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A holiday-themed makeover of Van Gogh's “Starry Night” by student artist Olivia Jakubozak. The piece is part of a large 
display at Main Street Art in Milford and was part of a fundraiser event to benefit artists with special needs.

Art masterpieces remade 
in Milford for fundraiser

With Lewis playing lights-out 
Milford could win LVC title
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Police: Driver who hit South Lyon 
school bus had 0.21 blood alcohol level

A driver who crashed head-on into a 
school bus last week had a blood alco
hol level of 0.21, according to a City of 
South Lyon police report.

The bus driver and about 35 stu
dents who were on the bus at the time

Volume 153 1 No 21
Home delivery pricing inside

walked away and were not injured, ac
cording to the report, which was ob
tained by Hometown Life under the 
Freedom of Information Act.

Police declined to comment while 
awaiting a charging decision from the 
Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office.

According to the report, police re
sponded at about 7:15 a.m. on Dec. 8 to 
the crash that occurred on Nine Mile

Susan Bromley 
Hometownlife.com

Road in front of Millennium Middle 
School. Officers found a black Jeep Pa; 
triot facing eastbound planted into the 
front end of the bus in the westbound 
lane.

A photo provided to Hometown Life 
by a passerby shows severe damage to 
the front end of the Jeep.

masterpieces. The new artistic touches 
are superimposed on poster reprints of 
the old masters’ works to amusing ef
fect.

All of the framed pieces were avail
able in a silent auction. The proceeds 
will support the Peacock Art Club, for 
artists with special needs.

Additionally, students from the Pea
cock Art Club, which is housed at the 
Suzanne Haskew Arts Center in Milford, 
were asked to contribute to the whim
sical holiday art. Twelve adult student 
artists, as well as six young students, 
created holiday remakes of “Starry 
Night” by Vincent Van Gogh. The pieces 
can be purchased for $40 each, with the 
student artists each earning a commis
sion of $20, and the remaining $20 sup
porting the club.

Main Street Art donated supplies and 
framing for the endeavor, a premiere

Susan Bromley 
Hometownlife.com

“Mona Lisa” clad in an ugly Christ
mas sweater?

Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” overrun 
with reindeer?

“American Gothic” serving up tur
key? «

Stick a (pitch)fork in it, these remade 
masterpieces by local artists are done 
and ready for you to feast your eyes on 
and purchase just in time for the holi
days at Main Street Art in Milford.

“I’m totally excited and stunned by 
this art, it’s way better than I could have 
hoped for,” Main Street Art owner Nata
lia Wohletz said. “It reflects their medi
um and style, and it was really fun to see 
what they came up with. The creativity 
was just amazing.”

Wohletz recruited local professional 
artists to put a holiday spin on 16 classic

Plans to relocate Northville’s farm
ers market moved forward earlier this 
month after the city council voted to 
sign a purchase agreement for the pre
ferred location at Seven Mile and Main 
Street.

The council voted unanimously 
during its Dec. 5 meeting to proceed 
with a deal to acquire nearly 3 acres of 
land that was the former home of Mc
Donald Ford.

The city leases the current site of 
the farmers market at Seven Mile and 
Center Street for $1. That lot will no 
longer be able to accommodate the 
weekly event during the warmer 
months because of the looming rede
velopment of the Northville Downs 
property.

The new site was identified earlier 
this year as a potential location, with 
city leadership eventually crafting a 
purchase agreement with the owner, 
Northville-based Seven-Main LLC.

“We have looked at this methodical
ly over the last couple of years,” Mayor 
Brian Turnbull said. “This isn’t a one- 
and-done here tonight. We’ve been 
talking about this for the last two 
years.”

The deal calls for the city to pur
chase the land for $1 million, with a 
$50,000 non-refundable deposit put 
down for a six-month due diligence 
period. If needed, the city can add an
other six-month due diligence period 
for another $50,000 non-refundable 
deposit.

While council unanimously moved 
forward with the plan, some council 
members said it wasn’t the perfect sit
uation for the city. Councilman An
drew Krenz said he had hoped for more 
sites to choose from before moving for
ward.

The McDonald Ford site became the 
only viable option for the market be
cause of the market’s size and its 
needs after research on other locations 
was done by the subcommittee explor
ing the relocation.

Because of the current agreement’s 
low cost to the city, Krenz said he 
wants to see a new location used more

Andrea Perry has “holiday-ified” a 
reprint of Leonardo da Vinci’s 
masterpiece, “Mona Lisa.”
IMAGES COURTESY OF MAIN STREET ART
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Grab some Hometown Life area stocking staffers

A wooden retail display case of a variety of Fraser Teas.

Tea from a Livonia company

Publish: December 22,2022

It might be tricky to get some ice

Twelve Mile R
Some of Griffin Claw’s products.

Section 18

A can of Griffin Claw beer

A vial of 5-Hour Energy

If it’s good enough for Oprah Winfrey, See GIFTS, Page 3A

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, January 11,2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider CATHOLIC CENTRAL NORTH CAMPUS, JSP 
22-37, FOR REVISED SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT, PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN, 
WETLAND PERMIT, WOODLAND.PERMIT, AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN APPROVAL. THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS ZONED R-4, R-l AND 1-1 The 
property is approximately 115.77 acres and is located at 27225 Wixom Road, south of Twelve 
Mile Road and west of Wixom Road (Section 18). The applicant is proposing several new 
facilities in the northwestern portion of the High School campus: a 4-level parking structure, 
a hospitality/concessions building, an athletic field for practices and competition, discus and 
shotput fields, and a new track and stadium with press box and bleachers.

A kitchen gadget from Midnight 
Kitchen Tools in Green Oak Twp.

If your list includes someone who 
needs a quick hit to keep them going 
during the day, this is the perfect item to 
stuff their stocking with.

The small bottles are made by a Far
mington Hills company, and have been

Spices from Milford 
Spice Company

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Laura Stearnes’s Milford Spice 
Company sells mostly online, submitted

City of Novi 
Public Hearing Notice

Project

Chocolate or caramel sauce 
from Guernsey Farms Dairy
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cream in the stocking this year, but do 
the next best thing: ice cream toppings.

The well-known ice cream company 
and restaurant at 21300 Novi Road in 
Novi has plenty of scoops to pick from 
inside their shop north of Eight Mile, but 
the company also has plenty of accom
panying items to make ice cream extra 
special available at area stores. Choose 
from chocolate or caramel sauce, as well 
as hot fudge. Of course, don’t forget 
something to drink to wash it down: Go 
with Guernsey’s lemonade to accompa
ny a bottle of topping. • '

Have a wannabe chef in your life? Get 
them the gift of flavor to their cooking by 
picking up some local spices.

Milford Spice Company offers several 
spice options for all kinds of cooking, in
cluding for meats, vegetables and more. 
Customers can even design their own 
gift box to tailor their gift-giving needs 
this season. Not sure what your recipi
ent needs for their spice rack? You can 
even get a gift certificate for various 
amounts to allow them to pick their 
own. More information on where to find 
them, as well as online ordering, can be 
found at milfordspice.com.

A bottle of wine from 
South Lyon/New Hudson

it’s got to be good enough for your uncle, 
right?

In a small warehouse off 10 Mile Road 
just west of South Lyon is the home of 
Midnight Kitchen Tools, which creates 
stainless steel kitchen gadgets. Known 
best for its ergonomic ice cream scoop it 
launched several years, it’s now got an
other product: a pizza cutter, also with 
an ergonomic handle. The products are 
available on Amazon and have gotten 
the attention of Oprah, who listed the 
items on her Favorite Things lists for the 
2022 holiday season.

Craft beer lovers will eojoy a rare find 
from one of the area’s biggest breweries, 
575 S. Eton St. in Birmingham’s Rail Dis
trict.

Griffin Claw beers are typically found 
in 16 ounce cans, perfect for slipping 
right into that stocking over the firepit. 
There’s a variety for everyone: pilsners, 
wheat, IPAs and plenty more. A simple 
recommendation for the holiday sea
son? Go with the 3 Scrooges, a tasty 
winter ale made for the holidays. You 
can find Griffin Claw beers at most every 
place that sells craft beer, or at its facil
ities in Birmingham or Rochester Hills.

South Lyon and the surrounding 
areas have made a name for themselves 
with numerous local breweries, but 
wine has slowly become a big deal in re
cent years. Whole Hearted Winery, 
56808 Grand River Ave., opened its 
doors a few years ago in New Hudson, 
selling a variety of options that also help 
a local charity. These days, you can even 
enjoy a glass inside the old building the 
winery calls home, which is an experi
ence in itself.

If you’re in the city, Twisted Cork 
Winery opened earlier this year in the 
basement at 105 N. Lafayette St. An in
timate space with plenty of character, 
the winery also offers a variety of bottles 
for sale to take home, as well as to enjoy 
onsite. Either choice is a great gift op
tion for the wine lover in your life.

Ajar of Guernsey Farms Dairy 
Chocolate Syrup is a great way to 
spread local love for the holidays. 
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

SUBJECT 
PROPERTY

Your friends who swore off coffee will 
appreciate meeting their new favorite 
brand of tea, compliments of you.

Those who frequent Biggby Coffee — 
which began in East Lansing and was 
co-founded by a Milford native — in re
cent years have noticed a new brand of 
tea on the shelf. It comes from Fraser 
Tea, a local company based in Livonia. 
Launched by a group of brothers, Fraser 
Tea has a wide variety of options for 
those who enjoy spiced tea, green tea, 
black tea and more. In addition to find
ing boxes for sale at Biggby Coffees 
across the region, the tea can be found 
at some retail stores and online at fra- 
sertea.com.

CITY OF NOVI 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Brenda Weiand pours a glass of Whole 
Hearted Winery’s wine in 2021.
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE PHOTOS

Need to get some small things togeth
er for a stocking this holiday season? 
Why not give the gift of local?

There are plenty of meaningful items 
to give that come from or are influential 
right here in metro Detroit. Here’s a 
non-comprehensive list of great ideas to 
slide into that stocking before Christ
mas comes.

Here are some suggestions for small 
to not-so-small stocking staffers you 
can find here in the Hometown Life 
communities that resonate with the 
communities we live and work in.

