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Tapper’s Jewelry at 
Eight Mile and Haggerty

Perhaps the most recognizable devel
opment in the city is the new Tapper's 
jewelry store being constructed on the 
northeast corner of Eight Mile and Hag
gerty roads.

Replacing the former Big Boy that 
closed several years ago, the store will 
sell high-end jewelry. Signage appears 
on the building, including the back of it

Tapper's is finishing a new building at 
Eight Mile and Haggerty in Novi.

Plymouth Christian Academy has 
answered its biggest question
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A new hotel under construction at 13 Mile and the M-S freeway. The website for the hotel indicates it's taking 
reservations for guests beginning in late April, photos by david veselenak/hometownlife.com

facing Interstate 275. Crews continue to 
work inside the building to prepare it for 
its opening.

McCready said the company’s origi
nal goal was to open by Valentine's Day, 
but wasn’t sure if that was still taking 
place. A message seeking more details 
on opening was sent to the company but 
not returned.

The project was originally reviewed 
by the city’s planning commission in 
2021.

NOVI - Liz Harper is worried about 
what a land swap between the city of 
Novi and the Novi Community School 
District will mean for the wooded area 
behind her home.

A potential swap in the works for 
several years would see the city trade 
some land it currently owns to the Novi 
schools for some land it currently 
owns across the city. But some resi
dents spoke out in caution of a plan 
they say could lead to the selling of un - 
developed land for more housing.

"To me, it’s just one more step in al
lowing it to be developed,’’ said Harper,

NOVI - Several development pro
jects that have taken years to begin are 
finally underway in Novi.

Plenty of projects across the city are 
moving forward, with some potential
ly opening in the coming weeks. Here 
are a handful of some of the more no
ticeable projects taking place in the 
city and their current status, according 
to Mike McCready, the city’s economic

A crew works at the Sakura Novi site. A 
groundbreaking is planned for spring 
for the mixed-use development off 
Grand River Avenue.

A new car wash is under construction 
in the shopping center on the 
northwest corner of 10 Mile and 
Meadowbrook.

Samantha Reynolds has had a dev
astating week.

She lost her Lyon Township mobile 
home to a fire and then two days later, 
her grandmother with whom she had 
shared that home died.

But on Wednesday, homeless and 
grieving, Reynolds was counting her 
blessings. Hundreds of strangers do
nated money through a gofundme as 
well as clothes and items for her three 
children.

“The community has definitely 
come together for us,” Reynolds said. 
“Even when the house was on fire, a 
neighbor came out and wrapped a 
blanket around my daughter and held 
me while I was crying. It’s a tragic

Several big projects under 
development in 2023 in Novi
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Morrow pleads guilty to White Lake murders

Detroit man killed after being struck by vehicle in Farmington Hills

City task force looks to buy Westland mall property
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will 
hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February 22, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic

se James Wright, 18, of White Lake 
Township had devised a plan to rob 
Duckworth and Mancuso, acquaint
ances of theirs. Wright drove all of them 
to Cedarbrook Estates, a manufactured 
home community along LeGrand Boule
vard, south of M-59, and then remained 
in the car while Morrow drew a pistol 
and fatally shot Duckworth and Mancu

ing in Farmington Hills Monday night.
A driver struck the man just before 7 

p.m. on Eight Mile Road near Inkster 
Road. The victim, 61, was taken to a 
nearby hospital, where he succumbed 
to his injuries.

Farmington Hills police say the driv
er, a 63-year-old Detroit resident, is co
operating with the department’s inves
tigation. Officers say alcohol does not 
appear to be a factor as it relates to the 
driver.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com.
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“eyesore” and said it’s something resi
dents complain about. He thinks a 
downtown-like development would 
create opportunities for the community 
to come together and “bring Westland 
into the future.” Londeau said he’s in
spired by the downtowns in nearby cit
ies such as Plymouth and Northville.

“It’s a draw. That’s what brings peo
ple to the city,” he said. "It has a down
town feel, a hometown feel. There’s so 
much you can do.”

Londeau said his administration is 
also open to purchasing outlot proper
ties at the mall, such as the closed Pan
era Bread and Ashley’s Beer and Grill, 
along with some of the mostly unused 
parking lot. He thinks even partial rede
velopment would help “bring that prop
erty back to life.”

“It's a new approach to an old prob
lem," he said. "We want to take a closer 
look and see what we can put together... 
Maybe the mall is willing to talk to us; 
maybe it’s something they want to look

Farmington Hills police are encour
aging people with information about the 
crash to call the department at 248-871
2610.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com.

20-35, LOCATED NORTH AND SOI 1 II OF MAIN S I REEL EAST OF NOVI ROAD 
(SECTION 23) FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR REVISED 
WETLAND PERMIT The applicant previously received preliminary site plan approval to 
develop 192 townhouse-style dwelling units on the 17.7 acre area The subject properties are 
zoned TC-1, Town Center One. The applicant requests a variance from Chapter 12 of the Code 
to allow required wetland mitigation to be provided outside the city. A request to terminate 
ingress-egress easements on the north side of the property will also go to City Council Plans 
are available for review at the Community Development Department in the Novi Civic Center

Morrow returned to the vehicle that 
Wright was driving, and they fled from 
the area to dispose of evidence, police 
said.

Wright pleaded guilty in front of Co
hen on Jan. 18 to being an accessory af
ter the fact.

Last week, Cohen had ruled an al
leged armed robbery committed by 
Morrow just days before the May 20 
murders would be admissible at his 
trial.

Defense attorney Steven Lynch did 
not immediately return a call for com
ment, nor did the Oakland County Pros
ecutor’s Office.

Shelby Tankersley 
Hometownlife.com

CITY OF NOVI 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Steven Dean Morrow, as seen at a pretrial hearing held via Zoom on Feb. 1, 2023. 
Morrow pleaded guilty Feb. 6 to eight felony charges in the murders of Cameron 
Duckworth, 20, and Drake Mancuso, 16, last spring.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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FARMINGTON HILLS - A Detroit 
man was killed by a vehicle while walk-

cility meant to accommodate over 120 
stores. On a weekday, many of the stores 
still in business aren’t open in the after
noon.

“It’s just deteriorating on all fronts,” 
Mayor Mike Londeau said. "The signage 
is fading, the lighting is bad at night and 
the security - or the lack thereof - 
leaves people feeling unsafe."

Londeau recently announced a task 
force made up of city administrators 
that will explore purchasing the mall 
property. The group will work with in
dustry experts and stakeholders to de
termine cost, development opportuni
ties and more.

"We’re interested in the property, not 
the mall itself,” Londeau said. “We’d 
want to see a mixed use, public-private 
partnership there.”

Namdar Realty Group, which owns 
the mall and is based in New York, de
clined an interview request. Westland 
Shopping Center management also 
asked Hometown Life to leave the prop
erty for speaking with customers earlier 
this month, citing a “no media” policy.

The mayor described the mall as an

SUBJECT 
PROPERTY

Steven Dean Morrow pleaded guilty 
on Monday to two counts of murder in 
the deaths of two Highland Township 
men last May.

Morrow, 18, of Highland Township, 
pleaded guilty as charged in front of 
Oakland County Circuit Court Judge 
David Cohen. Besides the two murder 
counts, the plea also included two 
counts of armed robbery and four felony 
firearms charges.

Sentencing is set for 3:30 p.m., March 
13 in front of Cohen. Morrow faces up to 
life in prison without parole in the 
deaths of Cameron Duckworth, 20, and 
Drake Mancusp, 16.

Duckworth and Mancuso were found 
shot to death the morning of May 21 near 
a pond in the Cedarbrook Estates Mo
bile Home Community in White Lake 
Township.

According to police, Morrow and Jes-

SUBJECT 
PROPERTIES

WESTLAND - The Westland Shop
ping Center was something special 
when it opened.

Its first patrons in 1965 were met 
with a building designed by noted ar
chitects that featured a four-story 
Hudson’s, nice restaurants, and an SS 
Kresge store. The mall was so popular 
that Nankin Township residents elect
ed to name their new city — Westland 
— after the mall when they incorporat
ed in 1966.

Tom and Kim Zarembo said they’ve 
been coming to the mall since 1972. It’s 
a place their relationship blossomed 
as teens.

“We have strong, vivid memories of 
the Westland mall,” Tom Zarembo 
said. “We came here window shop
ping.”

But the busy storefronts of the 
1960s, ‘70s and '80s are long gone. Ac
cording to its website, there’s a com
bined 55 stores and restaurants in a fa-

All interested persons are invited to attend Verbal comments may be heard at the hearing 
and any written comments may lie made to the Community Development Department, 45175 
W Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular business hours, Monday thru 
Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 P.M., Wednesday, March 
8, 2023
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a 
public hearing on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center, 45175 
W Ten Mile Road, Novi. MI to consider JSP22-32 PORSCHE OF NOVI, FOR SPECIAL 
LAND USE, PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN, AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN APPROVAL The subject property totals approximately 8.15 acres and is located west 
of Haggerty Road and north of Ten Mile Road (Section 24). The property is zoned B-3 (General 
Business). The applicant is proposing to demolish a building at 24305 Haggerty Road in the 
southeastern portion of the site to redevelop as an approximately 19,170 square foot two-story 
car dealership along with associated parking, vehicle inventory, and site improvements. Two 
other buildings on the property, 24355 and 24315 Haggerty, would remain.
Plans are available for review by contacting the Community Development Department in the 
Novi Civic Center.

