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Commission tables Northville Downs plan

Meeting ends with heated words from developer

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Controversy reigned Feb. 1at the con-
clusion of the Northville Planning Com-
mission meeting focused on The Downs

Novi eyes
Shawood
Lake island
for $175K

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi City Council is considering
buying an island in Shawood Lake for
$175,000.

Eventual plans for the island prop-
erty are still up in the air, even if local
leaders decide to make the purchase.
Shawood Lake is a small lake on the
north side of Novi that empties into
Walled Lake.

City staff has identified three pos-
sible uses for the Elm Court property
upon acquisition:

e Demolition and removal of the
home, returning the island to its natu-
ral state and using it as a passive park.

e Return to its natural state and re-
strict any foot traffic and discourage
access.

e Using in a more active way, in-
cluding adding a fishing pier, canoe/
kayak launch, pergola/picnic shelter
and/or park benches and tables.

Several residents who live on Sha-
wood or Walled lakes urged demolition
of the house, which was built in 1967
and has sat vacant for several years,
calling it an eyesore.

Jerry Anderson spoke at the meet-
ing on behalf of several Shawood Lake
residents, saying those residents have
to stare at a blighted property every
day.

“Elm Court is distressed,” Ander-
son, a Walled Lake resident, said. “It’s
one portion of Novi that needs serious
attention. I've been out here 44 years.
We used to laugh that Novi didn't care
about anything north of 12 Mile.

See ISLAND, Page 7TA
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preliminary site plan review.

Following three-and-a-half hours of
discussion centered on Hunter Pas-
teur's plan to develop the 48-acre
Northville Downs property, Hunter Pas-
teur CEO Randy Wertheimer stepped to
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the podium and delivered a heated mes-
sage when Planning Commission Chair
Donna Tinberg announced the meeting
would be tabled until Feb. 15 because the
commission’s contract with the North-
ville Community Center, where the
meeting was held, expired at 10:30 p.m.

“Our team has put too much energy

and too much time into this to have it
end with a curfew and no vote,” Wer-
theimer said. “This is an unacceptable
outcome tonight. If we have to stay an
extra 10 to 15 minutes, we'll pay the over-
time to the staff.

See DOWNS, Page 7A

The gravesite of Mitchel Kiefer has been a place for his loved ones to heal and celebrate his life since a distracted-driving
incident took the Northville resident’s life in 2016. ED WRIGHT/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Roadside memorials help
families of victims heal

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

In Canton Township, a pair of
weather-beaten stuffed animals
and a few tied-together pine tree
branches rest near the base of a utility
pole at the northwest corner of the in-
tersection of Ford and Canton Center
roads.

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar

items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

The makeshift memorial — flowers,
miscellaneous mementos and Christ
mas decorations have also adorned the
site — has provided a symbol of the fra-
gility of life since Sept. 13, when a 38-
year-old mother was killed instantly in
an early-morning traffic accident that
left a second driver with non-life-
threatening injuries.

The temporary tribute'is one of a few
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that endure along the edges of south
east Michigan roadways, helping the
victims' families cope with
grief and reminding onlookers that lives
can be shattered in just the blink of an
eye.

“Once tn a while we'll see someone
put fresh flowers out there,” said Ana

See MEMORIALS, Page 8A
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Staff at the the Southfield garage of the Road Commission for Oakland County get a plow truck ready for the Feb. 1 winter storm. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Snow plow drivers share tips, knowledge

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Metro Detroit experienced 6-10 inches of snow last
week.

In that storm, and any other winter storms that re-
main this season, here is what to expect from the Road
Commission for Oakland County - and a few things
they are asking of drivers.

“Atan inch to an inch and a half per hour, it’s just too
much to keep up with,” RCOC Communications Man-
ager Craig Bryson said. “We'll hear, ‘Hey, it looks like
you haven’t even plowed, but it covers up so quick, it's
impossible to tell we’ve been through.”

Nevertheless, they will try in the heaviest of storms,
putting 100 trucks out on the roads.

As storms approach, the road commission staff of
nearly 200 employees anticipates constant adjust-
ments.

The road commission’s highest priority is clearing
the 230 miles of state highways in the county: 1-75,
US-24 (Telegraph), M-1 (Woodward), M-24 (Lapeer
Road) and M-15 (Ortonville Road), followed by multi-
lane roads in the county.

Regardless of the amount of snow, Bryson said one
aspect in the process is easy as there is not a lot of
strategy to it: the drivers go out and just start plowing
at a top speed of about 50 miles per hour.

The real challenge is the duration of the storm.

“We’ve got to manage human resources and it takes
atoll on the equipment — trucks are running 24 hours
and someone goes home and someone else is going to
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“People cut us some slack for the first
24 hours, and then if everything isn't
pristine they're mad. This is more of

a marathon than a sprint. It will take
some days to get everything cleared
up, including subdivisions. We just ask
for patience.”

Craig Bryson RCOC Communications Manager

be on the road,” Bryson said. “We throw everything at
it as soon as the snow starts and then we go all day
long.”

While the number of drivers may be fewer during
evening hours, there are always trucks out plowing,
and between midnight and 2 a.m., the number of plow
trucks on the road starts ramping up again to get as
much cleared as possible for the morning rush.

The drivers could be working multiple 16-hour
shifts with only five-and-a-half hour breaks in be-
tween in a storm, Bryson said.

“This is grueling. We refer to our staff as pre-re-
sponders, because they respond before the first re-
sponders so police, fire and EMS can get through,” he
said.

