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Green Oak Twp. company’s products
catch Oprah’s eye this holiday season

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A local company’s products caught
the eye of one of the biggest media
names this holiday season.

Midnight Kitchen Tools, the Green
Oak Township company known for its

Plans to open
sports bar on
Six Mile in
Northville
Twp. return

3 years later

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.ccm
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

After sitting vacant for years, it ap-
pears plans to bring life back to the for-
mer Brann’s Steakhouse in Northville
Township are coming to fruition.

It's been several years since Art and
Jake’s sports bar announced its inten-
tions to locate a new restaurant at
39715 Six Mile. Announced before the
COVID-19 pandemic, the restaurant
has since sat vacant with weeds grow-
ing on the property and other issues.

But after several years, plans con-
tinue to move forward to renovate the
building and reopen the space as ares-
taurant. Design plans were reviewed
by the Northville Township Planning
Commission at its Oct. 25 meeting,
with commissioners expressing ap-
proval for the plans to renovate the
building.

Originally, plans called for the cur-
rent building to look completely differ-
ent, said Jennifer Frey, township plan-
ner. Now, the bar owners plan to reno-
vate the current building and make im-
provements to what is already on site,
something needed given the current
status of the building, Frey said.

“There’s really been nothing done
to it,” she said. “Much of the plant

See PLANS, Page 6A
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stainless steel ice cream scoop and piz-
za cutter, recently saw both its products
placed on Oprah Winfrey’'s Favorite
Things list for the 2022 holiday season.

“It’s just elation. We're super excited
about it,” said company founder Mi-
chael Chou. “It’s kind of like winning the
lotto.”

The company, which began in 2013 by
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Chou, a Lyon Township resident, after
he searched for a better way to scoop ice
cream late one night. An aerospace en-
gineer who works at the University of
Michigan, Chou began tinkering with
how to better get the ice cream from its
container to a bowl. After launching the
idea on Kickstarter, he raised enough
money and began manufacturing the

Casey Rosseau and her husband, Griffin, and son, Lawson, all of Birmingham, walk through the light installations during

Wwild Lights at the Detroit Zoo in Royal Oak in 2020. DETROIT FREE PRESS FILE

Get an early merrymaking start with
these six November holiday events

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Why wait until December to cele-
brate the most wonderful time of the
year?

There are plenty of area holiday
happenings in November to kick off a
joyous season. We picked a few for you

v

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death Notices;
2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies, Delivery
issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press releases, calendar

items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com
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Gobble UP These Savings
With Our'November Specials

to check out that look particularly mer-
ry.

Wayne County Lightfest

More than 100,000 lights and 50 ani-
mated displays make up a magical four-
mile stretch of Hines Park in the Wayne
County Lightfest, which opens Nov. 17
and.continues 6-10 p.m. Wednesday

©2022

Volume 153 | No. 16
Home delivery pricing inside

ice cream scoop.

After selling online only through the
company’s website, Chou's company
looked to sell on mega e-commerce plat-
form Amazon. They've since worked
their way up the rankings, getting solid
reviews and moving up the pages.

See PRODUCTS, Page 4A

through Sunday evenings all the way
through Christmas Eve. There is a $5
cash fee for cars and more for commer
cial-sized vehicles.

The entrance to the Lightfest is 7651
North Merriman Road, which is on Mer
riman between Ann Arbor Trail and
Warren Avenue in Westland, 2% miles

See EVENTS, Page 4A
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it is a labor of love, and it takes a
village; together ... we are making a
fifference in our communities for our
fabulous felines, saving lives and
reducing overpopulation.”

Cheryl Phillips

Staff report

Michigan Pet Alliance awarded Che-
ryl Phillips of Northville its Best Friend
to Cats award.

“This annual award honors a nomi-
nated individual (or organization) who
goes above and beyond to save, to pro-
vide care, to find homes or to advocate
for Michigan’s homeless cats,” said Joe
Dobesh, MPA CEO. “In this award cate-
gory, Cheryl was a standout nomination
for her dedication to TNVR and commu-
nity cats.”

Phillips has spent the last 10 years
providing trap, neuter, vaccinate, return
(TNVR) services to more than 1,150 cats
in Michigan.

She has been instrumental in helping
communities understand how to help
community cats.

“I am humbled and honored to be the
recipient of the Michigan Pet Alliance

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Northville Record (USPS# 396880) is published
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 160 W Fort Street, Detroit, Ml 48226.
Periodicals postage is paid at Detroit, Ml and at
additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer
Service, PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Phil Allmen, Content Strategist
Mobile: 248-396-3870
Email: pallmen@hometownlife.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @OEHometown

Subscription Rates:

Newsstand price: $1.50

$65 per 12 months home delivery
love, and it takes a village; together,
through TNVR, adoption and humane
education, we are making a difference in
our communities for our fabulous fe-
lines, saving lives and reducing over-

| population,” said Phillips. “I am proud to
be a member of MPA, a leader in advo-
cating and making changes to improve
the standards of care for our pets.”

In 2016, Phillips became the founder
and executive director of GG’s Founda-
tion, a nonprofit with the mission to re-
duce overpopulation through TNVR and
to fund spay/neuter, vaccinations, and

Home Delivery:

Customer Service: 866-887-2737
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps.com

Advertising Policy:

All advertising published in this newspaper is
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the
advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser’s order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and
only publication of an ad constitutes acceptance
of the advertiser's order.

Best Friend to Cats Award. It is a labor of

Michigan Pet Alliance awarded Cheryl
Phillips of Northville its Best Friend to
Cats award.

COURTESY OF MICHIGAN PET ALLIANCE

medical care for homeless, neglected,
abandoned and abused community cats
and to assist others’ efforts to care for
and place these rescued animals in suit-
able homes or other appropriate envi-

Northville woman receives Best
Friend to Cats award from pet group

2022 award categories
and recipients

Karen Brocklehurst Volunteer of the
Year: Anne Grzywacz, Ph.D., CPDT-KA,
CBCC-KA, St. Clair Shores

Community Outreach Program: $3,000
grant: Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance,
Douglas

Fundraising Program: $2,000 grant:
Paws for Life Rescue, Troy

Elected Official’s Friend of Homeless
Animals Award: Representative Tommy
Brann, Kent County

Best Friend to Dogs Award: Jennifer
Clarkson, Bloomfield

Best Friend to Cats Award: Cheryl
Phillips, Northville

On-Site Cat Training Grants: $1,000
value to each: Little Traverse Bay
Humane Society, Harbor Springs, Upper
Peninsula Animal Welfare Shelter,
Gwinn

ties in support of our mission.”

In May 2021, Phillips was named Hu-
mane Hero of the Month by the Humane
Society of Macomb. She is also the au-
thor of “GG’s Journey: From Lost to

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on December 13th, 2022, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the
Nowvi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:

PZ22-00567 (Moiseev,Gordon Associates, Inc) 48736 Grand River Ave - South of
Grand River, East of Wixom Road, Parcel 50-22-17-101-014. The applicant is requesting
two variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.18 and 4.19 to erect an
accessory structure and generator in the front yard; and for a front yard setback of 30 feet
(40 feet minimum required, variance of 10 feet). The property is zoned Light Industrial (I-1).

PZ22-0058 (AZD Associates, Inc) 1607 East Lake Drive - North of Thirteen Mile, West

of Novi Road, Parcel §0-22-02-357-020. The applicant is requesting variances from the City

of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a front yard setback of 9.17 feet (30 feet minimum

required, variance of 20.83 feet); a rear yard setback of 10.3 feet (35 feet required, variance of

24:5-feety-a-stda-yard . asthack of 3 feet (10.feet-minimum reguuired, variance of 7 feet); a side

yard setback of 2.75 feet (15 feet minimum required, variance of 12.25 feet), an aggregate

total side yard setback of 5.75 feet (25 fegt required, variance of 19.25 feet); and a proposed

lot coverage of 47.4% (25% maximum allowed, variance of 22.4%). These variances would

accomidtiate HEHMMIAPDT a new home. This propérty is zéhed Single Family Residential
(R-4).

PZ22-0060 (Michael Jocz) 46144 Nine Mile Road, East of Taft Road and North of
Nine Mile Road, Parcel 50-22-27-355-031. The applicant is requesting variance from
The City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 4.19.1.E(i) for 1,688 square feet of garage space
(maximum of 850 square feet allowed by code, variance of 838 square feet). This variance
would accommodate the building of a garage addition. This property is zoned Single Family
Residential (R-3).

PZ22-0061 (Ron Morelli/Benito’s Pizza) 24270 Novi Road, East of Novi Road and
fiorth of 10 Mile Road, Parcel # 50-22-23-351-064. The applicant is requesting a variance
trom the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 5.2.12 to allow for a reduction of 30 required
parking spaces for proposed a restaurant expansion in an existing multi-tenant development,
89 parking spaces are provided, 119 are required. This property is zoned General Business
(B-3).
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CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center,
45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider JZ22-28 ELM CREEK PRO FOR INITIAL
CONSIDERATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR A PLANNED REZONING OVERLAY
(PRO) CONCEPT PLAN ASSOCIATED WITH A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 18.737.
TO REZONE FROM OST (OFFICE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY) AND RM-1 (LOW
DENSITY MULTIPLE-FAMILY) TO RM-1 (LOW DENSITY MULTIPLE-FAMILY). The
subject property totals approximately 23.7 acres and is located west of Meadowbrook Road,
south of Twelve Mile Road (Section 14). The applicant proposes to develop 68 residential units
in two-story townhouse-style buildings.

Plans are available for review by contacting the Community Development Department at the
following email address: bmcbeth@cityofnovi.org
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Subiect Parcel ID: Portion of 50-22-14-200-043
All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development

Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours. Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A .M. to 5:00 P.M., and must be received by 4:00 PM,,
Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Published on November 17, 2022
Novi Planning Commission

Michael Lynch, Secretary

ronments. Loved,” a book about a rescue dog
“Education and advocacy are pillars named GG and how she overcame sick-

of our mission, to speak with one voice ness and breed discrimination to find a

to improve lifesaving and standards of loving home.

care for our state’s pets,” said Deborah For more information on the 2022

Schutt, MPA chair. “Cheryl is one of our awards program and recipients, visit

members who exemplifies these quali- www.michiganpet.org.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing to receive public
input on a request regarding previous variances from the City of Northville Zoning Ordinance
granted by the Board on October 6, 2021. The previous variances were conditioned upon the
project as illustrated on the Engineer Plans dated July 26, 2021, and Architect Plans dated
July 27, 2021. In preparing the construction plans, the applicant determined that the plans
presented to the Board of Zoning Appeals are not ideal, and the addition of a retaining wall
behind the residential units is needed. Therefore, the applicant is returning to the Board of
Zoning Appeals with a request for the same variances that were granted in 2021, but with
modified plans illustrating these requests.

