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Police cadet for Milford, Novi gains citizenship

Northville native and Miss Michigan 2021 Vivian Zhong strikes a pose on West Main Street, john heider/hometownufe com

02021

333331

MM

Well on her way to becoming a pedi
atric oncologist, Northville’s Vivian 
Zhong frequently visited the cancer 
ward at the University of Michigan’s 
C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital prior to

the COVID-19 pandemic, sometimes 
dressed as Disney’s Mulan, other times 
to entertain the patients with her classi
cal piano skills.

Sometimes Zhong was simply com
pelled to visit the cancer-stricken kids 
to talk and offer any comfort and en
couragement she could provide.

U.S. citizen in June, and he’s now work
ing as a police cadet for both Milford and 
Novi police departments so that he can 
become a full-time police officer.

It’s been a long road, especially since 
the 28-year-old Farmington Hills resi
dent left the Albanian capital of Tirana 
in 2015 thinking he’d keep striving to be

come a mechanical engineer.
He was in his early 20s then. A West 

Bloomfield Township cousin helped him 
get settled. He found a job. Sefa success
fully tested for a driver’s license.

Coming from a country that consid
ered America a land of opportunity, he 
was ready to return to school until a lo-

A dynamic speaker with head-turn
ing looks, it was not surprising when the 
kind-hearted 2015 graduate of North
ville High School was crowned Miss 
Michigan June 19 in Muskegon.

".The second I won, it was surreal be-
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Blerim Sefa is pursuing an American 
Dream that he could soon realize thanks 
to a persevering spirit mixed with 
smarts and a strong work ethic.

The Albanian immigrant became a
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cal college rep started talking to him 
about tuition fees.

"I did not know you have to pay for 
school here. I’m like, What is that for?’ I 
was a little bit shocked. I did not expect 
that in America," he admitted with a

The search is on for the most majes
tic trees in Michigan (and maybe the 
country) in the Big Tree Hunt.

ReLeaf Michigan seeks your assis
tance in identifying the state’s largest 
trees, with the biggest in each of hun
dreds of species to be registered in a 
state database, in a contest that has 
been extended due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Ashley Laux, project forester for the 
non-profit ReLeaf Michigan, said the 
biennial contest had more than 700 
submissions in 2018-19 from 81 of the 
state’s 83 counties and is hoping for 
even more this go around after the 
contest extension.

"There is a lot of scientific data that 
big trees provide and there is huge val
ue in knowing where those trees are,” 
Laux said, citing also the climate, cul
tural and historical information that 
can be gleaned. “Michigan’s trees are 
hundreds of years old and when you 
look at trees and the surrounding envi
ronment, you cem understand what 
happened historically in that region 
and we can make better management 
decisions around our forests and how 
we manage the land.”

Many entries come from southeast 
Michigan, with oaks the majority spe
cies, but all tree species are wanted 
and there is a special prize category for 
white pine in addition to prizes for 
largest tree in each county and more.

Michigan’s Big Tree database cur
rently has 547 trees standing tall as 
state champions of their species, with 
several from the Hometown Life com-

Northville’s Miss Michigan 
stood up to racist comments
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Get ready to 
throw some 
shade during 
Big Tree Hunt
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Five file for South Lyon City CouncilMayor will run unopposed in November
Pelchat
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Pro-Trump protesters converge in Novi
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Township resident who plans on run
ning for the state’s 20th District House 
seat next year, came to the rally for a 
host of reasons, citing vaccination 
rights and concerns about what is being 
taught in schools regarding critical race 
theory.

“You see buzzwords and you know 
that is what’s being taught,” she said. "I 
know our nation is not more perfect
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More than eight months after Joe Bi
den defeated Donald Trump in the 
presidential election, supporters of 
Trump begged to differ in Novi.

At least 200 protestors gathered at all 
four corners of the intersection of 8 Mile 
and Haggerty during the evening rush 
hour on July 20 for an event dubbed by 
the Michigan Conservative Coalition as 
the “Trump won” rally.

Many held signs that asserted as 
much, including “Trump won, Demo
crats cheated,” “Jesus is my savior, 
Trump is my president” and “Trump 
now, save America.”

A man with a bullhorn rallied the 
crowd with chants including, “America 
first,” "The best is yet to come,” and 
“Save the USA! Trump 2021.”

Among the crowd was Roman Zubar 
of Bloomfield Township, who said he 
wanted the country to come back to nor
mal and Biden serving in the Oval Office 
wasn't part of that.

"If Biden won, he deserves it. But if he 
cheated, it’s off to prison he goes,” Zubar 
said.

Supporters of former President Donald Trump, including those who believe the 2020 election of President Joe Biden was fraudulent, gather at the northeast corner 
of Eight Mile and Haggerty on July 20. photos John heider/hometownlife.com

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Northville, Wayne County, 
Michigan, and Case No. 20-05-4952P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) solicits technical information or comments on 
proposed flood hazard determinations for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where 
applicable, the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for your community. These flood hazard 
determinations may include the addition or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base 
flood depths. Special Flood Hazard Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory 
floodway. The FIRM and, if applicable, the FIS report have been revised to reflect these flood 
hazard determinations through issuance of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance 
with Title 44. Part 65 of the Code of Federal Regulations. These determinations are the basis 
for the floodplain management measures that your community is required to adopt or show 
evidence of having in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National 
Flood Insurance Program For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations 
and information on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s 
website at https://www floodmaps.fema gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe main.asp. or call the FEMA 
Mapping and Insurance eXchange (FM1X) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

South Lyon Mayor Dan Pelchat will 
run unopposed on the November ballot, 
the only candidate to file for the city's 
top elected office by the July 20 dead
line.

However, there will be a contest for 
city council, with five candidates vying 
for only three seats.

Incumbents Glenn Kivell and Carl 
Richards are attempting to re-up for an
other four-year term with newcomers 
Jim Hamade, Alex Hansen and Lori Mo
sier hoping to get their first opportunity 
to serve. Rose Walton did not file paper

city council to give back 
to the community.

“My expertise in the banking indus
try and education in finance would work 
toward improving infrastructure in 
South Lyon,” he said, specifically citing 
road improvements as something he 
would like to work with other council 
members on.

Richards said he hopes to continue 
on council as his work "isn’t finished.”

"It’s a tremendous amount of work. I 
do more than is necessary, but the ba

than others... I just want to bring aware
ness and for people to not have to fear if 
they say they’re conservative they 
might lose their jobs or be called a racist 
or bigot or homophobic. 1 want them to 
be free.”

In a press release preceding the 
event, Michigan Conservative Coalition 
President Rosanne Ponkowski said Lan
sing had failed to "seriously investigate 
the 2020 elections,” despite evidence to 
the contrary, including a Michigan Re
publican led-investigation which con
cluded there is no basis for claims of 
widespread election fraud.

“With more revelations about Arizo
na’s and Georgia’s troubling election 
processes coming out nearly every day 
we need to let Michigan’s elected repre
sentatives and, frankly, the world know 
that we demand a forensic audit in 
Michigan,” Ponkowski said in the re
lease. "Until this critical forensic audit is 
conducted, voters will not trust Michi
gan elections again. Who won in 2020? 
Let’s find that out.”

In Michigan, Biden beat Trump by 
more than 154,000 votes.

Nationwide, Biden scored 306 elec
toral college votes to Trump’S 232. In the 
popular vote, Biden garnered more than 
7 million votes than Trump.

Locally in northwest Wayne and 
southwest Oakland counties, Biden also 
was a clear winner although Trump did 
score a few "wins,” getting more votes in 
Milford and Lyon townships, as well as 
Commerce and White Lake.

Mariah Parkyn, a Brighton resident 
and Trump supporter, said while she 
doesn’t trust the election results, she 
stands strong in her faith as a Christian 
and “the truth will reveal itself.”

She wants an audit and said she 
would trust the results "when people get 
together for a civil conversation.”

Michigan’s 11th Congressional Dis
trict Republican Committee indicated 
on social media the events would con
tinue weekly.

sbromley@hometownlife.com

Zubar said he was suspicious of the 
election results due to being an election 
challenger at the TCF Center in Detroit, 
where he wasn’t allowed to get closer 
than six feet to ballot counters because 
officials “played the C0V1D card” and 
also speculated that 70 ballot boxes that 
arrived in a vehicle in the early morning 
hours of Nov. 4 came from Mars.

Zubar said he was also in Washing
ton, D C., on Jan. 6 when Trump sup
porters stormed the U.S. Capitol, but he 
didn’t go into the building. He was at the 
Novi rally to make people aware “the 
election was not what it should be and 
there was plenty of evidence.”

David Dudenhoefer of Detroit was at 
the Novi rally with his 8-month-old 
daughter, Paloma Mia, both adorned in 
pro-Trump attire, as well as Paloma's 
grandmother, Canton resident Kathy 
Gamache.

“I’m supporting patriots who know in 
their hearts that our election had suspi
cious activity that has led us to believe 
the election may very well have been 
stolen from the rightful winner,” Duden
hoefer said. "It’s even more amplified by 
the drastic change in policy direction 
our country has taken.”

Dudenhoefer had a failed bid for.Con- 
gress when he ran against Rashida 
Tlaib, D-Detroit, who represents the 
13th District.

He said he wants a look taken at the 
"breakdown of all four levels of the 
chain of custody, including the poll 
books, qualified voter files, the election 
results tapes from the machines, and 
the ballots.”

work for reelection.
Hamade and Mosier both had failed 

bids for city council in 2019, when Steve 
Kennedy and Maggie Kurtzweil were re
elected and joined by then-newcomer 
Lisa Dilg.

Mosier retired two years ago after 
working as a bookkeeper for the City of 
South Lyon for 25 years and said she is 
running for council to continue her in
volvement.

"I like to be involved in the communi
ty and I still have something to give to 
the city,” she said.

Hansen is new to South Lyon, moving 
here last August, but is not new to trying 
for political office. The former Howell

resident ran an unsuc
cessful campaign for Liv
ingston County Commis
sioner in 2018.

The branch manager 
of a local credit union 
said he wants to serve on
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sics are quite a lot,” the retired machine 
shop operator said. “You have to donate 
hours of time to reseat ch and make a re
sponsible vote.”

Pelchat plans to continue his work in 
a third term for mayor, uncontested for 
the first time. The South Lyon Schools 
IT technician has enjoyed working with 
the team at city hall.

"We have a great group of people and 
the job’s not done,” he said. “This was a 
tough term for the community and we 
are making progress on the infrastruc
ture. I certainly want to be part of the 
team that sends it out to the voters next 
year."

Kivell and Hamade could not be im
mediately reached for comment on their 
campaigns.
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Milford councilman 
pleads guilty in damaged 
utility pole incident
Susan Vela Hometownlife com
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A Village of Milford councilman caught some media 
attention after he crashed into a utility pole and then 
drove away in his damaged vehicle.

A Novi District Court judge moved the case over to 
52-3 District Court in Rochester Hills, and that’s where 
Councilman David Pehrson pleaded guilty July 21 to a 
misdemeanor charge of failing to report an accident.

He paid $525 in fines and costs as part of his sen
tence.

Justice was served, said Pehrson, who vowed to 
continue serving his community to the best of his abil
ity

According to police and court reports, a person was 
walking north on Main Street near the south end of the 
business district, the evening of March 12 when he 
heard a crash and saw a white truck on a pole. The 
truck reversed and then drove off.

Police said they were dispatched to Huron and Main 
streets because someone was reporting that a white 
truck drove away after smashing into a pole. Arriving 
officers found the pole, along with several car parts 
and car fluid, near the intersection.

Andrew Atala, right, talks about earning more than 100 Boy Scout merit badges as his brothers George, 
center, and Matthew listen. The siblings want to earn every possible Scouting merit badge.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Brothers in Northville Boy
Scout troop set to earn 
every possible merit badge
David Veselenak Hometowniife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Woodworking. Plumbing. Gardening. Journalism. 
Camping.

These are just a few of the topics George and An
drew Atala learned about the last few years in achiev
ing a pretty rare feat: the two boys have or are about to 
earn every single Boy Scouts of America merit badge 
possible.

“Scouts always gives you a lot of things to learn, a lot 
of different skills,” Andrew said. “Ever since I earned 
my first merit badge, I always wanted to learn more. 
And you think, 'This one’s cool,’ and you do it. And 
there’s a cooler one and a cooler one until, like, you do 
them all, like I did."

The two, members of Troop 755 in Northville, set 
out to each earn all of the 137 merit badges offered by 
the organization. The badges have several require
ments for Scouts to complete and cover a myriad of 
subjects.

The organization requires Scouts earn 21 merit 
badges to earn the highest award in Scouting, the Ea
gle Scout award. Both boys have already earned their 
Eagle award, with Andrew doing his project at’St. 
Edith Catholic Church in Livonia and George donating 
duffel bags to foster children in Detroit.

George, 16, earned his last badge earlier this year 
while Andrew, 14, is on the last requirements on his 
last badge, which he hoped to earn this month. Both 
boys will have completed the same badge for their final 
one: Bugling.

“You have to learn 10 songs. You have to learn how to 
play it,” George said. "Basically, you’re learning how to 
play an instrument. And obviously people take lessons 
for that. I was on YouTube all day.”

Once George earned that final badge, he said he 
realized how valuable earning more badges could be, 
especially to help prepare him for adulthood.

"Once I got that amount, I just learned so much from 
doing so little (of the) merit badges and it just felt so 
great,” George said. “Like you just scratch the surface 
of literally 137 different topics and you can really see 
what you enjoy.”

The Boy Scouts of America said it doesn’t keep track 
of how many Scouts earn every merit badge it offers,

A passerby stopped as they were 
securing a white Ford grill and a U.S. 
flag front decal plate inside a patrol car 
when a passerby stopped. He claimed 
to know where the rest of the vehicle 
was.

Pehrson He had driven past an apparently
freshly-damaged white Ford F-150 

truck with a front end severely wrecked
The man led officers to Pehrson’s home where a 

damaged Ford F-150 was in the driveway.
An officer said in the report the damaged car 

seemed to be the one responsible for the damaged 
pole.

Pehrson eventually talked to an officer and admit
ted to striking the pole. He said had been getting 
lightheaded and showed the officer his supplements 
for testosterone boosts, Plexus meal replacements 
and Keto diets.