Mechanics, supervisors, and administrative staff
are all working long shifts, too.

Bryson said there are things motorists can do to im-
prove the situation: Stay home, and if that's not pos-
sible at least stay out of the way of the trucks.

“Every time a storm like this hits, people run into
our trucks, they try to pass them, they cut the plow
drivers off,” Bryson said.

Additionally, motorists are running into the wing
plows that extend out to the right side of RCOC trucks.
The wing plows enable plow drivers to clear more than
one lane during heavy snowfalls, but motorists who at-
tempt to pass on the right often don’t see them in the
heavy snow or in darkness.

“Please don’t pass on the right side, you are not go-
ing to win against a huge steel truck. People can be se-
riously injured or worse,” Bryson said.

Plow drivers are doing a critical job, but attempt to
help motorists stuck in the middle of the road when
they can, pushing the car with the plow truck if permit-
ted, calling the police to help arrange for a tow, or plac-
ing some salt around a vehicle to help the driver regain
traction.

There are 1,300 miles of subdivision roads in the
county that require two passes. It could take another
two or three days to complete clearing of the snow af-
ter a storm. ‘

“People cut us some slack for the first 24 hours, and
then if everything isn’t pristine they’re mad,” Bryson
said. “This is more of a marathon than a sprint. It will
take some days to get everything cleared up, including
subdivisions. We just ask for patience.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412.

Two options on table for Beck Road

Susan Bromley commercial traffic and

provements to Beck traffic it has, but it has to

Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

Novi officials cur-
rently have two options
for improving Beck
Road on the table. One
showed a five-lane con-
cept; the other, a boule-
vard with a median.

Neither was pleasing
to Tee Nobles, whose
home backs up to Beck
Road, and whose chil-
dren play in the back-
yard. She is concerned
about safety, her home's
value and quality of liv-
ing.

“I'm totally against
it,” Nobles said. “When
they built the Beck Road
exit off 96, 1 was against
it. They're doing every-
thing to benefit the

NOTICE
CITY OF NOVI

PTSLU22-0003

Distnict) and the use 1

REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the representative for Covid Test Sample Collection
Inc. is requesting a Temporary Special Land Use Permit in accordance with 7.6.2 of the
Novi Zoning Ordinance for temporary use of the exterior property for a Covid-19 testing

site at 24555 Novi Road (parcel 50-22-22-400-010) north of Ten Mile and west of Novi Road
from March 1, 2022 through March 1, 2023. The property 1s zoned B-3 (General Business
contrary to 3.10 and 4.19 of the Novi Zoning Ordinance

A public hearing can be requested by any property owner whose property 1s located within
00 feet of the boundary of the property be Ing con idered for a te mporary »pl—"'lill land use

permit

A public hearing will be held at 10:00 am on March 1, 2022 at the Novi Civic Center, 45175

Ten Mile Road in the Mayors Conference Room. All written comments should be directed to
Nina Schaffrath and must be received prior to Monday. February 28, 2022 by 3 P.M.

not the residents.”

She added that in the
15 years she has lived
there, she hears traffic
noise from
6 am. to 7 p.m. daily.
Even worse, her house
shakes so much she has
replaced drywall three
times, and the walls show
more cracks.

Nobles was one of doz-
ens of people in atten-
dance at a meeting Feb. 1
asking questions and
voicing concerns during
the second “Beck to the
Future” public input
meeting. Some were also
there ‘to give positive
feedback to Novi City
Manager Pete Auger and
Wixom City Manager
Steve Brown, as well as a
host of engineers and
DPW representatives.

Carol Klausing, who
resides in a Novi condo-
minium complex near
Beck Road and Pontiac
Trail, was excited for im-

Road, although the ex-
pansive multi-million
dollar project may take a
few years to come to fru-
ition as the cities await
federal funding.

She pored over the
five-lane concept map,
which she said would be a
“big help” to her and her
neighbors.

“We have to have a way
out (of the complex),” she
said. “There are so many
times we have to turn
right and come back
around instead of turning
left. I'm just wondering
what will be torn down
(with expansion of Beck).
If we have to move our
sign, no big deal.”

Eric Szilagy saw both
the pros and cons of im-
provements to Beck
Road.

“It's necessary to make
changes in Beck Road,
because of the road sur-
face, the access to the
road, and the amount of

Notice of Annual Return is hereby given by John R. Cloud,
President of Northville Amateur Athletic Association, which
has been designated as a private foundation under Section
501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code, that the Foundation'’s
Annual Return (Form 990-PF) is available for inspection at
16928 Yellowstone Dr., Northwville, Ml 48168 (Phone: 248-
924-2326) during regular business hours by any citizen
upon request made within 180 days of this -Notice. This
Notice i8 published pursuant to, and in compliance with,
the requirements of Section 6104(d) of the Internal Revenue
Code

be a project that keeps
residents happy,” he said.
“There are two sides to
this: residential and com-
mercial. In Novi, Beck is a
residential road that has
been forced to become a
commercial artery or
roadway.”

While there needs to
be a project, he wasn't
sure what was the best
option. City officials
aren'’t sure, either.

While there were only
two options on the table
at Tuesday’'s meeting,
Nobles pressed for a third
— no change. Auger pre-
sented another option:
roundabouts at each in-
tersection.

“This project has been
in the works for 20 years,”
Auger said. “... We're run-
ning out of Band-Aids.
It’s time to look at the big
enchilada.”

The Beck to the Future
committee meets twice a
month. Auger said the
committee would discuss
public input at its next
meeting.