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Land swap
Continued from Page 1A

Projects
Continued from Page 1A
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New apartments 
off Haggerty Road

the middle school where the district’s cross country 
course is as an example.

"To be very forthcoming, our plan is really to use it 
in a similar matter to how it’s been used, because right 
now, we intend to continue our use of our cross coun
try course," he said.

Still, some residents who live near some of the land 
were concerned such changes could eventually lead to 
sales and development of wooded land, especially if it 
currently is zoned as residential property. John Kaley, 
who lives in Novi’s Orchard Ridge Estates neighbor
hood, said the threat of potential development down 
the line could happen

“They’re not going to put condos there, which, we 
all know that. But they could sell the land in the future; 
it’s zoned for residential,” he said. "If they do sell the 
land in 10 years let’s say, which they could, houses

Apartment buildings are going up on a formerly vacant piece of property along 
Haggerty between 12 Mile and 13 Mile roads.

“We expect them to 
start in the spring some
time,” he said. “It’s going 
to be interesting to see 
how that area blossoms.”

Sakura Novi off 
Grand Rivar Avenue

City of Novi 
Public Hearing Notice

changes since first being 
proposed in 2018, includ
ing the removal of One 
World Market from the 
site, which has opted to

home across the street 
and expand into the for
mer Library Sports Pub 
and Grill.

roads has several 
dred apartment 
currently under 
struction. Dubbed

TRU Hotel at 13 Mlle 
and M-5 freeway

nounced: The Dancing 
Pine Korean Steakhouse, 
which will serve dishes 
such as steaks and sushi.

The development has

Car wash at 10 Mlle 
and Meadowbrook

The Bond mixed-use 
development at 
Novi and Bond roads

could be built there."
The planning commission moved forward on the 

recommendation to open the master plan process.
Commissioners said they understood some con

cerns from the residents and promised plenty of op
portunities to give feedback. Commissioner John Av- 
doulos said it’s a process that’s been going for a while 
and will continue.

"This is something the city is working with the edu
cational department...,” he said. "This is going to be a 
continuous conversation.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dveselenak(a> 
hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him on 
Twitter @davidveselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro Detroit every 
morning in your mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

unique locations for resi
dential development in 
the city has plenty of 
work taking place at the 
site this winter.

The previously vacant 
land off Haggerty be
tween 12 Mile and 13 Mile

who lives in the Brookland Farms neighborhood in No
vi Township. “I bought my home because of where it 
sits and because of the woods.”

The proposed land swap gives each entity some
thing it wants. The land involved in the swap would 
include:

• Novi Middle School/Wildlife Woods, with the 
district to gain full ownership of soccer fields, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, and property to the east of 
the Novi Middle School;

• Bosco Field, with the city to receive full owner
ship of Bosco Field with the intention to expand the 
Novi Parks System; and

• Novi High School/Fuerst Park/Ella Mae Power 
Park, with Fuerst Park to be squared off, and the 
school district to acquire the land south of the school’s 
baseball fields, including their current softball/base- 
ball fields and cross-country trails/wetlands.

Ben Mainka, Novi’s school superintendent, said 
there currently are district entities sitting on city land 
and vice versa, and such a swap would help clear up 
ownership and maintenance issues.

"One of the challenges that we’ve had is that at our 
middle school, for example, we have tennis courts that 
are used and the dividing line between the city proper
ty and the district’s property goes right through the 
center of our courts,” he said. “That creates obvious 
challenges and makes it messy for ownership of such 
matters of who has access to use, who’s maintaining, 
those types of things.”

The land swap was discussed at the Feb. 8 planning 
commission meeting, where commissioners held a 
public hearing on an amendment to the city master 
plan’s future land use map. That hearing kicked off a 
lengthy process that will see the issue come back to 
the planning commission for another hearing later this 
year.

Mainka said the district plans on essentially utiliz
ing the property as it currently stands, with no plans to 
sell land to potential developers. He cited the land near

The long-talked about 
mixed-use Asian village 
development is expected 
to break ground later this 
spring.

The development will 
consist of retail and din
ing in the front of the 
complex near Grand Riv
er, and apartments along 
the back of the property. 
One of the first restau
rants that will occupy the 
plaza was recently an-

Contact our office to 
schedule an 
appointment with 
Dirk Beamer 
or one of our other 
experienced attorneys.

McCready said it’s 
possible some units could 
be ready for rental when 
warmer weather is here, 
though signage on the 
property indicates fall for 
move-in.

“Talking to planning, 
they expect some of the 
units will be ready to 
move sometime in the 
summer," he said.

Contact reporter Da
vid Veselenak at dvesele- 
nak^hometownlife.com 
or 734-678-6728.

Business Law • Disputes & Litigation • Estate Planning 
Employment Law • Real Estate Transactions 

Probate & Trust Administration

A larger-than-usual audience at the Feb. 8 planning commission meeting in Novi. Many of the audience 
members were interested to hear about the proposed land swap between the city and Novi schools.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

A project that’s been in 
the works for years, the 
parking lot of the Novi- 
Ten shopping center 
looks a lot different these 
days.

That’s because a new 
car wash is currently un
der construction in the 
middle of it. The building 
is expected to be a Pure 
Car Wash, which also op
erates a location off Shel
don Road in Plymouth 
Township.

The new car wash is 
expected to have a drive - 
thru lane and 13 vacuum 
stations. It was first sub
mitted back in 2018.

“It took a while for 
them to get going,” 
McCready said. "It’s un
der construction, it’s 
moving along.”

Windows are installed 
at Novi’s newest hotel 
currently under con
struction.

The four-story hotel at 
the southeast corner of 13 
Mile Road and the M-5 
freeway continues to rise 
up. It will be a TRU Hotel, 
a brand by Hilton. That 
project was originally ap
proved in 2018 and will 
contain 98 guest rooms.

The website for the ho
tel states it is currently 
accepting reservations 
beginning after April 24. 
Other TRU hotels in the 
area operate in Troy, Ster
ling Heights and Chester
field Township.

hun- 
units
con-

Inno-

McCready said he be
lieves the mixed-use de
velopment off Novi Road 
south of Grand River will 
begin to take shape later 
this year.

The Bond develop
ment was first approved 
in 2018, with some minor 
changes made in 2020. 
Once built, it’s expected 
to consist of several hun
dred apartment units and 
a single story retail build
ing constructed on seven 
acres northwest of the 
Novi Cemetery.

McCready said work 
could begin as the weath
er warms up.

Hills-based Beztak. Units 
will be available across 10 
buildings and will range 
in size from 809 to 2,123 
square feet, according to 
a news release issued last 
year.

The project would be 
the first major residential 
development along that 
part of Haggerty in Novi. 
Other residential uses are 
located across the street 
in neighboring Farming
ton Hills. The site plan 
was reviewed and ap
proved by the city’s plan
ning commission in the 
fall of 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi 
will hold a public hearing on March 14th, 2023, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Novi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider:
PZ23-0001 (Catholic Central High School) 27225 Wixom Road, south of Twelve Mile, 
west of Wixom Road, Parcel 50-22-18-200-026 A 50-22-18-200-027 The applicant is 
requesting variances from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance from: Section 3.1. IE to allow 
the maximum height of the parking deck to be 42 feet (35 feet permitted, variance of 7 feet) at 
the stairwells and for the light poles; Section 5.3.12 to eliminate painted end islands within 
the parking structure; and Section 5.7.3.A to allow the height of the field light poles of 80 feet 
(25-feet permitted, variance of 55 feet). This property is zoned Residential Acreage (RA) and 
One-Family Residential (R-4).
PZ23-OOO2 (Burlington - Allied Signs) 43480 West Oaks Drive, south of 12 Mile, west 
of Novi Road, Parcel 50-22-15-200-105. The applicant is requesting a variance from the 
City of Novi Sign Ordinance Section 28-5(b)(l)a to be allowed a 250.027 sq ft illuminated 
wall sign (65 square feet maximum allowed, variance of 185.027 square feet). This property is 
zoned Regional Center (R-C)
PZ23-0003 (Tim A Jennifer Kirk) 23070 Ennishore Drive, west of Meadowbrook, 
north of Nine Mile, Parcel 50-22-26-429-008 The applicant is requesting a variance from 
the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.4 for a front yard setback of 24 feet (30 feet 
required, variance of 6 feet); for a proposed front garage addition. This property is zoned One- 
Family Residential (R-3)
PZ23-OOO4 (Catholic Central High School) 27225 Wixom Road, south of Twelve Mile, 
west of Wixom Road, Parcel 50-22-18-200-026 A 5O-22-18-2OO-O27 The applicant is 
requesting a variance from the City of Novi Sign Ordinance Section 28-5(a) for sign height of 
10 feet (6 feet allowed, variance of 4 feet); Section 28-5(bX2)a for a total signage of 41.15 feet 
(32 feet maximum allowed, variance of 9.15 feet) This property is zoned Residential Acreage 
(RA) and One-Family Residential (R-4)
PZ23-0005 (Anne Ball A Mathew Norman) 317 Duana Avenue, west of Old Novi 
Road, south of South Lake Drive, Parcel 50-22-03-481-007. The applicant is requesting a 
variance from the City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a side yard setback of 3.15 
feet (10 feet required, variance of 6.85 feet); an aggregate total side yard of 8.23 feet (25 feet 
required, variance of 16.77 feet); for a proposed 2nd Story expansion This property is zoned 
One-Family Residential (R-4)

ca jm!
The land where The Bond mixed-use development is 
planned off Novi Road south of Grand River.
PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM



The new Crave Hot Dogs & Barbecue opened Saturday, Feb. 4 in Canton, photos by laura colvin/hometownlifecom

from tater tots and sweet potato tater 
tots to com bread, black bean & com sal
ad and mac ‘n cheese. Pineapple upside 
down cake, toffee sticky cake fend other 
options are available for customers who

Brad Fuchs, COO and owner of 
Canton's new Crave Hot Dogs & 
Barbecue, demonstrates ax throwing

4A I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023 I O & E MEDIA innnr)

provide identification and a debit or 
credit card, then receive a special pur
chase card to place in a slot for the cho
sen drink. The screen shows the price 
per ounce of that drink, and keeps tabs 
on the amount poured during a visit.

