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Kensington Grill, 30712 Lyon Center Drive East in New Hudson, is permanently
closing Sept. 10, 2022, after 10 years in business. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Novi company has
62-acre wildlife
habitat that only
employees can visit

Aida Dennis

Wouldn't it be nice to walk through a
lush birch tree forest, wetlands full of
wildlife, and see native pollinator flowers
buzzing with bees and butterflies all next
to a nice gravel winding path on your
lunch break? Well, at ITC Holding Corp. in
Novi, that’s the case for its employees.

ITC was again awarded for its con-
tinued wildlife corporate conservation. In
addition to this year's award, ITC now
holds 4 WHC (The Wildlife Habitat
Council) Conservation Certifications.

“The committee was especially im-
pressed by the coordination and coopera
tion of employees to successfully manage
and perform the intensive work required,”
said Chief Marketing Officer of WHC,
Monica Keller. WHC recognized ITC dur-
ing the WHC conservation conference in
Detroit on June 15. ITC received the 2022
WHC Gold Tier Program Award and WHC
Forests Project Award for its continued
conservation leadership at its corporate
headquarters.

ITC won the Gold Tier Program Award
by demonstrating the overall depth of one
exceptional program. For ITC, this looks
like 12 conservation projects within seven
categories: Forest, Landscaped, Wet-
lands, and Water Bodies, Avian, Invasive
Species, Pollinators and Reptiles, and
Amphibians.

The Forest Project Award is awarded to
one of the highest scoring projects in this
theme. The project must use appropriate
techniques and be monitored at least
once yearly, with results evaluated to cre-
ate more.

“We were honored to receive that
award, and it just goes to kind of validate a

See HABITAT, Page 1A
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Kensington Grill closes
after more than a decade

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Joyce and Rick Eathorne have dined
three or four times per month at Ken-
sington Grill since it opened more thana
decade ago in New Hudson.

But Sept. 10 was to be their last time
enjoying their favorite dishes, which in-
clude chicken fingers and the mac and
cheese with pulled pork, as the restau-
rant closed its doors permanently at the

end of the day Saturday.

“I'm sad,” said Eathorne as she sat at
the bar awaiting a carry-out order. “
know they struggled through COVID,
but last week they were so busy. I
thought they were over the hump. Their
food has gotten progressively better
over the years.”

Don Kokoszka, who visits a couple
times per month to see his favorite bar-
tender, Wanita, agreed and told owner

See GRILL, Page 1A

Northville's new school
superintendent ready to roll
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RJ Webber looks at a gift given to him after he taught in Nigeria several years ago in his office in downtown Northville.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Despite being located just miles
away, RJ Webber admits he didn't
know extensively about Northville
when applying for the school superin-
tendent position.

A longtime assistant superinten-
dent in the neighboring Novi Commu-
nity School District, Webber remem-
bers sitting in on his interviews and
connecting with others in the commu-
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nity about all the positive things he
heard.

"After my first interview, I contacted
people in the community and said 'is
what I'm hearing true?'" he said. "And
every single person did not hesitate at
all and said, 'Absolutely. That is our
board, that is our community."

That was enough for Webber.

After successfully navigating the
interview process set up by the school
board, Webber was named the leader
of Northville Public Schools this sum-
mer giving him some time to get his

©2022

Volume 153 | No. 7
Home delivery pricing inside

bearings and prepare for the start of a
new school year last week with stu-
dents.

A native of Perry in Shiawassee
County, Webber's career in education
has taken him across Michigan and the
globe. Beginning with a year of teach-
ing in Nigeria, he came back to teach in
Michigan, taking jobs in Saginaw, Ith
aca and eventually South Lyon.

It was there he began to work his
way up the educational ladder, becom

See WEBBER, Page 1A
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Ford's Garage to | State Fair celebrates 10th year in Novi

add 4 more
Michigan
restaurants,
including Novi

Susan Selasky
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Ford’s Garage, the Dearborn hot
spot just west of Ford World Head-
quarters, is expanding. With its 1920s
service station and prohibition ambi-
ance, the restaurant is known as a
place for a burger and brew served
with a side of automotive history.

Billy Downs, the franchise partner
of the Dearborn location, which
opened in 2017, announced this week
plans for four more Ford’s Garage res-
taurants to open.

“With people ready to put the pan-
demic in the rearview mirror, they’re
back out dining again and looking for
entertainment. People enjoy great
food and energy in a restaurant that is
comfortable, unpretentious, and
unique to the casual dining space,”
Downs said in a news release. “As it
turns out, the Ford Motor Company’s
rich history as one of America’s most
important manufacturing companies
also translates to a pretty cool dining
experience. I'm excited to be bringing
more of the Ford’s Garage experience
to the Detroit area.”

The second Michigan Ford’s Garage
is expected to open next year at the
Fountain Walk in Novi. Construction
on the Novi location is set to being this
month.

Site selection for the other three lo-
cations has also begun, according to a
news release.

Ford’s Garage was founded in 2012
in Ft. Myers, Florida, where Henry
Ford had a winter home. Since then,
it’'s grown to 20 franchise locations in
Florida, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and
Texas. Ford’'s Garage is an official li-
censee of Ford Motor Co., which allows
them to outfit the inside and exterior of
the restaurants with Ford brand imag-
ery, including the iconic Ford blue-ovai
logo.

While Ford’s Garage restaurants are
modeled after a 1920s service station,
they're also filled with Ford memora-
bilia, including vintage fixtures and
gas pumps, as well as a Model T or
Model A car suspended above the cen-
ter bar.

The restaurants are decidedly vin-
tage, mixing Prohibition-style ele-
ments like brick, richly colored woods
and a copper bar top that’s hammered
by hand.

While Ford’s Garage is known for its
half-pound, hand-pattied, Black An-
gus beef burgers, the menu also offers
comfort foods, entree selections,

soups, salads, sandwiches and appe-
tizers. It also has an extensive craft
beer selection, wine and cocktails.

Ford's Garage restaurants are known
for their hand-pattied Black Angus
burgers. PROVIDED BY FORD'S GARAGE
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Sarah Raza
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Curious crowds gathered around
around the dozens of livestock exhib-
its for a chance to pet animals at the
Michigan State Fair in Novi. The
sounds of cows, goats and pigs filled
the air at the 10th anniversary of the
event.

Dave Coon, 52, is among those who
have attended the event every year
since the fair moved to Novi in 2012.
Coon brought his animals from his Ud-
derly Nutz farm in Lyons and was
working the popular Beginning of Life
exhibit, where fairgoers can pet young
rabbits, ducks and goats. For him, the
most rewarding aspect is getting to
educate ordinary folks who don’t often
get to see farm animals.

What keeps him coming back?

“When kids come up to you with
smiles on their faces,” he said as two
young girls asked to pet the 1-month-
old rabbit in his arms, “that’s what'’s
really cool to me.”

The State Fair first began in 1849 in
Detroit, and was held at the State Fair
Grounds on Woodward Avenue in De-
troit until 2009, when it was discon-
tinued due to budgeting issues. In
2012, it moved to the Showplace in No-
vi, where it has been held since.

Sue Kayl, 70, attended Novi’s State
Fair for the first time with her senior
center’'s group of over 30 attendees.
Comparing it to the Woodward Avenue
location, she said she “appreciaied the
indoor and outdoor aspect so you can
escape the heat for a while.” Inside the
Showplace, fairgoers can enjoy the
livestock exhibits, while the carnival,
beer tent and contests are outside.

Her husband, Bob Kayl, 72, was im-
pressed by some of the records on dis-
play, particularly the pumpkin weigh-
ing 1,638 pounds.

Linda Coon, 53, and her daughter,
Laura Bowman, 26, at the Udderly
Nutz exhibit, said they enjoy the lively
atmosphere of the fair and answering
questions about their goats. This year,
the family brought 17 American La-
mancha goats to the fair.

“We go to fairs all year round, but
there's nothing like this,” Bowman
said, adding that most shows only
have a few species of animals, whereas
the State Fair has a wide range, from
cows to tortoises.

The Coon family has been exhibit-
ing their animals at the State Fair for
the last 10 years and commended the
organizers for their respect and flexi-
bility toward exhibitors.

People flock to the Michigan State Fair midway at the Suburban Collection Showcase in Novj on Thursday, the first day of
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Johnny Gutierrez, of San Antonio, Texas, dives from a 33-foot ledge into a pool
of water while on fire as part of a Watershow Productions Inc. diving show at
the Suburban Collection Showcase in Novi during the first day of the Michigan
State Fair. PHOTOS BY RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS
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From left, Stan Cullimo
Antonia Mouland, of Livonia, react as diver Clark Kocourek of Omaha, Neb.,
dives 80 feet into a pool Thursday.

re, of St. Clair Shores, Estelle

s -

im

the 2022 fair. The State Fair continues through Monday with new attractions like the Pork Chop Revue and the Cool Zoo.

.

Missing Commerce Twp. teen
found safe in northwest Detroit

Chandra Fleming
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Missing Commerce Township teen
Laken Lewis, 15, was found safe Sept. 3
in northwest Detroit by police and has
been reunited with family after being
missing for two weeks.

Laken had been missing since Aug. 18
after she went for a walk in the Stratford
Villa mobile home park in Commerce
Township. '

She said she would be home two
hours later but never returned

o

She was found Sept. 3 by Oakland
County Sheriff’s Office detectives from
the Special Investigations Unit and the
Fugitive Apprehension Team with help
from the Detroit Police Department. A
tip regarding her whereabouts helped
detectives locate Laken, who was found
in the company of several people.

We appreciate the feedback we re-
ceived from the public and the hard

work of our Detectives that located this

missing young girl and recovered her
safely in Detroit,” Sheriff Michael Bou-
chard said in a news release

¥

Missing Oakland County Teen Laken
Lewis was found safe in northwest
Detroit on Saturday. OAKLAND COUNTY
SHERIFF DEPARTMENT
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The Corvette ZR1 greets attendees as they enter the doors of the 2019 North American International Auto

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Show at Cobo Center in downtown Detroit on Jan. 19, 2019. KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL, DETROIT FREE PRESS

Your guide to the 2022
Detroit auto show

Emma Stein
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK —
MICHIGAN

The Detroit auto
show — one of the larg-
est in the world - kicks
off in just a few days.

Formally known as
the North American In-
ternational Auto Show,
the event has historical-
ly brought hundreds of
thousands of people to
the motor city. This year,
the multi-day event is
meant for everyone -
car fanatics and those
who are less passionate.

From flying cars (yes,
you read that right) to
rock stars to food
trucks, the exhibits ap-
peal to a wide range of
interests.

This year, the show is
placing an emphasis on
the eiectrification of the
industry.

With so many pit
stops, it can be hard to
know where to start.
Here's your comprehen-
sive guide to the event:

When is the 2022
Detroit auto show?

The show is open to
the general public from
Sept. 17-25.

From Sept. 17-24,
hours are 9 a.m. to 9
p-m. On Sept. 25, it's
open 9 a.m. to9 p.m.

Other events:

e Industry Tech Days
and AutoMobili-D, a
chance to preview
emerging technologies
and new start-ups, are
on Sept. 14 and 15.

e The Black Tie Char-
ity Preview, a fundrais-
ing gala, is on Sept. 16.

Where is the 2022
Detroit auto show?

The event will be
scattered across down-
town Detroit. It will be
both indoors and out-
doors for the first time in
the show's history.

Locations include
Campus Martius, Hun-
tington Place, Hart Pla-
za and Spirit Plaza.

