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Novi schools investigating student complaint

Incident involved ‘interaction with a board member’

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi Community School District is
investigating a complaint made by a
student against a member of its board of
education.

Cereal box
dominoes a
hit with Kurtz
fifth-graders

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Can't find the cereal you want on the
shelves at the grocery?

You could likely find it in the halls of
Kurtz Elementary in Milford.

Colorful boxes of cereal, 616 of them
all vertically spaced, lined the school's
hallway as fifth graders, teachers, and
parents milled about, careful not to
knock them over as excitement built.

The kids held their breath and
watched, ready for the school’s mas-
cot, Paws the Cougatr, to set off the Ce-
real Box Domino Challenge — the cul-
mination of a lesson in not only math
and physics, but in empathy and kind-
ness.

“We wanted to do something to
support the community and this was
something simple,” Michelle Lauzon,
Kurtz PTA president said. “The fifth
graders haven’t had a lot of special
things the last couple years... This is a
pretty popular trend and shows that
one small action has a domino effect in
helping others.”

The entire school community par-
ticipated in collecting boxes of cereal
that ultimately will be donated to the
Community Sharing food pantry,
which serves families in need in the
Huron Valley School District.

With some guidance from fifth
grade teachers Rustin Phillips and De-
na Spurlock, the kids used problem-
solving and spatial skills to really
crunch the numbers.

“We got a lot more cereal than we
thought,” said Project Manager Sophie
Ralph, 1, whose preferred cereal is

See DOMINOES, Page 3A
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Calling it an effort to “provide trans-
parency,” Board President Danielle Rus-
kin made a 1-minute statement at the
conclusion of a more than 3-hour April
21 school board meeting.

“The Novi Community School Dis-
trict, the board of education, the board

or the district recently became aware of
a complaint made by a district student
regarding an interaction with a board
member,” Ruskin said. “The board’s re-
sponsibility is to investigate this com-
plaint and take the appropriate action.
As the board president, 1 have been
working with the board’s legal counsel
as a third party investigator gathers in-

formation and makes recommenda-
tions to resolve the situation.”

Details of the accusation were not re-
leased.

Nearly two months ago, during a reg-
ular March 3 board of education meet-
ing, the board hired the Allen Law Group

See COMPLAINT, Page 3A
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Two of the leads for Northville High's production of “High School Musical” rehearse April 20. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Northville High ‘jocks’ save
the day for first play since 2019

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A heavy dose of unscripted, Broad-
way-level drama unfolded during the
early stages of auditions for the North-
ville High School Drama Club’s pro-
duction of Disney’s “High School Mu-
sical,” the club's first performance
since spring 2019 due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
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Seconds after senior Braeden Court-
ney — an accomplished football player
and complete stranger to the world of
theater — entered the auditorium for his
audition, he pivoted and headed toward
the exit.

“Once I saw all the dancing on stage,
the sign-up table, everything that was
involved, 1 was intimidated,” Courtney
said. “I was like, ‘This is not for me."”

With the survival of the play poten-
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tially hanging in the balance, director
Christina Johnson spotted Courtney be-
fore he disappeared into the hallway.

“l heard Ms. Johnson say, ‘Whoa,
whoa, whoa, curly boy, get back in
here,’ " said Courtney, who has almost-
shoulder-length curly hair.

* He not only followed the director’s di-
rections, but earned the male lead role,

See PLAY, Page.3A
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AUGUST PRIMARY ELECTIONS

(NR)

South Lyon ballot takes shape

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Voters in the South Lyon area will see
some newly-numbered districts as well
as new names and some familiar ones
on the August primary ballot vying to
represent them.

The filing deadline was April 19.

Most incumbents are unchallenged
within their party and won't be tested
until November with a few notable ex-
ceptions.

Brighton resident Lana Theis, state
senator representing the 22nd District
since 2019, will be up against fellow Re-
publican Mike Detmer of Howell in the
August primary. Detmer ran for Con-
gress in 2020.

Either Theis or Detmer will go up
against Democrat Jordan Genso of
Brighton in November. The 22nd Dis-
trict represents all of Livingston County,
as well as parts of Ingham, Genesee and
northwest Oakland counties.

One Republican incumbent who will
be unchallenged until November is 23rd
District State Sen. Jim Runestad of
White Lake.

Voters in August in the district that
includes South Lyon, Lyon and commu-
nities north like Milford, Highland, Wa-
terford and Clarkston will choose from
one of two Democrats to face him: Una
Hepburn of Davisburg or Michael J.
Wiese of Commerce.

Runestad

Breen

In Senate District 14, which includes
Salem Township, along with most of the
north and west parts of Washtenaw
County and most of Jackson County,
Republican Tim Golding of Jackson is
unopposed in the primary election and
will face the winner of the Democratic
August primary in November. Those
candidates are Val Cochran Toops of
Michigan Center, Sue Shink of Ann Ar-
bor and Kelsey Wood of Jackson.

In the state House of Representa-
tives, the 49th District includes Green
Oak Township and New Hudson, as well
as Wixom, Walled Lake, Brighton and
the northwest corner of Novi. Vying to
represent the district is Incumbent Re-
publican Ann Bollin of Brighton who
will be challenged in August by fellow
Republican Chase Turner, also of Brigh-
ton.

The winner of the primary will face
Brighton resident and Democrat Chris-
tina M. Kafkakis in November.

For the state House District 23 seat,
which encompasses western Northville
and Plymouth, South Lyon, Salem
Township and southern Lyon Town-

ship, as well as extend-
ing southwest into Ann

Slotkin

Arbor, Republican Rich- Runestad Maddock
ard Sharland faces
Democrat Jason Mor- =
o - Milf
Theis Incumbent Demo- M ord VOterS

crat state Rep. Kelly
Breen has no opposition from within
her own party for the seat representing
the 21st District.

However, two Republicans will face
off in the August primary to challenge
Breen in November: Daniel Lawless
and David Staudt. All three are Novi
residents and Breen and Staudt previ-
ously worked together on the Novi City
Council. Staudt continues to serve on
council as mayor pro-tem.

The district includes all but the
northwest comer of Novi, as well as
western Farmington Hills and eastern
Lyon Township.

Two Republicans will face off for a
shot at challenging Democrat Elissa
Slotkin for her U.S. Congress seat.

Tom Barrett of Lansing and Jake
Hagg of Holt are both vying to be the
next representative of the 7th District,
which includes South Lyon and Mil-
ford, as well as most of Livingston, In-
gham, Shiawassee, Clinton and Eaton
counties.

Slotkin, a Holly resident, is seeking
her third 2-year term as U.S. repre-
sentative.

Former Northville trustee files for state Senate

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Political newcomers as well as savvy
veterans are among City of Northville
and Northville Township residents who
filed for federal and state offices ahead
of April 19's 4 p.m. filing deadline.

Candidates have until then to rescind
their candidacy. These politicians made
the Tuesday deadline:

6th District U.S. House
of Representatives

First-time candidate Hima Kolanagi-

hometownlife.com

Observer 8 Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
Northville Record (USPS# 396880) is published
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 160 W Fort Street, Detroit, Ml 48226.
Periodicals postage is paid at Detroit, MiI and at
additional mailing offices

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer
Service, PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Phil Allmen, Content Strategist
Mobile: 248-396-3870
Email: pallmen@hometownlife.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @OEHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Home Delivery:

Customer Service: 866-887-2737
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps.com

Advertising Policy:

All advertising published in this newspaper is
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the
advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser's order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and
only publicatien of an ad constitutes acceptance
of the advertiser's order.

reddy of Northville will
run against Canton's
Whittney Williams in Au-
gust's Republican pri-
mary while Ann Arbor's
Debbie Dingell and De- : /
Koleszar

troit’s Shonelle Jackson
will vie for the Democrat-
ic nod.
The district includes Plymouth

Township, City of Plymouth, Canton
Township and mostly stretches south
and west encompassing all of Washte-
naw County.

13th District State Senator

Northville Township’s Jason Rhines,

a former member of the township’s®

board of trustees, will take on North-
ville’s Brian Williams in the race for the
Republican nod. Klint Kesto of West
Bloomfield initially filed but subse-
quently dropped out. Keego Harbor's
Rosemary Bayer was the lone Democrat
to file.

The district includes Northville,
Northville Township, Plymouth Town-
ship, City of Plymouth, Novi and north-
ern Farmington Hills.

Novi voters will decide fie

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Novi voters in the Aug. 2 primary will
help weed out several Republican and
Democratic politicians, narrowing the
field of candidates in three key races in
November.

The 2022 elections will decide who
represents Novi at both the state and
federal level as voters will decide who
will be their next state Senator, state
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x 22nd District State

( Representative

i Northville’s Cathryn
Neracher will take on
Livonia’s Rob Donovic
in the battle for the Re-
publican slot in the No-
vember election. Plymouth’s Matt Ko-
leszar, the incumbent was the lone
Democrat to file.

The district encompasses City of
Plymouth, western Livonia, eastern
Plymouth Township, northern and
eastern Northville Township and the
Wayne County portion of the City of
Northville.

Rhines

23rd District State ) '
Representative

For the state House District 23 seat,
which encompasses western North-
ville and Plymouth, South Lyon, Salem
Township and southern Lyon Town-
ship, as well as extending southwest
into Ann Arbor, Republican Richard
Sharland faces Democrat Jason Mor-
gan.

Representative and L N
member of U.S. Con- '
gress.

An incumbent Demo-
crat facing a challenge for
her party’s nomination
on the Novi ballot is Deb-
bie Dingell, who is seek-
ing reelection as a U.S. representative
for the 6th District. Challenging her in
the primary is Democrat Shanelle Jack-
son of Detroit, who was a Michigan state
representative from 2007-2012.

Republicans who will face off in the
primary to appear on the November bal-
lot are Hima Kolanagireddy of North-
ville and Whittney Williams of Canton.

The district encompasses Novi on its
north end and continues south and west

Ids of 3 key races

will have new
choices for
U.S. Congress

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Redistricting political boundaries in
Milford mostly kept the township’'s
representatives in Lansing intact. Ev-
eryone in the community, however,
will have a new voice in Congress as
Milford joins with districts to the north
and west.

In the 7th Congressional District,
Democrat Elissa Slotkin hopes to hold
her U.S. Congress seat.

Tom Barrett of Lansing and Jake
Hagg of Holt are both vying to be the
next representative of the 7th District,
most of Milford, except for the north-
east comer of the township and most
of the Village of Milford, as well as
South Lyon and most of Livingston,
Ingham, Shiawassee, Clinton and Ea-
ton counties..

Slotkin, a Holly resident, is seeking
her third 2-year term as U.S. repre-
sentative.

The rest of Milford joins the 9th Dis-
trict, which stretches through north-
ern Oakland and Macomb counties
and the entire Thumb area. The seat is
held by Lisa McClain of Bruce. She
faces a primary challenge against Mi-
chelle Donovan of New Baltimore. The
winner of that primary election faces
Democrat Brian Jaye of Rochester in
the Aug. 8 election.

On the state level, the primary bal-
lot will have two Democrats vying for
the chance to take on state Sen. Jim
Runestad for the 23rd District seat this
November.

Una Hepburn of Davisburg and Mi-
chael J. Wiese of Commerce are vying
for their party’s nomination, while
Runestad of White Lake had no Re-
publican challengers. The district in-
cludes Lyon, Milford, and communi-
tied north and east like Highland,
White Lake, Waterford and Clarkston.

The battle for the 51st District state
representative seat is already set for
the November ballot, with only one
candidate from each party filing the
necessary paperwork.

