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Novi splash pad would honor late meteorologist

Jessica Starr of Fox 2 News died by suicide in 2018

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The family of Jessica Starr has
grieved her loss for nearly three years,
after the Fox 2 News meteorologist took
her own life at age 35 in December 2018.

Now, they are proposing a permanent
tribute to her: a splash pad in Novi.

South Lyon,
Novi 911
dispatcher
keeps calm
in the face of
emergencies

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Charlie Jordan already had some
dispatching experience when he re-
ported for his first shift at Novi Region-
al 911 Center.

He was nervous and barely talked
while absorbing the new policies and
responsibilities that go with dispatch-
ing for the cities of Novi and South
Lyon.

Some days were equally - if not
more - nerve wracking, even for the
trainers and supervisors who were
perfectly familiar with how the job
could deflate the strongest souls be-
cause of the long hours and stressful
situations.

Jordan still remembers a particu-
larly challenging day training on the
police radio.

A 911 call exploded into a huge police
response and search for a shooter at
Twelve Oaks Mall. The media clam-
ored for more information.

“I remember my trainers telling me
before 1 left for home, ‘Please come
back tomorrow,” Jordan said, remi-
niscing about that abnormally busy
day. “There are definitely days that we
go home when we get defeated here.

“But we have a very good support
team. The city’s very good to us. We
just help each other out and make sure

See DISPATCHER, Page 6A
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“We want to memorialize our daugh
ter in a fun and enjoyable place in the
city of Novi,” Carol Starr, Jessica's
mother, told the Novi City Council on
Sept. 27.

Carol spoke lovingly of her daughter,
who at age 5 had watched the “Wizard of
0z” and afterward was terrified of tor-
nadoes. Jessica developed a fascination

If you or someone you
know needs help, call
the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline

24 hours a day at
800-273-8255.

Starr

with the Weather Channel and watched
it nightly, declaring she would be a TV
weatherperson one day. She made good
on the promise, studying climatology at

Michigan State and earning a master's
degree in meteorology at Mississippi
State

She was a meteorologist at Fox 2
News for nine years, and her mother re
called that Jessica was often ap-
proached at stores by fans

“People would think she was a pretty
blonde, but she was a fun-loving, hap-
py-go-lucky, wonderful daughter and

See SPLASH PAD, Page 4A

Behind the scenes of a
m -to-table ecosystem

A worker picks blueberries at Better Way Farms in Grand Junction on Aug. 16. ARPAN LOBO/HOLLAND SENTINEL

Following blueberries from Grand Junction to Northville

Jennifer Timar Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michigan’'s agricultural diversity is
one of its wonders, particularly enjoy-
able in the summer and fall, when it's
time to harvest.

It makes the farm-to-table concept
easier to execute.

However, figuring out the logistics
of locally-sourced food delivery can
still be a struggle for people in Michi

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar

items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

gan who have a passion for making it
easier to get foods fresh from local
farms.

Knowing where her food is coming
from appeals to Ami Freudigman. She
said she likes the concept of purchasing
produce and meat from local farms that
undergo minimal processing before ar-
riving to consumers.

The blueberries that arrived in Freu-
digman’s online grocery delivery order
are the stars of this story»
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They will help illustrate how Michi
gan Farm to Family, a grocery delivery
service based out of Simply Fresh Mar
ket in Genoa Township, delivers on its
farm-to-table mission.

Branch manager Tim Schroeder said
Michigan Farm to Family focuses on
natural products grown on Michigan
farms.

“We focus mainly on high-quality

See FARM TO TABLE, Page 8A
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Teens suspected in Huron Valley Guns break-in

Facebook images of themselves stand-
ing by the vehicle they used to visit Hu-
ron Valley Guns on Grand River Avenue
and bearing weapons taken from the
Portage store.

Detectives contend the suspects had
identified buyers for the stolen weap-
ons. The teens are in custody on con-
ducting criminal enterprises charges.

While no weapons were stolen from
Huron Valley Guns, the breaking and
entering with intent to commit larceny
charge that both teens face from the
Sept. 21 Hudson Valley Guns incident is
a 10-year felony.

“Clearly, these individuals engaged
in a criminal enterprise of breaking into

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

gun stores and selling them into the
criminal underworld,” Sheriff Michael
Bouchard said. “Without question, I be-
lieve these guns ultimately would have
been involved in numerous other crimes
and possibly homicide.”

Sheriff’s detectives alerted other po-
lice agencies throughout the state after
an alarm company tipped them off to
the early morning Huron Valley Guns
break-in.

