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For Brother Rice, being one
of the best isn’t always fun

ORTHVILLE
RECORD

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Projects
receive
about
$1.5M in
brownfield
funding

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The cities of Westland and North-
ville are receiving about $1.5 million to
transform some of their most blighted,
well-known brownfields for modern
purposes.

Westland is receiving $695,000 to
help redevelop the former Eloise psy-
chiatric hospital, which has stayed va-
cant on Michigan Avenue, after closing
decades ago. Northville will receive
$800,000 to remediate the former
Foundry Flask property, 456 E. Cady
St., of environmental contamination
for future development.

The grant money is coming from the
state Department of Environment,
Great Lakes and Energy, and those
who see promise in the abandoned
properties are thankful.

Westland's former psychiatric hos
pital, 30712 Michigan Ave., was pur
chased several years ago and its new
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city of Westland and the State of Mich
igan for this grant. It will assist us in
the redevelopment of this challenging
project,” Hambrick said in a news re

lease.

See FUNDING, Page 6A

The old Foundry Flask building in
Northville. The city recently received
funding to help do brownfield
remediation at the site, which is
expected to eventually become a
mixed-use development.
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How U-M student overcame
failing grades, depression to
soon graduate with honors

£

Ericka Mendez Velazquez, a 2018 South Lyon East graduate, has climbed out of

e ™

the depths of depression to find success at the University of Michigan.

SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

College can be a strain on the brain.

It's even harder when you're fighting
a mental health battle, as aerospace en-
gineering major Ericka Mendez Velaz-
quez knows all too well.

Her liftoff at the University of Michi-
gan was shaky; she nearly crashed and
burned, failing classes and finding her-
self on academic probation.

That was four years ago.

Injust a few short months, Ericka will
graduate with honors.

“I want others to know you're not
alone and your life doesn’'t end with a
mental health diagnosis; it's just a new
part of your life,” Ericka, 23, said. “When
I was going through that, I felt like a fail-
ure. | really thought I wouldn’t make it
through. I didn't care about graduation,
I just had to make it through the next
day. A lot has changed in four years.”

The 2018 South Lyon East High
School graduate’s troubles began her
senior year of high school. The
straight-A and National Honor Society
student who already had her accep-
tance to U-M suddenly felt disinter
ested in everything. She stopped play
ing sports and her grades dropped to B's

r for whole days. She was ac
class and became very emotional, even
mean to those around her.
Ericka recalled feeling sad, but at
tributed it to senioritis and “regular
teenage emotions.”
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See STUDENT, Page 6A

Tattoo artist accused of sexual
misconduct opens business in Livonia

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Alexander Boyko, a tattoo artist ac
cused of criminal sexual conduct, has
opened a new business in Livonia.

According to the Michigan Depart
ment of Licensing and Regulatory Af
fairs, Boyko, 29, registered Lee Knows
How as a limited liability company in
September 2022. The business recent
ly opened at 28913 West Seven Mile

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies,
Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press

Road in Livonia.

Boyko, a Livoniaresident, was arrest-
ed and charged in December 2019 with
three counts of criminal sexual conduct
in the fourth degree. Wayne County
prosecutors alleged he fondled a female
client's breasts in the spring of 2015. If
he's convicted of the high misdemean
ors, each charge has a maximum sen-
tence of two years in prison.

At a court hearing in late 2019, the
woman claimed Boyko touched her in-
appropriately during an after-hours

Volume 153 |

©2023

releases, calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

BERGER S®

New Year
New Savings!
Keep Your Table Looking New

* Piano Pads y
*» Pool Table Pads
Y- Conference Table Pads

Home delivery pricing inside

'PROTECT - PRESERVE

consultation appointment at Red An-
chor in Plymouth, where he worked at
the time. The woman said she’d previ
ously been tattooed by Boyko.

The tattoo artist has pleaded not
guilty to all charges. Boyko is set to ap-
pear in court again for a motion hearing
Feb.16. A jury trial is set to begin Aug. 21.

Boyko is currently out on bond.

The door and windows of his busi

ness are boarded up, and it appears
See BUSINESS, Page 4A
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Customers can still
buy vehicles online

Jamie L. LaReau

etroit Free Pres:s

A TODAY NETWORK

Used-car megastore Carvana said
Wednesday it is back to “business as
usual” in Michigan, but state officials
say not quite because the company’s
Novi location is no longer a licensed
dealership. But Michigan car buyers can
make a purchase with Carvana online
and get a car

Carvana and the state reached a set
lement as part of an ongoing dispute
ver the state’s assertion that Carvana

ommitted violations of the Michigan
Vehicle Code, which Carvana admitted
to doing.

