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How U-M student overcameProjects

Tattoo artist accused of sexual
misconduct opens business in Livonia

62023
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For Brother Rice, being one 
of the best isn’t always fun

Alexander Boyko, a tattoo artist ac­
cused of criminal sexual conduct, has 
opened a new business in Livonia.

According to the Michigan Depart­
ment of Licensing and Regulatory Af­
fairs, Boyko, 29, registered Lee Knows 
How as a limited liability company in 
September 2022. The business recent­
ly opened at 28913 West Seven Mile
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The old Foundry Flask building in 
Northville. The city recently received 
funding to help do brownfield 
remediation at the site, which is 
expected to eventually become a 
mixed-use development.
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consultation appointment at Red An­
chor in Plymouth, where he worked at 
the time. The woman said she’d previ­
ously been tattooed by Boyko.

The tattoo artist has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. Boyko is set to ap­
pear in court again for a motion hearing 
Feb. 16. A jury trial is set to begin Aug. 21.

Boyko is currently out on bond.
The door and windows of his busi­

ness are boarded up, and it appears
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College can be a strain on the brain.
It’s even harder when you’re fighting 

a mental health battle, as aerospace en­
gineering major Ericka Mendez Velaz­
quez knows all too well.

Her liftoff at the University of Michi­
gan was shaky; she nearly crashed and 
burned, failing classes and finding her­
self on academic probation.

That was four years ago.
In just a few short months, Ericka will 

graduate with honors.
“1 want others to know you’re not 

alone and your life doesn't end with a 
mental health diagnosis; it’s just a new 
part of your life,” Ericka, 23, said. "When 
I was going through that, I felt like a fail­
ure. I redly thought I wouldn’t make it 
through. I didn’t care about graduation, 
1 just had to make it through the next 
day. A lot has changed in four years.”

The 2018 South Lyon East High 
School graduate’s troubles began her 
senior year of high school. The 
straight-A and National Honor Society 
student who already had her accep­
tance to U-M suddenly felt disinter­
ested in everything. She stopped play­
ing sports and her grades dropped to B’s 
and C’s.

Her bedroom, which she’d routinely 
kept clean, became a disaster. She 
would either sleep for very short periods 
or for whole days. She was acting out in 
class and became very emotional, even 
mean to those around her.

Ericka recalled feeling sad, but at­
tributed it to senioritis and "regular 
teenage emotions.”

Road in Livonia.
Boyko, a Livonia resident, was arrest­

ed and charged in December 2019 with 
three counts of criminal sexual conduct 
in the fourth degree. Wayne County 
prosecutors alleged he fondled a female 
client's breasts in the spring of 2015. If 
he’s convicted of the high misdemean­
ors, each charge has a maximum sen­
tence of two years in prison.

At a court hearing in late 2019, the 
woman claimed Boyko touched her in­
appropriately during an after-hours
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failing grades, depression to 
soon graduate with honors

Ericka Mendez Velazquez, a 2018 South Lyon East graduate, has climbed out of 
the depths of depression to find success at the University of Michigan.
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The cities of Westland and North­
ville are receiving about $1.5 million to 
transform some of their most blighted, 
well-known brownfields for modern 
purposes.

Westland is receiving $695,000 to 
help redevelop the former Eloise psy­
chiatric hospital, which has stayed va­
cant on Michigan Avenue, after closing 
decades ago. Northville will receive 
$800,000 to remediate the former 
Foundry Flask property, 456 E. Cady 
St., of environmental contamination 
for future development.

The grant money is coming from the 
state Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy, and those 
who see promise in the abandoned 
properties are thankful.

Westland's former psychiatric hos­
pital, 30712 Michigan Ave., was pur­
chased several years ago and its new 
owner, John Hambrick, is transform­
ing the former mental institution into a 
destination, complete with a haunted 
attraction, hotel and more.

”We sue very grateful to EGLE, the 
city of Westland and the State of Mich­
igan for this grant. It will assist us in 
the redevelopment of this challenging 
project,” Hambrick said in a news re­
lease.
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Carvana gives up Novi dealership

Business as usual’ in Michigan

Doing business out of Arizona

Publish: January 19, 2023

rs AND CONSIDER APPROVAL

SecHon 20

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175

PLAN FOR LAND USE The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land 
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land 
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where 
the land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park, Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco 
Fields This notice includes information and a map of the properties known as Bosco Fields 
The properties are located south of Eleven Mile Road and west of Taft Road (Section 20). Here 
73.87 acres would be conveyed to the City for public park purposes.
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Carvana’s sales in Michigan make up 
about 2% to 3% of the company’s total 
U.S. sales. Carvana has not released its 
total sales for last year, but in 2021 it sold

the state’s suspension. But on Oct. 20, a 
Michigan Court of Claims judge denied 
Carvana’s request for a temporary re­
straining order against the state.

The settlement not only provides 
both parties with "certainty and clarity,” 
but it avoids future legal hearings.

“This was something both parties 
could live with and move forward on 
how to operate in the state,” Olson said.

To assure customers that Carvana 
will expeditiously process the paper­
work on vehicle sales, Olson said the 
company is putting many safeguards in 
place such as new training for newly 
hired employees, assigning people to 
specifically be responsible for process­
ing all sales paperwork, and it is doing a 
“a root cause diagnosis as to why the 
deals were delayed and to be more strin­
gent of what we require of customers in 
terms of documents. All of that com­
bined makes the performance better 
and assures that no deals fall through 
the cracks and have these delays.”

Used-car megastore Carvana said 
Wednesday it is back to “business as 
usual" in Michigan, but state officials 
say not quite because the company’s 
Novi location is no longer a licensed 
dealership. But Michigan car buyers can 
make a purchase with Carvana online 
and get a car.

Carvana and the state reached a set­
tlement as part of an ongoing dispute 
over the state’s assertion that Carvana 
committed violations of the Michigan 
Vehicle Code, which Carvana admitted 
to doing.

The settlement will put an end to 
Carvana’s lawsuit against the state, Ol­
son said.

On Oct. 13, Carvana filed injunction 
motions with the Michigan Court of 
Claims asking for an immediate stop to

about 425,000 car across the nation, Ol­
son said.

Olson said the settlement doesn’t 
change much for Michigan car buyers 
who could still buy a car from Carvana 
online and have it delivered even during 
the state’s suspension due to Michigan 
law allowing e-commerce activity.

As part of the settlement, Michigan 
consumers can still buy a used vehicle 
from Carvana online and either take de­
livery of it at Carvana’s vending ma­
chine in Novi or Carvana will deliver it to 
their home. Carvana, based in Tempe, 
Arizona, told the state regulators it 
would use an Arizona selling license and 
process to conduct business in Michi­
gan. That means Michigan customers 
will get temporary plates and paper­
work from Arizona after their purchase 
They can then switch over to Michigan 
with the Secretary of State.

It is a preferred method of operating, 
Olson said, because it saves time and 
money with efficient systems that al­
ready exist in Arizona.

“We offer Arizona-based program in 
18 states so we know how to do that pa­
perwork well, so we’re happy to do this 
model,” Olson said. “It’s our baseline.”

Rollow confirmed that Michiganders 
can continue to do business with Carva­
na online but will need to retitle the ve­
hicles they buy to Michigan.

“We continue to protect Michigan­
ders by enforcing the law with car deal­
erships across the state and revoking 
the licenses of any dealer that fails to 
comply with the law,” Rollow said.

As part of the settlement, Carvana 
has also agreed to pay a $10,000 fine to 
cover the cost of the state’s investiga­
tion, the settlement document said and 
Olson confirmed.

In early October, state officials sus­
pended the license of the Carvana deal­
ership in Novi for "imminent harm to the 
public,” a claim Carvana has called 
baseless. The state said that Carvana 
LLC, owned by Paul Breaux and located 
off of Novi Road near 1-96, committed 
several violations centering on untime­
ly delivery of titles after vehicle sales. 
The alleged violations were discovered 
during an investigation by the state reg­
ulatory staff of multiple complaints 
from consumers about title problems 
with their vehicles.

On Wednesday, Carvana’s senior as­
sociate general counsel, Chris Olson, 
told the Free Press exclusively that Car­
vana agreed to voluntarily hand in its 
in state Michigan dealer license for a 
period of three years, after which it can 
apply for it again. The Michigan Depart 
ment of State confirmed the settlement 
with Carvana and provided the signed 
agreement to the Free Press.

“To save taxpayer dollars that would 
go to court fees it is standard practice for 
our department to offer plea deals to 
dealerships that violate the law and are 
likely to have their licenses revoked,” 
said Jake Rollow, chief external affairs 
officer for Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson. “In a plea deal signed with our 
department, the Carvana dealership in 
Novi agreed it had violated the law and 
to have its dealer license revoked and be 
barred from reapplying for a new license 
for three years.”

Carvana said settling the matter al­
lows both sides to move forward and for 
the company to continue to serve Michi­
gan’s car buyers, this time with new 
practices in place to assure compliance 
with Michigan law.

“1 view this as a positive. I recognize 
that we were late, we weren’t perfect 
and the state was frustrated at us.... We 
see this as a pretty small bucket of peo­
ple, but it’s important to them. And we 
have to get it right. ... Our performance 
today is really, really good so I hope this 
is closing that chapter.”
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Olson said most of Carvana’s cus­
tomers in Michigan who had any prob­
lems getting their titles or other paper­
work have had their situations resolved. 
He noted Michigan customers who 
bought from Carvana last week, for ex­
ample, all got their permanent tags and 
title transferred correctly and complet­
ed on time. The week before it was 
99.2% and for the last quarter of 2022, 
98% of Carvana sales were completed in 
a timely manner, Olson said.

Olson said if a customer still has an 
issue they can call Carvana at 1-800­
333-4554. •

“It’s business as usual for us in the 
state of Michigan,” Olson said. “Cus­
tomers can continue to buy from us and 
we’re looking forward to serving the 
state.”

Contact Jamie L. LaReau: jlareau(a> 
freepress.com. Follow her on Twitter 
@jlareauan. Read more on General Mo­
tors and sign up for our autos newslet-

Carvana used cars sit inside one of the company's vending machines in Nashville.
PROVIDED BY CARVANA

Jamie L. LaReau
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8,2023. at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 
W Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to RECEIVE COMMENTS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL 
OF PROPOSED MAP AND TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF NOVI MASTER 
PLAN FOR LAND USE. The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land 
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land 
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where the 
land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park. Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco Fields. 
This notice includes information and a map of the properties situated with Ella Mae Power 
Park. The properties are approximately 154.22 acres located south of Ten Mile Road and east 
of Taft Road (Section 27). 45.91 acres would be conveyed to the school district, and 1.74 acres 
would be conveyed to the City.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will 
hold a public hearing on February 7th, 2023, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Novi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi. MI to consider:
PZ22-0066 (ZLM services LLC) 47494 Alpine Drive, south of Ten Mile Road, west 
of Beck Road, Parcel 50-22-29-227-004 The applicant is requesting a variance from the 
City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from Section 3.1.5 for a rear yard setback of 24 feet (35 feet 
required, variance of 11 feet); for a proposed rear addition This property is zoned One-Family 
Residential (R-3)

Customers can still 
buy vehicles online

Published: January 19, 2023 
Novi Planning Commission 
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publtnh: January 19, 2023
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of the advertiser’s order.

