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Road projects have communities worried

Canton, Northville business owners,
residents question construction details

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The distance from the front door of

Canton Township’'s iconic Rusty Nail
Lounge to the curb that lines ultra-busy

Ichabod, a

Ford Road is roughly the length of an in-
door shuffleboard table, which worries
the business’s longtime owner John
Johnson.

Johnson isn’t planning on placing a
gaming table in front of his landmark

venue that has been run by his family
since 1976; his concern is rooted in the
Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion's steadily-approaching Ford Road
boulevard project, which will require
widening the road’s existing footprint.
“What amI goingtodo if the sidewalk
and easement in front of my building is
taken (for the widening project)?,”
Johnson asked. “Will I have to bulldoze
the building and sell the property at a

reduced cost than what it'd go for now?

“This place has survived a lot of ad-
versity when my dad (Russell
Johnson) passed away in 2005, the
changing of the smoking laws and ev-
erything we've had to deal with with
COVID. I hope (the boulevard project)
isn’t the thing that ultimately does us
in.

See PROJECTS, Page 3A

malamute
once destined

for dog meat, |

Vv

now at home
in Oakland

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Ichabod, an Alaskan malamute,
could have been dog meat in China two
years ago.

But a rescue intercepted the truck
containing Ichabod and about 100 oth-
er dogs on its way to the slaughter-
house. Now, thanks to No Dogs Left
Behind and Gayle Ellias, the malamute
with a disability has a forever home
and a new purpose in Michigan as a
therapy dog.

“He gives a message that you can
endure something unimaginable, but
it doesn’t define you,” Ellias, a White
Lake resident and Ichabod’'s human
companion, said. “People and dogs, we
heal and life goes on and we can still
experience joy and pleasure.”

Ichabod's destiny has dramatically
changed in the 2 years since Ellias first
saw photos of him as a dog available
for adoption in March 2020 on No
Dogs Left Behind, a 501c3 non-profit
founded four years before by Jeff Beri
and dedicated to rescuing dogs from
the illegal dog meat trade in Asia.

COVID-19 was just hitting the U.S.
and would turn the globe upside down,
but Ellias was focused on a furry face
across the globe. She had five dogs al-
ready, but this brown and white mala-
mute was calling to her.

Ellias knew that malamutes are al-

See ICUAR~™ Page 3A
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Kevin Szawala, Mister Peace, addresses a gathering Jan. 18 at South Lyon’s Brummer Elementary. The peace and unity

speaker/rapper was brought to the school by the South Lyon Community Coalition. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Mr. Peace comes to South Lyon
with positive message for kids

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Maybe now more than ever, peace is
negded in a world suffering through a
pandemic.

Kevin Szawala sought te bring some

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar
items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

with him to South Lyon children
throughout January, speaking and rap-
ping to dozens of elementary students
after school this month in an anti-bully-
ing crusade. ; .

The visits from the 2003 South Lyon
High School valedictorian known as
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“Mr. Peace,” coincided with the annual
observation of Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, and Szawala incorporated the slain
Civil Rights leader's mantra: “The time
is always right to do what is right.”

See MR. PEACE, Page 3A
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Highland

Township
woman, 75,
dies week
after crash

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A 75-year-old woman has died from
injuries she sustained in a car crash
earlier this month in Highland Town-
ship.

Oakland County Sheriff’s deputies
said Lemma Robiadek, 75, was driving
a Honda Civic on westbound Highland
Road at 12:33 p.m. Jan. 8 when a Chev-
rolet Equinox driven by a 68-year-old
woman left a business near the High-
land Park Drive intersection and
turned in front of Robiadek’s vehicle.

Both Highland Township women [

were injured and hospitalized because
of their injuries. The younger driver
was treated and released from the hos-
pital a few days later. f

Robiadek died at the hospital on |
Jan. 15, according to an online obituary |
through Elton Black and Son Funeral
Home. ‘

Deputies said the crash remainsun- |
der investigation. ‘

Both women were wearing seat- |
belts. \
Factors apparently do not include |
drugs and alcohol.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at |
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303- |
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan- |
vela.
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Canton man sentenced to 19 years in
prison on sexual exploitation charge

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Canton man was sentenced to
19 years in a prison on a charge of sexu-
ally exploiting a child.

Shailesh Patel, 54, also must pay a
$50,000 fine, according to federal
prosecutors, who issued a statement
about the Jan. 20 sentencing.

And he still faces a March sentenc-
ing in Third Circuit Court in Detroit af-
ter also pleading guilty to criminal sex-
ual conduct charges, once again in-
volving children. The girls were ones
he knew through a Hindu temple
where he volunteered.

Federal prosecutors say Patel admit-
ted that, about 10 years ago, he gave a
10-year-old girl his cellular phone to
make a video that qualified as child por-
nography on at least one occasion.

The victim said this pattern repeated
approximately 30 times. Court docu-
ments stated he abused the child begin-
ning when she was as young as 5 and
continued until she was 12.

The victim, who also is central to the
Third Circuit CSC charges, has said the
abuse is a “burden that 1 will carry for
the rest of my life, and so will those peo-
ple in my life who love me the most, my
family and friends.”

“The victim in this case demonstrat-

ed great courage coming forward with
her story, stopping Patel’'s abuse and
likely preventing future victims,” US At-
torney Dawn N. Ison stated. “The United
States Attorney’s Office remains dedi-
cated to the safety of children and hold-
ing abusers like Patel responsible for
their actions.”

The Canton Police Department in-
vestigated Patel with the help of the
FBI's Southeast Michigan Trafficking
and Exploitation Crimes Task Force and
state and federal prosecutors.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Follow her on Twitter @susan-
vela.

Whitmer hosts Canton Twp.
women in business roundtable

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The woman who has endured argu-
ably the most turbulent term in the
history of Michigan governorships —
including surviving an alleged murder
and kidnapping plot and leading the
state’s navigation through a once-in-
a-century pandemic — offered and so-
licited advice with a group of Canton
Township-area small business owners
Jan. 20.

And Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s ap-
pearance at the 45-minute business
roundtable held in a Summit on the
Park banquet room (although there
was no actual roundtable due to pan-
demic distancing protocols) was
greatly appreciated, said Canton busi-
nesswoman Tammy Haggerty, who
helped organize the event at the re-
quest of the governor’s office.

“I thought it went really well,” Hag-
gerty, owner of Jacob Matthew Jewel-
ers, said. “It was nice of the governor to
sit and listen to us with no political
talk.”

Whitmer will reportedly sprinkle
anecdotes she gathered during her five
or six roundtable events across the
state into her Jan. 26 State of the State
address.

“My term has included a global pan-
demic, a 40-year flood, calls for racial
justice, a divisive legislature and a kid-
napping and murder plot, so people
naturally ask me: Why do you do this?”
Whitmer told the close to a dozen busi-
ness owners and community leaders
during her closing remarks.

“I do it because I love the state of
Michigan. Our state isn't always de-
picted on the national news in flatter-
ing terms, but that’s not who we are.
This is a state of hard-working people,
people who care about their families. I
want to help solve the problems we're
having so that our kids can live a better
quality of life than we’ve always had.”

The sharpest point of contention

the following Boards & Commissions:

Beautification Commission
Building Authority
Economic Development Corporation

Library Board
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Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer answers a question during the Jan. 20 women
in business roundtable in Canton Township. PHOTOS BY ED WRIGHT/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

among the attendees — most of whom
own their own businesses — was re-
building their workforce during a
stretch when securing employees has
been more difficult than ever.

Midway through the discussion,
Whitmer asked the attendees if they
had any advice they could share that
may get the ball rolling on a form of
workforce-expanding legislation.

Medina Atchinson of Belleville's
Atchinson Ford lamented how the size
of her workforce has shrunk dramat-
ically in recent years.

“I'll have potential employees come
in, fill out the paperwork, get licensed
and trained — all at my expense — and
then when it comes to start working,
they ghost me,” Atchinson said. “They
go to the unemployment office and tell
them they applied for a job at my busi-
ness, but I told them no. They're playing
the system.”

Atchison said she wants to see the
unemployment office work with busi-
nesses to determine if someone apply-
ing for benefits really followed through
with their job search.

“There needs to be a checklist they

can run down,” she said. “The way it is

now, they're taking the unemployed
person’'s word for it.”
Other top topics of conversation in-

cluded finding a remedy for high-priced
daycare — a hurdle people often cite for
not working — and developing a consis-
tent list of COVID-19-related protocols
(i.e. mask-wearing and vaccinations).

“The CDC (Center for Disease Con-
trol) seems to change its stance on a dai-
ly basis regarding mask-wearing and
vaccinations related to workplaces,”
said Lisa Pardington, owner of Canton’s
Holiday Market. “We need some long-
term consistency because COVID isn’t
going away anytime soon.”

Rising costs of supplies is also hin-
dering business owners like Szechuan's
Jennifer Brock, who said the cost of a
case of chicken has increased from $30
to $100 in the past year.

“We have to keep raising the prices of
our meals, but how much longer can we
do this?” Brock asked.

Whitmer acknowledged there are no
easy answers, and Canton isn’t unique
to the financial and workforce struggles.

“It's a global problem that we're
working long hours to fix,” she said. “As
women-led business owners, commu-
nity leaders and women who are raising
families, your hard work inspires me.

“I look forward to the the post-pan-
demic days when we can all meet again
at one of your places and talk about
more pleasant matters.”

Ordinance

permit

by 3 PM.

NOTICE
CITY OF NOVI
REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT
PTSLU22-0002

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the representative for Feldman Chevy Novi is
requesting a Temporary Special Land Use Permit in accordance with 7.6.2 of the Novi
Zoning Ordinance for temporary parking at parcel 50-22-14-376-009, south of Crescent
Blvd. and east Town Center Drive from February 15, 2022 through February 15, 2023.
The property is zoned TC (Town Center) and the use is contrary to 3.27 of the Novi Zoning

A public hearing can be requested by any property owner whose property is located within
300 feet of the boundary of the property being considered for a temporary special land use

A public hearing will be held at 10:00 am on February 18, 2022 at the Novi Civic Center,
45175 Ten Mile Road in the Mayors Conference Room. All written comments should be
directed to Nina Schaffrath and must be received prior to Monday, February 14, 2022
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by 3 PM.

