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Hope emerges at former psychiatric hospital

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Fenced-off brick buildings infested
with asbestos still tarnish the sprawling
Northville Township property that
served as home to the Northville State
Regional Psychiatric Hospital until it

Hindu
temple in
Lyon tabled
for traffic,
size issues

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The future of a proposed Hindu
temple in Lyon Township remains un-
certain after a five-hour planning
commission meeting July 12.

More than 60 people called in to the
virtual meeting to voice their opinions
on the proposed 65,840-square-foot
structure, which also includes a base-
ment of matching proportions, on 11
acres at 9 Mile and Napier.

Many were opposed to the temple
being built in a residential-zoned dis-
trict, a concept plan which was intro-
duced to the planning commission late
last month.

Among the concerns were expected
negative traffic and environmental im-
pacts and a possible lack of existing in-
frastructure and public safety services
to support the temple.

“We are opposed to this,” township
resident Michael Gardner said. “Will
they be fined for above 35 vehicles per
day? The intersection of 9 Mile and
Napier is very dangerous. ... | moved
here for nature and not for parking
lots.”

Kevin O'Brien said the issue with
traffic was large, but of even bigger
concern was that the temple was “just
out of place in this spot.”

Instead, he said if a temple was to
be built, it should be more in the center
of the township.

“l am not in any way objecting to a

See TEMPLE, Page 8A
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was closed by then-Governor John En
gler in 2003.

Enriched by wildlife, wetlands and
towering trees, the 300-acre site ap-
pears from the perimeter to be an idyllic
place for many levels of recreation, but
it remains mostly forbidden ground for
people due to the unhealthy interiors of

the 1l outlying buildings that continue to
stand almost three years after the facil-
ity's nine-story main building was de
molished.

All but a handful of ambitious plans
to renovate the nature-abundant area
into a recreational haven — a series of
beginner-level biking trails and a one-

WELCOME RETURN

Mike Milarch of Bear Naked Wood sets up his display at the July 15
sidewalk sales event in Milford. Opening day was busy for downtown

Milford with the addition of the farmers market and evening concert

in the park. Milarch specializes in creating furniture and accessories

with birch wood. joHn HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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mile hiking trail that opened on the site
in 2020 are the exception — have yet to
move beyond the drawing board, mostly
due to a lack of adequate financing, for
mer and current township leaders la-
ment.

See HOPE, Page 7A

Novi woman,
champion of
justice for
over 35 years,
recognized

Susan Bromley Hometownlif
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Kathy Hagenian is a true champion
of justice

The Novi resident has been fighting
against domestic violence and sexual
assault and on behalf of
the survivors of these
crimes for more than 35
years and was recently
recognized for the work
that could to some ap L - !
pear to be dark and end m
less and emotionally ex- Hagenian
hausting.

Hagenian recalls someone once told
her, “There’'s nothing light about your
work.”

“It's not light work,” she agrees,
“but there is light in the work, and
hope in the work and strength in the
work, and that is because of survivors,
who started our movement and con
tinue the work today.”

Hagenian, 59, was recently honored
with the Champion of Justice award by
the Michigan Domestic and Sexual Vi
olence Prevention and Treatment
Board for her lifetime of advocacy on
behalf of those survivors.

When she was studying psychology
at the University of Michigan in the
early '80s, she couldn't have imagined
the path she would soon be on, partic-
ularly with the scarcity of classes ad-
dressing domestic violence and sexua!
assault. However, she recalls there
was one graduate assistant who had
interest in these topics, and Hagenian
started her own research, driven by

. “many “different experiences in my

own life”

See CHAMPION, Page 8A
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Novi man accused of participating
in Capitol riot faces federal charges

Gina Kaufman
troit Free Pres:
JSA TODAY NETWORK

A Novi man has been
accused of participating
in the Jan. 6 riot at the
U.S. Capitol, including
shouting into a bullhorn
asrioters assaulted police
officers and tried to push
their way inside

Trevor Brown, 29, is
facing several federal
charges

Brown is the lith per-
son from Michigan to be
charged following the
riot, which broke out after
a “Stop the Steal” rally
over the presidential
election results.

Leon Parker, a court-
appointed attorney who
represented Brown dur
ing a federal court hear-
ing July 8, could not be
immediately reached for
comment.

The FBI received at
least three tips about
Brown and images and
posts on his Facebook
page indicated his in-
volvement in the riot, ac-
cording to an FBI state-
ment of facts. It says one

post on his page read:
“Who knew the first time
I'd go to DC I'd be storm-
ing the Capitol.” Another
read: “I made it to the
Capitol. | almost died get-
ting in but [ made it.”