Additional information is available for review at the Community Development Department 
in the Novi Civic Center
Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-27-100-005, 50-22-27-100-006, and 50-22-27-100-007
All interested persons are invited to attend Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and 
any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W 
Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, 
from 8:00 A M to 5:00 I’M , and must be received by 4.00 P.M., Wednesday, February 8, 
2023

Published: January 19, 2023 
Novi Planning Commission 
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish: January 19, 2023

Additional information is available for review at the Community Development Department 
in the Novi Civic Center. .
Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-20-200-011 and 50-22-20-200-022
All interested persons are invited to attend. Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and 
any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W 
Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, 
from 8:00 A M to 5:00 P.M , and must be received by 4:00 PM.. Wednesday, February 
2023
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More Eight Mile roadwork coining later this year

struction late this year or early next year.

Changes coming to Northville summer concerts

wrightbeamer.com | 248.477.6300
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, February 8, 2023. at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 
W Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to RECEIVE COMMENTS AND CONSIDER APPROVAL 
OF PROPOSED MAP AND TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF NOVI MASTER 
PLAN FOR LAND USE The proposed map and text amendment involves reclassifying land 
from Public Park to Educational Facility and vice versa in connection with a proposed land 
exchange between the City and Novi Community Schools. There are three locations where the 
land exchange is contemplated: Ella Mae Power Park, Wildlife Woods Park, and Bosco Fields 
This notice includes information and a map of the properties situated with Wildlife Woods 
Park The properties are approximately 104.22 acres located north of Eleven Mile Road and 
east of Wixom Road (Section 17). Approximately 23.59 acres would be conveyed to the school 
district.
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Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak@ 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter ^davidveselenak.

Vehicle drive along Eight Mile near Meadowbrook on the Novi/Northville Township border. The road, which 
has plenty of patches, hopes to see construction in the future, david veselenak/hometownlife com

ing of the road. That project is expected to cost roughly 
$6 million, Jackson said.

“It will be a new concrete pavement replacement," 
she said in an email statement. “This project is cur­
rently in the design phase and anticipated to start con-

downtown will return as it has since 2020 when it first 
began. Those performances, meant to create an 
atmosphere as people eat, shop and spend time down­
town, will take place Friday nights and Saturday 
nights when larger performances are not happening. 
Larger, big band shows were canceled in Northville 
during 2020 and 2021 because of the pandemic, re­
placed with the acoustic sounds on both Main and 
Center streets.

The city council recently approved a new contract 
with Wixom-based JAG Entertainment for $32,800, 
an increase from the previous year’s contract. Ward 
said the increase helps cover increased payments for 
larger bands.

“We have raised the amount that we are paying for 
the stage bands up from $1,500 to $2,000, which is 
more competitive in the area,” Ward said.

Acoustic acts will still be paid $600 a night. All 
shows will run from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

That acoustic music has been a benefit to down­
town, especially farther away from Town Square, said 
Mayor Pro-Tern Barbara Moroski-Browne.

“It really activates Center Street, having it both 
ways as well,” she said. “Actually, the sound almost 
carries better over on Center."

SUBJECT 
PROPERTY

More changes are on deck for the ambience of 
downtown Northville this summer.

The city is adding a few more concerts this year af­
ter seeing changes the past several years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It’s also changing performance 
days.

The larger band performances that took place once 
a month last summer will instead take place twice a 
month. And instead of Friday performances, these 
shows will take place on the second and fourth Sat­
urdays from June through September. They will take 
place in the Town Square downtown.

“Now that the pandemic is over — well, waning, 
hopefully over — the DDA is changing the concert se­
ries to reintroduce what we call ’stage band concerts,’ 
in Town Square,” said Lori Ward, the director of the 
Downtown Development Authority. “The stage bands 
perform just as they sound like: on our old stage, which 
has not been hosting concerts the last couple of years.

“This would formalize the use of that stage again.” 
The acoustic music performed as visitors stroll the
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Contact our office to 
schedule an 
appointment with 
Dirk Beamer 
or one of our other 
experienced attorneys.

For drivers who routinely traverse Eight Mile on the 
eastern side of Novi and Northville Township, planned 
road work cannot come soon enough.

Resurfacing took place along the road between Taft 
to just east of Novi Road last year by Wayne County 
roads crews, who oversee that stretch of the road that 
straddles Wayne and Oakland counties. But a worse 
stretch still awaits work near the busier section closer 
to Haggerty.

Tiffani Jackson, spokeswoman for Wayne County, 
said via email the county will resurface more of Eight 
Mile this year, starting west of Orchard Hill Place on 
the Novi/Northville Township border to east of Inter­
state 275, where Livonia and Farmington Hills border. 
That work will take place later during the county’s 
summer construction season and is expected to cost 
about $330,000.

Talk of work along that portion of the road began 
last year, when resurfacing was underway along a few 
miles of Eight Mile. But a patchwork of repairs remains 
between Haggerty and almost to Novi Road.

Even after upcoming work, there will remain a 
stretch of road with plenty of damage heading west 
from the Haggerty corridor. That’s a project, Wayne 
County Commissioner Terry Marecki said, that’s in the 
county’s plans for the future.

"It’s on their radar. They will be looking at it again 
next roads season. They’re definitely keeping an eye 
on it,” said Marecki, R-Livonia, who represents North­
ville and Northville Township in Wayne County. 
“That’s where it stands now.”

The county hopes to do a reconstruction project on 
the road between Haggerty and Meadowbrook in the 
future, Jackson said. The county obtained approval 
from the Federal Aid Committee in December, a step 
toward securing funding and eventually reconstruct-
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wed nesday, February 8,2023, at 7:00 PM. in the Novi Ci vic Center, 45175 W. 
Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to EARADI8E PARK JZ22-31 FOR PLANNING COMMISSION’S 
CONSIDERATION OF ZONING MAJ’ AMENDMENT 18.739, TO REZONE FROM OST 
(OFFICE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY) TO 1-1 (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL) The subject area to 
be rezoned is approximately 4.14 acres on the south end of the parcel located at 45799 Grand 
River Avenue (Parcel 22-16-451-046). The subject property is west of Taft Road and south of 
Grand River Avenue (Section 16). The site is currently used as a family entertainment venue. 
No changes to the site layout are proposed at this time
Plans are available for review by contacting the Community Development Department at the 
following email address: bmcbeth^cityofnovi.org

David Vasalanak
Hometownlife.com

David Veselenak 
Hometownlife com

Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-16-451 046
All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be 
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development 
Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business 
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A M to 5:00 PM . and must be received by 4:00 P.M 
Wednesday, February 8, 2023

Published: January 19, 2023 
Novi Planning Commission 
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish. January 19/202.3

Additional information is available for review at the Community Development Department 
in the Novi Civic Center.
Subject Parcel IDs: 50-22-17-300-016, 50-22-17-300-017
All interested persons are invited to attend Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing and 
any written comments may be made to the Community Development Department, 45175 W. 
Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru Friday, 
from 8:00 A M. to 5:00 PM , and must be received by 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, February 8, 
2023
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Farmington Hills ‘hockey doc’ 
pleads not guilty to CSC charges

“There’s a certain tipping point with 
the number of cases and the number of 
charges," Judge James Brady said. “I 
think the bonds are appropriately set ."

Levran is scheduled to appear at the 
47th District Court again at 9 a.m. Feb. 
28 for a preliminary exam. His next 
court date in Bloomfield Hills is Feb. 9,
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Greek Islands Eatery at 306 S. Main 
Street in Downtown Plymouth will 
close for good Monday, Jan. 16.
LAURA COLVIN/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

The doctor is 
being held at the 
Oakland County 
Jail, and his 
bond is over $2.5 
million. Lavigne 
suggested the 
$500,000 added 
to the bond

clients can only schedule an appoint­
ment by contacting @leeknowshow on 
Instagram.

According to his bond, Boyko cannot 
work on female clients without supervi­
sion. The Wayne County Prosecutor’s 
Office told Hometown Life the county is 
exploring whether the Livonia business 
is a violation of Boyko’s bond.

Hometown Life was unable to con­
tact Boyko. His attorney, Vassal John­
son, did not return a request for com­
ment.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at st ankersle<s>homet ownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Defendant Alexander Boyko, left, sits with defense attorney Vassal Johnson in 
the 35th District courtroom of Judge Michael Gerou during his preliminary 
exam. He is accused of criminal sexual conduct in the fourth degree for a 2015 
assault, john heider/hometownlife com

Shelby Tankersley 
Hometownlife.com

A Farmington Hills doctor accused of 
molesting youth hockey players claims 
he’s not guilty.

Dr. Zvi Levran, 66, is charged with 
sexual misconduct accusations first 
brought forward in October 2022. He’s 
been charged in the last two months 
with second-degree sexual misconduct, 
multiple counts of third-degree sexual 
misconduct and multiple counts of 
fourth-degree sexual misconduct in 
connection with multiple accusers.

Levran is named as the defendant in 
10 cases at the 47th District Court in Far­
mington Hills and two cases at the 48th 
District Court in Bloomfield Hills. He 
was arraigned Wednesday morning on 
multiple charges in Farmington Hills.

“He disputes the charges,” Joe La­
vigne, Levran’s attorney, said. “He’s not 
guilty in each of those cases, and we’re

which will be a probable cause confer­
ence.

He has a urology practice in West 
Bloomfield and has provided medical 
services to youth and school hockey 
organizations in Minnesota and in Far­
mington, Novi and other Michigan 
communities for about 20 years. The 
first alleged survivor to come forward 
was a 19-year-old man.

The doctor is accused of abusing 
patients at his home office. All of his 
accusers are connected to youth hock­
ey programs.

People are encouraged to call the 
Farmington Hills Police phone number 
set up for tips about Levran, 248-871­
2610. According to the department, 
calls have poured in since the hotline 
was established last month.

Get the latest headlines for metro 
Detroit every morning in your mailbox 
by signing up for our daily briefings 
newsletter.

sta nkersle^hometownlife. com

SPRING 
REPLACEMENT

GARAGE DOOR 
TONE UP SPECIAL 

$5999
ANY NEW 

GARAGE DOOR

5 REASONS TO REPLACE
I. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3 WeatherA critter protection
4. Upgraded curb appeal
5. Increase home value

After 10 years serving up breakfast, 
burgers, salads, sandwiches and more, 
Greek Islands Eatery in downtown 
Plymouth was slated to close Jan. 16.

Jimmy Merdani, one of the eatery's 
owners, said a new restaurant will 
open in the same space later this year.

“We’re still deciding what the new 
concept will be,” Merdani said. “We’ll 
be giving the city something better. We 
appreciate the support we’ve had from 
(our loyal customers) ever since we 
opened and we’re even more excited to 
see them again in the future."

Once the restaurant closes, all fur­
nishings and other equipment will be 
auctioned, he said. The new restau­
rant will feature a full remodel of the 
space.

The restaurant enjoys a prime loca­
tion at 306 S. Main St. in downtown 
Plymouth.

Plymouth Downtown Development 
Authority Director Sam Plymale said 
Greek Islands is known in the area as a 
family favorite.

“I know a lot of people will be sad to 
see it go," he said. “But I think it’s im­
portant for downtowns like ours to 
evolve and change, especially when it 
comes to restaurants. Anytime we 
have a new restaurant down hare, it’s 
rather exciting."

FREE in-home design consultation 
with no obligation!