Pehrson initially was charged with a misdemean
or of failing to stop to report a property damage acci
dent. He pleaded guilty to the lesser charge.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown- 
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
@susanvela.

but provided some related statistics regarding how 
many badges were earned in the last year.

Badges that could be earned at home did especial
ly well — a time period where many Scouts did their 
badge work at home due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
— with badges like Family Life and Personal Fitness 
being atop the list of most badges earned.

With in-person meetings limited, working with 
counselors became a new challenge to navigate. In
stead of the brothers — both Detroit Catholic Central 
High School students — meeting with merit badge 
counselors in person, there were a lot of Zoom meet
ings with others to discuss their progress.

The pandemic ended up having a bit of an upside 
when it came to earning merit badges, Andrew said - 
the brothers were able to connect with people in 
places they normally wouldn’t.

“It was more diverse because we could talk to peo
ple in different states as well,” Andrew said. “So 1 
thought that was pretty cool as well.”

Scouting has become a family affair for the Atalas. 
Their father, Bassel Atala, serves as an assistant 
Scoutmaster in their troop, and younger brother Mat
thew has begun his journey in Scouts as well.

So far, he’s earned 10 and hopes to keep going, es
pecially after seemg the things-his older brothers 
have done.

“I want to follow them because when I saw the pic
tures of them whitewater rafting and going on these 
crazy adventures, and them smiling all the time, it 
was just like, ‘Wow, that is so cool, I want to also do 
that,' ” Matthew said.

Andrew said the first badge he earned, First Aid, is 
a demonstration of how important the skills learned 
for a merit badge can be. He used those skills to save 
someone’s life when attending St. Edith Catholic 
Church in Livonia, helping a fellow parishioner until 
first responders could arrive.

Having those skills, he said, is crucial. And com
pleting a merit badge to learn those skills helped him 
save that person’s life.

“It’s not just a merit badge,” Andrew said. “It’s 
more of a life lesson rather than just a badge.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak^f 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter ^davidveselenak.

Judge sends 
former firefighter’s 
arson case to trial
Susan Vela Hometownlife com
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A former Northville firefighter left a New Year’s 
Eve party, telling his girlfriend he wanted to visit her 
Canton home to check on their dogs soon after they 
rang in 2019.

That may have been Patrick Nolan’s intent, but his 
truck’s infotainment system placed him outside his 
Plymouth Township home on Shefield Court be
tween 12:30 and 12:34 a m

He would return to the party, where his truck was 
at at about 2:15 a m., when someone called 911 to say 
Nolan's township home was an inferno.

35th District Court Judge Ronald Lowe opined 
that he knows from watching the courthouse burn in 
1997 that a building can burn for some time before 
anyone sees evidence of a blaze.

After listening to prosecutors present that time
line information in the courtroom, Lowe sent Nolan's 
arson case to the higher Third Circuit Court for trial. If 
convicted on the two arson charges, Nolan could 
spend the rest of his life in prison.

“At best, the state has a circumstantial case," Lowe 
said. “The difficulty for you, Mr. Nolan, is that they 
put that many pieces together.”

His decision concluded an all-day July 23 prelimi
nary exam that included several witnesses and plen
ty of photos. The photos, in the judge’s opinion, 
proved arson burned down Nolan’s home.

Predicting that any jury will be disappointed to 
learn there’s no obvious smoking gun, he noted that 
Nolan had the incentive, opportunity and expertise 
to bum down his insured home for financial gain.

An insurance representative who investigated 
Nolan’s fire claim testified that the former firefighter 
told her he had cashed out a 401(k) account and had 
maxed out credit cards.

Kim Campbell of Citizens Insurance said in court 
that he told her he worked as a Northville firefighter 
for about a year and a half before the city terminated 
him in September 2018 He became self employed 
and worked as a snow plow contractor

While attending a Christmas concert, Nolan also 
allegedly approached a personal acquaintance who 
works for another insurance company about who 
would get the insurance money and how would the 
payout happen if a house burned.

Those who investigated the case also testified that 
Nolan was living with his girlfriend in Canton when 
his township home burned. The home had spent a 
few months on the market.

Nolan told at least two of those testifying that he 
had returned to his township home briefly at about 
6:45 p.m. New Year’s Eve, just to check on a basement 
sump pump.

His truck’s infotainment system placed him there 
between 6:52 and 7:20 p.m., a window of opportunity 
if he wanted to prepare the home for arson, prose
cutors asserted.

Michigan State Police investigator Jason Mercier 
testified that he smelled gasoline when he visited the 
destroyed home. He found evidence of gasoline in 
several places, including on carpeting, a couch, and a 
basement shelf.

Gregory Lotoczky of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac
co, Firearms and Explosive testified that he was talk
ing to Nolan inside the home’s kitchen area when the 
former firefighter led him to a landscaping brick that 
suggested a forced entry.

Nolan appeared for his preliminary examination 
in a jail jumpsuit. He seems to be having medical is
sues, with Lowe at one point asking if he needed to 
lay on his back.

The case against Nolan has involved Michigan At
torney General investigators who emphasize that fire 
ignited in three separate unconnected areas of the 
home, gas vapors were ignited with an open flame, a 
human caused the fire and Nolan’s truck was outside 
the residence less than two hours before a neighbor 
called for help.

Defense attorney Adam Clements said during his 
closing statements that, given the duration of the in
vestigation, there should have been more evidence 
against his client.

Lowe lowered Nolan’s bond to $50,000.
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Novi police chief receives prestigious award
Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police

Molloy

Former GM plant land in Livonia to be redeveloped

thencommunities
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Capital, said work is ex
pected to be completed 
on the project by next 
spring. She said while 
there’s no tenant yet for 
the space, they are mar-

Molloy has been a leader in the police community 
with service to better the police profession. He was ap
pointed Chief of Police in 2005, then appointed Direc
tor of Public Safety in 2010.

Molloy has earned a bachelor of arts degree in crim
inal justice from Saginaw Valley State University and a 
master’s degree from Eastern Michigan University.

He is a graduate of the School of Police Staff and 
Command, the Center for Excellence in Police Man
agement Studies, the 228th session of the F.B.l.’s Na
tional Academy, and the Senior Executive Institute at 
the University of Virginia’s Darden School of Business.

For the past 13 years, he has served as an assistant

Livonia Mayor Maureen Brosnan-Miller, fifth from left, Wayne County Executive 
Warren Evans, second from left, and others toss some dirt at the 
groundbreaking for the Ashley Capital Livonia West Commerce Center on 
Amrhein in Livonia on July 21. John heider/hometownlife.com
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there’s probably some 
thing wrong with you.”

Contact reporter Da 
vid Veselenak at dvesele 
nak@hometownlife.com 
or 734-678-6728.

volvement on committees, boards or 
related bodies;

2 Sponsorship or stewardship of 
significant grant programs or legisla
tion important to law enforcement; sig
nificant training accomplishments, or 
other widely recognized criminal jus
tice endeavors or accomplishments.

adjunct professor at Madonna University teaching 
criminal justice ethics, criminal justice administration 
and other criminal justice courses.

In addition, he has been a long-time instructor for 
the MACP’s New Chief and Police Executive School 
and as an instructor for the School of Police Staff and 
Command programs at both Eastern Michigan Univer
sity and Michigan State University teaching hundreds 
of police executives.

Molloy is a 20-year member of the MACP. He served 
as the president of this association in 2018-19 and was 
one of the key leaders who helped grow the MACP’s 
accreditation program and the advancement of the 
FBI’s National Use-of Force Data Collection program 
for recording law enforcement use of force.

He is also a member of the 1ACP and the Police Ex
ecutive Research Forum.

Molloy has also served as the president and exec
utive board member for both the Oakland County As
sociation of Chiefs of Police and Southeast Michigan 
Association of Chiefs of Police.

keting the building and 
expect to land a company 
to fill it in the future.

"We have expressions 
of interest in it, but Ash
ley Capital does almost

which was purchased by 
the Revitalizing Auto 
Communities Environ
mental Response (RAC
ER) Trust after GM’s 
bankruptcy and then lat
er by developer Ashley 
Capital.

“For all of us, this is im
portant. Because this is 
an area that was a con
taminated piece of prop
erty that did not see a 
ready opportunity to re
develop,” Brosnan said. 
“The fact that we had 
RACER Trust come to
gether with Ashley Capi
tal, it was the ideaJ mix”

The construction of 
the new building marks a 
significant achievement 
for the property: it’s the 
final parcel to be redevel
oped on the site of the for
mer plant, which closed 
its operations in the early 
1990s and was left mostly 
without activity since.

Novi Chief of Police and Director of Public Safety 
David Molloy in receiving the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police (MACP) Presidential Medal.

The medal was presented to Molloy by current 
President Ronald Wiles at the recently concluded the 
MACP Summer Professional Conference Awards Ban
quet.

The presidential medal is awarded for outstanding 
and extraordinary professional and personal service 
to the criminal justice system, the law enforcement 
profession and the Michigan Association of Chiefs of 
Police.

The recipient’s activities shall be of such signifi
cance as to demonstrate a personal dedication and 
commitment above and beyond normal professional 
duties and interactions. Criteria for the award may in
clude:

1 Long term contributions to the criminal justice 
system and law enforcement via membership and in

Maureen Miller Bros
nan could not have been 
more happy to participate 
in her first groundbreak 
ing since becoming Livo
nia’s mayor in 2020.

The fact that it was for 
a project that's expected 
to make a major impact in 
the city made it that 
much sweeter.

Brosnan, along with 
many other community 
and business leaders, 
were on hand July 21 on 
the property near Am
rhein and Eckles near the 
border with Plymouth 
Township to celebrate the 
ongoing construction of a 
new 364,000-square- 
foot industrial building 
on part of the site of the 
former General Motors 
spring and bumper plant,

everything we’ve ever 
built on a speculative ba
sis. So that’s not new for 
us and it’s worked out,” 
she said.

Seeing the redevelop
ment of the space isn’t 
just a benefit for Livonia, 
but for all of Wayne Coun
ty, said County Executive 
Warren Evans, who at
tended the groundbreak
ing as well.

Having attractive 
business opportunities is 
what drives people to 
want to locate to Wayne 
County, he said.

"I want the employees, 
when they come, to see 
Wayne County in a way 
that says, ‘1 want to buy a 
home here. I want to live 
here.’ That’s how you cy
cle the economy and do 
good things,” he said. "I’ll 
tell anybody: We have 43 
different communities in 
Wayne County. If you 
can’t find somewhere 
that you like in the 43

The site is now teem
ing with life, anchored by 
one of the largest compa
nies in the world. Amazon 
opened a 1 million
square-foot fulfillment 
center on the property 
back in 2017, and Repub
lic National Distributing 
Company, opened a 
warehouse on the proper
ty back in 2019.

The new project was 
approved for Brownfield 
tax credits by the city 
council at the end of 
2020.

Combined at the three 
sites, the total number of 
jobs on the property once 
the new building is com
pleted is expected to 
number more than 1,700, 
Dan West, president of 
the Livonia Chamber of 
Commerce, said.

Susan Harvey, a senior 
vice president of Canton 
Township-based Ashley
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You Are Serious About Your Promises

In Sickness And In HealthFor Richer, For Poorer,

Classics • Hot Rods • Beaters

Live Hand • Hot Food • Refreshments 
Games for the Kiddies

Two women of a certain age. Maybe sisters. 
Alike in many ways. Both were mothers and 
grandmothers. Respected. Looked up to. 
Reliable volunteers for church and school. You 
want it done right? Get Betty and Wilma on the 
case. Rapidly approaching their 50th wedding 
anniversary. Time flies.

You have friends like these women. Middle
class people who enrich the world. Generous 
spirits. Authentic kindness. Get it done attitude 

Nice homes, colorful gardens. Debt free.
• i Comfortable

Cl A.: ' cash cushion
4jk • aft M&tC1
W;-uls would
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clipping 
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thrift No 

extravagant or expensive habits. Except 
spoiling their grandchildren 
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Get Answers To Your Questions:
How do I protect my health, home, lifesavings, family and legacy?

Why is an outdated will worse than no plan at all?
How can 1 be sure people 1 trust will make medical and financial decisions for me, if 1 cannot?

How can I control the care I get (and do not get) in a medical emergency?

How can I protect my kids' inheritance from divorce, bankruptcy, and their own poor decisions?
How do 1 avoid heavy taxes from the new law on my retirement plans (like my IRA or 401k)?

www.DavidCarrierLaw.com • email: David@DavidCarrierLaw.com • 1-800-317-2812
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friend. Fred.
a shy guy. just like her friend Wilma Anything 
can happen at a dance, you know. When will 
Saturday get here?

One Thing Leads To Another

A Real Lifeline. .. Too Good To Be True?
A pleasant Sunday. May 2021, both women 
were reading the same article. An account in 
The Michigan Elder Law Reporter describing 
the Program of All-inclusive Care for the 
Elderly, known as PACE.

The Reporter claimed that PACE provided 
free, at-home care. All pharmacy needs 
with no co-pays, donut holes, delays, or 
frustrating paperwork. Specialist.^rc. Respite

care. Durable medical equipment. Supplies. 
Occupational and Physical Therapy. The list 
went on and on. It even claimed that PACE was 
intended to help folks just like her On purpose 
Family members caring for loved ones at 
home. Staying al home.
Most outrageous, though, was the bald 
statement that their life savings, home, 
life insurance... their security, need not be 
sacrificed. Their lifetime of shared work could 
be preserved for themselves, their children, 
their grandchildren. How could that happen'1! 
They remembered similar articles in the 
Reporter... published over 2020. And the 
warning that the special COVID rules would 
expire, but were then extended to November, 
then extended to April 2021. then extended 
“until further notice."

Two Roads Diverged In A Wood, And 1 - 
I Took The One Less Traveled By. ..

And this is where Betty and Wilma made 
different choices.

Betty said to herself, “Stuff and Nonsense! I 
pity anyone foolish enough to believe this... 
Promises, promises! Too good to be true! I 
don't believe it! Fiddle Faddle."
Wilma thought, "I heard of this last year and 
didn't act. Could this be my second chance? 
Maybe I should find out more..."
Five years quickly passed.

And That Has Made All Of The Difference 
Another fine spring morning. Betty and Wilma 
are still best friends. But not so much alike 
anymore. They made different choices. They 
got different results.

