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Northville Downs development plans renewed

ple to watch and offer opinions.”

An effort by Hunter Pasteur to pur
chase the prime downtown Northville
property currently used by the North
ville Downs harness horse-racing facil
ity and its surrounding parking lots has
regained traction following a two-year
hiatus that was created, in part, by

scheduled date of Sept. 7 so that more
people could participate, according to
Mayor Brian Turnbull.

“Beginning Sept. 1, all city meetings
are required to be in-person, which
would have limited the number of peo-
ple who could participate in the plan-
ning commission discussion,” Turnbull
said. “By moving it to Aug. 30, it can be
delivered virtually, allowing more peo-

The scene is depicted in one of sever
al eye-popping renderings submitted by
Hunter Pasteur Homes and its co-appli
cants — Forbes Company, Toll Brothers
and Oboran — for an Aug. 30 conceptual
presentation before the Northville Plan-
ning Commission.

The Aug. 30 planning commission
meeting — delivered virtually via Zoom
— was moved up from its originally-

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Smiling people walk through a sun-
drenched park adorned with statues de-
picting larger-than-life horses — trib-
utes, it appears, to the animals that
raced on the Northville property back in
the day — as tents in the background

hint at the presence of a festival. See RENEWED, Page 6A

Huron Valley,
South Lyon
schools won’t
require masks

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The buck stops at the health depart-
ment for another pandemic school
year as far as two western Oakland
County school boards are concerned.

In Huron Valley and South Lyon,
district officials are washing their
hands of refereeing between mask and
non-mask champions, the vaccinated
and the unvaccinated. Instead, they
say they are following orders, but not
recommendations, from public health
officials. The result is masking will be
optional for students, not required, ex-
cept on buses.

Reaction from parents is mixed.

During the Aug. 16 Huron Valley
board of education meeting, about two
dozen parents and a few students
spoke out on COVID-19 protocols for
the 2021-22 school year, mostly re-
garding masks in school. Some ques-
tioned the effectiveness of masks in
stopping the virus. A few cried as they
recounted the difficulties, including
headaches, vomiting and emotional
distress, they said their children had
suffered last year as a result of wearing
masks.

Shayna Levin pleaded with the dis-
trict to give families the freedom of
choice so they wouldn't make the
choice to take their children, and mon-
ey, from the district.

“Please don't force my kids to wear a
mask,” she said. “Leave the choice to
mask kids up to their parents.”

Mother Heather Remtema said

Artist Kevin Burdick leans over a scissor lift to paint his mural at Lake and Lafayette in downtown South Lyon on Aug. 5.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Meet Kevin Burdick, the man
behind the South Lyon mural

while she supported those who want-
ed their children to wear masks in
school and hoped that measures

See MASKS, Page 8A
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Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Kevin Burdick's natural art talent
first showed up on the disposable pla
cemats his mother gave him to draw on
in restaurants when he was little.

More than three decades later, he’s
gone a bit bigger and more enduring-
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painting a 16-foot high by 48 feet wide
mural on the brick side of the Grande
Trunke Home store in South Lyon.
Burdick, 36, worked about six hours a
day over the course of the past week,
starting with a grid and ultimately using
about 100 cans of Kobra spray paint to
create a masterpiece that flora, fauna
and area lahdmarks while passing mo-

Volume 152 |

o201

! Sl 2 |

SHOP AT-HOME CONVENIENCE
QUALITY PRODUCTS

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION. b
EVENNEXT DAY A :

AN
g

ey

o GRR=330-0634 -+ ien Eimpire Today.com/nawspapes

Home delivery pricing inside

WVinyl, and IlEminate!

torists honked and waved, and pedestri
ans stopped to talk to the man who
makes the murals.

“Some murals are a statement, some
"aren’t that deep, but some are really sat
isfying to'the soul,” Burdick said. “This
one is ug'there for hitting all the marks

See MURAL, Page 7A
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COVID-19 vaccine
booster shots
available in Novi

Susan Bromley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

COVID-19 vaccines were the hottest ticket in town
in late winter and spring with those hoping to avoid
serious illness and move past the pandemic clamor
ing for the shots.

Months have passed since those most at-risk re-
ceived their shots. With fall quickly approaching and
cases on the rise again, it's time for a booster.

The Oakland County Health Division will admin-
ister booster shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine to
immunocompromised individuals at a series of
drive-thru clinics, including one planned for Y a.m. to
4 p.m., Aug. 27, at the Novi Fire Station at 49375 W. 10
Mile Road. Appointments are recommended, but
walk-ups are welcome. Wear a mask, bring your vac-
cine record and valid photo identification, and leave
your dog at home.