Wixom City Manager
Steve Brown said he
didn't expect ground-
breaking on a Beck Road
construction project for
at least three years.

“Five might be a safer
bet,” he said. “These
plans are preliminary and
representative of what
the project might look
like”
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Novi public safety director wraps up 33 years with city

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

David Molloy’s Irish-Catholic parents encouraged
treating others the way he would want to be treated.

The ethical practice has served him well during his
33 years with the Novi Police Department, where he
ascended from rookie cop to detective, sergeant, de-
tective sergeant, lieutenant, deputy chief, chief, and
simultaneously the chief and public safety director.

He's not sacrificing the golden rule before he leaves
for a planned vacation and a new job as deputy direc-
tor of the Michigan High Intensity Drug Trafficking
Areas.

“Like any other day and like I've done for 33 years,
I'm going to come in here and I'm going to work hard.
I'm going to do my very best, every single day,” Molloy
said. “I'm always going to do what'’s right and I'm going
to treat people like we want to be treated.

“The assistant chiefs, the fire chiefs, the captains
and lieutenants ... they all know operational consider-
ations. My job is just to provide them with the budget,
the resources, the training and the equipment. That'’s
what I will continue to do until the very last day.”

Molloy recently announced his retirement. His last
day is Feb. 18. He's looking forward to spending more
time with his wife Sheryl Walsh-Molloy, who is Novi's
communications director, and their children and
grandchildren.

Should one of the grandchildren express interest in
becoming an officer, he knows what he might say.

“You know what I'll probably tell them?” he said.
“You have a front-row seat to the biggest show on
Earth. You see things that a vast majority of people will
never see. I'd let them know it’s a great job. I love every
day of it. I take great pride in wearing a uniform.

“Even with the narrative that some people are try-
ing to paint with law enforcement right now, I think it
is still one of the most noble professions you're ever
going to find. It is very, very rewarding.”

And fun. Molloy said he’s had a lot of fun meeting a
lot of great people along the way.

He wasn't planning a career in law enforcement
when he began college at Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity. From Sandusky, he planned a business account-
ing career. But when he took a criminal justice course
as an elective, he was hooked.

A former Detroit police officer, Donald Bachand,
who is now SVSU'’s president, became Molloy’s men-
tor. Molloy became a service aide for the campus po-
lice and interned with the Michigan State Police.

Then came the Novi Police Department. Molloy
gained a lot of investigative experience before taking
the top-notch positions of deputy chief, chief and pub-
lic safety director.

Director of Public Safety and Chief of Police David
Molloy is retiring after 33 years with Novi. His last
day is Feb. 18. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

“Even with the narrative that some
people are trying to paint with law
enforcement right now, | think it is still
one of the most noble professions
you're ever going to find. It is very,

very rewarding.”

David Molloy Novi Police chief and public safety director

Meanwhile, he also was becoming quite the aca-
demic. Molloy has taught at Madonna University since

2007 and has instructed other law enforcers at the Po
lice Staff and Command Executive Leadership pro-
grams of Eastern Michigan University and Michigan
State University.

“I have a thirst for knowledge. I'm a lifelong learner.”
he said. “I want to learn something new every single
day. I also want to share information. | want to share
what'’s been successful for me

“l also want to tell people there’s going to be failures
As long as the failures aren't fatal, learn from those
Sometimes, we even need to celebrate those. No one
wants to show their vulnerability but the reality is
we're all vulnerable. The more that you show your vul
nerability, I think the better leader you will become.”

In his time off, he enjoys golfing and reading

When Molloy became chief in 2005, he swore he'd
leave the position and office in a better place than
when he got there. For the most part, he's confident
he's doing that.

“We received the national and state accreditation
and then the re-accreditation. I feel like it's a good time
to turn it over to someone else,” Molloy said. “We're
really at what I would consider kind of the top of our
game.”

There are certain experiences he’ll always cherish.

He won't be able to forget the cold cases and he’ll
fondly remember the triumphant investigations such
as Operation Falling Star, when Novi police worked
with federal agents to dismantle one of the largest nar
cotic trafficking organizations.

“I think the No. 1 thing I will remember is the peo-
ple,” Molloy said. “I've been fortunate to work with
some of the finest you're going to find in police and
fire.”

As the public safety director, Molloy has managed a
team of more than 200 sworn police personnel, fire-
fighters and support staff. His worked with an annual
budget of more than $20 million.

During his time with the city, he saw the depart-
ment grow as the population at least doubled. In terms
of diversity, he's proud that 19% of the sworn officers
are fermales.

“Ultimately, I think we're in better shape than a vast
majority of the organizations,” he said. “I've been very
blessed to have a great career. I've been blessed to
work with an outstanding public safety family. All of
our police officers, firefighters, dispatchers. ... They're
top notch. I'm certainly going to miss them.”

An open house to celebrate Molloy's retirement will
be 5:30-9:30 p.m. Feb. 18 at Suburban Collection
Showplace. Find more information on that event on-
line at chiefmolloy2022.eventbrite.com.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown-
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter
@susanvela.

Northville Twp. aims to bring life to long-dormant property

Ed Wright Hometownlifecom & ~ e s
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH. L e

Hundreds of acres of
long-dormant Northville
Township property are on
the verge of being revital-
ized.

Approximately 250
acres north of Five Mile
Road near the western
edge of the township as
well as 322 acres on the
site of the former state
psychiatric hospital
should experience sig-
nificant progress in 2022,
township Supervisor
Mark Abbo said.