Pride Goeth Before A Fall
Proverbs 16:18

Betty was physically exhausted. Twenty-four 
hours a day. Seven days a week. Constant 
caregiving for Barney took a heavy toll. 
Emotional stress was worse. Bankruptcy. 
Lifesavings did not last long paying home 
health care workers. Cashing in the life 
insurance? No, she didn't mind. That money 
was long gone.
Betty was still bound and determined that her 
Barney would never wind up in one of “those 
places." Then the cash ran out. She gritted her 
teeth and took a loan against the house. Twice. 
Plus a line of credit. In desperation, she turned 
to cash advances on the credit cards.
In her pride, she did not share the burden with 
Wilma or her children. She chose a solitary 
journey. Until the inevitable day when the 
house of cards collapsed. She reached for 
the phone to call her eldest child. She never 
imagined living in a senior housing project. 
Well, at least the bill collectors have stopped 
harassing her.

She Is Clothed With Strength And 
Dignity; She Can Laugh At The Days To 

Come.

refrigerator? Bamcy gets so confused with the 
simplest things. And it is getting worse.

2020... The Storm Breaks 
Betty and Wilma are now their husbands' 
primary caregivers. Barney and Fred, after 
many years as partner and confidant, father and 
grandfather, best friend and “accomplice." have 
fallen victim to Alzheimer's Disease Heart
breaking. Life-changing. COVID isolation on 
top of it all. No description necessary. 

Wilma and Betty take their wedding vows 
seriously. Better or worse. Richer or poorer. 
Sickness and health. They said it. They meant 
it. They lived it 

Maybe the __
kids don't get 1WH
it But these ’
women took <1 A
JFK at his W |
word "We ’ ’ -
choose to do l^^k
these rhmc - 

isc । 
they are hard." I

Alzheimer’s is 
hard. Alzheimer’s plus COVID is even harder. 

Yes, the kids have their own families and 
challenges. They live out of state. They would 
like to help, but... TRAVEL BAN. Now they 
think it is a good idea for Dad to be “placed". 
What is it with kids these days?

Proverbs 31:25

Wilma stood at the kitchen window. Watching 
her grandchildren play in the yard. The last few 
years had been tough. Fred did not recognize 
her or their children. She was making the best 
of a bad situation. But. Her health was good. 
The PACE folks were a blessing. No worries. 
PACE aides came out to help with Fred 
several times a week. During COVID so many 
years ago, they even helped with her grocery 
shopping. And housekeeping. Plus all the 
medical support. Wilma's future was secure.

• . She did not
I I,ICC H ill u.

c" ■
lite sac Illgs 

t. pt ol CH cd No
, 7 • •• ’■ i1'1 1

mile 
doii.it

No Waste:
• Her legacy

will endure for years. “Well," She thought, 
“sometimes “too good to be true turns out even 
better.”

The Big Dance - 1963

- A'j* Betty and Wilma were 
like sistcts Without 

'SuF the sister drama.

X Since their first day at
AlHM I .Home < ciili.it I lick

BQ J ^Btwo years ago Now 
Belts was organizing 

dance with some 
Lansing Tech Junior

That dance was .
just rehearsal for .,ojj
the Big Dance 
Wilma and Fred, w
Betty and Barney .4 . . ■
would lead R*7-

through their lives I _J
\ltcr giaduation --------

the cues got 
" .' . . O' I f’-i ,

and entered the ’t “
wonderful world
of GM’s Lansing Car Assembly. The ladies 

followed.

■ M ■' ■
in the Steno pool

4L? fl A I Wilma loved toS 1 get things just 
t . right. Call it 

I perfectionism 
| if you want to, 

that talent got 
Wilma assigned to Quality Control. Eventually 
she headed the plant's QC efforts. Betty's 
organizational skills landed her in the plant 
manager's

' 111 i c . o
1" 1 1"'c 
secreiars 

Betty and

and Barney
knew a good thing when they saw it. Before 
long they "put a ring on it" and got busy raising 
families too.

It was a sad day in April 2004 when the Olds 
plant shut down for good. They were all retired, 
but it still hurt. lite guys made a pilgrimage to 
the old place every springtime. Both couples 
were doing fine. Their homes were paid off 
and worth about S175,000. With $200,000 in 
savings and $75,000 of life insurance, they felt 
secure. Not to mention having prepaid their 
funerals. Each couple had three kids and three 
grandchildren. They even like the in-laws!

Nothing Good Lasts Forever. .. 
Gathering Clouds

Just few years apo. Another perfect spring. 
Bright sunshine, crisp air with a bit of warmth, 
the smell of new growth, green leaves.

1 Have Finished The Course,
1 Have Kept The Faith

2 Timothy 4:7

Carrier’s North End 
4965 East Beltline Avenue NE

Several months later.

Betty's funeral. Wilma thought about her 
best friend. It was tragic. Betty ran the race. 
Betty fought the good fight. At the ultimate 
cost to herself, she did what she believed was 
necessary Rapidly pouring out the savings and 
accomplishments of a lifetime. All gone in the 
blink of an eye.

Is there anything more tragic than needless 
suffering? Striving to do something that did 
not have to be done at all? Wilma had to say 
it; "Betty killed herself with work and worry, 
all to keep Bamey out of "those places." 
And where is he going now? One of “those 
places."" When a good person refuses the 
helping hand, it is more than sadness. When 
refusal leads to catastrophe, it is more than 
regret
The next year.

After the preacher's kind words at the 
cemetery. Wilma turned from Fred's grave. 
Wilma too ran the race, fought the good fight.

Wilma had 
^een thvre 
,"11 rct|u> 
I'ii 'Jlmi.i',

Hospii.c

who supplied 
the hospital 

bed, Hoyer lift and other necessary equipment 
and services. Given fair warning, the kids 
made it in from out of town. It was sad, heart
breaking But not tragic. Surrounded by family 
and friends. Secure. At peace. What did the 
Lord have in store for her now? Wilma did not 
know. But she looked forward to finding out. 

The Difference
Most people, reading this article, will choose 
Betty's path. Most people, faced with long
term care costs, close their eyes Reject reality. 
Hope for the best. As lifesavings evaporate 
like a snowflake on a hot griddle. Why does 
the caregiver spouse die first, almost half of 
the time? Why do hard-working, prudent, 
frugal, middle-class folks accept nursing home 
poverty? Most of the time?

Not Chanc e, Your Choice
There is nothing inevitable about losing 
your home, cottage, business, lifesavings 
independence, security. All of that is a choice. 
Despite what "everybody else” says. For over 
thirty years, people have told me. "1've never 
heard of this before!" "If this is real, why 
doesn't everyone do it?" “My lawyer/financial 
advisor/brother-in-law/accountant/tax person/ 
banker/best friend/fill-in-the-blank never said 
anything like this..."

Well, here you are. Now you know. No 
excuses. Wilma or Betty? You have the 
information, insight, inspiration. It is your tum. 
Ignore the message? Invite poverty? Or get 
the freely offered information. To make wise 
decisions. For you. For your loved ones.

No Poverty. No Charity. No Waste.
It is not chance, ft is choice. Your choice.

Get Information Now.

800-317-2812
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The Michigan Elder Law Reporter
31 Years Serving Michigan Seniors

39 Years Practicing Law 
BA. Notre Dame; JD, Boston University Law 
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ATTORNEY
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Huge transformation’Remodeled Big Boy reopens in Brighton
Jennifer Tlmar Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brighton Big Boy reopened after an 
extensive remodel of the longtime diner 
at the corner of Grand River Avenue and 
Challis Road.

“Before it had an old-school diner 
feel, but we are making it more contem
porary,” Patrick Blake, marketing man
ager of Big Boy Restaurant Group, said 
July 22.

The Warren-based firm has 78 Big 
Boy locations in the country and is re
modeling all 30 stores that it both owns 
and operates, in Michigan and Cleve
land, Ohio, Blake said. The others are 
operated by franchisees.

Customers will notice the changes.
The buffet, salad bar and pie display 

case are gone. Instead there are more 
booths and tables. The restaurant will 
now seat up to about 140 customers.

“We got rid of (buffets) really to em
phasize our meals, our menu items,” 
Blake said.

The restaurant will add new menu 
items, including pizza.

Big Boy’s history dates back to the 
1930s. The company's headquarters 
moved to Michigan in the 1980s when 
the company was purchased by the Eli
as Brothers. The company filed for 
bankruptcy in 2000. Ownership later 
transferred to investors, including Big 
Boy Restaurant Group and Frisch’s Res
taurants, which owns the Big Boy trade
mark in several states.

The Brighton location had been 
owned by franchisees before being pur
chased by previous company owner Big 
Boy Restaurants International. It was 
remodeled in 2015 to update the 1976 
building.

Nostalgia for Big Boy diners was felt 
by some in Brighton in 2015 when a large 
Big Boy statue, which once stood at the 
top of a sign at the corner of Grand River 
Avenue and Challis Road, was removed 
because it did not comply with the city’s 
ordinance.

Blake said being a corporate-operat
ed location has its benefits.

“There’s more stability now."
He said he hopes the remodeled store

Leaf^ Filter
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/ PROTECTION
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER
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The iconic Big Boy statue stands next 
to the entrance of the Brighton Big 
Boy restaurant.

and new additions to the menu will at
tract more young families. The restau
rant often attracts seniors and people 
with nostalgia for old Big Boy diners.

“We essentially lost a whole genera
tion,” Blake said. “We want to cater to 
young families, too.”

He said some restaurants now fea
ture beer, wine or liquor sales. They will 
not do that in Brighton.

In addition to new dining room 
booths, interior decor and kitchen 
equipment, the restaurant is also add
ing menu item.

When it reopens, the restaurant will 
add pizza and boneless wings for dine- 
in, carry-out and delivery through third- 
party online food ordering services.

It will also feature Big Boy’s new line 
of burgers, including a mushroom 
Swiss, a green Chile and a “Frontier” 
burger.

Blake said more new menu items will 
be released in August.

The restaurant will be open 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m., but he hopes to expand hours in 
the future.

Hanger

New or Existing 
Gutters

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY

A COMPANY OF 

'1LHS

734-666-0904

Patrick Blake, Big Boy Restaurant Group marketing manager, talks about the 
Brighton restaurant’s past, and the rebranding that has made it more appealing 
for a younger generation, photos by gilds benedict/livingston daily

A mixture of the comfort of a familiar layout combined with new decor and 
signing make a bright nod to nostalgia at the Brighton Big Boy, shown July 22.

It will hold a grand opening with 
more special offerings Aug. 12.

General Manager Larry Cope said the 
restaurant is still looking to hire staff for 
both back and front of the house.

“Pretty much like with restaurants in 
general, staffing has been an issue. Now 
that unemployment is coming to an 
end, more people are getting interest

ed," Cope said.
He said they increased starting 

wages to compete with other employers. 
Kitchen positions start around $16-18 an 
hour.

“This (remodel) is definitely a huge 
transformation from before. 1 feel it's 
more modern, but also telling a story at 
the same time.”
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Another Norway spruce at 21937 Novi 
Road in Northville was damaged by a 
lightning strike, but was still standing 
strong in late October, registered with a 
girth of 176 inches and height of 84 feet.

Also making the list is a white fir at 
58955 Ten Mile in South Lyon that was 
observed last October with a girth of 109 
inches and height of 60 feet.

The represented species in the 
Hometown Life communities also in
clude English, willow and scarlet oaks in 
Northville, a dawn redwood and saucer 
magnolia in Bloomfield Hills, a green

STRONGER 
k than epoxy!!!

pants of all ages. Trees are scored in a 
point system, taking into account cir
cumference, height and crown spread

All accessible trees are eligible and 
can be found in yards, parks, or on hik
ing trails.

Even if the tree submitted is not as 
large as a currently listed state champi
on, Laux said it is important to still sub
mit, since the title-holding trees may 
have died or since been removed.

The contest, held every two years 
since 1993, helps ReLeaf Michigan track 
vital historical living landmarks and can 
land eligible trees on the National Regis
try, updated every spring and fall by 
American Forests, the nation’s oldest 
conservation non-profit.

More contest details and the entry 
form are available online at releafmichi- 
gan.org. The contest will accept sub
missions until the deadline of Aug. 19, 
2022. Email bigtreehunt@releafmichi- 
gan.org or call 800-642-7353.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

cause I knew it was the final time I’d be 
competing,” said Zhong, 24, who will 
start medical school in the fall. “When 
the reigning Miss Michigan told me I’d 
be competing in the 100th Miss America 
Pageant, it was almost too much to take 
in. I looked for my mom in the audience, 
but couldn’t find her right away.”

Zhong will be in the running to be
come Michigan’s first Miss America 
since Farmington Hills native Kirsten 
Haglund earned the title in 2008.

"I was 10 years old the year Kirsten 
won and 1 remember telling my mom, T 
want to do that someday’,” Zhong re
counted. “To be in a position to compete 
for Miss America 14 years later, it’s an 
amazing feeling.”

What is somewhat surprising is that 
Zhong was not immune to the anti
Asian-American hatred that spread 
throughout the United States during the 
coronavirus pandemic. During her re
cent tenure as a student at New Or
leans-based Tulane University, where

21st birthday because of complications 
created by the treatments," Zhong said. 
“Ever since I’ve been advocating for 
more non-invasive treatment options 
and 1 fundraise for more dollars for this 
cause because there’s such a lack of 
funding for pediatric cancer research.”

Zhong, who competed against 21 
contestants in June, said serving as 
Miss Michigan is the equivalent of a 
full-time job, but one that she embraces 
with all her heart and soul.

“There will be a lot of speaking en
gagements and volunteering for my so
cial impact initiative, which is helping 
kids battling cancer," she said. “The 
most important legacy I want to leave 
when my year is over is to have raised as 
much money as possible for childhood
cancer research.

“The first big event that I participated 
in was Northville’s Fourth of July Pa
rade. Getting an opportunity to ride in 
the parade was such a special home
coming, seeing the community so sup
portive of me.”

Zhong said the support she has re
ceived from Northvillians who she has 
cultivated lifelong friendships with has 
been priceless.

This white fir tree made it into ReLeaf 
Michigan's Big Tree Hunt for its height 
and girth. The tree is near the corner 
of Griswold and Ten Mile in South 
Lyon. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM
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Michigan
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munities, including ones making the list 
in just the past year.