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
Northville Record (USPS# 396880) is published
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 160 W Fort Street, Detroit, Ml 48226
Periodicals postage is paid at Detroit, Ml and at
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer
Service, PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Stephanie Angel, Executive Editor
Office: 517-377-101
sangel@gannett.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @0EHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Home Delivery:

Customer Service: 866-887-2737
Mon -Fri. 8:30 am. to4 p.m
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps.com

Advertising Policy:
All advertising published in this newspaper is
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the
advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser's order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and

nly publication of an ad constitutes acceptance
of the advertiser's order
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Carvana gives up Novi dealership

“. y

In early October, state officials sus
pended the license of the Carvana deal
ership in Novi for “imminent harm to the
public,” a claim Carvana has called
baseless. The state said that Carvana
LLC, owned by Paul Breaux and located
off of Novi Road near 1-96, committed
several violations centering on untime-
ly delivery of titles after vehicle sales.
The alleged violations were discovered
during an investigation by the state reg-
ulatory staff of multiple complaints
from consumers about title problems
with their vehicles.

On Wednesday, Carvana'’s senior as-
sociate general counsel, Chris Olson,
told the Free Press exclusively that Car-
vana agreed to voluntarily hand in its
in-state Michigan dealer license for a
period of three years, after which it can
apply for it again. The Michigan Depart-
ment of State confirmed the settlement
with Carvana and provided the signed
agreement to the Free Press.

“To save taxpayer dollars that would
go to court fees it is standard practice for
our department to offer plea deals to
dealerships that violate the law and are
likely to have their licenses revoked,”
said Jake Rollow, chief external affairs
officer for Secretary of State Jocelyn
Benson. “In a plea deal signed with our
department, the Carvana dealership in
Novi agreed it had violated the law and
to have its dealer license revoked and be
barred from reapplying for a new license
for three years.”

Carvana said settling the matter al-
lows both sides to move forward and for
the company to continue to serve Michi-
gan's car buyers, this time with new
practices in place to assure compliance
with Michigan law.

“1 view this as a positive. I recognize
that we were late, we weren’t perfect
and the state was frustrated at us. ... We
see this as a pretty small bucket of peo-
ple, but it's important to them. And we
have to get it right. ... Our performance
today is really, really good so I hope this
is closing that chapter.”

Doing business out of Arizona

Carvana's sales in Michigan make up
about 2% to 3% of the company’s total
U.S. sales. Carvana has not released its
total sales for last year, but in 2021it sold

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice
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Carvana used cars sit inside one of the company's vending machines in Nashville

PROVIDED BY CARVANA

about 425,000 car across the nation, Ol
son said.

Olson said the settlement doesn't
change much for Michigan car buyers
who could still buy a car from Carvana
online and have it delivered even during
the state’s suspension due to Michigan
law allowing e-commerce activity.

As part of the settlement, Michigan
consumers can still buy a used vehicle
from Carvana online and either take de-
livery of it at Carvana’s vending ma-
chine in Novi or Carvana will deliver it to
their home. Carvana, based in Tempe,
Arizona, told the state regulators it
would use an Arizona selling license and
process to conduct business in Michi-
gan. That means Michigan customers
will get temporary plates and paper-
work from Arizona after their purchase.
They can then switch over to Michigan
with the Secretary of State.

It is a preferred method of operating,
Olson said, because it saves time and
money with efficient systems that al-
ready exist in Arizona.

“We offer Arizona-based program in
18 states so we know how to do that pa-
perwork well, so we're happy to do this
model,” Olson said. “It’s our baseline.”

Rollow confirmed that Michiganders
can continue to do business with Carva-
na online but will need to retitle the ve-
hicles they buy to Michigan.

“We continue to protect Michigan-
ders by enforcing the law with car deal-
erships across the state and revoking
the licenses of any dealer that fails to
comply with the law,” Rollow said.

As part of the settlement, Carvana
has also agreed to pay a $10,000 fine to
cover the cost of the state’'s investiga-
tion, the settlement document said and
Olson confirmed.

the state’s suspension. But on Oct. 20, a
Michigan Court of Claims judge denied
Carvana's request for a temporary re
straining order against the state.

The settlement not only provides
both parties with “certainty and clarity,”
but it avoids future legal hearings.

“This was something both parties
could live with and move forward on
how to operate in the state,” Olson said.