“If you are moderately to severely immunocom-
promised due to a medical condition or you are on
immunosuppressive medications or treatments, you
may receive a third dose of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine
at least 28 days after your second dose,” Oakland
County Health Division Medical Director Dr. Russell
Faust said. “The additional vaccine dose should be
the same as the first two doses you received, but you
do not have to visit the same provider. Individuals
should not receive more than three vaccine doses.”

Individuals who should consider a third dose in-
clude those who have:

e Received an organ or stem cell transplant

e Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency

e Advanced or untreated HIV infection

e Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids
or other drugs that may suppress your immune re-
sponse

People with chronic health conditions should talk
to their healthcare provider about their medical con-
dition to determine if getting an additional dose is
appropriate.

The announcement follows closely on the heels of
one made by federal health officials stating that
booster shots will be available to anyone eight
months after they have received their second dosc of
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.

At this time, there is no booster shot for the John-
son & Johnson vaccine.

The health division will roll out the Pfizer and Mo-
derna boosters to all county residents in late Septem-
ber or early October with guidance from the CDC.

Oakland County's seven-day case average stands
at 164 cases per day or 1,148 new cases per week as of
Aug. 17.

Of the 1,960 new COVID-19 cases in Oakland
County from July 28 to Aug. 10, 17 percent were 18
years old or younger and 23 percent were 19-29 years
old. The data, according to the health department,
underscores the importance of mitigating the spread
of the virus among school-age and college-age stu-
dents, particularly as they head back to classrooms.

The Oakland County Health Division is holding
daily vaccine clinics from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at both
its North Oakland Health Center in Pontiac and
South Oakland Health Center in Southfield in addi-
tion to pop-up clinics in the community.

As of Aug. 13, 70.4% of all eligible (12 and older)
Oakland County residents have been vaccinated
against COVID-19, according to the county.

Visit www.oaklandcountyvaccine.com to locate
the nearest Health Division vaccine clinic.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412.
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Wayne County COVID-19
cases continue to increase

Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases leaped in Michigan in the
week ending Sunday, rising 20.1% as 12,043 cases
were reported. The previous week had 10,029 new
cases of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked 47th among the states where
coronavirus was spreading the fastest on a per-per-
son basis, a USA TODAY Network analysis of Johns
Hopkins University data shows. In the latest week
coronavirus cases in the United States increased
12.7% from the week before, with 1,031,057 cases re-
ported. With 3% of the country's population, Michi-
gan had L17% of the country's cases in the last week.
Across the country, 44 states had more cases in the
latest week than they did in the week before.

Wayne County reported 1,863 cases and 21 deaths
in the latest week. A week earlier, it had reported
1,626 cases and 21 deaths. Throughout the pandemic
it has reported 172,919 cases and 5,250 deaths.

Oakland County reported 1,506 cases and 11 deaths
in the latest week. A week earlier, it had reported
1,363 cases and 1l deaths. Throughout the pandemic
it has reported 124,280 cases and 2,496 deaths.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly outbreaks on a
per-person basis were in Ontonagon, Branch and
Delta counties. Adding the most new cases overall
were Wayne County, with 1,863 cases; Oakland
County, with 1,506 cases; and Macomb County, with
947. Weekly case counts rose in 66 counties from the
previous week. The worst increases from the prior
week's pace were in Wayne, Kent and Oakland coun-
ties.

Michigan ranked 32nd among states in share of
people receiving at least one shot, with 54.7% of its
residents at least partially vaccinated. The national
rate is 60.7%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC data
shows. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, which are

Hearts for Heroes
offers lifeline to
first responders

Emma Stein Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Firefighter George Baker's family has a history of
heart problems. So, when the Farmington Hills Fire
Department offered him a free coronary screening in
December, he took it. By April, 61-year-old Baker was
on the operating table for open-heart surgery.

“I've been under the care of a cardiologist for three
decades, and they never identified this (issue),” Bak-
er said. “And after one test, I knew everything I need
to know. And wheén I got the numbers; 1 was scared.”

Baker's screening showed he had more blockage
and buildup than 98% of people his age. Now, he can
continue to stay active and hike. But, most important
said Baker: He is alive.

The free coronary artery calcium scoring screen-
ings, offered to the Farmington Hills fire and police
departments by Dr. Justin Trivax, are the result of a
partnership with Beaumont Health.

