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ELECTION COVERAGE

Four vie for
6-year term on
South Lyon
school board

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Four candidates are seeking a 6-
year term on the South Lyon Commu-
nity Schools Board of Education. Vot-
ers in the district will elect two of them
in the Nov. 8 election.

School boards set overall policy for
the school district, as well as hire and
manage the superintendent, who
oversees day-to-day operations.

Hometown Life sent identical ques-
tionnaires to the candidates, seeking
to learn more about them and their
views on issues. All four responded.

Miriam Corvino has been a resi-
dent of the South Lyon School District
for more than 10 years. She has been a
4H volunteer for 25 years. She has
been a parent volunteer at school
events and served on a parent-teacher
coalition which reviewed emergency
planning materials. She has been a fre-
quent attendee of school board, coun-
ty commissioner and county public
health and safety meetings. Profes-
sionally, she lists more than two dec-
ades experience supporting executive
level teams and providing financial
strategic planning for product portfoli-
os across multiple industries.

Stephanie Junkulis-Pierce is a
graduate of South Lyon High School
and lives in Lyon Township with her
husband and two sons, who are in
fourth and first grades. She has served
on the South Lyon Board of Education
since being appointed to an open seat
in June 2021. She has been a licensed
attorney in Michigan for nearly 17
years. She is a member of the South
Lyon Educational Foundation, the
Hardy Elementary PTO president and

amember of the Hardy SIP committee.

Patrick Maguire has lived in the
South Lyon School District for nearly
20 years and has two children who at-
tend school in the district. He has
worked in law enforcement for more
than two decades, is acommunity beat
officer and K9 handler, and is currently
an acting deputy chief in an agency
that has a staff of nearly 150 people. He
has received training in executive
leadership and de-escalation. He has a

See SOUTH LYON, Page 8A
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o refugees

an refugees affected by the war with Russia.

Behind them, a map shows all the missionaries the Northville First Baptist Church supports, including one in Poland.

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Northville church leader, daughter travel to Poland, Ukraine

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

What began as a simple collection
to assist Ukraine eventually blos-
somed into a mission trip of a lifetime
for Jon and Ashley Wilkes.

The father/daughter duo recently
returned from spending time in both
Poland and Ukraine, assisting refu-
gees displaced by the war with Russia
in the eastern European country. Jon

ELECTION COVERAGE

Wilkes, the pastor at Northville First
Baptist Church, made contact with a
missionary they support in Poland

They began with a collection at their
Easter service that collected $12,000 to
send overseas to help. Once that was
sent over, some discussion began about
potentially going over to Europe began
among the family, though Jon Wilkes
said he wasn’t:sure how serious the
talks were.

Ashley Wilkes, however, was.

“I was just like, ‘I could do that,” said

Ashley Wilkes, who lives in Wixom and
works as a teacher. “I had the summer
off and 1 was like, ‘Yeah, I'm going togo.”

Poland was the logical place to help,
Jon Wilkes said, especially since there is
a missionary there the Northville First
Baptist Church supports on a monthly
basis. Add in the geographic proximity
to Ukraine and there is a lot that can be
done to help.

“They’re in Warsaw, and Warsaw is

See HELPING, Page 4A

Four seeking Novi school board’s 6-year term

Four candidates are seeking a 6-
year term on the Novi Community
Schools Board of Education. Voters in
the district will elect two of them in the
Nov. 8 election.

School boards set overall policy for
the school district, as well as hire and

b

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar
items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

manage the superintendent, who over-
sees day-to-day operations in the
school district.

Hometown Life sent identical ques-
tionnaires to the candidates, seeking to
learn more about them and their views
on igsues. All four responded.

©®2022

- Betsy Beaudoin began attending
Novi Schools when she was 5, and now
has three children who are students in
the district. She is an interior designer
who hopes to use her professional skills

See NOVI, Page 6A
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Koleszar, Neracher seek to represent
northwest Wayne County in state House

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Voters in Livonia, Plymouth and
Northville will vote in the newly-drawn
House District 22 for the first time Nov.
8. Rep. Matt Koleszar and Cathryn Ne-
racher are looking to convince voters
they're the best person for the job.

Koleszar, a Democrat from Plymouth
Township, is seeking a third term in the
house. The representative has a back-
ground as a teacher and is also involved
with the Northville Chamber of Com-
merce and the Conservancy Initiative.