To assure customers that Carvana
will expeditiously process the paper
work on vehicle sales, Olson said the
company is putting many safeguards in
place such as new training for newly
hired employees, assigning people to
specifically be responsible for process-
ing all sales paperwork, and it is doing a
“a root cause diagnosis as to why the
deals were delayed and to be more strin-
gent of what we require of customers in
terms of documents. All of that com
bined makes the performance better
and assures that no deals fall through
the cracks and have these delays.”

‘Business as usual’ in Michigan

Olson said most of Carvana's cus
tomers in Michigan who had any prob-
lems getting their titles or other paper-
work have had their situations resolved.
He noted Michigan customers who
bought from Carvana last week, for ex-
ample, all got their permanent tags and
title transferred correctly and complet-
ed on time. The week before it was
99.2% and for the last quarter of 2022,
98% of Carvana sales were completed in
a timely manner, Olson said.

Olson said if a customer still has an
issue they can call Carvana at 1-800
333-4554.

“It’s business as usual for us in the

state yf Michigar )Mson {
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motions with the Michigan Court of
Claims asking for an immediate stop to
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CITY OF NOVI1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 PM. in the Novi Civic Center, 456175
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to RECEIVE COMMENTS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL
OF PROPOSED MAP AND TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF NOV] MASTER
PLAN FOR LAND USE. The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where the
land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park, Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco Fields.
This notice includes information and a map of the properties situated with Ella Mae Power
Park The properties are approximately 154.22 acres located south of Ten Mile Road and east
of Taft Road (Section 27). 45.91 acres would be conveyed to the school district, and 1.74 acres
would be conveyed to the City
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Additional information is available for review at the Community Development Department
n the Nova Civic Center

Subject Parcel 1Ds: 50-22-27-100-005, 50-22-27-100-006, and 50-22-27-100-007

CITY OF NOV1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to RECEIVE COMMENTS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL
OF PROPOSED MAP AND TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF NOVI MASTER
PLAN FOR LAND USE. The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where
the land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park, Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco
Fields. This notice includes information and a map of the properties known as Bosaco Fields
The properties are located south of Eleven Mile Road and west of Taft Road (Section 20) Here
73.87 acres would be conveyed to the City for public park purposes

Eleven Mile Road

‘ Section 20 J
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73.87 acres o the City
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Additional information i8 available for review at the Community Development Department
in the Novi Civic Center.

Subject Parcel 1Ds: 50-22-20-200-011 and 50-22-20-200-022

All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and

)y written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45176 W. any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W.
Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City's regular business hours, Monday thru Friday,
from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM., Wednesday, February 8, from 8:00 AM. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM., Wednesday, February 8,
2023 2023
Published: January 19, 2023 Published' January 19, 2023
Novi Planning Commission Nowva Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary Michael Lynch, Secretary
ublish_January 18, 201 S - Publish' January 19, 2023
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More Eight Mile roadwork coming later this year

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For drivers who routinely traverse Eight Mile on the
eastern side of Novi and Northville Township, planned
road work cannot come soon enough.

Resurfacing took place along the road between Taft
to just east of Novi Road last year by Wayne County
roads crews, who oversee that stretch of the road that
straddles Wayne and Oakland counties. But a worse
stretch still awaits work near the busier section closer
to Haggerty.

Tiffani Jackson, spokeswoman for Wayne County,
said via email the county will resurface more of Etght
Mile this year, starting west of Orchard Hill Place on
the Novi/Northville Township border to east of Inter-
state 275, where Livonia and Farmington Hills border.
That work will take place later during the county’s
summer construction season and is expected to cost
about $330,000.

Talk of work along that portion of the road began
last year, when resurfacing was underway along a few
miles of Eight Mile. But a patchwork of repairs remains
between Haggerty and almost to Novi Road.

Even after upcoming work, there will remain a
stretch of road with plenty of damage heading west
from the Haggerty corridor. That's a project, Wayne
County Commissioner Terry Marecki said, that's in the
county’s plans for the future.

“It’s on their radar. They will be looking at it again
next roads season. They're definitely keeping an eye
on it,” said Marecki, R-Livonia, who represents North-
ville and Northville Township in Wayne County.
“That's where it stands now.”

The county hopes to do a reconstruction project on
the road between Haggerty and Meadowbrook in the
future, Jackson said. The county obtained approval
from the Federal Aid Committee in December, a step
toward securing funding and eventually reconstruct-

Vehicle drive along Eight Mllo near Meadowbrook on the Novi/Northville Township border. The road, whuch
has plenty of patches, hopes to see construction in the future. DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ing of the road. That project is expected to cost roughly
$6 million, Jackson said.