“For 2022, the plan
really is to follow through
on a lot of initiatives that
were initiated in 2021,
Abbo said. “The key ones

include the continuing
demolition work of the
buildings remaining on
the Legacy Park property
(off Seven Mile Road).
There was $12 million
worth of debt issued and
we want to utilize that.

“It was great timing
because it looks like in-
terest rates are going to
be rising and we got fab-
ulous- interest rates on
those bonds.” :

Abbo said once the re-
maining psychiatric hos-
pital outbuildings are de-
molished, the township
will be able to develop
96% of the property’s
332 acres with hiking and
biking trails, and other
recreational amenities.

Abbo said a Legacy
Park committee has been
established and is “dili-
gently working to make
sure that property turns
out beautiful for resi-
dents and visitors from
surrounding areas.

“Our overriding goal is
always keeping taxes low
and improving our ser-
vice levels. That’s always
our objective.”

The promotion and de-
velopment of the town-
ship’s Michigan Interna-

tional Technology Corri-
dor should see a lot of fo-
cus in the coming year,
Abbo said.

“The 250 acres of the
MITC property is not only
located in Northville
Township, it's owned by
the township, which is
why it is so important to
us,” he said.

The MITC redevelop-
ment authority was cre-
ated in 2015 to capture tax
revenue to clean up the
properties along the Ply-
mouth-Northville border
and prepare it for tech-re-
lated development.

Noting that the town-
ship’s official list of 2022
goals will be hammered

SO daniG 0 A

Northville Township Supervisor Mark Abbo gestures
to a parcel of land at the northwest corner of Five
Mile and Ridge, where the township is exploring
creating a Michigan International Technology Center.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

out during a board of
trustees meeting in mid-
February, Abbo said he'd
like to see the township
set its sights on potential
improvements to the
public safety facility on
Six Mile Road and con-
tinue efforts to guarantee
that the owners of the
neighboring Arbor Hills
landfill eliminate odor
complaints.

“As far as our public
safety headquarters

building, there are defi-
nite needs. We have to
discuss how we want to
accommodate
needs,” Abbo said.

eawright@hometown-
life.com.
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The southwest corner of Five Mile and Ridge.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing to receive public
input on several requests in regard to the City of Northville Zoning Ordinance

¢ On premises zoned R-1A, First Density Residential District on property located at 20240
Clement Rd., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-03-0060-302. The
applicant is seeking a variance to construct a deck on the rear of the house. The vaniance
needed is 16 feet from the rear yard setback requirement in Section 15.01

¢ On premises zoned PR-2, Performance Regulated Indygtrial District No. 2, on property
located at 700 Doheny Dr., Northville, Michigan, 48162, parcel number 48-004-02-0004-
002. The applicant is seeking three variances to construct two additions onto the existing
structure at thig address. The variances needed are: 14 feet from the front yard setback
requirement, 11.6 feet from the side (west) yard setback requirement, and 8.7 feet from

. the side (east) yard setback requirement in Section 15.01, and the requirement that
expansions of a non-conforming structure must meet the ordinance requirements, or as
permitted by the Board of Zoning Appeals, in Section 22.01

¢ On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property located at 374
N. Rogers St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-02 0439-000. The
applicant is seeking a variance to construct a new residence with an attached garage
facing the street that is located 6.5 feet ahead of the front facade of the front exterior wall
The variance needed is 10.6 feet from the requirement to place an attached garage at
least four feet behind the front exterior wall of the residential dwelling in Section 18.26.

¢ On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property located on the
south side of Dubuar St., west of N. Rogers St. and abutting the western boundary of the
City of Northville, Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-02-0376-301. The
applicant is seeking a variance as a condition of lot split approval to divide this parcel
into two parcels without frontage on a public street per the requirement in Section 18.03

The public hearing will be held on March 2, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville Municipal
Building Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, 248-449-9902

The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance request

The vanance applications are available for review at the City of Northville Building
Department during normal business hours of 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday., local
prevailing time or on the City’s website www.ci.northville.mi.us (go to Services, Building
and Planning, Board of Zoning Appeals

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance requests must be submitted

by 4:30pm, March 1, 2022 to the City Clerk at the above addre
box, or emailed to dmassa@ci.northville.mi.us

or using the City Hall -Jr--;-

DOMINIC SILVESTRI, CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
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Residents speak out
against proposed
Novi childcare center

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Transforming a nearby golf club-
house into a children’s learning center
near Don Jorgensen's neighborhood
isn't what he or many of his neighbors
want to see.

The president of the Maple Hills as-
sociation, whose members live near the
Maples Golf Club off 14 Mile in Novi, was
one of many people who spoke before
the city’s planning commission against
the proposal that would see an IXL
Learning Center open in the clubhouse.

“I think we'd like a business there,
just not this business,” he said.

The plan has been met with criticism
from neighbors in the nearby residential
development, with hundreds sending
letters to the city and appearing at the
Jan. 26 planning commission meeting
at the Novi Civic Center.

The center’s proposal included trans-
forming the clubhouse into a learning
center that could accommodate be-
tween 125-175 children a day, which ex-
ceeds the allowance permitted by the
city in that type of zoning district.

In addition, the proposal would con-
vert the nine-hole golf course into open
green space, as the course is not expect-
ed to reopen for golfers this spring.

“We're not going to change the club-
house building. We're not going to
change the property of the golf course.
We won't affect the wetlands,” said Da-
vid Landry, an attorney for the petition-
er. “We're not going to build any building
on the golf course. It's going to remain as
open space.”

