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planned at the Novi school, 27225 Wix­
om Road. Estimated to cost severed mil­
lion dollars, the project will expand the 
campus’ building footprint north of its 
current layout and could begin in ear­
nest as early as this year.

“The goal has been we’re able to start 
this year or next year,” said Jake Mar- 
mul, the director of admissions and 
public relations for the all-boys Catholic

South Lyon East could 
3-peat as LVC champions
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high school. "The goal is that that would 
be coming soon."

Football, soccer and lacrosse players 
could compete on the new fields, which 
also would include track and field fea­
tures, such as discus and shotput fields. 
Plans also include a small concession/ 
hospitality building. The last piece

New athletic fields, parking garage 
planned at Detroit Catholic Central

PROTECT - PRESERVE 
- EXTEND

The first major addition to Detroit 
Catholic Central High School’s athletic 
fields since the school relocated to No­
vi could come in the near future.

A new set of athletic fields, as well 
as a 700-space parking garage, are

Susan Bromley 
Hometownlife.com

A proposed public safety pathway 
in Milford that would have traversed 
multiple private properties was shot 
down in short order at a well-attended 
Jem. 18 township board meeting.

The pathway rejection also led to a 
temporary scuttling of a 5-year parks 
and recreation master plan that may 
eliminate any possibility of a 2023 De­
partment of Natural Resources grant 
application considering a looming Feb. 
1 deadline.

The proposed 10-foot-wide, shared 
use asphalt path along the east side of 
Milford Road would have extended 
more than a mile from Maple Road to 
Huron River Parkway It was proposed 
by the Parks and Recreation Commis­
sion, but drew an outcry over privacy, 
liability and environmental concerns 
even prior to the board meeting.

Numerous residents, among them 
Joe Robach, had made their displea­
sure with the master plan known in 
letters and emails. Robach restated his 
opposition during public comment 
that concluded with the master plan’s 
proposals for more pathways near 
homes being sent back to administra­
tors for more review.

“I am opposed to the parks and rec­
reation master plan to the extent it in­
cludes trails on private property,” Ro­
bach said, explaining that he pur­
chased his property to preserve a nat­
ural setting. “The liability is 
immeasurable... Please stop this trail 
on Milford Road. We don’t want it on 
private properties.”

Immediately after Robach’s com­
ments, Trustee Bill Mazzara attempted 
to stem a possible tidal wave of similar 
objections by citizens in attendance by 
nipping the plan in the bud.

“The whole idea of the pathway is it 
would offer transport,” Mazzara said 
simply. “We wanted to find out if there 
was support. Obviously, there is no 
support. It doesn’t make sense to move 
forward because we aren’t going to get 
a grant and if we don’t get a grant, we 
don’t have money. We can’t afford
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Jordon Shenberger was just 16 years 
old, but he already was making his mark 
on his little corner of the world in High­
land Township.

The Lakeland High School junior was 
on the honor roll, had earned the respect 
of his employers at Highland House, 
and was adored by his family.

“He was a great kid, he never did any­
thing wrong, he never harmed anyone,” 
Tricia Barrett, Jordon’s mother, said. 
“He went to school and church and work 
and just got his license the day after 
Christmas. He saved up and bought his 
own car and paid his own tab fees. He 
was very responsible.”

Jordon was driving his car, a 2008 
Chevy Cobalt, on Jan. 19, when he 
turned left in front of a school bus at the 
intersection of Duck Lake and Cooley 
Lake roads. He died at the scene.

“It’s so terrible,” Olivia Amaya, man­
ager of the Highland House where Jor­
don had worked for the past year, said. “I 
can’t even imagine for his mother... I just 
want to say that we see thousands of 
kids and employ so many, but Jordon 
was just the top tier of children. He nev­
er complained.

“He was hard-working, polite - just 
every attribute you look for in an em­
ployee. It’s just so sad.”

Amaya said Jordon was a quiet young 
man who kept his head down at work, 
but he was so excited to save his money 
for his first car. She recalled that the 
teen didn’t want to put the burden on his 
mom.

Barrett said her son had worked since 
he was 14, while also maintaining honor 
roll status at Lakeland High School and 
perfect attendance both there and at 
Oakland Schools Technical Campus, 
where he was studying to be a mechan­
ic. He had recently been hired by

Highland teen killed in crash with bus 
made his mark as a hard-working kid
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Plymouth Township could get new 
Northville Downs horse racing facility

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The most recent library plan was for 
three years, Brataniec said, though that 
was put in place before the pandemic, 
which completely altered how libraries 
served their communities. Thinking 
quickly, library staff adjusted to assist 
patrons in non-traditional ways, includ­
ing online story times and other virtual 
options.

In addition to those changes, the li­
brary has added more permanent ser­
vices, including a new kiosk with hun-

In 2021, the City of Northville re­
ceived $214,203 in breakage fees from 
Northville Downs, according to the re­
port.

If the proposal is approved, the new 
facility will be another MITC addition to 
the Five Mile corridor between Ply­
mouth Township and Northville. Con­
cerns have been raised about road con­
ditions in the area, and Heise said MITC 
is actively lobbying the State of Michi­
gan for funding to .rebuild and widen 
Five Mile Road between Napier and 
Beck roads. The project is expected to 
cost an estimated $25 million or more.

The current Northville Downs facility 
receives approximately 200 cars daily, 
about 450 cars on Friday and Saturday, 
and upwards of 800 during special 
events such as Kentucky Derby Day, the 
proposal says.
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1944, Northville
Downs is the oldest and only remaining 
nighttime harness racing track in Michi­
gan. The initial phase of operation for 
the new facility will include daylight 
only racing. In addition to seasonal live 
harness racing, Northville Downs also 
offers year-round simulcast wagering 
and is the host for special events such as 
the Northville Spring and Summer car­
nivals.

lcolvin@hometownlife.com

What does a library look like in 2023? 
Novi’s wants your help to find out

to build a new operation in northwest 
Plymouth Township, just a few miles 
from the current location at Seven Mile 
and Sheldon Road in Northville.

The current Northville Downs site 
was sold in 2018 to Hunter Pasteur 
Homes. The company is planning to de­
velop the land with 450 new residences, 
commercial space and parks, but for 
now, Northville Downs is continuing 
operations, with live racing scheduled 
for April through September of 2023.

The new project, dubbed Northville 
Downs at Plymouth Township, is pro­
posed on part of a 128-acre parcel near 
the southwest comer of Five Mile and 
Ridge roads. The area is within Michi­
gan International Technology Corridor 
(MITC).

According to the submitted plans, the 
first phase of the proposed project, if ap­
proved by Plymouth Township, would 
include construction of a half-mile oval 
harness racetrack, a two-story, 4,900- 
square-foot grandstand with a large 
patio for standing room race viewing, a 
23,000-square-foot racing building, a 
35,000-square-foot horse barn and a 
3,200-square-foot maintenance build-

Once feedback is collected, the con­
sulting firm the library hired to work on 
the plan, Indiana-based ReThinking Li­
braries, will develop a plan and present 
findings to the library board. The board 
will then make a decision on the plan, 
which aims to guide library services in 
the city for the next half decade.

The library has budgeted no more 
than $23,665 for the contract with Re­
Thinking Libraries, Brataniec said. 
While the last plan was done n-house, 
Brataniec said it created a lot of work for 
library staff in addition to current re­
sponsibilities.

One of the other benefits to contract­
ing the work to an outside firm, she said, 
is the ability to have a neutral party step 
in and help see things differently.

“We wanted the outside perspective,” 
she said.

Kathy Crawford, the library board 
president, said after the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, such a plan is more

Harness racing could be coming to 
Plymouth Township.

Representatives from Northville 
Downs this week submitted a proposal

An anticipated future phase of the 
proposed project, pending legislative 
approval, is the construction and opera­
tion of a 54,000-square-foot gaming fa­
cility with additional parking.

The project could come before the 
Plymouth Township Planning Commis­
sion as.soon as February, but an agenda 
has not yet been set. If the project is ap­
proved by the planning commission, it 
will then go before the Plymouth Town­
ship Board of Trustees for considera­
tion.

A representative from Northville 
Downs did not immediately return a call 
seeking comment, but Plymouth Town­
ship Supervisor Kurt Heise said the pro­
ject was unique and interesting.

"We're flattered that Northville 
Downs would consider us as the site of 
their new operation,” Heise said. "We 
know horseiacing is a lot different in 
Michigan than it was 100 years ago, and 
the proposal they’re putting forward is 
for a much more efficient operation than 
what they currently have, because the 
business model has changed.

"It’s a very environmentally respon­
sible site with as much clean energy and

library
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green technology as possible, which is a 
big leap over what we see right now in 
Northville.”

If the plan moves forward, Heise 
said, the township will work to negoti­
ate a community benefit agreement, 
which could include the ability to hold 
community events such as the return of 
the Fourth of July fireworks show, 
which was canceled in 2017. Other 
events could include recreational 
events like soccer, car shows, concerts 
and other equestrian-type events.

By state law, Plymouth Township 
would also be entitled to breakage fees, 
the difference in cents between the win­
ning payouts and the nearest dime. For 
example, according to the 2021 Michi­
gan Gaming Control Board Horse Racing 
Report, if a winning bet is computed to 
pay $3.12, then the bettor receives $3.10. 
The breakage of $0.02 is deposited into 
a fund distributed and used by the cities 
or townships where the tracks are locat-

crucial than ever. Having an outside 
agency come in should hopefully garner 
more responses from a wider range of 
the community.

“We’re trying to do some creative 
thinking here about it,” she said. “A lot of 
the assumptions we make ... I think we 
really need to hear from the public 
more.”

The plan is to have results presented 
to the library board at the beginning of 
spring, with a plan hopefully in place 
later this spring.

The library operated with nearly 
$2.23 million in expenditures and $2.29 
million in revenue last fiscal year.

dreds of materials to check out located 
in Lakeshore Park along Walled Lake in 
the northern part of the city. That devel­
opment came as the new building at the 
park opened, and it allows cardholders 
to peruse a variety of books and films to 
check out without needing to drive to 
the main library.

“That’s growing by leaps and 
bounds,” Crawford said. “We were the 
first one in Michigan to install that.”

It’s gotten traction: 1,288 items were 
checked out from the lending kiosk dur­
ing the fiscal year that ended in July, ac­
cording to the library’s annual report.

Another initiative involved outreach 
into the community. Brataniec said they 
worked with the Novi Community 
School District and Walled Lake Con­
solidated Schools — which serves the 
northern part of Novi — to get students 
signed up for library cards.

The library also implemented a new 
mailing service to bring materials di­
rectly to patrons’ doors; it’s a service 
that’s still gaining traction. It launched 
its NPL @ Your Door program as a way to 
mail materials to users. The library’s an­
nual report shows 154 materials were 
sent in just the first few months of the 
service launching last March.

“We’ll bag it up, put it in the mail and 
send it to them,” Brataniec said. “People 
can sign up for a month if they want, 
and they can drop off.”

The library also axed late fees, some­
thing that’s currently in place until June 
30. More details, including usage infor­
mation, can be found in the library’s an­
nual report.

Crawford said having a strategic plan 
in place will help guide the library and 
its expenditures to better serve the 
city’s residents, along with its budget.

“I just feel it’s our responsibility to 
the taxpayers,” she said. “1 think it’s our 
responsibility as a board to provide the 
most appropriate programming and col­
lections to meet their needs.”

dveselenak@hometownlife.com

When’s the last time you checked out 
a book at the Novi Public Library? Or 
perhaps studied in one of its quiet 
rooms? Whatever your thoughts on the 
building on 10 Mile Road, the city’s li­
brary staff wants to hear from residents.

The library has launched plans to 
craft a new 5-year strategic plan to help 
guide programs and services for the fa­
cility, located at 45255 W. 10 Mile in 
front of Novi High School. Part of that 
plan depends on community feedback 
to help craft the future of the institution, 
said Dana Brataniec, communications 
manager for the library.

“We want to see what the Novi com­
munity wants,” she said. "We want to 
make sure we hear from as many of the 
community members as possible to 
really digest that and to make sure our 
services, programs, our outreach, our 
communications to them, is the way 
that they want it.”

To give feedback, several avenues are 
available to Novi residents, including an 
online surve that Brataniec said takes 
about 10 minutes to complete.

