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INTERSTATE 96 FLEX ROUTE PROJECT

One lane open westbound, bridge to close

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation is closing all but one lane of
Interstate 96 from Interstate 275 to Kent
Lake Road as crews begin bridge and
drain work, pavement repair, and pav-

Northville
Township
childcare
center eyes
2nd location

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Successful growth at the Premier
Academy along Seven Mile in North-
ville Township prompted the childcare
company to seek to add another school
in northwest Wayne County.

But not everyone is happy about it.

The company seeks to construct a
new childcare facility on the mostly
vacant parcel at the northwest corner
of Beck and Six Mile roads, which
would be its fifth such facility in south-
east Michigan. The daycare, which
would serve children as young as in-
fants, would be constructed with brick
and limestone to help fit into that part
of Northville Township. Much of the
surrounding area is residential.

“We're here to make sure we're
blending in with our surrounding com-
munities,” said Angela Innaimo, a di-
rector with Premier Academy.

The township’s planning commis-
sion discussed the proposal March 22.

Several neighbors spoke out against
the project.

Dennis Pepino, who lives in the
Hickory Creek neighborhood behind
the property, said there were multiple
concerns, including issues with the
school being at a higher elevation and
looking down on private homes, as
well as the potential for their private
road to be used as a cut-through for
people leaving the school.

See CHILDCARE, Page 3A

ing of shoulders. Short-term intermit-
tent ramp closures are also planned.
The work is part of the three-year
1-96 Flex Route project. Through late
May, single-lane closures will continue
during the week 6 am. to 3 p.m. on
westbound I-96 from I-275 to Kent Lake
Road and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on eastbound

1-96 from Kent Lake Road to I-275.

Additionally, motorists in Lyon
Township will be forced to avoid the
South Hill Road bridge over 1-96 as it will
be entirely closed for repairs 7 a.m.
April 11 through May 9, weather permit-
ting.

Detours for northbound South Hill
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Road will be Grand River Avenue to Mil-
ford Road, then Pontiac Trail to South
Hill Road. For southbound South Hill
Road traffic, the detours are Pontiac
Trail to Milford Road, then Grand River
Avenue to South Hill Road.

See FLEX ROUTE, Page 3A

Kensington Farm Center supervisor Patrick Bigelow introduces Finlee Donner, 7 months, to a weeks-old lamb March 28.
Finley is held by his mother Stacey. The center is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily and features many baby animals at this time.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Spring is here and so are
Kensington Farm babies

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It's springtime, and babies are back
on the farm.

Kensington is welcoming cute new
arrivals at the metropark’s Farm Center
in along the Milford/Brighton border,
with six kids (baby goats) and six lambs
recently born.

Baby season continues to the end of
May and is the meost popular time of the
year for visitors, who are able to interact

See BABIES, Page 8A
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Nurses turn to short-term travel contracts

Rachel Greco Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For Hailey Mays, travel nursing is an
opportunity to see different places.

For Katrina Brook, the job is helping
to pay off debt and provide financial sta-
bility to her family.

And for Sydne Everts, it's covering
out-of-pocket costs for continued edu-
cation to become a nurse practitioner.

All three local nurses said they had
intended to turn to travel nursing even-
tually. Then COVID-19 arrived in Michi-
gan, and the stress placed on health care
workers pushed them to make the move
sooner.

They weren’t alone, said Rose Fulton,
senior vice president of recruitment for
Travel Nurse Across America, an Arkan-
sas-based agency representing 4,500
traveling nurses across the country.

Travel nursing — an industry that
supplies health care workers to short-
staffed hospitals across the country —
has been in practice for over 40 years.
But the pandemic “exploded the indus-
try,” growing it by at least 50%, Fulton
said.

“I think the biggest reason was that
we just had such excruciating needs,”
Fulton said. “Hospitals needed not five
nurses, they needed hundreds, so when
you're talking about that kind of volume
and that kind of need, there was an in-
tensity around it.”

Last June at Sparrow Health System,
during the height of pandemic-driven
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Katrina Brook, center, with her children, from left, Sawyer, E.J., and Sierra, and her husband Jeff at their home in Holt.

Brook went into travel nursing after two decades as a full-time nurse at Sparrow Hospital. PROVIDED BY KATRINA BROOK

staffing shortages, there were “about
280 travelers,” said John Foren, Sparrow
media relations director. “Not just
nurses, in every area of the health sys-
tem.”