Democrat Sarah May-Seward of
White Lake will face off against In-
cumbent Republican Matt Maddock of
Milford, elected in 2018. The district
include Milford, Highland, White Lake
and western Commerce.

Staudt

Dingell

with all of Washtenaw County, as well as
southern and western Wayne County.
A small portion of northwest Novi
mostly near Walled Lake is part of the
11th Congressional District. If she’s suc-
cessful, Congresswoman Haley Ste-
vens, a Democrat from Waterford, might
remain Novi's voice in Washington, D.C.
But, she and Congressman Andy Levin,

See NOVI, Page 3A

Insurance Company, Plaintiff v. Stacey Frazer, Defendant et al.; Summons by Publication;
To the above-identified Defendant, Stacey Frazer: a Complaint has been filed against you in
the above-identified court and cause of action. The name and address of the attorney seeking
service upon you are as follows: Garrett M. Lewis, Goodin Abernathy, LLP, 301 E. 38th
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. The above-identified cause of action is one for declaratory
judgment as to whether Plaintiff owes any duty of coverage, defense, or indemnity to any
party thereto arising out of a motor vehicle accident which occurred on or about September
11, 2020 in South Bend, St. Joseph County, Indiana. You are listed as a defendant therein as
your interest appears as the operator of a 2014 Chevrolet Equinox that was involved in the
subject accident. You must respond to Plaintiffs Complaint within thirty (30) days after the
last notice of the above-identified cause of action is published. If you fail to do so, judgment
by default may be entered against you for the relief demanded in Plaintiffs Complaint

4/13/2022 A1l

Dated =
H Clerk, St. Joseph County, Indiana

CITY OF NOVI
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED 2022-2023 BUDGET
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Novi City Council will hold a PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE PROPOSED CITY 2022-2023 BUDGET at the Regular Meeting of Council to be

held on MONDAY, MAY 8, 2022. Said hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter,
at the Novi Civic Center Council Chamber, 46176 Ten Mile Road. Novi, Michigan.

Interested citizens may appear and present written and/or verbal comments on the proposed
budget.
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to
support the proposed budget will also be a subject of this
hearing.
A copy of the proposed 2022-2023 budget is currently available at the Finance Department in
the Novi Civic Center for public inspection, 45176 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Michigan and on the
website www.cityofnovi.org.

Cortney Hanson, MMC, MiPMC I

City Clerk

Publish: April 28, 2022
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Preparations for the Cereal Box Dominoes Challenge finish up at Milford's Kurtz Elementary on April 14.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Dominoes

Continued from Page 1A

Honey Nut Cheerios. “It will be great to give people in
need the cereal.”

Austin Laurain, 11, was a course designer, mapping
and drawing out the distance with some trial and error
runs prior to the big event. He was nervous prior to the
official tip-off, but he watched with pride as all 616 box-
es fell one after the other in true domino fashion, fol-
lowed by cheers from his classmates.

“It was really cool,” he said with a smile, adding that

Special K is his favorite.
So what is the most popular cereal among all Kurtz

fifth graders? There was no clear agreement when
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Play

Continued from Page 1A

Troy Bolton (played by Zac Efron in the 2006 movie),
saved the day and, quite possibly, the play.

Sorely lacking male actors for a play that tells the
story of a group of high school athletes who join thea-
ter to meet girls, the show runs May 5-7 largely be-
cause Courtney and teammates Ryan Reynolds and
Zane Yamin agreed to give acting a shot after being
recruited by friend and castmate Aubrey McCurdy.

“Had these young men not shown up,” Johnson re-
vealed, “we may not have been able to have a show.”

Courtney said the theme of the play made it easier
to find a comfort zone.

“I'm a jock who’s never been in a musical before
playing a jock who’s never been in a musical before,” he
said. “... I'm playing me.”

Yamin, who plays a self-described “basketball play-
er/closeted baker,” said his first-time dive into theater
has provided unexpected joy.

“I don’t think I ever could have imagined walking
out of rehearsal with Braeden and Ryan and thinking,
‘Wow, that was extremely fun,’ "-Yamin said. “When
we'd leave football practice in the fall, we were so beat
up we just needed to sleep. Now, when I leave rehears-
als, I feel better than when I went in.”

Reynolds, homecoming king and a Wayne State
University football recruit, acknowledged he harbored
a few apprehensions going into auditions.

“I'll admit it: I wasn’t real confident singing and
dancing in front of people,” he said. “It wasn't some-
thing I usually do. Looking back, I'm incredibly happy I
auditioned. I've met a lot of people, gained a lot of new
friends, and grown as a person.”

The athletes are earning rave reviews from their
castmates, many of whom are veterans in theater.

“I was a little nervous at first when I found out guys
who had never acted before were going to play lead
roles, but I was excited, too, because I knew they were
all pretty popular and cool,” said Brooklyn Blaskay,
who plays female lead Gabriella Montez. “They defi-
nitely bring a lot of fun to the show.”

Lauren Baligian, who portrays pianist Kelsi Nielsen,
revealed she had never met the athletes/actors priorto
auditions.

“I knew they were popular and, truthfully, I was a
little intimidated,” she said. “But I also thought they'd
be really good for the play because they were dedicat-

asked and dozens of different answers rang out. But
the most donated cereals were Cheerios and Frosted
Mini-Wheats.

Roberta Lennie, office manager for Community
Sharing, said she welcomed all of the cereal, which
will be enjoyed by children and senior clients alike,
particularly with the rise in grocery prices.

“We are just delighted,” Lennie said. “Cereal is
something our clients really use. What a fun thing to
do with kids, right? It was very thoughtful and will be
put to use, and it's a very nice thing for the kids to
think of others.”

The Cereal Box Domino Challenge is a successful
lesson Phillips said he plans to annually repeat.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.

Spring performances

e South Lyon East Drama performs
“Grease is the Word” April 28-May 1.
Tickets at southlyoneastdrama.com.

e Northville High School performs
“High School Musical May 5-7.
Tickets available at nhstheater.ludus.com. *

ed to what they do. For people who have never done
theater before, they’ve caught on to everything so
well”

McCurdy, who plays villain Sharpay Evans, said
the novice actors have exceeded her expectations.

“Alot of people underestimate how much time and
work it takes to be an actor,” McCurdy said. “But
these guys have worked incredibly hard, often stay-
ing after rehearsals.”

Playing Troy Bolton gives Courtney an opportuni-
ty to end his senior year on a much higher note than it
started. His final season of football ended after he
tore an anterior cruciate ligament during a non-pad-
ded pre-season practice.

“Ididn’t get to play my sport my senior year, so this
will give me something to tuke home and remernber,”
he said. .

The show will run with singdle performances at the
Northville High School theater 7 p.m. May 5-6, and
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. May 8.

Tickets are available online at nhstheater.ludus.
com or at the door.

Contact reporter Ed Wright at eawright@home-
townlife.com or 517-375-1M3.
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Continued from Page 2A

a Democrat from Bloomfield Township, are running
for the same seat.

The two representatives in Congress are running
in District 11. The district includes much of southern
and central Oakland County, including Farmington
Hills, Birmingham, Waterford and Royal Oak.

The winning Democrat will face one of the three
Republicans running, Mark Ambrose of Bloomfield
Township, Matthew DenOtter of Waterford and Gabi
Grossbard of Southfield, in the fall. None of the Re
publican hopefuls have held elected office before

In the race for state senator representing the 13th
District are three Republicans: Jason Rhines of
Northville and Brian Willlams of Northville. Klint
Kesto of West Bloomfield initially filed but subse-
quently dropped out. One of the three will face Dem-
ocrat Rosemary K. Bayer of Keego Harbor in Novem
ber. Bayer has served as state senator since 2019.

The district includes Northville, Plymouth, Novi
and northern Farmington Hills.

Incumbent Democrat state Rep. Kelly Breen has
no primary opposition for the seat representing the
21st District. Two Republicans will face off in the Au-
gust primary to challenge Breen in November: Daniel
Lawless and David Staudt. All three are Novi resi-
dents; Breen and Staudt previously worked together
on Novi City Council.

The district includes all but the northwest corner
of Novi, as well as western Farmington Hills and east-
ern Lyon Township.

In the state House of Representatives, the 49th
District includes the northwest corner of Novi, Wix-
om, Walled Lake, New Hudson, Green Oak and Brigh-
ton. Vying to represent the district is Incumbent Re-
publican Ann Bollin of Brighton who will be chal-
lenged in August by fellow Republican Chase Turner,
also of Brighton. The winner will face Democrat
Christina M. Kafkakis of Brighton in November.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.

Complaint

Continued from Page 1A

on a 6-0 vote to conduct a complaint investigation.
Ruskin was absent from the meeting.

There was almost no discussion regarding the mo-
tion with Superintendent Steve Matthews telling the
board that it was not regarding any financial impro-
priety. In response to a question from Board Vice
President Paul Cook about why outside legal counsel
was needed, Matthews responded that the district’s
attorney Tim Gardner had recommended a neutral
third party so there would be no conflict of interest.

Besides Ruskin and Cook, other members of the
Novi Board of Education are Kathy Hood, Willy Me-
na, Bobbie Murphy, Mary Ann Roney and Tom Smith.

In concluding her April 21 statement regarding the
investigation, Ruskin said, “District administrators
have taken appropriate steps needed to ensure the
safety of the students at this time. Unfortunately, I
am unable to share specifics at this time as this is at-
torney-client privileged information.”

Ruskin said she hoped she had answered some
questions. The meeting then adjourned.

According to Board of Education operating proce-
dures provided by the district, board members are
given semester-long building assignments and “are
encouraged to visit all schools and attend district
events.”

Additionally, all board members must notify the
principal or designee of campus visits “when they are
not attending a scheduled or normal parental activity
during school hours” and must also check in at the
office during visits.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com  or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.

SAKLAND
COUNTY PARKS

.=~ Your Adventure Awaits
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Wayne County COVID-19 cases and deaths tracker

Mike Stucka
USA TODAY NETWORK

New coronavirus cases leaped in
Michigan in the week ending Sunday,
rising 35.6% as 10,474 cases were re-
ported. The previous week had 7,725
new cases of the virus that causes CO-
VID-19.

Michigan ranked 19th among the
states where coronavirus was spreading
the fastest on a per-person basis, a USA
TODAY Network analysis of Johns Hop-
kins University data shows. In the latest
week coronavirus cases in the United
States increased 57.1% from the week
before, with 351,599 cases reported.
With 3% of the country’s population,
Michigan had 2.98% of the country’s
cases in the last week. Across the coun-
try, 42 states had more cases in the lat-
est week than they did in the week be-
fore.

Wayne County reported 2,237 cases
and 10 deaths in the latest week. A week
earlier, it had reported 1,653 cases and 17
deaths. Throughout the pandemic it has
reported 403,366 cases and 7,922
deaths.

Oakland County reported 2,050
cases and eight deaths in the latest

Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

Dear Rick:

Last month I gave $1,000 to a charity
for the benefit of Ukrainian children. I
received an email that was so disturbing
that 1 had to act.

Ilearned that the charity I gave tois a
scam. | know I shouldn’t have respon-
ded to the solicitation, but I did.

In the past you've written articles
about giving to charity, and 1 thought
you should write one again to remind
people of the scams that are out there.