Once a customer pours 32 ounces, 
the card will be paused until the cus
tomer checks in with staff. After 64 
ounces, the card is turned off for the du
ration of the visit to avoid overserving.

Crave also features 12 televisions and 
two axe throwing lanes.

Donna Avery, a first-time axe thrower 
from Canton who had lunch with 
friends at Crave on Thursday, was the 
first from her group to eagerly wield the 
axe.

“I loved it,” she said afterward, bask
ing in the glow of her cheering friends. 
“It feels so empowering when it sticks.”

For more information, visit iwantcra- 
ve.com or call the Canton location at 
734-359-5102.

Sherrie Saksewski’s initial experi
ence at Crave Hot Dogs & Barbeque in 
Canton Township was all about the 
wings.

The new eatery, located at 5800 N. 
Sheldon Road, opened Feb. 4, offering 
fast-casual food, a self-pour beer wall 
and two axe throwing lanes.

“The wings were fresh and the sauce 
was so good,” said Saksewski, who lives 
in Belleview and came to Crave for lunch 
with friends on Thursday. “They were 
big; I ordered six, but 1 could only eat 
four.

"But then I ate the last two anyway,” 
she added.

In addition to jumbo wings, the menu 
at Crave is focused on all-beef hot dogs, 
bratwurst and hot sausages - with 
many toppings to choose from - along 
with pulled pork and chicken, smoked 
brisket, sliders, sandwiches, salads and 
more. Six different barbecue sauces 
await diners at every table.

Staffers say the most popular menu 
items include the Memphis Dog, a jum
bo all-beef hot dog topped with pulled 
pork, coleslaw and barbecue sauce, and 
the Mac ‘n Cheese Brisket Bowl, a skillet 
filled with mac ‘n cheese, topped with 
smoked brisket, sprinkled with cheddar 
and drizzled with barbecue sauce.

"We’ve had a lot of great feedback on 
the food,” said Brad Fuchs, Canton 
Crave owner and COO. "It’s something 
different that you won’t find at a lot of 
places around here.”

Fuchs and business partner Darrell 
Olds, both of Canton, decided to open 
Michigan’s first Crave franchise after 
kicking around different business ideas 
during the early days of the pandemic. 
After learning about the opportunity 
online, Fuchs got up early one Saturday 
and drove 12 hours to Georgia to learn 
about the company.

“1 tried the food and really liked it,” he 
said. "1 brought home $500 worth so my 
family could try it, and they all said they 
loved it, too.”

And that was that.
The Crave franchise was established 

in 2018 and is based in Long Island, New 
York.

The menu includes sides ranging

still have room for dessert. Gluten-free 
menu options, including buns, are also 
available.

Crave offers a self-pour beer wall 
unique to the area. At the Canton loca
tion, customers can choose from 25 dif
ferent beers, ciders, meads and IPAs - 
the majority from Michigan-based beer 
companies - as well as five different 
mixed drinks. Standard mixed-drink of
ferings will include a classic margarita, 
a rum punch and a variety of other op
tions.

“How many times do you go out and 
end up waiting for a second beer to ar
rive while you’re having a meal?” Fuchs 
said. "Here, you can just go to the wall 
and pour it yourself, no waiting. It’s a 
beautiful concept.”

"The glasses are ice cold, so you’re al
ways going to get a good cold beer every 
time,” he added.

The concept is simple: Patrons who 
want to partake of the self-pour wall

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WE ARE -HENRU

HENRU FORD HEALTH-

Comer of Ann Arbor Road and N. Haggerty

Akshay Khandelwal, M.D.
Interventional cardiologist

We believe all your healthcare 
solutions should live where you do

Introducing expanded cardiology services 
at Henry Ford Medical Center - Plymouth.

• • •y * • 0.7/ (

Whether you live in Plymouth or nearby, we're proud to bring 
world-class specialty care closer to you, including Cardiology, 
orthopaedics and neurology. Our facility was built just for you.

And it's Just minutes down the road.
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No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage 
No ladder accidents
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HOUSEKEEPING

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good

Independent Living / , 
AnthologyMichigan.com

maintenance-free senior living community. First-class amenities and innovative 

programs help residents feel healthy and happy every day. See for yourself.

248.372.9939

FILTER AFTER AFTER
Does not include cost of material

Offer expires 2/28/2023
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NEWSDAY CROSSWORDHospital patient

TODAY’S ANSWER
jayp pa>|oo| ipm

SUDOKU | CREATORS

TODAY’S ANSWER
Noiinios

When someone

an

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE
Rd. / Northvill CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US

mo

TODAY’S 
ANSWER

Meals 
Mend 
Nauseous

CAN YOU MAKE WO 
STRAIGHT LINE CUTS 
WHICH WILL DIVIDE 
THE BLACK OUTLINED 
FIGURE INTO EIGHT 
SHAPES WHICH ARE 
IDENTICAL IN SHAPE 
BUT UNEQUAL IN SIZE.

clue: sawnds >nihi

Idle 
Iron 
Knee 
lo«s

Pale 
Pans 
Plan 
Radius 
Ribs 
Room 
Sheets 
Sick 
Sleep

Sprain 
Staff 
Surgeon

Add 
Airway 
Arms 
Baby 
Bite 
Body 
Bone 
Break 
Burns 
Care 
Cast 
Cerebral 
Coma 
Cost

Cuts 
Doses 
Dressing 
Drink 
Drug 
Error 
Eierclse 
Form 
Heartbeat

Tests 
TIN. 
Tissue 
Toes
Tube 
Ulna
Vein 
Walt 
Ward 
X-ray

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

DOWN
1 Part of the 

Fruit of the Loom

57 Rub candidate
58 Follows a 

pattern, say
59 Where to 

admire butter 
sculptures

60 Diffuse

2 One announcing 
an interjection

3 Intimate
4 About 

two dozen 
nanometers

5 Seek the most 
approval

6 Encouraging 
word

7 One from 
Rheinland 
(in more ways 
than one)

8 Certain course, 
for short

ACROSS
1 Bugs Bunny or 

Bart Simpson
6 It got new tails 

in 2009
10 One in the 

Swahili family
14 Where “curry* 

comes from
15 Short podcasts
17 Name related to 

Henry
18 “Patience"
19 Her first film 

(1981) was 
director
George Cukor’s 
last

21 Work forces
22 Dearie
23 Portrait on gold 

medals
26 It runs in many 

purses
27 Starter home?
28 Supported
31 One known 

for its cast of 
characters

33 Think too 
much of

35 Protege's 
request

37 Didn’t duck
38 Seal meals
39 They come with 

Truth in Savings 
booklets

40 More than toast
41 Income for

S&Ls
42 Round part
43 “Wonderful!"
46 Crystalline 

structure
49 Unsurprising 

conclusions of 
whodunits

51 Dancing school 
lesson

55 Aristotle wrote of 
his animals

56 ABC’s Never Too 
Young (1965) 
was an early one

FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may

44600 Five A 
Assisted Livin

35 DreamWorks 
first-run licensee

36 Beach bash
serving

41 Eastwood's beer 
(briefly) in 
Gran Torino

42 Part of many 
racetrack 
names

44 Accessory for 
golfers and 
dealers

45 Make up
46 It means 

"boosters"
47 “Of serious faith, 

and inward__* 
Wordsworth

48 Merger partner of 
Mayer

49 Big boss
50 Ejecta
52 “Take me out!"
53 Freeway Series 

AL team
54 Restraining 

order

9 He achieved 
EGOT the same 
night as partner 
Andrew (2018)

10 Railway pricing 
adjective

11 Seattle school, 
familiarly

12 Mom of Artemis
13__privacy
16 Getaways that 

go without saying
20 Zeedonk parent 
23 State of mind of

love is living with Alzheimer’s, another form of dementia or cognitive decline,

24 Ancient venue 
for poetry 
competitions

25 Regular guy
28 Auroral _ (polar 

phenomenon)
29 Piano pieces
30 Some board 

members: Abbr.
31 Farm fare
32 Farm fare
33 Not-so-long limo
34 Hasn’t settled

caregivers, evidence-based therapies and engaging, purposeful activities. Stop by today to learn how your 

loved one could benefit from our purposefully designed community, giving you peace of mind.
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straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
15 letters left over They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle. 
•au«lnrfMBnwo«tQam«M com au

insano
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Grandma was ‘everything

said

Learn More About Vibrant Senior Living

Novi’s premier senior living community

Discover fresh, flavorful dining

Learn about affordable pricing

Fox Run
BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING

Firefighters rescue 
Voldemort and Charlie

The kindness and caring 
of community

A fire ignites panic 
and a father’s instincts

and was a smoker,” Madeline

“They don't mix well."
Eva Reynolds was taken to the hos

pital, where she died two days later. 
Madeline said it was determined she 
died as a result of her existing medical 
conditions.