There is also a slate of meetings for 
giving feedback. They are:

• From 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Feb. 7 in the

David Veselenak 
Hometownlife.com
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The Northville Public Schools (also referred to as the District or NPS in these documents) 
will accept sealed bids for:

2023 Cooke School and Moraine Elementary Drainage Improvements
Sealed bids are due no later than 11:00 a.m February 1, 2023

A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at 15045 Fogg Street, Plymouth, 
Michigan 48170, on January 26, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. The plans, specifications, and 
bidding documents will be made available online at www.michigan.govsiginavBS or 
www.northvilleschools.org Bid documents will be placed on Buildingconnected.com 
with the following link: https://app.buildingconnected.com/Dublic/5cc9d7re37cla90 
Q18cb55dc Bidders are encouraged to visit the site. The following link is for instructions 
for Buildjngconnected.com httpsi//huildingconnected.zendesk.com/hc/en us/ 
categories/360001889773-Getting-started-for-subcontractors
If not attending the pre-bid walk-through, bidders are encouraged to visit the site but 
must make an appointment. Contact Mr Steve Banchero, 248-231-9879 or bancherost9 
uorthvilleschpol8.org
Proposals should be submitted through Buildingconnected.com with the following link 
https://app.buildingconDected.coni/public/5cc9d7ffi37cla90018cb55dc No physical 
bids will be accepted in person or via delivery service. Proposals must be submitted no later 
than 11 WO AM Local Time on February 1, 2023 The District will not consider or accept a 
bid received after the date and time specified for bid submission Bids will be publicly opened 
immediately following the close of receiving bids with the following virtual meeting link: 
https^/nortbv ille.zoom.us/j/96461688881?pwd»LzFMWlh6WmluSlNsWL'pZYTZO IT 
ZXQ1X19 Meeting ID: 964 6168 8881 Passcode: 226854 or by phone at +1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago)
The Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals in whole or 
in part; or, for reasons of establishing uniformity, delivery time or preference, to award the 
contract to other than the low bidder.
The contents of RFP and Bidder's J also referred to as Contractor in these documents) Proposal 
will become contractual obligations if a contract ensues Failure of the Bidder to accept these 
obligations will result in cancellation of the award
In compliance with MCL 380 1267, the proposal shall be accompanied by a sworn and 
notarized statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or 
any employee of the bidder and any member of the board, or the superintendent of the school 
district. The Board shall not accept a bid that does not include this sworn and notarized 
disclosure statement
All proposals shall lx1 firm for at least sixty (60) days from the date of opening of the proposal 
All proposals submitted must meet or exceed all specifications herein.
A certified check or Bid Bond must accompany each proposal by an approved surety company 
in an amount not less than 5% of the proposal amount. If the bidder is providing a certified 
check as bid security, the certified check must be delivered to the Northville Public Schools 
Board of Education Offices located at 405 West Main Street, Northville, MI 48167 prior to the 
bid date and time All bids shall be firm for at least sixty (60) days from the date of opening of 
bids The length of time required for completion shall be specified in the bid. All bids submitted 
must meet or exceed all specifications herein.
Bids are to be submitted on our Bid Proposal Form through Buildingconnected.com with the 
following link http»y/app.buildingconnected.com/public/5cc9d7re37cla90018cb55dc
All questions should be referred to Steve Banchero at the e-mail address: bancherost® 
northvilleschools.org or phone number 248-231-9879
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Driver told Westland Police she
thought she hit a deer; it was a teenager

Joe Butch Cheesesteaks

CENI2

A petition to make changes 
at busy intersectionPolice responded to the Ypsilanti ad­

dress where they were greeted by Gian­
na Harris, who was “visibly upset."

Harris told police she had been stay­
ing at her mother’s house in Westland

(NR) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023 I 3A

opens in Farmington 
puts emphasis on 
high-quality rib eye

One terrible moment 
leads to lives upended

Aalyiah has “shown more improve­
ment," said her aunt, Tamara Rasheed. 
She declined to elaborate further, but in

and typically takes Newburgh south to 
Michigan Avenue. She began crying as 
she noted, “It’s really dark, that time in 
the morning," and according to the po­
lice report, continued by saying that she 
was turned around tending to her 
daughter “trying to hand her some pret­
zels and milk ... and 1 knew I hit some­
thing."

She told police she thought she hit a 
deer, but because of the darkness, she 
was unable to tell what she hit. Accord­
ing to the police report, she saw news 
about a girl who had been hit by a car in 
the same area and time as she had been 
driving through.

When police asked if she noticed the 
traffic light was red, she replied that she 
thought it was yellow. She also believed 
she was traveling at about 45 mph.

According to the report, a Michigan 
State Police analysis of electronic data 
recovered from Harris’ 2011 Chevy Equi­
nox revealed the vehicle was traveling at 
about 47 mph and half a second prior to 
the accident, some type of braking oc­
curred.

The Equinox had “significant dam­
age" to the front passenger fender and 
the windshield was shattered on the 
passenger side, as well as the passenger 
side headlamp, according to the police 
report.

Harris was released on bond with a 
GPS tether and is under house arrest. 
Her next court date is set for later this 
month. Her defense attorney did not im­
mediately return a call for comment.

The owners of Joe Butch Cheeses­
teaks in downtown Farmington aren’t 
playing around when.it comes to meat.

Sandwich shops are common, so 
they think their new business at 33171 
Grand River Ave. has to be unique if they 
want it to survive.

“We have to be different,” said John­
ny Dababneh, one of three owners. "We 
have to use real rib eye and we have to 
get a bread that compliments the rib 
eye. We have to have high -quality ingre­
dients, because, I’m telling you, if you 
cut quality, you're going to struggle.”

Dababneh is passionate about food 
and gets satisfaction from making it 
well. He learned to cook from his mother 
while growing up in Dearborn Heights. 
He said her made-with-love approach is 
the best there is.

In the two weeks Joe Butch Cheeses­
teaks has been open, that method 
seems to be working with customers: 
Dababneh said most visitors tell him 
they’ll be back.

The driver who struck and critically 
injured a 15-year-old Westland girl last 
month when running a red light told po­
lice she was distracted while feeding her 
daughter in the back seat and believed 
she “hit a deer.”

She kept driving to Ypsilanti despite 
a shattered windshield.

Gianna Mariah Harris was arraigned 
in Wayne County Circuit Court on Dec. 9 
on a felony count of failure to stop at the 
scene of a serious injury accident. A not 
guilty plea was entered on her behalf.

According to a police report Home­
town Life obtained this month through a 
Freedom of Information Act request, 
Harris also admitted the traffic light she 
passed through while traveling south­
bound on Newburgh was “not green” 
and that she was traveling over the 40 
mph speed limit.

In the report, a witness told the police 
that at about 6:45 a m., Dec. 8, a truck 
had already passed through a red light 
at the Newburgh and Marquette inter­
section when a dark-colored SUV fol­
lowed through the solid red light, and 
she then heard a loud “thud.”

The witness, who had stopped for the 
red light in the northbound Newburgh 
curb lane, looked over to see a girl, later 
identified as Aalyiah Rasheed-Wiley, 
laying in the roadway and rushed to ren­
der aid.

She was joined by a Wayne-Westland 
School District bus driver who had been 
stopped on Marquette waiting to turn 
left onto southbound Newburgh when 
he saw the dark-colored SUV fail to stop 
for the red light. After beginning to make 
his turn, he saw a boot in the curb lane

Plans to bring a new hotel to the 
heart of Novi are finally moving for­
ward after several years and a world­
wide pandemic that halted plenty of 
travel.

Years after originally being pro­
posed, a hotel preliminary site plan for 
a new Home2 Suites by Hilton in the 
Adell Center at Novi Road and Inter­
state 96 is making its way through city 
approvals.

“It’s basically the same plan we pro­
posed several years ago,” said Andrew 
Andre, an architect working on the 
project. “What we’ve seen coming out 
of the pandemic is there’s been more 
demand of this kind of hotel.

“We’re very excited about this op­
portunity”

The hotel, which would stand 5 sto­
ries and contain 141 rooms, would join 
several other businesses in the Adell 
Center, which also contains Texas 
Roadhouse, Planet Fitness, iFLY and 
Carvana, all of which have opened in

“I’m a little passionate with food, 
even at home,” he said. “I'm always 
making sure I can perfect it as much as 
I can.”

Dababneh recommends first-time 
customers try the classic cheesesteak 
with provolone cheese and warm 
cheese sauce. The sandwich, at $11.99, 
is the cheapest sub on the menu and is 
Dababneh’s personal favorite.

“It’s simple, and it’s absolutely deli­
cious,” he said. “That’s what I prefer, 
and everyone I've made it for so far has 
given it a thumbs-up ”

Hot dogs, chicken tenders and 
chicken subs are also on the menu for 
people who’d prefer to skip the steak 
Other cheesesteaks on the menu in­
clude sandwiches inspired by Detroit, 
Philly-style cheesesteaks and even 
pizza.

Get the latest headlines for metro 
Detroit every morning in your mailbox 
by signing up for our daily briefings 
newsletter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle<a>hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
(a)shelbytankk.

and then saw the victim, he told police 
minutes later.

Aalyiah, a 15 year-old who had been 
on her way To John Glenn High School 
where she is a sophomore, was rushed 
to St. Mary’s Hospital in Livonia. She 
was later transferred to Children’s Hos­
pital in Detroit with traumatic brain in­
juries.

Both the bus driver and the witness 
who had initially begun first aid stated 
that they had seen Aalyiah walking to 
school before on this same route, and 
the witness said she frequently saw the 
girl running eastbound across New­
burgh because the light was timed so 
short.

There are no pedestrian signals at the 
intersection’s crosswalks.

According to the report, no skid 
marks or tire impressions related to the 
accident were found on the dry pave­
ment, nor any vehicle fluids. Several 
items from the victim were found in the 
roadway, as well as several small frag­
ments of a lightbulb encasement lens.

The vehicle that struck Aalyiah had 
never stopped, witnesses said, and po­
lice immediately began searching for a 
dark SUV with front-end damage.

According to the police report, about 
eight hours after the accident Harris’ 
husband called police and said his wife 
“had admitted to him that she hit some­
thing while she was on her way back to 
her house.”

a gofundme update shortly before 
Christmas, noted that Aalyiah had been 
moved from the intensive care unit to a 
regular room at Children's Hospital due 
to how well she was doing. She ex­
pressed her gratitude to all who had 
supported the family with both gener­
ous donations and prayers.

Aalyiah's family has also collected 
more than 440 petition signatures thus 
far through change.org to persuade the 
city of Westland and the Wayne County 
Roads Division to make alterations at 
the Newburgh and Marquette intersec­
tion.

Among the changes they want is des­
ignation of the area as a school zone; 
posting of a crossing guard; installation 
of “proper pedestrian crosswalks”; and 
a police vehicle parked in the area to dis­
courage drivers from speeding.

Tamara Rasheed hopes to spare oth­
er families a tragedy like the one en­
dured by not only the Rasheeds, but also 
Harris. >

“I don’t want another driver to have 
their life ruined by a tragedy that could 
be avoided by taking personal responsi­
bility to stop at traffic lights in school 
zones,” she wrote.

“No one else should have to suffer 
from this pain. The pain of not knowing 
if their loved one will live after being 
struck by a driver who doesn’t stop for 
pedestrians. The pain of knowing there 
wasn’t enough support to stop this driv­
er at the light and that this could happen 
again to someone else.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO. Get the latest headlines for 
metro Detroit every morning in your 
mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

A sign for the Adell Center near the land where a proposed extended-stay 
hotel is planned in Novi. The hotel, a Home2 Suites by Hilton, would locate on 
the vacant property beyond the sign in the center.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

A classic cheesesteak from Joe Butch Cheesesteaks in downtown Farmington
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

the past few years.
The site is where the former Novi Ex­

po Center stood before it was demol­
ished more than a decade ago.

The hotel is designed as an extended- 
stay facility, which caters more to peo­
ple staying longer periods of time in the 
area, oftentimes for work. Rooms would 
be equipped with amenities such as a 
refrigerator and kitchenette. There is 
not expected to be an onsite restaurant 
in the hotel.

The city’s planning commission re­
viewed the plan at its Jan. 11 meeting in 
the Novi Civic Center. It unanimously 
recommended the preliminary site plan 
and storm water management plan.

Planning commission members were 
in agreement with moving the develop­
ment forward.