NOTICE
CITY OF NOVI
REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT
PTSLU22-0002

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the representative for Toyota Boshoku America is
requesting a Temporary Special Land Use Permit in accordance with 7.6.2 of the Novi
Zoning Ordinance for temporary storage at 46876 Dylan Drive north of Twelve Mile and
east of West Park Drive from February 158, 2022 through August 18, 2023. The property is
zoned OST (Office Service Technology) and the use is contrary to 3.20 2. D. of the Novi Zoning

A public hearing can be requested by any property owner whose property is located within
300 feet of the boundary of the property being considered for a temporary special land use

A public hearing will be held at 11:00 am on February 18, 2022 at the Novi Civic Center,
45175 Ten Mile Road in the Mayors Conference Room. All written comments should be
directed to Nina Schaffrath and must be received prior to Monday, February 14, 2022
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Rodent poison
caused death
of eagle found
in Northville

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A bald eagle found in a distressed state on a North-
ville Township bike path Nov. 20, 2021, died the same
day from rodenticide poisoning, a Department of
Natural Resources necropsy revealed.

“At some point the bird ingested a prey item that
was likely poisoned by brodifacoum,” said Hannah
Schauer, a communications and education coordina-
tor for the DNR’s Wildlife Division.

“Brodifacoum, which is a rodenticide, was found
in the liver analysis of the bird. The gross examina-
tion findings showed the bird had pulmonary con-
gestion and pulmonary edema as well as hemorrha-
ges on the surface of the lungs and the heart, and
congestion of the liver and the kidneys.”

Schauer said the final diagnosis is labeled brodifa-
coum toxicosis.

Due to the toxicology results, the bird’s carcass
was incinerated per the federal Eagle Repository’s re-
quest, Schauer added.

Normally, once a bald eagle’s cause of death is de-
termined, its carcass is transported to the National
Eagle and Wildlife Property Repository in Commerce
City, Colorado. Native American communities often
submit orders for pairs of wings, tails, heads, pairs of
talons or the bird’s trunk, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service website states.

Because the bird found in Northville Township
died from rodenticide poisoning, its body parts can-
not be used by Native American communities.

Anticoagulant rodenticides like brodifacoum are a
type of rodent poison that kills by preventing blood
from clotting normally, resulting in fatal internal
hemorrhage or bleeding, according to a wildlife-cen- .
tered website based in Massachusetts, where two ea-
gles have succumbed to rodenticides since March
2021

“Birds of prey can be poisoned by anticoagulant
rodenticides in two ways: 1) primary poisoning when
an animal directly eats the bait and dies several days
later; or 2) secondary poisoning when a predator or
scavenger eats prey that has consumed the bait,” a
post on the website said. “While bald eagles primari-
ly eat fish, they are opportunistic foragers and will
scavenge or prey on a variety of animals.”

Last year, 32 dead bald eagles were turned in from
New York alone. A total of 21 birds or bird parts (from
both bald and golden eagles) were returned to the
state from the federal repository for use by Native
Americans for religious/ceremonial purposes.

More than 3,000 orders were filled last year by the
repository, and the current backlog for orders ex-
ceeds 6,000, the website said.

Northville Township resident Bob Ondrus spotted
the distressed bald eagle on a bike path that runs be-
hind his home in the Northville Ridge subdivision,
about a half-mile east of the Arbor Hills Landfill at Six
Mile and Napier roads in Salem.

“I heard a whoosh sound,” Ondrus explained.
“When I looked over at the bike path that runs behind
our backyard, I saw a bald eagle sitting there. It was
very unusual because I've never seen an eagle any-
where close to this area.

“I thought it was odd, too, because eagles usually
don’t land near humans. It was almost as if she saw
me out there and was telling me she needed help.”

When Ondrus grabbed his camera and walked
over to the spot where the eagle landed, he realized
the situation was dire.

“It looked kind of dizzy when I got close to it,” On-
drus said. “Then it put its wings out and I knew it was
not good. There was no blood visible, but you could
tell something wasn’t right.”

The eagle was transported to the Howell Nature
Center before being transferred to the Eaton Rapids-
based Wildside Rehabilitation & Education Center,
which is capable of testing for lead poisoning in birds
of prey. The eagle died a short time after arriving in
Eaton Rapids.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home-
townlife.com or 517-375-113.

Mr. Peace

Continued from Page 1A

“Darkness can’t drive out darkness, only light can,
and hate can’t drive out hate, only love can,” Szawala
said. “My other key themes are treat everyone like you
treat your best friend, see them for their heart first.
Hurt people hurt people — it’s a big reason for bullying,
but I let them know they can also choose to be healed
people that heal people.”

Szawala, a Commerce Township resident, preaches
positivity and has traveled to more than 20 states,
speaking to more than a million people in 1,100 schools
across the country.

He has returned close to home to launch his latest
presentation, "Look at the Heart First.”

Paige George, director of the South Lyon Communi
ty Coalition, brought him to the district through grant
funds from the Oakland County Health Network.

The program has been a “real eye-opener” for the
kids she has watched line up to tell Szawala stories
about being uncomfortable on the playground and
more.

"My hope is the kids walk away knowing who they
are is enough,” George said. “Right now in this world,

(NR)

Ichabod

Continued from Page 1A

ready a difficult breed to place — they are large and
shed a huge amount of fur. And this one had addi-
tional challenges, as well. Ichabod has luxated patel-
las, deformed kneecaps which hinders his ability to
walk normally. He would also need to be flown to the
United States at her expense.

But watching videos of him playing with the other
dogs, she thought he seemed very chill. He made her
laugh. She didn’t know if he could be a therapy dog or
if his condition could be corrected surgically, but she
felt he could fit in with her pack and she knew she
wanted to give him the best life possible.

Due to COVID-19, she began an online relationship
with Ichabod for nine months, before meeting him
upon his arrival at the JFK Airport in New York on
Valentine's Day nearly a year ago.

Upon meeting him, her sense that Ichabod had a
great personality and would be a wonderful therapy
dog was confirmed.

But while he would need training for that from the
Alliance of Therapy Dogs, there was no changing his
physical disability. A veterinary orthopedic specialist
told Ellias he had never seen knees like Ichabod’s in
his career. She was advised against having surgical
correction attempted on Ichabod, who walks in what
she describes as a “permanent yoga squat.”

Ellias obtained a custom-made wheelchair for
Ichabod, and he shows zero interest in it.

“He just doesn’t believe he is disabled and I don’t
think I'm going to tell him,” she said.

Instead, Ichabod, who is about 5-years-old, is per-
fectly content to be what he was always meant to be:
a beloved pet, a member of a pack, a comfort in his
new role as a therapy dog.

The malamute who was saved from a horrific end
half way around the world has a home here now, and
Ellias, an outpatient therapist, hopes the dog saved
from suffering now eases pain and gives comfort to
others. Ichabod offered solace to Oxford students af-
ter their endurance of a shooting tragedy at their high
school. On a regular basis, he now serves as a furry
pal at the Friendship Circle in West Bloomfield, a
non-profit intended to provide. every individual with
special needs the support friendship and inclusion
they deserve.

“Therapy dogs make such a positive difference in
the lives of children with special needs,” Bassie
Shemtov, co-founder of Friendship Circle, said.

Projects

Continued from Page 1A

Northville Township residents who live on Beck
Road between Six and Eight Mile roads are facing the
same level of anxiety Johnson feels as a project that
would potentially widen the two-lane road to five
lanes — dubbed “Beck To The Future” — is being pro-
posed by governmental leaders in Wixom and Novi,
who would like to see the project extend south to
Northville Township.

During an informational meeting hosted by North-
ville Township in November 2021, several property
owners who live along Beck Road lamented the pos-
sibility that the value and livability of their longtime
homes — some structures already perilously close to
the narrow shoulder — would suffer if the widening
project was greenlighted.

The daunting part of the roadway-widening pro-
jects for residents and business owners is a right
called eminent domain: the ability of the government
to take private property for fair compensation as long
as a legitimate public purpose has been established.

Birmingham, Michigan-based attorney Jerome
Pesick, who has specialized in eminent domain cases
for over three decades, said property-taking cases
are rarely overturned by courts.

“When you're talking about roadway projects like
these, it's highly unlikely a court would declare the
project isn’t for a public purpose and stop it from go-
ing forward,” Pesick said.

Pesick, whose clients included companies im-
pacted by the upcoming construction of the Gordie
Howe Bridge over the Detroit River, said he has seen a
range of results from eminent domain cases.

“In the worst-case scenarios, businesses have un-
fortunately had to relocate when their property was

we need love and kindness and that is what he teach-
es.” ‘ .

Szawala is far from the initial path he lit out on after
his high school graduation—attending the University
of Michigan where he majored in economics and later
earned a master's in business administration before
going to work in the auto industry.

In 2010, he detoured to a road less traveled, becom-
ing a youth motivational speaker who aims to change
hearts and minds.

Szawala tailors topics to the audience he is address-
ing, offering presentations on not only anti-bullying,
but also substance abuse prevention, suicide aware-
ness, leadership, diversity, and overcoming limiting
beliefs.

He connects with his young audiences through hip-
hop and as a spoken word poet and at least equally as
important, he listens to their stories and shares them
with others to let them know they are not alone.

“That is what unites us,” Szawala said. “Kids that
are 5 to 7 years old are already going through a lot and
they can still choose kindness. Usually you can hear a
pin drop, because they really respond.”

No matter what his speech, Szawala aims to im-
prove mental health, something he said has been real-
ly impacted in the pandemic.

He notes too, that people often carry things with
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Gayle Ellias with her dog, Ichabod, at Bloomfield
Township's Bloomer Park. The malamute was rescued

from China and is now a certified Alliance of Therapy
Dogs volunteer. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

“They help with the emotional well being of children as
well as being a source for sensory integration. Having
Ichabod visit Friendship Circle means so much to our
families. Our participants gravitate toward him and
enjoy their special time together.”

Ellias notes that some children are very afraid of
dogs and she is so proud of how Ichabod lies still and
wags his tail, sensing what is needed for each child.

“He is good at reading kids,” she said. “He is very
calm and if someone is excited, he remains calm. Kids
make noise or move quickly and gesture and it doesn't
phase him. His temperament is really solid.”

Ichabod might not be as calm at home when his fa-
vorite treat is offered. When a can of sardines is
opened, he gets “the zoomies,” Ellias laughs.

He also “worms,” tilting his head and digging at the
ground like a bird, and he tends to get a second wind at
2 in the morning.

His life is good now and Ichabod shows no signs of
holding a grudge from the life he came from. Instead,
Ichabod simply exemplifies love and perseverance and
gives back as good dogs do.

