifeP lan ™  
docum ents. You receive your rev icw L ilc P la n ™  

(usually  em ail, but paper i f  you like). L e i's  go  over 

them together Everything just right!

B  In the m canlim c. carefu lly  note how your sleep 
is im proved by your choice o f  pillow, white 

noise or tea. (Forget about thai m etronom e... it is 
annoying.)

Y o u  B e T h e  J u d g e !
C . A l one o f  our com fortable, hom elike offices, or 

such other place as may be convenient, you create 

your L ife P la n ™  by sign ing a truly im pressive 
array o f  documents.

D. C alm in g w aves o f  re lie f and security w ash over 

you and your fam ily. •

E . Now com pare!

I G U A R A N T E E : .

You w ill enjoy peaceful sleep unlike any other 
eve r before! I  hope .

Your L ife P la n ™  Peace o f  M ind w ill heal the 

M y P illo w '. w hite noise m achine, metronome or 
S lccp ytim e ' tea. hands down! f o r i u r i l  

You w ill feel like a new person under the calm  

invigoration o f  your L ife P la n ™ !

d. Your friends w ill I 

aceuse you o f  ' 

plastic surgery 

as deep lines 

ntij^orry and 

anxtefy fade 

q u ick ly  aw ay ! '

YYowi

I f  your L ife P la n ™  does nol "knit 

up the ravelled  s leeve o f  ca re " (as 

Shakespeare said), select a different 

item M a y b e  th a t  w ill do th e  tr lc k i  

Verllyi

I II I. L A W  O F  I I (  I S O F

DAVID L. 
jCARRIER, P.C.|
ESTATE PI A N N IN C i A  I 1,1)1 R I A W  

\7  _____

A TTO R N EY

D a v id  L. C a r r ie r
38 Years Practicing Law

BA. Notre Dame; JD, Boston University Law 
Master of Laws. Tax. Georgetown University Law 

Captain. US Army, JAGC (veteran)

.ill'll., NAELA

Personal Attorney.
Grand Rapids Portage

4965 East Beltline Ave NE 3275 Cooley Ct.
Grand Rapids. Ml Portage. Ml
(616) 361 -8400 (269) 350-2323

6

Norton shores 
131 S. Seaway Drive 
Norton Shores. Ml 
(616) 361-8400

Holland 
12330 James Suite BIO 

Holland, Ml 
(616) 796-9600

K M M k

http://www.DavidCarrierLaw.com
mailto:David@DavidCarrierLaw.com
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55 & BETTER SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

2 0 %  O F F
End gu tte r c leaning forever!

Q

*
%

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No paym ent required until the job  
is finished and you're completely 
satisfied.

Lifetime Performance  
Guarantee. W e guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

Com petitive Pricing & 
Discounts. 2 0 %  off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior citizen & 
military discounts.

BBB IAA0F HY THF USA

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!

GO R H IN O !

Pre-Season Special 
Book Now and Save!

IT  S NOT PA IN T

I T  S  B E T T E R
Ceramic based coating that 

won’t chip, crack, or peel 
with a 25 year warranty.

Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate!

734-386-0891
Free Estimate No Hassle Consultation

O u tdo or Painting O nly

COMING FALL 2021
m m

LEASING OFFICE NOW OPEN
■ m m

L o c k w o o d

o f  S o u t h  L y o n

Spacious One & Two Bedroom Apartments 
Now At Special Construction Pricing. 

Hurry, Limited Time Only!
Schedule your personal appointment to 

learn all about The Lockwood Difference.
Call Today! (248) 430-2427

www.LockwoodofSouthLyon.com

Located at 20905 Pontiac Trail, 
across from Kroger in South Lyon.

www.Lockwoodofsouthlyon.com

http://www.LockwoodofSouthLyon.com


I'm inspired to do my 
best and advance in 
the industry. Gannett 
is the place to do that.

Ryan Singleton,
Production Manager,
The Examiner-Enterprise

MENARDS
B A C K E D  B Y  A  Y E A R - R O U N D  
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER

1 5 % OFF „
Y O U R  ENTIRE 
P U R C H A S E '

5 %  OFF
1 0 %  OFF

S EN IO R S &  M IL IT A R Y  
O N  TO P OF THE 1S%!

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS O N LY *

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

’Subject to  credit approval. Call for details.
• Flowers & Plants •  Seeds & Bulbs •  Trees & Shrubs 

• Lawn & Plant Care •  Insect & Pest Control 
•  Raised Garden Beds •  Greenhouses • Watering & Irrigation 

•  Pots, Planters & Hanging Baskets •  Garden & Landscaping Tools

AND MUCH MORE!
Stop in to your nearest Menards”0 location 

or visit M E N A R D s .co m /G ard en C en te r to learn more!

&

■* 5Y- ”  ■

M ic ro m e s h

uPVC Frame

H a n g e r

N e w  o r  E x is ting
G u tte rs

•  ̂  CALL US TO DAY FOR 
V *  A FREE ESTIMATE

WARRANTY v^JLHS

734-666-09
•the (ontump -•po'l.ng «gr*v j lonctuMrt A '6 month Outdoor Cesl of gutter guards m 20*0 *»MJ •nog'-.-eO .e»***ter as the »4gutter guard »yVem in Amenta * •»«> those ar*«o qua- fy On* coupon per househotd No nhligation estimate wand »or ' year ••Vusi present at oma or estimate see Represent at me »or »ufl warranty 0 runts Manu»arfured to WawiwtH. Michigan and processed at LMT Men e* Group irt OHto CSlB*10tt79* 00*1 *107S1SSa SSOI LnanseP 76S« license* 901*9 L-tense* 41 ISA ncense* Will l»t#ns** • 2S144 license* 21929* License* AO) 977 lt<*nse* 710271299R L.tense* 210C21/94R license* 2709D2i9)A license* tIAFFNW922J2 license* WVOM912 license* WC I9999 mi 7 Nassau HIC License* HO’0*7000 Registration* 1 7M47 Registration* Hie 0A4990S Registration* C 127279 Reg strelion* C’77230 Registration* 969920919 Registration* RC9479 Registi anon* |R71' S04 Registration* ’1VM0999T9O0 Registration* PA0A9M1 Suffolk MIC License* S2279 Hlicense* 7709169449 license* 292000072

Ryan is one o f Gannett’s emerging leaders and we invite 
you to  become another! Gannett has over 250 locations 
nationw ide w ith a variety o f production and d is tribu tion  
roles tha t accommodate many o f the transferable skill sets 
tha t you may already have.

Our most precious resource is our diverse workforce -  
people o f all backgrounds, cultures and skills. That’s why 
we’ve partnered w ith  the Urban League and NAACP to  help 
us iden tify  strong candidates who are looking to  groCv into 
a leadership role w ith in  Gannett.

*«l have a long history w ith Gannett, spending over 10 years 
in Michigan, before transferring to  Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
as Pressroom Manager, and now in my current position 
as Production Manager in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. My firs t 
p rio rity  was to  build trus t w ith  my new team — and I did 
tha t by listening, communicating, coaching, and inspiring 
them  to  bring the ir “A” game to  work every d ay ."

Full-time and part-tim e positions are available.
Contact Sydney Vernon, Sr. Manager/Talent Acquisition 
(9> 914-694-5335 or e-mail: svernon@gannett.com

For more, visit Gannett.com
Gannett. Be inspired to set your sights...higher!

G A N N E T T

A r e  y o u  r e a d y  t o  
g r o w  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ?

LOCALiO
MARKETING LAB

W ith  our free  learning hub, you ’ll 
learn ju s t how local m arketing  can 

help your business reach th e  right 
audience, in th e  rig h t places, at th e  

right tim e. No tests  or fancy softw are  

‘ required . Just e a s y -to -d ig e s t  

in form ation  th a t will m ake learning -  

and grow ing -  a breeze.

S t a r t  l e a r n i n g  n o w !
Visit: localiq.com/lab
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Cinema
Continued from Page 1A

with Matti’s Fresh Market. It closed last 
year during the shutdowns connected to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, leaving Milford 
without a movie theater for the first time 
in decades.

"Anyone who’s lived in Milford 
knows what a treasure this cinema was 
and what a tragedy it might be gone for 
good,” said Isaac Perry, another board 
member for the nonprofit, during the 
theater’s grand opening celebration 
May 14.

The group behind the Milford Inde
pendent Cinema then formed last fall 
and begun fundraising to bring movies 
back to town. They secured sponsors to 
pay for the rehabilitation o f the theater, 
which now sports an art deco theme 
throughout.

The group was able to secure enough 
funding to reopen the theater, using all 
its donations to get it ready.

The mission, Trice said, will remain 
the same as it had been previously: 
bring quality entertainment to the Mil
ford area.

“It was the importance o f the com
munal film experience to the communi
ty and to us,” he said. “We’ve always 
made that part o f what we’ve telling 
folks and we’re going to stay true to 
that.”

New seating was brought in, new de
cor adorns the walls and the snack bar 
has seen a facelift. Those seeking a 
snack during a film will find nothing but 
local Milford goodies, including coffee 
from Proving Grounds, candy from 
Sweet Retreats Chocolate Shoppe and 
even vegan cookies from the local Be
yond Juicery + Eatery.

It’s been an especially tough year for 
movie theaters, including smaller ones. 
The COVID-19 pandemic saw theater 
close across the country last spring, re
opening many months later before be
ing forced to close again in the winter 
due to increased COVID-19 cases. Fewer 
films were distributed and those origi
nally planned for theatrical releases 
were either shelved until this year or re
lease on streaming services.

Larger theaters such as the nearby 
Regal UA in Commerce Township closed 
for months and some have had to close 
altogether, such as The Lyon Theater in 
downtown South Lyon.

Andrea Perry, le ft, cuts th e  ribbon a t th e  grand opening o f the M ilford Independent Cinema.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOM ETOW NUFE.COM

and R-rated movies, with many films 
airing for roughly two weeks, Trice said. 
To see the upcoming films and buy 
tickets, as well as donate to the nonprof
it, visit milfordcinema.org.

Perry said the work the group put 
into bringing the theater back to life was 
tough, especially with many o f the 
board members who work as teachers in 
area schools. But completing the project 
and bringing the theater back to life was 
always an important achievement, Per
ry said.

“It has not been an easy endeavor to 
update this space," he said. “All o f us 
have full-time jobs, we’ve been volun
teering time whenever we can make 
space.

“We’ve made the time because this is 
a priority. And here we are. We’re 
thrilled to have you guys here."

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak(3>hometownlife.com or 734
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.
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“It has not been an easy 
endeavor to update this 
space.... We’ve made the 
time because this is a
priority. And here we are.”
Isaac Parry B oard  m e m be r

Showings at the Milford Indepen
dent Cinema will take place Wednesday 
through Sunday with one showing on 
weekdays and two showings each week
end day. The theater kicked o ff its new 
run with showings o f “The Lord o f the 
Rings: The Fellowship o f the Ring” to 
mark that film’s 20th anniversary. Trice 
said the theater had several dozen 
guests for the showings, including a few 
who drove from places like Ferndale and 
Owosso to attend.

Adult tickets are $7, and children/

Enzo G uitierrez points to  a movie 
poster o f a film  currently showing at 
th e  M ilford Independent Cinema.

senior tickets are $6 .
Trice said a mix o f film variety will 

take place, with family-friendly movies
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Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

248-372-9929
•Select Systems Apply, with approved credit, See Hoover for details

A/C Clean 
and check

Complete Safety  
Inspection. 

