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Northville Downs development plans renewed

ple to watch and offer opinions.”

An effort by Hunter Pasteur to pur
chase the prime downtown Northville
property currently used by the North
ville Downs harness horse-racing facil
ity and its surrounding parking lots has
regained traction following a two-year
hiatus that was created, in part, by

scheduled date of Sept. 7 so that more
people could participate, according to
Mayor Brian Turnbull.

“Beginning Sept. 1, all city meetings
are required to be in-person, which
would have limited the number of peo-
ple who could participate in the plan-
ning commission discussion,” Turnbull
said. “By moving it to Aug. 30, it can be
delivered virtually, allowing more peo-

The scene is depicted in one of sever
al eye-popping renderings submitted by
Hunter Pasteur Homes and its co-appli
cants — Forbes Company, Toll Brothers
and Oboran — for an Aug. 30 conceptual
presentation before the Northville Plan-
ning Commission.

The Aug. 30 planning commission
meeting — delivered virtually via Zoom
— was moved up from its originally-

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Smiling people walk through a sun-
drenched park adorned with statues de-
picting larger-than-life horses — trib-
utes, it appears, to the animals that
raced on the Northville property back in
the day — as tents in the background

hint at the presence of a festival. See RENEWED, Page 6A

Huron Valley,
South Lyon
schools won’t
require masks

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The buck stops at the health depart-
ment for another pandemic school
year as far as two western Oakland
County school boards are concerned.

In Huron Valley and South Lyon,
district officials are washing their
hands of refereeing between mask and
non-mask champions, the vaccinated
and the unvaccinated. Instead, they
say they are following orders, but not
recommendations, from public health
officials. The result is masking will be
optional for students, not required, ex-
cept on buses.

Reaction from parents is mixed.

During the Aug. 16 Huron Valley
board of education meeting, about two
dozen parents and a few students
spoke out on COVID-19 protocols for
the 2021-22 school year, mostly re-
garding masks in school. Some ques-
tioned the effectiveness of masks in
stopping the virus. A few cried as they
recounted the difficulties, including
headaches, vomiting and emotional
distress, they said their children had
suffered last year as a result of wearing
masks.

Shayna Levin pleaded with the dis-
trict to give families the freedom of
choice so they wouldn't make the
choice to take their children, and mon-
ey, from the district.

“Please don't force my kids to wear a
mask,” she said. “Leave the choice to
mask kids up to their parents.”

Mother Heather Remtema said

Artist Kevin Burdick leans over a scissor lift to paint his mural at Lake and Lafayette in downtown South Lyon on Aug. 5.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Meet Kevin Burdick, the man
behind the South Lyon mural

while she supported those who want-
ed their children to wear masks in
school and hoped that measures

See MASKS, Page 8A
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Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Kevin Burdick's natural art talent
first showed up on the disposable pla
cemats his mother gave him to draw on
in restaurants when he was little.

More than three decades later, he’s
gone a bit bigger and more enduring-
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painting a 16-foot high by 48 feet wide
mural on the brick side of the Grande
Trunke Home store in South Lyon.
Burdick, 36, worked about six hours a
day over the course of the past week,
starting with a grid and ultimately using
about 100 cans of Kobra spray paint to
create a masterpiece that flora, fauna
and area lahdmarks while passing mo-
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torists honked and waved, and pedestri
ans stopped to talk to the man who
makes the murals.

“Some murals are a statement, some
"aren’t that deep, but some are really sat
isfying to'the soul,” Burdick said. “This
one is ug'there for hitting all the marks

See MURAL, Page 7A
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COVID-19 vaccine
booster shots
available in Novi

Susan Bromley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

COVID-19 vaccines were the hottest ticket in town
in late winter and spring with those hoping to avoid
serious illness and move past the pandemic clamor
ing for the shots.

Months have passed since those most at-risk re-
ceived their shots. With fall quickly approaching and
cases on the rise again, it's time for a booster.

The Oakland County Health Division will admin-
ister booster shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine to
immunocompromised individuals at a series of
drive-thru clinics, including one planned for Y a.m. to
4 p.m., Aug. 27, at the Novi Fire Station at 49375 W. 10
Mile Road. Appointments are recommended, but
walk-ups are welcome. Wear a mask, bring your vac-
cine record and valid photo identification, and leave
your dog at home.

“If you are moderately to severely immunocom-
promised due to a medical condition or you are on
immunosuppressive medications or treatments, you
may receive a third dose of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine
at least 28 days after your second dose,” Oakland
County Health Division Medical Director Dr. Russell
Faust said. “The additional vaccine dose should be
the same as the first two doses you received, but you
do not have to visit the same provider. Individuals
should not receive more than three vaccine doses.”

Individuals who should consider a third dose in-
clude those who have:

e Received an organ or stem cell transplant

e Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency

e Advanced or untreated HIV infection

e Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids
or other drugs that may suppress your immune re-
sponse

People with chronic health conditions should talk
to their healthcare provider about their medical con-
dition to determine if getting an additional dose is
appropriate.

The announcement follows closely on the heels of
one made by federal health officials stating that
booster shots will be available to anyone eight
months after they have received their second dosc of
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.

At this time, there is no booster shot for the John-
son & Johnson vaccine.

The health division will roll out the Pfizer and Mo-
derna boosters to all county residents in late Septem-
ber or early October with guidance from the CDC.

Oakland County's seven-day case average stands
at 164 cases per day or 1,148 new cases per week as of
Aug. 17.

Of the 1,960 new COVID-19 cases in Oakland
County from July 28 to Aug. 10, 17 percent were 18
years old or younger and 23 percent were 19-29 years
old. The data, according to the health department,
underscores the importance of mitigating the spread
of the virus among school-age and college-age stu-
dents, particularly as they head back to classrooms.

The Oakland County Health Division is holding
daily vaccine clinics from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at both
its North Oakland Health Center in Pontiac and
South Oakland Health Center in Southfield in addi-
tion to pop-up clinics in the community.

As of Aug. 13, 70.4% of all eligible (12 and older)
Oakland County residents have been vaccinated
against COVID-19, according to the county.

Visit www.oaklandcountyvaccine.com to locate
the nearest Health Division vaccine clinic.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412.
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Wayne County COVID-19
cases continue to increase

Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases leaped in Michigan in the
week ending Sunday, rising 20.1% as 12,043 cases
were reported. The previous week had 10,029 new
cases of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked 47th among the states where
coronavirus was spreading the fastest on a per-per-
son basis, a USA TODAY Network analysis of Johns
Hopkins University data shows. In the latest week
coronavirus cases in the United States increased
12.7% from the week before, with 1,031,057 cases re-
ported. With 3% of the country's population, Michi-
gan had L17% of the country's cases in the last week.
Across the country, 44 states had more cases in the
latest week than they did in the week before.

Wayne County reported 1,863 cases and 21 deaths
in the latest week. A week earlier, it had reported
1,626 cases and 21 deaths. Throughout the pandemic
it has reported 172,919 cases and 5,250 deaths.

Oakland County reported 1,506 cases and 11 deaths
in the latest week. A week earlier, it had reported
1,363 cases and 1l deaths. Throughout the pandemic
it has reported 124,280 cases and 2,496 deaths.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly outbreaks on a
per-person basis were in Ontonagon, Branch and
Delta counties. Adding the most new cases overall
were Wayne County, with 1,863 cases; Oakland
County, with 1,506 cases; and Macomb County, with
947. Weekly case counts rose in 66 counties from the
previous week. The worst increases from the prior
week's pace were in Wayne, Kent and Oakland coun-
ties.

Michigan ranked 32nd among states in share of
people receiving at least one shot, with 54.7% of its
residents at least partially vaccinated. The national
rate is 60.7%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC data
shows. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, which are

Hearts for Heroes
offers lifeline to
first responders

Emma Stein Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Firefighter George Baker's family has a history of
heart problems. So, when the Farmington Hills Fire
Department offered him a free coronary screening in
December, he took it. By April, 61-year-old Baker was
on the operating table for open-heart surgery.

“I've been under the care of a cardiologist for three
decades, and they never identified this (issue),” Bak-
er said. “And after one test, I knew everything I need
to know. And wheén I got the numbers; 1 was scared.”

Baker's screening showed he had more blockage
and buildup than 98% of people his age. Now, he can
continue to stay active and hike. But, most important
said Baker: He is alive.

The free coronary artery calcium scoring screen-
ings, offered to the Farmington Hills fire and police
departments by Dr. Justin Trivax, are the result of a
partnership with Beaumont Health.

The screening, which often costs about $100 and
is not usually covered by insurance, finds a lot of ab-
normalities that require follow-ups, even in young
and otherwise healthy individuals, Trivax said.

“It’s interesting, we find that the people who you
least expect it do have coronary artery calcification,”
Trivax said. “We're finding incidental things as well,
such as pulmonary nodules. We're finding fatty liver
disease in a lot of police and fireman. This is just a
test that isn’t typical, but it should be.”

The idea to offer free screenings to first responders
came from Trivax's two teenage daughters.

“We started this program with my sister and my
dad, whois obviously a cardiologist,” said 16-year-old

the most used in the United States, require two doses
administered a few weeks apart.

In the week ending Sunday, Michigan reported ad-
ministering another 93,792 vaccine doses, including
45,889 first doses. In the previous week, the state ad-
ministered 78,696 vaccine doses, including 48,830
first doses. In all, Michigan reported it has adminis-
tered 10,065,791 total doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 15 counties, with the
best declines in losco, Ingham and Allegan counties.

In Michigan, 109 people were reported dead of CO-
VID-19 in the week ending Sunday. In the week before
that, 63 people were were reported dead.

A total 0f 1,040,673 people in Michigan have tested
positive for the coronavirus since the pandemic began,
and 21,393 people have died from the disease, Johns
Hopkins University data shows. In the United States
37,709,810 people have tested positive and 628,503
people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins University coronavirus
data, cases and deaths for the Michigan Department
of Corrections and the Federal Correctional Institution
separately from Michigan counties.

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospital data as of
Sunday, Aug. 22.

Likely COVID patients admitted in the state:

e Last week: 1,149

e The week before that: 1,058

e Four weeks ago: 467

Likely COVID patients admitted in the nation:

e Last week: 127,810

e The week before that: 119,267

e Four weeks ago: 65,419

The USA TODAY Network is publishing localized
versions of this story on its news sites across the coun-
try, generated with data from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and the Centers for Disease Control. If you have
questions about the data or the story, contact Mike
Stucka at mstucka@gannett.com.

Firefighter George Bakbr, 61, of Milford, has the
Hearts for Heraes initiative to thank for a screening
that:-may have saved his life. EriC SEALS/DFP

Tessa Trivax. “And we just wanted to make sure that all
the first responders and people who help save lives
have the opportunity to get screened and make sure
that they don't have a heart attack while they're on the
job saving everyone in all our lives.”

The Hearts for Heroes initiative began in December
with three Saturdays where first responders could
schedule their free screenings. The second round be-
gan Aug. 14 and will continue through the next two
weekends.

Trivax conducts the screenings while Tessa and her
younger sister Sienna are working to raise money to
expand the program to other cities. They're evenin the
process of designing merch.

Farmington Hills Fire Chief John Unruh said about
40% of the department has gotten a screening, and
that Baker's story really inspired others to get checked
too, even if they think they're healthy.
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Lyon, Novi lead population boom in
southwestern Oakland County data

Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

Lyon Township de-
serves a star on local cen-
sus maps highlighting
notable population surg-
es.

The Oakland County
community totaled 23,271
residents in the 2020 de-
cennial count, which was
60% more than the town-
ship count in 2010.

“All you need to do is
drive around and you can
see the building boom,”
said Sheri Rogge, a town-
ship resident for about 20
years.

If she had any con-
cerns to air, they would
include the number of
dirt roads and the need
for a bigger Lyon Town-
ship Public Library,
where she serves as a
board trustee.

Otherwise, she loves
being close to the high-
way and recreational fa-
cilities like Kensington
Metropark.

