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Milford gets a taste of Latin food

Northville Downs project clears first hurdle
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opposition to the project. For some, traf­
fic and road conditions were a sore spot.

Plymouth Township resident How­
ard Hamerink said he was not opposed 
to the project, but he lives in the area 
and has concerns about already-exist­
ing road congestion caused by school 
traffic, industrial traffic and the many 
trucks going to and from the nearby 
landfill every day.

Mora will keep the Maurice salad on 
the Milford House side and in Banditos

will concentrate on offering Latin-fla­
vored dishes, along with high-end te­
quilas, bourbons, and more.

On the current menu are small plates 
such as diablo shrimp, filet fajita tips, 
queso, guacamole and salsa appetizers, 
as well as a fiesta Mexican pizza, plus 
some surprises such as chicken tinga 
egg rolls and pineapple cheesecake egg 
rolls.

Captain’s sacrifice could 
help Detroit CC at states
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would include a half-mile oval harness 
racetrack, grandstand, racing building, 
horse barn and more.

At the Feb.15 meeting, the Plymouth 
Township Planning Commission was 
tasked with holding a public hearing 
and deciding whether plans for the pro­
ject meet predetermined criteria to 
move forward as a planned unit devel­
opment (PUD).

Those who made comments during 
the hearing spoke both in favor of and in

Dan Mora felt Milford was missing 
authentic Latin food, so he is quickly 
fixing that with the opening of Bandi­
tos Restaurant & Saloon.

The intimate bar and lounge, locat­
ed inside the quickly evolving Milford 
House at the corner of Main and Com­
merce streets, recently had a soft

After nearly an hour of public com­
ment and a few tense moments, a pro­
posal for the Northville Downs in Ply­
mouth Township got a green light in 
the first step of the approval process.

The project, proposed on part of a 
128-acre parcel near the southwest 
corner of Five Mile and Ridge roads,

opening and received such a great re­
sponse that Mora is already planning its 
expansion in both seating and menu of­
ferings.

“It’s been crazy - we will have two 
full-blown restaurants,” he said and 
then laughs, "We asked people what 
does Milford need? And we found the 
answer was Latin food and Maurice sal-

Lauren Haring and Nate Curtis took 
a swing at going to college by becom­
ing golf caddies.

They ended up hitting the ultimate 
hole-in-one: a full four-year tuition 
and housing scholarship to their 
choice of the University of Michigan or 
Michigan State University, worth at 
least $120,000.

It’s a game-changer for the teens 
and their families.

“I just think this is going to set me 
up for pursuing my dreams,” Haring, a 
Highland Township resident and 
Lakeland High School senior, said. "1 
don’t have to worry about the financial 
burden of college. I’ll be surrounded by 
successful people with the same ambi­
tions and now with this scholarship, 
I’ll go to one of the best schools in 
Michigan and get the best education 
possible.”

Curtis, a Livonia Stevenson High 
School senior, agreed.

“If I had not gotten this scholarship, 
I probably wouldn’t have gone to (a 
four-year) college,” he said. "I would 
have either gone to community college 
or trade school, because it’s too much 
to take on the loans. I would have had 
to pay it all myself and I didn’t want to 
do that.”

Now, he will attend Michigan State 
University in the fall and go green 
without having to spend green, all be­
cause he took a chance on working the 
greens at Western Golf & Country Club 
in Redford Township on the sugges­
tion of a school guidance counselor 
three years ago.

The counselor was familiar with the 
nearly century-old Chick Evans Schol­
arship, named after an amateur golfer, 
and through which nearly 12,000 cad­
dies have graduated college.

Currently, a record 1,100 caddies are 
enrolled at 22 universities across the 
nation as Evans Scholars, according to 
the Western Golf Association. Haring 
and Curtis are among 25 high school 
seniors in Michigan that were recently 
selected to be among the next class of 
Evan Scholars, based on their strong 
caddy record, excellent academics, fi­
nancial need and outstanding charac-
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locked at lunch time; it’s gridlocked in 
the evening."

Plan gets first of 
four required approvals

“It’s gridlocked,” Hamerink said. "It’s 
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Microbrewery, tasting room planned in Livonia

LIVONIA - A new microbrewery and 
tasting room is likely on its way to Livo­
nia.

Joe Walters is planning to open the 1 
For All microbrewery later this year at 
38083 Ann Arbor Road.

He plans to run the business by him­
self, saying he values the creative free­
dom and reliability that come with

An initial knowledge of golf was not 
required, Haring noted.