For many local nurses, leaving full-
time jobs in exchange for stints at far-
away hospitals was a solution to the
burnout they grappled with during the
pandemic.

Travel nursing pays significantly bet-
ter and comes with more freedom, some
nurses said. That often makes up for the
impermanence that comes with each
assignment, the continual adjustment
to new work environments, and the oc-
casional bout of homesickness.

“I'm in control,” said Brook, 43, who
lives in Holt and worked for 20 years at
Sparrow Hospital. “I can choose where I
go, I can choose when I work, where I
work, and that felt amazing.”

From pandemic burnout
to a travel career

Before the pandemic, Brook and her
husband, Jeff, agreed that travel nurs-
ing would be the perfect career for her
after their four children graduated high
school.

Quentin, 18, her oldest son, is attend-
ing Grand Valley State University. But
E.J. 16, Sawyer, 14, and Sierra,l0, are at
home.

Still, in July of last year, Brook, a la-
bor and delivery nurse who had planned
to retire at Sparrow, decided to continue
there only on a per-diem basis and pivot
to travel nursing full time.

“I was overwhelmed with COVID and
everything,” Brook said. “...I think that

CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, April 13, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45176
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider 20930 BRUSH PARK CT. PBR21-0676 FOR A
WOODLAND USE PERMIT. The subject property totals approximately 0.43 acres and is
located at 29930 Brush Park Court (Lot 10 West Park Place), north of West Road, west of
West Park Drive (Section 4). The subject property is zoned R-2 (One-Family Residential).
The applicant is requesting to remove 24 regulated woodland trees in order to construct a
single-family residential structure on the lot.

Plans are available for review by contacting the Community Development Department at the
following email address: bmcbeth@cityofnovi.org

we were all anxious about the un-
knowns. The policies were changing so
frequently, our patient population was
getting sicker and we were always
short-staffed.”

Brook took on more overtime, but got
burned out and exhausted, she said.

At the same time, some of her col-
leagues took time off, either because
they had COVID-19 or their family
lacked child care, Brook said.

Mays, a 25-year-old from Dansville,
described similar struggles at McLaren
Greater Lansing, where she worked un-
til last fall. Workloads were heavy and
nurses had to take mandatory overtime,
she said.

“Staff turnover rates were high be-
cause nurses were getting burned out
quickly over the pandemic,” Mays said.
“I started to realize that my work-life
balance was poor, so I transitioned into
travel nursing seeking equilibrium...”

Meanwhile, the pandemic intro-
duced 24-year-old Everts, also from
Dansville, to travel nursing. An emer-
gency room nurse at Ascension Provi-
dence Hospital in Southfield until Feb-
ruary, she worked with several travel
nurses there who urged her to consider
it.

“Put yourself out there and just be
confident in yourself, because you're a
good enough nurse to do it,” they told
her.

Travel nursing offers a kind of free-
dom Everts can’t get working full-time
at one hospital, she said. y

“Just not being tied down anywhere
and having the ability to change your
atmosphere every couple of months if
you wanted to, that was the most attrac-
tive to me,” she said.

Better pay and freedom major
incentives for travel nurses

The number of full-time nurses who
switched to travel jobs jumped during
the pandemic. But at times, demand
still outpaced supply, Fulton said.

At Travel Nurse Across America, the
number of available jobs was some-
times six or seven times the average.

“It was unbelievable how many jobs
there were and you just couldn’t get
there,” Fulton said. “There was no find-
ing enough nurses.”

That demand drove up pay for travel
nurses.

“We've had the same financial advi-
sor for 20 years,” Brook said. “The last
time I left it with him five years ago, he
was like, ‘Get out of debt and then come
see me. Anything we invest isn’t going to
equal-the interest on your debt.' This
past year I went and told him ‘Oh, hey,
by the way, I've tripled my salary. Can
we talk about this? That was quite a mo-
ment.”

Without any bonus money or over-
time, Brook made $40 an hour as a full-

time nurse at Sparrow. Her base rate as
a travel nurse is $107 an hour. There’s
additional money provided to pay for
food and lodging during travel stints,
she said.

The money has helped Brook and her
family pay off debt and enroll her hus-
band in Lansing Community College’s
fire academy program.

