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Lyon Twp. Fire department plans
for new station, ladder truck, stafl

Susan Bromley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Christmas came early for Lyon Town-
ship Fire Chief Ken Van Sparrentak with
a $1.3 million unexpected surprise, and
some other goodies, too.

Catholic
Central
driveway
plan to be
revised

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It appears plans are moving forward
with a new driveway connecting De-
troit Catholic Central High School to 12
Mile Road.

The proposal, which would connect
the high school campus at 27225 Wix-
om Road in Novi with a stretch of 12
Mile Road to the north, received sup-
port from the city’s planning commis-
sion after being tabled earlier this fall
due to issues brought up by surround-
ing residents.

“We are back after a two-month de-
lay seeking approval for our project,”
Ed Turek, president of the high school,
said during a meeting Dec. 8 at the No-
vi Civic Center. “We've made major
concessions to the project.”

Residents of the nearby Berkshire
Pointe neighborhood came out en
masse at a planning commission
meeting earlier this fall when the plans
were first publicy discussed. Many of
those residents spoke out against the
plans, saying it would negatively affect
them. After the planning commission
tabled the proposal, it gave time for
meetings between the school and the
neighbors to take place and hammer
out issues.

Changes to the plans include keep-

See DRIVEWAY, Page 3A
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Santa, aka the township board,
unanimously granted two requests
from the fire chief — a facilities study for
a new fire station and an assessment
center to hire new full-time staff. Addi-
tionally, Van Sparrentak got something
he didn’t anticipate — approval to buy a

-

ladder truck, a first for the township.
“I've always wanted fire truck for
Christmas,” he said. “It was a good
night.”
Van Sparrentak had intended to only
bring up the ladder truck as part of a
larger discussion with the council about

problems with Fire Engine #2, al0-year-
old pumper truck on which the depart-
ment has spent thousands of dollars in
repairs.

He had already previously received

See PLANS, Page 2A

Kindergarten teacher Kim Mitchell listens as student Ameera Jones shares the questions she has for Santa Claus.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Kindergartners get answers to
Santa Claus-related questions

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Hometown Life landed its biggest
interview of all time the other day.

Santa Claus — yes, that Santa Claus
— and Mrs. Holly Claus happened to
stop by Livonia for a pre-Christmas
chat as the holiday nears. This holly,
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jolly couple with an international im-
pact agreed to an interview on all things
Christmas.

Needless to say, the pressure was on.

We didn’t want to ask them any silly
questions. So, we decided to enlist a few
Christmas experts to help us come up
with some ideas. +

Kim Mitchell’s kindergarten class at

2021
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Randolph Elementary in Livonia gra
ciously opened its door for us to pick
their brains on what they'd ask Santa if
they could ask him anything.
* We talked reindeer, chimneys, cook-
ies, wardrobe choices — you name it.
Here's what they wanted to know:

See QUESTIONS, Page 3A
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Fire destroys Milford Township mobile home

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
JSA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A wrecked car and a destroyed mo-
bile home has devastated a Milford
Township family during the holidays.

About 30 weeks pregnant, Ashlee
Good totaled her car when a deer
crossed her path in early December. And
then a neighbor in the Chiids Lake Es-
tates mobile home community broke
her sleep by pounding on her window
shortly before 4 a.m. Dec. 15.

When she opened her door, he
screamed “Fire! Get out!”

She woke her boyfriend, their three
children — 9, 6 and 2 — and other rela-
tives in the home and they were able to
escape.

But they lost everything, including
their Christmas tree with presents and
the various baby items she had bought.

“There’'s ash and soot and water and
everything is destroyed in the entire
house,” Good said. “I feel kind of numb
toitall. It hasn't really sunk in yet. These
past couple of weeks have been very
traumatic.

“My car is totaled and now my house
is gone. We lost everything.”

Good, a medical assistant, said she
and her boyfriend Dennis Horsfield,
who does carpentry, live paycheck to
paycheck. Their insurance is letting
them take shelter at a hotel for less than
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amonth and will only cover a pittance of
their lost belongings, she said

Firefighters have ruled the fire acci-
dental. Chief Tom Moore said flames
began in the family's shed, possibly be-
cause of some battery-powered items,
and then spread to the top of their mo-
bile home. He agreed the home was de-
stroyed.

Plans

Continued from Page 1A

approval for a new pumper truck, but
was worried about the length of time it
would take to arrive — likely not until
2023 — and whether the current truck
would last that long.

When Van Sparrentak contacted
truck maker Sutphen to see if the de-
partment could pay more to expedite
delivery of the pumper truck, he
learned that was not an option. How-
ever, the company did have a ladder
truck that was newly completed on
Dec. 6 and could be available to the
township in July after being used by
the company for some demonstra-
tions.

