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Taft and 9 Mile roundabout hits snag

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A roundabout set to be constructed at
Taft Road and Nine Mile in Novi this
summer after years of planning has hit a
major snarl: a city council divided.

During the council’s March 14 meet-
ing, Mayor Bob Gatt declared he was not

MILFORD

Council to seek
pay raise on
August ballot

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Current Milford Village Council
members are still receiving the same
rate of pay as their counterparts were
64 years ago:

Seven dollars and 50 cents ($7.50)
per meeting.

With two council meetings sched-
uled per month, that equates to about
$180 per year to be elected representa-
tives and govern the municipality.

Voters could change that in August,
after the council agreed, 6-1, to place a
charter amendment proposal on the
ballot that would raise the rate of pay
to $50 per meeting with a maximum
pay of $1,500 per year. Councilman Jim
Kovach voted no.

“We're not asking for an exorbitant
amount, we're just trying to align it a
little more,” Councilwoman Jennifer
Frankford said. “We get no benefits,
and we're not asking for that. There are
no perks for being a council member.”

Four years ago, voters were given
the same opportunity to raise council
members’ wages, but declined to do so,
with 1,777 no votes to 1,601 voting yes.

Frankford notes the work of council
members extends beyond the dais
they sit behind for their formal duties,
including researching problems and
following up on concerns of residents
and business owners.

Milford council members appear to
be grossly underpaid when compared
to their counterparts in some local gov-
erning bodies.

South Lyon City Council members
receive $180 per month for a total of

See PAY RAISE, Page 7A

infavor of the roundabout and the coun-
cil hadn’'t had a chance to weigh in, al-
though he was told by City Manager
Pete Auger the project dates back nine
years.

“I think it's misguided and I am not in
favor of proceeding,” Gatt said, adding
that he wasn’'t against roundabouts
“where they are warranted,” but that he

SOUTH LYON
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JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

believed the one proposed “... doesn't
belong there.”

Federal officials who oversee grants
for traffic safety improvement say oth-
erwise, with the city approved for
$600,000 in Highway Safety Improve-
ment funds specifically for the round-
about.

Councilmen Dave Smith and Hugh

-

The home at 10611 Lighthouse Point Drive in Green Oak Township is on the market for $2.888 million.

Crawford also voiced disapproval for the
project, with each respectively calling
roundabouts “confusing” and “a solu-
tion looking for a problem.”
Councilman Justin Fischer was the
first to speak in favor of going forward
with the project, noting he had voted

See SNAG, Page 7A
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Five most expensive homes
for sale are in 1 neighborhood

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

The five most expensive homes on
the market right now in the South Lyon
zipcode are all in Hidden Lake Estates,
a unique gated community where resi-
dents rarely want to leave.- - -

Indeed, the current occupants of the
priciest home for sale, a nearly $3 mil-
lion waterfront Cape Cod, are simply
downsizing to another home in the
neighborhood which features 7 miles of
walking trails, private Beach, marina,
playground, amphitheater and orga-
nized social events.

“A huge draw to the home is the com-
munity,” Terri Fenelon, an associate
broker with Terri Lloyd & Co. Real Es-
tate, a Keller Williams team, said. “The
list of buyers is a mile long waiting for
the right housé in this neighborhood.

See HOMES, Page BA
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Michigan AG turns to Northville
Township for accreditation tips

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michigan’s top lawyer and law en-
forcement official was so impressed
with Northville Township's successful
pursuit of police accreditation that she
dropped by Thursday for some advice.

Northville Township Manager Todd
Mutchler, who also serves as public
safety director, Police Chief Scott Hil-
den, Accreditation Manager Lisa Cupp
and other badged personnel gathered
for a March 24 discussion with Michi-
gan Attorney General Dana Nessel.

They talked proper preparation,
timetables and the benefits of establish-
ing and maintaining standards, some to
address and reduce liability, and maxi-
mizing effectiveness and efficiency.

Some accreditation goals are to rec-
ognize excellence and improve in terms
of fairness, staff confidence, and build-
ing community trust and confidence.

Nessel shared that her office is pre-
paring for an accreditation process and
that she also is interested in promoting
accreditation to other departments
across the state.

She wanted to know if the pursuit of
accreditation improved police relations
with the community.

“When you're raising your level of ex-
cellence and professionalism in all your
areas it kind of naturally brings out a
community engagement component,”
Hilden said. “You're engaged in the suc-
cess of the community. You're excited
about your department and the things
you do for the community.

