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Orchard Crossing plan nears finish line

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After years of different housing de-
velopment proposals for Erwin Or-
chards, one is nearly a done deal.

The Lyon Township Planning Com-
mission unanimously recommended fi-

Milford rallies
behind teen
snowboarder
after accident

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Amanda Oliverio was at home in
Milford on Feb. 12 when the phone call
came, and with it a mother’'s worst
nightmare.

Oliverio’s 15-year-old daughter,
Chloe Howard, was being airlifted un-
conscious and intubated from a Colo-
rado mountainside after a horrific
snowboarding accident.

“It was the worst day of my life,” Oli-
verio said. “We didn't know if she was
going to survive.”

Chloe’s father, Bill Howard, and Oli-
verio couldn’t secure a flight to Denver
until that night. Oliverio said minutes
before leaving for the airport she
opened a notebook to leave a message
for Chloe’s stepdad and found instead
arandom message left earlier from her
daughter: “I love you so much! You're
doing great, Mom!”

Chloe’s personality — loving, up-
beat, positive — shone through in the
note, and is being reflected right back
in her time of need, with an army of
supporters uniting on her behalf.

That army includes friends, family
and teammates on the Milford snow-
board cross varsity team and on Team
RipTurn, the United States of America
Snowboard and Freeski Association
race team with whom she travels and
competes.

After just two years in the sport,
Chloe Howard is ranked 14th national-
ly among snowboarders in her age
group, said Milford snowboard coach
Steve Jesionowski. Chloe is “definitely
an important piece of the puzzle on the
team,” he said.

See SNOWBOARDER, Page 8A
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nal plan approval for the residential
components of the Orchard Crossing
development, which will put 121 single
family homes and 40 duplex homes on
7T acres.

Orchard operations are expected to
continue unaltered for now.

Applicant Lombardo Homes' overall

vision for the 181-acre property includes
keeping the existing cider mill and a
portion of the orchards on 104 acres
while adding a bake house, tasting
room, and event center. These facilities
will return for site plan approval at a lat-
er time.

“This final review cleans up most of
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Buyers check out late-season vegetable offerings in 2020 at the Northville Farmers Market. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

the items and any final tweaks to the
plan,” Township Planner Brian Keesey
said during the commission's Feb. 14
meeting. “Accompanied by the (planned
development) agreement, it will cover
all the intricacies, the timing of

See ORCHARD, Page 8A

Task force reveals desired site
for Northville Farmers Market

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Following thousands of hours of de-
liberation and research, a volunteer
task force has determined its preferred
destination for relocating the North-
ville Farmers Market.

Now the hard part begins: finding a
way to fund the project. R

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices,
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar
items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

The task force whittled down an ini-
tial list of 15 properties to three before
deciding on property formerly occupied
by McDonald Ford near the intersection
of Seven Mile and Main Street.

Ideally, task force members would
prefer the market remain at its current
site, near the intersection of Seven Mile
and Center Street, but the imminent de-
velopment of the nearby Northville
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Downs property necessitated a new lo-
cation.

Hunter Pasteur Northville, LLC, the
Downs’ potential developer, said 2024
would be the latest date it could commit
to ensuring the market stayed at its cur-
rent site.

The market, which has traditionally

See MARKET, Page 8A

6""531 .l3'13"43|mu

74

$1.50

Product only. Select styles,

Save Big on Carpet, Hardwood,

Vinyl, and Laminate!

Call 888-330-0634

3 FRT LSS R e ST

& m
. ) » ~ v

or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.

FEieay v O . wf




2A | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24,2022 | O & E MEDIA (nR)

South Lyon seeks buyer for vacant city lot, with caveats

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The City of South Lyon has property
for sale, but there are a few strings at-
tached.

The parcel at 318 W. Lake St. is nes-
tled in among the neighborhood streets
downtown and is buildable as a single-

family home only. It must be a home
that fits in with nearby homes. And it
must be constructed within about a
year.

“We are going to put out for bids on
this property for someone to acquire
and put in a house that is compatible
for the rest of the houses in the neigh-
borhood,” City Manager Paul Zelenak
said.

The lot has 66 feet of frontage on W.
Lake Street and is 132 feet deep. It for-
merly held the South Lyon Area Recrea-
tion Authority building and prior to that

was a library.

In 2018, SLARA moved into a facility
on Griswold and in 2020, the building at
318 W. Lake was demolished.

Zelenak said most of the homes in
the W. Lake Street neighborhood are
best described as arts and crafts archi-
tecture, bungalows with detached ga-
rages that are about 50 years old.