In the spring, Ellias will publish a children’s rhym
ing book she wrote titled, “Ichabod: Where is the Glo-

ry?”

taken,” he said. “At minimum, a lot of businesses lose
valuable parking spaces.”

Once the design process is completed for roadway
reconfiguration projects, government entities will
send an appraiser to the affected properties before in-
forming the property owners what they feel is a fair
price for the land they need to take.

“One problem is that the government’s appraisers
don’t usually account for loss of future financial gain,”
Pesick said.

Victims of eminent domain situations are not en
tirely powerless, Pesick emphasized.

“The first piece of advice I'd offer a business owner
or resident is to never accept the government’s initial
offer,” Pesick said. “Secondly, the property owner
should have the property appraised by an appraiser of
their choosing and hire an attorney.

“The government is required to reimburse the prop
erty owner for the cost of the appraisal and attorney
fees, which is something few municipalities tell the
property owners,” he added. “A lot of people feel they
don't have the financial means to fight the govern
ment, so they accept the initial offer. This doesn’t have
to happen.”

The good news for Johnson, other business owners
and the potentially-affected residents along Beck
Road is that construction on Ford Road could be years
away from starting and the Beck Road widening pro-
ject is far from a certainty, at least based on the mo
mentous opposition delivered by Northville Town
ships residents.

But Johnson is still understandably leery about
what the future holds for his Canton Township fixture

“Just the construction alone on Ford Road once the
boulevard project starts is capable of creating a reces
sion for businesses along this road,” Johnson lament
ed. “Even if it's five years from now, I don't want to
have to end what has been a successful run at this lo
cation.”

them for far longer—sometimes decades of not forget
ting past hurts. He encourages forgiveness

“There are a lot of opiniqns out there, but not all of
them matter,” he noted. “The biggest thing is to em
power these kids.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on Twit
ter @SusanBromleylO.
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Jeopardy! test part adrenaline rush, part ego-deflater

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Halle Berry, of all people, may have
cost me an opportunity to appear as a
contestant on “Jeopardy!”

I settled down at my laptop one re-
cent afternoon and signed up for the on-
line “Jeopardy!” test — the first step in a
journey I hoped would end with a buzz-
er-in-hand meeting with Ken Jennings,
Mayim Bialik or whomever happened to
be hosting the game show during my
national TV debut.

As a lifelong Detroit Lions fan, I was
seriously hoping Aaron Rodgers would
be named the show’s permanent host
several months ago, giving my favorite
(and eternally below average) NFL team
a significantly better chance of beating
(or at least covering the point spread
against) the Green Packers in their
twice-a-year encounters.

I'll take Tough Test for $200, Ken

I learned the test wasn't a casual mix
of true-or-false and multiple-choice
questions (true or false: Lincoln is bur-
ied in Grant’s Tomb). Instead, test tak-
ers are required to type in the answer to
50 questions with a less-than-generous
time allowance of 15 seconds per ques-
tion. Heck, it took me 14 seconds just to
read and digest a few of the questions.
(This Victor Hugo work is divided into
five sections, including “Marius” and
‘Jean Valjean”, for example).

The daunting rules stirred awful
memories of high school biology exams,
and forcing me to contemplate trying
out for a less-demanding show like, say,
“Wheel of Fortune.”

Heart pounding, adrenaline pumping
and palms sweating, I clicked the start
button, unleashing the first question,
which turned out to be a hanging curve
ball for this fast-food aficionado: Dave
Thomas named this chain after his
daughter.

It took me seven seconds to type in
Wendy's and advance to question No. 2.
This was going to be a breeze, I thought,
until the second question burst my con-

fidence bubble: He was the “Barber of
Seville” prior to becoming Count Al-
vamiva’s Valet.

Nothing like the “Names in Opera”
category to halt one’s momentum, eh?

The questions came fast and furious.
Many were in my wheelhouse (Orga-
nized crime is the real Corleone family
business in this 1972 classic.); some
not so much (Most human cells con-
tain 46 of these.)

During one stretch near the middle of
the test I was rolling, having successful-
ly answered seven straight. I felt like
Steph Curry shooting threes in the com-
fort of his own driveway.

Then Halle Barry wandered along,
unknowingly squashing my mojo.

Under the heading “Famous
Spouses”, this question filled my mon-
itor: This actress featured in the X-
Men films was formerly married to
outfielder David Justice.

I knew Halle Berry was married to
David Justice, I was positive she was in
at least one X-Men film and I could pic-
ture her face as clear as day ... but I could
not think of her name.

My streak snapped, I struggled over
the final 15 or so questions.

Waiting game

Unlike my high school biology tests, I
will not find out how I fared on the
“Jeopardy!” online test for a while; may-
be never.

“If you don't hear back from us within
12 months of your Anytime Test, it could
be for a number of reasons,” a post-test
note reveals. “You may not have passed
the test. Or, you may have passed, but
we were unable to invite everyone who
passed to attend an in-person audition.”

I will keep my fingers crossed, but I'm
not holding my breath (nor should my
Hometown Life colleagues who are hop-
ing to write an article topped by the
headline, “Canton man to appear on
Jeopardy!”).

If 1don’t move on to the next round of
testing, I have no one to blame except
myself and, oh, one other person.

Who is Halle Berry?

Ed Wright takes the “Jeopardy!” test in an effort to appear on the game show.

COURTESY OF ED WRIGHT

I learned the test wasn't a casual mix of true-or-false and
multiple-choice questions (true or false: Lincoln is buried in
Grant’'s Tomb). Instead, test takers are required to type in
the answer to 50 questions with a less-than-generous time
allowance of 15 seconds per question.

Three common mistakes when investing for the future

Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

I recently did an interview where I
was asked to identify the three mistakes
that most investors make. 1 thought 1
would share my answers with you.

Not having a game plan: Most inves-
tors simply invest in what is hot and
popular. This is a serious mistake. To be
a successful investor, you must develop
a plan based upon your goals and objec-
tives. It is your goals and objectives that
guide you in how to invest your money.

In addition, investors must know the
timeframe they have to achieve their
goal. Someone who is retiring 30 years
from now would invest differently than
someone who is retiring a year from
now. [ like to analogize it to going on va-
cation. When you go on a vacation, you
do not pack first and then decide where
you are going. You only pack once you
know your destination, what you're go-

If you're a long-term
investor, the stock market
in general is not very risky.
On the other hand, if you're
investing for six months
down the road, the stock
market is very risky.

ing to do when you arrive and how long
you will be gone. It would be a serious
mistake to pack first, and then decide to
the location.

Investors who start investing before
developing a game plan are doing the
same thing as packing your suitcase be-
fore you know where you're going to go.
It is important for all investors to have a
game plan before you begin investing.

Not understanding risk: Frequently,
I hear people say things like U.S. trea-
suries and CDs are risk free; unfortu-
nately, that is not the case. As far as I'm
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concerned, there is no investment that
is risk free. If you invest in a federally
insured CD, we all know that when the
CD matures, you're going to get your
money. However, that doesn’t make it
risk free.

CDs are accompanied by purchasing
power risk. This means that money is
not keeping up with the increased cost
of living. Particularly in today’s world of
high inflation, purchasing power risk, if
ignored, can cause major problems.
Therefore, it's important for investors to
identify the risk in an investment before
investing, and make sure they're willing
to accept that risk.

It is important in understanding risk
to remember that risk is a function of
time. If you're a long-term investor, the
stock market in general is not very risky.
On the other hand, if you're investing for
six months down the road, the stock
market is very risky. The exact opposite
applies to CDs. If you're investing for six
months down the road, CDs are not very
risky. However, if you're a long-term in-
vestor, the purchasing power risk in a
CD is substantial.

Three common mistakes adults make
when investing for the future Owning
five stocks that are all technology-based
is not diversification. To be diversified,
you must have investments in different
areas. For example, to be diversified in
the stock market you need exposure to
large companies, small companies, and
mid-size companies, both domestic and
international. In the fixed-income area,
you need a variety of fixed-income in-
vestments such as corporate bonds,
government bonds and international
bonds. When you do not diversify, you
end up keeping all your eggs in one bas-
ket, and that is a mistake for investors.

To be a successful investor, it is im-
portant to start with a game plan, un-
derstand the risks involved, and main-
tain a diversified portfolio. Success is
certainly not guaranteed by doing these
things; however, it will give you the best
opportunity to be successful over the
long run.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad-
visor. Email your questions to rick@
bloomadvisors.com.

Portillo’s plans Livonia location

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A popular Chicago restaurant will
open its second Michigan location in
western Wayne County.

Portillo’s, known for its Italian beef
sandwiches, hot dogs and chocolate
cake, plans to locate a restaurant in Li-
vonia. The restaurant is planned for
13000 Middlebelt in the parking lot of
the Millennium Park shopping center.

The restaurant would locate in a new
out lot created in the center, situated be-
tween Outback Steakhouse and Meijer,
Mark Taormina, the city’s planning and
economic development director, said.

“Effectively this would be a fourth
new out lot and developed with a full
service restaurant with a drive up win
dow,” Taormina said

The proposal calls for a 7,900
square-foot building with 184 indoor
seats and 44 outdoor seats on a patio,
according to Toarmina's report on the
project for the planning commission.

Portillo’s first came to Michigan last
year when it opened a restaurant along
Hall Road in Sterling Heights. It's
known for its Chicago-style hot dogs
and other tasty dishes, such as the Ital-
ian Beef Sandwich.

Portillo’s declined comment on the
proposed development when reached
by Hometown Life.

Once the planning commission
makes a recommendation, the item will
go to the city council, which will make
the final decision.

Taormina said representatives from
Portillo’s were at the planning commis-
sion's study meeting, the precursor
meeting held before the commission’s
regular meeting to discuss projects. He
said they appear excited to open a res
taurant in Livonia and want to get work
started as soon as possible. It could po-
tentially open by the end of the year, he
said.

“They are super excited about this lo-
cation,” he said. “They can’'t move quick
enough to move this thing.”
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Birmingham Restaurant Week returns

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Birmingham Restaurant Week re-
turns looking a bit more normal this
year.

In-person dining returns for the an-
nual celebration of the city’s culinary
scene this year after COVID-19 restric
tions limited in-person dining during
last year's event. Restaurant Week tech-
nically runs for two weeks, running Jan.
24-28 and Jan. 31 toFeb. 4.

This year, more than 15 restaurants
will participate, with many offering spe-
cial restaurant week menus and some
with offerings for different weeks.