While the ladder truck did not have

all the bells and whistles originally”

planned for by the Lyon Township ap-
paratus committee, at just over $1.3
million it was almost $200,000 che-
paer and was close to what they want-
ed. The truck will improve safety in a
fast developing township, with a lad-
der that reaches 100 feet.

The purchase should improve the

A friend is trying to help with a Go-
FundMe campaign, “Help the Hors-
fields.”

“Literally only the clothes on their
back were salvageable,” Cassidy Black-
burn wrote.

“Please help turn this loving family’s
Chnistmas around.

“With the issue of no vehicle and the

township’s insurance score, along with
the hiring of more full-time firefighters.

The township hired its first four full-
time firefighters, along with two full-
time captains, at the end of 2019 and
added two more full-time firefighters in
2020. But now four of those six firefight-
ers, along with a captain, have departed.

Van Sparrentak said four of the fire-
fighters left to join the Detroit Fire De-
partment.

“I wish them well,” he said. “They are
at different stages in their career and
family life. Some were on the Detroit list
for more than a year and were waiting
for that opportunity and when it came
up, they took it.”

Van Sparrentak continues to see an
ongoing staffing problem that has been
ongoing throughout the fire service for
some time. Like other departments, he
has sought to offer a good salary and
benefits packages and is currently
“close” to ratification of a contract with
the union representing the full-time
firefighters after months of negotia-
tions.

To help the chief hire four new full-
time firefighters and a captain, the
council approved assessment centers to
test qualifications for selected candi-
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fire starting in the shed, they lost all of
the tools that (Dennis Horsfield) was us-
ing to work. The children are devastat-
ed, and with a newborn on the way any-
thing would help to try and cheer them
up this holiday season.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.

dates, at a cost of $8,825 to find a cap-
tain from five possible candidates and
$4,300 to test up to nine firefighter can-
didates, ultimately hiring four.

In the meantime, the department
which has 23 paid on-call firefighters,
has had a lot of people step up to fill in
empty shifts, Van Sparrentak said.

The council also approved a facilities
study to be conducted by Redstone Ar-
chitects at a cost not to exceed $25,000.
The study’s goal is to find and evaluate
up to seven possible locations to build a
new fire station or possibly a public
safety complex that could also house
Oakland County Sheriff’s Office depu-
ties.

Renovations to existing fire stations
are also under consideration, but a sta-
tion in the quickly developing south end
of the township would improve re-
sponse times, Van Sparrentak said.

“We're looking at the future needs for
emergency response service delivery in
Lyon Township,” he said. “We look at it
as a master plan for the fire department,
and it sets a road map for the next 10 to
20 years.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

CITY OF NOVI1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 7:00 PM . in the Novi Civic Center, 45175
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider CATHOLIC CENTRAL STEM ADDITION. JSP
21-44. FOR REVISED SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT. PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN,
WOODLAND PERMIT. AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVAL,
THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS ZONED R-4. R-1 AND I-1. The property is approximately
115.77 acres and is located at 272256 Wixom Road, south of Twelve Mile Road and west of
Wixom Road (Section 18). The applicant is proposing a two-story, 56,000 square foot addition
to the school building. Revisions to parking areas are also proposed

City of Wixom
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Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department in the Novi Civic
Center.

Subject Parcel IDs: 22-18-200-026 and 22-18-200-027

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing
ind any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175
W. Ten Mile Rond, Novi, Ml 48376 during the City's regular business hours, Monday thru
Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM_, and must be received by 4:00 P M., Wednesday, January
12, 2022.

Nowvi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary
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Lyon Township firefighter Emma Kortekaas climbs onto Engine #2 at Station Two
on Ten Mile on Dec. 10. The Township is looking to potentially build another
station and invest in more engines for their staff. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi
will hold a public hearing on January 11, 2022, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the
Novi Civic Center, 451756 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:

PZ21-0077 (Metro Detroit Signs / Land Rover Jaguar) 25246 Meadowbrook Road,
West of Meadowbrook Road and South of Grand River Avenue, Parcel 50-22-23-
281-026. The applicant is requesting variancég from the City of Novi €ode of Ordinances
Section 28-5(a) and 28-5(b)(1)b) for number of signs, oversized signs and over height signs
Five additional wall signs and five'additional ground signs (a combination of three signs are
permitted). Two wall signs are oversized by 40.44 square feet and two wall signs are oversized
by 12.53 square feet. One ground sign is over height by 2 feet and three ground signs are over
height by 1.22 feet. Six-foot height is permitted. This property is zoned Gateway East (GE)

PZ21-0078 (Coy Construction) 22230 Meridian Lane, East of Meadowbrook Road and
South of Nine Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-36-102-014. The applicant is requesting variances
from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Sections 3.1.4 for a proposed rear yard setback of
30 feet (35 feet minimum required, variance of 5 feet). This variance would accommodate
the building of a acreen porch on the existing deck. This property is zoned Single Family
Residential (R-3).