The development dates back dec-
ades with the golf course and many of
the residential properties developed
around the same time. The clubhouse
formerly held a restaurant, which
closed several years ago. The golf course
also went through a period of closure
nearly a decade ago, when it was shut-
tered for three years before reopening.

IXL Learning Centers operate facili-

A sign protesting a potential childcare
facility at the golf clubhouse in Novi is
left in the council chambers after a

planning commission meeting Jan. 26.

ties in Northville Township, Birming-
ham, Green Oak Township and Howell,
among other locations.

Among the issues raised by nearby
residents were traffic concerns with
such a center at peak drop-off and pick-
up times, especially with the current
clubhouse and residential properties
sharing the same road connector.

“It's coming off of our residential
property. It's going to block residents
from coming in and out,” resident Laura
Miller said. “We already see the conges-
tion on Novi Road.”

Landry said parents won't pick up or
drop off children all at the same time,
and many will have multiple children
per car, reducing the amount of vehicles
in the parking lot at any given time.

He said the proposed usage would
see less traffic than the previous uses,
considering it would only be used dur-
ing the week and closed on holidays.

“This is a less intensive use than a
restaurant, bar and golf course,” he said.

The request from IXL Learning Cen-
ter is for an amendment to the original
Planned Unit Development for the site.
That change of use was not recom-
mended by the city’'s planning staff to
the commission, citing the number of
students at the site would exceed the
city’s allowance.

Comprehensive
Joint Care
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Residents hold up signs to speak out against a proposed childcare facility at the
golf clubhouse off 14 Mile in Novi. PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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The site of the former clubhouse of the Maples of Novi golf course in Novi.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

The four planning commissioners at
the meeting agreed, voting to recom-
mend a denial of the change to the city
council.

Commissioners cited several reasons
for the denial, including issues sur-
rounding traffic and the impact it could
have on that part of town, as well as
safety concerns.

“It's coming off of a drive that is not
that big off of 14 Mile Road. It's just not
making sense,” Commissioner John Av-
doulos said. “I think the size of it and the
fact that it’s not allowable within the RA
zoning district that we currently have, it
makes it difficult for me to approve this.”

Commissioner Michael Lynch said he
wanted to make sure the golf course
property, which snakes through the

Living in pain?
Attend a FREE Virtual Seminar to discuss treatment options

Our expert staff will answer your question$ and discuss joint pain, joint replacement procedures
and implant options. Learn about our pre-surgical classes, choosing a personal coach, e

community, is taken care of properly
moving forward. He expressed dismay
over the failure of the course to stay
open.

“As far as the clubhouse goes, 1 do
agree you have a right to come in and
petition the commission for a different
type of use,” he said. “I'm not willing to
even consider another use until (we de-
cide) what we're going to do with the
main part of the community, which is
the golf course.”

The recommendation now goes to
the city council for its final decision on
the proposed changes.

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.
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Owners of longtime Plymouth
candy shop are ready to retire

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It's a bittersweet time for Cindy and
Everett Smith.

The Plymouth Township couple has
been in charge of Kemnitz Fine Candies
for decades, with Cindy Smith working
at the shop for more than half a century.
But after the thousands of cherry cor-
dials and other sweet treats, the couple
decided it's time to retire.

“It's tough. More on her because
she’s been at it for 53 years and I've only
been at it for18,” Everett Smith said. “I'm
a rookie.”

Cindy Smith began working at the
store as a teenager, prep. ‘ing and sell-
ing all kinds of goodies before she and
her husband took over the store in 1999.
Since then, they've spend time at the re-
tail location at 896 W. Ann Arbor Trail
and their production kitchen in a former
church building in Plymouth’s Old Vil-
lage neighborhood. It’s there the Christ-
mas treats, nougat and chocolate bun-
nies are crafted before heading down-
town for sale.

George and Betty Kemnitz began the
company in the 1950s, making candies
in their basement. They moved to the
current location in the late 1950s. An-
other owner purchased the building and
the Smiths bought the business in 1999.

The shop has been a longtime staple
for candy buyers in the Plymouth area,
with the couple getting to know many
shoppers over the years. Cindy Smith
said many longtime customers have
stopped by since the closing announce-
ment was made and expressed sadness
they won't be around the shop anymore.

“Alittle lady came in when I was there
and she said, ‘Oh, I'm so mad at you,' ”
she said. “I go, ‘I'm sorry.’ "

They've grown not only in selling
candy in Plymouth but mailing orders
across the globe.

“In December, I go to the post office
every day, taking packages,” he said.
“One day, I took one to four different
places: one was to South Carolina, one
was to Texas, one was to California and
one was to Massachusetts.”

-
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Everett Smith looks at a vat of melted milk chocolate at Kemnitz Fine Candies.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Christmas and Easter are their big-
gest holidays — they make “thousands
of bunnies” for Easter, Cindy Smith said
— with Valentine's Day mixed in as a
busy season, as well. Those looking to
buy sweets for their sweet this year will
have to make it in before they close
Feb. 12.

The hope, though, is that the closure
isn't permanent. The couple actively
seeks a buyer to take over the business

and keep the legacy going in Plymouth.

Their desire is to sell the business —
recipes and all — to a buyer looking to
keep the candy shop open. It's all
about finding the correct fit, Cindy
Smith said.

“I want to make sure it's the right
person,” she said.

The store is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Saturday until
Feb. 12.
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Grifhlin Claw
Brewing Co.
uses leftover
paczki for
new product

David Veselenak Hometownlife
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Birmingham's biggest brewery is
paying homage to a Polish delicacy
with its latest limited offering.