Dr. Zvi Levran of 
Farmington Hills 
with attorney Joe 
Lavigne in January 
2023.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/ 
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

’Offer valid on residential base metallation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding sbuters and special orders. 
Minimum purchase of $750 requited excluding sales tax. shipping and handling Not valid with any other offer or discount 
Offer Code CEPC Expires 1/31/2023 State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses Arizona 321056 California 
1005986 Connecticut HIC 0644950 New Jersey 13VH09390200 Oregon 209181 Pennsylvania PA 107656 Tennessee 
10020 Washington 3DAYBDB842KS County Licenses Nassau County, NYH01073101 Rockland County, NY H-12401 -34­
00-00 Licensed through Great Windows Services. LLC Virginia 2705172678 West Virginia WV061238 Various City Licenses 
Available Upon Request C 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC.

Owners will replace 
Plymouth’s Greek 
Islands with 
‘something better’

REPLACE AN 
EXISTING OPENER

installed. It looks beautiful - gives our house 
nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and 

is insulated so the garage stays warmer. I highly 
recommend them"

- Donna N - Detroit, Ml

FINANCING AVAILABLE
* Subnet to audit jppmst tKtrictnns apply call tor Mails

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

SCAN TQ 
SCHEDULE SERVICE

TGAMGtDOOR^
E'

SERVICING ALL OF METRO DETROIT

248-864-5559

FREE Installation 
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware



This event will include a brief marketing presentation.

TRAVELERS

Get an inside look at the Jersey Shore’s 
premier senior living community. Be our 
guest for an upcoming open house.

Call 1-800-649-4351 for upcoming dates 
and reserve your spot!

Alaska Discovery 
Land & Cruise
Featuring a 7-Night Holland America Cruise

Travel August 9-20,2023
12 Days • 26 Meals

TOUR a variety of stylish floor plans 

EXPERIENCE our vibrant campus. 

LEARN about everyday life here. 

ENJOY a delicious meal—on us!
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Tour Highlights:
Fairbanks • Juneau • Inside Passage • 

Music of Denali Dinner Theater • 
Sternwheeler Discovery • Denali 

National Park • Skagway • Tundra 
Wilderness Tour • Luxury Domed Rail • 
Anchorage • Hubbard Glacier • Glacier 

Bay • Ketchikan

Seabrook
BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING

For more information, please contact 
Village Travelers at 248*960-6505 or visit 

gateway.gocol lette.com/l i nk/l094381
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Student
Continued from Page 1A

Soaring to new heights

Funding
Continued from Page 1A

Reducing stigma, 
opening communication

THE OPEN w
AREA OF THE INNER C 
SQUARE WILL BE A 
LARGER TUAN THE ACTU-’ 
AL FIGURE. WAKE TWO 
5TRAIGUT CUTS TO SOLVE

9 Salivating 
specialist

10 Portion of

The haunted attraction opened in 
2021 inside the Kay Beard building, the 
main structure still standing on the 
property. It’s also home to Alice Cooper 
Court, a thoroughfare renamed for the 
rocker during an event where Cooper 
appeared in 2021.

The former Foundry Flask property 
in Northville is set to become a mixed -

35 City in Germany
38 Thrown out for 

cheating, for 
short

39 Invention 
honored with 
a 2003 Nobel 
Prize

44 Patronize

CONVERT THIS FIGURE 
INTO A SNAPE WHOSE 
PERIMETER IS A 4
SQUARE AND AT 1
THE SAME TIME 1
REVEAL A SQUARE 
WITHIN ITS INTERIOR.

48 Robitussin 
recommender of 
commercials

49 Elevated 
fortress

50 Bears up
52 General in 

2015 s 
top-grossing film 
worldwide

53 Voltage/time 
readouts

54 Latter-day 
twerp

56 New stock issue
58 Olivia, Emma, 

Charlotte, 
Amelia,__ ,... 
(for 2021)

59 Very dark

DOWN
1 They help you 

get a grip around 
greens

2 Strike that 
moves the 
needle

3 Echoes
4 Fall off
5 Gather somehow
6 Porcine 

plunderer's pop
7 Golda Meir 

received the 
first one (1952)

8 Add-on for 
VCRs

Sheep 
Sown 
Sunny 
Thunderstorms 
Tobacco 
Wheat

Nananqo 
Nobby 
Notice 
Oakey 
Ram 
Rich

Alton 
Boonah
Bull
Bunya

Mountains
Calves 
Cattle 
Cereals 
Coal
Cooby Dam 
Cotton
Crops 
Dairies

57 Learners of trade 
secrets?

60 Ground force
61 "That’s water 

under the bridge 
now”

62 About 91 yards 
of a football field

63 Call on
64 Flat surfaces
65 Royal film role

for Welles

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: GOLD

11 What jeeps were 
first made for

12 Job from the 
Latin for 
“walker"

13 Its held by 
Tuscan banks

16 Recently past
23 Powers of 

influence
24 Power 

portmanteau
25 Couleurdu

Mental health has become less stig­
matized, but more individuals are expe­
riencing stress and anxiety for a variety 
of reasons, including external pressures 
such as social media or intensified ex­
pectations to excel academically or in a 
career, Farrehi said. Adding to the in­
crease in those with mental health 
struggles in recent years is the pandem­
ic, “a global traumatic event that we all 
experienced and are still experiencing ”

"One of the things I’ve seen over the 
years, when a student is struggling, they 
may hide it or be afraid to reach out,” she 
said. “College is a big transition, and, 
with transitions, there are struggles and 
there is help available.”

The open communication was criti-
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A mother’s love and 
a college support system

ACROSS
1 Scan widely
5 Hedgehog's 

abundance
11 FDR’s bridge 

builder
14 Confines
15 Member of West 

Point’s “class 
the stars tell on'

17 Stored, with “up’ 
or “by"

18 KQED or WNYC
19 Bit of 

crowdfunding?
20 Vastness
21 Thick-skinned 

one
22 Jigsaw cutter
23 Vanning 

number?
26 His last book 

was Suspect

high school through graduation from 
college. Somewhere along the way, life 
will interfere somehow, a parent will get 
sick, even if you don’t have your own 
health issues ... We can help, but if the 
hole gets too deep, it’s hard to dig out."

U-M’s Consultation Assistance and 
Resources in Engineering (C.A.R.E.) 
Center provided crucial assistance to 
Ericka as well. Director Angie Farrehi 
said her office is just one of many re­
sources on campus; U-M also has coun­
seling and psychological services to 
provide support.

"We have seen an increase in stu­
dents struggling with mental health 
concerns,” Farrehi said, adding that the 
effects of many mental health condi­
tions more often emerge in adolescence 
and young adulthood, which may make 
the transition to college even more diffi­
cult.

TODAY’S 
ANSWER

cal to Ericka laying the foundation for 
success and a comeback.

She took a break from U-M and en­
rolled in a few classes at Schoolcraft, 
earning good grades in the summer of 
2019 and taking advantage of a good 
transfer policy between the schools.

When she returned to U-M in the fall, 
she hit another low — with her overall 
GPA falling to 1.7. She was placed on aca­
demic probation.

The coronavirus pandemic turned 
out to be a blessing for Ericka. After 
spring break, all classes were moved on­
line. She moved home and passed all her 
classes at both U-M and Washtenaw 
Community College, where she was 
dual-enrolled. It was her first time pass­
ing all her classes since she had with­
drawn in her second semester.

Toward the end of 2020, Ericka and 
her doctors had finally found the correct 
mix of medications to treat her mental 
health condition. While finding the cor­
rect dosage wasn’t easy or something 
she thought was necessary, Ericka now 
realizes it was critical to her treatment. 
Her GPA for just the fall 2020 semester 
was over 3.4.

However, because her overall GPA 
had fallen so low, she now faced new 
challenge — securing the internships 
that are crucial for an aerospace engi­
neering major.

Ericka applied for roughly 250 in­
ternships in the fall of 2020, but she felt 
her resume was likely being thrown 
away. ’

So she removed her GPA, 2.4 overall, 
from her resume and applied to Tesla.

The week before Thanksgiving in

2020, she received a congratulatory 
email on her acceptance for an intern­
ship with the automotive company.

Ericka worked on Tesla’s San Fran­
cisco field test and compliance team, 
doing destructive testing on solar roofs 
among other tasks, from January to Au­
gust 2021. It was her first time being 
away from home and remembers calling 
her mom crying, doubting her ability to 
continue the internship.

She ended up loving the experience.
More internships far from home fol­

lowed — with Rolls-Royce (aerospace) 
in Indiana in the summer of 2022 and 
then Gulfstream Aerospace in Georgia 
this past fall.

Next up is Blue Origin, an aerospace 
company based in Kent, Washington, 
this summer.

But first, she is looking forward to 
graduating with honors this spring. An 
overall grade-point average of 3.233 also 
makes her eligible for the master’s de­
gree program at U-M, which she’ll start 
this fall.

At one point in the depths of her de­
pression, Ericka thought only of making 
it through the next day. She never imag­
ined being where she is now.

"I think having support around me 
was one of the biggest things," Ericka 
said. “I want others to know, you’re not 
alone... If you’re struggling, ask for help. 
It’s not easy or a walk in the park.... It’s a 
lot of work to find out who you truly are.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley^>hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow heron Twitter (a>Susan- 
BromleylO. ■

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

use development on property that’s also 
been vacant for years. Environmental 
remediation will include excavation and 
disposal of impacted soils, as well as in­
stallation of barrier systems to prevent 
exposure to any residual contamina­
tion.

The grant isn’t the only benefit the 
project is receiving from the state. The 
project is also receiving $730,000 in 
brownfield tax increment financing for 
environmental costs not covered under 
the grant. According to the assessment 
data, soil and groundwater were likely

CREATORS SYNDICATE 0 2023 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDSOAOL.COM 1/14/23

The city of Westland was awarded 
nearly $700,000 to help redevelop the 
former Eloise psychiatric hospital.
JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

27 “The Mozart of 
Electricity"

30 Position in 
baseball, golf, 
or tennis

31 It’s built into 
some Ray-Bans

32 Music Icons 
stamp honoree 
(2022)

34 Long-running 
contests

contaminated by the site’s historic in­
dustrial operations. Developer 456 Cady 
LLC is the owner of the property.

The project has been in the works for 
years, beginning with approval from the 
city’s Historic District Commission 
back in 2021.

Get the latest headlines for metro De 
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak<a>hometownlife.com or 734 
678 6728. Twitter: ^>davidveselenak.

Her parents, Lorena Velazquez and 
Victor Mendez, knew differently, espe­
cially her mother, who forced Ericka to 
see a therapist in May 2018.

Ericka gives credits to her parents, 
who come from a Mexican culture in 
which, Ericka said, "mental health 
doesn’t really exist.”

“If you say you’re depressed, the idea 
is, 'No you’re not, you just need to go for 
a walk and cheer up,” Ericka explained.

From her now first-hand perspective, 
Ericka said “depression isn’t just feeling 
sad. It’s swimming underwater and you 
can’t get out.”

But Ericka kept swimming.
She started at U-M in the fall of 2018, 

keeping her head above water and earn­
ing average grades.

In her second semester, she began to 
sink again.

When she was failing multiple class­
es, she dropped out using a retroactive 
withdrawal. It was at this time that she 
again reached out for help— to her aca­
demic advisor and college support ser­
vices.