Proximity to the high-
way seemed tied to other
big population spurts in
western Wayne and Oak-
land counties.

According to U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau figures, Novi
grew by 20%; Farming-
ton, by 12%; and Birming-
ham and Canton and Mil-
ford townships, by 9%.

“Growth, over the last
couple decades, has con-
centrated around ex-
pressways — particularly
the 696/96 corridor,” said
Kurt Metzger, a demogra-
pher, business consult-
ant and Pleasant Ridge
mayor. “The location al-
lows for easier commut-
ing.

“Western townships
also offer larger homes
and lots with lower prop-
erty taxes. This works
well for larger families —
and they also have the
choice of very good
school districts.”

Detroit's loss of at
least 10% was more than
Metzger expected, but he
liked seeing the growth in
the “inner ring suburbs”
and “usual exurban win-
ners.”

Novi ‘s 20% increase
surpassed City Manager
Peter Auger's expecta-
tions.

While attaching many
positives to the growth
rate, “one that makes me
most proud — and obvi-
ously the increase in pop-
ulation demonstrates
others feel it, too — is No-
vi's openness and accep-
tance toward people of
various backgrounds and
cultures that work to as-
similate and be a part of
Novi,” he said.

Farmington Mayor Sa-
ra Bowman called the
city’s 12% population
hike a fantastic represen-
tation of the city's en-
couragement of growth.

“It's very sustainable,
the rate that we're at,” she
said, emphasizing that
her city doesn’t have the
room to grow that Brigh-
ton and Howell have. “It's
our diverse and afford-
able housing stock that I
think has always been
something that's just so
beneficial to folks in
terms of looking for new
places to live but also re-
tention.

“We've done a lot of
work over the last 10
years to relax some of our
zoning requirements for
housing so that folks can
move into a house and
then be able to build onto
it so you don't have to go
anywhere else to get that

second floor, to get that
additional bathroom.”

Livonia and Highland
Township were the only
Hometown Life commu-
nities that lost people in
the 10-year, 2010 to 2020
span.

Metzger said Livonia is
governed by its demo-
graphics — with a notice-
able segment being white
and older. He advised
community leaders to fo-
cus on ways to attract
younger families, partic-
ularly non-white house-
holds.

“We expected that we
were going to lose resi-
dents,” Livonia City
Council President Kath-
leen Mcintyre said. “You
can see it in the demo-
graphics of our school-
aged children. We have a
lot of empty nesters in Li-
vonia, and we don’t have
a lot of new housing
stock.

“We're always, always
looking to add residents.
We're always looking for
places where we can add
additional  residential,
where it makes sense and
where it's attractive for a
developer to do so. We are
never, ever resting on our
laurels.”

Livonia Mayor Mau-
reen Miller Brosnan fo-
cused on population
gains made in recent
years.

The U.S. Census Bu-
reau counted about 1,900
more people in 2020 than
it did in 2019.

“So there is growth,”
Brosnan stressed. “We
expect this trend to con-
tinue. As we begin imple-

WRIGHT BEAMER
Attorn

Construction underway of the Lockwood senior
residence facility continues on Pontiac Trail near
Eight Mile Road in Lyon Township.

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

menting our community-
inspired, resident-driven
Livonia Vision 2}, | know
Livonia will be the place
our children want to
come home to.”

Canton, with 9 percent
growth in the decade,
passed Livonia, making it
the third largest munici-
pality in the county be-
hind Detroit and Dear-
born.

Metzger commended
metro Detroit for follow-
ing a national trend, with
people wanting to live in
metro areas, as opposed
to rural. His research
shows more counties
growing in the tri-county
regionrather than shrink
ing.

To sum up, he said
growing populations lead
to vital communities able
to attract new businesses
and build tax bases that
allow communities to in-
vest in parks and other
amenities.

Contact reporter Su
san Vela at svela@home-
townlife.com or 248-303
8432. Follow her on Twit
ter @susanvela.

For over 25 years. Wrighl Beamert
has been serving clients in:
Business Law e Disputes & Litigation
Estate Planning « Employment Law
Real Estate Transactions
Probate & Trust Administration

Contact our
office to schedule
an appointment
with
Dirk A. Beamer

or one of our
other
experienced
attorneys.
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Stone Temple Pilots will headline Arts,

Brian McCollum Detroit Fre

NETWORK

Pres

DETROIT - Arts, Beats & Eats has
landed the biggest music act in its 23-
year-history, booking Stone Temple Pi-
lots to headline the 2021 festival's open
ing night

The veteran rock band is one of 200-
plus national and local performers an-
nounced for the Labor Day weekend fest
in Royal Oak, officially named Soaring
Eagle Arts, Beats & Eats Presented by
Flagstar Bank.

STP will top a Sept. 3 national stage
lineup that also features Canadian clas-
sic rock band The Guess Who and De-
troit soul-blues mainstay Thornetta Da-
vis

Other main stage performers for the
weekend include pop-rock quartet Ne-
on Trees and Starship Sept. 4, with R&B
singer Bobby Brown and '90s hitmaker

the Gin Blossoms to close the fest Sept.
6. The fest's Sunday headliner hasn't
been set, but the day will include ap-
pearances by country acts Justin Moore
and Frank Ray.

Stone Temple Pilots’ latest lineup
features Michigan-bred Jeff Gutt on vo-
cals, alongside founding members Dean
DeLeo, Robert DeLeo and Eric Kretz.

Gutt — a Marine City native and “X
Factor” alum who performed solo at the
2014 Arts, Beats & Eats — was named
STP lead singer in 2017, following the
deaths of Scott Weiland and Chester
Bennington.

On the local front, AB&E will feature
its typical genre-spanning array of met-
ro Detroit bands and solo acts playing
on seven stages, along with a stage de-
voted to children’s entertainment.

A “Performance Pit” area hosted by
new cannabis sponsor House of Dank
will include an assortment of local acts,

including nighttime DJs presented by
the Movement festival.

At a Wednesday news media event
revealing festivals details, officials said
they have increased payments to local
musicians by 10% one year after
many performed for free as part of
AB&E's virtual event during the pan-
demic.

Arts, Beats & Eat also revealed its
2021 food details, including the 50-plus
restaurants participating in the event.
Newcomers include Mexican cantina
Tequila Blue and fine-dining establish-
ment ImaginATE. Additional eateries
are expected to be named.

The festival previously announced it
is eliminating its longtime ticketing sys-
tem for food and beverages, moving to
pay-as-you-go for concessions.

Beaumont Health has signed as
sponsor of AB&E's juried arts show,
which will feature more than 100 artists

Travel across the ocean to Europe
at Northville’s newest restaurant

David Veselenak Hometownlite com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Flowers? Check. Candy? Check. A
nice restaurant for a date? Check.

Northville residents Alicia and Ryan
Racine can now say they have every-
thing couples need for a nice night out
on the town. The owners of both Adorn
flower shop and Sugar Lu’s candy shop
in downtown Northville recently
opened their newest venture: Toria, a
European-style café serving up brunch
and dinner.

The restaurant, located at 115 E. Main
St., opened its doors Aug. 17. It sports an
intimate feel inside, with seating for just
a few dozen. Dishes have a European
feel to them, with small and large plates
having influences from countries such
as England, Scotland, Ireland and
Greece. Dishes include small plates
such as boxty, crudo and grilled hallou-
mi. Larger plates currently being served
include dishes such as steak and pota-
toes and roast chicken.

“The idea was more of that Euro-
pean-style café, where it's more the café
isn't just a coffee shop,” Ryan Racine
said. "As the menu ideas grew, so did our
needs for what we had in the kitchen.”

It occupies the storefront that for-
merly held Edward’'s Café & Caterer. The
restaurant’s name, for seasoned Anglo-
philes, has an indirect homage to the
former restaurant. Toria was the nick-
name given to Princess Victoria Alexan-
dra Olga Mary, one of King Edward VII's
daughters. Edward VII reigned over
England from 1901 to 1910.

Using a name with a connection to
the former Edward's, Alicia Racine said,
was intentional.

‘We really wanted to play off North-
ville’s heritage and history as a Victo-
rian town. So that was the first concept,”
she said. “From there, we wanted to pay

homage to Edward’'s. So we started
there.”

The space has been in the works
since late last year. It took several
months of renovations to prepare the
restaurant, which also included redoing
the kitchen entirely, Alica Racine said.

“We have a brand-new nice kitchen,
all-new equipment,” she said. “So it's
kind of nice.”

The walls are adorned with Victo-
rian-style paintings, which give the
space a very cozy feel. Add the ambi-
ence of the potted plants outside along a
closed Main Street and Toria feels like a
cozy space in London.

Having Main Street closed as a way to
help local businesses during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has been a blessing for
the Racine’s current shops and kept
them alive.

“Our retail has picked up so much
across the street,” she said. “It's a no-

Toria bartender
Scott Mullen
prepares a Victoria
cocktail at the
Northville bar and
restaurant on Aug.
17. The drink
includes pea-flour
gin, egg white,
lemon simple syrup
and a garnish of
lavender.

JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

brainer for us. Our business has gone
up.”

The restaurant is currently open for
dinner all week and brunch on week-
ends. The hope is to eventually expand
Toria's hours to offer lunch in the fu-
ture as well.

“We do want to be open for lunches
and have that daytime café feel as
well,” Ryan Racine said.

Once they have some more staff and
experience after being open, they hope
to offer a traditional Sunday roast din-
ner as well, a British tradition.

The opening marks the Racine fam-
ily's most-recent connection with the
downtown area, a place they love
deeply.

“We're really committed to being
down here and being a part of the com-
munity,” Alicia Racine said.

For more information, including a
menu, visit torianorthville.com.

Police offer security tips after break-in report

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
A AY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Milford police are offering helpful ad-
vice because of a disturbing attempted
burglary report involving an elderly
woman and a strange man who knocked
on her door.

Still at large, the man went from
wanting to exchange money with the
Commerce Street resident to claiming
he had turn off the power in her home
before entering and apparently rustled
through her belongings.

“First and foremost, I would advocate
each and every citizen, nat only seniors,
to keep their doors and windows locked.
Locks are an effective deterrent,” said
Lt. Scott Tarasiewicz, recommending
deadbolt locks over chain locks since
the latter can be forced open and pro
vide a false sense of security.

Other advice included installing
video doorbells or peepholes, not open-
ing doors to strangers or hinting that
you're alone and asking service people
for identification. If the resident did not
request service, they should call the ser

ice provider and verify the call for ser-
vice

Never let a stranger into your home,”

Tarasiewicz sid. “If someone asks to use
your phone, offer to make the call for
them. if they truly need help or assis
tance, they should be fine with you mak-
ing the call

“Finally, call 911. Do not hesitate. If
you feel uncomfortable with a personon
your property or find a situation suspi-
cious, call 911. A 911 call will be sent di-
rectly to the dispatch center. This is the
most efficient way to get officers to your
location.”

His advice comes following a harrow-
ing July 9 report that could have had a
much worse outcome.

According to the police report, a
Commerce Street resident past her
100th birthday heard pounding on her
door.

She opened the door to find a large
man wearing a neon yellow jacket and
asking if she could provide change for a
$100 bill.

He continued to ask for smaller
amounts of money, including 50 cents,
for the $100 bill while she kept repeating
that she does not keep money in the
home.

When speaking to police, she told
them the man, wearing a mask, then
placed his foot in the door frame, pre-
venting her from closing the door.

He wanted to know if she received
the note he left for her that morning and
she said no. He then said he needed to
shut off her home’s power.

She led him into the house because
she felt intimidated. He turned off the
power to her living room TV and cable
box before going toward the basement.

He apparently was in the basement

for a small while. Without doing any-
thing there, he then returned upstairs
and walked toward the bedrooms.

He left after asking her to sign a pa-
per and telling her he had to call his
boss.

The woman's caretaker arrived to
find the man leaving in a silver truck.
There was a “Jesus fish” sticker on the
tailgate.

The caretaker called police when
she noticed the house had been dis-

‘turbed.

