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Erwin Orchards owners Bill and Linda Erwin with the last crop of apples grown under their care. The couple, who have 
owned the orchard for more than 50 years, has now retired, susan bromley/hometownlife.com

An idea born out of helping business­
es survive the COVID-19 pandemic is 
now a permanent fixture in downtown 
Northville.

The closures of Main Street and Cen­

ter Street in the heart of the city will re­
main closed to motor vehicle traffic per­
manently. The decision by the city 
council at its Aug. 1 meeting comes less 
than two months after the council voted 
to extend the closures downtown 
through early November.

After reviewing more information

residents and visitors, something they 
said the city should continue to do.

“I’d submit that we need to roll out 
the welcome mat to families,” Council­
man Andrew Krenz said. “To me, that is 
something that is enviable to any of my

Tia Joe had birthday visitors in July 
when her mother and young son vis­
ited her Grand Lawn Cemetery grave in 
Detroit.

Joe’s burial site has a new head­
stone where son Braxton sang “Happy 
Birthday.”

He was weeks away from his fourth 
birthday. His mother would have been 
25 years old if she had survived the 
bullet that ripped through her Oakland 
Glens manufactured home three years 
ago in Novi.

“He was like, ‘This is Mommy, my 
mommy,’” Joe’s mother, Trina Ben­
nett, said. “He said he wanted to open 
the top of it up to see Mommy. Then he 
put his ear to it and said, T can’t hear

Now living in Oak Park, Bennett 
finds strength in her grandson while 
her daughter’s homicide remains un­
solved.

Braxton wears a brace on his left leg 
because of his own gunshot wound 
and consequent nerve damage. The 
young boy played and wandered past 
his grandmother as she shared more 
about their loss.

“I know I have to be strong for him,” 
she said, holding on to sweet memo­
ries while frustration with Novi police 
occasionally gets in the way.

Tia Joe was working at Walmart 
and had been studying to become a 
certified nursing assistant when she 
and her son lived with Bennett at Oak­
land Glens near Novi and!3 Mile roads.

B
ill Erwin began farming when 
he was about 12-years-old, 
making 50 cents an hour dig­
ging up weeds at the orchards 
owned by his grandfather.

Three days later, James Nelson Er­
win fired his grandson.

“He said I wasn’t worth what I was 
getting paid,” Bill Erwin, now 77, re­
calls with a wry smile. “He thought I 
wasn’t working hard enough. I told my 
dad', ‘I don’t have to work. He fired me,’ 
but my dad sent me back,to work.

and taking in more details, the city 
council addressed the street closures is­
sue again, making the decision to keep 
the roads closed to cars, allowing pedes­
trians and diners to continue using the 
street.

Supporters of the closures said they 
were helping attract and retain younger
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Grandpa didn’t fire me after that. Before 
he died, he changed his mind about 
keeping me around.”

Bill Erwin continued farming for the 
next 65 years, maintaining with great 
success the Erwin Orchards legacy be­
gun by his grandfather in 1920, and 
which Bill has owned with wife Linda for 
the past 50 years.

“This is a special kind of life,” Bill Er­
win said. “It’s a whole different world, 
and most people have no idea what goes 
on. But it’s all I know. It’s been a great Edward Erwin at Erwin Orchards in 

Lyon Township. Edward founded the 
business in the 1940s with his father 
and brother. He died in 2019. submitted
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Tia Joe.
Novi police found Tia Joe fatally shot inside this Rousseau Drive home in 2019.
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Self-storage 
building 
planned east 
of downtown 
Northville

Some new life could come to a com­
mercial area near downtown North­
ville.

The Northville Township planning 
commission is reviewing plans for ren­
ovating a building to add a self-storage 
facility.

The building, located at 807 Doheny 
St., would see major renovations and 
the addition of dozens and dozens of 
individual storage units.

Renovations would take place in the 
western part of the building formerly 
occupied by the Jack Doheny Compa­
ny. The eastern portion — currently 
occupied by Jim’s Oil Depot will re­
main with an existing lease in place.

“All the changes to the building it­
self for now will take place west of the 
oil change,” building owner Jon Hutto 
said. “We don’t know what the long 
term is for Mr. Davis. That’s his deci­
sion.”

Major facelift on the exterior is 
planned, as well as work inside to con­
vert the building into the storage facil­
ity. The building would have about 
28,000 square feet for storage units of 
varying sizes, Hutto said.

The facility would be the latest 
owned by Hutto, who also is an owner 
of Country Storage in Lyon Township.

Jennifer Frey, township planner, 
said the plans, which call for a some 
additional landscaping to be added to 
the property, would fit well with a the 
special land use proposed.

“It’s a developed site,” she said. 
“Adding landscaping is going to help 
introduce some green space back to 
the site.”

The planning commission voted 
unanimously July 26 for approval of 
the special land use.

Continued from Page 1A

DIANNE MASSA, CMC, MiPMC, CITY CLERK

Publish. August 11,2022 L00008789500 3x3

Lost road funding 
with street closures

Worry about lack of use 
in winter months

StreetsA rendering of what the building 
could look like after renovations.
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Homicide
Continued from Page 1A

Wanting to be a good mom, Joe 
brought home a piece of cake and put 
Braxton in a new outfit to celebrate 
when he reached 6 months of age.

It wasn’t long after when gunshots 
startled Bennett awake during the 
early morning hours of April 7.

“He was crying,” Bennett said. “I 
went to the room. I tried to turn on the 
lights. All the lights were out. The 
smoke detector was going off.

“When they ran out of the house, 
they knocked the utility pole in the 
yard down. They shot her in the 
house.”

Neighbors have said they heard 
screaming and calls for help before 
first responders arrived and pro­
nounced the pregnant woman dead. 
Her surviving son would spend nearly 
three months receiving hospital care.

Tia Joe’s older brother would sus­
pect men she had been involved with. 
Her best friend would be unable to 
name anyone wanting to harm the 
woman she had known since middle 
school.

Three years into the investigation 
and Novi police detectives still contact 
the family every few months for an up­
date and to check on Braxton.

"I can share their frustration,” De­
tective Mike Marchetti said. “With it 
being an open investigation, there’s 

friends that come in from out of state 
or out of town.”

The roads were closed in 2020 at 
the beginning of the pandemic to allow 
for better social distancing and add 
more seating since there were restric­
tions on indoor seating. Since then, 
the closures have become hot topic of 
discussion in the community, with 
many different opinions on how to 
move forward with the streets. A sur­
vey on the issue completed by thou­
sands was also conducted.

After gathering more information, 
the council voted 4-1 to permanently 
continue with the closure of Main 
Street between Center and Hutton and 
3-2 to keep Center Street closed be­
tween Main Street and Dunlap.

Mayor Brian Turnbull, who voted 
against both resolutions, said he plans 
to do what he can to support the clo­
sures. He said the downtown will most 
likely stay active through the end of 
the year, but said the challenge will 
come in January, February and March 
to keep the downtown active.

“It will be outstanding throughout 
the end of the year. There is no ques­
tion. January, February, March, we will 

not much more. I can’t give you specifics 
just because it’s open and ongoing.”

Tabrian Joe misses his little sister. 
Heck, he even misses their fights and 
those times she would mess with his 
mood.

“She was a sweet person. She was a 
fighter. I mean ... She was everything to 
us,” he said. “It has been three years. 
Given that it was Novi, it should be a 
faster process. They should have caught 
the person by now.”

Daijah Hayes met Tia Joe when they 
were middle school students attending 
George Washington Carver Academy in 
Highland Park.

Tia Joe was the new girl.
“She was really, really quiet,” Hayes 

said. “One day, we just started talking. 
We literally just clicked and we just 
stayed friends. We had a lot of stuff in 
common. We did a lot of stuff together.”

Their birthdays were a day apart. The 
girls grew into women, and Hayes said 
her friend loved being a mom and was 
striving to be the best mom possible.

Hayes suspects the person who shot 
Tia Joe knew her and the layout of the 
manufactured home she shared with 
her mother and son. •

“I never thought it would be un­
solved,” Hayes said, noting that she saw 
her friend about a week before the 
shooting. “She was fine. She was nor­
mal. She was upbeat. She was happy.

“She was just so vibrant. She was 
caring. She was loving. If she could help 
you, she would help you. She was a 
sweetheart.” 

Main and Center streets will remain closed to cars for good after a recent vote by 
the Northville City Council, david veselenak/hometownlife.com

have to work this extremely hard,” he 
said. “We will now have to work with our 
business owners to see how we make 
this work through the winter.”

He said it’s crucial special events 
take place to keep the downtown acti­
vated, especially during the colder 
months.

That low activity in the winter was 
one reason many residents have said 
they want to street to reopen to cars. 
One such resident was Teresa Folino, 
who supported the closures initially but 
said it was time to allow vehicles to trav­
el the two roads at least part of the year.

“I would like to speak in favor of com­
promise. I dislike the streets being 
closed all the time. I think that our com­
munity should be open,” she said. “I’m 
not opposed to change but I think it 
needs to be a compromised change.”

Part of that compromise, one local 
busjness owner said, should include ex­
tending the closures to include other 
parts of the street. Karry Bazzi, owner of 
The Lava Grille on Main Street between 
Center and Wing streets.

She said it would benefit her restau­
rant and others on the western side of 
downtown.

“I completely understand why the 
businesses in the closed area want it 
closed. I think there needs to be a fair 
playing field,” she said. "If you’re going 
to keep it closed, please consider ex­
panding the closure to include the Lava 
Grille, the coney island and the Garage 
or open it back up completely.”

Bennett said her daughter was doing 
her best to become a great mom. The 
Detroit high school graduate had prior 
experience working in the dining room 
of a Brookdale senior home and had fin­
ished CNA coursework to return to such 
an environment.

Things big and small could make her 
smile.

Before she died, Tia Joe told her 
mother she wanted Braxton’s first birth­
day to have a safari theme. Bennett had 
wanted a LEGO theme, but she honored 
her daughter’s wishes with a “safari” 
birthday and “a ton of people” at Brook­
dale.

Braxton turns 4 in September, and 
his grandmother wants him to have a 
good day.

“He’s my strength,” she said. “I tell 
everybody he’s my strength. I know I 
have to be strong for him.”

Crime Stoppers of Michigan is offer­
ing up to $2,500 for information that 
could help solve Tia Joe’s case. Contact 
Crime Stoppers of Michigan at 1-800­
773-2587 or 1-800-SPEAKUP.

According to a flier, “Tia Lanae Joe 
and her infant son were found shot on 
Sunday, April 7,2019, in the city of Novi. 
They were discovered at 4:10 a.m. in the 
29000 block of Rousseau Drive near 
Carousel Street.

“The homeowner believed an intrud­
er had entered the residence. Tia Joe 
was deceased and her infant son sur­
vived his injuries.”

Contact reporter Susan Vela at 
svela@hometoumlife. com.

Some of the new information consid­
ered by the city council on the road clo­
sures had to do with funding. If the 
roads remain closed permanently, the 
city loses Act. 51 dollars for those 
stretches. That amounts to more than 
$3,100 annually.

“If the roads are closed, there’s less 
wear arid tear on the roads,” City Man­
ager Pat Suljivan said. “On the other 
hand, you’re now maintaining roads 
that you want to make sure pedestrians 
don’t trip on, so there’s a little bit of a 
higher standard of maintenance than 
just maintaining an open street.”

The bigger consequence could be if 
major repairs are needed: the closures 
also mean those portions would not be 
eligible for federal funding for construc­
tion, an amount that can encompass as 
much as 80% of a project.

Krenz said the loss of the Act 51 funds 
is something the city can absorb.

“That’s less than the contingency on 
that epic new printer that we signed up 
for in June,” he said, referencing an 
agenda item taken up during the June 
meeting where the street closures were 
last discussed. “That’s (money) that, 
one way or another, I think we can ab­
sorb even if we lose that funding. To me, 
that’s a non-factor.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometoumlife.com or 
734-678-6728.
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Erwin Orchards owners Bill and Linda Erwin at their home in Lyon Township, susan bromley/hometownlife.com

Variety is the spice Thanks for the memoriesMemories
Continued from Page 1A

Erwins as a farming family

Changes through the seasons

Farming life is a labor of love

AUSCH’

Ericka Kruegel lifts up her daughter Madelyn, 4, so 
she can pick some ginger gold apples in 2021.

For the past decade or more, the Erwins have wel­
comed about 250,000 visitors per year at the orchards 
and cider mill, and they never fail to be amazed by the 
generosity and love they’ve been shown. Their or­
chards have been the location of wedding proposals 
and the nuptials themselves, as well as annual family 
fall pilgrimages spanning multiple generations.