“It will be a new concrete pavement replacement,”
she said in an email statement. “This project is cur-
rently in the design phase and anticipated to start con-

Changes coming to Northville summer concerts

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

More changes are on deck for the ambience of
downtown Northville this summer.

The city is adding a few more concerts this year af-
ter seeing changes the past several years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It's also changing performance
days.

The larger band performances that took place once
a month last summer will instead take place twice a
month. And instead of Friday performances, these
shows will take place on the second and fourth Sat-
urdays from June through September. They will take
place in the Town Square downtown

“Now that the prmdcml- is Ove
hopefully over — the DD cha
ries to reintroduce what
n rﬂ“l- ‘\l!!l AT ¢ jald A [ 1 t
Downtown Development Authority. “The stage bands
perform just as they sound like: on our old stage, which
has not been hosting concerts the last couple of years.

“This would formalize the use of that stage again.”

The acoustic music performed as visitors stroll the

well, waning,

downtown will return as it has since 2020 when it first
began. Those performances, meant to create an
atmosphere as people eat, shop and spend time down
town, will take place Friday nights and Saturday
nights when larger performances are not happening.
Larger, big band shows were canceled in Northville
during 2020 and 2021 because of the pandemic, re-
placed with the acoustic sounds on both Main and
Center streets.

The city council recently approved a new contract
with Wixom-based JAG Entertainment for $32,800,
an increase from the previous year's contract. Ward
said the increase helps cover increased payments for
larger bands.

“We have raised the amount that we are paying for
the stage bands up from $1,500 to $2,000, which is

more competitive in the a1 \A Y

A

Tl
town, ¢ special
Mayor Pro-Tem Barbar.a Moroski-Browne

“It really activates Center Street, having it both
ways as well,” she said. “Actually, the sound almost
carries better over on Center.”

struction late this year or early next year.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on
Twitter @davidveselenak.

Contact our office to
schedule an
appointment with
Dirk Beamer

or one of our other
experienced attorneys.

.&”‘ WRIGHT BEAMER

wrightbeamer.com | 248.477.6300

CITY OF NOV1

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

CITY OF NOVI

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearingon Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 P.M.inthe Novi Civic Center, 45176 W
Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to PARADISE PARK JZ22-31 FOR PLANNING COMMISSION'S
CONSIDERATION OF ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 18.739, TO REZONE FROM OST
(OFFICE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY) TO i-1 (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL). The subject area to
be rezoned is approximately 4.14 acres on the south end of the parcel located at 45799 Grand
River Avenue (Parcel 22-16-451-046). The subject property is west of Taft Road and south of
Grand River Avenue (Section 16). The site is currently used as a family entertainment venue
No changes to the site layout are proposed at this time

Plans are available for review by contacting the Community Development Department at the
following email address: bmcbeth@cityofnovi.org
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 P M. in the Novi Civic Center, 456175
W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to RECEIVE COMMENTS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL
OF PROPOSED MAP AND TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF NOVI MASTER
PLAN FOR LAND USE. The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where the
land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park, Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco Fields
This notice includes information and a map of the properties situated with Wildlife Woods
Park. The properties are approximately 104.22 acres located north of Eleven Mile Road and
east of Wixom Road (Section 17). Approximately 23.59 acres would be conveyed to the school
district

‘ Eleven Mile Road / y ‘

Additional information is available for re

in the Novi Civic Center

iew at the Community Development Department

Subject Parcel 1Ds: 50-22-16-451-046 Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-1 0-016, 60-22-17-300-017

All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the heanng and

heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W

Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City's regular business Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 duning the City's regular business hours, Monday thru Fnday

hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 400 PM from 8:00 AM. to 5:00 PM,, and t be ed by 4:00 PM., Wednesday, February 8,

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 2023
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Farmington Hills ‘hockey doc’
pleads not guilty to CSC charges

Shelby Tankersiey
{ | M H A i‘

A Farmington Hills doctor accused of
molesting youth hockey players claims
he’s not guilty.

Dr. Zvi Levran, 66, is charged with
sexual misconduct accusations first
brought forward in October 2022. He'’s
been charged in the last two months
with second-degree sexual misconduct,
multiple counts of third-degree sexual
misconduct and multiple counts of
fourth-degree sexual misconduct in
with multiple accusers
Levran is named as the defendant in
at the 47th District Court in Far
mington Hills and two cases at the 48th
District Court in Bloomfield Hills. He
was arraigned Wednesday morning on
multiple charges in Farmington Hills.