Detroit auto show
2022 ticket prices

For the public show,
tickets are $20 for
adults, $12 for seniors 65
and older and $10 for
children ages 3-12. Cnil-
dren 2 and under can get
in for free. A family pass
is $50.

Tickets for the Indus-
try Days, meant for
those who work in the
mobility industry, are
$75 per person.

Black Tie Charity

MOMNSTER
TANECH

THROWDOWN
iy

Monster Truck Throwdown in Hart Plaza will include the world's first

battery-powered monster truck. PROVIDED BY THE DETROIT AUTO SHOW

Preview tickets cost
$400 each or $700 per
pair. This includes ac-
cess to the entire show
and the VIP Ribbon Cut-
ting Ceremony inside
Huntington Place.

Take flight

The future has be-
come reality with the
auto show's air mobility
exhibits — from jet packs
to flying car technology.

“This exciting addi-
tion to the show is a nat-
ural extension of the
evolving transportation
ecosystem, especially
25 people continue to
look for creative ways to
expand personal mobil-
ity,” said Detroit Auto
Show Chairman Joe
Lunghamer. “We’ll give
auto show audiences a
taste of the future today
with a look at the whole
spectrum of mobility —
from the thrill of human
propulsion to amphibi-
ous vehicles you can
keep in your backyard to
EVs leading the indus-
try’s transformation.”

Electric vertical take-
off and landing (eVTOL)
companies including

-AIR, Airspace Experi-

ence Technologies and
AERWINS Technologies
will display their air-
crafts. Visitors can fly in
the cockpit of AIR ONE
through virtual reality.

v
BUSCH’S
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A jet suit from Grav-
ity Industries lets hu-
mans fly, and Omni is
bringing the world's
first-ever flying hover-
board.

Family fun

The Detroit auto
show is taking families
on a blast to the past
with the Dinosaur and
Off-Road Vehicle En-
counter.

A Jurassic walk-thru
experience at the Hun-
tington Place Ballroom
features more than 80
life-like dinosaurs, a
band, crafts and fossil
digs.

While you're there,
you can check out the
one and only Flintmo-
bile - the car used in the
1994 feature film "The
Flintstones."

Meanwhile, attend-
ees can watch a Monster
Truck Throwdown in
Hart Plaza, including
the world's first battery:-
powered monster truck.
The world's largest rub-
ber duck, standing at 61
feet, will also be on dis-
play at Hart Plaza.

A hot spot for family
fun, an arcade on
wheels will be parked at
Hart Plaza where visi-
tors can play Xbox, Nin-
tendo Switch and Play-
Station, with hundreds
of games to choose

from.
Music

Grammy-winning
musician Nile Rodgers
and CHIC are the head-
line performers at this
year's Black Tie Charity
Preview at Huntington
Place in Detroit.

Rodgers, a Rock &
Roll Hall of Famer, co-
founded CHIC and is co-
founded CHIC, which is
best known for dance
favorites like "Le Freak"
and "Good Times."

Performances open
to the public will be at
Hart Plaza 6-1 p.m.
Sept. 16.

The public show will
feature themed days in
Hart Plaza, from Mo-
town Tuesday to Satur-
day Family Day and

See AUTO, Page 3A
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Wayne County, Oakland
County homes for sale
fall in price in August

Mike Stucka

and Sean Lahman
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK
MICHIGAN

A typical Wayne
County home listed for
$159,900 in August, down
from $160,000 a month
earlier, an analysis of da
ta from Realtor.com
shows.

The median list home
price in August was down
about 9.7% from August
2021. Wayne County's
median home was 1,265
square feet for a listed
price of $127 per square
foot.

The Wayne County
market was busy, with a
median 36 days on mar-
ket. A month earlier,
homes had a median 32
days on market. The mar-
ket added 2,384 new
home listings in August,
compared with the 2,500
added in August 202L
The market ended the
month with some 4,069
listings of homes for sale.

The median home
prices issued by Realtor-
.com may exclude much,
or even most, of a mar-
ket's homes. The price
and volume represent
only homes that are sin-
gle-family homes, condo-
miniums or townhomes.
They include existing
homes, but exclude most
new construction as well
as pending and contin-
gent sales.

Information on your
local housing market is
available through the
USA TODAY Network,
with more data from
Realtor.com.

Oakland County
home prices drop
3.8% to $404,120

Oakland

County's

home prices fell 3.8%, to a
median $404,120, from a
month earlier. The typical
house was on the market
for 31days, from 24 days a
month earlier. The typical
1,976-square-foot house
had a list price of $207
per square foot.

Across metro Detroit,
median hoine prices fell
to $274,500, down 2%
from a month earlier. The
median home had 1,536
square feet, at a list price
of $174 per square foot.

Across all of Michigan,
median home prices were
$275,000, falling 3.5%
from a month earlier. The
median Michigan home
for sale had 1,629 square
feet at list price of $165
per square foot.

Across the United
States, median home
prices were $435,050,
down 3.1% from a month
earlierr. The median
American home for sale
had 1,890 square feet, list-
ed at $222 per square
foot.

The median home list
price — the midway point
of all the houses or units
listed over a period of
time — is used more often
in this report instead of
the average home list
price because experts say
the median offers a more
accurate view of what's
happening in a market. In
finding the average price,
all prices of homes listed
are added and then divid-
ed by the number of
homes sold. This mea-
sure can be skewed by
one low or high price.

The USA TODAY Net-
work is publishing local-
ized versions of this story
on its news sites across
the country, generated
with data from the Real-
torcom residential list-
ings database.

A townhome for sale in August in Dallas, North
Carolina, is shown. Median prices in August were
lower in 37 states than they'd been a month earlier,
Realtor.com data shows. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON

GAZETTE

‘We Believe In Our Peaple,
Communities, & The He

JOIN #TEAMG

oin #TeamGannett Today!

_ Where working together creates greater opportunities, learning ahd‘gfow}v'th!‘




4A | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022

Eye-popping,

Mark Phelan

Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Whether you're a frustrated shopper or
a car lover eager to see the latest technology
and styles, the North American Intema-
tional Auto Show will have plenty for you to
see when it opens to the public Sept. 17 at
Huntington Place convention center on De-
troit’s riverfront.

Auto show organizers expect about 30
brands to be on the show floor, including an
array of new vehicles that either aren't on
sale yet or are in such short supply you're
more likely to find a pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow than any of them on a dealer’s
lot.

Add to that the announcement of about
30 semifinalists for North American Car,
Truck and Utility of the Year, and Hunting-
ton Place will host the most impressive col-
lection of new and hard-to-find vehicles
since the pandemic struck in early 2020.

EVs, muscle cars, pickups — you
name it

Curious about electric vehicles? Where
else are you going see a Cadillac Lyriq, GMC
Hummer SUV and pickup, Ford F-150
Lightning, Hyundai Ioniq 5, Polestar 2 and
Porsche Taycan?

How about the Genesis GV60, the EV
that uses facial recognition to let its owner
enter and drive?

Not to mention such yet-to-be-released
models as the electric Chevrolet Equinox,
Blazer and Silverado. Those three main-
stream models — compact SUV, midsize
SUV and full-size pickup — are the proof
points for GM’s “EVs for everybody” prom-
ise to make the technology widespread and
affordable. All three should go on sale in
2023.

There will also be revelations about oth-
er beloved models making the transition to
electric power.

Get ready for your first look at Toyota’s
all-hybrid Crown sedan, which aims to split
the difference between SUV and sedan.
The new Sequoia large SUV will also be
present.

Acura’s new Integra, the little sport se-
dan that recalls the brand’s origins, will be
on the show floor, too.

Ford’'s ever-expanding, business-build-
ing niche models for its pickups and SUVs
will be well represented. Models that aren’t

| O& EMEDIA (NNNR)

trendsettlng new vehicles are on the way

s

in dealerships yet but present at the show
will include the Bronco Raptor, Bronco Ev-
erglades, Maverick Tremor and F-150 Rap-
tor R.

Chevrolet will respond with its Silverado
ZR2 Bison off-roader, a full-size pickup
with advanced shock absorbers, and five
skid plates tailored to protect crucial low-
hanging parts, including its front and rear
differentials, transfer case and fuel tank.

Almost unimaginably, the Dodge stand
will have a sporty Dodge Homet plug-in hy-
brid developed with Alfa Romeo, and the
controversial and innovative Daytona
Charger SRT concept — billed as the first
electric muscle car. If not from Dodge, who?

Did I mention the debut of the dramatic
new 2024 Mustang — likely the last ever
internal combustion powered version of
the original pony car? And the Lincoln
Model L 100 concept car that stopped traf-
fic at the recent Pebble Beach luxury-brand
extravaganza?

Yeah, they’ll be there, too.

Here is a list of highly anticipated vehi-
cles expected at the Detroit auto show:

e Acura Integra

e Cadillac CT5-V Blackwing

¢ Cadillac Escalade-V

e Cadillac Lyriq

e Buick Wildcat concept

e Chevrolet electric, Blazer, Equinox and
Silverado

e 2024 Ford Mustang

e Ford Maverick Tremor

e Dodge Charger Daytona SRT concept

e Dodge Homet GT

e Genesis GV60

e GMC Hummer electric pickup and
SUv

o Hyundai Ioniq 5

o Lincoln Model L 100

e Polestar 2
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A Lincoln concept
called the Star
EV, shown, will be
at the North
American
International
Auto Show with a
finished interior.
Lincoln’s Model L
100 is also listed
among the
vehicles
expected.
PROVIDED BY LINCOLN

e Range Rover

e Toyota Crown

e Toyota Sequoia

e Toyota NASCAR race car

Unique experiences

Also not to be missed, a pair of stunning
concept cars:

e Buick Wildcat

e Lincoln Model L 100

Those concepts will never be built, but
they set the tone for their brand’s future ve-
hicles and features.

Lincoln’s earlier Star concept will also be
on the stand, this time with a finished inte-
rior.

The Detroit Auto Dealers Association,
which puts the show on, pulled every string
its well-connected members could reach to
make this a show worthy of the agonizing
three years since Detroit held its last auto
show.

Huntington Place will also hold off-
roading SUV demos inside. For the first
time, the show will also include flying elec-
tric “cars” and “motorcycles” — they’re
coming, and sooner than you expect.

Toyota’s Lexus luxury brand’s stand
won't have the all-new 2023 RX, but the
SUV may be present in the display of North
American vehicles of the year semifinalists.

“This display of award semifinalists at
the 2022 Detroit auto show is a first and
will certainly contain a diverse selection of
a couple dozen interesting new vehicles,”
jury president Gary Witzenburg said.

Among the vehicles in the running to be
semifinalists:

e Audi Q4 e-tron

e BMW ix Drive 50i

e Genesis G80

e Honda CR-V
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e Kia EV6

e Mercedes-Benz C-class

e Mercedes-Benz EQE

e Nissan Z

e Toyota GR Corolla

A variety of exotic and luxury cars are
expected as well.

Multiple brands will offer test drives on
the riverfront course of the 2023 IndyCar
Detroit Grand Prix.

Moving from NAIAS's old dates in the
dead of winter opened the door — literally
— to outdoor experiences, including an
electric monster truck that will crush jalop-
ies in Hart Plaza and photo ops for Jeep
owners with the world’s largest rubber
duck.

If you're a Jeep owner, you know what
that is all about. If not, Google it.