“It has changed our trajectory for
sure,” Brook said.

Everts is currently working as a travel
nurse at McLaren Greater Lansing and
staying with family in Dansville. In her
first travel contract, the pay is “almost
three times better” than it was working
full-time at a hospital, she said.

The pay bump is nice, but more im-
portant to Everts is the freedom to
switch hospitals, which helps her focus
on patients and not get bogged down in
workplace policies.

“I don’t want to be tied down in poli-
tics of a job,” Everts said. “I just want to
go up, do my job, focus on my patients
and go home.”

Adjusting to isolation,
new hospitals

Travel nursing has offered Mays the
kind of lifestyle she always wanted.

“I've come from a very small town,”
she said. “People always told me, You're
never gonna leave here,’ and I proved
them wrong.”

Mays is still working through her first
13-week contract as a travel nurse at
MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital in
Puyallup, Washington. She's already ex-
tended her stay there for eight addition-
al weeks. When she isn’'t working, she
spends time exploring the area.

Since last July, Brook has worked at
two hospitals, firstin Oregon and now in
Maine at a 54-bed facility.

Adjusting to a new work environ-
ment with each stint is a challenge,
Brook said. Travel nurses sometimes get
just one shift of orientation.

“Sparrow has their stuff together,”
Brook said. “They have good policies.
They have good procedures, they keep
up to date, and some of these hospitals
that we travel to do not always have best
practices initially.”

Then there’s the isolation.

“I will admit, I'm like nine months in
and I'm homesick,” Brook said. “I want
to come home, I want to work at Spar-
row. I want to be with my friends and
family, but I still have these financial
goals.”

Brook talks with her husband and
children every day, but says she’s miss-
ing out ‘'on day-to-day moments with
them. She’s still required to work once a
month at Sparrow and tries to visit
home twice a month.

“WhenI'monassignment, I work and

See CONTRACTS, Page 3A

Legal Notice

Attention: Food Service Management Companies

The Novi Community School District is requesting proposals for school food service
management services. The Food Service Management Company will provide management
services according to United States Department of Agriculture regulations and guidelines, as
well as State of Michigan Department of Education policies and guidelines.

A copy of the RFP will be available by email at gregorv.mcintvre@novik12.org by April
Subject Parcel ID: 50-22-04-451-026 16, 2022. No pre-bid meeting will be held. All proposals must be submitted electronically
no later than 2:00 pm est. on May 6, 2022. Hard copy proposals should also be submitted to:
All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 46176 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM.,

Wednesday, April 13, 2022

Novi Community Schools
c/o Gregory MclIntyre
28345 Taft Rd.
Novi, M1 48374

The Novi Community School District's Board of Education reserves the right to accept or
reject any and/or all proposals or to accept the proposal that it finds, in its sole discretion, to

Published on April 7, 2022
be in the best interest of the achool district

Novi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish: Apri )21
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Dansville resident Hailey Mays, 25, stands outside
MultiCare Good Samaritan Hospital in Puyallup,
Wash., where she’s a travel nurse. Hays worked as a
nurse at McLaren Greater Lansing before becoming
travel nurse. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY HAILEY MAYS

Contracts

Continued from Page 2A

I sleep and I work and I sleep,” she said.

Their children have adjusted to a new normal, Jeff
Brook said. '

“They talk to her every day when they can so it
doesn’t seem too bad,” he said. “Every once in a while
the youngest one misses her.”

Travel nurses still
part of ‘staffing model’

“Before the pandemic, we had very few travel
nurses compared to our current needs,” said Jeanne
Bishop, Sparrow Hospital's director of nursing, in an
email.

But today, there are “about 80 agency nurses help-
ing support all inpatient units across the hospital,”
Bishop said.

Dave Jones, marketing manager for McLaren
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“I didn't expect to be financially stable at 24 years old,” travel nurse Sydne Everts, a Dansville native, said
outside McLaren Hospital, where she works in the emergency room. “Last week, | was able to pay $1,000
toward my student loans.” MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

A rendering of the Premier Academy proposed at the corner of Six Mile and Beck roads in Northville

Health Care, declined to provide the number of travel

"nurses at McLaren Greater Lansing because “usage

fluctuates based on need,” he said in an email.