Neracher, a Republican from North-
ville, is running to hold elected office for
the first time. Neracher owns her own
business and has been involved with
the Triple A Crisis Pregnancy Center in
Livonia.

Hometown Life sent both candidates
a questionnaire diving into candidates’
stances on a variety of issues. Despite
numerous attempts by Hometown Life
to contact Neracher by email, phone and
through her campaign, she never filled
out the questionnaire. Neracher's cam-
paign did offer a comment on Michi-
gan’s economy, which is included as a
response in this article.

Here’s what Koleszar had to say:

Statistics show systemic racism is
prevalent in law enforcement, gov-
ernment, health care and economics.
Name one tangible action state gov-

ELECTION COVERAGE

ernment could take to help address
racism.

Koleszar: As the Police Officer’s As-
sociation of Michigan'’s legislator of the
year, I know policing is a hard and dan-
gerous job. The best thing the state can
do is provide adequate funding for pub-
lic safety both for additional de-escala-
tion training and DEI training, but also
providing funding for police-communi-
ty partnerships. Encouraging or even
incentivizing departments to hire with-
in their borders whenever possible has
shown to reduce instances of excessive
force across the country.

How would you grade the state’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic and
what, if anything, should the state
legislature do next?

Koleszar: I believe Michigan ulti-
mately made many good decisions to
save lives and curb the spread of the
pandemic. But there is no denying that
some businesses struggled and are still
struggling from the effects of the pan-
demic. I made it a point to be a voice for
business owners during the pandemic
and started the Michigan Downtown
Business Coalition in the Michigan leg-
islature to provide a direct line of com-
munication from business owners and
the Governor and AG’s office.

Small businesses and workers in
Michigan are still facing the global con-
sequences of the pandemic like rising
costs and the legislature needs to pro-
vide tax relief to workers and seniors,

lower costs, and bring
back good paying jobs to
the state.

What are  your
thoughts on safety and
security of our elec-
tions, specifically Mich-
igan’s election integrity,
and do you accept the results of the
2020 election?

Koleszar: As a Vice Chair of the Elec-
tions and Ethics committee, 1 can say
with 100% certainty that the 2020 elec-
tion was accurate and the will of the vot-
ers was reflected. Over 250 audits of the
2020 election were conducted, and all
showed there was no evidence of wide-
spread fraud.

In the legislature, what we need to be
doing is to make sure that clerks and
other election officials have the re-
sources they need such as increased
time to pre-process absentee ballots in
order to deliver timely results to the
electorate.

Thinking of the recent school
shootings that killed students in
Uvalde and Oxford, what recommen-
dations would you make in your effort
to prevent similar tragedies in the fu-
ture?

Koleszar: We need to continue to in-
vest in school social workers and school
psychologists to help our most vulner-
able students. We also need to do a bet-
ter job of addressing gun safety which
includes safe storage and red flag laws.

Koleszar

Dashner, Laszlo in quest for
South Lyon school board seat

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Craig Dashner and Teresa Laszlo are
vying for a single partial term seat on
the South Lyon Board of Education. The
term ends Dec. 31, 2024.

Hometown Life sent identical ques-
tionnaires to the two candidates to learn
more about them and their stances on
education issues.

Meet your candidates:

Craig Dashner is a 24-year Lyon
Township resident and his second child
will graduate from South Lyon East
High School this year. The civil engineer
works on road and bridge construction
projects and is a structures specialist
who co-authored a trench rescue shor-
ing book used around the world for
emergency response. He was officer of
the PTO during his children’s elemen-
tary years and has served four years on
the school board, two as president.

He has completed several classes on
finance, policy and board member re-
sponsibilities through the Michigan As-
sociation of School Boards.

Teresa Laszlo is a 6-year South Lyon
resident and has a daughter in 4th grade
at Bartlett Elementary. She has volun-

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
Northville Record (USPS# 396880) is published
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 160 W Fort Street, Detroit, Ml 48226
Periodicals postage is paid at Detroit, Ml and at
additional mailing offices

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer
Service, PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Phil Allmen, Content Strategist
Mobile: 248-396-3870
Email: pallmen@hometownlife.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @OEHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Hormne Delivery:

Customer Service: 866-887-2737
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am. to 4 p.m
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps.com

Advertising Policy:

All advertising published in this newspaper is
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the
advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser’s order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and
only publication of an ad constitutes acceptance
of the advertiser's order

teered .for the Bartlett
PTO and at the Salem-
South Lyon District Li-
brary.