PZ21-0079 (Metro Detroit Signs / Sleep Number) 26222 Novi Road 100, East of Novi
Road and North of Grand River Avenue, Parcel 50-22-14-362-002. The applicant
i8 requesting variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinances Section 28-5(d)(2) for the
installation of a 62.87 square foot illuminated wall sign on the east elevation of the building
(24 square feet allowed, variance of 28.87 square feet). This property is zoned Town Center
(TC)

PZ21-0080 (Cambridge of Novi LLC / Terra), West of Beck Road and North of Eight
Mile Road. Parcel # 60-22-32-402-038. The applicant is requeating an extension to a
variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinance Section 28-6 for a temporary sign beyond 64
days. The sign is located at the northwest corner of the intersection at Eight Mile Road and
Beck Road The maximum display time of free-standing temporary signs is 64 days. The board
previously approved this and one other, sincé removed sign, on June 11, 2019, in case PZ19-
0020 “for the duration of two years or, if sooner, until 75% of Certificates of Occupancy have
been issued”. This property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-1)

Publish: December 23, 2021
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Questions

Continued from Page 1A

How, Leo Rojas wants to know, do you get the
reindeer to fly?

It's all from the elven magic that was bestowed
upon me back when I was a child after I lost both of my
parents.

How, Jayden Statham and Aryana Smith want to
know, did you grow such a big beard?

I just let it grow year-round. I trim it up, but I don't
shave it. I like looking like Santa year-round — I'll find
children who are being good and recognize them for
that.

Why, Alena Lubus wants to know, is your coat
red?

Red happened to be the color my mother had me in
when [ was found by the elves. The red is to honor my
mother and the things she believed about Christmas.

Why, Bailey Taylor wants to know, do you like
cookies and milk? And, Mrs. Mitchell wants to
know, what’s your favorite kind of cookie?

Back in the day, cookies were the easiest thing to
make so I've always stayed with that tradition. Some
people didn’t like receiving gifts and not giving any-
thing back, so I told them they could leave cookies or
carrots as a “thank you.”

I like to eat sugar cookies with no frosting. I like to
have a little extra butter so they're nice and moist in the
middle, too. They're best cooked with a caramel brown
on the bottom.

What do you get asked for the most?

The three most common ones are world peace, no
more COVID and no more school shootings. Those are
the three big ones.

What most people don't realize is that Santa gets
asked the tough questions.

The entire class is curious: What you do in your
free time in the North Pole?

People think we spend our time up at the North

but with additional traffic
through the neighbor-
hood.

“We're concerned
about cut-through traf-
fic,” she said. “The 50-
and-up community

Driveway

Continued from Page 1A

ing the current vegetation
to help buffer between
the development and the
homes, as well as Catho-

Santa and Mrs. Claus greet some visitors Dec. 14 in their sled trailer. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Randolph Elementary kindergarten teacher Kim
Mitchell talks to her students.

Pole, but we don’t. We have the elves up there doing
their jobs — and we'll stop to visit them — but we’re out
looking for kids and adults being good. We want to pro-
mote a love-based world, not a fear-based world. So,
we go out there to find those kids and adults and re-
mind them to keep doing good.

Do you know how you stay on the good list? By be-
ing true to who you are.

How, Samantha Kartmann wants to know, do
you get down the chimney? And, Farrah Ahmadi
wants to know, what do you do at houses without
chimneys? ;

It’s the magic I have from the elves that allows me to
do it. If people don’t have a chimney, I go through the
key hole. All houses have key holes.

Santa will be around Livonia through the Christmas
season and is at Greenmead Historical Park on the
weekends as part of the park’s Night of Lights event.
He'll meet for photos or do Zoom calls when preferred.
People can learn more at believesantaed.com.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker-
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her
on Twitter @shelby_tankk.

doulos said he
pleased with.

“It seems like quite a
bit of work has been done
to get this in the right di-
rection,” he said. “I just
want to encourage the

should not be a major cut-
through street.”

The agreement and
collaboration  between
the school and the neigh-
bors nearby was one
Commission John Av-

was

lic Central adding addi-
tional trees, in addition to
other conditions.

If approved and con-
structed, the plans call for
a driveway built from the
high school’s parking lot
that would extend
through the currently-va-
cant field to the north of
the buildings and exit on-
to 12 Mile Road south of
Grand River.

While the audience
had significantly fewer
people in it than during
the initial presentation of
the project in October,
there were some people
who spoke out and said
they still had issues with
the plan.

One of those people
was Lori Rich, who lives
in the nearby Leisure Co-
Operative just north of 12
Mile in Wixom near
where the driveway will
connect. She said she’s
concerned not only about
environmental issues
with such a development,
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Randolph Elementary student Ripley Young.

tion.

Contact reporter Da
vid Veselenak at dvesele
nak@hometownlife.com
or 734-678-6728. Follow
him on Twitter @david
veselenak.

continues communica
tion between Catholic
Central and the neigh-
bors and the city.