“While we, like the vast majority of other health
care facilities, have seen our usage of travel nurses in-
crease since the start of the pandemic, we have the ut-
most confidence in our staff and their prioritization of
patient care and treatment, regardless of employment
classification,” said McLaren Chief Nursing Officer
Deborah Leblanc in an email.

Mays said the number of travel nurses is still high
where she’s working in Washington.

“I think the whole unit that I worked on last night
was all travel nurses,” she said earlier this month.

Fulton said that may not change.

“It’s difficult because the nurse-to-patient ratios
are high,” Fulton said. “Even though COVID has reced-
ed, hospitals are still busy.”

Today, travel nursing is a part of the staffing model
for hospitals, she said.

“Hopefully people will embrace travel as a way that
this is part of a nurse’s career, not just some fringe op-
tion.”

Township. The proposal would require special land use approval, as the property is zoned residential.

COURTESY OF NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP

Childcare

Continued from Page 1A -

“The majority of the patrons of the academy will
probably want to turn left. There’s going to be a line up
to turn left,” he said. “They're going to turn right on Ar-
bor Trail.”

Commissioners also expressed concern over traffic,
especially along Beck Road.

“It's a tough one for me because accidents happen
there all the time,” Commissioner Mindy Herrmann
said. “To add a little bit more to it and to have little kids
in the car is a struggle for me.”

Premier Academy has locations in Oakland Town-
ship, Rochester Hills and Northville Township. Anoth-
er center is expected to open in Macomb Township.

The proposal would require special land use ap-
proval, as the property is zoned residential. The plan-
ning commission heard discussion from the public
and the petitioner before it was proposed by the
school’s representatives to delay the vote since only
five of the seven planning commissioners were at the
meeting.

Jeff Schmitz, president of JS Capitol Group, which
would build the facility, said the new facility would ac-
tually help slow down traffic. He said a majority of
families who take their kids to the school typically live

L ORISR DY L e T T

nearby and the parents would drive Beck and Six
Mile roads regardless to get to work.

“It'll reduce the amount cf accidents you wilkhave ,
because people will be getting in and getting out,” he
said. “We're talking about traffic that we have no con-
trol of. Wayne County has control and there’s nothing
we can do about it.”

The public hearing was reminiscent of a similar
proposal heard several weeks ago before the Novi
planning commission. A childcare center was pro-
posed in a former golf clubhouse on 14 Mile, against
which many residents spoke. That daycare plan was
ultimately recommended for denial by the city's
planning commission and turned down by city coun
cil.

The Northville Township planning commission
voted, 4-1, to delay the request to a future meeting yet
to be determined. Schmitz said he would take the
project and see what type of improvements could be
made to better fit

If such improvements are vastly different from the
original plan, the application would need resubmit
ted, said Jennifer Frey, township planner. That
would mean a new public notice, as well as a new
public hearing at a future planning commission
meeting.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on
Twitter @davidveselenak

A

Dansville resident Hailey Mays hikes in Washington,

where she'’s working as a traveling nurse.

The South Hill bridge over Interstate 96 will be

closed beginning April 11 for maintenance.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Flex route

Continued from Page 1A

The $269 million 1-96 Flex Route project includes
rebuilding the freeway, rebuilding the median shoul
ders for use during peak periods, sign upgrades, and
active traffic management installation, including in
telligent transportation systems (ITS) equipment,
overhead gantry installatioh and ramp signals for
metering traffic onto the freeway.

Electronic message boards will alert drivers with
speed advisories and travel information

For more information, visit DrivingOakland.com

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.
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The North-End Market Candle Bar at 435 N. Main St. in Milford brings together the North Main Gift Co. and the new candle bar. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Business roundup: What opened, closed in March

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Spring is a time for change, and the
same could be said for the region’s busi-
ness community.

Here's a non-exhaustive list of the
changes in the business landscape
across the Hometown Life communities
during the past month.

Did we miss one? Have a business
opening or closing soon? Let us know by
emailing dveselenak@hometownlife.
com.

Westland

After years of work and delays, Leg-
endary Axe opened in the former Skate-
world building at 37550 Cherry Hill.

An entertainment venue complete
with a bar and several ax-throwing

A wooden-handled ax sticks into a
target at Westland's Legendary Axe.

lanes,. it sports an Up North feel in a
space next to Hush Haunted Attraction.
Either before or after throwing axes,
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be sure to grab something to eat. A long-
time vacant restaurant on Wayne Road
has new life thanks to hummus and
chicken shawarma.