She has 15 years of
teaching, education ad- ‘
ministration, and curri- Dashner
culum design experience
and is currently global director of a cor-
porate learning and development de-
partment, where she serves in an advi-
sory role to the leadership team.

What makes you qualified to be a
school board member and why do
you want to hold that position?
What do you see as the role of a
school board member?

Dashner: 1 have been on the Board
for 4 years (partial term seat) and Presi-
dent of the Board for the past two years.
I enjoy serving the community to keep
our schools great and feel that I can be
effective since I have already learned
the background over the last 4 years.
The role of a Board member is to oversee
the work of the Superintendent and
pass yearly budgets and set the direc-
tion of the district. Changes to the dis-
trict get made by making small and de-
liberate changes to attain the desired re-
sult.

Laszlo: My background in teaching
(15 years), education administration,
curriculum design, and leading a corpo-
rate learning and development depart-
ment gives me valuable expertise and
perspective regarding education in our
community. I have long been eager to
find the best way for me to support our
school district and help represent our
community. It is the School Board’s job
to set effective policies that represent
our community, which help administra-
tion and staff carry out their work. Since
school governance thrives when there is
a strong relationship with the public, I
will listen to the community, our experi-
enced educators, and staff.

Are you happy with the overall
direction of the district? Why or
why not?

Laszlo: There are many great facets
to the current direction of our district.
Overall, the school board has done a re-
liable job managing the affairs of the
district, collaborating to set school and
district policy. For example, the board
has maintained and grown programs,
expanded support for student and men-
tal health services, selected a superin-
tendent, and has worked hard to recruit
and retain excellent teachers and other
school staff who continue to demon-

v

strate effective learning
and dedication to stu-
dents despite very diffi-
cult years. Of course,
there are always ways
we can improve as a dis-
trict, and my goal is to
be part of that process.

Dashner: I better be, as  had a hand
in it. The district is in a good place. We
are financially strong, just passed sev-
eral fair contracts for our employees
and have strong performance from our
students. We have a good Board that
works together for good outcomes for
the district. We need to focus on mak-
ing up for the learning loss that oc-
curred during the state mandated Co-
vid shut downs. We started that with
the summer programs that were held,
and extra supports put in place for
many of the buildings.

Laszlo

What should the school district’s
priorities be coming out of the
COVID-19 pandemic, including
how it spends ARPA funds?

Dashner: There are some limita-
tions on the ARPA funds that dictate
what it can be spent on and it is impor-
tant to realize that it is “one time mon-
ey”. Using it to increase pay or posi-
tions would create sustainability prob-
lems in future years. Some of it can be
used for staff, but there has tobe a plan
for long term funding. The summer
learning programs made use of these
funds by providing a special program
for at risk students.

Laszlo: The school district’s priori-
ties should always be to provide a
quality educational experience for our
students. We should use these partic-
ular funds to replace lost public sector
revenue and spend the funds on safety
and security to provide the safest
learning environment we can.

issues related to diversity,
equity and inclusion are a
recurring conversation among
students, staff and the
community at large. What'’s one
tangible action local districts can
make to address diversity, equity
and inclusion?

Laszlo: This topic is incredibly im-
portant to me. As a district, we should
always insist on equity for all students
— regardless of race, gender, religion,
nationality, gender identity, legal sta-
tus, physical or mental challenges,
and/or socio-economic status. Diver-

See QUEST, Page 3A
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Do you support amending the EI-
liott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include
LGBTQ people? Explain.

Koleszar: Yes, and 1 also support the
Rouch World v. Dept. of Civil Rights de-
cision which concluded that “discrimi-
nation on the basis of sex in ELCRA in-
cludes descrimination on the basis of
sexual orientation” is prohibited.

What is an issue facing state gov-
ernment that isn’t on Michiganders’
radar that should be? What steps
would you take to address that issue?