The city wants a home constructed
on the lot that is similar in nature, per-
haps like a historic bungalow at 412 W.
Lake St. that is currently on the market
for $425,000.

“We don’'t want a very modern-look-
ing house that is not similar to the
homes on that block,” Zelenak said.

He declined to estimate what the city
might be able to get for a purchase price
on the property. The city advertised the
availability of the parcel a year ago with
no takers.

While the main goal is to get a home
constructed within a year, Zelenak said
the city is willing to negotiate.

For more information, visit the city's
website at www.southlyonmi.org or
email pzelenak@southlyonmi.org.

hometownlife.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF NORTHVILLE
The City of Northville Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to receive public

input on the Downs Planned Unit Development (PUD) requested by Hunter Pasteur Homes,
LLC, located at 301 S. Center St., Northville, Michigan, 48167.

The project site encompasses approximately 48-acres of land over a number of parcels and
lots, including:

- Vacant land on the south side of E. Cady St. (between S. Center St. and Griswold St.);

- Two vacant lots on the west side of S. Center St. (Lots 219 and 220 of “Assessors Northville
Plat No. 3°) between E. Cady St. and Fairbrook St.;

- Land currently occupied by the Northville Downs racetrack and associated parking and
horse stable areas (between E. Cady St. and 7-Mile Road, and between S. Center St. and
River St.); and

- Farmer's Market site on the west side of S. Center St., at the intersection of 8. Center St.
and 7-Mile Road.

Addresses associated with these parcels includes 301 S. Center St., 118 E. Cady St., 341 Beal
Ave., 318 River St., 106 Fairbrook St., and 109 Fairbrook St.

The subject sites are delineated in the aerial photograph below:

Source: Base Map Wayne County Parce! Viewer

The applicant is seeking to rezone the property to PUD, and develop a mixed-use project
that contains a variety of buildings and uses, including ground-level commercial units,
apartments, condominiums, row houses, townhomes, carriage homes, and single-family
homes, integrated with public streets, parks and pathways. Current zoning of the premises
includes Central Business District (CBD), Cady Street Overlay District (CSO), Racetrack
District (RTDJ, and Second Density Residential District (R-2). The applicant has submitted
a Preliminary PUD Plan. Section 20.06 requires a Public Hearing before the Planning
Commission considers the Plan, and makes a recommendation to City Council on the Plan
and the rezoning request. "

MEETING DATE AND MEETING LOCATION

The public hearing will be held on March 15, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. at the Northville Community
Center, 303 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, 248-449-9902. Members of the
public may attend the public hearing in person or participate virtually using the following
Zoom meeting participation link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83592963433, Or Telephone: +1
646 558 86566 or +1 301 716 8592, Webinar ID: 835 9296 3433

Members of the public attending by Zoom may participate in the public hearing as if
physically present at the meeting. An electronic meeting user guide for the public is found
on the City website www.ci.northville. mi.us. Those needing assistance or accommodations
should contact the City Manager's office at 248-449-9905 during normal business hours.

The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the Preliminary PUD Plan
and rezoning request

APPLICATION AND WRITTEN COMMENTS

The Preliminary PUD Plan and related documents are available for review at the City of
Northville Building Department during normal business hours of 8am to 4:30pm Monday
through Friday, local prevailing time or on the City’s website www.ci.northville.mi.us (go to
Business, Proposed Redevelopment Projects)

Written comments to the Planning Commission must be submitted by 4:30pm, March 14,
2022 to the City Clerk, City of Northville, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, or
using the City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa@ci.northville.mi.us.
DIANNE MASSA, CMC,
CITY CLERK

South Lyon
City Manager
Paul Zelenak
stands at 318
W. Lake St.,
site of the
city's former
recreation
center. The
city is looking
for a buyer to
develop the
property.
JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE.
coM

CITY OF NOVI1
NOTICE OF MEETING
OF MARCH 2022 BOARD OF REVIEW

Notice is hereby given that the March Board of Review shall convene for the Organizational
Meeting at 9:00 a.m. EST, Tuesday, March 8, 2022 in the Mayor’s Conference Room/
Civic Center at 45175 W. Ten Mile Road. The Board of Review will not hear appeals at the
Organizational meeting.

Notice is further given that the second session of the Board of Review will meet for
the purpose of hearing and considering assessment appeals in the Event Quarter
Room at 45178 W. Ten Mile Road on March 14, 15 and 16, 2022.

If you or your representative want toappeal in person, you are strongly encouraged
to come into the assessing department on or before 5:00 p.m. EST, Friday, March 11,
2022 in order to schedule an appointment to ensure your time beforc the Board of
Review. Appearances before the Board of Review are limited to five (5) minutes
or less. Petitions are available at the Assessor’s Office or at www.citvofnovi.org >
Services > Bonrd 6 Review Notice.