With Coupon. 
Expires 5/31/21

I i n U  WHATEVER IT TAKES.

| 18 Month No Interest on 
! New A/C Installations
• ‘ Restrictions apply

Flat Rate Pricing

FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call

Service Call Charge Waived 
with Work Performed

Same Day Service

A ll Our Technicians are 
Licensed and Background 
Checked

100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

15 Year No Hassle Warranty

T P U T E C H
C O N C R E T E  C O  A T  I N G S

734-236-9222

Experts Since 1980

New Floors in A Day!
•  Polyaspartic Polyurea Coating 

I  £  |  Systems

$300 OFF
■ F lo o r in g  P r o i ^ r t  QjU • Proprietary chip flake system is

I IV / v /  I I I I ^  I I U J  C L  L  mnoA in/ o»ohia anil isa*

^  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  16x stronger than Epoxy.

L J  I  I  I I  I I  •  Guaranteed not to chip or peel for
I  w r I I I  15 years. .

100% UV stable and will not fade.

^  Mention Newspaper. Expires 5/31/21 j  •  Easy to Keep Clean.

mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
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foe’s Produce
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Gourmet Market & Catering
Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!
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Shop Online for Delivery or Curbside 
Pickup at ShopJoofProduco.com

' >IV* A  ,  >. -V

3 3 066 W. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia. Ml 48 152
248.477.4333 

STORE HOURS: non sat 9 8  sun 9 7

Your Votes Hava Boon Countadl
Wtth your M p , w . ira  ttw proud wtnn*ri of: 

2020 BIST OF THE REST 
LOCAL GMOCEKV STORE* MEAT COUNTm/DEU

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  t ,  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  b u i l r f s i -

> f t ’. h>

' t

Sale Valid 0 5 .2 6 .2 1 - 0 6 0 1 2 1  
While Supplies Last • Prices sublect to change. 
Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter in the Areal

N

E r l. I9 4 S

F resh  • L o c a l  • N a tu r a l

USUAPremtum 
Choice Angus

M E A T
USDAPremium 
Choice Angus

WINE 
CELLAR

Check Oat The New hast lisptays
Choice Angus

aen 1M Strip Steak PecMllf-Tli TapSHsinStuk
$16.99 lb $12.49 III $19.99 lb

S a v e  $ 2 .0 0

Joe s Ready to Grill j  Josh Cellars
Choice Angus tnumi Bristol Pathos $7.99 ’ Legacy. Cabernet & Merlot Jjq

Ground Beef . .. .. $12"

S a v e  $ 3 .0 0

USDA Prime
New York 

Strip Steak
$20.99 lb

CHOICE

S a v e  $ 1 .5 0

USDAPremium

Yellow Tail
150ml, III Varietals 

2 /$ 1 0
Mezzacorona

750ml. I l l  Varietals

S a v e  $ 8 .0 0

From Chuck
$4.99 lb

S a v e  5 0 c

fining ChuckPaaies $549
S a v e  $ 1 .5 0

Bocoi Cheddar Ponies $649
S a v e  $ 1 .5 0

Premium Fresh Premium Fresh
AHNatunl All Natural

Boneless Poik Chops Poik Steak
$3.99 lb $2.69 lb ■

S a v e  $ 1 .0 0  S a v e  $ 2 .3 0

Fresh Housemade Sausage
Spinach Feta Chicken $3.99 lb &,<* $1.00
Buffalo Bleu Cheese $3.99 Ih &»«* $1.00
Sheboygan Bratwurst $3.99lbsa iex/o«
Jalapeno Cheddar Brats $4.99 lbs»™ si.oo
Philly Steak & Cheese $4 .99 ibw *j5o

Premium Fresh 
AHNatunl

Western Style 
Country Ribs
$249 lb

Zaccagnini
Red or Pinot Grigio

$14.99

Domaine Heuchart
Cotes De Provence 

Rose
$17.99

Send Nudes
Rose

$19.99 v J

S a v e  8 0 c
ft * wgw

Entrees to Go
Marinated Chicken Kadobs

Italian, Herts Gallic, 
Mesquite or Teriyaki

$5.99 lb
S a v e  $ 3 .0 0

CenSea is
EZ Peel Shrimp

-fo  'mu**. • ■ r* -

16/29 Ct Package

CenSea
Cooked Shrimp

 16/20 Ct Package
$9:99 pkg $11.99 pkg

$ 3 .0 0  S a v e  $ 3 .0 0

^ f  Fresh Wild
Whitnflsh

248477-4311 
Hours 9am-6pm 
Closed Monday and Tuesday

M ade from  Scratch

French Apple
Vienna Turnovers

$4.49 ea $2.49 ea
S a v e  5 0 c  S a v e  5 0 c

Jumbo
Cookies
$1.49 ea

S E A F O O D
Fresh

Tilapia 
Fillets

$7.99 lb
S a v e  $ 1 .0 0

Fillets
$ 10.99 lb

S a v e  $ 1 .0 0

Supreme Choice
Bacon Wrapped Scallops

7 CT Package
$6.99 pkg

S a v e  $ 1 .0 0

■ Supreme Choice
Lobster Rangoons

7 CT Package
$4.99 pkg

S a v e  $ 1 .0 0

S a v e  8 0 c

Fresh
Catfish Fillets

■ $ 7.99 ib M f l
S a v e  $ 1 .0 0  

M n u H M m m M M M H mm
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‘■f 1, Joe’s Produce
i J' W

G ourm et M arke t r
Fresh • Local • Natural

' ' i  ’ •: • * '  J j f  • . i f
Shop Onlino for Dolivory or Curbsido 
Pickup at ShopJoosProduca.com

33152 W. Seven Mile Road. Livonia. Ml 48152
248477.4333 

Sale Valid 5-26-21 ttiru 6-01-21 
MON-SAT 9-8 SUN 9-7

Gourmet Market & Catering
Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

:

H  V U / . U *  I
■  B E ST  OK T H l f lbest-

wn.’  .v- 1  
, * i ^ i a  y- .T- /

-‘joe’s Gourmet', V w  ' * 
Catering A Events ’V

Weddings, showers, 
graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 
whatever your event I 

Visit us at:

I  Your V otes H a v *  B ««n C o u n ted !
— V I  WKtv your h «ip  w s m th s  proud wtraws oC

7  '

2020MSTOFTMiMST 
x w r  STom *  m u t  cou

W» appntlatm you S  your continued business.

L 4
.'SM

r
24*477 4333

MSSLJ

leriest fresh Men a Saafeed Couatar la tha Areal
IM ta a f Ova/tty Hand-Selected frefts aatf ¥ o§e tablesk % ’ ^  •' • / •
Over 1080 Hems tram Geormet a Oemestlc Cheeses te 
Premium Bell Meats a freshly MaOe Salaris

^  V’
- • v J r

www > togt Hir mrtratrring .c«>m 
or the knot P R O D U C E

D r t S C O l lS  f i n n r n i f l

California Blueberries
Stnmdemes f ttg U g M  y  hr. Container

e o n 9 i b ' *  i A x
\  /  , , * L

u in tM td s^ . s T̂omatoes
wnrne/ v onjhpne

Mushrooms , j j L  c i& q
8 o i .p n g .r - ^ i r  -

, 2 m
... ‘V? ,&m

Georgia
Sweet Corn

Cleaned and Trl

$ 2 ( 9 9

0 — 1 A rt t t  B n a d - F n s U  H e m e  M ade [ve n td a r-d s la a  Moa BM O Fleur

ORGANIC
Organic

Grape Tomatoes 
2 / $ 5

Romaine Hearts
3 Pack 

2 /$ 6
Organic

Avocados
3 / $ 5

California Grapefruit
2 / $ 3

, .  lb
S a t  e  $ 3 . 0 0

— »J nDMDNRRMfi 
Cedar Hollow
Chermwood 
Smoked Ham

• $ 6 .9 9 ,b
W K S a v e  $ 2  0 0  
A« • »  Dearborn

Homestyle Chicken
$ 6 . 4 9  ib

Sa ve $1.50 ,

,

PASTA 
> Fresh Housemade Pasta $ 4 . 9 9

i «§[ FINE CHEESES
Henri Hutln BelGioioso 

Sharo ProvoloneBrleCouronne
50% Creme Wedge Wedge

[ $ 8 !4 9 .b $ 6 . 9 9  .b
I S a r r f s J o }  S a v e  $ 3 . 0 0

Smoked Farfalle 
St. Louis Ribs Pasta Salad

OldTyme am a Dearborn
Hard Salami Oven Roasted Turkey
$4.99| ^ B H M M

S a v e  $ 2 . 0 0...
c.mni o Gastello
Creamy Harvarti 

Cheese
$ 8 . 9 9  ib

S a v e  $ 2 . 5 0

0  OMTvme
Swiss Cheese 
$ 4 . 4 9  ib

S a v e  $ 2 . 5 0

Beemster 
Classic 18 Montli
Gouda Wedge 
$ 1 3 . 9 9  ib

S a v e  $ 6 . 0 0  B

EVERYDAY GOURMET!____
Jam m

Classic Colo maw

$6 .99  l b  $4.99  l b  m m r

JSav7$lM /  '->x [E Save $1.00
$9 .99  m

Baked 
Beans

$4.99 in

Kitchen Ready wiioib pooled
Broths

Save $1.00

I  C h e f ’s  F e a tu r e  .
House Smoked Pulled Pork $ 9 .9 9  ibJ

CAFE

Hero
Fruit Nectar

Bonne Maman SanMarzanoTamateas
Preserves 28« c«

1392* Jar $ 3l 6 9 ?

la Valle
AllVarledos

$ 3 . 9 9  e a  Cheeped er Peeled
S a v e  $ 1 . 0 0 . . f i l l R M l T l l M t H S

S a v e  $ 1 .6 0

248-477-4311 
H o u rs  9am -6pm  
C losed M o n day  and Tuesday  
M ade from  Scratch

French Apple
Vienna Turnovers
$ 4 . 4 9  $ 2 . 4 9

S a v e  5 0 c  S a v e  5 0 c

Jumbo Cookies 
$ 1 .4 9

S a v e  HOC

Joe’s fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special
lamaican M eCiafy $ 6 . 9 9  lb IS

City Bird
Detroit Sttckers

$ 2 .9 9 * .
S a v e  5 0 c

RestRuy 
of the Week

Yellow Tall

c o o n
D A  t T D V  v t . Z U e a
r A a  I  R Y

Strawberry Shortcake ^
6 " 8 "

$19.99 ea $29.99
_ _ £ £ «  v e  $ 3 . 0 0  S a v e

Dn.bl'^inp.AP ChersSppcUl Chocglatt Dipped Red. White tllpe
R̂ « 6l « ses Blue Velvet Cake Strawherrfes
S 1 0 .9 9 S 1  r  $ 2 2 .9 9 .> $ 3 . 9 9

WINE CELLAR I
IwhwCw m i  i ne new nese msmnie

Josh Cellars DomalneHouchart Mezzacorona
750 urn. AM VartMtalM leoacv. CahetMU Mwtot COtOS DO PrOVOnCO 750 ml All Varietals

2/$10 $12.99 ~ n $6.99™S17.99
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Livonia Stevenson baseball climbs back
Defeats Hartland to claim KLAA title
Colin Gay H o m e to w n life .co m  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

In the two days leading up to his 
team’s KLAA championship game 
against Hartland, Livonia Stevenson 
head baseball coach Rick Berryman

turned up the dial on his team’s pitching 
machine.

In practice, each hitter took turns fac
ing 90-mph pitches, forcing them to be 
quick, to be short to the ball.

“ (Berryman) uses the word veloci- 
tized,”’ senior catcher Landon Macek

said. “It gets your hips through quicker 
and gets you shorter to the ball, so you 
have more time to read pitches and get 
used to hitting faster pitches.”

When Macek came up to the plate in 
the bottom o f the seventh inning, run
ner on second base in a championship 
game locked at 8 -8 , that was his main 
thought: be short to the ball.