“Downtown Birmingham is known
regionally as a premier dining destina-
tion, offering a variety of restaurants
and cuisines. Restaurant Week is a great
time to try something new, or visit your
local favorites for special menus and
pricing,” Sean Kammer, executive direc-
tor of the Birmingham Shopping Dis-
trict, said in a statement. “The atmos-
phere remains festive this time of year,
with thousands of lights lining the
downtown streetscape. Plus, in the last
few months, several new retailers have
opened, so you may want to plan some
extra time to walk around and see the
shops while you're here.”

Restaurants participating in the an-
nual celebration include The French La-
dy, Streetside Seafood, Phoenicia, Ha-
zel's, Mare Mediterranean and more. A
full list of the participating restaurants
can be found at allinbirmingham.com.
There, customers can also see the spe-
cial menus for the event posted by the
participating restaurants.

The event featured more carryout op-
tions last year, since it began when in-
door dining was still prohibited by the
state in response to high levels of CO-
VID-19 cases. This year, the event re-
turns with no restrictions on indoor din-
ing.

Another change this year is parking
in the downtown structures. Unlike last
year when the parking structures were
free to park in, the structures reverted
back to charging depending on how long
visitors were parked inside.

But no worries to those who eat
quickly: the first two hours of parking in
downtown Birmingham remain free.
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Bird watchers walking in a wing-ter wonderland

&

Junfu Man Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Standing outside of the nature center
at Kensington Metropark in Milford,
photographer John Campbell puts bird
feed on his palm.

Within seconds, several tufted tit-
mice, black-capped chickadees, and
downy woodpeckers have visited and
taken food. Some even walked along his
arms.

Campbell taught biology at the Ply-
mouth-Canton schools for over 38 years
and has been coming to Kensington
Metropark for over 20 years.

“It has been great to be outside, con-
nect with nature, do what I like and be
safe (from the pandemic),” he said.

There are a lot of fun outdoor activ-
ities for winter in Michigan. A popular
one in metro Detroit is bird watching at
Kensington, which offers almost 4,500
acres of wooded and hilly terrain right
off Interstate 96.

Its nature center is surrounded by
lakes and miles of hiking trails, where
lots of nature lovers come here to hike
and photograph birds.

The nature center also runs several
educational programs for visitors, in-
cluding one called Chickadee Chow
Down. It runs from late December
through February. The hourlong guided
walking tour is aimed at helping visitors
identify songbirds and learn how to
properly feed them.

Victoria Sluder, the western district
interpretive supervisor of Huron-Clin-
ton Metroparks, said attracting song-
birds with food is tricky.

“Aside from black-capped chicka-
dees and downy woodpeckers, other
birds that will come in to investigate and
potentially land on one’s hand for seed
include tufted titmice (a relative of the
chickadees) and white-breasted nut-
hatches,” Sluder noted. “Occasionally
red-bellied woodpeckers and even
northern cardinals will come in close,
but they rarely land and feed.”

Sluder explains, “A songbird, some-
times identified as a passerine, is typi-
cally thought of as a perching bird that
has a “song,” which is why woodpeckers
don’t actually fit this category. Really,
they are seed-eaters that are just small
enough to perch on a hand.”

B S I s e :
Sunset over Kent Lake at the Kensington Metropark in Milford on Jan. 10.
PHOTOS BY JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS
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Michelle St. John and her son Donovan, 4, both of Canton, watch a sandhill crane
walk by them on the hiking trail.
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Naomi Cataldo, 4, of Highland, next to her mother Beth, feeds a woodpecker
from her hand.
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Versatility is key for high school
counselors during turbulent times

- L ¢
Y [

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As Canton High School counselor
Erin Demarest helped a student sign in
for a routine planning meeting with col-
league Barb Lehmann, Lehmann hus-
tled out of the office at an urgent pace,
trying to track down a student who was
experiencing a social-emotional emer-
gency.

Welcome to the new world of high
school counseling, where old-school re-
quirements (making sure seniors have
enough credits to graduate, offering
guidance on what extra-curricular ac-
tivities students should try, to name
two) now coexist with more-pressing
COVID-19/school violence-created
anxieties.

“We used to have more control over
our days, at least a little bit,” Demarest
said, harking back to pre-March 2020
times. “Now, there are more times when
you try to work on something — getting
graduation audits done, going through
kids' transcripts — and a student will
come in facing a crisis that makes you
drop what you're doing and attend to
their needs.

“The most important thing we do is
work with the kids who are dealing with
mental-health issues. I feel like we've
been going down this mental-health
road for several years now, but it's defi-
nitely gotten worse (since March
2020)."

Demarest revealed her daily work ap-
parel reflects the changing times.

“We wear tennis shoes now instead
of more dressy shoes because we have
to be actively ready in case we have to
run to one of the other schools to help a
student,” she said.

Counselors outnumbered

Plymouth-Canton Educational Park
counselors, who serve over 6,000 stu-
dents on the three-school campus, are
assigned approximately 350 students
each in the wake of the recent hiring of
three additional counselors (one more
per school).

The 350-to-1ratio ranks much better
than Michigan’s average (671-to-1), ac-
cording to statistics provided by the
American Student Counselor Associa-
tion, but worse than its recommenda-
tion of 250-to-1

“When we went from over 400 stu-
dents per counselor to 350, 1 thought 1
was going to notice a change,” Demarest
said. “But honestly, I have not felt a
change because even though I have few-
er kids, their social-emotional needs are
so much greater these days.”

Lehmann, a counselor at Canton
since 1998, fondly remembers her early
years in the field when she was assigned
to counsel roughly 250 students.

“It was nice because it was easier to
get to know your students,” Lehmann
said. “For instance, I'd see one of my
students waitressing at a restaurant
and be able to strike up a conversation.
Or when I'd pass one of my students in
the hallway I'd hear, ‘Hi, Ms. Lehmann!
How are you today! With so many stu-
dents now, it’s more difficult to build
those relationships.

“Overall, though, I still love my job
and connecting with the students as
much as [ can. It's more demanding
now, but still a very rewarding profes-
sion.”

Lehmann said the Plymouth-Canton
counselors’ workload increased once
Plymouth High School opened in 2002.

“They relocated counselors from Sa-
lem and Canton to Plymouth, but didn’t
hire replacements (for Salem and Can-
ton),” said Lehmann. “That’'s when our
ratios went up.”

“I love my job,” Demarest concurred.
“I think we all got into this field to help
students, make their lives easier in
some way, and we're doing that today
more than ever.”

Northville may consider
adding counselors

Northville Public Schools Board of
Education member Lindsey Wilson
raised the issue of adding more counsel-
ors to Northville High School’s staff dur-
ing the board’'s Jan. 4 meeting, noting
that its ratio of students per counselors
was in the 410-to-1 range.

“The national average is 420-to-1, but
our district has never settled for being
just average,” Wilson said, asking for the
topic to be added to a future board of
education agenda. “Our students have
voiced concerns recently that they
would like inore people to talk to besides
teachers and parents

“There was also a Wall Street Journal

o
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Canton High School counselor Erin Demarest meets

article recently that referred to a Na-
tional Academy of Science study that
suggested higher-achieving districts
like ours have a higher demand for
counselors. I've heard that it's very hard
for our high school students to see a
counselor these days.”

Demarest said she has met with a few
students who have shared school vio-
lence-related anxieties since in-person
learning resumed at Plymouth-Canton
Jan. 3 following a two-week holiday
break.

The holiday break was preceded by a
one-week return to virtual learning fol-
lowing a multi-hour lockdown on the
campus Dec. 9 that was triggered by a
student reporting seeing a fellow stu-
dent armed with a weapon.

A suspect was never named by local

‘ ”
L

Canton High School counselor Barb Lehmann meets with a student Jan. 11.
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law enforcement nor was a weapon lo-
cated, but the situation heightened ten-
sions at the campus affectionately
known as “The Park.”

“Having students away from school
for three weeks was a good decision, in
my opinion,” Demarest said. “It gave
them a chance to reset. I think if we
would have went right back to in-person
following the lockdown, we would have
had more students dealing with anxi-
eties related to the lockdown.”

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, in general, and Canton High
School counselors, specifically, are con-

stantly thinking of new ways to make

students’ lives more manageable.
Demarest was recently given permis

sion to periodically bring her specially-

trained service dog, Dani, into Canton

with student Brynn Peregord. PHOTOS BY COURTESY OF ERIN DEMAREST

Demarest brings in ho.r specially-
trained dog Dani twice a week to offer
students and staff a calming influence.

High School to help calm students’
nerves.

“The students’ response to the dog
has been incredible; you can tell Dani
has made a difference in enhancing the
lives of the students she interacts with,”
Demarest said.

Plymouth-Canton also implemented
a two-days-a-week, 45-minute adviso-
ry period to students’ schedules, allow-
ing them a non-graded segment of the
day when they can discuss issues with
teachers and counselors, or simply give
their minds a break from the real-world
problems that seem to accumulate on a
weekly basis.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375-M3.
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Visit us at

JoesGourmetCatering.com
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Joe’s Produce Gourmet Market

33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152 « 248.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 © SalesvalidJan 26 - Feb 1, 2022 2021

AWARD WINNER

+2020+" -
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Sales Valid Jan 26 - Feb |, 2022
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>>
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Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!
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DE;R‘;ORN USDA PREMIUM CHOICE USDA PREMIUM CHOICE FRESH ALL NATURAL
DEARBORN TROYER OVEN ROASTED ANGUS NEW YORK ANGUS GROUND BEEF BONELESS PORK
BLACK FOREST HONEY TURKEY TURKEY STRIP STEAK FROM SIRLOIN CHOPS
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OLDTYME DEARBORN BOLOGNA OLDTYME WILD CAUGHT CENSEA FRESH
HARD SALAMI REGULAR OR GARLIC MUENSTER CHEESE MAHI MAHI FILLETS  COOKED SHRIMP 16/20 CT TILAPIA FILLETS
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3~oooooooooooooo
0 HERO FRUIT NECTAR BRAGG APPLE CIDER
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e A
CHICKEN

$2.99 EA. $5.99 EA
ROASTED RED SKIN POT ROAST QUESADILLA

POTATOES Gpa'éfmoooooooooooooo
$7.49/L& $| |.49/LB' $| | 49 ,

M
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HALF & HALF HONEYCRISP
CHERRY/APPLE PIE APPLE PIE
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Detroit Catholic Central’'s Chas Lewless, center, puts up a shot against Brother Rice. The Shamrocks won, 55-51.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Sophomore ignites CC’s
comeback at Brother Rice

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Memories of recent missed opportu-
nities surged through Chas Lewless’
mind as the Detroit Catholic Central
sophomore toed the foul line.

