THURSDAY, APRIL 21,2022 | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ORTHVILLE
RECORD

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Municipalities say GLWA overcharged
for water service to pay off legal fees

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Concemed that the Great Lakes Wa-
ter Authority improperly charged for
municipal waters services for the past
decade has several leaders of metro De-

Currie Road
roundabout,
paving work
begin in Lyon
Township

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Motorists in Lyon Township heads
may spin with the amount of roadwork
heading their way, and it all starts this
week.

Beginning April 14, a half-mile of
Nine Mile Road will be paved from
Griswold east to Briar Meadow Road,
courtesy of Pulte Homes, which is put-
ting in a large new subdivision in the
area. The developer is also doing a “hill
cut” to improve sight distance.

The next day, the second year of
work on Currie Road commenced —
with the $4.4 million second phase in-
cluding two roundabouts and the pav-
ing of the gravel road from 8 Mile to 9
Mile Road. The first phase last summer
paved Currie Road from 9 Mile to 10
Mile.

“To add insult to injury it starts on
what is normally tax day, April 15,
Craig Bryson, senior communications
manager for the Road Commission for
Oakland County, said.

The paving of the one-mile stretch
of Currie Road is expected to be com-
pleted in August. The first single lane
roundabout at 8 Mile and Currie will be
done in June, at which time a second
single-lane roundabout will be in-

stalled at the 9 Mile and Currie Road
intersection.

The two new Currie Road round-
abouts will make six total in Lyon

See WORK, Page 6A
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troit municipalities thirsting for reim-
bursements for their respective com-
munities.

In 2012, the State of Michigan re-
quested the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department, now GLWA, provide emer-
gency water services to the City of High-

land Park hecause the state determined
Highland Park’'s water treatment plant
was creating a public health risk.

At the time, the state said the repairs
to the water treatment plant were to be
completed in “three to four days,” how-
ever the repairs were never made.

On March 11, 2022, the Conference of
Western Wayne Board of Directors met
to discuss the arrearage of water and
sewer payments due from the City of
Highland Park to GLWA.

See OVERCHARGED, Page 7TA

Al Raddi examines a coin under a microscope in his Milford home March 30. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Your change could be worth

big bucks to coin collectors

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Al Raddi is happy to give his two
cents on what your change might be
| worth — and what is actually the most
| valuable may not be what yeu think.

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar
items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

The chair of the Huron Valley Numis-
matic Society has been collecting coins
for more than six decades.

In an age when cash is no longer king
and money changes hands in the form
of cgredit cards, Venmo and Apple pay
rather than paper bills and metal coins,

coin collections may be on the way out.

“It’s a hobby diminishing in the num-
ber of collectors, but in certain areas like
error coin collection it is growing like
crazy,” Raddi said. “Certain areas are

See COLLECTORS, Page 6A

Volume 152 | No. 38
Home delivery pricing inside
©2022 $1.50
6"*53174"33333%%

EMP'RE
| =
| Making Beautiful New Floors Easy

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE
QUALITY PRODUCTS

PROFESSIONAL |
EVEN NEX

“Purchase highest vaiue room &t reguiar pnce, and get select
gt S0y

instaliation. paading. and mater

natailations only, and at the same addresa. Not
nly in sek

stock carpet and flooring styles

t CA, MA, UT) and installation are

TODAY |

CARPET + FLOORING

NSTALLATION

50

Product only. Select styles.
Buy 1 Room, Get Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl, and
Laminate for All Other Rooms for $50° in Each!

ROOM
.Lbl\ i E

T DAY"*

Call 888-330-0634 or vist EmpireToday.com/newspaper.

tylea of carpet. hardwood, viny
N 100! 10 8t

ws. Licensure at EmpireToday.cormr

and lammnate for gl other room 1 equ
macellansous chamges, and prior purchases. Product may not be
$hrouw ) Qs to change. Details st Empire 2y

¢ lasser vatue for $5(
eparste fror

each when y pay "
taflat Resdential

SLB 1047108



mailto:LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

2A | THURSDAY, APRIL 21,2022 | O & E MEDIA

Public hearings on 12 Mile work and more in Novi
Al

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

More road work is coming to Novi,
and the public is invited to get a closer
look at projects during two scheduled
public hearings.

The first hearing pertains to pro-
posed improvements to 12 Mile Road
from Beck Road to Dixon. The Road
Commission for Oakland County, Novi
and Wixom host the event 4-7 p.m.,
April 26, at the City of Novi Firearms
Training Center, 26350 Lee BeGole
Drive (off 1 Mile Road west of Meadow-
brook Road).

The public hearing is part of a feder-
ally mandated “environmental assess-
ment” which analyzes multiple possible
alternatives to improve safety and re-
duce congestion along the corridor. The
EA report includes a review of the so-
cial, economic and environmental im-
pacts of each alternative.

Proposed improvements include the
widening of this section of 12 Mile Road
to a narrow-median, four-lane boule-
vard including pedestrian facilities
along both sides of the road, with con-
struction anticipated in 2025-2026.
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are being proposed for 12 Mile Road east of Beck in Novi, turning
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it into a four-lane route. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

The second public meeting, “Better
Roads Ahead,” is scheduled the next
night 6-7 p.m., April 27, at the Novi Civic
Center, 45175 W. 10 Mile Road.

Woman arrested after Novi teen says
she flew to Michigan for sex with him

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A 32-year-old Californian was arrest-
ed Sunday for allegedly arranging a sex-
ual rendezvous with a Novi teen.

According to Novi police, a father
called officers to his home because his
15-year-old son was waiting on an Uber
driver that his Californian friend was
sending.

The two had been conversing over
the Internet, and she had flown to Mich-
igan to rent an Airbnb in Royal Oak.

Officers visited the Royal Oak ad-
dress where they arrested a San Fran-
cisco woman.

She was arraigned on two felony

charges: sexually abusive activity in-
volving a child and computer use to
commit a crime. Both hold the possi-
bility of 20 years in prison.

The woman remains at Oakland
County Jail.

“This case illustrates how impor-
tant it is to monitor your children’s on-
line activity and have conversations
with them about what kind of informa-
tion they put out there,” police said ina
statement. “We are grateful that this
young man reported this incident to
his parents because many do not, and
that puts them in a potentially danger-
ous situation.”

Novi police encourage others stuck
in similar situations to call police.

is zoned Town Center - 1 (TC-1).

Publish: April 21, 2022

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on May 10, 2022, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the Novi
Civic Center, 45176 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:

PZ22-00138 (Rayburn Properties LLC) 707 South Lake Drive, East of West Park Drive
and North of 12 % Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-03-454-007. The applicant is requesting
variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.6 D for a rear yard setback of
16.25 (35 feet minimum required, variance of 19.83 feet); A front yard set back of 27.17 feet
(30 feet minimum required, variance of 2.83 feet); And a lot coverage of 30% (26% maximum
required, variance of 5%). These variances will accommodate the building of a new home. This
property is zoned Single-Family residential (R-4).

PZ22-0014 (City Center Office Plaza) 43661 Grand River Road, West of Novi Road
and North of Ten Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-16-477-011,012. The applicant is requesting
variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from Section 3.1.26.D to permit a parking
setback reduction on the east, west and south sides (10 to12.4 feet requested, 20 feet required),
Section 3.27.1.D to allow parking in the exterior side yard of a non-residential collector road
(Flint Street and Bond Street), Section 5.2.12 to allow a reduction in the number of parking
spaces required (65 spaces proposed, 70 spaces required), Section 5.4.2 to allow the size of the
loading area to be reduced (540 square feet proposed, 940 square feet required). This property

PZ22-0015 (Metro Detroit Signs — Ashley Homestore) 43620 West Oaks Drive, West
of Novi Road and South of 12 Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-15-200-081. The applicant
is requesting a variance from the City of Novi Code of Ordinances Section 28-5(a) for the
installation of a third wall sign measuring 30.07 sq ft on the East Elevation of Ashley
Homestore. Two wall signs are permitted. This property is zoned Regional Center (RC).

PZ22-0016 (Anchor Printing) 43043 West Nine Mile Road, East of Novi Road and
South of 9 Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-35-101-022. The applicant is requesting variances from
the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.14.5.B.ii for allowance of a loading area less
than 100 feet from a residential zoning district. Section 3.14.56.A for the allowance of two
overhead doors and a loading dock proposed on or in a wall of a building that faces an abutting
residential zoning district. The ordinance states “loading/ unloading and transport shall be
not closer than 100 feet from the boundary of a residential district” and “no truck well, loading
dock or door, shall be permitted on or in the wall of the building which faces the abutting
residential district.” This property is zoned Light Industrial (I-1).
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Novi Department of Public Works Building).

congestion along the corridor.

be available for public review.

rules, requirements and processes.

(seven business days)

Publish: April 14 & 21,2022

PUBLIC HEARING IS APRIL 26 FOR PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENTS
TO 12 MILE ROAD, BECK TO DIXON, IN NOVI AND WIXOM

Beverly Hills, M1 — The Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC), in partnership
with the cities of Novi and Wixom, invites the public to attend a public hearing about .
proposed improvements to 12 Mile Road from Beck Road to Dixon Road on Tuesday, April 26.

The hearing will take place from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the City of Novi Firearms Training
Center, 26350 Lee BeGole Drive (off of 11 Mile Road west of Meadowbrook Road, north of the

The public hearing is in association with a federally mandated “environmental assessment”
(EA) and in compliance with federal regulations CFR Title 23, Chapter 1, Subchapter H,
Part 771.111(hX2Xiv)). The EA analyzed multiple alternatives to improve safety and reduce

The proposed improvements include the widening of this section of 12 Mile Road to a narrow-
median, four-lane boulevard including pedestrian facilities along both sides of the road.

The hearing will be open-house format with no formal presentation. RCOC staff will be
present to answer questions. Maps and visual diagrams of the proposed improvements will

Right of way acquisition for the proposed project is anticipated in 2023-2024, and
construction is expected in approximately 2025-2026. RCOC right of way acquisition staff
will be in attendance to answer questions and provide information regarding acquisition

A copy of the EA document is now available on the RCOC website www.rcocweb.org. at the
Novi and Wixom city offices, and will be available at the public hearing.

The public is invited to offer comments at the hearing or to submit electronically to
deajgn@rcoc.org. Public comments will be received by RCOC until May 6, 2022. If you wish
to attend the meeting and require special accommodation in accordance with the provisions
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Title V1, including those requiring language
assistance, RCOC will provide such services, free of charge, with reasonable advance notice

A transcript of comments received will be posted on the EA web page
Additional information is available at the EA web page (direct link:
https//www.rcocweb.org/667/12-Mile-Road-Environmental-Assessment)

This meeting, hosted by the city, will
focus on a variety of construction pro-
jects in both neighborhoods and main
roads planned for this year as well as

some in the 2023 construction season in
an open house format.

“The presentation will be the neigh-
borhood road program and those roads
that will reconstructed or rehabbed, as
well as an update of major road pro-
jects,” Jeffery Herczeg, Novi Director of
Public Works, said.

The city typically spends between $4
million to $5 million per year on road
projects, he added. This year the city is
spending about $5 million, with some
projects behind due to sourcing delays.

One major project that had a delay is
the 9 Mile and Taft Road roundabout,
which hit a snarl recently but is now ex-
pected to be bid out in June. Construc-
tion is anticipated to take place some
time between August and October,
Herczeg said.

Two major rehabilitation projects on
the docket are Novi Road between 9 Mile
and 10 Mile roads, and 10 Mile Road be-
tween Haggerty and Meadowbrook
roads.

For a full list of projects, visit cityof-
novi.org/betterroadsahead.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

Farmington Hills couple heads
west as they set off to live van life

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Nick Kokenos and Erica Battle's first
home together is a 2021 Ram ProMas-
ter 3500 van.

And they wouldn’t have it any other
way.

The couple, who until recently lived
in Farmington Hills, has been outfit-
ting the van as a mobile home for near-
ly a year and they plan to travel the
country in it. They'd originally hoped
to set off around Thanksgiving last
year, but all good things take time.

“This is our first home together,” Ko-
kenos said. “We didn’t want to cut cor-
ners.” |

The van cost roughly $90,000 to
rennovate and is totally livable. It has a
shower, toilet, exhaust fan, running
water, counter, sink, storage for food
and clothes, atable that can shiftintoa
bed foundation, a projector, lighting,
internal heat, space for their dog, a se-
curity system and more. Kokenos and
Battle built it all themselves, finishing
the work while living with some
friends in West Bloomfield.

It hasn't been an easy process,
though. The two had no building,
plumbing or electrical experience be-
fore diving into the project. Doing the
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Nick Kokenos and Erica Battle’s Ram ProMaster travel van is road ready.

build in Michigan came with plenty of
unique challenges, too. The couple
touched based with Hometown Life
three times since purchasing the van in
June 2021, and they've called weather a
challenge each time.