Video reviewed by in-
vestigators shows Brown
outside of the lower west
terrace tunnel of the Cap-
itol “with a large crowd
trying to push its way into
the tunnel,” according to
the statement of facts. It
says Brown, initially
spotted about 12 rows of
people back from the en-
trance, can be seen push-
ing his way closer.

“Brown is seen shout-
ing into the bullhorn as
the crowd continues to
push into the tunnel and
assault the police offi-
cers,” according to the
statement of facts. “To-
wards the end of the
video, Brown is observed
at the front of the crowd,
just one or two rows of
people back from the tun-
nel entrance, and then is
observed pushing his way
to the very front of the
crowd trying to gain ac-
cess to the tunnel”

Trevor Brown was apprehended by police during

P N

the Capitol riot but released without charges. He
was arrested and charged by the FBl on July 1and
charged with four counts related to the melee on
the lower west terrace. uS. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

It says Brown was ar-
rested on Jan. 6 and re-
leased that day.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Brown is
facing charges of violent
entry and disorderly con-
duct on Capitol grounds;
obstruction of law en-
forcement during civil
disorder; disorderly and
disruptive conduct in a

restricted building or
grounds; knowingly en-
tering or remaining in a
restricted building or
grounds, and parading,
demonstrating or pick-
eting in a Capitol build-
ing.

U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Merrick Garland an-
nounced last month
that more than 500 peo-
ple nationwide have

Labor Day tradition to
return on Mackinac Bridge

Emma Steln Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Mackinac Bridge Walk is back.

The event, which was canceled last year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, will take place Sept. 6. It usually
garners 25,000-30,000 participants, according to a
news release.

Beginning at 6:40 a.m., participants will have the
chance to walk one of the largest suspension bridges
in the world.

Walkers can start at either end and walk all the
way across or turn back at the halfway point and re-
turn to their starting city. Since participants can start
from either end, there will be no buses driving people
from one side to the other.

“Before the walk was canceled last year, we had
«wo successful years of starting the event from both
St. Ignace and Mackinaw City, which makes us confi-
dent in continuing those options in 2021,” said Kim
Nowack, Mackinac Bridge Authority executive secre-
tary. “Overall, the event went so smoothly, and we
heard so many supportive comments about the new
arrangements.”

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer will join the walk at 7a.m.
starting at St. Ignace and walk to Mackinaw City.

The bridge will be closed to traffic from 6:30 a.m.
until noon, and walkers must reach the midway point
by 10 a.m. or they will be turned back.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CITY OF NOVI
ORDINANCE NO. 21-156.04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION™,
ARTICLE V, “BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS”, DIVISION 3,
“BOARD OF REVIEW™ SECTIONS 2-193.1 AND 193.2 RELATING
TO POVERTY EXEMPTIONS IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH STATE
LAW REQUIREMENTS.

The Ordinance was adopted by the City Council on Monday, July 12, 2021, and the provisions
of the ordinance shall become effective fifteen (15) days after its publication. A complete copy
of the Ordinance 18 available for public use and inspection at the office of the City Clerk, 45175
W. Ten Mile Road. during the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., prevailing local time

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Harard Determinations for the City of Northville, Wayne County.
Michigan, and Case No. 20-06-4952P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments on
proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where
applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community. These flood hazard
determinations may include the addition or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base
flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory
floodway. The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report have been revised to reflect these flood
hazard determinations through issuance of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance
ith Title 44, Part 65 of the Code of Federal Regulations. These determinations are the basis
r the floodplain management measures that your community i8 required to adopt or show
dence of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National
Flood Insur Program. For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations
and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA's
website at https.//www.floodmaps fema.gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the FEMA
Mapping and Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Request for Proposal
The Northville Public Schools talso referred to as the District or NPS in these documents)
will accept proposals for:
2021 Fresh Made Pizza for Lunch Service
| The Request for Proposals (RFP) specifications and bidding documents will be made available
n line at: www.michigan.gov/sigmayvss or www.northville.k12.mi.us

Proposals should be submitted to Michael Zopf, Assistant Superintendent, Northville Public

Proposals are to be submitted no later than 11:00 AM, Friday, August 6th at the Board
f Education Office (Old Village School, 405 W. Main Street, Northville, MI 48167). The District

will not consider or accept an electronic proposal, or a proposal received after the date and time
pecified for submission

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals in whole or in
part for reasons of establishing uniformity, delivery time or preference, the right to waive
iny irregularity or informality in the RFP process or any Proposal, and the right to award the
contract to other than the low hidder.

