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With Lewis playing lights-out,
Milford could win LVC title
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Northville
City Council
authorizes
deal for
farmers
market site

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plans to relocate Northville’s farm-
ers market moved forward earlier this
month after the city council voted to
sign a purchase agreement for the pre-
ferred location at Seven Mile and Main
Street.

The council voted unanimously
during its Dec. 5 meeting to proceed
with a deal to acquire nearly 3 acres of
land that was the former home of Mc-
Donald Ford.

The city leases the current site of
the farmers market at Seven Mile and
Center Street for $1. That lot will no
longer be able to accommodate the
weekly event during the warmer
months because of the looming rede-
velopment of the Northville Downs
property.

The new site was identified earlier
this year as a potential location, with
city leadership eventually crafting a
purchase agreement with the owner,
Nerthville-based Seven-Main LLC.

“We have looked at this methodical-
ly over the last couple of years,” Mayor
Brian Turnbull said. “This isn’t a one-
and-done here tonight. We’'ve been
talking about this for the last two
years.”

The deal calls for the city to pur-
chase the land for $1 million, with a
$50,000 non-refundable deposit put
down for a six-month due diligence
period. If needed, the city can add an-
other six-month due diligence period
for another $50,000 non-refundable
deposit.

While council unanimously moved
forward with the plan, some council
members said it wasn’t the perfect sit-
uation for the city. Councilman An-
drew Krenz said he had hoped for more
sites to choose from before moving for-
ward.

The McDonald Ford site became the
only viable option for the market be-
cause of the market’s size and its
needs after research on other locations
was done by the subcommittee explor-
ing the relocation.

Because of the current agreement’s
low cost to the city, Krenz said he
wants to see a new location used more

See DEAL, Page 7A
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A holiday-themed makeover of Van Gogh's “Starry Night” by student artist Olivia Jakubozak. The piece is part of a large
display at Main Street Art in Milford and was part of a fundraiser event to benefit artists with special needs.

Art masterpieces remade

Andrea Perry has “holiday-ified” a
reprint of Leonardo da Vinci’s
masterpiece, “Mona Lisa.”

IMAGES COURTESY OF MAIN STREET ART

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A driver who crashed head-oninto a
[ school bus last week had a blood alco-
| hol level of 0.21, according to a City of
South Lyon police report.

The bus driver and about 35 stu-
dents who were on the bus at the time

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies,
Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press
releases, calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

“Mona Lisa” clad in an ugly Christ-
mas sweater?

Van Gogh's “Starry Night” overrun
with reindeer?

“American Gothic” serving up tur-
key?

Stick a (pitch)fork in it, these remade
masterpieces by local artists are done
and ready for you to feast your eyes on
and purchase just in time for the holi-
days at Main Street Art in Milford.

“I'm totally excited and stunned by
this art, it’s way better than I could have
hoped for,” Main Street Art owner Nata-
lia Wohletz said. “It reflects their medi-
um and style, and it was really fun to see
what they came up with. The creativity
was just amazing.”

Wohletz recruited local professional
artists to put a holiday spin on 16 classic

walked away and were not injured, ac-
cording to the report, which was ob-
tained by Hometown Life under the
Freedom of Information Act.

Police declined to comment while
awaiting a charging decision from the
Oakland County Prosecutor's Office.

According to the report, police re
sponded at about 7:15 a.m. on Dec. 8 to
the crash that occurred on Nine Mile

©2022

in Milford for fundraiser

masterpieces. The new artistic touches
are superimposed on poster reprints of
the old masters’ works to amusing ef

fect.

All of the framed pieces were avail-
able in a silent auction. The proceeds
will support the Peacock Art Club, for
artists with special needs.

Additionally, students from the Pea
cock Art Club, which is housed at the
Suzanne Haskew Arts Center in Milford,
were asked to contribute to the whim-
sical holiday art. Twelve adult student
artists, as well as six young students,
created holiday remakes of “Starry
Night” by Vincent Van Gogh. The pieces
can be purchased for $40 each, with the
student artists each earning a commis-
sion of $20, and the remaining $20 sup-
porting the club.

Main Street Art donated supplies and
framing for the endeavor, a premiere

Sgo ART, Page 4A

Police: Driver who hit South Lyon
- school bus had 0.21 blood alcohol level

Road in front of Millennium Middle
School. Officers found a black Jeep Pa-
triot facing eastbound planted into the
front end of the bus in the westbound
lane.