Thank you, M. M.

week. A week earlier, it had reported
1,520 cases and seven deaths. Through-
out the pandemic it has reported
289,946 cases and 3,829 deaths.
Within Michigan, the worst weekly
outbreaks on a per-person basis were in
Washtenaw County with 312 cases per
100,000 per week; Alpena County with
187; and Oakland County with 163. The
Centers for Disease Control says high
levels of community transmission begin
at 100 cases per 100,000 per week.
Adding the most new cases overall
were Wayne County, with 2,237 cases;
Oakland County, with 2,050 cases; and
Macomb County, with 1,279. Weekly
case counts rose in 60 counties from the
previous week. The worst increases
from the prior week’'s pace were in
Wayne, Oakland and Kent counties.
Michigan ranked 35th among states
in share of people receiving at least one
shot, with 66.9% of its residents at least
partially vaccinated. The national rate is
77.5%, a USA TODAY analysis of CDC
data shows. The Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines, which are the most used in the
United States, require two doses admin-
istered a few weeks apart.
In the week ending Sunday, Michigan
reported administering another 85,485

vaccine doses, including 7,115 first dos-
es. In the previous week, the state ad-
ministered 104,243 vaccine doses, in-
cluding 7,900 first doses. In all, Michi-
gan reported it has administered
15,804,230 total doses.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 18
counties, with the best declines in Alle-
gan County, with 39 cases from 53 a
week earlier; in Clare County, with 2
cases from 8; and in Luce County, with
-3 cases from 2.

In Michigan, 78 people were reported
dead of COVID-19 in the week ending
Sunday. In the week before that, 81 peo-
ple were reported dead.

A total of 2,411,464 people in Michi-
gan have tested positive for the corona-
virus since the pandemic began, and
35,935 people have died from the dis-
ease, Johns Hopkins University data
shows. In the United States 80,984,914
people have tested positive and 991,254
people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity coronavirus data, cases and deaths
for the Michigan Department of Correc-
tions and the Federal Correctional Insti-
tution separately from Michigan coun-
ties.

Dear M. M.

I salute you for coming forward. All
too often when people are scammed,
they’re too embarrassed to say anything
and all that does is help the scammers.

Unfortunately, whenever there is a
natural disaster or a geopolitical event,
the scam artists come out of the wood-
work. It should not be a surprise to any-
one that there has been an explosion of
bogus websites, emails, and fake char-
ities due to the Russia-Ukraine war.

When it comes to giving to charity,
set rules for yourself. Here are some of
the rules that I live by when it comes to
donating to a charity.

My first rule is I never give through a
phone solicitation. Even if I recognize
the charity, I am not comfortable giving
through phone solicitations.
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Before I give to an organization I thor-
oughly look into the charity. This takes
time, and I cannot do this when I receive
a phone solicitation.

My next rule is I never give pursuant
to an email or something on social
media, no matter how much it pulls at
my heart strings. The scam artists know
that we all are affected when we see pic-
tures of children or animals in distress,
and they try to exploit us.

Remember, the scam artists are not
only looking to scam you out of your
money, but also to steal your identity. I
don't respond to an email solicitation.

I look into the legitimacy of the or-
ganization and how the organization is
spending their money. After all, there
are legitimate charities that are poorly
run and waste donors’ money.
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Michigan's COVID-19
hospital admissions rising

USA TODAY analyzed federal hospi-
tal data as of Sunday, April 24.

Likely COVID patients admitted in
the state:

o Last week: 686

e The week before that: 628

e Four weeks ago: 614

Likely COVID patients admitted in
the nation:

e Last week: 40,571

o The week before that: 37,500

e Four weeks ago: 39,316

Hospitals in 37 states reported more
COVID-19 patients than a week earlier,
while hospitals in 25 states had more
COVID-19 patients in intensive-care
beds. Hospitals in 42 states admitted
more COVID-19 patients in the latest
week than a week prior, the USA TODAY
analysis of U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices data shows.

The USA TODAY Network is publish-
ing localized versions of this story on its
news sites across the country, generated
with data from Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and the Centers for Disease Control.
If you have questions, contact Mike
Stucka at mstucka@gannett.com.

fake charities

I often look at charitynavigator.org,
charitywatch.org, or give.org to collect
background information on the organi-
zation. These sites provide a wealth of
information, allowing you to make an
informed decision as to whether you
should donate.

There’'s no shortage of legitimate
charities that are raising money to help
the Ukrainian people. Unfortunately,
there's also a fair number of charities
that are just out to scam you. The key is
to do your research before you write the
check.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad-
visor. His website is www.bloomadvi-
sors.com. If you would like him to re-
spond to your questions, please email
rick@bloomadvisors.com.
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MI residents scramble to get State Silver Bank Rolls

Once Michigan residents got wind
that Michigan State Bank Rolls filled
with Silver Walking Liberties dating
back to the early 1900’s were being
handed over, there was a mad dash to
get them. That's because they are the
only Bank Rolls known to exist with the
exclusive State Restricted Design.

“The phones will be ringing off the
hook. That's because everyone will be
trying to get them while they still can,”
according to officials at the National
Mint and Treasury who say they can
barely keep up with all the orders.

In fact, they had to impose a strict lim-
it of 4 Michigan State Bank Rolls. So, if
you get the chance to get your hands on
these State Bank Rolls you better hurry
because hundreds of Michigan residents
already have and you don’t want to miss
out.

You see, the U.S. Gov't stopped mint-
ing these Silver Walking Liberty Half
Dollars in 1947 and there can never be

Only State Restricted Silver Walking Liberty
Bank Rolls go to Michigan residents

Michigan residents get first dibs on Sealed Bank Rolls loaded with U.S. Gov't issued Silver Walking Liberties
dating back to the early 1900's some worth up to 100 times their face value starting at 7:30 am today

P STATE DISTRIBUTION: A strict limit of 4 Michigan State Bank Rolls per Ml resident has been imposed

“Michigan residents get first dibs. That’s
why Hotline Operators are bracing for the
flood of calls,” said Laura Lynne, U.S. Coin
and Currency Director for the National
Mint and Treasury.

Beginning at precisely 7:30 am this morn-
ing State of Michigan Sealed Bank Rolls
loaded with rarely seen U.S. Gov't issued
Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars are ac-
tually being handed over to Michigan resi-
dents who call the State Toll-Free Hotlines
listed in today’s newspaper publication.

“National Mint and Treasury recently
spoke with its Chief Professional Numis-
matist who said ‘Very few people have ever
actually saw one of these rarely seen Silver
Walking Liberty Half Dollars issued by the
U.S. Gov't back in the early 1900's. But to
actually find them sealed away in State
Bank Rolls is like finding buried treasure.
So anyone lucky enough to get their hands
on these Bank Rolls had better hold on to
them,” Lynne said.

“But here's the good news. The Bank
Rolls themselves have been marked State
Restricted by price which means the state
minimum set by National Mint and Trea-
sury is restricted to Michigan residents
only and non-state residents must pay full
price if any Bank Rolls remain,” Lynne con-
firmed

This is important to note. “These are the
only Michigan State Silver Walking Liberty
Bank Rolls known to exist. You can't get
them at banks or credit unions or the Gov-
ernment since they do not produce State
Silver Walking Liberty Bank Rolls. In fact,
you can only get them bearing the exclusive
State Restricted Design and rolled this way
directly from National Mint and Treasury”
Lynne explained.

“Now that the State of Michigan Sealed
Bank Rolls are being offered up we won’t
be surprised if thousands of Michigan resi-
dents claim the maximum limit allowed of
4 Bank Rolls per resident while they still
can,” said Lynne.

“That’s because after the Bank Rolls
were loaded with 16 U.S. Gov't issued Sil-
ver Walking Liberties, each verified to
meet a minimum collector grade of very
good or above, the dates and mint marks
of the Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars
found inside the Bank Rolls have- never
been searched. But, we do know that some
of these coins date clear back to the early
1900s and are 90% pure silver so Michigan
residents who get their hands on them will
be glad they did,” Lynne went on to say.

And here's the best part. If you are a resi-
dent of the state of Michigan you cover only
the $39 per coin state minimum set by the
National Mint and Treasury, that’s 15 U.S.
Gov't issued Silver Walking Liberty Half
Dollars worth up to 100 times their face val-
ue for just $585 which is a real steal because
state residents who miss the deadline and
non state residents must pay $118 per coin
which totals $1,770if any coins remain after
the 2-day deadline.

“U.S. Gov't issued coins like these are
90% pure silver and a favorite of dealers,
collectors and the like,” Lynne said.

“We know the phones will be ringing off
the hook. So the only thing readers need to
do is make sure they are a resident of the
state of Michigan and call the State Toll-
Free Hotlines printed in today’s publica-
tion,” Lynne said. B

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

any more which moves them into the
collectible coin status.

And here's the best part. The rolls are
unsearched so there’s no telling how much
they could be worth in collector value.

That's why the state minimum set by
National Mint and Treasury of just $39
per Silver Walking Liberty coin, which is
just $585 for the full Bank Roll is a deal
too good to pass up.

But you better hurry because these
Michigan State Bank Rolls themselves
have been marked State Restricted by
price which means the state minimum
set by National Mint and Treasury is re-
stricted to Michigan residents and non-
state residents must pay full price if any
remain.

That's because they make amazing gifts
for children, grandchildren and loved
ones. Just imagine the look on their face
when you hand them one .of the State
Bank Rolls — they’ll tell everyone they
know what you did for them.
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@ GOT ‘EM: Residents all across Michigan who get their hands on these State Silver Walking
Liberty Bank Rolls are definitely showing them off. That's because they are the only ones
known to exist with the exclusive State Restricted Design. And here’s the best part, these
Bank Rolls are loaded with U.S. Gov't issued Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars some dating
back to the early 1900's so everyone who wants them better hurry.

STATE MINIMUM: OF JusT
$39 PER COIN SET BY NATIONAL
MINT AND TREASURY

SILVER: ONE OF THE LAST
SILVER COINS MINTED
FOR CIRCULATION

5

RARELY SEEN:
MINTED BY THE U.S.
MINT IN THE EARLY 1900’s

LAST MINTED: MINTED IN
PHILADELPHIA, DENVER
& SAN FRANCISCO

ENLARGED TO
SHOW DETAIL:
YEAR VARIES 1916-1947

HOW TO CLAIM THE MICHIGAN STATE BANK ROLLS

Iif you are a Michigan State Residént read the important information below about claiming the State Silver
Bank Rolls, then call the State Toll-Free Hotline at 8:30 am: 1-800-979-3771 EXT: RWB4649

Are these Silver
Walking Liberties
worth more than
other half dollars:

Yes. These U.S. Gov't issued Silver Walking Liberties were minted in the early 1900's and will never be
minted again. That makes them collectible. The vast majority of half dollars minted after 1970 have no
silver content at all and these Walking Liberty Half Dollars were one of the last silver coins minted for
circulation. So there's no telling how much they could be worth in collector value someday.

How much are
State Silver
Walking Liberty
Bank Rolls worth:

it's impossible to say, but some of these U.S Gov't issued Walking Liberty Half Dollars date back to the
early 1900's and there are 15 in each Bank Roll so you better hurry if you want to get your hands on them.
Collector values always fluctuate and there are never any guarantees. But wa do know Walking Liberties
are collectible so anyone lucky enough to get their hands on these Silver BankRolls should hold onto them
because there's no telling how -much they could be.worth in collector value someday:

-

Because they are the only Michigan State Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist with the
exclusive State Restricted Design, everyone who wants their share better call the State Toll-Free Hotlines
printed in today's publication. Each Bank Roll contains a whopping 15 Silver Walking Liberty Half Dollars
dating back to the early 1900's. Best of all the Bank Rolls have been marked State Restricted by price
which means the state minimum set by National Mint and Treasury is restricted to Michigan residents who
beat the deadline only. That means Michigan residents cover only $39 per Silver Walking Liberty, which is
just $585 for the full Bank Rolls for the next 2 days.