Partial list of brands expected at the De-
troit auto show:

e Acura

e Alfa Romeo

e BMW

e Buick

e Cadillac

e Chevrolet

e Chrysler

e Dodge

e Ferrari

e Fiat

e Ford

e Genesis

o GMC

e Honda

e Hyundai

e Jeep

e Kia

e Lamborghini

e Land Rover

e Lexus

e Lincoln

e Mazda

o Nissan

e Polestar

e Porsche

e Ram

e Subaru

® Tesla

e Toyota

e VW

e Volvo

o Wagoneer

The public show runs Sept. 17-25.

Go to naias.com for information about
show hours, tickets and more.

Contact Mark Phelan at 313-222-6731 or
mmphelan@freepress.com. Follow him on
Twitter @mark_phelan.
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Wayne County COVID-19
cases and deaths tracker

Mike Stucka
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Michigan reported far fewer coro-
navirus cases in the week ending Sun-
day, adding 15,854 new cases. That's
down 17.2% from the previous week's
tally of 19,158 new cases of the virus
that causes COVID-19.

Michigan ranked 12th among the
states where coronavirus was spread-
ing the fastest on a per-person basis, a
USA TODAY Network analysis of
Johns Hopkins University data shows.
In the latest week coronavirus cases in
the United States decreased 4.7% from
the week before, with 507,209 cases
reported. With 3% of the country's
population, Michigan had 3.13% of the
country's cases in the last week.
Across the country, three states had
more cases in the latest week than
they did in the week before.

The Labor Day holiday may have al-
tered how many people can get tested
and when, and when governments re-
port testing results and deaths. This
will skew week-to-week comparisons.

Wayne County reported 2,710 cases
and 20 deaths in the latest week. A
week earlier, it had reported 3,258
cases and 24 deaths. Throughout the
pandemic it has reported 477,427
cases and 8,335 deaths.

Oakland County reported 1,947
cases and eight deaths in the latest
week. A week eatlier, it had reported
2,211 cases and 13 deaths. Throughout
the pandemic it has reported 346,266
cases and 4,082 deaths.

Across Michigan, cases fell in 69
counties, with the best declines in
Wayne County, with 2,710 cases from
3,258 a week earlier; in Macomb Coun-
ty, with 1,476 cases from 1,752; and in
Oakland County, with 1,947 cases from
2,211.

Within Michigan, the worst weekly
outbreaks on a per-person basis were
in Iron County with 425 cases per
100,000 per week; Huron County with
291; and Shiawassee County with 254.

KOHLER

N g

Brockton Board of Health Executive Director Eno Mondesir speaks at a news
conference announcing a new COVID-19 PCR testing facility at the Shaw's
Center in the Massachusetts city on Sept. 2. The city reported 125 COVID-19
cases in the last week of August, and 18 hospitalizations. MARC VASCONCELLOS/THE

ENTERPRISE

The Centers for Disease Control says
high levels of community transmis
sion begin at 100 cases per100,000 per
week.

Adding the most new cases overall
were Wayne County, with 2,710 cases;
Oakland County, with 1,947 cases; and
Macomb County, with 1,476. Weekly
case counts rose in 13 counties from
the previous week. The worst in-
creases from the prior week's pace
were in Washtenaw, Manistee and Bay
counties.

In Michigan, 83 people were report-
ed dead of COVID-19 in the week end-
ing Sunday. In the week before that,
129 people were reported dead.

A total of 2,786,213 people in Michi-
gan have tested positive for the coro-
navirus since .the pandemic began,
and 38,121 people have died from the
disease, Johns Hopkins University da-
ta shows. In the United States
95,250,705 people have tested positive
and 1,050,323 people have died.

Note: In the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity coronavirus data, cases and
deaths for the Michigan Department
of Corrections and the Federal Correc-
tional Institution separately from
Michigan counties.

Walk-In Bath &

Shower System_s

Michigan's COVID-19 hospital
admissions staying flat

USA TODAY analyzed federal hos-
pital data as of Sunday, Sept. 11. Likely
COVID patients admitted in the state:

e Last week: 1,287

e The week before that: 1,292

e Four weeks ago: 1,295

Likely COVID patients admitted in
the nation:

e Last week: 60,585

o The week before that: 61,376

e Four weeks ago: 69,436

Hospitals in 16 states reported more
COVID-19 patients than a week earlier,
while hospitals in 22 states had more
COVID-19 patients in intensive-care
beds. Hospitals in 19 states admitted
more COVID-19 patients in the latest
week than a week prior, the USA TO-
DAY analysis of U.S. Health and Hu-
man Services data shows.

The USA TODAY Network is publish-
ing localized versions of this story on
its news sites across the country, gen-
erated with data from Johns Hopkins
University and the Centers for Disease
Control. If you have questions about
the data or the story, contact Mike
Stucka at mstucka@gannett.com.
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Continued from Page 3A

Sunday Funday. Each theme will have
related music with local artists and
street food.

Food

Downtown Detroit will be decorat-
ed with a rotating fleet of beloved food
trucks throughout the event, featuring
menus from around the world

For those wanting a sit-down meal,
the area is packed with restaurants so
you can experience everything from
expensive steak dinners at Texas de
Brazil to an exquisite brunch at the al
ways-crowded Dime Store.

Where to park for Detroit auto
show

Parking in downtown Detroit is no-
toriously difficult, and the allure of the
auto show won't make it any easier.

The auto show does not manage or
provide parking. However, SpotHero, a
reservation service, is the official park-
ing app of the show. Visitors can plan
their parking in advance using the
website.

For those who want to avoid park-
ing altogether, MoGo, a non-profit bike
share organization is offering a 25%
discount during the show. The bikes
are available throughout downtown
Detroit with locations shown on the

system map.

Attendees can also opt for the
QLINE for free access to the Woodward
Corridor.

The large rubber duck will be at Hart
Plaza PROVIDED BY THE DETROIT AUTO SHOW
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Grill

Continued from Page 1A

Mark Mitra as much.

“I hate to see you go,” Kokoszka said.
“I love your food.”

Mitra admits it is bittersweet for
him to close the restaurant, a former
Chili's he purchased more than 10
years ago at 30712 Lyon Center Drive
East.

Kensington Grill was a dream pro-
ject for the former Arby’s franchisee.
He sold several of the fast food restau-
rants and focused on making great
barbecue at his new restaurant, which
he said was, and still is, his baby.

But Mitra, 67, is getting older and
facing a hard truth.

“The fact is, you can’t turn back
time,” he said. “Time is the one thing
you can't get back or buy and 1 want to
make the best use of days and oppor-
tunities in front of me.”

He is looking forward to traveling
with his wife Diane, including visits to
extended family in India and Croatia,
and even cooking — perhaps just for
him and their family, which includes
their two children.

While Mitra has contended with
long hours for many years, he and oth-
er restaurant owners have faced in-
creasing pressures during the pan-
demic which may have also contribut-
ed to a quicker exit from the industry.

He reluctantly cites labor short-
ages, supply shortages, and inflation
that has doubled and even tripled
meat and fish costs.

“All of these things added to the
challenge and the craziness of running
a business,” Mitra said. “Ultimately it
is just our time to step away.”

Reflecting on the years, Mitra said
he is most proud of his employees,
many of whom had been with him
from the start of Kensington Grill, and
who had been like family.

Those employees made a difference
with the level of service and care they
showed each and every customer, he
said.

That service, as well as what Mitra
said was some of the best barbecue in
the state, resulted in many customers
who also became regulars and friends.

“To our customers, I just want to say
thank you for the opportunity to serve
you and hopefully we provided you the

(NNNR)
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A letter to Kensington Grill
customers lets them know the New
Hudson restaurant would close its
doors Sept, 10, 2022, after 10 years in
business.

SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Kensington Grill Owner Mark Mitra,
along with General Manager Holly
Godwin and server Chaz Godwin,
were busy last week, Kenginston
Grill's final days in business, bfore
closing for good.

SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

hospitality to relax and enjoy yourself,”
he said. “To my employees, I just want
to thank each and every one, current
and former, that helped the Kensing-
ton Grill be not just a restaurant, but a
meeting place for the community.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Su-
sanBromleylO.
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Webber

Continued from Page 1A

ing an assistant principal, a middle
school principal and then principal at
South Lyon High School. He attributes
that rise to something former South
Lyon superintendent Bill Pearson saw
in him early on in his teaching career.

Despite his rise to become a top
school district official, Webber said he
always keeps his primary objective in
the forefront: making sure students
get a quality education.

“When somebody asks me, ‘what do
you do for a living?', my answer is al-
ways an educator," he said. "Doesn't
matter if I was a teacher or an assistant
principal or principal, assistant super-
intendent, superintendent, I'm an
educator. It's what I do."

That passion has already shown
even before school starts: Webber re-
cently found himself at the freshman
orientation for Northville High School,
interacting with students to learn more
about them.

That care especially extends to the
seniors at the high school, who have
had nothing but chaos since all schools
were shuttered in March 2020 during
their freshman year. Their entire high
school career has been marred by the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,
with this upcoming the best chance for
a sense of normality. That's some-
thing, Webber said, he's sensitive to.

“This year, if you think about it, is
the first year our seniors have a chance
at a normal high school year," he said.
"I would argue that post what we've
just been through that we need to fo-
cus on listening to our students and
our staff members and understanding
that they're coming through a difficult
time."

Time for listening

Webber said he's excited at the
chance to spend more time learning
about the people that make up the dis-
trict, which covers parts of several
communities such as Northville,
Northville Township, Novi, Novi
Township and Lyon Township.

Despite the geographic closeness of
both the Novi and Northville districts,
Webber said there was not a lot of con-
nections made between the two over

“This year, if you think about it, is the
first year our seniors have a chance at
a normal high school year,” said
Northville Superintendent RJ
Webber. DAVID VESELENAK/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

the years. He plans to spend a good
chunk of his first year learning and lis-
tening.

"Living in Novi for six years now but
serving there for 12 and serving in
South Lyon and so on, I had no idea the
amount of things available to students
and families here. And this is even be-
yond the district,” he said. "As I'm in-
troduced to all these opportunities, I'm
like, 'We need to let the world know
about this." Sharing those stories is a
goal of Webber's during his first year.
He does not plan to change much from
the top — he attributes the work former
superintendent Mary Kay Gallagher
did, as well as other previous leaders of
the district — but said the message of
what Northville schools is all about can
be amplified.

“There are always ways to get better.
What I'll say is, you don't have to be
sick to get better," he said. "And there
are always ways we can get better. and
what I would like to do."

Webber is aware of the challenges
facing him — "I will make mistakes, I'm
human," he said — but being surround-
ed talented staff will help him better
become a leader the district needs.

"My job right now is to earn the trust
of this community and I will try my
best every day. I really just can't tell
you every day I walk in how lucky 1
feel," Webber said. "I am exceptionally
grateful to be here and to serve beside
the employees of Northville Public
Schools and to serve the community. I
would just simply say thank you,
thank you, thank you."

Contact reporter David Veselenak at
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.
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These tips will minimize risk when disaster, family emergencies occur

Money Matters
Rick Bloom

Guest Columnist

Last week’s storms in southeast Michi-
gan should remind us all how unpredict-
able life can be and the importance of un-
derstanding risk. Whether it is risk in our
portfolios or the risk of an unexpected
family emergency, the key is to under-
stand that although it is impossible to
eliminate risk, it is possible to manage it.
With regards to the recent storms and
subsequent damages, it is important to
identify your losses and ensure that your
homeowner's insurance policy is up to
date to cover those losses.