“Like everybody else, 1 don’t have any 
comments,” said Commissioner John 
Avdoulos. “I appreciate you coming be­
fore the city and hopefully getting this 
off the ground.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak(a>hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Hotel at Novi’s Adell 
Center gets OK from city’s 
planning commission

Susan Bromlay
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
mailto:stankersle@hometownlife.com
mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com


4A I THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023 I

Path
Continued from Page 1A

YOU'LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

or past

(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN. WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL. YOU RELAX!

A vote on approving the parks and 
recreation master plan without the Mil­
ford Road pathway, but including poten­
tial pathways elsewhere in the town­
ship, failed in a tie vote, with Mazzara, 
Trustee Dale Wiltse and Supervisor Don 
Green voting yes, and Dagenhardt, 
Clerk Holly Brandt and Trustee Toni Vu- 
laj voting no.

The board then voted 5-1 to send the 
master plan back to the Parks and Rec­
reation Commission for review, with 
Mazzara voting no.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromleyt3ihometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter ^Susan- 
BromleylO.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.
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hardt suggested moving forward with 
the master plan, but without the path­
ways crossing private property.

“The community at this time is not 
interested in having it,” she said. “If we 
don’t delete it, people are going to come 
to us and say, 'It’s in your master plan, 
why can’t we do it?”’

Steve Wolfe, chairman of the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, said the 
commission had seen a need for a path, 
with the catalyst being connectivity for 
future residents of the forthcoming 
Kensington Ridge development. While 
the path was ultimately rejected, he said 
the process that led to it was successful 
and he felt it should be used for all other 
proposed pathways.

“The process worked perfectly and 
now you want to tell everyone else on 
other streets, 'we didn’t want the path

The Jan. 18 Milford Township Board meeting was well-attended as many residents turned out to hear a discussion about a 
proposed Milford Road pathway that would have crossed private properties. Board members rejected the proposal.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

and you can’t have it.’ If you gut that 
plan, pretty soon we won’t have any­
thing,” Wolfe said.

Non-motorized pathways and con­
nections in the township's master plan 
are only plans and would still need the 
board’s approval. Withdrawing them 
from the master plan could be to the det­
riment of gaining DNR grants for other 
parks and recreation amenities includ­
ing improvements to the Milford trail­
head, township officials said.

Mazzara said the trailhead currently 
violates most of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act requirements and, with­
out a grant, improvements can’t be 
made.

“You’re basically saying, we don’t 
want to be a walkable community,” he 
said, to which a resident in the audience 
responded, “We don’t."

this.”
The project was projected to cost be­

tween at least $700,000 and $1 million, 
for which the township would have 
sought the DNR grant.

Mazzara’s motion to discontinue 
pursuit of the shared use path on Mil­
ford Road was unanimously supported, 
but additional pleas by audience mem­
bers to withdraw any future non-motor­
ized pathways or connections utilizing 
private property in the master plan 
drew division among township officials 
after a presentation by Giffels Webster 
Consultant Jill Bahm.

The 2023-27 township parks and rec­
reation master plan Bahm presented in­
cluded “expanding the transportation 
network for the township,” with pro­
posed pathways to explore during this 
timespan, as well as future opportuni­
ties that could be explored beyond.

The plan includes the Complete 
Streets Policy, which notes “Non-mo­
torized transportation is a key compo­
nent of a community’s recreational in­
frastructure,” allowing for “easy use of 
walking, biking and other non-motori­
zed transportation.” The policy’s stated 
benefits include increased safety and 
more non-motorized trips, as well as 
improvements in social engagement 
and physical health for residents.

Bahm said one of the goals of the pol­
icy - however lofty it may be - was to get 
all residents a trail within a mile of their 
homes. She acknowledged that comple­
tion of a non-motorized network could 
take up to 20 years, but the end results 
could be appreciated by many.

“A non-motorized transportation 
system lowers traffic burden by provid­
ing alternate routes to school, work, and 
shopping,” she said. “Reducing traffic 
congestion lessens environmental costs 
associated with autos, promotes a 
healthier community and increased rec­
reational opportunities, and bolsters lo­
cal and regional economies.”

She cited regional planning data that 
shows a 100% increase in bike trips 
since 2005 in southeast Michigan, as 
well as a 28% increase in walking trips 
since 2005, with 3,500 miles of bike­
ways, 24,000 miles of walkways, and 
500 miles of regional trails.

Township Treasurer Cynthia Dagen-
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Livonia woman honors late uncle
through year-round acts of service

Residential construction in Canton
Township will add thousands of homes

Each year, Canton Township pub

For developer, Canton 
is a ‘wonderful place’

2022 development map 
included 23 projects

‘Rigorous’ residential 
planning process

the LI 
WHERE

Sami McKay poses with one of her “blessing bags” in downtown Detroit. The 
bags are full of essentials and are given to people struggling with homelessness

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Sami McKay, left, with her late uncle 
Denny. Denny’s servant’s heart 
inspired McKay to do good deeds in his 
honor, photos courtesy of sami mckay

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

“It's a lot of fun.”
McKay said 100% of people’s dona­

tions go toward service projects. D.O. it 
for Denny is her personal passion, not a

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife com

According to Census data. Canton’s 
population increased by almost 8,500 
people between 2010 and 2020. Over 
that same time period, Sloan said, the 
number of housing units in Canton in 
creased by about 3,300, which works 
out to an increase of about 9.4 percent in 
both population and housing in the past 
decade.

"We’ve been growing fast and con­
tinuing that rate of growth since 2020,” 
Sloan said.

He noted developers that want to 
build homes in the township must first 
undergo a rigorous process that in­
cludes review by the planning depart­
ment to ensure the project complies 
with township ordinance for permitted 
use, as well as with rules for building 
setbacks, architecture, landscaping, 
parking, lighting and access manage­
ment.

Residential construction is booming 
across Canton Township as crews work 
through a mild Michigan winter.

In 2022, Canton Township’s Plan­
ning Division was keeping tabs on 23 
housing projects totaling about 3,500 
new homes, condos or apartments. In 
some cases, construction is wrapping 
up after several years in the planning 
and building phase. In other cases, pro­
jects are still under review.

“There’s a lot going on right now,” 
said Canton Township Community 
Planner Patrick Sloan. “There’s a strong 
demand for housing in the area and in 
Canton specifically.”

One of the largest projects is Filmore 
Apartments, where 504 units are 
planned on the west side of Beck Road 
between Michigan Avenue and Geddes 
Road. A few of the units have been fin­
ished and are now occupied and the 97- 
acre parcel is crowded with construc­
tion crews on any given day.

Sunrise Land Group is planning 449- 
for-rent homes on a 225-acre parcel 
north of Geddes Road and west of Den­
ton Road in southwest Canton.

Howard Fingeroot, Sunrise Land 
Group president, said developers look 
for a number of factors when choosing a 
community for a new project.

“First, you look for good school dis­
tricts,” Fingeroot said. “You look for 
proximity to employment centers and 
you look for access to major thorough 
fares. You look for a diverse amount of 
retail and commercial and then, finally, 
recreational opportunities for kids - 
soccer fields, swimming pools, things 
like that.

“I’ve been developing residential 
properties for close to 30 years and Can­
ton has always been a wonderful place 
to build new communities."

“We also look outside the site, at how 
the project relates to the adjacent prop­
erties, the adjacent road networks and 
the utility networks,” he said, noting a 
traffic study is required in some cases. 
“Before an application can be submitted 
for planning commission review, it is 
also looked at by the engineering divi­
sion, with the fire department and with 
the building and inspection services di­
vision.”

Projects submitted as "planned de­
velopments” have slightly different re­
quirements, allowing for development 
in a way that is not always to the strict 
letter of the zoning ordinance.

"For the township, the benefits are 
that by clustering units, that increases 
the amount of open space that’s undis­
turbed on the property,” Sloan said. 
“That’s led to a lot of preservation of 
wetlands and woodlands that would 
have otherwise been cleared in a con­
ventional development.”

NOW, 
and1 
LORt

Sami McKay loves walking through 
downtown Detroit and passing out her 
“blessing bags.”

The bags full of essentials like food, 
first aid items and cold weather gear are 
given to people battling homelessness. 
McKay said giving the bags away is her 
way of honoring her late uncle Denny, 
who died in 2008 after years of living 
with muscle dystrophy and multiple 
sclerosis.

“Jan. 26 is actually what would be 
Denny’s birthday. Every year, on Jan. 
26, we do the blessing bags,” McKay, a 
Livonia resident, said. "Helping home­
less (people) in downtown Detroit was 
Denny’s passion. It was more than giv­
ing people money. He worked as a law­
yer downtown and he would offer peo­
ple work to come do odd jobs for him. 
He’d pay them, get to know them and 
really connect with people instead of 
just throwing change at them.”

The blessing bags are just one project 
McKay does through her community 
service Facebook page, “D.O. it for Den­
ny.” She has a new project going every 
month, some of which have been book 
drives, creating cards for local veterans 
and sponsoring families around Christ­
mas.

McKay is currently fundraising for 
the "birthday boxes” she gives away in 
February. She partners with local foster 
agencies to provide families who’ve fos­
tered a child with a gift card and cake 
supplies to celebrate their new family 
member.

D.O. it for Denny projects benefit 
nearby communities like Livonia, West­
land, Redford Township and Detroit. 
McKay said she started doing random 
acts of kindness shortly after her un­
cle’s death but became more organized 
in 2018 with the Facebook page. Now, 
she has a network of repeat donors and 
helpers.

"It’s turned into so much more than I 
ever would have imagined,” she said.

Denton Road. The project is under con­
struction and nearly complete.

Hamlet Pointe Site Condos: 109 
units on 79 acres on Napier Road west of 
Denton Road. The project is under con­
struction and nearly complete.

The Landings Site Condos: 90 units 
in 21 acres at the southeast corner of 
Ridge and Saltz roads. The project is un­
der construction and nearly complete.

Meadows of Cherry Hill Site Con­
dos: 38 units on 16 acres near the south­
west corner of Ridge and Saltz roads. 
The project is under construction.

Monark Grove Housing for the El­
derly: 225 units on 17 acres on the south 
side of Ford Road west of Canton Center 
A site plan has been approved, but the 
project is still under final engineering 
review. Tree removal has taken place 
but construction has yet to begin.

Park Creek Site & Detached Con­
dos: 166 units on 89 acres at the north­
west corner of Beck and Geddes roads. 
The project is under construction.

Redwood at Marketplace Apart­
ments: 235 units on 48 acres on the 
north side of Michigan Avenue east of 
Geddes Road. A site plan has been ap­
proved, and the project has proceeded 
to final engineering review.

Ridge Creek Site Condos: 22 units 
on 21 acres on the south side of Warren 
Road between Ridge and Napier roads. 
The project is still under review by Can­
ton Township.

Towns at Cherry Hill Village Con­
dos: 93 units on 8.37 acres on the south 
side of Cherry Hill Road west of Denton 
Road. The project is currently under 
construction.

Tremont Place Attached Condos: 
268 units on 41.5 acres south of Ford 
Road and west of 1-275 The project is 
still under review by Canton Township

Westridge Estates Site Condos: 274 
units on 171 acres south of Ford Road be­
tween Napier and Ridge roads. The pro­
ject is under construction.

Woodbridge Estates Condos: 479 
units on 68 acres off the south side of 
Geddes Road between Denton and Beck 
roads. The project is under construc­
tion.

fishes a residential development map. 
The document for 2022 showed 23 pro­
jects in various stages. Those include:

Anand Village Detached Condos: 
43 units on 11 acres at the southeast cor­
ner of Geddes and Denton roads. The 
project is still under review.

Arbor Glen Site Condos: 36 units on 
36 acres at the northwest corner of War­
ren and Ridge roads. The project is un­
der construction and nearly complete.

Aspen Ridge Site Condos: 29 units 
on 14 acres on the southwest corner of 
Saltz and Beck roads. The project is un­
der construction and nearly complete.

Berkshire Apartments: 172 units on 
25 acres on the north side of Saltz Road 
between Beck Road and Canton Center. 
The project is currently under construc­
tion.

Canton Shareef Site Condos: 10 
units on 5 acres proposed on the west 
side of Lilley Road south of Palmer 
Road. The project is still under review by 
Canton Township.

