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Asbestos
removal will
cost $200K
extra at old
Seven Mile
hospital site

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The removal of more asbestos than
originally expected will increase costs
for demolishing the former psychiatric
hospital on Seven Mile.

The additional asbestos found in
several of the remaining buildings on
the Northville Township site destined
to become Legacy Park prompted the
contractor to return to the township
and ask for additional funds.

“You don’t know what’s between
the floors until you start tearing the
building apart,” said Bob Belair, the
township’s director of public services.
“It is a legitimate request.”

The proposal, taken up by the town-
ship board of trustees during its Dec. 15
meeting, would allocate an additional
$202,140 to the contractor, Asbestos
Abatement, Inc., for the removal of
more asbestos from the five remaining
buildings on the site. Original docu-
ments used a standard of three feet of
asbestos per window, though work re-
vealed many of the remaining 1,374
windows had significantly more asbe-
stos than that.

The demolition is part of a plan ap-
proved earlier this year by the board of
trustees to remove buildings on the
site. The demolition of the former psy-
chiatric hospital will lead to the cre-
ation of a new township park, which
plans to have amenities such as hiking
trails and bicycle paths. The buildings
on the property — which closed as a
psychiatric hospital in 2003 — have
become an attraction for vandals and
arsonists over the years since the clo-
sure.

Belair said several buildings have
been removed in the past year, with
five more buildings left. He said the
work is 60% to 70% complete.

Questions over
contract language

The matter of asking for more fund-
ing did give Treasurer Jason Rhines
some pause. He said in reviewing the
contract, language indicated the
agreement should cover all costs asso-
ciated with the demolition and the ad-
ditional funds should not be awarded.

See ASBESTOS, Page 5A
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fuzzy approach to school safety

Brynn Dudley, a Milford High School student, pets Rosie, a black Labrador retriever trained by Elite Detection.
PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

District welcomes bomb-sniffing Labrador retriever Rosie

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Forget metal detectors.

Huron Valley is taking a softer ap-
proach to keeping students and staff
safe in an era of school shootings and
bomb threats.

Rosie, a black Labrador retriever, is

the school district's new tail-wagging,
hand-nuzzling, explosives-sniffing
safety feature. She sauntered down the
hallway of Milford High School on Dec.
13, drawing smiles and pets from the
kids she protects.

“She makes me feel safer,” Brynn Du-
dley, an MHS junior, said as she knelt to
cuddle the dog. “Just petting her makes
me feel comforted.”

The 2-year-old dog is creating a simi-
lar effect at Lakeland High School, as
well as at the International Academy
and Harbor High School. She began ro-
tating full days at the schools Dec. 5 af-
ter district officials agreed on a contract
with Elite Detection K-9 at a cost of up to
$85,000 for the year.

See SAFETY, Page 4A

Novi golf course ownership seeks
liquor license for new restaurant

PITH

The Maples Golf Club, now under new
ownership, seeks to add a liquor
license to its new restaurant, though
the Novi City Council has delayed a
decision until the restaurant is closer
to opening.

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A restaurant could return to a north
Novi golf course sometime in 2023.

Ownership of the Maples Golf Club,
located off 14 Mile between Novi Road
and Welch, changed hands earlier this
year. The new ownership has asked the
city to grant it a liquor license for a res-
taurant planned at the site. City Council
took up the proposal Dec. 19.

“There is a need for this, that’s why I
believe the city approved this to the first
original owner. And we want to get it
right,” said Salam Elia, an attorney rep
resenting the new ownership of the
property. “And hopefully, third time's a
charm.”
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The property was build in the early
1990s. A restaurant that served alcohol
formerly occupied the building, though
it closed seveial years ago. The new
ownership wants to bring back the res:
taurant and keep the nine-hole golf
course open.

Several members of the city council,
while excited at the idea of bringing new
life to the property, wanted to delay
awarding of liquor license. Mayor Bob
Gatt said he wanted to wait until the res-
taurant was closer to opening, which
isn’t expected until the spring.

“In my humble opinion, we're jump-
ing the gun a little bit,” he said. “The
kitchen equipment is very important.
We just need more time. You need to do

See LICENSE, Page SA
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Plans move forward for Northville Twp. skatepark

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A new place to perfect that kick flip will become a
reality in 2023 in Northville Township.

The proposed skatepark planned for Millennium
Park is moving forward after funding for the park was
secured through both public and private means. The
park, an initiative launched after the death of North-
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ville Township resident and skateboarder Dominic
Duhn in 2020, will now move into an information
gathering phase.

“The process has worked in making sure multiple
interests are being met, which will ultimately create a
fantastic skatepark for the community,” said Todd
Mutchler, Northville Township manager.

That next phase will include setting up public meet-
ings and a Facebook page to gather input from the
community about what types of elements the skate-
park should include. Those meetings and communica-
tion channels are expected to launch sometime in late
winter/early spring. Mutchler said they hope to break
ground on the project in the spring and complete it lat-
er in the year.

The park will don the name Unity Park. The town-
ship board of trustees approved the placing of a sign at
the proposed site on Dec. 15.

The project is expected to cost roughly $600,000.
Most of that funding is coming from private dona-
tions; $150,000 will come from Northville Township,
as well as an allocation the township receives from the
Wayne County Parks millage. A small amount also is
coming from the City of Northville’s county parks mill-
age allocation.

California-based Spohn Ranch will work with the
township in developing the skatepark. That’s the same
company that assisted Milford in creating its skate-
park, which opened in 2020. That park is built to ac-
commodate skateboards, scooters, BMX bicycles and
roller skates.

“They're really a recognized expert in the area,”
Mutchler said. “They’re very familiar with how to
achieve the best results possible.”

Part of the skatepark will also include a memorial to
Duhn, who was struck by a car and killed while skate-
boarding in 2020 along Sheldon Road between Five
Mile and Six Mile. His death inspired the idea for the
skatepark, which quickly grew into a big and feasible
community project.

“This project started off to honor our son, Dominic,
and then quickly expanded into helping our youth
with all the positive benefits skateboarding offers,”
Gabriella Duhn, Dominic’s mother and champion of
the project, said in a statement. “The outpouring of en-
dorsements and financial support from the communi-
ty and beyond to make this project a reality is so great-
ly appreciated and will forever be remembered.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF NORTHVILLE

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing to receive public
input on the following variance from the City of Northville Zoning Ordinance. The variance
will be considered for premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property
located at 916 Novi St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-22-34-428-018. The
applicant is seeking a variance to build a roof over their front porch slab in the front yard
setback. The vaniance needed is approximately 9.5 feet from the front yard requirement in
Sections 3.04 and 15.01. Also, the existing house is non-conforming per Section 22.01, and the
project will require expansion of a non-conformity.

The public hearing will be held on February 1, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167,
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance
requests.

The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department
during normal business hours of 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing time
or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.us (Services, Building and Planning, Board of
Zoning Appeals).

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted
no later than 4:30pm, January 31, 2023 to the City Clerk at the above address, or using the
City Hall drop box, or emailed to dmassa@ci.northville.mi.us.