The current request 1s for three variances‘for three lots zoned R-2, Second Density Residential
District, located at 711 N. Center St., lot number 48-22-34-377-006 (middle lot - L2), and
vacant lots 48-22-34-377-007 (southern lot - L1), and 48-22-34-377-005 (northern fot - L3),
based on-Engineer Plans revised on September 1, 2022. The three lots are part of'a proposed
three-lot residential development where the applicant would like to build a duplex building on
each lot. The applicant is seeking a 0.03 FAR variance for lot L1, a 0.04 FAR variance for Lot
L2, and a 0.01 FAR variance for Lot L3 from the requirement of Section 15.01 of the Zoning
Ordinance, which allows for a maximum 0.36 FAR on a lot with a duplex building. They are
also requesting a building height variance of 3.5-feet for Lots L1 and L2, and 5-feet for Lot L3
from the 30-foot maximum requirement in Section 15.01.

The public hearing will be held on December 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167,
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance
requests.

The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department
during normal business hours of 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing time
or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.us (Services, Building and Planning, Board of
Zoning Appeals).

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted
no later than 4:30pm, December 6, 2022 to the City Clerk at the above address, or using the
City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa@ci.northyville.mi.us.

RYAN MCKINDLES, CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
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CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center,
45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider MAKING A RECOMMENDATION TO CITY
COUNCIL FOR JZ22-27 MOE’S ON TEN ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 18.738, TO
REZONE FROM B-1 (LOCAL BUSINESS) TO B-3 (GENERAL BUSINESS). The subject
property totals approximately 0.9 acres and is located at 39455 Ten Mile Road (Parcel 50-22-
226-010). The subject property is west of Haggerty Road and south of Ten Mile Road (Section
25). The site is currently used as a restaurant.
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Subiect Parcel ID: 50-22-25-226-010

All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 P.M.,
Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Published on November 17, 2022
Novi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary
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Election updates: School board, House, Senate races

From Staff Reports
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH.

Allvote totals are unof-
ficial until certified by the
county board of canvass-
ers.

Koleszar wins western
Wayne house seat

Updated 9:52 a.m. Nov.
9, 2022

Plymouth Democrat
Matt Koleszar looks
poised to serve another
term in the state house.
Koleszar beat his oppo-
nent, Northville Republi-
can Cathryn Neracher,
28,064 to 23,669

Koleszar will serve two
years as the District 22
house representative.
The district includes
parts of Livonia, Ply-
mouth and Northville.

-Hometown Life re-
porter Shelby Tankersley

Bayer wins big in
13th Senate District

Updated 9:10 a.m. Nov.
9, 2022

State Sen. Rosemary
Bayer will return to Lan-
sing in her current role
and in a new district.

Bayer defeated chal-
lenger Jason Rhines to
represent the 13th state
Senate district, garnering
76,196 votes to Rhines’s
57,207 votes. Those totals
include the entire dis-
trict, save for one Wayne
County precinct that had
not yet been counted as
of Wednesday morning.

The 13th Senate Dis-
trict includes Plymouth
Township, Plymouth,
Northville, Northville
Township, Novi Town-
ship, West Bloomfield
Township, Walled Lake,
Keego Harbor, Sylvan
Lake and Orchard Lake as
well as parts of Farming-
ton Hills, Novi and Com-
merce Township.

-Hometown Life re-
porter David Veselenak

Public transit millage
gets OK from Oakland
County voters

Updated 8:40 am.
Nov. 9, 2022

It appears Oakland
County residents will pay
more on their property
taxes after the county-
wide transit millage ap-
pears to have been ap-
proved.

With 96% of votes in,
the millage request has
received 330,938 “yes”
votes compared to
247,221 “no” votes. With
an approval, a 0.95 mill
levy to help fund public
transit will be levied

across the county to sup-

port transit services.
-Hometown Life re-

porter David Veselenak

How communities voted

Vote totals (unofficial) in Hometown Life communities for Proposal 3 to
enshrine reproductive rights in the Michigan Constitution.
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Shink shows lead
in 14th District
Senate race

Updated 8:17 a.m. Nov.
9, 2022

It appears Salem
Township could be repre-
sented by a Democrat in
the state Senate next
year.

Democrat Sue Shink
has the lead over Repub-
lican Tim Golding for the
14th state Senate district

seat, which stretches
from Salem Township
and across western

Washtenaw County and
most of Jackson County.
Most recent results as of
7:55 a.m. show Shink
with 57,544 votes, com-
pared to Golding’s 53,136
votes across both coun-
ties. All precincts are in in
Jackson County, while
about 38% are still being
fully counted in Washte-
naw County.

-Hometown Life re-
porter David Veselenak

District 23 voters
send Morgan
to Lansing

Updated 9:56 a.m. Nov.
9, 2022

Democrat Jason Mor-
gan won the District 23
state House seat. Mor-
gan, of Ann Arbor, re-
ceived 24,256 votes. His
opponent, Republican
Richard Sharland of Ply-
mouth, earned 13,004.

40% 60% 100%
@& Yes @ No
Orservin& Ecommuc (1) KE8T2RAY

Morgan will serve a two-
year tern in Lansing.

The 23rd district in-
cludes most of downtown
Ann Arbor, the City of
South Lyon, Superior
Township, Salem Town-
ship, and parts of Ply-
mouth, Northville, Lyon
and Ann Arbor town-
ships. The district in-
cludes parts of Oakland,
Wayne and Washtenaw
counties.

-Hometown Life re-
porter Shelby Tankersley

Western Oakland
County sending
Runestad back
to state Senate

Updated 7:43 a.m. Nov.
9, 2022

It appears state Sen.
Jim Runestad will run his
way back to the state
Capitol come January.

Runestad, a Republi-
can, will continue to
serve in the senate, rep-
resenting the new 23rd
district. That area in-
cludes South Lyon, Lyon
Township, Highland
Township, Milford, White
Lake, Clarkston, Water-
ford Township and Wix-
om. With 88% of pre-
cincts reporting as of 7:40
a.m., Runestad had
73,804 votes, compared
to Democratic challenger
Una Hepburn's 49,204
votes.

-Hometown Life re-
porter David Veselenak

Join #TeamGannett Today!

Where working together creates greater opportunities, learning and growth!
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Three elected
to Northville
school board

Updated 7:02 am.
Nov. 9, 2022

Northville schools vot-
ers decided to send three
local candidates to serve
on its school board Tues-
day.

Melissa Stuart was the
top vote-getter, receiving
6,480 votes. In second
place was Kim Campbell-
Voytal, who received 6,119
votes. Rounding out the
winners was Carin Meyer,
who received 5,906 votes.
Those three will serve
four-year terms.

Also receiving votes
were Kathleen Schafer

with 4,985 votes, Scott
Morrell with 4,893 votes
and Andrew Augustine
with 4,377 votes.
Hometown Life re
porter David Veselenak

Theis earns another
Senate term
representing
District 22

Updated 1:15 a.m., Nov.
9, 2022

Republican Lana Theis
is easily the winner of the
22nd District state Sen
ate seat, with 60,353
votes to Democrat Jordan
Genso's 33,445. Falling
far behind were Libertar-
ian Jon Elgas with 1,742
votes and US Taxpayers
Party Victoria McCasey
with 790. The district
represents Livingston
County, Whitmore Lake,
Fenton and Holly.

- Hometown Life re-
porter Susan Bromley

Conservative
Maddock easily
wins in state
House District 51

Updated 12:30 a.m.,
Nov. 9, 2022

Republican Matt Mad-
dock retained his seat in
the state legislature in the
51st District, with 27,244
votes to Democrat Sarah
May-Seward’s 19,766.

The 5lst District in-
cludes Highland Town-
ship, Milford Township,
and White Lake Town-
ship as well as parts of
Commerce Township and
Springfield Township.

L

Grow\vy

Home

Hometown Life re
porter Susan Bromley

Breen wins second
term in state
House District 21

Updated 12:30 a.m.,
Nov. 9, 2022

Democrat Kelly Breen
defeated Republican
Dave Staudt to retain a
seat in the state legisla
ture representing the 2l1st
District. Breen received
22,669 votes to 16,979 for
Staudt. Libertarian
James Young received 521
votes.

The 21st District repre
sents Novi, western Far
mington Hills, and east
ern Lyon Township.

Hometown Life re
porter Susan Bromley

Novi school board
adds two newcomers

Updated 12:15 am.,
Nov. 9, 2022

With two seats avail-
able on the Novi Board of
Education, voters elected
Betsy Beaudoin with
6,949 votes and Jason
Michener with 6,047
votes. Missing the cut
was Chris Hollman with
5,558 votes and Latasha
Keller with 4,082 votes.

Both Beaudoin and
Michener are new to the
school board. Current
board members Kathy
Hood and Bobbie Murphy
did not seek reelection.

- Hometown Life re-
porter Susan Bromley

requests.

Zoning Appeals).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing to receive public
input on the following variance from the City of Northville Zoning Ordinance. The variance
will be considered for premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property
located at 916 Novi St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-22-34-428-018. The
applicant is seeking a variance to build a roof over their front porch slab in the front yard
setback. The variance needed is approximately 11.0 feet from the front yard requirement in
Sections 3.04 and 15.01. Also, the existing house is non-conforming per Section 22.01, and the
project will require expansion of a non-conformity.

The public hearing will be held on December 7, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167,
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance

The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department
during normal business hours of 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing time
or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.us (Services, Building and Planning, Board of

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted
no later than 4:30pm, December 6, 2022 to the City Clerk at the above address, or using the
City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa@ci.northville.mi.us.

T

I'RAZER

CREMATIONS & FUNERALS

Cremation Starting at

5895

Burial Starting at

Full ServicAe Funeral Home

248-667-9920 frazerfunerals.com
21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, MI 4811 718
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Products

Continued from Page 1A

“At the time, there weren’'t many
scoops that were kind of high end like
s,” he said. “We’re able to kind of go
through the rankings a lot quicker that
way.”

After years of solid sales and great re-
views, it began to get noticed even more.
Winfrey put the ice cream scoop on her
favorite things list first back in 2016, the
first major validation Midnight Kitchen
Tools received.

This time, she’s placed both the origi-
nal scoop and the pizza cutter —
launched in 2020 — on her list for holi-
day gift giving.

“No one expects pieces like these to
be so fancy-schmancy-looking!” the de-
scription on the website states about
the two pieces. “This set comes with a
pizza cutter and an ice cream scoop that
are made from stainless steel and have
ergonomic handles.”

Both are made to last forever, Chou
said, and each piece has plenty of love in
it.

“Each one is hand polished after it’s
formed. Actually, every scoop is a little
bit different in that way,” he said.

Events

Continued from Page 1A

south of I-96. Children can drop off a let-
ter to Santa in a giant mailbox at Perrin
Park, mid-way through the show, as
well as take advantage of food trucks
and a restroom.