Providing a description of a blond
man with a grey-peppered, scruffy
beard, and a peach-hued face with
flushed cheeks; she showed police the
bedrooms where she noticed a table
flipped over and a chair thrown to the
side.

Cabinet doors were open. Boxes of
checks had been pulled out and exam-
ined.

The man who drove her to the house
said the man in neon yellow entered
the passenger side of the vehicle - per-
haps a 2017 GMC Sierra - that drove
away.

Police called the homeowner’s son,
who had placed a hold on his mother’s
account.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Milford Police Department, 248-
684-1815.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com.

Beats & Eats

and craftsmen working in a variety of
media.

Arts, Beats & Eats admission prices
will jump to $16 and $5 for most of the
weekend — up from $3-$7 in 2019.

Fest-goers can get in free before
5 p.m. on Sept. 3's opening day, which
means early arrivers can catch Stone
Temple Pilots for free that night. Admis-
sion is $10 after 5 p.m. that day.

For the rest of the weekend, admis-
sion is $5 before 3 p.m. and $10 after
that.

Patrons who donate three or more
canned goods at participating Flagstar
Bank locations can receive a coupon for
$5 off admission. The effort is part of
AB&E'’s annual food drive in coordina-
tion with Gleaners Community Food
Bank.

For details, including participating
restaurants, art-show booths and fam-
ily activities, go to artsbeatseats.com.

Rabid bat
found in
Green Oak
backyard

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A rabid bat was recently collected
from a Green Oak Township backyard,
according to the Livingston County
Health Department.

The health department announced
Thursday it is the first identified case
of rabies in a Livingston County ani-
mal this year. The last time an animal
tested positive for rabies in the county
was September 2020.

“Stay away from wildlife,” Lindsay
Gestro, county emergency prepared
ness coordinator, said. “People want to
help them and you see them injured in
your yard or on the side of the road and
you have good intentions, but the risk
of exposure is great.”

Wild animals are more active at this
time of year, increasing the possibility
of human exposure to rabies, a viral
disease of mammals transmitted
through the bite, saliva or scratch of an
infected animal.

The county said the bat was found
at a residence with a South Lyon mail-
ing address, but officials declined to
provide any more specifics. Eastern
Green Oak Township is the only Liv-
ingston County area within South Ly-
on’s 48178 zip code.

Gestro said a rabid animal does not
show symptoms of the disease until it
is too far gone. Humans must get treat-
ment immediately if they have been
exposed to a possibly rabid animal.

“Exposures can take place in a va-
riety of settings, including when bats
are found in the bedroom of a sleeping
person or a child cormes into contact
with an infected animal,” Gestro said.
“It is important to seek medical care to
determine the need for post-exposure
treatment. Rabies is fatal to humans if
proper treatment is not received be-
fore symptoms begin.”

Preventive treatment is given to
people who are exposed to a potential-
ly rabid animal, she continued.

If an animal can be tested and the
results are negative for rabies, human
treatment can be avoided.

To protect your family from rabies
follow these tips:

e Leave wild and stray animals
alone, including baby animals. Ani-
mals could be carrying rabies and not
appear sick. Do not try to nurse sick
wildlife or stray animals to health. Re-
port ill wildlife to the Department of
Natural Resourtes. Contact your local
animal control agency with concerns
about stray animals.

e If you are bitten or scratched by an
animal, promptly seek medical care
and notify the county health depart-
ment about the bite.

e If a person may have been asleep
in the same room as a bat, or a young
child or person with an impairment
may have been alone with a bat, safely
confine or collect the bat if possible
and contact the county health depart-
ment to determine if it should be test-
ed for rabies. If the bat escapes or is re-
leased, contact the county health de-
partment to discuss the situation and
determine if treatment of people po-
tentially exposed to the bat is neces-
sary.

More information about rabiescan
be found at michigan.gov/rabies.
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Renewed

Continued from Page 1A

Northville residents’ resistance to the
increased population and traffic density
original plans would have created, and
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Representatives of Hunter Pasteur
hosted a series of feedback-gathering
forums with Northville residents during
the past several months in an effort to
harvest their thoughts on features they
would like to see (and not see) if the
property is ultimately developed,
Northville officials revealed.

“I'm very enthused about what I'm
hearing occurred during the meetings
and forums,” said Turnbull. “And I'm ex
cited about the Aug. 30 conceptual de
sign presentation, as I'm sure many
Northville residents are.”

A planning commission meeting in
2018 that focused on The Downs project
attracted hundreds of people to an audi-
torium inside Hillside Middle School.

The Aug. 30 meeting is a conceptual
presentation only. Hunter Pasteur has
not made a formal submission to the
planning commission and is not re
questing that action be taken at this
time, a notice on the city’s website an-
nounced.

Northville City Council member and
planning commissioner Andrew Krenz
said Planning Commission members
were prohibited from attend:ng the fo-
rums and meetings hosted by Hunter
Pasteur until a formal submission is
made to the planning commission.

“It is a due process matter that pro-
hibits us from reviewing details of the
plan before they are formally submit-
ted,” Krenz said.

Hunter Pasteur's original plan,
named The Downs, was a mixed-use
project that as presented would have
featured approximately 50 single-fam-
ily homes,180 townhomes, 300 multi-
family apartments and more than
18,000 square feet of commercial space.
It was deemed PUD-eligible at the plan-
ning commission's April 16, 2019 meet-
ing — despite marked opposition from
residents.

The project was tabled by the plan-
ning commission in June 2019.

“Essentially, the commissioners
weren't satisfied with (Hunter Pas-
teur’'s) plan,” said then-Northville City
Planner Sally Elmiger. “They were con-

O & EMEDIA

An overhead rendering of the prellmmary plans for the apartment complex

cerned that the plan wasn't unique to
Northville's distinct character. There is
also concern about traffic and the pro-
posed density of the plan, among other
things.”

After enduring pandemic-related de-
lays and reaching out to Northville citi-
zens for more palatable features, Hunter
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I actually see a formal presentation,”
Krenz said.

A couple of encouraging signs for
people who want to see some form of
development unfold at the decades-old
horse racing venue are that there is still
a desire on the part of the developer to
purchase the property and the owner of
the track and surrounding property still
want to sell.

“Whatever happens, there won't be
shovels digging into dirt for at least a
few more years,” Krenz predicted. “This
is a very deliberate process, which it
should be, because it will have such a
huge impact on downtown Northville
for decades to come.

“We have all seen exciting, large-
scale development plans — for example,
the land that was formerly the home of
the Northville Township psychiatric
hospital — that still haven’t been real-
ized several years later.”

The Aug. 30 virtual planning com-
mission meeting is scheduled to begin
at 7 p.m. People can watch and ask
questions by visiting at www.ci.north-
ville.mi.us. From the home page they
can click on the business tab and then
the Proposed Redevelopment Projects
for further instructions.
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Pasteur is bringing a revised back before
the decision-makers.

From what Krenz has heard from at-
tendees at feedback forums, the devel-
oper's second set of plans for the prop-
erty are more in line with what residents
would prefer.

“Although I won’t know for sure until
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Mural

Continued from Page 1A

— it's fun, I'm getting paid and people
are liking it.”

The mural was completed Tuesday
night with an owl, cardinal and daisies
on one side, a bat, pumpkins, apple
trees and the old South Lyon Hotel on
the other, and in the center, an elaborate
compass featuring the lion and cougar
mascots from both high schools, the
Witches Hat Depot Museum, and Mich-
igan Seamless Tube.

A welcome banner is flawlessly inte-
grated into the mural and the overall ef-
fect of the work is stunning and the talk
of the town, drawing rave reviews from
city council members who have called it
beautiful and iconic, Police Chief Chris
Sovik who said he was “amazed at the
talent this guy can do with a spray can”
and Grande Trunke Owner Susan
Stowe, who commissioned the work to
begin with.

“I'love it,” she said. “I am just so hon-
ored he could do the mural for us and so
excited for the community and the
downtown. I am elated and couldn’t be
happier.”

The birds are her favorite part of the
work and have special significance—
with the own representing a visitor from
heaven; the owl wisdom and inspira-
tion; and the bat rebirth and transition.

Ironically, Stowe was unaware that
she had picked the perfect artist for a
feathered friend obsession when she
started thinking about a mural two
years ago.

With a combination of his name and
his specialization, Burdick said he is
known as “the Bird man.” His largest
artwork is a 70-foot sandhill crane he
painted on a downtown Flint building
two years ago.

“That was scary,” he laughed as he
took a break from painting in sweltering
temperatures last week to talk about his
work. “I love heights, but it was a little
risky.”

The crane was also the artwork that
really started attracting attention to
Burdick and advancing the career of the
2003 Flint Powers grad who had often
heard that art was a side job, not a way
to make a living, and he needed to go to
school for something else.

He worked in a pizza shop in Howell
and took art classes at Mott Community

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Artlst Kevm Burdick spray paints a mural on the southern side of the Grande Trunk building in South Lyon on Aug. 5§
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College before studying animation at
the Art Institute of Pittsburgh in 2008,
but found it was too much computer and
not enough fine art. Around 2010, he
started his own business, Scrapsde-
signs, and for the next six years, gleaned
most of his business from airbrushing
vehicles.

He also was doing live art at music
festivals and other outdoor events and
began dabbling in murals.

“I've always loved spray painting and
graffiti, a forbidden fruit,” he said. “It al-
ways intrigued me and society and the
universe came together and now it’s so
much more accepted than in the 90s
and early 2000s when it was associated
with vandalism. Now people are accept-
ing it as an art form and doing it with
spray paint gives it a more hip vibe.”

His murals really started to take off,
their own form of billboard advertising.
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During the past four years, he lias paint
ed more than 200 murals and is partic-
ularly proud of the work he has done
with the Flint Public Art Project, in
which murals are painted on abandoned
buildings to fight blight and bring color
to the city. Some of his more recent mu-
rals are themed around the Civil Rights
movement, with images of historic fig-
ures including Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Barack Obama figuring prominent-
ly in his work.

In commissioned work, Burdick ac-
knowledges it can be a fine balance with
his own creative instincts as an artist.

With municipal murals, such as
South Lyon's, he draws a rough sketchin
pencil before drawing it on an iPad.
Once approved by city officials, he adds
color to the drawing and gets more ap-
provals for designs.

The painting process itself is short

usually only a week, maybe two-- and
Burdick makes it sound simple, saying
he uses a grid method for scale—going
from 1l-inch squares on his original
drawing to 2-foot by 2-foot squares on
the actual building, “then | just copy
what'’s in the box.”

He never touches a brush, just goes to
town on a wall with cans of spray paint,
about 200 total colors.

But looking at the finished master
piece, in all its brilliant, stunning, awe-
inspiring perfection, nothing seems
simple.

Burdick now moves on to his next as-
signments, more art in Flint, including a
Sept. 11 memorial mural, one in Grand
Blanc, and this winter Miami and a mu-
ral festival in Mexico in January. But he
may return to South Lyon for an encore

To see more of Burdick's work, follow
him on Instagram @kevscrapsl4.
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Masks

Continued from Page 1A

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021

would be taken to avert bullying, she
also supported those who did not want
their children to be masked and won-
dered when the time would be to return
to “normalcy,” if not now.

“What is the goalpost?” she asked.
‘Do we wait until we get to the Omega
variant? Do we wait until we have
booster shots for the whole Greek al-
phabet?”

By far the minority in the speaking
audience were those advocating for
masks with only three speaking out
during the meeting in favor of masks be-
ing required.

Ryan Dolley, father of an incoming
kindergartener, said while he didn't
wish for his daughter to start school
masked, it is the mitigation measure
needed to ensure she has consistent in-
person learning and doesn’t have to be
educated via Zoom, an even less appeal-
ing scenario for him.