“I think it just naturally opens up
more conversations with community
members, more interactions with com-
munity members. Accreditation isn’t
perfect. (But) I can’t say enough about it
from the standpoint of what it does to
the professionalism of an agency.”

Nessel asked for recommendations,
and one Hilden offered was an empha-
sis on addressing and preventing men-
tal health crises.

“That is a big topic of discussion: how
do we get more social. workers in to the
schools,” Nessel responded. “There's a

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel listens to Northville Township Police Chief Scott Hilden on March 24 as he talks
about the township police department'’s pursuit of accreditation. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM ;

“When you're raising your level of excellence and professionalism in all your
areas it kind of naturally brings out a community engagement component.”

Scott Hilden Northville Township Police chief

huge shortage. It's not just a matter of
funding. You have to encourage people
to go in to these professions.”

Hilden said he learned about a month
ago that the attorney general wanted to
visit for feedback on accreditation be-
cause police leaders recognize North-
ville Township Police Department as a
premier agency in Michigan.

“It really is one of those things that is
so self rewarding,” he said. “The hard
work that everybody has done; that

kind of recognition is what you're look-
ing for. We really are focused on provid-
ing the best service to the community.”

According to the township’'s website,
the police department has accreditation
from the Commission on Accreditation
for Law Enforcement Agencies, which is
considered in the profession to be “the
gold standard in public safety.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.

Hilden talks to Nessel during her visit.

Fake gun sends GM Proving Ground into lockdown

Frank Witsil and Jamie L. LaReau
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

A lockdown Friday morning at the
General Motors proving grounds
prompted by a fake gun — part of work
on an emergency vehicle in develop-
ment — “turned out to be nothing,” Mil-
ford police later said.

GM confirmed that it was a “false
alarm.”

“There was a workplace situation
earlier today,” Maria Raynal, a GM
spokeswoman, clarified. “Police re-
sponded accordingly. All employees are
safe. Work has resumed at the campus.”

The incident, which sent social
media into a frenzy, was first reported
by WWJ-AM.

Just before 10 a.m., two buildings
went into lockdown, the radio station
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said, after a tipster reported seeing a
massive law enforcement response,
which including Oakland County Sher-
iff's deputies.
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The entrance to GM'’s Proving Ground in Milford. COURTESY OF GOOGLE MAPS

Initially, there was concern a barri-
caded gunman was in the facility.

GM develops police vehicles. A per-
son familiar with Friday’s incident told

the Free Press that engineers were car-
rying fake guns to aid in the project.
Someone apparently saw them and
thought an active shooter may have
been in the building and called police.

The fake guns were “inert mock-ups
of police firearms,” a source familiar
with GM'’s work on police vehicles said.
They are used as part of the validation
process for the vehicles GM makes for
law enforcement agencies, the person
confirmed.

Milford Police confirmed with the
Free Press later that officers were at the
Proving Grounds, but said there was no
threat and any details about the inci-
dent would need to come from GM.

According to WWJ, Milford Police
Chief Tom Lindberg said a technician
was spotted on video entering one of the
buildings carrying a rifle. But, he added,
the weapon was not real.

Redford couple’s yard decoration draws crowd

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

“SkeHy Boy,” the massive, pump-
kin-faced skeleton on Alicia Bonanno
and Donavan Richardson’s property in
Redford, has become a popular selfie
and local tourism spot since Richard-
son gifted Bonanno, his fiancé, the 10-
foot-tall monster just before Hallow-
een last year.

“Her favorite holiday is Halloween,
so I got it as kind of a surprise for her,”
he said.

Bonanno and Richardson keep
Skelly Boy outside year-round be-
cause people enjoy it so much.

“It was just going to be a Halloween
decoration, but then people on Face-
book were like, ‘Are you going to dress
it up for the next holiday?’ So 1 was like,
‘You know what? Let’s do it, " Bonan-
no said.

The display has grown to include
colored lights, a seat for selfie-takers
and two smaller skeletons added dur
ing Christmastime the couple call
“Skelves.” Richardson has also made

A 10 foot-tall St. Patrick’s Day-themed
skeleton stands outside the Beech
Daly home of Donavan Richardson and
his flance Alicia Bonanno.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

sure Skelly Boy is sturdy and able to
withstand storms.

Neighbors, children, a party bus and
even a local musician looking for album
art have visited their home on Beech Da-
ly.

“People are welcome to come and

laugh and be loud,” Bonanno said. “We
love seeing people happy; it doesn’t
matfer what time (of yean) it is.”