Winter, Wine & Whimsy, Novi

This is the second year for Winter,
Wine & Whimsy, which is planned for
Nov. 17-19 at Twelve Mile Crossing at
Fountain Walk in Novi. The event billed
as a holiday market features more than
40 local artisans, including a ladies

night Thursday in which there will be a
variety of free beauty services and the
first 250 women can get a free giftbag.
But the overall event features fun for
the whole family, including a tree light-
ing, Santa and reindeer visits, games,

O & EMEDIA (NNNR)

“There’s a lot of care in it.”

While the products are manufac-
tured overseas, they are designed and
shipped out of a non-descript ware-
house in the Colonial Industrial Park off
10 Mile east of Rushton. There, the
2,500-square-foot warehouse is packed
with boxes ready to be shipped directly
to customers, as well as to Amazon,
which fulfills orders for the products.

While the company currently only
has the two products, Chou said he’s
hopeful another product could launch in
the next several years.

The holidays are typically the biggest
time of year for the company, Chou said,
unsurprising as people look for unique
gifts for loved ones or coworkers. Sales
continue to grow as word-of-mouth ex-
pands on the quality of the items, he
said.

“I'd say we do 50% of our sales during
this time,” he said. “(Customers) buy it,
they love it, they tell someone else about
it”

To purchase a set or one of the pieces
individually, visit Amazon or the com-
pany’s website, midnightkitchentools.
com.

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.

Michael Chou, of Lyon Township, is the
founder of Midnight Kitchen Tools.
COURTESY OF MICHAEL CHOU

A pizza cutter made by Midnight
Kitchen Tools. The kitchen gadget,
along with the company’s signature ice
cream scoop, was recently listed as
one of Oprah Winfrey's favorite things
for the holiday season. PHOTOS BY

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

A box containing a Midnight Kitchen
Tools ice cream scoop. Made of
stainless steel, the ergonomic scoop is
designed to better deliver ice cream
from the container.

crafts and a snowball arena for the kids,
live music to be enjoyed by all, and a free
Emagine movie theater showing of
"White Christmas" for seniors 55 and
over for those who register in time. Visit
https://cityofnovi.org/services/com-
munity-relations/holiday-market/
event-schedule for complete Winter,
Wine & Whimsy details.

Wiid Lights, Detroit Zoo,
Royal Oak

Wild Lights is the Detroit Zoo's annu-
al holiday hoopla featuring millions of
stunning lights with many displays pay-
ing homage to the facility's inhabitants.
New this year is an enchanted trail. The
event kicks off on Nov. 19 this year and
runs through Jan. 8, on select week-
nights.

On most Fridays and Saturdays, Wild
Lights is from 5-10:30 p.m. Sundays
from 5-9 p.m. A variety of packages are
available, with prices ranging from $17-

PROVIDING TRUSTED
SERVICE SINCE 2007
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$65 per person. Tickets are limited and
should be purchased in advance, al-
though a limited number of gate tickets
are available.

Holiday Lighted Parade, Northville

The theme is Lighting Up the Streets
at the 2022 Holiday Lighted Parade in
Northville, set for 6:30 p.m., Nov. 19.
Bands, dancers, floats, and Santa will be
followed by an official tree lighting at 8
p-m. in Town Square, Downtown North-
ville.

Christmas Parade, Milford

Milford's Christmas Parade, planned
for 10 a.m., Nov. 26, features floats,
bands and Santa all shown to their best
advantage in a charming downtown
with decked out businesses.

After enjoying the parade, get a jump
start on your shopping before taking a
Twinkle Tour that evening, with area

| CALL NOW TO SAVE

homes and businesses vying for best-
decorated awards.

Holiday Stroll in Canterbury
Village, Lake Orion

Canterbury Village's Holiday Stroll
kicks off Nov. 23 and then runs week-
ends through Dec. 23. The outdoor
event promises to be "be the most mem-
orable experience of the holiday season"
as Canterbury Village is aglow with
nearly a million festive lights and a 7-
minute light show is choreographed to
holiday music.

Professional Christmas carolers and
live Christmas performances provide
additional entertainment. Roaming
holiday characters including the Grinch,
Olaf, Frosty, Buddy the Elf, Anna and El-
sa from Frozen and more will delight
children, as will Santa. Tickets are
$14.99 per person and much be pur-
chased online in advance of the date you
choose.

313 241-9145
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When it comes to living your best life, little things make a big
difference. At Anthology of Novi, it’s the high-quality
finishes. The compassionate care. The greeting by name. Our
independent living, assisted living and memory care community
is intentionally designed to provide a first-class lifestyle

SO you can continue your life story with no compromises*

CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US

ANTHOLOGY OF NOVI
42400 W. 12 Mile Rd. ' Novi, MI
Independent Living Assisted Living / Memory Care

¥

AnthologyMichigan.com
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A rendering of the proposed completed work of the Art and Jake's restaurant planned on Six Mile west of Haggerty. COURTESY OF NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP

Plans

Continued from Page 1A

material is past its prime and past its
shelf life.”

Art and Jake’s is a chain of sports
bars that has locations in Clarkston,
Shelby Township, Washington Town-
ship, Sterling Heights and Newnan,
Georgia. It serves up dishes such as sal-
ads, chicken wings, sandwiches, bur-
gers and more. Its owner told Home-
town Life in 2020 that food is the main
focus of the restaurant and menu items
would rotate regularly.

There was no word on when work
could begin at the site, or when the res-
taurant could open. Several messages
sent to the company seeking more infor-
mation were not returned.

Planning commission chairman Mat-
thew Wilk said he believed the new de-
signs would complement other build-
ings in the area well with the building
materials, including the McDonald’s
next door.

“It fits the character of it,” he said.
“It’s a good fit, I think, in my opinion.” : e

Contact reporter David Veselenak | o -
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or Signage outside the forme
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.

FIND THE WORDS Cheers!

This is a theme puzzie with the
subject stated at right. Find the
listed words in the grid. They may
run in any direction but always in a
straight fine. Some letters are used
more than once. Ring each word as
you find it and when you have
completed the puzzle, there will be
21 letters left over. They spell out
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
Caustralianwordgames com au
Absinthe  Cold

Ales Cordial
Bar stool  Crowded
Beer Crush
Boag Disco
Booze Empty
Brews Enjoyment
Bundy Gin and
Cans tonic
Cask Glass
Chaser Hahn
Chips Hock

Club Home

TODAY’S ANSWER

Relax
Rose
Sake
Soda
Soft
Spirits
Table
Taste
Till
Toddy
Vino
Wedges
Wine

Inns
Julep
Kegs
Lamb
Loud
Mains
Mates
Music
Noisy
Ouzo
Pies
Port
Prawns
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box
with every row, column and 3x3
box containing the digits just
once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold
(hardest) RATING: GOLD

NRUEHEM

TRAVEL THRU THIS

MAZE SCORING THE

A HIGHEST POSSIBLE

l POINTS.

1. START AND FIN-

ISH AT THE SAME

NUMBER OF YOUR

CHOICE.

| 2. ALWAYS FLOW
WITH THE ARCHES.

EX: 1 MUST TRAV-

EL TO EITHER

i 30R 4,

7 ~AT NO TIME MAY
ANY PATH BE REUSED,

O—=—TMTO-1MNOODMY = Of
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TODAY’S ANSWER
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r Brann'’s Steakhouse on Six Mile in Northville Township indicates a former completion date of
2020. Plans for renovating the restaurant continue through the Northville Township planning process. ;
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 One making

long-distance
calls

11 Swiss partner

14 Large racket

15 Twenty-seven
connection

16 What ranch
houses typically
haven’t

17 Heads up

18 Sounding stuffy

19 Pushing the
most

21 Citta che
circonda il
Vaticano

24 Coherence

25 Prime minister
after Brian

28 Agricultural block

30 Gung-ho

33 Group taking in
imports

36 Mystic's reading
material

37 Time best
forgotten

40 Writing on
jackets

41 Paused

42 Of the above

45 Quick sketch

46 Go with

47 What bassoon
music begins
with

49 Mozzarella
alternative for
lasagna

51 They're assumed
by many
novelists

53 What a
seminarian may
become

57 Publisher of
two Water Polo
newsletters

58 National litter
cleanup program

*XIS 1Y

GN3 3 N1938

NOILINT0S

61 Nothing exciting 8 Yucca cousin 34 Person paid to

62 Largest break 9 Wades through play
in the California 10 Type of tabby 35 Shared first
Coastal Range 11 Play adaptations 38 Disclaiming
63 What can 12 Familial female postscript
precede giving or 13 Clue card 39 Clooney threw it
taking designation in a ‘97 film
64 Requiring 15 What you might 43 Culinary
conserving take a walk to get go-between
20 __ minute 44 French writer
DOWN 22 Eminent of "Facts are
1 Go around shock-wave stubborn things”
2 One no longer studier 48 Consumed
crawling 23 Appropriate 50 Alternative to
3 Where the Rhine 25 Hajji's Peggy
rises destination 51 Three-syllable
4 Reset 26 Depression on a fruit
5 Some external trunk 52 Totally in
adipose tissue 27 Chips or 54 Male mink
6 Itbegan scratches 55 Restrain
as United 29 You can buy 56 Picked out
Independent them for abouta 57 Division sharer
Broadcasters buck with ATL and PHI
(1927) 31 Stop lying 59 Cell ancestor
7 Dock denizen 32 Precipitation 60 Top _
2 [3 [4 |5 [6 [7 [8 [@ [i0 11 [12 [13
14 15
16
18
21
5 (26 |27
33 34
37
40 41
42 43 |44 45
48 49 50
52 53 54 (55 (56
59 |60

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2022 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.cCOM 11/12/22
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ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLI

A SLICE OF ANTHOLOGY

With gratitude this Thanksgiving, come
pick up a magie—from—scratch pie and stay
for a tour. When you call in to RSVP for

your tour, you can choose between an

apple or pumpkin pie. Come get a taste
of how our assisted |iving and memory care

community helps you continue your life story.

This will be a socially distanced event. Masks required. ’

Continue Your Life Story With Us
ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE
44600 Five Mile Rd. / Northville, M|
Assisted Living | Memory Care

AnthologyMichigan.com

ar NORTRVILLE
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USA TODAY

Novi volleyball’s Vellucci, Hoffman
have family to thank for success

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For Sarah Vellucci and Kaitlyn Hoff-
man, it starts with family.

The two Novi volleyball players made
it official during a national signing day
event Nov. 9 at the high school: Vellucci

Sk e e | o

joined Long Beach State, while Hoffman
is headed to Ohio State.

Not bad for two players ranked in the
top 10 of the 2023 class in Michigan, ac-
cording to PrepDig.com.

But when you unravel the journeys it
took to get to this day, it's awe-inspiring
that both even made it this far.

Take Vellucci, for example.

Day on Aug. 12. TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

How Andy LaFata quit coaching
Canton football the right way

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

It’s probably cliche by now that play-
ing high school football is more about
the life lessons you learn along the way
than anything else.

But here’s another lesson we can
learn from former Canton coach Andy
LaFata. '

Yes, former coach.