The screening, which often costs about $100 and
is not usually covered by insurance, finds a lot of ab-
normalities that require follow-ups, even in young
and otherwise healthy individuals, Trivax said.

“It’s interesting, we find that the people who you
least expect it do have coronary artery calcification,”
Trivax said. “We're finding incidental things as well,
such as pulmonary nodules. We're finding fatty liver
disease in a lot of police and fireman. This is just a
test that isn’t typical, but it should be.”

The idea to offer free screenings to first responders
came from Trivax's two teenage daughters.

“We started this program with my sister and my
dad, whois obviously a cardiologist,” said 16-year-old

the most used in the United States, require two doses
administered a few weeks apart.

In the week ending Sunday, Michigan reported ad-
ministering another 93,792 vaccine doses, including
45,889 first doses. In the previous week, the state ad-
ministered 78,696 vaccine doses, including 48,830
first doses. In all, Michigan reported it has adminis-
tered 10,065,791 total doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 15 counties, with the
best declines in losco, Ingham and Allegan counties.

In Michigan, 109 people were reported dead of CO-
VID-19 in the week ending Sunday. In the week before
that, 63 people were were reported dead.

A total 0f 1,040,673 people in Michigan have tested
positive for the coronavirus since the pandemic began,
and 21,393 people have died from the disease, Johns
Hopkins University data shows. In the United States
37,709,810 people have tested positive and 628,503
people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins University coronavirus
data, cases and deaths for the Michigan Department
of Corrections and the Federal Correctional Institution
separately from Michigan counties.

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospital data as of
Sunday, Aug. 22.

Likely COVID patients admitted in the state:

e Last week: 1,149

e The week before that: 1,058

e Four weeks ago: 467

Likely COVID patients admitted in the nation:

e Last week: 127,810

e The week before that: 119,267

e Four weeks ago: 65,419

The USA TODAY Network is publishing localized
versions of this story on its news sites across the coun-
try, generated with data from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and the Centers for Disease Control. If you have
questions about the data or the story, contact Mike
Stucka at mstucka@gannett.com.

Firefighter George Bakbr, 61, of Milford, has the
Hearts for Heraes initiative to thank for a screening
that:-may have saved his life. EriC SEALS/DFP

Tessa Trivax. “And we just wanted to make sure that all
the first responders and people who help save lives
have the opportunity to get screened and make sure
that they don't have a heart attack while they're on the
job saving everyone in all our lives.”

The Hearts for Heroes initiative began in December
with three Saturdays where first responders could
schedule their free screenings. The second round be-
gan Aug. 14 and will continue through the next two
weekends.

Trivax conducts the screenings while Tessa and her
younger sister Sienna are working to raise money to
expand the program to other cities. They're evenin the
process of designing merch.

Farmington Hills Fire Chief John Unruh said about
40% of the department has gotten a screening, and
that Baker's story really inspired others to get checked
too, even if they think they're healthy.
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Lyon, Novi lead population boom in
southwestern Oakland County data

Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

Lyon Township de-
serves a star on local cen-
sus maps highlighting
notable population surg-
es.

The Oakland County
community totaled 23,271
residents in the 2020 de-
cennial count, which was
60% more than the town-
ship count in 2010.

“All you need to do is
drive around and you can
see the building boom,”
said Sheri Rogge, a town-
ship resident for about 20
years.

If she had any con-
cerns to air, they would
include the number of
dirt roads and the need
for a bigger Lyon Town-
ship Public Library,
where she serves as a
board trustee.

Otherwise, she loves
being close to the high-
way and recreational fa-
cilities like Kensington
Metropark.

Proximity to the high-
way seemed tied to other
big population spurts in
western Wayne and Oak-
land counties.

According to U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau figures, Novi
grew by 20%; Farming-
ton, by 12%; and Birming-
ham and Canton and Mil-
ford townships, by 9%.

“Growth, over the last
couple decades, has con-
centrated around ex-
pressways — particularly
the 696/96 corridor,” said
Kurt Metzger, a demogra-
pher, business consult-
ant and Pleasant Ridge
mayor. “The location al-
lows for easier commut-
ing.

“Western townships
also offer larger homes
and lots with lower prop-
erty taxes. This works
well for larger families —
and they also have the
choice of very good
school districts.”

Detroit's loss of at
least 10% was more than
Metzger expected, but he
liked seeing the growth in
the “inner ring suburbs”
and “usual exurban win-
ners.”

Novi ‘s 20% increase
surpassed City Manager
Peter Auger's expecta-
tions.

