THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022 | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

NORTHVILLE

Downtown streets to stay closed for good

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Anideaborn out of helping business-
es survive the COVID-19 pandemic is
now a permanent fixture in downtown
Northville.

The closures of Main Street and Cen-

ter Street in the heart of the city will re-
main closed to motor vehicle traffic per-
manently. The decision by the city
council at its Aug. 1 meeting comes less
than two months after the council voted
to extend the closures downtown
through early November.

After reviewing more information

Novi woman’s
homicide goes
unsolved for

3 years, leaving
family upset

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Tia Joe had birthday visitors in July
when her mother and young son vis-
ited her Grand Lawn Cemetery grave in
Detroit.

Joe’s burial site has a new head-
stone where son Braxton sang “Happy
Birthday.”

He was weeks away from his fourth
birthday. His mother would have been
25 years old if she had survived the
bullet that ripped through her Oakland
Glens manufactured home three years
ago in Novi.

“He was like, ‘This is Mommy, my
mommy, ” Joe’s mother, Trina Ben-
nett, said. “He said he wanted to open
the top of it up to see Mommy. Then he
put his ear to it and said, ‘I can’t hear
her’”

Now living in Oak Park, Bennett
finds strength in her grandson while
her daughter’s homicide remains un-
solved.

Braxton wears a brace on his left leg
because of his own gunshot wound
and consequent nerve damage. The
young boy played and wandered past

his grandmother as she shared more
about their loss.

“I know I have to be strong for him,”
she said, holding on to sweet memo-

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

ill Erwin began farming when

and taking in more details, the city
council addressed the street closures is-
sue again, making the decision to keep
the roads closed to cars, allowing pedes-
trians and diners tb continue using the
street.

Supporters of the closures said they
were helping attract and retain younger

Erwin Orchards owners: Bill and Linda Erwin with the last crop of apples grown under their care. The cou
owned the orchard for more than 50 years, has now retired. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Grandpa didn’t fire me after that. Before
he died, he changed his mind about
keeping me around.”

Bill Erwin continued farming for the

residents and visitors, something they
said the city should continue to do.

“I'd submit that we need to roll out
the welcome mat to families,” Council-
man Andrew Krenz said. “To me, that is
something that is enviable to any of my

See STREETS, Page 2A

ple, who have

Erwin Orchards owners share memories as they prepare to say goodbye

ries while frustration with Novi police
occasionally gets in the way.

Tia Joe was working at Walmart
and had been studying to become a
certified nursing assistant when she
and her son lived with Bennett at Oak-
land Glens near Novi and 13 Mile roads.

See HOMICIDE, Page 2A
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he was about 12-years-old,

making 50 cents an hour dig-

ging up weeds at the orchards
owned by his grandfather.

Three days later, James Nelson Er-
win fired his grandson.

“He said I wasn’t worth what I was
getting paid,” Bill Erwin, now 77, re-
calls with a wry smile. “He thought 1
wasn’'t working hard enough. [ told my

dad, ‘1 don’t have to work. He fired me,
but my dad sent me back_ to work.
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next 65 years, maintaining with great
success the Erwin Orchards legacy be-
gun by his grandfather in 1920, and
which Bill has owned with wife Linda for
the past 50 years.

“This is a special kind of life,” Bill Er-
win said. “It’s a whole different world,
and most people have no idea what goes

on. But it’s all I know. It’s been a great
life.” :

Sde MEMORIES, Page 3A
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Self-storage
building
planned east
of downtown

Northville

David Veselenak Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Some new life could come to a com-
mercial area near downtown North-
ville.

The Northville Township planning
commission is reviewing plans for ren-
ovating a building to add a self-storage
facility.

The building, located at 807 Doheny
St., would see major renovations and
the addition of dozens and dozens of
individual storage units.

Renovations would take place in the
western part of the building formerly
occupied by the Jack Doheny Compa-
ny. The eastern portion — currently
occupied by Jim's Oil Depot will re-
main with an existing lease in place.