New to town is 2Booli 2Go, a fast-ca-
sual Middle Eastern restaurant at 6308
N. Wayne Road.

An offshoot of 2Booli in Farmington
Hills, the restaurant serves up bowls
and pitas packed with flavor. The res-
taurant provides dine-in, takeout and
drive-thru.

Not in the mood for Middle Eastern?
Drive a little north along Wayne Road to
anew café serving up crepes and coffee.

Aroma Creperie and Cafe opened in
late February in the space that formerly
held Payless ShoeSource in the West-
land Plaza. Opened by Iraqi immigrants,
the cafe brings both savory and sweet
crepes with plenty of international fla-
vor.
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Livonia

It's gotten a little easier to grab a cup
of coffee in southwest Livonia.

The Biggby Coffee long located in the
plaza at Ann Arbor Road and Newburgh
recently relocated to a space formerly
occupied by a bank at 38047 Ann Arbor
Road.

The biggest addition is a drive-thru,
allowing customers to pick up that Car-
amel Marvel without leaving their cars.

A new place to grab both new and
“pre-loved” women'’s clothing has ar-
rived in Livonia as well. Lynn Nailor has
relocated Get Styled Resale Boutique
from its previous location in Ferndale to
anew shop at 33302 W. Seven Mile, just
east of Farmington Road.

The shop has new and used items.

See ROUNDUP, Page 5A
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Continued from Page 4A

A big box pharmacy
has closed as well. The
Rite Aid at 27401 Six Mile
on the corner of Inkster
has closed, with the last
day open in March.

A request for more in-
formation on the closure
was sent to Rite Aid but
was not returned.

Plymouth/
Plymouth Township

Grab a taste of fall all
year round in downtown
Plymouth.

Bakehouse 46 has tak-
en over the former Cup-
cake Station at 318 S.
Main St.

A collaboration be-
tween Blake’'s and Cup-
cake Station, Bakehouse
46 brings cider, dough-
nuts, cakes and other
treats to a new cafe. It
joins several others in
southeast Michigan.

A popular fast-casual
restaurant has also
moved to the area: Chi-
potle opened at Ann Ar-
bor Road and Haggerty in
Plymouth Township. The
popular burrito joint is
one of the first locations
to open at the plaza
where Kmart formerly
stood. A Henry Ford
Health facility plans to
open on the site later this
year.

There was one promi-
nent closing in the Ply-
mouth area this past
month. Shimmy Shack,
the well-known vegan
restaurant on Sheldon
Road, closed after rent
was increased at the
space. While the restau-
rant is closed, the Shim-
my Shack food truck
plans to continue serving
up its delicious fare.

Biggby Coffee employee Emma Mood mixes up a
tea-latte. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Farmington

Get ready to get fitas a
new gym has opened its
doors in Farmington.

F45, known for its
high-intensity workouts,
held its grand opening in
March at 33019 Grand
River.

The gym is known for
its group fitness classes
utilizing circuit and high-
intensity interval train-
ing. Other F45 gyms oper-
ate nearby in Livonia and
Birmingham.

Milford

No longer do Milford
parents looking for used
clothing for their children
need to drive to Novi or
Brighton.

Three Little Peas has
opened in the plaza at
Summit and Commerce
next to the Milford Inde-
pendent Cinema.

Specializing in cloth-
ing for infants to young
children, it’s the first ded-
icated children’s clothing
resale shop to open in the

area. They also purchase
clothing.

A new attraction for a
special night out also
opened its doors in
downtown Milford.

North-End Market
Candle Bar opened in late
March at 435 N. Main St.,
giving guests a chance to
create their own scented
candle, hand soap and
other products with cus-
tomizable smells. It
brings together the North
Main Gift Co., which op-
erated in a small room be-
hind the Beyond Juicery +
Eatery, and the new can-
dle bar.

Nearby in Highland,

-there’s now a place to
grab a classic metro De-
troit classic: the coney
dog.