Bloomfield Hills and Bloomfield 
Township have severed, among them 
“Big Daddy,” the moniker given by a 
family to the Norway spruce that graces 
their yard on Brookdale. The tree has a 
girth of 140.4 inches and stands 92 feet

ash in Bloomfield Township, and an 
American beech in Livonia.

According to the 2020 National Reg
ister of Champion Trees, Michigan cur
rently holds only one title, for a white 
willow in Lansing which was last mea
sured a decade ago with a trunk circum
ference of 389 inches, a height of 67.67 
feet, and a crown spread of 81 feet.

“Since there are hundreds of tree 
species that don’t yet have registered 
champions, the Big Tree Hunt is a great 
opportunity to add to this list and get 
Michigan trees noticed nationwide,” 
Laux said.

Michigan has four tree species that 
have no registered state champion: 
Striped maple, mountain maple, choke 
cherry and white/paper birch.

Any size of these could be a potential 
winner.

The overall largest trees on the Na
tional Register are found in California, 
home to the Sequoia Giant and Red
wood Coast species.

The Big Tree Hunt contest, which of
fers prizes for identifying the biggest 
trees in Michigan, is open to partici-

she recently secured a master’s degree 
in pharmacology (Zhong earned a bach
elor’s degree at the University of Michi
gan), Zhong was frequently taunted by 
remarks like, “Go back to China!” and 
“You’re not welcome here!”

“I was shocked when I first heard 
those comments, but 1 realized that I 
just had to stand strong and show them 
1 was not afraid and that I am an Amer
ican citizen and deserve every right ev
ery other person in this country de
serves,” Zhong said.

“I was less worried for myself than I 
was for my mom and grandparents. 
When the videos of the violence against 
Asian-Americans first started to sur
face, I called my mom to make sure they 
were OK. It’s a very sad situation, but at 
the same time I’m proud to be an Asian- 
American and in a leadership position 
where 1 can speak out against those acts 
of violence.”

Zhong’s strong attachment to pediat
ric cancer started when one of her child
hood friends was diagnosed with leuke
mia.

“My close friend ultimately beat her 
cancer with chemotherapy and radia
tion, but passed away just before her
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“I loved growing up in Northville, at
tending the downtown concerts and go
ing out to eat at downtown restaurants 
with my parents," Zhong said. "It's such 
a special community. So many people 
have helped me along the way. My first- 
grade teacher (Ms. Beck) at Moraine El
ementary School has been super sup
portive. She’s invited me to speak about 
leadership and read books to her class. 
Friendships like that are so heart
warming.”

Zhong said the exhilaration she feels 
when she looks ahead to the upcoming 
year filled with volunteering and guest 
speaking is off the charts.

"As Miss Michigan, 1 will continue my 
work with state and national programs 
including the Miss America organiza
tion’s national platform, the Children’s 
Miracle Network, to advocate for chil
dren suffering from cancer.”

The 2021 Miss America Pageant will 
be held at Mohegan Sun resort in Con
necticut, but that a date has yet to be ce
mented due in part to fluid pandemic re
strictions.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at 
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517
375-1113.

BRING YOUR FLOOR TO LIFE
TruTech Concrete Coatings are not only beautiful and durable, they are timeless! Shield

ITS NOT PAINT!

0H7NINIWW

Wood

Aluminum

Vinyl

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-236-9222 HardiePlank

Ceramic based coating won’t peel, chip, 
or crack with a 25 YEAR WARRANTY!

15 YEAR 
WARRANTY

MICHIGAN'S ONLY 
AUTHORIZED 
RHINO SHIELD 
DEALER

Michigan Builder's License 
#2102200455

$250 OFF
Mum pnuMr tbh al H turn «H urNt 

Miinnuuii purrhuw upplhs 
Nm mIM with Hh oIImt oNtr or per linescimHiimi 

(Mlrr r\|Nfn IWW2I.

mailto:bigtreehunt@releafmichi-gan.org
mailto:bigtreehunt@releafmichi-gan.org
mailto:eawright@hometownlife.com
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COVID-19 vaccines for employees ‘right 
thing to do/ says Henry Ford Health COO
Christina Hall Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Days after hundreds of people pro
tested outside five Henry Ford Health 
System hospitals, the COO and presi
dent of health care operations said July 
21 that “we have never been more com
mitted” to the system’s decision to re
quire COVID-19 vaccinations of its em
ployees.

The decision “is the right thing to do 
for the health and safety of our patients, 
our workforce and the communities we 
serve. If health care is not going to lead 
on this issue, who will?” COO Bob Riney 
said. “They depend on us and trust us to 
ensure a safe and healthy environment 
and we pledged to honor that promise.”

The hospital system is believed to be 
the first in Michigan to require CO
VID-19 vaccinations of all its team mem
bers, students, volunteers and contrac
tors. It includes those working remotely. 
The announcement came June 29. Em
ployees have until Sept. 10 to be fully 
vaccinated.

Riney said hospital officials expected 
the decision would be met with opposi
tion, but said that has been “largely 
eclipsed by the widespread support and 
feedback” they have received from em
ployees, patients and the communities 
they serve.

He also said the protests earlier in 
July were not unexpected as are others

Bob Riney, Chief Operating Officer at 
Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, in 2020. 
DETROIT FREE PRESS FILE

that may occur at other health systems. 
One was July 24 at Trinity Health, 
which announced a similar vaccine 
mandate July 8, with proof of vaccina
tion due by Sept. 21.

OSF Healthcare, which operates OSF 
St. Francis Hospital & Medical Group in 
Escanaba, announced it will require all 
of its employees to be vaccinated 
against C0VID-19 by the end of Septem
ber.

This does not apply to Michigan 
Nursing Association (MNA) bargaining 
unit members. All employees in Michi
gan who are not MNA members will be 
required to be fully vaccinated by Sept. 
30, said Shelli Dankoff, media relations 

supervisor for OSF Healthcare.
“We did not make this decision light

ly,” said Mike Cruz, COO of OSF Health
Care, which has nearly 24,000 employ
ees in 150 locations in Illinois and Michi
gan.

“As health care providers, it is our 
ethical obligation to be vigilant about 
the safety of our patients. Vaccinations 
are credited with the decline in CO- 
V1D-19 hospitalizations and cases 
across the country and throughout our 
Ministry, and we firmly believe that vac
cination against C0VID-19 is the best 
way to keep our patients and Mission 
Partners safe.”

The health system, like others, has 
existing vaccination policies requiring 
employees to get a flu shot every year 
and stay current with other vaccina
tions, such as measles, mumps and ru
bella.

Like Henry Ford Health System and 
Trinity Health, there will be exemptions 
for the COVID-19 vaccine for religious or 
medical reasons if they are requested, 
documented and approved. Employees 
of all three health systems who don’t re
ceive a COVID-19 vaccine or exemption 
face losing their jobs.

Officials said just over 70% of Henry 
Ford Health System’s 33,000 employees 
have had their first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine, up 2% from the June 29 an
nouncement.

They expect that number to grow 

through August, though vaccinations in 
the general public are waning. They said 
physicians and leadership have the 
highest vaccination rate, with physi
cians exceeding 90%, and entry-level 
positions, such as housekeeping and di
etary, as well as remote workers have 
the lowest vaccination rate.

As of July 8, Trinity Health said near
ly 75% of its 117,000 employees in 22 
states had received at least one dose of 
vaccine. Dankoff said about 65% of all 
OSF Healthcare employees are vacci
nated.

Riney said that since Henry Ford 
Health System’s announcement, 20 
other hospitals or health systems across 
the country announced they too would 
require COVID-19 vaccines of their em
ployees. In all, he said, 41 hospitals or 
health systems have announced vac
cine requirements for their employees.

And he expects that number to grow, 
particularly if the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration grants full approval to 
the vaccines.

Riney said the health system is hold
ing listening sessions and answering 
questions for employees who have 
questions.

“The math is the math. We see where 
we have high vaccination rates, we’re 
keeping the virus and its new variants at 
bay, and where we have lower vaccina
tion rates, we’re seeing slow but con
cerning trends once again,” Riney said.

CANADIAN BORDER

What vaccinated Americans should know before crossing
Janelle James Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

After nearly a year-and-a-half of be
ing closed for nonessential travel, the 
Canadian border will reopen for fully 
vaccinated U.S. citizens starting Aug. 9.

In Michigan, that includes the land 
border crossings at Detroit’s Ambassa
dor Bridge, the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel, 
the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron and 
the Sault Ste. Marie International 
Bridge.

But there’s plenty to know before you 
plan your next trip to Canada. We an
swer your frequently asked questions:

Question: When is the Canada bor
der opening?

Answer: Starting 12:01 a.m. Aug. 9, 
Canada will open its border to U.S. citi
zens for nonessential travel. Travelers 
must be fully vaccinated 14 days prior to 
travel and show proof of vaccination.

Entry to the country will be denied to 
U.S. travelers who are not fully vacci
nated and all other foreign nationals.

Q: Who will be allowed to enter

Canada?
A: According to the Canadian govern

ment:
"On August 9, 2021, at 12:01 a m. EDT, 

fully vaccinated citizens and permanent 
residents of the United States (U.S.), 
currently residing in the U.S., will be 
permitted to enter Canada for discre
tionary (non-essential) travel. Entry to 
Canada will continue to be prohibited 
for U.S. travellers who are not fully vac
cinated and for all other foreign nation
als, unless they already meet an exemp
tion set out in the Orders made under 
the Quarantine Act.”

Q: How do I show proof that I am 
vaccinated?

A: Travelers must show a paper copy 
of their vaccination documentation in 
English or in French. A translation will 
be accepted as long as a copy of the orig
inal document is provided. Documenta
tion can also be shown digitally through 
ArriveCAN.

Q: What vaccines are acceptable in 
Canada?

A: Those who have received the 

Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, Johnson & 
Johnson and AstraZeneca/COVISH- 
IELD vaccines will be allowed to enter.

Q: Will the same safety precautions 
be in place for air travelers?

A: The Canadian government has 
eliminated temperature checks for pas
sengers on domestic and international 
flights. That said, masks remain re
quired at Canadian airports and on 
board all flights to and from Canada.

Q: Will I have to quarantine upon 
arriving in Canada?

A: Only travelers who show symp
toms of COVID-19 will be mandated to 
quarantine after arriving to Canada. 
Those who arrive by plane will no longer 
be mandated to quarantine for three 
days upon entry into Canada.

Q: What safety measures remain in 
place in Canada?

A: U.S. travelers must abide by the 
health measure set in place, including 
wearing a mask in public entities, carry
ing proof of vaccination and monitoring 
for any symptoms of COVID-19.

Q: Can my children cross the border 

if they are not vaccinated?
A: Unvaccinated children 12 and un

der are allowed to cross the border if 
they are accompanied by a parent or 
guardian who is vaccinated.

Q: Can I travel to Canada if I am un
vaccinated for health reasons?

A: U.S. citizens who are unable to be 
vaccinated for health reasons will still 
quality for eased quarantine and testing 
requirements offered to fully vaccinated 
travelers.

Q: When will the US-Canada border 
open for non-US residents?

A: Canada plans to open its borders 
to fully vaccinated travelers from any 
country starting Sept. 7, "provided that 
Canada’s COVID-19 epidemiology re
mains favourable."

Q: Can Canadians cross the border?
A: The U.S. extended land border re

strictions for nonessential travel until at 
least Aug. 21, as well as ferry crossings 
with Canada and Mexico. It is unclear 
when the U.S. will lift these restrictions.

Canadians are able to fly into the U.S. 
with a negative COVID-19 test.

Cadet
Continued from Page 1A

laugh. “That was a little bit of a sad day.” 
But Sefa focused on the opportuni

ties rather than the setback. He kept 
working as many jobs as he could han
dle. He stayed in touch with his family 
and the Albanian woman who would 
become his wife.

When he was finally able to enroll in 
college classes, he kept in mind a metro 
Detroit police officer who pulled him 
over for speeding when he was still a 
new license holder.

Sefa was honest about being con
fused regarding the speed limit. The of
ficer returned his driver’s license, gave 
him a verbal warning and asked him if 
he needed help with directions. Sefa’s 
phone with a GPS screen was on the 
passenger seat. .

“He was really, really nite,” Sefa said. 
“That left a really good impression in my 
mind. I was like, I want to be like this 
gentleman.”

Their encounter prompted Sefa to 
start researching police work as a pro
fession.

Still working as many jobs as he 
could handle, Sefa began taking classes 
at Oakland Community College in fall 
2016 and soon enrolled in an introduc
tion to criminal justice class. He was a 
good student in Albania. He continued 
to be a good student in the United 
States.

A class exercise led him to a cadet 
opening with the Milford Police Depart
ment. He didn’t think he could get it be
cause he wasn't a U.S. citizen yet. But he 
applied and, after the interview, some-

Blerim Sefa works at a console at the Milford Police Department on July 19.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNUFE COM

one called to say the department was in
terested in hiring him.

Sefa called his loved ones back in Al
bania.

“I freaked out,” Sefa said “I was jump
ing, literally jumping. I was like, ‘Oh, my 
God! I can’t believe they just hired me 
and I’m not even a citizen.’”

Sefa departed from his native Alba
nia, a former Communist country, after 
winning a coveted diversity visa in an 
annual opportunity that includes back

ground and medical checks. He also had 
to pass a drug test and deal with similar 
checks to become a police cadet.

His first day with the department 
was in early 2019, just a few months be
fore he received his associate degree. He 
is one of the department’s longest-serv
ing civilian employees.

“I’m really, really happy that we have 
found him,” said Meghan Harp, the de
partment’s police services coordinator.

Sefa, she said, is very dependable 

and always willing to pick up an extra 
shift. He also helps her train new cadets, 
who are responsible for tasks like greet
ing visitors, entering data, and answer
ing non-emergency cedis.

She’s proud of his accomplishments 
and excited to see what his future holds.

Sefa has gone from knowing abso
lutely nothing about Milford to claiming 
a Milford police department family that 
will always hold a special place in his 
heart because of how welcoming and 
supportive his colleagues have been. He 
has worked through language and cul
tural differences to continue striving 
with the department’s support.

He became a Novi police cadet in 
January 2020 and received a bachelor’s 
degree from Ferris State University at 
the end of last year. The pandemic de
layed his citizenship but he has that sta
tus now. .