He let his players know following
Week 9’s 50-14 victory over Livonia
Churchill that he was stepping down.
That's a 15-year coaching career at Can-
ton, which includes leading the Chiefs
for the past five seasons as the head

b5

coach with a 29-20 record. We can call it
19 years if we include his 4 years as a
player there.

For a long time, he’s been driving
from his home in the Lake Orion area to
teach and coach at Canton. And if those
1 hour-plus drives (both to and from)
sound exhausting to you, imagine the
toll it’s taken on him over the years.

That’'s why he interviewed for an
opening at Lake Orion Community
Schools 3 months ago. The intérview ac-
tually took place the same day as Can-
ton’s pre-season scrimmage in August.

And Lake Orion let him know that it
wanted to hire him mere hours before
the Chiefs’ Week 1 game kicked off.

Yes, that’s quite a dilemma.

It wouldn’t have been shocking to see
her join the family business.

Her father, Mark, grew up playing in
the North American Hockey League and
has made a career out of coaching the
sport. He most recently spent the past
nine seasons coaching Novi's high
school varsity.

Her uncle, Mike, bounced around the

Canton coach Andrew LaFata speaks with the media during the Kensington Lakes Activities Association Football Media

Should he stay or should he go?

“It was definitely the elephant in the
room,” LaFata told Hometown Life this
week. “There was no way I could've
said no to their offer. But I couldn’t just
leave the team and all of the good peo-
ple that depended on me. But then
they said, ‘Hang on. We can work this
out. They subbed-out the job until the
end of the football season. That right
there told me everything I needed to
know about the people there. It’s tough
leaving the good people at Canton, but
I think I'm finding another group of
really good people to work with here at
Lake Orion.”

See LAFATA, Page 3B

i\ 2

minor leagues for years. And he even
had a cup of coffee in the NHL with the
Hartford Whalers. He went on to be
come a coach and climbed the ladder.
He's currently an assistant with the
Pittsburgh Penguins.

Plus her cousins and brother have

See SUCCESS, Page 2B

Why Cass
Tech-Belleville’s
Div. 1 football
semifinal will
be historic

Mick McCabe
Special to Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

There he was, Steve Kossak — who
learned he would be Clarkston'’s start-
ing quarterback about 3 p.m. Friday
when his mother told him — taking the
second down snap at the 3-yard line
and backing away from center with 18
seconds left and the Wolves trailing,
33-28.

This was the biggest play of his life,
and suddenly he found himself on the
ground.

“When I rolled out,” he said, “I
tripped over my left guard’s foot.”

Kossak’s body language was terri-
ble. It was as if he had just lost the
game for his team. .

“That’s what I thought,” he said.
“Then it occurred to me that I needed
to spike the ball.”

Quickly, Kossak snapped out of his
funk, took another snap from center
and clocked the ball, stopping the
clock with 6 seconds left and the ball at
the 8-yard line.

Clarkston coach Justin Pintar had
called for a pass play when Kossak
tripped.

“We went from hopefully having
three plays to try to win the game,” Pin
tar said, “to having only one shot to
win it.”

Adams had called a timeout after
the spike and it gave the Wolves a
chance to be certain which play to run.

Parker Picot, Adam’s all-everything
quarterback/defensive back, had been
switched to defend 6-foot-6 Brody Ko
sin, who had earlier caught a 14-yard
TD pass from Kossak on a fourth:
and-9 play.

That is when junior sensation Des
man Stephens realized he better be
ready to become a local hero (if he
hadn'’t already accomplished that, but
more on that later).

“We knew Parker would be on Bro-
dy, who we usually throw the fade to,”
Stephens said. “So Stevie locked in
and threw a great ball to the outside,
‘and I caught it.”

 There were only 1.8 seconds left
when Stéphens caught the ball and
gave Clarkston a 36-33 victory over
Adams, sending the Wolves into Sat
urday’s 1 p.m. Division 1 semifinal
against Caledonia.

Pintar was quite surprised that Kos
sak was the starter, even though he
took all of the snaps in Thursday’s
practice after starter Mike Hein’s hip
began giving him trouble.

See SEMIFINAL, Page 2B
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success

Continued from Page 1B

played or are still playing the sport.
Surely, she would’ve been a natural giv-
en how much time she’s spent in hockey
rinks watching her family over the
years, right?

“I do love hockey — I really do love
hockey,” Sarah said. “Part of me actually
wishes 1 grew up playing it. But I can’t
actually skate, which is kind of crazy
with my family.”

Oris it?

Several of the Vellucci girls have ac-
tually grown up playing volleyball. Most
notably, Sarah’s cousin, Kelly Vellucci,
garnered all-state honors after helping
Livonia Stevenson make it to the elite
eight in 2011. She later went on to play
four seasons at Saginaw Valley State.

“All of my cousins played volleyball
growing up,” Sarah added. “So 1 went
and watched them, and I was like, ‘Oh
my gosh. This is so cool’” So I kind of
took after them, and 1 have them to
credit with me wanting to play volley-
ball.”

That led to Sarah signing up, and here
we are.

She was one of 10 girls nominated for
Michigan’s Miss Volleyball award earlier
this fall.

She’s been one of the top liberos in
the state for Legacy Volleyball Club over
the years, though she was asked to play
outside hitter for Novi because she’s 6-
foot tall.

The Wildcats saw their season end
with a 3-0 loss to rival Northville in the
Division 1 district championship. So
she’ll likely never hit again.

And as far as starting a last-minute
hockey career, that’s out of the question
as well. She’s graduating early from No-
vi so she can join LBSU’s team next se-
mester.

“I do love hockey. It's probably my fa-
vorite sport to watch, which is bad to say
because I play volleyball,” she joked.

Hoffman has her older sister, Molly,
to thank for her success in the sport.

Growing up, whatever Molly was do-
ing, that’s what Kaitiyn wanted to do as
well.

That’s what led Kaitlyn to gymnas-
tics at a young age. And when Molly
gave up tumbling to try volleyball in
middle school, Kaitlyn was right behind
her.

Semifinal

Continued from Page 18

Hein has a hip problem that flares up
from time to time. Kossak actually had
started three games before this, but
Hein assured him he would be fine by
Friday.

“Thursday is when it happened, but
we're still kind of hopeful,” Pintar said.
“Ourtrainerdidn’t think it was very seri-
ous. He went home, but the next day he
couldn’t move it and couldn’t do this and
that.”

Kossak got the news of his starting
assignment from his mother because,
well, moms know everything.

“His mom texted my mom,” he said.
“Well, I was just in shock. She told me.
and I was like: ‘OK, here we go. I guess |
gotta get ready for the game.”

Kossak started off like he was still in
shock; not playing as well as he had ear-
lier in the season.

“It was kind of slow at first, 1 thought
it was nervousness,” Stephens said.
“Everybody was like: ‘Oh, crap, this is
going to be a long game.’ But eventually
he locked in and it was up from there.”

That is when Stephens began to write
his story in Clarkston lore.

After Adams had taken a 14-7 lead,
Stephens returned the ensuing kickoff
83 yards to tie the game.

“They were kicking it left and they
kept sending a bunch of pressure so we
set up a return to the right side,” Ste-
phens said. “I followed my blocks and I
got to the end zone.”

Stephens, who has offers from Pur-
due and a slew of Mid-American Con-
ference schools, is one of those guys
who is as fast as he has to be in any par-
ticular situation.

Trailing 21-14, Stephens was handed
the ball, but threw a 38-yard TD pass to
Cole Church to tie the game.

“We kept running that end around
sweep to me and we knew they might
get a little greedy and try to come up on
the run,” Stephens explained. “But he
ictually guarded him pretty well. So I
told him to keep going upfield because
he kind of stopped. Then he wiggled by

ind got open.”

That Stephens had the wherewithal
to actually wave the receiver deeper was
amazing

He kind of kept answering with big
plays,” Pintar said. “He’s a really talent

-
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Sarah Vellucci and Kaitlyn Hoffman with Novi volleyball coach Kacy Byron during a National Signing Day event Nov. 9.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Ohio State volleyball signee Hoffman
with her family.

Semifinals schedule

Here are the 11-player matchups, with
games Saturday at 1 p.m. unless noted.

Division 1

Caledonia (11-1) vs. Clarkston (10-2) at
East Lansing.

Belleville (12-0) vs. Detroit Cass Tech
(9-3) at Novi, Friday, 7 p.m.

Division 2

Grand Rapids Forest Hills Central (12-0)
vs. Dexter (12-0) at Portage Northern.

Birmingham Groves (9-3) at Warren De
La Salle (11-1) at Troy Athens.

Division 3

DeWitt (9-3) vs. Muskegon (10-2) at
Greenville.

Detroit King (8-3) vs. Mason (12-0) at
Westland Glenn.

Division 4
Edwardsburg (11-1) vs. Grand Rapids

South Christian (12-0) at Battle Creek
Harper Creek.

ed kid and his football IQ is really excel-
lent. A lot of kids would have panicked
and just thrown it.” .

It seems sacrilegious to be this deep
into the story without having men-
tioned Clarkston sensation Ethan Clark,
who has run for over 2,500 yards this
season and over 5,000 for his career.

He gained 212 yards and on the final
drive, it was Clark who led the charge to
get into position for Kossak’s TD pass.

“He tends to kind of heat up as games
go on,” Pintar said. “It was weird be-
cause it was a game he had over 200
yards and it didn’t even feel like it was
that good.”

With a runner like Clark, Kossak
didn’t have to win the game for Clark-
ston — but in a way, he did just that.

“He didn’t throw as well as he’s capa-
ble of,” Pintar said, “other than the cou-
ple of touchdowns on fourth downs that
we needed to have.”

But the most impressive thing about
Kossak was something he didn’t do after
he tripped and fell to the ground.

“Most kids would shut down after
that, they would be so dejected,” Pintar
said. “And he put it on the back burner

4
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“I actually played basketball for 6
months, too, but it was not going well, so
[ just switched to volleyball after that,”
the defensive specialist said. “I had lit-
erally no idea that I'd get to this point. I
think I always knew after my 13s year (in
travel) that I wanted to play at the high-
est level I could, and it was always a
dream of mine to go to a D-I school.”

Kaitlyn’s first foray into volleyball
was at clinics. One clinic at Legacy Vol-
leyball Club is what got her noticed.

She wasn’t the best player on the
floor. But she showed athleticism. And
Legacy'’s coaches took note of that. She
was asked to join one of their travel
teams not long after that training ses-
sion.

She got to play alongside some of the
best players in Michigan. And being
around players such as Ann Arbor Sky-
line’s Harper Murray, the No. 1-ranked
player in the country, was an eye-open-
er for Kaitlyn. Not only did playing with
those types of athletes help elevate her
game but it showed her what it took to
be a Big Ten-caliber of player.

Goodrich (11-1) vs. Riverview (12-0) at
Rochester.

Division §

Gladwin (12-0) vs. Grand Rapids
Catholic Central (11-1) at Ithaca.

Birmingham Detroit Country Day (8-3)
vs. Frankenmuth (12-0) at Lapeer.

