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NOVI

Project may help rekindle downtown allure

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Even though some friends thought he
was crazy, Brian Larson was excited to
sign a 20-year business lease in Novi.

He opened Larson Jewelry Design on

Lawmakers
ask for $23M
in federal
grant funds

Local projects include
upgrading infrastructure

Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Metro Detroit’'s representatives in
Washington, D.C., are asking for feder-
al money intended to help local gov-
emment and community assets.

The requests are made through fed-
eral earmarks, a practice reinstated in
2021 that allows congress members to
request funds for projects in the com-
munities they represent.

Requests must target not-for-profit
entities and must be something the
representative doesn't have a personal
financial stake in.

In metro Detroit, Westland and
Canton caught the attention of law-
makers and racked up the most ear-
mark requests, also called community
project funding requests.

These requests are for fiscal year
2023, which begins Oct. L

Here are the project requests from
Hometown Life area representatives,
who all happen to be Democrats:

City of Westland

Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib re-
quested $3.5 million for Westland’s
proposed community center at the
former Marshall Upper Elementary.
Sen. Gary Peters is also asking for
$2.5 million for the project. City offi-
cials expect a retrofit of the old school
into a recreation and community cen-
ter, which Westland currently doesn’t

See GRANTS, Page 7A
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Main Street in 1999, the first retailer to
move into the city’s newly-created
downtown.

More than two decades later, he looks
out the window at empty sidewalks and
vacant storefronts and acknowledges
this is not what he signed up for.

“We are a downtown jeweler without
a downtown,” Larson said. “This was
supposed to be the first of eight build-
ings up to Novi Road, there was sup-
posed to be a skywalk, a development
across the street. It was a grandiose
plan.”

Instead, Novi’'s downtown looks like
a ghost town: tables and chairs outside
of restaurants lacking diners, no pedes-
trians shopping or even out enjoying the
warm, sunny weather.

See ALLURE, Page SA

‘Milford ’22 grad breaks
Down syndrome barriers

As her mother Laura O’Connell, left, listens, Molly O'Connell talks about her

education in the Huron Valley Schools system. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Susan Bromiley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Molly O’Connell graduated along
with hundreds of other Milford High
School students and, like many of them,
is college-bound this fall.

And yet, this accomplishment puts
her in a class by herself.

Molly has Down syndrome, and she’s
breaking stereotypes and antiquated
ideas about what those born with her
genetic disorder are capable of. The 17-
year-old has earned her certificate of
completion and will soon be a Concor-
dia University student.

“I am proud of myself,” Molly said.
“And I'm proud of my mom and dad, too
and my siblings.”

Laura and Tim O’Connell are ex-
tremely proud of their daughter, as are
Molly’s six siblings, which includes her
fraternal twin Erin. All of them have
been champions for a mainstreamed,
inclusive education for Molly.

“The lesson is: Raise the bar,” Laura
O’Connell said. “Have expectations for
all children, regardless. A lot of parents
have lowered their expectations. Any
kid will accomplish what they are ex-
pected to.”

She knew different challenges would
face each of her twins, one neurotypical
and one not, but she was determined
they would not be separate in their edu-
cation.

Individuals with Down syndrome are
born with an extra chromosome which
affects both mental and physical devel-
opment. There are three types of the ge-
netic disorder and Molly has the rarest,
mosaic. Tested at birth, 20 percent of
her cells were found to have the extra
chromosome while 80 percent did not.

The O'Connells started significant
early interventions, and Molly had a
“mirror” in her twin Erin.

See GRAD, Page 6A
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Northville woman earns state award
for drunken driving prevention work

Courtesy of Governor's Traffic Safety
Advisory Commission.

Rana Abbas-Taylor of Northville is
being recognized by the Governor's
Traffic Safety Advisory Commission for
being a tireless advocate for drunken
driving prevention.

Abbas-Taylor was honored May 24
during the Traffic Safety Awards Virtual
Ceremony. The commission recognizes
organizations, programs and individ-
uals for outstanding involvement in
traffic safety.

Nominated for an Outstanding Traf-
fic Safety Achievement Award, Abbas-
Taylor is commended for successfully
building support among the public,

“This progress would not have been possible without Rana (Abbas-Taylor)
turning her family’s tragedy into a mobilizing force for change ...”