Leo’s Coney Island has
a new location at 2218 S.
Milford Road in front of
Milford High School.
Leo’s is known across the
region for its traditional
coney island staples such
as the hot dog smothered
in chili, onion and mus-
tard, along with other

nvR) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Paris Baguette Assistant General Manager Megan Lou places pastries in a case at
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comfort foods.
South Lyon

There’s a new reason
to go to the bowling alley
in South Lyon.

Pinz Bowling Center at
700 N. Lafayette has add-
ed a new arcade in addi-
tion to the bowling lanes,
which includes a variety
of games.

Shoot some hoops or
play one of several games
and try to win a prize at
the bowling alley. Do well
enough and win a prize.

More information can
be found at pinzsouth-
lyon.com.

Birmingham

Grab a taste of the
world at Birmingham's
newest café.

The first Paris Ba-
guette in  Michigan
opened in March at 183 N.
0Old Woodward.

Known for its self-
serve format for pastries
and other baked goods,
the cafe offers space for

diners to enjoy their
baked goods and coffee
inside or to-go.

Contact reporter Da-
vid Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com.
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Woman dies in I-96 construction zone collision

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Rochester Hills woman died Satur-
day momning in a rear-end collision
along a westbound Interstate 96 con-
struction zone near the Novi-Wixom
border.

State troopers said on Twitter they
responded to reports of a crash involv-
ing injuries near the Wixom Road inter-
change at about 9:25 a.m. April 2.

A Subaru was stopped in the west-
bound center lane due to a lane closure.
A Kia sat behind the Subaru.

According to a preliminary investiga-

tion, a driver in a different car moved to
the center lane because of the lane clo-
sure.

After the lane change, his car rear-
ended the red Kia, which then rear-end-
ed the Subaru. First responders pro-
nounced the Kia's rear passenger - a 28-
year-old woman from Rochester Hills -

dead at the scene.

The Kia's'driver and front-seat pas-
senger were transported to a local hos-
pital for non-life-threatening injuries.

Other individuals involved in the
crash were not hurt.

An investigation continues.

svela@hometownlife.com

Milford police called to Central Park for man with knife

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A 25-year-old man was arraigned on
a felonious assault charge after Milford
police said he apparently slashed his
wrists and ran after Central Park pa-
trons with a knife.

The accused is scheduled to appear
in Novi's 52nd District Court April 6 for a
probable cause conference.

According to the police report, a bas-
ketball player called 911 the evening of
March 27 because a man observing him
and his friends play from a nearby

bench stood up and had a knife.

The basketball players started walk-
ing toward their car. The man followed,
jogging when they started to jog.

“He could see that the male’s wristers
were bloody and the knife was still in his
hand,” the police report documented.
“They all got into the car and the male
continued to stand at the driver door
until they drove away.”

The basketball players called 91
upon leaving the park. Police responded
to a report of a bleeding man with a
knife possibly chasing people.

An officer found the suspect walking

across the basketball court, and the offi-
cer approached with his weapon in “low
ready position.” The officer ordered the
wounded man with a large kitchen knife
to lay down. The wounded man appar-
ently had blood on both wrists.

He complied and told police that he
wanted to die. He did not say why he
hurt himself. He was taken to a hospital
for medical treatment. While in trans-
port, he told first responders he had vol-
untarily departed from a sober living
home.

That day, police termed the incident
on Facebook as “a mental health call in-

volving a knife.”

Police later interviewed a person who
had observed the wounded man with
the basketball players. To that person,
the man with the knife “was in an ag-
gressive stance.”

“The male was walking at a brisk
pace after the teenagers, and (that per-
son) was afraid he was going to stab
them,” police said in their report. “As the
teenagers began to scatter back to their
vehicle, the male sped up after them.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com or 248-303-
8432. Twitter: @susanvela.

Children’s clothing resale boutique opens in South Lyon

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Kristen Evans didn't typically shop
resale for her daughter’s clothing.

Now, after realizing how fast children
can grow out of pants and shirts with lit-
tle wear and tear, she has opened Little
Threads Children’s Resale Shoppe,
22205 Pontiac Trail in South Lyon. The
shop serves as a hub for used children’s
clothing from preemie to 16.

Evans, who opened the shop with her
mother, said she’s managed an Etsy
shop selling clothing in the past, but de-
cided she wanted to open a physical
storefront after discovering how impor-
tant resale could be.