Newsroom Contacts:
Stephanie Angel, Executive Editor
Office: 517-377-101
sangel@gannett.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @OEHometown

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

A pizza cutter made by Midnight 
Kitchen Tools.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE COM
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will 
hold a public hearing on January 10th, 2023, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Novi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:
PZ22-0063 (Boyd Creech - American Made Construction) 1185 South Lake Drive, 
South Lake Drive, east of West Park Drive, Parcel 50-22-03-377-018. The applicant is 
requesting a variance from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from Section 3.1.5 for a front 
yard setback of 17.17 feet (30 feet required, variance of 12.83 feet); for a proposed new second 
floor addition and deck below. This property is zoned One-Family Residential (R-4)
PZ22-0064 (Scott David - Sign Depot) 41200 Bridge Street, north of Eleven Mile 
Road, east of Meadowbrook Road, Parcel 50-22-13-351-022. The applicant is requesting 
a variance from the City of Novi Sign Ordinance from Section 28-5 (b)(l)a for an additional 
wall sign on the north elevation. (2) wall signs requested (1) is permitted, variance of (1). This 
property is zoned Light Industrial (1-1).

Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department in the Novi Civic 
Center.
Subject Parcel IDs: 22-18-200-026 and 22-18-200-027
AU interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing 
and any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru 
Friday, from 8:00 A M. to 5:00 P.M., and must be received by 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, January 
11, 2023

MCMCK
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This year, the Jessens’ light display and homemade decor took about two weeks to set up.

Gifts
Continued from Page 2A

5hourener

First

ChurchofNwthville

A pair of Ford Broncos, courtesy of ford motor company

Cremation Starting at

busy

The keys to 
a Ford Bronco

Little Caesars began in 
1959 in Garden City.

Contact reporter Da
vid Veselenak at dvesele- 
nak@hometownlife.com 
or 734-678-6728. Follow 
him on Twitter @david- 
veselenak.

where you buy one of 
those giant ribbons to put 
on top.

Get the latest head
lines for metro Detroit ev
ery morning in your mail
box by signing up for our 
daily briefings newslet-

A Little Caesars 
gift card

It’s incredible to think 
how much national influ
ence little Garden City 
has had over the years. 
Originally the home to 
Kmart, it’s also the birth
place of one of the biggest 
pizza companies nation
wide.

Originally opened by 
Mike and Marian Hitch in 
1959, Little Caesars grew 
into a major player in the 
pizza world, eventually 
cementing its place as the 
stop to grab a Hot N’ 
Ready pepperoni pizza At 
any time. Today, it has lo
cations all over and is 
known for it’s in-and-out 
serving of pizza pies and 
Crazy Bread. What better 
way to help out someone 
with the gift of a quick
dinner on those 
nights?

for many years. They 
come in a variety of fla
vors, including grape, or
ange, pomegranate and 
many more. Customers 
can also create their own 
12- or 24-pack of specific 
flavors on the company’s

Mike and Jen Jessen of Livonia. The two set up a 
huge Christmas light display every year.
PHOTOS BY SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Winners of “Light Up Livonia’’ receive yard signs 
every year. The Jessens were among the winners last 
year. “We entered just to be on the map so people 
can at least come by and see the house,” Mike said.

Mike and Jen Jessen’s home is one that people will 
drive out of their way just to pass by.

The sidewalks are lined with candy cane arches, 
Santa sits atop the roof in his sleigh and twinkling 
lights dot the yard and trees.

“We do it for the kids around here,” Jen said. “We are 
such nuts for Christmas and we don’t have our own 
kids. So, we do this for everyone else.”

The couple has always put lights out, but said they 
“stepped up” their game in 2020 when Livonia started 
its “Light Up Livonia” contest.

Their home, at 38702 Lapham Court, is on the com
petition’s map every year and was named one of the 
winners last year.

“We entered just to be on the map so people can at 
least come by and see the house,” Mike said. “The first 
time we entered is when we started getting big.”

This year, the lights and homemade decor took 
about two weeks to set up. The Jessens enjoy working 
on the setup together and dedicate hours to finding 
new ideas.

“We watch the ‘Great Christmas Light Fight’ on TV, 
and it’s inspiring,” Jen said. “We’ll say, ‘Oh that’s cool. I 
wonder if we could do something like that.’ We start 
planning it the year before and our ideas just start spi
raling.”

Some of the couple’s newest additions include nods 
to their late mothers. A group of caroler statuettes in 
the front window used to belong to Mike’s mother, and 
an angel in the display is to honor Jen’s mother. Favor
ites for the two include their candy cane arches and 
light-covered trees.

“This might sound a little crazy, but it’s just the trees 
being all lit up,” Jen said. “They’re so pretty. I put a car
dinal on one of the trees to just remind me of my mom, 
and it stands out a little bit.”

Passersby aren’t shy about their love for the display, 
either.

“Last year, as I was putting up the lights, people 
would drive by and just stop to talk to me,” Mike said. 
“This year, it’s a lot of repeat people now. We get so 
many good reactions, and the kids run up through the 
arches.”

People can find the “Light Up Livonia” map by vis
iting livonia.gov.

Get the latest headlines for metro Detroit every 
morning in your mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stankersle@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her on 
Twitter @shelby_tankk.

‘For the kids’: Livonia couple takes 
pride in huge Christmas light display

This one might quite 
pricey, but if you’ve ever 
wanted to live out the 
fantasy of giving a car to 
that special someone at 
Christmas, the classic ve
hicle that Ford an
nounced a few years back 
is a great option

The Bronco is made at 
the Michigan Assembly

website, 
gy.com.

5-Hour Energy got its 
start in Farmington Hills. 
PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/ 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plant, 38303 Michigan 
Ave. in Wayne, a plant 
with a longtime tradition 
of making impactful ve
hicles such as the Ford 
Ranger, Focus, Escort and 
Lincoln Navigator, to 
name a few.

Of course, you’ll need 
some help from a local 
dealer to help you secure 
a vehicle, which could be 
tricky this close to the 
holidays.

Also: no word on

Burial Starting at 

$1,950

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Full Service Funeral Home
248-667-9920 frazerfunerals.com
21001 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, Ml 48178

200 I. Main St. SorOtUHe, Ml 4M67 24S M'HFH 1 
wwwfp< norOnillt-.org

Let lu- Celebrate- with Joy 
Oixt' ScU/iar Income'!

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm Family Service

7:00 pm Traditional Service
(With candlelight carols, Christmas messagi

9:00 pm Lessons & Carols 
(with brass instruments and candlelight:

.... Christmas Day
. Sunday morning @ 10 am 

Lessons & Carols

mailto:dvesele-nak@hometownlife.com
mailto:dvesele-nak@hometownlife.com
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YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

or past

(810) 294-4001

BBB

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!

With purchase and install of new garage door. Call 

for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer.

With tins coupon fol vaM wrth other offers 

or poor purchases. Eipuw I2/3I/2022
With tins coupon Not vaM with other often 

or pro purchases Empires 12/31/2O2?

With this coupon Not vaM with other often 

or prior purchases Expires 12/31/2022

Cannot be combined with any other offers 

purchases, Exp. 12/31/2022

*Mh this coupon fol valid with other offers 
or poor purchases Expires 12/31/2022

A reprint of “Girl With A Pearl Earring,” by Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer, got 
a holiday remake from artist Candace Brancik. images courtesy of main street art

show how impactful their art was, and 
that we want to spread joy through their 
art. I think all those ghosts should take it 
as a compliment.”

To see all the holiday-ified master
pieces visit mainstreetartmilford.com.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow heron Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO. Get the latest headlines for 
metro Detroit every morning in your 
mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

SS1U

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends - No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service • Military, AAA, Senior, AARP 
Discounts Residential • Doing Business Since 1998

• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details
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show off framing and art, but doing it in 
a fun way,” Wohletz said. “I am thrilled 
we could pull together such a cool win
dow display and make it especially 
meaningful. Around this time of year, 
we’re thinking about those in need and 
the Peacock Art Club is special to us.”

According to the Village Fine Arts As
sociation website, the Peacock Art Club 
meets once a week in a class “to provide 
a creative and social environment for 
the value, acceptance, and inclusion of 
people with intellectual and develop-

“American Gothic” looks a bit different after this reprint of Grant Wood’s 
masterpiece got a holiday makeover by Heiner Hertling.

event for Wohletz, who was inspired by 
a previous event in which the shop 
framed COVID-19 related memes — in
cluding one of Mona Lisa with her feet 
up, leaning back on a sofa, with the mes
sage, “Alone at last.”

“People thought those were so funny 
and I wanted to bring back that idea to

mental disabilities.”
Wohletz hopes to raise at least $1,000 

in her “holiday-ified masterpieces” 
fundraiser to support the club’s mis
sion. She hopes the original artists 
wouldn’t be offended by the alterations 
to their long-respected masterpieces.

“I think most artists are quirky peo
ple, so I’m hoping the original artists 
would find it amusing,” she said. “I did 
wonder if Van Gogh might be rolling 
over in his grave right now, but I’m hop
ing they would appreciate it. It goes to

REASONS TO REPLACE
Energy efficient doors save you $$$ 
Tighter door security keeps you safe 
Weather & critter protection 
Upgraded curb appeal 
Increase home value

SPRING 
REPLACEMENT 

/UURME

ANY NEW 
GARAGE DOOR 

/I jgarage

FREE in-home design consultation 
with no obligation!

GARAGE DOOR 
TUNE UP SPECIAL 

$59"
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

'Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy I qualifying window covering and 
receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% off! Offer excludes installation, sales tax, shipping 
and handling, Nut valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount Offer Code BGXB Expires 12/31/22. 
State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses. Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950 
Nev/ Jersey 13VHO939O2OO Oregon 209181 Pennsylvania PA1O7656 Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS County 
Licenses Nassau County. NY HO1O731O1. Rockland County. NY H-12401-34-0000 Licensed through Great Windows Services. 
LLC Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WVO61238 Various City Licenses Available Upon Request ? 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC

REPLACE AN 
EXISTING OPENER 

. /j| GARAGE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
* Subject to credit approval, restrictions apply call for details

limiir . -
. —Lift Master

ENTRFiMATIC

OFF
on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

SCAN TO 
SCHEDULE SERVICE

SERVICING ALL OF METRO DETROIT

248-864-5559

Jgaugedoor^

BEST SERVICE * BEST PARTS * BEST WARRANTY

mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com




NEWSDAY CROSSWORDWarmer climes

iut always in arun in an'

TODAY’S ANSWER
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Action 
Alva 
Aramac 
Beach

Over the past 15 years, the plant has continued to grow and thrive. Visitors to 
the shop, Scott said, are amazed when they see Baby’s size.