The proposal next goes
to the city council for its
review and determina
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Visits with Santa Claus help a Pawsitive cause

Eric Seals Detroit Free Press
A AY NE TWORK

As they sit waiting, they’ll notice
Santa Claus on a couch with his white
beard and red suit motioning for them to
come see him.

Sometimes they're shaking with
nerves, often looking back at Mom or
Dad for reassurance, not sure what to
make of him.

“I have a treat bag I'll use to make
them feel more comfortable,” says Santa
Claus, played Dan Eleson, 68, of Canton,
and of all the ones he’ll see, “pugs and
dachshunds are perfect, they just al-
ways seem to be carefree, very loving
dogs.”

At the recent Novi Pet Expo at the
Suburban Collection Showplace on Dec.
3-5, Pawsitive Impact for Pets, a non-
profit founded to keep pets safe and
healthy, used its “Photos with Santa”
booth to raise funds for its organization.

In 2010, Tonya Whitehead, president
and co-founder, and volunteers saw pic-
tures with Santa as a great way to raise
money for a great cause.

An emailed picture with Santa costs
$10; a printed one is $25, and all pro-
ceeds go to Pawsitive Impact for Pets.

“Nonprofits like ours, other shelters
and rescues focus on animal welfare.
We are the last line of defense, and it
takes time and money to do that kind of
thing,” Whitehead said. .

During the three-day pet expo, vol-
unteer photographer Joanna Poe photo-
graphed all kinds of dogs, 157 of them.

“Every dog is different,” said Poe,
who admits she’'s more of a cat person.
“They all have different personalities
and it's fun to see them react to Santa.”

She says patience with the dogs is a
must to do her job and that “my favorite
moments are when we get a dog that
isn't nervous around Santa and just
looks happy and we'll get a good picture
out of it.”

For Santa, three straight days posing
for pictures with of all kinds of dogs sit-
ting on his lap or next to him does attract
lots of dog hairs and smells.

Santa Eleson said he has to take great
care of the six Santa suits he has.

For more info about Pawsitive Impact
for Pets visit pawsitiveimpactforpets.
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Dogs Freya, left, and Cooper sit with Santa as their owners try to keep their
com. attention on photographer Joanna Poe.

Kat and Charlie Kinzel, of Belleville, try to get Buddy, a shiba inu, to cooperate with Santa Claus, played by Dan Eleson,
during the Novi Pet Expo at the Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi on Dec. 4. PHOr0S BY ERIC SEALS/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Poodles Oliver and Henry, both 3, sit
with Santa Claus.

Press Release from the City of South Lyon Water Department
“Wellhead Protection Program”
for the December 23, 2021 edition of the
SOUTH LYON HERALD
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

WINNERS
OF THE
2021 SOUTH LYON LOGO ART CONTEST

Honorable Mentions:

ALYSSA BELL, Artist and 12* Grade Student at Westland-Wayne Community School
Digital Art & Design Class, Westland, M1, INSTRUCTOR MARK BENGLIAN

LA-NINA JACKSON, Artist and 12" Grade Student at Westland-Wayne Community S
Digital Art & Design Class, Westland, MI. INSTRUCTOR MARK BENGLIAN

KHARI JONES, Artist and 12** Grade Student at Westland-Wayne Community School
Digital Art & Design Class, Westland, MI. INSTRUCTOR MARK BENGLIAN

YERRA UNDERWOOD, 12" Grade Student at Westland-Wayne Community School
) \rt & Design Class, Westland, M1. INSTRUCTOR MARK BENGLIAN

ILYSE ZINCONE, Artist from Massapequa Park, NY
Best Logo in Crayon:

REBECCA BARIL, Artist, and South Lyon, M1 Resident
Top Three Winning Logos:

Third Place Artist: KAILYN HUNTER, Artist, and Student of INSTRUCTOR MARK
BENGLIAN, Digital Art & Design Class at Wayne-Westland Community Schools, Westland

nd F Artist: CHARLOTTE TAPP, Artist, and Resident of South Lyon, MI

Firat Place Artist: MAYA KATSUDA, Artist, and Resident of New Hudson, M1

The organizer wishes to thank all the Artists, the Judges, City Administration
Staff, the South Lyon Cultural Arts Commission, and everyone at the City Water
Department. Thank you to all who participated in the 2021 South Lyon Logo Art
Contest!