Sefa hopes to‘enter the police acad
emy in the fall. He’d like to work for a 
local police department or a federal 
agency.

“My mind was the finish line, not 
where 1 currently am,” said Sefa, who is 
anticipating his wife’s move to the Unit
ed States this summer. “I would just 
keep looking ahead, keep working hard, 
too. I worked two, three jobs — some
times four including DoorDash, Uber, 
my construction job, my restaurant job. 
I made it. I am a few months away from 
being finally at my dream job and fairly 
debt free.

Like so many men and women enter
ing the police field, Sefa likes helping 
people. He also speaks Spanish.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela(9>hometownlife.com or 248-303
8432. Follow her on Twitter (a>susan- 
vela.

mailto:svela@hometownlife.com
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Fresh • Local • Natural

CHOI

CaMillEewSteak Sirtein Tin Roast
$6.49 lb

Save 50 c

Clos du Bois

$10.99

orTeriyaki

SEAFOOD

Save$I.OO.

Save $1.00

Premium Fresh 
Housemade

Barefoot 
T50 ml. Ml Varistals 
Excludes “Bubbly" 

2/$10

Gerard Bertrand 
Cote des Roses 
$18.99

Chailab 
Bread 

$4.99 ea
Save 50c

Anothic
Ml Varietals 

$1.00 Oh 
Regular 

Price

Baguettes 
$1.99 ea

Save 50c

Shop Online for Delivery or Ci 
Pickup et Shop JoesProducea

-

Bear Claws 
$1.99 ea

Save 50c

248477-4311^^ .
Hours 9am-6pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

Made from Scratch

All Varietals 
$8.99

BANFI
Centine 

“90 Points" 
$10.99

BubyBed 
Grapefruit

Cinnamon 
Rolls 

$3.49 ea 
Save 50c

WINE 
CELLAR 

Check Out The New Rose Displays

33066 W. Seven Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml 48152
248.477.4333

STORE HOURS: mon saig a,sun 9 7

Supreme Choice 
Pollock Fillets

Polish Sausage 
$3.99 lb

Save $1.00

Joe’s Produce 
4 , ft

Gourmet Market & Catering
Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

31/40 CL 
$8.99 pkg 

Save $1.00 

' Fresh
Ruby Red 

i Trout Fillets 
\ $10.99 lb

Joe's Ready to Grill
Marinated Chicken Nabobs

Premium Fresh 
All Natural 

Whole Fryers 
$1.69 lb 

Save 30c

$4.99 pkg ~
Save $1.00_______ ,

Contactless
/ Curbside Pick Up 
/ and Home Delivery 

/ Are Available For You!

Italian. Herbs Gallic, Mesquil
$5.99 lb

Save $3.00

tn /SMS

Fresh • Local • Natural

Premium Fresh 
. Italian 

Chicken Cutlets 
$4.49 lb 

Save 50c

$14.99 lb
Save $2.00

Wild Caught 
Mahi Nahi 

Fillets 
$9.99 in 
Save $2.00

|SumremeCholce| 
CrabRangoons 
■WictBext;

| Fresh
Atlantic Salmon 

Fillets 
$12.99 lb J Save $2.00

CenSea 
Cooked Shrimp

। USDA Premium 
Choice Angus

Eye of Round 
Roast 

$5.99 lb
Save $1.00

IISHA Premium 
Choice Angus

Premium Fresh 
Ml Natural 

Pork Tenderloin

Pecan Crusted
Tilapia 
Fillets 

@C99ja1

Premium Fresh 
AH Natural 

Pork Sirloin 
Chops 

$2.99 lb 
Save 50c

USDA Premium 
Ground Beef 
From Chuck 
$4.99 lb 
_ Save 50c

MEAT 
USDAPremium 
Choice Angus

Your Votes Have Been Counted!
Wtth your help, we ere the proud winners of:

2020 BEST OF THE BEST 
LOCAL GROCERY STORE • MEAT COUNT ER/Dtll 

MV appreciate you A your continued business.

Sale Valid 07.2S21-08.03.21 . / '
While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change.
Largest Fresh Meat a Seatoed Counter in the Areal

CenSea 
EZ Peel Shrimp 

31/40 Ct.

HI USDAPremium 
Choice Angus

Top Round Steak
$6.99 lb

Sa ve $1.00

BEEF

Ddioil ffiiT Puss 

★ WINNER *

Nr *2020* ■ 
/■BEST OF THEWl best

Visit 
shop.joesproduce.com 
< to place your order > 

today!



Fresh • Local • Natural

241477 4133

PRODUCE
ORGANIC

rSaie,50c

GROCERY.

PASTRYCAFE
Joe's Fresh Roasted Weekly Coffee Special

Vanilla. tipple $6.99

Save'$1.00* Save $1.00

Roasted 
Broccolini

BestBuy 
of the Week

Hills Valley t 
12 Ct USA Cookies 

Chocolate Chie 
or Oatmeal Raisin

Bragg 
Apple Cider! 

Vinegar, 32 ez.

Contact)**! 
Curbside Pick Up 

and Homa Dallvary 
Ara Available For You!

Largest Fresh Meat a Seafood Counter In the Areal
Mgftusr Pea/Jiy ffautf-So/ocrotf Fnr/namV VegMaMs
ever 1080 Items from Gourmet a Domestic Cheeses to 
Premium Dell Moats a Freshly Made Salads
Art nt Bnnd frtsh House Muno fmnHar-V$m Hon GMO flour

Baguettes 
$199..

.< Joe's Gourmet « s 
Catering & Events

Weddings, showers, 

graduations, cocktail parties, 

picnics or meetings... 

whatever your evrntl 

Visit us at 

www. foeogounuctcatrri ttg.com 
or the Knot

California 
Green & Red

Barefoot 
750 ml All Varietals 
Excludes Bubbly' 

^2/SIO

Organic 
Fuji Apples 
$1.99 ib

Apothic 
mi varietals 

$1.00 Off 
Regular Price

GOrard 
Bertrand 

Cote des Rests 

$18.99

Two Rite Cupcakes 
«12 Ct. Package 
■ All Varieties

Clos du Bols 
All VinBlIIS 

$8991

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
248.477.4333

Sale Valid 7 28-21 thru 8 03 21
MON-SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7

Baby Cake 
$13.99 e.
If Save $1.00

Organic 
Green Onions

Grilled 
PorkChops 
r$W 

■^arr 504*01

Chocolate 
Covered Peanuts 

Bulk or Packaged 

$5.99 io 
Al .Sate $2.00

Corio 
100% Extra Virgin 

Olivo OIL 31 

$34.99.i 
Save $15.00 &

Frosh 
Pecan Crusted 

Tilapia Fillets 
$4.99..

1 ■ Save $1.00

PSarf $2.50

Swiss Cheese 
$5.49 >b

Sai e $2.50

Hoffman s 
SuoerSharp 

Cheddar Cheese 
$5.99 ib

Save $3.00

^4M77-431t^r ■

Hours 9am-6pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday
Made from Scratch

' Michigan 
LocallyGrown- 
Green Peppers

$2.49
Save 5(>c

Vleit 
ohop.joasproduca.cam 
\to place your order 
\ today!

Pear Claws 
$199..

Save 50c .

Challah 
Rread 

$4.99.
Save 50c

Joe’s Produce 
Gourmet Market & Catering 

Our produce is hand-selected, so you 
get the freshest and finest fruits and 

vegetables available, throughout the year!

WINE CELLAR
Chock Out The New Best Displays
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Huntsman 
Cheese 

Wedge 

$12.99 
: Save $2.00

Pico do Queso 
Cheddar 

Block 

$9.49 ib 
. Save $2.50^1

Organic
Valencia Oranges

Hero
Fruit NectarChefs Feature w

Kielbasa & Sauerkraut $9.49 III W?W

Premium Fresh 
All Natural 

Whole Fryers 
$1.69 ib 

Save 30c

Supremo Choice
Pollock Fillets

J5Ct.Pkg

K4-99m
KrS'arW 1 ,OO*g^

USDA Premium 
Ground Beef 
From Chuck 
$4.99 »

Save 50c

EZ Peel Shrimp
31/40 Ct .

I$6-99
■■S <r>v lit <t

Cinnamon 
Rolls 

$349..
Save SOe

uichiw£k ■« hi r locallyGrown
LocallyGrown ■ 
(Sweet Corn

■ Bovorsyos 

$2199™ 
1 S^$1.00'^^

V*/ USDA Premium 
Choice Angus

Cowboy Ribeye Steak

Cookies a Cream Rod Velvet Cupcakes

mil Pickle 
Pasta Salad 
$6.491.

Save 50c *

Mammoth 
Yellow Cheddar 

Block 
moo.

S.n . \2u0 •’

Organic 
Groen/Yellow 

Zucchini Squash 
$1.99 ib

Yellow/White 
American Choose 

$4.19 ib 
Save $2.10

Roasted 
Mushrooms 
$7.49 m 
I Sa re 50c

SEAFOOD

Kitchen Ready 
Broths 

:|27$3

Premium Frosh 
AllNatural 

Pork Tenderloin 
■$4!49ib

PASTA
Fresh Housemade Pasta $4.99 
(fine cheeses

TEEKANNE
20 Ct. Package 

All Tea Varieties 
Excluding Organic

Salami 
$4991

L. Hearten 

Oven Roasted 
—Turkey 
$6,491 

>-’Save $2.50^1

DELI
Guggisborg

Washington .
Ring Cherries w*!
$3*99 >bYXiJj .S XJMkM'S
,4 vRlueberries;v
A Si. a' r .a ,y

»» Dearborn 
Black Forest Ham

$5.49 ib
^Sav?$2}50^

• Troyer
Sandwich 
Pepperoni 

|$4.99ib 
$2.00'^

A
eSx Durban

Applewood

Delallo
Stuffed Maianllla

Olives 
5.75 ular

Co.r’sHiMd
Rlazin Buffalo Chicken 

$8491H 
Sat e $2^50j^^^B 

Q OldTyme

★ WINNER ★

Hr *2020* ■
*■ BEST OF' THEBI best

http://www.iongouniietcaierliig.roai
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Underdog mentality

Farmington senior sets sights high, remains grounded

Amateur golfers share secrets to hole-in-one success
Lesson 1: Start young

O V mm of uba today nftwori I

Observer or Eccentric

Ml

Thomas Fliss inadvertently had his 
top golf moment when he was learning 
the game. “
• Fliss first picked up the game at age 4, 

taking lessons at Fox Hills, which he 
would continue each spring and sum
mer, developing his swing and a love for 
the game.

Average golfers can sink a. hole-in- 
one. It just doesn’t happen very often.

According to the Professional Golf
ers’ Association, the odds for a hole-in- 
one are 12,500-to-l for what the associa
tion deems as an “average golfer.”

After Fox Hills Golf Club in Plymouth

Farmington High School cross country runner and upcoming senior Peter Baracco, right, talks to his father, Tony, who is 
also the team’s assistant coach, after a run July 21 at Drake Park in Farmington Hills, photos by John heider/hometownufe com
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After finishing second to Salem’s Tal- 
ha Syed in the first dual meet, he did not 
lose a cross country race until the state 
final, finishing fourth behind Hartland's 
Riley Hough, Ann Arbor Skyline’s 
Hobbs Kessler and Plymouth’s Patrick 
Byrnes.

That momentum continued to build 
in the spring, capping off his first full 
track season with a second-place finish 
in the 3,200-meter, finishing less than a 
second behind Hough in the final, con
firming his position as one of the top re
turners in the state as a senior, some
thing he never thought he would get to.

“Even in sophomore year, top 10 in 
the state was scary to me,” he said. "But 
in the back of my mind, I knew 1 wanted 
to eventually, possibly (be) a state 
champion and stuff. It seemed very far 
away until now.”

What was once unfeasible is now Ba- 
racco’s goal, setting his eyes on two Far
mington school records — the 3,200- 
meter, which he is one second behind; 
and the one mile, which he’s within 
three seconds of breaking.

But the ultimate prize is a state title,

Integrity 
is the Difference

Peter Baracco made his final turn, 
running toward the parking lot at Drake 
Park in Farmington, completing his July 
morning workout. He admitted he was a 
bit tired, regaining his breath as sweat 
beaded on his forehead.

It’s the name of the game, he said 
with a smile.

The Farmington senior always had 
confidence, whether it was evading tag
gers on the playground or using his God
given, high-endurance speed on the 
soccer field or basketball court. It’s a 
confidence that boiled over into acco
lades from the first time he stepped onto 
a cross-country course in seventh grade 
to now, heading into his senior season 
with the Falcons.

But there’s a clear distinction be
tween confidence and settling. Ahead of 
his final races as a Falcon, there’s no way 
Baracco’s lining up already satisfied.

"I still want to be the underdog going 
at it, nothing to lose,” Baracco said. "I 
kind of like that feeling.”

As a junior, there weren’t many times 
Baracco was an underdog.

Peter Baracco finishes his race at the 
MHSAA finals at MIS on Nov. 6, 2020.

saw 23 golfers record aces in 2020, the 
club has seen 12 holes-in-one through 
July 10, shots spanning from a 9-year- 
old at a golf camp to a Inkster resident 
who recorded the second ace of his golf
ing career.

Here's the stories of three shots that 
fell in on the first try and the lessons 
learned from the seemingly once-in-a- 
lifetime experience.

. On June 23, in the middle of the Fox 
Hills Golf Camp, Fliss, 9, used a driver on 
the ninth hole of the Strategic Fox 
course, hitting it well, but not realizing 
what happened until his fellow campers 
and instructors told him.

“I didn’t know it went in because we 
couldn't see the hole - the green went

Mike Fini's hobby is basically time 
travel.

Each weekend, the 27-year-old - 
donned in a green jersey with “Canton” 
blocked in yellow lettering across his 
chest - goes back 154 years with the 
"Marbles” nickname persona to play 
the game he loves: base ball; set up in 
an open field without ball counts or 
gloves.

It’s America’s pastime set in Amer
ica’s past time.

"Civil War reenactments are really 
cool, but the outcome is always prede
termined,” Fini said. “Where here, we 
are recreating the game as it was 
played but people are taking the field 
are still trying to win that baseball 
game.”