‘He disputes the charges,” Joe La
vigne, Levran's attorney, said. “He’s not
guilty in each of those cases, and we'’re

nnection

10 cases

Business

Continued from Page 1A

clients can only schedule an appoint-
ment by contacting @leeknowshow on
Instagram.

According to his bond, Boyko cannot
work on female clients without supervi-
sion. The Wayne County Prosecutor’s
Office told Hometown Life the county is
exploring whether the Livonia business
is a violation of Boyko's bond.

Hometown Life was unable to con:
tact Boyko. His attorney, Vassal John-
son, did not return a request for com-
ment

Get the latest headlines for metro De-
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news-
letter

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter

vshelby tankk.

looking forward ' which will be a probable cause confer

to the next hear ence

ing.” He has a urology practice in West
The doctor is Bloomfield and has provided medical

being held at the services to youth and school hockey

Oakland County organizations in Minnesota and in Far-

Jail, and his mington, Novi and other Michigan

bond is over $2.5
million. Lavigne

communities for about 20 years. The
first alleged survivor to come forward

suggested the Dr. Zvi Levran of was a 19-year-old man.

$500,000 added Farmington Hills The doctor is accused of abusing
to the bond withattorney Joe patients at his home office. All of his
amount Lavigne in January  accusers are connected to youth hock
Wednesday was 2023. ey programs.

“excessive,” but SHELBY TANKERSLEY/ People are encouraged to call the
the judge dis- HOMETOWNLIFE.COM Farmington Hills Police phone number

agreed

‘There’s a certain tipping point with
the number of cases and the number of
charges,” Judge James Brady said. “I
think the bonds are appropriately set.”

Levran is scheduled to appear at the
47th District Court again at 9 a.m. Feb.
28 for a preliminary exam. His next
court date in Bloomfield Hills is Feb. 9,

set up for tips about Levran, 248-871
2610. According to the department,
calls have poured in since the hotline
was established last month.

Get the latest headlines for metro
Detroit every morning in your mailbox
by signing up for our daitly briefings
newsletter.

stankersle@hometownlife.com

Defendant Alexander Boyko, left, sits with defense attorney Vassal Johnson in
the 35th District courtroom of Judge Michael Gerou during his preliminary
exam. He is accused of criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree for a 2015
assault. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Greek Islands Eatery at 306 S. Maln
Street in Downtown Plymouth will
close for good Monday, Jan. 16.
LAURA COLVIN/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Owners will replace
Plymouth’'s Greek
Islands with
‘something better’

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After 10 years serving up breakfast,
burgers, salads, sandwiches and more,
Greek Islands Eatery in downtown
Plymouth was slated to close Jan. 16.

Jimmy Merdani, one of the eatery's
owners, said a new restaurant will
open in the same space later this year.

“We're still deciding what the new
concept will be,” Merdani said. “We'll
be giving the city something better. We
appreciate the support we've had from
(our loyal customers) ever since we
opened and we're even more excited to
see them again in the future.”

Once the restaurant closes, all fur-
nishings and other equipment will be
auctioned, he said. The new restau-
rant will feature a full remodel of the
space.

The restaurant enjoys a prime loca-
tion at 306 S. Main St. in downtown
Plymouth.

Plymouth Downtown Development
Authority Director Sam Plymale said
Greek Islands is known in the area as a
family favorite.

“I know a lot of people will be sad to
see it go,” he said. “But I think it’s im-
portant for downtowns like ours to
evolve and change, especially when it
comes to restaurants. Anytime we
have a new restaurant down hare, it’s
rather exciting.”
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‘I love our new garage door that Al Garage
installed. It looks beautiful
nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and

insulated so the garage stays warmer. | highly
recommend them

Donna N - Detroit, MI
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ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR
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No Extra Charge ® Emergency Services Available
© Military, AAA, Senior. AARP Discounts ® Residential ® Doing Business Since 1998
© Family Owned & Operated e Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

LiftMaster 2 RS
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GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

248-864-5559

* WAth purchase and install of new garage door. Call
f details. Mus! present this a4 to redeem affer
Canmot be combined with any ather offers or past
purchases. Exp, 131/2023

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:

1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protectiun

4. Upgraded curb appeal

5. Increase home value
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Join Us for Lunch at Seabrook

Get an inside look at the Jersey Shore’s
premier senior living community. Be our
guest for an upcoming open house.

« TOUR a variety of stylish floor plans.
« EXPERIENCE our vibrant campus.
« LEARN about everyday life here.

e ENJOY a delicious meal—on us!