Portage police contacted them to de-
scribe a similar break-in that happened
in their community a few hours later themselves as gang members. Law en-
that same day. forcers have not caught the third sus-

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office was  pect.
able to identify two of the three sus- svela@hometownlife.com

pects through Facebook posts, based on
their clothing. A Kent County Sheriff’s
analyst, in contact with Portage police,
also discovered a Facebook video of the
suspects posing with the guns stolen
from the Portage store.

Grand Rapids police and a U.S. Mar-
shal's task force began watching a
house known as home for one of the
suspects.

A search warrant was executed Sept.
23 and two of the three suspects were
found in the home. They identified

Two of the three people suspected of
recently breaking into a New Hudson
gun store are in custody, awaiting ar-
raignment on felony breaking and en-
tering charges.

The 19- and 18-year-old teens and
suspected gang members, both of
Grand Rapids, are being housed at the
Kent County Jail, where they are being
accused of breaking into a Portage gun
store where numerous laser-equipped
training pistols were stolen.

The Oakland County Sheriff's Office
saud the two posted incriminating
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Brighton takes first step toward cannabis

Jennifer Timar Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brighton City Council voted Saturday
to take a first step toward potentially al-
lowing certain types of marijuana busi-

nesses in city limits, but not in the

downtown.

The city currently does not allow any
types of recreational or medical mari-
juana businesses.

City Council voted, 6-1, to begin an

ordinance review process that, if ap-

proved by city officials, would possibly

allow for four marijuana business li-
censes in the city.

As proposed — and it could change —
the city would allow two marijuana dis-
pensaries and two testing facilities.
Brighton is not currently considering al-
lowing marijuana grows, processing fa-
cilities, secure transportation business-
es or any others.

The proposal would not allow mari-
juana dispensaries within either 1,000
or 500 feet of the downtown business
district, including Main Street.
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Brighton City Council listens to comments from the public during a Saturday
meeting about marijuana businesses and whether the city should opt in.

JENNIFER TIMAR/LIVINGSTON DAILY

State law already prohibits marijua-
na businesses in areas zoned for only
residential or within 1,000 feet of a
school.

Council member Jon Emaus said he
is not in favor of allowing dispensaries
downtown.

Other council members agreed they
don’t want dispensaries on Main Street
or in the downtown's business district.

Parking, pedestrian traffic and
downtown’'s family-friendly atmos-
phere were among their main concerns.

“I think we're more of a children area
than an adult area,” Emaus said during
Saturday's meeting.

“I'm at the ends of Grand River,” he
said, referring to a map showing where
marijuana businesses could potentially
be located.

Vacant city-owned land near MJR
Brighton Town Square Digital Cinema
20 in the Challis Road corridor near the
Interstate 96 interchange was discuss-
ed. The city has been trying to market
the land for sale for years. The city ac:
quired it in a tax foreclosure.

Council briefly discussed land off
Challis Road as a place where multiple
marijuana businesses could be clus-
tered.

On Saturday, they voted to instruct
the city Planning Commission to review
the idea of allowing dispensaries and
testing facilities. The planning commis-
sion has 60 days to come back to City
Council with its recommendations.

City Counci! would ultimately vote
on whether to allow any types of mari-
juana businesses.

They also voted to instruct the city's

to attend

F October 7, 2021

CITY OF NORTHVILLE
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

Notice is hereby given that the City of Northville Election Commission will meet on October 18,
2021 at 8:15 a.m., to conduct business related to the November 2, 2021 City General Election

The Public Accuracy Test for the November 2, 2021 City Election will be conducted as part of
this meeting. The public accuracy test is conducted to demonstrate that the computer program
used to record and count the votes cast at the election meets the requirements of Election law.

This meeting will be held at the City of Northville Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 215
W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, (248) 349-1300. Interested persons are invited

DIANNE MASSA, CMC, CIW CLERK
ELECTION COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON

CITY OF NOVI

NOTICE OF PROVISION OF THE
SNOW EMERGENCY ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Chapter 33, Article 111,
Division 5 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Novi, Michigan, a snow emergency shall be
deemed to exist whenever: (1) freezing rain, sleet or four (4) or more inches of snow has
been for=casted for the area by a newspaper circulated in the city, or by a radio or television
station with a normal operating range covering the city; or (2) freezing rain or sleet has
fallen or four (4) or more inches of snow have accumulated in the city.

Whenever any vehicle without an operator is found parked or left in violation
of any provision of this Division, the Director of the Department of Public Works, or his
designee, or the Police Department may immediately remove the vehicle or cause the vehicle
to be removed to a place of safekeeping at the expense of the regiastered owner of the vehicle.

Failure to comply with the requirements set forth in Chapter 33, Article III,
Division 5 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Novi, Michigan may also result in the
prosecution for same, and lability to the extent of the penalty therein provided

Jeffrey Herczeg
Director of Public Works

attorneys to look into creating a licens-
ing and application process.