“We were working five, sometimes
six, days a week on the build,” Battle
said recently. “But, it was weather-per-
mitted. So if there was bad weather we
couldn’t work on the van.”

However, Kokenos said there’s no
problem that didn’'t come with a solu-
tion. The two used what they call “You-
Tube University” to see what others liv-
ing the so-called “van life” have done
while also putting their own spin on
things.

“Everything is figure-out-able,” he
said. “There’s been so many things
where I've been like, ‘We're.screwed.
There’s no solution and we're screwed.’
But once you start to work the problem,
you’ll come up with a solution.’,

Their first stop will be San Diego,
then they're hoping to head down to
Mexico. Kokenos and Battle are both
avid travelers and are excited for wan-
dering to be part of their lives again.

“We're big travelers,” Kokenos said.
“We used to travel all the time and since

See VAN LIFE, Page 5A

The couple’s dog Bella will be part of
their adventures in their Dodge
conversion van. She will even have her
own ledge to hang out on while
traveling.
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Northville Schools selects
Novi assistant superintendent
as district’s next leader

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi Community School District Assistant Super-
intendent RJ Webber was offered the opportunity to
lead Northville Public Schools during an April 12 spe-
cial meeting of the district’s board of education.

If Webber accepts the offer to serve as Northville's
next superintendent, he will succeed Mary Kay Galla-
gher, who will retire at the conclusion of the 2021-22
school year following 10 years as the superintendent.

Contract details were not discussed during Tues-
day’s meeting.

In addition to Webber, finalists for the position were
Northville Assistant Superintendent for Instructional
Services Aaron Baughman and Maysam Alie-Bazzi,
executive director of staff and student services for
Dearborn Public Schools.

Prior to voting unanimously to offer Webber the su-
perintendent position, board members held a straw
poll to reveal their first choice for the job. Webber
earned five votes to Baughman's two. James Mazurek
and Roland Hwang initially supported Baughman.

The district’s goal is to have a new
superintendent start July L

Representatives of search consult-
ant firm Ray and Associates were in
the process of reaching out to Webber
immediately after Tuesday’s 1p.m. se-
lection meeting.

Webber, a graduate of Perry Public
Schools near Lansing, earned a bachelor's degree
from Alma College, a master's degree in public ad-
ministration from the University of Michigan and a
doctorate of education from Michigan State Univer-
sity.

He has taught grades fifth through 12th in Nigeria,
Saginaw, Ithaca, and South Lyon, and has earned
teacher of the year and principal of the year honors,
according to his biography that was published on the
Northville website.

Webber was hired as Novi's assistant superinten-
dent of academics in 2010. He is the co-founder of the
Novi area Mental Health Alliance and Novi's Feed the
Need summer lunch program.

eawright@hometownlife.com
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Rodney and Mithais Brown of Beacon play at one of the new exhibits from the Science Revealed! exhibition
inside the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum on March 29. The museum has opened its doors since closing in
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PATRICK OEHLER/POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL

COVID-19 cases, deaths tracker
for Wayne, Oakland counties

Mike Stucka Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

New coronavirus cases leaped in Michigan in the
week ending Sunday, rising 105.5% as 7,725 cases were
reported. The previous week had 3,759 new cases of
the virus that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked 18th among the states where coro-
navirus was spreading the fastest on a per-person ba-
sis, a USA TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hopkins
University data shows. In the latest week coronavirus
cases in the United States decreased 10% from the
week before, with 225,931 cases reported. With 3% of
the country’s population, Michigan had 3.42% of the
country’s cases in the last week. Across the country, 31
states had more cases in the latest week than they did
in the week before.

Wayne County reported 1,653 cases and 17 deaths in
the latest week. A week earlier, it had reported 758
cases and 10 deaths. Throughout the pandemic it has
reported 401,129 cases and 7,912 deaths.

Oakland County reported 1,520 cases and seven
deaths in the latest week. A week earlier, it had report-
ed 656 cases and nine deaths. Throughout the pan-
demic it has reported 287,896 cases and 3,821 deaths.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly outbreaks on a
per-person basis were in Washtenaw County with 255
cases per 100,000 per week; Alpena County with 176;
and Oakland County with 121. The Centers for Disease
Control says high levels of community transmission
begin at 100 cases per 100,000 per week.

Adding the most new cases overall were Wayne
County, with 1,653 cases; Oakland County, with 1,520
cases; and Macomb County, with 967. Weekly case
counts rose in 71 counties from the previous week. The
worst increases from the prior week’s pace were in
Wayne, Oskland and Macomb counties.

Michigan ranked 35th among states in share of peo-
ple receiving at least one shot, with 66.8% of its resi-
dents at least partially vaccinated. The national rate is
77.3%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC data shows. The
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, which are the most used
in the United States, require two doses administered a
few weeks apart.

In the week ending Sunday, Michigan reported ad-
ministering another 104,243 vaccine doses, including
7,900 first doses. In the previous week, the state ad-
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ministered 109,894 vaccine doses, including 8,216
first doses. In all, Michigan reported it has adminis-
tered 15,718,745 total doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in eight countles with
the best declines in Mackinac County, with O cases
from 6 a week earlier; in Van Buren County, with 26
cases from 30; and in Keweenaw County, with -2
cases from L

In Michigan, 81 people were reported dead of CO-
VID-19 in the week ending Sunday. In the week before
that, 70 people were reported dead.

A total of 2,400,990 people in Michigan have test-
ed positive for the coronavirus since the pandemic
began, and 35,857 people have died from the disease,
Johns Hopkins University data shows. In the United
States 80,632,301 people have tested positive and
988,618 people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins University coronavi-
rus data, cases and deaths for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections and the Federal Correctional In-
stitution separately from Michigan counties. ..

Michigan’'s COVID-19
hospital admissions rising

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospital data as of
Sunday, April 17.

Likely COVID patients admitted in the state:

e Last week: 649

e The week before that: 605

e Four weeks ago: 704

Likely COVID patients admitted in the nation:

e Last week: 38,545

e The week before that: 37,371

e Four weeks ago: 41,914

Hospitals in 22 states reported more COVID-19 pa-
tients than a week earlier, while hospitals in 15 states
had more COVID-19 patients in intensive-care beds.
Hospitals in 32 states admitted more COVID-19 pa-
tients in the latest week than a week prior, the USA
TODAY analysis of U.S. Health and Human Services
data shows.

The USA TODAY Network is publishing localized
versions of this story on its news sites across the
country, generated with data from Johns Hopkins
University and the Centers for Disease Control. Con
tact Mike Stucka at mstucka@gannett.com.
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Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

When it comes to
finances, don’t
focus on how much
you pay in taxes

Dear Rick:

Ijust got my tax return from my accountant, and I
was surprised at the amount of taxes | owed. Because
of the mutual funds in my portfolio,  had several sub-
stantial capital gains distributions. My accountant
says I should consider buying tax-free municipal
bonds versus the growth mutual funds I have.

Do you think that makes sense? I am still about
10 years away from retirement and currently income
is not a problem.

l1also had a question regarding my Roth IRA. I have
a grandson to whom I would like to gift my Roth IRA;
is that a problem? It is worth approximately $50,000.

Thank you, Bob

Dear Bob:

Idon’t agree with your accountant’s recommenda-
tion. It appears all your accountant wants to do is
lower your taxes, which doesn't make any sense.
Your goal is not to lower your taxes, but rather to in-
crease your net worth.

I will use the example of winning the lottery. If you
won $500 million in a lottery, you would pay over
$200 million in taxes. If your goal was to lower your
taxes, you wouldn't want to win the lottery, because
your taxes would increase. On the other hand, if your
goal was to increase your net worth, you wouldn't fo-
cus on the $200 million you're paying in taxes, but
rather, the $300 million that you're left with.

It is my belief that investors should focus on what
ends up in their pocket, not what they pay in taxes.

In your situation, since you are at least 10 years
away from retirement, you need to be in a growth
portfolio, not one based upon generating income. If
you look over a 10-year period, you will do much bet-
ter in equities after taxes than you would in a fixed-
income investment like municipal bonds.

It isn’t uncommon for an accountant to solely fo-
cus on taxes. My belief is their focus is in the wrong
place. As investors, we must recognize that taxes are
a fact of life and that the more money you make, the
more you're going to pay in taxes. It has been my ex-
perience that when investors focus on taxes, they
may lower them, but at the same time, they are not
increasing their net worth, which is the goal.

With regards to gifting your Roth IRA to your
grandson, unfortunately, if you do, the money your
grandson receives will not be in a Roth IRA. Your
grandson may qualify to make a Roth IRA contribu-
tion, but he would not be able to roll over your gift into
a Roth IRA. Remember, you can gift up to $16,000 per
year to anyone that you wish. In the case in hand, if
you gave the $50,000 in one lump sum, there may be
gift tax consequences that you have to take into con-
sideration. However, you can spread the gift over
multiple years, thus avoiding any gift tax conse-
quences.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial advisor. His
website is www.bloomadvisors.com. If you would like
him to respond to your questions, email rick@bloom-
advisors.com.
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Eight Mile Road in Northville,
Novi scheduled for major upgrades

Ed Wright Hometownlife com
JSA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Driving over Eight Mile Road near
Meadowbrook Country Club feels like
traveling on a five-lanes-wide highway
rumble strip, every component of your
vehicle's suspension pushed to its limit.

And that is after Wayne County
patching crews filled in the road’s myri-
ad potholes that had one observer not-
ing the country club’s parking lot re-
sembled a used-car lot one February af-
ternoon as “a multitude of vehicles” had
been steered into the space — at least
one tire on each flatter than the club's
18th green.

“It's a horrible stretch of road, from
Center Street to Haggerty Road,” la-
mented Daniel Smith, who lives just off
of the rim-rattling roadway. “It's better
now since they patched the potholes,
but they put so much hot patch in the
holes, it's like driving over a speed-
bump obstacle course.”

There is great news on the horizon for
Smith and his thousands of Eight Mile-
traversing peers.

Wayne County Commissioner Terry
Marecki confirmed a complete rebuild
of Eight Mile has been added to the
county’s road-construction schedule
for this summer.

“There has not been a determination
of exactly where the repairs will take
place on Eight Mile since road condi-
tions change due to weather conditions
and time,” Marecki said. “But the new
road will be a two-inch mill of asphalt,
which will make driving much smooth-
er.

Marecki said the cost of the project —
Wayne County will pick up the entire
tab — is uncertain, noting a total re-
placement of roadways like Eight Mile
costs roughly $1.3 million per mile.

“The road will be done this road sea-
son,” she asserted.

Wayne County maintains Eight Mile
west of Interstate 275 to Taft Road. Oak-
land County owns the road west of Taft.

“Eight Mile needs attention, and to
Wayne County’s credit they've ac-

This rocky section of Eight Mile Road greets drivers as they exit Meadowbrook Country Club. ED WRIGHT/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

knowledged that and put it on their
heavy construction list for this year,”
Northville Township Supervisor Mark
Abbo said. “It's not on the official list on
the county’s roads website yet, but it
should be added soon.

“We're very happy that they're taking
this on and sooner rather than later.”

Eight Mile has been a horror show for
drivers in recent months as, along with
the beat-down condition of the surface,
a bridge that takes drivers over railroad
tracks just east of Novi Road — approxi-
mately one-half mile west of Meadow-
brook — has been reduced from four to
two lanes for several months due to dis-
repair.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at
eawright@hometownlife.com or 517-
375-13.

CALL TO SCHEDULE
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A collection of large potholes in the westbound lanes of Eight Mile Road
between Haggerty and Meadowbrook. The exposed rebar can mean serious
damage to tires. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Van life

Continued from Page 2A

we started doing this we don't really go
anywhere. A week from now, our life is
going to be totally different.”

The van life may not be for everyone,
but Battle and Kokenos are confident
they’ll enjoy it, hoping to continue the
mobile life for years. They've taken the
van out a few times before completing
the conversion and enjoyed it even
without all the bells and whistles it has
now.

Battle said of their mid-build breaks.
“For the first one, we didn't have any-
thing. We just had like the floor insulat-
ed but 1don’t think the walls were in yet.
We just had like an air mattress.”

A van is far “stealthier” than an RV, as
Kokenos likes to say, so they'll be able to
drive it just about anywhere and stay
under the radar.

The van's amenities can all run on so-

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that o

the rest of the life of

Competitive Pricing & Discounts.
0% off all jobs
{18
1+

your home

Ask us about our senior
itizen & military discounts

“It was much needed and so nice,”

09%("“?

End gutter cleanlng forever'

No payment required until the job is
finished and you're completely satisfied

ir products will keep
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for

lar power or, when needed, the van's
battery or gas.