While attaching many
positives to the growth
rate, “one that makes me
most proud — and obvi-
ously the increase in pop-
ulation demonstrates
others feel it, too — is No-
vi's openness and accep-
tance toward people of
various backgrounds and
cultures that work to as-
similate and be a part of
Novi,” he said.

Farmington Mayor Sa-
ra Bowman called the
city’s 12% population
hike a fantastic represen-
tation of the city's en-
couragement of growth.

“It's very sustainable,
the rate that we're at,” she
said, emphasizing that
her city doesn’t have the
room to grow that Brigh-
ton and Howell have. “It's
our diverse and afford-
able housing stock that I
think has always been
something that's just so
beneficial to folks in
terms of looking for new
places to live but also re-
tention.

“We've done a lot of
work over the last 10
years to relax some of our
zoning requirements for
housing so that folks can
move into a house and
then be able to build onto
it so you don't have to go
anywhere else to get that

second floor, to get that
additional bathroom.”

Livonia and Highland
Township were the only
Hometown Life commu-
nities that lost people in
the 10-year, 2010 to 2020
span.

Metzger said Livonia is
governed by its demo-
graphics — with a notice-
able segment being white
and older. He advised
community leaders to fo-
cus on ways to attract
younger families, partic-
ularly non-white house-
holds.

“We expected that we
were going to lose resi-
dents,” Livonia City
Council President Kath-
leen Mcintyre said. “You
can see it in the demo-
graphics of our school-
aged children. We have a
lot of empty nesters in Li-
vonia, and we don’t have
a lot of new housing
stock.

“We're always, always
looking to add residents.
We're always looking for
places where we can add
additional  residential,
where it makes sense and
where it's attractive for a
developer to do so. We are
never, ever resting on our
laurels.”

Livonia Mayor Mau-
reen Miller Brosnan fo-
cused on population
gains made in recent
years.

The U.S. Census Bu-
reau counted about 1,900
more people in 2020 than
it did in 2019.

“So there is growth,”
Brosnan stressed. “We
expect this trend to con-
tinue. As we begin imple-

WRIGHT BEAMER
Attorn

Construction underway of the Lockwood senior
residence facility continues on Pontiac Trail near
Eight Mile Road in Lyon Township.

PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

menting our community-
inspired, resident-driven
Livonia Vision 2}, | know
Livonia will be the place
our children want to
come home to.”

Canton, with 9 percent
growth in the decade,
passed Livonia, making it
the third largest munici-
pality in the county be-
hind Detroit and Dear-
born.

Metzger commended
metro Detroit for follow-
ing a national trend, with
people wanting to live in
metro areas, as opposed
to rural. His research
shows more counties
growing in the tri-county
regionrather than shrink
ing.

To sum up, he said
growing populations lead
to vital communities able
to attract new businesses
and build tax bases that
allow communities to in-
vest in parks and other
amenities.

Contact reporter Su
san Vela at svela@home-
townlife.com or 248-303
8432. Follow her on Twit
ter @susanvela.

For over 25 years. Wrighl Beamert
has been serving clients in:
Business Law e Disputes & Litigation
Estate Planning « Employment Law
Real Estate Transactions
Probate & Trust Administration

Contact our
office to schedule
an appointment
with
Dirk A. Beamer

or one of our
other
experienced
attorneys.
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Stone Temple Pilots will headline Arts,

Brian McCollum Detroit Fre

NETWORK

Pres

DETROIT - Arts, Beats & Eats has
landed the biggest music act in its 23-
year-history, booking Stone Temple Pi-
lots to headline the 2021 festival's open
ing night

The veteran rock band is one of 200-
plus national and local performers an-
nounced for the Labor Day weekend fest
in Royal Oak, officially named Soaring
Eagle Arts, Beats & Eats Presented by
Flagstar Bank.

STP will top a Sept. 3 national stage
lineup that also features Canadian clas-
sic rock band The Guess Who and De-
troit soul-blues mainstay Thornetta Da-
vis

Other main stage performers for the
weekend include pop-rock quartet Ne-
on Trees and Starship Sept. 4, with R&B
singer Bobby Brown and '90s hitmaker

the Gin Blossoms to close the fest Sept.
6. The fest's Sunday headliner hasn't
been set, but the day will include ap-
pearances by country acts Justin Moore
and Frank Ray.

Stone Temple Pilots’ latest lineup
features Michigan-bred Jeff Gutt on vo-
cals, alongside founding members Dean
DeLeo, Robert DeLeo and Eric Kretz.