Visitors have made the trek from as far as Australia 
just to get their fall fruit, and of course, the cider and 
doughnuts.

Linda Erwin admits that when they opened the ci­
der mill in 1997, they didn’t know what they were do­
ing. It seems they figured it out rather quickly. Erwin 
Orchards wonbest cider in the state for four consec­
utive years, 1999-2002, thanks to their master cider 
maker, William Emery, who would end up working for 
them a total of 45 years.

“He just knew the taste people would like, and he 
started playing with the variety,” Linda Erwin said. 
“People love the different ciders and he would freeze 
them in October or September and then produce and 
choose.”

And of course, they loved the doughnuts, the exact 
recipe of which will remain confidential.

“We would have to kill you if we told you,” Linda Er­
win said with a laugh when asked for the secret of deli­
cious doughnuts. “The recipe is going to stay with us, 
not because we wouldn’t share it, but because not ev­
eryone wants to make pumpkin. We do wish the Blakes 
the best.”

Still, she gives some clues for home bakers — the 
flour comes from Barrett’s Doughnut mixes, but some 
special ingredients are added in.

What does their next season of life hold?
Linda Erwin is looking forward to more travels with 

their daughter, and she and Bill expect more visits to 
California to see their only child. She also plans to 
write a children’s book about the orchard, in which she 
will feature their dog Harley, a Coton de Tulear.

As for Bill Erwin, he maintains once a farmer, al­
ways a farmer. He want’s to travel to other orchards and 
spend time among the trees, perhaps revisiting a fa­
vorite pastime when he would pause among the work 
and take a moment for gratitude.

“Sometimes in spring or summer, I would take a 
blanket out there in the orchard and lay down and look 
up and say, ‘The Lord has done a nice job.’”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley(a) 
hometownlife.comor 517-281-2412. Follow heron Twit­
ter <a>SusanBromleylO.

Bill Erwin is a fourth generation farmer with his 
great-grandfather, William Erwin, growing apples in 
the area. But it was James Nelson Erwin who obtained 
160 acres of land at 10 Mile and Novi roads in a tax sale 
in 1920 and subsequently asked his sons JW (Bill’s fa­
ther) and Edward to join him, adding smaller pieces of 
land around the area.

The family purchased 350 acres of land in Lyon 
Township in 1950 and at one point the Erwin family 
had 650 acres total. However, some parcels were sold 
off as family members got out of the business until 
about 180 acres remained at Silver Lake and Kent Lake 
roads where the orchard is now.

Bill Erwin has fond childhood memories of sledding 
on those roads and playing hide and seek in a red barn 
that was 109 feet at the peak and could be seen from 
the expressway.

That barn was taken down as a preventive measure 
after an arsonist burned another structure on the 
property.

Also gone is the house where Bill Erwin grew up and 
at which he and Linda had their wedding reception.

The pair were both South Lyon High School gradu­
ates and met while she was still a 16-year-old student, 
working at Grimes Market whereBill delive red.apples. 
The two married Nov. 18,1967.

“We’ve been through the good and bad and man­
aged to endure,” Linda Erwin said with a laugh. “Bill 
says when you work with your spouse, you double the 
number of years, because working together is hard.”

The apple varieties, the size of the trees, the way 
they are harvested, the technology and treatments 
have all changed dramatically through the years.

Bill Erwin said in the early days of the orchard his 
grandfather grew Wagner, Winesap, Steel Red, Port­
land and Snow apples.

McIntosh was a mainstay, but when the Erwins be­
gan planting their own trees, they added Red Delicious 
and Golden Delicious. Every year, they planted a few 
more trees.

“My uncle used to say, ‘If you aren’t planting trees, 
you’re dying,”’ Bill Erwin recalled. “We replaced varie­
ties when they weren’t as popular....

“A tree will last as long as you want it to, but 
that’s only as long as people are interested in that va­
riety.”

Honeycrisp is one of the favorites now. McIntosh 
has always been favored for pies, but Northern Spy 
also gained in popularity as that is what Linda Erwin 
preferred to use.

“We made hundreds every year,” she said. “Nobody 
knew what Northern Spy was, but we coined ‘Spies for 
pies’ and it became one of the most popular apples.”

The Erwins eventually began planting smaller 
“dwarf” trees to replace the 20-30-foot tall apple trees, 
enabling “U-pick,” which started on land they farmed 
in New Hudson.

“Carrying a 24-foot ladder around all day was no 
fun," Bill Erwin said. Smaller trees and u-pick meant 
less time for employees to pick, less time to prune the 
trees, less time to spray them.

Linda Erwin said it helped that they worked differ­
ent parts of the farm and didn’t have time to clash. She 
was in retail and started off serving cider and dough­
nuts that they purchased before putting in their .own 
cider mill. She later initiated a school tour program, at 
the height of which ushered through 18,000 children in 
a season.

Meanwhile, Bill Erwin was focused on caring for the 
trees and growing the apples, a year-long endeavor.

In winter, it was pruning trees every day and clean­
ing up the wood. When the leaves began to show up on 
the trees in spring, it was ensuring the trees were free 
of fungi and insects seven days a week.

When the apples were ready in late summer and 
early fall, they would start picking at 7 a m. and quit at 
7 p.m., sorting the apples by good, bad and size.

Last month, the couple retired, selling their 180- 
acre farm, a portion of which will be kept as orchards 
and run by Blake Farms, but keeping a bushel of mem­
ories.

“We’re retired, and every day is a Saturday,” Linda 
Erwin said on a recent sunny afternoon at the couple’s 
home on Silver Lake Road, across from the orchard 
they tended for so many years. “We can get up and do 
whatever we want and don’t have to worry about the 
responsibilities of this place.”

But longtime friends and customers know “this 
place” won’t be the same without them.

The old barn at Erwin Orchards in Lyon Township 
stood 109 feet high at its peak and could be seen 
from the expressway for years. It was razed due to 
fear of fire that would result in the loss of crops.
COURTESY OF BILL AND LINDA ERWIN

When they began farming, the yield was 30-40 
bushels of apples from a single tree, with 135 trees to 
an acre. At one point, he adds, there were 55,000 apple 
trees in Erwin Orchards. Now there is closer to 40,000.

For the past 25-30 years, Bill Erwin has used inte­
grated pest management, which is defined by the US­
DA as “a sustainable approach to managing pests by 
combining biological, cultural, physical, and chemical 
tools in a way that minimizes economic, health, and 
environmental risks.” . .

One of these tools is to emit scents that confuse 
male and female insects, preventing them from find­
ing each other.

Mother Nature can’t always be fooled, though — 
weather is the ultimate boss and in no year was that 
more evident than in 2012. That April, the entire apple 
crop was lost in 22-degree weather following an early 
budding from unseasonably warm March temper­
atures (80 degrees).

The Erwins had a foreboding of the coming loss that 
March when vacationing with friends in China and 
learned that temperatures in Michigan were 80 de­
grees.

“We knew we were in trouble,” Bill Erwin said, re­
calling they would find a single apple that had sur­
vived.

Besides the weather, finding labor was always a 
challenge. At one point, the orchard had more than 100 
employees, many of them seasonal laborers from Mex­
ico.

U-pick was a game changer for the Erwins in the 
early ‘80s. Although it cost more for start-up in buying 
the smaller trees, the costs were recouped quickly.

Visitors to 
Erwin Orchards 
can travel by 
tractor to get 
to and from 
apple trees.
PHOTOS BY

JOHN HEIDER/ 
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Which millages passed Tuesday?

Milford OKs 2-mill increase for fire department, raises for council
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A majority of South Lyon voters 
agreed the roads need to be repaired in 
the city and they are willing to pay for

^bbet

“When you come down to it, how 
much more are you actually paying to 
support the fire department?” she
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levy is 0.90 mill, which is an increase 
of0.1386 mill from the recently expired 
tax. It passed, 3,711-2,510.

• Howell Township had a road mill­
age renewal proposal for 0.9019 mill. 
The millage will go toward improve­
ment and maintenance of roads, start­
ing Jan. 1, 2023, and ending Dec. 31, 
2026. The levy will raise about 
$243,287 in the first year. It passed, 
1,202-516.

• The Howell Area Fire Authority 
sought an increase from the current 1.5 
mills. The new request was for 2 mills 
for eight years, starting in 2023. The 
millage will raise $4.3 million in the 
first year. It passed, 8.053-3,030.

• Putnam Township had a fire de­
partment millage proposal to increase 
the current levy by 0.25 mill. The in­
crease will make the millage 1.8959 
mills for six years, 2023 to 2028, to 
fund operating and equipping the de­
partment. The levy will raise about 
$809,000 in its first year. It passed, 
1,363-937.

One millage did not pass.
Dexter Community Schools asked 

for a recreation millage for 20 years, 
from 2022 to 2041, for up to 1 mill. The 
levy would have raised $1.4 million in 
the first year. It failed, 4,696-3,352.

An $18.4 million bond proposal on 
Tuesday’s ballot passed with 1,535 yes 
votes to 1,121 no votes.

The estimated millage to be levied 
next year is 19946 mills and the simple 
average annual millage rate to retire 
the bonds over the next 10 years is 
4.0894 mills.

The council has grappled with a 
road improvement plan the past few 
years. The total estimated cost of fix­
ing all of the roads in the city exceeds 
$40 million and is continually increas-

About two years ago, a PASER study 
found that the condition of 97% of the 
city’s roads were rated poor or very 
poor.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley 
at sbromley@hornetoumlife.com.

Milford voters also approved, although 
by a slimmer margin, a measure to 
amend the village charter which in­
creases council member’s pay from 
$7.50 per meeting to $50 per meeting. 
The council had never received a pay in­
crease. Total pay per council member 
will be capped at $1,500 per year.

The proposal passed with 1,084 yes 
votes to 952 no votes.

Susan Vela contributed to this report. 
Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

Milford will be getting a full-time fire­
fighting staff after voters approved a 2- 
mill increase for the fire department.

The measure won by a comfortable 
margin with 2,822 yes votes to 2,114 no 
votes.

Among the yes votes was Nancy Fan-

Green Oak Charter Township has the 
green light to construct a new head­
quarters for its fire department and pur­
chase a fire truck, following the approv­
al of a bond proposal Tuesday.

The Green Oak Charter Township 
won approval of a $12.5-million bond to 
fund construction of a new station. The 
proposal passed, 3,451-1,693.

Tracy Chamberlain, the deputy chief 
of the Green Oak Charter Township Fire 
Department, said they’re hoping to start 
building this winter.

“We’re appreciative of the communi­
ty support and we’re excited to get the 
project started,” he said.

The current fire station was built in 
1992. Chamberlain said staffing has in­
creased since then and they need more 
space.

The proposed facility will be 18,500 
square feet, with more room for staff 
quarters and a large training room.

The bond also covers the cost of a 
new ladder truck.

The bond will be paid off over 20 
years with an estimated millage of 
0.5905 mills in the first year.

The new station will be built behind 
the current station at 9384 Whitmore 
Lake Road.

asked. “It’s like - what? - a nice dinner 
out. It’s not that much, and if it’s to help 
support our community, it’s kind of a no 
brainer.

“You definitely don’t want to be living 
in an area where the houses burn down, 
and nobody could have helped them.”

The 3.25 millage for 10 years will fund 
12 new full-time firefighters, as well as 
all other needs for the department, in­
cluding expensive equipment such as 
custom-made fire trucks to replace ag­
ing engines.

Fire Chief Tom Moore had sought the 
increase after struggling for years to

keep a paid on-call firefighting staff 
with consistent responses to emergen­
cies.

Stephen LaFave, who has lived most 
of his life in the Milford area, voted no.

“We keep adding more and more tax­
es, (and) it’s hurting the little people,” 
LaFave, 28, said. “That’s why I voted no. 
Some people just can’t afford that.

“I’m proud that people come and vote 
for these local elections. (But) I definite­
ly think people need to think about what 
will be affected and who will be affected 
by whatever they vote on.”

Besides the fire millage, Village of

Other millages that passed include:
• A road millage renewal for Cohoc- 

tah Township for 2023 to 2026. The 
millage is for 1.5 mills and will provide 
dust control, improvements and main­
tenance of roads. The levy will raise 
about $167,908 in its first year. It passed 
625-220.

• The Cromaine District Library has 
proposed a millage renewal that would 
not exceed 1.4313 mills for 10 years, from 
2023 to 2032. It will raise about 
$2.2 million in the first year. It passed 
4,595-2,648.