He also said Oakland County's over-
all vaccination rate of 70% had likely
given the district more confidence than
it should, as it was more a result of ex-
tremely high vaccination acceptance,
90% or more, in wealthy suburbs in-
cluding Novi, Royal Oak, Birmingham
and West Bloomfield, while communi-
ties in Huron Valley are between 46% to
less than 60%

“These (Huron Valley rates) are not
Birmingham numbers, these are Florida
numbers,” Dolley said. “I'm asking you
to be proactive again, to promote the
one thing we can agree on: that is the vi-
tal necessity of in-person learning. In-
person learning for the entire fall can
only be secured by reinstating the miti-
gation measures from last year, like
mandatory masking.”

But School Board President Sean
Carlson and Superintendent Paul Salah
made it clear that a mask requirement is
not their intention unless the Oakland
County Health Division requires them
to do so, even as they acknowledged
that emails from parents indicate there
are just as many families who favor
mandatory masking as there are op-
posed.

“We are not ignoring the expertise of
public health officials,” Carlson said.
“Our lane is public education, theirs is
public health. We are mirroring their

O & E MEDIA (NNNR

Kindergarten students at Kent Lake
Elementary in South Lyon before the
pandemic. HOME TOWNLIFE.COM FILE

language.”

Carlson added that the health de-
partment has the authority to require
face masks and the district had followed
those orders before and would again if
mandated, but he maintained that dis-
tricts should not be asked to require
something that health officers aren't
willing to order themselves.

“We depend on their consistency,” he
said. “Inconsistency jeopardizes credi-
bility. They do not need to pass these to
us when we don't have the legal author-
ity to enforce it.

“We have been consistent from the
beginning, this is not a cop out.”

Salah agreed and added the district is
bound to follow the law and will follow
any orders from the health department,
and in the meantime, the district is
making their best efforts on social dis-
tancing and air purification systems
and will continue to monitor local con-
ditions and work with health officials
moving forward. He noted the HVS
summer school program this summer
ron for 8 weeks without masking and
had “no issues.”

“If the health department feels
masks are essential, they should man-
date it in schools, and in all environ-
ments they think are pertinent and im-
portant,” he said. “We aren’t public
health officials, they are.”

South Lyon COVID-19 approach

South Lyon is taking a similar ap-

B SUMMER
LABOR

'Galage

BT I Y < TN e e

Basements

$99

ILabor S

t approval Fixed APR of 0_00% for 24 months
\pproval date. payments for 8 month promo will be $41.87, followed by 18 monthly payments
S ! h $1.000 financed _ If transaction is lalar. the 18 monthly paymaents could be as high

f onsumer (oan programs la pravided by federally insured. equal
NMLS ¥1416362 Expiras: 8/31/2021

for GreenSky

der L1

nL R T T TR N R

INTERESTEREH

ALE

R "o Yy o

( hsc AL UN VUK
N gy ‘s Wrtree

SUMMEK SUME I/ILL I VLAY

R S e i = S vtaetna >

We Move
Let us take care of the back-
breaking work of moving your
contents! Sit back and relax
knowing we have you covered |

|

\ !
@ ) We Store |
~/ We place your contents in an |

on-site locked storage unit so !
you can rest assured your things !
!
]
!
|
!
|

L

are dry and safe.

() We Floor

——~ Watch the transformation ay
we liven up your space with
our lifetime warranted coating
sysiem called GaiorGuard!
Then we return and safely place
your items back

Go

Reviews ’ g le

24 IMONT /I

EINANCING

Actual payments based on usage If full

Fr@@ E@iﬁiﬁm

proach despite some pushback from
some in the community after Superin

tendent Steven Archibald emailed a let

ter with back to school plans that in

cluded masks as optional (except for
buses, where they are required).

Dan Wreschnig's response was to en-
roll his children in a private Montessori
school this fall where all children will be
wearing masks, instead of South Lyon
Schools.

“It's important that kids have a stable
environment,” he said. “If the public
schools aren’t masking or doing these
other recommendations by the CDC, I
don’t think that is a good way to be edu-
cating the kids.”

Wreschnig said he and his children’s
pediatrician recommended face-to-face
instruction. He just wants it done safely
for both his kids and the community as a
whole.

He also called it “incredibly irrespon-
sible” of the district to remain mute on
the subject of vaccination rather than
actively promoting it.

In an emailed response, Archibald
thanked Wreschnig and his neighbor
who sent identical concerns regarding
the district’s plans, noting that the dis-
trict would continue to recommend and
encourage mask wearing. He disagreed
with the assertion that it was the dis-
trict’s responsibility to promote vacci-
nations.

“Personally, I am vaccinated and be-
lieve in its effectiveness,” Archibald
wrote. "However, there is ample infor-
mation available for parents to review
and make a decision for their eligible
children which is their choice. Last
school year, the district took consider-
able effort to promote the vaccine with
our staff and worked with multiple
sources to make sure that any staff
member who wanted to be vaccinated
could get it... Thankfully, vaccines are
now readily available.”

During the Tuesday board of educa-
tion meeting, some audience members
even expressed astonishment that the
entire board was wearing masks. Board
President Craig Dashner explained that
the CDC is recommending masking in
areas with high transmission of CO-
VID-19, which currently includes Oak-
land County.

“We are emulating behavior that we
want to see our students do,” Dashner
said, but made clear that it is still a rec-
ommendation, not a mandate and “it
makes sense to allow choice.”

He also warned that while the district
is keeping masks optional to start the
school year, that could very well change,
based on guidance and conditions and
he expects the situation to remain “flu-
id.”

County plans COVID-19 guidance

Oakland County Communications
Director Bill Mullan said the health divi-
sion continues to work on its guidance
for schools, expected to be completed
soon, but “as of this time, our health of-
ficer is not issuing any pandemic health
orders with regard to the beginning of
the school year.”

As of now, quarantines this year will
only be required of students who have
tested positive, not of students who
were within 3 feet of social distance for
more than 15 minutes but are not show
ing symptoms.

In Novi, Superintendent Steve Mat-
thews will recommend keeping masks
optional. The board of education will
vote on his recommendations on Aug.
25

The Northville Board of Education
will also meet next week to vote on pro-
tocols for the school year.

“We have received quite a mixed re-
sponse on both sides, across the spec-
trum,” District Communications Spe-
cialist Sarah Jacobs said. “We have
heard from families that they would like
to see masking and some want no mask-
ing. And on top of that we have heard
about cohorting. Across the board, it's
pretty evenly mixed... It's definitely an
interesting time.”

Wreschnig acknowledged the diffi-
culty South Lyon and other districts find
themselves in.

“It's very clear the buck has been
passed and no one is eager to take re-
sponsibility for this, but there is a clear
right choice and a clear wrong choice,”
Wreschnig said. “A lot of parents like me
have always assumed in the end, people
would do the right thing, to keep their
students, families, communities safe.
But school starts in a few weeks and
based on the response, I don't see the
right thing happening.”

The first day of school in South Lyon,
Novi and Northville is Sept. 7. The first
day in Huron Valley is Sept. 8.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleylO.
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Runners compete in the Lamplighter meet under the lights of Ford Field in Livonia. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Novi, Northville begin quest for
state meet at Lamplighter Invite

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Mihir Gupta broadened his view of
where running can take him before he
started preparing for the fall.

Before officially starting his senior
cross country season at Novi, Gupta
traveled to Eugene, Oregon, with a
group of his Wildcats teammates — in-
cluding junior co-captain Griffin Con-
way and graduated senior Miles Brown
— to run in the 4x800-meter champion-
ship relay and the 1600-meter sprint
medley relay at The Outdoor Nationals.

Finishing in the top 10 in each of
those races, Gupta remembers feeling
the weight of the preparation, the
nerves he had to deal with in his first in-
troduction to the national stage, a stage
he felt he should be on.

Sitting in Novi's tent, warming up for
the Lamplighter Invite at Ford Field in
Livonia — his first cross country race of
his senior season — Gupta viewed the
team as his. It's his turn to lead his
teammates to do what leaders like
Brown and Matthew Gustitus helped
him accomplish in the past.

“There’'s no cushion to fall back on
anymore,” Gupta said. “All the decisions
are either going to fall on me or Griffin in

The first flight of varsity boys runners pass by a light on Ford Field in Livonia.

terms of our team success. We're just
going to have to fill bigger shoes than we
already filled before.

The shoes are pretty large

In 2020, the Wildcats finished their
season with a fourth-place finish at the
Division 1 cross country state meet,
placing three runners in the top 50, in-

cluding Gupta, who ran a 15:46.63.
Novi head boys cross country coach
Brad Moore knows the talent Novi lost
heading into 2021. But he also sees a
group, led by captains Gupta, Conway,
Jimmy Schafer and Seth Wood, that

See QUEST, Page 4B
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Five
questions
ahead of
Week 1

Colin Gay Hometownlife cor
Y NETWORK - MICHIGAN

OOTBAL

As the Michigan high school foot
ball season begins Thursday, there are
many storylines to watch from Home
town Life-area teams in 2021.

Here are five questions that Week 1
of the football season could start to
solve

Will South Lyon win the Lakes
Valley Conference?

This isn't a question that will be fi-
nalized in Week 1. But South Lyon feels
like if it beats Walled Lake Western in
the first game of the 2021season, it will
be in the driver's seat for a Lakes Valley
Conference title.

Since the league's inception in 2017,
the Lions, the Warriors and Lakeland
have been the top-tier teams, consis-
tently finishing in the top four of the
league all but once: a last-place finish
by South Lyon in 2017.

Even before the season begins,
South Lyon seems to be in the driver's
seat, bringing back eight starters on
each side of the ball, including senior
wide receiver and defensive back
Quinn Fracassi — a ball-catcher head
coach Jeff Henson feels can go up

See FIVE, Page 3B

How area
teams will do
this season

Colin Gay Hometown!'ife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The high school football season is
upon us.

Before season officially kicks off
Aug. 26, here's a look at how Home-
town Life’s area teams should finish
over the course of the 2021 season
(predicted records in parenthesis).

KLAA East

Livonia Churchill (7-2, 5-2 in con
ference play)

Livonia Franklin (6-3, 4-3 in confer
ence play)

Livonia Stevenson (4-5, 3-4 in con-
ference play)

See TEAMS, Page 2B

New-look Novi football unites over changes in playbook

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Jim Sparks entered his first fall camp
as Novi football’s head coach as the new
guy, the one trying to fit in.

But he’s also the one completely
changing everything, throwing a new
offensive and defensive playbook at the

players after spending 19 years as the
head coach at Clawson. While the out-
come remains the same - the simple
goal of scoring more points than an op-
ponent - Sparks chooses a different way
to do it.

In his first practices at Novi, that
change hasn't been stressful. It's actu-
ally been refreshing.

B L0 L

Rk

“For 20 years, we ran the same of
fense where 1 was at. The kids would
show up each year with the same bad
habit they ended with the year before,”
Sparks said. “Here, everybody started
with a clean slate.

“The first time 1 teach Tommy Phi
mister, the first time I teach Noah Fitz
gerald, even if they are on different ends

SWNST RSN Pl r ATt
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of the spectrum in terms of size and the
position they play, they both start from
ground zero. Neither one of them knew
the terminology, neither one of them
knew the footwork. It's been great to
start with a whole new group ... with no
knowledge of what we are doing.”

See NOVI, Page 7B
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Hometown Life’s top 10
high school football teams

Colin Gay Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Week 1is finally upon us.

Teams across the area are preparing
for the first game of the 2021 season, set
ting their sights on a playoff run starting
at the end of October.

Here's a look at where Hometown
Life’'s teams stack up before the first
snaps of the season.

1. Detroit Catholic Central

A roster filled with juniors in 2020
came within 14 points of the Shamrocks’
first regional title since 2017. Now with a
roster filled with senior returners, in-
cluding the starting quarterback and
the front seven of adefense that allowed
101 points all season, expectations are
for CC to not only make the regional fi-
nal, but possibly exceed it.

2. Livonia Churchill

This is the season the Chargers have
been waiting for. With five returners on
offense and six returners on defense —
many of which are heading into their
third season starting on varsity — Chur-
chill has the experience of playing big
games late in the postseason. Add sen-
ior quarterback Taj Williams, who
transferred back to the Chargers after
playing his junior season in Georgia, to
the mix and you have a contender in the
KLAA East.