Gutt — a Marine City native and “X
Factor” alum who performed solo at the
2014 Arts, Beats & Eats — was named
STP lead singer in 2017, following the
deaths of Scott Weiland and Chester
Bennington.

On the local front, AB&E will feature
its typical genre-spanning array of met-
ro Detroit bands and solo acts playing
on seven stages, along with a stage de-
voted to children’s entertainment.

A “Performance Pit” area hosted by
new cannabis sponsor House of Dank
will include an assortment of local acts,

including nighttime DJs presented by
the Movement festival.

At a Wednesday news media event
revealing festivals details, officials said
they have increased payments to local
musicians by 10% one year after
many performed for free as part of
AB&E's virtual event during the pan-
demic.

Arts, Beats & Eat also revealed its
2021 food details, including the 50-plus
restaurants participating in the event.
Newcomers include Mexican cantina
Tequila Blue and fine-dining establish-
ment ImaginATE. Additional eateries
are expected to be named.

The festival previously announced it
is eliminating its longtime ticketing sys-
tem for food and beverages, moving to
pay-as-you-go for concessions.

Beaumont Health has signed as
sponsor of AB&E's juried arts show,
which will feature more than 100 artists

Travel across the ocean to Europe
at Northville’s newest restaurant

David Veselenak Hometownlite com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Flowers? Check. Candy? Check. A
nice restaurant for a date? Check.

Northville residents Alicia and Ryan
Racine can now say they have every-
thing couples need for a nice night out
on the town. The owners of both Adorn
flower shop and Sugar Lu’s candy shop
in downtown Northville recently
opened their newest venture: Toria, a
European-style café serving up brunch
and dinner.

The restaurant, located at 115 E. Main
St., opened its doors Aug. 17. It sports an
intimate feel inside, with seating for just
a few dozen. Dishes have a European
feel to them, with small and large plates
having influences from countries such
as England, Scotland, Ireland and
Greece. Dishes include small plates
such as boxty, crudo and grilled hallou-
mi. Larger plates currently being served
include dishes such as steak and pota-
toes and roast chicken.

“The idea was more of that Euro-
pean-style café, where it's more the café
isn't just a coffee shop,” Ryan Racine
said. "As the menu ideas grew, so did our
needs for what we had in the kitchen.”

It occupies the storefront that for-
merly held Edward’'s Café & Caterer. The
restaurant’s name, for seasoned Anglo-
philes, has an indirect homage to the
former restaurant. Toria was the nick-
name given to Princess Victoria Alexan-
dra Olga Mary, one of King Edward VII's
daughters. Edward VII reigned over
England from 1901 to 1910.

Using a name with a connection to
the former Edward's, Alicia Racine said,
was intentional.

‘We really wanted to play off North-
ville’s heritage and history as a Victo-
rian town. So that was the first concept,”
she said. “From there, we wanted to pay

homage to Edward’'s. So we started
there.”

The space has been in the works
since late last year. It took several
months of renovations to prepare the
restaurant, which also included redoing
the kitchen entirely, Alica Racine said.

“We have a brand-new nice kitchen,
all-new equipment,” she said. “So it's
kind of nice.”

The walls are adorned with Victo-
rian-style paintings, which give the
space a very cozy feel. Add the ambi-
ence of the potted plants outside along a
closed Main Street and Toria feels like a
cozy space in London.

Having Main Street closed as a way to
help local businesses during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has been a blessing for
the Racine’s current shops and kept
them alive.

“Our retail has picked up so much
across the street,” she said. “It's a no-

Toria bartender
Scott Mullen
prepares a Victoria
cocktail at the
Northville bar and
restaurant on Aug.
17. The drink
includes pea-flour
gin, egg white,
lemon simple syrup
and a garnish of
lavender.

JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

brainer for us. Our business has gone
up.”

The restaurant is currently open for
dinner all week and brunch on week-
ends. The hope is to eventually expand
Toria's hours to offer lunch in the fu-
ture as well.

“We do want to be open for lunches
and have that daytime café feel as
well,” Ryan Racine said.

Once they have some more staff and
experience after being open, they hope
to offer a traditional Sunday roast din-
ner as well, a British tradition.

The opening marks the Racine fam-
ily's most-recent connection with the
downtown area, a place they love
deeply.

“We're really committed to being
down here and being a part of the com-
munity,” Alicia Racine said.

For more information, including a
menu, visit torianorthville.com.

Police offer security tips after break-in report

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
A AY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Milford police are offering helpful ad-
vice because of a disturbing attempted
burglary report involving an elderly
woman and a strange man who knocked
on her door.