• Fowlerville had a mosquito control 
program millage proposal of up to 0.75 
mill. In its first year, the millage will 
raise about $45,000. It passed, 371-94.

• Fowlerville Community Schools 
asked district residents to approve a 
Headlee Amendment tax override to re­
store the district’s operating millage to 
the full 18 mills. In addition, the district 
asked for the millage to be increased an 
additional 0.6682 of a mill. The addi­
tional millage will be levied if the Hea­
dlee Amendment reduces the operating 
millage and allows the district to main­
tain the full 18 mills. The millage will 
raise about $3 million. It passed, 1,950­
1,494.

• A millage proposal for the Hamburg 
Township library for 2022 to 2029 will 
raise about $1 million in its first year. The
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Lyon Twp. may ask voters to double fire millage
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A busy intersection in Green Oak 
Township near U.S. 23 closed to traffic 
for more than three months beginning 
Aug. 8.

Construction of a single-lane round­
about was set to begin at the intersec­
tion of Rickett and Winans Lake roads, 
located south of Brighton near the Lega­
cy Center Sports Complex.

Livingston County Road Commission 
Managing Director Steve Wasylk told 
Livingston Daily that all traffic, includ­
ing emergency vehicles, will have to de­
tour around the construction.

Posted detours will shift traffic to 
Whitmore Lake, Maltby and Hamburg 
roads.

Winans Lake and Rickett roads will 
remain open to local traffic, but will 
completely close at the intersection.

The roundabout will be completed 
about Nov. 15, according to a road com­
mission advisory.

“It was always planned for a round­
about at that intersection once the traf­
fic delay warranted,” Wasylk said.

He said residential growth in the area 
has contributed to more motorists.

Representatives of Shelby Town­
ship-based Lombardo Homes recently 
revived plans for a 579-unit residential 
development on the north and south 
sides of Winans Lake Road.

Green Oak Township Planning Com­
mission members voted last month in 
favor of the development. The township 
board is expected to review plans at a 
future board meeting.

Wasylk said the original plan was to 
construct the roundabout next year.

The project got pushed up because of 
the Michigan Department of Transpor­
tation’s upcoming extension of the U.S. 
23 Flex Route from south of M-36 to In­
terstate 96, which is set to begin earlier 
than MDOT originally planned.

The intersection currently has a stop 
sign on Rickett Road; traffic on Winans 
Lake Road doesn’t stop.

Members of the Road Commission 
Board of Directors approved a bid from 
Battle Creek-based Hoffman Bros Inc. 
for more than $1.65 million.

The project will be funded by a 50/50 
split between Green Oak Township and 
the road commission.

Green Oak Township Supervisor 
Mark St. Charles said the township has 
a road improvement agreement with 
several developers in the area to share 
part of the township’s portion of the 
cost.

St. Charles said invoices will be sent 
to each party in the agreement.

He said the township has already 
committed $250,000.

“That will leave us approximately 
$100,000 short, which I will be asking 
the board to make it up possibly out of 
(American Rescue Plan Act) funds,” 
he wrote Livingston Daily in an email 
Aug. 1.

tion on the board’s Aug. 3 agenda.
Despite increasing scrutiny on the 

fire department’s needs, including pos­
sible locations for new fire stations for 
quicker response times discussed last 
month, and the decision to hire full­
time firefighting staff three years ago, 
the millage request was a new, sudden 
discussion.

“This literally came in front of us two 
days ago,” Trustee Kristofer Enlow said. 
“This would be the largest tax increase 
we would be asking residents to ap­
prove. We’ve had two days and a work 
session. To me, it’s an extreme time 
crunch. This is a huge decision and ob­
viously, this board has always support­
ed you. I don’t want to screw you over, I 
want it funded and done, but it’s tough 
to figure this out.”

Supervisor John Dolan said the 
township needs a higher millage to run 
the fire department, but didn’t know 
how much. He noted there had been a 
lot of conversation on building a third

Trustee Sean O’Neil observed that 
when the 2014 millage passed, the 
township wasn’t doing what it is now 
with adding full-time fire staff.

“It’s no secret it costs more money,” 
he said. “We don’t have enough revenue 
coming in. If it goes on the ballot, that 
tells us what (voters) want. What is the 
number? I don’t want to ask for more 
than we need, but what we need.”

Van Sparrentak agreed that more dis­
cussion should occur and that officials 
did have “a window.”

That window is quickly closing for 
this year’s ballot. The board will meet at 
5 p.m., Aug. 11 to discuss the fire millage 
proposal.

The deadline for submitting the bal­
lot language is August 16. If it is ap­
proved, it will join a Lyon Township Li­
brary millage request on the November 
ballot.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley 
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

station and he was unsure how they 
could staff it without additional funds.

“We have to get an operating millage 
passed before we build a third station, 
we’re still having trouble manning the 
stations we have,” Dolan said.

Treasurer Patty Carcone said getting 
the millage on the ballot now is impor­
tant for several reasons.

“They are not going to have enough 
money for the next two years,” she said, 
adding that the measure should be on 
the gubernatorial or presidential ballot 
to get the best turnout.

There is no general election next year 
and to hold a special election would cost 
the township roughly $60,000. Carcone 
noted that waiting until 2024 would put 
the fire millage on the same ballot as a 
police millage for the township that will 
be over 3 mills.

“Forgo this and we go to the 11th hour 
in November 2024,” she said. “If they 
don’t get it passed then, there’s no mon­
ey coming in. Zero.”

Lyon Township voters may see a mill­
age request for the fire department on 
the November ballot.

The millage under consideration, 
which first came before the township 
board just last week, is for 3 mills. It 
would replace the 1.58 mills voters ap­
proved in 2014 and which expires in two 
years.

Fire Chief Ken Van Sparrentak cited 
tremendous residential and commercial 
growth in requesting a millage that is 
nearly double the existing one.

“We’re looking at an increase in the 
millage to focus on staffing and aging 
buildings and consideration of future 
growth,” he said, adding that the town­
ship is consider a third station and pos­
sibly even a fourth which would also 
need equipment and personnel.

Some board members had expressed 
surprise at see the fire millage resolu-

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
Our Limited-Time 
FINANCING OFFER!

Several years ago, the Livingston 
County Sheriff’s Office reported dozens 
of motorists ignored an intersection clo­
sure at Chilson and Coon Lake roads in 
Genoa Township, where a roundabout 
was constructed.

Some motorists were cited for driv­
ing through that construction zone, 
risking damage to their own vehicles 
and the construction zone itself.

“It’s a closed construction zone, and 
it’s closed for a reason,” Wasylk said. 
“You could damage your vehicle or dam­
age what has been constructed, and it 
would need to be redone, if you went 
through fresh concrete, for example.”

He said the road commission some­
times has to call on the sheriff’s office 
for special traffic enforcement around 
construction zones.

About 11,560 vehicles use Winans 
Lake Road daily, and about 4,590 travel 
on Rickett Road, according to the road 
commission.

pi । 18 MONTH
NO INTEREST!

Susan Bromley Hometownlife.com 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Jennifer Eberbach Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

* Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the 
promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 

amount is paid in full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with 
any other offers, offer expires 08/31/2022.

Easy Financing

Nationally-backed
Transferable Warranties

We take care of the 
back breaking work of 
moving your contents 
and storing them on­
site while we floor! 
Then safely place the 
items back when the 
job is done!

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Basements

NO PAYMENTS &

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

CONCRETE LIFTING

Premium Concrete Coating 
Installed The RIGHT WAY!

SUMMER 
SAVING

.J? . . J

INTEREST 
for 12 MONTHS

mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com


■Str-

Let’s Talk, TODAY!

LOCALiQ RECRUITMENT

Dr Paymon Dorri, DDS

MSMMMB

Welcome to the Lavender Dental 
Group! We’re excited to meet you 

and offer you the exceptional 
dental services you deserve. We 

pride ourselves on compassionate 
care and comprehensive choices 
related to your oral health. We are 
confident that you will be able to 
feel the passion we have for our 
patients and their dental care as 
soon as you step into our office.

(nnnr) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2022 I 7A

We re the RECRUITMENT MARKETING
EXPERTS who can help you acquire 
the talent you need by providing 
INTELLIGENT SOLUTIONS

Most Insurances Welcome & Accepted
V Flexible Hours including Saturdays

No Insurance? We've got you covered 
with LavenderCare
Emergency Patients Welcome

recruitads@localiq.com * 1-855-288-3272 • localiqrecruitment.com

GET GREAT EXPOSURE FOR YOUR MUCH-NEEDED HIRING BOOST!

news audience and beyond
Online, in print, and on social media.

Creating a New Hudson Tradition of 
Trusted & Caring Dental Excellence! 
Contact us today to schedule an appointment and to 

learn more about our services!

The Doctor™ 
Will See You Now! 

Lavender Dental New Hudson

Lavender
DENTAL GROUP

Walk-In Bath & 
Shower Systems

(Just cast of Milford Road near Walmar
LavenderDentalNewHudsoh.com 24

Engage Job 
Seekers Now!

Tap into the power of our network to 
promote your open positions!

FREE
PROFESSIONAL

LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS

ludnrL Good at initial pH’M?ntdt»M».only. With

„ putt hase of a Complete Walk in Shower w /1 uxstono Walls.
■ '' : ' • ' • ■ / ' 

NEW BATH 313-241-9145
________________________________________________________ -________________________________________________________



51

52

o

H
H

n ov a 3 H
9 9V N V

N
3
A S 9IM
O
3 3 d

b

3 8
d O S

54 DC’s CBS 
station

55 B&B facilities
56 Take sides, say
57 Yours truly

with “off’ 
Pioneer of 
realistic fiction 
Paper recycling 
machinery

H
3

3 
n

3 
n

H 
s

s 
IM 
a

N
N

3 
S

N 
a 
o

N 
O

N 
V

1 
S

V

o 
N 
V 
w

n 
d

I 
□

n 
o 
i 
a

3 
I

V
3

£ 
a 
i 
v

I 
o 
IM

a 
a 
n

Trip around Melbourne

TODAY’S ANSWER

9U 3
9

d
V

O H

r9

• © •e>n ©• ©•

N
U

E
E

A 
L 
F 
U 
E 
N O

A

N 
A
U
E 
T
L

0 
M 
R
S 
N
D 
0

Chemical released, hexavalent 
chromium, is a known carcinogen

Keith Matheny Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Kensington Metropark closes lake

No threat seen to drinking water

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

T
21

U
E

R 
B 
R 
R 
E

T 
L
T

N 
A
O 
X 
E

E 
T 
R

P 
L 
U 
A

P 
R 
M 
T 
R 
B 
N 
0 
E 
0

L 
S 
0

L 
G 
A

The state advisory “is being made to 
help protect the health and safety of 
families who live, work and play in the 
Huron River in the affected area,” said
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Officials are urging the public to avoid all contact with Huron River water in a stretch of the river in Oakland and Livingston 
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Chemical spill sets off alarms for Huron River

State officials are urging the public to 
avoid all contact with Huron River water 
in a stretch of the river in Oakland and 
Livingston counties, after learning of a 
company’s release of potentially harm­
ful hexavalent chromium into the Wix­
om sewer treatment system that out­
flows into the river.

The Michigan departments of Envi­
ronment, Great Lakes and Energy and 
Health and Human Services recom­
mended Tuesday afternoon that until 
further notice, people and pets avoid 
contact with Huron River water in an 
area from North Wixom Road in Oak­
land County to Kensington Road in Liv­
ingston County. In Oakland County this 
includes Norton Creek downstream of 
the Wixom Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and Hubbell Pond, also known as 
Mill Pond. The potentially affected area 
also includes Kent Lake in Oakland and 
Livingston counties.

For the described area, residents and 
their pets are encouraged to avoid 
drinking water directly from the Huron 
River; swimming or wading in the river; 
watering plants or lawns with Huron 
River water, or eating fish caught in this 
section of the river. A “do not eat the 
fish” advisory was already in place for 
this area because of contamination with 
the nonstick chemical PFOS.

Tribar Manufacturing, an automo­
tive trim manufacturer in Wixom, in­
formed state officials Monday afternoon 
that it had released several thousand 
gallons of a liquid containing 5% hexa­
valent chromium into the sewer system. 
Company officials said they discovered 
the release Monday but indicated it may 
have started as early as Saturday morn­
ing, according to Wixom city officials. It 
is believed that much of the contami­
nant already made its way through the 
Wixom treatment plant by the time the 
release was discovered.

“This is a significant release into a 
large, much-loved waterway,” said EGLE 
Director Liesl Clark in a statement. “Our

teams are in the field now assessing the 
situation. We will stay on the job as long 
as it takes to ensure residents are safe 
and impacts to the ecosystem are mini­
mized.”