Call 1-800-649-4351 for upcoming dates
and reserve your spot! fiEalnook | SR

8Y ERICKSON SENIOR LIVIK

This event will include a brief marketing presentat

Tour Highlights:

>
AIaSKa Dlscovery Fairbanks - Juneau - Inside Passage -

Music of Denali Dinner Theater -

®
La nd & cru lse Sternwheeler Discovery - Denali

National Park - Skagway - Tundra

Wilderness Tour - Luxury Domed Rail -
Travel August 9-20, 2023 Anchorage - Hubbard Glacier - Glacier

12 Days - 26 Meals Bay - Ketchikan

Featuring a 7-Night Holland America Cruise

VILLAGE For more information, please contact

QE’ Village Travelers at 248-960-6505 or visit
TRAVELERS gateway.gocollette.com/link/1094381
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CONVERT THIS FIGURE
INTO A SHAPE WHOSE
PERIMETER IS A
SQUARE AND AT

THE SAME TIME
REVEAL A SQUARE
WITHIN ITS INTERIOR.

despair

THE OPEN
AREA OF THE INNER
SQUARE WILL BE
LARGER THAN THE ACTU-
AL FIGURE. MAKE TwWO
STRAIGHT CUTS TO SOLVE.
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Insert numbers 1-9 in each box

with every row, column and 3x3
box containing the digits just

once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold
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Her parents, Lorena Velazquez and
Victor Mendez, knew differently, espe-
cially her mother, who forced Ericka to
see a therapist in May 2018.

Ericka gives credits to her parents,
who come from a Mexican culture in
which, Ericka said, “mental health
doesn'’t really exist.”

“If you say you're depressed, the idea
is, ‘No you're not, you just need to go for
a walk and cheer up,” Ericka explained.

From her now first-hand perspective,
Ericka said “depression isn’t just feeling
sad. It's swimming underwater and you
can't get out.”

But Ericka kept swimming.

She started at U-M in the fall of 2018,
keeping her head above water and earn-
ing average grades.

In her second semester, she began to
sink again.

When she was failing multiple class-
es, she dropped out using a retroactive
withdrawal. It was at this time that she
again reached out for help— to her aca-
demic advisor and college support ser-
vices

Ken Powell, an undergraduate advi-
sor for aerospace engineering at U-M,
said there are processes in place to help
struggling students, but they need to
reach out sooner rather than later.

“A fairly large percentage of students
have a semester where something hap-
pens,” he said. “Very few people go
through a careful delineated path from

Funding

Continued from Page 1A

The haunted attraction opened in
2021 inside the Kay Beard building, the
main structure still standing on the
property. It's also home to Alice Cooper
Court, a thoroughfare renamed for the
rocker during an event where Cooper
appeared in 2021

The former Foundry Flask property
in Northville is set to become a mixed

high school through graduation from
college. Somewhere along the way, life
will interfere somehow, a parent will get
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Resources in Engineering (C.A.R.E.)
Center provided crucial assistance to
Ericka as well. Director Angie Farrehi
said her office is just one of many re-
sources on campus; U-M also has coun-
seling and psychological services to
provide support.

“We have seen an increase in stu-
dents struggling with mental health
concerns,” Farrehi said, adding that the
effects of many mental health condi-
tions more often emerge in adolescence
and young adulthood, which may make
the transition to college even more diffi-
cult.

\ssistance

Reducing stigma,
opening communication

Mental health has become less stig-
matized, but more individuals are expe-
riencing stress and anxiety for a variety
of reasons, including external pressures
such as social media or intensified ex-
pectations to excel academically or in a
career, Farrehi said. Adding to the in-
crease in those with mental health
struggles in recent years is the pandem-
ic, “a global traumatic event that we all
experienced and are still experiencing.”

“One of the things I've seen over the
years, when a student is struggling, they
may hide it or be afraid to reach out,” she
said. “College is a big transition, and,
with transitions, there are struggles and
there is help available.”

The open communication was criti-

use development on property that's also
been vacant for years. Environmental
remediation will include excavation and
disposal of impacted soils, as well as in-
stallation of barrier systems to prevent
exposure to any residual contamina
tion.

The grant isn't the only benefit the
project is receiving from the state. The
project is also receiving $730,000 in
brownfield tax increment financing for
environmental costs not covered under
the grant. According to the assessment
data, soil and groundwater were likely

)
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cal to Ericka laying the foundation for
success and a comeback.

She took a break from U-M and en
rolled in a fe

rming gooa gr

lasses at Schoo aft
ades 1N the Lm

2019 and taking
ransfer policy between the schools

When she returned to U-M in the fall,
she hit another low — with her overall
GPA falling to1.7. She was placed on aca-
demic probation.