We all know that the weather in Michi-
gan is unpredictable. Because of this, I be-
lieve it is important that everyone create a
current video inventory of their home and
assets. This gives you a reminder of what

Habitat

Continued from Page 1A

lot of efforts we've done over the past 12 to
14 years here at the campus,” said environ-
mental specialist Mike McNulty.

- McNulty has been with the company
since 2008 and has seen many changes
with the program and campus.

“I enjoy the pollinator garden cause that
was our very first special habitat project
here. And 1 just like to see the way it's
changed throughout the years, “said
McNulty.

There is much to show within the 92
acres of ITC’s headquarters, with 62 acres
actively managed for wildlife. The campus
features a 1-mile path for only employees to
walk on because of safety precautions.

The grounds are maintained year-round
under sustainable environmental princi-
ples like native plantings, invasive species
removal, wildlife trail cameras, and annual
surveys to add to statewide data.

“ITC will have a biologist come out and
do a couple of different monitoring days
looking for amphibians,” said McNulty. “We
submit that data to a statewide database
for reptiles and amphibians.”

you own in the event of an emergency. Af
ter living in a home for several years, it is
nearly impossible to remember every
thing that you own, particularly during a
crisis, when our minds are not thinking
clearly. Therefore, a video inventory of
your home and premises allows you to re-
fresh your memory in a time of crisis.

When creating your video inventory, I
recommend that you film your entire
premises, from the floors to the ceilings
and everything in between. In addition, I
recommend that you narrate your way
through the video as you record it, de-
scribing things as clearly as possible.

Another benefit of a video inventory is
that if you ever did have a claim on your
policy, it can provide additional evidence
to the insurance company of any losses. In
that regard, if you have any collectibles
and you have receipts or appraisals, I also
recommend that you include those in your
video inventory.

The other aspect of good risk manage-
ment is an ongoing review of your home-

The path goes through wetlands, wood-
lands, open green space, and a large pond.
While walking the trail, there is lots to see,
including native pollinator plants, bird,
duck, and bat boxes, lots of wildlife, and a
natural corridor that is very popular with
bluebirds.

“A highlight of the program is the on-site
transmission right-of-way demonstration
garden. This area is used as an example of
safe corridor vegetation plantings for rural
areas and more formal plantings for resi-
dential areas. This unique garden offers
homeowners options to consider when
landscaping their properties within trans-
mission corridors.” said Keller.

ITC started the program at WHC in
2008 after building the headquarters. “It
kind of just came organically after we built
the building,” said McNulty. “Then these
special projects came about a couple of
years after occupying the building because
we joined membership with the Wildlife
Habitat Council”

WHC is a nonprofit that partners with
industry and corporations on creating and
enhancing biodiversity and wildlife habi-
tats on corporate lands. It has more than
1,000 certified programs across 48 states
and 25 countries. It helps identify potential
projects and encourage companies to con-

owner's insurance policy. Unfortunately,
most people purchase their homeowner's
insurance policy at the time they pur-
chase their home, and never update it.
This is a big mistake. As we enter another
season of unpredictable weather, it is im-
portant to review your policy to ensure
you have the coverage you need.

Irecognize it is difficult for most of us to
read and understand our homeowner's
policy. After all, they are written by law
yers for lawyers. That is why if you have
not recently sat down with your home-
owner’s insurance agent - now is the time
to do it. Most homeowner's insurance
agents that I know encourage their clients
to meet with them to make sure their cov-
erage is up to date. If your homeowner’s
insurance agent does not want to sit down
with you to discuss your policy, then it's a
clear indication that you need a new
agent.

One of the mistakes many homeown-
ers make is that they assume all home-
owner’s insurance policies are the same.

nect with members of your community
through conservation.

“Our vision is a world in which nature is
fully integrated into all aspects of the busi-
ness (operations, corporate citizenship,
and management),” said Keller.

The ITC corporate headquarters
grounds are maintained not only by an eco-
logical firm but also through master gar-
deners, Ducks Unlimited, Michigan State
Tollgate Farm and Education Center, Eagle
Scouts, and Girl Scouts of America.

“We had 20 Girl Scouts and some par-
ents that are chaperones and all that, and
they came here to ITC, and we built the box-
es, bought the materials, we got it pre-cut
for them,” said McNulty. Other parts of the
grounds are cared for by ITC employees
through volunteer events. The company
also hosts events to come out and do things
like pulling invasive species and education-
al walks.

ITC owns and operates a good portion of
the Midwest electrical grid, with 16,000
miles of power lines and several hundred
substations.

Besides being a partner to WHC, it has
partnered with the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources and the Metropark
System in s outheast Michigan. It has cre-
ated prairie and pollinator habitats as well

However, there are several differences
across companies. Different policies and
different companies work better for differ
ent situations. The key is to have the pol
icy that matches your individual situa-
tion.

I also believe it is important to shop
around for your homeowner’s insurance
policy. There is nothing wrong with get
ting competitive bids to see if you can low
er the cost of your insurance. Remember,
the lowest bid isn't necessarily the best
bid, however, price is always a factor.

It would be nice if we could eliminate
risk from our lives; however, that is im
possible. The best we can do is be pre
pared in such a way that when a crisis oc
curs, we have the proper tools to manage
it.

Good luck.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial ad-
visor. His website is www.bloomadvisor
s.com. If you would like him to respond to
your questions, email rick@bloomadvi-
sors.com.

as removed invasive species.

It also has done special projects like the
Arboretum in Clinton Township. It created
a prairie habitat and some training materi-
als for the arboretum, where native and in-
vasive species can now be identified.

“The reason why we do a lot of this is,
you know, we are in these communities,”
said McNulty. “We are in people's back-
yards, literally. We want to be good neigh-
bors, good community partners, and good
stewards of the land.”

ITC has warehouses where it has built
rain gardens, captured stormwater, con-
trolled stormwater, and created habitats.
Since ITC travels across the land, it has en-
sured that the ITC in Novi is not the only
place to be environmentally conscious for
the company. There are 14 other WHC-cer-
tified locations throughout Michigan and
Iowa.

“We have a responsibility. We manage
such a large amount of land. We want to
manage it in a responsible way.” said
McNulty. ITC is always working behind the
scenes, helping provide a good portion of
the Midwest with power and responsibility.

Aida Dennis, an incoming freshman at
Grand Valley State University, is a Detroit
Free Press Summer Apprentice.
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FIND THE WORDS

This is a theme puzzle with the
subject stated at right. Find the
listed words in the grid. They may
run in any direction but always in a
straight [ine. Some letters are used
more than once. Ring each word as
you find it and when you have
completed the puzzle, there will be
17 letters left over. They spell out
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
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PUZZLES & POSERS
Nisc JoCREY

SHOWN IN THIS PUZZLE
15 A HEXAGON CREATED
WITH 44 DISKS.

CAN YOU MANEUVER

THE DISKS TO FORM

A NEW HEXAGON
HAVING SIDES OF
2,3,4,5,6 ¢ 7 DISKS,
NOT NECESSARILY IN
THAT ORDER?

THE ILLUSTRATED
HEXAGON HAS SIDES

OF 4,4.54.4 ¢ 5 DISKS,
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Insert numbers 1-9 in each box
with every row, column and 3x3
box containing the digits just

~
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once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold

\O

(hardest) RATING: GOLD
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Green Oak mall fills

Jennifer Eberbach
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK

Within the last couple months, an
outdoor shopping mall between South
Lyon and Brighton has filled five store-
fronts.

Green Oak Village Place shopping
center is filling up quickly, with just a
few storefront vacancies - and a Hallow-
een store is temporarily filling one of
those for the season.

“We're approaching maximum occu-
pancy there. We only have a few spaces
left,” said Sean Valentino, director of re-
tail operations for the center and South-
field-based real estate firm Redico.

The shopping center recently an-
nounced two more stores will open
soon, in addition to three stores an-
nounced in June.

National retailer Spencer’s is expect-
ed to open a new location in the shop-
ping center by the end of the year.

Spencer’s, known for gag gifts,
graphic T-shirts, adult toys and novelty
décor such as lava lamps, will occupy a
more-than 2,500-square-foot - store-
front. The space was previously occu-

pied by Kay Jewelers, which closed in-

2020, amid nationwide location shut-
downs.

“Spencer's is typically a traditional
mall-based tenant, but they are looking
to expand with outdoor access like we
offer, and some indoor malls  have
closed,” Valentino said. “You'll see more
and more of the mall-based locations
are moving to outdoor malls. It’s easier
for people to park, with a curbside op-
tion, and it gives them more flexibility to
set their hours.”

Also recently announced, a European
Wax Center will open in a storefront in
the shopping center that has never been
occupied before.

“We're seeing an expansion of new
retailers in health and beauty,” Valenti-
no said. “This will bring new life in (a
storefront) that had not been previously
occupied. That square footage
(about1,700 square feet) has been pop
ular because smaller spaces are becom-
ing more limited, and new centers are
not being constructed.”

Two more stores recently opened and
another is set to open soon. Athleta, an

athletic apparel brand owned by Gap
Inc. opened in August. F45 Training, an
Australia-based fitness franchise, is ex-
pected to open a location this fall.
US-Mattress, which is headquar-
tered in Brighton, also opened a new
showroom this summer. Founded on-
line in 2000, US-Mattress has .opened
more than 20 new brick-and-mortar
stores in the last few years,. growing

‘from five to 27 in about two years, dis-

trict manager Cody Quint said in June.

The shopping center had been strug-
gling after some national retail closures,
including Pier 1, which went out of busi-
ness following pandemic closures.

While the shopping center works to
fill that space, Halloween store Hallow-
een City has set up temporarily in the
former more-than 9,800-square-foot
Pier 1 for the second season in the row.

Valentino said retailers have shown
interest in the storefront and he hopes
to have it filled in the coming year.

In the meantime, he said, Halloween
City has been a draw that also comple-
ments the shopping center’'s annual
trick-or-treating event, Boo Fest.

Contact Livingston Daily reporte-
r Jennifer Eberbach at jeberbach@liv-
ingstondaily.com.
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ACROSS
1 One making
service calls
7 With 7 Down,

brewed line
Starbucks sold
to Unilever

11 Spring center

14 Really drag

16 Mohamed
Zakariya
designed a
Forever stamp
for it

17 Sport that Brits
call “footy”

18 Where 56 Across
wouldn't go

19 BYU sponsor

20 Sound from a
dropper

21 Boaster's
comeback

23 Letter written by
Tolkien

24 Didn't release

25 “Remarkable!”