While they're on the road, the couple
plans to be #VanLife influencers, or con-
tent creators, to make some cash so they
don’t have to go back to a conventional
job right away. Their Instagram page,
@Wanderlusttravelcouple, already has
more than 21,000 followers.

“We've always made content but
we’ve never done much with it,” Battle
said. “Once we stopped working and
were focused on just the build we were
able to get more into it and it's been real-
ly, really nice. It's our goal to focus on
that and start building that.”

They’re unsure just how long the van
will be their home — Kokenos joked in
June 2021 that they just might live in it
forever — but they plan to use to in part
to find a good place to live long-term.
Their home on wheels is designed to
host friends when needed and enjoy
their stops in a non-tourist manner.

From here on out, home is wherever
they decide to park.

stankersle@hometownlife.com

CLOG
- FREE

GUTTERS

o

As his glrlfrlend Erica Battlo relaxes on their travel van's bed, Nick Kokenos tries out its outdoor shower nozzle. The
couple’s dog Bella, who will join them on their trip to San Diego, is at right. PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOME TOWNLIFE.COM
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Bella has her own bed in the van.

& —

Y% -‘Nw' ' !,-

Environmentally
Friendly Flooring
For Your Home

Floor Coverings International® carries a nice array
of environmentally friendly flooring options suitable
for any room in your home. Our sustainable flooring
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Collectors

Continued from Page 1A

very strong. Not all areas of numismat-
ics are dying at the same rate.”

The 77-year-old Milford Township
resident first became enamored with
coin collecting when a family friend
who worked at the Philadelphia Mint
sent him a 1955 proof set specially pre-
pared for collectors prior to issue of cir:
culated coins.

Raddi still has that proof set with
“perfect” penny, nickel, dime, quarter
and half-dollar coins. But what the col-
lector of more than 3,000 coins search-
es for now is the imperfect: coins that
have blatant errors and therefore are
worth much more.

Indeed, he is thrilled whenever the
U.S. Mint errs, which happens frequent-
ly due to the sheer volume of coins
made.

“Whenever the mint makes a mis-
take, I get excited — that is why I have so
many coins,” Raddi said. “Sometimes
small mistakes become collectible, just
like the inverted Jenny stamp.”

It is a dream to find a coin mistake in
the magnitude of the famous stamp dis-
playing an upside down airplane, one of
which a Birmingham stamp collector
sold in 2020 for more than a quarter of a
million dollars after holding it in a vault
for four decades.

Raddi continues to search circulated

Work

Continued from Page 1A

Township. Oakland County leads the
state in roundabouts with 32 currently
under the purview of the county and six
more to be added this year, Bryson said.
These county roundabouts are separate
from ones that exist or are proposed for
city-owned roads like one proposed at 9
Mile and Taft in Novi that recently hit a
snarl.

Roundabouts have been shown to re-
duce serious injury crashes at intersec-
tions as well as improve traffic flow.
However, they have also inspired con-
troversy among motorists, ever since
the first ones in Oakland County were

(NNNR)

coins for small errors like cracks or off-
center stamps, but for dramatic mis-
takes the coins must be purchased from
dealers.

Older errors are more valuable and
harder to find, he added, not because
fewer errors were made, but because
fewer coins were made.

For this reason, an Indian head cent
that is struck off center is more valuable
than a Lincoln penny, simply because
there are fewer.

Lincoln cents have been made con-

installed around 2008 and 2009 in West
Bloomfield at Maple and Drake roads
and Maple and Farmington roads, Bry-
son said — intersections that previously
took as long as a half-hour to get
through, but which he said now take
less than half that time.

“With every single roundabout, there
have been people wailing and crying
and screaming — about businesses that
will close, or people just don’t like them,”
Bryson said. “But once they open, it’s
crickets. All those comments go away
and people have even called and said
they were wrong.”

He concedes that there can some-
times be a slight uptick in fender bend-
ers as drivers learn how to navigate the
roundabout, but it's a worthy trade-off
for the dramatic reduction in fatal or se-

Basements

SPRING
CLEANING
SALE

207, OFF

Some 1970s-era Eisenhower dollar coins. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

tinuously since 1909, but Indian head
pennies minted from 1859-1909 are of-
ten sought after for particular years in
which fewer were minted.

Raddi notes that in 1943 wheat pen-
nies were made mostly of steel due to
the war, but a few copper pennies were
struck in error, and those can sell now
for between $100,000 to $250,000.

While they are found “now and then,”
Raddi is much more likely to see far less
valuable coins on the appraisal nights
his group hosts a couple times per year.

rious injury crashes.

Bryson anticipates the road improve-
ments in Lyon Township will help alle-
viate traffic issues in one of the fastest
growing communities in the state.

Approximately 1,800 vehicles per day
travel Currie Road between 8 Mile and 9
Mile. Detours for through traffic while
paving is being done are Seven Mile
Road to Napier Road to Ten Mile Road,
back to Currie Road and vice versa.

The detour for Eight Mile traffic while
the intersection at 8 Mile and Currie is
closed for roundabout construction is:
Eight Mile Road to Griswold Road to Ten
Mile Road to Napier Road, back to Eight
Mile and vice versa.

Additional roadwork coming later
this year in Lyon Township includes:

e 8 Mile Road, Currie to Taft — Sim-

WET BASEMENT CRACKIN

o T

Repair your home's issues now.
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Foundation, basement, and crawl space damage can affect your home’s
safety, appearance, and value. These problems only get worse with age.

Most common are buffalo nickels,
mercury dimes and the Indian head
pennies that are not rare. He also sees
rolls of 1964 half-dollars featuring John
F. Kennedy and many coins from the
Franklin Mint with no collector value.

Many people don't realize that a coin
that is shiny and new may be far more
valuable than one that is ancient. When
it comes to coins, it's not just age that
matters; condition is very important.

Raddi notes that a friend of his col-
lects coins that are mentioned in the Bi-
ble, including the “widow’s mite,” a coin
spoken of in the Gospel of Mark in
which a poor widow gives the smallest
and least valuable coin, but Christ said
her offering was more pleasing to him
than those given by the wealthy.

Those coins, over 2,000 years old,
can still be purchased by modern collec-
tors, Raddi said, for the bargain price of
$5 or $10 and even Roman and Greek
coins from 500 to 1,000 years before the
Christian era can be obtained for $40 or
$50.

Condition and rarity are important
and it's not just how many were made,
but how many survived. He is looking
forward to seeing what coins people
have been holding on to and helping
them trace their origins.

The Huron Valley Numismatic Soci-
ety meets monthly and holds coin
shows and appraisal nights periodically.
For more information, visit hvns.org.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

ple resurfacing begins in mid-August
and should be completed by the end of

August.
e Kent Lake Road, Silver Lake to
Grand River — Simple resurfacing

starts in mid-May and is expected to be
finished by end of May tentatively.

e Griswold, 9 Mile to 10 Mile — Sim-
ple resurfacing, starts mid-May with an
expected finish by the end of May.

For those simple resurfacing pro-
jects, Bryson said those are typically
three days of work with new asphalt ap-
plied to the road, new lane striping and
road shoulder work. The projects are
funded through the road commission.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleylO.
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Overcharged

Continued from Page 1A

The City of Highland Park has paid
less than 1% of its water services
charges and has accumulated
$54,233,700 in debt since 2012 and that
debt has been allocated to the 87 other
GLWA member communities, including
the 18 communities in western Wayne
County.

Plymouth Township Supervisor Kurt
Heise was appointed chairman of a spe-
cial committee organized by the Confer-
ence of Western Wayne to investigate
whether the GLWA — the water provider
for many southeast-Michigan commu-
nities — discreetly raised its constitu-
ents’ water rates to help pay for indebt-
edness and legal judgements created by
an ongoing lawsuit filed against the
GLWA by the city of Highland Park in
2012.

Conference leaders allege the rate in-
creases — amounting to a combined
tens of millions of dollars — were buried
in rate calculations for close to 10 years.

“One of the the selling points of the
GLWA was that we’'d have more infor-
mation on how rates were calculated
and what we have to pay. So it came as a
great shock to the communities that this
had been effectively concealed from all
of the communities going back as far as
2012,” Heise said about the authority
created to replace the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department.

GLWA Interim Chief Executive Offi-
cer Suzanne Coffey countered, stating
the authority prides itself on transpar-
ency.

Since its 2016 inception, “GLWA has
been committed to transparency
throughout its operations, most espe-
cially in matters of finance,” Coffey ex-
plained. “To assist GLWA in its trans-
parency efforts, the utility has a robust
member outreach program, which in-
cludes the hosting of more than 80 en-
gagement meetings each year.

Coffey asserted the GLWA hosts a se-
ries of meetings in advance of the GLWA
administration presenting its proposed
budget and charges for the coming year
to its board of directors for discussion
and approval.

“Each meeting is typically between
two and four hours in duration and goes
into great detail of each component of
GLWA's charges,” Coffey said. “Meetings

(NNWR) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

The Plymouth Township water tower. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

three and four include a discussion of
any Highland Park bad debt recovery in-
cluded.”

According to Coffey, worksheets,
when applicable, show the Highland
Park components. These worksheets
are both provided to the representatives
attending the meetings and sent via cer-
tified mail to the individual municipal-
ities’ member partner contact of record.

“Additionally, GLWA verbally reviews
an example charge sheet line by line in
the roll-out meetings and includes the
Highland Park components in detailed
verbal PowerPoint presentations,” Cof-
fey added. “The presentations include
slides and verbal discussions of the
treatment of Highland Park bad debt ex-
pense and include time for questions
and answers.”

Heise said every municipality that
relies on the GLWA for its water supply
has been paying higher-than-typical
bills because of the Highland Park legal
battle, “but communities in Wayne

County have been paying the most be-
cause Highland Park is in Wayne Coun-

Municipalities  throughout the
GLWA's service area are forming resolu-
tions intended to halt the Highland
Park-related payments going toward the
lawsuit judgements until the billing is-
sue is resolved, Heise said.

The Wayne County Board of Com-
missioners passed a resolution April 12
saying it didn't want to see communities
subsidizing others municipalities.

“This is not about Highland Park, it's
about other communities having to pay
for services they don't receive,” said
Commissioner Terri Marecki, R-Livo-
nia, who chairs the commission’'s Com-
mittee on Public Services.

Plymouth Township has paid GLWA
approximately $183,000 toward the
Highland Park lawsuit indebtedness
since 2012, Heise said, which works out
to roughly $15,500 per year.

Heise said Dearborn has been over-
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charged approximately $3.6 million by
GLWA because it is directly tied to De-
troit’s sewer system

If Plymouth gets reimbursed, Heise
said the township would likely invest
the money into water usage-related im
provements as opposed to reimbursing
residents the money they have been
overbilled

Livonia has paid $378,400 toward
the GLWA debt owed by Highland Park,
Livonia Mayor Maureen Brosnan said.

“This is a complex situation involv
ing GLWA, Highland Park and the State
of Michigan, and we understand that
there are multiple sides to this story,”
Brosnan said. “Nevertheless, the City of
Livonia is looking to stop further pay-
ments to GLWA for the City of Highland
Park’'s debt and seeking the State of
Michigan to become directly involved in
this dispute to address the issues in
Highland Park and to provide reim
bursement for these payments.

“Livonia residents should not be on
the hook for the water bills and debts of
other communities, and [ will continue
to work to ensure our community is
billed fairly for our water use.”

Northville Township Supervisor
Mark Abbo said his municipality will
wait for further recommendations from
the Conference of Western Wayne be-
fore deciding on its strategy moving for-
ward.

The Northville City Council approved
a resolution April 4 requesting, in part,
that the State of Michigan and the Great
Lakes Water Authority not require the
87 paying member communities to pay
for the City of Highland Park’s debt to
GLWA and that the GLWA reimburse $14
million to affected communities dating
back to 2017.

Coffey asserted the current Highland
Park matter must be taken in the con-
text of GLWA's overall operations and fi-
nancial strategy.

“GLWA's overall approach is preserv-
ing stability while drawing attentiontoa
situation that needs to be resolved for
the long-term benefit of the region,” she
said.

“Our understanding of the goal of the
Conference of Western Wayne (CWW)
is to drive engagement by the State (of
Michigan), with other responsible par-
ties, to the table in order to resolve this
matter that continues to impact the re-
gion. Accordingly, the focus is on resolv
ing the matter this year so that it is not
an issue in future years.”

VER

Experts Since 1980

!

LA R B B

‘oo Dectric has slusys ghven m grampt.
cortomn sevvicn. W he Been biessediio be &
astons for sary vesn Gary ondd b taes shamve
St b0 the s Quiriily ard coengliste the job n o
1lmnaty rmarenee, Winaldn | cal swans olm!”