Allison LaPlatt MADD Volunteer Resource Specialist, when nominating Abbas-Taylor for the award

policymakers and auto industry to have
drunken driving prevention technology
installed in new cars.

On Jan. 6, 2019, five members of Ab-
bas-Taylor's family were killed while
traveling on Interstate 75 from Florida to
their home in Michigan. A driver, whose
blood-alcohol level was nearly four
times the legal limit, drove on the wrong
side of the interstate and hit the Abbas
family’s vehicle head-on.

After learning that more than 200

CITY OF NOVI1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, July 18, 2022 at 7:00 PM. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile
Road, Novi, Ml to consider MAKING A RECOMMENDATION TO THE_CITY COUNCIL
FOR SBAKURA NOVI JSP 22-.09 PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN. SITE CONDOMINIUM.
PHASING PLAN. WETLAND PERMIT. WOODLAND PERMIT. AND STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVAL. THE SUBJFCT PROPERTY IS ZONED TC-1
WITH A PRO AGREEMENT. The subject property is approximately 15.4 acres and is located
north of Grand River Avenue and south of Eleven Mile Road, east of Town Center Drive (Section 23).
The applicant is proposing a mixed-use development with retail, office, and restaurant uses and up
to 132 residential townhomes

drunken and impaired driving preven-
tion technologies currently exist for ve-
hicles, Abbas-Taylor chose to channel
her loss into helping end America's
drunk-driving epidemic.

She worked with Mothers Against
Drunk Driving and Congress to get leg-
islation passed that would make it man-
datory to have drunken and impaired
driving prevention technology installed
in all new vehicles.

Abbas-Taylor also testified at a U.S.
Senate traffic safety hearing, spoke at
events with members of Congress, and
told her story during news conferences
and interviews.

Called the Honoring Abbas Family
Legacy to Terminate Drunk Driving Act,
the legislation eventually became part

of the infrastructure bill that was signed
into law in 2021

“This progress would not have been
possible without Rana turning her fam-
ily’s tragedy into a mobilizing force for
change that will keep other families in
Michigan and every state from suffering
the devastating traumatic loss Rana has
experienced,” said MADD Volunteer Re-
source Specialist Allison LaPlatt in
nominating Abbas-Taylor.

The Governor's Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Commission was formed in 2002 to
serve as the state’s forum for identifying
key traffic safety challenges and devel-
oping and implementing plans to ad-
dress those issues.

The commission includes repre-
sentatives from the departments of
state police, transportation, education,
state, and health & human services, as
well as the Office of the Governor, the
Aging and Adult Services Agency, and
the Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning.
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Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department in the Novi Civic Center.
Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-23-126-018

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and any
written comments may be made to the Plan Review Center, 46176 W Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48376
during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A M. to 5:00 P.M., and must
be received by 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, July 18, 2022.

Novi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish: June 23, 2021
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PROPERTY Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on July 13, 2022, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the Novi
Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider: PZ22-0028 (RN Construction)
41934 Aspen Drive, West of Meadowbrook Road and South of 10 Mile Road,
Parcel 50-22-26-264-001. The applicant is requesting variance from the City of Novi Zoning
Ordinance section 3.1.5 for a rear yard setback of 21.74 feet (36 feet required, variance of 13.26
feet). This variance will accommodate the building of a new acreened in porch. This property is
zoned Single Family Residential (R-4).

PZ22-0029 (Steve Kolis) 239588 Presidio Lane, West of Beck Road and South of 10 Mile
Road, Parcel 50-22-20-227-081. The applicant is requesting variance from the City of Novi
Zoning Ordinance section 3.1.5 for a rear yard setback of 30.27 feet (35 feet required, variance
of 4.73 feet). This variance will accommodate the building of a new screened in porch. This
property is zoned Single Family Residential (R-3).

PZ22-0030 (Singh Development) East of Novi Road and South of Grand River Ave,
Parcel 50-22-23-161-039, 50-22-23-176-035. The applicant is requesting variances from
the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from Section 3.6.2.H to allow a 20-foot building setback
adjacent to the RM-2 District (117 feet required, variance of 97 feet); and Section 5.10 to allow
perpendicular parking on a major drive, which is not permitted. This property is zoned Town
Center-1 (TC-1).