Moments later, Oakland County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrived, followed 
closely by Lyon Township firefighters.

Simmons asked Assistant Fire Chief 
Reggie Madeline to save the family’s 
dog, a pit bull named Voldemort, who

was in the back of the home in a kennel. 
He was happy to oblige and was reward
ed with lots of kisses from the dog.

The family’s cat, Charlie, who had 
burrowed into a couch, was also saved. 
The mobile home, which was unin
sured, is likely a total loss.

Madeline said the OCSO fire investi
gations unit has determined the fire 
likely stemmed from cigarette smoking 
near an oxygen tank.

“The fire began in the bedroom where 
the grandmother was on home oxygen

event and I’ve been really distraught, 
but the beauty behind what has been 
done... Strangers we have never met try
ing to help in any way they can is so 
heartwarming. It’s mending my broken 
heart. It sounds sappy, but it really is the 
truth.”

Reynolds, a certified nursing assis
tant at Wellbridge of Novi, was at work 
when the fire started around 8:30 p.m., 
Feb. 3 at the home she shared with her 
grandmother, her three daughters, her 
boyfriend, and her uncle in the Kensing
ton Place Mobile Home Park. Reynolds’ 
boyfriend, Josiah Simmons, was home 
at the time of the fire with their 7- 
month-old baby Amiyah and daughter 
Christine, 11.

Without her grandma, Samantha 
has found comfort in a community 
that's ensuring she and her family 
have a place to live.

The American Red Cross paid for 
the family to stay in a Red Roof Inn in 
Farmington Hills for a few nights. 
When those funds ran out, donations 
to the gofundme started rolling in.

Samantha will use some of the 
nearly $20,000 raise to pay the crema
tion costs for her grandma. She also 
plans to honor Eva’s wish to have her 
ashes spread in Kentucky, where she 
was born and raised.

Samantha said her children, which 
also includes daughter Zaynah, 5, who 
was not home at the time of the fire, 
have been on an emotional roller 
coaster and she is trying to pass on to 
them a lesson she learned from her 
grandmother.

“If you get in a situation that is dis
tressing and concerning, you do what 
you have to do to get out of this situa
tion,” she said. “We are staying posi
tive and we’re not going to stay down... 
All I can really say is I’m so grateful and 
thankful for everyone that has helped

Simmons recalls he was playing a 
video game with headphones on to keep 
down the noise. Christine was asleep on 
the couch; Eva Reynolds, Samantha’s 
80-year-old grandma who was under 
hospice care for congestive heart failure 
and kidney failure, was in her bedroom.

Simmons said he had the head
phones askew with one off the ear so he 
could hear if Eva Reynolds needed him, 
but was not expecting the loud boom 
that came from her room. He jumped up 
and ran down the hallway, where he saw 
the door to Eva’s room lit up with flames.

“I hear Grandma screaming and I got 
back there, and at that point, the fire 
was on her walls, her bed, the floor, and 
she was on fire,” Simmons said. “I got in 
there and I was just stuck — I couldn't 
move. I was in shock. I tried putting out 
the fire. 1 slapped the fire off her and hit 
everything and part of me broke down.”

In a panic, he picked up Eva Reynolds 
and yelled for Christine to grab the baby. 
They all escaped the house safely.

Eva Reynolds, center, with her 
granddaughters, baby Amiyah, 
5-year-old Zaynah, and 11-year-old 
Christine. Eva died less than 2 days 
after the family lost their trailer in : 
fire, photos courtesy samantha Reynolds

Her death came as a shock to Sa
mantha, who said her grandmother 
had been in great spirits following the 
fire. Eva Reynolds took an unexpected 
turn Sunday. Samantha received a 
phone call at 2 a m. that her grand
mother had died.

Samantha said Eva Reynolds was 
an amazing woman who was her “ev
erything," and with whom she had 
lived off and on since she was a “ter
rible teenager.”

“If it wasn’t for my grandparents, I 
don't know what I would have done,” 
Samantha, a 2009 South Lyon High 
School graduate, said.

Samantha’s grandfather, to whom 
Eva was married for 60 years, died two 
years ago.

Lyon Township firefighters responded 
to a blaze on Charlevoix Street in the 
Kensington Place Mobile Home Park in 
New Hudson on Feb. 3. The trailer is 
severely damaged.

Walmart stores in Canton, White 
Lake and Rochester Hills were evacu
ated Monday after a man threatened to 
blow up the locations with bombs.

According to the Oakland County 
Sheriff’s Office, the White Lake Wal
mart store at 9190 Highland Road and 
the Rochester Hills Walmart at 2500 S. 
Adams Road received phone calls at 
about 11 a.m. with a man "threatening 
to blow up the store unless a cash ran
som was paid.”

The stores were evacuated and dep
uties responded to each location with 
explosive detection K-9s. No explo
sives were found in the Oakland Coun
ty stores and they were expected to re
open in the afternoon. A similar threat 
was also phoned in to the Walmart in 
Canton.

Oakland County Sheriff Michael 
Bouchard believes the threats may be 
part of a larger effort to disrupt the re
tailer.

“We’ve seen similar things happen 
in different parts of the country," Bou
chard said. "In the other threats, they 
were not credible. But out of an abun
dance of caution, explosive-detection 
dogs were sent to check the stores. We 
will be working with other authorities 
locally and nationally to investigate.”

Canton police were not immediate
ly available for comment.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

The Walmart Supercenter at 
39500 Ford Road in Canton.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Local Walmart 
stores evacuated 
after bomb threats

Novi 
FoxRunNovi.com

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Call 1-877-211-9301 or visit us 
at FoxRunNovi.com.



UPLIFT
Your Heart

Follow 
Us On

That’s when it can help to talk to someone 
who truly understands. We’re here to lend 
an ear and a helpful, supporting hand.

If your parent or loved one is showing 
signs of no longer being able to live 
safely at home, we know it can feel 
overwhelming. You just want them to 
be safe, to be well, to be happy.

42010 W. Seven Mile Road I Northville, Ml 48167
Memory Care I AH82O378951
WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

That’s when you’ll 
truly see the 
Addington Place of 
Northville difference

And when your loved one is 
thriving, surrounded by friends 
and living a life rich with 
activity and engagement?

Discover the compassion, the caring 
and the heart of Addington Place 
of Northville.

We’re here to support you, your loved one and your entire family. 
Call 248-846-0687 for a chat and a complimentary assessment.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

ISO pounds

157 pounds

165 pounds

175 pounds

surprise you

PCA has answered
its biggest question

See QUESTION, Page 7B
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Observer Ck Eccentrict More Sports

Clayton Jones, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The senior pinned Salem’s 
Ryan Mahy in 4:34.

Academy star Anna Fernandez playing 
point guard and current senior Mor- 
ganne Houk playing the same position, 
she'd be shouting, “They’re the same!’’

The Eagles have come a long way 
since last year’s loss to Fowler in the Di
vision 4 state championship.

Not only did they say farewell to Fer
nandez, a four-year starter who gradu
ated and joined Wheaton College’s 
women’s basketball program, but they 
had to figure out who was going to re-

•A'W

Darius Marines, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The junior pinned Ann Arbor 
Pioneer’s Everett Peck in 1:53.

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There's that iconic scene from “The 
Office,” which has since become a pop
ular meme online, where Pam Beesly is 
asked to spot the difference between 
two pictures and she responds with the 
classic line, “They’re the same picture!”

Right now, if Pam was watching high
lights of former Plymouth Christian

Dylan Gilcher, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The senior beat Dexter’s Mat
thew Joyce by technical fall, 17-2.

Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, February 16. 2023 i ia (nnnr>

Division 1 
144 pounds

Steven Shellenberger, Detroit 
Catholic Central: The senior pinned 
South Lyon’s RJ Green in 2:33.

Cameron Adams, Detroit Catholic
Central: The senior beat teammate
Tatum Bunn by decision, 6-L

place her at point guard.
Houk, who just recently reached the 

1,000-point mark for her career, was 
an obvious choice. She’s always been a 
steady ballhandler and one of the bet
ter shooters in metro Detroit. The 
problem? The small forward/shooting 
guard had no experience actually 
bringing the ball up the floor and get
ting the Eagles’ offense rolling.

Don’t even bother asking Casey 
Bess.

Not even the new Canton football 
coach knows the answer yet.

"That’s the million dollar question 
everyone has been asking me," said 
Bess, who was hired Feb. 3 to replace 
Andy LaFata as the Chiefs’ next head 
coach.

Obviously, if you’re familiar with 
the program, you know exactly what 
that question is: What kind of offense 
will Bess, who has spent the past 12 
years as an assistant/offense coordi
nator at Battle Creek Central, run?

Smashmouth football is more than 
just a tradition at the Park.

“Canton has been two tight ends 
and a full-house T forever, and they’ve 
always had success with it,” Bess told 
Hometown Life on Tuesday afternoon. 
“I’m a spread guy, myself, but 1 don’t

Plymouth Christian Academy’s Morganne Houk attempts a layup during a girls basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023 
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Over 100 individual wrestlers 
around Hometown Life have moved on 
to the regional tournament.