“It's always just been a big passion of
mine,” said the South Lyon resident.
“When my daughter was little, I was

buying her all these cute clothes and
people were commenting on it and I just
was like, ‘What do I do with it?’ ®

The shop in the Brookdale Square
shopping center — which opened late
last year — occupies the storefront that
formerly held KV Sports.

Evans said she began looking for a
space for the shop before the COVID-19
pandemic began. She signed the lease
last summer and began renovations,
which included adding clothing racks.

Evans also sells shoes, toys and other
accessories for children such as high
chairs. The shop purchases clothing
from shoppers every day.

Evans said she wanted more of a bou-
tique feel to her shop, focusing on qual-
ity items.

“There are so many great benefits to
resale,” she said. “We're very particular
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about what we buy and what we carry.”

Little Threads becomes the lone chil-
dren’s resale-centric shop to open in the
South Lyon/Lyon Township area. Other
resale shops operate in Novi, Northville
and Milford, where Three Little Peas
children’s resale shop opened in March.

Evans said business started well, but
really ramped up as March rolled in,
which could be a result of the need for
new clothes as the weather begins to
change.

“We've had a lot of excitement about
it,” she said. “Hopefully we’ll keep this
momentum up.”

Evans also said she hopes to host
events and hold fundraisers.

The store is currently open Tuesday
through Saturday. Evans said a website
is also coming soon and will be live at
littlethreadsresale.com.

A dress available at Little Threads.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Learning Tree wants to open center
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for 200 children in Lyon Townshlp

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A new Learning Tree Childcare Cen-
ter is proposed for a 20-ucre residential-
ly zoned property at 60750 Pontiac Trail
in Lyon Township.

If approved by the planning commis-
sion and township board, the 14,774-
square-foot facility could house as
many as 200 children near Silver Lake
Road and around the corner from Kent
Lake Elementary as the area’s second
Learning Tree location.

“South Lyon is like home to us,” An-
drea Majewski, regional director for
Learning Tree, said. “We've been look-
ing for prdperty in Lyon, to grow, for
possibly five years. ...

“This location is great, just off the
freeway, great for parents commuting
and there are lots of homes in the area
that we would be convenient to.”

Due to the property’s residential-ag-
ricultural zoning a special land use must
be granted.

The planning commission is sched-
uled to hold'a public hearing on the mat-
ter during its April Il meeting, followed
by a possible recommendation for ap-
proval or denial to the township board.
A preliminary site plan will also be con-
sidered.

Learning Tree opened its first loca-
tion in Livonia in 1982 and now has
three child care centers in that city, as
well as one in Howell.

In 2002, Learning Tree opened the
smallest of its facilities in a former
church on Valerie Street in South Lyon.
Damage from a kitchen fire at the loca-
tion two years ago required moving the
100 children who receive care there into
modular classrooms, but renovations
were recently completed and the facility
has reopened.

Still, demand is great for childcare
and Majewski hopes that with planning
commission and township board ap-
provals, children ages 6 weeks to 13
years can be moved off a waiting list and
into a new Lyon Township facllity with
land that will allow for hiking trails,
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Andrn Majowskl hangs out with a couple of Learning Tree Child Care guests March 30in South Lyon.
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large playgrounds and gardens, and the
opportunity for outdoor classrooms.

“Staffing is the biggest concern with
child care centers right now, but we have
such a unique program - we offer higher
pay and full benefits,” Majewski said.
“We have so much regional support to
make sure employees and our families
have a positive experience.

“We’ll continue to enroll families
looking for care, we just need a place to
put them.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleylO.
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Babies

Continued from Page 1A

with the babies as well as their parents.

“You can pet farm animals and it's a
great time to bring the kids out and give
them that experience of what a farm
looks like and how it works,” said Dan-
ielle Mauter, chief of marketing and
communications for Huron-Clinton
Metroparks.

The Kensington Farm Center is home
to goats, sheep, chickens, horses, pigs,
cows, donkeys and rabbits.

Mauter said rounds’ of babies are
born about every two weeks as farm an-
imals have staggered breeding times.

While delivery times are unpredict-
able, farm visitors can observe the mir-
acle of birth if they are fortunate enough
to be on site at the magic moment.

The babies remain with their moth-
ers as long as needed for good health.
Some will remain permanent residents
at Kensington, while others will be sold
at auction.

The Kensington Metropark Farm
Center, 4570 Huron Riv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>