They weren't easy free throws to
make. Brother Rice’s student section
was to his immediate left. And they
were hollering at him as he sank the first
and then the second to give the Sham-

rocks a 51-50 edge with 1:07 left.

The Warriors attempted to regain the
lead, but Josh Ross blocked Johnathan
Blackwell's layup. It was clean. And CC
secured the rebound.

Rice sent Lewless back to the foul line
with 10.5 seconds left.

Once again, the memories returned
as he made the first of his two double
bonus attempts to secure the eventual
55-51victory in Catholic League-Central
play Jan. 20. He finished with a game-

high 22 points,

And what were those thoughts?

It was about how hard the guard
had worked to return to his team. He
missed eight weeks of fall ball and pre-
season practices with a wrist injury.
He sat out the season opener, earning
a “DNP” on his stat line.

And he was also thinking about last
season.

See COMEBACK, Page 2B

‘We’ve
got to get
rolling’

Chiefs hockey team
prepares for playoffs

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Wednesday night was about getting
ready for the postseason.

And what does a playoff team do? It
closes out games when it captures a
quick lead.

That's what Canton did in its 8-3
victory over Novi at Arctic Edge Ice
Arena. But it's not what the Chiefs
(10-7, 3-2 KLAA-Black) have been do-
ing as of late.

They entered the Kensington Lakes
Activities Association crossover losers
of three-straight. And their last two
losses? They held 2-0 leads but let
their foot off the gas too early and ulti-
mately gave away the wins.

Not this time.

Eight minutes into play, Danny
Fletcher poked in a rebound on the
back side to give the Chiefs the 2-0
lead they've come accustomed to grab-
bing early in games.

Just over a minute later, Anthony
Jariett rifled in a shot from point-blank
and then Joel Fonovic pushed in a
breakaway goal with 5:22 left in the
opening period to ensure Canton a 4-0
lead skating into the locker room.

“We've been struggling the last few
games,” Canton coach Justin Maedel
said. “It was nice to see the guys do
some things we've been practicing
lately. We also just needed to get roll-
ing again. Regionals is a month away,
give or take, so we've got to get rolling.
We can’t wait until a week before re-
gionals to start playing.”

Tyler Husted scored early in the
second period to make it 5-0O before
Novi got dangerous with the puck.

Cam Kitts put together a five-point
nine, netting a hat trick and assisting
on a pair of goals, while Fletcher fin-
ished with a pair of goals.

Goalie Nate Azarovicz picked up the
win.

“Getting a jump in the first and to
get up by a couple more than just two
helped out our confidence,” Maedel
added. “It was good we followed
through the entire game. We let up
some, but, overall, we kept pushing
and pushing and pushing, which was
good.

“... Novi is tough, regardless of who
they've got on the ice. Yeah, they're
struggling, but they're still a good
squad. Coached really good by (Mark)
Velluchi.”

Novi (2-12, 0-4 KLAA-Gold) -got
goals from Jackson Kinter and Joel
Sancen in the second period. Alex
Czapski netted the Wildcats' final goal
40 seconds into the third period.

Henri Lettman and Kyle Gilger
shared time in goal.

Second-quarter drought keeps Cranbrook boys basketball winless

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

One bad quarter isn’t always a terri-
ble thing.

But this is the Catholic League.

One bad quarter is enough to turn a
close matchup into an absolute blow-
out.

And that's what almost happened to
the Cranbrook boys basketball team
Jan. 21 at Keppel Gymnasium.

The Cranes were almost shut out in
the second quarter against Marine City
Cardinal Mooney. Thankfully for Coop-
er Gurman'’s 3-pointer with 52 seconds
left before halftime, they weren't held
scoreless for the full eight minutes.

But that 30-14 halftime deficit proved
to be too much to overcome

Cranbrook scratched and clawed its
way back into the Intersectional 2
matchup in the second half, even trim-
ming its hole to just four points with
45.9 seconds left. But it couldn’t pull off
the complete comeback in the 60-53
loss.

Osservir & E.CCENTRIC

“I thought our kids fought their tails
off to get back in it,” Cranes coach Shane
Finney said. “But we missed some easy
ones. We're going to keep fighting.
That's the only thing we know how todo
is fight.”

Cranbrook (1-6, 0-4) prides itself on

See CRANBROOK, Page 2B
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Cranbrook

Continued from Page 1B

the hard-nosed defense it plays. Yet it
gave up bucket after bucket in the first
half.

Cardinal Mooney’s Trent Rice and
Brian Everhart found success driving to
the hoop. And Rice and Ryan Trombley
had no trouble burying shots from
downtown off kick-out passes.

And perhaps the best-looking basket
of the night came from Dominic Cattiv-
era, who scored down low after the Car-
dinals rifled three different passes
around the arc to find the big man wide-
open in the post on the back side.

“Our margin of error is very slim. And
we've got to be better defensively,” Fin-
ney said. “We've got to have better re-
sponsibility and rotation. And when we
get just a little bit out of position, it just
puts us in a tough spot. We're limited of -
fensively, so we’'ve got to do it on the de-
fensive end.

“You saw when we got back in the
game, we turned it up defensively. We
put on some pressure. When you don’t
have pressure, we’re going to have some
long nights.”

A 39-point second half helped the
Cranes stay competitive.

Shane Wittenberg got a steal and fin-
ished with a tough shot at the rim to
close the gap to 47-40 early in the
fourth.

Cranbrook and Mooney played back-
and-forth basketball until the final min-
ute. And then Charlie Song, who scored
his team-high 14 points, all coming in
the second half, nailed a runner to make
it a five-point score with 59 seconds left.

Fourteen seconds later, Evan Evans,
who scored all nine of his points in the
second half, too, buried a pair of free
throws in the double bonus to make it
55-51, the closest the score had been
since midway through the first quarter.

Mooney (7-3, 3-1) closed it out at the
foul line down the stretch, though, de-
spite Evans and Gurman getting oppor-
tunities to make it a one-possession
game in the final 20 seconds.

Rice finished with 15 points for the
Cardinals, followed by Everhart and
Trombley each with 13 and Cattivera
and Quentin Hillaker with 10 apiece.

“We got back in it, but that second
quarter hurt us,” Finney said. “You can't
finish the quarter like that. We've got to
work on the details. ..."

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter
@folsombrandonj.

Comeback

Continued from Page 1B

“I was just really thankful to be there,
to be honest. That's just all I've wanted,”
Lewless said about securing the win at
the foul line. “We played them twice last
year, O for 2, and one was just a blowout.
We just got blown out, and the other one
we lost by six with a big comeback at
halftime. To be up at that position
where I could ice the game, that's all I've
wanted since we've played them. 1 was
so happy to be there because I knew I
was going to knock them down.”

That's not cockiness talking. That
was his well-earned confidence.

Rice (7-2, 1-2) opened the game on a
tear, taking an early 9-0 lead, and it was
the usual suspects doing the heavy lift-
ing. It was Curtis Williams and Black-
well from the foul line. Xavier Thomas
from 3. And Keithan Gilmore cleaned up
the glass and finished with a put-back
attempt.

It wasn’t until Cooper Craggs drove to
the hoop and made a contested shot in
traffic with 4:01 remaining in the open-
ing period that CC (7-2, 2-1) finally
cracked the scoreboard.

Lewless went on to score seven of the
next 14 points, including cashing inon a
drive to the hoop at the buzzer, to trim
the Shamrocks’ deficit to just 14-11.

He inspired a15-1 run to open the sec-
ond quarter, including hitting back-to-
back 3-pointers to give CC its first lead,
17-16, at the 5:44 mark.

Rice closed out the half with five
points to keep it close at 26-22, but CC
carried the mojo into the locker room.

“I just saw how we were down big,
and 1 felt like we needed a spark,” said
Lewless, who finished with four 3s. “I
had to provide a spark to get us back into
the game.”

CC and Rice traded leads and hero
moments throughout the second half.

First, it was Craggs, an Oakland Uni
versity commit, taking over in the third
quarter, scoring nine of his 16, mostly
from drives to the hoop. That ensured
CC a 43-38 lead entering the fourth.

And then it was Blackwell, who bur-
ied a trio of 3s in the second half and fin-
ished with a team-best 21 points, willing
Rice back into the game late in the third

Cranbrook’s Charlie Song dribbles against Marine City Cardinal Mooney on

Jan. 21 in Keppel Gymnasium. PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Warrior Xavier Thomas, center.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

and early in the fourth. In fact, he scored
16 in the second half, even making two
free throws to trim his team'’s hole to 45-
44 with 5:22 remaining.

Two more of his free throws with1:20
left gave Rice its first lead, 51-50, since
the second quarter. But those were the
last points the Warriors would get.

Ross wound up blocking Blackwell’s
potential game-winning layup with 10.5
seconds remaining, and Henry Garrity
missed a 3-pointer just before the buzz-
er that could’'ve also given Rice the win.

“He's a really good player, and he
made some plays,” Rice coach Rick
Palmer said of his three-star guard. “He
made good reads all night.

“Everyone is going to talk about Hen-
ry’s missed shot at the end, but Johna-
than had that layup, and I really liked
that look. Josh Ross made a pretty good
play defensively. But we're not going to
flinch, and we’re not going to fold.”

Thomas finished with 16 points for
Rice, while CC held Williams, a four-star
junior, to just 10 points.

Kam Mayes chipped in seven points
for the Shamrocks, who exited the game
in a first-place tie atop the CHSL-Cen
tral standings with Orchard Lake St.
Mary's, everyone's pre-season favorite
to win the Division 1 state title.

After the crowd cleared the gym, CC'’s
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Brother Rice head coach Rick Paimer applauds his team’s defense early in their

! ‘ —— -'JE
Cranbrook’s Benjamin McCaskill goes
up for a layup.

game against Detroit Catholic Central on Jan. 20.

players made their way to Rice’s cafete-
ria for a post-game meal. Except Lew-
less was late to the party. He was
swamped with media requests.

“Hey, make sure you head in there
and get some food before we leave,” CC
coach Brandon Sinawi said to Lewless,
quickly patting the guard on the back
with a big smile.

“He lit a fire in the first half, and he
was the best player on the floor, and
there’s some really good basketball
players playing on both sides,” Sinawi
had said about Lewless 15 minutes earli-
er. “He struggled in the last couple of
games, trying to find his shot and us
struggling to find him. But he was locked

v - #

in, and he’s a next-level kid. He had
some moxie tonight.