-

Update the Exterior of Your Cabinets to

Reveal the Kitchen of Your Dreams! Drain Clearing

Plumbing Repair

$89 [$39 Off] Waived

e With Repair

Cannot bo combined
with other offers
fxpires 4/30/2022

Diagnostic Fee

FREE

A/C
Estimates

*Whith coupon.
Cannot be combined
with other affers
Expires 4/10/2022

*With coupon
Expires 4/30/2022

- e am g
A e o oowmesd

o 12 MONTHS~
SOLUTIONSE, --s10000m 1| e

In Season A/C

® CALL TODAY FOR A o 1o s
FREE CONSULTATION! 590 rimrs

With Coupon, Expires 4/30/2022.

248-372-9929

248-450-6253

We are CDC compliant in order to best protect you and your familyl
MI Lic # 2102222470

oflers or discounta, Offer
de demolitic f-outs or

‘With the purchase of cabinet refacing. ‘*‘New projectis only, Cannot ba combined with addifiona
includes materiala and (abor costa, Minimum 100 sq . or refac ing purchase required. Doea not
upgrade, Group | 3ICM Grannte with Group A details only, Offer expirea 4/30/22

*Select Systems Apply. with approved credit. See Hoover for details

[




8A | THURSDAY, APRIL 21,2022 | O & E MEDIA

et

The Jimi Hendrix

Northville pho

Brian McCollum Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Wilson Lindsey was a 16-year-old
Detroiter and budding photographer
when he embarked on a whirlwind few
years in the thick of the ‘60s rock explo-
sion.

Lindsey, now a 75-year-old North-
ville resident, eventually went on to a
career in the record business. But for a
thrilling few years, he and his lens were
on the front lines capturing shows and
stars in Detroit.

With the Detroit Free Press increas-
ingly devoting serious coverage to pop
and rock music, Lindsey became a reg-
ular freelancer for the paper. Today,
looking back on those early years, Lind-
sey has tapped his photo archives to cel-
ebrate some of his work, including im-
ages never before published.

Working with the Freep, Lindsey
found himself alongside some of the
biggest names of the day as they rolled
through the area. The Beatles. The Roll-
ing Stones. Jimi Hendrix. The Who.
Cream. The Faces. There was also the
hometown stuff, including photo shoots
at Motown.

“l was just phenomenally lucky, I
think,” he says of landing a plum free-
lance gig at such a young age. “I threw
myself into these assignments and
thoroughly enjoyed it. I worked hard at
it, and thought I was pretty decent. So it
turned out OK. But it was also a lot of
pure luck.”

As a precocious teen who also had an
eye on a music career — he played with a
Detroit band called the Train — Lindsey
said he could be flaky and self-absorbed
in those days.

“I was really immature. But 1 loved
what I was doing and got a chance to
meet people who were really- idols of
mine,” he says. “It didn't pay much, but
it was a great gig.”

Lindsey, who caught the photogra-
phy bug when his grandfather gave him
an old Argus 35-millimeter camera,
landed his first professional work across
the Detroit River. An avid wrestling fan,
he pestered promoter Johnny Dgyle to
let him shoot match tapings in Windsor.
Doyle eventually relented, and Lind-
sey’s photos of regional wrestling stars
like Bobo Brazil and the Sheik made
their way into the promoters’ event pro-
grams.

The Free Press got wind of Lindsey
after publishing a handful of those pro-
motional images, and the paper tapped
the high schooler to follow boxer Cas-
sius Clay — the eventual Muhammed Ali

during a visit ahead of his 1964 heavy-
weight championship bout with Sonny
Liston

“I had a chance to hang out with him
for three days,” Lindsey recalls. “They
gave me full access to photograph him
and just hang out. It was amazing, and
now I was totally hooked.”

On the music front, it was a time of
transition for big-city papers such as
the Free Press. From the dawn of the
rock ‘n’roll era a decade earlier, pop mu-
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sic had been covered largely as a teeny
bopper curiosity. The stars and their
music were often treated with a kind of
bemusement, even dismissiveness, by
the cigar-chomping reporters assigned
to the task.

Now things were changing. A young
Free Press hire, Loraine Alterman, had
come aboard to cover pop and rock as a
legitimate beat. With Lindsey often at
her side, she documented the scene
with an approach and vocabulary its au-
dience understood.

“Loraine was a very progressive

Experience on Aug, 15, 1967, at the Fifth Dimension in Ann Arbor. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY WILSON LINDSEY

tographer captured an

Eric Clapton of Cream interviewed by disc jockey Ted Lucas in Detroit.

thinker in a conservative environment,”
Lindsey says. “And she knew that I
knew something about music. So she
related to that. She could communicate
with these musicians at the time in this
hippie culture.”

The vibe was loose, freewheeling.
Lindsey often found himself backstage,
chatting up musicians. By the time he
segued into a record-label career just a
few years later, show protocols had dra
matically changed, and that openness
was a thing of the past.

“The access was a lot different back

€ra

then,” he says. “We were just hanging
out with a lot of these people.”

Ken Settle, who took up rock photog-
raphy in the early ‘70s and endures as
one of Detroit’s top veterans in the field,
recalls being “a little kid rifling through
the Free Press every day” when he start-
ed spotting a regular credit on music
photos: Wilson Lindsey.

Today, Settle regards Lindsey, along
with rock shooter Frank Pettis, as a trail-
blazer who set the stage for profession-
als such as himself.

“He's a treasure for us local music
fans and photographers,” Settle says.
“Wilson and Frank were the two guys
who had the sense that this music was
important and should be chronicled in
photos. You can feel that resonance in
their work. They really set the template
for the photographers that followed.”

Lindsey went on to work for several
record labels, including a mid-'70s stint
as Motown’s Midwest regional sales
manager and work in Mercury Records’
national promotions division.

The old photos he has on hand are
survivors: Twenty years ago, while liv-
ing in Hamtramck, most of his archives
were destroyed in a basement flood.

The loss was heartbreaking, Lindsey
says. But he remains proud and nostal-
gic about the work he did — even if he
wasn’t aware then of the historical im-
port.
“In those days, when 1 was taking
these pictures, frankly, I was just having
a good time doing it,” he says. “I never
really thought there would be any inter-
est, especially this many years later. I'm
pleased that there still is.”
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Butcher<ut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily
92

JoesProduce.com
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MON. - SAT.

9 AM - 8 PM USDA PREMIUM CHOICE USDA PREMIUM CHOICE USDA PREMIUM

ANGUS ANGUS GROUND BEEF CHOICE ANGUS

SUN. NEW YORK STRIP STEAK FROM SIRLOIN PEELED TRI-TIP
9AM -7 PM $I ' 99/ $699l $|o99l

A LB. 3 LB. . LB.

B

Contactless
Curbside
Pickup and
Home Delivery!
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Shop.Joesproduce.com
to Place Your
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ENTREES TO GO: JOE'S READY TO GRILL:
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: PORK TENDERLOIN ' » MESQUITE, GROUND CHUCK PATTIES—$5.99/1b
$3 99 I TERIYAKI BACON CHEDDAR-~$6.99/1b
. 1B

$5.99II.B.
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LINDEMAN'S
ALL VARIETALS

2/$8

T
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TANDSNOO? 00G Lo G g LTS
58'99 L | 4.99Iu;. $ I 2.49ILB. $9.99ILB.
KENDALL JACKSON s ". i
PINCO.‘:AI:gIOR.N :: r:bse Sﬁﬁ‘l"ﬁ!
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4 PEVHINED- EAsy Toren,
M—M&

*10.7 .

ZACCAGNINI
RED OR
PINOT GRIGIO '
FRESH YELLOW FIN FRESHSI'Q(IE\%EE%IS\LHON
TUNA STEAK CENSEA EZ PEEL SHRIMP 16/20 CT (HERB OR MAPLE BBQ)
$ 99 99
177 109 . 19 o
- 248-477-4311
I STONE HEARTH BAKED DAILY Hours: 9 am - 6 pm, Closed Monday

Joe’s Gourmet
CATERING & EVENTS

Your Key
Effortless Fnicriaining

CHALLAH CROISSANTS CHOCOLATE CHIP TAKE AND BAKE
TR * $ 99 JUMBO COOKIES GARLIC BREAD
Weddinog Shoin Rad $| 79 $4 49

ocktail parties . EA. . EA.
pIcNics or -neef::\(y

v Sit Us 1!

JoesGourmetCaterina.com

3l LAUra _"

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
248.477.4333 Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid April 20 - 26, 2022« While Supplies Last ¢ Prices subject to change + MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>>
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Joe’s Produce Gourmet Market
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33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152 = 248.477.4333 beS ,
STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 « SalesValid April 20 - 26, 2022 e
While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change. . ' | | e

Sales Valid April 20 - 26, 2022
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Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rofated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!

. CLEMENTINES ORGANIC
WASHINGTON SEEDLESS S el ORGANIC GRANNY SMITH
HONEYCRISP APPLES 3 LB BAG YELLOW SQUASH APPLES

99
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4
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CALIFOI;NIA CANADIAN TOMATOES ongﬁglll%%?“ OR.GANIC
HEAD LETTUCE ON THE VINE JEEREESS CUCUHBERS | LB PACKAGE MANGOS

2/$3 $] 49, 99¢ .. 23 2s4

DEARBORN e e YERR g’s‘g?cl;n::gﬂ; FRESH ALL NATURAL
ANGUS NEW YORK

DEARBORN TROYER TURKEY GROUND BEEF PORK TENDERLOIN

BROWN SUGARHAM  OVEN ROASTED ORHONEY  HONEY TURKEY STRIP STEAKS

60 seuy o 690 | ST dgR 39

OLD TYME o

OLD TYME DEARBORN BOLOGNA FRANKLY SHARP FRESH BLACK PEARL FRESH WHITEFISH FRESH YELLOW FIN
MUENSTER CHEESE REGULAR OR GARLIC CHEDDAR SALMON FILLETS FILLETS TUNA STEAKS
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MITICA EPIROS COMTE GRUYERE GREEN MOUNTAIN

FIG ALMOND OR KEFALOGRAVIERA FROM FRANCE DELALLO STUFFED MANZANILLA KITCHEN READY TORTILLA STRIPS
DATE WALNUT , OLIVES 5.75 OZ JAR BROTHS 99
89, 87 SI6M. | s, @3 2%
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ST. LOUIS RIBS BBQ BABY BACK RIBS [
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JOE'S RED SKIN BUTTERY MASHED CARIBBEAN
POTATO SALAD POTATOES COLESLAW
8. /LB- r 6. ILB- $6. ILB. A | { A L ; ,"ﬂ‘ Y
V A A B R B B N EE R E N J st
TWO-BITE LONESTAR ANN MARIE'S
SALTED CARAMEL STRAWBERRY AND NO SUGAR ADDED

CUPCAKES BLUEBERRY ROLLS BLUEBERRY LOAF

- BSCOTT $5 99 $7 99 $8 49
f 2 oS T .
o s
co,,E;' ’F‘Lé{VOR AUNT GLORIA'S GERMACK
OF THE WEEK BISCOTT) SNACK DISCS
HAWAIIAN 1.4 0Z BOX 1 VARIETIES A
BLUEBERRY $7 99 } THio RS MR
99 $199 ‘
$6 /LB. l y s 7' o h ‘\ 10 Place an.Order Viisit
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ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERﬁ
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid April 20 - 26, 2022« While Supplies Last ¢ Prices subject to change * MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>>
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HOMETOWN LIFE ALL-AREA BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM

5

Catholic Central’'s Chas Lowloss dribblos against Bloomﬂold Hills during a Motor City Roundball Classic game Dec. 29.

PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Our favorite metro Detroit players

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

And I'm back.

As you might have seen two weeks
ago, I released my personal Hometown
Life All-Area team for girls basketball. It
marked the first time in seven years that
we have released an actual all-area team
that highlights the standouts around
western metro Detroit.

This time I've returned from a week-
long staycation to present you with
Hometown Life’s All-Area boys basket-
ball team. I slaved over this for about a
week, doing my best to figure out who 1
thought were the best players around.

We cover 43 schools amongst our 10

print newspapers and, sadly, about 10
schools decided not to participate by
filling out their All-Area nomination
forms. What's more, a few other coach-
es did a haphazard job of filling out the
form. Lots of details were missing,
which made it hard for me to determine
just how good their players were.

So if your favorite player is missing
from my list, or you feel as if a certain
player should’'ve been higher on the
team, blame your coach, not me. I tried
my best to get someone from every
school on the team. But if you'd still like
to throw haymakers my way, my Twitter
handle is @folsombrandonj.

See FAVORITES, Page 2B

HOMETOWN LIFE ALL-AREA GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

Readers choose nearly 100 favorite players in poll

Brandon Folsom 'Homotownlm.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Two weeks ago, I released Home-
town Life’s first All-Area girls basketball
team in seven seasons.

I told you who my favorite players
were and even picked our Player of the

Year (shoutout to Plymouth. Christian’s
Anna Fernandez). If you haven't
checked it out yet, be sure to see how my
team shook out. Almost 100 players
made the cut.