Ken Powell, an undergraduate advi­
sor for aerospace engineering at U-M, 
said there are processes in place to help 
struggling students, but they need to 
reach out sooner rather than later

“A fairly large percentage of students 
have a semester where something hap­
pens,” he said. "Very few people go 
through a careful delineated path from

28 Cover nickname 
on 13 People 
issues 
(1975-1991)

29 Light 
entertainment

33 City in Cather’s 
O Pioneers!

34 Tree in the 
etymology of “fig"

36 Enterprise 
metaphor

37 Buck passer’s 
dismissal

40 Obstacle to a 
degree

41 One’s besties
42 Golf Channel 

cofounder’s 
nickname

43 Informal meeting, 
these days

45 OED chiefs
46 Jockey’s 

burden
47 Seasons for a 

barbecue
51 First-born 

member of the 
NJ Music Hall of 
Fame

52 Monkey’s cousin
55 Gluten free_  

flour
56 High regard

FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right Find the 
listed words in the grid They may 
run in any direction out always in a 
straight fine Some letters are used 
more than once Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
28 letters left over They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle 
••uMraitanwofdgamM com au
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Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio

HEAR

20% OFF

Competitive Pricing & Discounts. 
20% oft all jobs.

Cali and make your 
appointment today!

*l used to think feeling exhausted all the time was just part of normal life 
after your twenties. I didn't realize how much hearing loss I had, and how 
much it was wearing me out Go get your hearing checked.* 
—Steven C.

Hear Michigan 
Hear Michigan formerly 

Advanced Hearing 
Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview. Ml 4X193Ask us about our senior 

citizen & military discounts

Watch the 
transformation as we 
liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we 
return and safely place 
your items back.

Hear Michigan 
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., # I, 
St. Claire Shores 

Ml 48082

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you're completely satisfied

Matt Knio has been selling baked 
goods at the Farmington Farmers Mar­
ket for years. Now, he's preparing to cre­
ate a more permanent presence down­
town for his patisserie, Cannelle.

Knio recently purchased the former 
Kickst ART building at 33304 Grand Rive 
Ave. and plans to start renovating the 
space this month. Knio said he'll likely 
open in April or May.

"I love Farmington," he said. "I love 
the people and I love the farmers mar­
ket. The community over there is beau­
tiful, and I’ll love to be part of it."

Cannelle has locations in Birming­
ham, Ann Arbor and Detroit along with 
a commercial kitchen in Warren. Knio 
said he thinks Farmington is an up-and- 
coming community, and he wants to be 
part of it flourishing.

"I’ve been going to the farmers mar­
ket for years now," he said. "In the last 
couple years, I’ve gotten really interest­
ed in the city. I can see the city is getting

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road.
Livonia, Ml 48154
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Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

Cannelle patisserie to 
open new location in 
downtown Farmington

We Move
Let us take care of the 
back breaking work of 
moving your contents! 
Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you 
covered.

going and getting better. I want to be 
part of it."

While the menus at each Cannelle are 
the same, every shop has a unique 
atmosphere. Farmington's shop will in­
clude, according to Knio, a "beautiful" 
outdoor patio. He also plans to keep his 
spot at the farmers market, which runs 
spring through fall at Riley Park.

Even for fans of his market stand, 
Knio said the brick and mortar store will 
offer something new. One of his per­
sonal favorite menu items is the pista­
chio croissant.

"Usually at the farmers market, we 
just sell baked goods," he said. "But Can­
nelle isn’t just about baked goods. We 
have pastries, breakfast sandwiches 
and chocolates."

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk

Cannelle has been a staple of the Farmington Farmers Market for years. Now, the 
bakery plans to open a permanent home along the downtown strip.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

HEAR 
MICHIGAN 
CENTERS

We Store
We place your contents in 
an on-aite locked storage 
unit so you can rest 
assured your things are 
dry and safe

We Floor
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FREEGUTTERS

LOCATIONS

Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full credit 
taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by 18 monthly payments of $41.67 
for each $1,000 financed. If transaction is later, the 18 monthly payments could be as high as $55.56 Financing 
for GreenSkyl consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS 
# 1416362 Free floor upgrade on initial visit only. See estimator for details. Expires: 1/31/2023 J

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

JOIN US FOR OUR SPECIAL 
NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION EVENT

From Jan. 1st - 31st we're offering a

*25 GIFT CARD 
of your choice for completing your appointment

GatorGuard

Garages

Metallic Finish

Basements

BOOK NOW

FREE ESTIMATES

248-657-7136

Call Today for your FREE estimate!

At Heat Michigan you can count on 
a personal heo'ing solution that includes

Happy
New Hear!

The best 
solution for

The New Year s promise you 
can keep: get your hearing 
exam Don t let hearing loss 
get in the way ot your sleep, 
fitness, or relationships.



Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!

Discount is applied to the n

©2022 Empire Today, LLCEmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

(810) 294-4001

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!

>ttM may vary. Dollar and 
to a minimum pin chase

our initial vb>! and must be Included in the contract to be adeemed 
ffen may not be combined Expires 2 28 23

'Offer valid on 3 Day Bbnds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders Buy 1 qualifying window covering and 
receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% offl Offer excludes installation, sales tax. shipping 
and handling Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount Offer Code BGXB Expires 1/31/2023 
State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses Arizona 321056 California 1005986 Connecticut HIC 0644950 New 
Jersey 13VH09390200 Oregon 209181 Pennsylvania PA107656 Tennessee 10020 Washington 3DAYBDB842KS County 
licenses Nassau County, NY HO1073101 Rockland County. NY H-12401-34-00-00 Licensed through Great Windows 
Services. LLC Virginia 2705172678 West Virginia WV061238 Various City Licenses Available Upon Request O 2022 3 Day 
Blinds LLC.

hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when

Tarmt A C nndlt>onr Matrix Home Solutions reserves the right to cancel or mo 
Rnanc.ng rate* & offers me available to qualified buyers with approved credit

FREE in-home design consultation 
with no obligation!

YOUR 5 STAR REMODELER 
FOR MICHIGAN
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Luxurious & Cost Effective • Customized Based 
on Your Needs • Bath Installations in Just 

One Day • Expert Shower Design & Installation

you pay for installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior 
purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 01/22/23. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA. MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at

call 888-330-0634
or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper

Call today for a free quote 
& design consultation! 

(920) 718-5360

3DAYBLINDS
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

NEW BATHEMPREODA
We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

sea.

AFTER

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Wafk-fn Bath & 
Shower Systems

UGLY BATH?
REMODEL AND REFRESH TODAY!

50% OFF LABOR
PLUS NO INTEREST + NO PAYMENTS 

FOR 12 MONTHS

*2023
INSTANT REBATE

Save Big on Carpet, Hardwood 
Vinyl, and Laminate!

313-241-9145
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USA TODAY SPORTS

SPORTS
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

one,
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Observer of Eccentricre Sports

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brother Rice’s Warren Marshall dribbles during a Catholic League-Central boys basketball game Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023 
at Detroit Catholic Central, brandon folsom/hometownlifecom

One by one, players from the Ply­
mouth hockey team exited the ice and 
made their way to the dressing room.

Captain Gavin Timberlake pretend­
ed to cover his face with his gloves, let 
out a goofy shriek and gave one of 
those Peter Griffin-like giddy smiles.

Chris Borg started sprinting on his 
skates, lifted his front toes and skid­
ded about 12 feet across the rubber 
floor as if he was wearing a pair of Hee­
lys until he finally crashed into two 
teammates, who were also eager to 
celebrate.

“Umm, ha ha, yes,” he said seconds 
after clenching his teeth, letting out a 
quiet groan and staring at his shoes.

It makes sense why he's reluctant to 
champion how great it’s been so far.

Brother Rice (9-1,1-1) has a target on 
its back. The expectations are there. 
Palmer did himself no favors in sched­
uling one of the toughest non-confer- 
ence slates around. But that’s needed 
if you want to be battle-tested when 
the playoffs start.

Plus, let’s not overlook how the 
Warriors play in the best league in 
Michigan. That’s not debatable. A year 
ago, all five teams — Brother Rice, CC, 
Warren De La Salle, Detroit U-D Jesuit 
and Orchard Lake St. Mary's — took 
turns knocking each other out of the 
No. 1 spot in the rankings.

Plymouth’s 7-1 victory over Far­
mington United on Jan. 11 finally 
brought an end to a brutal four-game 
losing streak that started just before 
the holiday break.

After beating a solid Cranbrook 
squad in the M1HL/KLAA Showcase 
on Dec. 10 at Eddie Edgar, the Wildcats 
(5-7) endured a month-long gauntlet 
during which they lost to three of the 
best teams in Michigan. That includes 
league losses to third-ranked Livonia 
Stevenson and No. 9 Salem, another 
loss to Alpena, which is No. 2 in Divi­
sion 2, and a tough defeat to Sault Ste. 
Marie during a trip to the Upper Penin­
sula.

“It feels good to finally win 
boys,” one Wildcat shouted.

"Yeah,” another responded, 
been a month!”

It’s true.

For Brother Rice, being one 
of the best isn’t always fun

Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, January 19, 2023 1 ib <nnnr)

Hams, the top-ranked recruit in Michi­
gan, picked Louisville, John Blackwell 
chose Wisconsin and Xavier Thomas is 
headed to Toledo. No other team has 
that many future D-I players.

That’s Blackwell, a three-star combo 
guard who scored his 1,000th career 
point during a non-conference game on 
Jan. 3 at Rochester Hills Stoney Creek.

That’s the Warriors spending most of 
this season as the No. 1-ranked team in 
all of the important polls, from The D 
Zone Top 100 to the Detroit Free Press 
and the Associated Press.

Game after game has provided Broth­
er Rice with memories that its players 
will recall for a lifetime. This is a special 
team embarking on a special season. It’s 
why you sign up and play the sport, 
right?

So are you having fun and enjoying 
the ride, Coach Palmer?

Gary Morris is an old-school girls 
basketball coach.

Not just because he’s been doing 
this since 1992 (which includes him 
leading Farmington Hills Mercy since 
2005).

But because of his approach to giv­
ing players a chance to prove them­
selves.

Take guard Fran DeNardo, for ex­
ample.

There was no doubt she was going 
to be one of his captains this winter. 
Throughout her career, she's been a 
consummate leader. And that’s been 
true through the first eight games of 
her senior year.

But is she one of his best players? 
That’s debatable. The Marlins are not 
short on talent, from the freshmen and 
JV teams up to the varsity, and there 
could be younger players who are more 
worthy of being a starter over her.

But that’s where Morris’ old-school

Even if Rick Palmer wanted to lie, his 
body language gives away the true an­
swer anyway.

Following the Brother Rice boys bas­
ketball team’s 67-52 victory Thursday 
night at rival Detroit Catholic Central, 
the fifth-year coach was asked if he was 
enjoying this.

What's this?
That's the pre-season hype the War­

riors had entering this winter as the fa­
vorites to win the Division 1 state cham­
pionship, despite shooting guard Henry 
Garrity (ACL) suffering a season-ending 
injury playing football.