Division 6

Negaunee (12-0) vs. Reed City (11-1) at
Gaylord.

Clinton (12-0) vs. Grand Rapids West
Catholic (11-1) at Coldwater.

Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis (12-0) vs. New
Lothrop (10-2) at Clare.

Napoleon (12-0) vs. Jackson Lumen
Christi (9-3) at Chelsea.

Division 8

Iron Mountain (11-1) vs. Ubly (12-0) at
Petoskey.

Clarkston Everest (9-3) vs. Ottawa Lake
Whiteford (12-0) at Woodhaven.

and moved on to the next play.”

And the play after the play after is the
one Kossak will remember for the rest of
his life.

“My friends texted me the play,” he
said. “I've probably watched it 30
times.”

Historic semifinal in Division 1

For the first time since 1989, we will
have a Friday night semifinal when De-
troit Cass Tech and defending Division1
state champ Belleville meet at Novi. The
7 p.m. game will be televised by Bally
Sports. .

The last semifinal played on a Friday
night was the infamous “Ice Bowl
Game” between Farmington Hills Harri-
son and East Grand Rapids at Flint At-
wood Stadium.

When Harrison coach John Herring-
ton gave his starting lineup to the P.A.
announcer he asked: “Do you want our
goalie?”

Before the start of the second quar-
ter, referee Joe Kavulich stopped the
game, saying it was unsafe to continue.
But former Michigan High School Ath-
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She ended her career as the eighth-
best recruit in the state in the 2023
class.

“I think I was a little scared going into
that, but I think I adjusted pretty well to
the level of play,” she said. “I think going
onto the 13s team, I was surprised at the
level it took to get up the level where ev-
eryone else was at. Like, Harper was so
good. But I feel like I've always been
pretty athletic. I've always had a really
good work ethic. I've just always had
that drive and motivation to get better
and the want to spend the extra hours in
the gym.”

Of course, Kaitlyn’s excited about
joining Ohio State because of how much
she enjoys being around the coaching
staff. And she’s excited to study at one
of the best universities in the country.

But would it shock you to find out
that's where Molly attends college as
well?

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter. @folsom-
brandonj.

letic Association executive director Jack
Roberts ordered the game to continue.

Harrison won, 3-2, and the next week
defeated DeWitt in a thriller, 28-27, in
the final game of Mill (The Thrill) Cole-
man’s illustrious career.

Clinton pulls off stunner
in Division 6

With 10:06 left to play in the third
quarter, Clinton trailed Warren Michi-
gan Collegiate, 24-6, and coach Casey
Randolph could have been forgiven if he
began to think about where he was go-
ing to spend this week deer hunting.

“It didn’t look good, for sure,” Ran-
dolph said. “We would stop them and
stop them and then they would rip off
third-and-long runs of 65 and 57 yards.
We felt we had things adjusted, but kids
would make simple mistakes and they
took it house.”

Collegiate was about to add another
touchdown when Nik Shadley managed
to come up with the play of the season
and wound up with the ball at the Clin-
ton 7-yard line.

“Honestly, he had the tackle, ripped
the ball and was able to jump on,” Ran-
dolph said. “I don’t know how he kept
ahold of it because he’s all of 140
pounds. He's a tough nut. I think that
was the backbreaker for them and
springboarded us into having a chance
to make the comeback.”

That led to a 93-yard drive with Andy
Fair passing to Bradyn Lehman.

Clinton looked to be in serious trou-
ble again when Collegiate scored with
8:21left in the fourth quarter for a 30-18
lead. Then Shadley caught a 20-yard TD
pass.

“We never stopped playing the game,
we never hung our heads,” Randolph
said. “We kept playing defense, kept
grinding towards some different things
offensively that allowed us to move the
ball quicker.”

A high snap from the center forced
the Collegiate punter to run, but he went
nowhere, leading to a 5-yard Lehman
run for a 31-30 victory.

Making the comeback more impres-
sive: neither team runs a spread offense
that features quick-strike touchdowns
and it occurred in a Division 6 regional
final.

“Especially in that high caliber of a
game and the type of offenses both
teams run, we're both dominantly pow-
er run offenses,” Randolph said.

Ld 4




MEET THE 2022 ALL-KLAA FOOTBALL TEAM

Bryce Underwood, Belleville, @B,
Soph.

Jeremiah Beasley, Belleville, LB/RB, Jr.

Dennis Crawford, Belleville, DB/WR,
Sr.

Jeremiah Warren, Belleville, DL/OL, Sr.

Camden Weaver, Belleville, DL/OL, Sr.
Nathaniel Johnson, Belleville, OL, Jr.
Julian Johnson, Belleville, WR, Jr.
Kevin Simes, Belleville, WR, Jr.
Ronald Jackson, Belleville, DL/OL, Jr.
Brayden Lane, Belleville, K, Soph.
Mychal Yharbrough, Belleville, DB/
WR, Sr. :

Hunter Harding, Brighton, LB, Sr.
Griffin Bell, Brighton, LB, Sr.

Ryan Velarde, Brighton, DB, Sr.

Nick Thalacker, Brighton, DL, Sr.
Andrew Stewart, Brighton, DB, Sr.
Jack Gregorich, Brighton, DB, Sr.
Mason Millhouse, Brighton, WR, Sr.
Ashton Tomassi, Brighton, WR, Sr.
Colin McKernan, Brighton, QB, Sr.
Carson Shrader, Brighton, RB, Sr.
Jack Storey, Brighton, OL, Sr.
Antonio Correa, Canton, LB, Sr.
Andon Locke, Canton, LB, Sr.

Devon Pettus, Canton, RB, Jr.

Caleb Wwilliams, Canton, DB, Jr.
Adam Saleh, Dearborn, QB/DB, Sr.
Noah Dobert, Dearborn, RB/DB, Sr.
Cameron Smalley, Dearborn, OL/DL,
St

Hassan Sareini, Dearborn, LB/RB, Jr.
Evin Fencil, Dearborn, DE/TE, Jr.

Ali Homayed, Dearborn, OL/DL, Jr.
Brady Isaacson, Dearborn, DE/TE, Jr.
Hussein Beydoun, Dearborn Fordson,
RB/DB, Sr.

Mohamed Traboulsi, Dearborn Ford-
son, DE, Sr.

Mstafa Aljanaby, Dearborn Fordson,
WR, Soph.

Joey Mattord, Hartland, OLB/RB, Sr.
Chase Kern, Hartland, LB, Sr.
Vincent Cox, Hartland, OL/DL, Sr.
Mitch Cavanaugh, Hartland, WR/LB,
Sr.

Luke Dibert, Hartland, DT, Sr.
Jaxson Wilson, Hartland, DE/TE, Sr.
Bobby Kanka, Howell, DE/TE, Soph.
Nolan Nelson, Howell, OL/DL, Sr.
Carter Kraft, Howell, LB, Sr.

John Lovich, Howell, DB, Sr.

Jayden Allen, Livonia Churchill, WR,
Sr.

Justin Lynch, Livonia Churchill, OL, Sr.
JD Bates, Livonia Franklin, QB, Sr.
Tyler Garrett, Livonia Franklin, WR/
DB, Sr.

Best DeSign - Best Product - Best Price - Best Wafranty

What Our Custemess are Saying

: % Al American Gutter Protection’s Qutter guard

[ systom Is the bes! 8 Islam on the market. Very
robust, extremely effective, and barely visible
with 8 lifetime warranty. Cost is comparable
to systems of much lower quality. Installers
were prompt, courteous, and cautions. Highly
recommended. sy

Mm lumm i

/ 0%
% Financing
Available

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is
finished and you're completely satisfied.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.

We guarantee that our products will keep
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for
the rest of the life of your home

Competitive Pricing & Discounts.
20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior
citizen & military discounts.

m O 5 &

Jacob Goria, Livonia Franklin, DL, Jr.
Owen Hawley, Livonia Franklin, OL,
Sr.

Jon Jasionowski, Livonia Franklin,
DB, Jr.

Drew Kelbert, Livonia Franklin, TE, Jr.

Cordel Mabins, Livonia Franklin, RB,
Sr.

Dominic Simpson, Livonia Franklin,
DB/RB, Sr.

Sam White, Livonia Franklin, LB, Sr.
Charlie Davidek, Livonia Stevenson,
DL/OL, Sr.

Ar’Jon Thompson, Livonia Steven-
son, QB/DB, Jr.

Aiden Nolan, Livonia Stevenson,
WR/DB, Jr.

Owen Reed, Livonia Stevenson, LB/
TE, Sr.

Nihad Ajdarpasic, Livonia Stevenson,

DL, Sr.

Bryce Cunningham, Livonia Steven-
son, OL/DL, Jr.

Max Anderson, Northville, S, Sr.
Evan Deak, Northville, OLB, Jr.
Graham Gilmartin, Northville, OL, Jr.
Zach Groot, Northville, CB, Sr.
Ferris Jordan, Northville, DL, Jr.
Hunter Ladach, Northville, OLB, Sr.
Caleb Moore, Northville, RB, Jr.
Luca Prior, Northville, QB, Sr.
Angelo Rodriguez, Northville, WR,
Sr.

Niko Krall, Novi, LB, Sr.

Luke Aurillia, Novi, WR/DB, Sr.
Preston Phimister, Novi, OL/DL, Sr.
Caleb Walker, Novi, QB, Jr.

Boden Fernsler, Novi, WR, Jr.

Cole Shires, Novi, RB/LB, Sr.
Martez Langford, Novi, RB/DB, Sr.
Jaxson McCaig, Plymouth, RB/LB/
DB, Jr.

Luc Damiani, Plymouth, WR/DB/K/P,
Jr.

Orlando Daniels, Plymouth, TE/DE,
Sr.

Evan Cosgrove, Plymouth, RB/LB, Sr.
Robert Jones Jr, Salem, RB, Sr.
Dwayne Jones, Wayne Memorial,
WR/RB, Jr.

Xavier Spadacini, Westland John
Glenn, RB/LB/DB, Sr.

Damon Powers, Westland John
Glenn, RB/LB/DB, Jr.

Connor LeCourt, Westland, John
Glenn, TE/DE, Sr.

Mike Boyd, Westland, John Glenn,
OT/DT, Sr.

" The ONLY Gutter Guard

GUARANTEED
to Collect All Rain Water

Call Today and Receive FREE GUTTER
CLEANING with your Gutter Guard Install

248-657-7136
FREE ESTIMATES
, End gUtf[er cleaning forever!

P

Save up to HALF the Price of Major Competitors!

Limited Time Offer. Cannat be combined with any other offer. Call for details.
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LaFata

Continued from Page 1B

LaFata's final day teaching at Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Schools is
in early November.

So, yes, he stuck it out.

But he told virtually nobody about
his new job.

Not his 3-6 team, which was endur-
ing quite the rebuild with 19 new ju
niors and sophomores starting for the
first time. It would've been easy to
walk away from that situation, espe-
cially when the injuries started piling
up.