28 What may
precede a Q & A

32 Speak for

33 Go where one
isn't wanted

35 Wouldn't
move on

38 Paradoxical
parting words

40 Ultra-extreme

41 What you must
provide for a
kid's cable car kit

42 Read Across
America sponsor

43 Texter's “| didn't
have time for it

45 Playwright
source for
Shakespeare’s
King John

46 Rust removers

48 Didn't give up

50 Gave up

52 Fishing __

53 Foul confines

56 40-time
Sports lllustrated
cover subject
(1963-2016)

57 Period for
Puccini

60 Unbroken string

61 Hippie slogan

62 Clicking
comment

63 Firms up

64 Had an
inspiration
with stretched
eardrums

DOWN
1 Key missing
ON & O
2 Glorify
3 Tests that the
FAA requires of
pilots

9 Abductor on a
Greek 2-euro
coin

10 110th Birthday
limited edition
for 2022

11 Stepping stone
for many a
president

12 One in a recital
trio

13 ITVIP

15 Drive away

22 Listed at sea

23 Highest-paid
woman in rock,
c.1978

25 Longest west-
flowing tributary

34 Oppozitsiya
pronouncement

36 Highly hoppy

refreshment

_per square

centimeter

(pressure

measure)

39 |ts rivals include
MIA and ATL

44 Part of five
European
country's borders

46 Dismantled

47 Most of Europe
abolished them
by 1861

49 Deep sea diver's
initial concern

37

4 Column heading of the Mississippi 51 Altruistic
for NBA stats 26 Alchemist’s “little allotment

5 End of some person” statue 52 Body language?
offering 27 Make an indelible 53 Made like come
statements impression bee products

6 Common hour 29 Stuck 54 _ farm
follower 30 Mardi Gras 55 Front _

7 See 7 Across accessory 58 Audible crack

8 Column heading 31 What a tabletop 59 Moby Dick’s
for PBA stats might do mother
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Work is underway Wednesday on what
will be a Spencer’s store at the Green
Oak Village Place shopping center.
GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

five storefronts within months

A Halloween
City store is
temporarily
filling a
former Pier
1 for the
season at
the Green
Oak Village
Place mall,
shown
Wednesday.
PHOTOS BY
GILLIS
BENEDICT/
LIVINGSTON
DAILY

Athleta, shown Wednesday, Sept. 7,
2022, is a recent addition to the Green
Oak Village Place mall. GiLLis
BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY
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, Joe’s Produce Gourmet Market

K 33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, Mi 48152 - 248.477.4333 "]
/ Store Hours: Mon - Sat 9-8, Sun 9-7 . Sales Valid Sept. 14* - 20*, 2022 | , 021 SR
While Supplies Last « Prices Subject To Change. AWARD- WINNER + WINNER *

| Sales Valid September 14" - 20", 2022 We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities, Correct Print Errors And Make Reasonable
48.477.43 B MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE >>>> Substitutions. tmages Displayed Are For Preseniation Purppses Only - Actual liems:iay Differ,
4L . /- i o . 4 ;
Joi 5-pRODUCE

GOURMET MARKRET
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Joe’s Meat & Seafood
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Discover more on o &“‘" &

JoesProduce.com .8 é
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" MON. - SAT. :
9 AM - 8§ PM :
SUN. USDA PREMIUM USDA PREMIUM PREMIUM FRESH ALL

9IAM-7PM . CHOICE ANGUS CHOICE ANGUS NATURAL BONELESS
5 . Oy COWBOY RIBEYE STEAKS GROUND SIRLOIN SKINLESS CHICKEN BREAST

5649/,8. 5499/,

Contactless
Curbside
Pickup and

Home Delivery! i X ﬁﬁ'@* FRESH
7/' GEG NN f“ N | HOUSE-MADE
Uit « ey, SAUSAGES:

Shop.JoesProduce.com

" toPlace Your .

Order Today!
USDA PREMIUM
- CAKE TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS PORK CHOPS

SA 49 HOT ITALIAN SWEET ITALIAN
4. /LB. $4%9/, s $449/,

® 0090000 OO OSOOOO®OOO® OO OOOO OSSOSO S O

» o e
ss00 000 00BOOS Wit e é»;‘“\«.
YELLOW TAIL - FRESH FRESH ,
ALL VARIETALS sffﬁg'ﬁ'ﬁﬁ%s Vzlég :::.ESTT GPI&JE l;gk
2/$10 $1799/,8. $1099/is. $1799/5.

LA MARCA -
PROSECCO

31299 /a. (>

KENDALL JACKSON COOKED I EAOGHT
CHARDONIS, COCKTAIL SHRIMP TEXAS BAY SHRIMP READ‘,’,,T\%COOK

PINOT NOIR, & ROSE 16-20CT. 21/25CT. SHRIMP SKEWERS

$1099/ka. 31799/ s. 31799/ ¢s. 3250/ga.

MEZZACORONA

750 ML - @ ‘ |
ALL VARIETALS e &0 &0 | STonEHEARTH BAKED DAY oumso s ie o oimaY
3699 / EA. IS %/@% s,

e ( ales lo ¢(/{1

Joe’s Gourmet
CATERING & EVENTS

Your Key to
Effortless Entertaining

o CROISSANTS BLUEBERRY MUFFINS SOURDOUGH MULTIGRAIN
weadings showers, I R PP 3199/en. 3499 [gn. 3599/gn.

brunch, graduations,
cocktail parties,
picnics or meetings. 7 -
Visitusat: G 2. ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!

JoesGourmetCatering.com S e Tl Visit ShopJoesproduce.com to place your order today!

Call Laura at:
248.477.4333

S M B i S A IR
A P e P T B
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Joe’s Produce Gourmet Market ‘m‘,. saggel.
33152 W. 7 Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152 - 248.477.431 Eﬁﬁ best

STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 9-8, SUN 9-7 - Sales valid Sept. 14th-20",2d 5 ; | st o
While Supplies Last - Prices subject to change - AWARD- WINNER AWTNNER A1y

. . JOESPRODUCE.C ! Sales Vaiid Segtembier 14 - 20" 2022 f We Reserveg The Right Te Limit Quantities, Correct Print Errors And Make Reasonable
' MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER 5i10E i Suhetitutions fa wm Displayed Are For Presentation Purposes Oniy - Actual items May Differ..

Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!

100%

PLEASE VISIT JOES.PRODUCE.COMTOVIEW o B @
OUR PRODUCE SPECIALS!

ORGANIC ORGANIC

N FRESH FUJI
AVOCADOS APPLES
2/3 3199/8.

ORGANIC ORGANIC

% ROMAINE PARSLEY
o, LETTUCE
$1 49/ LB. $199/ka.

DEARBORN DEARBORN HOFFMAN'S USDA PREMIUM USDA PREMIUM USDA PREMIUM
SMOKEHOUSE SMOKED SUPAR SHARP CHOICE ANGUS CHOICE ANGUS CHOICE ANGUS
HAM TURKEY CHEDDAR COWBOY RIBEYE STEAKS GROUND SIRLOIN TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS
%679/, 8. $79%/i8. $599/ 5. $1499/,8. $649/.. 3849/ .
@ R 5,
sy Hofffaans
DEARBORN DEARBORN HOFFMAN'S FRESH EREST] . 8
BEER BROWN SUGAR HARD BLACK PEARL AR ERECET ORI RIP
SALAMI HAM SALAMI SALMON FILLETD papacdlyfeid 600 1.
56.7%/18. $6.79/.8. $599/,g. 17 99Iu;. $1099/\e. 3179 ,s.

MEMERILLO
i

UHXII 0,

CYPRESS GROVE JARLSBERG HAND-MADE DELALLO CORTO KITCHEN

HUMBOLDT FOG NORWEGIAN SWISS MEMBRILLO STUFFED MANZANILLA 100% EXTRA-VIRGIN READY BROTHS
GOAT CHEESE WEDGES QUINCE PASTE 5.75 OZ. OLIVES OLIVEOIL
3449/, $1499/i8. 5529/¢a. 5199/ea. 32999/¢a. 2 [$3 50
&y
scessscssssessssss BONNE MAMAN
Ve = PRESERVES
5 77 54,49/51\.

BUTTERY CHICKEN SPINACH TEBODIDERODODEGOO
MASHED BACON RANCH WITH ROASTED
POTATOES PASTA SALAD GARLIC ORED CAKE
$6.49/ LB. $8.49/ LB. $6,49/ LB. LEMON R AS;EERRY
8!! 6"

3369%ea. | %2699k,
31

FEGAR ARG BUT FRES

TWO-BITE DIVVIES WHOLE

31049/ ...

EE BV B VS BETOOOOET D

RASPBERRY VANILLA LEMON BUCKLE
TARTS CUPCAKES PIES
$549/ca, 5749 /ga. $24% [ga,

Looking to Place an Order for a Fruit Tray or

: Cake for your Speual Occasmn"
CASHEW CREME FEEL GOOD CHUNK NIBBLES S e o

COFFEE BEANS BARS 4.25 0Z.BAGS - YT
%6 99/LB 2/%6 $549/¢a - GO TO:JOESPRODUCE.COM‘

| WE'RE HIRING. ALL POSITIONS AVAILABLE!

CONTAC ) APPLY IN PERSON OR THROUGI1 OUR
M ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND [HIOM(E DELIVERYI WERSITE. SEE IREQRMATION BEROME
o Visit Shop.Joesproducacom to place your order todays e AT
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ArJon Thompson left it all
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Livonia Stevenson's ArJon Thompson drives for a touchdown during a Kensington Lakes Activities Association-East

on the field for the Spartans

|

football game Friday, Sept. 9, 2022, at Westland John Glenn. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It was the second time in 3 weeks that
ArJon Thompson has been in serious
pain.

While the Livonia Stevenson quarter-
back clutched a bottle of Gatorade Gator-
lyte in his left hand, he barreled over,
placed his palms on his knees and fought
back his vomit.

He was woozy.

He was absolutely spent.

And he almost threw up on his team-
mates in the post-game huddle Friday

night at Westland John Glenn.

And while this pain was more severe
than what he endured in Week 1, the
dual-threat QB will take this type of nau-
sea any day of the week.

That pain he felt in Week 1? That was
emotional pain. That was realizing the
Spartans could've done more. They
could've made fewer mistakes. They
could've fought back. Instead, they lost
to Howell, 18-0.

Vomiting sucks. But feeling heartache
with your teammates is much worse.

And that's what was going through
Thompson's mind late against the Rock-
ets.

Stevenson trailed, 20-14. There was
only 1:29 remaining. And it was fourth
and 1 near the goal line.

"We didn't have an option," Thomp-
son said of the moment. "The other team
(John Glenn) might have an option to
lose. We don't have an option to lose. Af-
ter that first game, we told ourselves we
were never going to feel like that again.
We were never going to feel (embar-
rassed from defeat) again.

"A 20-7 loss? Nah-uh. We're going to
fight back no matter what. We're going to
fight back until they physically kick us

See SPARTANS, Page 3B

Does Novi have a
new QB? 4 Michigan
football questions
entering Week 4

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom
asks the important questions entering
Week 4 of the Michigan high school
football season.

Have the Wildcats found their
next quarterback?

With a comeback in Week 1's Xenith
Prep Kickoff Classic well out of reach,
Novi brought in backup quarterback
Caleb Walker to close out the game.

And in Week 2, the ‘unior led the
Wildcats to a late-game upset against
Hartland. Walker tossed a 5-yard
touchdown to Boden Fernsler to secure
the 13-10 victory.

Week 3 proved to be Walker's break-
out performance. Novi downed Salem
43-10 thanks to the QB finishing 21 of
32 passing for 408 yards and a stagger-
ing six TDs. And on the receiving end
of one of those TDs? Luke Aurilia.

When Jim Sparks took over the pro-
gram a year ago, Aurilia was the new
coach's safety blanket. Aurilia brought
both a passing and running threat to
the QB position. Plus, he's been a heck
of aleader. If you didn't see that side of
him on the football field, you for sure
saw it on the basketball court.

He entered this fall as one of the top
returning QBs in the Kensington Lakes
Activities Association.

But it's clear the Wildcats have a
better chance to win the KLAA-West
with Walker behind center. And that's
not a slight at Aurilia. Aurilia is a pure
athlete. He could play running back,
fullback, tight end or receiver if need-

See WEEK 4, Page 4B

Novi's Cole Shire (right) blocks for QB
Caleb Walker (left) during a
Kensington Lakes Activities
Association-West football game
against Salem on Friday, Sept. 9,
2022. RAYVON DELMONTA, SPECIAL TO

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

This Northville senior is one of 10 finalists for Miss Volleyball

Brandon Folsom .
Hometownlife.com 4
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIG.AN

Northville senior Abby Reck was
driving with her sisters, sophomores
Molly and Mallory, to a club practice at
Legacy Volleyball Center in Novi when
one of them broke the news to her.