The senior drove the ball just over the

head o f Hartland first baseman Aidan 
Rockel, getting centerfielder Collin Han- 
rahan home and giving Stevenson 
(27-6) the 9-8 walk-off win against Har
tland (24-3-1) for the program’s first 
KLAA championship

“They buy into our coaching philoso
phy and, to the best o f their ability, they

See BASEBALL, Page 4B
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Plymouth senior Zoe W eber, who was diagnosed w ith Hodgkin’s lym phoma in January, celebrates a score w ith  her team m ates on senior night against Canton.
PHOTOS BY EMILY FLORENCE/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Girls lacrosse player sets aside 
lymphoma light for senior night

USA TODAY SPORTS ^

Colin Gay H o m e to w n life .co m  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Zoe Weber stood in the Plymouth 
girls lacrosse huddle before the team’s 
senior night against Canton. She knew 
she was going to play, somehow.

Weber and teammate Erin Donnelly 
concocted the scheme: Donnelly, a fel
low senior, would check herself out o f 
the game with five minutes to go, giving 
Weber the chance to play for the first 
time in more than a year.

Plymouth head coach Steven Rooney 
was not aware o f Weber’s plan. But he, 
along with Weber’s parents, were plan
ning to make it happen for her even 
sooner.

"We were in the huddle before and he 
went through the starting lineup,” We
ber said. “He was like, ‘Zoe, you’re going

to be starting on low attack.’
“I was like, ‘What?’”
Playing was an opportunity Weber 

craved, something she took for granted 
until Hodgkin’s Lymphoma took the 
majority o f her senior season away.

The diagnosis

In November, Weber knew that 
something physically was not right. Her 
throat was bothering her, but she attrib
uted it to allergies. But it didn’t stop, 
leading to chest pains she had never felt 
before and issues with swallowing.

In January, Weber had enough. She 
told her parents to take her to the doctor. 
Those examining her told Weber and 
her parents they thought initially it was

See FIGHT, Page 2B Weber, foreground, played all but 39 seconds in th e  firs t half.

Momentum carries Novi boys track and field to regional title
Colin Gay H o m e to w n life .c o m  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Heading into his first season as the 
head coach o f Novi’s boys track and field 
team, Danny Taylor had an idea o f what 
he wanted it to look like.

A veteran o f the Wildcats’ coaching 
staff for the past seven years, Taylor 
wanted to put forward his idea o f a

“track family,” a united front standing 
together and working toward the same 
goal.

Novi senior Miles Brown knows what 
his coach is suggesting, but he calls it 
something different: an army. It’s a bat
talion that doesn’t expect to win, but 
does everything in its power to make it 
happen.

With the results to show for it — an

undefeated KLAA schedule, a confer
ence title — Novi, continuing to show up 
for battle, continued to be victorious by 
winning the Region 7 title as a team at 
Farmington High School Saturday and 
advancing to the Division 1 Michigan 
high school state meet June 5.

The Wildcats secured first place with 
136 points — 59 more points than sec
ond-place Oak Park — totaling she indi

vidual regiopal champions and 11 indi- 
vidual-event state qualifiers.

"They bought in early, they put the 
work in and they are reaping the re
wards all over the season, so it's been in
credible,” Taylor said.

Taylor knew something special was 
in store for the Wildcats when both o f

See TRACK, Page 7B

I n t e g r i t y  ^  

i s  t h e  D i f f e r e n c e
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QUALITY VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE

2 4 8 - 3 4 9 - 5 1 1 5
807 Doheny Dr. Northville, Ml 48167

http://www.davisautocare.com


2B I THURSDAY.  MAY 27,  2021 I O S E M E D I A  ( n n n r )

Howell native qualifies for U.S. Olympic swimming trials
Bill Khan L iv in g s to n  D aily 

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Some athletes grow up dreaming of 
becoming an Olympian.

Howell’s Hunter Gubeno, despite his 
incredible swimming success, wasn’t 
one o f them.

“No, not even close,” he said. "It’s a 
whole different level, even in college. 1 
never thought I’d be close to making 
NCAA’s my freshman year, never 
thought I’d be on A’ relays at Cincinnati. 
It’s all kind o f hit me. It hasn’t sunk in 
yet. It’s just been amazing.”

In high school, Gubeno came a long 
way from not qualifying for the state 
meet as a freshman to winning two 
events in the state meet two years later.

The quantum leaps in performance 
have continued as he’s moved on to col
lege.

Gubeno made an immediate impact 
at the University o f Cincinnati as a 
freshman, something he didn’t expect. 
It was only when he was getting his 
name in the school record book on the 
Bearcats' relays and nearly breaking in
dividual records that he thought quali
fying for the U.S. Olympic Team Trials 
was an achievable goal.

“It kind o f just hit me when I got there 
and started improving a lot,” Gubeno 
said. “Obviously, it’s a little scary to 
think maybe I’ll plateau. My training has 
been very good. I think I’ll continue like 
that.”

Buoyed by the success he experi
enced as a freshman, Gubeno continued 
training toward a possible spot in the 
Trials. In a long-course meet last week

end in West Virginia, Gubeno qualified 
in three events with times o f 56.43 sec
onds in the 100-meter backstroke, 
2:02.97 in the 200 backstroke and 
2:03.86 in the 200 individual medley.

He placed second in the 100 back
stroke and didn’t swim finals in the oth
er two events.

Gubeno qualified for Wave I o f the 
Trials, which will take place June 4-7 in 
Omaha, Neb., by hitting the original 
qualifying times. The times were low
ered to limit the number o f swimmers 
competing because o f COVID-19 proto
cols.

Only swimmers in Wave II, which is 
June 13-20 in Omaha, can compete for 
spots on the Olympic team. Swimmers 
in Wave I can advance to Wave II by 
placing in the top two in their event.

“Honestly, I didn’t think this would 
happen,” Gubeno said. "Maybe in 2024 
when the next Trials are; I never thought 
it would be now. I had big time drops. 
With COVID, I didn’t get any long- 
course training in the last year. Having 
about a month or so before this meet to 
qualify was just enough.”

Gubeno hopes to advance to Wave II, 
but isn’t putting pressure on himself.

“I think I’ll have a great time,” he said. 
“It will be a great experience, even for 
2024, at least getting my name out there 
a little bit. I’m just having fun with it this 
year.”

Gubeno’s high school career, like 
those o f so many others last year, ended 
in disappointment. Winter sports were 
shut down, then ultimately canceled, 
the day before the state swimming and 
diving meet.

Gubeno, Livingston County’s first 
state champion when he won two 
events as a junior, was the overwhelm
ing No. 1 seed in the 500-yard freestyle 
and 100 backstroke. The impact o f CO
VID extended into the summer, as he 
was unable to get into an indoor pool to 
prepare for his first college season. He 
was able to get access to an outdoor pool 
in Northville shortly before leaving for 
Cincinnati.

"It did make me a little nervous, but 
once I got down here and got into the 
training process, I knew it would be 
good for me,” he said. “I knew the coach
es would know what to do in the situa
tion, and it paid off.”

Gubeno was ready to perform once

the season began, winning the 20 0  
backstroke and 20 0  individual medley 
in his first dual meet. He went on to 
score the most points o f any freshman 
in the American Athletic Conference 
meet, placing second in the 20 0  back
stroke and swimming on a first-place 
20 0  medley relay team and second- 
place 200 freestyle and 400 freestyle 
relays. He helped the Bearcats set 
school records in all three relays.

He was awarded Cincinnati's Rookie 
o f the Year award.

“Maybe individually I thought I’d be 
in the mix,” Gubeno said. "Definitely in 
those relays, I never thought I would be 
on the ‘A’ relays swimming the anchor 
spot or on a freestyle relay.”

Fight
Continued from Page IB

a thyroid issue. A biopsy told a different
story.

“I just looked at the doctor and said, 
‘You've seen the ultrasound. You’ve 
seen what they’ve pulled out o f her 
neck. You know what it looks like. It’s 
not an infection, it’s not whatever,” Kim 
Weber, Zoe’s mother, said. “What are 
you thinking?’

“He said, ‘I’m going to tell you right 
now Zoe, you have cancer. I don’t know 
what kind, but you do.’”

Weber was diagnosed with Hodg
kin’s Lymphoma Jan. 18. The Plymouth 
senior would have to undergo chemo
therapy, losing her hair and, possibly, 
damaging her reproductive system.

“I just broke down,” Zoe said. “I 
couldn’t imagine having cancer. I never 
would have thought that I would have 
cancer.”

She couldn’t believe it. She didn’t 
want to believe it. Zoe Weber wanted to 
go on with her life, play a senior season 
with the Wildcats after the COVID-19 
pandemic canceled the 2020 season. At 
that moment, she knew her fight was 
elsewhere, somewhere she didn’t ex
pect it would be.

She was angry, sad and frustrated, 
unable to do the normal things she took 
for granted: going to school, seeing her 
friends, playing the sport she loved.

As the chemotherapy treatment 
started, Dr. Mark Kaminski, director o f 
the Multidisciplinary Lymphoma Clinic 
for the University o f Michigan Rogel 
Cancer Center, made one theme clear to 
Weber and her family.

"Just consider this a speed bump in 
the road o f life and that we’ll get through 
this,” Doug Weber, Zoe’s father, was 
told.

Adjusting to her fight

Heading into his second year with as 
the head coach o f the team, Rooney was 
planning on building his team around 
Weber. The senior had everything he 
needed: the stick skills, the condition
ing and the knowledge to khow when to 
be aggressive and when to pass.

It was something that always came 
easily to Weber, following in the foot
steps o f her older sister Jill — who was 
the first in the Weber family to take up 
the sport — and trailblazing her own 
path: becoming the second freshman in 
Plymouth history to start in her first 
season and eventually earning a college 
scholarship to play lacrosse at Lock 
Haven University.

Rooney expected to have a star player 
at his disposal in 2 0 2 1, until an after
school conversation with Zoe and Doug 
Weber.

“Literally, I just remember this sink
ing feeling," Rooney said about when he 
was told o f her diagnosis. “ It’s two-fold. 
From a program perspective, you are 
like, Man, that’s one o f the key players.’ 
But from a human perspective, I 
wouldn’t wish it on anybody, but a 17- 
year-old? That’s crushing "

Zoe W eber had to  put on hold her lacrosse playing at Plymouth High while she 
battles Hodgkin's lym phoma this spring. She poses for a portra it w ith  her 
parents Doug, le ft, and Kim, right, and boyfriend, Spencer Vos, second from  le ft.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOW NLIFE.COM

Weber was not done with Plymouth, 
asking Rooney what role she could play 
on the team moving forward. The senior 
found herself on the sideline, becoming 
a coach, a mentor and a friend to those 
on the Wildcats roster.

Even though Weber didn’t have a 
stick in her hands, she wanted to be 
there for her teammates, cheering them 
on and helping any way that she could.

“I just have a love for the sport and I 
wanted to be a part o f it because it’s my 
high school team and I’m never going to 
get it back,” she said. “I still wanted to be 
a part o f it even if I wasn’t playing.”

In Weber, Rooney had another set o f 
eyes to catch mistakes or trends in prac
tices and games he was unable to catch, 
saying that her voice carried weight on 
the sideline.

But Weber knew where she wanted to 
be. She wanted to play.

Her father could sense that longing 
for the stick to be in her hands as the 
season continued, telling family and 
close friends she feared her senior sea
son was passing her by.

Doug Weber approached Rooney 
about the possibility o f putting his 
daughter in for a few minutes on senior 
night. She was getting stronger, but her 
doctors advised against any lacrosse as 
she continued to heal.

Rooney, knowing that Canton was 
not the most physical team, worked 
with Zoe’s parents on a plan: put her out 
there for a few minutes, monitor her 
play and take her out when necessary.

From the first face o ff against the 
Chiefs on senior night, that plan 
changed.

Time to shine

Two minutes. That’s all Rooney was 
expecting out o f Weber. He started her 
out low, so she didn't have to run as 
much, and just waited to see how she 
would respond to live lacrosse action.

Weber could not be contained.
“Next thing you know, she’s down

there, she’s being aggressive,” Rooney 
said.