That’s the team celebrating national 
signing day with three starters joining 
Division I college teams. Curtis Wil-

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

Fran DeNardo 
proving to be one of 
undefeated Marlins' 
hardest workers

Plymouth 
hockey team 
bounces 
back from 
month-long 
losing streak

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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scouting and hours in the gym. Palmer 
said earlier this season that some prac­
tices have been tougher than their actu­
al games. Which makes sense. The boys 
are loaded, even without Garrity. Their 
fourth-best player is guard Warren Mar­
shall, whose only flaw is the fact he’s 
just a junior in a lineup with talented 
seniors. But, barring injuries, there's no 
doubt he’ll be Palmer’s next D-l player.

But how are the players feeling dur­
ing this campaign?

“At the end of the day, it can be stress­
ful, and that comes with basketball,” 
said Blackwell, who scored 14 points vs. 
the Shamrocks. “But I always tell Curt, X 
and (Ryan) Frohock, like 1 told them yes­
terday, ‘This is our senior year. You’ve 
got to enjoy it because us three, when 
we go onto the next level, it’s a business 
at that point, so it's not going to be all 
fun and games sometimes.’ I just told 
them to enjoy your senior year because 
you’re going to miss it when you go to 
college.”

Realistically, with DLS upsetting 
Brother Rice to kickoff CHSL play last 
week, the Warriors can afford just one 
more league loss, or else its dreams of 
winning the Central are likely over.

But that’s the cost of being atop the 
mountain. Palmer’s boys are going to 
get everyone’s best each night. It’s never 
going to be easy, but, after the final 
buzzer, it should at least be fun, right?

“Are we having fun? Yeah," Palmer 
said. “We’re making progress."

Brother Rice's John Blackwell scores down low during a Catholic League-Central 
boys basketball game Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, at Detroit Catholic Central.
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Brother Rice coach Rick Palmer watches his team during a Catholic 
League-Central boys basketball game Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, at Detroit 
Catholic Central, photos by brandon folsom/hometownlifecom

But, more importantly, Morris said it 
was her defensive effort that ensured 
the Marlins the comeback victory on the 
road. And that’s what got her nominated 
for Hometown Life’s Athlete of the 
Week this past week.

“It was really exciting, especially 
since they’re such a really good team, so 
I just had to make sure I had a good men­
tal outlook the whole day," DeNardo 
said. “My teammates really helped me 
relax, and we had a really fun bus ride. 
We make sure everyone is cool, we 
shake off the nerves and we make sure 
we all work together. My teammates

really help me a lot, for sure.”
Which is important because DeNar­

do admitted she started the season wor­
ried about losing her starting role to a 
younger player. But her teammates have 
been there every step of the way to make 
sure she stays focused on performing 
her role.

As far as those fun bus rides? DeNar­
do said the Marlins like to sing the whole 
trip. Their favorite tune to sing along to 
right now is "Pump It Up” by Endor.

"Recently, I’ve just had a different 
outlook (since Morris gave me the ulti­
matum),” DeNardo added. “(It lurked in 
my head) a little bit at the beginning of 
the season, for sure. But then I just had 
to put that aside, continue to work hard, 
put my head down and keep going. Our 
FGR game, it gave me a lot of confi­
dence. I’ve just been building off of that. 
I’ve been putting in a lot of hard work in 
practice. My teammates have really 
helped me build my confidence, so it’s 
been going well.

“I just know that I’ve put in a lot of 
hard work since the summer. Just like 
throughout these last couple of games, 
I’ve just been telling myself to not think 
about everyone else. He (Morris) told 
me he wants me to start, but if someone 
beats me out, they’re going to get that 
spot. I’ve just had to relax, play my game 
and not worry about everyone else.”

The gauntlet will continue for the 
Marlins, who have still yet to play divi­
sion opponents Warren Regina and 
Dearborn Divine Child. It might be 
tough for them to finish the CHSL-Cen- 
tral undefeated, but they should be 
looked at as the favorite to repeat as di­
visional champions and enter the con­
ference tournament as the top seed.

DeNardo likely won’t be leading the 
stat sheet in any of these upcoming 
games, but she’s proved she deserves to 
be in the lineup alongside Albanese, 
White, Smiley and Emily Walker. Her 
lockdown defense and heady play as a 
passer have proven Morris’ old-school 
approach of giving his senior captain a 
shot at starting was all worth it.

“I’m big on giving seniors a chance, 
and I think she has worked hard,” Morris 
said. "From the end of our season last 
year until now, she’s worked very hard. I 
just said to her that you’ve got to earn a 
shot to be our starting two (guard), and 
she took that to heart.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom 
brandonj.

ways come in.
He saw how much DeNardo has 

worked to improve her game. Dating 
back to last year’s Division 1 district 
championship run, she's done as much 
as possible to work her way into the 
starting lineup.

She received private instruction from 
Get Skillz Basketball in Livonia and she 
played for Legacy’s AAU program.

So when the season started, Morris 
made her an ultimatum: Show me your 
hard work has paid off or come off the 
bench as one of the rational players.

DeNardo hasn’t given him a reason to 
doubt her yet.

“I told her at the beginning of the sea­
son, "You’re going to start. I’m going to 
give you a shot, but just know that other 
people are going to be coming after you 
and want to get your minutes,’” Morris 
said. "And she has certainly responded. 
She’s just a different player now that 
she’s a senior. And she’s worked so 
hard.”

DeNardo, who’s just 5-foot-3, has 
proven to be invaluable for the Marlins, 
who moved to 8-0 overall and 2-0 in the 
Catholic League-Central following their 
66-24 victory on Jan. 10 over rival 
Bloomfield Hills Marian.

She’s the team’s shooting guard, but 
if point guard Lauren Smiley gets into 
foul trouble or needs a break, she slides 
over and fills that role for Smiley. She’s a 
strong ballhandler with plenty of Confi­
dence to pass and dribble around the 
perimeter, so the Marlins’ go-to scorers, 
small forward Aizlyn Albanese and 
power forward Maya White, don’t miss a 
beat with DeNardo at the point.

But, more importantly, she’s a stand­
out defender. Morris said he puts De­
Nardo on each opponent’s best perim­
eter player because he knows she can 
get the job done. And that was certainly 
the case against the Mustangs. Molly 
McLeod is one of the better point guards 
in the CHSL, and DeNardo did not take it 
easy on McLeod, who had to work to get 
passes into Marian’s scorers. McLeod 
finished with nine points but had just 
five by the time DeNardo was subbed 
out for backups and watched the final 13 
minutes, 51 seconds from the bench.

“Fran, the entire season, has been 
our lockdown defender," Morris said. 
"We’ve put her on the other team’s best

perimeter player, whether that be a L 2 
or 3, and she’s done a great job. She 
makes it really tough for them to move 
and get open. She did it again tonight 
against Molly.”

Coincidently, DeNardo's effort 
against McLeod came just one game af­
ter she had what she described as the 
best game of her career. She scored just 
seven points during a 46-33 win over 
Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard, argu­
ably one of the top teams in Michigan, 
regardless of division. But all seven of 
those points were needed as White sat 
out most of the first half in foul trouble.

CC was arguably the “worst” team in 
the Catholic League-Central — and 
make sure you notice the emphasis on 
the word “worst” — and it beat Brother 
Rice twice.

U-D Jesuit, which Brother Rice beat, 
won the league but was upset by Ham­
tramck in the regional opener.

St. Mary’s, who had arguably the best 
player in the league in Western Michi­
gan signee JaVaughn Hannah, beat DLS 
twice in the regular season but lost to 
the Pilots in the state quarterfinals.

DLS won only three league games, 
lost to CC in the CHSL tournament 
semifinals and went on to win the state 
championship.

You can't make this stuff up.
So it’s easy to see why Palmer looks 

exhausted just 10 games into the sea­
son.

No lead is safe. No win is guaranteed.
“It’s a grind, it’s a grind,” he said. “It’s 

exhausting. I was here Tuesday night 
(for CC’s game against U-D Jesuit). The 
bye game is my favorite day in the 
league because I get to sit back and 
watch two teams lose and have no 
stress. It’s stressful, but our guys are 
coming together. We’re trying to enjoy 
the process.”

That process includes lots of film,

Farmington Hills Mercy's Fran DeNardo dribbles to the hoop during a Catholic 
League-Central girls basketball game Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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and it kept going in."
Klask hit two 3-pointers in the fourth 

quarter to cut Brighton’s lead to four 
points, but the Bulldogs were able to 
counter with points of their own after
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each basket.
Hicks helped the Highlanders chip 

into the lead further, scoring six points 
in the final 3:52 of the fourth quarter. He 
drove to the basket and scored with 14.5

seconds left to cut the Bulldogs’ lead to 
50-49.

Tomassi was quickly fouled and hit 
both free throws. Howell moved the ball 
down the floor and got the game-tying 
3-pointer.

The only points in overtime came on 
Klask’s go-ahead jumper and a free 
throw by Hicks with 11 seconds remain­
ing. Tomassi missed a 3-pointer from 
the top of the key and Klask grabbed the 
rebound to seal the victory.

“Throughout the past couple weeks, 
throughout the whole season, the whole 
thing we’ve been talking about is just 
sticking with the game plan,” said Lep- 
pek, who finished with a team-high 15 
points. “In life, in practice, in games, 
there’s gonna be adversity coming our 
way. So, the whole thing we’re talking 
about is sticking with that game plan, 
sticking on that path and eventually 
we’ll come through.”

Brighton entered the game with a six- 
game winning streak and a 7-1 record. 
All seven of the Bulldogs’ victories were 
by double figures.

It looked like the Bulldogs were on 
their way to another lopsided victory 
when they jumped out to a 16-4 lead, but 
the Highlanders didn’t allow the game to 
slip beyond their grasp.

“It’s the first moment we’ve been in 
with a lot of pressure against Howell, 
No. L and No. 2 just that kind of game,” 
Brighton coach Mike Griest said. “We’ll 
learn from it and we’ll get better from it, 
staff to players. I’m confident we’ll get 
better.

“Coaches sometimes will say it’s 
good to have a loss. I don't believe in 
that. I think wins are wins, and you 
want those. This will definitely be a 
learning experience. It’s hard to simu­
late things in practice. This was not 
practice and Howell executed better 
than we did.”

Hicks finished with 14 points for 
Howell (4-3), which has won both of its 
overtime games this season.

Tomassi had 17 points, four assists 
and four steals for Brighton. Ben Ander­
son scored 12 of his 13 points in the first 
half and finished with 12 rebounds for 
the Bulldogs.

The play worked to perfection, re­
gardless of whether it was the intended 
plan. Leppek took a pass from Hicks 
and drained a 3-pointer with four sec­
onds remaining to force overtime.

In the extra period, John Klask hit the 
only basket to give Howell its first lead 
of the game in a 55-52 victory over 
Brighton.

“Leppek just set that down pick for 
me,” Klask said. “I just came off it and 
was open and hit a shot.”

The shot with 2:49 left in overtime 
capped a career-high 14-point perfor­
mance for Klask, who came in averaging 
4.6 points this season after playing 
sparingly as a junior.

“I couldn’t be happier for that guy,” 
Howell coach Nick Simon said. “That 
guy needs that as much as anybody on 
this team. He has had a bunch of ups 
and downs in his year-and-a-half on 
varsity. He’s put in a ton of work. We see 
that stuff in practice all the time. I’m just 
so happy for him to be able to show it in a 
game like this.”

Klask scored 10 points in the fourth 
quarter and overtime to spark Howell’s 
rally from a 12-point deficit midway 
through the third. His previous career 
high was seven points.