A photo provided to Hometown Life
by a passerby shows severe damage to
the front end of the Jeep.

See DRIVER, Page 7A
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Grab some Hometown Life area stocking stuflers

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Need to get some small things togeth-
er for a stocking this holiday season?
Why not give the gift of local?

There are plenty of meaningful items
to give that come from or are influential
right here in metro Detroit. Here's a
non-comprehensive list of great ideas to
slide into that stocking before Christ-
mas comes.

Here are some suggestions for small
to not-so-small stocking stuffers you
can find here in the Hometown Life
communities that resonate with the
communities we live and work in.

b 7
Brenda Weiand pours a glass of Whole
Hearted Winery's wine in 2021.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTOS

A bottle of wine from
South Lyon/New Hudson

South Lyon and the surrounding
areas have made a name for themselves
with numerous local breweries, but
wine has slowly become a big deal in re-
cent years. Whole Hearted Winery,
56808 Grand River Ave., opened its
doors a few years ago in New Hudson,
selling a variety of options that also help
alocal charity. These days, you can even
enjoy a glass inside the old building the
winery calls home, which is an experi-
ence in itself.

If you're in the city, Twisted Cork
Winery opened earlier this year in the
basement at 105 N. Lafayette St. An in-
timate space with plenty of character,
the winery also offers a variety of bottles
for sale to take home, as well as to enjoy
onsite. Either choice is a great gift op-
tion for the wine lover in your life.

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
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Laura Stearnes'’s Milford Spice
Company sells mostly online. SUBMITTED

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on January 10th, 2023, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the
Novi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:

PZ22-0063 (Boyd Creech - American Made Construction) 1185 South Lake Drive,
South Lake Drive, east of West Park Drive, Parcel 50-22-03-377-018. The applicant is
requesting a variance from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from Section 3.1.5 for a front
yard setback of 17.17 feet (30 feet required, variance of 12.83 feet); for a proposed new second
floor addition and deck below. This property is zoned One-Family Residential (R-4)

PZ22-0064 (Scott David - Sign Depot) 41200 Bridge Street, north of Eleven Mile
Road, east of Meadowbrook Road, Parcel 50-22-13-351-022. The applicant is requesting
a variance from the City of Novi Sign Ordinance from Section 28-5 (b)(1)a for an additional
wall sign on the north elevation. (2) wall signs requested (1) is permitted, variance of (1). This
property is zoned Light Industrial (I-1).

Publish: December 22, 2022 LO-0008790366 3x2.5

CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, January 11,2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider CATHOLIC CENTRAL NORTH CAMPUS, JSP
22-37. FOR REVISED SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT. PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN.
WETLAND PERMIT, WOODLAND PERMIT, AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
PLAN APPROVAL. THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS ZONED R-4. R-1 AND I-1. The
property is approximately 115.77 acres and is located at 27225 Wixom Road, south of Twelve
Mile Road and west of Wixom Road (Section 18). The applicant is proposing several new
facilities in the northwestern portion of the High School campus: a 4-level parking structure,
a hospitality/concessions building, an athletic field for practices and competition, discus and

shotput fields, and a new track and stadium with press box and bleachers.
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Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department in the Novi Civic
Center

Subject Parcel IDs: 22-18-200-026 and 22-18-200-027

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing
and any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175
W Ten Mile Road, Novi, M1 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru
Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM_, and must be received by 4:00 PM., Wednesday, January
11, 2023

Published December 22, 2022
Nowvi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary
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A wooden retail display case of a variety of Fraser Teas.

Spices from Milford
Spice Company

Have a wannabe chef in your life? Get
them the gift of flavor to their cooking by
picking up some local spices.

Milford Spice Company offers several
spice options for all kinds of cooking, in-
cluding for meats, vegetables and more.
Customers can even design their own
gift box to tailor their gift-giving needs
this season. Not sure what your recipi-
ent needs for their spice rack? You can
even get a gift certificate for various
amounts to allow them to pick their
own. More information on where to find
them, as well as online ordering, can be
found at milfordspice.com.
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A jar of Guernsey Farms Dairy
Chocolate Syrup is a great way to
spread local love for the holidays.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Chocolate or caramel sauce
from Guernsey Farms Dairy

It might be tricky to get some ice
cream in the stocking this year, but do
the next best thing: ice cream toppings.