Notes: Many Artists’ participated in the 2021 South Lyon Art Contest - to design a new logo
for the City of South Lyon, Water Department's “Wellhead Protection Program”. A program

at protects the drinking water at the source. keeping South Lyon Drinking Water - Safe,
Reliable, and Secur

yrganizer said r forty logohrtworks were entered into the Art Contest; with four
Judges participating, by choosing logos based on their ability to convey the Wellhead
Protection Program's Goals

The yudges names and affiliations are

Judge Douglas Varney, Director, Water, Wasate Water, and Public Works Department
City of South Lyon
Judge Ken Michalik, Chairman, South Lyon Cultural Arts Conimi

ion, City of South

Dayna Johnston, Commissioner, South Lyon Cultural Arta Commission, City of
ith Lyor

Ron Beason, Chief Water Operator, Water, and Waatewater Departments, City
a l

L] Jjuda,

[he winning Artists will receive the following monetary prizes: First Place = $200., Second
Third P1 $75
nni wvill b ed for Wellhead Protection Pr )gram letterhead fla
tional items purchased to distribute as “takeaways” at special events, busin ard
pl item

| tte Suzan CM Martin, Organizer
Wellhead Protection Program

l ith Lyon Logo Art Contest”

W Department, City of South Lyon www.southlyonmi.org

- suzan mccallum@hotmail.com
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Is now a bad time to think about how to pay for the
most expensive time of your life?

Are you against getting a littie back trom all the tax
dollars you paid in?

Find the answers to your big questions In David's

new book!

Have you given up on securing your future? Given up ;'-H -
on providing for your spousa? Given up on a legacy t'oi_i' v

your kids? .
Find all the answers in David's new beok

90 to booklaunch.davidcarrieriaw.com 3

* PAID ADVERTISEMENT e

How can I be sure people I trust

n HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2

Upcoming Webinars:
Saturday, January 8 at 10am

Tuesday, January 18 at 6pm

Friday, January

GET ANSWERS To YOUR QUESTIONS:

How do | protect my healtt home, life
“h. 1s an outdated will
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PANELISTS: EBENEZER SCROOGE, ROBERT “B0OB™ CRATCHIT, FRED (NEPHEW OF SCROOGE), JACOB MARLEY (GHOST OF), CAST OF THOUSANDS

HAVE YOou GIVEN UpP ON CHRISTMAS?
Focus GROUP DISCUSSION

SPECIAL GUESTS: SPIRITS

Or CHRISTMAS PaAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

WitHOUT EXPERTS?

INTRODUCING THE AUTHORITIES
Ebenezer Scrooge: “[A] tight-
fisted hand at the gnndstone.
Scrooge! squeezing,
wrenching. grasping, scraping.
clutching. covelous, old sinner!
Hard and sharp as flint...;
secret, and self-contained, and
solitary as an oyster.”
Jacob Marley's Ghost: “[Pligtail, usual
waistcoat, tights and boots; the tassels on the
latter bristling. like his pigtail... The chain he
drew was clasped about his middle. It was long,
and wound about him like a tail; and it was
made. .. of cash-boxes. keys, padlocks, ledgers.
deeds. and heavy purses wrought in steel. His
body was transparent; so that Scrooge, observing
him, and looking through his waistcoat, could
see the two buttons on his coat behind.

Robert “Bob” Cratchit: “[L]ittle Bob, the

a

father, with at least three feet of comforter
exclusive of the fringe. hanging down before

him: and his threadbare clothes darmed up and
brushed..."”

Fred (The Nephew): “[W]ith rapid walking in

the fog and frost, this nephew of Scrooge's

was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and

handsomc; his eyes sparkled, and his breath

smoked again.” “[T]here is nothing in the world

so imesistibly contagious as laughter and good-
humour.
way
Christmas Past, Spirit of:
like an old man
white... It held a branch of fresh green holly
in its hand; and.

this was visible|.]
Christmas  Present,
Ghost of: “[A] jolly
Grant. glonous (¢ see;
who hore s glowing
torch...”  “[C]lothed
in one simple green ¥
robe..., bordered with
white fur. This garment
hung so loosely on
the figure. that its
capacious breast was
bare. .. Its feet were also
bare; and on its head

it wore no other covenng than a holly wreath,
set here and there with shining icicles. Its dark
brown curls were long and
free; e as s gemal face,
13 sparkling eve, 11§ open
hand., its chieery voice, iis

unconsiramed demeanour,

and iz joyful air.”

Christmas Yel to Coine,
Phantom of: “[S]hrouded
in a deep black garment,

AW ORI
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Scrooge's nephew laughed in this

“[A] strange
figure—like a child: yet not so like a child as
It wore a tunic of the purest

had its dress tnmmed with
summer flowers. But the strangest thing about
it was, that from the crown of its head there
sprung a bright clear jet of light, by which all

which concealed its head,
its face, its form. and lefi
nothing of it visible save
one oulsiretched hand. But
for this it would have been
difficult 1o detach its figure
from the night and separate
it from the darkness by
which it was surrounded.’
Convenient
Contributors:  Portly
Gentlemen. Mr. & Mrs.
Fezziwig, Mrs. Cratchit,
Tiny Tim, Fred's wife,

Is IT SucH A RIpDICULOUS IDEA THAT
AT CHRISTMASTIME WE CouLD FIND
KINDNESS FOR ONE ANOTHER AND JOY

IN OUR HEARTS?
Scrooge: “Bah! “Humbug'"
Fred: “Christmas a humbug, uncle!”
don’t mean that, | am sure”
Scrooge: “I do.” “Merry Chnstmas! What
nght have you to be merry? What reason have
you to be merry? You're poor enough.”
Fred: “Come, then... What nght have you to be
dismal? What reason have you to be morose?
You're nch enough

“You

Scrooge: “Bah! *Humbug.