Mayor Pro Tem Susan Gardner was
the only one to vote against the city
looking into its options. Gardner said
she did not see a benefit to having mar-
ijjuana businesses.

If the city were to ban dispensaries
on Main Street, it would throw a
wrench in cannabis businessman Jer-
ry Millen’s dream of opening a dispen-
sary in the former Rolison PRO Hard-
ware building on Main Street, which
he purchased this summer.

Millen, who owns The Greenhouse
dispensary in Walled Lake, said last
month he knew the city might not al-
low him to open a dispensary on Main
Street in Brighton.

Millen has said his immediate plan
is to restore the more than 100-year old
building, keeping as much of its histor-
ic character intact as possible.

If it cannot be a dispensary, he said
he wants it to become something new.

“I want there to be a business here
whatever happens,” Millen said last
month. “Whatever business comes
here, it needs to bring people down-
town in the afternoon.”

There was a lot of discussion at Sat-
urday’s meeting about how special in-
terest groups and the threat of law-
suits pressure city officials across the
state.

Several city council members see it
as a risk when outside groups petition
to get questions on local ballots, leav-
ing it up to voters to pass local ordi-
nances created by special interest
groups instead of the city.

A special interest group that wants
to get proposals for marijuana busi-
ness ordinances on ballots in Brighton
and Howell formed earlier this year,
according to Livingston County rec-
ords.

The group is called the Livingston
Compassion Coalition 2021 and it was
formed to support ballot proposals in
Brighton and Howell.

It happened in Pinckney. Voters in
the village approved marijuana busi-
ness in the village following a ballot
petition by a special interest group.

Village officials reviewed and
amended the ordinances and ap-
proved the first three marijuana busi-
ness licenses for a marijuana growing,
processing and sales facility at the for-
mer Pinckney Elementary School.

Brighton Mayor Shaun Pipoly indi-
cated he is concerned about it getting
on the ballot in Brighton.

“Do we stay on our heels and stay
opted out?” he said during Saturday'’s
meeting. “I think that leaves us open
for things we don’t want.”

About 40 people attended Satur-
day’'s meeting, including members of
addiction prevention groups, marijua-
na industry advocates and Brighton
locals.

Brighton resident Ken Johnson said
he is in recovery from addiction and is
opposed to allowing dispensaries.

“This is a danger in our community
for children and people in recovery,”
Johnson said.

Pricey vehicles
stolen from
dealership; two
joyriders caught
in Birmingham
Susan Vela Hometownlife com

Thieves allegedly stole four pricey
vehicles from a Highland Township
dealership, and now two Detroiters are
facing felony charges for apparently
paying the thieves $5,000 to take a
spin.

The men, 22 and 19, are being
housed at the Oakland County Jail on
receiving and concealing stolen prop-
erty charges.

According to the Oakland County
Sheriff's Office, deputies were dis-
patched to Szott M-59 Dodge Ram the
morning of Sept. 29 because of a
break-in. :

An office door was in the parking
lot, and several doors were damaged.
The office was ransacked, and a locker
containing key fobs had been opened.

Two vehicles obviously were driven
off the showroom floor, through a glass
door wall.

Detectives from multiple agencies
tracked a missing white 2021 Dodge
Durango Hellcat worth about
$100,000 to Birmingham.

Arrests were made after the vehicle
crashed into a brick wall. Detectives
confiscated about $6,000 in $100 and
$20 bills. They also recovered a loaded
semi-automatic handgun with an ex-
tended magazine holding 30 rounds
and a computer device used for repro-
gramming key fobs.

The other vehicles were recovered
in Detroit and Livonia. Detectives sus-
pect the original thieves are tied to
some gas station break-ins that took
place in Waterford and White Lake
townships.

Oakland County is set to repair the
culverts that go under 11 Mile Road
just east of South Hill Road.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

County starts
repairs to stretch of
11 Mile Road in Lyon

Philip Allmen Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Road Commission for Oakland
County planned to close a little-used
section of 11 Mile Road starting Oct. 4.

The road commission is replacing
two culverts that run under 11 Mile
Road just east of South Hill Road in
Lyon Township.

The month-long project also in-
cludes installation of new headwalls
and wing walls, as well as guardrails.
Gravel will be added to the road once
the culvert replacement work is done.

Road officials said they do not plan
to close the road for the project, how-
ever the work will be done with flag-
gers directing traffic. That stretch of 11
Mile Road carries about 140 vehicles
daily.

The expected cost of $711,500 will
be funded by the road commission.




Kayla Daugherty Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A phone call nearly 45 years ago from the grandfa-
ther of a missing 10-year-old was Cory Williams' in-
troduction to the case of the Oakland County Child
Killer.