She is the granddaughter of a golfer, 
but she knew nothing about the sport 
herself when her grandpa suggested she 
caddy at Pine Lake Country Club in 
West Bloomfield Township.

She was only 13, the youngest age at 
which caddies are accepted, but she was 
sold on the idea of making good money, 
meeting new people and getting exer­
cise outdoors. Most of all, she was excit­
ed about the end game—free college.

Curtis, who was a sophomore when 
he learned about the opportunity to 
caddy for a scholarship, had golfed be­
fore but had never helped anyone on the 
course.

Both Haring and Curtis had very 
short training, just a day or two, and 
then it was out on the course to accom­
pany seasoned golfers and to continual­
ly learn.

"It’s lots of patience, lots of taking in 
information as you go,” Curtis said. "You 
have to have a good knowledge of golf, 
you have to keep up with the golfer and 
be active and talk to them.”

Curtis worked about four hours a day 
five days a week during summers and a
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Review of the City of Northville, Wayne, and 
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Rolls of the City of Northville on the following dates:

Pursuant to Act 165 of 1971 and based on the proposed changes to assessed values for 
2023, the Wayne and Oakland County Equalization Departments have set the following 
tentative equalization factors relative to the 2023 Real and Personal Property Assessments: 
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appointment or with any questions you may have regarding your 2023 taxable or assessed 
value

working alone.
"Keeping it small and manageable to 

where I can do it myself has been a con­
cept I’ve had for many years now,” Wal­
ters said. “The whole concept is just 
pulling it back into just doing the tasting 
room and doing it all myself.”

The business is awaiting lease confir­
mation, and is expected to receive the 
remaining city approvals later this 
month. 1 For All will only serve beer and 
hard seltzer.

Walters formerly owned the popular 

Lauren Haring, a Lakeland High School 
senior, caddies at Pine Lake Country 
Club in West Bloomfield Township.
COURTESY OF LAUREN HARING

Nate Curtis, a Livonia Stevenson High 
School senior, is a 2023 awardee of the 
Chick Evans Scholarship.
COURTESY OF NATE CURTIS

little less in the fall.
Haring, who began working league 

nights in the spring of seventh grade, 
said she would caddy for 18 holes or 
sometimes 36 holes on summer days, 
which usually equated to being on the 
course for five or six hours. She also re­
ceived some early driving lessons on the 
golf cart. When she started caddying, 
she recalls she was the same size as 
some of the golf bags, which was intimi­
dating, as was getting out of her comfort 
zone and advising strangers on their 
golf game.

Over the years, however, caddying

A steady stream of speakers lined up 
to voice concerns about issues such as 
animal ethics and gambling. Some ar­
gued the plan is not in alignment with 
the goals of the township’s master plan.

Plymouth Township resident Antho­
ny Costa said he is opposed to the pro­
posal and cited concerns about horse 
deaths in the racing industry.

“As a state, we’ve outlawed dog rac­
ing because of the cruelty and the per­
ception of that sport,” he said. I ask you, 
how is this any different?”

Costa and several others also pointed 
to the closure of several other horserac­
ing facilities in Michigan. Currently, 
Northville Downs is the only such busi­
ness operating in the state.

Others expressed concerns about the 
woodlands and wetlands on the proper­
ty, including Johnson Creek, a tributary 
said to be the only coldwater stream in 
the Rouge River watershed capable of 
supporting certain species of fish.

"The Friends of the Rouge are ex­
tremely concerned about this project,” 
said Sally Petrella, the organization's 
monitoring manager. "Johnson Creek is 
... just this jewel; the healthiest, cleanest 
most beautiful part of the river. We have 
serious concerns about the decline of 
this asset in Plymouth Township.”

The planning department also re­
ported receipt of 556 email comments 
on the project, including 515 autogener­
ated PETA form letters.

Liberty Street Brewing Company — now 
the Bearded Lamb Brewing Company — 
in Plymouth for over a decade and has 
been working in the beverage industry 
for about 25 years.

He’s also consulted for other brewer­
ies and has taught brewing classes at 
Schoolcraft College.

The tasting room will be small, with a 
bar of about 25 seats and a to-go option 
for people wanting to purchase growl­
ers.

Walters plans to have 10 beers on tap 

has helped her grow as a person and has 
become “the most rewarding experi­
ence of my life.”

She wrote about her experience in a 
two-page essay that she had to submit 
with her application for the Evans 
Scholarship. She noted in her essay 
that, if selected, the education at the 
University of Michigan or Michigan 
State University would help her achieve 
her dream of being a successful engi­
neer.