“All the changes to the building it-
self for now will take place west of the
oil change,” building owner Jon Hutto
said. “We don’t know what the long
term is for Mr. Davis. That’s his deci-
sion.”

Major facelift on the exterior is
planned, as well as work inside to con-
vert the building into the storage facil-
ity. The building would have about
28,000 square feet for storage units of
varying sizes, Hutto said.

The facility would be the latest
owned by Hutto, who also is an owner
of Country Storage in Lyon Township.

Jennifer Frey, township planner,
said the plans, which call for a some
additional landscaping to be added to
the property, would fit well with a the
special land use proposed.

“It's a developed site,” she said.
“Adding landscaping is going to help
introduce some green space back to
the site.”

The planning commission voted
unanimously July 26 for approval of
the special land use.

A rendering of what the building
could look like after renovations.
COURTESY OF NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP
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Tia Joe.

Homicide
Continued from Page 1A

Wanting to be a good mom, Joe
brought home a piece of cake and put
Braxton in a new outfit to celebrate
when he reached 6 months of age.

It wasn’t long after when gunshots
startled Bennett awake during the
early morning hours of April 7.

“He was crying,” Bennett said. “I
went to the room. I tried to turn on the
lights. All the lights were out. The
smoke detector was going off.

“When they ran out of the house,
they knocked the utility pole in the
yard down. They shot her in the
house.”

Neighbors have said they heard
screaming and calls for help before
first responders arrived and pro-
nounced the pregnant woman dead.
Her surviving son would spend nearly
three months receiving hospital care.

Tia Joe's older brother would sus-
pect men she had been involved with.
Her best friend would be unable to
name anyone wanting to harm the
woman she had known since middle
school.

Three years into the investigation
and Novi police detectives still contact
the family every few months for an up-
date and to check on Braxton.

“I can share their frustration,” De-
tective Mike Marchetti said. “With it
being an open investigation, there’s

Streets

Continued from Page 1A

friends that come in from out of state
or out of town.”

The roads were closed in 2020 at
the beginning of the pandemic to allow
for better social distancing and add
more seating since there were restric-
tions on indoor seating. Since then,
the closures have become hot topic of
discussion in the community, with
many different opinions on how to
move forward with the streets. A sur-
vey on the issue completed by thou-
sands was also conducted.

After gathering more information,
the council voted 4-1 to permanently
continue with the closure of Main
Street between Center and Hutton and
3-2 to keep Center Street closed be-
tween Main Street and Dunlap.

Worry about lack of use
in winter months

Mayor Brian Turnbull, who voted
against both resolutions, said he plans
to do what he can to support the clo-
sures. He said the downtown will most
likely stay active through the end of
the year, but said the challenge will
come in January, February and March
to keep the downtown active.

“It will be outstanding throughout
the end of the year. There is no ques-
tion. January, February, March, we will

127 Additional remedies

ci.northville.mj.us.

CITY OF NORTHVILLE
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 07-18-22

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Northville City Council has adopted Ordinance No.
07-18-22. The ordinance amends Chapter 86 Utilities, Article III Stormwater in the Code
of Ordinances. It adopts the Wayne County Stormwater Engineering Design Standards for
stormwater management by modifying Sections 86-106 Adoption of county storm water
management ordinance, and 86-109 Applicability, and add the following Sections: Sec. 86-122.
Maintenance required, Sec. 86-123. Transfer of property, Sec. 86-124. Record drawings and
certification, Sec. 86-125. Periodic self-inspections required, Sec. 86-126. Notice, and Sec. 86-

The ordinance was introduced for first reading on July 18, 2022 and was adopted by the
City Council on August 1, 2022. The ordinance shall become effective on August 12, 2022.
The complete text of the ordinance is available for public inspection at the City of Northville
Municipal Building, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, MI 48167 and on the City website www.

DIANNE MASSA, CMC, MiPMC, CITY CLERK
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not much more. I can’t give you specifics
just because it's open and ongoing.”