Not former Canton coach Tim Bae-
chler, a Michigan High School Football
Coaches Association Hall of Famer
who mentored LaFata over the years.

Not even his assistants.

“We were shocked when he actually
told the coaching staff after Week 8,”
eighth-year Canton assistant Steve
Robb said. “I don’t even know if his
mom knew, and she’s one of our big-
gest fans and comes to all the games. |
don’t think anybody knew. We expect-
ed Andy to tell the kids leading up to
Week 9 against Churchill. He didn’t.
His focus was on preparing for the
game. He didn’t want any distractions
for the players. We played well, and he
told them after the game. That’s the
kind of guy Andy is. He’s a players-first
coach, and that was the way he han-
dled it with our team.”

LaFata hasn’t had a fall Friday night
off since 2007. By the time he was a ju-
nior at Eastern Michigan University, he
was making the drives from Ypsilanti
to the Chiefs’ practices and working as
an assistant under Baechler.

And those drives could’ve been a lot
worse had Robb gotten his way.

Twice, Robb tried luring LaFata
away from Canton to work on his staff
when he was a head coach elsewhere.

“I first met him in about 2010 when
he was about 22 years old,” said Robb,
who just finished his 44th year coach-
ing. “I was impressed. Even back then,
he was one of the best offensive line
coaches I've ever been around. I
thought that right away when he was
22 years old. I tried to steal him and get
him to come to Milan with me. And
then I tried to get him to come to (Dear-
born) Divine Child with me. He's just a
great teacher of technique, and he real-
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ly knows his Xs and Os

While LaFata hasn't ruled out getting
back into coaching in the future, he has
no immediate plans to coach. He hasn't
been asked to join Lake Orion’s football
staff, nor has any of the other nearby
teams asked him to come aboard.

“There’s no athletics involved with
this decision,” he added. “It was just a
career decision.”

LaFata said being done with football
has been a surreal feeling as this was his
first week not game-planning for an up-
coming opponent. The Chiefs missed
qualifying for the postseason for the
first time since 2007.

And that, right there, speaks to why
leaving Canton was such a hard deci
sion.

There will always be talent within the
program. Competing for a state champi
onship is always a possibility.

“If this was a football decision, I nev
er would have left,” LaFata said. “But
with the opportunity to work at Lake
Orion, I had to do what was best for my
self and my family. I drove to Canton ev
ery day for the past 6 or 7 years. When
you add my young kids into the mix, it
was just how many years can you keep
on doing this? Without kids, I can do it.
With two young kids, it’s getting to be a
little much. Sometimes I couldn’t get to
our JV games because that meant miss-
ing another night with them.

“I had to ask myself: What do you
want your next 15 years to look like?
That’s how I looked at it. I had been
there for 15 years and got everything |
could have ever asked out of it. What
more is out there? It's time to try and
find that. I didn’t want to leave the kids I
know there. But had I stayed, there
would've been the next group of kids
that I wouldn't have wanted to leave,
too.”

Quitting a job is never easy.

But LaFata, gracefully, stuck the
landing.

Even though life would’ve been easi-
er for him had he quit coaching in Week
1, he grit through the rebuilding process.
He showed up to practices. He game-
planned with his assistants. He gave the
Chiefs everything he had. And he kept
the distractions away from them until
after the season.

LaFata did it the right way, and his
players will only benefit from having
watched how he handled such a chal-
lenging experience.

Twitter: @folsombrandonj.
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@ Beem CARPET& FLOORING

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

With F mpire;

- NEW FLOORS BY THANKSGIVING

$50

Product o

C

You Can Get

ROOM

Buy 1 Room. Get Carpet Hardwood. Vinyl. and
Laminate for All Other Rooms for $50” in Each!

Sch'edule a FREE In-Home Estimate!

call 888-330-0634
or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.

*Purchase highest value room at regutar price
laminate for all other rooms of equal or lesser value fc
and materials. Promotion do ot apply to stair

may not be sold separate from ir ilat Reside
/a1labIl€ a1l areas d thr I

al xcept CA. MA |

and get sele ty f carpet,t i ) nd
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BEST PRICES »

BES’TPARIS * BEST WARRANIY

“I love our new garage door that Al Garage

installed. It looks beautiful — gives our house

nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and
\ is insulated so the garage stays warmer. | highly
i recommend them”

—Donna N - Detroit, MI

ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

12 MONTHS  Fivvcive HRoug
INO INTEREST £ &6tFi =

* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call
for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer.
Cannot be combined with any other offers or past
purchases. Exp.11/30/2022

9 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$

2. Tighter door security keeps you safe

3. Weather & critter protection

4. Upgraded curb appeal

3. Increase home value

Same Day Service © Evenings & Weekends - No Exira Charge @ 24/7 Service e Military, AAA, Senior, AARP
Discounts Residential @ Doing Business Since 1998
e Family Owned & Operated e Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

*Subject to credit
approval, restrictions
apply call for details

;A'ﬂm r

LiftMaster L

GNTRG AYIC

GARAGE DOOR e S vt i
TUNE UP SPECIAL FREE ‘ﬂg@ QF; ‘?% QFF
U % ESTIMATES REPLACE AN SPRING

CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS) EXISTING OPENER REPLACEMENT

Wh(h 1his coupon ot valid with other e Wi this coupon Mol valid with other otfers

o oo pachases bpes 1002
SERVICING ALL OF METRO DE1ROLT

Hith this coupon Mot valid wrth athes otfers
o prior purchases. Expres 11302022

th 11vs coupon. Not valid wilh cthes offers
_ 0y puthages Erpies 1LA0R0Z

o i purchases, Expires | 13020

SCAN TD
SCHEDULE SERVICE

248-864-5559

LeafGuarde

Cet il. And forgei it

Does not mclude cost ot materr

5% OH Instailatlon

LeafGuard has
been awarded the
Good Housekeeping
Seal of Approval
for 15 straight years

LeatGuard® is guaranteed never to clog or we’ll ¢clean it for free
@ Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needles and debris
@ Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters

@ Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

Call now for your free estimate! 248.372.9939

' BLACK FRIDAY

» Window and Door Sale! «— —!

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

i L
| S FULLSERACE WDOY & D008 REFLACEMERT

When it comes to
protection from the
elements, your windows
are as essential as your
roof and walls. Safeguard
your home against drafts
and replace your windows
and doors before winter.

Limited appointments available!
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Bl 734-335-8036

RENEWAL Mumiy
b q aLUuR

UL SERVICE WINDOW 5 DOGR REPLACMENT

FFER: Offer expires 12/10/2022. You must set your appointment by 11/28/2022 and purchase by 12/10/2022. Not valid with other
purchases Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (T) window or entry/patio door 50% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly
you purchase four (4) or more windows or enttry/patio doors between 11/1/2022 and 12/10/2022. 50% off windows and

2y terest when

b 00rS ar than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans
Milttary unt equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all ather discounts, no mmimum purchase

)| Interest s billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the

X eriod Financing for Greendky® consumer loan progr rovided by federally insured, federal and state chartered
without regard to age, race . religion, natiorial origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a

ailable at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area See your local Renewal by Andersen location

yme Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated “ENERGY STAR”
nmental Protection Agency “Menewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of
oration All rights reserved ©2022 Lead Surge LLC All nights reserved

ber available request

Anderser

i ‘ e

thEAR

“Hoovar Eleciric has always given us prommpt.
courtecus service. We have been biessed tobe ¢
customer lof many years. Gary and his team always  §
get ta the [ssue quickly and complete the job in 2
1imely manner. Wouldn't call anyone else:”

Waived
With Repair

‘ with other offers *With coupon

$89

*With coupon.
Cannot be combined
with other offers

$39 Off

*With coupon
Cannot be comhlned

$59 Off

*With coupon.

Expires 11/30/22 Expires 11/30/22

Bxpires 11/30/22 Expires 11/30/22 ‘m
B B N T B

New A/C & Furnace System

SAV E |

18 Month:
No Interest

BOEIR wsreven v s

sk *Restrictions apply

*Sefect Systems Apply. with approved credit. See Hoover for det; ui 8
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3DAYBLINIFS

YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

5&5

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

CALL TO SCHEDULE

FREE in-home design consultation
with no obligation!

4-4001

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!"

*Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1qualifying window covering and

receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal ser value at 50% off! Offer excludes installation, sales tax, shipping

. and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount. Offer Code BGXB, Expires 12/31/22.
3 Arizona 321056 California 1005986 Connecticut HIC 0644950
; New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. Pennsylvania PA107656 Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. Count
es: Nassau inty, NY HO1073 Rockland NY H-12401-34 nsed tt reat Win vices

Virginia 2 72¢ t / ar ty Licens:

#1 BASEMENT FINISHING COMPANY IN AMERICA

Plan your basement
remodel and your '

next family vacation.
FREE VACATION WITH PURCHAS!E‘*

RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE SALESPERS@N FOR MORE DETAILS,

matri:

HOME SOLUTIONS

KALAMAZOO/GRAND RAPIDS, MI
MILWAUKEE METRO

DETROIT, Ml
CHICAGO METRO

S

e
H

KURTIS

KITCHEN

¢
<§0

& BATH

; EXPRESS BATHROGM
)El

~

REMOI

¢ N P L

- EXPRESS BATHROOMS
v 4R KURTIS

KETOCHEN & BATH

3

e PREMIUM SE;LECTION OF AMERICAN MADE
MATERIALS FROM INDUSTRY LEADING BRANDS |

s HIGH PRIORITY SCHEDULING WITH EXPEDITED
INSTALLATION : ’

e AFFORDABLY PRICED

LL

o

CALL TO SET UP A CONSULTATION

248-450-6253

Hear Michigan
~ Formerly Belsono
31160 Five Mile Road,
 Livonia, M1 48154

Hear Michigan
; Formerly Belsono
30128 Harper Ave., #1,
#1, St. Clair Shores,
MI 48082

* Before you know it, holiday parties, gifi-giving. and

family get-togethers will be here. But if you have trouble
hearing, those season’s greetings and cheer might be
missed — the team at Hear Michigan is dedicated to
providing exceptional hearing solutions to suit your needs,
lifestyle, and budget

Hear Michigan
~ Hear Michigan
~ Formerly Advanced

Hearing Instruments
17425 Fort Street,
Ml Riverview, M1 48193

Expires 11/30/2022

Helping you hear better.

HEAR MICHIGAN -

CENTERS

Give us a call:
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This undersized sophomore helped
the Falcons win a regional title

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Somebody needed to make a play.

Anybody.

It didn’t matter who.

The defense just needed to get off the field without
giving up a score.

Joshua Woods had been putting the Birmingham
Groves football team on his back all night long
throughout the Falcons’ 32-25 victory over Livonia
Franklin in the Oct. 11 Division 2 regional champion-
ship:

Whenever the Patriots put points on the score-
board, the senior running back countered with some
fierce rushing.