Lucky 
Major 
Malanda 
Motel 
Natural 
Nebo 
Nelia 
Noosa 
Ocean 
Palins
Pub lunch 
Oullple 
Rain

Reef 
Relax 
Roma 
Scuba 
Sharks 
Sunshine

Coast 
Swim 
Timber 
Toads 
Tour 
Units 
Yerra

Break 
Broome 
Cape 
Cays 
Cove 
Cow Bay 
Dalby 
Dawn

Diving 
Drink 
Dunk 
Dysart 
Fish 
Giru 
Hats 
Hayman 
Hook 
Ideal 
Laze 
Long 
Lota
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59 Supermarket 
checkout staple

62 Hardly in a sorry 
state

63 Without letup

40-foot schefflera plant named Baby

Scott received the plant, later nicknamed “Baby,” as a grand opening gift when 
she put out the welcome mat to her shop in 2007.

X TUIS PUZZLE CONSISTS 
,\or TWO SEPARATE

CHALLENGES:
\ 1. SEE HOW MANY1 DIFFERENT words you 
/ CAN UNSCRAMBLE 
A WHICH CONTAIN ALL 
) THE LETTERS AT LEET.
| 2. SEE HOW MANY OP 

vj I THESE words you
/ CAN TRACE with A • 

J CONTINUOUS LINE.
■ I \ X EACU TRACING must 
^Jr BEGIN AT THE BLACK 
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41 Find My Shade 
online quiz 
offerer

43 “The backbone 
of the Marines”

44 Galahad garb
45_ ’s Kiss

(Act III of a 
Rostand play)

47 Excess of 
affection

50 Cinematic 
convention for 
conveying a 
concept

52 Song releases, 
in the music 
business

56 Very soon after
57 Trivia
60 Homie
61 What a 

Washington 
portraitist 
wasn’t called

leaves and adds a bit of fresh soil to the 
top of the pot about twice a year.

She has never trimmed or cut the 
plant, she says, because she doesn’t 
want Baby to go into shock.

A botanist once told Scott a schefflera 
plant growing inside wasn’t likely to 
grow past 15 feet in length. At that time, 
Baby was about 30 feet long.

Scott called herself a “nature person” 
and said she loves all plants and flowers. 
Still, Baby is special. Scott wants her to 
have a good home.

“I don’t want to send her just any
where,” she said, noting she’s had some 
interest from local botanical gardens 
but nothing official yet. “Wherever she 
goes, I want it to be a place where they 
will love her the way we love her and al
low her to just spread her branches, 
continue to grow and be around other 
plants in a place where people can still 
come and visit her.

“I believe we’re going to find a home 
for her. I believe the right place will con
tact us and come see her.”

Brenda Scott can be reached at 734
525-9995. The shop will be open in its 
current location until Dec. 27.

12 Melt down or 
hand down

14 Does some 
cramming

15 With something 
taken off

16 Iconic peace 
officer

21 Name in the 
news since 1851

24 Evidential intro
26 One in the lead
28 Groom’s 

growing 
concern

31 Supplementary 
details

33 Tours de force
35 Home 

Improvement 
prop

37 Any of three in 
Macbeth Act 4

38 Is with you
39 Is unobliged to

TODAY’S 
ANSWER

Brenda Scott is hoping for a holiday 
miracle, and she’s confident her miracle 
is coming.

Scott, who owns The Product Shop 
Souvenirs and Gift Shop in Livonia, 
needs to find a home for Baby, a beloved 
and pampered 40-foot-long schefflera 
plant that has flourished in its current 
home, her store.

The business owner is moving to
ward the end of the month but she’s not 
sure where, which leaves Baby’s future 
in jeopardy.

Scott received the plant as a grand 
opening gift when she put out the wel
come mat to her shop in 2007. At the 
time, the nameless plant was about two 
feet tall. For a year, it remained two feet 
tall, with no signs of growth.

When Scott relocated to her current 
storefront at 28465 Five Mile Road, 
something happened.

“I think it’s the northern sunlight, be
cause within three weeks we started 
seeing branches sprout out of nowhere,” 
Scott said. “I named her Baby for a rea
son, because all these little branches 
started coming out, all these little ba
bies. So I said ‘I’m gonna call you Baby.’ ”

Over the past 15 years, the plant has 
continued to grow and thrive. Visitors to 
the shop, Scott said, are amazed when 
they see Baby’s size.

In fact, this past fall, the plant had 
grown so long that Scott and several 
friends moved it from a side room in her 
store into the main retail area, where it 
took them five hours to lovingly string 
the plant throughout the 500-square- 
foot shop.

Baby, Scott said, brings good energy, 
clean air and a feeling of solitude to the 
store.

“People ask, ‘What do you give her?’ 
and I say we give her a lot of love, we 
play music for her and we just give her 
the amount of water she needs,” Scott 
said, noting she also also mists Baby’s

DOWN
1 Extra charge of a 

sort
2 Common Korean 

surname
3 Let pass
4 Second chances
5 Spill something
6 Show stoppers
7 Early user of 

ATMs
8 Exercise obstacle
9 Uncompromising

10 Cotton candy 
purchase

11 ‘The greatest 
symphony,” 
per BBC Music 
Magazine

Brenda Scott, owner of The Product 
Shop on Five Mile Road in Livonia, is 
seeking a new home for the 40-foot 
schefflera plant growing in the store.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDA SCOTT
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FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the arid. They may

•osovax 
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ACROSS
1 One paid to talk 

since the 1920s
13 Capture the 

moment
14 Much more than 

moist
17 Choice for a 

charge
18 Not as sensible
19 State with a

45 mi. northern 
border

20 Not a true friend
22 Hefty helping
23 Surpassing in 

pleasing
25 They help Hades 

in Disney's 
Hercules

27 Slice pairing well 
with peaches

29 Painter’s canvas
30 Taquito
32 Bumps in the 

road
34 Guidance 

computer backup 
for Apollo 
astronauts

36 It articulates with 
the femur

40 Stabilization 
specialist

42 Hit the big time
43 Queen dowager 

of the 1540s
46 No longer 

dubious
48 Sweet sandwich
49 Only four- 

Pulitzer poet
51 Landlocked 

neighbor of 
China

53 Took off
54 Early 10th 

century year
55 Add to another’s 

upset
58 Mother__

straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
14 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
Oaustralianwordgames.com.au

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Police pursue charges following threat at Plymouth Twp. school

post informationmake threats

Community

DealDriver
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frequently to better justify the price
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A Groundworks’ Company

WINTER SAVINGS!

“We put the safety of our school kids as 
priority number one. If folks are going to

BBB

Police conducted extra patrols at the 
school this week as a precautionary
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'Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before the 
promo period expires.

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

Schools Superintendent Monica Merritt 
talked about the incident at the Dec. 13 
meeting of the board of education, not
ing she and other district officials were

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 12 MONTHS

at the school during the incident and 
had communicated frequently to assure 
parents their children were safe.

Merritt also said that while the threat 
was deemed not credible, counselors 
and social workers would be available to 
students following the incident.

“It’s still a traumatic experience for 
students and staff,” she said. “I want to 
thank our students who consistently 
work to bring situations forward that 
might be suspicious or potentially com
promise the safety of our school district.

“It is so important to continue to 
share with a trusted adult anytime a sit
uation occurs so we can work to miti
gate any harm that might be caused.”

lcolvin@hometownlife.com

does not know what happened after 
that.”

Police asked the Jeep driver if he was 
on any medications or if he had con
sumed alcohol prior to the crash, and 
the Jeep driver answered no to both 
questions. However, the driver smelled 
of intoxicants and officers also observed 
he had glassy eyes while being medical
ly evaluated, according to the report. Af
ter he declined treatment and exited an 
ambulance, officers observed him sway
ing from side to side. A preliminary

breathalyzer test was administered, 
and according to the report, the man’s 
blood alcohol content was 0.21, nearly 
three times the legal limit of .08 and 
higher than Michigan’s 0.17 super
drunk law.

The Jeep driver was arrested for op
erating while intoxicated as well as 
driving on an expired license.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley 
at sbromley@hometownlife.com or 
517-281-2412. Follow her on Twitter 
@SusanBromleylO.

Police say they’ve identified the 
source of a threat that sent Starkweath
er Academy into shelter-in-place mode 
Dec. 13.

No names have been released, but 
Plymouth Township Police Chief James 
Knittel said his department will send re
sults of the investigation to the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office for determi
nation of possible charges.

The incident began mid-morning 
Dec. 13 when township police were noti
fied about a social media post that 
threatened lunchtime violence at Stark-

threatening the school, they should ex
pect the consequences to include arrest 
and charges, and that could affect the 
rest of their life.

“Kids post things thinking it’s a joke, 
and it’s no joke. We take it very serious-

“(The low-cost lease is) going away, 
the economics and everything are 
changing, which means we need a 
higher utilization,” he said.

Some benefit could also come with 
the location, Krenz said; there was 
some discussion Northville Township 
may desire to connect with the city’s 
market, and its proposed location 
would put it near the township as well.

The due diligence period for the city 
to inspect the property and raise any 
issues began Oct. 31, leading Council
woman Barbara Moroski-Browne to 
push for the due diligence work to be
gin soon. With the holidays looming, 
she doesn’t want the city to be placed 
in a position to need to pay another de
posit in the spring.

“This is too important,” she said. 
“We don’t want to be forced to go into a 
second six-month period and some
thing shows up.”

Get the latest headlines for metro 
Detroit every morning in your mailbox 
by signing up for our daily briefings 
newsletter.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728.

The driver of an SUV crashed head-on into a school bus in front of Millennium 
Middle School in South Lyon on Dec. 8. courtesy of victor vulaj

The driver of the Jeep was sitting on 
the curb when police arrived, while the 
bus driver was standing near the bus. 
The bus driver told police he was driving 
about 35 students to Centennial Middle 
School when he saw the eastbound Jeep 
enter the westbound lane. The bus driv
er stopped the bus and began honking 
his horn continuously, but to no avail as 
the Jeep driver crashed into the bus, ac
cording to the report.