“I think I got my confidence up in the 
first half,” Klask said. “I just was feeling 
it in the second half, so I kept shooting it

BRIGHTON - With Ashton Tomassi 
on the free throw line, about to give 
Brighton a three-point lead with 13.6 
seconds left in the fourth quarter on 
Jan. 11, Howell guard Jaylen Hicks tried 
getting the attention of teammate Logan 
Leppek.

Leppek was perched close to the bas­
ket along the key, while Hicks was in the 
backcourt. Hicks didn’t’ want to blurt 
out the plan for the upcoming posses­
sion to tip off the Bulldogs, so Leppek 
had to do his best to read lips.

“I was at the free-throw line getting 
ready to box out,” Leppek said. “Then 
Jaylen came up to me and started 
mouthing what I thought was 'pick and 
pop.’ So, 1 was 50-50 on it that that’s 
what I was supposed to do. We just ran 
with it and got a good look and just shot
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The senior had an opportunity to se­
cure the hat trick late in the third. As he 
was attacking the net, though, instead 
of firing a shot at Farmington goalie 
Landon Wiesner, he slid a pass across 
the crease to Wingrove, who blasted in a 
wide-open goal on the backside.

Yeah, Borg’s had hat tricks before, so 
it wouldn’t have been earth-shattering 
had he recorded another one. But to 
pass one up to help a buddy have a bet­
ter scoring opportunity, that’s what you 
want to see if you’re Dallas.

“My teammates have been setting me 
up for a lot of nice plays, and we’ve been 
moving the puck well for me to bury 
them," said Borg, who leads the team 
with 12 points (seven goals, five assists).

•With coupon 
Cannot be combined 

with other offer*

•With coupon 
Cannot be combined 

with other offer*

“1 saw Winny wide open backdoor, and I 
thought, ‘Why not give it to him?’ He had 
a wide-open net. It was an easy play 
there instead of me just trying to stuff it 
home.”

The win should be the shot in the arm 
the Wildcats have needed as they close 
out the regular season, especially with a 
handful of tough matchups coming up. 
That includes KLAA crossover games 
against Northville, Novi and defending 
state champion Hartland as well as a 
Black matchup with Livonia Churchill.

There was plenty of self-reflecting on 
the bus trip down 1-75 following that 
loss to the Sault. So it wasn’t a surprise 
to see all the celebrating en route to the 
dressing room after Plymouth took care

In fact, that loss to the Sault was an 
eye-opener. Plymouth gave up four 
goals in the opening period and was es­
sentially handed the loss just 17 minutes 
into the game.

Knowing the playoffs are right 
around the comer, first-year coach Bri­
an Dallas sent a message to his players: 
We need to clean it up and finish this 
game with some pride. We need to build 
some momentum with under a dozen 
games remaining before the regionals 
are here.

And that’s just what happened in the 
final two periods last weekend at Big 
Bear Arena.

“Our schedule was a real grind, and I 
think we kind of ran out of gas up north, 
riding the bus and playing very physical 
and skilled teams," Dallas said. “We just 
didn’t play very well, quite frankly. It’s 
good to get back home and get back on 
our game a little bit. My message to 
them up north was: We're better, and ev­
erybody needs to give more.

“We played the last two periods 2-1 
against them. We gave up four in the 
first. The game was over essentially af­
ter the first because they have a good, 
solid goaltender (Michael Bontrager) 
and play a good, solid system. The idea 
at that point was let’s try to win the sec­
ond period. Let’s try to win the third pe­
riod. Let’s build some momentum for to­
night, and I think we did that coming 
into tonight.”

It hasn’t been a total rebuild for Dal­
las, who took over the Wildcats after 
Dearborn Unified disbanded last-off­
season. The team had a solid foundation 
to build on when he got on the bench at 
Plymouth Cultural Center and Ice Are­
na, and fans got a glimpse of that 
against Farmington, another squad that 
is enduring a rebuild.

The Wildcats set the tone in the first 
period by outshooting Farmington, 19-3.

They broke with their special teams, 
scoring on one of their four attempts on 
the power play (Caden Wingrove) and 
also added a shorthanded goal (James 
Darty).

But, more importantly, they showed 
just how selfless they can be.

Borg, an alternate captain, broke 
open a 2-1 game by scoring back-to- 
back insurance goals.

Restrictions apply 13 Seer air conditioner 
Equipment discount only. No cash value 

Does not include install kit or coil.

of Farmington.
But who knows? Perhaps that loss in 

the U.P. was just what the boys needed 
to inspire them to turn around their sea­
son.

“It’s been tough,” Borg added. “The 
bus ride home, it was a struggle. We 
came into tonight and really responded. 
We played hard. We put up a couple in 
the third, and we liked how we respon­
ded. We’ve just got to keep it going. Keep 
the momentum up. Keep the energy 
high. We did a good job of that today. 
Hopefully, we can keep that up Friday 
and continue that for the rest of the sea­
son.”

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(atfolsombrandonj.

Plymouth’s Chris Borg scores during a hockey game against Farmington United on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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and-a-half or so, I thought we played 
really well."

The Eagles broke it open with three 
goals in the third.

Henry knocked in the rebound of a 
shot by Kastamo at 2:32 before Pietila 
scored the final two goals at 9:27 on the 
power play and 13:44 while shorthand-
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gether. Hartland-Howell, it’s just fun 
and they’re important. Last year was 
part of the motivation for today, sure.”

Ben Pouliot had four assists and Col­
in Babcock made 17 saves to earn the 
shutout. The Eagles put 35 shots on net.

The teams could meet again in the re­
gional tournament, hosted by Hartland 
now that the Eagles are in Division 1.

“They’re a good hockey team and 
they're playing like a good team, and 
we're almost there,” Johnson said. "You 
challenge the guys in the room and say, 
'Guys, listen, are you better than them? 
Yeah, we’re better than them. OK, well, 
then you’ve got to go out there and play 
like that.’ We just can’t put together 
three complete periods. The point in 
time where we do that, then we’re going 
to be tough to deal with.”

Over 4,000 done since 2009 • Superior Quality 
& Durability • Energy Efficient Systems • Mold & 
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Hartland had its revenge, beating 
Howell for the 14th time in the teams’ 
past 16 meetings.

“Guys that were there last year and 
coaching staff that was there, that stuff 
sticks with you,” Gadwa said. "You’re in 
a rivalry game. The best part about high 
school sports are the rivalries. Whether 
one team is up, another one is down, 
they’re both even, they’re both jugger­
nauts, it doesn’t matter when you get to-

Call your authorized LeafGuard® location 
today for a FREE estimate and in-home 

demonstration.

HOWELL — For 51 minutes of fiercely 
intense hockey, Hartland and Howell 
didn’t look like two teams who would be 
hugging it out, sharing laughs and pos­
ing together for pictures after the game.

But that’s the nature of the Battle of 
M-59, really any rivalry in Livingston 
County.

These battles are waged with a slight­
ly nasty edge, as the great sport of hock­
ey was intended to be played, but the 
animosity subsides the moment the fi­
nal horn sounds.

“If you’re defining hockey, that 
should be part of the definition," Har­
tland coach Rick Gadwa said following 
the Eagles’ 5-0 victory over Howell on 
Jan. 11 at 140 Ice Den.

“There’s an old-school, unwritten 
rule you beat the crap out of each other 
on the ice and you shake hands and go 
hang out after. I like that. I think that’s 
just good respect for the game and each 
other. They’re gonna battle in that rink 
and then they’re going to shake hands 
after.”

Players on both teams were team­
mates at some point playing youth 
hockey at Kensington Valley Ice House 
or the Ice Den. There are inevitably fam­
ily ties involving the numerous Finnish 
players who populate a significant por­
tion of the Hartland, Howell and Brigh­
ton rosters.

All-state Hartland defenseman Bra­
den Pietila, who scored two third-period 
goals, is cousins with freshman Howell 
forward Chad Pietila.

“It’s the battle of M-59, as they say,” 
Braden Pietila said. "We know a lot of 
the guys, so there’s always some friend­
ly competition there, just chirping back 
and forth, so it’s good to beat them.”

That familiarity comes with a down­
side for whoever is on the losing end in a 
rivalry game, as many of the Eagles have 
experienced for the past year. Last sea­
son, Howell won 2-1 in overtime at Har­

tland to end a seven-game losing streak 
in the rivalry.

The Highlanders took full advantage 
of the bragging rights they earned.

"It’s been nonstop for about the past 
year or so,” Braden Pietila said. "So, it’s 
good to get them back, for sure.”

Hartland (10-3), which is ranked No. 
5 in Division L took a while to finally put 
away an unranked Howell team that has 
a 3-8 record.

Sophomore Ian Kastamo went to the 
net to knock in a pass from Lucas Henry 
at the 5:00 mark of the first period, but 
that was the game’s only goal until the 
later stages of the second.

Jack L’Esperance, Hartland’s other 
all-state defenseman, snapped a shot 
from the right circle past goalie Alex 
Herter on the power play at 10:40 of the 
second.

“We didn’t get a whole lot of offensive 
shots, opportunities,” Howell coach 
Rocky Johnson said. “We didn’t really 
test their guy at all. I thought we were in 
it. I thought we were playing hard. It was 
good. The first couple periods, period-

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Hartland defenseman Braden Pietila scored two third-period goals in a 5-0 
victory over Howell on Wednesday.

Howell’s Dominic Giordano (23) and 
Hartland’s LJ Sabala (19) race for the 
puck on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023 at 
140 Ice Den. photos by
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY
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Stevenson named Hartland football coach

Obituaries
Sandra “Sandy” Kaye Di Ponio

Copeland

Stevenson will have more opportuni­
ties to make great memories leading the 
Hartland football program after being 
named the Eagles’ head coach on Jan.
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“The first year I didn’t have football in 
my life was when I went away to col­
lege,” Stevenson said. “It was a really 
weird feeling not being on the football 
field. That year, I knew 1 had to figure out 
how to get back on the football field 
fast.”

Just two years removed from high 
school, Stevenson became the defen­
sive coordinatoi for Hartland’s fresh­
man team. It was a low-demand job that 
allowed him to still focus on his studies.

Matt Copeland felt the time was 
right to take on the added responsi­
bility of being a head football coach, 
but he wasn’t exactly shopping 
around for gigs.

"(Fowlerville) is really the only 
place I would do it,” said Copeland, 
who has been named the Gladiators’ 
new football coach. "I was bom and 
raised here. I’ve been a Gladiator my 
whole life.”

It doesn’t get any more purple and 
gold in Fowlerville than the Copeland 
name, which has produced five gen­
erations of graduates from the high 
school.

Copeland is a 1994 Fowlerville 
grad who has worked alongside his 
father and brother during a 22-year 
coaching career at his alma mater. He 
has taught in the school district for 23 
years and has a daughter who is a 
senior this year.

“The job opened up kind of at the 
perfect time," Copeland said. "My 
youngest daughter is graduating in 
June, so I’ll have a little bit more time 
on my hands. I thought I’d give It a 
shot. I’ve had the pleasure of working 
with coach (Jack) Wallace, coach 
(Bret) Shrader and coach (Jon) 
Fletcher, so I’m excited to help keep 
the program moving forward."