RYAN MCKINDLES, CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

Publish: December 29, 2022
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Novi Community School District
Meadows PA and Classroom
AV Bid Package No. 8
Novi, Michigan

IDS Project No. 19244-1000 BP08
SECTION 00 1113 - ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DATE: December 19, 2022
PROJECT: Novi Community School District
Meadows PA Classroom AV
Bid Package No. 8
Novi, Michigan
OWNER: Novi Community School District
25345 Taft Road
Novi, Michigan 48374
ENGINEERING/ Integrated Design Solutions, LLC Architecture, Engineering,
TECHNOLOGY Interiors & Technology 1441 W. Long Lake, Suite 200
DESIGNER: Troy, MI 48098
(248)823-2100
(248)823-2200 fax
BIDS RECEIVED: Until 2:00 PM local time on Friday, January 27, 2023, the Owner

will receive sealed Bids for the work as set forth in the Bidding
Documents at:

Attention: Jeff Mozdzierz

Novi Community School District
25345 Taft Road

Novi, Michigan 48374

At which time and place all bids will be publicly opened and read aloud. A bid tabulation
summary will be available

The Bidding Documents will be on file on and after December 19, 2022, and may be examined
at the following locations during regular business hours, Monday through Friday.

The offices of: Integrated Design Solutions, LLC, 1441 W. Long Lake, Suite 200, Troy, Ml
48098, (248) 823-2100.

The Technology Designer will furnish electronic documents to the bidders. The documents
may be downloaded from: httpJ//cloud.ids-troy,com/bids/bids/novi/MeadowsAV. Bidders
are responsible to check the website from time to time to verify they have all addenda, requests
for information and other documents related to the Bid

All bids must include an Iran Sanctions Affidavit of Compliance.

Each bid must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized Familial Relationship Disclosure
Statement. The Board of Education will not accept a Bid that does not include this sworn and
notarized disclosure statement

A pre-bid conference is scheduled for Wednesday, January 11, 2023, at 2:00 PM local time
Bidders shall meet at the Novi Educational Services Building, 25345 Taft Road, Novi,
Michigan 48374.

Additional building walk-throughs, if required, shall be coordinated with the Engineer/
Technology Designer

END OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

)9 2022
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An early-stage
rendering of the
proposed Northville
Township skatepark
from 2021. Actual
plans will be
hammered out in
the coming year
after community
input is received. A
groundbreaking is
expected to take
place in the spring.
COURTESY OF
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RH building plans get
makeover in Birmingham

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICH.

Froposed changes to
the new RH building un-
der construction on the
south end of downtown
Birmingham will mark a
unique look not seen any-
where else in the world.

Plans submitted to the
city’'s planning board
show a revision of what
the outside of the build-
ing at 300-394 S. Old
Woodward Ave. will look
like.

Gone is the former
look, originally approved
by the board last year.
Now, the building will
sport tan-colored bricks
that come from Nenmark,

anew look in ti.e RH port-
folio.
The Birmingham

building, architect Victor
Saroki said, will be the

Notice to Creditors
TO ALL
CREDITORS:

The Settlor, PENELOPE
G. McPHEE, who lived
at 41215 Fox Run Road,
Novi, Michigan 48377, died
October 14, 2022. There is
no personal representative
of the settlor’'s estate
to whom Letters of
Administration have been
issued.

Creditors of the decedent
are notified that all claims
against the McPhee Family
Trust dated October 13,
1999, as amended, will’
be forever banned unless
presented to Renee M
Szobonya, Trustee, within
four months after the date
of publication.

Notice is further given that
the Trust will thereafter be
assigned and distributed to
the persons entitled to it.

Date: December 15, 2022

Renee M. Szobonya P57265
Attorney

800 W. Grand River
Brighton, MI 48116
(810)494-7106

Renee M. Szobonya
Trustee

800 W. Grand River
Brighton, MI 48116
(810)494-7106

IPublish: December 29, 2022

The RH construction site on South Old Woodward

Avenue in downtown Birmingham. The building plans
have recently changed, which caused a pause in the
work for the new four-story showroom.

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

first RH on the planet
with this new look.

“The previous building
is and was based on many
of the other RHs that
were new galleries, not
necessarily historic
buildings but new galler-
ies,” he said. “But now,
this is going to be the new
direction for RH, not just
for Birmingham.

“This is going to be the
first one for the country
and the world.”

The final site plan was
reviewed and unani-
mously approved by the
board during its Dec. 14
meeting at Birmingham
City Hall. The number of
lights on the rooftop,
which will support a din-
ing area, was reduced,
said city planner Nicho-
las Dupuis.

The interior of the
building will remain the
same. The past rezoning
for the RH site, which
took the property from
D-3 to D-4, does not need
changing either, Dupuis
said. Also not affected are
the complementary plans
for the nearby four-story
building planned at 294
E. Brown, which was re-
viewed by the planning
board earlier this spring.

Other RH locations or
outlets are in nearby Troy
and Bloomfield Town-
ship. However, RH's Bir-
mingham project would
bring a new RH standa-

‘¢ v

lone gallery to Oaklind
County, the first of its
kind in Michigan. Ouce
completed, it's expected
to stand four stories tall
and be filled with plenty
of home furnishings
available to peruse and
order for customers.

Part of the redesign
will reduce the amount of
glass glazing to below the
city’s 70% threshold re-
quirement, meaning the
project would need to go
to the Board of Zoning
Appeals for a variance to
have the new plan en-
acted. Saroki said given
the building’s design, he
hopes the city approves
such a variance with the
design.

“I really believe, and
RH believes, that we're
meeting the spirit of the
ordinance,” he said.

Construction con-
tinues on the site, though
it was halted after the
new plans were submit-
ted. With the recommen-
dation of approval, the
plans now go to the city
commission for its re-
view.

Planning board mem-
bers spoke in favor of the
changes, including board
chairman Scott Clein,
who did sit in on the dis-
cussions after previously
recusing himself due to a
potential conflict of inter-
est that he said no longer
exists.
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Livonia explores ways to control election costs

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

According to Livonia Clerk Susan
Nash, “there’s no such thing as a small
election anymore.”

More people than ever are voting, she
said, because of greater access to ab-
sentee ballots approved by Michigan
voters in 2018 and, in November, voters
said yes to Proposal 2’s early-voting
measure.

Livonia has seen increased voter par-
ticipation in recent years, mostly due to
absentee ballots. Between 2017 and
2021, participation in city council elec-
tions rose by about 8,500 voters.

There are challenges that come with
more voters and time to vote, and Livo-
nia City Council is already looking at
ways to deal with likely consequences
that include increased wage costs for
election workers and more demanding
workloads.

“Elections are very expensive to run,
and they’re getting more expensive,”
Council Vice President Laura Toy said.
“We need to look at that whole gamut.”

Staffing costs are-largest concern

According to Nash, Proposal 2's pas-
sage will lead to greater staff costs. She
notes the nine days of early voting and
added drop boxes for absentee ballots
that were included in the proposal will
result in more working hours for her of-
fice.

“The main thing with Prop. 2 is the
n ne days of early voting,” Nash said.
“That is nine days of having something
open somewhere, and you're paying
staff”

She estimates the added cost for the
city could be $50,000, “but it could be
considerably higher.” Right now, Livonia
spends about $100,000 per election.