Publish: June 23, 2022
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CITY OF NOV1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday, July 13, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 46176
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider MICHIGAN CAT CATHERINE DRIVE ACCESS
PARCEL PRO _JZ21-22 FOR PLANNING COMMISSION'S CONSIDERATION OF A
PLANNED_REZONING_OVERLAY (PRO) CONCEPT PLAN_ASSOCIATED WITH
ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 18.734, TO REZONE FROM I-1 (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL)
TO 1-2 (GENERAL INDUSTRIAL).The subject site totals approximately 5.29 acres of the
32.39 acre site and is part of Parcel 50-22-23-361-066, which is located east of Novi Road and
north of Ten Mile Road (Section 23). The site is proposed to be used as outdoor storage for
construction equipment related to Michigan CAT’s shore and pump operations. The equipment
will be a maximum of ten feet tall in height and will be stored year-round.

Plans and more information are available for review by contacting the Community
Development Department at the following email address, bmcbeth@cityofnoyvi.org.
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Subject Parcel ID: 50-22-23-351-065

All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 46176 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM.,
Wednesday, July 13, 2022.

Nowvi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish: June 23, 2022 00008780112 ¥

CITY OF NOV1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday, July 13, 2022, at 7:00 PM. in the Novi Civic Center, 45176
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider JSP21-27; SHELTER BAY ANIMAL HOSPITIAL.
FOR SPECIAL LAND USE AND PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN APPROVAL. The subject
property, 39681 Twelve Mile Road, totals approximately 3.16 acres and is located west of
Haggerty Road and south of Twelve Mile Road (Section 13). The subject property is zoned B-3
(General Business). The applicant is proposing to renovate a former Ruby Tuesday Restaurant
into an animal hospital and ghost/catering kitchen. Minor improvements are proposed to the
exterior of the site.

Plans and more information are available for review by contacting the Community
Development Department at the following email address, bmcbheth@citvofnoyi.org,

= - City of
Farmington Hills

SUBJECT
PROPERTY

Subiect Parcel ID: 50-22-13-200-015

All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 45176 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM ,
Wednesday, July 13, 2023. :

Novi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish: June 23, 2022 LO-00087ER1 11 307
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Novi, Westland first responders plan youth academies

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Metro Detroit’s first responders want you ... Yeah,
you! There in the middle of your summer vacation
from school.

Novi, Westland, and Canton and White Lake town-
ships are some of the communities hosting youth
academies for those with professional aspirations.

Police and firefighters want to build leadership
skills as they host classes that feature tours and fun
exercises to get students thinking about their proper
place in the world of emergencies and criminal justice.

Novi Police Detective Julie Warren, who also serves
as the department’s school resource officer, said the
city’s youth academy for young teens had about 30
participants last year.

An essay and recommendation letter are needed,
but those who do the work can expect to learn more
about what first responders do. That includes working
with canines, ripping apart vehicles and doing some
physical training and team building.

Participants should expect some laughs since this
is an opportunity for police officers and firefighters to
share the cheerier aspects of their personalities.

June 27 is the deadline for this year's July 25-29
academy. The city has been hosting a summer youth
academy for more than 10 years.

“Often times, kids want to come back year after
year,” Warren said. “It’s just a really great program for
kids to be a part of.

Nia Mackerl, of Novi, learned how to roll a fire hose in
2019 at the week-long Novi Police and Fire Youth
Leadership Academy. HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

“It’s just a really good opportunity for kids to gain
some leadership skills and to branch out and be
around kids they might not normally hang out with in
the summer and see what police officers and firefight-
ersdo.”

Westland Police Department is hosting a Police

Money
Matters

Rick Bloom
Guest columnist

Dear Rick:

I am in the process of
updating my estate plan.
1 am divorced, in my
mid-70s and have two
adult children.

In my previous estate
plan, my two children re-
ceived my entire state
equally; however, 1 want
to make a few adjust-
ments.