Kristine Mihelich had gone missing on Jan. 2,1977.
Her grandfather, Bob Bell, was friends with Cory's fa-
ther, James Williams, who at the time was investigat-
ing two child killings for the Oakland County Prose-
cutor's Office.

“He called our house and said, “Hey, my grand
daughter is missing,” Cory Williams said.

He was 15 at the time.

Kristine's body was found about three weeks later
in Franklin Village. She was the third of four child vic-
tims.

Cory Williams became reacquainted with the case
in 2005, when he was working as a detective for the
Livonia Police Department. And he's stayed involved
since.

Williams’ work is highlighted in a 2020 book, “The
Snow Killings” by retired Detroit News reporter Mar-
ney Rich Keenan.

“Cory stopped at nothing. He uncovered every
rock,” Keenan said.

Decades of investigation

Between February 1976 and March 1977, four chil-
dren between 10 and 12 were abducted and killed. Their
cases are part of an investigation nicknamed “The
Snow Killings” because their bodies were dumped in
snow near public roadsides.

The cases were investigated by law enforcement
agencies, including the Oakland County Prosecutor’s
Office where Williams' father worked.

No one was ever arrested.

Williams’ involvement in the case started in 2005
after a different cold case brought the first new Oak-
land County Child Killer lead in a decade.

Williams was working a homicide cold case for the
Livonia Police Department. A suspect told California
police that he knew who the Oakland County child kill-
er was.

From there, Williams met with the families of the
Oakland County victims. He spoke most frequently
with Barry King, the father of Timothy King, the serial
killer’s final confirmed victim.

“I really got to know their families,” Williams said.

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM {UR Y ] 3A

Longtime reporter explores Oakland
County Child Killer cold case in new book

=
B,

N,

\ |

Retired Detective Sgt. Cory Williams of the Livonia Police Department talks about “The Snow Killings,”

written about his work on a cold case involving the abduction and killing of four Oakland County children
between February 1976 and March 1977. GiLLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

Williams said of these renewed efforts. “We've had all
the kids’ clothing re-examined. We exhausted so many
leads that had never been looked at.

“I believe that we have identified the people in-
volved in the killings. We don't have enough evidence
right now ... to make an arrest or say we can close the
case. But I think people have been identified who were
involved.”

Williams has worked on the case for more than 16
years, spanning his time as a Livonia police detective,
investigator for the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office
and now retired, living in Brighton.

Barry King died in 2020, without resolution of his
son’s homicide. But Williams said King was happy to
know police were still investigating.

“We moved the case forward leaps and bounds,”

‘The Snow Killings’

Keenan and Williams started working together on

Dealing with pandemic-affected
business earnings and taxes

Money
Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest columnist

Dear Rick:

I am a small business
owner. | have no emplov-
ees and | report my in-
come on a Schedule C. As
a result of the pandemic,
my income for 2021 will
be very small.

Typically, after busi-
ness expenses, I make
anywhere between
$100,000 to $125,000 a
year. This year, my in-
come will be roughly
$1,000. 1 have no other in-
come other than a small
amount of interest from
my bank account. There-
fore for 2021, 1 will have
no taxable income.

Do I need to continue
making quarterly esti-
mated payments? | have
already made three and
I'm curious if I must make
the fourth. Will I be pe-
nalized if I don't? With-re-
gards to my IRA, will I be
able to contribute for
2021?

Lastly, is there any-
thing I should do to take
advantage of my low tax
bracket? 1 am hopeful
that my business will re-
turn to normal next year;
therefore, I'm curious if |
have any opportunities
available to me this year.

Thank you, Kurt

Dear Kurt:

In reviewing your situ-
ation, you do not have to
make any more estimated
payments. Therefore, you
can avoid making your
fourth quarter estimated
payment and there will be
no penalties or other ad-

verse tax consequences
to you. It is important to
understand that under
our tax laws, taxes are not
due just on April 15; but
rather, taxes are due on a
quarterly basis.

For most people who
are employees, they don't
have to worry about esti-
mated taxes because they
withhold regularly from
their paycheck. However,
for those who are self-
employed or who are re-
tired and do not receive a
paycheck, they are re-
quired to file estimated
payments on a quarterly
basis. Typically, most
taxpayers calculate their
quarterly estimates off
the previous year’s tax li-
ability. For example, if in
2020 someone’s tax li-
ability was $10,000, typi-
cally they would pay
$2,500 per quarter in es-
timated taxes in 2021.

In the situation at
hand, since you will not
have taxable income in
2021, there’s no reason to
make estimated pay-
ments. In fact, when you
file your 2021 return, you
should receive a refund of
all the estimated pay-
ments that you made. I
would suggest filing your
return as early as possi-
ble in order to receive
your refund.