An earlier presidential primary in
February, which Michigan is being con-
sidered for, also would result in higher
staffing expenses during a clerk’s prep-
aration period.

“The other thing is if the state
changes the date of the presidential pri-
mary — which it appears it will - and
moves to February,” Nash said. “That
sounds great to everybody, but a clerk

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

knows that means you’re working right
in the middle of Christmas.

“Now, when people are closed for the
holidays, clerk’s offices are going to be
working and getting holiday pay.”

Reorganizing election calendar,
preparing for bigger elections

Because cities are reimbursed for
presidential elections, Toy suggested
council explore moving its city elections
from odd years to even years.

“It used to be that way in Livonia
years back,” she said. “I'm not stuck in
the mud on it. I'm just suggesting we
take a look at it.”

Nash noted putting city issues on
even-year ballots has the potential to
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Democrats and Republicans inspect ballots at the Livonia Senior Center during the November 2022 election.

overwhelm voters with too many races
or local offices that are considered non-
partisan. But, she said, even-year bal-
lots would also keep the city from pay-
ing to run an election for a small ballot.

“In my years of being clerk, there’s
been many times people have asked me
during city elections why there’s only
one thing on the ballot,” Nash said. “I've
been asked through the years how much
it costs to have that one election.
There’s a give and take.”

Nash said other items for considera-
tion are the addition of a full-time elec
tions director who would report to the
clerk and ending term limits for the city
clerk and treasurer positions. Livonia is
the only large Michigan city that puts
term limits on its clerk, which usually

leaves a newly-elected person to run a
presidential primary after just months
on the job. The clerk can serve for two
consecutive four-year terms.

“Clerk and treasurer are administra-
tors, not policy makers,” Nash said.

Toy and Nash think election changes
are a conversation that needs to be had.

“I'm not saying you need to put a
price on democracy,” Nash said. “But
there are a lot of things that need to be
looked at. Council needs to look at this
because I've already submitted a budget
for 2023 that’s not going to come close
to covering this.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter
@shelby_tankk.
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Safety

Continued from Page 1A

The district is using a state grant ear-
marked for school safety to fund the pi-
lot program with Elite, the third district
in the state to do so. Huron Valley joins
Oak Park and Avondale schools in tak-
ing the furry approach to security.

Barb Roethler, district communica-
tions director, said districts throughout
the state and country have been looking
at different ways to keep kids safe, in-
cluding metal detectors and limiting
buildings to one entrance and exit.

But for Huron Valley, the dog offered
a friendlier, “less sterile,” tail-wagging
approach.

“We feel we are a safe community
and we've had less threats than some
other communities, but after Oxford
happened, we can’t rest on our laurels,”
Roethler said. “We can’t think it won’t
happen here.”

Lucie Prieur, a French exchange stu-
dent at Milford High School this year, is
glad to have the dog. At home in France,
school shootings are not an issue, but
she was frightened when she learned of
the Oxford High School shooting in
which four students died just over a year
ago.

“It's great to have animals to help
people,” she said. “It’s more easy to trust
animals than people.”

The feedback so far on Rosie has
been overwhelmingly positive, Roethler
said. She fielded questions from at least
two parents concerned about whether
the dog might alert to gunpowder on
their sons following hunting trips. That
could potentially happen, but would re-
sult in a conversation, not a suspension,
Roethler said.

Rosie was trained for about a year in
detecting explosives, including fire-
arms, ammunition, black powder, dyna-
mite, C-4 (a plastic explosive sub-
stance) and safety fuse.

In October, she met her new Elite De-
tection K9 handler, Jon Tassis, recently
retired after a 20-year career as a police
officer.

He is excited about his new furry
partner and laughed as he explained
this one doesn't complain about where
to eat.

“I wanted to find a way to give back to
the community and be around kids,”
Tassis said. “I've always loved dogs.”

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2022 | O & E MEDIA
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Jon Tassis walks Rosie, a 2-year-old black Labrador retriever trained to sniff out bombs and other explosive materials,

through the halls of Milford High School. PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

The workday for Tassis and Rosie
starts when school does. They alternate
days between the high schools in the
district, greeting kids when the doors
open. While the kids are in class, Tassis
and Rosie patrol the halls, with the Lab
sniffing lockers, and also strolling
through the gym and cafeteria and vari-
ous locations in the buildings.

If the dog smells something amiss,
she has been trained to snap her head
back and make eye contact, Tassis said.
A threat assessment can then be made
by him and other authorities.

So far, it has been business as usual
at school with Rosie. The dog's vest that
says “do not pet,” goes unheeded.

Petting is fine and encouraged, Tas-
sis said, as long as the school day is go-
ing like school days are intended to go —
with no threats or interruptions.

3DAY B LTN D&

YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

“She’s here to be a weapons dog, with
her main objective to keep students,
staff and everyone safe,” Tassis said.
“But how can you not give her attention?
She’s a cuddle buddy, giving and getting
love.”

As Rosie finished her day, tail wag-
ging and ready to go home with Tassis,
Milford High School Principal Kevin Mc-
Kenna smiled fondly at the dog.

“She’s a great addition,” he said.
“She’s the most popular kid in school.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 5I17-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
Bromleylo.

Get the latest headlines for metro De-
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news-
letter.

PRIDE

Rosie is under contract with the Huron
Valley School District in a pilot
program designed to increase safety
in schools.
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Senior care campus renovation, expansion starts in 2023

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Crews will break ground on new con-
struction and renovations at The Village
of Westland early next year to transform
the campus’ senior living facilities over
the next two to three years.

The Village’s parent company, Pres-
byterian Villages of Michigan, plans to
pend roughly $53 million, including a
$1.5 million gift in American Rescue
Plan funds from the City of Westland
and other philanthropic support, for the
reconstruction.

The buildout on the 23-acre property
includes renovations to existing units,
construction of 35 ranch homes and cre-
ation of a PACE center that will aim to
bring affordable medical care to low-in-
come seniors.

“As far as development in not just
Westland but western Wayne County,
it’s one of the larger investments going
on right now,” said Roger Myers, CEO of
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan. “It’s
serving more people and especially

Asbestos
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“I'm like 95 percent sure that these
things were implemented at least suffi-
ciently enough for us to make a case that
we don’t owe this $200,000 approxi-
mately, nor do we owe any of the other
supplementals that director Belair says

License
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a little bit more work, in my opinion.”
Bringing a restaurant back to the golf
course would be a vastly different pro-
posal than the one pitched earlier this
year. A day care facility had been pro-

those who need affordable housing.”

The nonprofit feels the development
will improve and expand senior care op
tions in the area.

“This is to ensure that we're serving
our older adults in this community,” said
Devon Meier, director of planned giving
for the PVM Foundation. “These are
people who have iived in this communi-
ty for years and who grew up here. They
babysat you, taught you, worked at the
pharmacy or the grocery store.”

New, updated living spaces

The 35 new ranch homes will offer in-
dependent living options and include
attached garages. The units will be con-
structed south of The Village's campus,
32001 Cherry Hill Road.