Concord Park Site Condos: 152 units 
on 58 acres at Cherry Hill between Ridge 
and Napier roads. The project is cur­
rently under construction.

Cherry Hill Preserve Detached 
Condos: 24 units on 8 acres on the north 
side of Cherry Hill east of Lotz Road. The 
site plan has been approved, but the 
project is still under final engineering 
review with Canton Township.

Filmore Place Apartments: 504 
units on 98 acres on the west side of 
Beck Road between Michigan Avenue 
and Geddes Road. The project is cur­
rently under construction.

Glens at Cambridge Condos: 92 
units on 11 acres at the northwest corner 
of Canton Center and Saltz Road. The 
project was recently completed.

Grandview Estates Site Condos: 178 
units on 87 acres on the south side of 
Geddes Road west of Denton Road. The 
project is under construction and nearly 
complete.

Grandview South Site Condos: 221 
units on 77 acres. The project is under 
construction.

Hamlet Meadows Site Condos: 113 
units on 52 acres on Napier Road west of

The most popular project of the year 
is a Christmas sponsorship program 
McKay runs, connecting families in 
need with people who will buy Christ­
mas gifts. McKay also offered a free toy 
store last year that she plans to collect 
toys for all year long.

"There was just something about 
seeing the families shop, pick out what 
they wanted and use the little wrapping 
station we had,” she said. “It was really 
something amazing to be part of.”

Being kind reminds McKay of the 
person her uncle was. She said many of 
the people who volunteer with her find 
how therapeutic it is to focus on some­
one other than themselves.

"Denny and I were just very close, 
like kindred spirits," she said. “I loved 
going and doing that sort of stuff with 
him. Whenever I was with him, we’d 
make it a point to do something kind to 
someone.”

People interested in donating to Mc­
Kay or helping can connect with her at 
“D O. it for Denny” on Facebook. People 
also can buy items from McKay’s Ama­
zon wish list or make a donation 
through PayPal or Venmo.

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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It’s just the next step in development 
for the school. Detroit Catholic Central 
currently is working on a new $35 mil­
lion STEM wing, a project Marmul said 
should be up and running next January. 
The school also was approved back in 
the fall of 2021 for a new driveway con­
necting the campus to Twelve Mile Road 
to the north, a proposal that originally

IWIti« 
Nooil

Herts 
Hose 
Met

OolpMn

Dude 
Dump 
Flos 
Foan 
Mossy 
GoPro 
Guns 
Haig 
Klrro 
leesh

35 Frequent Twilight 
Zone theme

36 Multi NAACP 
Image Award 
actor

37 She first met
15 Across last 
September 9th

39 Principal
44 Highly favored
46 Highly scattered
47 Happy home 

companion
(somewhat-bent 
position)

19 Key to leave with
20 Placatory 

daughter of Zeus
21 "Truly!"
22 Long divisions
25 About a third of

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
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Jordon Shenberger enjoyed fishing. The Lakeland High School junior died 
Jan. 19, 2023. courtesy of tricia barrett
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for anyone who had ever crossed paths 
with him.

“He was such a light and touched so 
many lives without realizing the hu­
mongous impact he really did have,” she 
said. “My life will forever be changed 
from meeting him in the most positive 
of ways, but his loss is such an astrono­
mical sorrow. I’m so grateful that I had 
the incredible opportunity of meeting 
and getting to know such a wonderful 
friend, truly one of the best.”

In addition to his mother, Jordon is 
survived by his sister, Autumn; stepfa­
ther, Mike; two half-brothers, Jonathan 
and William; and a half-sister Shannon. 
He was preceded in death six weeks ago 
by his maternal grandmother.

Amaya said Highland House Owner 
Elia Nicholas will pay for the funeral, for 
which a date and time has not been an­
nounced.

A gofundme has been established to 
also help support the family as they 
grieve the loss of Jordon.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO. Get the latest headlines for 
metro Detroit every morning in your 
mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

ruffled neighbors’ feathers but was 
eventually resolved when Catholic Cen­
tral made some changes to the plan and 
met with nearby residents.

Some vegetation has been cleared to 
make way for the new driveway, though 
the building of the road has not yet be­
gun.

Marmul said more information 
would roll out closer to when the school 
had raised more funding to develop the 
property. He said the project will not im­

pact tuition at the private school, which 
is set at $15,300 for the current school 
year.

“We don’t want the shift to fall back 
onto tuition,” he said.

The newest project received prelimi­
nary site plan approval from the plan­
ning commission, with just a few con­
cerns coming from its members.

Commissioner Michael Lynch 
brought up potential issues over noise 
levels at the stadium, saying measure­
ments taken could change depending 
on weather conditions with sound.

But even with that, he said the pro­
ject appeared top-of-the-line.

"Overall, it’s stunning. I think the 
campus overall is stunning,” Lynch said. 
“It’s something that you would expect to 
see at Comerica Park or a professional 
stadium.” ♦
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LaFontaine and was supposed to start 
work next week.

Jordon was loved his 15-year-old cat, 
Kitty Girl, and all animals. He had re­
cently learned to ice skate and was en­
joying downtown dancing in Brighton 
with his friend, Aloia Davis.

The two had classes together at 
Lakeland High School and also attended 
The Rock Church in Fenton together.

"He was such a pillar in my life and 
helped me so much in my faith as I got to 
walk beside him in his," Aloia said. “He 
was a constant reminder to me of what 
it means to love others, and he still is 
and will continue to be exactly that.”

Aloia recalled that Jordon was al­
ways up to go on spontaneous trips and 
try new things.

Jordon’s mom said he was passion­
ate about anything that grabbed his in­
terest.

“He was the light of my life,” Barrett 
said. “He was perfect. Anyone who 
knows him, knows how awesome he 
was.”

Aloia said Jordon’s death is a tragedy
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INTERESTING PROBLEM
MAS BEEN CREATED BY TME ELIMINATION OF ALL SPACES.
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SPACED 10 FORM A WORD FROM TME ABOVE TOPIC.
THE DOTS AND DASHES ARE IN THE CORRECT ORDER.
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“fiery-footed" 
ones

50 Escalate
51 Jazz singer with 

a damehood
52 Put to work
53 Is borne on
57 French Sudan, 

today
61 It's usually the 

same day as 
Chinese New 
Year

62 What may be 
found between 
two dogs

New athletic fields, 
as well as a parking 
structure, are 
planned for this 
section of the 
Detroit Catholic 
Central High 
School’s campus 
near Twelve Mile 
Road in Novi.
DAVID VESELENAK/ 
HOMETOWNLIFE COM

FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right Find the 
listed words in the grid They may 
run in any direction out always in a 
straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once Ring each word as 
you hnd it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
14 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of tne puzzle.

would be a several-story parking garage 
that students would use to park for 
school and other activities at the cam­
pus.

The city’s planning commission took 
up the development during its Jan. 11 
meeting at the Novi Civic Center. It 
marks one of the biggest developments 
on the school’s property since it relo­
cated to Novi from Redford Township in 
2005.

The parking garage would serve stu­
dents on a daily basis at the school, a so­
lution to a growing problem, Marmul 
said.

"Especially as we look at the master 
plan of the full campus buildout, park­
ing becomes harder to figure out,” he 
said. “It’s on the inside of the driveway. 
There's a big student safety element to 
that.”
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IDO □□□ 
□□□□



(nnnr) HOMETOWNLIFE.COM I THURSDAY. JANUARY 26. 2023 I 7A

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
Promo Code: 364

'Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Micromesh

uPVC Frame

Hanger

A FREE ESTIMATE

Experts Since I980

Electric • Plumbing • Heating ■ Cooling

Waived

Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio
'Rnrrictiofu apply

248-372-99^6

18 Months 
No Interest

A COMPANY OF
LEAFHOME’

•With coupon 
Expires 1/31/23

New or Existing 
Gutters

Restrictions apply. 13 Seer air conditioner 
Equipment discount only. No cash value 

Does not include install kit or coil.

YOUR 5 STAR REMODELER 
FOR MICHIGAN

Over 4,000 done since 2009 • Superior Quality 
& Durability • Energy Efficient Systems • Mold & 

Mildew Resistant • Lifetime Warranty

with a New High Efficiency 
Furnace Install

ALL X.
LOCATIONS

Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Actual payments based on usage. If full credit 
taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by 18 monthly payments of $41.67 

for each $1,(NX> financed If transaction is later, the 18 monthly payments could be as high as $55.56 Financing 

for GreenSkyt* consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMI.S 
#1416362 Free floor upgrade on initial visit only. See estimator for details. Expires: 1/31/2023 i

IM fading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2© 10 and recognised L«afFiH«r as the "fl rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America." Tor those who qualify. One coupon per household No oMgatkm estimate valid lor 1 year •‘Must 
present at time of estimate See Representative for full warranty details Manufactured in Plainwell. Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group m Ohio

AR 10364920922. CA 11035795. CT IHIC 0649905. FL 1CBC056678. M 1RCE 51604. IA IC 127230, LA 1559544. Suffoft MIC lucerne 1H-52229. Ml 
I 2102212966,1262000022 1262000463,12106212946 MD fMHK 111225. MA 1176447 MT 1226192 MN RR731004. NE 150145 NM 1406693 NJ 

113VH09953900.1H-19114. OR 1216294 PA 1PA069383 RI M1354. TN 17656, UT M23330, VA12705160445. WA AEAFFNW822JZ, WV 1WV056912

% OFF
SENIORS I. MILITARY 
ON TOP OF THE 15H!

% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE’

$39 Off
•With coupon 

Cannot be combined 
with other offers

We Move
Let us take care of the 
back breaking work of 
moving your contents! 
Sit back and relax 
knowing we have you 
covered.

We Store
We place your contents ir 
an on-site locked storage 
unit so you can rest 
assured your things are 
dry and safe

We Floor
Watch the 
transformation as we 
liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we 
return and safely place 
your items back.

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER

USA

Garages

Metallic Finish

Basements

Diagnostic

FREE 
Estimates,

Plumbing 
Repair

GUTTER 
PROTECTION

Drain 
Clearing

GETA
Air Conditioner

In Season
Furnace 

Safety Check

Basement Finishing & Remod. 
America's Top Company

rates A ofWs are ava'Ab e our • 't J buyri ww* aptrovtx?r only F.ramng rates *ay aary Dollar and 
ptrfUee'aqe of evd 6* H-e •r«M' t vaM A!- prrxnobons W a fhuww, puf^iate

value on new ordoft or.y Ah ©flea «re /fbd tAxihq n-.r vs?* mur fre »nc!uded -n contra*** to to nwkMtmed.
. C«he* *9M9fr. aptty UHeri rnay net be tr.rnb>ecL

Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection on Every Service Call 
Service Call Charge Waived with Work Performed 
Sarne Day Service
All Our Technicians are Licensed and
Background Checked
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

matrix
HOME SOLUTIONS

248-372-9791
Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details



HEAR

Celebrate the New Year
with NEW FLOORS!

Start 2023 off right: a quick exain might unlock a new you.

FLOOR COVERINGS

248-929-5334

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery Minimum purchase at four Minimum purchase of four

with

(810) 294-4001
734-335-8036

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL. YOU RELAX!*

Call and make your 
appointment today!

'DETAILS Of OFFER Offer expires 1/28/2023 Not valid with other offers or prior 
get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off. and 12 months $0 down. 0 mom

Book a Free In-Home Design Consultation! 
947-600-7060 • bookfci.com

Mimmun puthase of four Interest accrues from the purchase 
date but is waned if paid in full within 12 months

lurchases Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door.
>ly payments. 0% interest when you purchase four

'I used to think feeling exhausted all the time was just part of normal life 
after your twenties. I didn't realize how much hearing loss I had, and how 
much It was wearing me out Go get your hearing checked." 
—Steven C.

’Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only excluding shutters and special orders Buy 1 qualifying window covering and 
receive the 2nd qualifying window covenng of equal or lesser value a! 50% off' Offer excludes installation sales tax shipping 
and handling Not valid on previous purr leases or with any other off** or discount Offer Code BGXB Expires 1/31/2023 
State Contractor and Home Improvement bcenr.es Arizona 321056 California 1006986 Connecticut HIC 0644950 New 
Jersey 13VHO9390200 Oregon 209101 Pennsylvania PA 107656 Tennessee 10020 Washington 3OAYBDB842KS County 
Licenses Nassau County. NY H01073101 Rockland County, NY H-12401 -34-00-00 Licensed through Great Windows 
Services. LLC Virginia 2705172678 West Virginia WV061238 Various City Licenses Available Upon Request t» 2022 3 Day 

Blinds LLC.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HEAR 
MICHIGAN
CENTERS

Hear Michigan 
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., # 1, 
St. Claire Shores 

MI 48082

BUY ONE 
GET ONE

The New Year is a time for all things new, and that can include 
the flooring in your home. Liven up your living space with 
new floors installed by Floor Coverings International*. Sit 
back and relax - with The Flooring Store at Your Door* we’ll 
do it alll From carpet to hardwood, laminate to luxury vinyl 
our Mobile Flooring Showroom*, with over 3,000 options, is 
sure to have the right flooring solution to fit your style and 
your budget. Call now!
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FREE in-home design consultation 
with no obligation!

$250 
OFF 

your entire purchase’

Buy 1 window or door, 
get 1 window or door

40% 
OFF

(4) w more windows ot entry/patio doors between 1/1/2023 and 1/28/2023 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than 
or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order Additional $250 oft your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) 
tequired. taken after initial discountfs). when you purchase by 1/28/2023 Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and 
retired military personnel Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum 
purchase required Subject to credit approval Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by 
federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age. race, color, religion, national origin, gender 
or familial status Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price Available at participating locations pnd offer 
applies throughout the service area See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details License number available upon request 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S 
Environmental Protection Agency "Renewal by Andersen' and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective 
owners ©2023 Andersen Corporation All nghts reserved ©2023 Lead Surge LLC All rights reserved

I Must ww heonng assessment lo quulity lor offer and prowle rolid amoil address lor gilt curd redemption Must nut how received dry 
previous promote ol gift cord offer wilt»n fie post yeor Pteose alow 4 o ween Iw dekwry a gib cord. Zlhese limited lime offers mm notbr 
used m confunctai with any other offer a promote) Recerye up Io $500 off Ihe ram pace of new hearing devices a ay technology lew. 

Often e«p<te 1/31/23

JOIN US FOR OUR SPECIAL 
NEW YEAR'S CELEBRATION EVENT 

From Jan. 1st - 31 st we’re offering a 

>25 GIFT CARD 
of your choice for completing your appointment1 

$500 OFF 
a new pair of hearing aids! -

RENEWAL MBJTA1Y 

brANDERSEN

$0 0 0%
down monthly interest 

payments

3DAYBLINDS
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

Hear Michigan 
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road.
Livonia, MI 48154

Hear Michigan 
Hear Michigan formerly 

Advanced Hearing 
Instruments

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview, Ml 48193

'ounf on
c> personal heating solution that includes

New Year ’s

until 2024!

Schedule your Free Window and Door Diagnosis before January 28!

We re keeping the New Year's celebration going! Take 
advantage of this sales event before January 28!

Th© New Year's promise you 
can keep get your hearing 
exam Don't let hearing loss 
get in the way of your sleep, 
fitness or relationships.
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early on. They lost to Wixom St. Cath­
erine and West Bloomfield, the de­
fending Division 1 state champion, to 
open the season. They were upset by 
league foe Walled Lake Northern. And 
then they lost tough non-conference 
games to Saline and Temperance Bed­
ford from the Southeastern Confer­
ence. But each time, they’ve bounced 
back with big league victories. They’ve 
ended brief losing streaks with wins 
over Milford, Walled Lake Western and

from a year ago, which included Central 
Michigan signee Taylor Anderson and 
four-year starter Ella Krushka.

Outside of Anna Lassan, a future col­
lege player, and Alyssa Melquist, coach 
Rob Leadley was unsure who was even 
going to make the varsity until about a 
week before the season started. But 
they’re rebuilding and plugging in 
pieces left and right to keep their well- 
oiled machine rolling, even without 
freshman Brooke Moyer, who is out with 
an injury.

And then the losses started piling up

Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, January 26, 2023 1 w innnri

You can’t count out the South Lyon 
East girls basketball team.

And that goes for, literally, anything.
Just name it.
The Cougars entered the winter as 

winners of the past two Lake Valley 
Conference championships. But there 
was no way they were going to earn the 
three-peat this time, right? They gradu­
ated five of their top-six contributors

Some of it had to do with it being a 
crosstown rivalry.

In reality, though, it spoke to just 
how much parity is in the Lakes Valley 
Conference this winter.

South Lyon East coach Ron Levin 
knows.

On paper, the Cougars should’ve 
been the runaway favorite Jan. 13 
against visiting South Lyon. Instead, 
they needed a stern talking to at half­
time, an elbow to the face (more on this 
later) and an energetic second-half 
comeback to sneak past the Lions in 
boys basketball, 66-58.

East (6-2, 3-1) is absolutely loaded 
with talent. Jake Fannon is arguably 
one of the best players in the league. 
Sprinkle in a handful of Hometown 
Life All-Area football players in Drew 
Moyer, Jordan Newbill and Caleb 
Gash. And don’t forget about Joey An­
drews and Cameron Crosby as well as 
some more role players.

But South Lyon? It was decimated 
by attrition. The Lions brought in a 
new coach, Jeff Schmitz, and said fare­
well to point guard Logan Doty, big 
man Max Peters and Mr. Do Every­
thing, Coy Plummer, one of the 
school’s best athletes as a starter in 
football, basketball and baseball.

Salem girls basketball coach Rod 
Wells owes a few of his players 12 
smoothies right now.

That’s the deal with him.
If you take a charge in a game, he’ll 

buy you a smoothie as a reward.
So the Rocks (8-5) are averaging al­

most a charge per game and his wallet 
is that much thinner because of it.

Wells calls it playing mind games. 
But, in reality, what he’s doing is 
changing the culture there.

As of Jan. 23, the Rocks were 5-1 in 
the Kensington Lakes Activities Asso­
ciation-West, good enough for second 
place in the division. If the regular sea­
son ended today, they’d be in the KLAA 
tournament.

They entered the week with a six- 
game winning streak (five straight 
against league opponents), which in­
cluded a 62M2 win over Novi on Jan.

South Lyon East could 
3-peat as LVC champions

South Lyon East’s Anna Lassan rebounds during a Lakes Valley Conference girls basketball game Friday, Jan. 13, 2023 
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com

Arbor Prep’s 
former coach 
turning 
around Salem 
basketball

South Lyon 
East boys 
still alive in 
LVC, but 
competition 
is fierce

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN



Wildcats rebuilding, but show signs of growth

helping

Undefeated Marlins enjoying dream season on hardwood

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton’s Omar Suleiman dunks during a KLAA-West boys basketball game
Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023, at Plymouth, tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife com
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Reddy was integral

Late in the third quarter of the Far­
mington Hills Mercy girls basketball 
team's eventual 48-28 win Jan. 19 at 
White Lake Lakeland, Aizlyn Albanese 
toed the foul line for a pair of attempts.

The sophomore made the first.
But while her second shot was still 

sailing through the air, Maya White just 
took off.

Where?
The senior just sprinted back on de­

fense. She just disappeared altogether. 
She didn't even bother battling for the 
rebound, which is wild because, well, 
her job as an almost 6-foot post player is 
to, ya know, battle for the rebounds.

And that just speaks to the type of 
year White and her Mercy teammates 
are having.

Albanese, who scored a game-high 21 
points, has proven to be one of the best 
scorers in Michigan. From a technical 
and fundamental standpoint, there 
aren't many underclassmen as talented 
as her. She rarely misses, whether that's 
pull-up jumpers, catch-and-shoot 3- 
pointers, layups in transition and, as 
White showed us, gimme free throws.

White took off early because she 
knew Albanese wasn't missing. And Al­
banese didn't (she went 4 of 4 on the 
night). ■

For White, she's having, literally, the 
winter most seniors dream about hav­
ing: A perfect season. -

As of Jan. 23, Mercy was 12-0 overall, 
ranked No. 2 in the Associated Press' 
most recent Division 1 poll and a win 
against Dearborn Divine Child on Jan 
24 from finishing its first pass through 
the Catholic League-Central unscathed.

Entering this season. White had a 
great run on the travel ball circuit, 
earned a handful of offers, including a 
Division I opportunity from Detroit 
Mercy, and ultimately wound up signing 
with Grand Valley State University.

She’s one of three captains. She's the 
role model the younger players look up 
to. And her team’s a favorite to win both 
the league and its district (and possibly 
make a run at a regional title if it can 
beat crosstown foe North Farmington, 
which is also undefeated right now, in a 
likely district final matchup).

still trying to learn and figure some stuff 
out and iron out the wrinkles.

‘‘That’s the name of the game, to get 
better every day. It’s a long season, 
though it’s halfway done, and the guys 
are still excited. We took a step back to­
night, but we’ll rebound.”

It might have been a big ask for the 
Wildcats to upset Canton in Meeuw- 
sen’s first game against his former team.

But they were right there in the first 
half.

Their god was to limit Favor and Lake 
Superior State signee Omar Suleiman 
each to 15 points or fewer. And they did. 
Favor had 15, Suleiman added 14 and 
Williams scored 10.

As the team grows, it’ll have to learn

to put away games, especially against 
teams such as Canton, which is poised 
to win the KLAA outright.

“Our game plan was pretty good,” 
Meeuwsen added. “We just need some 
guys to put the ball in the hoop. The plan 
was to get the best possible shot and not 
be in a hurry. We don’t want to go up and 
down if we don’t have to. We have the 
size. It’s good for our team if we get good 
possessions and get a lot of passes. We 
didn’t execute some of the stuff we 
worked on Friday and in practice Satur­
day and Monday. We have to get back to 
work tomorrow and keep executing our 
game.”

Canton coach Jimmy Reddy did not 
respond to a request for an interview.

You could call White the Big Marlin 
on Campus.

And not too many seniors are having 
as much fun as she is.

"I'm really excited because it's senior 
year I have to step up and be a captain, 
so I'm just having fun leading the way 
for others," said White, who scored sev­
en points vs. the Eagles.

The Marlins graduated two key start­

ing forced to sit on the bench with 3:11 
left in the first quarter.

That allowed them to take a 7-6 lead 
into the next period. And then they 
slowed it down some more to keep Can­
ton’s scorers off the stat sheet, despite a 
6-2 run by the Chiefs to close out the 
first half.

And then that was it. The wheels fell 
off entirely in the second half.

What was working for Plymouth in 
the first half couldn’t be replicated in the 
last two quarters, which allowed Canton 
(6-5, 4-0) to take the 57-35 victory and 
maintain sole possession of first place 
in the West.

“We just couldn’t move the ball, and 
that’s a credit to their defense because 
they had a lot of pressure, and we didn’t 
set enough screens or execute how we 
did on Friday (during a 52-50 overtime 
win over Howell),” Meeuwsen said. “It 
wasn’t our effort, and I think we still 
played pretty good defense. They had 57 
points, and the goal was to keep them 
below 50, so we were chasing at times.”

So what happened?
Well, it was the first game back for 6- 

foot-U center Kelvin Amoaka, one of the 
most sought-after recruits in metro De­
troit, who suffered a concussion two 
weeks ago. He hasn’t been able to prac­
tice with the team. So it took a while to 
ease him back into the flow of things. He 
also sat out some time in foul trouble 
but did score a team-best 12 points.

Future Division III college star Bryce 
Garbacz pitched in 10 points, but the 
Wildcats are still trying to find their 
chemistry as a relatively new team. Be­
tween injuries and attrition, a lot of 
players are brand new. Heck, they even 
have three football players who haven’t 
played in years who tried out for the 
team.

Those three — Evan Cosgrove, Idrys 
Cotton and Orlando Daniels — have be­
come contributors.

“Evan’s the captain of the football 
team and he didn’t play last year,” 
Meeuwsen added. “Idrys, big No. 33, has 
got a couple of offers from the MAC in 
Toledo and Miami (Ohio), and he’s a big­
time football player. He's new this year. 
Orlando has a hurt knee, but he hasn’t 
played in maybe two years. We’ve got 
guys trying hard. We just don’t have a lot 
of experience on our team, and we’re

Meeuwsen get the job. In fact, Meeuw­
sen and Reddy are actually coworkers at 
Centennial Middle School in South 
Lyon. They even eat lunch together 
sometimes.