The bus was smoking, so the bus 
driver evacuated the students and they 
all walked to school.

“Ultimately, we were very happy with 
how the bus driver and the students 
handled the situation,” said Brian Toth, 
district assistant superintendent of ad
ministrative services. “The kids did not 
panic and followed the instructions of 
the bus driver. The bus driver did every
thing by the book and followed his train
ing and very pleased with his actions as 
well. It was definitely a scary way to 
start the day.”

The Jeep driver told police that he left 
his Brookdale apartment and was driv
ing to McDonald’s to get breakfast, ac
cording to the report. He said he heard a 
horn honking and then his vehicle was 
smoking.

According to the police report, “he

weather, Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools’ alternative high school. After 
an hours-long investigation that includ
ed multiple interviews, the threat was 
determined to be not credible.

“The case is still under investigation 
but we did identify the source of the in
formation,” Knittel said. “Our plan, just 
like any threat made on social media or 
otherwise, will be to have the prosecu
tor’s office review the information and 
make a determination on charges.”

As threats become more common 
across the country, police are finding 
they need to expend more resources to 
combat the issue.

“Just about every officer in the de
partment was out there,” Knittel said.

measure.
Plymouth-Canton

TOP RATED I

Laura Colvin
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-Sunny B.
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Milford’s Sam Lewis rebounds during a non-conference game Dec. 12 at Livonia Churchill, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

With Lewis playing lights-out 
Milford could win LVC title

If you made the trip Dec. 12 to Livonia 
Churchill and paid the $5 admission, 
you were unfortunately robbed of see
ing Milford boys basketball star Sam 
Lewis put on a show.

Part of that had to do with the Maver
icks’ schedule — they were playing 
back-to-back nights against a pair of 
Kensington Lakes Activities Associa
tion teams in Churchill and Salem. Get
ting a chance to rest their 6-foot-6 sen
ior small forward — which they did for 
the entire second half — is always a wise 
choice when possible, especially with a 
Lakes Valley Conference matchup at 
Walled Lake Western coming up to 
round out the week.

The other part of that had to do with 
Milford playing what coach David Gil
bert likes to call “Milford basketball."

To sum it up for those who are unfa
miliar: It’s hard-nosed, in-your-face de
fense (whether that’s a halfcourt trap, 
zone defense or man-to-man), hustle 
plays in transition and doing everything 
you can to sacrifice your own shine and 
glory for the betterment of the team.

Playing “Milford basketball” is what 
has the Mavericks 3-0 to open the sea
son. It’s what helped them race past the 
Chargers with a 57-24 victory. And it’s 
what makes them a serious contender 
for the LVC title.

Lewis is definitely the centerpiece. 
And, frankly, it’s surprising that only Di
vision III and NAIA schools are recruit
ing him to play in college because he’s 
one of the best shooters in Oakland 
County (more on that later).

But the guys surrounding him, plus 
the depth on the bench, should help Mil
ford compete for a league champion
ship. And that’s no easy feat, especially 
with each team playing 16 conference

Each set of bleachers inside North
ville’s gymnasium has giant white 
signs in large lettering that read “NO 
SITTING IN THE 1ST ROW OR STAND
ING ON THE FLOOR.”

That’s important to know because 
multiple times former Mustangs quar
terback Luca Prior fell out of the stu
dent section and onto the floor while 
celebrating his schoolmates’ big plays 
Dec. 16 against Detroit Catholic Cen
tral.

When Carlos Adamson scored lay
ups in transition and buried 3-pointers 
from the corner, there was Prior losing 
his mind — and easily 100 other Mus
tangs in the white-out who were doing 
the same:

When Angelo Rodriguez won arm 
wrestling match after arm wrestling 
match in the post to draw trips to the 
foul line, the Prior-led student section 
erupted some more.

When Cullen Foley laid it all on the 
line while driving to the hoop, Prior 
and his friends ... well, you get it al
ready. Athletic director Brian Samulski 
should’ve wom a badge for the amount

Aizlyn Albanese was so nervous 
about her game that she texted her fa
ther for reassurance.

Part of that had to do with where the 
Farmington Hills Mercy girls basket
ball team was playing on Dec. 16. The 
Marlins (5-0) were Game 1 of a double
header at Northville. First, it was Mer
cy and the Mustangs, and then Detroit 
Catholic Central and Northville 
capped off the evening with a boys 
game.

Albanese assumed there’d be a 
packed crowd because of the proxim
ity between Northville and CC. And 
that guess proved to be right as both 
student sections made the Shamrocks’ 
eventual win a can’t-miss affair.

But she was also anxious because 
she knew Northville was going to make 
it a game. With Hartland graduating 
most of its starting lineup and losing 
its coach to retirement from last year’s 
Division 1 state runner-up team, that 
has made the Mustangs one of the top 
contenders to win the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association-West. 
And considering how the Marlins had 
to battle back from a 12-point deficit 
against Brighton, another KLAA-West 
team, a week ago, a lot was going to be 
expected of the sophomore.

That’s right. Albanese is only a

games. Yeah, the Mavericks beat de
fending LVC champion Waterford Mott 
in their home opener last week. But 
they still have 15 games left, and with 
the way South Lyon East has been 
chattering on Twitter, Milford isn’t go
ing to just run away with this thing.

“I truly believe in this team. If we 
continue to focus on the details and get 
better, I think we’ve got a legitimate 
shot to do some special things this sea
son,” Gilbert said. “We’ve just got to be 
ourselves. With the long season, 
growth is easily the biggest thing we’re 
looking for as well as staying consis
tent in what we like to call ‘Milford bas
ketball.’ Good, hard-nosed defense, 
sharing the basketball, and you saw 
we were able to do that tonight.”

A case of “Milford basketball” broke 
out during the second quarter at Chur
chill.

Brandon Folsom 
Hometownlife.com

Albanese 
brings in 
33 points as 
Mercy beats 
Northville
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

Shamrocks, 
Mustangs give 
promising 
district preview
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Adamczyk scores 1,000th career 
point as Black Hawks beat Plymouth
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Between the first and second quar
ters Wednesday night, Plymouth boys 
basketball coach Andrew Meeuswen 
walked to the scorer’s tables, looked at 
the scorebook, shook his head and then 
headed back to his bench.

“He’s got 12 points!” the first-year 
coach said to himself quietly with a 
dumbfounded look.

Who’s he?
That’s Bloomfield Hills senior Noah 

Adamczyk.
For fans of Oakland Activities Asso

ciation basketball or anyone who hangs 
out in gyms in northern Oakland Coun
ty, the shooting guard isn’t some new 
phenomenon. He definitely isn’t new to 
Hometown Life’s readers. His tales of 
leading the Black Hawks to a White divi
sion championship a year ago were told 
in the Birmingham Eccentric.

But for the rest of Michigan, he might 
as well be named Joe Schmoe or John 
Doe. He’s not talked about like the guys 
in the Catholic League or Detroit Public 
School League. He’s criminally underre
cruited, especially for someone who can 
bury Steph Curry-length 3-pointers at 
any moment. The roster has him listed 
at 6 foot, but he’s more likely 5-10, and 
that, right there, is why colleges haven’t 
been racing up Telegraph to scout his 
games.

In fact, there were actually four col
leges on hand vs. Plymouth: A trio of Di
vision II schools in Indianapolis, North
wood and Wayne State as well as D-III 
Alma College. But that’s because the 
Wildcats have a pair of star players in 
6-9 center Kelvin Amoaka and 6-4 small 
forward Bryce Garbacz.

Amoaka, rightfully so, has been one 
of the hottest recruits in metro Detroit 
since this past summer. What small 
school wouldn’t want a project like him? 
He’s got the size and physical attributes 
to be a dominant post player at the next 
level. He just needs to refine his funda
mentals.

And Garbacz is no slouch either. 
Bloomfield Hills was en route to a blow
out win over Plymouth, but it was Gar- 
bacz’s hot shooting in the second half 
that made it a seven-point game late.

Bloomfield Hills’ Noah Adamczyk celebrates scoring 1,000 career points following
a game against Plymouth on Dec. 14. brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

The senior scored 19 of his team-best 28 
points in the second half, which includ
ed him burying a trio of 3s late, to make 
it a respectable 63-47 loss.

And, most importantly, Amoaka and 
Garbacz have earned every bit of the 
recruiting attention they’ve gotten. 
They’ve put in the work, especially in 
the off-season, to warrant having col
lege scouts at their games.

But so has Adamczyk.
And if his performance through the 

first three games hasn’t sounded an 
alarm inside the recruiting offices at 
most colleges around the midwest, then 
coaches just aren’t paying attention on 
purpose.

He scored 32 and 31 points, respec
tively, in Bloomfield Hills’ first two 
games, and he primarily faced a box- 
and-one defense in both victories.

Meeuwsen knew what to expect out 
of Adamczyk entering the matchup. 
But, of course, he was still bewildered 
by Adamczyk’s play after the first quar
ter. Plymouth was lucky the senior had 
just 12 points by then.

And the Wildcats did everything they 
could to stop him from scoring. But he 
got to the rim and scored over Ply
mouth’s big guys, including Amoaka. 
And he buried catch-and-shoot 3s.

And then he pulled up from the vol
leyball line and sank another 3 at the 
buzzer.

The referees gave Adamczyk a tech
nical foul for flexing after a tough finish 
at the rim. The senior responded by 
scoring the first eight points of the sec
ond quarter.

He didn’t miss his first shot until al
most halfway through the period.

It was Bloomfield Hills 46, Noah 
Adamczyk 32 and Plymouth 32 entering 
the fourth.

“The original game plan was to play a 
little no catch, no help, but he’s really, 
really good,” Meeuwsen said. “He knows 
how to still get the ball where he wants 
to get it. He’s a really good basketball 
player. He’s very smart, has a high IQ 
and knows what foot to attack. He’s 
very patient, so hats off to him.”

Had Garbacz not made it close in the 
fourth, Bloomfield Hills coach Brian 
Canfield would’ve likely pulled Adamc
zyk. Except the guard entered the game 
needing just 42 points to reach 1,000 for 
his career.

So the Black Hawks (3-0) went for it.
After Garbacz knocked down a 3 and 

scored at the rim to trim Plymouth’s def
icit, all while taunting Bloomfield Hills’ 
student section in the process, Adamc

zyk responded with a 3 of his own (side 
note: the trash talk was warranted by 
the Wildcats, as the BHHS faithful had 
plenty of creative insults all night).