NO APPOINTMENTS WILL BE GIVEN UNTIL A PETITION IS RECEIVED BY THE
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT.

Written Appeals: Taxpayers may file a protest and petition in writing, instead of appearing in
person. Letters of protest will be accepted on or before 3:00 p.m. EST, Tuesday, March 15,
2022. Postmarks will not be considered. When submitting a letter of protest for the Board
of Review consideration, you must attach a completed petition along with any supporting
information.

All agents protesting values on property other than their own MUST HAVE written
authorization from each property owner they are representing.

Persons on fixed or limited income may be eligible for a reduction in property taxes due to
poverty. Applications are available at the Assessing Department, or at www.cityofnovi.org.
Any questions should be directed to the Assessing Department at (248) 347-0485.

BOARD OF REVIEW SCHEDULE

Monday, March 14, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room
Tuesday, March 16, 2022 - 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room
Wednesday, March 16, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Event Quarter Room

Located in the Civic Center, 45176 West Ten Mile Road Novi, MI 48375.

In accordance with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services advisory dated
November 19, 2021, all persons in indoor public settings are advised to wear a face mask,
regardless of their vaccination status.

Cortney Hanson
CITY CLERK

Publish: February 17, 24 & March 3, 2022 LO00003A1001  3efl

Section 0.2 Advertisement for Bid

Northville Public Schools
Request for Proposal

The Northville Public Schools (also referred to the District or NPS in these documents) wil)
accept sealed bids for:

Amerman Elementary
Amerman Playground Update

Bid documents will be made available online at: https:/sigma.michigan.gov or at Northville
Public Schools: https//rb.gv/t6gajd

Proposdals are to be submitted no later than 11:00 AM Local Time, March 2, 2022.
The-District will not consider or accept a bid received after the date and time specified for
bid submission. Bids will be publicly opened immediately following the close of receiving bids.

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids in whole or in part,;
or, for reasons of establishing uniformity, delivery time or preference, to award the contract to
other than the low bidder.

The contents of RFP and Bidder's (also referred to as Contractor in these documents) Proposal
will become contractual obligations if a contract ensues. Failure of the Bidder to accept these
obligations will result in the cancellation of the award. Award of a contract by the District is
subject to the Contractor executing a Contract, which shall incorporate the contents of this
RFP and the Contractor’s Proposal and final approval if the same by the District's legal counsel

In compliance with MCL 380.1267, the bid shall be accompanied by a sworn and notarized
statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee
of the bidder and any member of the board, or the superintendent of the school district. The bid
shall also be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing whether the bidder is
an Iran Linked Business in compliance with PA 517 of 2012. The Board shall not accept a bid
that does not include these sworn and notarized disclosure statements.

Certified check or Bid Bond must accompany each proposal by an approved surety company in
an amount not less than 5% of the proposal amount. All bids shall be firm for at least sixty (60)
days from the date of opening of bids. Length of time required for completion shall be specified
in the bid. All bids submitted must meet or exceed all specifications herein.

Any general questions should be referred to Steve Banchero, Director of Operations (248) 231
9879

Publish: February 24, 2022
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Rollover crash survivor looks to find
unknown guardlan angels’ who helped

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Marisa O’'Neill is certain she met her guardian an-
gels this month.

Now she wants to give them a hug and say thank
you for helping her and her three young children en-
dure the most perilous moments of their lives.

Just after 4 p.m. Feb. 9, the Honda CRV O’Neill was
driving — her three children, all 3 years old or younger,
in their car seats behind her — rolled over three times
after she collided with a vehicle while southbound on
Interstate 275 near the M-14 interchange.

She was told by law enforcement officers her car
came in contact with a semitrailer during the ordeal
and was pushed a short distance down the super-busy
roadway — details that added to the horrific event.

Once the car finally came to a rest on its roof in the
middle of the highway, the vehicle’s airbags deployed
and its windows shattered, the most wonderful
sounds echoed from the backseat.

“I heard all three of my kids screaming, so I knew
they were OK,” O'Neill recounted, her voice cracking
with emotion.

The family’s situation was still dire. Admittedly in
shock from the series of events that had just unfolded,
O’Neill exited the car, carefully walked to the backseat
door and unbuckled her infant daughter.

“When I looked back, I saw two men walking toward
me, one wearing what appeared to be an orange con-
struction vest,” she said. “One of the men held my
daughter while 1 unbuckled my other two kids. All
three are 3 (years old) or younger, so you can only
imagine the situation.