“Scouting for this was definitely dif­
ferent because I didn’t have to watch 
any film to know what those guys do,” 
Meeuwsen said. “I’ve been around their 
program long enough. 1 coached almost 
every one of their guys at the JV level. It 
was definitely a cool experience coach­
ing against them, but, obviously, the big 
picture here is we want to win it. The 
guys on our team want to win, and we’ve 
got to find a way.”

That’s right.
The Wildcats (4-7, 1-3 KLAA-West) 

couldn’t have asked for a better start.
They took advantage of Canton cen­

ter Dante Favor leaving with an injury 
on the game’s second possession and 
even benefiting from guard Caleb Wil­
liams picking up two early fouls and be­

ers from a year ago in Hometown Life 
All-Area first-teamer Sarah Cunning­
ham and Sophia Dugas and, on paper, 
that should make them a less talented 
team.

But they just aren't. They nave state­
ment wins against Warren Regina, rival 
Bloomfield Hills Marian and Ann Arbor 
Father Gabriel Richard, arguably one of 
the top D-2 teams out there, and even

more big victories are about to come.
How are they getting it done?
"It’s really good defense. That's the 

strength of our team," coach Gary Mor­
ris said. "We shoot the ball well. We 
share the ball, but it's the defense. Espe­
cially from the guard play from (Lauren 
Smiley and Fran DeNardo). They set the 
tone, and then Maya is really good, too. 
It's those three seniors setting the tone, 
and the other kids follow suit."

White was a strong player as a junior, 
but she's improved tenfold on both of­
fense and defense since the Marlins lost 
to eventual state champion West 
Bloomfield in the regional semifinal in 
2021-22. And her leadership has im­
proved tremendously, which allows her 
to, in fact, set the tone.

She credits her time with the Michi­
gan Storm AAU program with helping 
with that improvement.

She got to work with Storm coach 
Shane Lawal, who is a former profes­
sional player. If you're a passionate fan 
of girls basketball, you've probably run 
into him before. At 6-10, he's hard to 
miss, plus he was the coach at state 
power Detroit Renaissance up until the 
NBA's Sacramento Kings hired him to be 
an assistant before this season started.

He taught her how to battle in the 
post. He helped her develop confidence 
as a leader. And he encouraged her to 
add some range to her shots.

Not too many weekends passed over 
the summer where Lawal wasn't brag 
ging on Twitter about White's growth as 
a player.

"He trained me all summer and the 
summer before that, too," White added. 
"We do post work and, obviously, he's 
tall, and he can dunk. He just helped me 
improve and become a better post play­
er and outside player, too.

"1 miss him. I miss him a lot, though, I 
still talk to him, too."

This hasn't been a free ride for the 
Marlins. A lot of work has gone into their 
undefeated season.

But not much has gone wrong for 
them either. Not even Albanese missing 
free throws.

And White is enjoying every second 
of it.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

You either weren't at the game or 
were purposefully ignoring Andrew 
Meeuwsen if you didn't see it.

Almost every time the Plymouth boys 
basketball team pulled down a defen­
sive rebound against Canton in the 
opening half, the first-year coach would 
throw up both hands and calmly make a 
“slow-down-and-be-patient” motion 
toward whichever one of his guards was 
about to bring the ball up the floor.

That was the game plan for the re­
building Wildcats on Jan. 17.

Let’s slow it down, eat some time off 
the clock and make the most out of each 
possession. Let’s pass the ball around 
until we can get a high-percentage scor­
ing opportunity.

It wasn’t necessarily stalling, but it 
definitely was about mitigating Can­
ton’s star-studded lineup from turning a 
close Park rivalry matchup into an abso­
lute blowout.

And, for the most part, that strategy 
worked. And, of course, Meeuwsen 
knew it would work. He would know the 
best way to slow down the Chiefs. He 
was on Canton coach Jimmy Reddy’s 
staff for the past three years.

Brandon Folsom 
Hometownlife.com

Brandon Folsom 
Hometownlife.com

Farmington Hills Mercy’s Maya White scores down low during a girls basketball 
game Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023, at White Lake Lakeland.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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‘CAPTAIN GOAL’
Pouliot’s shorthanded tally lifts Hartland over Stevenson

HARTLAND — A successful hockey 
team needs unselfish players like Nick 
Halonen, who don’t mind if they’re not 
scoring goals or that their contributions 
are largely unnoticed by outsiders.

Of course, a successful hockey team 
also needs players like Ben Pouliot, who 
can be counted on to produce big goals 
in big games.

Hartland is fortunate to have both 
players, as well as a nice mix of others 
who combined forces to make the Ea­
gles a vastly improved team from the 
one that first faced Livonia Stevenson 
the night before Thanksgiving.

Pouliot’s shorthanded goal with 2:43 
left in the game gave fifth-ranked Har­
tland a 4-3 victory over third-ranked 
Stevenson on Jan. 18 in a clash of state 
Division 1 contenders at Hartland 
Sports Center.

It was the second goal of the game for 
Pouliot, who had gone five straight 
games without a goal. Halonen scored 
the other two Hartland goals, including 
the tying score on the power play with 
12:23 remaining in the game.

Halonen has seven goals in 15 games, 
scoring in four of his last seven games 
after doing so only once in his first eight.

“I don’t necessarily take that as my 
role,” Halonen said. “1 look to bring more 
intensity. To be able to bury a few feels 
good. I’m not quite worried about that.”

Hartland coach Rick Gadwa said Ha­
lonen’s effort was contagious.

“He was phenomenal,” Gadwa said. 
“His compete level, it’s what we really 
addressed before the game. It was just 
110% from start to finish. He was upset 
he turned the puck over late. He was up­
set at himself at that. I just look at his 
response to that to continue to fight to 
get the puck back, to make sure he 
works at getting it back out. He just had 
no quit in him, and the rest of the team 
responded.”

Both of Halonen’s goals tied the 
score, as Stevenson took three one-goal 
leads before Pouliot gave the Eagles 
their first lead of the night.

Brighton rallies again 
ends 8-year winless 
streak vs. Hartland

HARTLAND — When everyone had 
settled down, at least somewhat, from 
all the excitement, Kurt Kivisto’s first 
message was a reminder of why every 
player in that room chose to play for 
Brighton.

“This is why you play high school 
hockey, for games like that,” he said.

If Kivisto or his Hartland counter­
part, Rick Gadwa, ever need to sell a 
prospect on the benefits of playing for 
their schools, they need only push play 
on the video of Friday night’s rivalry 
battle between the neighboring state 
powers.

“That’s a really fun game, a really, 
really good team, a really neat environ­
ment,” Kivisto said. “A lot of momentum 
changes in that game tonight.”

Video may not quite do justice to the 
atmosphere on and off the ice in a jam- 
packed Hartland Sports Center. Nothing 
beats the experience of actually being in 
the bam, watching two teams with state 
championship aspirations trade blows 
until Brighton sophotnore defenseman 
Ryan Watkins landed the haymaker.

Watkins snapped a shot from the top 
of the right circle 1:33 into overtime to 
give the Bulldogs a 5-4 victory, their first 
over Hartland in nearly eight years.

One of the most inexplicable winless 
streaks in high school sports was finally 
over. Brighton was 0-10-2 against Har­
tland since winning 1-0 on Feb. 21, 2015. 
During that streak, the Bulldogs won 
two state Division 1 championships, fin­
ished runner-up twice and beat many 
other state heavyweights multiple 
times. Seven of Hartland’s victories 
were by one goal.

"Obviously, they’re a really good 
team,” Kivisto said. “They’ve had a tre­
mendous amount of success during that 
time. It’s a really good rivalry. It prob­
ably means a little more now being 
they're Division 1 and there's a chance

Stevenson’s Owen Penny opened the 
scoring at 7:04 of the first period, only to 
have Halonen tie it 73 seconds later.

Penny made it 2-1 at 4:01 of the sec­
ond and Pouliot responded at 8:46 with 
a shot from behind the goal line that 
banked in off goalie Riley Martin.

The Spartans regained the lead when 
Andrew Clark knocked in a rebound 
with 2:53 left in the second period.

On his second goal, just like his first,
Halonen was rewarded for going to the 
net to score on a rebound with 12:23 re- 
mainingK

“I just felt like I had a lot of energy to­
night,” Halonen said “We were throw­
ing a lot of pucks to the net. They just 
happened to bounce right there. I was 
there, right spot, right time.”

Halonen was in the penalty box serv­
ing a hooking minor when Pouliot 
scored the game-winner. An errant Ste­
venson pass on the power play turned 
into a critical icing call, bringing the fa­
ceoff to the right of Martin.

Hartland’s lan Kastamo, who won big 
draws all night, got the puck back to de­
fenseman Braden Pietila, who sent a 
cross-ice pass to Pouliot in the right cir­
cle. Pouliot moved around defenseman 
Dillon McCallion and put a shot be­
tween the pads of Martin from close 
range for his 11th goal of the season.

“All of us have to step up,” Pouliot 
said. “That’s what we did. We had a 
bunch of guys out there, did the right 
play, scored a goal and won the game.”

It was the type of big-time goal a 
coach wants to see from a senior captain 
who made all-state as a junior.

"You’re on a (penalty kill) and he’s 
doing his job there,” Gadwa said. “You 
don’t expect him to score. Then he goes 
and puts the puck in the net. It’s just a 
captain goal. Obviously, in a time for us 
when we need to start climbing, your 
captain getting your game-winner, 
there’s just nothing better than that”

Hartland has gone 11-2 since starting 
the season 0-2. The second loss was a 
3-0 decision to Stevenson in which the 
Eagles were outshot 29-22. Hartland 
outshot the Spartans in the rematch, 
40-18.

“They played a really, really solid 

we see them at USA Arena later in the 
season.”

The bounces that always seemed to 
go Hartland's way finally broke in favor 
of the Bulldogs.

On the winning goal, Brighton for­
ward Cameron Duffany was without his 
stick but managed to bat down a clear­
ing attempt with a gloved hand and kick 
the puck into the comer. Having re­
gained his stick, he kept in another 
clearing attempt and got the puck back 
to defenseman Mason Blow.

Blow’s shot from the left point went 
wide, but the puck came around the 
boards to Watkins, who stepped in from 
his position on the line to fire the game­
winner over the catching glove of left­
handed goalie Brady Hubenschmidt.

So, how did it feel to score the goal 
that finally ended years of frustration 
against the Eagles?

“It’s hard to breathe under there,” 
said Watkins, who wound up at the bot­
tom of a pile of players in a celebration 
typically reserved for championships.

Besides the oxygen deprivation?
"I know it means a ton to our coaches, 

so it’s awesome to beat them,” Watkins 
said. "We beat them for our coaches and 
the rest of our team and the guys before 
us, too.”

It looked like Hartland would extend 
its unbeaten streak against Brighton 
when second-period goals by Braden 
Pietila at 9:52 and Luca DiGirolamo at 
12:33 gave the Eagles a 2-0 lead entering 
the third.

The Bulldogs weren’t fazed by the 
deficit. This would be the third time they 
rallied to win from a multiple-goal def­
icit against a state-ranked KLAA team 
this season, enabling them to win the 
West Division with a 10-0 record.

Brighton beat Livonia Stevenson 4-2 
on Dec. 16 when Lane Petit scored four 
unanswered goals in the final 6:57. On 
Wednesday, the Bulldogs fell behind 3-0 
to Salem before rallying to win, 5-3.

Hartland’s Jack L'Esperance (18) carries the puck while pursued by Livonia 
Stevenson's Andrew. Clark during the Eagles’ 4-3 victory Wednesday, Jan. 18, 
2023. TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

game, even when we got a lead,” Steven­
son coach David Mitchell said. "We 
weren’t very good defensively in our 
own zone, but they had a lot to do with 
that. Give them a lot of credit.

“They structured it up pretty well to­
day. We tried to do some things to com­
bat it. They got through us. They’re just 
a solid, solid hockey team. They’ve got a 
lot of really high-end players. When 
they get chances to score, they finish.”

The first Hartland-Stevenson game 
didn’t count in the KLAA standings, but 
this one did. The result means even 
more is at stake in the rivalry game be­
tween Brighton and Hartland at 7:30 
p m. Friday at Hartland Sports Center. 
Brighton is 9-0 in the KLAA West with 
one game left and Hartland is 7-0 with 

games remaining against Brighton, Sa­
lem and Plymouth.