But why stop there?

I took off for vacation last week, but
while 1 was gone I had you, our faithful

TR RS S i U RO o oM T TR A

Bloomfield Hllls Noah Adamczyk
shoots during an Oakland Activities
Association-White game March 3 at
Stoney Creek.

réaders, vote for your favorite players.
Thousands of votes rolled in over the
week.

After Saturday’s voting deadline fi-
nally came, I couldn’t wait to put togeth-
er the results and see where our com-
munity thought each player belonged
on the All-Area team.

@ USA TODAY SPORTS

Readers

can vote
for their
favorites

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Hometown Life sports reporter
Brandon Folsom announced who he
thought were the best boys basketball
players in west metro Detroit.

Now it’'s your turn!

For the first time ever, readers can
vote for who they thought were the
area's best players at each individual
position: Center, power forward, small
forward, shooting guard and point
guard.

Polls opened last weekend and run
through Saturday. At the conclusion of
the event, the top vote-getters will
make Hometown Life’s Fan-Voted All-
Area team. Find voting for all five posi-
tions online at hometownlife.com

Point guard candidates

Julian Manna, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: PG, senior, 5-foot-1L

Stats: Averaged six points and two
assists.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Jonathan Johnson, Bloomfield
Hills Roeper

Vitals: PG, senior, 6-foot-1, 170
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 19 points, 9.1 re-
bounds and four assists.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Johnathan Blackwell, Brother
Rice

Vitals:
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 12.9 points, 5.3 re-
bounds and four assists. Shot 49%
from the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.

College Interest: Committed to Wis-
consin.

Lake Mcintosh, Canton

Vitals: PG, senior, 5-foot-10, 145
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 13.8 points, four re-
bounds, 3.5 assists and 2.2 steals. Shot
35% from the 3-point line and 71%
from the free-throw line.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team and
a three-year player.

College Interest: Holds an offer from
Lawrence Tech.

Chas Lewless, Detroit Catholic
Central

Vitals: PG, sophomore, 6-foot-1, 170
pounds.

PG, junior, 6-foot-4, 190

See READERS, Page 3B

So, for the ﬁrst time in Hometown
Life history, I'm proud to present our All-
Area girls basketball team, which is
100% assembled by our readers.

Check to see where your favorite
players landed:

See VOTE, Page 7B
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Favorites

Continued from Page 1B

Let's see how this year's team shook
out:

First Team

Ryan Hurst, North Farmington
Hometown Life's
Player of the Year

Vitals: SF/SG, junior, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Averaged 23 points, six rebounds
and two assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red selection
College Interest: Holds an offer from
Miami (Ohio) and is being recruited by
Division | colleges.

Coach Todd Negoshian: “Showed up
huge in big games.”

Folsom's take: It's been a long time
since I've seen a player take over a
game how Ryan does. Transition, inside,
outside, rebounding. He's a put-back
machine. He can almost do it all. When
he gets a full head of steam driving to
the hoop, he's either getting two points
or going to the foul line, the latter also
resulting in an injured defender or two.
What's more, though, is he's a fantastic
shooter. Ask Livonia Stevenson about
that.

Noah Adamczyk, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: SG, junior, 5-foot-11.

Stats: Averaged 22 points, four assists
and four steals.

Accolades: All-OAA-White selection
and a captain as only a junior.

College Interest: Being recruited by
Division | and Il schools.

Coach Phil Kurajian: “Noah was the
most dominant player on the court in
every game we played and always
stepped his game up in the biggest
moments. He faced double teams, box-
and-one coverage and found ways to
find his teammates and still score him-
self. Noah is the most underrated player
in the state of Michigan.”

Folsom’s take: Noah was my favorite
player to watch. He can pass, shoot and
drive to the hoop similar to former NBA
legend Jayson Williams. Every trip down
the floor is a potential And-1 Mixtape
highlight. He doesn'’t look like much,
plus he's incredibly short. But he can
dunk on you. And he can shoot it from
anywhere. He's like Foster Loyer lite.

Curtis Williams, Brother Rice

Vitals: SF, junior, 6-foot-5, 200 pounds.
Stats: Averaged 15.3 points and 6.9
rebounds.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.
College Interest: Currently holds nine
Division | offers.

Coach Rick Palmer: “Curtis improved a
great deal this year. His numbers speak
for themselves, but what doesn’t get
talked about enough is how good of a
defender he is.”

Folsom's take: Curtis will be the best
player in Oakland County next year.
Shoot, maybe even all of metro Detroit.
He's one of the most exciting players to
watch, and he's got a knack to take over
a game at any moment. I'd be shocked
if he doesn’t lead Brother Rice to a
Catholic League title in 2022-23.

Johnathan Blackwell, Brother Rice

Vitals: PG, junior, 6-foot-4, 190 pounds.
Stats: Averaged 12.9 points, 5.3 re-
bounds and four assists. Shot 49% from
the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.

College Interest: Committed to Wis-
consin.

Coach Rick Palmer: “Johnathan made
huge strides learning the point guard
position this year. His upside is through
the roof, and I'm excited to watch him
continue to grow.”

Folsom's take: John is every bit as good
as recent Mr. Basketball winner Chansey
Willis Jr. with the ball in hands, maybe
even better. | expect him to be the best
point guard in the state in 2022-23,
which is almost wild to say given the
competition he'll have at that position
in his own division. '

Chas Lewless,
Detroit Catholic Central

Vitals: PG, sophomore, 6-foot-1, 170
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 11 points and three
assists.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.

College Interest: Already being recruit-
ed by mid-major Division | basketball
programs.

Coach Brandon Sinawi: “One of the top
point guards in our league, he helped
pace our team all year. His scoring num-
bers dropped a bit this year, averaging
just under 11 points per game, but his
assists and leadership have gone up
from last year, as he tried to establish
himself as a true distributor at times for
us this season. Chas is an elite defender
for his 6-foot 1-inch frame and a true
competitor.”

Folsom’s take: | never doubted a CC

(NNNR)

comeback when Chas was on the floor.
He's one of those gamers who always
ratchets up his effort to match the op-
ponent's intensity on the floor, espe-
cially in crunch time.

Coach
Brandon Sinawi,
Detroit Catholic Central

Folsom's take: You can see why the
Shamrocks stole Sinawi from Novi. He
took them from dead-last in the Catho-
lic League-Central to becoming the
runner-ups in the CHSL tournament.
And then he took them to the state
quarterfinal, helping them win their
first regional title in forever. Sinawi
never gave up on his guys, which is
pretty special. Even after losses, he was
promoting his players on Twitter. He
truly cares about each one of them.

Second Team
Cole Vickers, Canton

Vitals: SG/SF, senior, 6-foot-4, 175
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 18.1 points, 5.3 re-
bounds, 3.2 assists and 1.6 steals. Shot
47% from the floor, 40% from the 3-
point line and 81% from the free-throw
line.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team and
third-year player. Scored a career-best
30 points vs. Detroit Renaissance.
College Interest: Signed with Ferris
State.

Coach Jimmy Reddy: “Cole did so much
for our team, specifically on the offen-
sive side of the ball. His ability to score
inside and out made him incredibly
tough to guard. His leadership for our
team was unmatched and he is an out-
standing student and role model. Un-
fortunately for him and our team, Cole
tore his ACL in game No. 16 this year.”
Folsom's take: As someone who gradu-
ated from Ferris State with both a bach-
elor’s of science and a master’s in busi-
ness administration, | can say with full
authority that Cole is your prototypical
Bulldog basketball player. He looks,
plays and interacts with the media ex-
actly like every player that FSU coach
Andy Bronkema has signed in Big Rap-
ids. That's exciting news for an FSU fan
like me.

Cooper Craggs,
Detroit Catholic Central

Vitals: PF, senior, 6-foot-8, 220 pounds.
Stats: Averaged 14.7 points, eight re-
bounds and two blocks.

Accolades: Three-time All-CHSL first
team, fourth-year player and two-year
captain.

College Interest: Signed with Oakland
University.

Coach Brandon Sinawi: “Cooper has to
be one of the most dominant players to
come out of CC in recent memory, and
his impact on this year’s team, helping
us win a regional title, will be talked
about for a long time. He can impact
the game in so many ways. He's a big
reason we had the year we did!l”
Folsom's take: It's hard to call him a
bulldog big man because he’s such a
smooth shooter, too. But he can be
both a bulldog under the basket when
needed as well as a clutch shooter
when the game'’s on the line. He's so
well-rounded.

Kareem Aburashed,
Detroit Country Day

Vitals: C, senior, 6-foot-9, 210 pounds.
Stats: Averaged 17 points and 9.2 re-
bounds.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: Committed to Ma-
comb Community College.

Coach Mark Bray: “Kareem worked so
hard to develop into one of the best
players in the state. As a mobile and
active 6-foot-9 inside-out big man, very
few teams had an answer for him this
year. He impacted the game on both
ends of the floor. We are so proud that
he went from a player who was a defen-
sive liability as a sophomore to an es-
sential part of the reason our defense
held opponents to 51.5 points per game
while we averaged 63 points per game
on offense.” )
Folsom'’s take: Kareem is a special tal-
ent on the floor, only outmatched by his
leadership and love for the game. Yes,
he can dunk. Yes, he rebounds. Yes, he
has a strong jumper. But he also shows
up and supports both his teammates
and friends around the area. When he
wasn't in the gym working on his game,
he was in another gym cheering on his
buddies at rival schools.

Kenoly Jones, Livonia Stevenson

Vitals: PG, senior, 5-foot-11, 168
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 16.2 points, 3.2 re-
bounds and one steal. Shot 39.2% from
the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection.

College Interest: Holds an offer to
Schoolcraft Community College.

Coach Eoghann Stephens: “Kenoly has
led our team throughout the year of-

fensively. He has had some huge scor-
ing games, including a 45-point perfor-
mance against Brighton where he shot
62% from the field, including 57% from
the 3-point line. He has worked hard on
his game all year and is showing contin-
uous improvement. He is active on the
defensive end and will often take on the
assignment of playing defense on the
opposing team's toughest player.”
Folsom'’s take: I've never seen a better
player in the third quarter than Kenoly.
Seriously. If the NBA was drafting play-
ers who could play only in the third
quarter, he would be my No. 1 pick. He’d
routinely score 15 of his 20-something
points immediately after halftime. It's
almost like he guzzled Red Bulls during
the intermission.

Matt Gorskli, Northville

Vitals: SF, senior, 6-foot-2, 165 points.
Stats: Averaged 14 points and five re-
bounds. Shot 40% from the 3-point line
and 70% from the free-throw line.
Accolades: All-KLAA first team, named
team MVP and tabbed as one of
BCAM's Outstanding Senior Student-
Athletes.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Todd Sander: “Matt was a tre-
mendous workhorse for us all season.
He averaged almost 15 points a night,
despite always getting the attention of
the opponent’s best defenders. He had
a knack for making big shots in big
moments. He had a terrific career.”
Folsom's take: | saw a lot of the Mus-
tangs this past winter, about five or six
games, and Matt had maybe a 6-minute
stretch of a single quarter where he
wasn’t the most dominant player on the
floor. He's an absolute gamer who al-
ways shows up. He was usually the guy
who ignited Northville when it needed a
spark.

Coach
Phil Kurajian, Bloomfield Hills

Folsom's take: In just five years, Kura-
jian helped the Black Hawks go from the
outhouse to the penthouse in the OAA,
pushing them to back-to-back OAA-
White championships. That's incredibly
impressive given Bloomfield Hills is still
basically a brand new school. He's de-
veloped guys who would've been role
players on other teams into absolute
game-changers. It's a shame he
stepped down from coaching following
this past season. He will be missed,
especially by this sportswriter.

Third Team

Coach - Jimmy Reddy, Canton

C - Lee Hardy, junior, North Farmington
C - Chibi Anwunah, senior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

PF/C - Carson Brodsky, senior, Bloom-
field Hills

PF/C - Sam Barnhart, senior, Northville
PF - Dante Favor, junior, Canton

PF - Kelvin Amoako, junior, Plymouth
PF - Ashton Wheeler, senior, Salem

PG - Jonathan Johnson, senior, Bloom-
field Hills Roeper

PG - Lake Mcintosh, senior, Canton

PG - Julian Scott, senior, Detroit Coun-
try Day

PG - Dylan Stadler, senior, Livonia Clar-
enceville

PG - Paul Davenport, senior, Lutheran
Westland

PG - Landon Williams, sophomore,
North Farmington

PG - Danny Groechel, senior, Novi

PG - Jace Petree, freshman, Plymouth
PG - Jordan Scott, junior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

PG - Logan Doty, senior, South Lyon
SF/PF - Xavier Thomas, junior, Brother
Rice

SF/PF - Tawayne Campbell Jr., senior,
Canton Prep

SF/PF - Sam Lewis, junior, Milford

SF - Quinton Steele, senior, Birmingham
Groves

SF - Ben Canty, senior, Bloomfield Hills
SF - Derrick (DJ) Lee, junior, Bloomfield
Hills

SF - Kam Mayes, senior, Detroit Catholic
Central - .