“He and I talked before the game. I
told him to let the game come to him and
to take what the defense was going to
give you. If they're going to go under
screens, he's going to lift. (If there are
open 3s), he can knock it down. I'm su-
per proud of him, and I couldn’t have
been any more proud of him to come out
here on the road against Rice, a top-five
team, and play the way that'he did.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonij.
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Salem bounces back with gritty comeback at Novi

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Not this time.

Not again.

Salem’s Ryan Peters converted on a
tough basket and made the ensuing
and-one free throw.

That stopped the bleeding. Those
three points ended a 15-0 run by Novi,
one that saw the Wildcats erase an 11-
point deficit and even take a 46-41 lead
with under six minutes left.

Not only did Salem fumble a late lead
against Northville, it couldn’t stop the
Mustangs from taking over the fourth
quarter completely and running away
with the victory.

Peters’ make at the foul line was the
type of catalyst the Rocks needed five
nights earlier, but it never came. On Jan.
18 at Novi, it came at just the right time.

That three-point play ignited a 15-2
run of their own, which included Pryor
Reynolds burying two of his four 3-
pointers, putting any chances of a
comeback out of reach for the Wildcats
in a 60-52 victory.

Reynolds was 8 of 8 from the foul line
and finished with a game-high 22
points, 18 of which came in the second
half. Peters scored six of his eight points
in the fourth quarter.

“We just kept telling the guys to stay
focused, believe in each other and be-
lieve in what we're trying to do, and they
started executing,” Salem coach Ryan
Nimmerguth said. “Once we got a nice
and-one there, it kind of turned the mo-
mentum a little bit. That calmed us
down. Which was huge by Ryan, and we
started taking care of the ball a bit.”

It was a back-and-forth affair in the
first half, with Novi escaping the first
and second quarters with leads of 12-10
and 27-26, respectively.

The second half, though, was a game
of runs.

Quite literally.

Reynolds made two foul shots to
open the third, and the Rocks proceeded
to go on a 15-3 run that gave them an 11-
point lead midway through the quarter.
Reynolds made a pair of 3s during the
scoring spree, which ended with Derik
Watson getting fouled on a put-back at-
tempt that also sent him to the line for
an and-one free throw.

And then it all went downhill over the
next three minutes.

Novi (1-8, 1-5 KLAA-West) scored 10-
straight to close out the period and trim
its deficit to just 41-40.

The Wildcats scored five straight to
begin the fourth to extend that run to
15-0 before Peters finally put an end to it.

Salem (5-2, 2-1 KLAA-West) didn’t
doubt itself as it went scoreless for six
straight minutes.

“That’s a message we just work on all
year: ‘It's the next play. It's the next play,
and, yeah, we were disappointed,” Nim-
merguth said. “I was disappointed. I
was mad. But we've got to focus on the
next play. We can't deal with anything
that's gone on from that point. We can
only fix what's going forward. We're go-
ing to work on the next play.”

Novi guard Danny Groechel, who
scored a team-best 16 points, made a
layup with 111 left to halt Salem’s late
15-2 run, and then Rodney Hackman
(seven points) made a foul shot that
made it 56-50 on the next possession.

Salem was even called for traveling
on the next trip down the court. And the
Wildcats got a chance at alayup to make
it a four-point game with 22 seconds
left, but that gimme missed by that
much, which was enough to have Novi
coach Chris Housey squat down and
slam his hands on the hardwood in dis-
gust.

The Rocks netted four free throws in
the bonus to close out the win.

“We started playing good defense to-
gether,” Housey said. “We were flying
around, and we were making some stuff
happen. And then everybody kind of
settled down. Then we got out of our
tempo once that and-one (Peters’ big
play) went in. We kind of lost our mo-
mentum a little bit. That run was great
because we were getting after it on D.
We've got to keep doing that if we want
to be successful. ...

“It was a game of runs, right? We just
needed to maintain that momentum,
and we couldn’t do it. Hats off to them.
They played great and brought it to us.
They were ready to play tonight, for
sure. It took us a little bit to get going. All
of the credit goes to them. They’re well-
coached. They made shots, and we
didn’t make some shots.”

Ashton Wheeler added 12 points for

Salem’s Ryan Peters, right, is blocked by Novi’s Danny Groechel.

Novi's Te’John McGowan tries a shot on net against Salem.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOME TOWNLIFE.COM

the Rocks, while Henry Rummel buried S
a trio of 3-pointers in the second quarter
and finished with nine.

Novi guard Te'John McGowen scored
15 points, including 14 in the first half,
and Luke Aurilia had five.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.

It was a back-and-forth
affair in the first half, with
Novi escaping the first and
second quarters with leads
of 12-10 and 27-26.
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Howell beats Northville, maintains KLAA West lead

Bill Khan Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HOWELL — Maybe it benefited How-
ell's girls basketball team that Brighton
and Hartland had already played North-
ville.

After their performances against two
state-ranked Livingston County teams,
the Mustangs had the Highlanders’ un-
divided attention when they arrived in
Howell.

Northville could not be taken lightly,
having separated itself from the other
five KLAA West teams that have been
dominated in recent years by Livingston
County’s three powerhouses.

The Mustangs held a high-scoring,
second-ranked Hartland team to 39
points in a loss on Dec. 16 before beating
a Brighton team that was ranked sixth at
the time by the Detroit Free Press on
Jan. 7.

“Brighton’s always a tough team to
beat,” Howell senior Maeve St. John
said.

Knowing the risk of looking past
Northville with a game coming up Fri-
day at Brighton, the Highlanders used a
strong defensive effort to win 42-28 and
remain alone atop the KLAA West.

Howell is 6-0 in the division, Har-
tland is 5-1, and Brighton and Northville
are each 4-2.

The Highlanders are 10-O against
Northville since the formation of the
KLAA in 2008-09, but this victory was
more meaningful given the Mustangs’
level of play this season.

“How they played Hartland, then go-
ing in and beating Brighton, that's a
pretty tough thing to do,” Howell coach
Tim Olszewski said.

When Northville beat Brighton, it
ended an 80-game winning streak by
Livingston County’'s three teams
against the other five in KLAA West
games. Mustangs coach Todd Gudith
believes the gap between his team and
the traditional division powers has nar-
rowed.

“A little bit,” he said. “Don’t get me
wrong, the three Livingston County
teams are certainly the cream of the
crop and the ones we certainly know are
going to be at the top of the division year
in and year out. They’ve got great pro-
grams, they've got great youth pro-

Northville's Evelyn Deren is guarded by Amelia Storm of Howell on Jan. 18. GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

grams. Yes, teams do lose kids to gradu-
ation, but they just seem to keep reload-
ing, these three schools.” .

Northville’s calling card, like How-
ell's, has been its defense. The Mus-
tangs have allowed 36.3 points per
game, while Howell has given up 3.8
points during a six-game winning
streak that followed a 1-3 start.

So, it was no surprise that points
were hard to come by early in the game.
Howell led 6-4 after one quarter, holding
the Mustangs without a field goal until
6:39 left in the second quarter.

“Pour of their points in the first quar-
ter were off free throws,” St. John said.
“We felt we were playing good defense.
It was just where our offense was com-
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ing from.”

After back-to-back baskets by junior
Eve Tanaskoska gave Northville an 8-6
lead, sophomore Alexis Le scored con-
secutive baskets to ignite 10-O Howell
stretch to end the first half. The High-
landers shut out the Mustangs for a 7:03
stretch of the second and third quarters.

“Honestly, I think they just scouted
us well,” Howell junior Molly Deurloo
said. “... We had to be more patient on
offense; I think we did.”

Howell built a22-12lead on a 3-point-
er by Caitlyn Rayl with 4:23 left in the
third quarter. Northville cut the lead to
five points twice before the end of the
quarter and trailed 34-28 with five min-
utes left in the game.
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The Highlanders held the Mustangs
scoreless over the final 5:46, pulling
away by scoring the last eight points.

“We want to try to play a game to
about 40 or so,” Gudith said. “We're cer-
tainly capable of getting to that number
most nights. It’s just two good defensive
teams going after it, so we knew baskets
were going to be hard to come by for
both teams.”

St. John had M4 points and six assists,
Amelia Storm had eight points, Sophia
Daugard had seven points and six re-
bounds, and Deurloo had six points for
Howell.

Susy Heller led Northville with 11
points, seven coming in the third quar-
ter.
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Our top 5 girls basketball teams: Week 1

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

To coincide with the first Associated
Press basketball rankings of the season
being released this week, Hometown
Life sports reporter Brandon Folsom is
releasing his first poll.

There are four standout teams, ones
that should make big playoff runs in
March. And there are several teams that
are worthy of Folsom’s No. 5 spot. Check
back each week to see who's looking
good as the regular season winds down.

Note: These records are based on re-
sults from before Jan. 17.

1. Redford Westfield Prep (10-1)

The Warriors aren’t just one of the
best teams in Michigan, they’re beating
teams across state lines as well. They've
played a stacked schedule against Class
A and B schools with their talented ros-
ter of speedy guards and athletic for-
wards. Their lone loss? A three-point
close-call at Ypsilanti Arbor Prep, which
is likely the best team in the state, re-
gardless of division.

2. Wayne Memorial
(8-1, 5-0 KLAA-East)

No one in the league is anywhere as
talented as the Zebras, who are led by
Mayla Ham, Paris Bass, Davai Mat-
thews, three Division 1 college
prospects. Their lone loss? Yep, that
was to Arbor Prep in the season opener.
As we know, that's nothing to scoff at.
Expect Wayne to make a deep playoff
run.

3. South Lyon East (7-2, 5-0 LVC)

It'd be lazy to say Central Michigan
commit Taylor Anderson is carrying the
Cougars. She's not doing it alone. This
team is loaded with talent. From for-
ward Anna Lassan to guard Ella Krusch-
ka and everyone in between, these girls
are easily one of the 20 best teams in the
state. They lost to West Bloomfield early
on. Since then, their only other loss?
Yep, that was to Arbor Prep.

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

South Lyon East’s Taylor Anderson. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

4. Farmington Hills Mercy
(7-2, 3-1 CHSL-Central)

The Marlins won the arm-wrestling
match against rival Marian, but it's not
going to get any easier for them. Their
division has three, possibly four, of the
25 best teams in the state. If they can
beat Dearborn Divine Child in the re-
match, stave off Marian again and beat
Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard, they could
be dangerous entering the postseason.
Junior Maya White has been a star, but

the seniors have really been contribut-
ing, too.