My son's political be-
liefs have become so dif-
ferent from mine that I
am afraid of what he’ll do
with the money. I don't

My attorney is hesi-
tant to make this change
for me.

He believes 1 should
consider how this change
will impact the relation-
ship between my son and
daughter. '

Do you think it's ap-
propriate for the attorney
to question my wishes? If
he won’t make the change
even though he drafted
my previous estate plans,
is it easy to hire another
attorney?

Thank you, Marty

Dear Marty:

Your attorney is more
than an order taker. Re-
member, your attorney
also acts as your counsel-
or, and you want him to
play devil's advocate.

timately, the final deci-
sions are up to you.

An estate planning at-
torney asks the client
questions so the estate
plan can be drafted in a
way that is legal and
meets the clients’ needs.
You can always change
attorneys; it happens all
the time.

Whenever a client
wants to disinherit a
child, I try to explain the
associated conse-
quences. I do this to make
sure they have thought
the issue through and are
not making an emotional
decision.

As an estate planning
attorney, I make sure that
the estate plan reflects
the client’s wishes and is

Never forget that your
attorney works for you -
you don’t work for them.
No matter what you've
hired the attorney for,
whether it's an estate
plan or any other legal is-
sue, if you're not happy
with them or you feel that
they do not have your
best interest at heart, the
simple solution is to part
ways with them and hire
a new attorney.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-
only financial advisor.
His website is www.bloo-
madvisors.com. If you
would like him to respond
to your questions, email
him at rick@bloom-
advisors.com.

Youth Academy for eighth- through 12th-grade stu
dents for the week of July 18. The deadline is June 24

One goal is to get participants interested in becom
ing police service aides and eventually Westland po
lice officers.

K9 demonstrations, mock traffic stops, a visit to
Schoolcraft College’s police academy and exposure to
evidence tech work is part of the plan

‘I've already got in the last week about 10 applica
tions. We've already gotten off to a good start,” Sgt
Brandon Paris said, noting that Wayne-Westland
schools helped publicize the summer learning oppor
tunity.

Here’s more information about this summer’s youth
academies:

Westland Police Youth Academy: Eighth- through
12th-grade students can apply. June 24 is the deadline
for this July 18-22 event, whichwillrun9 a.m. tol1p.m.
every day. The application can be found by clicking
here.

Novi Police & Fire Youth Leadership Academy will
run 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 25-29 for students 13 to 16
years of age during the time of the academy. The dead-
line to complete the application is June 27

Canton: Application deadline has passed for this
June 27-30 event.

White Lake Township: Application deadline has
passed for this July 25-29 event.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown-
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter
@susanvela.

Due to the holiday,

our office hours and

obituary placement
times may vary.

Please contact us at
800-926-8237 or
detroitobits@gannett.com
for further details.
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Novi Community School District

2019 Bond
SECTION 00 11 13

support his political Part of his job is to drafted in a way that will
causes and therefore, I question you to make be legally enforced. I
have decided todisinherit sure you understand the want to make sure that
him and leave everything consequences of any ac- the client understands
to my daughter. tions you might take. Ul- their options.

CITY OF NOVI, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF OFFICIAL PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST
FOR THE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Clerk's Office will conduct a Public Accuracy Test of the
Optical Scan tabulating equipment to be used for the Election to be held on Tuesday, August
2, 2022. The test will be conducted at 4:00 PM on Wednesday, June 29, 2022 at the Novi Civic
Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, M1 48375.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the program and computer that
will be used to tabulate the results of the election, counts the votes in the manner prescribed
by law. This test is open to all interested parties. For further information, contact the
Novi City Clerk's Office at 248-347-0456.

CORTNEY HANSON, MMC, MiPMC 11
CITY CLERK

Publish: June 23, 2022
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NOTICE OF REGISTRATION FOR THE
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022
CITY OF NOVI, MICHIGAN

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF NOVI:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that any qualified elector of the City of Novi who is not already
registered, may register to vote at the office of the City Clerk; the office of the County Clerk;
a Secretary of State branch office, or other designated agency. Registration forms can be
obtained at mi.gov/vote and mailed to the City Clerk. Voteras who are already registered may
update their registration at www.expressSOS.com.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the local clerk is Monday,
July 18, 2022.