The contents of this RFP and Bidder's (also referred to as Vendor in these documents) Proposal
vill become a part of the contractual obligations. Once awarded, this RFP and Vendor's Proposal
hall automatically be incorporated into the District's Purchase Order, which shall then be

known as the “contract” In the event of a conflict between the terms and conditions coatained

this RFP and the districts 1ssued Purchase Order, the terms and conditions contained in

this RFP shall take precedence. Failure of the Bidder to accept these obligations will result in
incellation of the award -

| Each bidder’s proposal shall be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing

iny famihal relationship that exists between the uwner or any employee of the bhidder and

any member of the board, or the superintendent of the school district. Additional certifications

nd acknowledgements are required — including, by law, the Iran Sanctions Affidavit - and

he Buard shall not accept a bid that does not include these disclosures, certifications and/or
kr edgement
proposals shall be firm for at least sixty (60) days from the date of opening of proposals. All
F ubmitted must meet or exceed all specifications herein

o be mitted on our Bid Proposal Form, signed by the hidder, in a sealed envelope

rly marked T 2) copies of the Bid Proposal Form should be addressed to the attention
Mr Mich Zopf
¥ lle Public School
405 W. Main Street
Nort 1l M1 481
4| I M riz for Lunch Servi
0 the hid package should be retained for your files. Questions regarding bid
P ild be referred to Ma. Carmnie Morfino, morfinoca@northvilleschools.org,
14 ) n B a.m. and 4:00 pm. EST
TE BIDS WILIL. NOT BE ACCEPTED

been arrested in con-
nection with the Jan. 6
riot.

zggéﬁéo%(; Traffic moving along the Mackinac Bridge is seen
from the Upper Peninsula in 2020. DFP FILE
TO ALL CREDITORS:

The Decedent Rex Leon
Shaffner (Date of Birth
4-22-34) grantor of the
Rex Leon Shaffner
Revocable Living Trust,
dated the 19th day for
February 2001, who
lived on 8 Mile Road,

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
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Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 160 W Fort Street, Detroit, Ml 48226
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49710 8 Mile Rd.
Northville, M1 48167
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City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on August 10, 2021, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the Novi
Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider:

PZ21-0039 (Kiel Hearn) 167 Wainwright Street, East of Old Novi Road and South of
Thirteen Mile Road, Parcel 60-22-11-101-011. The applicant is requesting a variance from
the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 5.11 to install a fence in the front yard of a corner
lot. By code, a fence shall not extend toward the front of the lot nearer then the minimum front
yard setback This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-4). This case was tabled from
the July 13th meeting

PZ21-0040 (Eric & Susan Colthurst) 1291 E Lake Drive, West of Novi Road and South
of Fourteen Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-02-1768-016 The applicant is requesting variances
from The City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a side yard setback of 3.85 feet (10
feet minimum required, variance of 6.15 feet) and an aggregate total side yard setback of 16.55
feet (25 feet required, variance of 8.45 feet). This variance would accommodate the building of
a home addition This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-4). .

PZ21-0041 (Vinyl Sash) 45137 Bagtlett Drive, West of Novi Road and North of Twelve
Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-10-301-130. The applicant is requesting variances from The City
of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1 5 for a rear yard setback of 18.21 feet (30 feet minimum
required, variance of 11.79 feet). This variance would accommodate the building of a sunroom.
This property is zoned Residential Acreage (RA).

PZ21-0043 (Allied Signs / Total Wine & More) 21071 Haggerty Road, West of Haggerty
Road and North of Eight Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-36-477-034. The applicant is requesting
variances from The City of Novi Code of Ordinance Section 28-5(b) (1) a for a 236.50 square
foot sign for the new Total Wine & More location. A 65 square foot sign is permitted by code;
the proposed sign is oversized by 171.5 square feet This property is zoned Office Service
Commercial (OSC)

PZ7.21-0044 (Scott & Lisa Hoag) 21860 Garfield Road, East of Napier Road and South
of Nine Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-32-100-017. The applicant is requesting variances from
The City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.1.E for two lota with less than the required 150-
foot minimum lot width (30-foot lot width proposed for each, vaniance of 120 feet) and 3.6 2.A.i
for two flag shaped lots (by code flag shaped lots are not permitted). These variances are for
the splitting of an existing 5.97-acre lot into three new lots. This property is zoned Residential
Acreage (RA)