The coronavirus pandemic turned
out to be a blessing for Ericka. After
spring break, all classes were moved on-
line. She moved home and passed all her
classes at both U-M and Washtenaw
Community College, where she was
dual-enrolled. It was her first time pass-
ing all her classes since she had with-
drawn in her second semester.

Toward the end of 2020, Ericka and
her doctors had finally found the correct
mix of medications to treat her mental
health condition. While finding the cor-
rect dosage wasn't easy or sornething
she thought was necessary, Ericka now
realizes it was critical to her treatment.
Her GPA for just the fall 2020 semester
was over 3.4.

advantage

Soaring to new heights

However, because her overall GPA
had fallen so low, she now faced new
challenge — securing the internships
that are crucial for an aerospace engi-
neering major.

Ericka applied for roughly 250 in-
ternships in the fall of 2020, but she felt
her resume was likely being thrown
away.

So she removed her GPA, 2.4 overall,
from her resume and applied to Tesla.

The week before Thanksgiving in

contaminated by the site’'s historic in-
dustrial operations. Developer 456 Cady
LLC is the owner of the property.

The project has been in the works for
years, beginning with appreval from the
city’'s Historic District Commission
back in 2021

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every moming in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news-
letter.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734-
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.

4

2020, she received a congratulatory

email on her acceptance for an intern-
ship with the automotive compans

10N er tasks \
gust 2021. It was her first time being
away from home and remembers calling
her mom crying, doubting her ability to
continue the internship.

She ended up loving the experience.

More internships far from home fol-
lowed — with Rolls-Royce (aerospace)
in Indiana in the summer of 2022 and
then Gulfstream Aerospace in Georgia
this past fall.

Next up is Blue Origin, an aerospace
company based in Kent, Washington,
this summer.

But first, she is looking forward to
graduating with honors this spring. An
overall grade-point average of 3.233 also
makes her eligible for the master’'s de-
gree program at U-M, which she’ll start
this fall.

At one point in the depths of her de-
pression, Ericka thought only of making
it through the next day. She never imag-
ined being where she is now.

“I think having support around me
was one of the biggest things,” Ericka
said. “I want others to know, you're not
alone ... If you're struggling, ask for help.
It's not easy or a walk in the park. ... It's a
lot of work to find out who you truly are.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517-
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter (®Susan-
Bromleylo. '

Get the latest headlines for metro De-
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news-
letter.

The city of Westland was awarded
nearly $700,000 to help redevelop the
former Eloise psychiatric hospital.

JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM
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Cannelle has been a staple of the Farmington Farmers Market for years. Now, the

bakery plans to open a permanent home along the downtown strip.

SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Cannelle patisserie to
open new location in
downtown Farmington

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Matt Knio has been selling baked
goods at the Farmington Farmers Mar-
ket for years. Now, he's preparing to cre-
ate a more permanent presence down-
town for his patisserie, Cannelle.

Knio recently purchased the former
KickstART building at 33304 Grand Rive
Ave. and plans to start renovating the
space this month. Knio said he'll likely
open in April or May.

"l love Farmington," he said. "I love
the people and I love the farmers mar-
ket. The community over there is beau-
tiful, and I'll love to be part of it."

Cannelle has locations in Birming-
ham, Ann Arbor and Detroit along with
a commercial kitchen in Warren. Knio
said he thinks Farmington is an up-and-
coming community, and he wants to be
part of it flourishing.

“I've been going to the farmers mar-
ket for years now," he said. “In the last
couple years, I've gotten really interest
ed in the city. I can see the city is getting

Satisfaction Guaranteed.

©)

&
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Lifetime Performance Guarantee.

the rest of the life of your home

Competitive Pricing & Discounts
20% off all jobs

O &)

Ask us about our senior
citizen & military discount:

0‘98

No payment required until the job is
finished and you're completely satisfied

We guarantee that our products will keep
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for

.‘?i ﬁ ‘ .g

g(’illl{ and getting bette want to be
part of it

While the menus at each Cannelle are
the same, every shop has a unique
atmosphere. Farmington's shop will in
clude, according to Knio, a "beautiful’
outdoor patio. He also plans to keep his
spot at the farmers market, which runs
spring through fall at Riley Park.

Even for fans of his market stand,
Knio said the brick and mortar store will
offer something new. One of his per
sonal favorite menu items is the pista
chio croissant.

“Usually at the farmers market, we
just sell baked goods,” he said. "But Can
nelle isn’t just about baked goods. We
have pastries, breakfast sandwiches
and chocolates."