After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector r‘nay register to vote in person with proof
of residency (MCL 168.492) at the City of Novi Clerk's office, located at 45175 Tep Mile Road,
Novi, MI 48376 at the following times:

*  Regular business hours: Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
*  Saturday, July 30, 2022 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
*  Election Day, Tuesday, August 2nd from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City of Novi will be voting for purposes of electing
candidates for the following offices:

STATE: Governor

CONGRESSIONAL: Representative in Congress

LEGISLATIVE: State Senator and Representative in State Legislature
COUNTY County Commissioner

And for the purpose of electing Delegates to County Convention of the Democratic and
Republican Parties

Persons with special needs as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact
the Clerk’s Office.

Cortney Hanson, MMC, MiPMC 11
City Clerk

Publish: June 23, 2022

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids for the Novi Community School District, 2019 Bond, Bid Package #8, consisting
of: Bid Package #8 — Novi High School Remodel - Phase 2 will be received through
Building Connected until 1;:00PM on. July 21st. 2022.

1. All proposals shall be submitted electronically through Building Connected: hitps//app.
buildingconnected.com/public/5ae227ade0d395000fd245641 (McCarthy and Smith
Plan Room)

2. For instructions on how to submit a bid please go to the following link: https://
buildingconnected.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/360010222793-How-to-submit-
your-bid-through-BuildingConnected-

Bids submitted after this time and date will not be considered or accepted. Faxed

and/or E-mail proposals will not be accepted. Sealed Bids will be publicly opened,

read aloud and tabulated, beginning at approx. 1;:00PM on, July 21st, 2022. Bid

Opening will be publicly conducted via a Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting

https//us02web.zoom,us/i/858910079387pwd=Y0x VKOYvU2daQmRBSUY2ZU9OcCtKZz09
Meeting ID: 868 9100 7938 Passcode: 493104

One tap mobile

+16465688666,,86891007938#,,,,°493104# US (New York)
+13017168692,,86891007938#,,,.*493104# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location

+1 646 6568 8666 US (New York)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 858 9100 7938
Passcode: 493104

Find your local number: https/us02web.zoom.us/w/kbOwlYIrDo

This Bid Package will consist of separate sealed Bids for-the following Bid Divisions:

101: Sitework 114: Aluminum Entrances / Storefront/ Glass &
. Glazing

116: Meta Studs / GPDW / EIFS

118: Carpet / Resilient Tile Flooring

120: Painting »

128: Casework

140: Plumbing

. 141: Fire Suppression

108: Carpentry / General Trades 142: HVAC

109: Roofing / Sheetmetal 143: Electrical .

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Architecture. will be available for public inspection
at the main office of the Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex
Circle, Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room,
Bloomfield Hills; and the Builder’s Exchange, Lansing. Bidding Documents will be
available beginning on Thursday, June 28th, 2022 via Building Connected.

There will be a Pre-Bid Meeting on Wednesday, July 6th, at 3:00 PM. at Novi High
School located at 24082 Taft Rd, Novi, M1 48375, Novi MI 48376. The purpose of the
meeting will be to review the project bid documents & schedule, and to answer any questions
bidders may have. Following the meeting, the bidders will have the opportunity to visit the
project site. The pre-bid meeting is not a mandatory meeting however, bidders are strongly
encouraged to attend

All bids must include the Familial Disclosure Affidavit (Section 004205), the Iran Linked
Business Affidavit (Section 004210), and the Criminal Background Check Affidavit (Section
004220). All Bids muast be accompanied by a Bid Security. in either the form of a bid bond or
certified bank check, in the amount of five (5) percent of the amount of the Bid, payable to Novi
Community School District, as a guarantee that if the Bid is accepted, the School District is
secured from loss or damage by reason of the withdrawal of the Bid or failure of the Bidder to
enter a Contract for performance, Further, the Bidder will execute the Contract, provide the
required insurance certificate(s) and file the required bonds within ten (10) days after notice
of award of Contract but prior to Work commencing

+1 301 715 8692 US (Washington DC)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

102: Asphalt Paving / Site Concrete
103: Selective Demolition

104: Concrete Footings & Foundations
1056: Interior Concrete Flatwork

106: Masonry

107: Steel

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder may be required to furnish a Performance Bond
and Labor and Material Payment Bond in the amount of 100% of the contract price

Novi Community School District reserves the right to reject any or all bids received, to waive
any informalities and irregularities in the bidding, and to accept a bid other than the lowest
bid

0008780102 et Publish: June 23. 20
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Coftee shop, clothing store fill new Northville building

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville is known for its historic
buildings. But two of the city’s newest
businesses call its newest building
home.