S. Livonia Frankin
(6-2, 5-2 KLAA-East)

It's going to take a lot to keep the Pa
triots in the top five because there are
several equally-as-talented squads on
their heels right now. Anyone from Mar
ian to Detroit Country Day, Northville
and Plymouth Christian could be in this
final spot. Right now, it's theirs to lose
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because they're beating the teams
they're supposed to in their division. A
loss to Wayne is nothing to be ashamed
of.

In the hunt (in no particular order):
Bloomfield Hills Marian, Birmingham
Seaholm, Detroit Country Day, Livonia
Clarenceville, Livonia Stevenson, North
Farmington, Northville, Plymouth
Christian Academy, White Lake Lake
land

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter
@folsombrandon;j
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Rolling 300 game
was ‘one-of-a-kind
feeling’ for Hartland
senior bowler

Bill Khan Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

As a coach, Charles Mitchell didn't want to say
something to disrupt the zone Hartland senior Logan
Guibord was in last Sunday at Richfield Bowl in Flint.

But, with Guibord on the verge of achieving every
bowler's dream, Mitchell ultimately decided it
might’'ve been worse to not have a word with him.

Through nine frames, Guibord was perfect, but
even perfection can be improved upon.

“I didn’t say a word to him until he was ready to step
up to the 10th frame, because his ninth strike was a
little shaky,” Mitchell said. “I was in a limbo area. Do 1
say something, do I not? If I didn’t say something, 1
was going to regret it.

“I looked at him, told
him, ‘Make sure you keep
it simple. Look at your
mark, focus and take a
deep breath before you
go.' He buried all three of
them in the 10th; there
was definitely no doubt.”

When the final pins
fell, Guibord had the first
300 game of his 12-year
bowling career in the

Flint Metro Bowling
Conferences Champion-
ships.

“That was amazing,”
Guibord said. “Just look-
ing back, seeing all the
teammates, parents,
even other teams just
clapping for me. It was a
one-of-a-kind feeling.”

Guibord’s  previous
high game was a 289 in
2018. The prospect of rolling a 300 didn’'t enter his
mind until after the seventh frame.

“The eighth and ninth, 1 was really nervous,” he
said. “Both of my shots went Brooklyn (crossing over
to the other side of the head pin), so I was a little bit
worried. The 10th came and all the nervousness kind of
went away.”

In baseball, teammates avoid talking to a pitcher
who is in the process of throwing a no-hitter. During
the perfect game, it was Guibord who avoided conver-
sations.

“I was less talkative, because 1 was more in the
zone,” he said. “Ididn’t want any of them to be like, ‘Oh,
you're gonna shoot a 300’ and it messes me up.”

Guibord is averaging 198.2 during KLAA matches,
ranking 18th in the league. His goals are to get the aver-
age to 210 and return to the state tournament.

He was 44th out of 60 bowlers during the qualifying
rounds at the state tournament last season, averaging
168.5 for his first four games before finishing with
games of 226 and 214. The top 16 bowlers advanced to
head-to-head matches.

“Ididn’tdo too hot,” he said. “The last couple games,
Idid good, but not enough to carry over into qualifying.
Ilearned it’s just another day of bowling. It’s a big tour-
nament, but it really doesn’t matter. Get out there and
throw the ball, bowl, keep it simple.”

Hartland's Logan Guibord
bowled a 300 game at a
high school tournament at
Richfield Bowl in Flint.
COURTESY

Obituaries
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Tyler James Hover

NEW HUDSON - Ty-
ler James Hover, age
49 from New Hudson,
passed away 12/02/21
from complications of
Type 1 Diabetes. He is
survived by his parents,
James and Beverly Hover,
his sister and brother-in-
law, Stacy (Hover) Malik
and Mark Malik, and his
niece and nephew, Sadie
and Chase Malik. As well [RSEE
as many friends that were
like family to him. Ty had
a love for music, volley-
ball, biking and nature.
He spent the last year ot
his life in his happy place §
of Marquette, Mi. He had
been diabetic for 42 of
his 49 vears, and unfor-
tinately, it was what ulti-
mately took him from us.
One of Ty’s biggest passions was the outdoors. Ty
used this passion to start up the Ultimate Hike for
the Cure. He did this to help raise awareness and
money to find a cure for diabetes. Unfortunately
he was never able to finish it. His family has decid-
ed not to hold a memonal at this time, but if you
would like to honor Ty, please consider donating
to JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

JDRFE.org) in his memory. His biggest wish in
all the world would be a cure for Type 1 Diabectes.
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Abby Rey battle for a rebound last April.

MSHAA winter tournaments
approach amid uncertainty

Mick McCabe special to Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Winter high school sports seasons began on time
and without any pauses on a state-wide basis,
which is in stark contrast to the chaos of the previ-
ous school year induced by the coronavirus.

That has been a welcome change for the Michi-
gan High School Athletic Association, but things
can change quickly and that has MHSAA executive
director Mark Uyl worried.

The recent Omicron variant’s spike has caused
some counties and/or school districts to return to
the policies of limiting attendance at games, put in
place by the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services at the start of the pandemic.

There are some school districts, scattered across
the state, which have postponed games.

“There’s no state-wide orders in place or in ef-
fect, and those decisions have fallen to local county
health departments and even local school districts,”
Uyl said. “Some of those district are making some
decisions now that case numbers are up again
based on their local conditions.”

The MHSAA has no direct control over regular-
season contests, but winter-sport tournaments,
run by the MHSAA, begin in just over a month.

That is why the MHSAA is so interested in recent
actions taken by counties.

“What schools are doing for the regular season is
going to be their call, but here we're a little more
than a month out from winter tournament season,”
Uyl said. “So we are trying to keep tabs on what local
districts are doing, what is going on in different
counties because we have to finalize our plans pret-
ty quickly with all sports, when districts start be-
ginning in mid-February when you're talking wres-
tling.” = .

For months, the MHSAA has had its tournament
sites set for every sport. '

‘But what does the MHSAA do if a particular
county rules only 100 people can attend an event,
similar to a lot of indoor events last year?

The MHSAA took a financial bath for the fall and
winter sports seasons a year ago and a repeat of last
winter’s attendance limitations would be devastat-
ing again.

A year ago, many host schools forwarded the
MHSAA what little revenue they made with limited
attendance, rather than keeping it for their districts.

“We were really hoping,” Uyl said, “this school
year would kind of be a return to normal where the
schools that were hosting could see some revenue
again, which was the case in the fall.”

As it seems unlikely the MDHHS will issue any
state-wide regulations, the MHSAA has some lat
itude to move hosting sites.

And this is far more than just a basketball issue
The MHSAA also has tournaments scheduled for
hockey, boys swimming and diving, wrestling, boys
and girls bowling and girls gymnastics.

“We've got to move pretty quickly over the next
couple of weeks just to kind of see what the lay of
land is going to look like come February,” Uyl said
“With a state-wide order, everybody is kind of

working from the same sheet of music.

“When it’s really now county by county, that really
creates some confusion, because two schools only a
handful of miles apart can be under completely differ-
ent restrictions and expectations.”

Uyl pointed out that Ingham County, which in-
cludes East Lansing, is limiting the capacity at high
school games, while nearby Eaton County has no such
restrictions.

If a district or regional hosted in Ingham County has
schools from two counties, it would be better to move
the district or regional to a school in a less restrictive
county.

“Does it then make sense,” Uyl asked, “to make sure
that that event is going to be held at a place to where
not just parents can see it, but brothers, sisters and
grandparents and other folks can be there?

“That’s what makes it much more complicated this
year.”

If you want to talk complicated, take the girls and
boys basketball tournaments. The MHSAA needs a
combined 256 district sites, 64 regional sites and 32
quarterfinal sites just to get the boys and girls tourna-
ments to reach the semifinals at Michigan State.

Add in all of the other sports — wrestling needs a
combined 160 district sites for individual and team
tournaments — and you are way past complicated,
bordering on convoluted.

That is why Uyl and his staff are paying attention to
each move by counties and districts.

“That's something we're going try to get our arms
around the next couple of weeks,” Uyl said. “That’s
why we have to know what different counties are do-
ing now, and we’re going to try to plan as much in ad-
vance.

“The thing we’ve learned the last two years is that
advanced planning becomes impossible. But during
January, we have to get a handle on what counties look
like and if we need to adjust some hgst sites come tour-
nament time, we at least ‘need to have the conversa-
tion.”

MSU added another hurdle this week when it man-
dated that all fans attending MSU men’s and women's
basketball games at Breslin Center must have proof of
vaccination or a recent negative test in order to be ad-
mitted.

That could also be the case for the girls and boys
semifinals and finals.

“Whatever it’s going to be, I think you need to clear-
ly spell it out to people so everybody knows what to
expect,” Uyl said. “Come the end of March, will those
be the same requirements in place for our fans and
spectators?”

That question is unanswerable today. The only
thing certain at this point is the uncertainty.

“That's why it's been so hard making decisions,” Uyl
said. "All during COVID, I don’t think anybody’s crystal
ball has been able to really project out two months
from now what exactly the world going to look like,
what are going to be the COVID conditions.

“Thai’s what's made being in a decision making po-
sition just so challenging.”

Mick McCabe is a former longtime columnist for the
Detroit Free Press. Contact him at mick.mccabell@
gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter @mickmccabel.
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Online buyers await your old devices

There are several ways
to unload unwanted tech

Marc Saltzman
Special to USA TODAY

If you unwrapped a brand-new
iPhone or Fitbit over the holidays, what
are you going to do with your old device?

Or perhaps you treated yourself to a
shiny new digital single-lens reflex
camera or mirrorless camera on Black
Friday and so you no longer need to hold
onto your Canon Rebel T5i from 2013.

Understandably, many turn to apps
and the web to sell used or unwanted
tech.

After all, not only will you help de-
clutter your home by getting rid of gad-
gets you don’'t have any use for, but
chances are you're able to use that extra
cash to pay down the big credit card bills
you may be facing later in January.

You’ve got a few ways to unload your
stuff: online classifieds sites (like Craig-
slist, Facebook Marketplace), peer-to-
peer marketplacesi(like eBay) and an in-
creasingly popular option is selling to a
platform that gives you cash to take tech
off your hands and they may resell it to
someone looking for a deal. Examples
include Decluttr and Gazelle for mobile
phones and MacBooks and MPB for
camera gear.

“Frankly, a lot of people are surprised
at the value that they can get out of their
used tech, especially photo and video
equipment,” says Tammy Oler, Head of
Brand Marketing for MPB in North
America.