Fini was introduced to vintage base 
ball at an early age, being dragged to 
games at Greenfield Village in Dear
born each summer when he was 7. He 
later took the field himself, simplifying 
the game to its pure essence: just play
ing a game with his closest friends.

But it was even more than that. 
Each time he took the field, Fini was 
learning something. He was gaining an 
idea of how such a beloved game orig
inated, something incredibly different 
than the modern game.

Fini's goal was bringing this closer 
to home, establishing the Cornshuck- 
ers Base Ball Club of Canton in 2016, 
facing teams around the East Coast 
and Midwest with players between the 
ages of 22 and 50, united by a pure love 
of the game.

The idea of vintage base ball seems 
simple.

“'Oh yeah, we play this game that’s 
the 1860s version of baseball,'” Fini in
troduces. “They are like, 'Oh that's 
cool. 1'11 come out.’

Then the changes start to happen.
Players leave their batting and field

ing gloves at home, catching a lemon
peel baseball - a half an inch bigger 
and a half an inch heavier than a nor
mal baseball - with their bare hands. 
Without the stipulation of strikes or 
balls, pitchers slowly underhand the 
ball to the hitter at about 20 mph, play
ing full nine-inning games that usually 
time out in less than iwo hours.

"On one hand, it’s like baseball and 
it looks similar," Rob "Who” Stolz said, 
who's been playing with Fini on differ
ent teams since 2014 before joining the 
Cornshuckers. “There definitely is a 
huge adjustment of keeping just the 
basic fundamentals of fielding a 
ground ball or catching a fly ball.”

Playing without a glove, Stolz feels 
vintage base ball gives you more 
chances to improvise, especially in the
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Lions near bottom in ESPN Future Power Rankings

Base ball
Continued from Page 1B

Cornshuckers schedule

6'
Members of the Cornshuckers Base Ball Club of Canton play 1867-style base ball

Underdog
Continued from Page IB

harder), good for 25th in the league.
Riddick, who interviewed for the Li

ons’ GM job last year, is impressed with 
Campbell’s staff.

“Now, the question for me is how 
players will take to his leadership style.

July 31: Greenfield Village Lah De Dahs 
at Walnut Grove.

This is an intense guy who talked about 
biting kneecaps at his introductory 
news conference. Leadership comes in 
many different forms, and only time will 
tell if his style will pay off,” Riddick 
wrote.
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And speaking of Campbell, he pre
sents perhaps the team’s biggest worry. 
The coaching staff graded out to a 66.8 
(impressive considering they’ve 
coached zero games together, but those 
little details only make these rankings

field: making plays by using either hand, 
using a heightened athletic ability and 
creativity that rarely comes into effect 
in modern baseball.

“It’s more of a blank slate to kind of 
just feel it out and play it as you go 
along,” Stolz described.

Fini first started playing for vintage 
base ball teams in 2014, starting his own 
league closer to home two years later. 
Canton never had an actual team over 
150 years ago - something many vintage 
base ball teams base their teams around 
the country - but established a club 
based on the area’s history of agricul
ture, formally being known as a sweet 
corn capital.

The Cornshuckers Base Ball Club 
joined a group of 20 teams in the state of 
Michigan, 30 teams in Ohio and numer
ous throughout the Midwest and the 
East Coast, traveling around, establish
ing themselves to the vintage base ball 
community, what many say is the big
gest pull of this game.

"It’s really a reputation-based thing 
where everybody’s just a big family,” 
Stolz said. “You just get to meet so many 
different people from all over every time 
that you play. You might talk to them for 
20, 30 minutes after a game, but it’s like 
you’re best friends.”

There’s a level of camaraderie that’s 
different in this game. It’s a group of 
players united on the nostalgia of what 
was, playing a competitively, yet laid 
back and friendly, getting together af
terwards with a beer in hand and remi
niscing on the evolution of baseball with 
people of all ages.

All Fini wants to do is to continue that 
camaraderie, to bring more people in 
the Canton area into the community.

No matter the age, the Cornshuckers 
founder hopes that history will still con

tinue to be remembered and made.
“I just want to be able to play as long 

as possible,” Fini said.
Contact reporter Colin Gay at 

cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7.

something Farmington head coach Jer
emy Auer thinks is attainable for his 
senior, especially after the leaps Barac- 
co made as a junior.

“He got to a spot where felt he could 
compete with just about anybody,” Auer 
said. “In track season, he pretty much 
showed it.”

“Nobody ran away from him, even a 
state champion and one of the fastest 
guys in the country, lost to him by a sec
ond and he had the lead until 30,40 me
ters to go. He controlled the race late."

Despite all the success, Baracco’s 
personality has remained intact, keep
ing the energetic, fun-loving personal
ity that Auer first saw when they first 
met.

Baracco has plenty to think about 
butside of Farmingtbn, whether it’s the 
state title he’s pursuing — likely facing 
off against Hough for the top spot — or 
the start of his recruitment, visiting 
Michigan and Michigan State then 
broadening his search outside of state 
borders.

But right now, all Baracco wants to do 
is compete and have fun running, put
ting in the work now to prepare for the 
future, whatever that may entail and 
however far away that may feel.

It’s worked for him in the past. He’s 
counting on it working again starting 
this fall.

“That’s what I’m hoping for,” Baracco 
said.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

“There’s big stuff coming down the 
road, no mistake about it... but he 
doesn’t feel he has to do something or 
show he’s worthy of that,” Auer said. 
“His confidence comes from within.”

It’s a confidence that rubs off on 
those around him.

No matter the time Baracco personal
ly runs, he’s out on the course cheering 
for his teammates, keeping them en
gaged in what they are doing for the 
team as a whole.

Even before the state meet, Baracco 
remembers encouraging his teammates 
that a certain level of nervous energy is 
good before races.

“I keep telling them, ‘It’s OK to be ner
vous. That’s what makes a race a race 
and not just practice,’” Baracco said. 
“There’s a point where you can be too 
nervous and be scared. That’s really 
what you don’t want. It’s OK to be ner
vous.

“We have each other, so that makes it 
easier to get through."

No matter where Baracco’s at, Auer 
sees someone doing the best for both 
himself and his team, keeping himself 
level-headed and engaged with large 
goals looming at the end of each season.

"Obviously his low stick helps us but 
in terms of executing and doing all the 
little things they need to do to get better, 
he’s helped more than I can,” Auer said. 
“He's an ambassador for his coaches. 
They want to be more like him and he 
wants to spend more time with them.”

The cross country seasons is coming. 
But Baracco’s training remains the 
same.

He’ll run with his teammates at 
Drake Park four days a week, working 
toward a better finish than the 16th- 
place the Falcons had a season ago; 
something Auer feels is possible, ex
tending the hope even to the top-10.

It’s pretty well known at this point: 
the Lions are in the beginning stages of 
a rebuild.

New general manager. New head 
coach. New quarterback. The reset but
ton has been pressed in Allen Park.

And so, fans will be looking toward 
the future, which isn’t exactly a new 
concept for Detroit sports fans these 
days.

ESPN provided a bit of a road map for 
al! 32 NFL teams, providing their “Fu
ture Power Rankings” which takes into 
account roster, drafting ability, front of
fice and coaching skill.

According to ESPN’s panel of experts 
— writer Jeremy Fowler, analysts Louis 
Riddick and Field Yates and sports ana
lytics specialist Seth Walder — Lions 
fans will need plenty of patience.

The Lions were ranked second-to- 
last, 31st, in the power rankings, with a 
score of 65.1 on a 100-point scale.

They ranked lowest in overall roster 
(minus the quarterbacks) at 59.3, also 
31st in the league. So yeah, there is work 
to do.

“Perhaps no franchise is positioned 
to play the patient game more than De
troit, as new general manager Brad 
Holmes and coach Dan Campbell have 
little pressure on them this season or 
likely even next," Yates wrote. “Detroit 
has extra draft capital ahead with much 
better cap flexibility starting in 2022; it 
plans to build the roster through the 
trenches, as was evidenced through its 
2021 draft class. This is going to take a 
while, but there appears to be a blue
print.”

Vintage base ball is played without batting or fielding gloves, along with no strike or call counts at the plate
PHOTOS COURTESY OF MIKE FINI

Kirkland Crawford Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Aug. 14-15: World Tournament at 
Greenfield Village.

Sept. 4-5: Ohio Cup

Learn more about the team at
facebook.com/cornshuckersbaseball

Lions coach Dan Campbell watches players stretch during minicamp practice June 9 at the Allen Park practice facility.
KIRTHMON F DOZIER/DETROIT FREE PRESS
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became one of iconic sports images 
from last fall.

The win in the second week of his in
augural season showed he was ready to 
seize the moment on the grand stage 
and could make his first major impres
sion without the Big Ten media days 
platform.

But all these months later Tucker 
seemed to appreciate finally being here 
Friday.

As he was about to be whisked away

Ask us about our senior citizen & 
military discounts.

SUITER fhuitL i iuh

by a media relations staff member dur
ing the afternoon, he interjected.

"It's not me,” he said. "It’s him. Blame 
him.”

He then beamed a big mischievous 
smile.

Minutes later, Tucker's last session 
with the media did, in fact, end. His at
tention would soon shift again to foot
ball and the project 17 months in the 
making. The career coach was eager to 
get back on the job.

Change has been continual since 
Tucker introduced the competitive cul
ture he believes will revive Michigan 
State.

There are 34 new scholarship play
ers, including 15 transfers from other 
college programs. Tucker has spent the 
past eight months turning over the ros
ter with the goal of infusing MSU with 
better talent. After Dantonio built the 
Spartans into a national contender, he 
watched his proud program quickly de
teriorate.

This past April, no Michigan State 
players were selected in the NFL draft 
for the first time since 1940 and prelimi
nary grades from two major scouting 
services indicate only two upperclass
men on the current team are positioned 
to be chosen in 2022 ... as late-round 
picks.

It’s no surprise then that Michigan 
State went 2-5 last fall and is predicted 
in one media poll to finish last in the 
East Division for the second straight 
year.

“We do have a chip on our shoulder,” 
Tucker acknowledged. “We really do. 
We have got to lot to prove... There is a 
sense of urgency.”

Receiver Jalen Nailor said Tucker 
calls it the “now” plan.

“This is the year that he really sees us 
doing these the big things that he has in 
mind and we have the guys who can do 
that,” Nailor explained.

But Tucker will be afforded time to 
accomplish his mission.

Despite a “rough” 2020 season, as 
one young journalist termed it Friday, 
Tucker earned plenty of goodwill for 
beating rival Michigan as a 24-point un
derdog.

Around these parts, the shot of him 
masked up in a three-piece suit pointing 
at the Paul Bunyan trophy by his side

INDIANAPOLIS - It’s safe to presume 
Big Ten media days was not on Mel 
Tucker’s bucket list. The event can be a 
tedious exercise for any coach, let alone 
one with the kind of high-wattage tun
nel vision Tucker has for all things foot
ball.

Tucker would prefer to keep his focus 
on roster building, Xs and Os and 
recruiting. After all, his Michigan State 
program, as he likes to say, is the “aggre
gation of marginal gains "

In Tucker’s universe, every second, 
minute and hour should be devoted to
ward making the Spartans bigger, 
stronger, faster and better.

But Tucker found himself relishing 
his time on the dais Friday inside Lucas 
Oil Stadium.

His appearance at the conference’s 
media junket was a benchmark experi
ence and yet another reminder that 
some things are still new for a coach 17 
months into his tenure.

"Lots of people tell me, ‘It’s like Year 1 
for you,”’ Tucker said.

Tucker rejects that notion because it 
suggests Michigan State remains at a 
standstill as a victim of its unfortunate 
circumstances — the most obvious be
ing the pandemic that gripped the na
tion a month after Tucker arrived in East 
Lansing.

No one would dispute the coronavi
rus crisis more adversely affected the 
Spartans than other teams because it 
coincided with a regime change in East 
Lansing. The transition from Mark Dan
tonio to Tucker was ill-timed, clumsy 
and protracted.

But Tucker sees positive momentum 
everywhere he looks, which is why he 
vehemently disputes he is still in his 
rookie season at MSU.

"No, it’s not Year L it’s Year 2,” Tucker 
said at his first Big Ten media day. “We 
gotta get this thing moving."

When Tucker was hired, he promised 
he’d sleep fast and bum the midnight 
oil. The Spartans have since been in a 
constant state of activity.

The team is the definition of a work in 
progress, exhibiting the kind of perma
nence of an Etch-a-Sketch drawing.

Rainer Sabin Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK
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There is a sense of urgency 
Mel Tucker Michigan State football coach
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his tenure. By now, Harbaugh should 
have made his alma mater into a peren
nial championship contender. The reali
ty, however, is that Michigan is rebuild-

NO PAYMENT
NO INTEREST
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quickly moved on to something else.
The rhetoric from Harbaugh has 

grown stale. The grand statements don’t 
have the same grist behind them. The 
big promises induce eye rolls instead of 
enthusiasm.

The doom and gloom surrounding 
the program are pervasive, edge rusher 
Aidan Hutchinson explained.

“You can’t find a good thing on Michi
gan football on social media anywhere,” 
he said. “And I love it. This is the first 
year in Michigan football that we have 
been seen as underdogs. We’re usually 
ranked top 15, top 10 sometimes. This 
year we’re not even ranked.”

While Hutchinson seems to relish the 
idea of the Wolverines being discount
ed, it’s doesn’t say much for Harbaugh 
and Michigan that they find themselves 
in this position at this advanced stage of

The coaching staff has been reconfig
ured. A new defense has been installed. 
The program has initiated a culture 
change.

Combined, these developments 
would spark excitement under normal 
circumstances, in a more forgiving envi
ronment. -

But it’s Year 7 and the fan base has 
tabled its enthusiasm until the results 
improve on the field.

Even the media corps has grown 
weary. As Harbaugh sat at a table during 
the late afternoon, the large crowd of re
porters that gathered in front of him had 
thinned substantially.

baugh of his shortcomings while pre
senting the final question during his 
main news conference.

“You win a lot of games, but you 
haven’t beaten Ohio State. You haven’t 
won a Big Ten championship game," he 
said. “Where do you think the program 
stands right now?”

As Harbaugh meandered through a 
response, he likened U-M to a climber 
aiming to scale the highest of moun
tains. Making it to the top is the only 
goal, Harbaugh said, and the bench
marks along the way include wins over 
the Buckeyes and Michigan State.