The well-known ice cream company
and restaurant at 21300 Novi Road in
Novi has plenty of scoops to pick from
inside their shop north of Eight Mile, but
the company also has plenty of accom-
panying items to make ice cream extra
special available at area stores. Choose
from chocolate or caramel sauce, as well
as hot fudge. Of course, don’t forget
something to drink to wash it down: Go
with Guernsey’s lemonade to accompa-
ny a bottle of topping. .
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A pizza cutter made by Midnight
Kitchen Tools.

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

A kitchen gadget from Midnight
Kitchen Tools in Green Oak Twp.

If it's good enough for Oprah Winfrey,
4 4 #

it’s got to be good enough for your uncle,
right?

In a small warehouse off 10 Mile Road
just west of South Lyon is the home of
Midnight Kitchen Tools, which creates
stainless steel kitchen gadgets. Known
best for its ergonomic ice cream scoop it
launched several years, it’s now got an-
other product: a pizza cutter, also with
an ergonomic handle. The products are
available on Amazon and have gotten
the attention of Oprah, who listed the
items on her Favorite Things lists for the
2022 holiday season.

Tea from a Livonia company

Your friends who swore off coffee will
appreciate meeting their new favorite
brand of tea, compliments of you.

Those who frequent Biggby Coffee —
which began in East Lansing and was
co-founded by a Milford native — in re-
cent years have noticed a new brand of
tea on the shelf. It comes from Fraser
Tea, a local company based in Livonia.
Launched by a group of brothers, Fraser
Tea has a wide variety of options for
those who enjoy spiced tea, green tea,
black tea and more. In addition to find-
ing boxes for sale at Biggby Coffees
across the region, the tea can be found
at some retail stores and online at fra-
sertea.com.
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Some of Griffin Claw's products.

A can of Griffin Claw beer

Craft beer lovers will epjoy a rare find
from one of the drea’s biggest breweries,
5758S. Eton St. in Birmingham’s Rail Dis-
trict.

Griffin Claw beers are typically found
in 16 ounce cans, perfect for slipping
right into that stocking over the firepit.
There’s a variety for everyone: pilsners,
wheat, IPAs and plenty more. A simple
recommendation for the holiday sea-
son? Go with the 3 Scrooges, a tasty
winter ale made for the holidays. You
can find Griffin Claw beers at most every
place that sells craft beer, or at its facil-
ities in Birmingham or Rochester Hills.

A vial of 5-Hour Energy

If your list includes someone who
needs a quick hit to keep them going
during the day, this is the perfect item to
stuff their stocking with.

The small bottles are made by a Far-
mington Hills company, and have been

See GIFTS, Page 3A
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‘For the kids’: Livonia couple takes
pride In huge Christmas light display

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 3A

Mike and Jen Jessen’s home is one that people will
drive out of their way just to pass by.

The sidewalks are lined with candy cane arches,
Santa sits atop the roof in his sleigh and twinkling
lights dot the yard and trees.

“Wedoit for the kids around here,” Jen said. “We are
such nuts for Christmas and we don’t have our own
kids. So, we do this for everyone else.”

The couple has always put lights out, but said they
“stepped up” their game in 2020 when Livonia started
its “Light Up Livonia” contest.

Their home, at 38702 Lapham Court, is on the com-
petition’s map every year and was named one of the
winners last year.

“We entered just to be on the map so people can at
least come by and see the house,” Mike said. “The first
time we entered is when we started getting big.”

This year, the lights and homemade décor took
about two weeks to set up. The Jessens enjoy working
on the setup together and dedicate hours to finding
new ideas.

“We watch the ‘Great Christmas Light Fight’ on TV,
and it’s inspiring,” Jen said. “We’ll say, ‘Oh that’s cool. I
wonder if we could do something like that” We start
planning it the year before and our ideas just start spi-
raling.”

Some of the couple’s newest additions include nods
to their late mothers. A group of caroler statuettes in
the front window used to belong to Mike’s mother, and
an angel in the display is to honor Jen’s mother. Favor-
ites for the two include their candy cane arches and
light-covered trees.

“This might sound a little crazy, but it’s just the trees
being all lit up,” Jen said. “They’re so pretty. I put a car-
dinal on one of the trees to just remind me of my mom,
and it stands out a little bit.” -

Passersby aren’t shy about their love for the display,
either.

“Last year, as I was putting up the lights, people
would drive by and just stop to talk to me,” Mike said.
“This year, it’s a lot of repeat people now. We get so
many good reactions, and the kids run up through the
arches.”