That includes the 23 grapplers list
ed below who became individual dis
trict championships on Saturday:

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

Where 
Canton’s new 
football coach 
is from will

23 wrestlers 
around 
Hometown 
Life won 
district titles

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN



Davis beats teammate Hakim in wrestling district final

Westland John Glenn wrestling wins 8th straight district title

Wrestlers 113 pounds

Continued from Page 1B

190 pounds

120 pounds

106 pounds

215 pounds
126 pounds

132 pounds

285 pounds

132 pounds

106 pounds
138 pounds

Simon Dominguez, Detroit Catho
lic Central: The junior beat Northville's 
Josh Drake via injury default.

Tyler Lenhardt, Livonia Franklin: 
The junior beat Westland John Glenn's 
Robert Dawson by decision, 8-6.

Danny Russel by decision, 8-2.
Tyler Garrett, Livonia Franklin: The 

junior beat Westland John Glenn’s Mat
thew Irwin by sudden victory, 3-1.

Deacon MacNeill, Brother Rice: The 
freshman beat Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 
Luca Milani by decision, 11-7.

against in the first round. The kids have 
been talking about it and training for it 
since we lost last year.”

John Glenn, which beat school dis
trict rival Wayne Memorial, 76-6, in the 
district semifinal, wasn’t guaranteed to 
advance to the regional round.

Several individual matches against 
Franklin lasted all six minutes with a

Conner Bercume, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The sophomore pinned Novi's 
Vincent Nicolaou in 3:37.

Noah Etnyre, Lutheran Westland: 
The senior pinned Pontiac Notre Dame 
Prep’s Bradon Prater in 12 seconds.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Brother Rice teammates Joe Hakim and Richie Davis compete in the 106-pound championship of the Division 2 individual 
wrestling district tournament Feb. 11 at Warren Fitzgerald, brandon folsom/hometownlife com

Westland John Glenn’s Ricky Smith grapples during the Division 1 wrestling 
district championship Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2023. brandon folsom/hometownlife com

Michael Cannon, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The junior beat Livonia Ste
venson’s Sam Ward by decision, 5-2.

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

2B I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023 I O & E MEDIA (nnnr)

find whistle with Orchard Lake St. Ma
ry’s senior Luca Milani to take home the 
132-pound title.

Others placing included Sebastian 
Abro (120 pounds) and Ricardo Saenz 
(126) taking second place, Caleb Steele 
(165) and Nelson (138) placing third and 
Elia (138) finishing fourth.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: ^folsombrandonj.

Division 3 
175 pounds

few others being decided by a small 
point margin. It took everything they 
had to win their eighth-straight district 
championship.

One of those matches was Ricky 
Smith’s 6-1 win over Franklin’s Domanic 
Lemon inthel90-pound weight class. In 
the find period, it was still tied 1-1 with 
30 seconds remaining.

Division 2 
157 pounds

more. “It was kind of just like another 
practice. Our coach just told us to com
pete hard and act like it’s not even your 
teammate you’re facing.”

At the end of the day, Brother Rice 
finished with three individud champi
ons. Davis beat Hakim, but senior Bren
nan Parent edged Warren Woods-Tower 
junior Vincent Provo by two points in 
the 157-pound championship while 
freshman Deacon MacNeill went to the

Brennan Parent, Brother Rice: The 
senior beat Warren Woods -Tower’s Vin
cent Provo by decision, 5-3.

Wyatt Lees, Detroit Catholic Cen
tral: The freshman beat Saline’s Brice
LaFleur by decision, 3-L

Owen Hawley, Livonia Franklin: 
The senior beat Monroe’s Adrian Rincon 
by major decision, 9-L

Richardo Wourman, Livonia Ste
venson: The senior beat Ann Arbor Sky
line’s Jarel Reid by decision, 8-5.

The Brother Rice wrestling team had 
six grapplers qualify for the finds of 
their respective weight classes during 
Saturday’s Division 2 individud district 
tournament at Warren Fitzgerdd.

And the Warriors were guaranteed to 
walk away with at least one champion.

No, none of their wrestlers won via 
void in the finds.

The guarantee came from teammates 
Richie Davis and Joe Hakim getting to 
face each other in the 106-pound cham
pionship match.

Thanks to a pair of takedowns and 
two near fdls, Davis topped Hakim by 
major decision, 10-0, to take first place.

"It’s like wrestling a brother,” said Da
vis, a freshman. “We practice every day 
together. It just felt exciting that we 
were wrestling. We’ve been partners (in 
practice) dl season.”

Teammates wrestling each other in 
championship matches happen dl the 
time (usually it happens a lot during 
random Saturday tournaments where 
teams can enter a handful of wrestlers 
into the same weight class). In fact, in 
the 138-pound third-place match, 
Brother Rice’s Luke Nelson and Luke 
Elia went toe to toe.

But Davis and Hakim battling for a 
district title made it a specid day for the 
Warriors.

When the tournament director lined 
up each wrestler for pre-match intro
ductions, Davis whispered over to Ha
kim that when their names were an
nounced they should both throw up 
their dukes at each other like they were

Smith received some inspiration 
from John Glenn’s bench and reacted by 
slapping his hands on his thighs. With 
about 12 seconds left, Smith got Lemon 
onto the mat for the go-ahead points.

"I was just trying to stay in there for 
the team,” the junior said. “I knew I had 
a big match. I was just trying to stay off 
my back, and I ended up getting a 
throw-in that 1 was hoping would get my 
team to the next level.”

Polk said Smith’s victory as well as 
the four other matches that were decid
ed in the find minute (three of which 
were pins that came in the waning mo
ments) was a tribute to John Glenn’s 
challenging regular season schedule.

“This is what it’s dl about, getting to 
the postseason and performing when 
the chips are on the table and you need 
to win to advance,” the 23rd-year coach 
sdd. “They did a nice job. We wrestle a 
pretty tough schedule dl year for that, 
so I don't think my kids panic in close 
matches. We’ve been doing it dl year 
long, winning and losing them. They 
can handle the pressure.”

If the Rockets want to be one of the 
eight teams to advance to the state 
championship tournament, they must 
handle the pressure during next week’s 
regiond. And that starts with avenging 
last year’s loss to Bedford.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter ^folsom- 
brandonj.

Ike Stuft, Milford: The sophomore 
pinned Birmingham Seaholm’s Luca 
DeSanto in 3:55.

Benny Leece, South Lyon: The sen
ior pinned Livonia Stevenson’s Ar’Jon 
Thomas in 3:36.

Drew Heethuis, Detroit Catholic 
Central: The senior beat Northville’s 
Zephan Catalina by technical fall, 17-0.

Gino DiPonio, Livonia Franklin: 
The junior beat Temperance Bedford’s 
Nathan Gerber by major decision, 15-6.

Gavin Holcombe, Salem: The fresh
man beat Novi’s Anthony Madafferi by 
decision, 1-0.

at a boxing press conference.
And so they did.
The only downside? They competed 

in the quietest match of the day in Fitz- 
gerdd’s gymnasium. Brother Rice’s 
coaches stood by quietly and just let the 
match play out while most fans kept to 
themselves.

But were there any secrets between 
the two of them?

“Not redly,” said Hakim, a sopho-

Mason Stewart, Detroit Catholic
Central: The junior beat South Lyon’s

Following Wednesday’s 55-19 victory 
over Livonia Franklin in the Division 1 
team wrestling district final, Westland 
John Glenn coach Bill Polk accepted the 
championship trophy from Patriots ath
letic director Dusty Hdl, quickly pre
sented it to his grapplers and reaffirmed 
a message to them he’s been saying all 
winter.

“We got the little one,” said Polk, who 
recently celebrated his 500th career win 
as the Rockets’ coach. "Now let’s go and 
get the big one.”

That bigger one would be the regiond 
title.

A year ago, the Rockets narrowly lost 
to Temperance Bedford during the re
giond find. A point here and there, and 
it would’ve been John Glenn heading to 
Kdamazoo for the state championship. 
Instead, it was Bedford.

John Glenn and Bedford rematch in 
the regional opener next week. The win
ner faces either Belleville or Dearborn 
Fordson, two familiar Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association opponents, with 
a trip to Wings Event Center on the line.

“It’s the next one we want,” Polk add
ed. “This (winning districts) was just in 
the way from us getting to that. That's 
what we’ve been talking about since last 
season ended. We lost a pretty close one 
against the team we’re going to compete

Brother Rice's Deacon MacNeill 
celebrates winning the 132-pound 
championship of the Division 2 
individual wrestling district 
tournament Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, at 
Warren Fitzgerald.
brandon folsom/hometownlife com

Richie Davis, Brother Rice: The 
freshman beat teammate Joe Hakim by 
major decision, 10-0.

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Competitive Pricing & Discounts. 
20% oft all jobs.

know what we’re going to do. Once I hire 
my staff and we sit down and start talk
ing about it and figuring out what we’re 
going to do, then we’ll know. There's a 
million ways to skin a cat, and there’s 
not just one offense or defense. Once I 
get my staff hired, we’ll figure it out."

When all that happens (figuring out 
an offense, hiring a staff) is up in the air.

Bess, 36, is still teaching at Battle 
Creek Public Schools. In fact, he was en 
route to Canton to meet his players, talk 
with assistant coaches and shake hands 
with parents while he answered ques
tions for this story.