"We’re going to do it or die trying,” he 
added.

It was a good quote and once upon a 
time that kind of quip would have 
reached all corners of the internet.

But it rippled briefly before everyone

INDIANAPOLIS - When Jim Har
baugh returned to Ann Arbor almost 
seven years ago, his name rolled off the 
tip of everybody’s tongue.

He was the talk of the college football 
universe, sparking intrigue as soon as 
he grabbed the reins of his alma mater’s 
struggling program.

The buzz around Harbaugh and 
Michigan football was deafening. Wher
ever he went, he attracted attention. 
Whenever he spoke, he made headlines.

But now Harbaugh has slipped below 
the radar. His Twitter account is dor
mant. His podcast is defunct. His public 
appearances have been few and far be
tween.

As Harbaugh has slipped into the 
shadows, his peers in the coaching in
dustry have eclipsed him. Alabama’s 
Nick Saban is abundantly more suc
cessful. Mike Leach is zanier. Lane Kif- 
fin is a better instigator. Ryan Day has a 
higher trajectory.

Harbaugh's diminished status was 
reinforced when the Big Ten sent out an 
information packet on the eve of its 
media days spectacle. Included on Page 
5 was a pronunciation guide for the 
Michigan coach’s famous surname.

It’s HAR-baw, just in case it wasn’t 
clear after all these years.

And Harbaugh still resonates in this 
swath of football country. Here in Indi
anapolis, he was finally back in the city 
where he starred as an NFL quarterback 
and earned the name Captain Come
back for an uncanny ability to wiggle his 
team out of jams.

His Wolverines now find themselves 
in one of those challenging situations — 
deep in a hole after a damaging 2020 
season that shook the program’s foun
dation. The 2-4 slog through a truncated 
schedule last fall included embarrass
ing losses and a string of cancellations, 
leaving Michigan mired at its lowest 
point in Harbaugh’s tenure.

Months later, not much has changed. 
The outlook is dim and the odds are as 
long as ever that this will be the year he 
achieves a breakthrough and makes it to 
Indy for the Big Ten’s real showcase 
event: the league championship game.

A reporter eventually reminded Har-

Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh walks to the podium prior to speaking during Big Ten media days in Indianapolis.
ROBERT GODDIN/USA TODAY SPORTS
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Hockey journey brings former 
Brighton goalie closer to home

to bode well for me moving forward.”
Neaton heads to a Miami program 

which returns Ludvig Persson, who 
played 18 games as a freshman, and 
Benjamin Kraws, who played eight 
games as a sophomore.

“They’ve got a freshman who had a 
really good year coming back,” Neaton 
said. "He’s obviously going to get a lot of 
opportunity. But it’s just one of those 
things where I’ve got to come in and 
compete and do what I can every day to 
get better and hopefully get an opportu
nity. I guess that’s all you can ask for is a 
little bit of opportunity.”

Because COVID restrictions cut short 
the 2019-20 season, Neaton has three 
seasons of eligibility remaining. He 
hopes he doesn’t need the third year to 
impress the Winnipeg Jets, who own his

had two other 
colleges in the

NHL rights after drafting him in the fifth 
round in 2019.

“Obviously, right now my focus is try
ing to help Miami win,” Neaton said. 
“That's my goal right now. I’m just trying 
to improve every day. Hopefully things 
will go my way when I get there and 1’11 
take care of business and worry about 
(the NHL) in the future.”

Neaton said the Jets were supportive 
while he went through the transfer

done a great job. They’re a good organi
zation full of good people. I’m incredibly 
grateful to be part of it.”

Neaton is playing hockey this sum
mer in familiar surroundings in the 
Made in Michigan Elite League at his 
former home rink, the Kensington Val
ley Ice House in Brighton. The league in
cludes major college and pro players, as 
well as some top junior and high school 
talent.

“There’s definitely a little bit of nos
talgia,” Neaton said. "Obviously, I have 
some great memories here. This is defi
nitely where my hockey career started 
to take off. Once again, full of great peo
ple who do the right things every day to 
help me develop, help me improve, more 
importantly help me grow as a person, 
which was big for me”

process. Winnipeg 
prospects transfer 
spring.

“I’ve got a good

BRIGHTON — After racking up con
siderable frequent flyer miles in his 
hockey journey since graduating from 
Brighton High School, being four hours 
from home will feel like playing in his 
backyard for Logan Neaton.

After backstopping Brighton to the 
2017 state championship, Neaton spent 
the next season in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
playing in the North American Hockey 
League. He moved down the Pacific 
coast the following year to play for 
Prince George in the British Columbia 
Hockey League.

His performance earned him a Divi
sion I college scholarship in the Lower 
48 with UMass-Lowell.

Playing time was scarce with four 
goaltenders on the roster, so Neaton 
transferred to Miami (Ohio) after play
ing only three games each of the last two 
seasons.

Miami is in Oxford, Ohio, 260 miles 
south of Brighton.

“This is the first time I’ll be within 
driving distance in probably the last 
four, five years,” Neaton said. “It’s going 
to be good. Alaska to B.C. to Massachu
setts, so I’ve been away from home for 
some time now. It will be good to be clos - 
er to home. My family is really impor
tant to me. For them to be able to come 
out and watch me play is going to be 
really good. I’m definitely grateful for 
them.”

Neaton hopes there will be plenty of 
opportunities for his family to watch 
him between the pipes for the Red- 
Hawks.

At UMass-Lowell, he had only three 
starts and three appearances off the 
bench in his two seasons with the River 
Hawks.

"Things just didn’t go my way,” Nea
ton said. “That’s hockey and that’s life. 
It was a good learning experience for 
me. I felt like I definitely got a lot better. I 
still improved, even if I didn’t get that 
much game experience. 1 think it’s going

Bill Khan Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brighton’s Logan Neaton is playing in the Made in Michigan Elite League in preparation for his first season at Miami of Ohio.
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY
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Obituaries
Frances Louise (Dick) Moran Nancy Louise Roberts

Janies Haught

ran

Janies “Jim” Arthur Chase
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Moran, Frances Louise 
(Dick) July 21,2021 Age

God grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, courage to change the things 1 
can, and the wisdom to know the difference, living 
one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time; 
taking this world as it is and not as 1 would have 
it; trusting that You will make all things right if I 
surrender to Your will; so that 1 may be reasonably 
happy in this life and supremely happy with You 
forever in the next. Amen

HIGHLAND - Nancy ^^7
Louise Roberts, age 85, 
of Highland, passed away Y‘.
Friday, Inly 23, 202 I. Left 
to cherish her memory . B
are her loving husband, A-
Kenneth Roberts; her v
four children: Steven 
( Bcttv) Roberts, Ruhard ^^BB
Suuc Robel ts. 1 M . id
I.net L"bcii .and Sil HiMfe 

san (Michael) Probst; her
14 grandchildren, and her 24 great-grandchildren.

Nancy was born September 2, 1935, at a farm
house in Milford, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Edward and Edna (Stubbe) Wiles. She was raised 
on a farm in Wixom and attended Northville High 
School, where she spent years participating in the 
Northville Jaycees. She and Kenneth Roberts were 
married on June 18,1955, and shared 66 wonder
ful years together. Nancy worked as a school bus 
driver, trainer, and state license tester for 25 years. 
Nancy and Kenneth spent 18 wonderful winters 
in Florida, and Nancy was named “Friend of the 
Fair” at the Oakland County Fair. In her free time, 
Nancy could be found playing a game of euchre, 
or attending one of her many grandchildren’s 
sporting events. She was very loved, and will be 
greatly missed by all.

Nancy was preceded in death by her parents, 
Edward and Edna Wiles; and her two brothers: 
Donald and Robert Wiles.

Memorial Visitation will be held Monday, Au
gust 2,2021, from 3:00pm until 8:00pm and Tues
day, August 3,2021, from 10:00am until the time of 
the Memorial Service at 11:00am at the Highland 
Chapel of the Elton Black & Son Funeral Home, 
3295 E. Highland Road, Highland.

loving vmR o| I ,|.,i.|
( I.ilk Mol.lll ol 60 \ C.U s. V

De.ii Mother ol ( lark I ''
hn.i' Moi m

Moi.in. Susan < > i eg ।
Raymond, Mark (San 
dra) Moran and Robert | 
Moran. k.

Sister of Ada (Ronald) “L——— J 
Ferguson, Lewis Dick, the late Margaret and the 
late Frank Dick.

Grandmother of Derek (Lauren) Moran, Adam 
(Julie) Moran, Madison Moran, Hunter Moran, 
Jennifer McQuillan, Jessica Moran, Taylor and 
Paige Raymond, Reece, Andrew and Kendall Mo-

Great-grandmother of Logan, Austin, Devin 
Visitation: Sunday, July 25,2021 from 4:00-8:00 

pm. Celebration of Life beginning at 7:00 pm @ 
the O’Brien-Sullivan Funeral Home. 41555 Grand 
River Ave Novi, MI 48375.

She was a homemaker and childcare provider to 
family and friends who became like family. Loving 
and giving care giver to family and family friends, 
loving sister, caring mother to her children, their 
spouses, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Graveside and Interment services 1 lam Friday, 
July 30,2021 at Hillman-Rust Cemetery, Hillman,

MILFORD - James “Jim” Arthur Chase, 77, of
M ImM Ml!’,.;.! . g । i . .. , . M '
Tn. Ink 20th 202 1, .it his linnk- mu rounded In his BO'
family. Inn was a devoted husband, father, gi.md
tathci. I'lothci. athlete, cut rci’i ciicm . and li luml t<> |MK , . JBwTs 
all who knew him. J

) k is SIH \ ned In his I. a mg a R .>11; \c.h s. | »cb
1.1 rn. s. Ma. m din on Mm. : Iio -on

I indahl ot South Rend, bidi.ina: Ins son S^nt
.Anastasia i ot Rov .di i.ik Miiueaii hisbuahej

1 "'"1 ''' ■1 ‘ ! 1' ‘
Spencer; and his granddog, Harper. Jim was pre
ceded in death by his parents Donald and Mary (nee VanderWeele), and 
his daughter Stephanie.

Jim was born in Battle Creek, Michigan on September 25th, 1943. He 
attended Galesburg- Augusta High School. He was an avid athlete, earned 
a total of 13 Varsity letters, and held the school record in the High Hurdles 
for 51 years.

He proudly graduated from Michigan State University in 1965 with a 
B.S. in Natural Science, and remained a lifelong Spartan fan and football 
season ticket holder.

He married his wife Debbie on February 27th, 1980. They welcomed two 
children, Eric and Scott, and established their family in Milford, Michigan.

In 1980 he founded his corporation Chase-Nedrow Industries in Wixom, 
Michigan, which specializes in the design and manufacturing of precast 
refractor/ products. In 2020, he received a lifetime achievement award 
from Harbison Walker.

Jim was a Tennessee Squire, a member of Baypointe Country Club, Mich
igan Manufacturers Association, Michigan State University President’s Club, 
Harley Owner’s Group, VFW, Moose, Elks, the American Legion, and the 
Ancient and Honorable Order of Turtles. He was also the Detroit Chapter 
President of the American Foundry Society from 1982-1983.

A true sports fan, he held season tickets for the Detroit Pistons, Red 
Wings, Tigers, and Lions. He enjoyed travelling out west on his Harley, and 
to Arizona and Florida with his wife Debbie. On the weekends, Jim could 
be found cheering on Spartan teams to victory at Chasers in Michigan or 
Hog Heaven at “the Lake”.

A memorial service is planned for August in Rochester, Indiana. In lieu 
of flowers, those wishing to make an expression of sympathy are asked to 
consider a donation in memory of Jim Chase to the Galesburg-Augusta 
Community Schools Foundation. Donations may be made online at http:// 
bit.ly/GACSFoundation, or mailed to 1076 N. 37th St., Galesburg, Michi
gan, 49053. ,

NORTHVILLE - Passed
M. '!;i ’'M

"I ! im I, id In.. d in 
d ..Ml ii;. H ..........
1Hr w .is boi ii I I I
H m M ‘ । n.1 | M • ■ I ! I h i. I • ’ K
in' niiMM; .......................................  JBHB
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M.hioi Mi. Ill - .,

ion High School in 1949.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War and was a crew member on B-25s. 
He was employed by General Motors in Flint 
before, and after, his military service. He married 
Dorothy Burch in Las Vegas, Nevada in 1965. Mr. 
Haught was a supervisor for CMS Energy in the 
natural gas compression department, retiring 
in 1987, after 28 years. He enjoyed many hap
py retirement years traveling with Dorothy and 
spending winters in Florida. He loved outdoor 
activities with his dune buggy, motorcycles and 
snowmobiles. James was predeceased by his wife 
Dorothy (Burch) Haught and brother Donald 
Vernon Haught. He is survived by his nephew 
Bryan (Debbie) Haught and step-children Linda 
Conrad and Larry (Pat) Burch. The family will 
receive visitors at the L.J. Griffin Funeral Home, 
Northrop-Sassaman Chapel, 19091 Northville 
Road (at 7 Mile Rd.) on Friday, July 23,2021 from 
1:00 p.m. until the time of Military Honors at 2:00 
p.m. Memorial donations should be made to a 
charity of your choice. His final resting place will 
be at Oakland Hills Memorial Gardens.

CRIFFIN
LJ Griffin Funeral Home
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Golfers
Continued from Page 1B

Lesson 2: Keep golfing

SUMMER
Lesson 3: Hope for the best

Nathaniel Taschler already had a

MilfordBrighton Highland

South Lyon

Restrictions apply

Northville

Experts Since I980

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details
For more information regarding this directory, please 

contact Kadijah Brack-Rowley at kbrackrowl@localiq.com
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Dave Denzel, of Farmington Hills, recorded his first hole-in-one June 27 during 
his first trip to Fox Hills Golf Course, courtesy of dave denzel
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Church of the Holy Spirit 
3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highland 

Saturday Mass 5PM.
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM 

24MJ7-5364 I HotySpirttHighfond com 

The Holy Spirit is Here • Come Home 

All are Welcome1

hole-in-one. It happened in high school, 
playing for the Dearborn boys golf team 
in 2009. He remembers it going in, but 
never saw the path the ball took to get 
there.

On July 4, playing Fox Hills with his 
brother Jacob, Taschler, who live in Ink
ster, had the chance to watch his second 
disappear in the cup.