Hexavalent chromium is a known 
carcinogen that can cause a number of 
adverse health effects through inges­
tion, skin contact or inhalation. OSHA’s 
website says “chromium metal is added 
to alloy steel to increase hardenability 
and corrosion resistance.”

Staff at Kensington Metropark east 
of Brighton directed beachgoers out of 
the waters of Kent Lake on Tuesday af­
ternoon and closed boat launches upon 
learning of the spill from an EGLE news 
release. Beaches and water access 
points will remain closed until further 
notice out of an abundance of caution, 
park officials stated on the Metropark’s 
website.

“We are disappointed that this an­
nouncement did not come sooner and 
directly from state agencies, and Metro­
parks will continue to monitor the situa­
tion and seek clarification from those 
agencies,” park officials stated.

EGLE was taking river water samples 
Tuesday from multiple areas down­
stream from the treatment plant and 
was working with local and state health 
officials to assess the extent of the con­
tamination. Testing is also taking place 
within the Tribar facility and the Wixom 
wastewater treatment plant. Monitor­
ing will continue in coming days and 
weeks.

Results from sampling may take days 
to receive, officials said.

MDHHS Director Elizabeth Hertel. “As 
we gather additional information 
through sampling, this recommenda­
tion may change or be expanded.”

Officials stressed that they saw no 
immediate threat to drinking water. The 
closest drinking water intake is in Ann 
Arbor. Time-of-travel modeling indi­
cates it would take the contaminant at 
least several weeks to make its way to 
the city’s water intakes.

The city has been notified of the re­
lease and is also taking steps to monitor 
incoming water.

Tribar Manufacturing was identified 
as the source of PFAS contamination to 
the river system in recent years, and in­
stalled additional filtration to help ad­
dress that problem.

State regulators said they will inves­
tigate the circumstances of the week­
end release at the facility, but stressed 
that the immediate concern is ensuring 
the protection of the environment and 
public health.
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ALL BLUE.'

SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER
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ACROSS
1 Programs that 

Forbes ranks
5 Cuts off
9 Force out

14 Settled down
15 Verb used in 

codes
16 Product of 

forging
17 “Beauty is 

neither an 
appearance 
__ being": Sartre

18 What
Germans call 
Weissburgunder

20 French 
president’s term

22 Gone now
23 Sushi bar array
27 Far from the 

usual
28 Common 

contents of 
bookcases

29 Boston-born 
literary lion

30 Hershiser in ’88, 
Pujols in ’04

34 “Honorable” 
acronym added 
by Merriam- 
Webster in 2019

35 Snail cousin
38 Medal of 

Freedom 
recipient 
“whose work 
graces skylines 
worldwide”

39 Keeps going, 
and going, 
and going . . .

40 Marking on 
' some mugs

41 “Father” to 
“pere," per 
Wikipedia

43 Further •
44 Charades 

category
45 Celebratory 

writer
49 Certain 

stay-at-home 
spouse

DOWN
1 Unsuccessful
2 Type of top
3 Not as dense
4 Sports section 

staples
5 Take with relish
6 Annual theater 

company grant
7 Tubes with 

ridges
8 Baker of 

artisanal breads

24 Louise Suggs 
Rookie of the 
Year awarder

25 Observation 
invitation

26 Gets fixed
31 Loud buzzers
32 Weather-related 

anagram of 
STORM + 
GALE

33 “City” stat
34 One concerned 

with your points 
of view

35 Word in the 
etymology of 
“checkmate"

36 Automotive 
advice columnist

37 BBC Asian 
Network 
language

42 Battery, for 
example

44 #1 vote getter 
for MLB’s 
All-Century Team

46 “Psst!” follower
47 One of four in 

Romeo and 
Juliet

48 Museum pieces
50 Renounced,
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market

248.477.4.

.it

CHILEAN

NJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERYI

(MOM
BRISKET

GROUND 
CHUCK

BACON 
CHEDDAR

MARINA® 
giigciNKABm

PLAIN 
CROISSANTS

BLUEBERRY 
SUGAR TOP MUFFINS

- 2021 - 
AWARD WINNER

SUES VAUD AUGUST 10™ ■ UTH", 2022 • WHILE SUFMJES LAST • PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

THERE IS STILL PLENTY OF TIME LEFT TO GRILL THIS SEASON. JOE'S MEAT & SEAFOOD HAS 

OPTIONS ON HAND TO MAKE YOUR GRILLING TIME THAT MUCH MORE ENJOYABLE.

FRESH 
YELLOW 

LAKE PERCH 

$2499/li

DEVEINED
& PEELED 

RAW SHRIMP

511 "/lb

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
PEELED TRU1P 

^11 "/ LB.

APPLE 
TURNOVER 

>2"/(a

FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BMB4N CENTER CUT 

PORK CHOPS 

$449/lb.

HOUSEMADE 
SOURDOUGH BREAD 

$549/ea.

USDA PREMIUM
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF, CHUCK 

S5«/lb.

HOUSEMADE 
MULTIGRAIN BREAD 

$5"/ea.

33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Mi 48152 • 248.477.4333
Store Hours: Mon - Sat 9-8, Sun 9-7 • Sales Valid August 10th - 16th, 2022 

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change.

FRESH 
ATLANTIC 
SALMON

$ ] 4994

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK 

s13"/lb.

COOKED 
COCKTAIL
SHRIMP 

$17"/lb
BASS 

$2999/

FRESH 
WILD 
COD 

$10"/

Joe’s Gourmet 
CATERING & EVENTS

Your Key to 
Effortless Entertaining

FRESH 
HOUSEMADE 

PATTIES:

I* WINNER *

U-MARCA

n

Discover more on 
Joe.sPrpduce.com

Contactless 
Curbside

Pickup and 
Home Delivery!

Sales Valid Augst 10™ -16th, 2022 
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»

MON. - SAT. 

9 AM -8 PM 

SUN.

9 AM-7 PM

Call Laura at:
248.477.4333

750 ML - 
ALL VARIETALS

Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

■ Visit us at

We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities, Correct PrintEtrors And Make Reasonable 
Substitutions. Images Displayed Are For Presentation Purposes Only Actual Items May Differ

ShopJoesProduce.com 

to Place Your 
Order Today!

KENDALL JACKSON
CHARDONNAY, PINOT NOIR 

AROSE

F -2021- V

best3

CHEF'S FEATURED 
CAKE



$549/lb.513"/lb.

KEY UME BOMBMINI CREAM CHEESE DANISHCHERRY BARS

i

'•MR

6QTO:IOBPRmCLCRM>^^■

Sales Valid August 10*-16* • While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change

* WINNER ♦

MATHEZ 
CACAO 

TRUFFLES

DEARBORN 
OVEN ROASTED 

TURKEY

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF, CHUCK

DEARBORN 
BROWN SUGAR 

HAM

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK

FRESH AU NATURAL 
BONE-IN . 

CENTER CUT PORK CHOPS

$449/LB.

DEARBORH 
ROAST 
BEEF 

$7"/lb.
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Joe's Produce Gourmet Market
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Mi 48152 • 248.477.4333
Store Hours: Mon - Sat 9-8, Sun 9-7 • Sales Valid August 10th - 16th, 2022

While Supplies Last • Prices Subject To Change

SALES VALID AUGUST 10™ ■ 16™, 2022 
MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >»»»

*2021*

best!
We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities, Correct Print Errors And Make Reasonable 
Substitutions. Images Displayed Are For Presentation Purposes Only - Actual Items May Differ.

Our Produce Is Hand-selected And Continuously Rotated, So You Get The Freshest And Finest Produce Available Throughout The Yearl

PLEASE VISIT JOESPRODUCE.COM TO VIEW
OUR PRODUCE SPECIALS!

ORGANIC 
GRAPE 

TOAAATOES

ORGANIC 
CARROTS 

2 LB BAGS

DEAwB

DEARBORN 
CORNED 

BEEF 

$879/lb.

JIM'S 
WHITE BLUEBERRY 
CHEDDAR CHEESE

BAKED 
BEANS

DEARBORN .DEARBORN!

Hoffmans

100%
ORGANIC

ORGANIC 
VALENCIA 
ORANGES 

99c/ea.

ORGANIC 
RED D'ANJOU 

PEARS

Flavor 

of the

Week

MICHIGAN 
BING CHERRY 

COFFEE

OLD TYME 
SWISS 

CHEESE 

$689/lb.

HOFFMAN'S 
HARD FRESH 

YEUOW 
LAKE PERCH 

$24 "/lb.

CHILEAN 
SEA 

BASS

$29 "/lb.

COOKED 
COCKTAIL 
SHRIMP 

$1799/lb.

CORTO

DIBRUNO BROS. 
PINOT GRIGIO & 

FIG CHEESE SPREAD

DEER CREEK 
VAT. 17 GOURMET 
CHEDDAR CHEESE 

$27"/lb.

DELAUO 5.75 OZ. 
STUFFED 

MANZANIUA OLIVES

CORTO 100% 
EXTRA-VIRGIN 
OLIVE OH, 3L 

$29"/ea.

KITCHEN 
READY BROTHS - 
AU VARIETIES

ROASTED 
GREEN BEANS

SPAGHETTI 
SALAD 

$549/lb.

| SPECIAL

BONNE MAMAN 
PRESERVES - 

ALL VARIETIES 

$449/EA.

Clif'S IIRTIRII CAO
WILDBERRY CHARLOTTE TORTE

M1"/ea $31"/ea.

_..... ......

Looking to place an order for a Fruit Tray

RITTER 
MINI BARS 1.18 OZ. 

AU VARIETIES

for your special occasion?

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit ShopJoesproduce.com to place your order today!

_____________________ ..________________ .
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SPORTS

Hartland’s Benathan Deman brings down Novi quarterback Luke Aurilia last season, john heider/hometownlife.com

See KLAA, Page 3B

Hartland national champion wants more for women’s wrestling

See WRESTLING, Page 7B

Novi will take a step toward 
winning the KLAA championship

MHSAA FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE

You must’ve been blind if you didn’t 
see success coming for the Wildcats in 
2021 after the school announced it had 
hired Jim Sparks as its new coach.

Under Sparks’leadership for 19 years, 
Clawson punched well above its weight 
and was a consistent playoff qualifier as 
one of the smallest schools in the Ma­
comb Area Conference. And don’t let his 
wins in the Bronze, the worst division of 
the MAC, fool you. The Trojans always 
scheduled hard non-league games. 
Anyone crazy enough to schedule Ma­
rine City on an annual basis definitely 
wants to improve as a program.

See MHSAA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Page 2B

With high school football teams re­
turning to practice this week, here are 
five bold predictions about the upcom­
ing Kensington Lakes Activities Associ­
ation season:

Five predictions about 
KLAA football season

All games kick off at 7 p.m. unless 
individually noted otherwise.

Week 1
Thursday, Aug. 25
Catholic League
Clinton Twp. Chippewa Valley at De­
troit Catholic Central
Brother Rice at Macomb Dakota 
(Wayne State University), 4 p.m. 
Cranbrook at Livonia Clarenceville
Independent
Cranbrook at Livonia Clarenceville 
Detroit Country Day at Detroit Loyola 
(Warren Fitzgerald)
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association
Northville at Wayne Memorial
Salem at Dearborn
Howell at Livonia Stevenson
Hartland at Westland John Glenn
Lakes Valley Conference
Walled Lake Western at South Lyon 
(LVC)
South Lyon East at Walled Lake North­
ern (LVC)
Milford at New Boston Huron
White Lake Lakeland at Waterford 
Kettering (LVC)
Oakland Activities Association
Bloomfield Hills at Birmingham Sea­
holm
Birmingham Groves at North Farming­
ton
Ypsilanti Lincoln at Farmington
Western Wayne Athletic Conference
North Branch at Redford Thurston 
Linden at Garden City

Friday, Aug. 26
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Novi at Belleville (Wayne State Univer­
sity)
Canton at Livonia Franklin
Plymouth at Livonia Churchill (Univer­
sity of Michigan), 12 p.m.
Michigan Independent Athletic Con­
ference
New Haven at Lutheran Westland 
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Redford Union at Pewamo-Westphalia

Week 2
Thursday, Sept. 1
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central at Davison 
Dearborn Divine Child at Cranbrook, 
5 p.m.
Independent
Parma Western at Detroit Country Day 
Livonia Clarenceville at Dundee
Kensington Lakes Activities 
Association
Hartland at Novi (KLAA-West) 
Northville at Plymouth (KLAA-West) 
Howell at Canton (KLAA-West) 
Salem at Brighton (KLAA-West) 
Westland John Glenn at Livonia Chur­
chill (KLAA-East)
Livonia Franklin at Wayne Memorial 
(KLAA-East)
Dearborn Fordson at Livonia Steven­
son (KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
Milford at South Lyon (LVC)
Waterford Kettering at South Lyon 
East (LVC)

If Eliana Bommarito was a male 
wrestler, she would be heading to Iowa, 
Michigan, Ohio State, Oklahoma State, 
Penn State or some other national pow­
erhouse.