Still at large, the man went from
wanting to exchange money with the
Commerce Street resident to claiming
he had turn off the power in her home
before entering and apparently rustled
through her belongings.

“First and foremost, I would advocate
each and every citizen, nat only seniors,
to keep their doors and windows locked.
Locks are an effective deterrent,” said
Lt. Scott Tarasiewicz, recommending
deadbolt locks over chain locks since
the latter can be forced open and pro
vide a false sense of security.

Other advice included installing
video doorbells or peepholes, not open-
ing doors to strangers or hinting that
you're alone and asking service people
for identification. If the resident did not
request service, they should call the ser

ice provider and verify the call for ser-
vice

Never let a stranger into your home,”

Tarasiewicz sid. “If someone asks to use
your phone, offer to make the call for
them. if they truly need help or assis
tance, they should be fine with you mak-
ing the call

“Finally, call 911. Do not hesitate. If
you feel uncomfortable with a personon
your property or find a situation suspi-
cious, call 911. A 911 call will be sent di-
rectly to the dispatch center. This is the
most efficient way to get officers to your
location.”

His advice comes following a harrow-
ing July 9 report that could have had a
much worse outcome.

According to the police report, a
Commerce Street resident past her
100th birthday heard pounding on her
door.

She opened the door to find a large
man wearing a neon yellow jacket and
asking if she could provide change for a
$100 bill.

He continued to ask for smaller
amounts of money, including 50 cents,
for the $100 bill while she kept repeating
that she does not keep money in the
home.

When speaking to police, she told
them the man, wearing a mask, then
placed his foot in the door frame, pre-
venting her from closing the door.

He wanted to know if she received
the note he left for her that morning and
she said no. He then said he needed to
shut off her home’s power.

She led him into the house because
she felt intimidated. He turned off the
power to her living room TV and cable
box before going toward the basement.

He apparently was in the basement

for a small while. Without doing any-
thing there, he then returned upstairs
and walked toward the bedrooms.

He left after asking her to sign a pa-
per and telling her he had to call his
boss.

The woman's caretaker arrived to
find the man leaving in a silver truck.
There was a “Jesus fish” sticker on the
tailgate.

The caretaker called police when
she noticed the house had been dis-

‘turbed.

Providing a description of a blond
man with a grey-peppered, scruffy
beard, and a peach-hued face with
flushed cheeks; she showed police the
bedrooms where she noticed a table
flipped over and a chair thrown to the
side.

Cabinet doors were open. Boxes of
checks had been pulled out and exam-
ined.

The man who drove her to the house
said the man in neon yellow entered
the passenger side of the vehicle - per-
haps a 2017 GMC Sierra - that drove
away.

Police called the homeowner’s son,
who had placed a hold on his mother’s
account.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Milford Police Department, 248-
684-1815.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com.

Beats & Eats

and craftsmen working in a variety of
media.

Arts, Beats & Eats admission prices
will jump to $16 and $5 for most of the
weekend — up from $3-$7 in 2019.

Fest-goers can get in free before
5 p.m. on Sept. 3's opening day, which
means early arrivers can catch Stone
Temple Pilots for free that night. Admis-
sion is $10 after 5 p.m. that day.

For the rest of the weekend, admis-
sion is $5 before 3 p.m. and $10 after
that.

Patrons who donate three or more
canned goods at participating Flagstar
Bank locations can receive a coupon for
$5 off admission. The effort is part of
AB&E'’s annual food drive in coordina-
tion with Gleaners Community Food
Bank.

For details, including participating
restaurants, art-show booths and fam-
ily activities, go to artsbeatseats.com.

Rabid bat
found in
Green Oak
backyard

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A rabid bat was recently collected
from a Green Oak Township backyard,
according to the Livingston County
Health Department.

The health department announced
Thursday it is the first identified case
of rabies in a Livingston County ani-
mal this year. The last time an animal
tested positive for rabies in the county
was September 2020.

“Stay away from wildlife,” Lindsay
Gestro, county emergency prepared
ness coordinator, said. “People want to
help them and you see them injured in
your yard or on the side of the road and
you have good intentions, but the risk
of exposure is great.”

Wild animals are more active at this
time of year, increasing the possibility
of human exposure to rabies, a viral
disease of mammals transmitted
through the bite, saliva or scratch of an
infected animal.

The county said the bat was found
at a residence with a South Lyon mail-
ing address, but officials declined to
provide any more specifics. Eastern
Green Oak Township is the only Liv-
ingston County area within South Ly-
on’s 48178 zip code.