Tabrian Joe misses his little sister.
Heck, he even misses their fights and
those times she would mess with his
mood.

“She was a sweet person. She was a
fighter. I mean ... She was everything to
us,” he said. “It has been three years.
Given that it was Novi, it should be a
faster process. They should have caught
the person by now.”

Daijah Hayes met Tia Joe when they
were middle school students attending
George Washington Carver Academy in
Highland Park.

Tia Joe was the new girl.

“She was really, really quiet,” Hayes
said. “One day, we just started talking.
We literally just clicked and we just
stayed friends. We had a lot of stuff in
common. We did a lot of stuff together.”

Their birthdays were a day apart. The
girls grew into women, and Hayes said
her friend loved being a mom and was
striving to be the best mom possible.

Hayes suspects the person who shot
Tia Joe knew her and the layout of the
manufactured home she shared with
her mother and son. :

“I never thought it would be un-
solved,” Hayes said, noting that she saw
her friend about a week before the
shooting. “She was fine. She was nor-
mal. She was upbeat. She was happy.

“She was just so vibrant. She was
caring. She was loving. If she could help
you, she would help you. She was a
sweetheart.”

Novi police found Tia Joe fatally shot inside this Rousseau Driv

e home in 2019.

Bennett said her daughter was doing
her best to become a great mom. The
Detroit high school graduate had prior
experience working in the dining room
of a Brookdale senior home and had fin-
ished CNA coursework to return to such
an environment.

Things big and small could make her
smile.

Before she died, Tia Joe told her
mother she wanted Braxton’s first birth-
day to have a safari theme. Bennett had
wanted a LEGO theme, but she honored
her daughter’'s wishes with a “safari”
birthday and “a ton of people” at Brook-
dale.

Braxton turns 4 in September, and
his grandmother wants him to have a
good day.

“He’s my strength,” she said. “I tell
everybody he’s my strength. I know I
have to be strong for him.”

Crime Stoppers of Michigan is offer-
ing up to $2,500 for information that
could help solve Tia Joe’s case. Contact
Crime Stoppers of Michigan at 1-800-
773-2587 or 1-800-SPEAKUP.

According to a flier, “Tia Lanae Joe
and her infant son were found shot on
Sunday, April 7, 2019, in the city of Novi.
They were discovered at 4:10 a.m. in the
29000 block of Rousseau Drive near
Carousel Street.

“The homeowner believed an intrud-
er had entered the residence. Tia Joe
was deceased and her infant son sur-
vived his injuries.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at
svela@hometownlife.com.
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Main and Center streets will remain closed to cars for good after a recent vote by

L

the Northville City Council. DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

have to work this extremely hard,” he
said. “We will now have to work with our
business owners to see how we make
this work through the winter.”

He said it's crucial special events
take place to keep the downtown acti-
vated, especially during the colder
months.

That low activity in the winter was
one reason many residents have said
they want to street to reopen to cars.
One such resident was Teresa Folino,
who supported the closures initially but
said it was time to allow vehicles to trav-
el the two roads at least part of the year.

“I would like to speak in favor of com-
promise. I dislike the streets being
closed all the time. I think that our com-
munity should be open,” she said. “I'm
not opposed to change but I think it
needs to be a compromised change.”

Part of that compromise, one local
busjness owner said, should include ex-
tending the closures to include other
parts of the street. Karry Bazzi, owner of
The Lava Grille on Main Street between
Center and Wing streets.

She said it would benefit her restau-
rant and others on the western side of
downtown.

“I completely understand why the
businesses in the closed area want it
closed. I think there needs to be a fair
playing field,” she said. “If you're going
to keep it closed, please consider ex-
panding the closure to include the Lava
Grille, the coney island and the Garage
or open it back up completely.”

¥ ( L]

Lost road funding
with street closures

Some of the new information consid-
ered by the city council on the road clo-
sures had to do with funding. If the
roads remain closed permanently, the
city loses Act. 51 dollars for those
stretches. That amounts to more than
$3,100 annually.