Kim and Doug Weber stood on the 
sideline, watching their daughter try 
and do what she always did. Zoe’s 
mother could see that she was holding 
back, knowing that she knew her own 
limitations. But the parents were anx
ious nonetheless.

“Any time the ball went her way, I was 
just thinking, ‘Oh please Lord, don’t get 
hurt. Just catch the ball, pass the ball. 
Catch the ball, make a shot. Keep it mov
ing and don’t get caught too much in the 
mix o f things,”’ Kim Weber said.

As two minutes turned to five, and 
five to 10, Weber continued to play, tak
ing a break once in the first half for a 
breather and some water. In that span, 
she turned to her parents, gave them a 
thumbs up, and returned to the game.

She played all but 39 seconds in the 
first half against Canton, while playing 
the.majority o f the second.

Rooney watched Weber give her all 
on the field, questioning what the after
math o f this effort would be! The Ply
mouth head coach trusted his senior to 
know her limits, to make sure she would 
get her moment, but safely.

Her moment came soon after she first 
gained possession in the first half.

She took a pass, running through a 
slew o f Canton defenders, finding an 
opening in the middle o f the goal. She 
found her shot, watching the ball 
scream past the goalkeeper for her first 
goal o f the season.

Weber nearly collapsed, emotions 
overwhelming her as her teammates 
flooded the field. It was what she had 
been waiting for.

“Just being on the field, getting those 
goals and after the goals, everybody 
coming and hugging me and everyone 
cheering,” she said. “It was just a special 
moment for me just being out there.”

To Rooney, it was a moment for ev 
erybody, watching his whole team cele
brate, seeing how invested they are in 
each other, how supportive they are o f

each other.
And for Doug Weber, it was the mo

ment he wanted to see from his daugh
ter, in a way that showed o ff what she 
had been for Plymouth previously.

“They didn’t have to let her do any
thing,” he said. “She did it on her own.”

Return to the sideline

Since Zoe’s diagnosis, the Weber 
family has seen an outpouring o f sup
port from those around them.

Friends, family and people in their 
community have united to provide emo
tional and financial support, including a 
prom set up by the Shed Neck Founda
tion: a non-profit organization that 
helps teenage cancer patients in the 
Plymouth-Canton area.

“I think it’s a credit to Zoe, how she is 
so well liked by everyone,” Doug Weber 
said. “She has touched so many people 
in a positive manner in her life. In a self
ish way, it kind o f makes Kim and 1 feel 
like we did something a little bit right in 
raising her.”

But on senior night, Zoe Weber did 
not want sill o f the attention to be on her.

As she approached the tunnel to take 
the field, her mother said Zoe asked her 
why each player had a purple ribbon on 
their sticks.

“‘This isn’t cancer night, it’s senior 
night,”’ Kim Weber remembers hearing 
from her daughter.

Zoe Weber just wanted one normal 
night; a night where she could put her 
lacrosse skills on display with no stip
ulations, without Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
weighing her down, limiting her ability.

Senior night was as close as she could 
come to normalcy in her senior season, 
scoring two goals and recording an as
sist against rival Canton and ending the 
night with a prom proposal from her 
boyfriend.

Now, Weber knows what she is capa
ble of. She knows she can play lacrosse, 
not to the level she was at previously, 
but at a level she feels she can sustain as 
she works herself back to full strength 
as her treatment nears its end.

However, Zoe’s parents and coaches 
made clear this was a one- time thing: 
that she would not be able to take the 
field for Plymouth again this season.

“You did great. You did awesome. You 
exceeded my expectations, and I think 
you probably exceeded your own expec
tations,” Rooney said his message to Zoe 
Weber was. “You have to kind o f take 
that to the bank for right now.

“Give the treatment that final run, get 
healthy because you have a college ca
reer ahead o f you.”

Weber knows returning to the side
line will be hard. She knows coaching 
Plymouth for the rest o f the season will 
be difficult.

But the feeling that she had scoring 
her first goal o f her senior season is 
something she will never forget.

“I really had an amazing time and I 
wish I could have that again," Weber 
said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
egay@hometownlife.eom or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7.

mailto:egay@hometownlife.eom
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Northville boys track and field wins 
first regional crown in over 50 years
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The Northville boys track and field 
team cruised to victory at the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association Re
gion 5 championship.

The win earned the Mustangs their 
first regional title since 1968 and only 
the second in school history.

“I’m so happy for these young men,” 
Northville coach Tim Dalton said. “This 
has been a long time coming.”

The Mustangs topped the 15-school 
field with 136 points. Canton was next 
with 96, followed by Livonia Franklin 
(64.5), Salem (60), and Plymouth (55).

“Salem beat us head-to-head earlier 
this spring, so we were the underdogs 
coming into this meet," Dalton said.

Dalton said the team has come close 
to winning a number o f times in the 
past.

“This isn’t the most talented team 
we’ve had, but every guy we put out 
there was selfless yesterday and today,” 
Dalton said.

The meet was split into two days with 
the field events held at Roosevelt High 
School in Wyandotte on Thursday while 
the running events were held at River 
Rouge High School on Friday.

After the field events were tallied, 
Canton scored 68 points and held a 
commanding lead over the Mustangs, 
who scored 28.

“1 thought we performed really well 
in throws and jumps,” Dalton said. “But 
a 40-point deficit is a steep hill to climb.”

Leading the charge for the Mustangs 
was Ty Schembri.

The junior won the 400-meter
(50.71), took fourth in the 100-meter
(11.71), and anchored the seventh place 
800-meter relay. That team, with Em
manuel Tchonang, Andrew Xiong and 
Logan Dooley, finished in 1:37.21.

Schembri went on to win the 200- 
meter in 23.04 seconds after entering 
the event unseeded since he had not 
competed in that distance this year.

“Ty puts the team before himself as 
an individual," Dalton said.

Senior Jacob Meek also turned in a 
solid day for Northville. Meek teamed 
up with Brandon Latta, Jake Bulat and

N orthville ’s girls and boys track and field team s took hom e regional titles  in 2021. c o u r t e s y  o f  t im  d a l t o n

Nathan Hayes to win the 3,200-meter 
relay in 8:05.04. He also finished the 
3,200-meter run in 9:55.77 in fourth 
place.

Meek led the Mustangs in the 1,600, 
finishing third in 4:29.51. He was fol
lowed by Brady Heron (4th, 4:34.91), 
Brock Malaikal (5th, 4:35.94), Noah 
Eckenroth (6th, 4:38.09), Matthew 
Krahe (7th, 4:38.80), and Hayes (8th, 
4:40.94) who all finished in scoring po
sitions.

Latta finished his day with a third- 
place finish in the 800-meter (1:58.04) 
and anchored the winning 1,600 relay 
with Tchonang, McCallum, and Mat
thew Krahe.

In the 110-meter hurdles, Ethan Krahe 
ran a personal-best 16.22 in which he 
finished runner-up.

Moving on to the MHSAA state final 
meet are Schembri (200, 400), Ethan 
Krahe (110 high hurdles), the 1,600-me
ter relay and 3,200-meter relay. The 
state finals will be at East Kentwood 
High School on June 5.

Northville girls track and field 
wins ninth-straight regional title

After the 2020 track and field season 
was canceled, the Northville girls lost a 
number o f varsity contributors. But dur
ing the 2021 season, the Mustangs have 
continued where they left o ff in 2019.

The Mustangs won their ninth con
secutive regional championship Friday, 
tallying 164 points. KLAA West foe Ply
mouth was the closest challenger to 
Northville, scoring 87 points. Dearborn 
Edsel Ford finished third (67), followed 
by Livonia Churchill (59), Wayne Me
morial (48), and Canton (40).

“We put a lot o f time earlier in the 
week looking at our lineup, and we put 
our best team out there today,” Dalton 
said.

The Mustangs never looked back 
from leading the meet after the field 
events concluded on the first day.

Delaney Hopkins won the discus 
with a throw o f 111’ 11”. Natalie Kearney 
took second, throwing 110’ 4”. In the shot 
put, Chyna Johnson continued her im
pressive season with her second-place 
finish (37’ 1”).

Kaylee Chirgwin jumped five feet in 
the high jump which was good for third 
place. Juliana Imbuzeiro (4’ 10”) was 
fifth. Alia Bournay and Keira Courtney 
both scored in the long jump, leaping 15’ 
7” (4th) and 14’ 10” (6th) respectively.

Northville was also solid on the track.
Senior Yasmine Mansi won two indi

vidual events for the Mustangs and con
tributed on two winning relays.

She started her day in the 3,200-me
ter relay with Ella Christensen, Emily 
Gordon and Gina Couyoumjian, finish
ing in 9:47.30.

In the 1600-meter, Mansi broke the 
tape in 5:11.17. Christensen finished sec
ond in a personal-best time o f 5:13.09.

Mansi also won the 800-meter in 
2:16.29 — a personal-best — before 
teaming up with Gordon, Elle Slater, and 
Angel McCray to win the 1,600-meter re
lay (4:03.15). Gordon (2:21.01) and 
Couyoumjian (2:21.74) also scored in the 
800-meter, finishing fourth and fifth, 
respectively.

McCray also scored high for North
ville. She took second in the 400-meter 
(59.22), third in the 100-meter (13.10) 
and anchored the runner-up 400 relay 
with Mela Salah, Courtney, and Bour- 
nny.

Jennie Line, in only her third race o f 
the season, won the 3,200-meter 
(11:08.59). Christensen also scored in 
the event, taking fifth in 12:05.03.

Freshman Abby Byers took third in 
the 10 0 -meter hurdles, missing out on 
the second automatic state qualifying 
place by five-hundredths o f a second

In the 200-meter, Bournay finished 
seventh (28.14) and Elle Slater took 8 th 
(28.25) to score for the Mustangs.

“These girls stepped up when they 
needed to,” Dalton said.

Representing the Mustangs at the 
MHSAA state final meet will be McCray, 
Mansi, Christensen, Johnson, Hopkins, 
Slater, Bournay, Gordon, Couyoumjian, 
Line, Kearney, Salah, and Courtney.
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Howell native qualifies for U.S. Olympic swimming trials

How ell’s H unter Gubeno, a freshm an at th e  University o f C incinnati, qualified for 
th e  U.S. Olympic Team Trials in th ree events, u n i v e r s i t y  o f  C in c in n a t i  a t h l e t i c s

Bill Khan L iv in g s to n  Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Some athletes grow up dreaming of 
becoming an Olympian.

Howell’s Hunter Gubeno, despite his 
incredible swimming success, wasn’t 
one o f them.

“No, not even close,” he said. “It’s a 
whole different level, even in college. I 
never thought I’d be close to making 
NCAA’s my freshman year, never 
thought I’d be on ‘A’ relays at Cincinnati. 
It’s all kind o f hit me. It hasn’t sunk in 
yet. It’s just been amazing.”

In high school, Gubeno came a long 
way from not qualifying for the state 
meet as a freshman to winning two 
events in the state meet two years later.

The quantum leaps in performance 
have continued as he’s moved on to col
lege.

Gubeno made an immediate impact 
at the University o f Cincinnati as a 
freshman, something he didn’t expect. 
It was only when he was getting his 
name in the school record book on the 
Bearcats’ relays and nearly breaking in
dividual records that he thought quali
fying for the U.S. Olympic Team Trials 
was an achievable goal.

“It kind o f just hit me when I got there 
and started improving a lot * Gubeno 
said. "Obviously, it’s a little scary to 
think maybe I’ll plateau. My training has 
been very good. I think I’ll continue like 
that.”

Buoyed by the success he experi
enced as a freshman, Gubeno continued 
training toward a possible spot in the 
Trials. In a long-course meet last week

end in West Virginia, Gubeno qualified 
in three events with times o f 56.43 sec
onds in the 10 0 -meter backstroke, 
2:02.97 in the 200 backstroke and 
2:03.86 in the 200 individual medley.