Portly Gentleman: “[A] few of are
endeavounng to raise a fund to buy the Poor
some meat and dnnk and means of wamm!
We choose this time, because it is a time, of all
others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance
fEiOIu:\.'

us

Scrooge: “If I could work my will. “every
idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Chnstmas’ on
his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding,.
and buried with a stake of holly through his
heart. He should'™

Fred: “I am sorry, with all my heart, to find you
so resolute. So, A Merry Chnistmas, uncle!
Marley's Ghost

“Al this mne ol the

rulling vear, | suller EEg®

muost. Why did | walk B

through crowds of

lellow-heings  will:

my eyes turned down,

and never raise them

to that blessed Star

which led the Wise

Men to a poor abode!

Were there no poor

homes to which its light would have conducted
me!"”

Scrooge: “[K]eep Chnstmas in your own way
and let me keep it in mine."”

Spint of Past: “These are but shadows of
the things that have been.”. ~They have no
consciousness of us.”

Fezziwig: “Yo ho, my boys' No more work
to-mght. Christmas Eve. Dick. Christmas,

C.
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Ebenezer! Let's have the shutters up, before a
man can say Jack Robinson'"

Spint of Past: “A small matter. to make these

silly folks so full of gratitude.”

Ghost of Present: “You
have never seen the like
of me before!™

Scrooge: “Never.”

am afraid | have not
Have you had many
brothers. Spirit?"
Ghost of Present: “More
than eighteen hundred.”

Scrooge: “A tremendous

family to provide for!" “Merry Chnistmas! Out
upon merry Chnstmas' What's Chnistmas time
to you but a time for paying bills without money
a time for finding yourself a year older, but not
an hour ncher; a ime for balancing your books
and having every item in ‘em through a round
dozen of months presented dead against you”"

Fred: “But | am sure | have always thought of
Chnstmas time as a good time; a kind, forgiving,
chantable, pleasant time; the only time | know
of when men and women seem to open their
shut-up heants freely. And therefore. uncle,
though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver
in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good,
and will do me good; and I say, God bless it!"

Tiny Tim: “God bless Us, Every One'"

Do You ReJECT THE IDEA,
ACTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES?

Marley's Ghost: “*Man of the worldly mind' Do
you believe in me or not?"

Scrooge: “I must. But why do spinits walk the
earth, and why do they come to me””

Marley's Ghost: It g

1s required of every

man. that the spiril

within  him should

walk abroad among

his fellowmen and

travel far and wide:

and il that gpiril goes

not forth in life, 1t

is condemned to do

so after death. It 1s

doomed to wander through the world—oh,
woe is me' —and witness what it cannot share.
but might have shared on earth, and tumed to
happiness'

Scrooge: “Spint, tell me if Tiny Tim will live

Ghost of Present: “I see a vacant seat in the poor
chimney-comer, and a crutch without an owner,
carefully preserved. If these shadows remain
unaltered by the Future, the child will die’

Scrooge: “No, no, Oh, no, kind Spirit! say he

t will be spared.

Ghost of Present: “What then? If he be like to
die. he had better do it, and decrease the surplus
population.”

Scrooge: “Men’s courses will foreshadow
certain ends, to which, 1If persevered in, they
must lead, but if the courses be departed from,
the ends will change. Say it,is thus with what
you show me'™

"Phantom of Future: The finger pointed from the
grave to him. and back again.

Scrooge: “Spirit! Hear me! | am not the man 1
was. | will not be the man | must have been but

for this intercourse. Why show me this 1f | am

past all hope
SHoOULD You ONLY BLESS THOSE

WHo BLESs You First?
Bob Cratchit: “I'll give you
Mr. Scrooge, the Founder of #
the Feast
Mrs. Cratchit: “The Founder
of the Feast indeed! I
should be Chrisimas Dav,
| am sure. on which one
dnnks the health of such
an odious. stingy, hard.
unfeeling man as Mr. Scrooge

Bob Cratchit: “My dear, Chnstmas Day
Mrs. Cratchit: “I'll drink

h:z heaith for your sake
and the Duv's,
his. Long life to hun! A

nal  [or

\. merry Christmas and a
8 happy new year!
Fred: “Hcre is a glass ol
mulled wine readv to ouir
hanil;, and | say, ‘Unile
Scrooge!” A Mermy
Chnstmas and a Happy
New Year (o0 the old man. whatever he is' He
wouldn't take it from me, but may he have it
nevertheless. Uncle Scrooge