Why are so

many Michigan
residents claiming
them

Michigan residents are authorized to claim up to the limit of 4 Michigan State Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls by
calling the State Toll Free Hotline at 1-800-979-3771 Ext. RWB4649 starting at precisely 8:30 am this moming.
Everyone who does is getting the only Michigan State Walking Liberty Silver Bank Rolls known to exist with the
exclusive State Restricted Design. That's a full Bank Roll containing 15 Silver Walking Liberties from the earty 1900's
some worth up to 100 times their face value for just the state minimum set by the National Mint and Treasury of just
$39 per Silver Walking Liberty, which is just $585 for the full Bank Rolls and that's a real steal because non state
residents must pay $7,770 for each Michigan State Walking Liberty Sitver Bank Roll if any remain.

How do | get
the State Silver
Walking Liberty

Bank Rolls:

NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, LLC IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT, THE U SOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGEN FOR
ANY REASON WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM SHIPMENT YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, RETURN THE PRODUCT FOR A REFUND LESS SHIPPING AN JRN POSTAGE
THIS SAME OFFER MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE AT A LATER DATE ORIN A DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. OH RESIDENTS ADD ¢ ALES TAX

NATIONAL MINT AND TREASURY, PO BOX 35609, CANTON, OH 44735 ©2022 NATIONAL MINT AND TREASUR
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Indian banquet hall atery opens 1n former leoma bar

David Veselenak Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Longtime patrons of Kickers All-
American Grill can take one step inside
the new Punjab Indian Cuisine and The
Celebration banquet center and will
never recognize it.

The restaurant at 36071 Plymouth in
Livonia has sat vacant for years after the
sports bar closed. What was once dor-
mant has sprung new life in the form of
a new Indian restaurant and banquet
facility.

The improvements have garnered a
lot of attention from area residents who
remember what the building used to
look like.

“A lot of people come. They are so
surprised,” said Mohit Dwahan, the res-
taurant’s owner.

Gone is the dark bar area with dance
space on the first floor. It's replaced with
a bright, fresh banquet room, complete
with crystal chandeliers and golden
chairs, enough to seat more than 250
people. The room also has several decor
pieces straight from India, including bi-
cycles.

Dhawan said he began working in
restaurants when he lived in Chicago.
He moved to the Detroit area for an IT
job and decided to open his own restau-
rant, which was the beginning of Punjab
Indian Cuisine. It's operated in several
communities, including Farmington
Hills, Troy and most recently in Auburn
Hills on Opdyke Road. That Auburn Hills
location closed in order to focus all at-
tention on the new Livonia spot.

He said he began looking for a space
before the COVID-19 pandemic when he
found lots of his customers were coming
from western Wayne County.

“I was looking for a place in Canton
because I have all of my customers in
this area,” he said. “We were delivering
every day in this area.”

Open for the first time a few weeks
ago, the building remained vacant for
most of the last few years. An American
concept restaurant was planned for the
building back in 2015, though those
plans never went forward. The parking
has been used as storage for vehicles the
last few years as the building sat dor-
mant.

Dhawan found the former bar, but
held off on purchasing it due to the pan-

+

A lunchtime buffet of Indian food is available every day except Monday. PHOTOS 8Y JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Tandori chicken from Punjab Indian
Cuisine and The Celebration in Livonia.

demic. Records show the property was
purchased in late 2020.

Dhawan then spent time completely
renovating the space, taking more than
a year to completely remodel. In addi-
tion to the massive work done on the

It’s NEVER Too
Late To Make
A Career Change.

Scan & Find Your
Dream Job, Now!

Plus, leam tips and tricks on how
to get started on your job search
jourmey, or visit:
Localiq.com/recruitment/job-
seekers-search

The Celebration banquet hall and
restaurant at 36071 Plymouth Road.

first level, he also added a bar to the up-
stairs — which formerly held Joey’s
Comedy Club — to accommodate the
restaurant portion of the business. That
section can also be used to host smaller
events, like birthday parties or showers.

Despite all the work, there’s still more
to do. Dhawan said he’s adding seats to
the patio and hopes to have that open in
the next few weeks.

The restaurant features a wide array
of Indian cuisine, with butter chicken
being the big seller since opening, Dha-
wan said. Carryout is also available,
with plenty of employees at the nearby
Ford Transmission Plant stopping by in
recent weeks to try the food. A buffet is
served around lunchtime in the middle
of the week as well.

Punjab Indian Cuisine is open for
lunch and dinner Tuesday through Sun-
day. More information, including online
ordering, can be found at
punjabcuisinemi.com.

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.
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Third cannabis shop set to open in Whitmore Lake

Jennifer Timar Livingston Daily
USA TQDAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

The third and final marijuana retail
store approved by Northfield Township
officials is set to open next month.

Cousins Trent McCurren and Dr. Rob
McCurren are expanding their business,
The WellFlower, to southeast Michigan.
The McCurrens and their partners in-
vested more than $2 million to convert a
former roadhouse at 50 E. North Territo-
rial Road, west of U.S. 23 near Whitmore
Lake, into a recreational marijuana
shop.

The store is expected to open before
Memorial Day, once work on the exterior
and parking are complete.

Trent McCurren gave Livingston Dai-
ly a sneak peek at interior renovations
last week prior to opening another loca-
tion in Ypsilanti, which opened over the
weekend. They also own The WellFlow-
er in Manistee.

McCurren said as they continue to
expand, they are only interested in
opening new outlets in communities
that limit the number of retail stores
that can operate, like Northfield Town-
ship, which capped the number at three.

He said Big Rapids, where they
opened their first location in early 2021,
does not limit the number of outlets,
and the market quickly became over-
saturated.

“We were one of the first and now
there are 18. There were 1 when we
closed,” he said. “When we opened, we
were doing alright, but then there were
more and more opening and we couldn’t
see a through line. We didn’t see a path
to profitability because there was too
much dilution.”

He said The WellFlower champions
the wellness benefits of cannabis prod-
ucts. Rob McCurren is an emergency
medicine physician, who worked for
several Michigan hospitals.

“He had seen the therapeutic bene-
fits for sleep, appetite, chronic pain and
the side effects of chemotherapy,” said
Trent McCurren, who previously
worked for Founders Brewing Co. as vice
president of marketing, and other com-
panies, before pivoting to the marijuana
industry.

While The WellFlower in Northfield
Township is not a medical marijuana

Trent McCurren, co-owner of The WellFlower dispensary in Northfield Township, looks over the soon-to-open facility.

GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

dispensary, medical patients will be
able to purchase products at a discount.

The reception area and store are spa-
cious compared to other outlets in the
area. The spaces feature round tables
with retro-inspired chairs and a “bud
bar” counter with bar stools.

“It’s urban Bohemian, if I had to put a
description,” Trent McCurren said. “We
joke these were modeled after our living
rooms. It's warm, neighborly, genuine
and enlightened, the same as we de-
scribe The WellFlower as a business.”

The store will employ “budtenders
to help people with their orders. There
also will be a self-service option for peo-
ple who would prefer to place their own
order on a tablet.

The store will offer curbside pickup
and in-person shopping. It may add de-
livery services in the future.

“We wanted it to be a place you'd feel
comfortable coming in whether you're

new to cannabis or not, because it can
be overwhelming for people at first,”
McCurren said.

The store takes up only part of the
building, which also features a lower
level.

“We were going to have a downstairs,
but then we needed water retention,
which caused an issues with parking
there,” he said.

He said another business could po-
tentially use the lower level.

“I would love it if Northfield Town-
ship would allow consumption lounges.
They are allowed (in the state) but not
many communities allow them,” he
said. “Some people think its important
to have consumption lounges, because
its not allowed in public, which includes
when you are renting, so some people
have no safe space to consume, which is
especially important for medical cus-
tomers.”

In 2019, voters in Northfield Town-
ship rejected a proposal that would have
banned marijuana businesses.

Planted Provisioning was the first
marijuana dispensary to open in North-
field Township. The recreational and
medical dispensary is located in a long-
time vacant property owners renovated
at 9545 Main St. in downtown Whit-
more Lake.

Quest Cannabis, a recreational and
medical dispensary, opened at 8475
Main St. in the former Bobber Down Bar
& Grill, where they also opened a liquor
and convenience store, Quest Spirits.

Quest Cannabis owners are also de-
veloping 127 acres near the interchange
of U.S. 23 and North Territorial Road
into an industrial business park. A
30,000-square-foot marijuana grow
and processing facility is under con-
struction. They plan to expand by an-
other 30,000 square feet in the future.
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The lilacs are blooming just in time for the annual Lilac Festival on Mackinac Island, set for June 3-12. DETROIT FREE PRESS FILE PHOTOS

Seven quintessential Michigan festivals

Kiran Saini Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Planning a family vacation?

Michigan has some unique spring
and summer festivals that feature fun
for the whole family.

Consider taking a road trip to Hol-
land’s Tulip Time festival, or to northern
Michigan where you can go mushroom
hunting at the National Morel Mush-
room Festival.

Here are the major festivals across
the state that are well worth the drive
(or ferry ride!):

Tulip Time, Holland

May 7-15, 2022

One of the most famous festivals in
Michigan, Tulip Time celebrates Hol-
land’s Dutch heritage with an eight-day
experience. There are more than six mil-
lion tulips blooming throughout the city
and area attractions.

Bringing thousands to Holland every
year, Tulip Time has received accolades,
including Best Flower Festival and
America's Best Small Town Festival.

This year’s Tulip Time will have two
parades, live music and entertainment,
a tulip immersion garden, a Dutch art
exhibit and much more.

National Morel Mushroom
Festival, Boyne City

May 12-15, 2022

May is Morel Month in Michigan.
What better way to celebrate than at-
tending the National Morel Mushroom
Festival?

According to the website, the festival
draws mushroom lovers from around
the country. Boyne City’s morels are
found in nearby woods and clearing,
where enthusiasts can go morel hunt-
ing.

The festival will feature an arts and
crafts show, beer tent, carnival and the
Taste of Morels, the festival's premier
event, where local restaurants and
chefs will participate in offering morel-
infused entrees and can take home priz-
es.

Lilac Festival, Mackinac island

June 3-12, 2022

The Mackinac Island Lilac Festjval is
the largest and most historic festival on
the island, according to the event web-
site.

In its 74th year, the 10-day festival
celebrates lilacs and their history on the
island. Events include the Lilac Queen
coronation, walking tours, lilac planting
seminars and a parade.

Stay at the Grand Hotel while lilacs
are in bloom throughout the island. The
hotel offers a history lecture with its res-
ident historian during Lilac Festival
weekend

National Asparagus Festival,
Oceana County

June 1, 2022

Dedicated to all things asparagus, the
National Asparagus Festival has been
celebrating the green vegetable since
1974 as the longest-running asparagus
festival in the country

The festival features a 5k run, an arts
and crafts fair that's one of the most
popular craft shows in the area, and a
Taste of Asparagus competition, where
folks can create and submit their favor-
ite asparagus recipes that will be
judged.

Royalty is also celebrated at the Na-
tional Asparagus Festival; every year,
the festival hosts a pageant and crowns
an Asparagus Queen, who then travels
the state to promote the asparagus in
dustry of Oceana County.

National Cherry Festival,
Traverse City

July 2-9, 2022

Spanning 96 years, Traverse City's
iconic National Cherry Festival draws
more than half a million visitors.

Kids eat blueberry pie-at the 2015 Blueberry Festival in South Haven.