He placed second in the 100 back
stroke and didn’t swim finals in the oth
er two events.

Gubeno qualified for Wave I o f the 
Trials, which will take place June 4-7 in 
Omaha, Neb., by hitting the original 
qualifying times. The times were low
ered to limit the number o f swimmers 
competing because o f COVID-19 proto
cols.

Only swimmers in Wave II, which is 
June 13-20 in Omaha, can compete for 
spots on the Olympic team. Swimmers 
in Wave I can advance to Wave II by 
placing in the top two in their event.

“Honestly, I didn’t think this would 
happen,” Gubeno said. “Maybe in 2024 
when the next Trials are; I never thought 
it would be now. I had big time drops. 
With COVID, I didn’t get any long- 
course training in the last year. Having 
about a month or so before this meet to 
qualify was just enough.”

Gubeno hopes to advance to Wave II, 
but isn’t putting pressure on himself.

"I think I’ll have a great time,” he said. 
“It will be a great experience, even for 
2024, at least getting my name out there 
a little bit. I’m just having fun with it this 
year.”

Gubeno’s high school career, like 
those o f so many others last year, ended 
in disappointment. Winter sports were 
shut down, then ultimately canceled, 
the day before the state swimming and 
diving meet.

Gubeno, Livingston County’s first 
state champion when he won two 
events as a junior, was the overwhelm
ing No. 1 seed in the 500-yard freestyle 
and 100 backstroke. The impact o f CO
VID extended into the summer, as he 
was unable to get into an indoor pool to 
prepare for his first college season. He 
was able to get access to an outdoor pool 
in Northville shortly before leaving for 
Cincinnati.

“It did make me a little nervous, but 
once I got down here and got into the 
training process, I knew it would be 
good for me,” he said. "I knew the coach
es would know what to do in the situa
tion, and it paid off.”

Gubeno was ready to perform once

the season began, winning the 20 0  
backstroke and 20 0  individual medley 
in his first dual meet. He went on to 
score the most points o f any freshman 
in the American Athletic Conference 
meet, placing second in the 20 0  back
stroke and swimming on a first-place 
20 0  medley relay team and second- 
place 200 freestyle and 400 freestyle 
relays. He helped the Bearcats set 
school records in all three relays.

He was awarded Cincinnati’s Rookie 
o f the Year award.

“Maybe individuEdly I thought I’d be 
in the mix," Gubeno said. “Definitely in 
those relays, I never thought I would be 
on the ‘A’ relays swimming the anchor 
spot or on a freestyle relay.”

Zoe W eber had to  put on hold her lacrosse playing a t Plym outh High while she 
battles Hodgkin’s lymphoma this spring. She poses fo r a portra it w ith  her 
parents Doug, le ft, and Kim, right, and boyfriend, Spencer Vos, second from  left.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOW NLIFE.COM

Fight
Continued from Page 1B

a thyroid issue. A biopsy told a different
story.

“I just looked at the doctor and said, 
‘You’ve seen the ultrasound. You’ve 
seen what they’ve pulled out o f her 
neck. You know what it looks like. It’s 
not an infection, it’s not whatever,” Kim 
Weber, Zoe’s mother, said. “What are 
you thinking?’

“He said, ‘I’m going to tell you right 
now Zoe, you have cancer. I don’t know 
what kind, but you do.’”

Weber was diagnosed with Hodg
kin’s Lymphoma Jan. 18. The Plymouth 
senior would have to undergo chemo
therapy, losing her hair and, possibly, 
damaging her reproductive system.

“I just broke down,” Zoe said. "I 
couldn’t imagine having cancer. I never 
would have thought that 1 would have 
cancer.”

She couldn't believe it. She didn’t 
want to believe it. Zoe Weber wanted to 
go on with her life, play a senior season 
with the Wildcats after the COVID-19 
pandemic canceled the 2020 season. At 
that moment, she knew her fight was 
elsewhere, somewhere she didn’t ex
pect it would be.

She was angry, sad and frustrated, 
unable to do the normal things she took 
for granted: going to school, seeing her 
friends, playing the sport she loved.

As the chemotherapy treatment 
started, Dr. Mark Kaminski, director o f 
the Multidisciplinary Lymphoma Clinic 
for the University o f Michigan Rogel 
Cancer Center, made one theme clear to 
Weber and her family.

"Just consider this a speed bump in 
the road o f I ife and that we’ll get through 
this,” Doug Weber, Zoe’s father, was 
told.

Adjusting to her fight

Heading into his second year with as 
the head coach o f the team, Rooney was 
planning on building his team around 
Weber. The senior had everything he 
needed: the stick skill?, the condition
ing and the knowledge to know when to 
be aggressive and when to pass.

It was something that always came 
easily to Weber, following in the foot
steps o f her older sister Jill — who was 
the first in the Weber family to take up 
the sport — and trailblazing her own 
path: becoming the second freshman in 
Plymouth history to start in her first 
season and eventually earning a college 
scholarship to play lacrosse at Lock 
Haven University.

Rooney expected to have a star player 
at his disposal in 2 0 2 1 , until an after
school conversation with Zoe and Doug 
Weber.

"Literally, 1 just remember this sink
ing feeling,” Rooney said about when he 
was told o f her diagnosis. “It’s two-fold. 
From a program perspective, you are 
like, Man, that's one o f the key players.’ 
But from a human perspective, I 
wouldn’t wish it on anybody, but a 17- 
year-old? That’s crushing."

Weber was not done with Plymouth, 
asking Rooney what role she could play 
on the team moving forward. The senior 
found herself on the sideline, becoming 
a coach, a mentor and a friend to those 
on the Wildcats roster.

Even though Weber didn’t have a 
stick in her hands, she wanted to be 
there for her teammates, cheering them 
on and helping any way that she could.

“I just have a love for the sport and I 
wanted to be a part o f it because it’s my 
high school team and I’m never going to 
get it back,” she said. “I still wanted to be 
a part o f it even if I wasn’t playing.”

In Weber, Rooney had another set o f 
eyes to catch mistakes or trends in prac
tices and games he was unable to catch, 
saying that her voice carried weight on 
the sideline.

But Weber knew where she wanted to 
be. She wanted to play.

Her father could sense that longing 
for the stick to be in her hands as the 
season continued, telling family and 
close friends she feared her senior sea
son was pass.ng her by.

Doug Weber approached Rooney 
about the possibility o f putting his 
daughter in for a few minutes on senior 
night. She was getting stronger, but her 
doctors advised against any lacrosse as 
she continued to heal.

Rooney, knowing that Canton was 
not the most physical team, worked 
with Zoe’s parents on a plan: put her out 
there for a few minutes, monitor her 
play and take her out when necessary.

From the first face off against the 
Chiefs on senior night, that plan 
changed.

Time to  shine

Two minutes. That’s all Rooney was 
expecting out o f Weber. He started her 
out low, so she didn't have to run as 
much, and just waited to see how she 
would respond to live lacrosse action.

Weber could not be contained.
“Next thing you know, she’s down

there, she’s being aggressive,” Rooney 
said.

Kim and Doug Weber stood on the 
sideline, watching their daughter try 
and do what she always did. Zoe’s 
mother could see that she was holding 
back, knowing that she knew her own 
limitations. But the parents were anx
ious nonetheless.

“Any time the ball went her way, I was 
just thinking, ‘Oh please Lord, don’t get 
hurt. Just catch the ball, pass the ball. 
Catch the ball, make a shot. Keep it mov
ing and don’t get caught too much in the 
mix o f things,’” Kim Weber said.

As two minutes turned to five, and 
five to 10, Weber continued to play, tak
ing a break once in the first half for a 
breather and some water. In that span, 
she turned to her parents, gave them a 
thumbs up, and returned to the game.

She played all but 39 seconds in the 
first half against Canton, while playing 

•the majority o f the second.
Rooney watched Weber give her all 

on the field, questioning vyhat the after
math o f this effort would be. The Ply
mouth head coach trusted his senior to 
know her limits, to make sure she would 
get her moment, but safely.

Her moment came soon after she first 
gained possession in the first half.

She took a pass, running through a 
slew o f Canton defenders, finding an 
opening in the middle o f the goal. She 
found her shot, watching the ball 
scream past the goalkeeper for her first 
goal o f the season.

Weber nearly collapsed, emotions 
overwhelming her as her teammates 
flooded the field. It was what she had 
been waiting for.

"Just being on the field, getting those 
goals and after the goals, everybody 
coming and hugging me and everyone 
cheering," she said. “It was just a special 
moment for me just being out there.”

To Rooney, it was a moment for ev
erybody, watching his whole team cele
brate, seeing how invested they are in 
each other, how supportive they are o f

each other.
And for Doug Weber, it was the mo

ment he wanted to see from his daugh
ter, in a way that showed o ff what she 
had been for Plymouth previously.

“They didn’t have to let her do any
thing,” he said. “She did it on her own.”

Return to the sideline

Since Zoe’s diagnosis, the Weber 
family has seen an outpouring o f sup
port from those around them.

Friends, family and people in their 
community have united to provide emo
tional and financial support, including a 
prom set up by the Shed Neck Founda
tion: a non-profit organization that 
helps teenage cancer patients in the 
Plymouth-Canton area.

“I think it’s a credit to Zoe, how she is 
so well liked by everyone,” Doug Weber 
said. “She has touched so many people 
in a positive manner in her life. In a self
ish way, it kind o f makes Kim and I feel 
like we did something a little bit right in 
raising her.”

But on senior night, Zoe Weber did 
not want all o f the attention to be on her.

As she approached the tunnel to take 
the field, her mother said Zoe asked her 
why each player had a purple ribbon on 
their sticks.

“'This isn’t cancer night, it’s senior 
night,”’ Kim Weber remembers hearing 
from her daughter.

Zoe Weber just wanted one normal 
night; a night where she could put her 
lacrosse skills on display with no stip
ulations, without Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
weighing her down, limiting her ability.

Senior night was as close as she could 
come to normalcy in her senior season, 
scoring two goals and recording an as
sist against rival Canton and ending the 
night with a prom proposal from her 
boyfriend.

Now, Weber knows what she is capa
ble of. She knows she can play lacrosse, 
not to the level she was at previously, 
but at a level she feels she can sustain as 
she works herself back to full strength 
as her treatment nears its end.

However, Zoa’s parents and coaches 
made clear this was a one-time thing: 
that she would not be able to take the 
field for Plymouth again this season.

“You did great. You did awesome. You 
exceeded my expectations, and I think 
you probably exceeded your own expec
tations,” Rooney said his message to Zoe 
Weber was. “You have to kind o f take 
that to the bank for right now.

“Give the treatment that final run, get 
healthy because you have a college ca
reer ahead o f you.”

Weber knows returning to the side
line will be hard. She knows coaching 
Plymouth for the rest o f the season will 
be difficult.

But the feeling that she had scoring 
her first goal o f her senior season is 
something she will never forget

“I really had an amazing time and I 
wish I could have that again,” Weber 
said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay(S>hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter (&Colin- 
Gayl7
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Northville boys track and field wins 
first regional crown in over 50 years

The Northville boys track and field 
team cruised to victory at the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association Re
gion 5 championship.

The win earned the Mustangs their 
first regional title since 1968 and only 
the second in school history.

“I’m so happy for these young men,” 
Northville coach Tim Dalton said. “This 
has been a long time coming.”

The Mustangs topped the 15-school 
field with 136 points. Canton was next 
with 96, followed by Livonia Franklin 
(64.5), Salem (60), and Plymouth (55).

“Salem beat us head-to-head earlier 
this spring, so we were the underdogs 
coming into this meet," Dalton said.

Dalton said the team has come close 
to winning a number o f times in the 
past.

“This isn’t the most talented team 
we’ve had, but every guy we put out 
there was selfless yesterday and today,” 
Dalton said.