“If the roads are closed, there’s less
wear arid tear on the roads,” City Man-
ager Pat Sullivan said. “On the other
hand, you're now maintaining roads
that you want to make sure pedestrians
don’t trip on, so there’s a little bit of a
higher standard of maintenance than
just maintaining an open street.”

The bigger consequence could be if
major repairs are needed: the closures
also mean those portions would not be
eligible for federal funding for construc-
tion, an amount that can encompass as
much as 80% of a project.

Krenz said the loss of the Act 51 funds
is something the city can absorb.

“That’s less than the contingency on
that epic new printer that we signed up
for in June,” he said, referencing an
agenda item taken up during the June
meeting where the street closures were
last discussed. “That’s (money) that,
one way or another, I think we can ab-
sorb even if we lose that funding. To me,
that’s a non-factor.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728.

—— e
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The old barn at Erwin Orchards in Lyon Township
stood 109 feet high at its peak and could be seen
from the expressway for years. It was razed due to
fear of fire that would result in the loss of crops.
COURTESY OF BILL AND LINDA ERWIN

Memories

Continued from Page 1A

Last month, the couple retired, selling their 180-
acre farm, a portion of which will be kept as orchards
and run by Blake Farms, but keeping a bushel of mem-
ories.

“We're retired, and every day is a Saturday,” Linda
Erwin said on a recent sunny afternoon at the couple’s
home on Silver Lake Road, across from the orchard
they tended for so many years. “We can get up and do
whatever we want and don’t have to worry about the
responsibilities of this place.”

But longtime friends and customers know “this
place” won’t be the same without them.

Erwins as a farming family

Bill Erwin is a fourth generation farmer with his
great-grandfather, William Erwin, growing apples in
the area. But it was James Nelson Erwin who obtained
160 acres of land at 10 Mile and Novi roads in a tax sale
in1920 and subsequently asked his sons JW (Bill's fa-
ther) and Edward to join him, adding smaller pieces of
land around the area.

The family purchased 350 acres of land in Lyon
Township in 1950 and at one point the Erwin family
had 650 acres total. However, some parcels were sold
off as family members got out of the business until
about 180 acres remained at Silver Lake and Kent Lake
roads where the orchard is now.

Bill Erwin has fond childhood memories of sledding
on those roads and playing hide and seek in a red barn
that was 109 feet at the peak and could be seen from
the expressway.

That barn was taken down as a preventive measure
after an arsonist burned another structure on the
property.

Also gone is the house where Bill Erwin grew up and
at which he and Linda had their wedding reception.

The pair were both South Lyon High School gradu-
ates and met while she was still a 16-year-old student,
working at Grimes Market where Bill delivered.apples.
The two married Nov. 18, 1967.

“We've been through the good and bad and man-
aged to endure,” Linda Erwin said with a laugh. “Bill
says when you work with your spouse, you double the
number of years, because working together is hard.”

Farming life is a labor of love

Linda Erwin said it helped that they worked differ-
ent parts of the farm and didn’t have time to clash. She
was in retail and started off serving cider and dough-
nuts that they purchased before putting in their.own
cider mill. She later initiated a school tour program, at
the height of which ushered through 18,000 children in
a season.

Meanwhile, Bill Erwin was focused on caring for the
trees and growing the apples, a year-long endeavor.

In winter, it was pruning trees every day and clean-
ing up the wood. When the leaves began to show up on
the trees in spring, it was ensuring the trees were free
of fungi and insects seven days a week.

When the apples were ready in late summer and
early fall, they would start picking at 7 a.m. and quit at
7 p.m., sorting the apples by good, bad and size

Erwin Orchards owners Bill and Linda Erwin at their home in Lyon Township. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Variety is the spice

The apple varieties, the size of the trees, the way
they are harvested, the technology and treatments
have all changed dramatically through the years.

Bill Erwin said in the early days of the orchard his
grandfather grew Wagner, Winesap, Steel Red, Port-
land and Snow apples.