“There’s often an ‘Antiques Road-
show’ kind of reaction, where people get
their quote back and they’re like ‘Oh
wow, I had no idea it would be worth this
much, ” adds Oler. “You're also helping
to put this in the hands of someone who
could appreciate spending less on your
used gear, which we first inspect and
guarantee.”

The following is a closer look at each
of the three main ways to sell your tech
online, with tips to maximize your expe-
rience on each one:

Online classifieds

Not new, but many turn to online
classifieds sites and apps to find a buyer
for their unwanted tech.

With platforms like Craigslist and
lar in Canada), you can post your listing
for free and hope to find a buyer in your
area.

You'll usually meet in person for the
transaction, so be careful when doing
so; only meet in public places, during
the day and perhaps bring a friend
along. Obviously, selling larger items,
like a TV, is a different story, so make
sure other adults are home with you.

Only accept cash, not a check. The
buyer will understandably want to in-
spect what you're selling, so ensure it's
all powered up and include as much of
the original packaging, documentation
and accessories (like charging cables).

For your post, try to make it stand out
from the rest. Use some eye-catching
words in your headline, perhaps
phrases like “REDUCED PRICE” or
“MINT QUALITY,” as examples. Take
good photos of what you're selling and
be as descriptive about the product as
you can, to avoid any frustration during
the selling process, including the model
number and condition of the product.

My favorite online classifieds tip is to
maximize your reach, which you can do
in two (free) ways. One is to post many
listings for the same product but in a
different category. For example, a Blu-
etooth speaker can be listed in Audio,
Electronics, Smartphone Accessories
and Home. Since it’s free, simply copy
and paste the text and perhaps tweak
the headline, description, or photos.

You can also post to different nearby
neighborhoods: while you're selecting a
specific city to post your listing, also
post to a few surrounding suburbs to in-
crease the odds of your ad being seen.

Some online classified sites let you
pay a little to bump your listing up high-
er on the page.

Online marketplaces

Compared to online classified sites,
the benefit to a huge marketplace, like
eBay, is you're catering to potential
buyers across the entire country - or
even internationally - opposed to lo
cally.

" Once someone buys (or successfully
bids on) the gadget you're selling, you'll
ship it to them, which you should do
shortly after selling it, to ensure the
buyer is happy -- and will likely give you
a good review (if happy with the prod
uct too). which helps your seller repu
tation and hopefully leads to repeat

If you don’t have the time or interest to find a seller on your own, some platforms including MPB will buy your photography
and videography gear, which is inspected by specialists and then money is deposited into your account. Your used gear
may be sold on the same platform. PROVIDED 8Y MPB
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Specializing in smartphones, tablets and MacBooks, Decluttr is one of the most
successful sites for selling or trading up your aging consumer electronics -
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business from the same buyer.

Reviews and star ratings are incred-
ibly important on marketplaces.

As for how much to sell your item,
make sure your item is competitively
priced as shoppers are comparing your
item to others. A tip is to offer free ship-
ping - even if you must increase the
product price a bit, you'll likely sell it
faster.

When buyers show interest in your
product but haven’t yet completed the
transaction, eBay suggests leveraging
its Offer to Buyers tool, which allows
you to initiate the negotiation process
with potential buyers. You can make an
offer to a buyer if they are watching
your item or have placed it into their
shopping cart but haven't checked out
within a few days.

To increase the odds of selling your
item quickly, think of the time of year it
is and offload things people want. Sell

your camping gear in the summer and |

not in the dead of winter. Christmag
items will do better in early December
than in March. You get the idea.

Interestingly, eBay says Sunday is
the busiest day for purchases, followed
by Saturday and Monday.

Sell your tech to a platform

Opposed to a “peer-to-peer” ap-
proach, where you need to find a buyer
and transact with them, a crop of sites
offer to buy your used tech directly,
which might be more ideal for those
who don’t have a lot of time on their
hands to sell it directly to someone else
(and with classifieds, meet them in per
son for the transaction).

These same platforms sell used tech
to those who might otherwise not be
able to afford a brand-new device at re
tail

In other words, it's a win-win for
both parties, not to mention the “circu

lar economy” is also a boon for the envi:
ronment, since it focuses on reusing,
repairing, refurbishing and repurpos-
ing older or unwanted electronics

Like Decluttr does for smartphones,
MacBooks and game consoles, MPB

Your
Invitation to

Brighton

asks sellers to fill out an online form to
get an instant quote on photography
and videography gear, before packag-
ing it up and sending to its Brooklyn,
New York, facility (via secured Fedex,
paid for by MPB).

You'll need to specify the make,
model and condition of what you're
looking to sell - camera bodies, lenses,
filters and accessories — which will
then be inspected and verified by a
team of camera experts.

MPB, the “world's largest online
platform specializing in used photo and
video equipment,” says Oler, will then
deposit the money into the seller's
bank account.

“While it's more of an emotional
thing, it's important to us that sellers
know the gear you may have used and
loved and perhaps have done some fan-
tastic work with, is getting into the
hands of somebody else who, in turn, is
going to do something really interest-
ing with it,” adds Oler.

MPB says any used items purchased
by others, including trade-ins, are cov-
ered by a six-month limited warranty.
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Classifieds
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e 2] states and 35 cities and counties
kicked off 2022 by raising the mini-
mum wage. An additional four states
and 22 cities and counties will do the
same through the year.

Chicago public schools have been
closed for four days as a result of an
ongoing battle between the Chicago
Teachers Union, which is fighting for
remote teaching due to the increase
in Covid cases, and Mayor Lori Light-
foot’s administration, which wants
schools to remain in-person.

The U.S. workforce is projected to grow
by 6.5 million workers through 2030, a
number much lower than in previous
decades. Factors contributing to lower
labor force participation include slower
population growth, earlier retirements,
and less immigration.

The latest jobs report found that hiring
hit an annual record in 2021 despite a
December slowdown to just 199,000 jobs
added. World food prices jumped 28% in
2021 to their highest level in a decade.
Spirit Airlines doubled flight atten-
dant pay through January 4 to retain
workers and avoid mass flight cancel-
lations. Over 8,000 flights were can-
celled over the holidays, largely due
to staffing shortages amid a surge in
Covid cases.

Cases of Flurona, a new term for those
infected by coronavirus and influen-
za at the same time, have popped up
across the world, including in the U.S.

Week of January 3, 2022

Even with supply chain problems, US
retail sales rose by 8.5% year-over-year
between November 1st and December
24th, 2021. The rise in spending came
from early holiday shopping, online
purchases, and an increase in foot traf-
fic after many consumers stayed home
for the 2020 holiday season.

All 23 Cal States will now require stu-
dents to receive a coronavirus booster
shot, and are currently negotiating a
requirement for all staff.

President Biden extended the student
loan payment pause until May 1, 2022.
Hospitals that are overworked and
understaffed are facing another surge
in patients due to the omicron vari-
ant. Earlier in the pandemic, hospitals
were able to open field hospitals and
stockpile equipment, but many no
longer have enough working staff to
expand their reach. Instead, they are
bracing for the likelihood that they’ll
need to prioritize certain patients over
others, as states like Idaho and Alaska
did when they activated crisis stan-
dards of care.

Nursing homes, which suffered
from staff shortages pre-Covid,

are facing an extreme labor
shortage as 425,000 employ-

ees have departed over the

past two years. Workers across

the healthcare industry have

been quitting in record num-

bers due to burnout and the

Roundup

increased chances of getting Covid,
but nursing homes have been hit the
hardest due to lower wages. The nurs-
ing home staff shortage has resulted
in larger bottleneck issues across the
healthcare industry, as patients wait-
ing for beds in homes are taking up
beds in hospital rooms.
After an 11-week strike, unionized Kel-
log workers in Michigan, Nebraska,
Pennsylvania, and Tennessee have
approved a new five-year contract
that includes wage increases, more
health care and retirement benefits,
and cost-of-living adjustments.
Broadway shows like Hamilton and
The Lion King canceled performances
through Christmas due to coronavirus
outbreaks. The President of the Broad-
way League, Charlotte St.
Martin, says there are
no plans for another
full-Broadway
mandated
shutdown. \ :
N \
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awards have increased significantly
and quicker than its competitors,
due to the tight labor market and
the company’s worsening reputa-
tion. Because of recent scandals,
the company is now paying em-
ployees more to both hire and retain
competitive talent.

There are different factors causing

America's labor shortage. Govern-

ment payments through stimulus

checks and child tax credits have
helped Americans build and sustain
savings, allowing many workers tc
delay their return to the workforce.

Over 1.5 million more people are re-

tired than would have been expected

before the pandemic, and child care
and fears of the coronavirus have kept
many Americans on the sidelines.

Home sales are projected to reach

their highest levels in 15 years, and in

2022 potential homeowners can ex-

pect tight inventory and rising prices

across the country.

e Food delivery app DoorDash re-
cently relaunched WeDash, a
program that requires all employ-
ees, even C-suite level, to com-
plete a “dash” food delivery once
a month in order to better under-

stand the product. WeDash was

paused during the pandemic,

and its return has led to anon-
ymous complaints from internal
employees.

e More than 5,400 flights were can-
celed the weekend after Christ-
mas, and an additional 2,000
flights were canceled the follow-
ing Monday. Cancellations were
due to staff calling out sick with
coronavirus and bad weather.
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PUBLIC VEMICLE AUCTION
Friday, February 4, 1021 10 am
Ross Towing 21140 Telesraph Rd
Southfield, M| 48031
(248) 154-4011

Ross Tawing Southfield on
Facebook for list of vehicles
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MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

WANTED TO BUY OR TRADE

Upload your resume and apply with

Apply Today. interview

Tomorrow. Welcome to the one and

only place to get hired, fast.

Continue your search at
jobs.usatoday.com

SELL YOUR CAR
FIND A HOME
" GETA JOB
ADOPT
BUY A BOAT

PET

FIND A TREASURE

Growing company in New Hudson
has full time positions available.

Pror manufacturing experience preferred.
Looking for responsible individuals

who take pride in their work. Competitive salary
and benefits. Interested parties should mail,
email or fax their resume or
stop by to fill out an application.

Check out the classified ads everyday.
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dT YOUT LOCAL BUSCH'S

ANN ARBOR-GREEN RD.
PLYMOUTH/NORTHVILLE

ANN ARBOR-MAIN ST.
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DEXTER | FARMINGTON HILLS
| TECUMSEN | WEST BLOOMFIELD
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BRIGHTON
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