Heading into the third hole of the 
Golden Fox course, Taschler watched 
his brother take his swing, putting the 
ball right on the green with the same 
club he was using: an 8-Iron. With that 
in mind, Taschler put a "nice, easy 
swing” on the ball, watching sail 139 
yards and take two hops on the green, 
falling in the hole.

Nathaniel Taschler turned to his

“That was still as cool as the first time.” 
It’s not like Taschler views himself as 

a pro or anything.
The 29-year-old has been playing for 

15 years, starting off and peaking, he 
said, as "decent” in high school. Now, 
it’s more of having fun on the course, 
hitting as many good shots as he does 
bad.

"Just keep hitting it,” Taschler said 
when asked what advice he would give 
to get a hole-in-one. “1 would say a lot of 
it’s luck. You just have to hit it good and, 
hopefully, it gets toward the hole.

“There’s a lot of luck involved when 
you're not a professional golfer, but I’ll 
take it.”

Contact reporter Colin Gay at 
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin- 
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to 
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

brother Jacob, making sure he did what 
he thought he did, celebrating some
thing as rare as lightning striking the 
same place twice.

"It doesn’t," Taschler said when 
asked if the excitement changed from 
the first time he recorded a hole-in-one.

BfUfiHTMOOAl
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
40800 W 13 Mie Road. Novi 
on the comer of M-5 & W13“ 
Sundays 9:00a b ll:15a« 
www.brightmoorcc.orgj 
something for the entire family"

Thomas Fliss, 9, of Canton, shows off 
the ball he used to make a hole-in-one 
at Fox Hills Golf Camp.
COURTESY OF MICHELLE FLISS

Church of the Holy Spirit 
3700 Harvey Lake Rd Highland 

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM 

24M«7K ' I HoVSpIrUHightana com 

The Holy Spurt is Here - Come Home 

All ore Welcome!

Dave Denzel has been golfing more in 
2021 than in the last two years com
bined.

The Farmington Hills resident is orig
inally from Cadillac and has not found 
someone to play with in the area. Now, 
he’s been out four or five times this year, 
exploring courses including Fox Hills.

"This was the first time I was ever on 
the course, Denzel said. "1 didn’t even 
know it, but my partner in crime said, 
‘Let’s go out here.’ He’s been out here a 
few times. He said it’s a very nice golf 
course if we want to get in something 
quick and still have the rest of the day."

Each time he plays a round, the 58- 
year-old’s goal is to score under 90, 
which he did June 27. But he did more 
than that, even without knowing the 
course he was playing on.

On the third hole of the Strategic Fox 
course, Denzel, using a pitching wedge, 
hit the ball 106 yards - using the back 
tees - watching the ball land and do the 
unthinkable.

"It happened to hit in front of it and it 
just happened to roll forward and in," he 
said. “Then I think the whole course 
heard me.”

The hole-in-one made Denzel want 
to continue golfing even more, using the 
July 4 holiday weekend to play more 
games Up North. Even though the self
described “OK golfer” achieved what he 
didn’t think he could do, Denzel said it 
has not changed his luck much on the 
course.

"I can’t say that my game was any 
better though,” Denzel said.

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
10774 Nine Mile Road

; Rev M Lee Taykx«^449-2582
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up and then it went down; you could see 
the flagpole and stuff, but couldn’t see 
the hole,” Fliss said. “I just acted like it 
was a normal golf shot on the green."

Thomas had been introduced to the 
game by his father, mother, grandfather 
and uncle, but the feat was a first for the 
golfing family as Michelle Fliss, Thom
as’ mom, made it clear that no one had 
come close to a hole-in-one.

To Thomas, though, it helps with 
success being the age he’s at: starting 
early.

“I think it’s easier when you start golf 
earlier, like when you are a younger kid, 
and you progress and progress,” Fliss 
said. “Then you get a lot better.”

But Fliss, who lives in Canton, is sat
isfied for now. When asked if he had any 
other things he wanted to accomplish 
on the golf course, all he could do was 
chuckle.

“No, I don’t think so.”
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“Just keep hitting it. I would say a lot of it’s luck. You just 
have to hit it good and, hopefully, it gets toward the hole. 
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no relevant expertise; you will have no 
evidence base to rely upon; your intel
lect will not be able to supply a needed 
answer. In those situations, I would like 
to suggest that you respond with love."
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imagine what my life and career would 
be like had I said no."
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Words of Boldness
One common theme this year was 

the importance of being bold and 
facing adversity head-on. Some might 
think that means not being afraid,

Words of Love
While being bold Is important, many 

graduation speakers admitted that 
practicing boldness is easier said than 
done, especially when you aren't sure 
what the “right” course of action might 
be. A common response: Love.

Singer-songwriter and philanthro
pist, John Legend, told seniors:

"When you feel lost in this tangled 
web of problems, know that in truth, 
the way out of it is simple. Instinctual, 
really. It’s love. Love should be your 
North Star. Let it guide you."

Dr. Marie Lynn Miranda, Professor at 
Notre Dame, echoed that sentiment:

“As much as I want to highlight the 
importance of the expertise you have 
developed, I also want to make the 
point that you will face situations in

Local —

Words of Hope
Speakers reflected on the unique 

challenges faced by the Class of '21, 
who spent a significant amount of their 
college years facing a pandemic, polit
ical turmoil, and more. But in all the 
challenges they faced, they also learned 
the importance of hope. •

Civil rights lawyer Bryan Stevenson 
saw hope as more than just a feeling, as 
he told MIT graduates:

“I believe that hopelessness is the 
enemy of justice. Injustice prevails 
where hopelessness persists...hope is 
our superpower. ”

And social justice activist D’Artagnan 
Scorza let the class of 2021 know that 
they were the embodiment of that 
superpower:

“You're not just the class of transfor
mation, 2021. You're not just the class of 
justice. You are also the class of hope."

To wrap things up we’ll leave you 
with the order that the United States 
Coast Guard—and everywhere else— 
were given from the President and 
Commander in Chief, Joe Biden:

“Class of 2021: It's time for you to 
go out and be the future, to make the 
future."

Running or Not Wonted!
• Highest $$$ Paid

Free friendly towing! ALL scrap 
metal. Batteries wonted too.

Call: 248-437 0094

but Carolina Contreras, an entrepre
neur dedicated to social change and 
the Founder/CEO Miss Rizos Salon, 
disagreed:

‘You don’t have to be fearless, you just 
have to learn to do it afraid."

Vina Venkataraman, Director of 
Global Policy Initiatives at the Broad 
Institute of Harvard and MIT, elabo
rated on that idea:

“Look for heroes not on the silver 
screen or the pedestal or even at this 
podium — but at eye level and within 
reach: the people in your life who have 
been afraid but done the right thing 
anyway, who have shown you by 
example how to be bold."

SpaceX President and COO Gwynne 
Shotwell added that she has learned 
that boldness is the antidote to living 
with regret:

‘Try that risky thing, be a part of 
something exciting. I don’t want to
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As graduation season comes to an 
end, many graduates are preparing to 
enter the working world for the first 
time in their lives. At ZipRecruiter, we 
spend a lot of time helping job seekers 
find their next great opportunity and 
sharing tips and how-tos on how to 
find jobs.

While resumes, networking, and 
interviews are a big part of the job 
search, so are words of motivation 
and inspiration. One area we’ve found 
those words are in this year’s college 
commencement speeches. Sure, they’re 
meant for graduates, but according to 
NBA legend and activist Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar, “graduate” is a title that can 
apply to anyone:

“Life is an endless series of gradua
tions, during which you feel the same 
anxious uncertainty, that roiling 
feeling in your stomach that you expe
rience as the roller coaster goes up, 
up, up, anticipating curling over the 
top and the sudden, face-yanking 
plummet. Graduation is both thrilling 
and nerve-wracking."

As—new graduates, -and everyone 
else, looks to the future, we hope these 
words stick with you.

Howell, 2BR.1BA, No Smoking, $900 
inclds wofer ond gas 248-798-5163
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medio responsiveness during 
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activities. Imbate market research 
studies ond analyze their findings 
Coordinate and participate In 
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developers, advertisers, ond 
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focus of sales efforts. Master's in 
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Dundee, Ml 48131.
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WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

Rentals
Items

Wanted to Buy

Place your ad today!
Condo/Duplexes/ 
Townhouses Rent

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order. .

FOR 
SALE

mailto:MichiganJobs@gannett.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER
PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo

Check out the classified section everyday.

GABLE 
GAG 
GANNET 
GARGOYLE 
GENETIC 
GENIE 
GENRE 
GENTLE 
GEOLOGY 
GERBERA 
GHEE 
GHETTO 
GHOST 
GIFT 
GIGGLE 
GIRAFFE 
GIST 
GIZZARD 
GLAND 
GLARING 
GLASS 
GLEN 
GLIDE 
GLUTTON 
GNOME 
GOAL 
GOAT 
GOBLIN 
GOING 
GOLD 
GORY 
GOSH 
GOSSIP 
GOTHIC 
GRAB 
GRACIOUS 
GRAMMAR 
GRANDEUR 
GRANULE 
GRASP 
GRAZE 
GREEN 
GUARD 
GUAVA 
GUEST 
GUN 
GURU 
GUSTO 
GUT 
GYMNAST 
GYMSLIP 
GYROSCOPE

Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 gnd. broken into nine 3x3 boxes To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must till each row. column and box Each number 
can appear only once in each row. column and box You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

41 Critical
42 Not on a 

footballer's 
right?

44 For the most

OFF THE 
GRID

ACROSS
1 Imperfection
7 1970 Simon

& Garfunkel

14 “—Lot" 
(Stephen 
King novel)

20 Geronimo's 
tribe

21 Scenting 
compound

22 Push forward
23 Footballer 

from a major 
Kansas city?

25 Dwell (in)
26 Corp. VIPs
27 Pimples
28 "The — of 

the Ancient 
Mariner”

30 Fashion 
designer 
Tahari

31 Actor Brynner
32 Strong urge
33 Footballer 

ejected from 
a nightclub?

36 She helped 
Theseus

39 Imparted fizz

DOWN
1 “See-saw, 

Margery —”
2 Fanciers of 

fine dining
3 Wrinkle

removing 
procedure

4 Iterate
5 Greek 

consonants
6 Vietnamese 

festival

101 Iterate
102 Visit a 

footballer?
104 Labor
106 Young fellow
107 Flush (with)
108 Sony Bravia 

or Sharp 
Aquos

109 Pool hall 
item

110 Piece 
of office 
furniture

112 Plaything for 
Fido or Fluffy

114 Declaration 
when a 
footballer 
arrives?

119 Angry speech
120 One casting 

a ballot
121 Urge on
122 Makes a sly 

verbal attack
123 Ecstasy
124 Feds, e g.

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 702-4247 or smcclellaa@michigan.com.

47 Formerly
48 Liberal —
50 Mai — 

(rum drinks)
52 Salvador the 

surrealist
54 Hard hitter, 

biblically
60 Ship shelters
64 Footballer 

with a rod 
and reel?

67 PC-sent 
greeting

68 Hearing 
things

70 Fast shark
71 Bamboozles
72 Footballer 

working as 
a sound 
technician?

75 Matching 
pullover and 
cardigan

77 Old Chrysler
78 Think 

meditatively
79 “Uh. pardon 

me..."
80 Like Goodwill 

goods
82 Apple variety
85 Humiliated
90 Expand, as a 

house
95 Footballer on 

a plane trip?
97 Thin pancake
98 Envious 

composer in 
“Amadeus"

43 Canon — 
Rebel

45 Exec, helper 
48 Make —

out of (rebut) 
49 Skating

place
51 “It’s finally 

clear"
53 Woeful cry 
55 Relatives of 

xylophones
56 Clickable 

screen image
57 Some ring 

wins, for 
short

58 Sommer of 
"A Shot in the 
Dark"

59 Take it easy 
60 A helmet

protects it 
61 Take — from

(do as 
suggested by) 

62 Units of 
absorbed 
energy

63 Vigor, in 
music scores

64 “Oedipus 
complex" 
coiner

65 Egyptian 
goddess of 
fertility

66 Black-clad 
teen, maybe

69 High point 
73 Blowout win 
74 Enshrouded

76 Mink’s 
cousin

79 “Mein Gott!"
81 “Such a pity!"
83 Erstwhile 

space station
84 T roublemaker 
86 Rear, at sea 
87 Marine

animal's pelt
88 Title girl of 

old comics
89 Like green or 

purple hair
90 Doesn't reject
91 Embedded, 

as a nail
92 “Taking 

Woodstock" 
star — Martin

93 Source of 
flowing water

94 Tennis 
divider

95 Shark feature 
96 Tot's wheels 
99 Pollen bearer

100 Lowest 
parking 
garage tier, 
perhaps

103 “Absolutely!"
105 Earthy hue, 

to a Brit
109 Post-Q string
110 Fender flaw
111 Latin “Lo!"
113 Lyrical verse 
115 Sales staffer
116 Outer: Prefix 
117 Rio carmaker
118 Hi— image

7 Common 
infant illness

8 Girl played by 
Lily Tomlin

9 Bamboozles
10 Anger
11 Quick escape
12 Stuck going 

nowhere
13 When typical 

workdays 
start

14 Self-indulgent 
binge

15 Have 
existence

16 Experience a 
huge failure

17 Remove 
hair from, as 
one’s legs

18 Like doctors' 
practices

19 In an 
aerodynamic 
way

24 Early 
Mexican

29 '80s Golden 
Arches burger

31 Bulldogs' 
school

32 Scared (of)
33 Kennel club 

classifications
34 Rowing need
35 TiVo device
37 — minimum
38 Connect-the- 

points puzzle
40 Abbr. limiting 

a list

£31
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46 Aristocrat’s 
home
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BUSCH’S

PIO 57561

L t

THIS OFFER HAS NO CASH VALUE AND IS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS 
EXCLUDES ALCOHOL, TOBACCO. LOTTERY. BOTTLE DEPOSITS AND 

GIFT CARD PRODUCTS THIS COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT CHECKOUT 
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STORES WITH LIQUOR

I TECUMSEH* I WEST BLOOMFIELDLIVONIA | NOVI | PINCKNEY* I PlYMOUTH/NORTHVIllE* I ROCHESTER HILES I SALINE* | SOUTH LYON
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