“Once I got all the kids out of the car, the man hand-
ed me my daughter while the other man put my two
other kids in his car so they could stay warm until po-
lice arrived.”

O'Neill believes a third man called 9-1-1

“I was still kind of in a haze when the police and
paramedics got there,” O'Neill said. “I felt a kind of dis-
belief that all this was happening. I remember sitting
in the back of the ambulance with my kids and asking
the officers if the men who helped us were still there.
wanted to say thank you and give them a hug.”

Much to O'Neill's dismay, the good Samaritans —
who provided perfect strangers with priceless comfort
during a chaotic crisis — left the scene without telling
emergency workers their names.

Law enforcement personnel were amazed O’Neill
and her children did not sustain any injuries, given the
the mangled remains of the CRV and that it rolled over
three times in close-to-rush-hour traffic.

A resident of Farmington Hills, O’'Neill wants to
meet the men who were her family’s saviors on that
gray February day.

“I don’t know if they were together or driving sep-
arate,” she said. “With all my heart I feel they were my
family’s guardian angels that day. You hear about so
much negative stuff these days. To have people do
something so amazing like this, well, I just want to give
them a hug and say thank you.”

The O'Neill
family’s Honda
CRV was
totaled in a
rollover crash
Feb. 9 on
Interstate 275.
Marisa O'Neill
and her three
children were
not injured in
the crash.
COURTESY OF
O'NEILL FAMILY

Marisa O’Neill is searching for two men who came to her aid but left the scene before she could thank them.
From left are O'Neill's children Benjamin, 1, Matthew, 2 months, and Isabella, 3. JOHN HEIDER/HOME TOWNLIFE COM

If you know the individuals who assisted the O'Neill family Feb. 9, contact reporter Ed Wright

at eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-375-1113 to help O'Neill find the trio she considers heroes.

Rottermond Jewelers
robber sentenced to
10-20 years in prison

Susan Vela physically injured. STATE OF
Hometownlife.com Maynarich's family MICHIGAN
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICH, members were present PROBATE COURT
during the sentencing QAR COUNTY
A South Lyon man over Zoom. In the court- NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate

apologized for robbing
Rottermond Jewelers in
downtown Milford before
an Oakland County judge
sentenced him to 10-20
years in prison.

Dennis Maynarich, 49,
had pleaded no contest to
four counts of armed rob-
bery and guilty to being a
habitual offender.

He also owes $30,400
in restitution.

Judge Jeffery Matis
said Maynarich harmed
others when he apparent-
ly used a plastic toy gun
to commit his crime on
Sept. 1, 2020.

One of the Rottermond
sales associates told the
judge that Maynarich’s
actions drastically
changed the employee’s
day-to-day life after May-
narich entered the store,
chatted for several min-
utes while looking at
watches and then point-
ed the gun toward them.

The judge said the
sales associate had to
seek therapy after losing
any sense of comfort. The
FBI arrested Maynarich
soon after the incident
without anyone being

room, his attorney Mar-
sha Kosmatka empha-
sized that an assault inci-
dent happened long ago
when Maynarich was
about 20 years old.

He still managed to be-
come a father, husband
and truck driver. He was
coping .with grief from

. sick or dying loved ones

and a job he lost because
of injuries from a vehicle
crash when he embarked
on a short crime spree.

His crimes were not
well planned and had a
“next to zero” chance of
succeeding, Kosmatka
said.

CASE NO.AND JUDGE
2022-404594-DE
Estate of Jean J. Budden, Deceased
Date of Birth:* November 24, 1933

TO ALL CREDITORS;
Notice To Creditars: The
decedent, Jean J. Budden,
Deceased died November 27,
2021 Creditors of the decedent
are notified that all claims against
the estate will be forever barred
unless presented ta Douglas A
Budden, personal representative,
or to both the probate court at
1200 North Telegraph. Road,
Pontiac, Michigan 48341 and the
personal representative within
4 months after the dase <of the
publication of this notice

Foater, Swift, Collins & Smith,
PC. Douglas A. Mielock P42924
313 South Washington Square
Lanaing, Michigan 48933
(617)371-8203
Personal Representative
Douglas A. Budden
731 Maple Hill Lane
Birmingham, Michigan 48009
(248) 288-9690

[Publish: Feb. 24, 2022 |4, comaeima s

CITY OF NORTHVILLE
2022 BOARD OF REVIEW
WAYNE AND OAKLAND COUNTIES

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Review of the City of Northville, Wayne and
Oakland Counties, will meet for the purpose of reviewing and adjusting the 2022 Assessment
Rolls of the City of Northville on the following dates:

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022: 4:00 p.m. Organizational Meeting (No Appeals
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2022: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m