The meet was split into two days with 
the field events held at Roosevelt High 
School in Wyandotte on Thursday while 
the running events were held at River 
Rouge High School on Friday.

After the field events were tallied, 
Canton scored 68 points and held a 
commanding lead over the Mustangs, 
who scored 28.

“I thought we performed really well 
in throws and jumps,” Dalton said. “But 
a 40-point deficit is a steep hill to climb.”

Leading the charge for the Mustangs 
was Ty Schembri.

The junior won the 400-meter
(50.71), took fourth in the 100-meter
(11.71), and anchored the seventh place 
800-meter relay. That team, with Em
manuel Tchonang, Andrew Xiong and 
Logan Dooley, finished in 1:37.21.

Schembri went on to win the 200- 
meter in 23.04 seconds after entering 
the event unseeded since he had not 
competed in that distance this year.

“Ty puts the team before himself as 
an individual,” Dalton said.

Senior Jacob Meek also turned in a 
solid day for Northville. Meek teamed 
up with Brandon Latta, Jake Bulat and

N orthville’s girls and boys track and fie ld  team s took home regional titles  in 2021. c o u r t e s y  o f  t im  d a l t o n

Nathan Hayes to win the 3,200-meter 
relay in 8:05.04. He also finished the 
3,200-meter run in 9:55.77 in fourth 
place.

Meek led the Mustangs in the 1,600, 
finishing third in 4:29.51. He was fo l
lowed by Brady Heron (4th, 4:34.91), 
Brock Malaikal (5th, 4:35.94), Noah 
Eckenroth (6th, 4:38.09), Matthew 
Krahe (7th, 4:38.80), and Hayes (8 th, 
4:40.94) who all finished in scoring po
sitions.

Latta finished his day with a third- 
place finish in the 800-meter (1:58.04) 
and anchored the winning 1,600 relay 
with Tchonang, McCallum, and Mat
thew Krahe.

In the UO-meter hurdles, Ethan Krahe 
ran a personal-best 16.22 in which he 
finished runner-up.

Moving on to the MHSAA state final 
meet are Schembii (200, 400), Ethan 
Krahe (110 high hurdles), the 1,600-me
ter relay and 3,200-meter relay. The 
state finals will be at East Kentwood 
High School on June 5.

Northville girls track and field  
wins ninth-straight regional title

After the 2020 track and field season 
was canceled, the Northville girls lost a 
number o f varsity contributors. But dur
ing the 2021 season, the Mustangs have 
continued where they left o ff in 2019.

The Mustangs won their ninth con
secutive regional championship Friday, 
tallying 164 points. KLAA West foe Ply
mouth was the closest challenger to 
Northville, scoring 87 points. Dearborn 
Edsel Ford finished third (67), followed 
by Livonia Churchill (59), Wayne M e
morial (48), and Canton (40).

“We put a lot o f time earlier in the 
week looking at our lineup, and we put 
our best team out there today,” Dalton 
said.

The Mustangs never looked back 
from leading the meet after the field 
events concluded on the first day.

Delaney Hopkins won the discus 
with a throw o f 111’ 11”. Natalie Kearney 
took second, throwing 110’ 4". In the shot 
put, Chyna Johnson continued her im 
pressive season with her second-place 
finish (37’ 1”).

Kaylee Chirgwin jumped five feet in 
the high jump which was good for third 
place. Juliana Imbuzeiro (4’ 10”) was 
fifth. Alia Bournay and Keira Courtney 
both scored in the long jump, leaping 15’ 
7” (4th) and 14’ 10” (6th) respectively.

Northville was also solid on the track.
Senior Yasmine Mansi won two indi

vidual events for the Mustangs and con
tributed on two winning relays.

She started her day in the 3,200-me
ter relay with Ella Christensen, Emily 
Gordon and Gina Couyoumjian, finish
ing in 9:47.30.

In the 1600-meter, Mansi broke the 
tape in 5:11.17. Christensen finished sec
ond in a personal-best time o f 5:13.09.

Mansi also won the 800-meter in 
2:16.29 — a personal-best — before 
teaming up with Gordon, Elle Slater, and 
Angel McCray to win the 1,600-meter re
lay (4:03.15). Gordon (2:21.01) and 
Couyoumjian (2:21.74) also scored in the 
800-meter, finishing fourth and fifth, 
respectively.

McCray also scored high for North
ville. She took second in the 400-meter 
(59.22), third in the 100-meter (13.10) 
and anchored the runner-up 400 relay 
with Mela Salah, Courtney, and Bour
nay.

Jennie Line, in only her third race o f 
the season, won the 3,200-meter 
(11:08.59). Christensen also scored in 
the event, taking fifth in 12:05.03.

Freshman Abby Byers took third in 
the 100-meter hurdles, missing out on 
the second automatic state qualifying 
place by five-hundredths o f a second.

In the 200-meter, Bournay finished 
seventh (28.14) and Elle Slater took 8th 
(28.25) to score for the Mustangs.

“These girls stepped up when they 
needed to,” Dalton said.

Representing the Mustangs at the 
MHSAA state final meet will be McCray, 
Mansi, Christensen, Johnson, Hopkins, 
Slater, Bournay, Gordon, Couyoumjian, 
Line, Kearney, Salah, and Courtney.

Live Life In Full Bloom
With A Walk-In Bath
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Baseball
Continued from Page IB

change and adapt to a style o f hitting to 
be successful,” Berryman said. "That hit 
exemplifies that. Those big, stupid 
swings are being eliminated. They are 
doing positive things that lead them to 
success. They are taking coaching well.”

But that line drive over the head o f 
Hartland's first baseman was just a cul
mination o f a comeback in which the 
Spartans remained locked in despite the 
circumstance.

Early on, senior starter Coltrane 
Rubner was on. He set down nine ot the 
first 10 batters he faced, eight via strike
out. He even helped Stevenson to an 
early two-run lead, hitting a solo home 
run in the first inning.

But after a runner reached via an er
ror in the fourth inning, Rubner began to 
crumble.

The starter allowed five runs on three 
hits and an error, watching as Hartland 
took his team's lead with a two-RBI dou
ble by Brendan Buback. When Rubner 
came back out in the fifth, he allowed a 
single and a two-run home run by Bruce 
Jellison, leaving the mound with his 
team trailing 7-2 without recording a 
single out.

“We made a lot o f mistakes that in
ning,” Macek said. “It was a long inning 
and everyone was there for each other. 
That was the goal: to pick each other up, 
one after another.”

In the bottom o f the fifth, Macek said 
the Stevenson offense began to play 
Berryman’s brand o f selfless baseball: 
hitting to move the guy ahead.

The first three Spartans loaded the 
bases on three walks and senior Aidan 
Arbogast started the damage: hitting a 
two-RBI double to bring Stevenson back 
to within four.

“After I hit that first double, (Har
tland) didn’t do anything after that,” Ar
bogast said.

Stevenson second baseman Justin 
Burns brought two more runs in on an 
RBI double in the next at-bat, scoring 
himself on a wild pitch to bring the def
icit to within one.

In the sixth inning, Arbogast came 
through again, lacing a double to score 
Macek to tie the game.

In relief o f Rubner, Arbogast shut the 
Hartland offense down on the mound in 
the final three innings, allowing one run

Shane Samborski, le ft, congratulates  
team m ate Aiden Arbogast a fte r he 
scores a run against Franklin.
PHOTOS BY JOHN H EID ER/HO M ETO W NLIf E.COM

on two hits, two walks and one strike
out.

“When we were down 8-2, we didn’t 
give up,” Arbogast said. “We kept going 
up and up and up in the dugout, getting 
up on each other in the dugout, causing 
passed balls and runs, helped us get a 
bunch o f base hits.”

To Berryman, this is what he has 
wanted his team to be like all season, 
pointing to Rubner, Arbogast and senior 
Griffin Kilander: his longest-tenured 
seniors who have carried the team from 
a leadership standpoint.

When Hanrahan opened the seventh 
inning with a walk, shortstop Johnny 
Beer walked up to the plate and immedi
ately laid down a bunt, advancing the 
winning run to second and setting up 
Macek for. It was something Berryman 
preached from Day 1: selfless baseball.

It’s the brand o f baseball that allowed 
Stevenson to earn a win against Har
tland: the No. 1 team in the state accord
ing to the Michigan High School Base
ball Coaches Association.

It’s an approach that starts with not 
trying to be the hero, not trying to do too 
much. It’s being quick to the ball. It’s re
membering those practice sessions 
against the 90-mph pitching machine.

"I ’ll be damned if  it didn’t work,” Ber
ryman said with a grin.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

Spartan G riffin  Kilander, le ft, is congratulated for a com plete game victory, 
which Stevenson won 3-1 over Franklin.

Stevenson came back in th e  seventh inning against H artland to  earn a KLAA title .
COLIN GAY/HOMETOW NLIFE.COM
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Memorial Day
Window & Door

• Renewal by Andersen has installed 
241,082 windows in the Detroit 
area, and each one is etched with the 
Andersen logo—a symbol of excellence 
for 118 years

• Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area

that allows more natural light into 
your home

• We eliminate the middleman
and manage your entire 
project—from selling and 

building the 
windows to

J  i |J the installation
and warranty

This special holiday salts 
•vont ands on May 31*!

Buy 1 window or door, 
get 1 window or door

40% OFF
Q

an additional

$50 off
each window and door1

* * * * *

Make your home more secure.
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AS LITTLE Ac 3  DAYS!

F R E E  G R A N IT E  
C O U N T E R T O P S  or 

up to  *1 ,0 0 0  O F F
LIMITED TIME ONLY

i*ou«nur«Hwv;vi2tt!
Offer exprrw 5-31/21

‘Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and 
Laminate, basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of 
permanently affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 06/06/21. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today. LLC

EM P *R E TODAYK m  I  ▼  1 1  I  CARPET* FLOORING

We M ake G e ttin g  B e au tifu l New Floors Easy

OUR BEST SALE!

Select styles.

Half price carpet, hardwood, lam inate, 
vinyl, & professional installation...

That's half price* for your entire purchase!
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R E S U L T S
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These days, information can’t wait.

Visit localiq.com /GetFound to s tart  
driving more revenue now.

LOCALiQ

A  NEW BATH
T ODAY

FREE C O NSULTATIO NS! C A LL TODAY! Ml Lie # 2102222470

248 - 450-6253
W e  are CDC compliant in order to beat protect you 
and your family!

•With the purchase of cabinet refacing **New protects only Cannot be combined with additional offers or discounts Offer includes materials and iabw 
coats Minimum 100 sq ft or refacing purchase required Does not include demolition cut outs or upgrade Group i 3CM Granite with Group A details 

_________________________________only Offer exptrw 5/31/21

KOHLER
W alk-In  Bath & 
Shower Systems

Dicii i u Snow i « Sv si i \i
C O N T R O L  E V E R Y  P A R T  O l-  V O I  R  S H O W E R  

I \ P I  R l l  N C I  I R O M  O N I  E A S Y - T O - C S E .  I N T I  R I  AC I

LOCALiQ’s expert search engine optimization 
and search marketing solutions ensure 
your customers can find your business 

the moment they need you.
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 TED-71 M E SPECIAL OFFER
KOHLER Lu xS to n e

Work with your New Bath Today Guru to design your KOHLER® LuxStone1 M 
Walk In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or bath easy. 
They will help you create a space suited to your needs— with exquisite features 

all bearing the Kohler name— and install it hassle free.
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CC baseball falls short in CHSL semifinal
Colin Gay H o m e to w n h fe  com  

USA TODAY NETWORK -  MICHIGAN

Almost no one has been able to beat Orchard Lake 
St. Mary’s in 2021. The Eaglets came into the Catholic 
High School League semifinal with an unblemished 
league record, falling only once to Saline in 30 games.

Detroit Catholic Central knew that coming in. The 
Shamrocks saw the Eaglets four times in the regular 
season. They knew what to expect.