SF - Robert Grant, senior, Garden City
SG/PG - Tyler Spratt, sophomore, North
Farmington ' ;

SG - Henry Garrity, junior, Brother Rice
SG - Te'John McGowan, junior, Novi

SG - Nate Pierson, junior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

SG - Adam Jagacki, senior, South Lyon
East

Honorable Mention

Coach - Matt Windle, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy

C - Jake McGlynn, senior, Livonia Frank-
lin

C - Drew Brizard, sophomore, Northville
Unified

PF - John Kersh, junior, Cranbrook

PF/C - Aaron Rice, senior, North Far-
mington

PF = Lucas Young, junior, Livonia Ste-
venson

PF - Keith Wright, senior, Wayne Memo-
rial

PF - Andrew Turnquist, junior, White

Lake Lakeland

PF - Caleb Zurek, senior, White Lake
Lakeland

PG - Julian Manna, senior, Bloomfield
Hills

PG - Monte Paulateer, senior, Bloom-
field Hills Unified

PG - Caleb Williams, sophomore, Can-
ton

PG - Jalen Silver, senior, Farmington
PG - Eric Hobson, junior, Livonia Franklin
PG - Jason Stewart Jr, senior, Plymouth
PG - Evan Southerland, sophomore,
Plymouth Christian Academy

PG - Jaylen Provost, senior, Redford
Union

PG - Denim Ray-Barrow, senior, Redford
Union

PG - Pryor Reynolds, junior, Salem

PG - Jordan Williams, sophomore,
Westland John Glenn

SF - A’'Mareon Jackson, senior, Livonia
Churchill

SF - Mark Stein, sophomore, Livonia
Stevenson

SF - Lucas Theriault, senior, Milford

SF - Jake Fannon, junior, South Lyon
East

SF - Christian Fontaine, sophomore,
Lutheran Westland

SG - Brandon McCaskill, senior, Cran-
brook

SG - TJ Nadeau, sophomore, Detroit
Catholic Central

SG - Nick Sanders, senior, Detroit Coun-
try Day

SG - Carlos Adamson, sophomore,
Northville

SG - Jailyn Evans, senior, Redford Thur-
ston

SG - Kahlil Bedford, senior, Redford
Thurston

Special Mention

Coach - Rick Palmer, Brother Rice
Coach - Todd Sander, Northville

C - Bashir Jallow, senior, Farmington

C - Max Peters, senior, South Lyon
PF/C - Keithan Gilmore, sophomore,
Brother Rice

PF - Hunter Baldwin, senior, Birming-
ham Seaholm

PF - Devon Pettus, sophomore, Canton
PF - Josh Ross, junior, junior Detroit
Catholic Central

PF - Tony Tolbert, junior, Farmington
PF - Cole Shires, junior, Novi

PF - Cam Weller, junior, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy

PF - Jabari Gaines, senior, Redford
Union

PG - Aaron DuBose, senior, Birmingham
Groves

PG - CJ Jackson, junior, Bloomfield Hills
PG - Ahmad Taylor, junior, Bloomfield
Hills

PG - Warren Marshall, sophomore,
Brother Rice

PG - Evan Evans, junior, Cranbrook

PG - Kevin Wendt, senior, Detroit
Catholic Central

PG - Dante Davidson, senior, Livonia
Franklin

PG - Radu lacoban, senior, Livonia Ste-
venson

PG - Dwayne Ray, junior, North Farming-
ton

PG - Cullen Foley, junior, Northville

PG - Blake Ellison, senior, Novi

PG - Michael Myles, sophomore, Red-
ford Union

PG - Amar’e Slaughter-Taylor, sopho-
more, Redford Union

PG - Caleb Gash, junior, South Lyon East
PG - Andrew Platt, senior, White Lake
Lakeland

SF - John Chinonis, senior, Birmingham
Seaholm

SF - Nick Kelley, junior, Birmingham
Seaholm

SF - Tommy Labruzzy, senior, Brother
Rice

SF - Jaden Williams, senior, Canton

SF - Omar Suleiman, junior, Canton

SF - Benjamin McCaskill, senior, Cran-
brook

SF - Brady Hewer, senior, Detroit Catho-
lic Central

SF - Jace Abrahans, senior, Livonia
Stevenson

SF - Matt Mrozinski, senior, Milford

SF - Luke Aurilia, junior, Novi

SF - Cameron leliams, junior, Redford
Thurston ;

SF - Jailin Clark, sophomote, Westland
John Glenn

SF/SG - Bryce Garbacz, junior, Plymouth
SG - Jordan Holman, senior, Bloomfield
Hills

SG - Luke Ammori, senior, Detroit Coun-
try Day

SG - Chris Boyd, junior, Farmington

SG - Jack Schwesing, junior, Livonia
Churchill

SG - Jared Frazier, senior, North Far-
mington

SG - Amari Lee, senior, North Farming-
ton

SG - Ryan Peters, sophomore, Salem
SG - Travon Steverson, senior, Wayne
Memorial

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandony.
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Stats: Averaged 11 points and three
assists.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.

College Interest: Already being
recruited by mid-major Division I bas-
ketball programs.

Julian Scott, Detroit Country Day

Vitals: PG, senior, 6-foot-2.

Stats: Averaged 15.8 points, 5.8 re-
bounds, 4.5 assists and 3.1 steals.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: Holds an offer from
Albion College, among other college in-
terest.

Dylan Stadler, Livonia Clarence-
ville

Vitals:
pounds.

Stats: Averaged M4 points, six assists,
four steals and seven rebounds.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team and
named Team MVP.

College Interest: Holds offers from
Albion College, School Craft College and
Cuyahoga Community College (Ohio).

Kenoly Jones, Livonia Stevenson

Vitals: PG, senior, 5-foot-1l, 168
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 16.2 points, 3.2 re-
bounds and one steal. Shot 39.2% from
the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection.

College Interest: Holds an offer to
Schoolcraft Community College.

Paul Davenport, Lutheran West-
land

Vitals: PG, senior, 5-foot-6.

Stats: Totaled 342 points, 71 re-
bounds, 56 steals and 113 assists.

Accolades: All-MIAC dream team,
All-MIAC-RED first team and league
MVP. Also named MIAC MVP for foot-
ball in the fall.

College Interest: N/A.

Landon Williams, North Farming-
ton

Vitals: PG, sophomore, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Averaged seven points, three
rebounds and three assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red selection.

College Interest: N/A.

Danny Groechel, Novi

Vitals: PG, senior, 6-foot, 145 pounds.

Stats: Averaged 9.9 points, 4.0 re-
bounds, 3.5 assists and 15 steals. Shot
45.1% from the floor and 33.3% from the
3-point line. Scored a career-best 27

PG, senior, 6-foot-4, 190
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North Farmington's Ryan Hurst dribbles during a showcase boys basketball game
against Westland John Glenn on Dec. 18. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

points vs. Salem.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team,
third-year player, team captain and held
a 3.8 GPA as a National Honor Society
student.

College Interest: N/A.

Jace Petree, Plymouth

Vitals: PG, freshman, 6-foot-3, 155
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 1.2 points and shot
72% from the free-throw line.

Accolades: All-KLAA  honorable
mention.

College Interest: N/A.

Jordan Scott, Plymouth Christian
Academy

Vitals:
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 24 points, 7.5 re-
bounds and 5.5 assists.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team, All-
MIAC dream team and named MIAC
MVP.

College Interest: Being recruited by
Division I and II colleges.

Pryor Reynolds, Salem

PG, junior, 6-foot-2, 170
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Vitals: PG, junior, 6-foot, 140 pounds.

Stats: Averaged 10.2 points, 2.8 as-
sists and two steals.

Accolades: All-KLAA honorable
mention.

College Interest: N/A.

Shooting guard candidates

Noah Adamczyk, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: SG, junior, 5-foot-1L

Stats: Averaged 22 points, four as-
sists and four steals.

Accolades: All-OAA-White selection
and a captain as only a junior.

College Interest: Being recruited by
Division I and II schools.

Henry Garrity, Brother Rice
Vitals: SG, junior, 6-foot-4, 205
pounds.

Stats: Averaged seven points and 3.7
rebounds. Carried a 3-1 assist-to-tumn-
over ratio and shot 40% from the 3-
point line.

Accolades: All-CHSL second team
selection.
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College Interest: Holds offers to play
football from Army, Eastern Michigan,
Illinois State, Navy and UConn.

Cole Vickers, Canton

Vitals: SG/SF, senior, 6-foot-4, 175
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 18.1 points, 5.3 re
bounds, 3.2 assists and 1.6 steals. Shot
47% from the floor, 40% from the 3
point line and 81% from the free-throw
line

Accolades: All-KLAA first team and
third-year player. Scored a career-best
30 points vs. Detroit Renaissance

College Interest: Signed with Ferris
State

TJ Nadeau, Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral

Vitals: SG, sophomore, 6-foot-5, 185
pounds.

Stats: Average 13.5 points and five re
bounds.

Accolades: Two-time All-CHSL se-
lection.

College Interest: Already being
recruited by mid-major Division I pro
grams.

Luke Ammori, Detroit Country Day

Vitals: SG, senior, 6-foot, 205
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 9.3 points, 5.6 re-
bounds and three assists.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Nick Sanders, Detroit Country Day

Vitals: SG, senior, 5-foot-10.

Stats: Averaged 8.8 points and three
rebounds.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Tyler Spratt, North Farmington

Vitals: SG/PG, sophomore, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Averaged nine points, five re
bounds and two assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red selection.

College Interest: N/A.

Carlos Adamson, Northville

Vitals: SG, sophomore, 6-foot, 150
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 14 points late in the
season and three assists. Shot 35% from
the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-KLAA honorable
mention and named team’'s Most Im-
proved Player.

College Interest: N/A.

Te’John McGowan, Novi

Vitals: SG, junior, 5-foot-9,
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 14.9 points, 2.8 re
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bounds, 1.7 assists and 2.7 steals.l Shot
40.6% from the floor. Scored a career-
best 25 points vs. Canton.
Accolades: All-KLAA honorable
mention and second-year player.
College Interest: N/A.

Nate Pierson, Plymouth Christian
Academy

Vitals: SG, junior, 5-foot-10, 155
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 20 points and shot
40% from the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team and
All-MIAC dream team. Scored a school-
record 45 points in a single game.

College Interest: N/A.

Adam Jagacki, South Lyon East

Vitals: SG, senior, 6-foot-2, 185
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 14.5 points, 10 re-
bounds, two steals and two assists.

Accolades: All-LVC selection. Carried
a 3.7 GPA.

College Interest: N/A.

Small forward candidates

Ben Canty, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: SF, senior, 6-foot-5.

Stats: Averaged seven points, seven
rebounds and two blocks.

Accolades: All-OAA-White selection.

College Interest: Committed to Ma-
comb Community College.

Derrick (DJ) Lee, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: SF, junior, 6-foot-4.

Stats: Averaged nine points, four re-
bounds and two assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-White honor-
able mention.

College Interest: N/A.

Curtis Williams, Brother Rice

Vitals: SF, junior, 6-foot-5, 200
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 15.3 points and 6.9
rebounds.

Accolades: All-CHSL first team.

College Interest: Currently holds nine
Division I offers.

Tawayne Campbell Jr., Canton Prep

Vitals: SF/PF, senior, 6-foot-2, 208
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 16 points, three re-
bounds and 1.5 steals.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Kam Mayes, Detroit Catholic Cen-
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tral

Vitals: SF, senior, 6-foot-5, 190
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 13 points and seven
rebounds. Shot 62% from the floor.

Accolades: All-CHSL selection and
third-year varsity player.

College Interest: Uncommitted but
receiving Division II and 11l interest.

Robert Grant, Garden City
Vitals: SF, senior, 6-foot-l, 170
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 20.1 points, 8.2 re-
bounds, 1.2 steals and 0.9 assists.

Accolades: All-WWAC selection.

College Interest: N/A.

Christian Fontaine,
Westland

Vitals: SF/SG, sophomore, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Totaled 337 points, 81 re-
bounds, 31 assists, 30 steals and 13
blocks.

Accolades: All-MIAC dream team
and All-MIAC-Red first team. Scored
seven 3-pointers against Lutheran
Northwest.

College Interest: N/A.

Ryan Hurst, North Farmington

Vitals: SF/SG, junior, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Averaged 23 points, six re-
bounds and two assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red selection
and named Hometown Life’s Player of
the Year.

College Interest: Holds an offer from
Miami (Ohio) and is being recruited by
Division I colleges.