Most recently, Skelly was decked out
with beer glasses, a red beard and a
green top hat for St. Patrick’s Day. On
April 1, he’ll don bunny ears and a bushy
tail as a nod to Easter.

It costs roughly $100 to decorate
Skelly Boy every month, and the couple
has been shocked by the décor, services
and money visitors have offered. The
couple doesn't ask for donations, but is
looking for someone to get Skelly Boy on
TikTok.

“We have people stop by all the time,”
Richardson said. “One lady was walking
by today while I was out here fixing it
and was like, ‘I just want to let you know
I drive by this every day. Keep it going;
it's awesome.’ "

People can keep up with updates by
joining the Skelly Boy Fan Club group on
Facebook, where the couple also holds a
photo contest every month.

“My number one thing is the joy it
brings to the neighborhood,” Bonanno
said
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Wlth interest rates rlslng, take steps to maximize savings

Money Matters
Rick Bloom
Guest Columnist

For the first time since 2018, the Federal Reserve
raised interest rates last week by .25%. The Feds also
announced that this won't be the only interest rate
hike this year. In fact, it indicated that we would see six
additional rate increases in 2022.

Not surprisingly, immediately after the Fed an-
nouncement, stocks fell; however, as investors caught
their breath and looked at the announcement, stocks
rallied and the markets tumed, and by market close
the Dow added over 500 points.

I bring this up just to highlight how difficult it is to
predict short-term movements in the market. I have
always said it’s a fool’s game to try to time the market,
because you must be right twice — once when you buy
and once when you sell. In the history of investing, no
one has been able to do this consistently, so you and I
should not try.

You may be asking yourself why the Feds are raising
interest rates. The short and simple answer is that it is
trying to curb inflation. Inflation is at a 40-year high,

Lyon Township picks

Inflation is at a 40-year high, and the
fear is if inflation continues to rise, we
risk the economy going into a
recession - something no one wants.

and the fear is if inflation continues to rise, we risk the
economy going into a recession - something no one
wants. Therefore, the Feds hope raising rates will tamp
down spending, thus keeping the economy out of a re-
cessjon.

Wwill it work? I don’t know, but I do know that as an
investor, I am happy that the Feds are doing something
to prevent prices from continuing to rise.

Increased rates have an impact for consumers like
you and me. For those of us who borrow money, we can
expect the cost of money to increase. That means, for
example, if you have an adjustable-rate credit card,
your interest rate will rise. In addition, rates for auto
loans and personal loans will also increase. Further-
more, even though the Feds announcement only af-
fects short-term’ interest rates, you can expect mort-
gage rates to increase. I think that the time to get a 30-
year mortgage for under 4% has probably passed.

site for library, park

Susan Bromiey
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

Lyon Township offi-
cials have met in the mid-
dle and agreed their per-
fect location for a new li-
brary would be in the cen-
ter of the township on
property at 11 Mile and
Milford roads.

A park that could be
located on the same
property sweetens the
deal.

In November, the final
decision will be turned
over to voters.

“We are very encour-
aged that (the township
board members) are now
willing to work with us on
this combined project
and will offer a lot of the
amenities the public has
been asking for and doing
a combined project will
keep the costs low,” Li-
brary Director Holly
Teasdle said. “It's pretty
exciting. We want to give
people what they want
and this is an opportunity
to do that and improve
living in Lyon Township.”

Treasurer Patty Car-
cone agreed, saying she
had already worked hard
for a park at the site that
didn't arrive, but now
they could create a park
and a library together.

“We were hoping for
an amphitheater, soccer
fields, a playground, a
place for food trucks,” she
said. “We're gonna get a
park, you're gonna get a
library; it's a win-win for
everyone.”

The Lyon Township Li-
brary is undersized for
the population of 23,271
residents it serves, cur-
rently housed in a 6,000-
square-foot building
compared to nearby facil-
ities. The Salem-South
Lyon District Library is
22,056 square feet serv-
ing a population of 18,764,
and the Milford Library is
23,500 square feet for a
population of 17,090.

In 2016, Lyon Town-.

ship voters declined ‘a
proposal for a new
24,000-square-foot  li-
brary that would have
been constructed on the
Mill River property, a 13-
acre township owned
parcel on the west side of
Milford Road just north of
12 Mile Road adjacent to
Abbey Park.

Library officials scaled
down the project to a
19,000-square-foot
building and planned to
return to voters in 2020.
However, that was before
the pandemic hit and also
before they knew town-
ship officials were con-
sidering other potential
uses for the Mill River
property, which sparked
some tense discussions.