Moments later, Adamczyk sank a 
runner in the lane. And then he scored 
again in transition.

He had no idea how close he actually 
was to the career milestone.

But Julian Manna, Bloomfield Hills’ 
starting point guard last year, did.

The 2022 graduate had been keeping 
a tally of Adamczyk’s points while sit
ting courtside, just waiting for the big 
moment to happen.

And then Adamczyk stripped Gar
bacz, who had fallen to the floor, near 
midcourt and then outraced Amoaka for 
a tough finish at the rim to score his 
1,000th point.

Manna jumped out of his seat and 
right onto the court, started screaming 
in celebration and then pointed at his 
former teammate.

Adamczyk turned his head and then 
grinned back at Manna, realizing he had 
just done it.

Canfield called timeout so the gym
nasium could briefly celebrate the mo
ment.

“I thought he was maybe going to get 
it Friday,” the first-year coach said. “In 
the first half, he came out firing. The 
next thing I know, he’s two points away 
from it. He got that breakaway. You 
couldn’t be more proud of a kid, though, 
because all he does is work and puts in 
the time outside (of practice).”

Bloomfield Hills halted Plymouth’s 
offense on the ensuing possession, 
which allowed Adamczyk to dribble out 
the remaining 57 seconds while the 
crowd gave him a standing ovation.

After the final buzzer, he clutched the 
game ball against his left forearm like a 
football so he wouldn’t fumble his new 
memento as a pack of students stormed 
the court to celebrate with him.

And even the scorebook will be saved 
as Shari, the team’s bookkeeper, tallied 
the points but also added an exclama
tion point to Adamczyk’s line in the box
score. It’ll forever read, “42!”

“It’s an unreal feeling,” Adamczyk 
said of scoring a career-high. “It doesn’t 
happen often. I’ll take it (and celebrate) 
tonight. But we’ve got practice tomor
row, and we got a game on Friday.”

Raiders benefit from undersized Ray Jr.’s play
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Boys basketball teams don’t win 
state championships without guys like 
Dwayne Ray Jr.

The North Farmington sixth man 
proved that in Tuesday’s 76-38 victory 
over Detroit Catholic Central.

It was a battle early on.
As it should’ve been because the 

Raiders (3-0) entered the week ranked 
No. 2 in Michigan, regardless of divi
sion, in The D Zone Top 100, behind only 
Brother Rice, while the Shamrocks are 
coming off a state quarterfinal appear
ance and brought into the matchup one 
of the best lineups in metro Detroit.

In fact, big man Josh Ross converted 
on an acrobatic layup attempt in transi
tion to put CC ahead 11-10 early in the 
opening quarter.

North Farmington had left plenty of 
points on the floor. Its post players 
missed a few bunnies under the basket. 
A couple of open jumpers didn’t fall, de
spite Mr. Basketball candidate Ryan 
Hurst knocking down two early 3-point
ers to inspire his teammates. And smart
ing point guard Prince Jackson missed 
three contested layups.

The Raiders looked nervous. They 
needed to settle in. And they needed to 
do so quickly.

And then they did thanks to coach 
Todd Negoshian subbing in Ray Jr., 
whose physical presence isn’t going to 
intimidate many people.

He looks every bit undersized at 5- 
foot-9, though his dedication to the 
weight room with strength and condi
tioning coach Billy Slobin has helped 
add muscle to his frame.

But don’t tell Ray Jr. he’s not big 
enough to play at a high level. He doesn’t 
care to hear about it. His height isn’t 
stopping him from playing with the 
heart of an all-stater who’s 6-7 or 6-8.

“You’ve got to have that dog mental
ity in you,” the point guard said.

You’ve probably got two questions 
about Ray Jr.: What does he add to the

North Farmington’s Dwayne Ray Jr. defends Detroit Catholic Central’s Uchenna 
Amene during a game Dec. 13. tom beaudoin/specialto hometownlife.com

team and what did he do to help the 
Raiders turn a one-point deficit into an 
almost running-clock win vs. the Sham
rocks?

He played steady defense on CC 
guard Uchenna Amene and added plen
ty of energy to the floor.

Once Ray Jr. entered the game, the 
Raiders went on an 18-5 run, which in
cluded him making a beautiful pass 
across the paint to set up Hurst for a 
catch-and-shoot 3 that put their team 
ahead 26-16 early in the second quarter.

And then, quietly, Ray Jr. kept mak
ing play after play.

He teamed up with guard Landon 
Williams for a trap that resulted in La
Mar Walls turning the turnover into a 
layup.

He drove into the paint, sucked in the 
defense and then hit Lee Hardy with a 
pass on the backside for two points.

And then he baited a pass that turned 
into Walls throwing down a two-handed 
dunk that earned the senior a technical 
foul for hanging on the rim and a nice, 
loud round of “daddy’s money!” chants 
from North Farmington’s student sec
tion.

“Coach trusts me with the sixth-man 
role and, defense-wise, I like it,” said 
Ray Jr., who sank a pair of free throws 
for his only two points. “I love playing 
defense. If they’re (the starters) strug
gling, I’m going to hit some shots to get 
the energy going. If the bench is dead, 
I’m going to get the energy going. As I 
step onto the court, I bring the energy.”

But he does so quietly.
Statisticians aren’t running out of ink 

while writing down all of his points in 
the scorebook as they do with Hurst, 
who scored a game-high 21 points. But 
he’s getting a key assist here that sparks 

a big run. Then he’s getting a much- 
needed turnover there that has oppos
ing offenses second-guessing them
selves.

Ray Jr. held Amene, CC’s star point 
guard, scoreless in the second quarter, 
which is saying something because 
Amene had a 49-point game a week ago. 
Amene finished with just 12 points, 
though it must be noted that the Sham
rocks’ best player, shooting guard TJ Na
deau, sat out another night with a dis
located shoulder.

“He plays with a chip on his shoulder 
because of his size,” Negoshian said of 
his sixth man. “But he’s unbelievable 
with the way he plays, how hard he 
plays and how smart he plays. He has 
grit, and he has a toughness about him. 
You can’t replace that. He’s a little small 
for what we want — for what (any team 
would) want — but his productivity ev
ery night, whether it’s at practice or in a 
game, is second to none. With that chip 
on his shoulder, he always feels like he’s 
got something to prove to people. Be
cause of that, he’s been successful.”

North Farmington is deep.
And it’s definitely one of the few met

ro Detroit teams that will compete for a 
Division 1 state title.

Hurst is one of the top scorers in the 
state.

Hardy has turned into a consistent 
big man down low when it comes to re
bounds and cleaning up misses.

Landon Williams and Tyler Spratt 
have proved to be absolute gamers, de
spite being only juniors.

Jackson continues to find his role in 
the backcourt after sitting out last year 
due to the transfer rule.

“Anybody that wins a state champi
onship in any sport, you’ve got to have 
depth,” Negoshian said. “You’ve got to 
have consistency. You’ve got to have an 
edge.”

, And, for North Farmington, you’ve 
got to have a Dwayne Ray Jr.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (fofolsom- 
brandonj.
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Milford coach David Gilbert talks to his players.
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If he has an off night, it might be tough 
for them to compete with the top teams 
in their league. But he rarely has off

ball being played."
Honestly, the Mavericks are a deep, 

deep team, but they’ll go as Lewis goes.

RENEWAL MILITAUY 

byANDERSEN MJ

Get your exact price quote in just 48 hot

nights.
A year ago, he averaged 18.6 points, 

6.0 rebounds and 3.0 assists, shot 43% 
from the floor and buried 49 3s, which 
was good enough for All-LVC honors 
and for him to be named his team’s MVP. 
The 390 points he totaled wound up be
ing the third most scored in a single sea
son in program history.

“This is my 10th year, and he’s a spe
cial player,” Gilbert said. “I’m a fan of his 
on the sideline. He’s just a gym rat. He 
cares about his team more than himself. 
He cares about winning more than his 
stats. Those kids who are that talented 
and have that mentality don’t come 
around too often. I’m just trying to ap
preciate it, and I think our whole team 
feeds off of him.”

The more the Mavericks play “Mil
ford basketball,” the more likely Lewis 
will continue sitting on the bench in the 
second half. So buyers beware when you 
hand over your $5 at the ticket table.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (a>folsom- 
brandonj.

Turnovers, sure-handed rebounds 
and a swarming defense allowed Lewis 
to have a brief highlight-reel effort.

In about a 6-minute stretch, Lewis 
buried a trio of 3-pointers, outscored 
the Chargers 13-2 on his own and ended 
his evening early by grabbing a rebound 
and taking it coast-to-coast for a layup 
that gave the Mavericks a 37-8 lead by 
halftime. He has his teammates’ tough 
defense to thank for that. They’re the 
ones who got him going.

The senior finished with a game-high 
19 points and didn’t see the floor in the 
second half. He spent the majority of his 
time in Livonia with a small green Gat
orade cup in his hand while sitting on 
the bench, sandwiched between team
mates Lucas Jaklic and Anthony Hutter, 
who chipped in six points apiece.

“We have a lot of confidence,” Lewis 
said of Milford’s chances of winning the 
LVC. “Our home opener was a nice one 
against Mott to kind of build confidence. 
We’ve been building it in practice, and 
now it’s starting to show in games. I 
think we just need to play ‘Milford bas
ketball’ every game, play D and just lock 
in on all four quarters.”

Lewis split his summer between 
playing for the Legacy Center-based 
The Process AAU program and running 
open gyms with the Mavericks.

He said he’s been getting up about 
250-500 shots per day. Anytime he can, 
he likes to get in the gym and work on 
his individual game with his father, Mil
ford JV coach Andy Lewis.

Lewis is a steady defender, but the 
best part about his game is his shooting. 
He can hit from seemingly anywhere on 
the floor and he has about the nicest 
shooting motion you’ll find in Michigan.

If you were to ask Lewis to square up 
to the basket, he literally could. His 
arms have the perfect bend to them 
when he lets a shot fly. It’s so pure that 
teams often double-team him to keep 
him from racking up 3-pointers. And 
that’s been a boon for the other starters, 
including Luke Siterlet (seven points) 
and Owen Stark (two).