Copeland has coached in the foot­
ball program in various capacities,

The job became open in mid-Novem- 
ber when Savage stepped down after 11 
seasons because he planned to retire as 
a teacher on Dec. 3L Under an act that 
went into effect in July, anyone who re­
tires from a public school in Michigan 
can’t receive a salary working in a 
school for nine months.

Over the next two months, Athletic 
Director JD Wheeler received 20 appli­
cations for the job. He screened 10 can­
didates by phone, had initial interviews 
with six along with Principal Kate Greg­
ory and followed up with three finalists.

There were a lot of nervous moments 
over those two months for Stevenson, a 
2007 Hartland graduate who has been 
coaching in some capacity in the foot­
ball program since his sophomore year 
at the University of Michigan.

“It’s the only job I’ve ever wanted in 
my life, growing up here for a long time 
and playing youth football here and 
playing high school football here," Ste­
venson said. "It’s the only place I’ve ever 
coached.

“For the last couple months, it’s been 
a long process, and I’m very grateful for 
the opportunity to have gone through 
the process. I always thought this is 
what was going to happen, but it was 
very rewarding to have to earn the op­
portunity. Speaking with JD over the 
last couple months, he said, *You defi­
nitely earned it. We never had a doubt in 
you. We just had to carry out the proc­
ess.' That's very gratifying."

While there is value in the continuity 
of hiring a coach from within the pro­
gram, Wheeler wasn’t looking to main 
tain the status quo.

everything at some point in some way,” 
Fowlerville athletic director Brian Os­
born said. “I think that's so important 
for him and for our kids and other 
coaches on the staff, because now they 
know who’s there and know he’s going 
to support them, whether at a wrestling 
meet or basketball game in the winter. 
When he’s not at a track meet, he’ll pop 
over to softball and baseball kids. He 
bleeds purple and loves Fowlerville.”

The job opened up when Fletcher re­
signed in November after six seasons 
leading the Gladiators. Copeland was 
one of 15 candidates and four finalists.

"Some people are gonna look at it and 
think maybe we could have gone out­
side of the district,” Osborn said. “The 
big thing in interviews looking at people 
outside the district is it confirmed we 
have great coaches here. We were able 
to interview multiple people on our 
staff.

"I think it’s important we’re now hit­
ting the ground running. They know 
him, they have respect for him. It’s going 
to help us in the long run in terms of get­
ting winter workouts together, trying to 
get kids to stay involved with multiple 
sports and compete.”

most recently as a defen­
sive assistant coach. He 
is an assistant track and 
field coach and was the 
softball coach when Fow­
lerville reached the re­
gional final for the only 
time in 2014.

"He’s been in almost

HIGHLAND - Sandra “Sandy” Kaye Di Ponio, 
of Highland, Ml, passed away surrounded by her 
family on January 7,2023, at 75 years of age. Sandy 
was born on February 18,1947 in Pontiac, MI, the 
eldest of three girls.

Sandy grew up in Clarkston and graduated from 
Clarkston High in 1965. After time at Central Mich­
igan, she worked at Pontiac Motor Division in the

defensive line at Hartland and was rec­
ognized this past season as one of the 
state’s assistant coaches of the year by 
the Michigan High School Football 
Coaches Association.

Now that he’s the head coach, Ste­
venson said he will have to allocate the 
primary defensive responsibilities to 
someone else.

“I don’t think I can put the time in 1 
have been on one side of the ball, specif­
ically,” he said. “I want to be more in­
volved with the offense and special 
teams and the game plan and with our 
lower levels and with our students in 
their academic pursuits. The defense 
will be in good hands with everybody we 
have on our staff.

“The majority of guys on the staff still 
want to be on the staff I think roles will 
change a little bit. I also have a handful 
of guys who reached out in this process 
who want to come on board and add 
their value to our program. It’s exciting, 
because I’ve had some pretty high-level 
coaches, guys who have coached 
around the state of Michigan, who want 
to come to Hartland now.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan- 
nett.com. Twitter: (S>BillKhan.

After graduating from Michigan, Ste­
venson worked with the junior varsity 
team, the first two years as defensive 
coordinator and the next two as head 
coach. He joined the varsity as defen­
sive coordinator in 2016.

Defense has been the Eagles’ 
strength the past two seasons. Hartland 
has allowed only 13.6 points per game 
during that time. The 2021 team had 
shutouts in four of its first eight games 
before games against state champion 
Belleville and a triple-overtime playoff 
loss to Howell skewed the defensive av­
erages negatively the final two weeks.

“I’ve taken pride in helping shape 
that side of the ball with the players and 
the coaches,” Stevenson said. "We’ve 
done something very special together, 
trying to include all of our players and all 
of our coaches in the entire program. 
I’ve been able to coach that side of the 
ball with my dad and having some of my 
best friends on that coaching staff. It’s 
incredible. I love the opportunity to 
build the defense, which a lot of people 
would recognize is top-notch and has 
given our team every chance to win big 
games.”

Stevenson’s father, Bob, coaches the

If Thomas Stevenson had only one 
opportunity to be Hartland’s head foot­
ball coach, it was one he would always 
savor.

Stevenson, Hartland’s defensive co­
ordinator since 2016, was pressed into 
duty as the head coach when Brian Sav­
age had a case of COVID during the 
week of the Eagles’ regular-season 
game against Howell in 202L

The Eagles knocked off a 5-0 Howell 
team that night, 29-7, a victory that ulti­
mately allowed Hartland to play in the 
KLAA championship game against 
Belleville.

“I always said, ‘Hey, 1 had my shot 
against Howell, the ultimate rival in my 
life,’" Stevenson said. “That’s always the 
team 1 looked at since I was a little kid 
that this is the team we need to beat. It 
was a very special day for my family and 
our program, something I’ll never for-

New Hartland head football coach Thomas Stevenson (arms raised) has been the Eagles' defensive coordinator since 2016
COURTESY

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

“I was hoping to hear his new ideas 
and his vision for the program," Wheeler 
said. "If Thomas would have come in 
and said, ‘We’re just going to keep the 
train rolling in exactly the same direc­
tion,’ I would have been disappointed. I 
wanted to hear his ideas and unique vi­
sion for what Hartland football could be 
throughout the interview process. 
That’s what impressed me the most.”

Stevenson knew early on he wanted 
to be a football coach.

He was a two-time second-team all­
Livingston County defensive lineman 
for Hartland in 2005 and 2006. During 
the fall of his freshman year at Michi­
gan, there was a tremendous void in his

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

«»HI< c I"! ■ year s. leaving there to start a family SBF®
with Ik i soulmate Mario Alter she raised her two

HiMk ii I >a\id \ < >ma. she attended < Oakland I m A-
versity and studied elementary education, gradu­
ating in 1990. From there, she obtained her dream job as a teacher at Muir 
Middle School for many years until she retired in 2011, once being nomi­
nated for teacher of the year. She enjoyed helping her students prepare for 
life success and looked forward to-her students returning and sharing their 
life updates along the way. •

Sandy had a gift for making family holidays magical, most specifically 
Christmas, of which brought out a child-like wonder and joy that filled the 
room and the hearts of those around her.

Her greatest joy was her family and friends, and she blessed all of them 
with her kind and humorous spirit. Nothing gave her greater joy than 
spending time with her husband and children. She will be greatly missed.

Beloved wife of Marino Di Ponio for 52 years, Sandy is also the loving 
mother of David (Annette) Di Ponio and Gina (Dale) Lawrence. Dear sister 
of Cindy (Glen) Riley. She is also survived by her sisters-in-law, Maria (the 
late Giuseppe) Di Ponio, and Connie (Joseph) Marker, and her brothers- 
in-law, Rosino (Gladys) Di Ponio, Benedetto (JoAnne) Di Ponio, and Jacob 
(Diane) Di Ponio. She is also survived by many dear nieces, nephews, great 
nieces, great nephews, extended family members, and close friends.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Charles and Betty Smalley, her 
sister, Susan (Jack) Howey, and her father and mother-in-law, Gaetano and 
Giuseppa Di Ponio.

Visitation was at Lynch & Sons Funeral Home. Mass was at Church of 
the Holy Spirit with interment at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

New Fowlerville coach
Copeland ‘bleeds purple’
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Chelsea boys coach turns heads and wins a bunch

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church

about it. I’ve been friends with Joey 
since fifth grade, when we played AAU 
together. I’d been around their family for 
a while and I knew she’d be a good fit for

“We came out with a lot of energy,’’ 
Wellman said. “Our defense did a really 
nice job on them. They’ve got some real­
ly good players. Even though Molly 
Deurloo had 21, we were pleased we held 
(Sophie) Daugard to under 10, and the 
same with (Gabby) Piepho. Those two 
girls can really score for them. It really 
started with our defense, and we moved 
the ball around. We found girls who 
were open and finished ”

Now he has a woman running the 
boys team.

“There really isn’t a lot of precedent 
for it, but in the same sense, I think if

Brighton’s Mary Coppie (3) and Makena Smith celebrate a 57-41 victory over
Howell on Tuesday, dan zeppa/for the livingston daily

‘the WM' - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church
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’ Sunday ©10am. 248-553-7170 
‘ www.hope-lutheran-church.com

Rev Thomas Scherger

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

HOWELL — Back on Dec.17, Brigh­
ton’s girls basketball team was in unfa­
miliar territory, trying to pick up the 
pieces after its first 0-3 start in 12 years.

Granted, those losses were to three 
teams with a combined record of 21-3, 
but the Bulldogs aren’t accustomed to 
losing games in bunches.

But more than three weeks later, 
Brighton is back in a familiar position, 
contending for a KLAA West champion-
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shots. She hit a couple deep 3s. When 
she hits a couple good 3s, she feels com­
fortable and gets in that groove.”

Howell had won three games in a row 
after losing its division opener at Har­
tland on Dec. 22. Now the Highlanders 
(7-3 overall) are tied for fifth place in the 
West with a 1-2 division record.

“At this point. I’m not too worried 
about what’s going on with the division 
race,” said Howell coach Tim Olszewski, 
whose team shared the West title with 
Hartland last season. “I’m gonna focus 
on what we’ve got to do to get better for 
Friday and realize we need to take this, 
not just one game at a time, but one 
practice at a time. We can’t afford our­
selves the luxury of having a lackluster 
practice. We’ve got to keep them en­
gaged, we’ve got to keep them battling. 
We’ve got to focus on the game at hand, 
and the chips will fall where they will.”

Liv Lutz had six points, Julia Viau 
five points and Makena Smith eight re­
bounds for Brighton. Molly Deurloo had 
21 points and seven rebounds for How-

building with a college coach, I’d go and 
watch and take a notebook and write ev­
erything down — you’ve got to be a stu­
dent of the game,” she said. "It kind of 
evolved, found things that worked for 
me and tweaked them. I never tried to 
reinvent the wheel.”

But she did reinvent the Chelsea of­
fense. The Bulldogs now play at a much 
faster pace, and the players love it.

“It’s just the way she coaches,” said 
her son. "She plays ‘free ball.’ Our other 
coach, Josh, is a great coach, but he was 
more like having a bunch of offenses. I 
think we play a lot better when we don’t 
run through a system.”

Of all that she has brought to the pro­
gram, Cabana is most proud of the 
team’s new approach to defense.