PZ21-0045 (Ryan Damuth) 23218 W Le Bost Drive, East of Meadowbrook Road and
South of Ten Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-26-151-0268. The applicant is requesting variances
from The City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Seetion 3.1.1.1(E) and 3.6.2(A) for an accessory
structure in the exterior side yard 2 feet from main house. These variances would accommodate
the replacement of an old existing shed on the property. This property is zoned Single Family
Residential (R-4)

N\
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Family, pet escape morning fire in Lyon

Firefighters spent
the morning of
July 18
extinguishing a
residential fire
near South Hill
Road and 1-96 in
Lyon Township.
No one was
injured in the

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com ol -
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Lyon Township family and their pet dog safely es-
caped their burning home, which then suffered a roof
collapse because of the flames.

Reginald Madeline, Lyon Township Fire Depart-
ment’s assistant chief, said aloud explosion awoke the
residents, who then smelled something burning Sun-
day morning.

They called first responders at about 5:40 a.m. blaze. COURTESY
Madeline was the first to arrive at the blazing South ON FIRE
Hill Road residence near Interstate 96. PARTMENT

The family was outside their home. However, the
July 18 fire had already brought down the garage roof
and was consuming at least half of the home’s attic.

With no nearby hydrants, Lyon Township had to re- Madeline said the family probably suffered a total An investigation continues
ly on other agencies for water. The fire was under con- loss of their home, which he estimated amounted to Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown
trol within an hour, and no one was injured. Because of about $300,000 to $400,000. lifecom or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter

hot spots, firefighters didn’t leave until about 10 a.m. For now, he said there’s no reason to suspect arson. @susanvela

ENGAGEMENT

Artists turn old bus into maker

[\

space for Howell Nature Center

Jennifer Timar
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

With a little imagina-
tion, kids can create any-
thing from the raw ma-
terials they find outdoors.

A nonprofit art initia-
tive's first project hopes
to tap into that energy.

The group Raw Art es-
tablished a new maker
space for nature art at the
Howell Nature Center by
converting a 35-seat bus.

Raw Art organizer Tir-
zah Sirken owns Finding
Roots, a Howell store that
sells handmade art, gifts
and clothi. ;. Her vendor
artists and craftspeople
often use natural materi-
als to make their prod-
ucts. She is also an artist.

“They are going to
hand over the art curricu-
lum to us, and we're going
to focus on nature crafts,”
Sirken said.

It was installed near
the nature center's Global

Stacy Karnes, left, and Michael Monroe paint a mural

on a bus that nonprofit art initiative Raw Art is
converting to a maker space for the Howell Nature
Center. GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

Village, which includes
replica model homes
from different cultures in
Michigan's history.

Raw Art artists will
hold classes for kids and
adults in the maker space
bus. The nature center
also holds day and over-
night camps.

“We’ll pick age-appro-
priate classes. We’ll take
kids on a walk, pick up

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Golf outing in support
of St. Jude returns

Remember that phrase
from Arnold Schwarze-
negger in “The Termina-
tor”?

Last year, we couldn’t
have our annual golf out-
ing for the children who
are battling cancer at St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital in Memphis,
Tennessee.

There was no golf out-
ing because of COVID-19
which shut down just
about everything in 2020.
There was no outing, but
many of the golfers who
have played for years sent

donations to help some
very sick children, ages 11
months to 17 years of age
who are battling some
kind of cancer.

No outing, but we
raised $4,400, and it's
safe to say that money
saved a child or helped a
family. Remember, it was
Danny Thomas' dream
that “no child should die
in the dawn of life.”

We are going to have a
golf outing this year. It
will take place Aug. 22 at
Mystic Creek Golf Course
on the grounds of Camp
Dearborn in Milford.

There will be a conti-
nental breakfast with an

y\
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sticks and stones and
make a sculpture or paint
on a leaf, for example,”
Sirken said.

She said the overall
theme will be making art
from raw, natural materi
als.

“Let's say we have a
pottery artist and she's
really good about creat
ing plaques that don't
need a wheel. She could

8:#0 a.m registration and
9:30 a.m.. shotgun start.
There will be a light lunch
at the turn and dinner fol
lowing golf. The entry fee
is $125 per person or $500
per foursome. A dinner
only option is available
for $25

Please call me if you'd
like to play or attend din
ner this year and help
keep Danny’s dream alive
to help the children. Ev
eryone is welcome, fa-
thers and sons; mothers
and daughters; young
and old; good and bad.