McIntosh was a mainstay, but when the Erwins be-
gan planting their own trees, they added Red Delicious
and Golden Delicious. Every year, they planted a few
more trees.

“My uncle used to say, ‘If you aren’t planting trees,
you're dying,” Bill Erwin recalled. “We replaced varie-
ties when they weren’t as popular. ...

“A tree will last as long as you want it to, but
that’s only as long as people are interested in that va-
riety”

Honeycrisp is one of the favorites now. McIntosh
has always been favored for pies, but Northern Spy
also gained in popularity as that is what Linda Erwin
preferred to use.

“We made hundreds every year,” she said. “Nobody
knew what Northern Spy was, but we coined ‘Spies for
pies’ and it became one of the most popular apples.”

The Erwins eventually began planting smaller
“dwarf” trees to replace the 20-30-foot tall apple trees,
enabling “U-pick,” which started on land they farmed
in New Hudson.

“Carrying a 24-foot ladder around all day was no
fun,” Bill Erwin said. Smaller trees and u-pick meant
less time for employees to pick, less time to prune the
trees, less time to spray them.

Changes through the seasons

When they began farming, the yield was 30-40
bushels of apples from a single tree, with 135 trees to
an acre. At one point, he adds, there were 55,000 apple
trees in Erwin Orchards. Now there is closer to 40,000.

For the past 25-30 years, Bill Erwin has used inte-
grated pest management, which is defined by the US-
DA as “a sustainable approach to managing pests by
combining biological, cultural, physical,-and chemical
tools in a way that minimizes economic, health, and
environmental risks.” T

One of these tools is to emit scents that confuse
male and female insects, preventing them from find-
ing each other.

Mother Nature can’t always be fooled, though —
weather is the ultimate boss and in no year was that
more evident than in 2012. That April, the entire apple
crop was lost in 22-degree weather following an early
budding from unseasonably warm March temper-
atures (80 degrees).

The Erwins had a foreboding of the coming loss that
March when vacationing with friends in China and
learned that temperatures in Michigan were 80 de
grees.

“We knew we were in trouble,” Bill Erwin said, re-
calling they would find a single apple that had sur-
vived.

Besides the weather, finding labor was always a
challenge. At one point, the orchard had more than 100
employees, many of them seasonal laborers from Mex-
ico.

U-pick was a game changer for the Erwins in the
early ‘80s. Although it cost more for start-up in buying
the smaller trees, the costs were recouped quickly

Visitors to
Erwin Orchards
can travel by
tractor to get
to and from
apple trees.
PHOTOS BY

JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE
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Ericka Kruegel lifts up her daughter Madelyn, 4, so
she can pick some ginger gold apples in 2021.

Thanks for the memories

For the past decade or more, the Erwins have wel-
comed about 250,000 visitors per year at the orchards
and cider mill, and they never fail to be amazed by the
generosity and love they’ve been shown. Their or-
chards have been the location of wedding proposals
and the nuptials themselves, as well as annual family
fall pilgrimages spanning multiple generations.

Visitors have made the trek from as far as Australia
just to get their fall fruit, and of course, the cider and
doughnuts.

Linda Erwin admits that when they opened the ci-
der mill in 1997, they didn’'t know what they were do-
ing. It seems they figured it out rather quickly. Erwin
Orchards wonbest cider in the state for four consec-
utive years, 1999-2002, thanks to their master cider
maker, William Emery, who would end up working for
them a total of 45 years.

“He just knew the taste people would like, and he
started playing with the variety,” Linda Erwin said.
“People love the different ciders and he would freeze
them in October or September and then produce and
choose.”

And of course, they loved the doughnuts, the exact
recipe of which will remain confidential.

“We would have to kill you if we told you,” Linda Er
win said with a laugh when asked for the secret of deli-
cious doughnuts. “The recipe is going to stay with us,
not because we wouldn’t share it, but because not ev-
eryone wants to make pumpkin. We do wish the Blakes
the best.”