Mithai and Chai, an Indian coffee
shop, recently opened on the ground
floor of the new building at 345 E. Cady
St., across the road from the Tipping
Point Theatre. It joins Revir, a clothing
and accessory store, on the first floor of
the building.

Rebecca Grewal, owner of the two
shops, said the new building was need-
ed for Grewal Law, husband Mick Gre-
wal'’s law firm, which previously operat-
ed in a smaller space in Northville and
needed more room.

“It's experiencing growth. It has been
for the last five years or six years, so this
was just a really nice addition,” she said.
“And it allowed us to put kind of a head-
quarters here. And it's just beautiful.”

The coffee shop and retail store
opened earlier in June.

Grewal said the coffee shop prides it-
self on making unique drinks that are
popular in places like India, England
and elsewhere.

“This is what you would get in an In-
dian home. And we wanted to share
that,” she said. “The process of making
it is a lot different. There are no syrups
or concentrates in ours. It’s the old way.”

While she wants to bring flavor to
Northville, Grewal also wants to bring
fashion. A fashion designer who spent
time working in New York, she returned
to her native Michigan and began cre-
ating clothing here. Several pieces in
Revir are her own creation, manufac-
tured at her warehouse near Lansing.

She realized she wanted to be closer
to home and decided to return to Michi-
gan several years ago. Once here, Gre-
wal said she worked to build up a fash-
ion industry here, finding employees
and designing clothing.

It's the first brick-and-mortar loca-
tion Revir clothing can be purchased:
she’s had an online store for about a
year.

She's worked at creating fashion
pieces out of Michigan Fashion Proto for
more than a decade, though she said she
did halt production and switch to creat-

Inside Revir in downtown Northville, the first brick-and-mortar storefront for
fashion designer Rebecca Grewal. PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ing personal protective equipment to
help combat the COVID-19 pandemic.
Her facility helped make gowns and
masks to provide to health care profes-
sionals of all kinds.

“We wound up supplying, I think it
was over 75 different facilities,” she said.
“And then we wound up getting to them
all the dentists, because everyone forgot
about them.”

Grewal said she hopes to continue to
grow her brand and expand, opening in
other communities similar to Northville.
That feeling, she said, is what she wants
to experience at each of her stores.

“The hope is to grow into more loca-
tions in charming towns in Michigan,”
she said. “Everything I've done since I
moved back from New York is about
Michigan.

“This town was the perfect place to
start it.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.
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The new building at 345 E. Cady St. in
downtown Northville houses a law
office on the upper floor, with Revir
and Mithai and Chai on the first floor.

Lauren Kroll, a cafe associate, preps an

Grewal owns both new businesses. order at Mithai and Chai in Northville.
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Continued from Page 1A

The city council hopes that will
change with Singh Development’s
Townes of Main Street project, a 196-
multi-family unit development con-
tained in 32 townhome buildings.

“The fact Singh is saying (they) are
going to build this is probably one of the
biggest stories of the year so far, and we
have a lot of big stories in Novi,” Mayor
Pro-Tem Dave Staudt said. “Ten to 12
years ago we probably would have been
wringing our hands (over) so much den-
sity and so many people squeezed to-
gether, but you know what? That is the
way of the world now.”

Todd Rankin, speaking on behalf of
Singh, said The Townes of Main Street
would be an important addition to the
downtown area.

The developer shared a vision “to
create a dynamic, attractive city core” in
the project which will fill about 18 vacant
acres on the north and south sides of
Main Street east of Novi Road.

Mayor Bob Gatt was excited about
the prospect, particularly as he recount-
ed that more than a decade ago Main
Street was deemed a blighted failure af-
ter a convoluted condo project failed,
the economy hit the dirt and businesses
closed.