Gestro said a rabid animal does not
show symptoms of the disease until it
is too far gone. Humans must get treat-
ment immediately if they have been
exposed to a possibly rabid animal.

“Exposures can take place in a va-
riety of settings, including when bats
are found in the bedroom of a sleeping
person or a child cormes into contact
with an infected animal,” Gestro said.
“It is important to seek medical care to
determine the need for post-exposure
treatment. Rabies is fatal to humans if
proper treatment is not received be-
fore symptoms begin.”

Preventive treatment is given to
people who are exposed to a potential-
ly rabid animal, she continued.

If an animal can be tested and the
results are negative for rabies, human
treatment can be avoided.

To protect your family from rabies
follow these tips:

e Leave wild and stray animals
alone, including baby animals. Ani-
mals could be carrying rabies and not
appear sick. Do not try to nurse sick
wildlife or stray animals to health. Re-
port ill wildlife to the Department of
Natural Resourtes. Contact your local
animal control agency with concerns
about stray animals.

e If you are bitten or scratched by an
animal, promptly seek medical care
and notify the county health depart-
ment about the bite.

e If a person may have been asleep
in the same room as a bat, or a young
child or person with an impairment
may have been alone with a bat, safely
confine or collect the bat if possible
and contact the county health depart-
ment to determine if it should be test-
ed for rabies. If the bat escapes or is re-
leased, contact the county health de-
partment to discuss the situation and
determine if treatment of people po-
tentially exposed to the bat is neces-
sary.

More information about rabiescan
be found at michigan.gov/rabies.
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Renewed

Continued from Page 1A

Northville residents’ resistance to the
increased population and traffic density
original plans would have created, and
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Representatives of Hunter Pasteur
hosted a series of feedback-gathering
forums with Northville residents during
the past several months in an effort to
harvest their thoughts on features they
would like to see (and not see) if the
property is ultimately developed,
Northville officials revealed.

“I'm very enthused about what I'm
hearing occurred during the meetings
and forums,” said Turnbull. “And I'm ex
cited about the Aug. 30 conceptual de
sign presentation, as I'm sure many
Northville residents are.”

A planning commission meeting in
2018 that focused on The Downs project
attracted hundreds of people to an audi-
torium inside Hillside Middle School.

The Aug. 30 meeting is a conceptual
presentation only. Hunter Pasteur has
not made a formal submission to the
planning commission and is not re
questing that action be taken at this
time, a notice on the city’s website an-
nounced.

Northville City Council member and
planning commissioner Andrew Krenz
said Planning Commission members
were prohibited from attend:ng the fo-
rums and meetings hosted by Hunter
Pasteur until a formal submission is
made to the planning commission.

“It is a due process matter that pro-
hibits us from reviewing details of the
plan before they are formally submit-
ted,” Krenz said.

Hunter Pasteur's original plan,
named The Downs, was a mixed-use
project that as presented would have
featured approximately 50 single-fam-
ily homes,180 townhomes, 300 multi-
family apartments and more than
18,000 square feet of commercial space.
It was deemed PUD-eligible at the plan-
ning commission's April 16, 2019 meet-
ing — despite marked opposition from
residents.

The project was tabled by the plan-
ning commission in June 2019.

“Essentially, the commissioners
weren't satisfied with (Hunter Pas-
teur’'s) plan,” said then-Northville City
Planner Sally Elmiger. “They were con-

O & EMEDIA

An overhead rendering of the prellmmary plans for the apartment complex

cerned that the plan wasn't unique to
Northville's distinct character. There is
also concern about traffic and the pro-
posed density of the plan, among other
things.”

After enduring pandemic-related de-
lays and reaching out to Northville citi-
zens for more palatable features, Hunter
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VE INSTALL RELAX'

I actually see a formal presentation,”
Krenz said.

A couple of encouraging signs for
people who want to see some form of
development unfold at the decades-old
horse racing venue are that there is still
a desire on the part of the developer to
purchase the property and the owner of
the track and surrounding property still
want to sell.

“Whatever happens, there won't be
shovels digging into dirt for at least a
few more years,” Krenz predicted. “This
is a very deliberate process, which it
should be, because it will have such a
huge impact on downtown Northville
for decades to come.

“We have all seen exciting, large-
scale development plans — for example,
the land that was formerly the home of
the Northville Township psychiatric
hospital — that still haven’t been real-
ized several years later.”