Last month, after an interview proc­
ess in which she and other caddies 
spoke in front of an audience at the Or­

A large group of residents turned out 
at a Plymouth Township Planning 
Commission meeting Feb. 15 to share 
comments during a public hearing on 
the proposed Northville Downs at 
Plymouth Township project.
LAURA COLVIN/HOMETOWNUFE.COM

Others spoke in favor of the plan, in­
cluding Marilyn Bertera, a Northville 
resident who told the planning commis­
sion she and her husband are lifelong 
harness racers. Bertera serves in roles 
with the U.S. Trotting Association and 
the American Horse Council.

"I think it’s safe to say that anyone 
who races horses in Michigan, and 
probably most horse owners, are sup­
portive of this proposal to keep our last 
racetrack open and keep racing dive in 
Michigan,” Bertera said. “Standardbred 
horses are bred to race. That’s what they 
like to do, that’s what they enjoy doing. 
We don’t force them to race. Most race­
horses are very well cared for.”

Bob McCurdy, vice president of the 
Plymouth Soccer Club, said he was 
hopeful a community benefit agree­
ment with the proposed facility would 
include a provision for his group.

“Some of those open spaces ... would 
be incredibly helpful in a community 
that is devoid of athletic field space,” he 
said.

During the hearing, several people 
commented on a perception that the 
township might be too focused on the fi­
nancial benefits of the project.

Gary Heitman, Plymouth Township’s 
economic development coordinator and 
former township trustee, seemed to 
take issue with the comments and drew 
the ire of the crowd when he took a turn 
at the podium.

"My god is to fill every single open 
spot there is in this township with a 
business that brings taxes to the town­
ship,” Heitman said, noting the pro­
posed project site has been empty for 

at any time, including 1PA, porter, stout, 
amber ale, blonde lager and gluten free 
beer. He said his fan-favorite nonalco­
holic root beer and his "Pooh Beer” hon­
ey porter will be on the menu, as well.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

chard Lake Country Club in West 
Bloomfield Township about their ambi­
tions, she learned she will soon be on 
her way to achieving her god.

Her mother found a letter on the 
porch from the Western Golf Associa­
tion and began dancing around her 
daughter.

Haring opened the envelope to see a 
little white flag, a signal that she was a 
new scholar.

"I started tearing up and getting so 
excited,” she said. “I texted my friends 
and called other family members. There 
were so many people who specifically 
helped me that I thanked, including 
golfers at the club who helped me with 
the application and helped me be a good 
caddy.”

Curtis, too, remembers the "nice little 
flag,” as he opened his free ticket to col­
lege, and of course, the excited reaction 
of his family.

“This is such a blessing,” Curtis said. 
“Two years ago, I had no idea what I 
would be doing. It means almost every­
thing to me. I know now I can go to col­
lege, get a degree, help my family. Now 
my parents know they don’t have to 
worry about me.”

Caddying, he adds, was the best deci­
sion he has ever made.

To learn more about the Evans Schol­
arship, visit wgaesf.org.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

six years. Tve had at least 50 business­
es that were going to move in. I’ve gotten 
no (financial) support from Wayne 
County, no support from the State of 
Michigan.

"Guess what? I can put something 
worse in there, and I can make every one 
of you cry with some of the buildings 
and stuff 1 can put in," he said, generat­
ing an audible reaction from the crowd.

Plymouth Township resident Catie 
Miglietti drew applause from the audi­
ence when she responded.

"I think it’s sad that kind of behavior 
is tolerated here,” she said.

in addition to holding the public 
hearing, the planning commission was 
tasked with deciding whether to ap­
prove the PUD option as recommended 
by the township’s planning department, 
based on the plan meeting eight prede­
termined criteria to qualify as a PUD.

The criteria are related to issues such 
as community benefit, preservation of 
natural assets, avoiding negative im­
pacts to surrounding properties, ensur­
ing the project’s compatible with the ad­
jacent land uses and the redevelopment 
of a functionally obsolete site.

Township Planner Laura Haw said 
the department felt the plan complied 
with all the applicable criteria, noting 
the proposal will leave 41 percent of the 
124-acre parcel untouched to preserve 
wetlands and woodlands for recreation 
and conservation. The plan also re­
quires the applicant to install a non-mo- 
torized paved path along the perimeter 
of the wetlands and Johnson Creek 
along with a pathway along Ridge Road 
and up to Five Mile.

The planning commission approved 
the PUD option with conditions, send­
ing it to the township board of trustees 
for the same consideration. If approved 
by the board, the proposal will return to 
the planning commission, then again to 
the township board, for site plan review.