Woods plowed through a pile, broke five would-be
tackles (yes, seriously, five) and raced 48 yards to
erase an 18-17 halftime deficit and put the Falcons
ahead once and for all with 27.8 seconds left in the
third quarter.

And then he busted a 78-yard TD run to make it a
two-score lead midway through the fourth. However,
as he crossed the goal line, with two Patriots draped on
him, he suffered an injury so severe that he never saw
the field again. He spent the rest of the night getting his
calves worked on by trainers on the sideline.

Of course, Franklin responded with quarterback JD
Bates tossing an 18-yard TD pass to Dominic Simpson.

And then the Patriots got a stop on defense be-
cause, honestly, Woods wasn’t there to carry the load.

Franklin's offense took over on the 31-yard line with
one timeout and 2:31 remaining.

One score, and this Round 3 playoff game was head-
ed to overtime.

“They’re (Franklin) a great team, and they’re well-
coached,” said coach Brendan Flaherty, who's in his
22nd season leading Groves. “I just knew we had to
come up and make a play. But, honestly, we've been
preparing for overtime all week. We were ready to go
for overtime if we had to. I just thought somebody
would rise up and make a play, and they did.”

Here's what you need to know about Bates.

He's the perfect QB. Which is saying something be-
cause he entered this season with an almost impos-
sible task. He was asked to replace Zac Olesuk at the
position after Olesuk had just led the Patriots to a state
semifinal in 2021.

Game after game, Bates found his groove. And the
senior never, ever made mistakes. He’s one of the best
game managers, and we don’t mean that in the way an
NFL analyst talks about middle-of-the-road QBs. He
just handles each key down and distance with moxie.
He’s always prepared for the pressure. And he rarely
turns over the ball.

Groves gave Franklin over 2 minutes to go 69 yards
to knot the score and force overtime. If you're picking
anyone to make that happen, it’s going to be Bates.

That’s why it was shocking when the least likely of
defenders came up with a game-clinching intercep-
tion at midfield, which allowed the Falcons’ offense to
kneel out the remaining 88 seconds and punched their
ticket to next week’s state semifinal game against de-
fending stafe champion Warren De La Salle. It’s their
third final-four trip under Flaherty.

Or was it really that shocking?

Coming up with the heads-up interception was Ai-
den Leung, who had actually fallen on a game-saving
fumble in the red zone against rival Birmingham Sea-
holm in last week’s district final.

And it was easy for Franklin to pick on Leung.

For one, on the opposite side of him is future all-
state cornerback Chris Little. Little is about as shut-
down as they came in high school. Time after time,
he’s come up with interceptions and drive-ending

MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS SCORES FROM REGIONAL FINALS

Saturday Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis

Division 1 63, Ithaca O

BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

pass breakups. There’s no way the Patriots were want-
ing to throw toward Little Island.

“I wouldn’t throw toward him or his way,” Flaherty
agreed.

And, for two, Leung is just a sophomore. A 5-foot-8,
150-pound one at that. He doesn’t have a ton of experi-
ence playing varsity football, despite being on the
team a year ago.

Plus, Leung got banged up earlier in the game. He
had actually missed about a half dozen plays before he
was sent back out on defense for the game’s last stand.

It wasn’t surprising to see Franklin pass his way two
plays in arow on that final drive. But nor was it surpris-
ing to see him read Bates’ eyes and put himself in a
position to ensure the Falcons the win.

“It’s justamazing,” Leung said. “It’s so special just to
be able to play with these guys and to just play football,
really.”

Hometown Life actually interviewed Leung a week
ago but foolishly didn’t use his quotes in the story.

So let’s correct that, huh?

Leung doesn’t look like much of an athlete because
of his size, but he’s one of the best at Groves. He start-
ed at catcher and center field for the Falcons’ baseball
team last spring.

Getting a taste of being a Big Man on Campus in-
spired him to give an extra effort during the off-season.
He went to as many voluntary baseball and football

Adams 33
Detroit Cass Tech 35,
Macomb Dakota 21

Grand Rapids Catholic
Central 42, Portland 19

Division 6
Division 2

Birmingham Groves’ Josh Woods rushes during a Division 2 football regional final Nov. 11 at Livonia Franklin.

Belleville 33, Novi Detroit
Catholic Central 10
Caledonia 42, Grand
Ledge 14

Division 3

Muskegon 27, Zeeland
West 20

Division 5

Gladwin 26, Oakridge
High School 8

Division 6

Negaunee 18, Gladstone
12

Reed City 6, Millington O

Division 8

Iron Mountain 34, Evart
33
Ubly 49, Fowler 7

8-Player semifinals
Division 1

Martin 212, Brown City 8
Division 2

Mendon 30, Morrice 14
Friday

Division 1

Clarkston 36, Rochester

Due to the holiday,
our office hours and
obituary placement
times may vary.

Please contact us at
800-926-8237 or
detroitobits@gannett.com
for further details.

Birmingham Groves 32,
Livonia Franklin 25
Dexter 42, Midland 7
Grand Rapids Forest Hills
Central 21, East Lansing
AL

Warren De La Salle 55,
Harrison Township L'Anse
Creuse 7

Division 3
DeWitt 29, Linden 16
Detroit King 22, Birming-

ham Brother Rice 12
Mason 42, Trenton 24

Division 4

Eddies Edwardsburg
Michigan 24, Hastings 14
Goodrich 40, Orchard
Lake St. Mary's Prep 20
Grand Rapids South
Christian 28, Whitehall 21
Riverview 45, Dearborn
Divine Child 35

Division 5

Birmingham Detroit
Country Day 44, Flat Rock
7§

Frankenmuth 49, Flint
Hamady 7

Clinton 31, Warren Michi-
gan Collegiate 30

Grand Rapids West
Catholic 37, Lansing
Catholic 7

Division 7

Jackson Lumen Christi 7,
Lawtoh 6

Napoleon 14,-Monroe St.
Mary Catholic Central 7
New Lothrop 29, Elkton-
Pigeon Bay Port Laker 20

Division 8

Clarkston Everest Col-
legiate 30, Sterling
Heights Parkway Chris-
tian 6

Whiteford 38, White Pi-
geon 26

State semifinal
schedule

11-player

All games Saturday at 1
p.m. unless noted.
Division 1

Caledonia (11-1) vs.
Clarkston (10-2) at East
Lansing.

workouts as he possibly could.

When fall camp came around, he battled to get on
the depth chart. And he even found himself in a three-
way battle for one of the starting cornerback spots
with Max Young and Carlos Jones.

By Week 3 of the season, he had won that starting
spot. He had done enough to impress defensive backs
coach John Curran. And Curran knows a little some-
thing about coaching that position. He’s only been do-
ing it at Groves since 1994.

“I just started doing a lot better and was a lot more
confident in my playing, and they put me there,” Leung
said. “But I just felt like I could hang with guys. I'm on
the smaller side, but with the position I play, I felt like I
needed the confidence to hang with them (Young and
Jones). We were rotating through the first few weeks.
And I've just been trying to fit in.”

So that’s two game-saving defensive plays Leung
has made in as many weeks, both of which led to the
Falcons hoisting trophies immediately afterward.

But perhaps his best play of the postseason was the
one he made after Groves beat Franklin.

Teammates Malachi Coleman, Avery Gach and
Morgan Goldberg surprised Flaherty by dousing him
with water after the trophy ceremony. In order to
sneak up on Flaherty, someone needed to stand in
front of the orange Gatorade bucket and make sure it
stayed hidden. And that was Leung.

Division 6

Negaunee (12-0) vs. Reed
City (11-1) at Gaylord.
Clinton (12-0) vs. Grand
Rapids West Catholic
(11-1) at Coldwater.

Belleville (12-0) vs. De-
troit Cass Tech (9-3) at
Novi, Friday, 7 p.m.

Division 2

Grand Rapids Forest Hills
Central (12-0) vs. Dexter
(12-0) at Portage North-
ern.

Birmingham Groves (9-3)
at Warren De La Salle
(11-1) at Troy Athens.

Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis
(12-0) vs. New Lothrop
(10-2) at Clare.

Napoleon (12-0) vs. Jack-
Divisiqn 3 son Lumen Christi (9-3)
DeWitt (9-3) vs. Muske- guativisea.
gon (10-2) at Greenville.
Detroit King (8-3) vs.
Mason (12-0) at Westland
Glenn.

Division 8

lron Mountain (11-1) vs.
Ubly (12-0) at Petoskey.
Clarkston Everest (9-3)
vs. Ottawa Lake White-
ford (12-0) at Wood-

Division 4
Edwardsburg (11-1) vs.

Grand Rapids South Ay
Christian (12-0) at Battle 8-player
Creek Harper Creek.

Goodrich (11-1) vs. River-  Division 1

view (12-0) at Rochester.
Division 5

Gladwin (12-0) vs. Grand
Rapids Catholic Central
(11-1) at Ithaca.
Birmingham Detroit
Country Day (8-3) vs.
Frankenmuth (12-0) at
Lapeer.

Merrill (12-0) vs. Martin
(12-0) at Superior Dome,
Marquette, Saturday, 11
a.m.

Division 2

Mendon (10-2) vs. Pow-
ers North Central (12-0)
at Superior Dome, Mar-
quette, Saturday, 2 p.m.
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Northville’s Ella Craggs sets during the Division 1 volleyball regional semifinal
Nov. 8 at Lincoln Park. TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Former Mercy player
helps Mustangs edge Marlins
in regional semifinals

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Around and around and around Sa-
rah Lindstrom spun.

It’s become a post-game tradition for
the second-year Northville volleyball
coach following important victories.
And Tuesday’s 3-1 win in the Division 1
regional semifinal over No. 8 Farming-
ton Hills Mercy was definitely an impor-
tant victory for the second-ranked Mus-
tangs.

What's the tradition?

Lindstrom carries with her a pink
staff that has a purple unicorn head at-
tached to the end of it. Her team huddles
around her while she spins in circles.
When she finally stops, she taps the uni-
corn end of the baton on the head of
whomever she deems worthy enough
for her Player of the Game honor.

And absolutely no one in Lincoln
Park’s gymnasium was surprised that
the majestic unicorn picked Ella Craggs
this time around.

It wasn’t because Craggs had the best
game out of all the Mustangs. Though,
as their starting setter the sophomore
certainly played a big role in pushing
them past the Marlins in a state cham-
pionship-caliber match.

You could actually argue that right-
side hitter Mallory Reck was the top per-
former, as, time and time again, the
sophomore came up with clutch kills to
help the Mustangs pull out each close-
call set.

While the final score may have looked
like an easy win, it certainly wasn't.
Northville edged Mercy 25-22, 25-23
and 25-21 in the sets they won and fell
just 25-23 in the third set. And Reck
came up with three pivotal kills and a
key tip down the stretch of the final set
to ensure her team would face Allen
Park in Thursday'’s regional final.

Yeah, yeah, Reck played awesome,
but you want to know why Lindstrom
picked Craggs as the Player of the Game
instead, right?

That's because Craggs used to be a
Marlin.

And she didn’t let playing against her
former squad get the best of her on such
a big stage.