Those are expected destinations for a 
two-time national champion and four-

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plymouth football coach Greg Souldourian on the sidelines at a game in 2019
COURTESY OF MICHAEL VASILNEK

pound junior (18-and-under) national 
championship in Fargo, N.D., for the 
second time, doing so in her typical 
dominant fashion.

She used the platform to advocate for 
a 235 -pound weight class, holding her 
award in one hand and a sign that read 
“Add 235 wt. class, #GrowWomen- 
sWrestling” in the other. Currently, the 
heaviest weight class is 191 at four-year

Bill Khan Livingston Daily •

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

schools and 235 for junior colleges.
Her desire to see a heavier weight 

class in college isn’t entirely selfish.
“I feel it for other people who are 

coming in to wrestle,” said Bommarito, 
who is ranked seventh nationally pound 
for pound by USA Wrestling. “I can 
imagine some of the friends I have in the

time state champ.
But as a female heavyweight wres­

tler, options are limited for the 2022 
Hartland High School graduate.

She will be taking her considerable 
talents to Indian Hills Community Col­
lege in Iowa because there isn’t a place 
for female heavyweight wrestlers at the 
NCAA or NAI A level.

Bommarito recently won the 225-

Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, august n, 2022 i ib innnri

(/ V OF 1HF USA KXMY NPIWOFK

Observer K Eccentric 
hometownllfe.com



Continued from Page 1B

Stevenson’s Ar’Jon Thompson rushes against Franklin last season, dave donoher/special to homeownlife.com

TBD
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MHSAA FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Lutheran Westland at Dearborn Heights 
Star International
Oakland Activities Association
Southfield A&T at Bloomfield Hills 
(OAA-White)
Harper Woods at Birmingham Groves 
(OAA-White)
Troy at Birmingham Seaholm (OAA- 
Blue)
Pontiac at Farmington
North Farmington at Troy Athens (OAA- 
Blue)
Western Wayne Athletic Conference
Dearborn Heights Robichaud at Redford 
Thurston (WWAC)
Garden City at Redford Union (WWAC)

Saturday, Oct. 1
Catholic League
Macomb Lutheran North at Cranbrook 
(CHSL-lntersectional 1), 3 p.m.
Independent
Flint Powers Catholic at Detroit Country
Day, 1 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 2
Catholic League
Warren De La Salle at Detroit Catholic 
Central (CHSL-Central) (Boys Bowl), 1 
p.m.

Week 7
Friday, Oct. 7
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central at Orchard Lake 
St. Mary’s (CHSL-Central)
Brother Rice (Open Date)
Cranbrook at Walled Lake Central
Independent
Detroit Country Day at Detroit U-D 
Jesuit
Potterville at Livonia Clarenceville
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Howell at Novi (KLAA-West)
Northville at Hartland (KLAA-West) 
Salem at Can.ton (KLAA-West) 
Plymouth at Brighton (KLAA-West) 
Livonia Churchill at Wayne Memorial 
(KLAA-East)
Dearborn Fordson at Livonia Franklin 
(KLAA-East)
Belleville at Livonia Stevenson (KLAA- 
East)
Westland John Glenn at Dearborn 
(KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon at Walled Lake Northern 
(LVC)
South Lyon East at White Lake Lakeland 
(LVC)
Waterford Kettering at Milford (LVC)
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence
Dearborn Advanced Tech at Lutheran 
Westland ■
Oakland Activities Association
Bloomfield Hills at Harper Woods (OAA- 
White)
Birmingham Groves at Rochester (OAA- 
White)
Birmingham Seaholm at Berkley 
Farmington at Ferndale
North Farmington at Auburn Hills Avon­
dale
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Romulus at Redford Thurston (WWAC) 
Redford Union at Melvindale (WWAC) 
Dearborn Heights Annapolis at Garden 
City (WWAC)

Week 8
Friday, Oct. 14
Catholic League
Brother Rice at Detroit Country Day 
Cranbrobk at Riverview Gabriel Richard 
(CHSL-lntersectional 1)
Independent
Brother Rice at Detroit Country Day 
Tecumseh at Livonia Clarenceville
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion

Walled Lake Central at White Lake Lake­
land (LVC)
Michigan Independent Athletic 
Conference
University Liggett at Lutheran Westland 
Oakland Activities Association 
Bloomfield Hills at Rochester Hills Ston­
ey Creek
Detroit U-D Jesuit at Birmingham Sea­
holm
Farmington at Royal Oak
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Melvindale at Redford Thurston 
(WWAC)
Garden City at Romulus (WWAC)

Friday, Sept. 2
Catholic League
Brother Rice at East Kentwood, 6 p.m.
Oakland Activities Association
Birmingham Groves at Oxford 
Caledonia at North Farmington 
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Redford Union at Dearborn Heights 
Crestwood (WWAC)

Week 3
Friday, Sept. 9
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central vs. DeWitt 
Brother Rice at Brownstown Wood­
haven
Cranbrook at Waterford Our Lady of the 
Lakes
Independent
Warren Michigan Collegiate at Detroit 
Country Day
Kalamazoo Loy Norrix at Livonia Clar­
enceville
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Salem at Novi (KLAA-West)
Howell at Northville (KLAA-West) 
Canton at Plymouth (KLAA-West) 
Livonia Churchill at Belleville (KLAA- 
East)
Dearborn at Livonia Franklin (KLAA- 
East)
Livonia Stevenson at Westland John 
Glenn (KLAA-East)
Wayne Memorial at Dearborn Fordson 
(KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon at Walled Lake Central (LVC) 
Waterford Mott at South Lyon East 
(LVC)
Walled Lake Northern at Milford (LVC) 
Walled Lake Western at White Lake 
Lakeland (LVC)
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence
Lutheran Westland at Rochester Hills 
Lutheran Northwest (MIAC)
Oakland Activities Association
Rochester at Bloomfield Hills (OAA- 
White)
Birmingham Groves at Oak Park (OAA- 
White), 6 p.m.
Auburn Hills Avondale at Birmingham 
Seaholm
Farmington at Troy Athens (OAA-Blue) 
Troy at North Farmington (OAA-Blue) 
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Dearborn Heights Crestwood at Red­
ford Thurston (WWAC)
Dearborn Heights Annapolis at Redford 
Union (WWAC)
Melvindale at Garden City (WWAC)

Week 4
Friday, Sept. 16
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central at Detroit U-D 
Jesuit
Brother Rice at Warren De La Salle 
(CHSL-Central) (Wayne State) 
Independent
South Lyon at Detroit Country Day 
Livonia Clarenceville at Macomb Luther­
an North
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Novi at Brighton (KLAA-West) 
Northville at Canton (KLAA-West) 
Plymouth at Howell (KLAA-West) 
Hartland at Salem (KLAA-West) 
Livonia Churchill at Livonia Franklin 
(KLAA-East)
Livonia Stevenson at Dearborn(KLAA-
East) '
Wayne Memorial at Belleville (KLAA- 
East)
Westland John Glenn at Dearborn Ford­
son (KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon at Detroit Country Day
South Lyon East at Walled Lake Western 
(LVC)
Milford at Walled Lake Central (LVC) 
White Lake Lakeland at Waterford Mott 
(LVC)
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence
Whitemore Lake at Lutheran Westland 
Oakland Activities Association
Bloomfield Hills at Birmingham Groves 
(OAA-White)
Troy Athens at Birmingham Seaholm 
(OAA-Blue)
North Farmington at Farmington (OAA- 
Blue)
Western Wayne Athletic Conference

Redford Thurston at Dearborn Heights 
Annapolis (WWAC)
Romulus at Redford Union (WWAC) 
Garden City at Dearborn Heights Crest­
wood (WWAC)

Saturday, Sept. 17
Catholic League
Cranbrook at Madison Heights Bishop 
Foley (CHSL-lntersection 1), 4 p.m.

Week5
Friday, Sept. 23
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central at Brother Rice 
(CHSL-Central) (Lawrence Tech) 
Independent
Detroit Country Day (Open Date)
Livonia Clarenceville at Dearborn Divine 
Child
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Canton at Novi (KLAA-West)
Brighton at Northville (KLAA-West) 
Plymouth at Hartland (KLAA-West) 
Howell at Salem (KLAA-West) 
Dearborn at Livonia Churchill (KLAA- 
East)
Livonia Franklin at Westland John Glenn 
(KLAA-East)
Wayne Memorial at Livonia Stevenson 
(KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
White Lake Lakeland at South Lyon 
(LVC)
Milford at Walled Lake Western (LVC) 
Oakland Activities Association 
Oak Park at Bloomfield Hills (OAA- 
White)
Southfield A&T at Birmingham Groves 
(OAA-White)
Birmingham Seaholm at North Farming­
ton (OAA-Blue)
Farmington at Troy (OAA-Blue)
Western Wayne Athletic Conference
Redford Thurston at Garden City 
(WWAC)
Redford Union at Dearborn Heights 
Robichaud (WWAC)

Saturday, Sept. 24
Catholic League
Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard at 
Cranbrook (CHSL-lntersectional 1), 1 
p.m.
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon East at Paw Paw, 2:30 p.m.
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence
Lutheran Westland at Sterling Heights
Parkway Christian (MIAC), 1 p.m.

Week 6
Friday, Sept 30
Catholic League
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s at Brother Rice 
(CHSL-Central) (Lawrence Tech) 
Independent
Livonia Clarenceville at Taylor
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
Novi at Plymouth (KLAA-West) 
Northville at Salem (KLAA-West) 
Canton at Brighton (KLAA-West) 
Dearborn Fordson at Livonia Churchill 
(KLAA-East)
Livonia Stevenson at Livonia Franklin 
(KLAA-East)
Dearborn at Wayne Memorial (KLAA- 
East)
Belleville at Westland John Glenn 
(KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon at Waterford Kettering 
(LVC)
South Lyon East at Walled Lake Central 
(LVC)
Waterford Mott at Milford (LVC) • 
Walled Lake Northern at White Lake 
Lakeland (LVC)
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence

Novi at Northville (KLAA-West) 
Hartland at Canton (KLAA-West) 
Plymouth at Salem (KLAA-West) 
Livonia Churchill at Livonia Stevenson 
(KLAA-East)
Livonia Franklin at Belleville (KLAA-East) 
Wayne Memorial at Westland John 
Glenn (KLAA-East)
Lakes Valley Conference
Waterford Mott at South Lyon (LVC) 
Milford at South Lyon East (LVC)
White Lake Lakeland at Gibraltar Carl­
son
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence _
’Lutheran Westland at Ecorse
Oakland Activities Association
Oxford at Bloomfield Hills
Berkley at Birmingham Groves 
Farmington at Birmingham Seaholm 
(OAA-Blue)
Lake Orion at North Farmington 
Western Wayne Athletic Conference 
Redford Thurston at Redford Union 
(WWAC)
Garden City at Dearborn Heights Rob­
ichaud (WWAC)

Saturday, Oct. 15
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central at Cincinnati La 
Salle (Ohio), 4 p.m.

Week 9
Friday, Oct. 21
Catholic League
Detroit Catholic Central in Prep Bowl/ 
CHSL crossover matchup
Brother Rice in Prep Bowl/vs. Detroit 
Cass Tech
Cranbrook in Prep Bowl/CHSL crossover 
matchup
Independent
Livonia Clarenceville at Flat Rock
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa­
tion
TBD East opponent at Novi (KLAA 
crossover)
TBD East opponent at Northville (KLAA 
crossover)
TBD East opponent at Canton (KLAA 
crossover)
TBD East opponent at Plymouth (KLAA 
crossover)
TBD East opponent at Salem (KLAA 
crossover)
Livonia Churchill at TBD West opponent 
(KLAA crossover)
Livonia Franklin at TBD West opponent 
(KLAA crossover)
Livonia Stevenson at TBD West oppo­
nent (KLAA crossover)
Wayne Memorial at TBD West opponent 
(KLAA crossover)
Westland John Glenn at TBD West op­
ponent (KLAA crossover)
Lakes Valley Conference
South Lyon at South Lyon East (LVC) 
White Lake Lakeland at Milford (LVC) 
Michigan Independent Athletic Confer­
ence
Lutheran Westland at Ann Arbor Father 
Gabriel Richard, 4 p.m.
Oakland Activities Association
Bloomfield Hills at North Farmington 
Birmingham Seaholm at Birmingham 
Groves
Utica at Farmington
Western Wayne Athletic Conference
Swartz Creek at Redford Thurston 
Redford Union vs. TBD CHSL opponent 
Garden City at Pontiac

Saturday, Oct. 22
Independent
Detroit Country Day at Traverse City St.
Francis, 1 p.m. .