Still, she gives some clues for home bakers — the
flour comes from Barrett’s Doughnut mixes, but some
special ingredients are added in.

What does their next season of life hold?

Linda Erwin is looking forward to more travels with
their daughter, and she and Bill expect more visits to
California to see their only child. She also plans to
write a children’s book about the orchard, in which she
will feature their dog Harley, a Coton de Tulear.

As for Bill Erwin, he maintains once a farmer, al
ways a farmer. He wants to travel to other orchards and
spend time among the trees, perhaps revisiting a fa-
vorite pastime when he would pause among the work
and take a moment for gratitude.

“Sometimes in spring or summer, I would take a
blanket out there in the orchard and lay down and look
up and say, ‘'The Lord has done a nice job.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.comor 517-281-2412. Follow her on Twit-
ter @SusanBromleylO.
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Which millages passed Tuesday?

Sophia Lada Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK

Green Oak Charter Township has the
green light to construct a new head-
quarters for its fire department and pur-
chase a fire truck, following the approv-
al of a bond proposal Tuesday.

The Green Oak Charter Township
won approval of a $12.5-million bond to
fund construction of a new station. The
proposal passed, 3,451-1,693.

Tracy Chamberlain, the deputy chief
of the Green Oak Charter Township Fire
Department, said they’'re hoping to start
building this winter.

“We’re appreciative of the communi-
ty support and we’re excited to get the
project started,” he said.

The current fire station was built in
1992. Chamberlain said staffing has in-
creased since then and they need more
space.

The proposed facility will be 18,500
square feet, with more room for staff
quarters and a large training room.

The bond also covers the cost of a
new ladder truck.

The bond will be paid off over 20
years with an estimated millage of
0.5905 mills in the first year.

The new station will be built behind
the current station at 9384 Whitmore
Lake Road.

Other millages that passed include:

e A road millage renewal for Cohoc-
tah Township for 2023 to 2026. The
millage is for 1.5 mills and will provide
dust control, improvements and main-
tenance of roads. The levy will raise
about $167,908 in its first year. It passed
625-220.

e The Cromaine District Library has
proposed a millage renewal that would
not exceed 1.4313 mills for 10 years, from
2023 to 2032. It will raise about
$2.2 million in the first year. It passed
4,595-2,648.

e Fowlerville had a mosquito control
program millage proposal of up to 0.75
mill. In its first year, the millage will
raise about $45,000. It passed, 371-94.

e Fowlerville Community Schools
asked district residents to approve a
Headlee Amendment tax override to re-
store the district’s operating millage to
the full 18 mills. In addition, the district
asked for the millage to be increased an
additional 0.6682 of a mill. The addi-
tional millage will be levied if the Hea-
dlee Amendment reduces the operating
millage and allows the district to main-
tain the full 18 mills. The millage will
raise about $3 million. It passed, 1,950-
1,494.

e A millage proposal for the Hamburg
Township library for 2022 to 2029 will
raise about $1million in its first year. The

levy is 0.90 mill, which is an increase
of 0.1386 mill from the recently expired
tax. It passed, 3,711-2,510.

e Howell Township had a road mill-
age renewal proposal for 0.9019 mill.
The millage will go toward improve-
ment and maintenance of roads, start-
ing Jan. 1, 2023, and ending Dec. 31,
2026. The levy will raise about
$243,287 in the first year. It passed,
1,202-516.

e The Howell Area Fire Authority
sought an increase from the current1.5
mills. The new request was for 2 mills
for eight years, starting in 2023. The
millage will raise $4.3 million in the
first year. It passed, 8.053-3,030.

e Putnam Township had a fire de-
partment millage proposal to increase
the current levy by 0.25 mill. The in-
crease will make the millage 1.8959
mills for six years, 2023 to 2028, to
fund operating and equipping the de-
partment. The levy will raise about
$809,000 in its first year. It passed,
1,363-937.

One millage did not pass.