3. South Lyon

The only thing seemingly stopping
South Lyon's momentum in 2020 was
the COVID-19 pandemic, forcing a for-
feit in the district final against North
Farmington. Now with eight starters
back on both sides of the ball, expecta-
tions are high for the Lions. Watch out
for a Week 1 matchup against Walled
Lake Western that could decide the
Lakes Valley Conference.

4. North Farmington

North Farmington continued to make
strides in 2020, finishing with seven
wins and its deepest playoff run in 1978.
Losing offensive weapons like quarter-
back Jacob Bousamra and running back
Justin Whitehorn, the Raiders have a
team to build around returning skill
players Tike senior Aaron Rice and de-
fensive back Jasper Beeler, facing what
could be an extremely difficult OAA
White schedule.

5. Canton
In 2020, Canton recorded its first un-

defeated regular season in 10 years,
earned playoff wins against Wayne Me-

morial and Livonia Stevenson, before
being stopped in its tracks by KLAA
East foe Belleville. Returning six play-
ers on each side of the ball, including
senior running back Zack Badger and
senior lineman Giulian Bodiu, Canton
looks to lead the West for the second-
straight season.

6. Lakeland

The Eagles continued their string of
success in 2020, earning their fourth-
straight seven-win season, while
earning their third trip to the district fi-
nal in that timespan. With a new head
coach in James Calhoun, Lakeland will
look to compete for a Lakes Valley Con-
ference title in 2021 with returning
quarterback Tate Farquhar and right
guard and defensive lineman Dillon
Gacki.

7. Livonia Franklin

One season after finishing fourth in
the KLAA East with experienced line-
men and inexperienced skill players,
Franklin's flipping the script in 2021.
The Patriots’ experience comes from
its skill guys: quarterback Zac Olesuk,
wide receiver Brandon Reiten, running
back Cordel Mabins and safety Gary
Morris. If it develops an offensive and
defensive line, Franklin will be a team
to watch in the KLAA East.

8. Brother Rice

Brother Rice has been extremely
consistent over the past five seasons,
never losing more than four games,
but lesing in each of its four district fi-
nals appearances. While the Warriors
have talent returning, including senior
linebacker Jackson Minelli, junior run-
ning back Nolan Ray and senior wide
receiver Cole Lacanaria, their schedule
could prove to be too much for them in
2021

9. Farmington

After a forgettable 2020 season, the
Falcons are looking to turn its trajec-
tory around. With a new coach in Ja-
son Albrecht — the team’s offensive
coordinator under former head coach
Kory Cioroch — Farmington looks to
take advantage of the OAA Blue with
quarterback Dominic Pesci and run-
ning back Jacob Sanders.

10. Northville

In 2020, the Mustangs started their
turnaround, recording their first win-
ning season since 2016 and averaging
24 points per game. Northville, under
head coach Matt Ladach, will return
five players on each side of the ball,
looking to continue that positive tra-
jectory into 2021

Canton junior Zack Badger finds a hole during his three-touchdown night
against Hartland. TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Teams

Continued from Page 18

Westland John Glenn (3-6, 2-5 in
conference play)

Wayne Memorial (1-8, 0-7 in confer:
ence play)

Analysis: While Belleville is slated to
rule at the top of the KLAA East, expect
Livonia Churchill to be near the top, es-
pecially with the experience the Char-
gers have coming back.

Franklin's success depends on its de-
velopment on the offensive and defen-
sive lines, while Stevenson’s success
depends on the development of a young
offense without running back Caden
Woodall

Expect strides from John Glenn,
heading into the second year of head
coach Calvin Griggs’ passing attack, and
Wayne Memorial, but not enough to get
to a winning record.

KLAA West

Canton (6-3, 6-1 in conference play)

Northville (5-4, 4-3 in conference
play)

Novi (4-5, 2-5 in conference play)

Plymouth (3-6, 2-5 in conference
play)

Salem (0-9, 0-7 in conference play)

Analysis: Despite losing most of its
leaders from the 2020 team, Canton is
in a prime position to repeat as KLAA
West champicns, returning enough to
set the team up for success as the group
develops.

Northville, with five returners on
each side of the ball, will continue its
winning ways with the return of its
quarterback and some key skill posi-
tions on each side of the ball. Novi will
show signs of life in its first year under
Jim Sparks, but will have a bit of an ad-
justment period.

Despite a large amount of returners,
Plymouth and Salem will finish at the

WEEK 1 FOOTBALL PICKS

Sports reporter Colin Gay, sports contributor Ben Szilagy and editor Phil Allmen make

their weekly picks, battling against the mighty coin flip to see who finishes with the

best record

b .

Livonia
Churchill

Salem vs. Livonia
Churchill

Livonia
Churckill

Livonia

Churchill Salem

Northville vs. Livonia

Northville
Stevenson

) -

Howell vs. John Glenn Howell

Plymouth vs. Belleville  Belleville

Northville

Howell

Belleville

Livonia
Stevenson

Howell

Northville

Howell

Belleville Belleville

Detroit Catholic Central (C):::\%iltic
vs. Chippewa Valley Central

Detroit
Catholic
Central

Detroit
Catholic
Central

Chippewa
Valley

Walled Lake Western vs.

South Lyon South Lyon

Walled
Walled Lake
South Lyon Western Lake
Western

Lakeland vs. Waterford

Kettering Lakeland

Lakeland

Lakeland Lakeland

North
Farmington

North Farmington vs.
Farmington

North
Farmington

North
Farmington

North
Farmington
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Bloomfield Hills vs.
Berkley

Berkley

Bloomfield
Hills

Bloomfield
Hills

Bloomfield
Hills
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

Kensington Lakes Activities
Association

Canton vs. Dearborn Fordson; 4 p.m_,
Aug. 26 at Wayne State University
Livonia Churchill at Salem; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 26

Livonia Franklin at Hartland; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 26

Wayne Memorial at Novi; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 26

Westland John Glenn at Howell; 7
p.m., Aug. 26

Livonia Stevenson at Northville; 7
p.m., Aug. 27

Plymouth vs. Belleville; 7 p.m., Aug. 27

Catholic High School League

Cranbrook Kingswood vs. Livonia Clar-
enceville; 5 p.m., Aug. 26

Brother Rice at Macomb Dakota;

7 p.m., Aug. 26

Detroit Catholic Central vs. Chippewa

Valley; 7 p.m., Aug. 26 at Wayne State
University

Lakes Valley Conference

Lakeland vs. Waterford Kettering;

7 p.m., Aug. 26

Milford vs. New Boston Huron; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 26

bottom of the division for the second-
straight season.

Catholic High School League

Detroit Catholic Central (8-1, 4-0 in
conference play)

Brother Rice (2-6, 1-3 in conference
play)

Analysis: Both rivals are on opposite
sides of the spectrum. Returning most
of its key pieces from its 2020 regional
final run, Detroit Catholic Central is fa-
vored to win its second-straight Catho-
lic League title.

Brother Rice, while having pieces
back, such as linebacker Jackson Minel-
li, running back Nolan Ray and wide re-
ceiver Cole Lacanaria, will fall victim to
its extremely difficult schedule.

Lakes Valley Conference

South Lyon (9-0, 8-0 in conference)
Lakeland (7-2, 6-2 in conference)

\ 9 ¢

South Lyon at Walled Lake Western,;

7 p.m., Aug. 26

South Lyon East vs. Walled Lake North-
ern; 7 p.m., Aug. 26

Oakland Activities Association

Seaholm vs. Byron Center; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 26

Groves at Dexter; 4 p.m., Aug. 27 at
Wayne State University

North Farmington vs. Farmington;
7 p.m., Aug. 27

Bloomfield Hills vs. Berkley; 7 p.m.,
Aug. 27

Independent

Detroit Country Day vs. Garden City;
7 p.m., Aug. 26

Western Wayne Athletic
Conference

Redford Thurston at North Branch;

7 p.m., Aug. 27

Redford Union vs. Pewamo-Westphalia;
7 p.m., Aug. 27

Michigan Independent Athletic
Conference

Lutheran Westland vs. Waterford Our
Lady of the Lakes; 7 p.m., Aug. 27

South Lyon East (534, 5-3.in confer-
dnce) : v

Milford (2-6, 2-5 in conference play)

Analysis: You heard it here first:
South Lyon'’s going to rule. Despite road
matchups against Walled Lake Western
and Lakeland, the Lions are in a prime
position to finish the regular season un-
defeated for the second time in four
years and win the LVC.

Lakeland will battle with South Lyon
at the top of the conference, along with
the Warriors, with none of those teams
finishing the season with more than two
losses. South Lyon East is set to remain
consistent from its 2020 season, but
will fail to make that jump to the top tier,
while Milford continues to struggle near
the bottom of the LVC.

Oakland Activities Association
North Farmington (6-3, 4-1 in the

See TEAMS, Page 3B
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against anybody — senior quarterback
Dawson Skupin and senior defensive
back Dakota Blackwell, along with ju-
nior Tommy Donovan, who the Lions
are very high on after only a few games
on varsity a year ago.

The Lions know they can learn a lot
from their Week 1 date, facing a Walled
Lake Western team that's last losing
season was in 2009, and combines a
new coach — former Farmington head
coach Kory Cioroch — and quarterback
Drew Viotto, who holds offers from Syr-
acuse, Bowling Green, Eastern Michi-
gan and Central Michigan.

In 2020, South Lyon and Walled Lake
Western split the season series, with the
Lions ending the Warriors’ year in the
second round of the playoffs. In 2021,
look for this season opener to send a rip-
ple into the outcome of the entire con-
ference at year's end.

South Lyon will face Walled Lake
Western on the road at 7 p.m., Aug. 26.

is Detroit Catholic Central legit?

Expectations for Detroit Catholic
Central are high in 2021. The Shamrocks
bring back their entire front seven on
defense, their starting quarterback and
a slew of offensive playmakers.

Eyes are set on a Division 1 state final
appearance, what would be the Sham-
rocks’ first since 2016. But with a Week 1
matchup against Chippewa Valley at the
Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic, Catholic
Central will find out quickly what it
needs to do to get to that top level.

Before last season’s 3-4 finish, the
Big Reds had a streak of eight straight
winning seasons, winning a Division 1

Teams

Continued from Page 28

OAA White)
Groves (3-6, 3-2 in the OAA White)
Seaholm (2-7, 1-4 in the OAA White)
Farmington (6-3, 6-2 in the OAA

state title against Clarkston in 2018,
capping off an undefeated campaign.

The X-factor for the Shamrocks will
be on the offensive line. The talent is
there, including freshman Kaden Stray
horn — a tackle who already holds offers
from Michigan State, Michigan and Ala-
bama — but the question is simple: will
a wide-eyed, inexperienced line be able
to protect quarterback Declan Byle
when the lights turn on?

If so, the Shamrocks, including Kam
Davenport and Owen Semp on the out-
side at receiver, Mohamed Jaffer at run-
ning back, Sean Field at linebacker lead -
ing a defense that allowed 101 points in
10 games in 2020, could start a run that
leads them deep into November.

Catholic Central will face Chippewa
Valley in the Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic
7 p.m., Aug. 26.

What does an experienced
Livonia Churchill look like?

Livonia Churchill has been building
for 2021, ever since a large group of
sophomores joined the team in 2019 for
an unexpected playoff surge.

After a 1-4 start in 2019, the Chargers
roared back, losing in the regional final
to Walled Lake Western by one touch-
down. The success continued with a 4-2
regular season in 2020, before the Char-
gers lost to Oak Park in the regional final
by one touchdown.

See a pattern?

Now with a roster filled with third-
year varsity starters including wide re-
ceiver Bailey Brooks, running back and
linebacker Boston Clegg Jr. — both hon-
orable mention All-State team members
— wide receiver and defensive back
Joshua Brown and defensive tackle De-
marius Gibson-Wells, the Chargers are
looking to make that next leap into the
state quarterfinals.