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter
@shelby_tankk

BOOK NOW

FREE ESTIMATES

248-657-7136

20% OFF

End gutter cleaning forever!

Call Today for your FREE estimate!
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Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Actual payments based mage. If full credit

taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by 18 monthly payments of $41.67
for each $1.000 financed. If transaction is later, the 18 monthly payments could be as high
for GreenSky® consumer |

#1416362 Free loor upgrad

$585.%6 Financing
NMLS

an programs is provided by federally insured. equal opportunity lender bank

AL RO (TREE RL00 LP 0

\ Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio

Call Today! *
248-372-9946
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The New Year's promise you
can keep: get your hearing
exam. Don't et hearing loss
get in the way of your sleep,
fitness. or relationships.

From Jan. st - 315t were offering 0

525 GIFT CARD

of your choice for completing your appointment’
&% $500 OFF

a new pair of hearing aids!’
*l used to think feeling exhausted all the time was just part of normal life
after your twenties. | didn’t realize how much hearing loss | had, and how
much it was wearing me out. Go get your hearing checked.
—Steven (

Start 2023 off right: a quick exam might unlock a new you

At Hear Michigan you can count on
a personal hearing solution that includes

\/ The iates! in \/ Experts 3¢ \/ Risk-Froe \/ free Cloon
technoiogy your sefv:se ™o & Chect

Hear Michigan

A

HEAR
MICHIGAN

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan

Call and make your
appointment today!
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We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy
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on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

CALL TO SCHEDULE

FREE in-home design consultation YOUR 5 STAR REMODELER
with no obligation!
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(81 0) 294'4001 Call today for a free quote

& design consultation!
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HIGH SCHOGL BASKETBALLI

Brother Rice's Warren Marshall dribbles during a Catholic League-Central boys basketball game Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023,

at Detroit Catholic Central. BRANDON FOLS
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For Brother Rice , being one
of the best isn’t always fun

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Even if Rick Palmer wanted to lie, his
body language gives away the true an
swer anyway.

Following the Brother Rice boys bas
ketball team's 67-52 victory Thursday
night at rival Detroit Catholic Central,
the fifth-year coach was asked if he was
enjoying this.

What's this?

That's the pre-season hype the War
riors had entering this winter as the fa
vorites to win the Division 1 state cham-
pionship, despite shooting guard Henry
Garrity (ACL) suffering a season-ending
injury playing football.

That's the team celebrating national
signing day with three starters joining
Division I college teams. Curtis Wil

o PPN

##ore Sports

liams, the top-ranked recruit in Michi
gan, picked Louisville, John Blackwell
chose Wisconsin and Xavier Thomas is
headed to Toledo. No other team has
that many future D-I players

That's Blackwell, a three-star combo
guard who scored his 1,000th career
point during a non-conference game on
Jan. 3 at Rochester Hills Stoney Creek

That's the Warriors spending most of
this season as the No. 1-ranked team in
all of the important polls, from The D
Zone Top 100 to the Detroit Free Press
and the Associated Press

Game after game has provided Broth
er Rice with memories that its players
will recall for a lifetime. This is a special
team embarking on a special season. It's
why you sign up and play the sport,
right?

So are you having fun and enjoying
the ride, Coach Palmer?

Umm, ha ha, yes,” he said seconds
after clenching his teeth, letting out a
quiet groan and staring at his shoes

It makes sense why he's reluctant to
champion how great it’s been so far.

Brother Rice (9-1, 1-1) has a target on
its back. The expectations are there
Palmer did himself no favors in sched
uling one of the toughest non-confer
ence slates around. But that’s needed
if you want to be battle-tested when
the playoffs start

Plus, let's not overlook how the
Warriors play in the best league in
Michigan, That’s not debatable. A year
ago, all five teams — Brother Rice, CC,
Warren De La Salle, Detroit U-D Jesuit
and Orchard Lake St. Mary's — took
turns knocking each other out of the
No. 1spot in the rankings

See BROTHER RICE , Page 2B
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Plymouth
hockey team
bounces
back from
month-long
losing streak

Brandon Folsom
Y] etownlife comr

A DAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

One by one, players from the Ply
mouth hockey team exited the ice and
made their way to the dressing room

Captain Gavin Timberlake pretend
ed to cover his face with his gloves, let
out a goofy shriek and gave one of
those Peter Griffin-like giddy smiles.

Chris Borg started sprinting on his
skates, lifted his front toes and skid
ded about 12 feet across the rubber
floor as if he was wearing a pair of Hee-
lys until he finally crashed into t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>