“They’ll be very independent living,”
Michele White, The Village’s executive
director, said. “People will have their
own bedrooms and everything inside.
But, they can also come to the main
campus if they want to join our meal
program, have a nice dinner or do any of
the activities. We have a full wellness

are potentially coming,” he said. “The
only way to say for certain there won’t
be other charges coming is if we stand
firm that this was a lump sum bid pro-
ject, which I can point out in the project
in places.”

He asked the board to delay the
change in the contract in order to give
more time to review the original con-
tract to make that determination.

Trustee Cynthia Jankowski said the

posed; the city’s planning commission
voted to recommend denial of the plan
after an outcry from neighboring resi-
dents who spoke out against the day
care idea.

City councilman Justin Fischer
agreed with Gatt, saying he was pleased
to see such a business move into the
clubhouse but wanted to wait until the
restaurant was closer to opening.

center here, and they'll be able to join
that as well.”

Residents need to be at least 55 years
old, but will not have to meet a physical
requirement.

Renovations to the existing campus
will include functional updates to the
270 units, which includes 40 beds for
adult foster care patients. Most resi-
dents will be able to remain in their
units during construction, and Presby-
terian Villages of Michigan does not
plan to raise living costs because of the
project.

“On the main campus, we're doing a
lot of renovations,” White said. “The
eastern half of the community will be
turned into affordable assisted living.
So, that’s for Medicaid-eligible individ-
uals. We're also doing a lot of physical
upgrades inside that will give people the
services they need.”

Offering PACE services
to Westland residents

City officials have expressed excite-
ment about a facility for PACE, a pro-

township’s attorney’s memo detailing
the release of the funds showed it was
within the contractor’s rights to request
the additional funding given what was
found on the property.

“We do have a memo from our attor-
ney that says the contractor is entitled
to this changeover,” she said. “I get the
fact that you think this is not an autho-
rized change order, but when you're
talking about buildings of this age, and

“I think this is the right use of the
property,” he said. “I think if we were
further along in the process, and the
kitchen was done and inspected and we
were ready to go, I would be very in favor
of granting this license.”

Elia said the new ownership is pas-
sionate about the project and wants to
contribute to the city, especially at the
course that’s seen plenty of changes

gram of all-inclusive care for the elderly
that will be housed east of the new
homes.

PACE will help people with Medicare
or Medicaid access things like medical
care, drugs, home care and hospital vis
its. Presbyterian Villages offers the ser-
vice through a partnership with Henry
Ford Health.

“PACE allows people to remain as in
dependent as possible and still get the
services they need,” said Lynn Alexan-
der, Presbyterian Villages' senior vice
president and chief marketing officer.

Crews will retrofit and expand an old
TCF Bank for the center and add an en-
trance off Merriman Road. Myers said
the new PACE building will be roughly
four times the size of the building cur-
rently there.

The nearest PACE offices to Westland
are in Dearborn and Southfield.

“That will be a very important addi-
tion of healthcare services to the cam-
pus,” Myers said.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.

not having any type of drawings or
structural documents or information
that can give us a proper understanding
of what’s going on on that property,
there’s going to have to be some flexibil-
ity in awarding this contractor the prop-
er financial support to be able to do the
job.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734-
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.

over the years.

“You want people who are invested in
this city, who are going to give back to
the city while working to help the city,”
she said. “And that’s what you have
here.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734-
678-6728. Follow him on Twitter @da-
vidveselenak.
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Detroit soccer club
building 5,000-seat stadium
at Madonna Umvers1ty

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

A sports stadium being built at Ma-
donna University next year will bring
new event experiences to Livonia.

Madonna is allowing Gold Star De-
troit FC, a newly-formed professional
soccer club, to build the stadium on part
of the former Ladywood High School
property at 14680 Newburgh Road. The
site is currently the football and track
and field practice field. Madonna plans
to find a new space for its track and field
programs to practice.

Madonna will not pay any construc-
tion costs and will be able to use the
5,000-seat facility for football games,
graduations, camps and sports prac-
tices.

“Gold Star FC needed a location to
build a stadium,” said Noel Emenbhiser,
Madonna’s director of athletics and
men's basketball coach. “This is a loca-
tion that’s going to be accessible to a lot
of people in metro Detroit. We offer the
location and space that will fit their
need. In return, we need a permanent
home for our football team.”

Gold Star is owned by Daniel Mil-
stein. He’s the CEO of Gold Star Family
of Companies and has worked as an
agent for professional athletes. Compa-
ny officials did not respond to a request
for comment.

Madonna started its football pro-
gram in 2020, and Emenhiser said it’s
already fostered more school spirit
among students. He hopes a permanent
home for the team will create more op-
portunities for the campus community
to gather.

“We’ll hold tailgates on campus and
then kind of parade down to our home
field,” he said. “Having that all in one lo-
cation where our community can gather
prior to a football game and then walk
down 100 yards to participate in it is go-
ing to mean a lot.”

Madonna football and Gold Star play-
ers will share a locker room, but each
will have their own areas. Gold Star, part
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The football and track practice field
at Madonna University will be the
home of a new 5,000-seat stadium.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

of the National Independent Soccer
Association, will play home games at
the stadium and be able to rent it to
other groups or events. The club is still
working with an architect, so details
like final cost and contraction timeline
haven’t been finalized.

But, Madonna and the club expect
to open the facility in the spring of
2023.

The turf fields at the complex are
something Madonna football is partic-
ularly excited about. The program cur-
rently plays home games at Livonia
Churchill High School.

“The turf is going to be eight inches
thick,” head football coach Herb Hay-
good said. “It will be the only one in the
country like that. There’s two similar
turf fields currently in Europe. It’s like
being on grass.”

Other student athletes at Madonna
will also use the stadium for practice
during cold weather. Emenhiser said
most programs have to practice off-
campus in the winter.

The college expects visitors to the
stadium will be happy with what they
see.

“They want it to be a special kind of
event whenever people come visit a
soccer game or a football game,”
Emenbhiser said.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter
@shelby_tankk.
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Family prays for a miracle for
Westland teen struck by vehicle

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Aalyiah Rasheed-Wiley was just an
independent teenager taking charge of
her priorities - getting to school on
time - when her life and the lives of
those who love her changed in one ter-
rible instant.

Aalyiah, a15-year-old sophomore at
John Glenn High School in Westland,
was crossing Newburgh Road on Dec. 8
when she was struck by a vehicle that
police said ran a red light. The driver,
who fled the scene, was later located
by police.

Aalyiah was rushed first to St. Ma-
ry’s Hospital in Livonia and then later
transferred to Children’s Hospital in
Detroit with traumatic brain injuries.
She only recently regained conscious-
ness.

“She is improving quite a bit and it’s
exciting and miraculous,” Tamara
Rasheed, Aalyiah’s aunt, said Monday.
“I am trying to balance the feeling of
knowing she has a long way to go and
being glad to see her come back to her-
self with not knowing what that will
look like.”

Tamara Rasheed has begun a go-
fundme fundraiser on behalf of her
sister and Aalyiah’s mother, Ayah
Rasheed, to allow the single mother
some space to breathe financially.
Ayah has taken time off from a new job
to be at her daughter’s side and is also
struggling to care for Aalyiah’s young-
er brother Caleb, 6, during the family
emergency.