Pursuant to Act 165 of 1971 and based on the proposed changes to assessed values for
2022, the Wayne and Oakland County Equalization Departments have set the following
tentative equalization factors relative to the 2022 Real and Personal Propert

Assessments: WAYNE COUNTY - Commercial Real 1.00; Industrial Real 1.00;
Residential Real 1.00; All Personal Property 1.00. OAKLAND COUNTY - Commercial Real
1.00; Industrial Real 1.00; Residential Real 1.00; All Personal Property 1.00

Mail-in Petitions must be received by March 16, 2022 before 4:00 p.m.
ALL TAXPAYERS wishing to petition their property’s taxable value or assessment in person
with the Board of Review will be seen by APPOINTMENT ONLY. To ensure every appeal
is_heard it is reauested that annointments be scheduled prior to Tuesday, March
16..2022. Please contact the City of Northville Tax Department at (248) 449-9901 for an
appointment or with any questions you may have regarding your 2022 taxable or assessed value
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Serving the Commumty with Compussuon and Integrity at a Fair Price

$795

Burial Starting at

$1,950

Clayne D. Frazer, Jr.

Clayne D. Frazer, Sr.

Full Service Funeral Home

248-667-9920 frazerfunerals.com
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Livonia man honors dad’s memory with baseball cards

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

In the spring of 1982, 7-year-old Matt
Fournier purchased a pack of Topps
baseball cards, carrying on a family tra-
dition practiced by his dad, Ted.

In late January — 15 months after his
67-year-old father succumbed to lung
cancer Fournier purchased an ob-
scure Kansas City Royals card from a
man in New Mexico, completing a 40-
year journey to complete the 1982 set.

“After my dad passed away, I was go-
ing through some of my old Topps sets
and found a box with the 1982 cards,”
Fournier, a Livonia resident and teacher
at Emerson Middle School, said. “It was
missing about 50 cards, so I got on eBay
and talked to my friends who are collec-
tors to try to find the ones I was missing.

“When the final one came in the mail
and I slid it into the slot in the binder, it
was a pretty cool feeling. I know my dad
would have gotten a kick out of it.”

The final card — bearing the mug-
shots of Royals George Brett and Larry
Gura on the front and the number 96 in
the upper-left corner of the back — cost
him just over $2.

“It was a common card, not a rookie
card or a card that people wouldn't be
willing to give up. So the actual card cost
me about 50 cents, and postage was
about $1.50,” Fournier said. “The fact
that it was the last card I needed to com-
plete the set is what made it special.”

Fournier's passion for card collecting
started in the early 1980s when he and
his brother would make regular trips to
Garden City to visit his dad.

“When the (Detroit) Tigers were
home, my dad would take my brother
and I to a game,” said Fournier, head
baseball coach at Livonia Franklin.
“When the Tigers were on the road, my
dad would take us to either a (sports)
card show, 7-11 or Kmart where my dad
worked, we’'d buy a box of cards, go
through them and organize them.

“My dad had been collecting cards
since 1959, so it was a great way for my
brother, myself and my dad to kind of
bond and share a common hobby.”

Fournier said the internet made his
journey to complete the 1982 set easier. \ \ . .

Matt Fournier, of Livonia, checks out the 1982 Topps baseball card collection'he recently completed after 40 years.
See CARDS, Page 5A JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Matt Fournier holds a Topps card of the Kansas City Royals’ 1982 batting and
pitching leaders (George Brett, 3.14 batting avg., and Larry Gura 2.72 ERA).

PHOTOS 8Y JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Cards

Continued from Page 4A

“The way it works now, you can go on
eBay, plug in the number and year of the
card you're looking for and usually find
someone, somewhere, who has the card
and is willing to sell it,” Fournier said.
“Before the internet, you'd have to go to
a card show where guys would have
boxes of cards — both common and
valuable ones — and you'd have to dig
through the boxes to find what you were
looking for.”

Since his dad died, Fournier has also
completed the entire 1975 Topps base-
ball card collection that Ted had begun.

“One of the cards missing from that
one was a George Brett rookie card,
which I ended up paying about $60 for,”
Fournier said. “My dad, brother and 1
have never really been in it to make
money. It's always been more of a nos
talgia thing for us.

“I have some stuff that is probably
pretty valuable, but I'd never think

about selling it.”

While sifting through some of his fa-
ther's belongings last year, Fournier
found an item that touched him so much
he framed it.

“When my dad got remarried — it was
either 1986 or 1987 — he and his wife
honeymooned in Cooperstown (New
York),” Fournier recounted. “He bought
a couple postcards with photos of (Ti-
gers greats) Al Kaline and George Kell.
He wrote a note on each of them to my
brother and I, saying, ‘We’re having a
great time. ... I know you'd love it here’
For whatever reason, he never mailed
them.