Koleszar: The lack of transparency
in our state government should be a ma-
jor concern to Michiganders. Michigan
ranks near the bottom of the country in
government transparency. A good start
would be to require legislators to pub-
licly file financial disclosures - 1 have co-
sponsored this legislation in my two
terms in office.

Neracher’s campaign: As a small
business owner, Cathryn Neracher will
work with lawmakers to ease the cur-
rent burdens on Michigan companies
and make it easier to open a small busi-
ness in Michigan by eliminating bloated
state government bureaucracy. Cathryn
will work to temporarily suspend the
gas and lower the sales tax to give Mich-
iganders the relief they so desperately
need. There is no reason why we can’t
work to create a climate to attract new
business and industries to create new
Michigan jobs.

WEDDING

Natasha Shah and Eric Richter
married Oct. 30.
COURTESY OF YOUR STORY PHOTOART, LLC

Shah-Richter

Natasha Shah and Eric Richter of
Columbia, Illinois, were united in mar-
riage Oct. 30, 2021 at the Chase Park
Plaza in St. Louis, Missouri. Reverend
Michael Niebauer officiated the cere-
mony.

Natasha is the daughter of Nav and
Pai Shah of Northville. She is a 2009
graduate of Northville High School and
a 2013 graduate of Michigan State Uni-
versity. She is employed as a shopper
insights manager with Nestle Purina.

Eric is the son of Steve and Brenda
Richter of Columbia, Illinois. He is a
2009 graduate of Columbia High
School and a 2013 graduate of South-
ern lllinois University Edwardsville.
He is employed as a profit center man-
ager with Sunbelt Rentals.

The bride was given in marriage by
her parents. The matron of honor was
Precious Schultz, sister of the bride.
Bridesmaids were  Ashlyn Ayala
(friend of the bride), Sarah Bazydlo
(friend of the bride), Rylee Caven
(friend of the bride), Monica Love
(friend of the bride), Kasey Petro
(friend of the bride), Sara Richter (sis-
ter of the groom), and Kaitlynn Waller
(friend of the bride).

The best man was Adam Richter,
brother of the groom. Groomsmen
were Nathan Fox (friend of the groom),
Jake Hall (friend of the groom), Joel
Herrmann (cousin of the groom), Jor-
dan Kuhlengel (friend of the groom),
Alan Schultz (brother-in-law of the
bride), Kyle Waller (frien® of the
groom), and Brian Winters (friend of
the groom).

Junior groomsmen were Alan, Lo-
gan, and Luke Schultz, nephews of the

. bride. Ushers were Chris Bagwell and

Judson Fraley, friends of the groom.
Following a wedding reception at the
Chase Park Plaza, the couple took a
honeymoon in Hawaii.
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Theis, Genso in 4-way race for 22nd District state Senate seat

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Democrat Jordan Genso, Republican Lana Theis,
Libertarian Jon Elgas and U.S. Taxpayer Party candi-
date Victoria McCasey are all vying for the 22nd Dis-
trict state senate seat in the Nov. 8 election.

The 22nd District includes Brighton, Brighton
Township, Green Oak Township, Hamburg Township,
Howell, Whitmore Lake, Fenton and Holly.

Hometown Life sent identical questionnaires to all
four candidates to help voters learn more about them
and their stances on issues. Theis and McCasey did
not respond to the questionnaire.

Democrat Jordan Genso lives in Brighton with his
wife and two young daughters. He is a realtor and cur-
rently serves as the Brighton District Library Board
vice-president and was formerly the FlexTech High
School Board president. He ran for state representa-
tive in 2014 and Livingston County clerk in 2020.

Libertarian Jon Elgas grew up in Dexter and moved
to Brighton in 2012, where he currently lives with and
cares for his aging parents. He works on the produc-
tion line at a Brighton factory. He ran for state repre-
sentative in 2016 and the Wayne State Board of Gover-
nors in 2018 and 2020.

Statistics show systemic racism is prevalent in
law enforcement, government, health care and
economics. Name one tangible action state

government could take to help address racism.

Genso: As a real estate agent, 'm keenly aware of
the lasting effects from the practice of redlining, which
was a government-driven action that harmed minor-
ities. My grandparents were able to purchase a home
wherever they wanted, but thatisn’'t a statement some
of my peers could make, and the consequences of that
discriminatory treatment still echo today. So I would
like to see our government target additional invest-
ments in communities harmed by redlining, to in-
crease home property values in those communities. It
would be an obvious, logical step (o mitigate some of
the harm done by previous government actions.