Brighton would win the division with 
a victory. If Hartland wins, the Eagles 
still need to win one of their two remain­
ing games to represent the West in the 
KLAA championship game

In the East Division, Salem is 6-2 and 
Stevenson is 5-2, with both teams losing 
Wednesday. Stevenson has the head- 
to-head tie-breaker, having won 3-2 on 
Dec. 14.

"We’ll be OK," Mitchell said. "To­
night, they’re tough lessons for us. It’s a 
little humbling. It’s a little message to us 
we have to do things right all the time.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan(6> 
gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter 
t&BillKhan.



Redford Thurston gains confidence as playoffs approach
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Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!

ston has won four of its last six games. 
It’s much improved since facing the Pa­
triots on Dec. 2. If it gets Franklin again 
in the district quarterfinal or semifinal, 
it could make a game out of it, for sure.

It’ll all come down to getting a favor­
able draw.
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Redford Thurston’s Mariam Camara scores down low during a girls basketball 
game Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023. brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

in Thurston’s district.
Dearborn Heights Crestwood, a 

league opponent the Eagles face on Fri­
day, is in its district.

Sure, Livonia Franklin beat Thurston 
42-23 in the season opener, but this is a 
different Eagles team right now. Thur-

Redford Thurston's 66-23 victory 
over Westland John Glenn on Jan. 18 
should give the Eagles some swagger 
and confidence that it can win a playoff 
game or two in March.

But if it proves not to be the shot in 
the arm they need before the Division 1 
districts begin, perhaps guard Taryn 
Colston can give the team a lesson in 
showing out.

After hitting a tough shot in the first 
half, the freshman raced back on de­
fense all while high-stepping and wav­
ing her arms in the air exactly like Deion 
Sanders used to do decades ago in the 
NFL.

Thurston (5-6, 4-2) sits in an inter­
esting position. It hasn’t been mathe­
matically eliminated from its league 
race, but, honestly, the Western Wayne 
Athletic Conference championship is 
likely already wrapped up. Romulus is 
6-0 in the conference and is one of the 
better D-2 programs in Michigan. It’ll 
likely finish 14-0 and repeat as champi­
ons.

So what else is there for Thurston to 
work for?

Yeah, it has winnable games left on 
its regular-season schedule. But it also 
might have a handful of winnable 
games coming during the district tour­
nament.

Think about what a playoff victory 
could do for a growing program’s confi­
dence.

Unfortunately, the Eagles’ district 
draw has Wayne Memorial, which is 
coming off a final four Breslin Center ap­
pearance and returns two starters who 
were recently named McDonald’s All­
American nominees in Georgetown sig­
nee Mayla Ham and North Dakota 
pledge Paris Bass. Plus, the Zebras have 
Colleena Bryant, arguably the best 
sophomore point guard in the state. If 
Wayne doesn’t win a district title, it’d be 
a shocker.

But if Thurston doesn’t draw Wayne 
early on, it has winnable matchups in 
the first two rounds of districts.

John Glenn, which the Eagles beat 
via a running clock thanks to a 3-pointer 
from Jenac’y Cardwell late in the third 
quarter that activated the mercy rule, is

But the Eagles definitely have a fight­
ing chance to make it to the district final.

“Yes, definitely,” Thurston coach 
Pysche Gray said when asked if beating 
John Glenn gives the Eagles confidence 
they can win in the playoffs. “I definitely 
agree on the confidence.”

So who’s going to help them get 
there?

That's guard Samara Mackey, who 
scored 21 points and knocked down four 
3-pointers against the Rockets. The 
freshman has unshakeable confidence 
when driving to the hoop and plays well 
beyond her age.

That’s small forward Makayla 
Hughes, who’s almost 6 feet tall and is 
interchangeable as a wing and post 
player. The junior scored 23 points, 
most of it by way of doing the dirty work 
in the paint (rebounds, putbacks and 
using her strength to leverage open 
shots during out-of-bounds plays).

That’s Mariam Camara, another 
strong post player whose senior leader­
ship helps the Eagles stay organized. 
And she can battle down low as well, as 
shown by her eight points.

If Thurston can put it all together, 
don’t be surprised if they upset some­
one in the playoffs. And if it happens, 
expect even more high-stepping from 
Colston and the rest of the Eagles.

BRIEFLY: Let’s call it a Title IX cele­
bration with a twist.

The original idea for Westland John 
Glenn’s annual Honoring Our Heroes 
night was to celebrate a local police offi­
cer, firefighter or person in the commu­
nity who makes a significant impact.

Since this year is the 50th anniversa­
ry of Title IX — a civil rights law that pro­
hibits sex-based discrimination in 
schools that receive funds from the fed­
eral government and has been a boon for 
women’s sports over the years — the 
Rockets chose to celebrate their female 
coaches.

During halftime of John Glenn’s Jan. 
10 basketball doubleheader against rival 
Wayne Memorial, the school honored its 
female coaches, while some even spoke 
at halftime of one of the games about 
the importance of Title IX and what it 
means to the Rockets’ athletics pro­
grams.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandonj.

Call 888-330-0634
or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Livonia Franklin

Livonia Franklin football to open 2023 season at Dexter
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Dave Chiola
Livonia Franklin wrestling coach

Sterling Heights Stevenson at 
(Aug. 25)

Canton will face Temperance 
ford (TBD)

Plymouth will face Traverse 
Central (TBD)

Carrying Dexter to a 12-1 season was 
Michigan signee Cole Cabana. The 
Dreadnaughts won the SEC-Red, beat 
South Lyon for a district title and topped 
Midland in the regional championship. 
Their season ended with a 20-17 loss to 
Forest Hills Central in the state semifi-

Livonia Franklin wrestling coach Dave Chiola recently earned his 400th career 
victory, livonia franklin athletics/courtesy photo

Belleville will face River Rouge (TBD) 
Dearborn Fordson will face Macomb

Dakota (TBD)

division titles, 16 district champion­
ships and one regional title.

He’§ also coached two wrestlers to 
individual state championships.

The Patriots have a chance to add 
more hardware to their trophy case 
when both the individual and team dis­
trict tournaments take place Feb. 8-11. 
Team state finals are slated for Feb. 24­
25 at Wings Event Center in Kalamazoo 
while the individual state champion­
ship is March 3-4 at Ford Field in De­
troit.

This non-conference matchup was 
made possible thanks to a change this 
past offseason in how the Kensington 
Lakes Activities Association makes its 
schedule.

Previously, each conference member 
would play seven divisional games dur­
ing Weeks 2-8 as well as play a cross­
over game with an opponent from the 
other division in Weeks 1 and 9.

The league voted to no longer make 
crossover matchups mandatory in 
Week 1 so teams can schedule an oppo­
nent of their choice from outside of the

KLAA. That’s an excellent change for re­
building teams looking to play a more 
winnable game in Week 1 or for a strong 
team hoping to challenge itself by facing 
a state power. It also allows programs to 
schedule games with opponents out of 
state.

Here’s a list of the other non-con­
ference games already planned for 
Week 1 around the KLAA:

Northville will face Clarkston (TBD) 
Salem will face Utica Ford (TBD) 
Howell will face Hudsonville (TBD) 
Hartland will face East Kentwood 

(TBD)
Season openers for Wayne Memorial 

and Brighton have not been publicly an­
nounced yet.

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(Sifolsombrandonj.

Dearborn at Detroit Catholic Central 
(Aug. 24)

Redford Union at Westland John
Glenn (Aug. 24)

Livonia Churchill at New Boston Hu­
ron (Aug. 24)

Livonia Franklin at Dexter (Aug. 25)
Livonia Stevenson will face Lake 

Orion (TBD)

Livonia Franklin’s Jan. 18 victory over 
rival Livonia Churchill gave Franklin 
wrestling coach Dave Chiola the 400th 
win of his 43-year career.

“Four-hundred wins is nice consider­
ing my second year here we only had 
one win,” Chiola wrote in a statement to 
Hometown Life. “Each year brings dif­
ferent challenges, but it’s the losses that 
drives us to get better, not the wins.”

Chiola had coached at Redford Bish­
op Borgess, Wayne Memorial, Livonia 
Stevenson and Garden City before final­
ly landing with the Patriots, who he’s 
coached for the past 23 seasons.

Since arriving at Franklin, he’s 
coached the program to 17 Livonia City 
championships, three Western Lakes 
league championships, six KLAA-East

Colder climates can clash pr 
with your home’s foundation.

wrestling coach earns 
400th career win

“Each year brings different 
challenges, but it’s the losses 
that drives us to get better, 
not the wins.”

Livonia Franklin football will kick off 
the 2023 season Aug. 25 at Dexter.

The two programs signed the con­
tract for the game earlier this week, ac­
cording to Patriots athletic director 
Dusty Hall, who confirmed the news 
with Hometown Life on Friday.

The Patriots were 10-2 overall last 
season as they placed second in the 
KLAA-East behind eventual state 
champion Belleville, defeated Temper­
ance Bedford to claim a district champi­
onship and bowed out of the postseason 
with a 32-25 loss to Birmingham Groves 
in the regional final. Leading the way for 
Franklin was running back Cordell Ma- 
bins Jr., Hometown Life’s Player of the 
Year.
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Boys
Continued from Page 1B

South Lyon East's Jake Fannon attempts a layup.

Obituaries
Continued from Page 1B

Thomas F. Verran

r _ ---i

locked up for the win.”
The best news is the win put the Cougars just a half­

game behind Northern (9-3, 6-1) for first place in the 
LVC standings.

"It’s nice because we're on a little bit of a trajectory 
right now,” Leadley said. "We lost Brooke Moyer earlier 
in the season, and that kind of hurt us a bit. I think the 
rest of the kids have picked it up We're starting to play 
a little more together. It’s not a team that has played a 
lot together. Even in the summer, we really didn’t play 
that much together because we have a bunch of kids 
who are softball and soccer players. Now they’re all 
coming together, and we’re just learning each other.

“We’re still in it as far as the league, and we want to 
win it again. It’s definitely a big goal for the girls. 
They’re a little disappointed with that loss to Northern, 
but, hopefully, they’ll be in a situation where we can 
take care of that because that’s a big goal of ours, win­
ning the league championship and making some noise 
in districts."

There will be more challenges ahead for the Cou­
gars, who started the winter as a rebuilding team not 
expected to compete for a league championship, but at 
least one thing’s certain: You can’t count them out.

Twitter: ^ofoLsombrandonj

"After 1 got hit in the face, I went off after that,” said 
Andrews as he pointed to a spot above his lip where 
Braun's elbow accidentally made contact with him. "I 
don’t know what happened, really. We came out slow, 
but we knew we were a better team than we showed. 
We weren’t playing as hard as we could. And then we 
started dialing it in after halftime. Our coach gave us a 
good speech at halftime. After that, we were dialed in 
and knew we couldn’t lose on our home court. He just 
told us to lock in, dial in and get ready.”

And that’s what we should expect in the league go­
ing forward.

There’s so much parity that any team can pull off 
the upset. The Lions didn’t get it done this time, but it 
wouldn’t be a shocker if they did during the rematch on 
Feb. 10.

Brandon Folsom covers high school sports in metro 
Detroit for Hometown Life. Follow him on Twitter 
@folsombrandonj.

SALEM - Thomas E Verran, age 78, a lifelong 
resident of Salem, passed away January 13, 2023. 
He was born on July 23, 1944 in Livonia, Mich­
igan; son of Fred and Laura (Me Avoy) Verran. 
He graduated from South Lyon High School; 
Class of 1962. In 1965, Thomas was drafted into 
the United States Army and proudly served his 
country during the Vietnam War.

Thomas grew up on his family’s farm in Salem 
where he learned to appreciate the dynamics of 
running a farm. Upon his discharge from the 
Army, he returned home and chose a career with 
the Washtenaw County Road Commission as a 
Truck Driver. In 2000, Thomas retired and devoted 
his time to enjoying his hobbies.

He spent most of his free time in his garage 
woodworking. He created beautiful cutting boards, 
picture frames, and jewelry boxes. Thomas also 
liked tinkering around his property and driving 
his tractor. He was a natural fix-it guy and spent 
many hours fixing his old farm equipment and 
helping his friends and neighbors do the same. 
Thomas liked being outdoors and boating. He will 
be remembered for his woodworking talents and 
his unsolicited generosity.

Thomas is survived by his sons, Dale (Jane) Ver­
ran and John Verran; his brother Dale (Mary Lou) 
Verran; and his grandchildren, Lindsey Verran, 
Jake Verran, Dylan Verran, and Thomas Verran. 
He was preceded in death by his parents.