One of Michigan's most widely-
known festivals, it features 150 events
and activities, including parades, cher-
ry pie-eating contests and more. Ac-
cording to the website, the tradition of
the Cherry Spit Contest continues — try
beating the world record distance for
spitting a cherry pit at 95 feet and 6.5
inches.

The National Cherry Festival is also
known to attract big entertainers. This
year's roster includes Nelly, Sheryl
Crow, ZZ Top and Boyz Il Men.

National Blueberry Festival,
South Haven

Aug. II-14, 2022 .
South Haven has been hosting th
National Blueberry Festival since 1963
as one of the country’s oldest continu-
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The National Morel Mushroom Festival
in Boyne City runs May 12-15. GETTY

Asparagus Queen 2016 Mary Harris,
left, of Hart and runner-up Mandy
Achterhof of Walkerville dance as the
Scottville Clown Band plays during the
National Asparagus Festival in Hart.

ously running fruit festivals, according
to the website. Van Buren County is the
nation’'s “most prolific” producer of
highbush blueberries.

The festival features fun for the
whole family; get messy at the festival’s
signature pie eating contest or check
out cool creations at the Blueberry Fes-
tival Craft Fair.

Fudge Festival, Mackinac Island

Aug. 26-28, 2022

Ready to get your fudge on?

Mackinac Island, the fudge capital of
the world, celebrates its most famous
treat with the annual Fudge Festival.

According to the website, activities
including fudge-making demonstra-
tions, fudge inspired food and cocktails,
family games and more.
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market

33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152 » 248.477.4333
STORE HOURS: MON -SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 e Sales valid April 27 - May 3 2022 "
While Supplies Last ® Prices subject to change. e

Sales Valid April 27 - May 3, 2022
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>>

Joe’s Meat & Seafood
Wm =3 G-III;L:’_\:: sm:ﬁou |: HERE! ﬁ

JoesProduce.com

’&
MON. - SAT. -:
9AM-8PM
L A:ﬁ""; e USDA PREMIUM CHOICE FRESH ALL NATURAL USDA PREMIUM
; ANGUS COWBOY BONE-IN CENTER CUT CHOICE ANGUS
6 . RIBEYE STEAKS PORK CHOPS GROUND BEEF FROM CHUCK
P 5 $]5 99/ $4 49/ $5 99/
Contactless I 5. LB. LB. . LB.

Curbside
Pickup and
Home Delivery!

Vst
Shop.Joesproduce.com
to place your

1O
324 JOE'S READY TO GRILL
®

order today! Lk
. % USDA PREMIUM HOUSEMADE kl‘“ﬁ MARINATED CHICKEN KABOBS
CHOICE ANGUS SAUSAGE ITALIAN, HERB & GARLIC, MESQUITE
BISTRO STEAKS HOT OR SWEET ITALIAN OR TERIYAKI
5 99 $4 49 / $5 99 I
u,w e T . I ks’ 11
d 0000 00000000000 CROOOOOROORROOOROORORNT
Y XXX Bt

BAREFOOR 750 ML

EXCLUDES
BUBBLY
2/% | l FRESH FRESH FRESH
WALLEYE ATLANTIC SOCKEYE
FILLETS SALMON FILLETS SALMON FILLETS
APOTHIC
ALL VARIETALS $ 3 99/ 5 l 2 99, g I 9 99/
I R T R T N T

$) 00

OFF
REG. PRICE

PIKE ROAD
PINOT NOIR

$ I 499IEA

CENSEA ‘
COCKTAIL PEELED & DEVEINED CENSEA

CARNIVOR SHRIMP SHRIMP 16/20 CT COOKED SHRIMP
CABERNET 31-40CT 2 LB BAG 41/50 CT

$9.99IEA. $9.99ILB. $ I 6.99151\. $8.99ILB.

? C\'{ Vrtoflread | o | 227
. : b}/ jo&f ‘ POV | : .pm. osed Monday

Joe'’s Gourmet
CATERING & EVENTS
Your Key to
Effortless Entertalning

BAGUETTE SOURDOUGH CHOCOLATE SCONE CROISSANTS
/’r ' ( r‘//} ¢ ler //;'ll é

Weddings, showers, $2.49/EA. $5.49IEA. $2_49IEA, $ ' .99/EA

graduations, cocktail
parties, picnics or
meetings

Visit us at: ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!

JoesGourmetCatering.com g Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!
Call Laura at: '

248.477.4333 Sales Valid APRIL 27 - MAY 3, 2022 + While Supplies Last * Prices subject fo change + MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE > > > >

«J
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Joe’s Producé Gourmet Market

33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152 « 248.477. 4333
STORE HOURS: MON -SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 © Sales valid April 27 - May3
While Supplies Last © Prices subject to change.

Sales Valid April 27 - May 3, 2022

MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>>
PLANT SEASON HAS BEGUN!
Spring is here and with the warmer weather, an abundance of flowers!

. our selection changes often so stop by and check us out. .

DRISCOLL'S CANADIAN FliESH CLEMENTINE ORGANIC ORGANIC
STRAWBERRIES  ON THE VINE TOMATOES TANGERINES LETTUCE SLEEVE
136 99¢s. $1%%e. 53910 0nc $29en. usg
e L2 [~ é"'.ry
‘ ' ORGANIC
Shromua | sweetcoms  seouess e e
ZI$6 $3”I 5 CT. PKG 99" EA. 89” EA. $| ”I LB.

HOFFMAN'S DEARBORN USDA PREMIUM FRESH ALL NATURAL USDA PREMIUM

SUPER SHARP OVEN ROASTED CHOICE ANGUS BONE-IN CGHRQ.IS'E‘ s:gil:?
- BN 3 COVIINE  CmGoR  Aonawa
$ouid ' $159.s. $449)05. ss LTS
OLDTYME DEARBORN OLDTYME FRESH FRESH
HARD SALAMI ROAST BEEF SWISS CHEESE V:I‘:II-_:_Er;E ATL:‘\P;PC H
5%he.  8%Phe.  4Phe. | §1399,, 5129 $19%.s.

T"ﬂ@m&’

3o

@@m

:

DON JUAN GLACIER MAMMOTH DELALLO KITCHEN

MARCONA ALMONDS WILDFIRE BLUE YELLOW CHEDDAR STUFFED MANZANILLA READY
40z TUB WEDGE BLOCK OLIVES 5.75 oz BROTHS
$7”/:5&\ $| 59/, s. $999 .. $199ea. 253
U
o "('}‘- - Gy,
f CORTO BRAGG HINT WATER
100% EXTRA VIRGIN APPLE CIDER 12 PACK
OLIVE OIL 3L VINEGAR 32 oz SAVE $4.00
$2499 $£ 99 $1899
HERB 3477ea. 57ea. 15%/ea.

ROASTED
PORK LOIN

$949/, 8.

KEYLIME
PIE

$179%ea.

JOE'S ROASTED ROASTED PRODUCT'S FINA APPEARANCE MAY VARY
MACARONI GREEN BEANS REDSKIN ’

SALAD , POTATOES e
49 8. 3949, 8. $799/.. @ |

¢ ' 8
/' oSO POOOOOOORS 'S JOE'S JOE'S
PISTACHIO ASSORTED MINI NUTTY DONUT
MUFFIN DANISHES STICKS

35 ”IEA. $7 9. $59/ea.

\ ? (SERISE
.a »
.

RASPBERRY RISE OAT MILK FEEL
TRUFFLE COLD BREW COFFEE WELLNESS BARS
COFFEE VANILLAORMOCHA 70Z ALL VARIETIES

We are Ibc;k’még":or alla;::ll part time and seasonal
tions. To join our ord-wmmng team,
$3 49,5‘\ $3 49IEA 6p§ yf'lﬁ'person or go to |oesproduce com/careers

ENJOY CONTACT LESS CURBSlDE PICKUP AND HOME D!I.IVERYI
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today! E T SR & o =)

Sales Valid APRIL 27 - MAY 3, 2022 + While Supplies Last + Prices subjed fo change * MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE > > > >

3 T D
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SPORTS

@ USA TODAY SPORTS

XENITH GRANT

Brother Rice, Novi football need votes

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

One of the most prestigious show-
cases a football team can participate in
is the annual Xenith Prep Kickoff Classic
each August at Wayne State University.

This year, two of Hometown Life area
teams, Brother Rice and Novi, will head
to Tom Adams Field with the chance to
play in front of sell-out crowds.

What's more, both teams are eligible
to win some grant money for being Kick-
off Classic participants.

The Xenith Product Grant Program is
awarding $5,000 to three of the 12 teams
playing in the showcase Aug. 25-27.

Here’s how it works: From now until
noon on Monday, May 9, fans can vote
for their favorite teams by heading to xe-
nith.com/pages/xpkcgrant.

The team with the most votes will re-
ceive $2,500 to spend on Xenith football
equipment, while the second-place fin-
isher gets $1,500 and the third-place fin-
isher gets $1,000.

See VOTES, Page 2B

Marian volleyball player donates
$12K to Special Olympics Michigan

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For the past two years, Ava Brizard
has been the best volleyball player in
Michigan.

That’s indisputable.

The Bloomfield Hills Marian senior
has the trophies to back that up.

Twice, she’s been named the state’s
Gatorade Player of the Year. And this
past fall, the Michigan Interscholastic
Volleyball Coaches Association award-
ed her its Miss Volleyball honor.

But being the best has come at a
price. That's long nights practicing in
the gym and weekends traveling to club
tournaments.

Many days she’s had to give up her
free time with family and friends to
work on her game.

That also included missing opportu-
nities to watch her younger brother play
basketball.

Because of her schedule, she got to
watch him in action only two times.

And Drew Brizard was definitely
can't-miss for the Northville Unified
basketball team this past winter.

Autism didn’t get in the way of the
sophomore from averaging close to 30
points per game, including him scoring
32 in the season finale. At 6-foot-8, the
power forward can almost out-rebound
everybody, and he’s absolutely money
when he’s shooting near the rim.

He even made Hometown Life’s All-
Area team.

He's got two years left to continue
shining on the court, and that’'s great
news for fans of the Mustangs. He's
been practicing dunking on a trampo-
line. It’s only a matter of time until Drew
throws one down in an actual game.

Ava couldn’t always be there in per-
son to support her sibling she often re-
fers to as her best friend. So she did the
next best thing: She won Unified Cham-
pions Sports Special Olympics Michi-
gan some money.

Being named a Player of the Year by
Gatorade enters you into its Play It For-
ward program where you're awarded
$1,000 to donate to a charity of your
choice.

See DONATION, Page 38
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Ava and Drew Brizard at their Novi home April 15. Ava Brizard, after being named a Gatorade Athlete of the Year, received a

$12,000 grant for her brother's special-needs athletic programs at Northville High School. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Boston Marathon inspires Novi, South Lyon runners

Susan Bromley Hometown|ife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Hong Weng of South Lyon and Mike
Pezzetti of Novi made it to both the start
and the finish line of Monday’s Boston
Marathon.

Among the obstacles were a canceled
pre-race flight for Weng and legs that re-
belled against Pezzetti in the final few
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miles of the 26.2 mile race.

But finish they did, along with rough-
ly 30,000 other runners celebrating the
April return of one of the world's most
famous races after two challenging pan-
demic years.

Weng cried as she crossed: not from
pain, but from happiness.

It's the first time she’s ever been
brought to tears, even after running 70-

plus marathons.

. “It was a perfect day,” she said, less
than an hour after finishing in 3:35:30. “1
feel great.”

Pezzetti acknowledged he was sore
and moving a little slow shortly after
finishing his race in 3:32:24. But he
mustered a laugh, saying “the legs
weren't moving fast, they weren't obey
ing, but that is where the mettle comes

Osservir & E.¢CENTRIC

in, right?”