He doesn’t have a home or teaching 
position in the area secured just yet. But 
that’ll come with time. He wasn’t prom
ised a teaching position with Plymouth- 
Canton Community Schools, but open
ings happen after every school year. 
And if he can’t land a gig at the Park, he 
said he has no problem teaching at a 
nearby school (which is something new 
Plymouth boys basketball coach An
drew Meeuwsen has been doing all win-

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts.

He plans to make frequent drives 
over the next few weeks to Canton to be
gin putting his stamp on the program.

"We’re going to figure it out,” Bess 
added. “I’m on my way there now. It’s 
about an hour and 20 minutes from 
here. An hour and 15 minutes if I drive 
fast, and it’s not a bad drive. 1-94 to M-14 
is all highway. But that’s the plan. I 
needed to get over there and start meet
ing with people and the kids. They’ve 
got a strength program already in place, 
so that’s going on now, and there’s some 
other things already in place that’s help
ing me out.”

Bess has actually never been a head 
football coach, but he does have six 
years of experience turning around Bat
tle Creek Central’s baseball program.

He took over a Bearcats team that 
hadn’t won a game in 3 years and had 
just 28 players for both the JV and varsi
ty. By the time he stepped down follow
ing the 2019 season, there were 50 play
ers in the program and they had one 
season where they had won 12 league 
games in a Southwestern Michigan Ath
letic Conference that featured recent 
state champion teams in Portage North
ern and Stevensville Lakeshore.

low assistants at Battle Creek Central 
have given players an opportunity to en
joy larger-than-life experiences.

It started with taking players to a 
fancy restaurant in Battle Creek. The 
only caveat? Each player had to learn 
how to tie a tie and wear it during each 
Tuesday night dinner.

Then it turned into taking athletes on 
spring break trips to visit different col
leges.

Eventually, Bess’ organization raised 
enough money to take athletes to the 
play, "Hamilton.”

“It’s about giving experiences to kids 
who normally wouldn’t get it,” Bess said.

Fortunately for Bess, the Chiefs’ don’t 
open the season against Temperance 
Bedford until Aug. 25.

He has plenty of time to put together 
a staff, install an offense and begin in
vesting in his players.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you're completely satisfied

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

It’s tough transitioning from a school 
such as Battle Creek Central, where 
Bess was the star quarterback before 
graduating in 2004, because it’s so far 
from metro Detroit.

But he’s thankful to finally get an op
portunity to lead his own program.

“It’s a great, historical and very suc
cessful program,” he said. “To me, it’s 
the best job that was open in the state of 
Michigan. 1 just said, ‘What the heck? 
Let’s see what happens.’ It’s an excellent 
school district, Plymouth-Canton, and 
that's just as intriguing as the football 
tradition here. Obviously, last year, it 
was a down year, going 3-6, but if I’m not 
mistaken it had been since 2007 the last 
time they hadn’t been in the playoffs. 
It’s just a great, rich program full of tra
dition. What else can you ask for?”

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
^folsombrandonj.

But how he turned around the base
ball program is the important thing here 
because that’s what he plans on doing 
as Canton’s football coach.

“I truly believe high school athletics 
is all about the kids and creating an ex
perience for the kids,” Bess said. “That's 
what 1 do best, is making relationships, 
pouring myself into the kids and putting 
out quality young people into our com
munity. The wins and losses will take 
care of themselves. I'm a firm believer in 
that, especially at the high school level. I 
just pour into the kids and help mold 
quality young people. The football 
games will take care of themselves.”

Saying that is one thing. But Bess has 
actually impacted athletes around Bat
tle Creek.

Through his nonprofit organization, 
MODO, which stands for “Motivate Oth
ers Despite Obstacles,” Bess and his fel-
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every window1 every patio door b entry door1

YOUR EXPERTS IN
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis FOUNDATION REPAIR

734-335-8036 BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

> CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

> CONCRETE LIFTING

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY
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on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

(810) 294-4001

WE DESIGN. WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!

BUY ONE
GET ONE

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

("if paid in full 
within 12 months)

RENEWAL 
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on all windows 
and doors

Colder climates can dash T* 
with your home’s foundation
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0 Monthly 
Payments

OX Interest
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‘Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders Buy 1 qualifying window covering and 
receive the 2nd qual<fvmq window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% oft’ Offer excludes installation, sales tax. shipping 
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"I love our new garage door that Al Garage 

installed It looks beautiful - gives our house 

nice curb appeal. The door opens so quietly and 

is insulated so the garage stays warmer. I highly 

recommend them"

- Donna N - Detroit. Ml
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248-864-5559

BEST SERVICE • BEST PARTS • BEST WARRANTY



Electric • Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

Make a hearing test part of your love language with our February specials

FEBRUARY SPECIALS!

$45 Off Not sure if your insurance covers hearing aids? We can get you the answers!

Expire* 2/28/23

FOR AS LOW AS $75/mo

KOHLER

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE
BBB

Indiana - Michigan - Kentucky - Ohio
f Limited time offer Valid at participating dealers only. Dealer sets all pnces and m responsible for full amount of discount 
Cannot be combined wtth any other advertised offer Contact local dealer for financing details tsubject to credit approval 
Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration 
of the promotional period There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period Financing for 
GrnonSky^' consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured equal opjiortunity lender banks NMLS •1416362 
GrormSky^' Program is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers 
for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal 
opportunity lender banks Green Sky*) is a registered trademark of GreenSky. LLC Green Sky Servicing. LLC services the 
loans on behalf of participating lenders. NMLS f1416362 GreenSky**^ financing offers available at participating dealers only.

$89 Fee 
Waived

No Payments for
18 MONTHS*Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00*4 for 24 months. Actual payment* based on usage. If full credit 

taken on approval date, payments for 6 month promo will be $41.67, followed by IX monthly payments of $41.67 

for each $1,000 financed. If transaction is later, the IX monthly payments could be as high as $55.56 Financing 

for GreenSkyl consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS 

#1416362 Free floor upgrade on initial visit only. See estimator for details. Expires: 2/28/2023 i

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
SAFETY AND COMFORT

OUT OF SIGHT, OUT OF MIND
Meet the completely-in-canal (CIC) and virtually 
invisible hearing aid!

ALL 
LOCATIONS

HEAR 
MICHIGAN 
CENTERS

With coupon.
Cannot be combined 

with other offers.

With coupon.
Cannot be combined 

with other offers.

HEAR 
MICHIGAN 
CENTERS

With Repairs
With coupon.

Expires 2/28/23
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Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., #1 
St. Claire Shores, Ml 48082

Hear Michigan 
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, MI 48154

When you schedule an appointment in February you’ll receive:
COMPLIMENTARY hearing assessment 

FREE cleaning and check of your current hearing aids 
RISK-FREE hearing device trial*

Let us help you connect with the people and things 
you love most!

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan formerly Advanced Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street
Riverview, Ml 48193

Receive tip to 

$500 OFF 
a new pair of hearing aids!1

We Move
Let us take care of the 
back breaking work of 
moving your contents! 
Sit hack and relax 
knowing we have you 
covered.
We Store
We place your contents ir 
an on-site locked storage 
unit so you can rest 
assured your things are 
dry and safe

We Floor
Watch the 
transformation as we 
liven up your space with 
our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we 
return and safely place 
your items back.

•Thra is a refund of the total purchase price rf returned tn the first 30 days "Actual sire may vary depending on the size end shape 
of the individuals ear canal 1 Tliese limited time offers may not be used in conjunction with any ottier oflei or promotion. Receive 
up Io $500 off a pair of level 50. 70 o< 90 technology 'Must receive hearing assessment to qualify for offer and provide valid email 
address for gift card redemption Must not have received any previous promotional gift card offer within the past year Please allow 

4-6 weeks for delivery of gif! card. Must present coupon at the time of purchase. Offers expire 2/28/23

Receive a

$25 GIFT CARD 
of your choice for completing your 

appointment-’

t Hoover Keep You Warm
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Gloria Reynolds

Rogers sat out 8-9 months while re
habilitating her knee injury. She said 
physical therapy wasn't fun. And after 
coming back, she admits she might be a 
step slower because she fears reinjuring

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Undefeated North Farmington 
3 wins from perfect 22-0 season

Gloria Reynolds, a teacher, explorer, artist, and 
believer in doing good for others in the world, died 
on January 8 in Howell, Michigan. She was 82.

Gloria Jean Crawford was born the first day of 
fall, September 21, 1940 in Webberville, Michigan. 
She was the daughter of the late Leona Crawford 
Niblock and Spencer Crawford, and the eldest of 
three children.

\ttci graduating from I astern Michigan Univer
V dll h . III lb I < .11. Cl .IS a leas her Im the Novi, 

' : I" Heed being aiHi .md
teaching children. Her special-gift was creating op
portunities, experiences and- possibilities for children in her classrooms and 
for her family. For years, she treated her nieces and nephews to outings to the 
Detroit Institute of Arts, the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Music Hall, 
and Fisher Theater. She led annual trips for those aged 5-12 years old to trail 
“Aunt Gloria’s” footsteps through Chicago, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Orlando, 
Washington D.C., and even New River, West Virginia for a whitewater raft
ing trip. Every moment with her was a teaching opportunity, from learning 
how to board a plane, train, subway, or raft to understanding what to do if 
you became lost. She opened up the world and instilled an appreciation for 
culture and a love of travel.