“It's a really personal match for me,
obviously,” the 5-foot-9 setter said. “And
it felt really nice that we came out so
strong and were able to finish. | was def
initely really nervous for this game, but
I'm really glad we were able to pull
through. We knew they were a really
tough matchup and one of the hardest

A »

we had to get through, so I think we
can just keep going from here and,
hopefully, just push through to Battle
Creek.”

Craggs, who is actually the younger
sister of former Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral power forward Cooper Craggs,
who is now playing basketball at Oak-
land University, is an All-American
setter for the Pontiac-based Michigan
Elite Volleyball Academy.

But since she was just a freshman
on a talented roster a year ago, she
played outside hitter on Mercy’s varsi-
ty.

That wasn’t why she transferred to
Northville this past summer. She actu-
ally thought being in a public school
setting like Northville’'s was a better fit
for her personality. And it has been.

But she’s definitely happy about
playing her natural position again,
which she hasn’t taken for granted.
She was one of four Mustangs recently
named to the Kensington Lakes Activ-
ities  Association’s all-conference
team.

And for her to step up, keep her
nerves in check and play heads-up
against her former team, it said every-
thing you needed to know about Prep-
Dig.com’s fifth-ranked recruit from
Michigan in the 2025 class.

“You know what, for her to be doing
what she did today in this setting and
against that team, I think it just speaks
volumes of her matureness and com-
posure,” Lindstrom said. “All we really
talked about today was, ‘Hey, trust
your hitters. You have more than
(Michigan Miss Volleyball nominee
Abby Reck)’ )

“We didn’t even want the fitst ball to
go to Abby tonight. We wanted every-
one else to know how deep we run, and
I just think she did a great job moving
the ball around. Her setting decisions
were there. She got after it early in the
front row and showed them (Mercy)
that she can be offensive and aggres-
sive, and that was her holding their
blockers. You saw her hold the middle
blockers and get one-on-one match
ups left and right, and Ella made our
hitters look better than they are some
times, and she did a great job of that
tonight.”

Northville will be favored in the re
gional championship.

And a victory means they’ll need
just three more to claim a state title.

That’s five more unicorn spins from
Lindstrom for those keeping score at
home.

Twitter: @folsombrandonj.
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Howell's Chloe Kiser (2) and Hartland’s Cameron Herman (11) made the
All-Kensington Lakes Activities Association volleyball team.
DAN ZEPPA/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

MEET THE 2022 ALL-KLAA VOLLEYBA

Adriana Lane, Belleville, libero, Sr.
Daria Igonin, Belleville, setter, Sr.
Khayla Moore, Belleville, OH, Sr.

Lea Gage, Brighton, setter, Jr.
Abigail Mainka, Brighton, OH, Jr.
Sydney Low, Canton, MH, Sr.
Angelina Konini, Canton, libero, Sr.
Katya Salame, Dearborn, OH, Jr.
Malak Saad, Dearborn, libero, Jr.
Dunia Salah, Dearborn Fordson, OH,

Sr.

Celina Bazzi, Dearborn Fordson, set-

ter, Jr.

setter, Sr.

Ella Craggs, Northville, setter, Soph
Sarah Vellucci, Novi, OH, Sr

Kaitlyn Hoffman, Novi, OH, Sr

Sumire Katsumata, Novi, libero, Sr

Tara Creekmore, Plymouth, OH, Soph.
Kirei Quan, Salem, OH, Sr.

Elise Hudak, Salem, MH, Jr

Alaina King, Wayne Memorial, MH, Jr
Jasmyn Johnson, Westland John Glenn,

Allison Thaxton, Westland John Glenn

OH, Jr.

Honorable Mention

Cameron Herman, Hartland, OH, Jr.

Faith Martin, Hartland, libero, Jr.
Kaitlyn Schram, Hartland, setter, Jr.

Ruby Earl, Howell, OH, Sr.

Chloe Kiser, Howell, setter, Sr.
Erica Maladecki, Livonia Churchill,

libero, Sr.

Madeline O’Connor, Livonia Churchill,

OH, Sr.

Sophia Turchan, Livonia Churchill, DS,

Sr.

Alivia Jonika, Livonia Franklin, OH, Sr.
Katelyn Orlowski, Livonia Franklin,

libero, Jr.

Bella Nuoffer, Livonia Franklin, OH, Sr.
Grace McBrien, Livonia Stevenson,

MH, Sr.

Apryl Kruse, Livonia Stevenson, OH,

St

Natalie West, Livonia Stevenson, set-

ter, Soph.

Erin Cahill, Livonia Stevenson, libero,

Jr.

Abby Reck, Northville, OH, Sr.
Taryn Rice, Northville, libero, Sr.

Belleville: Payton Mann (Sr.), Morga
Bennett (Sr.). Brighton: Megan Jagst

(Sr.), Emily Kramer (Jr.). Canton: Kenne

dy Parks (Sr.), Ella Binder (Sr.). Dear-
born: Tamara Gomez (Sr.), Samantha

Rechlin (Sr.). Dearborn Fordson: Sarri

nah Ajami (Jr.), Tia Basma (Jr.). Har-

tland: Emerson Seog (Jr.), Julia Harper

(Sr.). Howell: Reese Williams (Sr.), Eme

son Baum (Jr.). Livonia Churchill: Addi

syn Kostoff (Soph.), Tabitha Miller (Sr
Livonia Franklin: Kenzie Mahoney-Cot

tonham (Jr.), Megan Glotzhober

(Soph.). Livonia Stevenson: Ca
well (Sr.), Hayden Brose (Jr.) North-

ville: Lauren Mackeller (Sr.), Ashlee

Gnau (Jr.). Novi: Reganne Bennett (Sr.)

Elena Rinkel (Sr.). Plymouth: Hannah

Simko (Soph.), Kendal!! Elmy (Jr.). Sa

lem: Lexie Wisniewski (Sr.), Sarah Nel

son (Jr.). Wayne Memorial: Kaylee

Szyndlar (Fr.), Kamari Robinsor

Avry Nelson, Northville, MH, Jr.

Westland John Glenn: Madison |
(Sr.), Alexis Warrington (Fr.)
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HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCH & SCHOOL
www_ hsrcc net

at the corner of Winans Lake & Musch Rd.

810-231-9199 3

Fr. John Rocus, Pastor

Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m

Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m

Pledse visit our Shroud of Turin Display and Book & Gift Shop

Church of the Holy Spirit
3700 Harvey Lake .I?d. Highland ~

Saturday Mass 5PM,
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5364 | HolySpiritHightand
The Holy Spirlt Is Here - Cormne Home

All are Weicome!

Good Shepherd Evan

v
Come and worship at Good Shephe

& )(

D (

] _ (248) 349-1144
2, 777 West 8 Mile Road
f f( / ‘Mileeanc !alﬂem:n

:

27
L """" ““H Northville Mlcmgan{

Worsh es: September - May 9:15&8 11.00am
Memorial Day - Labor Day 1000 am
Rev Marsha M Wholiey | eadd Pastor

www fumcnorthviie org

‘the WAY’ - a ministry of
Hope Lutheran Church
Worship @Abbey Park
28413 Abbey Lane
New Hudson, M|
Sunday @10am, 248-553-7170
www hope-lutheran-church.com
Rev Thomas Scherger

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
10774 Nine Mi
Rev. M. Lee Taylor
Sunday School, 9
Worship, 11:00 am. &
Wednesday Evening, 7:0(

OUR LADY OF VICTORY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
133 Orchard Dr., Northville
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5:00 p.mg
Sunday, 7:30,9:30 am._ 1130 am
Church 349-2621, School 349-3610

Religlous Education 349-2559
Rev. Dents Theroux, Pastor

RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT

TODA

ded here cal

|



http://www.fumcrxxthvilte.org
http://www.hope-lutheran-church.com
mailto:JBryant@localiq.com
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classifieds.hometownlife.com

@ Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
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B Public Notices/Legals Email: htwlegals@hometownlife.com
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Professional

all your needs...

\ £ Roofing & Siding

&R ROO
CaII Don: §17- ]76 2064

3 Senior ome Cae

Caregiver looking to do Private Duty
work. Brighton/Howell. 810-986-0657

Transportation

best deal for you...

L2 Autos Wanted

CASH 4 CARS!!1! 810-491-5030

We Buy Running & Non-Running Cars

Running or Not Wanted!
= Highest $$§ Paid ¢=
Free friendly towing! ALL scrap
metal. Batteries wanted too
Call: 248-437-0094

Assorted -

all kinds of things...

£°% Generai erchandise

2018 Passpor! Trailer Madel 199ML,
21"9* lang travel trailer with siide-out
dinette and murphy bed. All applian-
ces included, never used. $15,000.,
(748)605 0879 judy_lechvar@yahoo.co

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED
TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-

blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military
Discounts.
Call 1-866-495-1709

We can sell i
CLASSIFI

Careers

new beginnings...

Senior Program Manager
(Farmington Hilis, M1) Def'ine scope

of pragm & bridge reamts o

customer(s) fo the outputs of each
function w/in the global enterprise
Plan, direct, & coord activities of
designated prgms to ensure that
goals & obiectives of the prgms are
achieved. Bach’s deg in Comp Sci,
Electrical Engg. or a related deg
discipline followed by 5 vrs of
progressive exp in the specialty field.
Mail resumes to: Panasonic
Autamotive Systems Company of
America (PASA), a division co. of
Panasonic Carparation of North
America, Altn: E. Budal. (RM), 776
%v;vg?d South, Peachtree City, GA

o =

Get
resulfs.
Advertise
in
LASSIFIEDS!
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| LO-GCI0965148-01

Spanish-speaking certified hypnotherapistis |
requested in the Melvindale area with one year of |
experience or more. Fore more information please |

contact us at 313-908-7260 or by email at
perlasbeautyspa@gmail.com

R R RO =

Mac Valves Inc., leading

manufacturer of pneumatic
valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines | Material Handlers
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI0571980-01

cars
garage sales
tickets
antiques
motorcycles
computers
boats
sports
equipment
pets

Place yo“i]?'cla;s:ﬁéd ad today.

instruments
jewelery
furniture
auctions
collectibles
jobs
appliances
yard sales
tablets
cameras

WE BRVING OUR IN-HOME MOBILE

FLOORING SHOWROOM"TO YOU!

Get New Floors
BEFORE the
Holidays!

FLOOR COVERINGS

Book a Free Consultation!

947-600-7060

e bookfci.com
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AFFORDABLE AND LUXURIOUS BATHROOMS

ALL MONTH
LONG!

Receive 10% OFF Your
Bathroom Remodel
Estimate By Matrix.

RESTRICTIONS MAY. APPLY. SEE SALE

matrlx

BATH SYSTEMS

AND MORE

SON FOR'MQRE.DETAILS

& (920) 718-5360

DETROIT, Ml
CHICAGO METRO

KALAMAZOO/GRAND RAPIDS, M|
MILWAUKEE METRO
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