People can find the “Light Up Livonia” map by vis-
iting livonia.gov.

Get the latest headlines for metro Detroit every
morning in your mailbox by signing up for our daily
i briefings newsletter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stankersle@
hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her on
Twitter @shelby_tankk.

Winners of “Light Up Livonia” receive yard signs
every year. The Jessens were among the winners last
year. “We entered just to be on the map so people
can at least come by and see the house,” Mike said.

Mike and Jen Jessen of Livonia. The two set up a
huge Christmas light display every year.
PHOTOS BY SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Gifts
Continued from Page 2A

for many years. They
come in a variety of fla-
vors, including grape, or-
ange, pomegranate and
many more. Customers
can also create their own
12- or 24-pack of specific
flavors on the company’s
website, Shourener-
gy.com.

e Eve Services®
‘ s
Let ws Celebrate with Joy
Owr Savioy [y Come/!
Christmas Eve
14:00 pm Family Service

7:00 pm Traditional Service
lwith candlelight, carols, Christmas message;

9.00 pm Lessons & Carols
(with brass instruments and candlelight:
A Little Caesars

e} ‘
gift card Christmas Day

Sunday morning @ 10 am

It's incredible to think Lesson‘s & Carols

how much national influ-
ence little Garden City
has had over the years.
Originally the home to
Kmart, it’s also the birth-
place of one of the biggest
pizza companies nation-
wide.

Originally opened by
Mike and Marian Ilitch in
1959, Little Caesars grew
into a major player in the
pizza world, eventually
cementing its place as the
stop to grab a Hot N’
Ready pepperoni pizza at
any time. Today, it has lo-
cations all over and is
known for it’s in-and-out

} First et
| Presbyterian': %
ChiirchefNerthvilte

200 £. Main SI. \urﬁmlw. M‘l 48167 2453490911
www.ipcnorthnville.org

LO-GCI0971075-02

serving of pizza pies and
Crazy Bread. What better
4 | . way to help out someone
with the gift of a quick
dinner on those busy
nights?

The keys to
a Ford Bronco

This one might quite
pricey, but if you've ever
wanted to live out the
fantasy of giving a car to
that special someone at
Christmas, the classic ve-
hicle that Ford an-
nounced a few years back
is a great option

The Bronco is made at
the Michigan Assembly

S-Hour Energy got its
start in Farmington Hills.
PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plant, 38303 Michigan
Ave. in Wayne, a plant
with a longtime tradition
of making impactful ve-
hicles such as the Ford
Ranger, Focus, Escort and
Lincoln Navigator, to
name a few.

Of course, you'll need
some help from a local
dealer to help you secure
a vehicle, which could be
tricky this close to the
holidays.

Also: no word on

Little Caesars began in
1959 in Garden City.

where you buy one of
those giant ribbons to put
on top.

Get the latest head-
lines for metro Detroit ev-
ery morning in your mail-
box by signing up for our
daily briefings newslet
ter.

Contact reporter Da
vid Veselenak at dvesele-
nak@hometownlife.com
or 734-678-6728. Follow
him on Twitter @david
veselenak.

Cremation Startingat| |
$895

Burial Starting at

91,950

Full Semce Funeral Home

248 667-9920 fruzerfunerols com

21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, Mi 48178
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A reprint of “Girl With A Pearl Earring,” by Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer, got “American Gothic” looks a bit different after this reprint of Grant Wood’s

a holiday remake from artist Candace Brancik. IMAGES COURTESY OF MAIN STREET ART masterpiece got a holiday makeover by Heiner Hertling.

Art show off framing and art, but doing itin mental disabilities.” show how impactful their art was, and
a fun way,” Wohletz said. “I am thrilled Wohletz hopes to raise atleast $1,000 that we want to spread joy through their
we could pull together such a cool win- in her “holiday-ified masterpieces” art.Ithink all those ghosts should take it

Continued from Page 1A dow display and make it especially fundraiser to support the club’s mis- as a compliment.”
meaningful. Around this time of year, sion. She hopes the original artists To see all the holiday-ified master-

event for Wohletz, who was inspired by  we're thinking about those in need and wouldn’t be offended by the alterations pieces visit mainstreetartmilford.com.