The Northeastern commit was re-
cently named one of 10 finalists for

Michigan's Miss Volleyball Award.

Which was saying something be-
cause that list is a who's who of some of
the best players not only in the state but
across the country. Six of them are com-
mitted to a Division I school.

What's more, six of them have been
club teammates of Reck's over the past
four years. And eight of the 10 have
played for Legacy at one point in their
careers.

The other finalists included Detroit
Country Day middle hitter Laurece
Abraham (Yale), Novi outside hitter Sa-
rah Vellucci (Long Beach State), Bloom-
field Hills Marian setter Ava Sarafa
(Kentucky), Marian OH Ella Schomer
(Wofford), Lake Orion OH Nina Horning
(Cincinnati), Grand Rapids Forest Hills
Northern OH Kennedy Louisell (uncom
mitted), Macomb Dakota setter Erin
Madigan (uncommitted), Marshall libe

ro Ella McAllister (uncommitted) and
Ann Arbor Skyline OH Harper Murray
(Nebtraska). g

"It's just been a lot of hard work,"
Reck said following the Mustangs' 3-0
victory Sept. 8 at Plymouth. "It doesn't
really matter to me how long you're in
the gym. [t's how long your mind is in
the gym. You could be in the gym for 6

See VOLLEYBALL, Page 6B

Ogserver & EcCENTRIC
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Wanna see some football? These
are the five best Week 4 games

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom
breaks down the five biggest match-
ups taking place during Week 4 of the
MHSAA football season.

All games kick off at 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 16.

Livonia Churchill (1-2, 0-2) at
Livonia Franklin (3-0, 2-0)
(KLAA-East)

The first matchup for the Livonia
City Championship doesn't have as
much sheen as we'd like.

Livonia Franklin and Livonia Chur-
chill have been trending in different di-
rections.

The Patriots have followed up last
year's Division 2 state semifinal ap-
pearance by ripping off three-straight
wins, including beating two solid
teams in Canton and Dearborn.

The Chargers couldn't have looked
better in their opening week victory
over Plymouth during the Battle at the
Big House. But they've since dropped
back-to-back games, getting upset by
Westland John Glenn in Week 2 and
losing to defending state champion
Belleville a week ago.

Churchill needs this win more than
Franklin, but that doesn't mean the
Patriots are going to roll over and die.
This should be a great Week 4 match-
up, despite the Chargers entering on a
two-game losing streak.

Livonia Stevenson (2-1, 2-0) at
Dearborn (1-2, 0-2) (KLAA-East)

During the post-game huddle fol-
lowing last week's 21-20 comeback
win at Westland John Glenn, one of
the Spartans jokingly shouted, "Let's
win the Dearborn City Championship
next week!"

Even if that comment was tongue in
cheek, Livonia Stevenson can do just
that in Week 4.

Dearborn is coming off back-to-
back losses to Belleville and Franklin,
arguably the two best teams in the
KLAA-East. And Stevenson has
proved it can play as a unit and fight
through adversity since losing 18-0 to
Howell in the opening week.

Coach Randy Micallef admitted the
Spartans were almost caught sleep-

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Who's at the top? Check out Folsom's Week 3 football rankings

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom is
back with his Week 4 top-10 football rank-
ings:

10. Birmingham Seaholm (3-0; Last
week: Unranked)

During the entire nine-game season in
2021, the Maples scored only 136 points.
They enter Week 4 having already scored
122 points and will likely eclipse last year's
point total against Troy Athens. And the
season is only 1/3 finished. Welcome to
the rankings, QB Colton Kinnie and the
boys. I'm looking forward to watching you
play in person in Week 9.

9. Birmingham Groves (2-1, 1-0
OAA-White; Last week: No. 5)

The Falcons beat a tough Oak Park
squad that-has made the postseason in
nine of the past 10 seasons. Which was a
great way for them to start the Gakland
Activities Association-White. They have

another winnable game against Bloom- -

field Hills in Week 4. But back-to-back
games against Southfield A&T and Harper
Woods await them in Weeks 5 and 6. So
the schedule is going to get tougher.

8. Northville (3-0, 2-0 KLAA-West;
Last week: Unranked)

The magic number for the Mustangs
was three. That's how many games
they've won in each season in four of the
past five years. With them winning their
first three games to open 2022, they've al
ready met that threshold, and they have a
handful of winnable games coming up.
Welcome to the rankings, QB Luca Prior
and the boys. I can't wait to watch your ri-
valry game against Novi in person in
Week 8

Livonia Stevenson's Alex Bowser rushes during a Kensington Lakes Activities
Association-East football game Friday, Sept. 9, 2022, at Westland John Glenn.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

walking early on against the Rockets,
but they pulled through by erasing a
20-7 deficit in the second half.

If they can play a full four quarters,
expect them to win to be the next may-
or of Dearborn.

Novi (2-1, 2-0) at Brighton (3-0,
2-0) (KLAA-West)

Outside of Novi and Northville, no
team has looked as impressive as
Brighton in the KLAA-West.

This should be quite the test for the
Wildcats, who are coming off a 6-TD
performance from new QB Caleb Walk-
er. There's no doubt about it: If they
want to win the division title and have
a chance to rematch Belleville in the
KLAA championship, they must get
past the Bulldogs, who edged Hartland
9-7 in Week 3.

Brighton has blowout wins against
Dearborn Fordson and Salem to open
the season. And only scoring nine
points against Hartland says the Bull-
dogs are human. But this would be an-
other statement win for the Wildcats if
they can go on the road and pull off the
upset.

North Farmington (1-2, 1-0) at
Farmington (2-1, 1-0) (OAA-Blue)

The Raiders finally picked up a win
after edging Troy, 9-0, in Week 3. But
their defense is once again getting a
serious test, this time against rival Far-

7. Detroit Country Day (3-0; Last
week: No. 9)

For the second-straight week, the Yel-
lowjackets escaped with a close-call win
in Week 3, this time beating Warren Mich-
igan Collegiate, 28-20. They'll have their
hands full this week when they welcome
South Lyon te 13 Mile. The Lions are the
second-best team in the Lakes Valley
Conference and will likely win out to finish
the regular season.

6. Milford (2-1, 1-1 LVC); Last week:
No. 7)

Linebacker Wyatt Lesnew has joined
Novi's Niko Krall and Detroit Catholic
Central's Brayden Courser in the panthe-
on of elite linebackers playing on the west
side of metro Detroit. If you get a chance
to watch the Mavericks play this fall, pay
close attention to No. 52. He flies to the
ball better than most can.

5. Novi (2-1, 2-0 KLAA-West; Last
week. No. 8)

The Wildcats continue to take care of
business, winning two straight after get-
ting skunked by Belleville in the season
opener. They face their toughest test yet
since taking on the Tigers, though. Week 4
is a trip to undefeated Brighton. The win-
ner of this one gains a game on the other
in the Kensington Lakes Activities Associ-
ation-West standings.

4. Redford Union (3-0, 2-0 WWAC;
Last week: No. 4)

The Panthers didn't have the kind of of-
fensive output they expected in their 21-8
win over Dearborn Heights Annapolis in
Week 3. But they're still one of the best Di-
vision 4 teams in Michigan. They have
more winnable games against Romulus
and Dearborn Heights Robichaud coming
up. But that Week 6 matchup against Gar-
den City will hopefully be a must-see.

mington.

Cameron Pettaway has proven to be
one of the top running backs in the
Oakland Activities Association, and
QB Dominic Pesci has been able to air
it out each week for the Falcons.

That's trouble for the Raiders, who
were gashed both on the ground and
through the air against Caledonia two
weeks ago.

Yes, it's arivalry game, so throw out
the records. But unless North Far-
mington's defense shows up, this
game could get out of hand.

South Lyon (2-1, 2-1 LVC) at
Detroit Country Day (3-0)

The Yellowjackets enter this match-
up undefeated, but they haven't faced
a team as challenging as South Lyon,
which beat Detroit Country Day 31-7 a
year ago.

Running back Tommy Donovan has
continued to make a push to be named
Hometown Life's Player of the Year.
He's getting it done on the ground,
through the air, on defense and in the
return game. He's too good to take off
the field. i

If the Yellowjackets can't stop a fu-
ture Division I running back such as
Donovan, it'll be a long night for their
defense.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.

Detroit Catholic Central's Spencer Lyons rushes during a football gam

Hometown Life's
Michigan high
school football
picks for Week 4

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom
picks the winners from the five biggest
matchups of Week 3 of the MHSAA
football season. He went 3-2 picking
games last week and is 10-5 on the sea-
son.

All games kick off at 7 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 16

South Lyon (2-1, 2-1LVC) at
Detroit Country Day (3-0)

With the way the Lions have been
playing since their Week 1 loss to
Walled Lake Western, they appear to
be pretty much unbeatable.

A year ago, they had no trouble
beating the Yellowjackets at home.
They should get a similar result in
Week 4 on the road.

South Lyon senior Tommy Donovan
has scored on the ground, through the
air and in the kicking game. Can he get
a TD on defense next?

Folsom's pick: South Lyon 45, De-
troit Country Day 10.

Novi (2-1, 2-0 KLAA-West) at
Brighton (3-0, 2-0 KLAA-Waest)

Novi and Brighton have at least one
thing in common: Both teams have al-
ready played tough nail-biters against
Hartland, last year's Kensington Lakes
Activities Association-West champi-
on.

The Wildcats' offense is starting to
find its rhythm, especially coming off a
six-TD performance by QB~ Caleb
Walker in Week 3's win over Salem.

But Brighton has the advantage as
the home team.

Flip a coin in this one. It should be
that close.

Folsom's pick: Brighton 17, Novi 10.

Livonia Churchill (1-2, 0-2
KLAA-East) at Livonia Franklin
(3-0, 2-0 KLAA-East)

The Chargers haven't lost three-
straight games since opening the 2013
season 0-3.

If they can't slow down Livonia

See PICKS, Page 3B
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e against

Chippewa Valley on Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

3. Livonia Franklin (3-0, 2-0
KLAA-East; Last week: No. 3)

Is there a better one-two punch than
Cordell Mabins Jr. and Tyler Garrett? The
Patriots' offense is producing statistics
you'd expect from someone playing Mad-
den NFL 23 on rookie mode. They face Li-
vonia Churchill for the first Livonia City
Championship matchup of 2021 in Week
4, butI've got my eye on that Week 5 game
at Westland John Glenn. Damon Powers
and Xavier Spadacini vs. Mabins Jr. and
Garrett. Sign me up for that.

2. South Lyon (2-1, 2-1 LVC); Last
week: No. 2)

If running back Tommy Donovan
would stop scoring touchdowns, football
fans would pay more attention to just how
great the Lions' defense is. In the last two
weeks, the starters have given up just 13
points, which includes big wins over Mil-
ford and Walled Lake Central. It's a shame
South Lyon had to play Walled Lake West-
emn in Week 1because that game would be
atoss-up if it were played later in the sea
son. The defense has things figured out

w L %

now.