Blue)

Bloomfield Hills (4-5, 3-5 in the OAA
Blue)

Analysis: While it is set to face abn-
tal non-conference schedule — Far-
mington, Lake Orion, West Bloomfield
and Traverse City Central — North Far-
mington should not have any trouble
finishing near the top of the OAA White
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Experts Since 1980

Week 1 should not be an issue for
Churchill, facing a Salem team that has
one wininits pasttwo seasons. Butit'sa
good chance for experienced offensive
skill players to get back in sync with
senior quarterback Taj Williams after
spending his junior season in Georgia.

This season-opening  matchup
against the Rocks could be a confidence
booster for a Chargers team that has as
high of expectations as the program has
ever had.

Churchill will take o
road 7 p.m., Aug. 26

. Salem on the

Can Farmington start its
resurgence against rival
North Farmington?

Farmington's 2020 season didn't go
well.

After a 42-31 loss to Groves to open
the season, the Falcons failed to score
more than 15 points in the remainder of
their games, allowing 40 or more points
in four games. Farmington finished with
its first winless season since 2007.

That winless season seems to be an
outlier Since 2009, the Falcons have re
corded eight winning season, including
back-to-back eight-win seasons in
2018-19.

Heading into 2021, with a new head
coach in Jason Albrecht — a former of-
fensive coordinator for the Falcons
Farmington has an opportunity to re-
route its trajectory, especially with re-
turning starting running back Jacob
Sanders and quarterback Dominic Fes
ci, who started for the Falcons at the end
of the year in 2020.

However, Farmington faces a tall task
Week 1. taking on rival North Farming-
ton, a team that ended its season in the
regional final in 2020. Since head coach
Jon Herstein took over the Raiders in
2019 after moving from Harrison, Far-

with its experience at both offensive
and defensive skill positions like Navy
commit Aaron Rice and cornerback Jas-
per Beeler.

An offensive resurgence should help
Farmington, too, in the OAA White, led
by a second year with running back Ja-
cob Sanders and a full season of quar
terback Dominic Pesci. Seaholm lost a
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What will Livonia Stevenson's
offense look like without
Caden Woodall?

Stevenson ffen 1achine
in 2020. Despite a 4-4 record I
its four games by ombined 15 points

the Spartans averaged 37.5 points per

game, scoring 40 or more points in five
games including each of their four

WIS

Much of that had to do with the suc
cess of running back Caden Woodall
who broke the school's le-season
rushing record witt )38 yards on 18
carries, scoring 34 touchdowns on the
ground, while also throwing a toucl
down.

Woodall graduated, leaving to play
football at Harvard and left a big hole in
the Spartans offense

As practice began, Stevenson head
coach Randy Micallef said he expects
more of a balanced look, utilizing re
turning quarterback Kyle Brown and
linebacker-turned-running back Quin
cy Salter more in equal fashion instead
of “just one running back,” helped by
two offensive line starters in senior two
year starter Shaun Shahu and junior
Charles Davidek

The Spartans will get a look at what
their offense can do against a Northville
defense that allowed 25.6 points per
game a season ago, allowing more than
30 points to Canton, Hartland and
Belleville.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin-
Gayl7. Send game results and stats to
Liv-Sports@hometownlife.com.

lot from its 2020 team, which could
prove troublesome, as does Groves.
Look for Bloomfield Hills to take a step
up and earn its first winning regular sea-
son since 2017

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin
GayI7.
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an hang with the best of them.

‘We’'re not as deep as we used to be,

but we'll be pretty good,” Moore said.
The guys are excited. They think they
can do pretty well out there.

Ten practices into the season, Moore
doesn’t have many performance expec-
tations for his team's first meet. He
wants to see the group build its founda-
tion, setting the tone for what's to come
later on.

Gupta and Conway did just that to
start Novi's season

Gupta finished first overall, recording
a 16:50.2 — a 5.25 mile pace — while
Conway finished a step behind in sec
ond, finishing with a 16:51.3, while the
team finished third overall.

As he begins his junior season, Con-
way wants to be consistent, following in
the footsteps of Brown and perfecting
every small thing: from workouts to re-
covery, from his personal mindset to
making cross country a team sport.

“I feel more responsible,” Conway
said. “It's a different change because |
felt really young with a bunch of seniors
and stuff. Now, I'm like up there. I'm old-
er, so | care what they taught me to the
rest of the team. I feel I have a lot of re-
sponsibility, which is a good feeling.”

Conway and Gupta both want to lead
Novi back to the state finals in 2021,
feeding off the momentum from 2020.
But their path became a bit more diffi-
cult, returning to Region 6 after a year in
Region 8, leading to a matchup against
teams like Northville, Plymouth and Sa-
lem at Willow Metro Park in New Bos-
ton.

But Conway isn't bombarded with ex-
pectations left by Brown, Gustitus and
Gupta. He's excited to see what this
team can do when given the chance to
do the same thing.

“It's a challenge, but it's a good chal-
lenge,” Conway said. “Not making it big
like, ‘Oh, we're going to win the state
meet.” Have fun with it, stay consistent
and see what we can do.”

Northville focuses
on accountability

Northville has a reputation to uphold.

The Mustangs come into 2021 having
finished top 10 in the state meet in 12 of

Leaf

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
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Novi varsity cross country runners Griffin Conway, above at left, and Mohir

Gupta, above at right. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

the past 13 seasons, last winning a state
title in 2013 and finishing runner-up in
2017. In 2020, Northville finished sev-
enth in the Division 1 state meet, led by
Jennie Line, who finished the race in
18:31.65.

Year after year, head coach Nancy
Smith isn’t looking to rebuild, but rekin-
dle that legacy no matter how many
newcomers she has on her roster.

“Our team is young. We're young, but
we have a good path right now,” Smith
said. “I think it's one of the hardest-
working groups we've had in years.
They are all encouraging, motivating.”

Assistant coach Erin Baker feels it all
stemmed from a classroom talk the
team had about goal setting, rallying
around the idea of accountability at all
times; in practice, in races, everywhere.

“You hold each other accountable
and the other goals fall into place,” Bak-
er said.

Northville showed that potential in
the very first race of the season.

At the Lamplighter Invite — without
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Line, who was sidelined the Mus-
tangs finished second to Brighton, plac-
ing four in the top 11 of the second heat:
sophomore Ella Christensen, who fin-
ished 80th at the state meet as a fresh-
man, in sixth with a 20:23.9; freshman
Cassie Garcia opening her high school
career with an eighth-place finish in
20:26.3; senior Gina Couyoumjian in
10th with a 20:34.1; and sophomore Lily
Connors in lith with a 20:36.8.

In Northville’s top-seven at the in-
vite, three — Garcia, Maya Labonte and
Rose Gregory — are freshmen.

“Our underclassmen have set the
tone,” Baker said. “They want to com-
pete every practice, they want to be in
that top seven.

“We groom them during the summer,
ability wise, and they are all fighting to
get in that top group. It's a big deal to
them, and that’'s what you want. You
want that friendly competition with
your team. We just hope that shows up
on race day, what we see in practice.”

Line’s season didn’t begin at the

Lamplighter Invite. But she knows the
legacy Baker and Smith expect

No matter the members of the team,
the goal for her senior season remains
the same

“Our biggest goal as a team is to get

back up there,” Line said.

Northville boys
finish first at invite

Northville’s boys team finished first
in the Lamplighter Invite, scoring 41
points with four top-10 finishers, includ
ing a third-place finish by sophomore
Brendan Herger.

Junior Brady Herron (17:08.12) and
junior Brandon Latta (17:16.6) both
state scorers for the Mustangs last year

finished sixth and 10th, respectively,
while freshman Ethan Powell finished
eighth with a 17:10.6.

Salem’s boys cross country team fin
ished third with three top-15 finishes,
including a fifth-place finish by senior
Luke Nelson (17:07.9).

Salem junior Isabell Kulick finished
first in the varsity girls race, starting the
season with a19:19.8, a 6:13 mile pace.

As a sophomore, Kulick finished as
the third scorer when the Rocks finished
third at the 2020 Division 1 state meet,
finishing her race in 20:17.75.

South Lyon East sophomore Liliane
Aittama finished second behind Kulick
with a 19:44.8.

Coming off a season in which four of
South Lyon East'’s returning five scorers
from the state meet were underclass
men, girls cross country head coach Da-
vid Testa, who's team finished sixth in
the second heat, said practices have tak-
en a step up as a byproduct of what the
team accomplished last year.

“We don't go into practice saying ‘If
you want to break 20, here’s the stuff
that you need to be doing,” Testa said.
“It’s just like, ‘'We know what we want to
do. Are we going to train and practice
that way?’ And I think our training is el-
evated and we have taken some big
steps forward from this summer than
we did a summer ago.” A

Canton finished third in the second
heat, led by sophomore Cara Newman
(20:30.3) in ninth. Salem finished
fourth and Novi finished seventh in the
eight-team heat.

Contact reporter Colin Gay at
cgay@hometownlife.com or 248-330-
6710. Follow him on Twitter @Colin
Gayl7.
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Circle these football games on your calendar

Livonia + /
Churchill
Charger
Boston Clegg
heads upfield
on Oct. 16,
2020 against
Stevenson.
METOWNL

M [

Obituaries

Barry Bertrand Danks

Mr. Barry Bertrand
Danks, 72 of Atlanta,
Michigan died suddenly
at his home on August
11, 2021. He was born
in Alpena, Michigan on
May 4, 1949 to the late,
John “Bert” Danks and
Lois (Klein) Weborg. He
married his wife, Connie
(O’Neil) Danks on June
21, 1969 and together the
couple celebrated 52 years of marriage before his
passing. Barry lived in Highland for 35 years before
moving back to Atlanta after his retirement from
General Motors where he worked as an engineer
technician for 30 years. He coached football in the
late 1980’s and soccer in the early 1990’s at Milford
High School. He was also president of Jaycees
and president of the Highland Fire Department
where he worked as a volunteer. While living in
Atlanta, Barry was a member of the Masons and
served on the Montmorency County Board of
Commissioners in the late 2000’s. He was a mem-
ber of the National Wild Turkey Federation and
the Fraternal Order of Eagles in Comins. Barry
enjoyed a variety of hobbies including mechanics,
woodworking, traveling in his RV, trips to the
casino, sailing, hunting at the Spring blind, and
assisting with the family’s maple syrup operation.
What he most enjoyed was the time he spent with
his family. He will be deeply missed.

Barry is survived by his loving wife, Connie
Danks of Atlanta; daughter, Kristen (Darren)
Ambrosiewicz of Milford; Brandon (Kim) Danks
of Rockford; grandchildren, Nathan, Sophia, Em
ily, and Zachary; brother, Robin (Jane) Danks
of Chesterfield Township; sister, Julie Gow of
Atlanta; numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
and cousins.

A memorial service will be held in celebration
of Barry’s life at 11:00 AM on Friday, August 2’
2021 at Green Funeral Home, Atlanta. Visitation
will take place from 10:00 AM until time of service.
In lieu of flowers donations are suggested to the
Masons. There will be luncheon following funeral
services. Arrangements were entrusted to Green
Funeral Home. Condolence messages may be sent
via our website at www.greenfuneralhomes.com

Marjorie Louise Lyon

LAKE ORION - Marjo-
rie Louise Lyon, of Lake
Orion, passed away on
Sunday, August 15, 2021
at the age of 83. She was [
predeceased by her par-
ents, Lucius and Gladys
Lyon, longtime resi-
dents of Highland and
Milford, MI. Marjorie is §
survived by her two sis-
ters, Janet(Roger) Holm "
of Clarkston, M1 and Phyllis(Roger) Wiechmann
of Florence, SC, as wel] as three nephews and
three nieces. ‘

Marjorie was born on June 14 (Flag Day), 1938.
She grew up in Highland, MI and was a member
of Milford United Methodist Church during her
younger years and Waterford Trinity United Meth
odist Church at the time of her death. She attended
Milford High School and was first-chair trom
bonist in the school band. Marjorie was also an
avid bowler and ardent fan of the Detroit Tigers.