“Finally before us is a bunch of
homes and a bunch of people that will
live there,” Gatt said when the council
approved a preliminary site plan for the
project. “I see robust, vigorous growth
and a boom to Novi and every business
in that area.

“I want everyone to know, I am 1,000
percent behind this and it's the best
news I've heard in many, many years.”

Complicated history

Kathleen Mutch, a 51-year resident of
Novi and former chair of the city’s his-
torical commission, said downtowns
normally emerge or develop from exist-
ing residential settlements. Churches,
butcher shops, tailors and more spring
up to fill a need in areas where homes
are clustered together.

But that didn’t happen in Novi, where
large farms dotted the landscape.

“The village of Novi just wasn't big
with a concentrated area of residents,”
Mutch said. “As close as the Begole
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Brian Larson, owner of Larson Jewelry Design, right, stands with his son, Daniel Larson, outside the store on Main Street in
downtown Novi. The area hasn’t attracted the number of visitors Brian Larson expected when he signed the lease in 1999.
“We are a downtown jeweler without a downtown,” he said. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

house is to Novi Road, there would have
been a church, maybe two houses.
Eventually there was a gas station
there.”

As she pondered why Novididn’t nat-
urally evolve a downtown like North-
ville, Farmington or Milford, Mutch said
it was a “convergence of issues, espe-
cially in the '70s when Novi was just
starting out as a city.”

It wasn't until 1985 that county and
city officials began developing a plan for
a “traditional” downtown. Then, almost
a decade passed that included a recall
effort against council members who
supported the plan, before Vic's World
Class Market opened as an anchor for
the development.

In 1996, a ribbon cutting ceremony
opened “Main Street Novi.” The follow-
ing year, tenants began moving into the
Main Street Village apartment complex,
a Singh development. But in the years
that followed, the “traditional” down-
town didn't attract celebration.

A July 2004 special report in the Novi
News, “Creating Novi's Downtown,” be-
gins by stating Main Street Novi had
struggled to achieve the success origi-
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nally envisioned, with lawsuits between
the developer and tenants, foreclosures,
bankruptcies and distressed properties.
The young downtown also was shunned
by some businesses in favor of the then-
new Fountain Walk development.

The article quotes then-Mayor Lou
Csordas saying he saw a “significant
turnaround” coming for the downtown
with the addition of several new busi-
nesses.

However, many of those have come
and gone, along with a great many of
their replacements.

Mainstays still around include Lar-
son Jewelry Design, the first store on
Main Street. Bd Mongolian Grill, fea-
tured in a photo in the 2004 report,
stands in the same location.

But other storefronts have “for lease”
signs in the windows, or in the case of
the massive building formerly occupied
by Michigan Beer Company and DUEL
Novi piano bar, a message that the busi-
nesses closed after five years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The council was overwhelmingly op-
timistic about the new development fi-
nally realizing the potential for the
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listening to your favorite vinyl, a
quite conversation, or a secret meant for your
ears only, your hearing is important - the team
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downtown, but Mutch acknowledged
personal mixed feelings about it. The
new development will be good for exist-
ing businesses in the area, but she feels
it's unlikely to attract outsiders.

The low visibility of the downtown
from both Novi and Grand River is a po-
tential pitfall, as are the lack of a library,
post office, or government offices found
in other downtowns.

“When you're looking to change from
a ghost town, you have to wonder why
developers didn't take interest,” Mutch
said. “I think the biggest challenge will
be to get (residents of the Singh apart-
ments or townhomes) to actually be in-
terested in the kinds of businesses lo-
cated there now or that developers will
draw in the types of businesses these
people would patronize.”

Larson is cautiously optimistic for
the new plans. He knows that existing
businesses and new ones need more
foot traffic to survive

“We need people,” he said. “The
downtown I've always wanted and envi-
sioned needs people.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com
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With every typical early childhood
milestone, Molly was just steps behind,
Laura said.

When it came time for kindergarten,
Laura objected to Molly being placed in
a contained, special education class-
room with children who could be non-
verbal or aggressive or a variety of other
needs unlike her daughter's.
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