Library officials had

largely dismissed the
idea of purchasing non-
township owned proper-
ty for the additional cost
it would incur to taxpay-
ers.

A recent survey of li-
brary patrons found Mill
River was still the pre-
ferred property to locate a
new library, but by a nar-
row margin over the 1
Mile and Milford roads
property.

Both options, as well
as a third option of ex-
panding the library at its
current location were an-
alyzed by Quinn Evans
Architects, who had as-
sisted the library with de-
signs for the 2016 propos-
al.

In the most recent
analysis, it was clear that
expanding at the current
location was the least de-
sirable option. Ann Dilch-
er of Quinn Evans told the
township board during its
March 7 meeting thesoils
are very poor on the site
at 27005 Milford Road,
with concerns an engi-
neered septic system
would be needed. A sec-
ond story would have to
be added to the building
and there would be no
space for future expan-
sion. Additionally, the li-
brary would need to oper-
ate from another loca-
tion, or close, during con-
struction.

Ultimately, it came
down to Mill River prop-
erty, or the 11 Mile and
Milford Road site, which
township officials unani-
mously favored and
showed excitement for as
they considered the pos-
sibilities of both a new li-
brary and park at the site
that could include athlet-
ic fields and an amphi-

The Lyon Township Public Library is again
contemplating whether it can relocate to a larger
space to accommodate its increased collections
and use by residents. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

theater.

Dilcher estimated
building a new library at
the 1 Mile and Milford
roads site would cost $11.7
million, but that includes
infrastructure costs like
the nearly $700,000 ex-
pense to cross an existing
drain, as well as costs of
paving a 250-foot portion
of 11 Mile Road;-and in-
stalling a parking lot.

However, Trustee
Sean O’Neil said those in-
frastructure costs could
be shared by the town-
ship in a partnership for
the property.

“There is work to be
done, but this seems like
an opportunity to do it to-
gether if voters support
the millage for a new li-
brary,” he said. “We can
share infrastructure
costs. It brings your costs
and our costs down and
brings more people to-
gether to enjoy all those
facilities.”

Supervisor John Do-
lan, who said he was a
proponent of the 11 Mile
site and never disagreed
that a new library was
needed, expressed some
doubts about taxpayer
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support.
“I don’t have a prob-

lem with the new li-
brary, but I do think the
millage is going to be a
tough sell,” Dolan said.
“I don’t know how big it
will be, but these num-
bers could be quite a bit
for each household to
swallow. But that is a
campaign for you guys.”

The 2016 bond pro-
posal for the library re-
quested .5535 mills for
30 years. Teasdle does
not yet have anticipated
millage number a 2022
proposal.

Library and township
officials will confer fur-
ther on the shared costs
and site design, but the
library board plans to
submit ballot language
in time to be on the No-
vember ballot.

“We've already asked
residents for input and
received great feedback
and we don't want to
lose the momentum of
bringing the project to
fruition,” Teasdle said.
“It's started and stalled
a couple times and we
don’'t want to do that
again.”

Rising interest rates can also benefit investors. For
those of you who do not carry debt or whose debt is at a
fixed interest rate, rising interest rates may benefit you
because the interest rates that you receive at the bank
may actually increase.

Of course, don't expect the rates we receive as sav
ers to go up overnight. You can expect the interest we
pay to increase much faster than the interest that we
receive.

If you carry debt, this should be a wake-up call to
relook at your situation and be aggressive in paying
down high interest rate debt. Rising rates should pro
vide the momentum to look for ways to refinance your
debt. If you can transfer credit card debt to a lower in
terest rate charge card, why not? After all, the money
you save stays in your pocket, exactly where it belongs.

As savers and investors, rising interest rates are go-
ing to be a fact of life - we can’'t change that. However,
by being proactive, we can look for ways to better posi-
tion ourselves so that rising interest rates will just be
another bump in the road and will not deter us from
reaching our financial goals.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial advisor. His web-
site is www.bloomadvisors.com. If you would like him
to respond to your questions, email rick@bloom-
advisors.com.

Northville Schools
superintendent finalists
have local flavor

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The picture has become much clearer regarding
who will replace Northville Public Schools Superin-
tendent Mary Kay Gallagher, who announced in De-
cember she will retire following the 2021-22 school
year.

The Northville Board of Education voted to reduce
the field of candidates to four at a special meeting
March 24.