Week 10
Round 1 Playoffs
Friday, Oct. 28
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Who will win the KLAA?

Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

FREE I MOO OFF >75 OFF
ESTIMATES

'"Restrictions apply

Plymouth should add the finishing 
touches to its game-day mentality

Wth Ito coupon Not vaM wrth other often 
or fm purchases Lyres 08/31/22.

*With coupon.
Expires 8/31/2022

With IM coupon Mot valid with other often 
or pro purchases bptre$ 0M W2

♦With coupon. 
Expires 8/31/2022

The Livonia City 
Championship is wide open

•Subject to credit 

approval, restrictions 
apply call for details.

"Hoomm’ Electric has elweyt given us prompt, 
courteous service. We have been blessed to bee 

customer for many ye»ri Gary and hh teem always 

get to the issue quickly and complete the fob In a 

timely manner. Wouldn't call anyone ehel*

You don’t need to watch a single prac­
tice to know Jason Mensing was the 
perfect hire for the Rockets. Just take a 
look at his Twitter account. The former 
Ottawa Lake Whiteford coach has spent 
the entire summer promoting John 
Glenn’s off-season efforts.

The Wildcats weren’t going to make 
the playoffs entering Week 9 a year ago, 
but coach Greg Souldourian wanted 
them to end the season on a two-game 
winning streak and have something it 
could build off entering the off-season.

Instead, they came up short against 
Westland John Glen in the season fi­
nale, 20-13. The culprit? A lack of finish-

GARAGE DOOR 
TUNE UP SPECIAL

Westland John Glenn’s 
rebuild won’t take as long 
as you might think

I ■ il

back, receiver and defensive back, plus 
he can returns kicks or run the ball if 
needed.

How quickly Churchill and Franklin 
can retool their rosters in preparation 
for its rivalry matchups will likely deter­
mine the City champion. But perhaps 
Stevenson already has a leg up in the 
competition?

♦With coupon. 
Cannot be combined 

with other offers.

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends - No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service • Military, AAA, Senior, AARP 
Discounts Residential • Doing Business Since 1998

• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

Attrition might not force Livonia 
Churchill or Livonia Franklin to take a 
step back after both had successful sea­
sons a year ago. But the players both 
teams lost to graduation will definitely 
even out the playing field when it comes 
to the Livonia City Championship, espe­
cially with how many studs Livonia Ste­
venson returns.

Churchill and Franklin, respectively, 
are both starting new quarterbacks with 
Taj Williams headed to Adrian College 
and Zach Olesuk preparing to play on 
both the football and baseball teams at 
Alma College. And Stevenson brings 
back ArJon Thompson, arguably one of 
the most athletic players in Michigan. 
The junior can play wildcat quarter-

Almost all of his posts about the pro­
gram have championed the buy-in the 
players have already given him. Plus, 
he’s kept them accountable by touting 
publicly the players who’ve shown up to 
each off-season activity. Doing so clear­
ly shows which players elected to stay at 
home and skip practices and which 
showed up and did the work. You 
wouldn’t want to be the one guy in your 
class not present in one of Mensing’s 
photos, would you?

The Rockets won’t be an overnight 
success, but this isn’t looking like a 5- or 
10-year rebuild either. Mensing is doing 
it the right way, building his program 
brick by brick, and a winning product on 
the field is something the John Glenn 
community has deserved for years. Ex­
pect the next few seasons to be fun on 
Marquette Avenue.

SSTAR 
RATING

Ductless Mini Split A/C Systems

$115/MONTH

And that type of mentality is what 
Sparks brought to the Wildcats in his 
first season. They ripped off four wins in 
an incredibly tough West division and 
also beat Wayne Memorial in the season 
opener to finish 5-5 overall, the best rec­
ord Novi had posted since 2016.

Sparks should push the Wildcats 
closer toward competing for a league ti­
tle now that he’s had a real off-season to 
help his players improve, one that 
wasn’t marred by COVID-19 or social 
distancing.

Plus, he returns arguably one of the 
best dual-threat quarterbacks in the 
league, senior Luke Aurilia, who’s back 
for one final season.

New A/C & 
Furnace System 
18 Months 
No Interest

5 REASONS TO REPLACE
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protection
4. Upgraded curb appeal
5. Increase home value

12 MONTHS 
NO INTEREST

With purchase and install of new garage door. Call 

for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer. 

Cannot be combined with any other offers or past 

purchases. Exp.08/31/22

REPLACE AN 
EXISTING OPENER

SPRING 
REPLACEMENT 
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Obviously, you all are here — reading 
this story — because you want to know 
who Hometown Life expects to win the 
KLAA. So let’s break this down by divi­
sion.

In the East, Dearborn Fordson and 
Belleville have been two of the best 
powerhouses in the state, and that 
shouldn’t change this season, especially 
in the divisional race. Only the Tractors 
must replace seven of the top-125 2022 
recruits in Michigan, according to 
247Sports’ rankings, which included re­
ceiver Antonio Gates Jr. and four Divi­
sion I offensive linemen. While Belle­
ville graduated 14 players ranked by 
247Sports a year ago, the Tigers should 
have an edge, talent-wise, over Fordson. 
Assuming one of the Livonia schools or 
Dearborn doesn’t upset Belleville, the 
defending state champions in Division 1 
should win the East.

In the West, it should be a toss-up be­
tween Hartland, Howell, Novi and Can­
ton (and maybe even Northville) to see 
who makes it to the KLAA champion­
ship. These squads will likely take turns 
beating each other up and trading wins 
and losses and it could very well be a 
coin flip to see who captures the West 
title. For the sake of selling newspapers 
locally, we predict Canton to face Belle­
ville in the title game, with the Tigers 
likely winning it all in Week 9.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Whether it was finishing tackles, fin­
ishing routes or finishing blocks, the 
Wildcats just didn’t do any of it, espe ­
cially late in the game when doing those 
things mattered the most. And, obvi­
ously, that upset Souldourian.

The mantra for the team this summer 
has been to actually finish the things 
they start. And Souldourian has found 
creative ways for them to do so, includ­
ing drawing some inspiration from the 
video game “Fortnite.”

Take the game of tag they played a 
few weeks ago. Every player put flags on 
their hips. The last player standing with 
the most flags in their hands went down 
as the winner. And the catch? Every few 
minutes, Souldourian would shrink the 
playing surface a la “Fortnite” so that in­
dividual battles were emphasized even 
more.

Souldourian said the competition 
never waned, even when it got down to 
the final two contestants. Now that’s 
how you inspire your players to finish 
strong.

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!
,41 MM*

"I love our new garage door that Al Garage 

installed. It looks beautiful - gives our house 

nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and 

is insulated so the garage stays warmer. I highly 

recommend them"

- Donna N - Detroit, Ml

FINANCING THROUGH

GreenSky

The Canton football team runs out before its game against Brighton last season
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garage door

Is Your Home Ready for Summer?

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

FREE ’
A/C

Estimates^

Plumbing 
Repair

Drain 
Clearing

Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection on Every Service Call
Service Call Charge Waived with Work Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians are Licensed and 
Background Checked
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed ”

SCAN TO 
SCHEDULE SERVICE

Diagnostic In Season A/C 
Safety Check

SERVICING ALL OF METRO DETROIT

248-864-5559
248-372-9791

Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details



Pour-over products get your java just right

USA TODAY NETWORK

Mirk Rufener

20% OFF
ALL JOBS

LESS 
THAN

The 0X0 Brew coffee maker has a 
tank that regulates how fast water 
flows through it. $17.99 at oxo.com

RENEWAL 
^AHOERSEH

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts

Keep your filters handy with Grounds & Hounds 
Coffee Co.’s stylish etched coffee filter holder.
$9.99 at groundsandhoundscoffee.com.

Competitive Pricing & Discounts 
20% off all jobs.

All American Gutter Protection's gutter guard 
system is the best system on the market. Very 
robust, extremely effective, and barely visible 

with a lifetime warranty. Cost is comparable 
to systems of much lower quality. Installers 
were prompt, courteous, and cautions. Highly 

recommended.m

Barista Warrior’s reusable 
pour-over coffee filter for 
Chemex and Hario V60 
won't strip coffee of its 
natural flavors. $35.99 at 
baristawarrior.com.

When we say this sale ends on August 31st, we mean it! You only 
have 31 days to get this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount!1

There are limited appointments available. Please call today to book 
your visit.

Get the perfect grind with 
Sboly’s electric stainless 
steel coffee grinder. $41.30 
at walmart.com.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you're completely satisfied

LEFT: This coffee 
scoop with clip does 
double-duty, 
keeping your coffee 
fresh and perfectly 
portioned. $5.49 at 
Crate & Barrel.

ABOVE: The Bodum 
11571-109 coffee 
maker with 
permanent filter 
comes with its own 
carafe. $19.84 at 
amazon.com.

Keep your home coffee bar 
in order with the Station 
Organizer countertop 
accessories tub. $23.29 at 
amazon.com.

Try these coffee accessories to savor the brewing process and tailor a perfect 
cup to your specific taste.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

GUTTERS
The OHLY Gutter Guard

GUARANTEED 
to Collect All Rain Water
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'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/17/2022. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2022 and purchase by 9/17/2022. Not valid with other offers or 
prior purchases. Buy one (1) windew or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patto door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% 
Interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/172022 and 9/17/2022.40% off windows and entry/patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patto door in the order. Additional $100 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, 
taken after initial discountfs), when you set your appointment by 8/31 /2022 and purchase by 9/11KS12. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans 
and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of 
the promotional period Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs Is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial Institutions 
without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available 
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area . See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request Some Renewal by Andersen locations are Independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" Is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.______________________________________________________________________________________

West Elm’s 
Farmhouse 
Pottery stand 
provides an 
elegant addition 
to your morning 
routine. $200 at 
West Elm.

LESS THAN a month left to book your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Mi SB 734-335-8036

ce • BesBest Design

every window and door1
No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four.

MtfMrrHwn purchase lour iitrxgt

Save up to HALF the Price of Major Competitors!

Financing 
Available

Call Today and Receive FREE GUTTER CLEANING 
with your Gutter Guard Install

Buy one window or door, 
get one window or door 

k /lAnz_ J

$0 0 0% for 1
Down Monthly Payments Interest *

248-657-7136
FREE ESTIMATES
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE!

Amazon declined to answer ques­
tions from USA TODAY regarding how 
many new jobs were slated to open in

Amazon pauses big 
plans for expansion

'Must present this at time of order. Minimum purchase applies. 
Not valid with any other offer or previous contract.

OFFER EXPIRES 8/31/2022

Whether it’s listening to your favorite vinyl, a 
quite conversation, or a secret meant for your 
ears only, your hearing is important - the team 
at Hear Michigan is dedicated to providing 
exceptional hearing solutions to suit your 
needs, lifestyle, and budget.

Tru Tech Concrete Coatings are not only 
beautiful and durable, they are timeless!

Helping you hear better. 
Give us a call: 866-952-0083

STRONGER 
l than epoxy!!!

Amazon closes or 
pauses more new sites

TAUTECH
CONCRRTH COATINOB

Free Estimate • No Hassle Consultation 
Outdoor Painting Only

the facilities that will no longer open 
this year or how jobs would be affect­
ed by a company pause in site open­
ings.

The company also did not not an­
swer questions about whether it will 
continue paying property taxes on the 
sites or how local and state subsidies 
used to attract Amazon to each area 
would now be affected.

“In total, Amazon has canceled, 
closed, delayed or put on hold more 
than 40 centers across the country, 
according to supply chain consultan­
cy MWPVL International,” Freight­
Waves reported.

Amazon didn’t say whether it plans 
to reopen all of its paused sites and 
launch them at a later date.

“We weigh a variety of factors 
when deciding where to develop fu­
ture sites to best serve customers,” 
Amazon spokesperson Alisa Carroll 
said in an email.

“We have dozens of fulfillment cen­
ters, sortation centers and delivery 
stations under construction and 
evolving around the world,” she said.