“Isn’t it beautiful?” Gilbert laughed 
about Lewis’ shooting motion. “When 
he’s doubled and guys are trying to deny 
him, he’s going to find the open man, 
too. So it just leads to some great basket -

Milford’s Sam Lewis goes through player introductions before a non-conference game Dec. 12 at Livonia Churchill
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

If you’re living with the pain of failing 
windows and doors, you want to know as 
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new “fifth-quarter” rule.
Essentially he’s a JV player who can 

also appear in varsity games.
And with Nadeau still recovering 

from his injury, Suardini, who buried a 
pair of 3s in the first half, has been need-

Competitive Pricing & Discounts. 

20% off all jobs.

O & E MEDIA (nnnr)

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts.

Northville (0-3) just wouldn’t go 
away. Which makes sense because Ad
amson is one of the best guards in the 
KLAA. He scored 18 of his team-best 25 
points in the second half and kept trim-

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

No payment required until the job is 
finished and you’re completely satisfied

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.

We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

ming the Mustangs’ deficit. And that’s 
not a bad effort considering injuries and 
illnesses have hindered Northville’s 
start. The Mustangs are yet to hold a 
practice with every player present.

So after Northville’s Justin Huang 
buried a 3 from the corner to make CC’s 
lead just 57-50 with 2:06 remaining, the 
Shamrocks needed somebody, anybody, 
to step up and ensure they wouldn’t 
blow their lead late.

Surprisingly enough, that somebody

Detroit Catholic Central’s Uchenna Amene shoots during a non-conference game 
Dec. 16 at Northville, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

was Suardini.
The 5-foot-8 freshman finished at 

the rim to extend that lead to nine 
points. And then he got to the foul line 
and hit a pair of shots in the bonus. And 
then he finished with a layup.

The rookie went on a 6-0 run of his 
own to secure the 65-52 victory and fin
ish with 12 points.

“I was just coming in here to do what
ever they needed me to do and help until 
TJ gets back,” Suardini said of his 
crunch-time effort. “I was just trying to 
help and do whatever I can. I’m just here 
to do whatever the program needs me to 
do and whatever I can to help us win a 
state championship because that’s our

20% OFF i5bs

We Move
Let us take care of the 
back breaking work of 
moving your contents! 
Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you 
covered.

Wb Store
We place your contents ir 
an on-site locked storage 
unit so you can rest 
assured your things are 
dry and safe

We Floor
Watch the 
transformation as we 
liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we 
return and safely place 
your items back.

All American Gutter Protection’s gutter guard 
system is the best system on the market. Very 
robust, extremely effective, and barely visible 
with a lifetime warranty. Cost is comparable 
to systems of much lower quality. Installers 
were prompt, courteous, and cautions. Highly 
recommended, fy

Immediately following the hand
shake line, CC’s players and its student 
section huddled together to sing its usu
al, “Mary, Alma Mater.” But as soon as 
the song halted, a gang of students 
grabbed Suardini and hugged him.

“That’s big minutes for him,” Sinawi 
said of his freshman. “We knew this was 
coming because he’s been coming on in 
practice. He’s a five-quarter kid, so he’s 
been playing with the JV team and find
ing some rhythm. The kid can shoot the 
lights out. It’s great that we can find dif
ferent guys to step up when our top guys 
are out. That’s what good teams do, and 
tonight was a great coming-out party for 
him. I’m happy for him, he works his tail 
off and he’s one of the hardest-working 
kids.”

Of course, Suardini was mobbed by 
the media afterward. In between inter
views, Sinawi grabbed Suardini and 
also hugged him and then said, “Great 
job. I’m so proud of you.”

“This is fun,” Sinawi said while pan
ning his gaze around the arena.”Playing 
in this atmosphere against a really good 
basketball team, a well-coached basket
ball team, in a great atmosphere, that’s 
why we play the non-conference sched
ule we do. We’re not only getting our 
guys physically ready (for the Catholic 
League and the postseason) but men
tally ready to go as well. It’ll help us 
down the road. We’re going to have our 
hands full. Our entire district is tough, 
and they’re going to be gunning for us.”

And that includes Prior and the NHS 
student section, assuming Samulski 
doesn’t stand in their way.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (a>folsom- 
brandonj.

Winter Savings - 
Opr lowest pricing of the year

of crowd control he did all night.
And CC’s student section showed out 

as well (with officer Aaron Babicz in 
charge of the south bleachers).

So did Northville’s drum line as well 
as a bunch of alumni who made it home 
from college for their holiday break.

An early December game that had all 
four sets of bleachers pulled out? That’s 
almost unheard of these days.

It looked, felt and smelled a lot like a 
Division 1 district final game.

And, well, that’s exactly what it was.
The Michigan High School Athletic 

Association is sending CC south for the 
district tournament this season. Instead 
of playing against one of the three 
Walled Lake schools, the Shamrocks, a 
state quarterfinal team a year ago, will 
become an honorary Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association member when 
March rolls around.

CC’s 65-52 victory over Northville 
wasn’t just a good game. It was a poten
tial district championship preview.

The district the Mustangs will host 
features Canton, Plymouth, Salem, No
vi, Northville and CC. And there’s a good 
chance Prior and his pals will be just as 
rowdy in the spring.

“Hopefully, we match up again with 
them in March here,” Northville coach 
Todd Sander said.

The Shamrocks (3-2) were still with
out future Division I college player TJ 
Nadeau (dislocated shoulder), and they 
played most of the game with forward 
DJ Lee in foul trouble.

Guard Uchenna Amene (20 points) 
and big man Josh Ross (eight) did well in 
keeping CC ahead of the Mustangs all 
night, but they needed help down the 
stretch from a handful of stars in the 
making.

Sam Howard (12) hit big shots from 
downtown and even scooted to the hoop 
to draw an and-one.

Devin Lee (five) scored down low to 
keep Northville at arm’s length.

But it was the freshman who closed 
out the road win for the Shamrocks.

That would be Asher Suardini.
And that guard isn’t even a full-time 

member of the varsity. If he was a pro
fessional soccer player, he’d be on the 
taxi squad. He’s a guy coach Brandon Si
nawi has been using with the relatively
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Farmington Hills Mercy coach Gary Morris talks to his players during a game.

Farmington Hills Mercy’s Maya White 
rebounds during a non-conference 
game Dec. 16 at Northville.

It takes quite a skill to channel ner
vous energy into confidence. And that’s 
something you see seniors do all the 
time. Heck, it’s something Cunning
ham, a first-teamer on Hometown Life’s 
All-Area team, did all last year.

All it took for the sophomore was a 
quick reminder from her dad via text be
fore the opening tip.

“My dad was like, “Aiz, I’m proud of 
you no matter what. You’re doing great 
because you recognize the feelings that 
you have. You’ve pinpointed them and 
said I’m nervous but, no, I’m not going to 
let it impact me.’” Albanese said. “I knew 
I had to take those nerves and turn them 
into excitement and play through them.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: (a)folsombrandonj.

sophomore.
The Marlins won both the Catholic 

League-Central and a district title a year 
ago with veteran play from Sarah Cun
ningham and Sophie Dugas. That al
lowed players such as forward Maya 
White, point guard Lauren Smiley and 
Albanese to find their roles as merely 
one cog keeping Mercy’s well-oiled ma
chine rolling down victory lane.

But Cunningham and Dugas were 
lost to graduation.

More has been asked of White, a 
Grand Valley State commit, and Smiley. 
And new girls are filling in those roles 
previously held by them.

And it might be unfair, but even more 
has been asked of Albanese.

Take a look around the CHSL. Almost 
every team has a future college basket
ball star leading the team. That’s 
Mckenzie Swanson at Bloomfield Hills 
Marian, last year’s CHSL tournament 
champions, and Kennedy Blair at Dear
born Divine Child. And it looks like the 
new twins, freshmen Ava and Vanessa 
Rodriguez, are going to be just that for 
Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard, argu
ably the favorite to win the Central this 
winter.

Albanese is only in the 10th grade, but 
she’s being forced to make Ms. Basket
ball nominee plays.

And that was the case once again in 
their 50-38 win at Northville.

Mercy (5-0) trailed at halftime, the 
third time in five nights it has faced a 
deficit entering the second half of 
games, and Albanese helped bail out 
Mercy and turn a close game into a run
away victory.

She scored all 14 of her team’s points 
in the third quarter. That included her 
hitting jumpers, driving to the hoop and 
finishing at the foul line.

That momentum inspired her team
mates to play better. White nailed three 
baskets down low, including opening 
the fourth with an and-one opportunity. 
She scored nine of her 10 points in the 
final 8 minutes alone.

Northville’s Susy Heller scored a bas
ket to snap an almost 5-minute score
less streak for the Mustangs, but Alba
nese closed it out at the foul line in the 
bonus, going 7 of 8 late and finishing 
with a staggering 33 points.

“She’s a confident player,” coach Gary 
Morris said. “She knows she has worked 
hard. As a result of that, she’s a capable 
player (in these moments). Early on, she 
was hitting outside shots. I think North
ville is a very good defensive team and 
so they’re going to make an adjustment 
and take that away. Then she showed 
she can drive to the basket, and she’s an 
excellent free-throw shooter so we feel 
really good when she’s going to the line.”

But what did it feel like in that mo
ment?

“Yeah, I feel a lot of pressure,” Alba
nese admitted. “But I rise when I have 
pressure. I want to play in college. When 
you play in college, there’s tons of pres
sure on you. Tonight I went out and was 
nervous. I just really, really wanted to 
win this game. The same with the last 
game (against Brighton). Me, personal
ly, I’m always like, ‘No, I need to go out 
there and get the team to start playing,’ 
especially when we’re down at half
time.”

Morris has been expecting this effort 
out of Albanese.

She got consistently better in each 
game throughout her freshman season. 
By the time the district final came 
around, she was playing as more of a go
to star for the Marlins than just a fresh-

Farmington Hills Mercy’s Aizlyn Albanese dribbles Dec. 16 at Northville.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

man getting a few minutes here and 
there.

That experience was a boon for Alba
nese, who said it motivated her to im
prove during her AAU season with the 
Michigan Storm program this past sum
mer.

“Playing AAU just really helped me 
because I developed a lot of confidence, 
and I just worked on my shot and my 
driving,” Albanese said. “When we’re 
down, which we have been for a few of 
our games in the past couple of weeks, 
after halftime I’ve been like, ‘No! We’re 
not losing. That’s not an option here. We 
need to beat them.’ I like to get the team 
going like, ‘Let’s go! This is our game. 
We’re winning. We’ve got 4 minutes left. 
Let’s go!’ When I get them fired up, it 
fires me up.”