“We had a stellar pool of appli-
cants,” Board of Education President
Sarah Prescott acknowledged. “Know-
ing we have been rated the number
one district in Michigan, it is never-
theless extremely gratifying to see the
caliber of professionals we have at-
tracted from across the country for our
next leader.”

Two of the finalists won't have to
commute far to work if they secure the
job: Aaron Baughman, the assistant
superintendent of instructional ser-
vices for Northville Public Schools;
and RJ Webber, assistant superinten-
dent of academics for the Novi Com-
munity School District.

Rounding out the pool of finalists are Maysam
Alie-Bazzi, executive director of staff and students
services for Dearborn Public Schools; and Matthew
Barbini, superintendent of schools for Libertyville
District 70 in Libertyville, Illinois.

The first round of finalist interviews will unfold
April 4 at 5 p.m. in the Hillside Middle School cafeto-
rium and April 5 at 4 p.m. at the same site.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home-
townlife.com or 517-375-1113.
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David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A vacation to the southwest led to
downtown Milford’s newest business.

Matthew Long, who owns the Be-
yond Juicery + Eatery in Milford and ran
the Main Street Gift Co., in the village,
has brought yet another new concept to
the west Oakland County community:

) North-End Market Candle Bar.
After vacationing in Phoenix last fall,

O&aE MEDIA
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he visited a candle bar where visitors
craft a candle using their own desired
blend of scents. After realizing he want-
ed to do something similar in Milford, he
decided to expand it and bring two busi-
nesses under one roof.

“I got the idea to take Main Street Gift
Co., and merge in with it and basically
create an all-in-one experience where
you can eat, drink and shop all in one
spot,” he said.

The candle bar allows guests to select
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a container and work with employees to
craft a unique smell for their creation.
Using more than 100 scents, guests can
make a candle that smells like beer,
French toast and more.

Once that candle is burned through,
many of the containers can be reused.
Options include traditional candle hold-
ers, but also include more functional
items such as teacups and even planters
in the shape of a llama.

“Everything’'s got a reusable pur-
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Inside the North-End Market Candle Bar in downtown Milford. Owner Matthew Long calls it an “all-in-one experience.” JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Candle-making bar opens in downtown Milford

pose,” he said.

Occupying the space formerly held
by Amber Lights at 435 N. Main St.,
Long has moved his gift supplies out of
the small room behind the Beyond shop
and brought it to the new space. He
signed a lease for the space about a
month ago, redoing the entire space and
adding the bar to the storefront.

Long said the business fits perfectly

See BAR, Page 5A
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w Long, owner of North-End Market Candle Bar, talks about the new

do-it-yourself candle and soap shop. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Bar

Continued from Page 4A

in a downtown with plenty of options
for entertainment. Because the candles
take some time to set after being
poured, he encourages visitors create
their candle and then go out shopping or
grab dinner. Afterward, they can return
and pick up their creation.

“We do encourage them to go out and
check our town out,” Long said. “I love
working with other businesses around
here and make sure they're doing good.”

He said he’'s partnering with some
businesses around town for specials
and hopes to create more partnerships
in the future.

In addition to the candles, customers
can create other scented items, includ-
ing soap. He’s also expanded the selec-
tion of the gift shop, including more
health and beauty products; food items
and more. Long said they also expect to

have seasonal items throughout the
year as well.

Those looking to hold a special event
such as a bachelorette party or corpo-
rate event can rent the market as well.
The bar can hold about two dozen peo-
ple at a time.

Walk-ins are accepted if there’s
space, though reservations are pre-
ferred. More information, including
how to book a time, can be found online
at milfordcandlebar.com.

The business is just the latest ven-
ture for Long, a White Lake resident,
who longs to promote downtown Mil-
ford as much as he can. Bringing a new
concept, he said, will hopefully bring
customers from all over the region to en-
joy what Milford has to offer.

“Ijust want to bring something that’s
new that’s exciting and brings people to
our town,” he said. “We have one of the
prettiest downtowns in the whole area.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728.
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Hometown Life staflers recognized
for work in statewide competition

From Staff Reports Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Hometown Life staff earned seven
awards in various categories for the
2021 Better Newspaper Contest, con-
ducted by the Michigan Press Associa-
tion.

Reporters received honors for news,
feature, investigative and sports.

The contest received 2,909 entries
submitted by 96 Michigan newspapers
and individual members.

A representative from the MPA said
states with similar numbers of entries
“team up and swap entries” for judging
each year.

This year, Michigan swapped entries
with the Arkansas Press Association.
Hometown Life includes 10 print publi-
cations, and staff competed in the sec-
ond and third largest weekly circulation
categories, based on publication.