Everyone: “Well! Uncle Scrooge

Is ANYONE BEYOND REDEMPTION?
IF A SCROOGE CAN BE SAVED CAN
ANYONE BE DOOMED?
Scrooge: “l will live in the Past, the Present, and
the Future! The Spints of all Three shall strive
within me. Oh Jacob Marley! Heaven, and the
Christmas Time be praiscd for this! | say it on
my knees. old Jacob, on my knees' A merry
Christmas to everybody! A happy New Year to
all the world
Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all,
and infinitely more. and to Tiny Tim, who did
not die, he was a second father. He became a:
)d a friend, as good a master. and as good
a man, as the geod old city knew, or any other
pood old city, in the
good old world
And it was always
f him. that
{C
Christmas
f any man
possessed the
knowledge Mﬂ‘\' 4 Py i
that be truly said L
of us, and all of us g
And so, as Tiny Tim
observed, God bless
Us, Every One

ala

he

knew how

ell

any

NO POVERTY.
No CRARITY.
NO WASTE.

It is not chance.
It is choice.
Your choice. i

Get Information Now, P (armer

800-317-2812

r

ATTORNEY

DAviD L. CARRIER
39 Years Practicing Law

BA, Notre Dame; D, Boston University Law
Master of Laws, Tax, Georgetown University Law
Captain, US Army, JAGC (Veteran)

Noiton Shores
131 S. Seaway Drive
Norton Shores, Mi

(616) 361-8400

Holland
12330 james Suite B10
Holland, Mmi

(616) 796-9600

TN PN e


http://www.DavidCarrierLaw.com
mailto:David@DavidCarrierLaw.com

6A | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2021

| O & EMEDIA

Northville’s Miss America contestant
secures scholarship money in competition

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
A )AY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Juggling a 32-credit medical school
course load while serving as Miss Mich
igan and competing in the Miss America
pageant was equal parts exhilaration,
exhaustion and reward for Northville
native graduate Vivian Zhong

“When 1 returned home (Friday
night), I slept 16 straight hours,” Zhong
admitted during a Sunday afternoon in-
terview. “Myself and a lot of my 50 sister
Miss America contestants have been
texting photos of ourselves waking up
from our extended sleeps.

“Every day 1 was there we were up
until at least midnight rehearsing and
doing other things, and then we'd be up
at 6 a.m. the next morning. After a
while, you're running on the adrenaline
that the excitement of the event cre-
ates.

The 100th Miss America Pageant was
held at the Mohegan Sun Resort in Un-
casville, Connecticut. For the first time
in modern-day history, it was lives-
treamed on the Peacock Network and
not televised live on mainstream televi-
sion.

Although Zhong was not selecicd as a
top-10 contestant during the Dec. 16 fi-
nale, she cashed in on her intelligence
and wide appeal across America by se-
curing $24,000 in scholarships.

Zhong, who performed a 90-second
version of Frederic Chopan’'s Minute
Waltz in the talent competition, won
$1,000 after being named the best talent
of the contestants not in the pageant’s
top 10. She pocketed another $10,000 in
scholarship money by winning the
America’'s Choice award, which is decid-
ed by an online public vote, and a
$10,000 Women in STEM scholarship.

Each contestant also received $3,000
for qualifying for the pageant.

“I think the most difficult part of the
entire experience was seeing how dis-
appointed some of my sisters were who
didn't make the top 10,” Zhong said.
“This is a multi-year effort to get here to
this stage for many us, me included, so
there is some disappointed when you
fall short of your goals.

. 4

Northville native Vivian Zhong is interviewed during the 100th Miss America Pageant. PHOTOS COURTESY OF VIVIAN ZHONG

“Ultimately, though, we have to re-
member that the opinion of five judges
shouldn't make us feel down about our-
selves. Just to make it to that stage is an
accomplishment we all need to feel
proud about.”

One of the week’s highlights for
Zhong was an opportunity to meet Far-
mington Hills native Kirsten Haglund,
who earned the Miss America title in
2008.

“I was 10 years old the year Kirsten
won and | remember telling my mom, ‘I
want to do that someday’,” Zhong re-
counted. “Kirsten has lived in Europe
since | started competing (for Miss
Michigan) so this was the first time I got
to talk to her. It was a surreal experi-
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ence.”

Zhong has been an advocate for her
social impact initiative “Golden War-
riors: Fight Like a Kid” throughout her
term as Miss Michigan, which runs
through June of 2022

Now that she’'s home and break from
medical school, Zhong has one goal on
her mind.

“I'm going to spend a few days relax-
ing with my family and chilling a little
after a busy few months,” she said.

Emma Broyles was crowned Miss
America 2022, the first Miss Alaska to
win the competition.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375-113.