"I’m a defense-first coach,” she said. 
“What we’ve changed most is the defen­
sive aspect of it. It’s been a gradual kind 
of development as we go and they’re 
getting it. We’re not doing anything spe­
cial, it’s just different. We’re changing 
that muscle memory, kind of, and they 
are given a lot more freedom on of­
fense.”

The Bulldogs’ most impressive vic­
tory during their four-game winning 
streak was a decisive 57-41 triumph Jan. 
10 at Howell.

“We changed our mindset after that 
third loss in a row,” first-year Brighton 
coach Bob Wellman said. "We came to­
gether in that practice before that next 
week and said we’re going to reset and 
forget about that start and get the mind­
set we’re 0-0. We started playing better 
team basketball and having better prac­
tices.”

Senior Mary Coppie led the charge for 
Brighton, scoring 26 points and grab­
bing eight rebounds.

“She started off a little tight,” Well­
man said. “She missed some buckets, 
but then sort of got into a groove. It 
started by her creating some shots for 
her teammates. That then created some 
open looks for her, and she hit some

name.
Clearly, this must have been a failure 

to communicate.
“No,” the announcer said, "1 need the 

head coach’s name.”
Finally Cabana said: “1 am the head 

coach."
By then, the announcer was baffled. 

"Really?” he asked.
Yes, really
Cabana, 46, is the first-year head 

coach of the Chelsea boys basketball 
team, replacing Josh Tropea, who re­
signed last spring.

But she is anything but a rookie head 
coach. For the previous six years she 
was the highly successful coach of the 
nearby Grass Lake girls team, which she 
led to the 2021 Division 3 state champi­
onship.

Very few women have coached varsi­
ty boys basketball teams in Michigan. 
Among them are Brenda Gatlin, who 
was the Hall of Fame girls basketball 
coach at Detroit Cass Tech and coached 
the Cass boys team for a season and 
beat a Detroit Northern team that fea­
tured three Division I players, including 
Derrick Coleman. Deb Norman also 
coached the boys at Allen Park Cabrini, 
and the late Keisha Brown coached the 
Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart boys team 
while her husband, Damon’, still coach­
es the Sacred Heart girls team.

It is anything but common to see a 
woman calling the shots for a boys 
team.

“It’s different,” Cabana said. “It does 
catch some people off-guard. I think it’s 
humorous. Once they find out, they’re 
very receptive to it.” .

No one is more receptive than the 
Chelsea players.

Many of them already knew her, but 
not necessarily as Grass Lake’s girls 
coach. They knew her as Joey Cabana’s 
mother Joey is the junior point guard 
and is averaging around 24 points a 
game.

“We weren't sure who was going to 
take it, and Joey said he thought his 
mom would be a perfect fit,” junior Jake 
Stephens said. “We all were feeding into 
it, and I think we helped her get the job. 
When I heard she got it, I was happy

So far, so good. The Bulldogs, ranked 
No. 5 in Division 2, are 8-0 entering Fri­
day’s game at Dexter. It took about five 
seconds for Cabana, whose nephew, 
Cole, earned all-state football honors at 
Dexter and signed with Michigan, to 
convince the Chelsea players she knew 
exactly how to coach this team.

She spent the summer installing her 
offense and leading the team in summer 
league games.

“I remember against (Ann Arbor) 
Skyline in particular, the game was get­
ting a little heated up,” Stephens said. 
“We were down big at the beginning, she 
called a timeout and brought us all to­
gether and we ended up winning by 
double digits. That’s when I realized she 
has what it takes to move over to the 
men’s side of the high school world."

Although urged to by her husband, 
Chris, and their four children, Cabana 
didn’t immediately jump at the oppor­
tunity to throw her hat into the ring for 
the job.

“My husband kind of said it jokingly 
a little bit,” she said. “I really had zero in­
tentions of leaving Grass Lake — ever, 
for that matter. But when this opened 
up, it took two weeks and a few phone 
calls from a couple of different people 
and finally, I decided to apply for it.”

Athletic director Brad Bush, who 
soon will be leaving the district to be­
come an assistant director of the Michi­
gan High School Athletic Association, 
had an unusually good pool of candi­
dates for the job.

“There was a thorough process and 
the longer we got into it, the more it be­
came clear,” he said. “She had coaching 
experience, she was well-respected by 
her peers. It was obvious our kids, who 
were involved in the process, very much 
respected her as a coach. She just rose to 
the top.”

The fact that she would be one of the 
few women to coach a boys team in the 
state was never a factor in Cabana get­
ting the job.

“The people that matter the most in 
this — the kids — it was clear to me from 
the beginning they didn’t care at all if it 
was a man or a woman,” Bush said. 
"They just wanted the best coach "

A few years ago, Bush hired former 
NFL tight end Tony Scheffler to coach 
the Chelsea girls basketball team and he 
has the Bulldogs rated No. 3 in Division

It was minutes before Chelsea’s boys 
basketball game at the Roundball Clas­
sic in Ferndale when the public address 
announcer asked whom he assumed 
was the Chelsea official scorer for the 
name of the head coach.

The person wrote down: Andrea Ca­
bana.

With a puzzled look on his face asked: 
“His name is Andrea?"

“No,” she responded, “that’s my
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you can coach, you can coach," Bush 
said. “Tony has done a great job with our 
girls as a man, and she’s done a great job 
as our boys coach as a woman."

Ironically, Cabana did not grow up 
wanting to be the next Sheryl Swoopes 
or Rebecca Lobo. She wanted to be the 
next Mary Lou Retton.

“I loved gymnastics,” she said. "At a 
very young age, I was drawn to it. I com­
peted at a high level in USA Gymnastics 
and trained in Lansing and we were in 
the gym five days a week.”

Eventually basketball became her 
passion, and the fact that Parma West­
ern had a gymnastics program allowed 
her to compete in both sports in high 
school.

Cabana began coaching when her el­
dest child, Gracie, now 23, was in the 
third grade and kept with it when Abrie, 
now a sophomore on the Grand Valley 
State team, began playing.

Because she was never an elite play­
er, Cabana had her father serve as her 
first assistant coach and moved on from 
there.

“Any time any of my kids were in a

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Community 
Worship

To be included here call Jabril Bryant at
(513) 796-7028 or 

email JBryant@localiq.com

http://www.hsnx-fwt
http://www.hope-luttteran-church.cofn
mailto:JBryant@localiq.com


Classifieds
Professional Real EstateTransportation

GET COOKING WITH
best deal for you great place to live.all your needs.

THE EMPLOYMENT
CLASSIFIEDS!

Careers

Assorted new beginnings.

all kinds of things.
YOUr

JPICE UP YOUR CAREER
PUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS TO WORK FOR YOU!

CLASSIFIEDS!

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1Minimum puchase of foulMinimum purchase of four

Promo Code: 364with
'Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

734-335-8036 Hanger

LEAFHOME

A FREE ESTIMATE

Buy 1 window or door, 
get 1 window or door

Advanced HAW- 1$ for talvaga/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734 223 5541

results. 
Advertise

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Quality House Cleaning. IS I years 
experience Reliable. Dependable

DAR ROOFING 
Call Don: 517-376-2064

RENEWAL 
byANDERSEN

Find your 
new job 

HERE!

Minimum purchase of four Interest accrues from the purchase 
date but is waned if paid in fun within 12 months

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY

I Classifieds Phone 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email dfpclas*ednps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: htwlegalsehometownlffe.com

Generous portions of 
regional listings 

A blend of employers and 
employment agencies

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

New or Existing 
Gutters

MHJTMT 
m m

FWH

Window & Door Sales Event!

Wanted Older Motorcycles Used 
ATV's , Snowmobiles. Running C 
Non. (248)567 9157

Beautiful Woodland Lake house, 
(Brighton) 3 bd , 2 bath with 2 stall 
garage. boathouse, large deck $2950 
a month call or text Jim 
773 251 5010 _______ ___________

Whether you're looking for 
a job in the food industry 
or another field, we've got 
the recipe for success!

8B I THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2023 I OSE MEDIA (nnnr*

DETAILS Of OFFER Offer expires 1/28/2023 Not valid with other offers or prior purchases Buy one (11 window or entry/patio door, 
get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off. and 12 months $0 down. 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four 
(4| or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2023 and 1/28/2023 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than 
or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door m the order Additional $250 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) 
required taken after initial discounttsl when you purchase by 1/28/2023 Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum 
purchase required Sub|ect to credit approval Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally insured federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age race, color religion, national origin, gender 
or familial status Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price Available at participating locations and offer 
applies throughout the service area See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details License number available upon request 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U S. 
Environmental Protection Agency ’Renewal by Andersen’ and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective 
owners ©2023 Andersen Corporation All rights reserved ©2023 Lpad Surge LLC All rights reserved

$250 
OFF 

your entire purchase'

Use Happy Jack® Seal N 
Heal® on dogs, cats & horses 
to close wounds with a bitter 

taste Allow healing At 
Tractor Supply & better Farm & 
Garden Stores (Distributed by 

Florida Hardware 
(800)241-6542)

OBSERVER (X I 
iometownlife.com

.CCENTRIC 
MEDIA 
A GANNETT COMPANY

Caregiver looking Io do Private Duty 
work. Brighton/Howell. 810 986-0657

leading consume* reporting agency conducted a IS month outdoor teat erf gutter guard* in 2010 and recognized I eefFHlef at the '41 rated 
proMtionally imHaMed gutter guard system in America ’ For those who qualify Ona coupon per houaehoM No obHgabo«i estimate valid lor 1 year ”Mu«t 
present at time of estimate See Representative lor full warranty details Manufactured in Plainwell Michigan and processed at I MT Mercer Group in Ohio 
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°HUlE
*•«/<

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever1 LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debns-blocking 

gutter protecbon Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase 10% Senior &
Military Discounts Call 

1-866-495-1709

% OFF
SENIORS & MILITARY 
ON TOP OF THE 15%!

% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

1-800-579-7355 
www.hometownlife.com

Casco Products Corporation seeks a 
Sr Software Design Engineer to work 
in Novi, Michigan to participate in 
software development for new and 
existing products. Must have a 
Bachelor's Degree (or foreign 
equivalent) In Computer 
Science, Electrical Engineering, 
Electronics Engineering, or related 
field Must have eight (8) years of 
verifiable work experience 
involving each of the following: 
E mbedded software design and 
implementation; C;
Micro controllers; and Electrical 
circuits, transducers, sensors, data 
acquisition, and laboratory 
equipment Must hove three (3) years 
of verifiable work experience 
involving each of the following: 
Design and development of Electronic 
Control Units (ECU); CAN 
communication; and CMMI or 
ASP ICE 40 hours per week Must 
apply online at 
https.//www career.coscoauto.com/ 
and include reference job vacancy 

code NOVIJAN2023

$0 0 0%
down monthly interest 

payments

Service Wheels Rentals

Homes-RentAutos Wanted

Roofing & Siding

Senior Home Care

Items Engineering & IT

Wanted to Buy

MISCELLANEOUS

SPORTING GOODS

Leaf ^Filter

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER

until 2024!

Schedule your Free Window and Door Diagnosis before January 28!

USA

734

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer 8 Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an orror In or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

GUTTER 
PROTECTION

INSTALLS ON NEW 
8, EXISTING GUTTERS

We’re keeping the New Year’s celebration going! Take 
advantage of this sales event before January 28!

Cleaning & Maid 
Services

http://www.career.coscoouto.conV