Lutheran

Matt Gorski, Northville
Vitals: SF, senior, 6-foot-2, 165
points.

Stats: Averaged 14 points and five re-
bounds. Shot 40% from the 3-point line
and 70% from the free-throw line.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team,
named team MVP and tabbed as one of
BCAM'’s Outstanding Senior Student-
Athletes.

College Interest: N/A.

Jake Fannon, South Lyon East

Vitals: SF, junior, 6-foot-2, 165
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 13 points and six re-
bounds.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Power forward candidates

Xavier Thomas, Brother Rice

Vitals: PF/SF, junior, 6-foot-4, 235
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 13.7 points, 5.8 re-
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bounds and 3.2 assists.

Accolades: All-CHSL selection.

College Interest: Holds offers from
Central Michigan, Tennesee State and
Toledo.

Dante Favor, Canton

Vitals: PF, junior, 6-foot-7, 190
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 9.8 points, 8.4 re-
bounds and 17 blocks. Shot 59% from
the floor.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team.

College Interest: N/A.

Cooper Craggs, Detroit Catholic
Central

Vitals: PF, senior, 6-foot-8, 220
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 14.7 points, eight re-
bounds and two blocks. .

Accolades: Three-time All-CHSL first
team, fourth-year player and two-year
captain.

College Interest: Signed with Oak-
land University.

Lucas Young, Livonia Stevenson

Vitals: PF, junior, 6-foot-3, 190
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 7.2 points, 5.2 re-
bounds, 17 assists and 1.4 steals. Shot
41.5% from the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection.

College Interest: N/A.

Sam Lewis, Milford

Vitals: PF/SF, junior, 6-foot-5.

Stats: Averaged 18.6 points, six re-
bounds and three assists. Shot 43%
from the floor and 76% from the free-
throw line. Made 49 3-pointers.

Accolades: All-LVC selection and
named team MVP. Tied school record for
most 3s in a game (seven) and finished
third for most points scored in a single
season (390) and fifth for most 3s in a
single season (48).

College Interest: Being recruited by
Division III and NAIA programs.

Aaron Rice, North Farmington
Vitals: PF/C, senior, 6-foot-5, 190
pounds.

Stats: Averaged two points, five re-
bounds and two assists.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red honorable
mention.

College Interest: Signed with Eastern
Illinois for football.

Kelvin Amoako, Plymouth
Vitals: PF, junior, 6-foot-8, 225
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 10.2 points, 7.8 re-
bounds and 12 blocks. Shot 58% from
the floor.

Accolades: All-KLLAA first team.

College Interest: N/A.

Ashton Wheeler, Salem

Vitals: PF, senior, 6-foot-5, 185
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 13.8 points and 8.5
rebounds.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team,
third-year player and named team MVP.

College Interest: N/A.

Center candidates

Carson Brodsky, Bloomfield Hills

Vitals: PF/C, senior, 6-foot-7.

Stats: Averaged eight points, eight
rebounds, three assists and one block.

Accolades: All-OAA-White selection.

College Interest: Holds offers from
Albion College, Alma College and Kala-
mazoo College.

Keithan Gilmore, Brother Rice

Vitals: C/PF, sophomore, 6-foot-5,
200 pounds.

Stats: Averaged six points and five
rebounds. Shot 56% from the field.

Accolades: N/A. Missed time be-
cause of injury.

College Interest: N/A.

Kareem Aburashed, Detroit Coun-
try Day

Vitals: C, senior, 6-foot-9, 210
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 17 points and 9.2 re-
bounds.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: Signed with Ma-
comb Community College.

Lee Hardy, North Farmington

Vitals: C, junior, 6-foot-6, 195 pounds.

Stats: Averaged seven points, six re-
bounds and one block.

Accolades: All-OAA-Red honorable
mention.

College Interest: N/A.

Sam Barnhart, Northville

Vitals: C/PF, senior, 6-foot-5, 205
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 7.5 points and six re-
bounds. Shot 60% inside the arc and
32% from the 3-point line.

Accolades: All-KLAA first team.

College Interest: N/A.

Chibi Anwunah, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy

Vitals: C, senior, 6-foot-8, 235
pounds.

Stats: Averaged 9.4 points, 10.2 re-
bounds and 2.5 blocks.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team and
All-MIAC dream team.

College Interest: Signed with Michi-
gan for football.
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Fowler’s Avery Koenigsknecht, right, passes the ball as Plymouth Christian’s Anna Fernandez closes in during
the Division 4 state final March 19 at the Breslin Center in East Lansing. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

PCA four-year starter finally wins in playofls

Anna Fernandez named
Hometown Life Player of the Year

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Imagine being a four-year starter for a girls basket-
ball team that has a strong foundation and plenty of
talent.

It'd be a career chock-full of deep playoff runs, dis-
trict and regional championship celebrations and op-
portunities to face some of the toughest opponents
around Michigan.

That was not the case for Anna Fernandez.

Entering this past season, the senior had won one
playoff game in three seasons — a 63-15 victory over
Ann Arbor Central Academy in the 2020 district open-

Charisse Faye
Spencer

MILFORD - Charisse
Faye Spencer of Mil-
ford, MI, died in the
late hours of Wednes-
day, April 6, 2022. She
was 66 years old.

Charisse is survived
by her loving husband
of 36 years, Samuel
Spencer Jr.; her sisters,
Dianna Garant, Rox-
anne Smith and Bet-
sy (Jack) Esckelson;
nephéws, Jeremiah
Smith, Bobby Esckel-
son and Michael Wil-
liams; nieces, Shannon,
Hanchett and Michelle
Blackburn as well as
many dear friends and
extended family mem-
bers.

She is preceded in
death by her parents,
Leonard and Beulah
(nee. Irish) Garant;
her brother, Michael
Garant, and her sister,
Linda Garant.

Funeral Services took
place at Lynch & Sons
Funeral Home, 404 E.
Liberty St., Milford,
on Tuesday, April 12,
2022, with Pastor Ste-
ven Swayze officiating.
She was laid to rest in
Oak Grove Cemetery.

er. The Eagles proceeded to get stomped in the district
final by Adrian Lenawee Christian, a favorite to repeat
as the state champions had the COVID-19 pandemic
not forced the Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion to cancel all sports two weeks into the postseason.

Halfway through her senior year, Fernandez
reached the 1,000-point milestone for points scored in
a single season, doing so with only four playoff games
on her resume. Think about that for a second. Most
1,000-point scorers get to play three or four playoff
games a season. She reached that career mark with
fewer opportunities.

But no accolades — scoring 1,000 points, making
the Michigan Independent Athletic Conference’s
dream team and leading the Eagles to a 14-6 regular
season record — really mattered once the postseason
started.

Fernandez needed to leave her mark on the program
by winning some one-and-done games.

And so she and the Eagles did just that.

They won back-to-back games to open the playoffs
and win a district title.

And then they knocked off league foes Southfield
Christian and Allen Park Inter-City Baptist to win a re-
gional championship. That included a 45-39 overtime
thriller against Inter-City Baptist, the Eagles’ biggest
rivals.

From there, they beat Genesee Christianin the state
quarterfinal, punching their ticket to play in the final
four at Michigan State’s Breslin Center.

Wait, what? This small Division 4 private school
that hadn’t won anything throughout Fernandez'’s ca-
reer was going to play for a shot at winning a state
championship?

Yep, that’s exactly what happened.

They had no trouble taking down Lenawee Chris-
tian in the state semifinal, which meant it'd get to re-
match Fowler in the state final. Fowler had beaten Ply-
mouth Christian handily during a mid-season show-
case matinee at Little Caesars Arena, home of the De-
troit Pistons, in January.

And, yeah, Fowler wound up beating Plymouth
Christian again thanks to Ferris State signee Mia Riley
inspiring her team to a 61-46 victory, ensuring Fowler
would repeat as the state champs in D-4.

But so what?

Fernandez, the team’s lone senior, and her talented
supporting class of juniors had finally snapped the
curse. A legacy had been established. They went from
the basement to the penthouse and came very, very
close to winning a state championship, a feat that’ll
likely be talked about for many, many years to come in
Plymouth Christian’s gymnasium.

And for a turnaround like that, Hometown Life se-
lected Fernandez as its Player of the Year.

“It's incredible. It just feels like all of the hard work
I've been putting in, and the team has been putting in,
has paid off,” Fernandez said following her team's state
final game on March 19. “Especially after losing in dis-
tricts three times in a row. We were really motivated
this year, the whole season, to get after it, and I think
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Fernandez, left, shoots as Koenigsknecht defends.

we’ve put a lot of time and energy into this season. We
came up a little bit short, but I'm proud of this team.”

This past winter, the 5-foot-7 unsigned point guard
totaled 458 points, 164 rebounds, 90 assists and 91
steals.

She was the total package, earning All-MIAC first
team and dream team honors and even winning the
league’s MVP honor. She finished her career with 1,418
points.

But perhaps her greatest asset was her synergy with
her teammates. She knew when to drive to the hoopor
dish it out to the likes of Madison Yeager, Morganne
Houk or Hailey Maulbetsch for jumpers. She knew
where to catch an outlet pass and when to race down
the floor. She could read where to send teammates
passes on fastbreaks. She could rebound with the best
of them. She wasn't afraid to scrap for a loose ball on
the floor. Anything for her teammates.

She truly could do it all.

*She's been amazing,” said Houk, a junior. “She’s
been my point guard for the last three years. She’s led
us on the court, off the court and in the locker room.
She’s everything you want out of a leader. It's been a
heck of a season with her.”

And Houk was on to something there with, that
comment.

Fernandez's leadership can’t be outmatched.

She often dictated the energy in practice. And she
was always grateful for the coaches who put on the
practices. Coach Rod Windle’s favorite memory of Fer-
nandez was hearing her say thank-you after every
training session.

Fernandez's leadership often helped the team dur-
ing games, too.

“Most of the season, I'm not giving her directions,”
Windle said. “(I'd tell her), ‘It’s your team.”... It kind of
pays off a little bit. She’'d take on that responsibility
about what we're running, what we're in and what
we're doing next on offense. She’s done a great job exe-
cuting game plans and making the teammates around
her so much better.”

When most players lose the final games of their ca-
reer, plenty of crying ensues. It's an emotional thing.

Not for Fernandez. She soaked in the entire mo-
ment, enjoying being on that stage, in the game and
with her favorite people surrounding her.

Yeah, the Eagles had just lost to Fowler. But they
were getting a runner-up trophy.

And there she was on the Breslin's floor, posing for
pictures with both the trophy and her father, assistant
Norb Fernandez.

And during the postgame interview process, she
was all smiles, too.

It stunk losing. But she had realized what she and
her teammates had just accomplished.

“I definitely am (sad), but it’s, like, we made it this
far! There's a lot of good,” she said. “There’s some bad.
But there’s a lot of good that came out of this season,
so I'm focusing on that. I got to play with them (her
teammates), and my dad got to coach me. At the end of
the year, that puts everything in perspective.”

~ [,

Fernandez, left, Madison Yeager, center, and Morganne Houk celebrate after defeating Lenewee Christian.
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Hometown Life's
Player of the Year

PG Anna Fernandez,

Plymouth Christian Academy

Vitals: Senior, 5-foot-7.

Stats: Totaled 458 points, 164 re-
bounds, 90 assists, 91 steals and 11
blocks. Shot 49% from the floor and
19% from 3.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team, All-
MIAC Dream Team, MIAC MVP and end-
ed career with 1,418 points as a four-
year starter.

College Interest: Uncommitted.

Coach Rod Windle: “She is our floor
leader who runs the offense at the
point guard position. She steps up in
the biggest games to score the basket-
ball. She has a thankful attitude toward
her coaches at each and every prac-
tice.”

Hometown Life All-Area teams
First Team

PF Juliana Imbuzeiro, Northville
(15,857 votes)

Vitals: Senior, 5-foot-9.

Stats: Averaged 7.2 points and 4.3
rebounds. Led the Mustangs in blocks
and was second in scoring.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection, fourth-
year varsity player and co-captain.
College Interest: Signed with Nova
Southeastern (Florida) for volleyball.
Coach Todd Gudith: “She has the
strength to play inside but can step out
and knock down the 3. Juliana’s big-
time leaping ability made her a force on
defense as she applied her volleyball
skills to the basketball court.”

C/PF Mckenzie Swanson,

Bloomfield Hills Marian (3,315 votes)
Vitals: Sophomore, 6-foot-3.

Stats: Despite missing time with injury,
averaged 13 points, 9.1 rebounds and
2.0 steals. Totaled 169 points and shot
48% from the floor.

Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Mary Cicerone: N/A.

SF Shahd Bakkar,

Salem (8,737 votes)

Vitals: Junior, 5-foot-5.