Marjorie enjoyed music and often sang and
played hymns throughout her life. Her sisters
suggest that friends, who wish to honor her, sing
or play one of their own favorite hymns and dedi
cate it to her memory. In lieu of flowers memorial

ontributions may be made to The Arc of Oakland
County, 1641 W. Big Beaver Road, Troy, M1 48084.

A Graveside Service will be held on Saturday
August 28,2021 at 11 AM at West Highland Cem
etery, 977 S. Hickory Ridge Road, Highland, Mich
igan. The Rev. Michael Perez, Jr. to officiate

Frank H. Yuhas

LYONS, CO - On August 13,2021, Frank H. Yuhas %
peacefully passed away in Lyons, Colorado at his
loving daughter Susie’s home. Frank was born on
August 13, 1932 in Ida, Michigan to John G. and s
Anna (née Suich) Yuhas. He was stationed on the
USS Baltimore (CA-68) during his proud service in
the United States Navy from 1951-1955. On March [
12, 1968, he married the love of his life, Masako &
Uema, and remained dedicated to her for 52 years
until her passing on September 2, 2020.

Frank was very hard working and spent his life
making the best of every situation he was given.
Emphasizing the importance he placed on education, he received a Veter-
ans Diploma from Western High School in Detroit. Throughout his life,
he was a wonderful husband and father who raised his family in Taylor.
After embracing a variety of career opportunities, he eventually retired as
a purchasing agent for Oakwood Hospital and later established residency
in Northville with his wife.

Outside of work, Frank liked to keep busy with a wide variety of hobbies
while still always finding the time to be a supportive member of his family.
He enjoyed hunting and fishing, putzing in the garage, going to the casino,
and watching nature programs on television. He was a great pinochle player
who never let his competitiveness outweigh his good sportsmanship and
genuine love of the game. In his younger years ne also took part in several
bowling leagues and continued to play even as the games became virtual
over Wii, something his wife coined “invisible bowling”. Frank was full of
unconditional love for his family. He could always be counted on by his
daughters to drive them to the mall or the movies when they were young,
and when they got older, he was just as happy to drive them home from col-
lege over the weekends. Not a day went by where Frank was not committed
to being an incredibly loving and dedicated husband, father, grandfather,
brother, and friend.

Frank is survived by his daughters Kiki (John) Kargilis and Susie (Her-
bert) Els; his brother Steve Yuhas; and his grandchildren, Samantha, Daniel,
Chloé, and Emi. He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, and his
siblings, John, Joe, Mary, Ann, Betty, Helen, Grace, Andy, Louie, and his
twin brother Jim.

A funeral service was held Sunday, August 22, 2021 at Casterline Funeral
Home in Northville, Mr. Yuhas was laid to rest with his beloved wife at Great
Lakes National Cemetery in Holly.

Memorial contributions would be appreciated to Blue Star Families, PO
Box 230637, Encinitas, CA 92023.
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Colin Gay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

A high school football
season is not defined by
one win or one loss. But
one game can tell you a lot
about a group and what it
will do for the rest of the
season.

As practices rage on
and the regular season
schedule comes closer,
here’s a look at a few de-
finitive games ahead for
Hometown Life area
teams in 2021

Detroit Catholic
Central vs. Davison

Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral’'s last meeting with
Davison is one of the
Shamrocks’ driving
forces heading into the
202] season.

Coming into the 2020
regional final undefeated,
Catholic Central could
not find a way to move the
ball against a Cardinals
defense that allowed
three touchdowns only
once before the Division 1
state finals. The overall
view among the Sham-
rocks is that only a few
correctable mistakes sep-
arated them and a region-
al title.

In the second game of
the 2021 season, Catholic
Central will have a
chance at revenge, bring-
ing back many of its of-
fensive skill players along
with the majority of its
defensive front seven to
face the Cardinals, which
have made the state finals
in each of the past two
seasons.

Catholic Central will
host Davison 7 p.m.,
Sept. 3.

Seaholm vs. Groves

Over the past two sea-
sons, this rivalry between
Birmingham'’s two public
schools has really heated
up.

It was a rivalry Groves
once dominated, beating
Seaholm all six times be-
tween 2014-18. But after
the Falcons won their
seventh straight against
the Maples in 2019, Sea-
holm woke up, blasting
Groves, 42-7 in the dis-
trict final.

The two schools split
its matchups again in
2020 with Groves taking
the nine-point victory in
the second round of the
postseason.

As Groves looks to
continue the consistency
it's had over the past
eight seasons - other
than an ineligibility issue
prematurely ending the
Falcons season and lead-
ing to forfeited games in
2020 - and Seaholm con-
tinues its rise to being
competitive in the OAA
over the past three sea-
sons, this rivalry game
usually shows where
each team is at overall.

Seaholm will host
Groves 7 p.m., Sept. 17.

Livopia Franklin vs.
Westland John Glenn

John Glenn showed up
against Livonia Franklin
in 2020.

Holding onto a 31-13
third-quarter lead, the
Rockets’ offense came
alive, scoring three
touchdowns in the final
quarter-and-a-half  to
earn its first win of the
season. With a pass-first
head coach Calvin Griggs
at the helm, John Glenn
threw for 248 yards with
four touchdown passes
against the Patriots of
fense

Franklin will know
what to expect Sept. 24.
The Patriots are bringing

See GAMES, Page 78
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Continued from Page 6B

back an experienced secondary, hoping
to improve the overall defense after al-
lowing 30.7 points per game a season
ago: the worst in program history.

John Glenn will also know what to
expect. Despite losing senior quarter-
back Aaron Rieskamp, sophomore
quarterback Nick Wetmore stepped up
against Stevenson in the playoffs,
throwing a pair of touchdowns and an
interception with 153 yards. But whoev-
er is at quarterback against the Patriots
is expected to be the go-to guy, especial-
ly in Griggs’ offense.

Like in 2020, this matchup will be a
prime opportunity for John Glenn and
Franklin to see where their strengths are
and how they adapt to game planning
against their weaknesses.

Livonia Franklin will take on John
Glenn at home 7 p.m., Sept. 24.

South Lyon East vs. Lakeland

Both Lakeland and South Lyon East
are on a quest to get over the hump, but
in different ways.

For Lakeland, that goal doesn’t come
until the playoffs where the team has
advanced to the district finals in three of

Novi

Continued from Page 1B

Sparks plans for the offense to be a
clear shift in 2021, moving from the mid-
line, triple option look - focusing the
run-based offensive look between the
quarterback, full back and running back
- to more of a traditional spread offense.
It's an offense that’s in need of a spark,
having averaged 25 points or less in
each of its past four seasons.

It's an offense senior offensive and
defensive lineman Tommy Phimister
said quarterback Luke Aurilia is respon-
ding well to, saying that his understand-
ing is vital for the whole unit clicking on
all cylinders.

Bu¢ it's been more of an individual
process.

Junior running back and outside
linebacker Cole Shires said the shift has
taken a lot of time, spending time with
individual position groups, learning
routes, blocking schemes and footwork,
later seeing how it all fits together.

These are the intricate details Sparks
feasts on: focusing on stance and where
to place your hands, to the angle of your
spine.

“You never master it, and that’s
what’s so great about this game,” Sparks
said.

Even with six returners on a defense
that allowed just over 24 points per
game in 2020, Sparks said the difficulty
is getting players comfortable with his
terminology and philosophy.

“There’s some techniques that are
different that are taught. That's difficult
for them and difficult for us too because
we're trying to un-coach them to re-
coach them,” Sparks said. “It's not what
they were doing before was wrong. It
was just different.

“The outcome is what we all want.
We just choose a different way to do it.”

This is something Phimister’s had to

Detroit Catholic Central players listen to head coach D
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the last four years. The Eagles, however,
have not won a district championship
since 2008.

For South Lyon East, it's competing
with the big dogs in the Lakes Valley
Conference, finishing third a season ago

Novi quarterback Luke Aurelia winds
up for a pass during practice.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

do before.

The senior offensive and defensive
lineman remembers joining the Wild-
cats three years ago and learn the triple
option under former head coach Jeff
Burnside. This time, as one of the sen-
iors on a roster that has not seen a win-
ning season since 2016, he's seen his
teammates respond well to the change.

“I think everybody comes out here.
with the work ethic of just trying to get
better every day, and I think it's paying
off,” Phimister said. “Compared to the
first day to where we are at now, I think
it's a whole world's difference.”

Sparks knowsiit's not perfect. He also
won't have an idea of where his team is
at until its first scrimmage one week be-
fore the season officially starts Aug. 26.

But it's something challenging that's
uniting the team.

“It's inspiring because every guy's
coming out working, trying their best,
trying to get a starting spot, working
their hardest, making everyone else bet
ter,” Novi junior offensive tackle and de-
fensive end Preston Phimister said
“We're coming out here united, making
a little community.”

Novi opens the 2021 season at home
against Wayne Memorial. Kickoff is set
for 7 p.m., Aug. 26.
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but posting a combined record of 1-24
against Lakeland, South Lyon and
Walled Lake Western since the football
program was established.

Both LVC programs are in new eras
with Jacob Topp taking over the Cou-
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gars and James Calhoun taking over the
Eagles. This Week 7 matchup could give
people a clear picture at where each of
these teams are going heading into the
playoffs.

South Lyon East will take on Lake-
land at home 7 p.m., Oct. 8.

Livonia Stevenson
vs. Livonia Churchill

Last year, the Livonia city title was as
close as close can be. Each of the games
were decided by 11 or less points, with
Churchill, Franklin and Stevenson fin
ishing second, fourth and fifth, respec-
tively, in the KLAA East.

In the final game prior to the KLAA
Crossover to end the regular season,
Churchill's matchup with Stevenson
could very well decides who gets the
city trophy.

Stevenson brings three starters from
each side of the ball back for 2021, but
the Spartans will have an idea of what it
can do with the talent it has by the time
it faces Churchill: a roster filled with
third-year starters, who are hoping to
get past the regional final for the first
time in school history.

Since 2010, 10 of Stevenson and
Churchill’'s matchups have been decid-
ed by two touchdowns or less.

Livonia Stevenson will host Livonia
Churchill 7 p.m., Oct. 15.
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‘the WAY' - a ministry of
Hope Lutheran Church
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Here's How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in
which the numbers will appear by using the numenc clues provided in the boxes
The more numbers you name. the easier it gets to sotve the puzzie!
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STOPPING
PREMIER CROSSWORDY/ By Frank A. Longo STITCHING
ACROSS 55 Cartoon 105 Celebrity chef 9 Forms a 46 Inc., to a Brit 80 Morales of
1 “Still open,” canary Mario bladderlike 47 Was behind “La Linea”
on a sched. 56 Bum with no 107 Riddle's sac around financially 82 Fleur-de- —
4 Poppa flame answer 10 "My stars!” 48 Pixar’s lost 83 Power cord
7 Some swords 58 — Little 112 Not forsaking 11 Bargain clown fish attachments

12 Nero's great- (mouse of 115 Elliptical event 49 Con at large 85 Declined
grandfather kiddie lit) 116 Fragrant 12 Just for 50 Kuwaiti VIP in status

19 Wasn't too 59 Biden's party: Chinese laughs 51 Actor 87 Lap dog
rushed to do Abbr. flower 13 Gradually lost Moss who 89 Bismarck
something 60 Los Angeles 117 Word-of- light co-starred or Pierre

21 Dance with district mouth 14 Libentine guy on “The native
people in a 62 Part of OTOH precepts 15 Very pixel- Bold andthe 91 Freezing
line 64 Riddle, part 4 118 Dig deep dense, as a Beautiful” for 94 Wall St.