It's where the medal comes, too, with
mental fortitude and years of hard work.
The two shared their stories of how they
got to not only the finish line of the Bos-
ton Marathon, but how they got started
on the path that would lead them to
completing 26.2 miles.

See MARATHON, Page 7B

PAATOP @ LKA FODIV METWORK
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Super 6: Most likely selections by Lions at No. 2

Dave Birkett Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Trent Baalke and Brad Holmes
sounded like they were speaking from
the same script when they addressed
reporters at their respective pre-draft
news conferences this week. Owners of
the Nos. 1and 2 picks in Thursday’s NFL
draft, Baalke and Holmes both said they
had a bunch of similarly graded players
atop their boards.

“The cluster of players that we're
looking at are very, very evenly rated
and graded,” Holmes said. “And I've al-
ways said it's just what fits your team
the best.”

For the Lions, that fit is about need,
positional value, upside and . much
more. Holmes said football character,
which he defined as “being a good team-
mate, being accountable, (having a)
passion for football, perseverance, lead-
ership, work ethic (and) preparation,” is
an important part of fit. So, too, is dy-
namic playmaking ability, which the Li-
ons are seeking on both sides of the ball.

The Jaguars are believed to be con-
sidering a quartet of players at No. 1that
includes offensive tackles Ikem Ekwonu
and Evan Neal and defensive linemen
Aidan Hutchinson and Travon Walker.

Ekwonu and Neal are two of the best
players in this year’s draft, but are un-
likely choices for the Lions at two given
their depth on the offensive line. These
six players, however, could be fits.

Aldan Hutchinson

Position: Edge

College: Michigan

Vitals: 6-7, 260 pounds

Scouting report: Hutchinson earns
high marks in the football character de-
partment as a mile-a-minute player
who oozes leadership, but it would be
wrong to characterize him as just a try-
hard guy. He set a Michigan record with
14 sacks last season and turned in an
impressive 6.73-second three-cone drill
at the combine. Hutchinson has ad-
vanced pass rush moves and a high
floor. He is a virtual lock to go in the top
three picks of the draft.

He said it: “In terms of the Lions up
there at the top of the draft, Aidan
Hutchinson to me is the run-the-card-
up-if-he-gets-there (pick). ... It's too
easy of a fit there. It's a need. He brings
everything that you want on the field
and then you kind of add that other ele-
ment with the leadership and what he
could bring to a team that’s trying to get
the corner turned here. 1 think he’s
somebody that has the experience of
getting that done.” - NFL Network ana-
lyst Daniel Jeremiah

Kayvon Thibodeaux

Position: Edge

College: Oregon

Vitals: 6-4, 254 pounds |

Scouting report: A college teammate
of the Lions’ first pick in last year's draft,
Penei Sewell, Thibodeaux has been
tabbed as the potential No. 1 overall pick
since high school. He was dominant asa
freshman but was less effective in the
pandemic-shortened 2020 season and
again last year, when he played through
a high-ankle sprain. Thibodeaux is a
blur off the edge and a game-wrecker in-
side, but his personality has been a
turnoff for some in the pre-draft proc-
ess. If the Lions are comfortable with

Votes

Continued from Page 1B

A football helmet can cost anywhere
from $200 to $1,200, according to a re-
cent Google search, so this money could
go a long way in helping a program af-
ford top-of-the-line equipment..

Brother Rice returns to the field with
a roster jam-packed with Division I
recruits, hoping to rebound from last
year's heartbreaking last-second 20-17
loss to Mason in the Division 3 regional.
The Warriors posted an 8-4 overall rec-
ord and went 1-2 in the Catholic League-
Central, which included a 35-21 win in
the season opener against Macomb Da-
kota, the team it'll rematch Aug. 25 in
the Kickoff Classic.

Novi looks to qualify for the postsea-
son for a second straight year under
coach Jim Sparks, who guided the Wild-
cats toa 5-5 overall record and a 4-3 rec
ord in the Kensington Lakes Activities
Association-West during his first sea-
son leading the team. They’ll open the
season on Aug. 26 against KLAA-East
foe Belleville.

Xenith is a Detroit-based company
that manufactures football equipment
and offers helmet reconditioning at an

TREVOR RUSZKOWSKI/USA TODAY SPORTS

how he’ll mix in their locker room, he
makes sense at No. 2.

He said it: “Inside with his power,
he's tough to deal with. Outside, when
you watch him, his get-off is as good as
you'll find at the defensive end/outside
linebacker spot. He doesn’'t have the
pass rush moves. He doesn’'t have the
bend right now. A little stiff, doesn't
have great body — you talk about just
overall, say a Myles Garrett type. No-
body's going to be that way, but he’s not
the (Jadeveon) Clowney, Myles Garrett
type in terms of that bend and that agil-
ity. But he's power, he's. speed, he
chases, he closes. He’s got, like I say,
great get-off.” - ESPN analyst Mel Kiper
Jr.

Travon Walker

Position: DL

College: Georgia

Vitals: 6-5, 272 pounds

Scouting report: Walker is the fast-
est-rising player in this year's draft after
a standout combine in which he ran a
4.51-second 40-yard dash and jumped
35 % inches. A key cog in Georgia’'s na-
tional championship defense, Walker
earns high marks in the football charac-
ter department for being all about ball.
He has offensive tackle-length arms (35
% inches) but did not put up big big pass
rush numbers (six sacks, 7.5 tackles for
loss) in his lone season as a starter and
might fit best as a three- or five-tech-
nique interior lineman or 3-4 defensive
end in the NFL.

He said it: “He played in a system
where it was just everything was about
do your job. Gap discipline. Let our line-
backers go make the plays. Clog every-
thing up, up front, and so he wasn’t
asked to do that a lot. And he was drop-
ping in coverage at times. They were re-
ducing him inside as a defensive tackle
in some passing downs. I think, and
when you line him up as a pure edge and

Kickoff Classic schedule

Thursday, Aug. 25

Brother Rice vs. Macomb Dakota, 4 p.m.
Sterling Heights Stevenson vs. West
Bloomfield, 7 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 26

Allen Park vs. Wyandotte Roosevelt,
4p.m.

Belleville vs. Novi, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 27
Dexter vs. Grosse Pointe South, 1 p.m.

River Rouge vs. Cedar Springs, 4 p.m.

Ticket information

Tickets can be purchased at
detroitsports.org at a later date. One
ticket grants a fan access to an entire
day’s worth of games.

affordable price. This is the sixth season
it has been the title sponsor of the Kick
off Cassic.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandon;.

let him get after the quarterback, that
his production numbers are going to be
a lot better in the NFL than they were in
college, and that’s saying a lot.” - ESPN
analyst Todd McShay

Jermaine Johnson

Position: Edge

College: Florida State

Vitals: 6-5, 254 pounds

Scouting report: A one-time team-
mate of Walker's at Georgia, Johnson
played two seasons at Independence
Community College and two more for
the Bulldogs before earning ACC Defen-
sive Player of the Year honors in 202L
He followed his 12-sack season at Flori-
da State with a standout performance in
front of Lions coaches at the Senior
Bowl and is considered one of the best
edge run defenders in the class. There is
mixed opinion on whether Johnson is
best suited to play in a 3-4 or 4-3 de-
fense, and his age — he’ll turn 24 on the
final weekend of the 2022 NFL regular
season — has caused some to wonder
how close he is to being maxed out.

He said it: “I really like Jermaine
Johnson's tape a lot and it wouldn’t sur-
prise me if down the road he becomes
the best edge rusher in this group. He'’s
long, he’s wiry. I think that he has some
work to do. He's not a true bender, but
he can bend. There’s a power element to
his game. He plays stronger than what
his build looks like since he is so wiry.
He has what you look for. He's got great
arm length, he’s got natural quickness. I
really like Jermaine Johnson’s game,
plus for whatever it's worth, he plays the
run exceptionally well” — NFL Films
analyst Greg Cosell, on “Stoney & Jan-
sen with Heather” on WXYT-97.1 FM

Ahmad Gardner

Position: CB
College: Cincinnati

- -

Brother Rice's Xavier Bowma

Michigan defensive lineman Aidan Hutchinson speaks during a news conference at the NFL combine in Indianapolis.

Vitals: 6-3, 190 pounds

Scouting report: A Detroit native,
Gardner is the most complete corner-
back in this year’s draft. He has the req-
uisite size, strength and play speed (a
4.41 40) to be a star in the NFL, and his
long arms — 33 % inches, best of any cor-
nerback at the combine — make him le-
thal in press coverage. Nicknamed
“Sauce,” Gardner oozes confidence for
good reason: He did not allow a touch-
down during his college career.

He said it: “I truly believe I'm the best
cornerback (in this draft). I'll put the
work in ... I make sure I'm leading by ex-
ample. I'm not a smoker, not a drinker. I
never have, never will, to make sure I do
the little things right.” — Gardner, at the
NFL combine

Kyle Hamilton

Position: S

College: Notre Dame

Vitals: 6-4, 220 pounds

Scouting report: The term “unicorn”
gets thrown around too much with top
draft prospects, but Hamilton is a rare
player at the position given his size and
ball skills. He had eight interceptions in
three seasons as a starter and was wide-
ly projected as a top-five pick before he
turned in disappointing 40 times at the
combine (4.59 seconds) and his pro day.
Still, Hamilton is considered far and
away the best safety in this year’s draft.

He said it: “I think this kid's pretty
unique. He's so tall and long and rangy.
The ability to make plays from the deep
middle as well as to drop down and play
down low and be a physical player. He
can erase tight ends. The interception
he had against Florida State’s as good as
it gets, and I think from a makeup
standpoint, I haven’t got all of the back-
ground information on him, but when
you watch him cover punts as a gunner '
and see how hard he plays, I think this
guy checks all those boxes.” — Jeremiah

-

n rushes against Chicago Christ the King Jesuit back

in October at Wisner Stadium in Pontiac. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE COM
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Donation

Continued from Page 1B

Since Ava has won it twice, she’s
been able to donate $2,000 to the or-
ganization that directly supports her
brother’s teams.

What's more, Gatorade Players of the
Year can also enter a video essay contest
to win an additional $10,000 through
Play it Forward. Ava didn't win the con-
test as a junior. But this past school year,
she did. That's $12,000 she’s been able
to donate to a cause so special to Drew
over the past two years.

“Obviously, I wanted to help out Drew
and his team, and after meeting the kids
on his team and seeing the parents’
faces and seeing them cheer them on
during the games, it was special — it
was exciting to see them compete and
play a sport they love,” the senior re-

-
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Marian High athlete Ava Brizard, right, shoots some hoops in the driveway with brother Drew. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

cently told Hometown Life. “Even
though some of them may struggle to
speak like my brother, or they're strug-
gling with their own challenges, they
deserve to have the chance to play on
that big stage. It was very easy to pick
Unified.”

Unified Champions Sports isn't just
basketball.

There are teams for soccer, volleyball
and even robotics, among other sports
and extracurricular activities.

In fact, not only does Drew play on
Northville’s Unified basketball team, he
also participated in its robotics pro-
gram. And, of course, the robot his team
recently built was called a “Basketbot,”
which was able to shoot and score bas-
kets. Drew said he couldn’t decide what
was more fun about the project: Actu-
ally building the robot or making it play
basketball with a remote control.

“I just love tossing the ball,” he said.

Those were some of the things Ava
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highlighted in her video essay to Gato-
rade, a short film that featured Drew
and his teammates.