“It’s common for us to explore mul­
tiple locations simultaneously and 
adjust timetables based on needs 
across the network.”

Carroll also declined to answer 
questions about whether recent ef­
forts to form unions at some of its 
warehouse facilities had an effect on 
the decisions to pause or cancel site 
openings.

Hearing Test
Expires 8/31/2022

10% 
OFF

After expanding its fulfillment net­
work during the pandemic, Amazon 
has delayed or canceled the launch of 
more than a dozen warehouses across 
the country, a company spokesperson 
confirmed.

Amazon’s distribution center in 
Cocoa, Florida, won’t operate until at 
least some time next year, Florida To­
day, part of the USA TODAY Network, 
reported this week.

Last month, the freight industry 
trade publication Freightwaves re­
ported that Amazon had canceled or 
delayed plans to open at as many as 16 
warehouse facilities in 12 states this 
year.

The company confirmed the accu­
racy of those numbers to USA TODAY. 
The Cocoa location is in addition to 
the sites the publication reported.

“Amazon so far this year has can­
celed, closed, listed for sublease or 
put on hold more than 25 delivery sta­
tions and fulfillment centers across 
the U.S. and has delayed opening 15 
more, according to MWPVL data,” the 
Wall Street Journal reported.

An Amazon 
worker in a 
warehouse 
closes up a 
box for 
shipment. 
The company 
has delayed 
or canceled 
plans to open 
as many as 16 
warehouses.
PROVIDED BY 

AMAZON

Up to $1,000. Minimum purchase applies. 
Cannot be used with other offers 

(Expires 8/31/2022)

Amanda P6rez Pintado
USA TODAY

Shield
OF MICHIGAN

SUMMER SAVINGS!

$250 OFF

Easy to keep clean

100% antibacterial & antimicrobial

Will not chip or peel

Formulated for Michigan winters

Slip resistant

Endless color options

15 year warranty

Hearing Aids 

as low as 

$695 each 
‘Economy level Star key 100% rechargeable digital 

technology + $250 one-year service agreement 

Cannot combine with any other offers and excludes 

insurance buys 
Expires 8/31/2022

734-236-9222
Proudly serving Southeast Michigan _

Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial Find US on Facebook
Coatings in Southeast Michigan

Michigan’s Only Authorized Rhino Shield Dealer | License #2102200455 

Call to Schedule a FREE Estimate! 

734-386-0898
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GARAGE FLOORS PATIOS POOL DECKS BASEMENTS COMMERCIAL & MORE!

FREE QUOTE 
25 YEAR 

WARRANTY! 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

15 YEAR 
WARRANTY

HEAR MICHIGAN 
CENTERS '

Ceramic based coating 
that won’t chip, crack, or peel 

with a 25 year warranty.

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan 

Formerly Advanced 

Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 

Riverview, Ml 48193

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!

GO RHINO!

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road

Livonia. Ml 48154

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave.,# I 

#l. St. Ciair Shores,

Ml 48082..

TRANSFORM YOUR CONCRETE 
IN JUST ONE DAY!!

PioIvsMonalh coneiylc coatiHg soluiious |oi your home oi business.

Hear more.* 
Do more.
Live more. ±

ENGINEERED TO OUTLAST PAINT. 
FORMULATED TO OUTSMART THE ELEMENTS!

• Surface Preparation • Timely Services • Painting • Experienced Team
• Fast Cleanup • A+ BBB Rating • Satisfaction
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Cheaper way to beat heat avoids using fossil fuels
Savings over long term 
touted amid rising costs
Sara Edwards
USA TODAY

Air conditioning bills are spiking 
and as climate change starts to impact 
more parts of the country, air condi­
tioners are running for longer periods.

Now millions of Americans are 
starting to install heat pumps into 
their homes, a sustainable heating/ 
cooling system that doesn’t burn fossil 
fuels to operate. According to Statista, 
3.42 million air-source heat pumps 
were shipped to the U.S. in 2020.

The technology that fuels heat 
pumps has been used in mild climates, 
such as the South, for decades. But the 
technology has advanced to dramat­
ically improve performance in colder 
climates like the Midwest, says Jeff Vi­
vant, a sales manager at Minneapolis- 
St. Paul Plumbing, Heating and Air.

In June, the Biden administration 
proposed new energy-efficiency stan­
dards that “will save consumers bil­
lions on annual energy bills, reduce 
emissions and build on actions to sup­
port heat pump deployment.”

The proposal is part of 100 actions 
from the administration “to save the 
average family $100 a year,” according 
to a release on the Department of En­
ergy's website.

What is a heat pump?

A heat pump provides cool air in the 
summer and heat in winter. In cooling 
mode, a heat pump works like a refrig­
erator, using a refrigerant to cool hot 
air pulled from outdoors. To provide 
heat, it draws warm air from outdoors, 
even in low winter temperatures.

A heat pump can serve as both an 
air conditioner and a heater. During 
cooler temperatures, the heat pump 
pulls heat from the cool air and moves 
it inside the home. In warmer temper­
atures, it pulls cool air from the heat all 
while using a refrigerant to move the 
heat around.

“(Heat pumps) are basically a magic 
box,” said Sam Calisch at Rewiring 
America, a nonprofit promoting elec­
tric power for commercial and residen­
tial use.

“Even though it feels cold outside, 
there is heat out there that the heat 
pump can harvest and concentrate to 
raise the temperature and put it in 
your house to function like a furnace, 
except it doesn’t burn any fuels,” Cali­
sch said.

Owners of historic homes that lack

Aw

warm in winter, provided by emily tellerHeat pumps cool in the summer and
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ducts can opt for a ductless heat pump, 
Vivant said.

How much does a heat pump 
cost?

Heat pumps are more expensive 
than traditional AC/furnace systems.

The cost of a heat pump also can de­
pend on the type of heat pump and the 
size of the house. In Minneapolis, Vi­
vant said installing a heat pump for a 
single-family home can cost between 
$14,000 to $20,000.

For ductless heat pumps, the most 
popular in Minneapolis, it’s $6,000 to 
$7,000 per house zone, while forced air 
heat pumps cost between $10,000 to 
$20,000, depending on the model.

A traditional forced-air system 
costs $11,000 to $18,000.

How much money could it save 
me? Will my electricity bill go up?

Probably, but according to a Rewir­
ing America database, the average U.S. 
household would save $356 on its en­
ergy bills and avoid emitting 166 mil­
lion metric tons of greenhouse gases 
into the environment by using a heat 
pump.

About 87% of U.S. households could 
save a combined $37.3 billion a year on 

energy bills using modern appliances.
Calisch said heat pumps could off­

set inflationary prices hurting house­
holds.

"In the face of rising fossil fuel 
prices and volatility, the added benefit 
is long-term stability in bills,” he said.

How do I prepare my house 
for a heat pump?

Dar-Lon Chang moved his family to 
the sustainable Geos Neighborhood in 
Arvada, Colorado, after closing on 
their eco-friendly house in 2018. 
Chang, a former Exxon Mobile re­
searcher, joined GeoSolar Technol­
ogies in January as an adviser for re­
search and development.

He sold a traditionally-heated home 
in Sugar Land, Texas.

“At Geos, we have homes that are 
typically sealed to the point where you 
have about 20 hours before all the air 
in your house is leaked out,” Chang 
said.

Do I need a furnace 
with my heat pump?

Chang said consumers should opt 
for adding insulation and sealing 
against drafts instead of a backup gas 
furnace.

“(A furnace) kind of defeats a lot of 
the purpose of a heat pump which is to 
eliminate the need for gas,” Chang 
said. “Before a homeowner gets to the 
point of swapping out the gas furnace 
with a heat pump, the house needs to 
be better sealed and better insulated.”

A heat pump as a primary heating 
source may not be able to provide suffi­
cient heat during extreme, below-zero 
temperatures, Vivant said.

“In our area, it’s not code to install a 
heat pump as a primary heat source 
without a backup heating source of 
some kind like a forced air furnace or 
electric baseboard heating, for exam­
ple,” he said.

Chang said homeowners should 
also consider installing a recovery 
ventilation system, which turns on af­
ter its sensor detects a certain level of 
carbon dioxide and trades the stale air 
inside for the fresh air outside.

“It’s better than just opening the 
windows because when you do, you’re 
bringing in fresh air but you’re losing 
all that heat and cooling inside your 
house,” he said.

By using the recovery system, the 
home can bring in fresh air as if a win­
dow has been opened, but the cool air 
or heat already produced stays in the 
house.

That method is preferred for heat 
pumps in colder climates where excess 
moisture in the home like condensa­
tion is much more common. An energy 
recovery ventilator is preferred in 
warmer climates.

They both move fresh air through 
the home without losing heat or cool 
air.

What is the downside 
to a heat pump?

Vivant said the initial investment 
cost and the demolition work that 
comes with some installations are the 
main drawbacks.

He said the process of installing a 
heat pump can be somewhat invasive 
due to the drilling and demo work with 
the walls that can take place for some 
of the installations.

Chang said one of the obstacles 
keeping heat pumps from being widely 
adopted is the lack of experience from 
many service providers and contrac­
tors. While the market for heat pumps 
has ramped up, he said there are not 
enough service providers to keep up 
with the demand.

“(We need) some kind of training 
program that gets contractors up to 
speed and incentives to promote 
builders and contractors wanting to 
adopt heat pumps,” Chang said.

Obituaries
Donna M. Doyle (nee Albright)

South Lyon East 
wrestler storms back to 
become All-American
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HIGHLAND - Donna 
M. Doyle (nee. Albright), 
a longtime resident of 
Highland, MI, passed 
away on Thursday, July 
28,2022. She was 88 years 
old.

Donna is preceded in 
death by her husband of 
63 years, James H. Doyle 
(d. 2019) and is survived 
by her three children,
Beth (Ed) Morris, Jim Doyle and Diane (Eric) 
Smith; her beloved grandchildren, Emily and Katie 
Morris, Molly (Nathan) Cowdiri, Alex Brizard 
and Brendan Smith, and Brett and Ryan Doyle; 
her sister, Martha (Thomas) Hibbert as well as 
many close friends and extended family members.

Donna graduated from Wayne State University 
in 1956. She and Jim enjoyed a long and loving 
marriage and made their home in Allen Park 
before moving to Highland in 1983. There they 
made many new friends and enjoyed a wonderful 
retirement with winters in Florida and time in 
Michigan spent with their children and grand­
children.

Funeral services were held privately. For fur­
ther information, please contact, Lynch & Sons, 
Milford at 248-684-6645 or visit LynchAndSon- 
sMilford.com

Edward “Alan” 
Morbitzer

MILFORD - Edward 
“Alan” Morbitzer, of 
Milford, passed away 
on July 22nd, 2022. He 
was 62 years old.

Son of the late Ed­
ward and Sylvia Mor­
bitzer, Alan is survived 
by his siblings, Kim­
berly (Kurt) Bowman 
and Robin Denise 
(Vince)Maher; nieces 
and nephews, Krystal 
(Alex) Pulido, Kevin 
Bowman, and Amber 
(Aaron Adams) Mor­
bitzer; great nieces and 
nephews, Maxwell and 
Aiden Pulido, Dominic 
and Kingston Bowman, 
Zaiden and Maewyn 
Adamorbitzer; also 
many extended family 
and dear friends.

Alan is also preceded 
in death by his brother, 
Brian Dean Morbitzer.

How’s this for an underdog story?
It was the double-elimination por­

tion of the USA Wrestling 16U Wom­
en’s Freestyle National Champion­
ships last month in Fargo, North Da­
kota, and South Lyon East’s Isabella 
Cepak had lost her first match.

She shook it off but then found 
herself trailing, 8-0, just 1 minute into 
the second round of her next 117- 
pound bout, this time against Melan­
ie Vai from Tennessee. All Vai needed 
to do was score two points, and the 
match was over. And in the process, 
Cepak’s run at North Dakota State 
University would be over as well.

The points never came for Vai, 
who was pinned by Cepak with 1 min­
ute, 21 seconds left in the round.

The comeback victory proved to 
be just the shot in the arm Cepak, 
who just wrapped up her freshman 
season wrestling for the Cougars, 
needed to rip off an incredible run on 
the national stage.

Cepak went on to pin her next five 
opponents to qualify for the medal 
round.

And then in the seventh-place 
match, she pinned Jessa Joiner from 
Missouri in just 2:23 to become the 
first South Lyon East wrestler, boy or 
girl, to become an All-American.

What’s more, she left the tourna­
ment with the most pins out of all 518 
girls competing at the FargoDome.