1. Detroit Catholic Central (2-1; Last
Week: No. 1)

Had the Shamrocks not given away a
win to Chippewa Valley in Week 1, they
might be considered one of the five best
teams in Michigan. After going on the
road and upsetting Davison in Week 2,
they responded by beating DeWitt with
an impressive overtime effort this past
week. They've played three recent state
champions to open the season, and
they're 2-1. No one has played a tougher
schedule through three weeks. Now
things get easier for CC over the next two
weeks.

Out of the top-10 rankings: Brother
Rice (1-2), Livonia Churchill (1-2, 0-2
KLAA-East).

Also being considered: Livonia Clar-
enceville (2-1), Livonia Stevenson (2-1, 2-0
KLAA-East), South Lyon East (3-0, 3-0

'LVC), Westland John Glenn (1-2, 1-1 KLAA-

East).

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown Life.
Follow him on Twitter @folsombrandonj.
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Spartans

Continued from Page 1B

off this field."

It was Thompson who dove over a pile
of defenders for a 2-yard touchdown that
kept the Spartans in it during the first
half.

And then he raced 27 yards down the
far sideline for a 1D to turn a13-point def-
icit into a 20-14 score with 9:28 left.

Facing fourth and 1 with the game on
the line, it was a no-brainer who was go-
ing to win it for Stevenson.

Out of a shotgun set, running back
Alex Bowser picked up a block on the
edge. And then receiver Nathan Patter-
son pushed his defender deep into the
end zone. Thompson raced full speed to
the right pylon and snuck into the end
zone for the winning score, ensuring the
Spartans a 21-20 comeback victory.

"I just had to go," Thompson added.
"Everything that was left in me, I left it
out there on that play right there. ... At
that time, at this place in the game, it was
clutch. We just fought back from a bunch
of adversity throughout the game. We
knew there was everything on the line
then, and we just had to do it"

Coach Randy Micallef said the Spar-
tans (2-1, 2-0 KLAA-East) sleepwalked
through most of the first half and early
on in the third quarter.

John Glenn running back Xavier Spa-
dacini punched in a 1-yard TD on the
game's opening drive. QB Nick Wetmore
tossed a 5-yard score to Connor LeCourt
to put the Rockets (1-2,1-1) ahead 14-7 en-
tering halftime.

And then Wetmore raced 7 yards on a
keeper play to make it 20-7 with 3:53 left
in the third.

The Spartans needed answers quick-
ly. They got just that from their defense
and Thompson

“I'm so proud of the kids," Micallef
said. "We made some mistakes, and they
(John Glenn) played really well, taking
advantage of some of the stuff they run
really well. But our kids just hung in
there. They kept on battling and battling
and battling.

"ArJon is a special player. Last year, he
was a special player. This year, he's ma-
turing into a leader. We know when he's
got the ball in his hands, good things are
about to happen. He's playing both ways.
He barely comes off the field."

And that was true as well after Ste-

il ‘
Livonia Stevenson's Owen Ree
Johnny Morris and Blake Zoro (I-r)
celebrate a defensive stop during a
Kensington Lakes Activities
Association-East football game
Friday, Sept. 9, 2022, at Westland
John Glenn. BRANDON
FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

venson's winning TD.

The Spartans and Thompson had to
make one final defensive stand to sew up
the victory.

John Glenn started from its own 20-
yard line and moved the ball toward mid-
field. And the coaches on its sideline
were hollering for someone to find the
kicking block. The Rockets were just 10 or
15 yards from field goal range.

And then Wetmore dropped back fora
pass but was quickly met by Stevenson
linebacker Owen Reed, whose sack
forced a fumble that defensive tackle
Blake Zoro jumped on.

"We were just playing with heart,"
said Zoro, a sophomore. "We were giving
it all we got, 100% every play. Just never
giving up. We started off slow, and then
we started to get hot. We knew we had it.
It's just the fear of losing."

Added Thompson: "Right as I think
he's (Wetmore) going to throw the ball, I
hear, 'Ball! Ball! Ball!' I see the guy on the
ground. I see the ball on the ground. I see
the pile. And I just had faith that we were
going to get the ball. And the next thing
you knew, we were in our victory forma-
tion and winning the game."

Thompson winced in pain while be-
ing interviewed for this story. Sometimes
he held his belly in fear of throwing up.
But that bright smile never left his face.
The come-from-behind win was worth
the pain.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.
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Picks

Continued from Page 2B

Franklin running back Cordell Mabins
Jr. and slot back Tyler Garrett, they
will, indeed, be on a three-game losing
streak. They've lost back-to-back out-
ings to Westland John Glenn and de-
fending state champion Belleville

The undefeated Patriots should
have the advantage in the first Livonia
City Championship matchup of 2021.
But, like most rivalry games, throw the
records out. This game could go either
way.

Folsom's pick: Livonia Franklin 35,
Livonia Churchill 21.

North Farmington (1-2, 1-0
OAA-Blue) at Farmington (2-1,
1-0 OAA-Blue)

The Raiders' defense didn't have
many answers for Caledonia two
weeks ago, as the Fighting Scots' of
fense got it done both passing and run-
ning.

The Falcons' offenseisn'tas dynam
ic as Caledonia's, but they have QB Do
minic Pesci and running back Camer

RS
Livonia Churchill's Jonathon
Lytle-Montgomery rushes during the
Battle at the Big House football game
against Plymouth on Friday, Aug. 26,
2022, at Michigan Stadium. BRANDON
FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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on Pettaway
If North Farmington's defense can't
come up with stops, it's in for a long
night in this crosstown rivalry game.
Folsom's pick: Farmington 42,
North Farmington 21

Bloomfield Hills (0-3, 0-1
OAA-White) at Birmingham
Groves (2-1, 1-0 OAA-White)

The Black Hawks have given up 38
points or more in each of their first
three games. And the magic from last
year's 9-0 regular season and OAA
Blue championship just hasn't sparked
yet. But they have QB CJ Jackson back
for his senior year.

Bloomfield Hills should score
points, but can it slow down the Fal
cons’ offense? Birmingham Groves
running back Mario Campoy-LoVasco
has been unstoppable, and QB Cayden
Hardy has plenty of weapons at his
disposal.

Folsom's pick: Birmingham Groves
28, Bloomfield Hills 17.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.

North Farmington's Mill Coleman
returns a kickoff during a football
game against Caledonia on Friday,
Sept. 2, 2022. BRANDON
FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

(D THIS MONTH ONLY

KOHLER \\Valk|n Baih

Electric - Plumbing - Heating - Cooling

{ X
- ml \®
TR ) G

- Flat Rate Pricing

1

- FREE Safety Inspection on Every Service Call

- Service Call Charge Waived with Work Performed

- Same Day Service

- All'Our ‘Technicians are Licensed and ' ot ol s v
Background Checked R ko e i

- 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

~ Cleari
$89

*With coupon
Cannot be combined
with other offers.

$1,000 OFF
Your KOHLER: Walk-In Bath'

NO PAYMENTS
for 18 Months*

We have been blessed tobe a

IT'S MORE THAN JUST A BATH

~  Enjoy peace of mind with innovative safety features
«~  Immerse yourself in spa-like hydrotherapy at home
J Enhance your bathing routine with a Shower Package

With Repair

*With coupon

*With coupon
Cannot be combined

with other offers *With coupon

Expires 9/30/22 HExpires 9/30/22 Expires 9/30/22 Expires 8/30/22

e
- |
SRR o s o o R

INSTALLED IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

New A/C &

Call today for your FREE in-home quote! i st S i b Fastiace Sys(em
Q) (313) 241-9116 ) el
\ S Sttt SR L LB *Restrictions apply. Call for details.
Expires 9/30/22 ‘Restrictions apply

- 248-372-9791

*Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details




4B | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 |

Week 4

Continued from Page 1B

ed. And he knows all the plays for each
position.

Walker is more of a traditional QB.
He's not a threat to break off 80-yard
runs like Aurilia. But he's got a cannon
foran arm. Having him throw the passes
allows Sparks to use Aurilia as a gadget
guy in his fun-and-gun offense.

Hey, this kind of setup worked for the
New Orleans Saints with Drew Brees
and Taysom Hill. Now it appears to be
working for the Wildcats, who just got
stronger on offense by moving a few
pieces around their chess table. That
just speaks to Aurilia's selflessness. The
‘we' is definitely bigger than the 'me' at
Novi.

Will the Cougars actually make the
playoffs?

Without counting the COVID-19-
shortened season in 2020, when every
team in Michigan was allowed to com-
pete in the playoffs, Garden City hasn't
made the postseason since 2018.

That's why coach Thomas Michael-
son is putting his team in a position to
get there this season.

The second-year coach went for the
win in the Cougars' 29-27 victory over
Melvindale in Week 3.

After the Cougars punched in a TD
late in the fourth quarter, Michaelson
elected to go for two points, both en-
trusting his offense to secure the win
and giving his defense a little breathing
room should the Cardinals attempt the
comeback.

Garden City QB Nathan Wasil pitched
to Jessey Chavez to score the two-point
conversion.

Melvindale scored on the ensuing
possession with 2:08 left. But it was
forced to go for two to knot the score.
Cougars lineman Paul Wint plugged the
hole, which allowed Travis Hartwell an-
d Christopher Kosniewski to swarm to
the ball and wrap up the ball carrier just
short of the goal line.

Michaelson's gamble paid off. Now
Garden City is 2-1 overall and undefeat-
ed in the Western Wayne Athletic Con-
ference. And it's likely the second-best
team in the league behind Redford
Union, last year's WWAC champions.

There's a lot to like about this Divi-

O & E MEDIA (NNNR)

Garden City's Nathan Wasil rushes
during a Western Wayne Athletic
Conference football game against
Redford Union on Friday, Oct. 8, 2021.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

sion 4 squad, including do-all running
back Owen McGraw, and now the Cou-
gars have games coming up against D-2
Dearborn Heights Crestwood and D-3
Redford Thurston. Wins over the next
two weeks will yield plenty of playoff
points. They likely need five or six wins
to get in.

“"We're improving, and the kids are
getting excited around here," Michael-
son told Hometown Life. "The team is
really unified. They're buying in and
learning the game. To get winning re-
sults is encouraging for us going for-
ward. We have a long ways to go, but
we're trending toward making the state
playoffs.

“"Now we've got a couple of great op-
portunities to beat some bigger schools
and put a ton of playoff points in the
bank."

Who else can make plays for the
Spartans?

Livonia Stevenson quarterback Ar-
Jon Thompson wasn't a surprise enter-
ing the fall.

The dual-threat junior turns likely
sacks into TD runs. He bounces a likely
3-yard gain into an 80-yarder. And,
when given time behind the line, he can
laser passes down the field.

But he cannot do it alone if the Spar-
tans (2-1, 2-0) expect to keep winning
games. He scored all three of their TDs

LT
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Livonia Stevenson's ArJon Thompson rushes during a Kensington Lakes
Activities Association-East football game Friday, Sept. 9, 2022, at Westland John
Glenn. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

on the ground in Week 3 at Westland
John Glenn, willing them to a 21-20
comeback victory.

They used running back Alex Bowser
in spurts. And a handful of receivers
hauled in chains-moving catches.

But Stevenson is missing a playmak-
er or two.

You only have to look across town to
see what I'm talking about. Livonia
Franklin has running back Cordell Ma-
bins Jr. running for hundreds of yards,
Tyler Garrett catching passes and racing
for TDs and QB JD Bates finding his
rhythm. Livonia Churchill has running
back Jon Lytle-Montgomery, receivers
Jayden Allen and Johnny Pallozzi and
QB Evan Snead.