Elgas: I think getting rid of Elliot-Larson would be a

good step, because creating a protected class of people
breeds racism.

How would you grade the state’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic and what, if anything,
should the state legislature do next?

Elgas: I would grade the response as F. Mainly, be-

Quest

Continued from Page 2A

sity, equity and inclusion directly impact achieve-
ment. When we recognize the different backgrounds,
cultures and abilities of children, we are better able to
design programs to facilitate their achievement. It also
helps our children appreciate all people as they take
their place as citizens in our diverse world. One tangi-
ble action we can take at the board level is to form a
DE&I committee which can gather data and communi-
ty input.

Dashner: DEI can be a very polarizing topic. I feel
that diversity means that different is ok and accepted,
equity means that all students should have the same
opportunity for an education and inclusion means
that all students should feel safe and comfortable at
school. If there is one thing I could do, it would be to
create the type of home family support that not all of
our students have in a quest to increase success in
school and after graduation.

School districts saw student enrollment drop
dramatically during the COVID-19 pandemic to
private-, charter-, home- or non-school
options. With school funding tied directly to
enroliment, what are your thoughts on schools
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cause the state legislature allowed the
governor to do whatever she wanted to
do without any consequences. Shutting
down the economy, forcing people who
weren't sick or vulnerable to quaran
tine, and shaming people who dis-
agreed with her were the wrong things
to do. The state legislature should im-
peach Whitmer for these actions, and should have tak
en control away from her, this is why all the incum-
bents should not be re-elected.

Genso: As a citizen, I strive to give elected officials
flexibility when they are making decisions in an envi-
ronment of uncertainty. I have my opinions, of course,
but respect that policies won't always reflect my opi-
nion. As an example, I wanted an in-person schooling
option in the fall of 2020, but I otherwise wasn’t going
to criticize school boards for the safety protocols they
implemented to enable it. I think we all should give our
government a wider window of what we’ll accept, and
only when policies go to the extreme should we give
them a hard time.

What are your thoughts on safety and security
of our elections, specifically Michigan's
election integrity, and do you accept the
results of the 2020 election?

Genso: Our election system has numerous safe-
guards already built into it, and they ensure that we
can trust the results. There are some who want to pre-
vent our citizens’ legal votes from being counted be-
cause they disagree with the candidate receiving the
votes, and that is a radical, unprecedented danger to
our democratic system. “Accepting election results”
should never have become a point of disagreement,
and those who have made it so are spitting on the
graves of our nation’s founders.

Elgas: I do think there is fraud in every election, I
don’t know if there was enough to change the outcome
in our state. I would like to see, at least in future elec-
tions, 14 teams of three people (one democrat, one re-
publican, and one representing a minor party) have a
full forensic audit.

Thinking of the recent school shootings that
killed students in Uvalde and Oxford, what
recommendations would you make in your
effort to prevent similar tragedies in the
future?

Elgas: I think by allowing school teachers who have
a conceal carry license to carry in school would either
deter school shootings, or stop school shootings before

of choice policies, and how would you attract
new, returning students to the district?

Dashner: South Lyon Community Schools saw a
decline in enrollment during COVID, but not a dramat-
icdecline. Our community is still growing, home build-
ing is still occurring in our boundaries, and I would ex-
pect our enrollment to continue to slightly increase
over the next several years. The focus is to keep our
great teachers, keep district performance at high levels
and stay out of the polarizing buzz that some schools
seem to attract by wading outside of an education fo-
cus with their policies and focus.

Laszlo: I am a strong believer in the value of public
education to society. I would prioritize student
achievement to attract students to our district. We can
work on ways to enhance the student experience by
adding additional sports opportunities as well as aca-
demic programming geared toward STEM. We should
embrace innovation in our approach to this challenge.

What is an issue facing the district that isn’t on
residents’ radar that should be? What steps
would you take to address that issue?