“I actually had a lot of fun making
that video,” Ava added. “When 1 saw
that it was a video submission in order
to apply for the fundraiser, I knew I had
to show my connections to the Unified
program with pictures and videos of
Drew’s teams. | knew that could help my
case to win.

“I even had a clip of Drew's robotics
team. It was really super awesome and
showed that personal connection I have
to his program. I wanted to win for Uni-
fied so badly, so I'm really happy it
worked out. I could never have dreamed
about this happening. Winning
$10,000? That's mind-boggling.”

Ava, who guided Marian to back-to-
back Division 1 state championships in
2020 and 2021, is off to play at North
Carolina State next school year. That
means she won't be able to watch Drew
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Foundation, basement, and crawl space damage can affect your home's
safety, appearance, and value. These problems only get worse with age
Repair your home's issues now... and save money in the future
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play in person in the winter, but she said
she’ll “be glued to my phone waiting for
updates after every game.”

But that's OK. One of Drew'’s favorite
things to wear at school is his NC State
shirt, and he’s already mastered the
Wolfpack hand signal that fans display
at games. He's excited about watching
his sister play in the ACC, even though
his favorite college team is Michigan.

So the siblings will continue to sup-
port each other, even if they can’t phys-
ically be there for one another.

“I didn’t get many opportunities, but
when I did get that chance to finally see
him be on the court, it was just so spe-
cial,” Ava said. “For once, I got to be the
spectator and see him succeed, and it
made me happy. He's always been the
one watching and supporting me. So it
makes me a proud sister. I have all these
accolades for working hard in volleyball,
but nothing makes me more proud than
seeing Drew get to play.”

CALL TODAY FOR A

FREE INSPECTION

Why Choose GatorGuard?

~ With GatorGuard’s proprietary coating

technology you will save yourself hours
of continued cleaning and money by not
choosing a secondary product that will
fail and have to be re-coated time after
time. Our coatings are non-porous,
making it easier to clean (when you
have to), resistant to cracks and stains,
and increase light within your space.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
...,...Q,Sk Estimator for details. Expires 4/30/2022
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BOOK NOW

FREE ESTIMATES

248-657-7136

20% OFF

End gutter cleamngvforeverﬁ

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is
finished and you're completely satisfied.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.

We guarantee that our products will keep
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for
the rest of the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & Discounts.
20% off all jobs

Ask us about our senior
citizen & military discounts

Call Today for your FREE estimate!
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Special!
Special!

Special ends on April 30"

SAVE $700

on every entry and patio door'

SAVE $300

on every window'

Minimum purchase of four,

WITH

SO 0 0%

Down Monthly Interest
Payments

FOR1YEAR'

Minimum‘purchase of four. interest accrues from the
purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months

L ae R NANPERSEN

Our entry and patio doors are gorgeous and built to function easily for years

Our composite Fibrex* window material is twice as strong as vinyl so our
weather-tight seals stay weather-tight

take v 1 Bool e Appointment.

734-335-8036

‘ :|. hases. Get $300 off each window and $700
thiy payment est when you purchase four (4) or more wandows
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aal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request
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Environmentally
Friendly Flooring
For Your Home

Floor Coverings International® carries a nice array
of environmentally friendly flooring options suitable
for any room in your home. Our sustainable flooring
options include linoleum, cork, rubber, stone, glass
tile, bamboo, wool carpet and more. Update your
floors today!
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Book a Free Consultation!

947-600-7060 e+ bookfci.com

$Q03 Day apo’y Fact ~ranchise is 8 Locally Owred ard Indeperde iy Operatng Busness

GreenSk?

NEW BATH

Walk-In Bath &
Shower Systems

DIGEHEAL SHOWER SYSTEM

s9000¢
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FREE
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DOOR

KOHLER LuxStone

ign your KOHLER® LuxStone
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CASH

Work with your New Bath Today Guru to de
Walk-In system. Your Guru makes designing your dream shower or bath easy
They will help you create a space suited to your needs — with exquisite feature:

all bearing the Kohler name — and install it hassle-free

Walk-In Systems Guru
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on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

3DAYBLINDS’

YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT
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CALL TO SCHEDULE

FREE in-home design consultation

with no obligation!

810) 294-4001

P@

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!"
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DOOR SERVICE

Al FROM DA}

"I love our new garage door that Al Garage
installed. It looks beautiful - gives our house

nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and
is insulated so the garage stays warmer. | highly
recommend them”

— Donna N - Detroit, MI

$

200 OFF

ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

12 MONTHS
| NO INTEREST'

PR ] * With parchase and instal of new garage door.
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Seekers Now!

Tap into the power of our network to
promote your open positions!

Get in front of our local

news audience and beyond.
Online, in print, and on social media.

We're the RECRUITMENT MARKETING E E
EXPERTS who can help you acquire .

the talent you need by providing
INTELLIGENT SOLUTIONS.

Let's Tak, TODAY! E

LOCALIQ RECRUITMENT

recruitads@localiq.com « 1-855-2688-3272 . localiqrecruitment.com
GET GREAT EXPOSURE FOR YOUR MUCH-NEEDED NIRING BOOST|

| RANSHFORM YOUR CONCRE T
IN JUST ONE DAY!!

SPRING SAVINGS!

$250 OFF

Not valid with any other offer or previous cmtm;l.
NFFER EXPIPES 8/70/2022.
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* Easy to keep clean

* 100% antibacterial & antimicrobial
¢ Will not chip or peel

¢ Formulated for Michigan winters

¢ Slip resistant

* Endless color options

* 15 year warranty

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE'

734-236-9222

Proudly serving Southeast Michigan
Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial  Find us on Facebook “
Coatings in Southeast Michigan
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at the very beginning.

It is important for prospective parents to have a
healthy diet to enhance fertility and for the health
of the sperm, egg and embryo.

For example, studies have shown that a nutri-
tious diet may reduce the risk of female infertility
by as much as 69%.

It is important for both men and women to in-
clude a wide variety of fruits, vegetables and pro-
tein in their diet.

Folate (aka folic acid) is very important for both
men and women:

In fact, all women of child-bearing age should
take a supplement of 400 mg folate per day to be
sure they get enough of it; this helps prevent seri-
ous neurologic birth defects such as spina bifida
and certain brain defects.

Once the baby is born, breast milk or formula
are the baby’s dietary options.

Mother’s milk is nutritious, provides immune
protection against many germs and is easy to di-
gest.

If that is not possible, then the breast-feeding
goal would be at least for as long as feasible, even
if it is just for a few days.

Formula can certainly provide a safe, healthy
alternative to breast feeding, if necessary.

Breast milk or infant formula should be con-
tinued through the first birthday.

One of the first opportunities to introduce a va-
riety of healthy choices is with the introduction of
baby food at around 6 months of age (4 months at
the earliest)

Purees including iron-fortified infant cereals,
fruits, vegetables and meats are all great options
for the beginning eater

It is recommended to give a new food consis
tently for at least 2-3 days to look out for intoler
ance or allergy.

It is now recommended to begin allergenic
foods such as nut butters, eggs, wheat and fish
around 6-7 months of age

Dr. Mary Ulrich Special to Florida Today | USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

e all know that nutrition is important. e Plants
without proper water and nutrients are sickly and
unhealthy; it is the same with humans. ¢ We need high
quality fuel to be fully empowered to be healthy and ac-
tive. e As many places are beginnihg to have an influx
of local fresh fruits and veggies, this is a great
time to explore human nutrition. ¢ Let’s begin

Be aware of choking hazards; you can mix nut
butters in with other foods to reduce choking
risk.

Avoid unhealthy foods and drinks from the
beginning.

There are some specific recommendations for
the beginning feeder.

For instance, fluoridated water should be an
added source of refreshing hydration; 2-4 oz. per
day is the goal for the 6-to-9-month-olds.

Interestingly, even though spinach is a super
healthy food, most pediatricians recommend
waiting until a baby is 8-10 months old to intro-
duce it because it has high levels of oxalic acid,
which may be difficult for kidneys to process.

_ Babies and young children are especially sus-,
ceptible to food poisoning, so all food should be

fresh and carefully cleaned before preparation.

Honey should not be given before a year old
due to the risk of botulism.

Juice, even freshly squeezed, is not recom-
mended for any age; it increases the risk of cav
ities and is high in sugar.

At about eight months, you can expand your
baby's diet to include soft foods such as yogurt,
oatmeal, mashed banana, mashed potatoes or
even thicker or lumpy pureed vegetables.

Eggs (including scrambled) are an excellent
source of protein, as are cottage cheese, Greek
yogurt, and avocado.

After the first birthday, a child should normal-
ly be on a good schedule. Most children do the
best with 3 meals and 2-3 healthy snacks per day,
so they are eating about every 2 hours

It is not recommended for a toddler to walk
around while eating; it is a choking risk, as are
hard foods such as fresh apples, carrots, and
many vegetables; these should be cooked so that
they are soft.

Nuts, popcorn and candies are not recom
mended until at least 4 years old, and meats

GETTY IMAGES
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should be cut up and tender.

The child should transition to the cup by a year
old. It is recommended for a toddler to have 16-24
oz. of whole milk/dairy per day and 16-32 oz. of
water.

The American Heart Association and the AAP
also recommend:

e Serve whole-grain/high-fiber breads and
cereals. Recommended grain intake ranges from 2
oz./day for a one-year-old to 7 oz./day for a 14-18-
year-old boy.

e Serve a variety of fruits and vegetables daily.
Each meal should contain at least 1 fruit or vegeta-
ble. Children’s recommended fruit, intake ranges
from 1 cup/day, for ages 153, to 3 cups for'a 14-18-
year-old boy.

e Introduce and regularly serve fish as an en-
trée. Avoid commercially fried fish.

e Serve fat-free and low-fat dairy foods. From
ages 1-8, children need 2 cups of milk or its equiv-
alent each day. Children ages 9-18 need 3 cups.

e Encourage plenty of water, from 4 cups a day
for the toddler to as many as 8 cups per day for a
busy teen.

e Don't overfeed.

Follow these guidelines, and you are setting
your child up to have a healthy, long life. For more
detailed information you should check out these
websites (used in preparing this article):

e The AAP site, Healthy Children:
www.healthychildren.org

e The American Heart Association: www.hear
t.org

e My Plate: www.myplate.gov

Dr Mary Ulrich is a board-certified Pediatrician
at Pediatrics in Brevard, Melbourne office. Dr. Ul-
rich is also the medical director for Aveanna Pre-
scribed Pediatric Extended Care facility in Mel
bourne as well as the medical director for Brevard
Early Steps
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BOSTON MARATHON LOCAL RUNNER RESULTS

Results of the 2022 Boston Marathon
can be found online at baa.org.

Below are results of local runners. In-
cluded are name, age and official time.