Joining the likes of another local
vodka maker, Griffin Claw Brewing
Company has distilled a small batch of
paczki-flavored vodka to accompany
its annual release of a paczki-flavored
stout. The vodka, Sin/Repent/Repeat
— which shares the same name as the
stout — came about after staff had left-
over paczki from brewing the beer.

Brewers tossed them into a still
with some vodka to create a unique
blend perfect for celebrating Fat Tues
day in a few weeks.

“It was just like, ‘Yeah, why not,’ ”
said Chris Lasher, marketing director
for the brewery. “We touched it up with
a little flavoring at the end.”

The vodka is made with a variety of
paczki from Troy’s Polish Market, in-
cluding strawberry, raspberry and
prune. Lasher said they did not have a
lot of leftover paczki to use, so the fla-
vor is subtle.

“It's pretty good,” he said, adding
that notes of vanilla are prevalent in
the flavor. “It's not overpowering or
anything like that.”

It’s a limited batch of only a few
dozen 750 mL bottles. Bottles can be
purchased beginning Feb. 15 at the Bir-
mingham taproom at 575 S. Eton or at
the Rochester Hills clubhouse at 2265
Crooks. The cost is $35, Lasher said.

The batch is inspired by another lo-
cal distillery known for its Paczki Day
vodka.

Detroit City Distillery has brought
its Paczki Day Vodka back this year for
a fifth time to mark the holiday, which
falls on March 1this year. That product
has sold out within minutes in recent
years of being available.
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Westland gym changes lives through boxing

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife. com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Boxing isn't just about being able to
throw a punch. It's about being able to
take one without losing your cool, too.

Most of the kids at Kronk Boxing
Gym in Westland aren’t trying to be
Rocky Balboa. But regardless of whether
they’re there for boxing lessons or fit-
ness, the life skills they learn in the ring
will follow them for the rest of their
lives.

“Boxing teaches a lot of discipline,”
said Chris Raymond, the program's
mentor. “If you're going to be a good box-
er, you've got to put a lot of time in. You
can’t pretend to be good at boxing. If you
do, you're going to jump in the ring and
get your ears boxed off.”

Kronk, a well-known name in the
boxing community that’s churned out a
host of world champions over the years,
partnered with the Norwayne Boxing
Gym in the Jefferson-Barnes Vitality
Center, 32150 Dorsey St., in October.

Kids ages 8 to 18 can come to Kronk
after school and learn to box from pro-
fessionals for free. In return, they prom-
ise to do well in school and be good at
home. Local high school students are on
site for free tutoring, too.

“Everybody learns differently, and
there's different ways to teach,” Zakya
Wilson, one of the tutors, said. “Having
fun with it is one of my favorite things.
Seeing them being excited about learn-
ing and finally getting something is the
best part for me.”

The gym also pays for equipment
and, if kids compete, travel to competi-
tions.

Jeff Styres, who owns the gym and
started Norwayne Boxing Gym, would
like to see Kronk’s brand become even
more well-known than it already is and
impact kids all over metro Detroit. The
gym is also looking to start a paid boxing
program for adults.

“Kronk is the world’s most famous
boxing gym of all time,” Styres said.
“We'd like to restore the glory that Kronk
once had and, more importantly, impact
more kids than we were before.”

Raymond, formerly the chief proba-
tion officer for the City of Westland, says
one of the ways the gym tries to prepare
kids for a future is teaching them to set

Terry Kinney, center, trains boxers in the ring at Kronk Boxing Gym in Westland. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

goals. He likes to get all of the students
thinking about where they want to be in
five years. The gym encourages kids to
consider college, trade school or the mil-
itary.

“They need to understand how many
choices they have,” Raymond said. “A lot
of times, if they’re not taught to think
that way early on, then they don’t think
about their future. It makes life a lot eas-
ier if you can goal set.”

According to Raymond, those les-
sons normally translate to more confi-
dence and better grades. Some boxers
use the program to get in shape, learn to
defend themselves or cross train.

Many of the program'’s referrals come
from the kids themselves. Teens at a va-
riety of skill levels can hop in the ring,
duke it out and have fun. A pop in'the
nose elicits good-spirited laughs from
the boxers and their onlookers.

The advanced athletes help out the
rookies, and the adult coaches in the
room keep things constructive. Kronk
looks less like somewhere people work
out and more like a place where friends
can gather to do something they love.

“It is a family,” Styres said. “It's very
much a family environment. A lot of the
kids come from really horrible back-
grounds and many of them have very
tough circumstances at home.”
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Novi City Council is considering purchasing the land and creating a park

at 329 Elm Court, which sits on a small island that juts into Shawood Lake.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Island

Continued from Page 1A

“That has changed with Pavilion
Shore Park and the addition to Lake
Shore Park. Shawood Lake is the last
piece of the puzzle.”

Access to the island is in walking dis-
tance from both Novi-owned parks, but
the private property may be a secret to
most city residents.

Elm Court is a short, single-lane road
with a few closely spaced homes. At the
end of the public road sits the privately-
owned parcel of wooded land that hides
a short pedestrian bridge that leads to
the half-acre island taken up mostly by
a 1,500-square-foot four-bedroom
home, carport and shed.

Maggie Shaffer, who has lived on Elm
Court for two years, was initially excited
when she learned the city may be inter-
ested in buying the island and its poten-
tial park amenities.