Laszlo: In addition to providing a curriculum that
helps all students, we need to prepare our students for
whatever career path they choose after graduation,
whether it is working, attending technical college, get-

Cremation Starting at
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the police arrive

Genso: This is unfortunately mostly
afederal issue. | support an individual's
right to defend themself, and firearms
have a legitimate role to play in that de
fense. But 1 also acknowledge that there
are many firearms designed for offen
sive/combat purposes (rather than de
fense), and it is the proper role of government to more
strictly regulate those firearms. We successfully keep
fully-automatic firearms from being used in school
shootings, which proves that regulation can work. Ap
plying the same safeguards on fully-automatic to
some semi-automatic firearms could help make school
shootings less common, and less deadly

Do you support amending the Elliott-Larsen
Civil Rights Act to include LGBTQ people?
Explain.

Genso: The purpose of Elliott-Larsen is to protect
our citizens from discrimination for simply being who
they are. The same underlying principle for why we
shouldn’t allow discrimination based on religion ap
plies to the LGBTQ community. There is no justifica
tion for allowing such discrimination, and so it is a fail
ure of our state that LGBTQ people are not already pro-
tected.

Elgas: People should not be divided into protected
classes. When you have protected groups of people it
encourages racism, sexism and transphobia. Elliott-
Larsen should be removed from the books.

What is an issue facing state government that
isn't on Michiganders' radar that should be?
What steps would you take to address that
issue?

Elgas: People trust our politicians and bureaucrats
too much, we need to question them, and assume that
they only want to help themselves. I want to expose
the corruption from these officials.

Genso: I think the most important hurdle our state
(and nation) faces is an unwillingness to engage with
each other. As a state senate candidate, I've put myself
out there, willing to sit down with anyone across the
political spectrum to have a civil discussion, but it is
astonishingly difficult finding a partner. And without
engagement, there is no communication, nor under-
standing of the other side. And that's why our govern-
ment is so broken. Until we fix our broken government,
few other problems can be adequately solved.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley@
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412.

ting a job in the trades or attending a university.

Dashner: Anxiety - the level of anxiety in our stu-
dents has been increasing drastically. Covid made it
worse. As we get back to normal, we (the community
and schools) need to focus on reducing that anxiety in
the students. The schools have added counselors and
social workers to assist the students that need help. I
think we can all pitch in and help students work
through their anxiety, or work to prevent it from start-
ing in the younger students.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbrom-
ley@hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleylO.
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the first train stop coming out of Uk
raine,” Jon Wilkes said. “So if you're get
ting out, there's where you get off. Espe
cially the people getting off there, they
don’t have any money. They don’'t have
any connections.”

The two flew to Poland in August,
with Jon Wilkes staying for 10 days and
Ashley Wilkes staying an additional
week. They both began work cleaning
up an athletic arena that had housed
refugees that had come to the city, as the
arena was shifting back to hosting
sporting events. They then split up, with
Ashley Wilkes heading to a summer
camp and working as a de facto counsel-
or for children and familics staying
there. Jon Wilkes began doing other
work, including taking a day trip into
Ukraine to help deliver supplies.

After heading to a store to pick up
supplies, Jon Wilkes and others drove
into Ukraine to deliver the goods to a
church. He said crossing the border into
Ukraine was fairly simple, but trying to
leave was not.

“On our way home, we came to these
same checkpoints and there was a doz-
en uniformed guards that were check-
ing passports,” he said. “We're like,
‘What happened?’ Well, we didn’t know
it, but that day was the day the Ukrai-
nian army attacked the Crimean airport
to try and take it back over.”

After Jon Wilkes headed back to the
United States, Ashley Wilkes stayed an
additional week to help set up a new
place for refugees to stay in Warsaw.

She said the people were incredibly
happy to see her help and assist them
during their time of need. She said sev-
eral people mentioned to her she was
the first American they had met that had
come to assist them.

“All the Ukrainians were so thankful,”
she said. “The kids just swarmed you
and they were so happy because we
were just there to love on them.”

Much of the backing to embark on
such a trip came from the dozens of pa-
rishioners who attend the church at 217
N. Wing St.

The two are continuously thanking
the small congregation for its help with
everything, from prayers to financial
donations.

“They gave the original $12,000, and
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deliver supplies and doing other tasks this past August. COURTESY OF JON WILKES

then they gave an additional $8,000 be-
yond that to allow us to go,” he go. “We
didn’t ask anyone to help. We just had
people that said, ‘We want to help.”

The experience is one that’s changed
both of them forever. Both have done
mission trips in f<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>