Dexter Community Schools asked
for a recreation millage for 20 years,
from 2022 to 2041, for up to 1 mill. The
levy would have raised $1.4 million in
the first year. It failed, 4,696-3,352.

South Lyon
voters pass
$18.4M bond
to fix roads

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A majority of South Lyon voters
agreed the roads need to be repaired in
the city and they are willing to pay for
it.

An $18.4 million bond proposal on
Tuesday’s ballot passed with 1,535 yes
votes to 1,121 no votes.

The estimated millage to be levied
next year is19946 mills and the simple
average annual millage rate to retire
the bonds over the next 10 years is
4.0894 mills.

The council has grappled with a
road improvement plan the past few
years. The total estimated cost of fix-
ing all of the roads in the city exceeds
$40 million and is continually increas-
ing.

About two years ago, a PASER study
found that the condition of 97% of the
city’s roads were rated poor or very
poor.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley
at sbromley@hometownlife.com.

Milford OKs 2-mill increase for fire department, raises for council

Susan Bromley and Susan Vela
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Milford will be getting a full-time fire-
fighting staff after voters approved a 2-
mill increase for the fire department.

The measure won by a comfortable
margin with 2,822 yes votes to 2,114 no
votes.

Among the yes votes was Nancy Fan-
fair.

“When you come down to it, how
much more are you actually paying to
support the fire department?” she

asked. “It’s like — what? - a nice dinner
out. It's not that much, and if it’s to help
support our community, it’s kind of a no
brainer.

“You definitely don’t want to be living
in an area where the houses burn down,
and nobody could have helped them.”

The 3.25 millage for 10 years will fund
12 new full-time firefighters, as well as
all other needs for the department, in-
cluding expensive equipment such as
custom-made fire trucks to replace ag-
ing engines.

Fire Chief Tom Moore had sought the
increase after struggling for years to
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keep a paid on-call firefighting staff
with consistent responses to emergen-

cies.

Stephen LaFave, who has lived most
of his life in the Milford area, voted no.

“We keep adding more and more tax-
es, (and) it’s hurting the little people,”
LaFave, 28, said. “That’s why I voted no.

Some people just can’t afford that.

“I'm proud that people come and vote
for these local elections. (But) I definite-
ly think people need to think about what
will be affected and who will be affected

by whatever they vote on.”

Besides the fire millage, Village of

Milford voters also approved, although
by a slimmer margin, a measure to
amend the village charter which in-
creases council member’s pay from
$7.50 per meeting to $50 per meeting.
The council had never received a pay in-
crease. Total pay per council member
will be capped at $1,500 per year.

The proposal passed with 1,084 yes
votes to 952 no votes.

Susan Vela contributed to this report.
Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleylO.
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Lyon Twp. may ask voters to double fire millage

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Lyon Township voters may see a mill-
age request for the fire department on
the November ballot.

The millage under consideration,
which first came before the township
board just last week, is for 3 mills. It
would replace the 1.58 mills voters ap-
proved in 2014 and which expires in two
years.

Fire Chief Ken Van Sparrentak cited
tremendous residential and commercial
growth in requesting a millage that is
nearly double the existing one.

“We're looking at an increase in the
millage to focus on staffing and aging
buildings and consideration of future
growth,” he said, adding that the town-
ship is consider a third station and pos-
sibly even a fourth which would also
need equipment and personnel.

Some board members had expressed
surprise at see the fire millage resolu-

tion on the board’s Aug. 3 agenda.

Despite increasing scrutiny on the
fire department’s needs, including pos-
sible locations for new fire stations for
quicker response times discussed last
month, and the decision to hire full-
time firefighting staff three years ago,
the millage request was a new, sudden
discussion.

“This literally came in front of us two
days ago,” Trustee Kristofer Enlow said.
“This would be the largest tax increase
we would be asking residents to ap-
prove. We've had two days and a work
session. To me, it’s an extreme time
crunch. This is a huge decision and ob-
viously, this board has always support-
ed you. I don’t want to screw you over, I
want it funded and done, but it’s tough
to figure this out.”