Ayabh is staying at the Ronald Mc-
Donald House in order to be near Aaly-
iah at Children’s Hospital, where she
was moved for specialized neurologi-
cal care. Tests showed swelling of her
brain, as well as multiple bleeds, Ta-
mara said. In addition to “excessive
brain damage,” Aalyiah suffered three
large breaks in her pelvis, which have
been repaired with surgery, and also
sustained a lower spine injury, her
aunt said.

In recent days, she has begun to re-
spond to commands, including hold-
ing a hand, or pushing with her foot.
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Aalyiah Rasheed-Wiley, 15, was hit by a
car while walking to John Glenn High
School in Westland on Dec. 8.

COURTESY OF TAMARA RASHEED

On Dec. 18, she was moved from the in-
tensive care unit to a regular room, Ta-
mara Rasheed said. She is unable to eat
on her own or speak, but is beginning to
communicate with gestures.

Before the crash, Tamara said her
niece, whose nickname is “Lee Lee,” was
“silly, intelligent and opinionated.” She
describes her as a talented artist who
loves to support young artists and was
also involved at robotics at school, a go-
getter who had a “go get it” attitude
about everything in life.

“My sister prays every day that she
can see Aalyiah’s bright spirit again and
she will do everything in her power to
see her daughter return to her original
self,” Tamara Rasheed said. “This past
week has been a roller coaster of emo-
tion.”

Police have not released the name of
the driver and said they referred the in-
cident to Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy’s office.

Doctors have told the family because
Aalyiah is young, her potential to recov-
er is higher. Tamara just wants her niece
back. In a season of miracles, she is
praying for one.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
Bromleylo.
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Audit cites lapses in how MDOT checks out road gravel

Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

LANSING - An audit released
Wednesday identifies significant quali-
ty control problems related to the gravel
the Michigan Department of Transpor
tation uses to build and repair roads.

The state road agency often did not
document that it completed required
testing to ensure the gravel met specifi-
cations and also failed to perform re-
quired inspections on laboratories used
to carry out the testing, according to the
report from Michigan Auditor General
Doug Ringler.

The failures have a “potential nega-
tive impact on the quality of construc-
tion projects,” the report says, in a state
where crumbling roads have long been a
major issue for voters and where Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer campaigned on a
pledge to “fix the damn roads” in both
2018 and 2022.

MDOT largely agreed with the audi-
tor’s findings and recommendations. In
comments incorporated into the report,
it blamed short staffing for some of the
lapses and said new processes have ei-
ther addressed most of the identified
problems, or soon will.

The Free Press has reported previ-
ously on a cozy relationship between
MDOT and the state’s gravel industry,
which has been pushing for changes to
state law that will further limit the au-
thority of local governments to prevent
gravel mines from being dug or expand-
ed. In 2019, the Free Press, based on
emails obtained under the Michigan
Freedom of Information Act, reported
that the Michigan Aggregates Associa-
tion secretly orchestrated an MDOT re-
port identifying a gravel shortage in
Michigan, recommending the consult-
ant MDOT hired, setting out the scope of
work, and even spelling out the expect-
ed findings.

The audit released Wednesday is
“about processes, many of which were
already being improved,” said MDOT
spokesman Jeff Cranson. “It is in no way
related to the industry/legislative ef-
forts concerning more mining.” Cranson
said the auditor found shortfalls in the
agency’s process and controls but “did
not make any determination that actual
testing was missed on specific projects.”

Gravel quality is an essential component of Michigan road construction and
repairs. An audit released Wednesday says the Michigan Department of
Transportation’s processes fall short in ensuring quality control.

WILLIAM ARCHIE/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Visual inspections are also important
and were always performed, and
“MDOT is confident that the aggregate
used in construction meets MDOT's
specifications,” he said.

However, the audit does show a fail-
ure by MDOT to document that it sub-
jects gravel suppliers to the level of scru-
tiny required by department policy or
state law. That’s a significant finding,
because some critics say a major prob-
lem with Michigan roads is poor quality
construction, while MDOT officials are
more likely to cite other factors, such as
the state’s freéze-thaw cycle, or a lack of
adequate road funding.

MDOT allows gravel suppliers to
“pre-qualify” their product by meeting
certain standards and thereby reducing
the amount of required testing going
forward. But being pre-qualified re-
quires the gravel supplier to provide
MDOT with weekly shipping summa
ries, the report said. MDOT uses the vol-
umes set out in those summaries to de
termine what further testing is required.
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But the auditor found MDOT could
not provide required documentation
showing it had received weekly summa-
ries from 18, or 45%, of the pre-qualified
gravel suppliers the auditor surveyed.
MDOT said six of those 18 suppliers
were inactive and should have been re-
moved from the pre-qualified list, but
for the others, the auditor could not de-
termine whether the lack of weekly
summaries resulted in a lack of required
testing. “We consider this findingtobe a
material condition because of the ... po-
tential negative impact on construction
projects,” the report said.

Inits response, MDOT said the week-
ly summaries are not the major factor in
determining what testing is required
and the issue is expected to be resolved
when a new database system, expected
to be completed in May of next year,
goes into full use next November.

The audit also identified MDOT
lapses in ensuring gravel suppliers met
the requirements to become pre-quali-
fied.

The auditor sampled 14 suppliers
who achieved pre-qualified status be
tween 2018 and 2021 and found that in
71% of the cases, MDOT did not perform
required initial inspections of the test
ing labs the gravel suppliers used, and
for half of the pre-qualified suppliers,
their quality control plans did not in
clude one or more of the required ele
ments.

The audit found that MDOT also
failed to ensure that required testing
was performed on gravel received from
suppliers who were not pre-qualified.

The auditor reviewed 50 MDOT con
struction projects awarded between
2018 and 2021 that used at least one
gravel supplier who was not pre-quali
fied and found that for nine of those pro
jects, MDOT could not show that testing
was performed at the required frequen
cy. For the other 41 projects, which were
identified for physical testing of the
gravel, MDOT did not conduct required
abrasion tests on the gravel for 12, or
29%, of the projects.

MDOT said gravel suppliers “did not
request compliance testing as required
in the manual, and as a result of staffing
limitations, testing was not always per
formed,” according to the report. The
audit also identified shortfalls related to
required quality control inspections of
laboratories used to test the gravel.

State law requires MDOT to establish
and maintain a system of efficient and
effective internal control techniques.
MDOT procedures require the labs to be
inspected every other year to ensure
compliance with state and federal stan
dards.

But in a random sample of 40 pre
qualified gravel suppliers, the auditor
found that in 36, or 90% of the cases, the
labs the suppliers used were not in-
spected at the required frequency.

Three out of four of the suppliers did
not have any lab inspections between
Oct. 1, 2018, and June 30, 2021, the audi-
tor found.

The lack of inspections was also a
problem for labs used by gravel suppli-
ers who were not pre-qualified, the au-
dit found. For 17 surveyed projects in-
volving suppliers who were not pre-
qualified, in which MDOT used a third-
party lab for testing, 59% of the labs had
not been inspected in the prior two
years, the auditor found.
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The Crisis

On July 19, the Michigan Court of Claims surprisingly
rendered a 2018 action taken by

the Michigan legislature (commoniy referred to as “Adopt-
and-Amend”) unconstitutional. If not overturned in court,
the ruling will go into effect February 19, 2023 with
disastrous effects on Michigan’s restaurant industry.