“When I was going through my dad’s
things after he passed, 1 found the post-
cards. My brother and I don't have a lot
of hand-written notes from my dad, so
those were very special.”

An example of how the power of
baseball resonates from the diamond to
the heart.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375-1M3.

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24

. \

Fournier has shelf upon shelf of baseball

ey
9, 1m o

Some more baseball memorabilia from Fournier's collection.
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How historians uncover Underground Railroad sites

Annabel Aguiar Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

We know a few stories about the Un-
derground Railroad passing through
Michigan, collected from oral histories,
journal entries, records of abolitionist
magazines and other clues left behind
on the path to freedom.

But documenting a 200-year-old se-
cret network can be a maddening task.

“They didn’t want to be found,” said
Amanda Campbell Crawford, an ar-
chaeologist for the U.S. Forest Service.
“We know that there were probably a
few thousand more stories that we don't
know.”

As chair of the Michigan Freedom
Trail Commission, it’s Campbell’s job to
find traces of the Underground Railroad
in Michigan. The network was a major
chapter in Michigan history due to its
border with Canada, seen as a safe
haven for Black people. The modern-
day Detroit-Windsor border was one of
the busiest crossing points.

The government commission,
formed in 1998, is composed of one
member appointed by the state House
speaker, one by the state Senate major-
ity leader and nine appointed by the
governor, all to four-year terms.

Their work includes fielding applica-
tions about suspected Underground
Railroad sites and hosting networking
events with other historians. While the
pandemic interrupted quarterly meet-
ings and moved their annual gathering
online, it also quadrupled attendance.

Appointees include academics,
members of communities with ties to
the Underground Railroad and a mem-
ber knowledgeable in historic preserva-
tion. All are unpaid volunteers save for
the occasional lunch.

Michigan had known Underground
Railroad sites in Battle Creek, Marshall,
Jackson and Detroit, tracing the typical
route through the southwestern portion
of the state into Canada.

One major project for the commis-
sion this year is developing a statewide
marker system at documented sites,
funded by a grant from the National Un-
derground Railroad Network to Free-
dom. The markers will show visitors a
QR code directing them to information
about the history of the property.

Separating fact from speculation

A marker at an eventually discovered
site isn't an impossibility, according to
Rochelle Danquah, a member of the
commission and a Ph.D. candidate at
Wayne State University.

“We know that movement was not
static,” she said. “We know that these
different networks, they were breath-
ing.”

Danquah, who leads the commis-
sion’s sites committee, primarily deals
with people who report suspected Un-
derground Railroad locations.

The documentation process for a
physical location requires a thorough
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application through the National Un-
derground Railroad Network. The key is
to suss out slightly unusual architecture
from concretely verifiable passageways
for freedom-seekers.

Nineteenth-century basements —
including areas to stow animals when it
got cold and large crawl spaces — have
been mistaken for signs of the Under-
ground Railroad, Danquah said.

The real proof comes when a sus-
pected site can be tied to evidence from
a journal or other snippet of writing.

The bulk of uncovering the intention-
ally hidden network entails combing
through documents and journals to
match them up to suspected sites.

Kimberly Holley, director of the Sojourner Truth Institute of Battle Creek, shares the story of Perry Sanford, who escaped
slavery in Kentucky and found a home in Battle Creek. NOE HERNANDEZ/BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER

In Marshall, a first-floor telephone
booth at the National House Inn con-
tained a hidden trap door. It led to iron
grating in the risers between the stairs,
where one could see through the glass
front door as a lookout. ;

But without thorough corroboration,
it's just a very likely story.

In Battle Creek, strong Quaker influ-
ence made the city a stop for freedom
seekers looking for “stationmaster” and
state legislator Erastus Hussey. Among
them was Perry Sanford, a formerly en-
slaved man who made his home in the
city. Like much Underground Railroad

See HISTORIANS, Page 7TA
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Historians

Continued from Page 6A

history that is corroborated, it’s largely
confirmed through recovered writings.

Uncovering untold stories

Danquabh is currently working to doc-
ument the story of a family who fled
from slavery and eventually moved
back to the Lansing area to live, at face
value an odd choice given its concentra-
tion of state power.

But abolitionist sentiment was
creeping into political action by then,
meaning Lansing might not have been
the strangest choice for the family.

After a series of escapes into Michi-
gan, where slave catchers were turned
away by Quakers and free Black people
protecting the escapees, the federal
1850 Fugitive Slave Act required that
people be turned over to slave catchers
even in free states.