Gloria was a lifelong learner and felt the world was meant to be explored 
and life was a gift to be appreciated. Explore she did, from the Moai of 
Easter Island, to the gorillas in Africa, to the sunny beaches of Spain. She 
loved a great adventure. She climbed Machu Picchu and Mount Kiliman
jaro. She bungee jumped into a gorge in New Zealand, visited penguins 
in Antarctica and went skydiving for her 70th birthday. Having visited all 
seven continents, Gloria often said it was the local people she met that had 
the greatest impact on her.

Gloria married Paul Reynolds, a manager for Detroit Edison, in 1984. They

herself.
But even being a step slower than last 

year has made the Raiders unbeatable. 
Quite literally.

Her knack for grabbing rebounds and 
getting fouled on put-back attempts has 
been invaluable to Simpson.

“She’s playing much better down 
low,” he said. “She’s getting tougher, 
stronger. Coach (Trent) Kelly has been 
working with her down low on finishing. 
She’s still struggling at times to finish, 
but free throws are much better now. 
She’s working on things, and she’s get
ting much better. Defensively tonight, 
she was phenomenal. That’s what I told 
her. Don’t worry about the offense, 
you’ve just got to keep playing defense. 
She gets a little scared sometimes. She 
kind of banged her other knee against 
Royal Oak. She got a little scared right 
away. But she’s slowly getting past that, 
but 1 think it’s just a natural human re
action.”

Rogers’ effort is what kept North Far
mington alive against Seaholm.

She totaled four of her team’s 11 
points in the third, and then she drew 
another trip to the foul line in the fourth.

for her. And, no, not just from an offen
sive standpoint. Rogers is a better de
fender and rebounder than anything 
else.

She’s incredibly slow on defense. 
And not in a bad way. She has a knack 
for baiting opponents to make foolish 
passes into the post because of how 
“slow” she is to react to a post move. But 
once that ball goes up in the air, Rogers 
swiftly nabs it and away the Raiders’ 
transition offense goes.

Name one center in Michigan who 
could probably lead her team in steals. 
Because if it wasn’t for Lefler and Creary 
right now, Rogers would be No. 1 in that 
statistic.

“It feels amazing to be back,” the sen
ior said. “It was definitely emotional last 
year watching the games and not play
ing. I feel like I’m a great addition to the 
team. We work together well on the 
court, and I’m glad to be back, definite-

The North Farmington girls basket
ball team is enduring a two-game lull.

If you can even call it that.
The Raiders, who are somehow un

ranked, are 19-0, two wins from winning 
the Oakland Activities Association
White outright and three wins from 
completing a perfect regular season.

But their last two wins have had 
coach Jeff Simpson on edge.

On Feb. 7, it took two overtimes to get 
past Royal Oak, 42-39, which is saying 
something because North Farmington 
downed the Ravens by 24 in early Janu
ary.

And then, on Friday, it took every
thing the Raiders had to sneak past 5-12 
Birmingham Seaholm, 32-17.

And don’t let that 15-point victory 
fool you. They needed a timeout with 
5:56 left and a stern talking to from 
Simpson to finally run away from the 
Maples.

An undefeated season is in progress. 
A likely division title is on deck. And one 
of the most anticipated playoff match
ups between North Farmington and 
fifth-ranked Farmington Hills Mercy is a 
few weeks away.

But are you having fun, Jeff?
“Yeah, it’s a little stressful when we 

don’t shoot the ball well,’’ Simpson said. 
“We’re in a little bit of a slump right now, 
but I guess better now than at the end. 
We’ve just got to shoot our way out of it, 
I think.

“We’re in a little lull. It’s a long sea
son. It’s a grind.... 1 think they’re feeling 
it a little. I’m trying to keep them staying 
loose, but I think they're feeling a little 
bit of pressure (about going undefeat
ed). I really think that they are. But I’m 
trying to keep them loose and keep them 
playing the game they love. You’ve just 
got to keep fighting through it.”

The reality is no one expected the 
Raiders to be in this position.

Sure, they were expected to have a 
great season, especially with how deep 
their roster was going to be. They 
brought back one of the best backcourts 
in the OAA in seniors Sela Lefler and Pe
nelope Creary. Plus they surrounded 
those two with juniors Hannah Hart, 
Asiyah Jihad and Anaya Billups and 
seniors Sydney Williams, Eliza Muller 
and Kelly Simpson.

But they went 12-9 a year ago and, 
clearly, they were missing something.

As it turns out, that something was 
almost 6-foot center Halle Rogers.

She tore her left ACL during the OAA- 
White opener against Rochester on Dec. 
21 last winter.

Now that she’s back battling in the 
paint, opponents don’t have an answer

While the Raiders struggled on offense, 
Rogers was keeping them in it on the de
fensive end.

“It’s so nice having her,” said Lefler, a 
team captain. “Last year, it was definite
ly sad playing without her. She sets the 
best screen. She has a really high IQ. She 
gets a lot of steals. She gets a lot of re
bounds. She plays super aggressively. I 
love when she’s in the game, and I love 
playing with her.”

That’s easy to say for Lefler, who’s 
enjoying a dream senior season right 
now.

Her team is undefeated.
She just signed with Division III Kean 

University in New Jersey.
And she reached the 1,000-point ca

reer mark for her career while scoring 17 
points during that double overtime win 
over Royal Oak earlier in the week.

“It’s been really amazing,” Lefler add
ed. “It’s been an amazing season. It 
couldn’t have gone any better, honestly. 
It is crazy. It’s really nice. I knew we 
were going to have a good senior year, 
but 1 didn’t know we were going to go 
undefeated. Honestly, it’s been really 
nice, and I’m hoping to go 22-0. It’s been 
really, really amazing.”

Lefler said Kean recruited her be
cause the team needs a point guard who 
can be gritty as well as a leader.

She’s definitely been that for Simp
son, who has been coaching Lefler and 
the rest of the seniors since they were in 
the seventh grade.

“She’s always been a basketball jun
kie,” Simpson said. “She loves the game. 
She’s probably too hard on herself. She’s 
her own worst enemy as far as being too 
hard on herself. So she wants to play in 
college, and she has that opportunity. 
She’s found a place that really likes her 
and wants her out at Kean University in 
New Jersey. She’s going to go there with 
a big freshmen class, and she’s going to 
go there and looks forward to that.”

Lefler gets a chance to add to her leg
acy as the regular season winds down.

If the Raiders beat Rochester Adams 
in their next game, all they have to do is 
get past Oxford on senior night to win 
the outright division championship. 
They’re just one game ahead of the 
Wildcats in the league standings.

Should they lose to Oxford, however, 
they can still clinch a share of the title 
with a win at Harper Woods to end the 
regular season.

Considering North Farmington beat 
Adams by 26 points, Oxford by 19 and 
Harper Woods by 31 earlier this winter, 
it’s safe to say it should be favored to fin
ish the year 22-0 overall. And, at the 
very least, that should finally put a smile 
on Simpson’s face.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandonj.

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

North Farmington's Halle Rogers pulls down a rebound during an Oakland 
Activities Association-White girls basketball game Friday, Feb. 10, 2023.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

enjoyed biking together, criss-crossing the states of Michigan and Iowa on 
multi-day rides for charitable organizations. He shared her love of travel, 
accompanying her on many of her quests, including to Cuba, Scotland and 
Panama in later years.

Gloria and Paul enjoyed a long retirement together in St. George, Utah 
along with Gloria’s beloved cat, Pretty Kitty. Gloria continued working 
with children by leading the mentoring program for a nearby Shivwits Na
tive American community. She joined Zia pottery studio in Kayenta and 
further developed her skills as an artist. She competed for many years as a 
racewalker in the Senior Olympics, organized and delivered meals at the 
community soup kitchen, and volunteered for many programs through her 
church. She was a long-time member of Habitat for Humanity, helping to 
build many homes. In 1999, she traveled to the Philippines to participate 
in President Jimmy Carter’s Work Project, a mass build of 250 homes for 
low income Filipinos.

Gloria always challenged herself to do more. She served as an inspiration 
to others, always ready to lend a helping hand and never failing to see the 
beauty in the world. She led by example, and her kindness and encourage
ment will be dearly missed.

Gloria was preceded in death by her husband, Paul Reynolds; her step
daughter, Vai Reynolds; and her brothers, Tom Crawford and Spencer “Bud” 
Crawford. Survivors include her brother, Ken (Becky) Niblock, and stepsister, 
Sandy (John Hess) Rogers. She is also survived by her nieces Lisa (Jason) 
Ferguson, Krista (Paul) Schulte, and Jessica (Mike) Hughes, her nephews 
Scott (Chris) Niblock and Spencer (Lauren) Crawford, and her great nieces 
and nephews Maddy, Zack, Bella, Abby, Ari, Alison, Carson and Connor.

A memorial service for Gloria will be held at her church, the Good Shep
herd Presbyterian Church in St. George, Utah, at a date to be determined. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made by reaching out 
and performing an act of kindness in her name or by donating to Habitat 
for Humanity.
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Paying for college expenses just got a 
little easier for Noah Etnyre.

On Tuesday, the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association named the 
Plymouth Christian Academy senior 
one of its Student-Athlete Award recipi
ents for the 2022-23 school year.

What’s the Student-Athlete Award?
Each year, for the past 34 years, the 

MHSAA, the governing body of high 
school sports in Michigan, has held an 
essay-writing contest. A panel reviews 
each essay and then picks 32 winners. 
Each winner receives a $2,000 scholar-

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

Award recipent just won 
a $2,000 scholarship

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

Etnyre was one of just six athletes 
who participate in Class C sports to earn 
the honor.