The winners:

Colin Gay earned both first place and
third place in the Sports Feature cate-
gory. The first place honor went to
“Larger than life: South Lyon East foot-
ball prepares for season without Trevon
Tyler” The third place award came for
“Plymouth lacrosse’s Zoe Weber sets
aside lymphoma fight for normal senior
night.”

Tyler was an offensive lineman for
South Lyon East who died in late 2019
after complications from surgery.

The team made plans to honor him at
the start of the 2020 football season.
Weber was a start Plymouth lacrosse
player sitting out her senior season be-
cause of lymphoma. Her coach and par-
ents devised a plan to get her back on
the field.

David Veselenak eammed a second
place award in the Feature Story cate-
gory with “Here’s where you can find the
season’s hottest item: the hot cocoa
bomb.”

Bakeries and chocolate shops had
difficulties keeping this confectionery
craze in stock leading up to Christmas
2020. The story explained how they
work and identified shops in the region

Hometown Life staff writer David Veselenak received a third place honor in the Government/Education News category for

the story “How long could it take to mail back a metro Detroit ballot? We experimented to find out.* HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

where people could find them.

Susan Bromley earned a second
place award in News Enterprise Re-
porting for her piece “Gift of Life, organ
donors helped 1,000+ Michiganders last
year with second chance at life "

Looking at how the pandemic affect-
ed Gift of Life and Michigan’s organ do-
nor registry, she shared the stories of
two local organ recipients who benefit-
ed from the program while looking at
the program's challenges and success.

Susan Vela received a third place
award in the Spot News Story category
for the piece “South Lyon teen killed,
dad in hospital in Wednesday night fatal
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shooting.”

The breaking news story focused on
the death of 17-year-old Dylan Stamper
on Dec. 30, 2020. Father Kevin Stamper
died later. Police made two arrests, and
the alleged shooter faces murder
charges in circuit court.

David Veselenak received a third
place honor in the Government/Educa-
tion News category for the story “How
long could it take to mail back a metro
Detroit ballot? We experimented to find
out.”

With questions leading up to the No-
vember 2020 election on U.S. Postal
Service delivery speeds and an expect-

ed uptick in absentee voting, Home-
town Life dropped mail off in boxes
across metro Detroit to see if there were
any delays. There were not.

Susan Bromley received am honor-
able mention in the Feature Story cate-
gory among 43 entries for her piece “He
lived in his car for five months. Then
came a knock on the window and an un-
expected answer.”

This story followed Mike Marshall’s
journey to recovery after the Milford
and Highland community rallied in win-
ter 2020 to help Mike find food, shelter
and help. Since May he’s been living in
an apartment in Pontiac.
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Pay raise
Continued from Page 1A

$2,160 per year and the mayor there re-
ceives $220 per month for $2,640 annu-
ally.

Other Oakland County village coun-
cil peers also receive even more than
what Milford is asking for. In Ortonville,
council members receive $55 per meet-
ing, while the village president receives
$75 and in Holly, each village council

Snag

Continued from Page 1A

last May in favor of a $235,000 engi-
neering study on the rehabilitation of
Taft Road that included the roundabout.

That study was, in fact, approved by
all the council members at the time, in-
cluding Gatt, Crawford and Mayor Pro-
Tem Dave Staudt.

“Ultimately, we are reconstructing all
of Taft Road from 10 mile to the city lim-
its,” Fischer said. “At this point, we can
either take the $600,000 the feds are
giving us to improve safety through a
safety grant to pay and build this round-
about and pay $225,000 of our own city
dollars or we pay 400,000, 500,000, or
600,000 to (repave) this same intersec-
tion that is less safe.”

Councilwoman Laura Marie Casey
also supported the roundabout and
Councilwoman Ericka Thomas said she
was opposed to returning $600,000 in
federal funds.

“We have a fiduciary responsibility to
the city,” she said. “If we are getting a
significant cost savings for infrastruc-
ture, I have a hard time turning that
down.”

Jeff Herczeg, director of public works
for Novi, told the council he had never
experienced returning federal funds
and noted the city was under a tight
deadline to get the project done this
summer with a tree removal deadline at
the end of this month.

Auger appeared equally flabbergast-
ed at a potential nixing of the project.

“We're more than a little bit pregnant
right now,” he said. “Once we go out for
bids, we have to work on the project. We

member earns a salary of $900 per year.

Population wise, Ortonville has
about one-fourth the residents com-
pared to Milford. Holly has a slightly
smaller population, while South Lyon is
almost twice as large.