The Aug. 30 virtual planning com-
mission meeting is scheduled to begin
at 7 p.m. People can watch and ask
questions by visiting at www.ci.north-
ville.mi.us. From the home page they
can click on the business tab and then
the Proposed Redevelopment Projects
for further instructions.
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Pasteur is bringing a revised back before
the decision-makers.

From what Krenz has heard from at-
tendees at feedback forums, the devel-
oper's second set of plans for the prop-
erty are more in line with what residents
would prefer.

“Although I won’t know for sure until
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Mural

Continued from Page 1A

— it's fun, I'm getting paid and people
are liking it.”

The mural was completed Tuesday
night with an owl, cardinal and daisies
on one side, a bat, pumpkins, apple
trees and the old South Lyon Hotel on
the other, and in the center, an elaborate
compass featuring the lion and cougar
mascots from both high schools, the
Witches Hat Depot Museum, and Mich-
igan Seamless Tube.

A welcome banner is flawlessly inte-
grated into the mural and the overall ef-
fect of the work is stunning and the talk
of the town, drawing rave reviews from
city council members who have called it
beautiful and iconic, Police Chief Chris
Sovik who said he was “amazed at the
talent this guy can do with a spray can”
and Grande Trunke Owner Susan
Stowe, who commissioned the work to
begin with.

“I'love it,” she said. “I am just so hon-
ored he could do the mural for us and so
excited for the community and the
downtown. I am elated and couldn’t be
happier.”

The birds are her favorite part of the
work and have special significance—
with the own representing a visitor from
heaven; the owl wisdom and inspira-
tion; and the bat rebirth and transition.

Ironically, Stowe was unaware that
she had picked the perfect artist for a
feathered friend obsession when she
started thinking about a mural two
years ago.

With a combination of his name and
his specialization, Burdick said he is
known as “the Bird man.” His largest
artwork is a 70-foot sandhill crane he
painted on a downtown Flint building
two years ago.

“That was scary,” he laughed as he
took a break from painting in sweltering
temperatures last week to talk about his
work. “I love heights, but it was a little
risky.”

The crane was also the artwork that
really started attracting attention to
Burdick and advancing the career of the
2003 Flint Powers grad who had often
heard that art was a side job, not a way
to make a living, and he needed to go to
school for something else.

He worked in a pizza shop in Howell
and took art classes at Mott Community

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Artlst Kevm Burdick spray paints a mural on the southern side of the Grande Trunk building in South Lyon on Aug. 5§
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College before studying animation at
the Art Institute of Pittsburgh in 2008,
but found it was too much computer and
not enough fine art. Around 2010, he
started his own business, Scrapsde-
signs, and for the next six years, gleaned
most of his business from airbrushing
vehicles.

He also was doing live art at music
festivals and other outdoor events and
began dabbling in murals.

“I've always loved spray painting and
graffiti, a forbidden fruit,” he said. “It al-
ways intrigued me and society and the
universe came together and now it’s so
much more accepted than in the 90s
and early 2000s when it was associated
with vandalism. Now people are accept-
ing it as an art form and doing it with
spray paint gives it a more hip vibe.”

His murals really started to take off,
their own form of billboard advertising.
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During the past four years, he lias paint
ed more than 200 murals and is partic-
ularly proud of the work he has done
with the Flint Public Art Project, in
which murals are painted on abandoned
buildings to fight blight and bring color
to the city. Some of his more recent mu-
rals are themed around the Civil Rights
movement, with images of historic fig-
ures including Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Barack Obama figuring prominent-
ly in his work.

In commissioned work, Burdick ac-
knowledges it can be a fine balance with
his own creative instincts as an artist.

With municipal murals, such as
South Lyon's, he draws a rough sketchin
pencil before drawing it on an iPad.
Once approved by city officials, he adds
color to the drawing and gets more ap-
provals for designs.

The painting process itself is short

usually only a week, maybe two-- and
Burdick makes it sound simple, saying
he uses a grid method for scale—going
from 1l-inch squares on his original
drawing to 2-foot by 2-foot squares on
the actual building, “then | just copy
what'’s in the box.”

He never touches a brush, just goes to
town on a wall with cans of spray paint,
about 200 total colors.

But looking at the finished master
piece, in all its brilliant, stunning, awe-
inspiring perfection, nothing seems
simple.

Burdick now moves on to his next as-
signments, more art in Flint, including a
Sept. 11 memorial mural, one in Grand
Blanc, and this winter Miami and a mu-
ral festival in Mexico in January. But he
may return to South Lyon for an encore

To see more of Burdick's work, follow
him on Instagram @kevscrapsl4.
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