With regards to [RA
contributions for 2021,
IRA contributions are de-
termined by earned in-
come. In the situation at
hand, you can only con-
tribute up to the net
amount of your earned
income. Therefore, if for
the calendar year 2021
your business earned
$1,000, the max you can

contribute to your IRA is
$1,000.

If you do make a 2021
IRA  contribution, it
should be into a Roth IRA.
Since your income is so
low, you do not need the
tax deduction from the
IRA. Money in the Roth
IRA grows tax free and is
not subject to any mini-
mum required distribu-
tions.

I would suggest con-
verting all or an existing
portion of your IRA into a
Roth IRA. Given your tax-
able income is so low, you
should be able to convert
a fair amount of money
without any tax liability.
In addition, even if you
had to pay some taxes, it
will be at a lower bracket.

Typically, 1 recom-
mend that investors look
at converting traditional
IRAs into Roth IRAs if:

1 Converting the
money won't put you
into a higher tax bracket;

2 You have the money
to pay any additional tax
liability from the conver-
sion; and

3 You can leave the
money in the Roth IRA
for at least five years.

If you meet all three of
these requirements, con-
verting into a Roth IRA
canbe a very smart finan-
cial move.

It is important to keep
in mind that these con-
versions must be done
before the end of the year.
We all know that custodi-
ansget very busy near the
end of the year, so don't
delay.

Like in the situation at
hand where someone'’s
income is unusually low,
taking advantage of a

Roth conversion is a win-
ning strategy. Remember,
when it comes to Roth
conversions, anyone can
do them, there is no age
requirement, nor is there
an income requirement.
Therefore, take a few
minutes and consider if
this strategy is right for
you. You don’t have to
convert your entire IRA;
you can convert any por

tion. The key is to take ad-
vantage of this opportu-
nity while it’s still around.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-
only financial advisor.
His website is bloom-
advisors.com

the book more than eight years ago with weekly, some
times daily, phone calls discussing new leads

“Nobody did more to advance the case than Cory
Williams,” Keenan said

Keenan's book was published in August 2020, dur
ing the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. The case has
received national media attention including a four
part television series and a two-part ID documentary

Williams continues to work on the case while work
ing as an investigator for the Dioceses of Lansing and
Detroit and co-founder of the Robert J. Turner Foun
dation, a nonprofit that supports families of fallen po
lice officers.

Anyone with information on the cases may call the
Oakland County Child Killer task force at (833) 784-
9425
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Michiganders who lost license may be eligible to drive again

Dave Boucher and Clara Hendrickson
etroit Free Pre

AT NETWORK

More than 70,000 Michiganders
and potentially many, many more — be-
came eligible to legally return to the
roads Oct. 1 or in the near future follow-
ing the implementation of new, sweep-
ing criminal justice reform measures.

The laws ban suspending a driver's

license because of unpaid court costs,
tickets or other issues unrelated to safe
driving. Although the measures took ef-
fect and prohibits suspending licenses
for these reasons in the future, they also
allow many who lost their license in the
past to start legally driving again, once
they receive a letter from the state.
A state task force on jail and pretrial in-
carceration recommended these
changes, later adopted with widespread
bipartisan support. Michigan Supreme
Court Chief Justice Bridget McCormack
was one of the leaders of the task force
and heralded the changes.

“When the task force looked at data
across the state, we expected to see peo-
ple in jail for assault or robbery,” McCor-
mack said in a statement. “But what we
found was tens of thousands of people
getting locked up for driving on a sus-
pended license.”

For more information on whether you
personally are eligible:

e Call the Michigan Secretary of
State at 888-SOS-MICH (767-6424).

e Contact Michigan Legal Help at
michiganlegalhelp.org

e Call the Counsel and Advocacy Law
Line at 888-783-8190

e Contact Legal Aid and Defender
Association at 313-967-5800 or 877

Splash pad

Continued from Page 1A

person with no pretense: just as down-
to-Earth as she was on TV,” Carol said.
“She was just an all-natural, all-around
all-American girl. She was wonderful.”
Her suicide resulted from a deep de-
pression after a corrective eye surgery
went awry, her mother said. Jessica’s
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964-4700 or

e https://ladadetroit.org/about-
lada/

The Department of State also will
host information sessions and virtual
clinics. That information will be avail-
able at www.Michigan.gov/SOSClean-
Slate.

In the meantime, here are a few an-
swers to some common questions about
eligibility and how to get back behind
the wheel:

Who's eligible?

Anyone who lost their license under
two broad categories: Failing to pay a
ticket, fines or fees and failing to appear
in court for certain driving violations.