“If they build anything, I want a kay-
ak and canoe launch,” Shaffer said, but
added that considering how much foot
traffic would be coming by her home if
access remained via EIm Court gives her
pause.

“That might drive me crazy,” she said.

She speculated that visitors would
park their vehicles at Lake Shore or Pa-
vilion Shore parking lots and walk over,
but parking was one of many concerns
broached when discussing a possible
purchase during the Jan. 24 meeting.

“This is roughly 5 acres of waterand a
small island,” Mayor Pro-Tem Dave
Staudt said. “It's the kind of purchase
our city long-term can be proud of. ...
The fear is it would cost millions to fully
remediate the lake. If there is money
better spent, I don’'t know what it is.”

Council members Dave Smith, Ericka
Thomas and Laura Marie Casey voiced
support for the purchase. Council mem-
ber Justin Fischer and Mayor Bob Gatt
dissented, questioning the value for the
majority of Novi's residents.

Five votes are needed to acquire the
property.

Fischer said he was concerned with
unknown costs related to purchasing
and developing the property, including
ADA compliance, environmental stud-
ies and overall safety.

“We are lacking a viable plan and un-
derstanding of what we are buying our-
selves,” Fischer said. “I have a major
concern with potential costs. ... 1 under-
stand the concern of a dilapidated

The abandoned home would be
demolished as part of the project.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

building, but we can’t buy every dilapi-
dated building in the city. If that is the
only reason or the major reason (for
purchasing the property), it's not fair
to our other residents to use our money
to do this.”

Other potential costs could include
dredging the lake, estimated to cost
$1.4 million in the first year, which
would be necessary for restoration.
Additional dredging on a regular basis
would be necessary as well, City Man-
ager Pete Auger acknowledged.

Auger said the body of water is gov-
erned by the state and if Novi was go-
ing to do something with the lake, they
would have to go through a permitting
process with EGLE.

“If we don't buy, are we making a
mistake?” Gatt said. “I don’t know. I
can't be in favor for those reasons. It’s
not a benefit to those who live else-
where in the city.”

Staudt maintained that it would be
a benefit, and noted the city spent
$6 million on the ITC Trail that most of
Novi's 67,000 residents don’t use.

“This is the first step to get the bal-
ance of the 20 percent of the lake that
we don’'t own,” he said. “The argu-
ments (against the purchase) circum-
vent the real issue: Are we willing to
spend money and invest in a resource
that doesn't provide an immediate re-
turn to anyone who sits in this room or
perhaps any resident in the city of No-
vi? What we are looking at is invest-
ment in the long-term future of the
city.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or
517-281-2412. Follow her on Twitter
@SusanBromleylO.
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Downs

Continued from Page 1A

“To have no vote at all is absolutely
unacceptable. I can't tell you how dis-
appointed I am.”

Tinberg countered by saying a vote
would not be possible because there
was not enough time for further dis
cussion among commissioners.

“Then we'll stay longer,” Wertheim-
er said. “The staff told us before the
meeting they’d be willing to stay long-
er.

Tinberg then asked for a motion to
table the discussion until the commis-
sion’s next meeting Feb. 15.

Commissioner Thomas Barry made
the motion, which was supported by
Commissioner Carol Maise.

In a roll call vote on the motion to
table, six commissioners (Tinberg,
Vice Chair Steven Kirk, Barry, Paul De-
Bono, Maise and AnnaMaryLee Vol-
lick) voted yes while commissioners
Jeff Gaines, David Hay and William
Salliotte, Jr. voted no.

The same 6-3 result followed a roll
call vote to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting included a 23-minute
presentation by city planner Sally El-
miger, an approximately 70-minute
site plan presentation by Hunter Pas-
teur, a 32-minute period when com-
missioners asked clarifying questions
to the developers and roughly 48 min-
utes of public comment regarding the
site plan.

The development process will not
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A rendering of carriage homes Downs
developers added to their site plan.

move on to the next step — an official
public hearing until the planning
commission votes that the developer’s
preliminary site plan is “generally com-
plete.”

The meeting was held with a hybrid
format online via Zoom or in person.

Tinberg explained at the outset of the
meeting that commissioners were re-
quired to attend the meeting in person, a
requirement she said she’'d like to see
changed given the current spike in CO-
VID-19 cases.

The Downs project was deemed PUD
eligible Nov. 2, 2021.

At a meeting Monday, the Northville
City Council was expected to consider
establishing a Downs Project Advisory
Committee intended to plan for and
oversee benefits of the Downs redevel-
opment project.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
375-1113.
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Memorials

Continued from Page 1A

Takessian of nearby Star Jewelry. “It's
so devastating, knowing someone died
there.

“At the same time, it's heartwarming
to know the person meant so much to
family and friends that they'll continue
to maintain a memorial months after
the death.”

Tragedy grants new perspective

Prior to Sept. 3, 2020, emotions
tugged at Gabriella Duhn's heart when-
ever she drove by a roadside memorial.

“I'd pass one and think, ‘Oh, how sad,
and then I'd keep on driving,” Duhn re-
called. “When you don’t know the story
of the person who died at the site, it's
not nearly as impactful as if you knew
them.”

On that fateful night 16 months ago,
Duhn's 20-year-old son, Dominic, was
fatally injured on the shoulder of Shel-
don Road when he was struck by a hit-
and-run driver. Dominic Duhn was a
much-loved student at Michigan State
University at the time of his death, a
graduate of Northville High School and
an Eagle Scout.