If you'd like to make a
donation but don't golf,
checks made payable to

Serving the Community with Compassion and Integrity at a Fair Price

Clayne D. Frazer, Sr.

Cremation

9795

Burial Starting at

$1,950

Clayne D. Frazer, Jr.

Full Service Funeral Home

248-667-9920 frazerfunerals.com

teach a class on how to
roll the clay out, press a
flower, and paint the
clay to look like real
Queen Anne's Lace.”

Lizzy Schultz, the na-
ture center’'s programs
and community en-
gagement director, said
the center was looking
to put a retired bus to
good use and knew Sir-
ken had been looking for
ways to collaborate.

“We're trying to get
away from kitschy arts
and crafts, like popsicle
sticks and they go home
and throw it away. We
want to give them tangi-
ble skills, like how to
paint, and then also
how to express the emo-
tions nature spurs in
them,” Schultz said.

She said the nature
center is looking for
grants to enhance the
outdoor area around the
maker space bus with
tables, lapdscaping and
other elements.

Knights of Columbus
#7444 earmarked to St.
Jude Golf Outing can be
mailed to 3101 Sands
Court, Milford, MI
48380.

If you would like to
donate a prize for the
raffle, call John Rogers
at 248-714-5353.

1thank you, and sodo
the children.

John Rogers

Milford

Wallen,

Diane and Dave Wal-
len announce the en

gagement of their
daughter Megan Wallen
to A.nir Shahidi.

Megan is a 2006
graduate of Novi High
School, 2010 graduate of
University of Michigan
and in 2016 received a
PhD from Georgetown
University. She is em-
ployed by NOAA (Na-
tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion) in Seattle.

Amir is a 2014 Gradu-
ate of Purdue in electri-
cal and computer engi-
neering and is employed
in the Engineering De-

Shahidi

Megan Wallen and Amir
Shahidi are engaged.
COURTESY OF DIANE WALLEN

partment at Ford Motor
Company.

An August 2021 wed-
ding is planned.

g2 Difference
Quality Vehicle .

Repair & Service. %E}

248-349-5115 J

807 Doheny Dr. Northville, Ml 48167
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www.davisautocare.com

2005.”

2.58 AMN410B-3

at the public hearing.

The proposed project consists of the four following parcels:
Parcel Number 1: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-126-006, described as follows:

TIN, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF E 1/2 OF NW-1/4 BEG ON N SEC LINE DIST N 89-34-
00 E 433.70 FT FROM NW COR OF SD E 1/2 OF NW 1/4, TH N 89-34-00 E 613.40
FT, TH S 00-17-20 E 891.25 FT TO CEN LINE US-16 HWY, TH N 71-44-00 W ALG
SD CEN LINE 650.70°FT, TH N 682.62 FT TD BEG EXC US-16 HWY 10.20 AMN412

Parcel Number 2: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-226-008, described a# follow:

TIN, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF NE 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST N 89-00-00 E 99.53 FT FROM
N /4 COR, TH N 89-00-00 E 165.14 FT, TH S 00-49-20 E 527.65 FT, TH S 89-00-00
W 165.14 FT, TH N 00-44-20 W 527.55 FT TO BEG 2 AMN410B-1

Parcel Number 3: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-126-011, descnbed as follows

T1IN, R8E, SEC 23 PART OF NW 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST S 89-00-00 W 65.61 FT
FROM N 1/4 COR, TH S 00-44-20 E 527.565 FT, TH S 89-00-00 W 61.82 FT, TH N 71
53-30 W 170 FT, TH N 01-00-00 W 471.87 FT, TH N 89-00-00 E 224.89 FT TO BEG

CITY OF NOVI NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF A
COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE
UNDER P.A. 210 OF 2005, AS AMENDED

Notice is hereby given that Sakura Novi Land Development, LLC — a Michigan Limited
Liability Company has submitted a request to the City of Novi for the issuance of a Commercial
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate under the “Commercial Rehabilitation Act PA. 210 of

Parcel Number 4: Tax ID Number 50-22-23-226-007, described as follows

TIN, RSE, SEC 23 PART OF N 1/2 OF SEC BEG AT N 1/4 COR. TH N 89-00-00 E
99.53 FT, TH S 00-44-20 E 527.55 FT, TH S 89-00-00 W 165.14 FT, TH N 00-44-20 W
527.55 FT, TH N 89-00-00 E 65.61 FT TO BEGG 2 AMN410B-2

Pursuant to Section 4 (2) of said Act, a public hearing shall be held on July 26, 2021 at
7:00 pm in the Novi City Council Chambers, located at 45175 Ten Mile Road. Novi, Michigan
48375, during which any property owner within the Commercial Rehabilitation District,
and any resident or taxpayer of the City of Novi may appear and he heard in relation to the
consideration of the aforementioned Commercial Exemption Certificate

If you have any comments regarding this proposal, they may be presented in writing or

Cortney Hanson, MMC, MiPMC I

City Cl l’k4|
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Gabriella Duhn is frustrated with a
court battle that pits her dead son
against a young Westland man with a
spotty driving record.