Those violations are:

e Open Intoxicants in Vehicle

e Open Intoxicants in Vehicle (Pas-
senger)

e Person Under 21 Transport/Pos-
sess in Vehicle

e Person Under 21 Transport/Pos-
sess in Vehicle (Passenger)

e MIP (Person Under 21 Purchase/
Consume/Possess Liquor)

e Failure to Comply with Civil Infrac-
tion

e Person Under 21 Used Fraudulent
ID to Purchase Liquor

o Sold/Furnished Alcoholic Liquor to
a Person Under 21

e MIP (Person Under 21 Purchase/
Consume/Possess Liquor)

e Felonious Driving

e Controlled Substance

e False Report or Threat of Bomb/
Harmful Device (School)

e Holds placed on licenses for unpaid
parking tickets also will be lifted

death devastated her family, which be-
sides her parents includes Jessica's
husband, Dan Rose, and their two chil-
dren, Noah, now a third-grader, and Ri-
ley, a first-grader.

Jessica’'s son and daughter were in-
volved in some design aspects of the
splash pad, which has been proposed
for Bosco Park, near to where they live
and attend school in Novi.

Novi Parks and Recreation Director
Jeff Muck told the city council the pro-
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How do | know if I'm eligible?

A letter from the Michigan Depart-
ment of State should land in your mail-
box during the first two weeks of Octo-
ber. It will be sent to the address listed
on your driving record.

The letter will include alist of the vio-
lations and suspensions that will be re-
moved from your record and will include
any additional steps you need to take to
start driving again.

What if | don’t get a letter,
but | think I'm eligible?

If you don’t get a letter, don't panic!
You definitely could still be eligible.

The best thing to do is contact the
Michigan Secretary of State or other
services listed above. Here are those de-
tails again:

e Contact Michigan Legal Help at
michiganlegalhelp.org

e Call the Counsel and Advocacy Law
Line at 888-783-8190

e Contact Legal Aid and Defender
Association at 313-967-5800 or 877-
964-4700 or

e https://ladadetroit.org/about-
lada/

You'll likely need to order your driv-
ing record to prove eligibility. You can do
this at Michigan.gov/SOS, via mail or at
a secretary of state branch office.

| know I'm eligible, so | can
Jdrive right away, right?

Not necessarily!

If you get a letter and it says you can
start driving, burn rubber (safely). But
you may need to renew your license if it

posed splash pad would be 3,500 square
feet total and accessible to all ages and
abilities. Estimated cost of construction
is between $400,000 to $600,000.

The Novi Parks Foundation is part-
nering with the Starr family to raise
funds.

“We are happy to assist in bringing
this project to fruition,” Foundation
President Dave Landry said. “It's bene-
ficial to Novi and children everywhere.
All are welcome.”

has expired or formally apply to get a li-
cense again.
To renew your license.

| had my license suspended
because of unpaid fees.
Do | still need to pay them?

Yep!

If you haven't paid fees, you don’t
need to wait to pay them to start driving
again.

But you're still on the hook for paying
the fees. If you have suspensions on
your driving record for other violations,
you’ll have to wait to start driving again
until those violations are cleared.

What paperwork do | need?

You might not need any! No, serious-
ly: many of the 73,000 people who re-
ceive these letters from the state and
still have a driver's license will be able to
start driving legally again without tak-
ing any additional action.

If your letter states there are addi-
tional issues, that may mean you can't
drive quite yet. You also may need to get
your driving record. To do so, go to
Michigan.gov/SOS and select Online
Services.

You can also do this in person at a
secretary of state branch office, but
keep in mind: pandemic safety mea-
sures may result in longer wait times. It
doesn’t hurt to call ahead first or try to
schedule an appointment online.

Also, keep in mind: while your right to
drive might be restored, the problem
that prompted the suspension will still
show up on your record.

The council did not take any action
regarding the splash pad at the park, but
Mayor Bob Gatt said it was a “touching
tribute” that would honor Jessica Starr’s
zest for life, “a place where children will
laugh and enjoy themselves for years
into the future, something that will live
on forever.”

To make a donation for the splash
pad in honor of Jessica, visit noviparks-
foundation.org.

sbromley@hometownlife.com
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WouLb YOU SURVIVE DISASTER?

VOLUME 31, ISSUE 10.1

SHIPWRECK HERO OR VicTiM? WHICH ARE You?

WILL YOUR FaMiLy FINANCES SURVIVE LONG-TERM CARE?

FACED WirH CAIASTROPHE.
WHhaT WiLL You Do?