Zhong smiles after completing her
rendition of Frederic Chopan's “Minute
Waltz" during the pageant.
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Detroit-based ]ewelry enterprlse opens at Twelve Oaks Mall

David Veselenak Hometownlife com
JSA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Lc¢ <ing for a unique gift this holiday
seaso. = The newest shop at Twelve
Oaks Malil may have that perfect item to
check off the list.

Rebel Nell, the Detroit-based jewelry
maker known for its pieces made with
graffiti, opened a retail shop in the space
formerly occupied by Michael Kors at
the Novi mall.

The company is known for bringing
in artists, mostly women, who come
from hard situations and pays them to
design and create jewelry that includes
atypical material such as graffiti taken
off the streets of cities like Detroit and
Chicago. That desire to help others in
need led her and her staff to seek expan-
sion opportunities.

“We really want to grow our business.
We want to expand; we want to tell more
people about what we're doing,” said
Amy Peterson, CEO of Rebel Nell and a
Detroit resident. “The more sales we
have, the more women we can empow-
er.

Described as a social enterprise, Re-

Twelve Oaks Mall's Rebel Nell.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE. COM

bel Nell began in 2013 as a way to hire
women at local shelters. Once hired,
these artists take elements — fallen
graffiti is a signature material — and
craft them into items like necklaces,
earrings and even bottle stoppers.
“They’re not only one-of-a-kind be-
cause of the women who had the vision,
but also because of the material,” Peter-

son said.

The venture has helped dozens of
women, including assisting many to se-
cure full-time employment.

It's not just graffiti that makes up the
pieces. Peterson and her crew have se-
cured material from all types of cultur-
ally-significant locations, including
pieces of the original paper mache Big
Heads made 80 years ago in Italy seen in
America’'s Thanksgiving Day Parade
each year in downtown Detroit. Also on
sale are pieces created using paint chips
from the dugout at Comerica Park.

“We try to showcase the history of
the pieces with each piece,” she said.

The lines have become so successful
that Rebel Nell has begun to expand its
collections to cultural pieces in other
communities that were sold online as
well. Peterson has connected with
pieces in places like Chicago, Atlanta
and Miami. Other material included
pieces that came from Truist Park, the
home of the Atlanta Braves. That line
became popular this year, Peterson said,
since the team won the World Series in
November.

The Twelve Oaks location marks the

Sellmg your home to your child can be a win-win,

Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

Dear Rick

My husband and I decided to move
into a senior independent facility. We
have looked into a number of options
and the one that we prefer requires a
substantial upfront buy-in. The month-
ly payments are not a problem because
my husband’s pension and our Social
Security will more than cover our costs.
The only issue is the large upfront buy-
in; however, we figure that we can use
the proceeds from the sale of our home.

Our plan was to sell in the spring.
When we told our three children our
plans, one of my sons said he would like
to purchase the house.

Do you see any potential problems,
and how should we proceed? We want
to make sure that everything is on the
up and up and that we are fair to our son;
but at the same time, fair to us.

Karen

Dear Karen

If done correctly, the sale of the home
to a family member can be a win-win for
both parties. From your standpoint as
the seller, you don’t have to worry about
getting the home ready for sale and all
the hassles that go with the sale proc-
ess. At the same time, your son from the
buyer standpoint is buying a home that
he knows. In addition, both parties can
potentially save money since you don't
have to pay real estate commissions on
the sale of the home. This can save up-
wards of six percent of the sales price.
That being said, there are some mine-
fields that can cause problems that you
want to avoid.

I believe it is best to hire an appraiser
to determine the fair market value of the
home. It is important from the begin-
ning of the process that both sides of the
transaction agree on the fair price of the
home.

After you agree on the price, 1 think
your son should have the home inspect-
ed. This way, everyone will know the
true condition of the property and if any
repairs are needed. Having the house
inspected keeps everyone on the same
page as to the condition of the home.

In addition, I believe your son should
sit down with the mortgage company to
make sure that he has the wherewithal
to qualify for the mortgage. After all, in
this transaction you cannot do any sell-
er financing because you will need the
proceeds for your buy-in.

Once you've completed the afore-
mentioned steps, I recommend that you
hire a qualified real estate attorney to

first retail location for Rebel Nell outside
of Detroit. When Peterson discovered
the option to open a retail shop in one of
metro Detroit’s busiest malls, especially
during the holidays, she knew it was a
great option to have more people learn
about their products and cause.

“We're taking a leap of faith and this
opportunity presented itself here and
we thought what a great way to expand
our audience and to tell more people
about us outside of Detroit and this is
what happened,” she said.

Peterson said supporting the women
she works with is a big reason she want-
ed to change career paths; before
launching Rebel Nell, she said she
worked as an attorney for the Detroit Ti-
gers. Seeing the impact her new compa-
ny has made, Peterson said, has made
the career change worth it.
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