She's quite aware that some could
perceive her son as an entitled white
boy from Northville Townshipwho, after
a few beers, walked or skateboarded in
the path of a young Hispanic man leav-
ing work and driving toward his home
the night of Sept. 3, 2020

However, she said it's a huge stretch
to label her son Dominic, a third-year
Michigan State University student, as
entitled. The 20-year-old Spartan pur-
suing an agribusiness degree was an Ea-
gle Scout who shopped at resale shops,
worked for what he had and never cared
what kind of car he drove

Her son alsodidn’t accrue a court rec-
ord filled with traffic violations. Godi-
nez, 20, had already faced several traffic
allegations when he struck Dominic
along Sheldon Road, between Six Mile
and Five Mile roads, and drove away.

Mourning her son, who was his
younger brother's mentor and best
friend, she then learned Godiriez was
ticketed for driving Oct. 3 up to five
miles per hour over the speed limit in
Plymouth Township.

The citation happened while North-
ville Township continued its investiga-
tion.

“Four weeks after he killed Dominic,
he got another speeding ticket,” Gabri-
ella Duhn said. “So killing somebody
didn't even slow this guy down.”

The speeding citation happened
about a week before Godinez was arrest-
ed on a felony charge of failing to stop at
the scene of an accident, resulting in se-
rious impairment or death.

Godinez's family and his attorney
Francisco Villarruel have not responded
to multiple requests for comment. He
has pleaded no contest to a reduced
charge of failing to stop, which could
mean two to five years in prison when
he is sentenced July 30.

In court, Villarruel has said Godinez

O & E MEDIA

Gabriella Duhn holds a portrait of her late son Dominic in her Northville home on
July 12. The Duhn family is concerned that the motorist who hit and killed
Dominic in 2020, Gustavo Godinez, is still driving even after receiving a speeding
citation well after hitting Dominic along Sheldon Road.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

didn’t realize he struck a human being.
He also has suggested that Duhn was
drinking and perhaps high on marijuana
when he tried traveling along Sheldon
Road. Duhn had a medical marijuana
card.

A close friend of Duhn's testified that
he saw Duhn at least drinking a few
beers before they and their friends went

'%'Li

-

3DAYBLINDS

YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

FREE Installation

on Custom Blinds, Shades,
Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE

FREE in-home design consultation
with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126

DESIGN N

)¥er Code CEPC. Explres 12/31/21

MEASURE Wi

i TR ¢mm mmwmm

INSTALL

U RELAX'

outdoors, and the two decided to skate
board down a Sheldon Road hill that
lasted about 100 feet.

They had activated their cell phone
flashlights and turned their lights to
ward a vehicle coming from behind
them before the collision happened.

Meanwhile, Gabriella Duhn said her
son’s friends told her Dominic drank

Mom frustrated with court as driver’s
sentencmg in son’s death approaches

about four beers in four hours.

She is also frustrated with Third Cir-
cuit Judge Catherine Heise, whom she
suggested is being lenient with Godinez.

The judge, who was not allowed to
comment for this story, is making sure a
translator is present during the sen-
tencing for Godinez's Spanish-speaking
parents

The judge also didn't grant the prose
cuting attorney’s June 30 plea hearing
request to revoke Godinez's driving
privileges.

“Explain to me why my tax dollars
have to go to pay for a translator for his
parents,” Duhn vented. “This is a19 year
old. He's an adult. 1 feel like this judge
has just been bending over backward for
him.

“She better hope right now he doesn't
hurt anybody on the road, because if he
hurts anybody on the road you're going
to see my face plastered over every news
station. He doesn't need to be driving.”

The Duhn family is preparing to give
victim impact statements during the
sentencing.

They lost a funny young man who
had a big heart and liked to help those
that he could. While he also liked to have
agood time, he was known for being the
responsible one.

“We just lost so much,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>