22 One-dollar 71 Dress in fine 119 Grappler, TV picture 25 years manipulator
Canadian duds rural-style 16 More, to 53 In proportion 95 Show up
coins 72 Pedro's 120 Gloucester's musicians 57 Wind- 96 German art

23 Of morals shawl peninsula 17 — capita deposited songs

24 In the vicinity 73 Caged bird, 121 Birch-family 18 Simile center loam 97 Actor Ayres

25 One of Capt often tree 20 Old-style 58 Armor pieces 99 “Over the
Kirk's officers 75 “Blue Ribbon" 122 Ordinal shenff's 61 Sch. in Rainbow”

26 Start of a beers number emblem Manhattan composer
riddle 78 Barely suffix 27 Lavinapub 63 With 101- Arlen

29 Like much makes, asa 123 — Plaines 28 Pool hall stick Down, 100 “Maybe ..
folk medicine living 32 Tony winner rubber-soled ask me later”

30 Lubncates 81 Andes beasts DOWN Rivera canvas shoes 101 See

31 Italian “a” 84 Nudge rudely 1 “| Can See 33 Sir of 65 “How cunous” 63-Down

32 Winter 85 "Meh" grades for Miles' Seville 66 Words after 105 Sheep call
hours in 86 Riddle. part 5 band 34 Former “Make love” 106 Flooded (in)
Minr 88 1960s art 2 Scrubbed in senator 67 Cat call 107 Windy blast

35 Ancient moyement atub Loft 68 Dude, 108 Cantina pot
recital halls 90 — chi 3 Get stuck (to) 36 Roadwork slangily 109 Jedi quru

36 Riddle. part 2 92 Peak in the 4 Formal goop 69 Engine speed 110 Daredevil

41 Boxer Oscar “Odyssey” rulings 37 “— 3 Lives” stats Knievel
— Hoya 93 End of the 5 "— and the (1952 memoir) 70 “You betcha!” 111 French

44 — -mo replay riddle Night Visitors® 38 Ascended 74 Mao — -tung “to be”

45 Kiev's 98 Letters after 6 ‘Take 39 Declaimed 75 British coins 112 Tone —
country upsilons this out” 40 Organic 76 Forewarn ("Wild Thing”

46 Riddle, part 3 102 Sci-fi visitors mark fertilizer 77 Hip-hop rapper)

52 X Games 103 Prefix with 7 Custard-filled 42 Prefix for devotees, in 113 Man-mouse
broadcaster plunk pastry “outer” old slang linkup

54 Playwright 104 Presque 8 Dognamed 43 Fillanest in 79 Etta of oid 114 Bark
Chekhov Isle’s lake Fifi, maybe a way comics sharply
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Can you find all the warda hidden In the grid? Read backwarda os forwarda, up of down, even
diagonaily. The words will always be in a stiaght line, Croas them off the st as you find tham.
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Back to School: Good Part Time Jobs for College Students

These 8 jobs can help
you earn money while
you study

By ZipRecruiter.com

Being a college student is hard work. It
involves balancing the needs of attend-
ing classes, studying for tests, writing
papers, working on group projects, and
more. When you add extra-curricular
activities and socializing (yes, it's an im-
portant part of the college experience),
there isn't much time left over to work.
Whether you see it as a pro or a con, the
reality is that close to half of undergradu-
ate students have part-time jobs.

What are the best part-time jobs for
college students?

Opportunities that offer flexible sched-
ules and a chance to learn applicable
real-world skills can be beneficial to stu-
dents while in school and set them up for
success after graduation.

There is no such thing as a one-size-
fits-all answer when it comes to the best
part-time jobs for college students. Many
prefer positions that allow them to have
flexible schedules that can change as
their time requirements shift each se-
mester or to allow them to go home on
weekends or holiday breaks. For some,
good part-time jobs for college students
are those where they can gain skills and
experience working in a field they intend
to pursue after school. Others are most
interested in making the most money
they can with the limited time they have.
Whatever your reason, there are jobs to
be found. Here are some of the best part-
time jobs for students:

L Tutor
Help students improve their under-

standing of class materi-
al, assist with homework,
and work to develop
positive study habits.
Depending on the role,
tutors can work with
a group of students or
provide private sessions
for one-on-one assis-
tance. A tutor can work
with students of any age
and may address several
subjects or only focus on
one. Some tutors travel
to students’ homes, offer
services from a tutoring
center, or work virtu-
ally through an online
platform. Tutors may be
expected to provide reports and com-
municate with parents on their student’s
progress.

Average pay: $14-$21 per hour
2. Receptionist

Work in an office performing clerical
and administrative functions, greeting
guests, answering phones, managing
appointment calendars, and performing
data entry. Qualifications for a recep-
tionist could include good organization
and communication skills, the ability to
multitask, attention to detail, customer
service skills, and basic computer skills.

Average pay: $11 - $15 per hour
3. Nanny

Assist parents with the day-to-day
work of caring and raising children.
Nannies are responsible for childrens’
well-being and must be supportive of
their emotional needs as well as prepar-
ing meals, dressing and bathing, arrang-
ing playdates, accompanying children to
activities, and helping with schoolwork.
Depending on the role, hours could be

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

during the day, early in the morning, or
into the evening until children go to bed.
Many nanny job listings have safety re-
quirements, such as completing a basic
CPR and first aid course, and may ask you
to pass a background check or be finger-
printed.

Average pay: $11 — $17 per hour
4.Driver

Responsible for transporting passen-
gers or cargo from one location to an-
other. Qualifications include a driver's
license and clean driving record. For op-
erating large vehicles, drivers may need a
commercial drivers license (CDL).

Average pay: $9 — $15 per hour
5. Administrator

Conduct day-to-day administrative
needs of a company or department with-
in a business. Duties vary by organiza-
tion but can range from answering phone
calls and greeting guests to allocating as-
signments and training new employees.
Roles may also require skills in note-tak-
ing, bookkeeping, data management, and

various other computer skills.

Average pay: $10 — $14 per hour
6. Caregiver

Provide in-home support such as being
a companion, housekeeping, providing
assistance with basic needs, cooking,
driving clients to appointments, and pro-
viding mobility assistance. Qualifications
and skills for a caregiver could include a
drivers license, access to a car, empathy,
people skills, time management exper-
tise, and the ability to lift 50+ pounds.

Average pay: $10 - $14 per hour
7. Front Desk

Complete administrative duties in a
company’s front office. This could include
greeting guests, checking emails, and
answering phones. The role requires fre-
quent interaction with people, so strong
customer service and interpersonal skills
are necessary. Time management skills
are also key since front desk jobs require
multitasking. These jobs may alsorequire
the ability to use front office equipment,
such as a computer, multi-line phone,
and copy machine.

Average pay: $10 -
8. Food Server

Work in eateries and sometimes per-
form other dining-related tasks that
may include preparing food, stocking
supplies, busing tables, taking payment,
doing light cleaning, greeting guests, and
answering menu questions. Servers re-
quire the stamina to work on their feet
throughout a shift and excellent cus-
tomer service skills. Food server jobs are
available at sit-down restaurants, fast
food joints, counter-service eateries, and
sports or event arenas. Part of the income
earned in these roles are based on tips, so
making sure customers are satisfied is a
primary responsibility.

Average pay: $9 - $13 per hour

$15 per hour
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a single click.

Upload your resume and apply with

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow.
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to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at
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7 Autos Wanted

\ \' Cemetery Lots
THE JEFFERY COMPANY 4 Lots. Porkview Memorial
BLACKTOP PAVING CONT gA TORS Cemetery - Livonia. $1,000/ea
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Call 714-807 9880
T734-676-5430

5 Rooing & siing JIRGromd

2 dressers
Call W 248-446-6271

FREE °**

DAR ROOFING

Call Don: 517-276 2064
. FREE °*°°

4 chester dressers
Call W9 248-446-8271

Advanced HAW- 3§ for mhﬁuv‘:rap
autos Free towing 7days 734-22) $581

REE ***

Announce

m;

F 4 end tobles
Coll W 248-446-6271

announcements, events. .,

FREE °** QUEEN SIZED »
BEDROOM SET Call W 248 4454271

Highest 338 Paid,
ree friendly towing! ALL scrar

5 specii Notices

FREE °*** SLEEPER COUCN
Coll W 248 1662

metal. _Batferies wonted 100
§ 417 0094

FREE *°*

PUBLIC VEHICLE AUCTION

Two 41! Bookcases

Call W 248-446-627"

Friday September ). 2021 /10 AM

Reo1s Toewing 21340 Telegraph ld

Soulhll.ld Ml MJJ (249) 3566011

Go o "Ross Towing Southfield"

on FACEBOOKI(er a complete list
of Auction Vehicles

ATV's Boafs & Mo!

Wanted Oider Motorcvc'les Used ,
Any Condition., (248)567-9157

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

Great &
Garage Sales
neighborly deals...

. / Garage-Tag Sale

2275 W
Mighland, 48357 Aug 26 9.5 Aua
27: 9-5. Aug 0: 9-3. Furniture. Bur
S1ools. household items, decora-
1lons, wicker baskets

Boshoku America,

Highland, 451 Penlmula Luke Drlvc.
Michigan, 48357 Fri: 10-4, Sot: 10-1,
Antiques, furnifure, househo!d goods.
tools, computer & golf items, books,
puzzles, Dir: Off Milford Road, 2 §
miles north of M-59

Livonia Gorage Sale. Bedroom set
Spc. Vintage linens, home decor.

Canus

new beglnmngs
' Engineering & I

Leod Enaineer :ou?m br Tovota

nc., In

M1 location, Provide direction &
suppor! of feam members, & to
ensure successful product dvipm?
launch. Reas Bach’s deg In
Mechanical Ergg. or equiv combo of
edu & exp, w/ 10 yrs' exp in
production environmen! Exp in
functional leadership as a supv'r &
demonstrated ability w/ UG NX/Catla

to: Stephanie Colombo at
stephanie colomba
tovoto-boshoku.com

A WANTEL vy 558
S. Please send resume w/ sal reamis 3 REY R T b
Yoo Pofes
31 F i

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

HELP WANTED-TRUCK DRIVER

Y7

thelr Novi,

kitchen wore, & much more!

MILFORD
WE’RE LOOKING FOR
HOMETOWN EXPERTS

Check out our new field sales role!

As a Hometown Expe‘rt, you're the local tech

9

Yanfens US Autom-ﬁvn Inferiar
Systems | LLC (“YFAI”): Neovi, MI:
LT Solutions Archllul PLM. Resp
for developing & defining fechnical
architecture for companys Produc!
Litecycle Management (PLM)
‘En'fm hfood cs in (:smrn+ ;
ngineering or Comp. Sc
Westland. St Mot! Rummage Sale exp in lne 10b offered. Alternat volv
5845 Venoy 4818S Norih of Ford Rd need B S. In Comp Engg. or Comp
826-27 1hur/Fri: 9-5. Sat: 9-1p Sci. + Syrs exo. In the ob offered
Saturday is Bag Sale Day Need outh. fo wark indetinitely in

S. Resumes 10 YFA| Afin
Get results.

Advertise in ‘( Find what yoq want ini Whai
CLASSIFIEDS! | CLASSIFIED! |

w
LIGHT MANUFACTURING

@27-0/20. 10 5. 14112 Auburndale S1.

specialist who brings passion and know-how
to every sale. You'll set your neighbors up with
America’s largest, fastest, and most reliable
5G network, and enjoy amazing rewards like
competitive base salary & incentives,
tuition reimbursement, stock, 401(k)
and so much more!

Livonla, Two Famllr Garage Sale,
38784 Dnnald S1. Michigan. 48154

Thur: 9-4, Fri: 9-4. Sat» 94, -
Dir: Caﬂle Gardens Sybdivision

Growimqg company in New Hudson
has tull time positions available.
Prior manufacturing expenence preferred.,

Looking for responsibie individuals
who take pride i their work. Competitive: salary

in
CLASSIFIED!

and benefits. Interested parties should mait,
email or fax thewr resume or
stop by to fill out an apphcation.

TMObﬂé‘

T:Mobite USA, . s an Equsl Doportunity Employer
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