During a post-funeral luncheon at
the Duhns’ Northville home, Gabriella
Duhn was approached by Tony Agius,
the grandfather of Dominic’s longtime
girlfriend.

“Tony said, ‘Would you mind if I put
up a cross where Dominic died? '” Duhn
recounted. “Honestly, that wasn't even
on my radar at the time because | was
still in shock. 1 told him absolutely, 1
would love it.”

The next day Agius and two of his
grandsons — all of whom loved Dominic
like he was a member of their family, Ga-
briella said — erected a three-foot-high
white cross with “Dominic 2000-2020"
etched on its horizontal section.

“I love how he did it. Very simple,
nothing crazy,” Gabriella said. “People
tell us they say a prayer whenever they
drive by Dominic’s cross.

“I still get emotional when I drive by
that spot.”

The Duhns’ family and friends — as
well as complete strangers — periodi-
cally place mementos near the memori-
al: an orange, carved silthouette of a
stampeding mustang (Northville High
School's mascot), Scouting-related
itens, a small cross and flowers current-
ly decorate the site. Ta

“One of my husband'’s friends plant-
ed mini sunflowers at the memorial,”
Gabriella said. “It brings us comfort to
know so many people still care.”

‘Every parent’s worst nightmare’

Northville resident Paula Kiefer is re-
minded of the worst day of her life every
time she visits her daughter at MSU.
Large signs near the Williamston exit of
Interstate 96 read: Mitchel A. Kiefer Dis-
tracted Driver Awareness Memorial
Highway

On Sept. 19, 2016, while returning to
East Lansing following a brief trip
home, Kiefer, a freshman at MSU, was
rear-ended by a 21-year-old driver who
was posting a message on Instagram
while traveling 82 miles per hour, a law
enforcement investigation discovered.

The collision pushed Kiefer's vehicle
into eastbound traffic and he was killed
in a head-on collision

Cindy Hartwick tends to the roadside memorial in t
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A memorial was set up at the place along Sheldon Road

Kiefer's death fueled his family and
friends to mount a campaign to end dis-
tracted driving, and a foundation has
been created in Kiefer's name.

“Mitchel’s death was like every par-
ent's worst nightmare,” Paula Kiefer
said. “We never even thought about put-
ting together a roadside memorial
where he died. We were focused on his
gravesite.”

During the harrowing days following
their son's death, Steven and Paula Kief-
er searched for a fitting gravesite for
their 18-year-old son. The journey took
them to the southernmost acreage of
Northville's Rural Hill Cemetery.

Kiefer's gravesite is a testament to
the love his family and friends felt for

he days followi-ng the 2016 death of her son
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A nutcracker figure and photos of a car crash victim rest at a five-year-old

roadside memorial near the site of Plymouth Township's former Courthouse
Grille restaurant.

him. Decorated with memorabilia from
his life — a pair of goalie pads he wore in
hockey games during the family’'s time
in Luxembourg rest against a nearby
tree — the site is a regular visiting place
for those who knew him well.

“It's still a sad place,” Paula Kiefer
said, “but seeing all the memorabilia his
friends leave, it warms my heart be
cause it shows that everybody else who
knew him thought he was as wonderful
as l did. ... Every time I go to Mitchel’s
gravesite, 1 can tell somebody else has
been there.”

Uncertain future

A few days after Kiefer's death, De

there Dorﬁiﬁic Duhn was killed by a hit-and-run driver.

w { AT Bl e
Two stuffed animals mark the spot for
a memorial to a car crash victim on the
northwest corner of Ford and Canton
Center roads.

gouya Carroll and Mark Wittrock, both
14 and freshmen at Churchill High
School in Livonia, were killed when a
stolen 1985 Ford Mustang SVO driven by
Carroll collided with another vehicle on
Plymouth Road near the Courthouse
Grille and burst into flames.

In the five-plus years since the teen-
agers’ death, an often-updated memori-
al has drawn the attention of motorists.

Detroit sports memorabilia, stuffed
animals and most recently a nutcracker
figure bring color to the space.

The memorial’s long-term future is
murky. District Capital Detroit, a com-
mercial real estate financing company,
is on the verge of turning the property
into a luxury apartment development.

When contacted by Hometown Life
on Jan. 31, a District Capital Detroit
spokesperson politely declined com-
ment on the fate of the memorial.

Regardless of its remaining lifespan,
the tribute — like the others in western
Wayne County — has no doubt brought
at least a small level of comfort to people
experiencing the most horrific moments
life has to offer.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
375-1113.
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ANGUS COWBOY CHOICE ANGUS ANGUS TOP SIRLOIN
RIBEYE STEAKS GROUND BEEF FROM ROUND STEAK

s I 5.99II.8. $6.49ILB. $8.99ILB.

s PREMIUM FRESH PREPAIE?J 255?‘;3)%?1ICKEN

FRESH ALL NATURAL ALL NATURAL BONELESS BREASTS: MUENSTER BACON

BONELESS PORK SKINLESS CHICKEN BREASTS CORDON BLEU, OR BACON :
CHOPS CHEDDAR

$3 .89, LB. $3 '99I"B' $5.99I LB.

SUPREME GROUPER CENSEA EZ PEEL
POLLOCK FILLETS FILLETS SHRIMP 16/20 CT
54 99| $16.9/ 56 99
¥, LB, . LB. « EA

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY ONLY!!
SURF & TURF FOR 2

WILD CAUGHT SOCKEYE

5189 @y ®
18.7].s 5899, 209
OFFER VALID 2/12-2/13, 2022
1248-477-4311
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