“When we had a minute to talk 
with coaches, (Alma College coach 
Kaitlyn Pizzo) told me to just bring it 
back,” Cepak told Hometown Life. “I

South Lyon East wrestler Isabella 
Cepak placed seventh during the USA 
Wrestling 16U Freestyle National 
Championships in July, courtesy

looked at the scoreboard and knew I had 
to slowly do whatever I could to score 
points or do what I usually do, which 
was go for the pin to get the match over 
with. It’s probably the easier thing to do 
in that situation, and it just feels better 
to get the pin anyway.”

It was a trip of a lifetime for Cepak, as 
she represented Michigan and compet­
ed under some of the top women’s 
coaches in the state. That included Piz­
zo, Michigan Revolution’s Mario Flores 
(Highland), Michigan national team 
coach Jaime Stenz-Smith and Albion 
College assistant Zach Wood.

She suffered just two losses The first 
was to Ashley Naranjo from Washing-

See EAST, Page 7B
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tions,” she said.. “I could start focusing get the pin in 3:25. A year ago, Nauss lost
14-13 to White in the junior quarterfinals 
before taking third place.

“It was great, especially^ since last 
year I fell short of my goal,” Nauss said. 
“To get both feels really good.

“For my 16U, I’d never seen the girl 
before. I didn’t know how to wrestle 
against her style. That was one of the 
challenges with her. In juniors, I wres­
tled that girl quite a few times. It was a 
matter of not letting her defend me.”

Bommarito and Nauss were two of 
the three Michigan girls to win national 
championships, the other being Romeo 
junior-to-be Mishell Rebisch at 152. Re- 
bisch also won both divisions. All three 
train together at Michigan Revolution 
Training Center.

“You can share the victory with 
someone else on your team,” Bommarito 
said. “It’s just another experience to be 
able to see your team grow with you and 
succeeding alongside you. It’s a family 
kind of creation. You’re happy to see ev­
eryone grow around you.”

on my career choices or go to rugby if I 
wanted. I could do sports on the side 
with my club team for fun and could, fo­
cus on my future career. I’m still unde­
cided (about a career). I’m thinking 
more towards medical forensics or 
something about fitness training.”

Bommarito was dominant against 
the top wrestlers in the nation in Fargo.

She pinned her first three opponents 
by the 40-second mark and got the pin 
in 1 minute, 20 seconds in the semifi­
nals. She allowed a rare four-point move 
to Dasia Yearby of South Carolina in the 
championship match, but quickly re­
grouped to get the pin in 1:21.

A year ago, she won her four matches 
in Fargo with two pins, an 11-0 decision 
and an injury default.

“This is my last year,” she said. “It’s 
kind of nerve-racking. I wanted to finish 
it out with a good ending. 1 didn’t really 
want to lose. There’s that pressure. I 
never stress out too much about it. I al­
ways have my coaches. They’re very

clear about being OK with whatever 
happens and are just very supportive.”

Also repeating as a national champi­
on in Fargo was Sabrina Nauss, who is 
entering her junior year at Brighton. 
This time, however, Nauss was a double 
champion, winning the 16-and-under 
and junior titles at 180.

Nauss cruised to the championship 
match in both divisions before facing 
strong competition for the titles. She 
won her first four 16-and-under match­
es with three pins and a first-period 
technical fall and her first five junior 
bouts with three first-period pins and 
two technical falls.

In the 16-and-under final, she trailed 
8-7 to Kali Hayden of Oklahoma before 
getting the pin in 2:28.

Nauss was down 8-5 against Alivia 
White of Washington before rallying to

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

'the WAY’ - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church

Worship ©Abbey Park 

28413 Abbey Lane

I
 New Hudson, Ml

Sunday @10am, 248-553-7170

www.hope-lutheran-church.com 

Rev Thomas Scherger

al Championship in Fort Wayne, Indi­
ana, which qualified her for the Free­
style National Championships in Fargo.

Counting her three wins and two 
losses in the Junior Division tourna­
ment, she went 9-4 in North Dakota.

Cepak’s older sister, Olivia, who 
wrestled at the University of the Cum­
berlands in Kentucky, went 1-2 when 
she represented Michigan at the Free­
style National Championships years 
ago. And their brother, Matthew, who 
currently wrestles for Siena Heights, 
never made it out west because he 
doesn’t focus on freestyle.

So it’s been a heck of a year for the 
Cepaks, especially for Coach Cepak, 
who also guided East sophomore Tyler 
Swanigan to a girls state championship 
at 130 pounds in March at Ford Field.

“It’s just amazing. Just amazing,” 
said Coach Cepak, who’s entering his

RESERVE 
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Bommarito added a second national wrestling championship to a resume that 
also includes four state titles.

41415 W Nine Mlle Rd • Novi, Ml 48375 
248-349-0565

ton, who placed fourth. The other was to 
Kira Cole from Ohio, who was the fifth - 
place finisher.

“At the end of the tournament, I was 
like, ‘Wow, I actually did THAT,”’ Cepak 
added. “I can’t even remember the last 
time I came back from a (point deficit) 
that was that bad. But I just remember I 
wasn’t too stressed out about it. And 
now it definitely feels like an honor be­
cause I couldn’t believe it when it hap­
pened. It really took me a second to 
think about what I had achieved. Not a 
lot of people get to do it, and I feel hon­
ored to do that.”

It’s been quite the summer for Cepak 
since her admirable effort for the Cou-

lower weight classes who are so ob­
sessed with wrestling. I think about 
girls in my weight classes. I get angry for 
them because they’re so invested in the 
sport. There needs to be something for 
them.”

Bommarito said there is a stigma at­
tached to being a heavier female athlete.

“Nobody considers girls can be as tall 
and as strong and equal in weight to 
men without being overweight and in­
active,” she said. “That’s something oth­
ers need to realize.”

Hartland coach Kyle Summerfield 
hopes a change is made before it’s too 
late for Bommarito to compete beyond 
her two years at Indian Hills, the two­
time defending national junior college 
champion.

“She pinned her way through nation­
als, pinned every girl in the first period,” 
Summerfield said. “She’s the Gable Ste­
veson of girls wrestling but, yeah, they 
don’t have a weight class for her right 
now in DI or D2."

Steveson won an Olympic gold medal 
last summer before returning to win his 
second NCAA heavyweight champion­
ship at the University of Minnesota.

Bommarito is prepared to move on if 
an opportunity doesn’t open up in two 
years.

“I’m able to consider my other op-

gars during last winter’s Michigan High 
School Athletic Association state tour­
nament.

In March, she finished third in the 
state in the 115-pound girls division after 
losing in the semifinals to Fowlerville’s 
Margaret Buurma, who went on to win 
the individual state championship. Co­
incidently, Cepak and Buurma are train­
ing partners at Michigan Revolution in 
Highland. And Cepak actually traveled 
with the Buurma family to Fargo be­
cause her father, South Lyon East coach 
Matt Cepak, couldn’t make the trip be­
cause of work responsibilities.

Cepak went on to win the 122-pound 
division at the Ohio Tournament of 
Champions. And then she went unde­
feated during the Tulsa Team Duals 
while representing Team Michigan.

She followed up those outings with a 
third-place effort at the Central Region-
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Hartland graduate Eliana Bommarito (left) poses with Jaime Smith, the head 
coach at Frankfort High School, after winning a national wrestling championship 
in Fargo, North Dakota, courtesy
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Brighton’s Sabrina Nauss won the 
16-and- under and junior national 
wrestling championships in Fargo, 
North Dakota, photos by timothy arrick/ 
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Hartland’s Eliana Bommarito.
BILL KHAN/LIVINGSTON DAILY

fifth season leading East. “That feeling 
you get when one of your wrestlers 
achieves something at that level. ... 
words can’t even explain it. It took us a 
little bit of time to realize exactly what 
Bella did at Fargo by becoming an All 
American there. Tyler got to be a state 
champion, and now Bella is an All­
American. It’s just great for our pro­
gram.”

Bella said her goal is to win a state 
championship over the next three sea­
sons. And, of course, she’ll have to get 
through Buurma, one of her close 
friends, to achieve that. But now she’s 
got the confidence of becoming an All­
American to inspire during her journey 
to get back to downtown Detroit.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.
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“This is my last year.... 
I wanted to finish it out with a 
good ending.... There’s that 
pressure. I never stress out 
too much about it. I always 
have my coaches. They’re very 
clear about being OK with 
whatever happens and are just 
very supportive.” 
Eliana Bommarito

To be included here call Jabril Bryant at
(513) 796-7028 or 

email JBryant@localiq.com

Communi
Worship ____________r

http://www.hsrcc.net
mailto:welsnovi@aol.com
http://www.hope-lutheran-church.com
mailto:JBryant@localiq.com


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 1-800-579-7355

Classifieds Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237

Professional

THINKING OFall your needs.
CLASSICS WANTED!!!

SELLINGCareersAssorted
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Commissioning Engineer (Northville, 
Ml) Verify accuracy, function & 
integrity of mechanical & electrical 
installation; initiate &/or apply 
correction to installed system or 
equipment; commission systems & 
equipment; schedule commissioning 
activities; verify & document that 
systems & equipment operate 
according to specifications; ability to 
program ladder logic in PLCs; create 
& carry out test procedures; 
troubleshoot, investigate & 
diagnose/repair faults; Possess 
knowledge of instrumentation & 
power systems; knowledge of 
complex rotating mechanical systems 
or machines; Knowledge of 
dynamometers & applied systems. BS 
in Mechanical, Electronics or 
Electrical Engineering or foreign 
equivalent; 5 yrs engineering exp; 
Frequent travel may be required. 
Resumes: HR Manager, Meiden 
America, 15800 Centennial Dr, 
Northville, Ml 48168, EOE

Yanfeng US Automotive Interior 
Systems I LLC: Novi, Michigan: 
Lead Engineer, Automotive Interior 
Products. Utilize mechanical 
engineering concepts to lead product 
design and development to effectively 
and efficiently launch new automotive 
interior products. Need Bachelor's 
degree in Meeh. Engg plus 3 yrs of 
experience in an engineering position 
developing new products for 
automotive interiors. Need proof of 
legal auth. to work indefinitely in U.S. 
Send resumes to 
US-HR-Help©yanfeng.com.
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classifieds.hometownlife.com

CASH 4 CARS!!! 810-691-5030 
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Paying top dollar for your classic 
car. Especially convertibles. 
Doesn't matter the condition, 

Ron (414)514-6958
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new job 
HERE!

package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.
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Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, 

the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule

Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts.

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

Engineering & ITAutos Wanted

Service
Roofing & Siding

Items
Engineering & IT

Wheels

Autos Wanted

SALEMISCELLANEOUS

Place your ad today!

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

valves is seeking associates for

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer 8 Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Furniture & 
Household Items



15% OFFScan or Visit

EXPRESS BATHROOM
IOCAUQ REMODEL

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

journey, now,

PECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
(2) Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters

Q Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

’Guaranteed not to dog for as long as you own youf home or we will dean your gutters for free

’Otter ends August 31,2022. Participating dealers only. Not available m AK; HI. Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo. 
NY. Free wall upgrade up to a $1.500 value with quaBfying purchase of KOHLER Walk-In Bath. Cannot be combined with any other 
advertised offer Contact local dealer for financing details.'Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all 
interest is waived if the purchase amount Is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There Is no minimum monthly payment 
required during the promotional period Financing for GreenSkyW consumer loan programs ts provided by federally insured, equal opportunity 

lender banks. NMLS #1416362GreenSky<» Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders 
to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants Participating lenders are federally insured, equal 
opportunity lender banks. GraenSky® Is a registered trademark of GreenSky. LLC GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of 
participating lenders NMLS #1416362 GreenSkyf® financing offers available at participating dealers oniy.

LeafGuard has 
been awarded the 

Good Housekeeping 
Seal of Approval 

forJ^S straight years.
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Plus, learn tips and tricks on 
how to start your job search

LeafGuard® I* guaranteed never to clog or well clean It for free

(2) Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needlesand debris

EXPRESS BATHROOMS

CALL TO SET UP A CONSULTATION

J RECRUITMENT

DESIGN YOUR GREAT ESCAPE

material OWei

PREMIUM SELECTION OF AMERICAN MADE 
MATERIALS FROM INDUSTRY LEADING BRANDS' 
HIGH PRIORITY SCHEDULING WITH EXPEDITED 
INSTALLATION
AFFORDABLY PRICED

(Up to 81,000 value!

Finding Your 
Dream Job

FREE LUXSTONE 
BATH WALL UPGRADE 
\\ tn Vvw KOHLER Watts-ln Rattj PuHtiia
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