Scan or visit: 
localiq.com/recruitment/ 
job-seekers-search/
Plus, learn tips and tricks 
on how to start your job 
search journey, now.
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Nothing about Chris 
Newman’s formative 
years as a soccer player

Meet PCA grad, star Fernandez’ potential replacement

Each player on the Plymouth Christian Academy 
girls basketball team has a nickname on her warmups.

Some of them make sense, like “HAY HAY” for sen
ior sharpshooter Hailey Maulbetsch.

But Clara Groen is out there doing ballhandling 
drills and layups with “FRESHMAN” on her back.

Yeah, technically, the point guard is a freshman.
But “FRESHMAN” is often a nickname given to 

someone who, well, just isn’t that good. And that’s just 
not Groen, who has been one of the Eagles’ standouts 
through three weeks.

They’re coming off a Division 4 state runner-up fin
ish to Fowler a year ago. And everyone is back except 
for Anna Fernandez, Hometown Life’s 2021-22 Player 
of the Year, who is now playing for Wheaton College in 
Illinois.

Groen is one of two point guards who longtime 
coach Rod Windle has tasked with replacing Fernan
dez’s production. Senior Morganne Houk, who has 
never played the position before, is the other.

And that senior-freshman combo in the backcourt 
has been a boon for PCA, which has just ripped off 
back-to-back wins against Kensington Lakes Activ
ities Association opponents after suffering three 
losses to open the season. But those three losses were 
against D-l teams Dexter and Farmington Hills Mercy 
and D-3 powerhouse Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard 
(and we’ll talk more about FGR later). The Eagles are 
2-3 overall, but they don’t hide from anybody.

While Groen has put in the reps to be a surehanded 
guard, Houk is slowly easing into the position after 
playing mostly wing for Windle in the past. Fernandez 
has always been the star point guard for PCA, but 
Houk, Maulbetsch and Madison Yeager have been no 
slouches either. The seniors entered this winter as 
Windle’s “Big 3.”

But the Eagles might need to change that to “Big 4” 
with how great Groen has looked.

Goen and Houk have been interchangeable bringing 
the ball up the court, and that keeps opponents on 
their toes. You never know when Houk will line up on 
the wing for a possession and bury a 3-pointer or drive

Due to the holiday, 
our office hours and 
obituary placement 

times may vary.

Please contact us at 
800-926-8237 or 

detroitobits@gannett.com 
for further details.

Obituaries

Mariette (nee 
Beuglet) Forberg

Forberg, Mariette 
(nee Beuglet), De
cember 10, 2022, Age 
83, of Birmingham, 
Michigan. Loving wife 
of Charles for 57 years. 
Dear mother of Mi
chael Forberg, Daniel 
Forberg (Lynn), Kit 
Forberg, Paul Forberg 
(Mirjam), and Beth 
Harding.(Jim). Also 
survived by eight 
grandchildren. Sis
ter of Jeanne (the late 
Jack) Ryan and the late 
Charles and Gerard 
Beuglet. Sister-in-law 
of Marilyn Beuglet 
and the late Cathy 
Cole-Beuglet. Funeral 
Mass was held Saturday, 
December 17, 2022, at 
Holy Name Catholic 
Church, 630 Harmon 
St., Birmingham. Me
morial tributes to Dys- 
phonia International, 
formerly National 
Spasmodic Dysphonia 
Association, 300 Park 
Blvd, Suite 415, Itasca, 
Illinois 60143.

View obituary and 
share memories at AJ- 
Desmond.com

NOVI - Elwood Ralph 
Sippola passed away 
peacefully on December 
11, 2022 at the age of 80, 
at Ascension Providence 
Hospital located in Novi, 
MI. He was surrounded 
by loved ones.

Born March 3rd, 1942 
in Painesville, OH to 
Elwood, Sr. and Lavern 
Sippola (nee Congos), 
Elwood is preceded in 
death by his parents and 
his sister Patricia (Prat
er). He is survived by his 
former wife Linda Sip
pola and their children 
Elstan (Christie) Sippola, 
Erin (Matthew) Laven
der, Erik Sippola, Eliza
beth Sippola, Eliot (Erin) 
Sippola, along with five 
grandchildren: Avery, Ja
son, Marina, Olivia and Samuel.

Elwood graduated from Painesville High School 
in 1960 and enlisted in the United States Army 
4th Armored Division, serving from 1961-1964. 
Following an honorable discharge, he lived in 
Detroit, MI and settled in Milford, MI in 1975, 
where he spent the next 47 years raising his fam
ily, completing a 45-year career as an Electrical 
Designer for Consulting Engineering Associates 
(CEA) in Detroit, and living out his American 
Dream.

He was involved in many activities, including 
leading Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, coaching 
youth sports teams, and teaching Sunday school 
at St. George’s Episcopal church in Milford, ML 
Elwood enjoyed drawing, painting, woodwork
ing, telling jokes, and he was an avid fan of The 
Ohio State University. He embodied a spirit of 
generosity and service by contributing his time 
and support to numerous charitable causes.

Elwood will be laid to rest at the Great Lakes 
National Cemetery in Holly, ML

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
the American Legion in his honor.

PCA’s Clara Groen shoots against Livonia Franklin.Plymouth Christian Academy’s Morganne Houk.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

to the hoop for a tough basket, just like old times.
“The fact that Morganne can still be a threat on the 

wing with Clara at the point is more of a bonus,” Win
dle said following last week’s 57-25 win over Livonia 
Franklin. “And for Morganne to grow into the point 
guard spot like she has is really a testament to her work 
ethic this summer.”

So where did Groen come from?
She’s actually part of the Michigan Factory Basket

ball youth program, the same one Houk, Maulbetsch 
and Yeager have played for over the years.

And The Factory is the same AAU program that Fer
nandez came up in.

Groen grew up watching Fernandez and even tried 
patterning her play style after her.

And, for the most part, Groen has done well with 
that. She plays just like Fernandez, who could hit a 
shot from almost anywhere on the floor but excelled 
the most in turning her defense into transition points.

“I did look up to her,” Groen said. “I came to her all of 
her games when I was younger. Sometimes she’d give 
me advice and so have the others. Actually, all of these 
seniors have all been really good for me. All of them 
have been really supportive, so I know even if I mess 
up, they’ll be encouraging and nice to me.”

Groen totaled 10 points vs. the Patriots in PCA’s first

Pinckney’s Newman is Player of Year
foreshadowed the great
ness he would achieve at 
Pinckney High School.

“Honestly, growing up, 
I was just a player on the 
team,” he said. “In sixth or 
seventh grade, I made the 
‘B’ team one year. I was so 
disappointed about that. 
It changed something.”

Newman channeled 
that disappointment into 
a newfound drive that 
helped him earn a spot on 
the top team at Legacy 
Center the following year 
and become a varsity 
player as a freshman just 
a few years later.

“I guess it stops me 
from giving up, because I 
was so down on myself,” 
he said.

Newman’s four-year 
career at Pinckney pro
duced two league cham
pionships, 53 goals, two 
all-state honorable men
tion selections and cul
minated with the honor 
of being named Living
ston County boys soccer 
Player of the Year by the 
Livingston Daily.

Pinckney coach Sean 
Grace knew little about 
Newman until he began 
hearing reports from the 
seniors who were run
ning offseason practices 
in the summer of 2019. 
Grace didn’t plan to take 
any freshmen on a sen
ior-dominated team led 
by Nic Brousseau, who 
scored a school-record 35 
goals that season.

“The seniors started 
telling me, ‘You need to 
start looking at this guy; 
this kid’s for real,’ when 
the captains were run
ning practices,” Grace 
said. “Unless he was go
ing to start and play more 
than half the game, I 
wasn’t going to take a 
look at him. They said, 
‘Coach, I think he could 
and should.’ I looked at 
him and said, ‘You guys 
are right.’ It was clearly 
the right decision. He did 
nothing but get better.”

Newman recalls a 
game against South Lyon 
East, the Pirates’ third of 
the 2019 season, as the 
moment everything 
clicked for him as a ninth
grader.

“I remember coach 

win. And then she scored seven of her eight points 
during the fourth quarter of Tuesday’s 43-34 win over 
Joy Road rival Plymouth (and also had three assists 
and two steals).

Two weeks ago, she had nine points and two assists 
against Mercy.

“Clara’s going to be an up-and-coming guard,” Win
dle said. “She’s working really hard to lead our team. 
She’s one of two point guards that has been given re
sponsibility to lead our team on the floor, and she’s 
stepped up this season already.”

Maulbetch admitted there’s plenty of pressure on 
the Big 3’s shoulders to perform well this season, espe
cially with Fernandez graduating, PCA wanting to re
turn to .the Breslin Center and the Eagles jumping up to 
D-3.

In fact, that pressure might be immense consider
ing they’ve been thrown into the same district as FGR, 
which could be arguably the best team in Michigan. 
And if FGR isn’t, the Irish aren’t too far behind the likes 
of Ypsilanti Arbor Prep. FGR actually topped PCA 61-44 
in the Eagles’ opener.

So that’s where Groen comes in. A lot will be asked 
of the seniors. The freshman should be a big help. And, 
hopefully for the Eagles, she’ll assist in upsetting FGR 
in the district final.

Chris Newman (9) led Pinckney to two SEC White 
championships as a junior and senior.
GILLIS BENEDICT/LIVINGSTON DAILY

kept telling me, ‘Today’s a 
day for a goal, today’s a 
day for a goal,’ ” Newman 
said. “I was just a small 
scrawny little kid. I didn’t 
really expect anything to 
happen. After I scored the 
first one, the confidence 
boosted after that. I feel 
like I really fell into the 
team after that.”

He finished his fresh
man year with nine goals 
and three assists before 
earning first-team all
county each of his final 
three seasons.

For all his individual 
success, Newman is most 
proud of the fact Pinck
ney delivered its first two 
league championships 
since 1999 during his final 
two years. The Pirates 
were 7-1-1 in the SEC 
White last season before 
going 10-0 this year, win
ning all but one game by 
at least three goals.