Like Milford, Holly council members
also sought a raise from their constitu-
ents through a charter amendment, but
failed to garner favor. A 2020 measure to
raise pay to $2,000 annually for council
members and $2,500 for the village
president failed.

The Michigan Municipal League does

(NNNR) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

not track compensation for elected offi-
cials, but Matt Bach, assistant director
of strategic communications, said the
organization supports local control, in-
cluding communities setting their own
wages and salaries for elected officials.
“People run for local office for a varie-
ty of reasons and pay is not usually
among those reasons,” Bach said.
“While getting compensated for their
work is appreciated and well deserved,
itis often not the reason why people de
cide to serve their community.”
Frankford agrees the pay is not why

The City of Novi may add a roundabout at the Taft and Nine Mile intersection,

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

are leveraging federal funds for the in-
tersection and for a total reconstruction
of Taft Road, we're leveraging county
funds. Our timelines are up against the
wall.”

Auger added that the roundabout
was not being designed to make Novi a
roundabout city or for aesthetics, but for
safety reasons.

“These cut down on the amount of
accidents by a significant percentage,”
he said. “When they happen, they are
less severe.”

Construction was set to begin in June
or July on the single-lane roundabout,
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pending final city council support and
requests for proposals from contractors.

The city received $2 million in grant
funding for the roundabout as well as
repaving of Taft north to 10 Mile Road.

The project has been in the capital
improvement plan for a few years, Herc-
zeg said.

“The Taft Road intersection has one
of our lowest rated condition values and
was in the schedule for repair regard-
less,” he said. “The intersection pave-
ment is insufficient, and a roundabout is
better for traffic safety, flow and peak.”

About 9,000 vehicles travel through

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022 | TA

she sought her seat, nor should it be a
primary motivator for any elected offi-
cial, but questioned the appropriate
ness in 2022 of a pay rate set in 1958 for
Milford's public servants.

“Monetary gain shouldn’t be why you
do it; you do it to serve the community,”
she said. “The monetary piece doesn't
make it enticing, but you would hope it
makes them feel valued.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or S5I7
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan
BromleylO

the Taft intersection daily.

The total cost of the project is about
$3.6 million. The total estimated cost of
the roundabout is $825,000. A Highway
Safety Improvement federal grant will
cover $600,000 with the city responsi-
ble for the remaining $225,000. For the
repaving from 9 Mile to 10 Mile, the
city’s share is $1.2 million, with Oakland
County federal aid funding tapped for
$1.4 million.

In total, about 1.5 miles of Taft will be
rehabilitated from the south city limits
to 10 Mile Road, with pavement south of
Nine Mile Road removed and replaced.
North of Nine Mile, the pavement will be
crushed and shaped with bike lanes
added to the shoulders.

Additionally, there will be improve-
ments to drainage structure, pavement
markings, sidewalk ramps and curbs
and gutters.

“In general, we're getting a $3.6 mil-
lion project for $1.6 million,” Herczeg
said. “We're getting a badly needed im-
provement and the modern design of
roundabout is a superior and safer in-
tersection. To improvement traffic safe-
ty and the road is a win-win.”

The construction of the roundabout
would take about 3 months and will
close the intersection at certain times.
The detour would be Novi Road.

Gatt wanted another postcard survey
sent to area residents with postage paid
for their return.

“We won’t resolve this issue tonight,”
he said.

The repaving of Taft from Nine Mile
to 10 Mile is not planned until next year.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleylO.
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Wayne County home prices rose in 2021

From Staff Reports Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The median sales price for a single-
family home in Wayne County during
December was $172,000. That’s an in-
crease of 4.2% compared with Decem-
ber 2020, according to a USA TODAY
Network localized analysis generated
with data from Realtor.com.

On a year-over-year basis, prices
have been rising for 28 consecutive
months. December prices are down
from $179,000 the previous month.

The number of houses sold fell by
18.3% from a year earlier. A total of 1,315

Homes

Continued from Page 1A

The homes, they really range in size,
style, quality; and this home, hands
down, is the top. It has the best of the
best.”

Resort-style living was the premise
for the developers, who turned a former
gravel pit into the NO-acre all-sports
lake. The first home in the community
was built in 200), and there are now 350
residences, a mix of waterfront estates,
as well as homes and condominiums off
the water.

The community is technically in
Green Oak Township and in the Brigh-
ton School District.