Supervisor John Dolan said the
township needs a higher millage to run
the fire department, but didn’'t know
how much. He noted there had been a
lot of conversation on building a third

station and he was unsure how they
could staff it without additional funds.

“We have to get an operating millage
passed before we build a third station,
we're still having trouble manning the
stations we have,” Dolan said.

Treasurer Patty Carcone said getting
the millage on the ballot now is impor-
tant for several reasons.

“They are not going to have enough
money for the next two years,” she said,
adding that the measure should be on
the gubernatorial or presidential ballot
to get the best turnout.

There is no general election next year
and to hold a special election would cost
the township roughly $60,000. Carcone
noted that waiting until 2024 would put
the fire millage on the same ballot as a
police millage for the township that will
be over 3 mills.

“Forgo this and we go to the 1ith hour
in November 2024,” she said. “If they
don’t get it passed then, there’s no mon-
ey coming in. Zero.”

Trustee Sean O’'Neil observed that
when the 2014 millage passed, the
township wasn’t doing what it is now
with adding full-time fire staff.

“It’s no secret it costs more money,”
he said. “We don’t have enough revenue
coming in. If it goes on the ballot, that
tells us what (voters) want. What is the
number? I don’t want to ask for more
than we need, but what we need.”

Van Sparrentak agreed that more dis-
cussion should occur and that officials
did have “a window.”

That window is quickly closing for
this year’s ballot. The board will meet at
5 p.m., Aug. 11 to discuss the fire millage
proposal.

The deadline for submitting the bal-
lot language is August 16. If it is ap-
proved, it will join a Lyon Township Li-
brary millage request on the November
ballot.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleyl0.

Roundabout construction will shut down intersection for 3 months

Jennifer Eberbach Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A busy intersection in Green Oak
Township near U.S. 23 closed to traffic
for more than three months beginning
Aug. 8.

Construction of a single-lane round-
about was set to begin at the intersec-
tion of Rickett and Winans Lake roads,
located south of Brighton near the Lega-
cy Center Sports Complex.

Livingston County Road Commission
Managing Director Steve Wasylk told
Livingston Daily that all traffic, includ-
ing emergency vehicles, will have to de-
tour around the construction.

Posted detours will shift traffic to
Whitmore Lake, Maltby and Hamburg
roads.

Winans Lake and Rickett roads will
remain open to local traffic, but will
completely close at the intersection.

The roundabout will be completed
about Nov. 15, according to a road com-
mission advisory.
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The intersection currently has a stop
sign on Rickett Road; traffic on Winans
Lake Road doesn’t stop.

Members of the Road Commission
Board of Directors approved a bid from
Battle Creek-based Hoffman Bros Inc.
for more than $1.65 million.

The project will be funded by a 50/50
split between Green Oak Township and
the road commission.

Green Oak Township Supervisor
Mark St. Charles said the township has
a road improvement agreement with
several developers in the area to share
part of the township’s portion of the
cost.

St. Charles said invoices will be sent
to each party in the agreement.

He said the township has already
committed $250,000.

“That will leave us approximately
$100,000 short, which I will be asking
the board to make it up possibly out of
(American Rescue Plan Act) funds,”
he wrote Livingston Daily in an email
Aug. 1.
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Avoid traffic citations

Several years ago, the Livingston
County Sheriff’s Office reported dozens
of motorists ignored an intersection clo-
sure at Chilson and Coon Lake roads in
Genoa Township, where a roundabout
was constructed.

Sorne motorists were cited for driv-
ing through that construction zone,
risking damage to their own vehicles
and the construction zone itself.

“It's a closed construction zone, and
it'’s closed for a reason,” Wasylk said.
“You could damage your vehicle or dam-
age what has been constructed, and it
would need to be redone, if you went
through fresh concrete, for example.”

He said the road commission some-
times has to call on the sheriff’s office
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