The Fallout

If not overturned in court, on February 19 Michigan’s
minimum wage will jump to approximately $13 per hour
and the tipped minimum wage will increase more than
200% overnight to approximately $11.75. The tip credit,
or difference between the full minimum wage and tipped - .
minimum wage, would be eliminated, making Michigan one of just a handful of states to operate
without one. The impact of swift and severe wage increases to an industry still recovering
from the pandemic will be catastrophic to Michigan’s second largest private employer.

According to statewide surveys commissioned by

the Michigan Restaurant & Lodging Association:

¢ One in six full-service restaurants would

close their doors forever if the Court of To offset increased costs if the Court's ruling is upheld, restaurant operators
Claims ruling stands. said they will be forced to do the foliowing: ’

¢ 40,000-60,000 restaurant jobs — mostly PR S PR

servers - would be lost ksl
e 83% of restaurant servers prefer the status oSy
quo system over one with higher base pay o A -
and a less certain tipping culture, which foke Sl e, S—
makes sense with servers claiming to make
over $25 per hour on average with tips. (

e 79% of servers fear for their own job if the R T T T
tip credit is eliminated.

The Solution

While relief may come through Michigan’s court system, the most

reliable and sustainable victory for restaurant operators would be

a legislative solution. The opportunity is brief,
however, and would

require action during the 2022 lame duck
session in December.

How You Can Help

1. Engage your servers in the fight. Servers can

o upload 30 second
8 3 / & Videos as to why the tip credit works for them
o at https://savemirestaurants.com

2. Send a letter to your State Senator and
Prefer the Representative. Go to https://bit.ly/savemirest
Status Quo or text SAVEMI to 52886 to send a prewritten
letter to your elected officials, urging them to
support a legislative solution fix the Adopt and
Amend issue for restaurants
before it is too late. )
3. Help us Help You..Donate to the Hospitality
Industry Protection
Fund, a 501c4 account, to help us Save

Crose theirbusmess ) 87

fake no action ' 2%

Michigan Restaurants.
Donate at https://savemirestaurants.com/donate.



https://savemirestaurants.com
https://bit.ly/savemirest
https://savemirestaurants.com/donate
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Twin brothers Kyle and Drew Pierson from Detroit Catholic Central are Hometown Life
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) USA TODAY

Meet the 2022 Hometown Life
-Area boys soccer team

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom is here with his 2022 Hometown Life All-Area boys soccer team. e With Cranbrook making the state finals
and many other local teams going on deep playoff runs, there were plenty of players to choose from. ¢ From Detroit Catholic Central to Salem
and Plymouth Christian Academy and everyone else in between, let’s take a look at how the team shook out:

Drew and Kyle Pierson,
Detroit Catholic Central

Co-Players of the Year

What a family.

As a senior, Ryan Pierson led the
Shamrocks to a Division 1state champi-
onship and wound up as a Mr. Soccer fi-

nalist as well as the 2017-18 Michigan
Gatorade Player of the Year.

Four years later, his younger twins
brothers wound up leaving a similar leg-
acy on the pitch at Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral.

Kyle won Mr. Soccer, following in
Ryan’s footsteps. And the Michigan sig-

DeFillippo retires after
32 seasons of football

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Bill DeFillippo remembers calling for-
mer Livonia Churchill coach John Filia-
traut and begging for a job on his foot-
ball staff after the 2007 season.

His run as Milford’s offensive coordi-
nator was ending. Mavericks coach Pat
Fox was stepping down. And DeFillip-
po’s drives from his teaching job at
Johnson Upper Elementary in Livonia
to Milford’s practices were killing him.

It was time for a change.

“I called John that spring and said it's
time for me to start coaching here,” De-
Fillippo told Hometown Life last month.
“I knew we had a lot of good athletes in
fifth and sixth grade. If there was ever a
time for me to maybe become a head
coach down the road, I knew what-we
had was looking promising.”

Filiatraut resuscitated an underper-
forming program during his time there.

And adding DeFillippo as offensive
coordinator took the Chargers to the
next level.

Livonia Churchill coach Bill DeFillippo
is retiring. TOM BEAUDOIN/
SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

DeFillippo worked under-Filiatraut
for four seasons. And Filiatraut’s final
year in 2012 was arguably the greatest
regular season in program history. De-
Fillippo’s offense averaged 41.1 points

See DEFILLIPPO, Page 4B
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nee is arguably the top goal-scorerin the
state. And if he’s not, he’s among good
company, if that honor ends up going to
Clarkston’s Richie Ludwig or Rochester
Adam’s Jackson Craft.

Drew was a three-year varsity player,
a two-year captain and, arguably, one of
the best high school defenders in Michi-

gan. He holds an offer from Detroit Mer-
cy, where Ryan plays, as well as interest
from other Division I and II programs.
How can you choose between two
Pierson boys?
The answer: You can’t.

See ALL-AREA, Page 2B

Detroit Catholic Central
now chasing a state title

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

You could call it cockiness or arro-
gance.

Except the Detroit Catholic Central
boys basketball team knows the pit-
falls that await. And it has plans to
navigate past each one. And though
hard times are expected, each moment
will be used as a learning experience to
prepare for the postseason.

Losses are likely coming the Sham-
rocks’ way, yet the belief remains the
same.

“I think we can win states this year
— no doubt,” said junior TJ Nadeau,
the Shamrocks’ only returning starter,
following CC’s 64-15 victory over De-

| _troit Country Day in the Calihan Chal-

lange at Detroit Mercy on Dec. 10.

Wait, what?

This is the same Shamrocks squad
that just graduated two of its best
leaders in Cooper Craggs (Oakland
University) and Kam Mayes (Albion
College).

(UBSERVER X F.CCENTRIC

It’s the same team that lost the sec-
ond-best junior in Michigan, according
to PrepHoops.com, in San Diego commit
Chas Lewless, who transferred to De-
troit King over the summer.

Aside from Nadeau, there’s only one
player on the roster who even played
considerable minutes. And, perhaps,
the word considerable should be thrown
in air quotes because Josh Ross was just
a role player off the bench.

CCis basically abrand new team one
season removed from losing to Grand
Blanc in the state quarterfinal.

How the heck are the Shamrocks get-
ting to the Breslin Center?

“Addition by subtraction, to a certain
degree,” fifth-year coach Brandon Sina-
wi said.

That's right.”