Heading into the pair’s fifth meeting, Catholic Cen
tral head coach Ryan Rogowski wanted to see one 
thing from his team: fight. And while his team fell to St. 
Mary’s for the fifth-straight time, 7-2, he left with the 
satisfaction that the goal was reached.

"We know they’re the unicorn,” Rogowski said. “We 
know we want to go after them. But my guys fight. We 
don’t care who they are. We respect them 1,000%, but 
they put their pants on just like us. We’re not scared of 
them. We want to come out and beat them.

“But we know, at the same time, what we’re tackling

and I’m so proud o f these guys. They fought.”
On paper, facing an anomaly in St. Mary’s junior 

right-hander and Clemson commit Brock Porter, it did 
not look pretty for the Catholic Central offense.

The Shamrocks did not record a hit until the fifth 
inning — a single by sophomore Jordan Scott — strik
ing out 13 times in seven innings.

But facing what he viewed as a major-league-level 
arm, Rogowski saw his offense spark up a bit late, us
ing an RBI single by Evan Haeger in the fifth and an RBI 
groundout by Josh Getz in the sixth to put runs on the 
board, something the Shamrocks were unable to do in 
three-of-four meetings with the Eaglets in 2021.

It was not enough to overcome the four-run out
pouring o f offense St. Mary’s put on Catholic Central 
senior starter Ian Dixon in the fourth inning: allowing 
four runs on four hits, including a two-run inside-the- 
park home run by junior catcher Ike Irish and an RBI 
triple by sophomore designated hitter Ryan McKay.

Dixon finished the day allowing six runs on six hits 
and six walks, striking out five.

Through five games against St. Mary's Rogowski 
saw increments o f progress, never changing the out
come, but watching the deficit lessen with each out
ing.

Now, the Shamrocks’ sole focus is on the playoffs, 
preparing for a district matchup with South Lyon East 
June 5.

With what he has seen his team do against a team 
like St. Mary’s the Shamrocks head coach his team is 
heading in the right direction.

“We’re going to fight them. We don’t care who we 
play, but man it’s important because we know we have 
South Lyon East June 5,” Rogowski said. "That’s who 
we’re gunning for, that’s now who we can put our sole 
purpose on and get ready for that. Again, we’re ready. 
We’re going to be so ready because we have faced the 
best."

Contact reporter Colin Gay at cgay(S>hometown- 
life.com or 248-330-6710. Follow him on Twitter (S>Col- 
inGayl7. Send game results and stats to Liv- 
Sports(3>hometownlife.com.

T O S V  ;
Loretta Tobolske-Horn.
COURTESY

Brighton woman 
wins 24-hour race 
in North Carolina
Bill Khan L iv in g s to n  D aily 

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Belt buckles are standard for awards and finisher 
medals in the ultramarathon world.

But an entire belt?
And not just any belt, but a monstrosity straight 

out o f the WWE?
Winning a 24-hour race certainly came with some 

unique bling for Loretta Tobolske-Horn o f Brighton 
at the Alexander County 24 Hour in Taylorsville, N.C.

There was a standard trophy, but also a surprise 
for Tobolske-Horn and men’s winner Nick Coury o f 
Scottsdale, Ariz.

"The race directors were so excited to give us 
these,” she said. “They said, ‘We have this special 
thing for you.’ They came out with this giant belt in a 
giant case like a gun case. There’s even a place where 
you can engrave it. They told us we had to put it over 
our shoulders. I guess that’s what wrestlers do.”

Tobolske-Horn, 49, won the race by doing 448 laps 
around the Alexander Central High School track for a

total o f 111.539 miles.
The second woman 

was Sally Van Nuland o f 
Greensboro, N.C., who ac
cumulated 104.0698 miles 
in 418 laps.

It was a battle o f attri
tion. as ultras often are, 
with sonic o f the prerace 
favorites dropping out be
cause o f heat and the lack 
o f shade.

“The race was chal
lenging, not just for me, 
but a lot o f people,” To
bolske-Horn said. "We ex
perienced dehydration. 
The sun was really in

tense. The temperatures didn’t seem all that high. It 
was in the 70s. The sun on an open track, maybe 
that’s what was the issue.

“I experienced dehydration very early in the race, 
around mile 2 0 . I would’ve liked to just quit. I hurt a 
lot. We ended up making adjustments to my hydra
tion, getting in more fuels. It happened i few times to 
me.”

Tobolske-Horn experienced muscle knots in her 
legs and stomach issues because o f dehydration, but 
was able to hold it together and begin passing run
ners who were having worse days.

She went to North Carolina hoping to run enough 
miles to qualify for the U.S. 24-hour team that will 
compete in the world championship in Romania in 
October. It was the last chance to reach the minimum 
o f 130 miles required to make the team.

“I was on track for a good share o f the race,” she 
said. "It just kind o f slipped out o f range with dehy
dration issues.”

Tobolske-Horn has had some impressive finishes 
in ultras in recent years, winning the Tunnel Hill 100 
in 2019 and placing third in an elite field at the Desert 
Solstice 24-hour traek race last December.

She was given an invitation to Desert Solstice, 
which requires a qualifying time, six weeks befcre 
the race. That didn’t give her enough time to properly 
train for the unique demands of running 10 0 -plus 
miles on a track.

She devoted more time to the track this time 
around. Her longest track runs were 20 miles.

“Spending some time on the track was good men
tally for me and getting my body prepared," she said.

Her next race is also a 24-hour event, the Six Days 
in the Dome at the Pettit National Ice Center June 18 
in Milwaukee.

Due to the holiday, 
our ofhce hours and 
obituary placement 

times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237 or 

detroitobits($>gannett.com 
for further details.

Hartland’s national-class archery 
team began as science program
Bill Khan L iv in g s to n  D aily 

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

The only way Robert Jellison could start an ar
chery program in the Hartland school district was to 
make it part o f the science curriculum.

What does archery have to do with science?
Plenty, with enough determination and creativity.
Jellison, who teaches middle school science in 

Hartland, attended an outdoor education conference 
in the mid-2 0 0 0s when he saw a presentation on o f
fering archery as a physical education option. He 
came back to Hartland and pitched the idea to the 
physical education teacher, who wasn’t receptive.

He found a more willing partner in the school’s 
principal.

“He said, ‘If you want to connect it through a sci
ence curriculum somehow, feel free to do it,” Jellison 
said.

“I tied it through kinetic systems, energy transfers 
for potential and kinetic energy and the human body 
system working together different muscles and bone 
systems. It worked well. The kids love it.”

Jellison started an archery program in 2007, one 
that has become one o f the best in the country. Har
tland became the first team to win the Bullseye and 
3D championships in the same year at the National 
Archery in the Schools Program national tourna
ment.

The tournament was held virtually this year, with 
teams shooting on certified ranges near them with 
officials present to verify scores. In Bullseye, archers 
shoot at a ringed target, scoring more points for get
ting closer to the center In 3D, targets are placed on 
models o f six different animals.

Hartland got together at Ore Creek Middle School 
to compete. Scores were submitted to NASP and 
compiled. There were 15,683 archers from 1,065 
schools in the event.

“I’ve had great kids from the start,” Jellison said. 
“This year’s group, they were phenomenal. They 
pulled the plug on the entire national event last year, 
so they didn’t get to shoot. They rank teams, and we 
finished No. 1-ranked in the nation, but never did get

Hartland High School archers take aim at targets at 
Ore Creek M iddle School during a virtual national 
championship, c o u r t e s y

to compete for a national title. This year, the kids were 
happy just to be able to go shoot, because last year they 
lost the opportunity.”

Hartland has 92 students in its archery program at 
the elementary, middle school and high school levels. 
The Eagles started at the bottom that first year, but the 
seed was planted for the current success.

“We went to nationals that year just for fun and 
came in 138th down in Kentucky,” Jellison said. “We’ve 
been steadily climbing up toward the podium.”

Hartland had its first podium finish by placing third 
in 2014. After taking second in 2015, Hartland won its 
first national title in 2016 in Bullseye. The Eagles won 
in 3D the next year.

Hartland shot 3,459 out o f a possible 3,600 in Bull
seye and a record 1,742 out o f 1,800 in 3D.

Senior Justin Miller won the individual national 
championship in 3D with a score o f 297. He also shot 
297 in Bullseye. A score o f 300 is perfect.

Sophomore Nadia Tyner was third among girls in 
Bullseye with a 295. Her twin sister, Nina, shot 293. 
Nina was the state champion.

By winning the tournament, Hartland qualified to 
compete in the NASP world tournament June 10-12 in 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Novi Schools mourns death of 
administrator who ‘radiated life9
Susan Bromley and Susan Vela
H om e to w n life .co m

USA TODAY NETWORK -  M ICHIGAN

Tanya Vuichard was known and loved throughout 
the Novi Community Schools, working at several 
buildings throughout her 2 0 -year career with the dis
trict.

Now that school family is mourning her sudden, 
tragic death, which is being investigated as a homi
cide Her husband, 63, was taken into custody as a 
suspect and remains at the Oakland County Jail.

“She was a great employee,’ Superintendent Steve 
Matthews said. “She had a spark about her. She loved 
life and made you feel like you were the most impor
tant person when she spoke with you. She was a real
ly valued employee in the district and will be deeply 
missed in our Novi community.”

In her most recent role at the Early Childhood Edu
cation Center, Vuichard was in charge o f centralized 
enrollment for the district. Matthews said the posi
tion was well-suited to her as she met every new fam
ily and made them feel welcome.

Vuichard had just received her 20-year employee 
recognition this year Over the past two decades, she 
served as secretary at several buildings, a reception
ist at the administrative building and then became 
administrative assistant for the community educa
tion department. In 2017-18, she was honored as sup
port staff" person o f the year by the Michigan Associa
tion o f Community and Adult Education.

“This is a traumatic time for all o f us," Matthews 
said. “She was a wonderful person, radiated life and 
was a really positive spirit."

Vuichard had spoken to her colleagues o f a grand
daughter she was very proud of, and two children she 
adored Matthews said she was also a “big Michigan

Tanya Vuichard lived at th e  M aple Crossing condo 
developm ent in Com merce Township.
SUSAN VELA/HOMETOW NLIEE.COM

State fan.”
Sheila Holly, executive assistant to Matthews, 

knew Vuichard for her entire 20 years in the district.
“She was a bubbly ray o f sunshine, and if you talked 

to her on the phone, you could hear the joy coming 
through her voice," Holly said. “She was a pinnacle of 
positive energy, she was just amazing. We are going to 
miss her. She has left behind a lot o f sad people.”

Vuichard lived in the Maple Crossing condominium 
development in Commerce Township, o ff o f Maple 
Road near Walled Lake.

Those living near her Chesapeake Circle address 
and willing to speak anonymously about her death 
said they did not know her well. They were shocked to 
see the police officers outside her home the morning of 
May 17.

Someone had reported that she did not arrive for 
work and called police, prompting sheriff’s deputies to 
check on her.
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Track

Novi senior Miles Brown earned tw o  individual regional titles  while helping th e  W ildcats’ 4x800  team  to  a first-p lace finish
PHOTOS BY COLIN GAY/HOMETOW NLIFE.COM

Seaholm senior Audrey DaDamio, le ft, won each of her th ree events at the  
Region 7 m eet, and had a personal best tim e  in th e  800-m eter.

Continued from Page IB

his pole vaulters — Nicholas Dembinski 
and Spencer Goodman — finished first 
and second in the event as the only two 
competitors to clear the bar at the re
gional meet.

Saturday morning continued that 
momentum: opening the day with a 
first-place finish in the 4x800-meter re
lay, leading to personal championship 
finishes by Brown, who broke his own 
school record in the 400-meter with a 
48.21, while adding a first-place finish in 
the 800-meter.