“Last year we beat 
teams, but we didn’t 
dominate the whole 
game,” he said. “This 
year, I feel like we really 
dominated and showed 
our presence on the field. 
It made it even better, be
cause the kids I played 
with this year are my life
long friends. It was just a 
great experience.”

Newman’s goal pro
duction dropped this sea
son from 19 to 15, but his

assists increased from 
nine to 19. A hamstring in
jury that first surfaced 
last winter limited his 
ability to play with explo
siveness this fall.

“I dropped down into a 
new role,” he said. “My 
wingers were willing to 
run for the ball. I dropped 
down and played more 
possession. I think it 
helped the team a lot in
stead of just kicking it 
around all game. It result
ed in fewer goals for me, 
but a lot more assists. I’m 
happy with the result. It 
was frustrating, because I 
used to base my entire 
playing style on my pace.”

Newman is undecided 
about his soccer future. 
He doesn’t want to settle 
for a lesser college just 
because it offers him a 
soccer scholarship.

“Honestly, I’m not 
really sure if I want to 
play in college right now,” 
he said.

“I talked to a couple 
coaches from various 
places. I’m just not sure 
how it would look for me, 
because I’ll end up going 
to a smaller school if I 
play in college. I’m not 
sure if I want that experi
ence. If I go to school nor
mally, I’m leaning toward 
studying business at 
MSU or possibly Michi
gan."

mailto:detroKobits@gannett.com
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Brighton’s Shrader 
is Livingston County 
football Offensive
Player of the Year

Linebacker Hunter Harding was Brighton’s leading tackler each of the last two 
seasons, photos by gillis benedict/livingston daily

Being little brother 
prepared Brighton’s 
Harding to hit on field

BRIGHTON — Any football player 
who woke up a little more sore than usu
al on Saturday mornings after being 
tackled by Hunter Harding can blame 
his older brothers.

After being the nail for much of his 
life, Harding enjoyed finally being the 
hammer.

Like, really enjoyed it.
“Being able to hit people for free; 

there’s not much more I could ask for,” 
the Brighton senior linebacker said.

“I’m the youngest of three. I always 
got beat up a little. It was nice to beat up 
on some kids this year.”

Harding got in more than his fair 
share of hits, leading Brighton in tackles 
for the second straight season with 98. 
Of those, 12 were for losses and four 
were sacks.

As a result of his leadership role on 
the top defense in the KLAA West, 
Hunter has been selected Livingston 
County Defensive Player of the Year by 
the Livingston Daily.

Harding has been named first-team 
all-county and all-region the past two 
seasons. He was the heartbeat of a de
fense that enabled the Bulldogs to win 
their three biggest games in the division 
on nights the offense was being held in 
check.

Harding played three varsity seasons 
with Brighton, becoming a starter be
cause of an injury midway through his 
sophomore season. He tied for fourth on 
the team with 21 tackles in five games 
during a season shortened by the state’s 
COVID restrictions.

“Growing up, of course I looked up to 
the varsity guys,” Harding said. “Sopho
more year is when I got pulled up. I 
didn’t think I was going to play much. I 
was just happy to be with the team. Be
ing able to play all three years starting, 
it’s been a blessing. I’ve learned so much 
from everyone, from the seniors my 
sophomore year, to all the coaches who 
have been here. It’s been really good.”

The Bulldogs typically have a handful 
of sophomores on their roster, which is 
designed in part to prepare the school’s 
most promising players to take on big
ger roles as juniors and seniors. Harding 
put himself in a position to play more 
than most lOth-graders on the team in 
2020.

“In his case, he was very athletic and 
very versatile, so we could use him in a 
lot of different spots,” Brighton coach 
Brian Lemons said. "It made it easy to 
move him up ahead of schedule.”

Also on the varsity as sophomores 
that season were Griffin Bell and Luke 
Frisinger, who combined with Harding 
to give Brighton a formidable lineback-

Hunter Harding.

ing corps. The success the trio had as 
seniors on Friday nights were devel
oped through years of being with one 
another on and off the field.

“The chemistry between us, we can 
trust each other,” Harding said. “That’s 
the biggest thing other teams didn’t 
have. They’d try to be selfish or didn’t 
trust their partner next to them. I’m 
glad I had some battle buddies next to 
me I could trust. I just had to fill my 
role, and I knew they’d fill theirs.”

Cade Riddle, who missed all but the 
final kneel-down snap of his senior 
year with an injury, was also part of 
that linebacking group in 10th grade.

“Ever since freshman year, we’ve al
ways been a tight group,” Harding said. 
“It’s really nice, because every week
end we’d be hanging out, we’d be 
brothers. There’s nothing more I can 
ask for. I’m going to miss every single 
one of them. Cade’s going to Central. 
Hopefully, I can pop into a game there. 
I don’t know where the other two are 
going, but hopefully we can stay tight.”

Brighton had high aspirations this 
season, particularly after winning its 
first eight games. But the Bulldogs 
were no match for Belleville’s collec
tion of blue-chip talent in the KLAA 
championship game. As injuries 
mounted, they were also overpowered 
by Grand Ledge in the first round of the 
playoffs.

“I don’t think it’s hit me yet that it’s 
all over for high school,” said Harding, 
who hopes to continue playing in col
lege. “I already miss all the guys. There 
are some guys I can’t see that much be
cause of school and other sports. I 
think I’m going to come back next year 
and it’s going to be really fun. I need to 
come back for at least one game. The 
environment is insane.

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s football 
team never took Carson Shrader for 
granted, but his value was amplified 
when the Bulldogs had to play without 
the senior running back.

An offense that averaged 30.3 
points while starting the season 8-0 
was held to two field goals in Brigh
ton’s final two games when Shrader 
was standing on the sidelines in a 
walking boot.

Granted, the opponents were state 
Division 1 champion Belleville and a 
Grand Ledge team that reached the 
third round of the state playoffs, but 
the Bulldogs were obviously missing a 
spark after Shrader sustained a frac
tured fibula in Week 8 against Howell.

“Not having him those last two 
games, definitely there was a lot more 
to overcome than we wanted,” Brigh
ton coach Brian Lemons said. “He was 
a special player, for sure.”

Special enough to emerge from a 
pack of worthy candidates to earn Liv
ingston County Offensive Player of the
Year, as selected by the Livingston 
Daily.

Shrader made an impact in Brigh
ton’s running and passing games, 
rushing 90 times for 637 yards and 11 
touchdowns and catching 19 passes for 
241 yards and three scores. He led Liv
ingston County with 7.1 yards per car
ry.

His totals would have been greater 
if Brighton hadn’t pulled him early in 
blowout games or spread the ball 
around to other weapons. In a 43-6 
victory over Salem, Shrader scored 
four touchdowns on five touches in the 
first quarter before taking the rest of 
the night off. He had two first-half 
touchdowns and 112 yards on only sev
en carries in a 35-7 victory over Ply
mouth.

One of the highlights of Shrader’s 
season came in a 21-6 victory at Howell 
in Week 8. His 7-yard touchdown catch 
opened the scoring and his 1-yard run 
with 1:37 left in the game secured the 
Little Brown Jug for the Bulldogs.

That last touchdown, which came 
on his seventh carry of the drive, was 
scored with a fractured fibula he sus
tained late in the third quarter.

“I didn’t notice anything until I was 
on the bus on the way home,” Shrader 
said.

He could only watch while Brighton 
lost to Belleville in the KLAA champi
onship game and to Grand Ledge in the 
first round of the playoffs.

“It was tough, but I had to be there 
for my team,” he said. “I had to support 
them.”

The season didn’t end the way 
Shrader envisioned, but he couldn’t 
have asked for a much better start. On
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Brighton running back Carson Shrader 
scored two long touchdowns against 
Dearborn Fordson at Michigan Stadium 
to open the 2022 season.
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

the first possession of the season at 
Michigan Stadium, Shrader took a 
dump-off from Colin McKernan on 
third-and-6 and ran for a 56-yard touch
down down the left sideline, providing 
the spark in a 35-14 victory over Dear
born Fordson.

“It was great to start off that way,” 
Shrader said. “It was just what we prac
ticed. We came out and executed it. We 
had a great game at the Big House. It 
was a lot of fun.

“What I remember most is that whole 
play was just an audible for me and Col
in. We saw the two linebackers come 
down. He audibled it and sent me on a 
flare route and I ran down the sideline.”

Shrader also had a 38-yard touch
down run on Brighton’s first play of the 
second half. Although he found great 
success on the football field, Shrader’s 
first passion was hockey. He started 
playing football early in elementary 
school, but didn’t play in eighth or ninth 
grade.

“I played hockey a lot those two 
years,” he said. “Then I just decided to 
come back to football. I’m glad I did. It’s 
a lot of fun.”

Now, with his high school football ca
reer over, Shrader is back on the ice. He 
got a late tryout with Brighton’s state
ranked hockey team after his injury 
healed and made the team.

Ultimately, though, he hopes that his 
final football game wasn’t the night he 
got injured at Howell.

“Right now, my recruitment is 100% 
open,” he said. “I’m just looking at some 
places. I’m waiting to see the right fit.’
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BASEMENT 
REMODELING

8B I THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022 I O & E MEDIA (htw)

cars, tickets, 
antiques, motorcycle, 

computers, boats, 
sports equipment, 

instruments, jewelry, 
furniture, jobs, your 

next pet, collectibles, 
sports tickets, garage 
sales, new homes and 

so much more

GET FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
www.LeafFilter.com/grop Promo Code: 364

VILLAGE OF MILFORD 
PUBLIC SERVICES 

MAINTENANCE OPERATOR II 
(FULL-TIME) 

The Village of Milford is seeking 
qualified applicants for the position 

of Public Services Maintenance 
Operator II. Reporting to the 

Director of Public Services, this 
position completes a variety of tasks 

and projects in maintaining the 
physical infrastructure within the 
Village, including streets, utilities, 
parks, and more. Starting wages of 

$22.12+/- per hour (DOQ) + 
competitive benefits package. For 

complete information & 
requirements go to 

www.villageofmilford.org/iobs . 
Applications accepted until filled, 
with first review January 5, 2023.

Find your new 
job HERE!
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PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR
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to the applicable rate card, copies of which ar© available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
Fuse, reject, classify or Cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
। error In or omission of an a elver tlsement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

"Matrix did such an amazing job on our basement remodel. 
Everything was done perfectly and professionally."

• - Robin G
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