Uchenna Amene transferred in from
Division 4 powerhouse Southfield
Christian early in the off-season. The ju-
nior guard might not be as talked about
as Lewless, but Sinawi thinks he’s
found something special in Amene, who

See SHAMROCKS, Page 7B
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Continued from Page 1

2022 Hometown Life All-Area
Boys Soccer Team

FIRST TEAM

F - Kyle Pierson, senior, Detroit
Catholic Central

F - Foster Garrett, senior, Salem

F - Sam Chaney, senior, Birmingham
Seaholm

F - Ben Farah, senior, Detroit Country

Day
M - Luke Nicholson, senior, South
Lyon East

M - Mori Miller, senior, Birmingham
Groves

M - Evan Evans, senior, Cranbrook

M - Nathan Hooker, senior, Cran-
brook

D - Drew Pierson, senior, Detroit
Catholic Central

D - Enzo Bordogna, senior, Brother
Rice

GK - Jack Rogers, senior, Detroit
Catholic Central

GK - Drew Swancutt, senior, North-
ville

Coach - Chad O’Kulich, Cranbrook

SECOND TEAM

F - Cameron Hannah, junior, Cran-
brook

F - Aiden Song, senior, Bloomfield
Hills Roeper

F - Ezra Knezek, senior, Livonia Ste-
venson

F - Logan Hartman, senior, Livonia
Franklin

F - Jaiden Lunga, senior, Novi

M - Ali Jaffer, senior, Detroit Catholic
Central

M - Griffin Ellis, senior, Salem

M - Adam Mason, senior, South Lyon

M - Josh Copeland, senior, Brother
Rice

M - Joey laquaniello, senior, Walled
Lake Northern

GK - Tommy Verash, junior, Salem

GK - Bora Akgun, senior, Cranbrook

Coach - Gene Pulice, Detroit Catholic
Central

THIRD TEAM

F - Zach Rodger, junior, Detroit Coun-
try Day

F - Jordan Petrovski, senior, Walled
Lake Northern

M - Wesley Hart, senior, Canton

M - Matt Shehab, senior, Northville

M - Kellen Larson, senior, Detroit
Catholic Central

M - Evan Thornton, senior, Brother
Rice

M - Caedmon Whipple, sophomore,
Plymouth Christian Academy

D - Joey Weertz, senior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

D - John Dickmeyer, senior, Walled
Lake Northern

D - Matt Meilinger, senior, Birming-
ham Groves

D - Ryan Kientz, senior, White Lake
Lakeland

GK - Finn Hounsell, sophomore, De-
troit Country Day

HONORABLE MENTION

F - Marco Palushaj, senior, Northville

M - Alex Greene, senior, Plymouth

M - Tripp Gaffney, senior, Birming-
ham Seaholm

M - Chase Henderson, sophomore,
Birmingham Seaholm

M - Wesley Hart, senior, Canton

M - Stephen Brentano, junior, Detroit
Country Day

M - Andrew Brentano, junior Detroit
Country Day

D - Evan Miller, senior, South Lyon
East

D - Nick Settle, junior, Northville

D - John Lee, senior, Cranbrook

GK - Joe Farah, junior, Birmingham
Seaholm

GK - Aaron Walenciak, senior, South
Lyon East

Coach - Kyle Karns, Salem

SPECIAL MENTION "

F - Will Oglesby, senior, Bloomfield
Hills i

F - Mark Musai, senior, Salem -

F - Jordan Scott, senior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

F - Dominic Hannawa, sophomore,
Walled Lake Northern

F - Benne Lemke, sophomore, West-
land Huron Valley Lutheran

F - Jesse Stewart, senior, Livonia
Clarenceville

F - Atanas Popov, senior, Salem

F lIan Mendoza-Garceia, senior,
Wayne Memorial

F - Andrew Adragna, senior, South
Lyon

F - Jacob HemKer, junior, South Lyon

M - Aiden Miller, junior, Lutheran
Westland

M - Matt Johnson, senior, Plymouth
Christian Academy

M - Owen Hickey, junior, Walled Lake
Northern

M - Mateo King, senior, Birmingham
Groves

O & E MEDIA (NNNR)

Novi's Jaiden Lunga dribbles ahead
during the Division 1 district
tournament in October.

TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plymouth Christian Academy’s Jordan Scott heads a ball against Ann Arbor °*

e
i £ W

Canton’s Wesley Hart passes during Round 1 of the Gary Balconi boys soccer tournament in August.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Rochester Adams.

Greenhills during the Division 4 state semifinal Nov. 2 at Troy High*School.

M - Mario Blum-Alexander, senior,
Birmingham Groves

M - Brett Russell, junior, Birmingham
Groves

M - Orfan Adil, senior, Livonia Chur
chill

M - William Aljets, freshman, Livonia
Churchill

M - John Napieralski, senior, Livonia
Franklin

M - Carter Mroz, senior, Livonia Ste
venson

M - Nathan Riehl, senior, Novi

M - Alex Green, senior, Plymouth

M - Jack Kroll, senior, Salem

M - Jesus Valasquez-Cervantes, sen
ior, Wayne Memorial

D - Yuya Nakijima, senior, Northville

D - Moreno Scaccia, senior, North

L

ville

D - Kenan Hadzic, senior, Livonia
Clarenceville

D - Christian Presley, senior, Canton

D - Alex Eby, sophomore, Detroit
Country Day

D - Gabe Hunter, senior, Detroit
Country Day

D - Tyler Watson, senior, Walled Lake
Northern

D - Reese Austin, senior, Canton

D - Elliot Cialone, senior, Canton

D - Stewart Johns, junior, Livonia
Churchill

D - Connor Dzngel, senior, Livonia
Churchill

D - Colin Whitney, senior, Livonia
Stevenson

D - Ben Wilson, junior, Livonia Ste

s = 1 %

Cranbrook’s Evan Evans celebrates
scoring a goal during the Division 2
regional championship Oct. 27 at
Waterford Kettering.

Birmingham Seaholm'’s Chase
Henderson celebrates a g'oal with Drew
Stice during the Division 1 district final
in October.

venson

D - Masaharu Kimura, junior, novi

D - Antoine Kondracki, senior, Novi

D - Rohan Parikh, senior, Plymouth

D - Dylan Clayton, senior, Salem

D - Bill Broucek, senior, Salem

D - Jovani Martinez-Perez, senior,
Wayne Memorial

D - Carter Wisley, sophomore, West
land John Glenn

GK - Owen Boukalik, senior, North-
ville

Coach Collan Baker, Plymouth
Christian Academy

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj.
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Colleagues react to DeFllllppo retiring

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Livonia Churchill football coach Bill
DeFillippo has retired after 32 years of
coaching high school football. He spent
the past 15 years with the Chargers,
which includes 10 seasons leading the
program as the head coach.

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom
spoke with several people who worked
with him closely. Here’s what they said
about the impact he had at Churchill as
a coach, teacher and mentor to student-
athletes:

Marc Hage, former Livonia
Churchill athletic director

Marc Hage had a lot to worry about
during his 26 years as an athletic direc-
tor.

But he never had to worry about De-
Fillippo or the football program.

DeFillippo took no days off. Even dur-
ing spring and summer vacations.

Coaching was a 365-day endeavor for
him, and that translated onto the field.

“Bill is a football guy,” Hage said. “I
don’t know if he’s ever had a vacation
where he hasn’t gone to a college and
spent days with a college staff. He has a
thirst for football. He’s more than paid
his dues. Inrecent years, our enrollment
has been down, and we’re now the
smallest school in the league. And he
kept us at a high level. He never backed
down from anybody. It didn’t matter the
size of the school or the lineage of a win-
ning program, he’d say bring them on,
let’s play and we’d be successful. Dec-
ades ago, everybody wanted to play us
(because we were an easy win). Lately,
we were one of the most feared on the
block and people didn’t want to play us.
And that’s a credit to Bill.”