Bowser does a good job of keeping
defenses honest. Defenses can't only
pay attention to Thompson.

But who else can be a stud playmaker
on Stevenson's offense? Hopefully, we
find out in Week 4.

Can the Wildcats keep this going?

In Week 3, we finally saw the type of
Plymouth team we were expecting to
see entering the fall.

The Wildcats (1-2, 1-1 KLAA-West)

Basements

took their foot off the gas in the Battle at
the Big House, playing only about one
half of solid football against Churchill in
the opening week. And then they just
fell apart against Northville in Week 2.

But they finally put it all together
against rival Canton in the first Park
game of 2022.

The Chiefs elected to ride its running
attack once again, and Plymouth stayed
disciplined. Canton had three 100-yard
rushers in Week 2, but the Wildcats
didn't let any of them reach 100 yards in
this one. What's more, they didn't even
give up a single point, posting a 16-0
shutout in the Week 3 matchup.

That's the effort we've been expect-
ing. But keeping it going might be tough.
They have Howell in Week 4, and then
the schedule gets incredibly challenging
with games against Hartland, Novi and
Brighton in  back-to-back-to-back
weeks. All three of those squads are vy-
ing for the KLAA-West title.

We've seen Plymouth play well. Now
it needs to keep it going. For all four
quarters.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.

We Move
Let us take care of the back
breaking work of moving yous

contents! Sit back and relax
knowing we have you covered.

We Store
We place your contents in an

on-site locked storage unite
so you can rest assured your
things are dry and safe

We Floor
3 Watch the transformation

as we liven up your space
with our lifetime warranted
coating system called
GatorGuard! Then we return
and safely place your items
where we found them.

Free floor upgrade on initial visit only. No payment until 2024 (18 month

plan).-See estimator for details. Expires: 9/30/2022

A RO (7255 (OORAPARIE  ° ¢ A

060G i




Walled Lake Western
rolls over Lakeland, 52-7

Brad Emons
Special to hometownlife.com

You have to pick your poison when
trying to defend Walled Lake Western’s
dynamic duo of running back Darius
Taylor and quarterback Drew Viotto.

White Lake Lakeland found out both
poisons were fatal as the Minnesota
commits spearheaded a 52-7 win in the
Lakes Valley Conference matchup on
Friday in White Lake.

Taylor, who plays offense, defense
and returns kicks, ran for 284 yards on
26 carries and two touchdowns, while
Viotto threw three TD passes as the
Warriors (No. 6, Division 3) improved to
3-0 overall and in the LVC.

“Darius had a great game ... man it
didn’t even feel like 284 (yards rushing),
but that’s what you get when you get a
kid that good,” Western coach Kory Cio-
roch said. “And Drew had a great game
today, too. Really carried our offense.
We were balanced and that's where we
want to be.”

After leading 21-7 at halftime, West-
ern exploded in the third quarter scoring
17 unanswered points to put the game
out of reach.

The Warriors scored on their first
possession of the third on a 20-yard
field goal by Max Kirk. Darrell Jones Jr.
returned the kickoff 47 yards and on a
key fourth-and-5 play on the series,
Viotto wormed his way out of a sack and
threw a shovel pass to Taylor for a 26-
yard gain and a first down to lead to the
field goal.

“They brought two linebackers on a
blitz and one of them didn't get picked
up, so I had to make them miss, and then
as I was being tackled I saw Darius at
the last second and I just flipped it to
him,” Viotto said. “That was kind of like
playing backyard football out there.”

Taylor, who has run for nearly 800
yards in his first three games, then
scored on a 3-yard TD run with 5:26 to
go in the third to give and the rout was
on as the 6-foot-4 Viotto followed a 16-
yard scoring pass to Ryan Boyce to make
it 38-7 after Joey Hawkins pounced on a
pooch kick that stayed inbounds at the
Eagles’ 32.

Walled Lake Western running back
Darius Taylor (1) runs against White
Lake Lakeland during the first half at
Lakeland High School in White Lake on
Friday, Sept. 9, 2022. JUNFU HAN, DETROIT
FREE PRESS

“We really just wanted to have time
and we knew what had to do the second
half,” Taylor said. “We just came out
strong and I came out ready to run. I can
run anywhere, but our scheme this
week was to run it between the tackles.
That was the bread and butter for this
week.”

Donovan Triplett added a 1-yard TD
run in the fourth quarter to start the
running clock. Backup QB Jaxon Lippert
then scored on a 36-yard TD run.

“I felt pretty good and let the younger
guys play,” Taylor said. “But it was a
good opportunity to let them grow and
get better.

Viotto finished the game 9 of 19 pass-
ing for 184 yards, but may have had a
higher percentage had it not been for
four drops.

“We were definitely clicking on all
cylinders I felt offensively,” the he said.
“And Darius rushes the ball like that ev-
ery game, he’s a really good running
back ... our receivers stepped up today
and they did last week and they stepped
it up today and played great. We were
balanced.”

During the first quarter, Taylor car-
ried most of the load with five carries for
51 yards, but it was Viotto tossing a 31-
yard TD pass to a wide-open Lippert

See FOOTBALL, Page 6B
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MICHIGAN MISS VOLLEYBALL AWARD

eet U

Special to Detroit Free Press

Ten high school players have been
named finalists for Miss Volleyball 2022 in
Michigan.

Only seniors are considered for the
award, sponsored by the Detroit Free Press
since 2003.

Finalists are selected by the Michigan
Interscholastic Volleyball Coaches Associa-
tion. This year's nominees include, in al-

Bloomfield Hills Marian's Ava Sarafa
celebrates a point against Ann Arbor

phabetical order: tha FE : b \ Skyline during the Division 1 volleyball
Northville's Abby Reck celebrates after : : ‘é«”f/‘x A-z state final on Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021,
Laurece Abraham her team scored a point against Bloomfield Hills Marian's Ella Schomer at Kellogg Arena. BRANDON

Canton during the Division 1 volleyball
School: Birmingham Detroit Country district final on Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021.

serves against Davison during the
Division 1 volleyball state quarterfinal
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Day BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM on Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021, at Royal
Position: Middle blocker Oak. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM The buzz: Sarafa is one of the top setters
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hours but unless you're focused, it's
not really doing anything for you."

At 6-foot 2, it's a no-brainer why
she made the cut.

When Northville coach Sarah Lind-
strom took over the program in 2021,
one of the first things she did was
move Reck from the middle to the out-
side. Reck brought too much power,
verticality and pin-point accuracy to
be left as a blocker near the net. Plus,
Reck isn't a liability on defense in the
back row. She can dig with the best of
them, despite being one of the most
towering hitters on the floor.

Reck is Northville's first Miss Vol-
leyball finalist since Emily Martin in
2016. But she's Lindstrom's first since
she coached Christina Porada in 2013
at Dearborn Divine Child.

Lindstrom, who has coached six of
the 10 Miss Volleyball finalists at the
club level, first coached Reck when she
was a freshman, her first year at the
club level. And she's been part of
Reck's development for three of the
past four years now that she's her high
school coach.

"For me, to see her go from her first
year playing high-level volleyball to
this (becoming a Miss Volleyball final-
ist), it just makes me so proud, espe-
cially knowing her background, histo-
ry and worth ethic," the second-year
coach said. "She deserves it, and she's
more than deserving to be with that
group of people.

“Physically, she's gotten faster.
She's always been a hard worker and
has been very coachable. She was orig-
inally in the middle for me, but we
moved her to the outside because she
scores in high school. And if we're out
of system, we can still get her the ball.
She's definitely matured a lot. She's
worked hard in the weight room and
her vertical has increased by a ton,
which I think that physical side of the
game has definitely changed and has
helped her."

While Miss Volleyball is an individ-
ual award, how well the Mustangs

reer. She has a 3.83 GPA.
College plans: Undecided
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Northville's Abby Reck serves during
a Kensington Lakes Activities
Association-West volleyball match
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022, at Plymouth.
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(9-0, 2-0 KLAA-West) do as a team will
dictate how many votes Reck receives
from the Michigan Interscholastic Vol -
leyball Coaches Association at the end
of the regular season.

And Northville is thinking about
winning a Division 1state title this fall.

In Lindstrom's first season, the
Mustangs were two points away from
forcing a fifth set against third-ranked
Ann Arbor Skyline, the eventual state
runner-ups, in last year's state quar-
terfinal. It was just17 points away from
advancing to the final four at Battle
Creek.

Lindstrom admitted some of her
players didn't believe they could make
it that far a year ago. But now that ev-
eryone has been in her system for two
full off-seasons, the confidence has
grown inside the locker room.

“I think that's a huge difference,"
the coach said ."We tried to make that
present (that Northville is a champi
onship-caliber program) when we
came in, but it's hard to get people to

Position: Setter
Height: 6-0

2021 stats: 1,444 assists for third con-

secutive season of 1,000-plus.

buy in to what you're selling. This year
it started off from the very beginning.
You can see when we're talking in hud-
dles that they're nodding their heads,
and you can see it in their body lan-
guage. You can tell that they believe in
us. And last year, getting that close,
that's when they were like, 'Maybe we
could get there?' And now that we've
gotten that close, and they've gotten
that taste of it, we're right there. We
were one set away from Battle Creek.
Now they know they cando it, and that
gives them confidence."

Counting Reck, the Mustangs have
just five seniors, but they're chalked
full of future college players. From li-
beros Greta McKee, Ashlee Gnau and
Taryn Rice to setters Anna Wilds and
Ella Craggs, outside hitters Ava Thom-
as and Molly Reck and middle blocker
Avry Nelson, among many others,
they're ready to compete for a state ti-
tle and help Abby become Miss Volley-
ball.

And Lindstrom has been the cata-
lyst pushing the team forward.

“Sarah's just been really great, and
as soon as she came into the program,
she's just set a new standard and made
sure practices were intense," Abby
said. "She made sure everyone was fo-
cused and working hard. She kind of
just reset the community we have in
the gym. That's been super great for all
of us. We hang out all the time. We love
our team. It's just been really great to
be close with my teammates, and I
think that's what makes our team
work really well together."

It's taken years of hard work for Ab-
by to be recognized as one of the best
players in Michigan. So it wasn't a sur-
prise she heard she had become a Miss
Volleyball finalist while she was driv-
ing to practice.

If she's driving to practice when she
finds out who won the award in mid-
November, that's great for the Mus-
tangs. That means they re still alive in
the playoffs and likely headed to Battle
Creek.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.

titles the last two seasons. She earned sec-
ond-team all-state as a junior. She has a 3.8
GPA.

College plans: Long Beach State
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over the middle to give the Warriors a
7-0 lead with 1:47 left.

While Lakeland (2-1, 2-1 LVC) was
stymied by a pair of big negative
losses, along with a dropped pass, the
Warriors increased their lead to 14-0
with 6:09 left in the half on a Viotto 20-
yard TD pass to Michael Bailey. The
key play 13-play drive came when the
Warriors converted a fourth-and-4
pass to Bailey for a first down.

The Eagles finally showed some of-
fensive life when Braxton Godin re-
turned the ensuing kickoff 87 yards
down to the Western 3 and Mike Ma-
haney III carried it in to cut the deficit
to14-7 with 5:07 left in the second peri-
od.

But just 17 seconds later, Taylor
ripped through the heart of the Lake-
land defense for a 68-yard TD run to
put the Warriors back up by two pos-
sessions.

Sean Latham’s 50-yard pass and a
Western late hit put the Eagles inside
the 10 just before halftime, but the
Warriors stopped the threat when Bai-
ley h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>