Philip Pairitz, 58, 3:49:55
Michael Mccormack, 65, 4:05:28
Colleen Hoffman, 56, 4:16:39

Farmington Hills

Thomas Bailey, 37, 3:18:35
Rebecca Gorski, 33, 3:331:21
Tendai Thomas, 47, 3:42:14
Rachael Ayotte, 45, 3:58:03
David Wong, 53, 3:59:06

Northville

Yanyib Liu, 50, 3:07:39

Fangjun Jiang, 52, 3:23:47

Chundao Che, 59, 3:30:06

Katie Millar, 44, 3:335:30

Emily Kempa, 30, 3:335:49

Raffaella Medoro-Naurato, 47, 3:41:02
Michael Webster, 62, 4:12:07

Victor Barkoski, 73, 4:35:42

Myrna Carll, 64, 4:40:24

Birmingham

Alex Beired, 52, 3:07:48
Brittany Jackson, 34, 3:37:48
Hebah Hefzy, 39, 3:42:57 Livonia {
Tyler Brown, 31, 2:56:41 : ‘ ‘ I
Blocmfield Hills Jaime Gomez-Espinosa, 57, 3:10:19 il ,’““f”“ (! A‘
i :04: ) LELE Y
Aeneas Koosis, 26, 2:55:06 Eils Keyes, 51,4:04:38 - ;”ﬂ W3

Curtiss Haskins, 40, 3:11:12 Mark Morad, 63, 4:10:19
Andrew Murray, 47, 3:18:38
Goro Tamai, 51, 3:25:33

Sara Bahu, 44, 3:42:33

Jamie Gladstone, 57, 3:44:31
Anna Stanbaugh, 52, 3:57:37
Thomas Hitchman, 61, 4:35:57

|
|

2022 Boston Marathon.
PAUL RUTHERFORD/USA TODAY SPORTS

Westland

Casey Peterson, 29, 3:26:29
Scott Kennell, 45, 3:43:12

Novi

Hisashi Kikuchi, 43, 3:05:09
Miachel Pezzetti, 55, 3:32:24
Mitsuru Kitamura, 50, 3:33:31
Kanako Nirasawa, 41, 3:336:46

Al Johnson, 61, 4:25:31
Plymouth Mary Byrd, 67, 5:03:10
Kiersten Waineo, 29, 2:50:37
Breanna Herring, 27, 2:55:56
Xaver Tomaszewski, 47, 2:59:22
Rob Gibson, 46, 3:20:08

Kate Hodgson, 29, 3:27:04
Jenn Burkett, 49, 3:29:42
Bernard Biermann, 57, 3:35:36
Jeff Foor, 52, 3:37:21

Bloomfield Township
Zachary Murray, 33, 3:23:55

Canton

Erik Wippler, 46, 2:45:10
Scott Skelton, 35, 2:52:14
Mikel Gurrea, 37, 3:00:07
Kayla hughes, 24, 3:28:47
Chuanbing Rong, 47, 3:33:14
Nichole Mackey, 26, 3:42:39

South Lyon

Farmington Hong Weng, 39, 3:335:30

Collin Hall, 35, 3:01:17
Melissa Peura, 48, 3:45:56

New Hudson
Melissa Christensen, 44, 3:40:42

Kathryn Murphy, 61, 4:06:07

Marathon

Continued from Page 1B
From China to Boston

Weng, 39, had to travel nearly 8,000
miles before she ever ran even one mile.

Born in Guangdong Province in
southeast China, Weng moved to the
United States in 1997. As a student at
Farmington Hills Harrison High School,
she joined the track and cross country
teams as a way to belong in her new
country.

“It helped me to fit in,” Weng said. “As
akid, I watched the summer Olympics a
lot. Swimming and track and field and it
really inspired me, but we don’t have the
option to be on a track and field team in
China. (Running) was for the more gift-
ed, not for the average person.”

Weng attributes the completion of
her first marathon in Detroit in 2002 to
not knowing there was a sweeper that
picked up struggling runners who were
far behind. She wanted to quit but found
the motivation to continue from the
need to get back to her car. Weng fin-
ished that Free Press Marathon in a little
over five hours.

Her marathon running might have
ended there but for her love of food,
which led to weight gain and a thought
that maybe she should keep running
and racing.

She did, running the 10-mile Crim
Festival of Races in Flint while an engi-
neering student at Kettering University,
then improving her marathon time by
30 minutes in Columbus, Ohio. A year
later she was running in Chicago and
shaving another 15 minutes off her time,
running that marathon in 4 hours and 15
minutes. She started thinking she could
qualify for Boston, but following a
break-up with a boyfriend, she strug-
gled to find the joy in running and most-
ly stopped.

Then in 2009, she met a Running Fit
group and found her motivation again.
Suddenly she was competing in more
races. Just as suddenly, with marathon
times under 4 hours, Boston felt within
her reach.

finishing the marathon.
COURTESY OF HONG WENG

Mike Pezzetti of Novi holds up his
medal after completing the marathon.
COURTESY OF MIKE PEZZETTI

three. With his children now a bit older,
he’s had more time to devote to the ex-
tensive training required.

He and Weng both run several days a
week, with a long run that can be 18-20
miles during training.

The training and sound nutrition
plans give them the confidence to do
what the general population might find
inconceivable for themselves.

Mental fortitude and “wall-to-wall”
fan support also helps to cross the finish
line, especially when the legs and lungs

The starting line of
participated. COURTESY OF MIKE PEZZETTI
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GOOD LUCK RUNNERS
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the 2022 Boston Marathon. About 3

b !

gt o . .
Boston Marathon wheelchair race men’s and women's winners Daniel Rom

and Manuela Schar pose for a photo. ERIC CANHA/USA TODAY SPORTS

Running had become a reason to are burning and runners are typically YOUT &
travel, and in 2010 she ran a 3:35 mara- hitting a wall at 20 miles, with hills still ' q
thon in Berlin, qualifying her for the 2011  to climb. I nV”OTl on TO

Boston Marathon, which she finished in
3:38.

Eleven years have passed and Weng
has now run in roughly 70 marathons

: oLy spinm nomAN caTWoLic|  [Church of the Holy Spirit] [ FIRST BAPTIST OF MILFORD
around the world, some ultra-mara- finding mental gtrength and knowing 1 CHMURCH & SCHOOL 3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highiond VISITORS WEL COME
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thons and a few Iron Man triathlons, can get through it and crossing that fin s Saturday Mass 5PM. | | : o
too. ish line and knowing how great 1 will e il |Sundoy Mass9 & 1AM I B o o s
Still, Boston is the “icing” on the run-  feel” et s e v0om, 8 [248907-5304 | novsommignanacom| B wepemom 607301
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ning cake, she said. . Speaking by phone from Boston, Pez s 2Ll PY 2 ] kel i

Driven to succeed

Pezzetti is also enamored of the race,
striving to get back to Boston ever since
he first crossed its finish line in 2017. He

qualified for the 2020 race, canceled by “Walking back a mile is so painful,” he maéfg,ougigr&é?; F¥loms e e All are Weicome!

the pandemic. He qualified for the 2021 said. “You're shivering because of the something for the entire amiig | _ e e e e | YWHItMOI@ LOk@
race, but missed the final cut when the mylar (blanket), thinking, ‘I'm never do-

number of participants allowed was cut ing this again, never doing this again.” ot Sphons Smgeto Lares e South LYOH FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
by a third. But after digging deep in the last two A ReEs = ‘the WAY' - a ministry of 10774 Nine Mile Road

“It was going to be one and done and
then I got the itch,” Pezzetti, 55, said.
“There’s nothing like it, it’s so exciting.”

Pezzetti, a former soccer player, tal-
lied 30 years of running a lot of smaller

distances before conquering his first — TICTO
marathon about seven years ago. and I never cried,” she said. “This one, 1 0, oemusia wcnmun&o:" "“
It's a bucket list thing, but yougetso was crying halfway, crying at the finish. et i S 8 et 133 Orchard Dr., Northvilie
NORTHYILL TV - WEEREND LITURGR teduy $ 00 .o

busy with family and work, and it takes
a fair amount of time to do one,” he said.
“Everything 1 do, I try to give my best ef-
fort. And 1 knew a marathon would take
a lot more effort.”

Pezzetti is an international tax ac-
countant, attoney and the father of

“I've been driven by accomplish-
ments my entire life,” Pezzetti said, prior
to the marathon. “I know there will be a
lot of pain on Monday, and it’s about

Zetti acknowledged getting back to the

hotel after finishing the race was a little-

rough, perhaps even more difficuit than
the final miles, when he drew strength
from the wall-to-wall crowds of cheer-
ing, adoring fans.

miles to earn a 2023 qualifying time, a
couple ibuprofen, and a bath with Ep-
som salt, he already is looking forward
to next year's Boston.

Weng feels the same.

I have done other more extreme races

1 am super happy, I just felt such accom-
plishment... If they let me back next
year, I will go.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromievylO.
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Hope Lutheran Church
Worship @Abbey Park
28413 Abbey Lane
New Mudson, MI
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Rev Thaomas Scheiger
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Church of the Holy Spirif|
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, Nighiand

Saturday Mass 5PM,
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-8344 | HolySpirAHighiand com
The Holy Span is Hare ome Home

Rev. M. Lee Taylor » 449-2582

2 Sunday School, #45am
¢ Worship, 1100 am. & 600 pm.

. Wednaesday Evening, 700 pm.
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This is What Job Seeker Bargaining
Power Looks Like

More than half of employed job seekers think

Your online employment marketplace.

Jobs.hometownlife.com @
844.588.9440 (B
MichiganJobs@gannett.com @

POWERED BY

ZipRecruiter

difficult to over-

their current employer will ask them to stay =~ come powertul
and make a counteroffer if they resign es in the
ZipRecruiter.com opposite
ready have at least one other offer in  direction.
Instead of asking workers to leave, their back pockets, up from 42% in
employers are increasingly begging February and 42% in January. What is Job Seek-
them to stay. ¢ 17% of job seekers say they have er Bargaining Power?

In December of 2021, for example,
3% of all payroll employees quit their
jobs, while just 0.8% were laid off or
discharged. That's a big change from
the normal pre-Covid labor market,
where 40% of all job separations were
initiated by employers.

Record-low layoffs in recent months
have coincided with record-high num-
bers of job openings and record-low
numbers of unemployed job seekers
per opening.

These unusually favorable labor
market conditions have given job
seekers and workers a boost in bar-
gaining power—and their answers in

ghosted an employer at some point
during their current job search, up
from 16% in February and 16% in
January.

e Among hourly workers, the share
earning less than $15 per hour fell to
44% from 46% in February and 50%
in January.

e Among hourly workers, the average
reservation wage rose to $21.13 in
March from $20.62 in January.

® 62% of job seekers either said they
prefer or only want remote work (19%
only want a remote job; 43% would
prefer it but accept in-person work),
much the same as in February.

The bargaining power of
job seekers refers to the pres-
sure that candidates can put
on businesses to get them to
provide higher wages and bet-
ter working conditions. Job
seeker bargaining power is

strong when:

e There are few job
seekers relative to

job openings.

= It s easy for work-

ers to switch jobs.
« Job seekers
have alternative
sources of in-

expectations and reservation

wages shows that:

« Job seekers are much more

come.

« Job seekers’ skills
are in high de-
mand.

likely to accept job offers
that are equal to or exceed
their reservation wage than
to accept jobs offering less.

¢ An unemployed job seeker’'s
reservation wage tends to
fall slowly as their unem- 1 4
ployment spell drags on.

« Job seekers reduce their res-
ervation wages as they run
out of savings and exhaust
their assets.

Continue your search at
jobs.usatoday.com

In a market where so many job seek-
ers have outside offers or are able to
suggest they know it. secure counter-offers from their exist-

Consider the following survey find- ing employers, job seekers have sub-
ings: stantial leverage and can make their
* 54% of employed job seekers think demands known—whether for higher

their current employer will ask them pay or for more remote work opportu-

to stay and make a counteroffer if nities.

they resign, up from 47% in Febru- Businesses that delay in adjusting

ary and 43% in January. compensation or that insist on em-
® 50% of job seekers who hope to find ployees returning to the office five

a new job in the next six months al- days a week may find it increasingly

a nationally representative month-
ly survey conducted by ZipRecruiter

What are Reservallon
Wages?

A worker's reservation
wage is the minimum wage that
the worker requires in order to par-
ticipate in the labor market and ac-
cept a new job. Past research on pay
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