There are no cookie-cutter homes
here, but the 40 different builders that
have contributed to the architecture did
have some guidelines to follow. The
smallest condominium size is 2,200
square feet. Any ranch-style home must
be at least 2,500 square feet. None of the
homes are comprised of less than 80%
brick.

The home at 10471 Stoney Point is the
best of the best, Fenelon said.

10471 Stoney Point, $2.99 million

Custom-built in 2015, this home has
6,433 finished square feet of space on
three levels and an elevator to take you
to them all. Z

Upon entering an artist’s wrought-
iron front door, take your shoes oftin the
foyer and walk across hand-scraped
hardwood floors into a great room with a
two-story high ceiling, 18-foot windows
overlooking the lake, built-in shelving
surrounding a gas fireplace with custom
quartzite mantle. To your left in the
open floor plan is a dining room that
seats 10 and an adjacent breakfast nook
for a cozy four. Beyond that is a gourmet
kitchen with massive island, expansive
quartz countertops, glass and marble
backsplash, and professional stainless
steel appliances.

The master suite is also on the main
level and features dual walk-in closets,
dual vanities in the bathroom, along
with a heated marble floor

Two more bedrooms are on the sec-
ond level, each with their own attached
full bathroom. A fourth bedroom with
full bathroom is in the walkout lower
level, along with a living area with fire
place, a full bar, a second kitchen, an of-

N g

Homes around Hidden Lake in Green Oak Township are among the most expensive wit

houses were sold countywide during
the month of December. During the
same period a year earlier, 1,609 single-
family homes were sold.

Real estate sales can take weeks or
months to be recorded and collected.
This is the latest data made available
through Realtor.com to the USA TODAY
Network.

Condominiums and townhomes sold
in December had a median sales price of
$220,000. That figure represents a
15.8% increase year over year. In Wayne
County, 184 were sold, down 14.4% from
a year earlier.

Information on your local housing

fice, a gym, sauna, a wine cellar, and
even a cigar lounge with its own ventila-
tion system.

Summer is coming and so is the out-
side delights with this house with a pat-
io at ground level, a terrace off the main
level, and a .75 acre lot with a private
garden, and a yard that ends with a dock
and sandy beach.

10611 Lighthouse Point,
$2.888 million

This 3-story lakefront home was built
in 2003 and has 5 bedrooms, 5-and-a-
half baths, a library, gourmet kitchen,
dance floor, private home theater, wine
cellar, sauna, gaming room, sunroom,
heated 6-car garage, and much more.

It is listed by Crown Properties Inter
national.

8393 Boulder Shores Drive,
$1.85 million

This 4-bedroom, 4.5 bath lakefront
home was constructed in 2008 with an

The great room of the $2.99-million home for sale at 10471 Stoney Point Drive.

markets is available through the USA
TODAY Network, with more data from
Realtor.com.

The top 10% of the properties sold
had prices of at least $410,000, up 7.9%
from a year before.

In December, four properties sold for
$1 million or more: Four single-family
homes.

The median home sale price — the
midway point of all the houses or units
sold over a period of time — is used in
this report instead of the average home
sale price because experts say the medi-
an offers a more accurate view of what's
happening in a market. In finding the

average price, all prices of homes sold
are added and then divided by the num-
ber of homes sold. This measure can be
skewed by one low or high price.

Find the latest data online at da-
ta.hometownlife.com/real-estate-mar-
ket-report/.

The USA TODAY Network is publish-
ing localized versions of this story on its
news sites across the country, generated
with data from Realtor.com. Localized
versions are generated for communities
where the data quality and transaction
volume meets Realtor.com and USA TO-
DAY Network standards. The story was
written by Sean Lahman.

h a South Lyon mailing address. PHOTOS COURTESY OF TERRI LLOYD & CO. REAL ESTATE

Italian flair and in addition to formal liv-
ing room, family room, dining room and
kitchen, has a first floor master suite
with soaking tub in the master bath.
The lower level has a large great
room, dining area, wet bar, theater and
indoor pool. It is listed by Kermath Real-

ty.

10897 Stoney Point Drive,
$1,799,950

Walk into a grand entrance with
unique wood-beamed ceiling in this 5-
bedroom lakefront home built in 2002
which boasts “amazing sunsets from al-
most every room,” including a firelit
great room with a large wall of windows
overlooking the lake.

A large kitchen on the main floor has
two islands, custom cabinetry and a
heated floor. A second kitchen is on the
lower level, along with a custom bar, bil-
liards area, family room with fireplace,
and wine cellar.

A second level in the home has a
theater and sauna/massa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>