a previous event in which the shop the Peacock Art Club is special to us.” to their long-respected masterpieces. Contact reporter Susan Bromley at

framed COVID-19 related memes — in- Accordingto the Village Fine Arts As- “I think most artists are quirky peo- sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-

cluding one of Mona Lisa with her feet sociation website, the Peacock Art Club ple, so I'm hoping the original artists 281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
up, leaning back ona sofa, withthemes- meets once a week in a class “to provide would find it amusing,” she said. “I did BromleylO. Get the latest headlines for
sage, “Alone at last.” a creative and social environment for wonder if Van Gogh might be rolling metro Detroit every morning in your

“People thought those were so funny the value, acceptance, and inclusion of over in his grave right now, but 'm hop- mailbox by signing up for our daily
and [ wanted to bring back that idea to people with intellectual and develop- ing they would appreciate it. It goes to briefings newsletter.
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ANTHOLOGY

SENIOR LIVING

CHANGE OF CARE CAN BRING PEACE OF MIND
e Anthology : lemory Care i

When someone you love is Iiving with Alzheimer’s or another form

of dementia, we're atyour service. Our memory care neighborhood

provides seniors compassionate care by trained caregivers, evidence-

based therapies and engaging, purposeful activities. Your loved one

' will feel a sense of belonging while you gain peace of mind.

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE
44600 Five Mile Rd. / Northville, Ml
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AnthologyMichigan.com
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Livonia store owner seeks home for
40-foot schefllera plant named Baby

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brenda Scott is hoping for a holiday
miracle, and she’s confident her miracle
is coming.

Scott, who owns The Product Shop
Souvenirs and Gift Shop in Livonia,
needs to find a home for Baby, a beloved
and pampered 40-foot-long schefflera
plant that has flourished in its current
home, her store.

The business owner is moving to-
ward the end of the month but she’s not
sure where, which leaves Baby’s future
in jeopardy.

Scott received the plant as a grand
opening gift when she put out the wel-
come mat to her shop in 2007. At the
time, the nameless plant was about two
feet tall. For a year, it remained two feet
tall, with no signs of growth.

When Scott relocated to her current
storefront at 28465 Five Mile Road,
something happened.

“I think it’s the northern sunlight, be-
cause within three weeks we started
seeing branches sprout out of nowhere,”
Scott said. “I named her Baby for a rea-
son, because all these little branches
started coming out, all these little ba-
bies. SoIsaid ‘I'm gonna call you Baby.’ ”

Over the past 15 years, the plant has
continued to grow and thrive. Visitors to
the shop, Scott said, are amazed when
they see Baby’s size.

In fact, this past fall, the plant had
grown so long that Scott and several
friends moved it from a side room in her
store into the main retail area, where it
took them five hours to lovingly string
the plant throughout the 500-square-
foot shop.

Baby, Scott said, brings good energy,
clean air and a feeling of solitude to the
store.

“People ask, ‘What do you give her?’
and I say we give her a lot of love, we
play music for her and we just give her

Brenda Scott, owner of The Product
Shop on Five Mile Road in Livonia, is
seeking a new home for the 40-foot
schefflera plant growing in the store.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDA SCOTT

leaves and adds a bit of fresh soil to the
top of the pot about twice a year.

She has never trimmed or cut the
plant, she says, because she doesn't
want Baby to go into shock.

Abotanist once told Scott a schefflera
plant growing inside wasn't likely to
grow past 15 feet in length. At that time,
Baby was about 30 feet long.

Scott called herself a “nature person”
and said she loves all plants and flowers.
Still, Baby is special. Scott wants her to
have a good home.

“I don’t want to send her just any-
where,” she said, noting she’s had some
interest from local botanical gardens
but nothing official yet. “Wherever she
goes, I want it to be a place where they
will love her the way we love her and al-
low her to just spread her branches,
continue to grow and be around other
plants in a place where people can still
come and visit her.

“I believe we’re going to find a home
for her. I believe the right place will ccn-
tact us and come see her.”

Brenda Scott can be reached at 734-

B 3 Al % ~ =

o s

1

Scott received the plant, later nicknamed “Baby,” as a grand opening gift when
she put out the welcome mat to her shop in 2007.

the amount of water she needs,” Scott 525-9995. The shop will be open in its Over the past 15 years, the plant has continued to grow and thrive. Visitors to
said, noting she also also mists Baby’s current location until Dec. 27. the shop, Scott said, are amazed when they see Baby's size.
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Police pursue charges following threat at Plymouth Twp. school

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Police say they’'ve identified the
source of a threat that sent Starkweath-
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