When former head coach John Filia-
traut retired, Hage never hesitated
about promoting DeFillippo from offen-
sive coordinator to take over Filiatraut’s
position just over 10 years ago.

“I was very enamored with his dedi-
cation,” Hage added. “I knew he’d be ex-
tremely dedicated, and he had an en-
thusiasm for kids. He and I taught to-
gether for a time, so I saw the positive
impact he had on the kids. 1just knew he

It’s Time to Hear the

Sounds of
the Season!

” 1 am able to hear my six grandchildren,
especlially when talking to them on the
phone. | really enjoy being part of the
conversation with my family!™
-Sunny B.
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Churchill coach Bill DeFillippo, left, and Franklin coach Chris Kelbert meet near
midfield during a game in 2021. HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

would be a tireless worker, and that’s
what you need from a varsity football
coach. Hiring him was a very easy deci-
sion. We interviewed other candidates,
but it was a unanimous decision to hire
him amongst the committee.”

Casey Conway, current
Churchill athletic director

Conway was only in charge of the
Chargers’ athletics for one football sea-
son while DeFillippo ran the football
program, but the two have known each
other since 1995.

They were physical education teach-
ers together back then. And even in the
1990s, Conway knew DeFillippo was go-
ing to be something special on the side-
lines.

“He’ll be sorely missed, and 1 can
honestly say we’ve stole him as far as his
ability as an offensive coordinator and
being a head coach goes,” Conway said.
“I never had a doubt he could make a

HOLIDAY EXCLUSIVE SPECIALS!

s25 GIFT CARD

of your choeice for campletmg
your appoimmenl'
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significant impact as a coach. For as
long as I've known him, he’s been draw-
ing up plays and working hard on game
plans, and that goes back to 1995 when
he was at Ann Arbor Huron and a few
other places.”

Conway was Hage’s assistant before
taking over as AD, so he’s watched De-
Fillippo over the years, and he’s learned
plenty from watching the coach run a
program.

“As the athletic director, you learn
really quickly about your coaches and
who can take care of the day-to-day
stuff,” Conway added.” People all too of-
ten think football is just nine Fridays a
year. They don’t understand the other
356 days that go into the preparation for
those nine Fridays, and Flip made it look
effortless. He takes care of the parents,
the kids and the fundraising. He’s got a
great staff that he’s built throughout the
years. As far as being a manager and a
leader of a staff, it's been an absolute joy
watching him do that. Flip and those

{1
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guys would tell me what a kid's grades
are before I could even tell them about
the kid's grades. You'd never have to
worry about a player being ineligible be
cause his staff would come and tell me
about it first.”

Allen Feigel, Churchill’s
assistant head coach

With DeFillippo teaching physical
education at Frost Middle School, it
meant he was unable to keep tabs on his
football players throughout the day at
the high school.

That’s where assistant Allen Feigel
came in handy.

Not only was Feigel his No. 2 on the
coachlng staff but he was also his “i
side guy.” He acted as DeFillippo’s eyes
and ears inside the high school.

“Being the assistant head coach, (be
ing the ‘inside guy’) is kind of your job,”
Feigel said. “I didn't necessarily want
that job back then, but I took it on for
him. All great programs need a good No.
2. You need that second guy to be a sec-
ond head cuach. Being in the building,
with several coaches in the building, it's
an advantage we have over several (op-
posing) head coaches. I was his guy in-
side the building. And I still am.”

The two spent 13 years coaching be-
side each other.

“He’s one of my best friends,” Feigel
added. “Other than my wife, he’s prob-
ably my closest friend. He’s a mentor of
mine, and I've been very blessed to
know him. Flip did things the right way,
and we always had a collaborative ap-
proach to leading the program. In the
off-season, he let me be the head coach
and run the program how I saw fit. I'm
the strength and conditioning coach, so
it was great to run the off-season. One of
Flip’s biggest strengths is he allows oth-
er people to be themselves as much as
possible. He was really good at delegat-
ing and letting guys spread their wings
professionally and personally. He’s go-
ing to be missed.

Al Smith, Churchill’s
defensive coordinator

Al Smith graduated from Churchill in

See COLLEAGUES, Page 4B
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Continued from Page 3B

2001 and joined the football staff as an
assistant almost immediately.

So he’s been around for all15 years of
DeFillippo’s tenure at Churchill, includ-
ing acting as the team’s defensive coor-
dinator for the past 11 seasons.

Smith wouldn'’t trade his relationship
with his former boss for anything.

“The nice thing about working for
Flip when he took over was that the guys
(assistant coaches) on both sides of the
ball knew what he was doing,” Smith
said. “He had a good baseline knowl-
edge of where he wouldn’t have to mi-
cromanage things. And that kind of re-
lationship is forged in the off-season.
He and I, for about 7 years in a row, and
later Feigel and Brian Rochon would join
us, take a 10-day professional develop-
ment or four-day week to travel to
places like Ball State and meet coaches
and learn more about coaching.

“Those are the moments where you
develop trust among your staff. When
you got eight guys going to the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati coaching clinic, be-
cause we want to be the best coaches we
can be, that’s where we set the stan-
dard. He's been going on professional

DeFillippo

Continued from Page 1B

per game and put up a school-record
452 points. Though, they lost in the dis-
trict championship to Plymouth, de-
spite winning 10 straight games enter-
ing the matchup.

When Filiatraut retired soon after,
former Churchill athletic director Marc
Hage tabbed DeFillippo to take over the
program. And the job has been his until
Oct. 21.

That’s right. After15 seasons with the
Chargers, including the past 10 as the
head coach, DeFillippo has retired from
coaching at the high school level.

He considered several factors before
making the decision.

For one, he only has one year left of
teaching before he can retire.

For two, he wants to spend more time

Al

BEST SERVICE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2022 | O & E MEDIA

(NNNR)

Head coach Bill DeFillippo talks to players after defeating Belleville 28-21 at
Livonia Churchill High School in Livonia in 2021. JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

development trips for 30 years. He nev-
er stops learning when it comes to foot-
ball and organizational leadership. And
that trickled down to his staff.”

The culture established by DeFillippo
has not only made Smith a better foot-
ball coach but a better person as well.

“The family culture he’s promoted,

endorsed and developed has been
huge,” Smith added. “All of us coaches
know each others’ families. It’s the type
of deal where I live 2 miles from Flip’s
parents. If his dad needed something,
he can call me anytime. It’s really a great
culture of family that we have. Because
we're losing one member of the family, it

with his parents as they get up there in
age. And, lastly, if he’s ever going to get a
chance to coach college football, now’s
the time.

“I'm going to take the fall offand may-
be be more of a fan next fall,” said DeFil-
lippo, who has coached high school ball
for 32 years. “I want to watch some of
my guys playing in college, which you
don’t get to do when you’re coaching, at
least not very often anyway. Maybe I'll
take a couple of road trips to college
games and do things I haven’t been able
to do in a while.”

DeFillippo amassed a 58-48 record as
Churchill’s head coach. Six of his 15 sea-
sons saw the Chargers score 300 points
or more.

His assistants categorize him as a
football junkie. If he’s not watching film,
he’s studying the game elsewhere.
Whether that’s at coaching clinics, trips
out of state to learn from college coach-
es or just talking about the game with
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