It was a dark and stormy night. Steaming through
the crashing waves are two ships. A swinging Greek
cruise ship. the MTS Oceanos. was partying in the
Indian Ocean. off the Wild Bay of South Africa. The
other was a workaday Eastern European ferry, the
MS Estonia. Making its daily rounds in the Baltic
Sea. heading for Stockholm. Both crammed with
passengers. Each with a hidden secret. Within 24
hours both ships will be on the ocean floor. Sunk.

On both ships. hatches gave way Bitter cold salt
water rushed in. One ship’s captain and crew stayed
with their vessel. On the other. the professional
sailors immediately abandoned ship. And the
passengers.

By dawn tomorrow, 852 people aboard one of these
ships will be dead. Only the Titanic caused more
death. Drowned. Buried at sea. No rescue. Recovery
operations. Few survivors.

But every passenger on the other ship will soon be
reunited with family and friends. Happy. Healthy.

-

Perhaps with an increased sense of gratitude for
cach new day. Each with a fascinating story to be
told and retold. And a lifetime for the retelling.

Professional disaster specialists and rescuers
were amazed at both outcomes. Very unusual for
a disaster to claim so many victims. Or for every
possible victim to escape.
What made the difference?” How can you benefit
from this hard-won knowledge?

FERRY PASSENGERS:

REMAINED CALM, SEATED, DROWNED
Aboard MS Esionia, the captain and crew remained
in command. Professional sailors advised the
passengers. Hold your positions! Too dangerous

USEFUL, WHO SAID ANYTHING ABOUT USEFUL?

FuN STUrFF To KNow AND TELL - INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

in the water. Safer on the boat. So. when the ship
capsized. the obedient 852 were trapped beyond
rescuc. Drowned.

Not everybody listened to tl
240 people disiegarded th
it. That's why there were
tale

prolessiona About
Jvice and f

sun [

COWARDLY CAPTAIN & CREW: CHICKEN OuT
PROFESSIONAL PARTY PEOPLE
SHow Must Go ON!

At the first sign of trouble. captain and crew of
the MTS Oceanos took to the lifeboats. Failing to
inform the passengers or the musicians, magicians
mimes. and other entertainers. Racing to the ship's
bridge, they found the wheelhouse empty. Not a
sailor in sight.

The cruise director quickly organized the rescu
Although her previous experience was limited to
organizing shows, buffet lines. and shore excursion
she took charge. Eagerly supported by her travelin
troupe. And the multitude of merrymakers

When moming came. all had survived
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Get Information Now.

800-317-2812

Goop THINGS To Know!

Spouse DieD: TRAGIC, UNAVOIDABLE
Too MucH Tax ON IRA: Tracic,
UNNECESSARY

Your Spouse DIED, LEAVING You As
BENEFICIARY OF A TRADITIONAL OR ROTH
INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT.
WHAT CAN You Do? WHar CaN You Do?

BASIC: All IRAs are held and managed by an
“IRA custodian.” The IRS gives 3 options to
surviving spouscs. But your IRA custodian’s
policies and procedures determine which of the 3
possible options arc available to you.

OPTION 1I:
LEAVE IT ALONE

Don’t Upset the Apple Cart #1. Keep the IRA
Custodian in Place. Be treated as beneficiary, not
spousc. Probably a bzd idea. But not always. ..

Why You Might Be Beneficiary: Are you less
than 59 '4 years old AND you need the IRA
moncy right away? Avoid the 10% penalty tax on
carly withdrawals by taking required minimum
distnbutions (RMDs) over your life expectancy
starting now. Or you can wait and take RMDs
when your spouse would have become 72 years
old. If spouse was already 72, you must start the
RMDs now. Payments are accelerated. but hey.
you need the money now!

Downsides: When you die, your bencficianies
will not get the 10-year stretch-out of payments,
but will be hmited to whatever period of time was
remaining for you. Also, the Supreme Court has
held that IRA assets held for a beneficiary are not
“retirement plan assets.” This means that if you
were to be sued. the “inherited IRA™ assets would
be available to judgment creditors! That means
you could lose the inherited IRA assets. But who
then gets to pay-the tax? Right! You. But you have

L AW

DAVID L.
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no money because that bad ole judgment creditor
took it all. Right again! Bad news.

More Bad News: A beneficiary- inherited Roth
IRA must pay out RMDs, just like a Traditional
IRA.

Bottom Line: Consider carefully. No “obvious™
or “always" solutions.

Yy

OPTION 2:
Roie To You, But Leave WiTH CUSTODIAN

Don't Upset the Apple Cart #2. What if the
current IRA Custodian 1s a whiz? Great service!'
Stunning Investment Performance! Returns Phoue
Calls! You like them, they like you. Don't screw up
a good thing. Roll it over. Let the IRA continue to
dance with the folks what brung it. If they let you
(but they may not!).