Stats: Averaged seven points, Six
steals, four assists and three steals. Led
the Rocks in assists, rebounds and
steals.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection.
College Interest: Being recruited by
Division Ill, NAIA and JUCO schools.
Coach Rod Wells: “Shahd made great
strides during the season. She con-
trolled the tempo/flow for our offense.
Great rebounder for her size. All about
the team.”

SG Jaidyn Elam, Detroit Country Day
(4,610 votes)

Vitals: Sophomore, 5-foot-11.

Stats: Averaged 14.5 points, 7.2 re-
bounds and 3.4 steals.

Accolades: Division 2 AP All-State hon-
orable mention.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Jerica Williams: “Jaidyn's ability
to shoot the ball from 3 and drive and
finish makes her hard to guard. Her
length and height also allow her to
guard multiple positions. She rebounds
extremely well and because of her
guard skills, she can go the full length
of the court.”

PG Eve Tanaskoska, Northville (15,194
votes)

Vitals: Junior, 5-foot-7.

Stats: Averaged 7.3 points, 4.8 re-
bounds, 2.6 assists and 2.1 steals. Led
the Mustangs in scoring and charges
taken (14).

Accolades: All-KLAA selection and
third-year varsity player.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Todd Gudith: “The quarterback
of the team. She has become more of a
scoring threat this season and has a
high-basketball IQ. She gontinues to
get better each season and took a ma-
jor step forward this year. Defensively,
she is always in the right place at the
right time.”

Second Team

PF Hailey Maulbetsch, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy (11,847 votes)

Vitals: Junior, 5-foot-8.

Stats: Totaled 328 points, 130 re-
bounds, 61 steals and 13 blocks. Made
36 3s and shot 54% from the floor and
26% from 3. Scored in double-digits in
17 games.

Accolades: All-MIAC first team. On pace
to finish with more than 1,000 career
points.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Rod Windle: “Hailey is an out-
standing help defender who shrinks the
court against our opponents’ top scor-
ers. Hailey is a difference maker at both
ends of the court.”

C Mira Kelley, Milford (1,660 votes)

Vitals: Sophomore, 5-foot-11.

Stats: Averaged 6.9 points and 5.6
rebounds.

Accolades: All-LVC selection, All-LVC
Academic Team and named team’s
Rookie of the Year.

Coach Mike Jenkins: “Mira had a great
sophomore season, leading our team in
scoring and rebounding. She's an ath-
letic 5 (center) that dominated at times
in the paint. Huge potential in the com-
ing next two years.”

SF Ari’Yana Wiggins, Detroit Country
Day (4,634 votes)

Vitals: Freshman, 5-foot-8.

Stats: Averaged 10 points, six re-
bounds, 2.1 steals and 2.2 assists.
Accolades: N/A.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Jerica Williams: “A freshman
with a high IQ and immense versatility
with the ball, she does not play like a
freshman. Eerily similar to Ashley Owu-
su at Maryland, Wiggins can play the
1-5 with ease. Her ability to handle the
ball, distribute, rebound and score
make her a next-level threat that will be
a triple-double player before her senior
year.”

SG Penelope Creary, North Farmington
(1,152 votes)

Vitals: Junior.

Stats: Averaged 11.1 points, 3.3 steals
and 5.5 deflections.

Accolades: All-OAA-White selection.
College Interest: N/A.

Coach Jeff Simpson: “Penelope is a
tenacious defender. She also has one of
the best first steps in attacking the
basket.”

PG Sofia Salinas, Bloomfield Hills
Roeper (10,882 votes)

Vitals: Freshman, 5-foot-4.

Stats: Averaged 14.5 points, 2.2 assists
and two steals.

Accolades: All-MIAC-Red first team.
College Interest: N/A.

Coach Andrea Collins: “Sofia is a young
but lionhearted guard. Truly a tough
kid. Salinas is a true leader on and off
the floor. The kid is fast as lighting and
can not only create and see the floor
well for her team she is also our leading
scorer. Accepting such a big role as a
freshman is a hard task, and she came
in and delivered.”

Third Team

PF Erin Young, Livonia Franklin (1,987
votes)

Vitals: Senior, 5-foot-10.

Stats: Averaged 13.6 points, 5.7 re-
bounds and 2.5 blocks. Shot 43% from
the floor, 37% from 3 and 85% from the
free-throw line. Finished career with
850 points, 500 rebounds and 150
blocks.

Accolades: Three-time All-KLAA selec-
tion, fourth-year starter and third-year
captain. Carried a 3.8 GPA.

College Interest: Signed with Albion
College.

Coach John Santi: “Erin led us to our
best record (13-8) in over 10 years. She
is an excellent student, leader, scorer
(inside and outside) and outstanding
help-side defender.”

C Davai Matthews, Wayne Memorial
(40 votes)

Vitals: Senior, 6-foot-2.

Stats: Averaged 18.1 points and 12.3
rebounds.

Accolades: Two-time All-KLAA selec-
tion, McDonald’s All-American nominee,
the winningest player in Zebras’ history
(79-14 record) and made three trips to
the state final four.

College Interest: Signed with Long
Beach State (California).

Coach Jarvis Mitchell: “Great leader-
ship. She persevered through two ACL
surgeries.”

SF Anna Lassan, South Lyon East
Vitals: Sophomore, 5-foot-10.

Stats: Averaged 12.4 points, 6.2 re-
bounds, 2.1 steals and 2.4 assists.
Accolades: All-LVC selection.

College Interest: Holds an offer from
Wayne State.

Coach Rob Leadley: “Anna is a hard-
working, fundamentally sound player
who is a threat inside and outside. She
is a physical, aggressive player who can
score in the low post and step out and
hit the 3."

SG Rachel Balhorn, Livonia Churchill
(773 votes)

Vitals: Freshman.

Stats: Scored over 200 points and led
the Chargers in scoring, rebounds and
steals. Had a season-best 28 points in
one game.

Accolades: All-KLAA selection.
College Interest: N/A.

Coach K'Len Morris: Nomination form
not returned before deadline.

PG Diavian (Dee) Robinson, Livonia
Clarenceville (3,943 votes)

Vitals: Freshman, 5-foot-3,

Stats: Averaged 14 points, four assists,
five steals and three rebounds. First girl
to score 300 points in a season.
Accolades: All-MIAC-Red, All-MIAC
Dream Team, voted team MVP and Best

NNNR
NNNR)

o
Country Day's Ariyanna Wiggins, who made Hometown Life's all-area girls
Second Team, puts up a basket against Waterford Our Lady of the Lakes.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Offensive Player and led the Trojans to
school’s first district title.

College Interest: N/A.

Coach Kristen Alsheskie: “Dee is one of
the most unselfish point guards that |
have had the pleasure of coaching. She
is constantly looking for her teammates
on the court, and she does an excellent
job of controlling the tempo throughout
the game. Dee is also someone | can
count on to lock down on defense.”

Honorable Mention

PF - Maggie Liebler, Birmingham Sea-
holm

PF - Maya White, Farmington Hills Mercy
PF - Meghan McCarthy, Plymouth

PF - Summer Ambler, White Lake Lake-
land

C - Scarlett Webster, Livonia Stevenson
C - Caroline McGuire, Lutheran West-
land

SF - Sarah Cunningham, Farmington
Hills Mercy

SF - Madison Yeager, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy

SF - Hailey Baumann, Wixom St. Cather-
ine

SG - Kaitlyn Sanders, Birmingham

Your
Invitation to

Brighton
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Groves

SG - Samantha Maday, Novi

SG - Morgan Miller, Plymouth

SG - Morganne Houk, Plymouth Chris-
tian Academy

SG - Ella Kruschka, South Lyon East
SG - Paris Bass, Wayne Memorial

PG - Katie Sullivan, Birmingham Sea-
holm

PG - Anna Herberholz, Bloomfield Hills
Marian

PG - Emma Arico, Detroit Country Day
PG - Aysia Yokely, Detroit Country Day
PG - Sophie Dugas, Farmington Hills
Mercy

PG - Siena McNitt, Garden City

PG - Kalin Bates, Livonia Franklin

PG - Sela Lefler, North Farmington

PG - Shamya Reid, Redford Westfield
Prep

PG - Taylor Anderson, South Lyon East
PG - Molly Libby, White Lake Lakeland
PG - Rachel Luomala, Wixom St. Cather-
ine

PG - Colleena Bryant, Wayne Memorial
Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLER

WELL-
PREMIER CROSSWORDY/ By Frank A. Longo DEFINED
ACROSS 48 Stray calf 113 120-Across 8 Burial vaults 49 The Beatles' 86 The “E”
1 Ran after 49 120-Across #8 9 Poet Percy “— Work of UAE
8 — oil (trendy nd 116 Male sweetie — Shelley it Out” 87 Overturns
marijuana 55 Plead 117 Day. to 10 — Moines, 50 Tequila plant 88 Singer
extract, 56 Cabinet chief: Juanita lowa 51 Sacred Sumac
for short) Abbr. 118 Totally lost 11 One-off, as a image 89 Word before
110d TV ET §7 Muse of 118 Bruins' Bobby committee 52 Big Apple goblin
14 Feudal peons poetry 120 What this 12 Lemer's address abbr. 90 Employed
19 More ill-bred 58 Mimosa puzzle songwriting §3 Sch. near the 91 — bad
20 Loaf in a deli tree, e.g. literally partner Rio Grande example
21 Paime — 62 “"Put — provides 13 Skillet 54 Axes, e.g. 92 Split
(Cannes Happy Face” eight times 14 lik 55 Scrooge's 93 Ritalin treats
award) 64 DiCaprio of 124 Wee 15 Grand-scale outbursts it, for short
22 *La Traviata,” “Titanic” 125 Hitter's stat 16 Give new 59 U.S. spy org. 98 Science
eg 70 120-Across 128 Single-named energy to 60 Fluid in writer Willy or
23 120-Across 45 R&B singer 17 Region a pen ESPN anchor
# 75 More furtive 127 Erase prohibiting 61 Anxiousness Bob
25 “Over here!” 76 Possess 128 Some slavery prior 63 In times 99 Urge strongly
26 Sieved, as 77 Gets the Canadian to the Civil past 101 Kind of steak
potatoes impression gas stations War 65 Scot's denial 102 Like some
27 Folk rocker 78 Core belief 129 Tot's “piggy” 18 Made 66 Novelist headsets
DiFranco 81 Light tan 130 Bible unhappy Rand 104 Chemist's 1"
28 Drink holders 84 Groom's vow translation, 24 —-Puf (facial 67 Vamish stuff 105 Brief pang
29 120-Across 85 120-Across e.g.: Abbr. sponge) 68 “Judge — 108 For a really
#2 #6 131 Lobby sofas 29 Really hate (Stallone film) long time
31 120-Across 94 “Take — 30 Suffix with 69 — buco 109 Muscle car
#3 (“Jot this DOWN serpent 71 Artist Jan booster
36 Sutfix of note”) 1The Sims or 32 Resist boldly vander — 110 Macabre
enzymes 95 Water spigots Minecraft, 33 Singer Lisa 72 “Nola” 111 Interval
37 Don 96 Extort money say 34 City in Sicily composer 112 Is really
effortiessly, from 2 Muse of 35 Once, once Felix angry
as shoes 97 Fit to astronomy 40 Word file 73 Actor Wilson 114 Lotto variant
38 Toxin-fighting reside in 3 Fast part of a alternative 74 How much 115 Deposits,
fluids 100 Architect river ride 41 — polloi ‘90s music as eggs
39 Functional Saarinen 4 Gowt. stipend 43 Syringe was recorded 120 License-
unit of a 103 Island near § Adm.’s org. amts. 79 LAX info issuing agcy.
kidney Bora Bora 6 Brain wave 44 Stretch (out) 80 High-quality 121 Palindromic
42 Wield a 107 Rage test: Abbr. 48 — Lingus 82 CSA soldier file suffix
saber or foil 108 120-Across 7 Harry Potter (Insh camer) 83 Web address 122 Fitting
45 Sky twinkler #7 bully Malfoy 47 Writer Dahl 85 Certify 123 Cashew, e.g.
T ]2 ":T“ 4 15 6 [7 8 |9 |0 11 12 13 | 14 15 [16 [17 [18
19 } 120
23
27
31

65

67 |68 (69

72 73
| 76
‘ 79 |80 81
90
97 = 100
07| |
113
118 120
124 126
128 130
#2,087 Average time of solution: 67 minutes

(517) 702-4247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Comer, contact Steve McClellan at
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Here's How It Works

Sudoku puzzies are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken imto nine 3x3 boxes. To soive a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in

which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes.
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets 1o soive the puzzie!
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SELL YOUR CAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB

FIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOAT

FIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN

Check out the classified section everyday
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APRIL 29-MAY 1
ALL750 ML BOTTLES OF

WHEN 90U BUY ¢ OR MORE BOTTLES

ORDER Al