His high school experience gave him 
plenty to write about in his essay.

He’s a three-sport athlete, but he 
plays only baseball at PCA. The school 
has a co-op agreement with nearby Lu
theran Westland for a handful of sports. 
Etnyre takes advantage of that arrange
ment by playing football and wrestling 
for the Warriors.

He was the football team’s starting 
quarterback, which included him lead
ing the Warriors to their first-ever con
ference championship in 2021. And he 
was an individual state runner-up as a 
wrestler last winter.

Etnyre, who will play both baseball 
and football at Calvin College next 
school year, used his essay as an oppor
tunity to talk about his experience rep
resenting both PCA and Lutheran West
land.

"(My Lutheran Westland teammate)

“It’s been a lot of fun,” Houk said of 
sliding into Fernandez’s old role. "Every
body has really bought into what we’re 
trying to do, and we’re working our butts 
off in practice and in games. I’m pretty 
confident in it (my new role). My team
mates are coming around and making 
sure they’re getting open to help me out 
and make my job easier, too.

“I’m just being patient with the ball, 
knowing when 1 need to slow down the 
game a bit and not speed it up."

A year ago, Houk totaled 375 points, 
171 rebounds, 127 assists and 84 steals 
all while shooting 51% from the floor and 
27% from downtown. That was good 
enough for second-team honors on 
Hometown Life's All-Area team, which 
included a who’s who of future college 
players such as Wayne Memorial’s May- 
la Ham (Georgetown signee), Davai 
Matthews (Long Beach State) and Paris 
Bass (North Dakota), South Lyon East’s 
Taylor Anderson (Central Michigan 
University) and Farmington Hills Mer
cy’s Sarah Cunningham (Grand Valley 
State) and Maya White (GVSU).

With the Eagles jumping up to D-3, 
it’ll be tough for Houk to replicate those 
numbers because they’re not promised 
a deep playoff run like last season. 
They’ll likely face Ypsilanti Arbor Prep, 
last year’s state champions, in the dis
trict final. PCA (12-6) lost to the top
ranked Gators 67-32 on Jan. 31. But still, 
the Eagles are talented enough to make 
a potential playoff game close.

And, sure, Dwight from "The Office" 
might have once said that "identity theft 
is not a joke,” but Houk has certainly 
been doing a great impression of Fer
nandez this winter. The only question 
now is: Who will replace Houk when she 
graduates following this season?

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter ^afolsom- 
brandonj.
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Jack and I share an intense affinity for 
competition and success, and this 
common desire presented itself in a 
garage gym, a local football field, and 
the 2021-22 athletic season,” a snippet 
of Etnyre’s essay to the MHSAA said. 
"However, unlike most high school 
teammates, we never attended class in 
the same school building. ... The im
portance of sportsmanship is under
standing that a sport is so much more 
than a game. The game is simply there 
to bring people who need to be togeth
er, together.”

Etnyre also believes his faith was an 
important part of his growth as a high 
school athlete.

“First, I’m extremely grateful for the 
nomination,” Etnyre wrote in a state
ment to Hometown Life. "Obviously, 
none of it was possible without PCA, 
Lutheran High and everything my 
coaches and the staff/faculty have 
done for me. God has blessed me with 
the opportunity to represent a Chris
tian school as well as Christian ath
letes. It means a lot to me to be able to 
represent something more than just 
my role as a student or an athlete. 1 can 
represent Christ first and let the other 
aspects of my life take care of them
selves. It’s important to me to put my 
identity in my faith and who I am as a 
Christian first, and then build my life 
on that foundation.

"I’m looking forward to continuing 
my Christian education and aligning 
that with my studies in college. I am 
also looking forward to continuing my 
athletic career and just playing ball 
and having fun.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandonj.

As one incredible legacy at Detroit 
Mercy comes to a close, the Titans 
men's basketball program hopes anoth
er one is about to begin.

North Farmington boys basketball 
senior Ryan Hurst announced his verbal 
commitment to the Titans with a post 
from his Twitter account Tuesday. _

"I chose U of D becaqse it felt like 
home,” Hurst told Hometown Life via 
text message shortly after his commit
ment. “I got a chance to build a great re
lationship with Coach (Mike) Davis and 
Coach (Donnie) Marsh and they made 
me feel very welcome. 1 hope to accom
plish (creating) a winning environment 
at U of D and make the (NCAA) tourna
ment.” '

The 6-foot-3 combo guard was 
named Hometown Life’s Player of the 
Year following the 2021-22 season. The 
West Bloomfield transfer averaged 23 
points per game in just his first season 
with the Raiders, who are currently put
ting together quite the state champion
ship campaign with a talented support 
ing cast surrounding their second-year 
starter.

Right now, the third-ranked Raiders 
are 12-1 overall. Their lone loss was by 
one point to Warren Lincoln, one of the 
best teams from the Macomb Area Con

ference. North Farmington is unde
feated in the Oakland Activities Asso
ciation-Red and just three wins from 
securing at least a share of the division 
title.

While Hurst continues to lead his 
high school team to great heights, 
which should include a district cham
pionship at the very least, Antoine Da
vis is currently doing the same at 
UDM.

Davis, the son of Titans coach Mike 
Davis, recently became the second all
time leading scorer in NCAA history 
after surpassing former Portland State 
player Freeman Williams during a win 
over IUPUI two weeks ago. He is cur
rently fewer than 300 points from 
breaking Pete Maravich’s NCAA record 
of 3,667 career points.

He was recently named one of 10 fi
nalists for the Bob Cousy Award, 
which is awarded to the best point 
guard in college basketball each year.

What’s more, the university will be 
retiring Davis’ jersey during his final 
home game on Feb. 25 against Wright 
State.

While saying farewell to Davis will 
be hard for Titans fans, they should 
find solace in welcoming in Hurst, who 
should be a finalist for the Basketball 
Coaches Association of Michigan’s Mr. 
Basketball Award when it’s announced 
later this season.

Twitter: (&folsombrandonj.

the WAY' - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church

Worship ©Abbey Park 

28413 Abbey Lane 

New Hudson. Ml
, Sunday O10am, 248-553-7170 

www hope lutheran-church com
Rev Thomas Scherger

North Farmington’s Ryan Hurst dribbles past Detroit Catholic Central's DJ Lee 
during a non-conference boys basketball game Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022.
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The question throughout summer 
league was simply: How will Houk do 
filling in Fernandez’s shoes?

Considering the meme of Kevin 
from "The Office" spilling that giant 
bucket of chili on the floor wasn’t used 
to kick off this story, it’s safe to say 
Houk is doing well after having just 
one summer to prepare for the position 
switch.

“She’s doing a great job at point,” 
longtime coach Rod Windle said fol
lowing Tuesday’s 54-45 win over 
Cranbrook. “She’s directing traffic and 
figuring out driving lanes for herself. I 
believe she leads the team in assists 
and points, so she’s a player who’s 
making our offensive click a little bit.”

That quote could’ve easily been 
said about Fernandez, Hometown 
Life's 2021-22 Player of the Year, a year 
ago.

But, no, that quote was about Houk, 
who has steadily found her groove in 
the backcourt.

There are so many things Houk and 
Fernandez do similarly. Whether it’s 
scoring in transition, strongarming re
bounds and steals and taking them the 
distance, driving to the hoop or knock
ing down quick catch-and-shoot 3- 
pointers.

And much like Fernandez, Houk’s 
surrounded by so many talented play
ers that it makes it easier to create 
scoring opportunities for the Eagles. 
There's Hailey Maulbetsch, who also 
reached the 1,000-point scoring mark 
this winter, Madison Yeager and roo
kie Clara Goen. But there are also a few 
more up-and-comers such as Sophia 
Arlen-Olsen and Chloe Martin who are 
finding their rhythm in Houk’s offense.
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Plymouth Christian Academy’s Hailey Maulbestch battles Cranbrook's Yasmyn 
Palmer for a rebound during a girls basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023.
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Pure Cleaning Solutions Dryer Vent
Cleaning (517)404-7932
Puree leaning 1 SOgmail com

https://wwwiobpost ingtodoy.com/ 
Ref 4 35531

MS In Computer Science or related. 
Worksite: Troy, Ml. Apply: 
lnfoOthinkittech.com

Wise LT. Seeks Data Engineer Must 
hove MS in Information Systems and 
Security. Work site: Troy, Ml Apply 
infoOwiseitlnc.com

Infotree Global Solutions Seeks 
Product Engineer Must hove MS in 
Meeh. Engr , Industrial Engr, or a 
related field. Work site: Plymouth, 
Ml. Apply: 
sstoweOinfotreeglobal.com

Hexagon Manufacturing Intelligence, 
Inc seeks Consulting Engineer in 
Novi, Ml. Dev models in ADAMS 
suite for simulation/onalysis 
purposes. Telecommuting permitted

Lineage Logistics seeks Developers 
III in Novi, Ml to contribute to teams 
responsible for defining and refining 
system requirements and use cases to 
create industry leodina software 
products by collaborating with 
customers, analysts, developers, 
engineers, and other Lineage team 
members. Telecommuting Permitted. 
Apply at www.iabpostingfoday.com 
(Ref 4 43401)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior & Military 
Discounts.
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No clogging, No cleaning 
No leaking, No water damage 
No ladder accidents
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