“Miles Brown is must-see track and 
field,” Taylor said. “Any time he laces 
them up and he steps on there, you 
know that you are going to get some
thing special. What he's been able to do 
as a leader on this tack team is unbeliev
able. Just watching his determination — 
the way he runs, the way he carries him
self — 1 mean, he’s a great young man 
with a great head on his shoulders and 
he has a bright future ahead o f him.

Senior Raymond Wu, the first-place 
finisher in the 110-meter hurdles and 
second place in the 300-meter hurdles, 
and senior Matthew Gustitus, who post
ed a regional title in the 1,600-meter, 
while finishing second to Brown in the 
800-meter by .07 seconds, later held the 
momentum, helping Novi to the region
al title.

“I’m really grateful to be on the Novi 
team," Wu said. “I have so many friends, 
and we’re cheering each other on.”

Heading into his senior season with 
Novi, Brown really didn’t know what to 
expect, but it was not this level o f suc
cess.

He had an idea that the Wildcats 
would be solid w'ith its core o f distance 
runners, but thought the field and sprint 
events were wild cards, having not com
peted in them for two years after last 
year’s spring season was cancelled due 
to COVID-19.

Brown could not make expectations 
because success, he said, comes from a 
whole team effort. Through the un
known, Novi has delivered, combining 
skill and a bond that the senior said is 
unlike anything that he’s experienced.

“I think we have made the most o f it, 
that’s for sure,” Brown said. “We’re the 
closest the track team has been in my 
four years, that’s for sure. Definitely 
used to be more spread out in different 
event groups. Now, 1 would say, we are 
all one specific team.”

It’s a bond that got Brown through 
the last leg o f the 4x400 relay.

The Novi senior knew he was not go
ing to catch up to U-D Jesuit and Oak 
Park. And he was tired, “deceased,” he 
described it.

But as Brown turned to face the last 
100 meters, the last straightaway, he 
heard cheering behind him from the No

vi girls 4x400 relay team egging him on, 
giving him that boost o f adrenaline he 
needed to finish, placing third and beat
ing the state qualifying time by .13 sec
onds.

With this team, this level o f support, 
Brown is confident. Novi has shown 
what it can do against KLAA opponents. 
Now, it has shown what it can do against 
regional opponents.

The goal now is within reach, some
thing Brown said he would not believed 
if you told him four years ago.

“The goal is always to win,” Brown 
said. “Can we do it? I’m not sure. But I 
have faith.

“It’s not out o f our wheelhouse.”

DaDamio shines for Seaholm

Audrey DaDamio came into the re
gional meet as the favorite in the girls 
800-, 1,600- and 3,200-meter races. 
Leaving Farmington Saturday evening, 
the Seaholm senior was regional cham
pion in each.

Finishing seventh in the 1,600-meter 
and fifth in the 3,200 meter at the Divi
sion 1 state meet as a sophomore, DaDa
mio paved her way to another chance at 
a state title, breaking her personal rec
ord in the 800-meter dash with a 2:13.81.

In her first-place finish in the 3,200- 
meter race, the Seaholm senior lapped 
each opponent that she faced.

Seaholm finished sixth at the Region 
7 meet, as Oak Park took the victory 
with 135 points.

A first-place finish by junior Abby 
Fush in the long jump and a second- 
place finish in the 4x800-meter relay 
helped Mercy to a third-place finish, 47 
points behind Detroit Renaissance.

Novi finished fourth with 54 points 
and Farmington was fifth with 51, with 
senior Valladian Pallett finishing first in 
the shot put and the discus. Livonia Ste
venson finished eighth with 41 points 
despite junior Erica Molnar finishing 
first in the pole vault.

Behind Novi in the boys regional, Far
mington finished third with 71 points, as 
junior Peter Baraeco took home the re
gional title in the 3,200-meter, finishing 
in 9:46.82, and junior Jake Steslicki fin
ished first in the discus.

Nicholas Devereaux finished as a re
gional champion for Brother Rice in the 
long jump, beating teammate Cole Laca- 
naria by .25 inches to secure the first 
place finish.

Contact reporter Colin Cay at 
cgay(a>hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter (6>Colin- 
Gayl7.

Your Invitation to

Brighton Highland Milford Northville
HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH A SCHOOL
www hsrcc.net 

at the comet ot Winans Lake & Musch Rd 5 
810-231-9199 |

Fr John Roc us Pastor 
Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m. ~ 

Sunday 9:00 811:00 a.m.
Please wsit our Shroud of Turtn Chsplay and Book & Gift Sttop

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey lake  Rd. Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5364 I HolySpirltHighland com 

The Holy Spirit Is Here - Com e Home 

 All ore Welcomel______

FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
VISITORS WELCOME1 

133 Detroit St Milford • 248-717-3564 
Pastor Steve Swayze 

5 SatteyScftdJags^Xarn• SotiByftat* Ham 
Wednesdays 6 00- 7 30 pm 

y Avvana 3 yre old »¥U«h grade (Sept March!

First 
Presbyterian i8<- 

ChurchofNorthvil,e
www.fpcnorthville.org

200 E. MAIN ST. AT HUTTON
Worship, 9:30 am 

S Sunday School lor all ages, 10:30 am 
3 248-349-0911 _____

Novi
BRIGHTMOOR
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
40800 W. 13 Mile Road, Novi 
on the corner of M-5 b W 13'
Sundays 9:00a b ll:15a | 
www.brightmoorcc.orgg
something for the entire family°

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH
24505 Meadowbrook Rd Novi. Ml 48375 

Saturday4»pm (English)8630pm (Spanish) 
Sunday:BXa.m.IMOa.m & 12:30pm 

Fr. Robert A LaCroix, Pastor 
Fr. C lifford Hennings OFM, Associate
Pan# OfRce 248 349-8847 www hofy%n#vnw onj

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5364 I HolySpirltHighland.com 

The HCrtV Spirit Is Here - C om e Home 

All are Welcome!______

/ {2‘United z
HfTMOOUT church 

NORTH-l l l f

(248) 349-1144
777 West 8 Mile Road 

Mtle and Taft Road 
Nofgwlle. Mtcfugarv

Tries September May915&1100am. I  
Memnnal Day Lata Day 10fl0 am 
Rev Mar&aM Kbrtfylead Paste* ^

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church

41415 W Nine Mile Rd • Novi, Mi 48375 
248-349-0565

Divine Service on Sundays at 10am 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 8 45am

Rev Thomas Schroeder we!snovi®ao( com

Come end worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church'

OUR LADY O F VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

133 Orchard Dr., Northville 
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5:00 p.rtf 

Sunday. 7 30.9:30 am., 11 30 am 2
Church 349-2621. School 349 3610 S

Religious Education 349 2559 g
Rev Denis Theroux. Pastor o

South Lyon
‘the WAY’ - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church

Worship OAbbey Park 
28413 Abbey Lane 
New Hudson. Ml 

Sunday ©10am . 248-553-7170 
www.hope-lutheran-church com 

Rev Thomas Scherger

Whitmore Lake
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

10774 Nine Mile Road 
Rev.M. Lee Taylor •  449-2582

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m. 
Worship, 11.00 a.m. & &00 p.m. 
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 pm.

For more information regarding this directory, please contact 
Kadijah Brack-Rowley at kbrackrowl@localiq.com

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Wisconsin Synod • Reynold Sweet Pkwy 

at Liberty St.

Sunday Service 10-00 a.m.
All Classes 9:00

Pastor Matthew M R  (248) 437-1651
LO GCl03?e61l 01

m

http://www.fpcnorthville.org
http://www.brightmoorcc.orgg
http://www.hope-lutheran-church
mailto:kbrackrowl@localiq.com
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Salary negotiation tips for veterans
Z ip R ecru ite r.co m

Congratulations! You fin 
ished the final interview , and 
they offered you the job. Now , 
it's  time to negotiate your sal
ary. I f  you ’re like most veterans 
transitioning to a civilian job, it 
w ill be your first time fielding an 
offer, and it ’s important to advo
cate for the salary you deserve.

A  staggering one-th ird o f ve ter
ans in 2 0 18  reported being under
em ployed in their current position. 
This figure isn’ t too surprising 
considering how  military salaries 
are determined. W hile civilian 
companies usually have a pay range 
in mind that’s open to discussion, 
the military pays based on a prede
termined scale.

Like any skill, negotiating is an 
ability that can be learned and per
fected. Keep these tips in mind to 
become a salary negotiation expert.

1. Your p o te n tia l em plo yer is 
your ally, n o t your ad versary

You should approach conversa
tions about your salary as som e
thing you and the employer w ill 
work through together. Try using 
language like:

“ I ’m very excited about this 
opportunity, and I look forward to 
working together on this.”

"This company w ill be w onder
ful to work for, and I ’d be happy to 
accept an offer in this range.”

By making your negotiation a 
team effort, you give your employer 
an opportunity to be your cham - 
pion. You should provide factual

t;

m

reasons why the higher salary is 
justified so that the company can 
feel confident about boosting your 
pay, and everybody wins.

2. Do your research

Research is a key part o f salary 
negotiation and helps to ensure you 
w on ’ t be underpaid. You can lever
age company or industry knowledge 
about what people in your role and 
city typically earn to confidently 
determine your salary ask.

Try countering the company’ s 
offer with a salary that’s slightly 
above the industry average, and 
then be prepared to negotiate down. 
I t ’ s likely you ’ ll land on a final 
number that makes both you and 
the company happy. For example, 
if the average entry-level design 
engineer in Los Angeles makes 
$6 5 ,0 0 0  to $7 0 ,0 0 0 , you could ask 
for $7 5 ,0 0 0 , and negotiate down to

around $7 1 ,0 0 0 .

3 . T h is  Is business, n o t 
personal

When you negotiate your salary, 
you are negotiating a transaction 
— the exchange o f money for your 
work, skills and expertise.

Don’t bring up your personal 
expenses as justification for a 
higher salary. Instead, lean into a 
more sturdy argument and focus on 
how  you can benefit the organiza
tion. You should create a list o f your 
abilities and accomplishments and 
how those will translate to com 
pany capital. Initiatives you ’ve led 
or processes you ’ve improved are 
great examples to bring up.

4 . D efine your w a lk -aw ay  po in t

Once you ’ve honed in on your 
target salary range, it ’s also

important to identify the minimum 
salary you w ill accept. I f a company 
declines to meet your walk-away 
number, it might be time to move 
on to different opportunities. Your 
range and walk-away point are 
things you should keep in mind 
during the negotiation, but they 
aren’t numbers you need to disclose 
to the employer right away, or at 
all.

Remember thaf employers usu
ally anticipate a counteroffer, so 
even if the initial o ffer is higher 
than your walk-away point, there’s 
still an opportunity to negotiate.

5. N ever say a  num ber f irs t

In a salary negotiation, you 
should never be the first person to 
suggest a salary number or range. 
Instead, let the employer lead the 
conversation. That way, you w on ’t 
miss out on potential income by 
starting with a pay range that’ s too 
low, or risk forfeiting your offer 
by suggesting a number that’s too 
high. Try saying something like:

“ Can you provide a range that is 
commensurate with my education 
and experience, and we can discuss 
it from  there?”

“ Let’s start the conversation with 
what the previous employee in this 
position was earning, and we can go 
from  there.”

You shouldn’ t feel pressured to 
provide a salary range or history on 
any job applications either. W rite 
"negotiable” in the space allotted 
for salary information, and discuss 
it w ith the employer after a job offer 
is extended.
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For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.
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Difficulty Level *  h  It 5/ 27

Here's How  II Works;
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes To solve a 
sudoku. the numbers 1 through 9 must till each row, column and box Each number 
can appear only once in each row. column and box You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers w ill appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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SELL YOUR CAR  
ADQPT A  PET  
GET A  JO B  
FIND A  HOUSE  
BUY A  BOAT  
FIND A  TREASURE  
GET A  M ASSAGE  
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.
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