In response, the Michigan legislature
passed a Personal Liberty Act in 1855,
prohibiting the use of county jails to de-
tain escapees and advising prosecutors
to defend those who were recaptured in
order to neutralize the federal rule. That
law was spearheaded by Hussey.
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Museum in Laura and James Flora stand at their Warren Road home in Canton that they've
dubbed the Flora Home. Built in 1848, the home may have been used in the

Underground Railroad. JOHN

But that narrative — one of well-
meaning white allies stepping in to help
anonymous escapees — is a typical one
in Underground Railroad research.
That's according to Roy E. Finkenbine, a
University of Detroit Mercy professor
and history department chair appointed
to the commission in 2009.

Contrarily, recent scholarship has
emphasized the experience of freedom
seekers and nonwhite people over
mostly white abolitionists. Finkenbine's
own research centers on abolitionist ac-
tion of Native Americans within Michi-
gan, finding evidence of groups includ-
ing the Odawa and Ojibwe working to-
gether to help freedom seekers reach
Canada.

He believes people are still drawn to
the history of the Underground Railroad
because it shows people coming togeth-
er over racial, occupational and reli-
gious lines.

“In some ways, it’s us at our best,” he
said. “Just as we are divided now as a
nation, we were extremely divided ideo-
logically then, as well as regionally, so-
cially, racially.”

He continued: “A lot of Americans
want to remember this part of the histo-
ry because it showed people coming to-
gether over a whole lot of things to help
even in the face of legal structures to the
contrary.”

The Underground Railroad sculpture at Kellogg House Park in Battle Creek
depicts abolitionist Harriett Tubman leading enslaved people to freedom.
ALYSSA KEOWN/BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER
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Camp Dearborn to tear down green tents

Mirlam Marinl Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

A major feature at Camp Dearborn
will be torn down this month due to
safety concerns, the camp manager an-
nounced.

The military-style tents at the Mil-
ford camp have been deemed a “critical
infrastructure failure” and will be closed
for the upcoming camping season.

The tents, which were constructed in
1996, are warped and brittle, Camp
Manager Jason Spiller said in a letter to
campers.

“At Camp Dearborn the safety, secu-
rity, and well-being of our guests is al-
ways our top priority,” the Jan. 27 letter
reads. “When a safety issue arises, it is
our responsibility to address it and pro-

Market

Continued from Page 1A

been open on Thursdays from early
spring to late fall, annually draws ap-
proximately 34,000 visitors, task force
leaders revealed. A good percentage of
those visitors eat and shop at Northville
businesses during the market.

The other two finalist properties
were the city’s Foundry Flask property,
which was eliminated because of its re-
cent acquisition and plans for future
residential development; and the down-
town U.S. Post Office property.

“The post office property would have
been exceptional, but we can’t count on
the land being vacated any time soon,
even though there has been discussion

Snowboarder

Continued from Page 1A

She was missed at the Feb. 16 state
championship meet at Mt. Brighton,
during which the Milford boys took first
and the girls placed third, riding in
Chloe’s honor and wearing purple ban-
dannas, her favorite color.

“All of her teammates love her,” Jesio-
nowskisaid. “She has a strong work eth-
ic and she’s very sweet. ... She's a great
person to be around.”

He said brain trauma is uncommon
in the sport and Chloe Howard's is the
most serious injury ever suffered by any
of his Milford athletes.

Boardercross is the snow equivalent
of motorcross with dirt bikes, Jesionow-
ski said. It appears Howard had come
off a jump at a high rate of speed, lost
control and overcorrected, “catching her
toes” and landing head first on the
course at Copper Mountain.

When Oliverio finally boarded her
flight to Colorado, her child had been
placed in a medically-induced coma. As
she sat “ugly crying” in her airplane seat
next to a stranger, a flight attendant
handed her a note with a handwritten
message from the crew, which had been
informed of the situation.

“They said they couldn’t imagine
what we were going through,” she re-
calls. “They were offering us comfort
and prayers. Delta for the win.”

The support and love continues to
pour in for Howard and her grateful
family, which also includes stepdad Re-
mo Oliverio, stepmom Misty Howard,
and siblings Camryn, Hayden, Alex,
Payton and Jaxson.

A GoFundMe page established by
Chloe Howard's aunt, Audrey Kaney,
raised nearly $20,000 as of Friday
morning for medical expenses, as well
as the cost of travel expenses and lodg-
ing for Howard's parents as they remain
by their daughter’s side until she can re-
turn to Michigan and start in-patient re-
habilitation at the University of Michi-
gan Mott Children’s Hospital.