If the IRA Custodian allows, the account rolls over
to your name. Your social secunity number, too
Your personal information substitutes for that of
your deceased spouse. Age, children.

The 10% penalty if you take the dough before age
59 % applies. Traditional IRA: RMDs at 72. Roth
IRA: No RMDs at all' And you have full “retirement
plan™ asset protection. Your beneficiaries may use
the full 10-year stretch-out.

What if the IRA Custodian goes sour on you?
Well. it is your very own IRA. So, you can change
to another IRA Custodian as you wish.

OPTION 3:
RoLL OVER, RoLt OVER,
So THEY ALL ROLLED OVER..

Perfectly Clear Fresh Start! Create a new IRA -

account. With a new IRA Custodian. Roll the

O}
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Personal Attorney.

Grand Rapids
4965 East Beltline Ave NE
Grand Rapids, M|

(616) 361-8400

Portage
3275 Cooley Ct.
Portage, MI

(269) 350-2323

deceased spouse’s funds to this new account. A
with Option #2, it's just like a brand ccoun
And who doesn't like brand-new

Modified Limited Hang-out. On the other hand
You are happy with your existing IRA Custodiar
You do not want to be responsible for cutting down
hundreds of trees for double the paperwork. A
simple life and a happy onc is your mott

Stick with whom you know and direct the rol
funds to your existing IRA All existing rul pl
You simply increase the amount of mor
well-established Individual Retirement Account

By THE WAy
CONTINUING CONSIDERATIO OF ( R

The rules apply to Traditional IRAs and Roth
IRAs. But you cannot use the roll ‘

to convert a Traditional IRA t R
Traditional to Traditional. Roth to Rott

Revisit your beneficiary designations. Sh ]
you name individuals? Perhaps Tax
Advantaged Legacy Trust would be the best
choice? Your LifePlan™ attomey can hely

Bad News: Choose Option | for an inherited
Roth IRA. and you will have to tak Ruq\lllcd
Minimum Distributions, just as if it were a
Traditional IRA. Good News: Options 2 and
3. As a spouse beneficiary, you do not have to
take any RMDs

Mind the deadlines! Remember that failure t
take a timely RMD distribation will result in a
50% penalty tax. Ouch!

Major changes to Traditional and Roth IRA
laws, rules. and regulations have occurred ¢
the last few years. Many more can be cxpected
It's not easy, so watch this spacc!

NoN-Spouste LoVED ONE DiEp:
TRAGIC, UNAVOIDABLE
Too MucH Tax ON Ira:
STILL TRAGIC, UNNECESSARY

Your MoM, Dap, BROTHER, SISTER, SAINTED
AUNT, CrRUSTY UNCLE, BEst Bupny Dien,
LEAVING YOu As BENEFICIARY OF A TRADITIONAI
Or ROTH
INDIVIDUAL anm-.y ACTOUNT
What CaN You Do? WHat CaN You Do

BASIC: All IRAs are held and managed by an
“IRA custodian.” The IRA custodian's policies and

5 determine which options are availabl

No Stretch-out for You! 1T 019 SECURE Act
(so-called IRA “reform™) applies when the loved
onc died in 2020 or later. Previous law allowed
IRA beneficiarics to stretch out their inherited IRA
payments over their life cxpectancy. Government
h er. likes tc rather than
later. (Why is it their money?!) Rather than wait
t bit 1d piec ur hietin ¢
ant it w. S ! le: Inhented IRA must t
xhausted. fully withdraw mpticd within 10
Ar

et Its money soor

Exceptions. If the IRS decides that you ar
hild of the own 10 ycars or
the owner; disabled, or
iles will apply and your

min
unger than
Il. special

1€ may vary
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It GreaT To Finp Out How THING
REALLY WORK
UNCOVER THE ELEPHANT!

Seems like we are surrounded by

leverly disguised by the global investment
industry, the lcgal profession, govermment. and
others. But you can’i hide an elephant forever. no
matter how hard you try. When you want to find out
what is rcally come on down'

lephants. .. Each

JoIng on
Isn't long-tcrm care thc biggest clephant in the
herd”? How can you get the straight st Leam

uratc information. Find out wh u truly need
to know

Likc most families you are Lots of stuff

going on. So, we make it easy. Get the information
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800-317-2812
ATTORNLEY

Your

DAvID L. CARRIER
39 Years Practicing Law

BA, Notre Dame; |D, Boston University Law
Master of Laws, Tax, Georgetown University Law
Captain, US Army, JAGC (Veteran)

T onaeLa 1§03 .%

Norton Shores
131 S. Seaway Drive
Norton Shores, MI

(616) 361-8400

Holland
12330 Jjames Suite B10
Holland, Mi

(616) 796-9600

O U



http://w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>