Private services were held. The family requests 
memorial contributions be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, PO Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 
66675-8516 or to Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
2900 Rocky Point Drive, Tampa, Florida 33607.

White Lake Lakeland (and the Eagles are pretty tal­
ented, too).

But perhaps the best example of not counting out 
the Cougars (6-5, 6-2) came Jan. 13 against rival 
South Lyon.

They fumbled a four-point lead following the 
opening period and found themselves trailing for 
most of the game. In fact, they were held scoreless 
for almost the entire second quarter until Sophia 
Propps and Lassan made back-to-back baskets in 
the waning moments of the half.

But the Lions, a scrappy team currently sitting in 
the middle of the LVC standings, just wouldn’t 
budge. Every time East scratched and clawed its 
way back, South Lyon would make a play to stay 
ahead Melquist hit a basket to make it a two-point 
game in the third, but Isabella Nooe buried a buzz­
er-beater to ensure the Lions would take a five- 
point advantage into the fourth.

Lassan, who scored a game-high 22 points, 
knocked down a long jumper with 3:04 left to give 
the Cougars their first lead since the 4-minute mark 
of the second quarter. And then Propps hit a jumper 
from almost the same spot to extend it. East wound 
up scoring 10 of the final 13 points to ensure the 46­
35 victory.

“I think you just got to keep at it,” Leadley said 
about chipping away at the Lions’ lead. "The girls 
were saying they settled down in the second half, 
but it maybe took us longer. It took us until about 
the fourth quarter to really settle down. It seemed 
like in the second half, particularly in the fourth 
quarter, we got stops and rebounds. That gave us 
more opportunities, and I think that was a big part 
of it .”

Melquist pitched in eight points, but the four free 
throws she made in the bonus in the final few min­
utes were key to the Cougars actually holding onto 
the comeback win.

"Yeah, I love games like this,” the senior said. 
"Those tied games make it really fun for people to 
watch. When I got to the line, I just knew I had to 
make those to make our lead greater. We had, I think 
it was, a six-point lead, and then we made it a 10- 
point lead. Our defense was just tight, and we

It wouldn’t be unfair to call the 1-8 Lions a rebuilding 
project.

Except it’s just not.
This year, more than any year in the past decade or 

so, the LVC is wide open. Through five league nights, 
we have Walled Lake Western and Waterford Mott, last 
year’s league champion, at 4-1 overall and tied for first 
place in the standings, South Lyon East and White 
Lake Lakeland at 3-1 and Milford at 3-2. And the Lions’ 
lone win? That was over Waterford Kettering.

You could ask why East didn’t pound South Lyon. 
But, honestly, we have a Catholic League-Central-like 
conference race playing out right in front of us. Every 
night one good team is going to lose to another good 
team.

The Cougars were just thankful they didn’t lose to 
their neighbors out west and drop in the standings.

“This is the fifth year (I’ve been the head coach), and 
this is the toughest, top to bottom, the LVC has ever 
been,” Levin said. “There is really no nights off. And 
there are, really, five teams right now that could win 
the league. It really wouldn’t be a shock. So we’ve had 
years where it’s been (a conference champion at) 16-0 
or 15-L I think it’s going to be three or four losses for 
whoever wins the league, for sure.”

So what happened?
For one, South Lyon had a response for every bucket 

East made in the opening half.
For two, the Lions just wanted it more in the first 

half. Graham Braun sank four field goals for eight 
points and six Lions in all found the stat sheet as they 
took a 27-26 lead into halftime.

South Lyon East's Alyssa Melquist drives to the 
basket during a Lakes Valley Conference girls 
basketball game Friday, Jan. 13, 2023.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNUFE.COM

“We didn't quite play East basketball in the first 
half,” Levin said.

The fifth-year coach reminded the Cougars what 
exactly East basketball looks like in the locker room.

"It was a large crowd and (lots of) fans, and we did a 
lot of stuff that we’ve never done before,” Levin said. 
"Not sharing the ball on offense, not sprinting the floor. 
Basically, the message was: Get back to playing the 
way we play.”

Some of the Cougars heeded that message right 
away.

But for Andrews, it actually took being on the re­
ceiving end of an incidental elbow from Braun before 
he got out of his own slump and scored 11 of his team’s 
40 points in the second half. His energy was a catalyst 
that helped the team complete the comeback.

Fannon, who scored 13 points, iced the win with a 
layup in the final minute, putting the Cougars ahead by

South Lyon East’s Joey Andrews grabs a rebound 
during a Lakes Valley Conference boys basketball 
game Friday, Jan. 13, 2023.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Salem coach Rod Wells talks to his players

Coach
Continued from Page 1B

Brighton
Continued from Page 3B

He stepped away from the program to 
try his hand at coaching in college at 
Michigan-Dearborn, but Arbor Prep has 
continued to bully the rest of the state. 
They’ve played in three more state finals 
since his departure, which included the 
Gators edging Kent City 54-50 in last 
year’s Division 2 state championship.

So what’s changed?
“It’s just a matter of mindset,” said ju­

nior Madison Morson, who scored a ca­
reer-best 37 points vs. the Wildcats. 
"Against the bigger-named schools like 
Hartland, Brighton and Howell, some of 
our teammates used to be like, ‘Oh my 
God, they’re so good. They’re historical­
ly good.’ Then they’ll be unprepared for 
the game and overestimate them. But 
we’ll also go into games against teams 
that aren’t as good and underestimate 
them, too. It’s just a matter of mindset, 
and we’ve been on top of it as far as get­
ting mentally prepared.”

Wells knows a little something about 
creating winning cultures.

He’s the one who helped Ypsilanti Ar­
bor Prep turn the corner and become a 
state power. He guided the Gators to 
their first state championship in 2016 (a 
53-37 win over Traverse City St. Fran-

IKrtyp Fries Septorter May 91541100 tm 
Memory Day-Uta Dey 1000 am 
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Salem’s Shahd Bakkar shoots a free throw during a KLAA-West girls basketball 
game Friday, Jan. 20, 2023. photos by brandon folsom/hometownlife.com
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And despite graduating four-star 
Mya Petticord, who signed with Texas 
A&M, Arbor Prep, which is currently 
ranked No. lin the most recent Associat­
ed Press D-3 poll, is set up to compete 
for another state title.

Wells has brought that champion­
ship-level expectation to Salem’s prac­
tices.

And it’s already paid dividends.
Take a look at some of the Rocks’ 

wins. They beat Walled Lake Northern, 
which is currently in first place in the 
Lakes Valley Conference, by 21 points. 
They beat Hartland, last year’s D-l state 
runner-up, by 10. They edged Northville 
by a point, and the Mustangs were pre­
dicted by many to win the West.

“You’ve got to respect the game, but 
you can’t worry about the jersey on the 
other side,” the second-year coach said. 
“They’ve been so intimidated by the 
other jerseys that they don’t play their 
regular style. We’ve got to worry about 
what Salem does. It’s just confidence. 
And they believe in themselves now. We 
had a great summer. We beat a lot of 
good teams, and they’re believing in 
themselves, and it’s just confidence. 
The mental thing is gone now. They be­
lieve they can play basketball. They be­
lieve we can keep a lead. When a team 
gives them their best shot, they do a 
good job of handling it.”

Salem lost five of its first seven 
games, which includes a four-game los­

ing streak, but that can be explained.
Morson, one of the top junior recruits 

in Michigan, was unavailable to play 
then. She missed a week of preseason 
practice in November because her fam­
ily went on a cruise. And then she 
missed another two weeks with an an­
kle injury. So the Rocks were forced to 
play without their centerpiece. Not only 
did that riddle their confidence some, 
but it forced them to retool their team 
chemistry on the fly.

“I’m still not even in shape right now,” 
the shooting guard said.

So that’s a scary thought. The Rocks 
are getting hot at the right time. They 
have a chance to steal a win back from 
Brighton in their rematch with the Bull­
dogs on Jan. 27. And it wouldn’t be a 
shocker if they end up playing for the 
KLAA championship, which should be a 
likely matchup against Wayne Memori­
al, a final-four team a year ago.

"Now that we’ve won a couple of 
games, I think the confidence level of 
this team and the morale has been very, 
very high,” said point guard Shahd Bak - 
kar, a Rochester College commit. “So go­
ing into today’s game (vs. Novi), we 
knew we had to put our best foot for­
ward, but we also knew that we could 
win. Last season we had a bunch of 
tweaks we had to fix, and this season 
we’re doing good. The team morale has 
been going up. Even in practice, the in­
tensity is high and the ehergy is going

Bakkar and Morson have been the 
team's go-to one-two punch. But Salem 
also has plenty of talent surrounding its 
future college players.

That’s small forward Ashley Kopacko 
helping with ballhandling duties, 
swinging the ball around the arc and hit­
ting big shots. That’s power forwards 
Leilah Howard and Allie Staudle and 
small forward Abby Resovsky battling 
for rebounds down low. And that’s Isa­
belle Kulick playing well above her size 
with timely jumpers here and there.

The Rocks are only 10 deep, but they 
each know their roles. And that makes 
them dangerous.

“They understand what I want, and 
they’re OK with it," Wells said. “They 
understand my standards are high. 
Their expectations are high. They be­
lieve in themselves. That’s the deal we 
have here.”

Two years ago, before Wells arrived 
on campus, the Rocks were a two-win 
team and finished last in the league. 
Now they have a chance to win a KLAA 
title.

The cost? A lot of hard work in prac­
tice, a culture change within the locker 
room and an expensive tab for Wells at 
Tropical Smoothie.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter &>folsom- 
brandonj.

to beat them.”
Watkins’ contributions for the Bull­

dogs don’t usually make the highlight 
reels.

"He’s really, really good defensively, 
probably our best defensive defense­
man,” Kivisto said. “If s really neat to see 
him chip in offensively like that.”

Gadwa couldn’t be too upset with the 
performance of his team, which outshot 
Brighton, 31-25. The Eagles were coming 
off a 4-3 come-from-behind victory over 
Stevenson two nights earlier.

“These two teams, every time they 
get together, you don’t know what 
you’re going to get, except a really good 
hockey game,” Gadwa skid. “That’s 
what it was. Tip of the hat to Brighton; 
they made some adjustments, and it 
paid off. They’ve got a not-quit in therp 
that’s impressive.

"Credit to us. It didn’t go our way as 
well and we still fought back. We pulled 
the goalie. It’s just a really good hockey 
game altogether. I think both teams will 
try to go look at their mistakes and seal 
those up a bit. I like what we did this 
week and I think we’re moving in the 
right direction.”

Brighton will host Stevenson or Sa­
lem in the KLAA championship game at 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 10 at Kensington Valley 
Ice House. Stevenson and Salem are 
tied for first in the East at 6-2 with two 
league games remaining. Stevenson 
owns the head -to-head tie-breaker.
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"We know we can win the game, even 
if we’re down,” Petit said. "We have that 
mentality 24/7 that we re going to win 
the game. It carries through the locker 
room, carries through the bench and 
you can see it carries on the ice, and 
things like that happen.”

Petit kick-started Brighton’s latest 
rally by scoring at 4:44 and 8:32 of the 
third to tie the game, 2-2.

Ian Kastamo put Hartland back on 
top 19 seconds later.

The Bulldogs kept coming, tying the 
game 3-3 on a goal by Dominic Vincent 
with 6:36 left and taking their first lead 
with 2:50 remaining when Evan Woh- 
lart roofed a shot from close range on a 
two-on-one.

Hartland pulled its goalie and forced 
overtime when Pietila put a wrist shot 
through traffic from the right point with 
1:09 left in the third period.

On a team with plenty of firepower, it 
was a defenseman with only one goal 
this season who buried the overtime 
winner.

"I saw the puck coming off in like an 
open lane to shoot it,” Watkins said. “I 
just wanted to rip it and it got in. It was 
awesome. That's a great team there and 
they’re our biggest rival, so it feels good
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Kuma IT Services Seeks PEGA 
Senior System Architect. Must have 
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Altimetrik Seeks Softwore Engineer 
Must have MS in Computer Science, 
Softwore Engineering, or related, or 
a BS in the same with 5+ yrs. of exp 
Work site: Southfield, Ml Multiple 
positions available Apply resumeoO 
altimetrlk.com________________________
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