Amanda Oliverio said she hopes that
will be in about three weeks. An MRI
showed that Howard sustained about
30 tiny brain bleeds, and as a result doc-
tors say it will take her about a year to
recover.

Howard will not return for a year to
virtual classes in the Huron Valley Vir
tual Academy, which the sophomore re-
cently began attending to enable travel
for her sport. Nor will she be getting her
driver's license in April or visiting her
professional snowboarder boyfriend
Brian Rice, a Farmington native, in Col-
orado.

Instead, Howard will be relearning
basics, like how to walk, get dressed,
brush her teeth and hair, and tie her
shoes. But she's already beginning to
talk again, and although she remembers
nothingofthe accident and thinks she is

tect our guests from any hazards.”

In the 25 years the tents have been
standing, they have not been regularly
or adequately maintained, Dearborn
Mayor Abdullah Hammoud said in an
email to the Free Press. Residents have
brought their own tools over the years to
make repairs.

Exacerbating the poor condition of
the tents was the total shutdown of the
tents during the 2020 camping season.
The section of the camp will be redevel-
oped into another type of accommoda-
tion for campers.

“No matter the replacement option
we choose, we are going to upgrade and
invest in Camp Dearborn to secure its
longevity for generations to come,”
Hammoud wrote in the email.

Other options could include electric

about it relocating since I've lived in
Northville,” said Task Force Chair An-
drew Krenz.

Negotiations are underway for the
city to purchase the McDonald Ford
property, task force member Susan
Halfleigh said.

Building a new 12,000-square-foot
building — and adjacent amenities and
parking spaces for the 2-acre-plus site
— will require securing grants and do-
nations.

Northville Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara
Morowski-Browne said she loved the
design plans revealed during the Feb. 7
Northville City Commission meeting;
however, she reiterated securing fund-
ing for the project is vital.

“The business plan for this project is
critical,” Morowski-Browne said. “A

project like this has to be self-sustaining

Milford High School's Chloe Howard is ranked 14th nationally in snowboarding

hook-up sites, for trailers or RVs, or
more rustic-style cabins. The decision
will incorporate feedback and ideas
from residents.

Refunds and season passes will be is-
sued to reservation holders for the 2022
season.

An early bird window is open through
Friday for current tent reservation hold-
ers to rent any available cabin or electric
or full-hookup site during the same
week as their tent reservations.

New reservations must be made by
contacting the Camp Dearborn office at
248-684-6000.

Camp Dearborn was established in
1948 and is operated by the Dearborn
Recreation Department. While it is open
to the general public, rates are discount-
ed for residents of Dearborn.

A rendering of the north-facing
exterior of the Northville farmers
market. COURTESY OF KOHLER ARCHITECTURE

because it certainly can't be a future fi-
nancial burden to the chamber of com-
merce or the city.”

Task force members said they’'d like
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in the girls 15-16 age group by the USA Snowboard and Freeski Association.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JERRY REA

Howard with her mom, Amanda
Oliverio. COURTESY OF AMANDA OLIVERIO

in New York, Oliverio knew it would all
be OK when her daughter finally opened
her bright blue eyes.

“When | saw that for the first time,
that is what I needed,” Oliverio said. “I
expected her to say something wildly in-
appropriate, because that is her.”

Instead, Howard said: “Mom.”

That was perfectly appropriate, and
more than enough.

Howard began speaking in full sen-
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Howard was seriously injured Feb. 12
in a snowboarding accident in
Colorado that caused traumatic brain
injury. Her recovery could take up to
a year.

tences, and Oliverio has no doubt that
her daughter’s speedy progression in
speech will translate to all areas of her
recovery.

“They told me 12 months to get back
to baseline and I told them six,” Olive-
rio said. “She will prove them wrong.
This kid is amazing.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or
517-281-2412.

The green military-style tents at Camp
Dearborn in Milford have been deemed
a “critical infrastructure failure.”

JOHN WISELY/DETROIT FREE PRESS

to see the new facility become a multi-
purpose event center and be available
on a year-round basis, which could help
generate funding sources.

Krenz said there are only two facili-
ties that cater to events like wedding re-
ceptions and graduation parties within
a five-mile radius of mid-town North-
ville.

The task force sought input from
farmers market vendors.

“Without them, there’s no market,”
Krenz said.

There was no formal vote following
the task force’s Feb. 7 presentation to
the city commission; however, the com-
mission’s consensus on the project was
positive.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375-113.

Orchard

Continued from Page 1A

construction, phasing, the uses al-
lowed, it will all get incorporated.”

Greg Windingland, vice president
of land development for Lombardo
Homes, said construction would be
done in four phases as homes sold, but
he did not give a timeline.
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