Township Treasurer Bob Doroshe- 
witz, who serves as board of trustees li­
aison to the planning commission, said 
development of the land was inevitable.

"The previous plans... called for eight 
sizable buildings," he said. "It’s private 
property. Something’s going to get built 
eventually, so pick your poison."

The site was previously approved for 
the Ridge 5 project, which would have 
included up to eight industrial users. 
That applicant withdrew the project 
several years ago.

mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
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Jin Zhu, 59, of Farmington Hills, poses just before she ran a marathon in Antarctica in early February, photos provided by world marathon challenge

Runner finishes 7 marathons in 7 days on 7 continents
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Sore knee the price of 
astounding 7-7-7 feat

Reached at her hospital job last week, 
and with her knee sending twinges of 
pain, she wasn’t ready to sign up for this 
October’s Detroit Free Press Interna­
tional Marathon, although she has fond 
memories of it from a decade ago, as the 
first of many marathons she has fin­
ished since. Still, Zhu didn’t rule it out, 
and Free Press race officials said they’d 
make a fuss over her if she returns to 
downtown Detroit to run the race the 
newspaper founded in 1978. Her knee 
needs rest and an orthopedist’s exam, 
which she has scheduled, Zhu said.

“People came from 13 countries. Ant­
arctica didn’t have a shower. The other 
places - they all had those facilities in, 
like, sports centers. In Madrid, it was a 
high school.

"But in Brazil, we didn’t have time to 
have a shower” because flight delays put 
the group behind in the rush to squeeze 
seven races within seven days, she said. 
Running behind schedule, literally, Zhu 
and the others started their last mara­
thon in Miami after midnight, just 17 
hours after starting their previous race 
in Brazil. She finished, as she did for 
each race, in well under five hours.

The group did not stay in hotels be­
cause there so little time between races, 
so the only time to sleep was aboard the 
jet flights. Zhu should’ve been exhaust­
ed after that last race, where was joined 
for her last mile by members of a Miami- 
based club of Chinese American run­
ners, then was greeted at the finish line 
by her husband and sons. She should’ve 
demanded a quiet hotel room for a 12- 
hour rest. Not this runner.

In Antarctica she was bundled head 
to foot including goggles and a face 
mask while running on snow-covered 
ice, yet still she managed to run 26.2 
miles. Yes, a marathon.

Within the same week in early Febru­
ary, she did the same thing, again and 
again - in South Africa, Australia, Du­
bai, Spain, Brazil and finally Miami, 
Florida. She fell several times on a rock- 
strewn hill near a village an hour outside 
Madrid. That hurt her knees, and one 
still ached after she returned to all-night 
shifts last week as a nurse anesthetist at 
Detroit’s DMC Sinai-Grace Hospital.

Yet, far outweighing that pain, said 
Jin Zhu, 59, of Farmington Hills, has 
been the thrill of notching a coveted “7­
7-7.” That means running seven mara­
thons in seven days on, no kidding, all 
seven world continents. Not many have 
done it. The World Marathon Challenge 
is a show of athletic prowess that's im­
probably difficult and costly. Zhu’s hus­
band and their two sons gave her the 
globe-trotting vacation week as an early 
60th birthday gift, for about $45,000, 
she said.

“I feel like my body is fine. My knee is 
kind of swollen and there’s still a little 
pain now. But I have no muscles sore,” 
Zhu said. She chuckled as she remi­
nisced about her break-neck week of 
marathons, shared with a dozen women 
and two dozen men, along with medical 
and race staff, who flew chartered 
planes from continent to continent.

Detroit nurse anesthetist Jin Zhu gives 
a thumbs up as she quaffs an energy 
drink while nearing a marathon finish 
in Brazil on Feb. 6. By midnight, she 
was about to run another marathon in 
Miami, her last of seven on seven 
continents in a week.

“I couldn’t sleep,” she said. "I was 
very excited to finish, very excited to see 
my family and so happy to meet the lo­
cal Chinese runners,” said Zhu, who was 
bom in China.

“Back to Michigan, I’m back to nor­
mal sleep. I work the night shift at the 
hospital, you know,” she said.

In fact, Zhu is notorious among co­
workers for working night shifts in 
warm weather, then driving immediate­
ly to Kensington Metropark in Milford to 
train for 15 to 20 miles, often meeting 
friends who join her on long runs.

Zhu pulled off this month’s global 
challenge off with stunning aplomb, 
grabbing several second places, a third 
and a fourth among the group of women 
who competed, many of them far 
younger and presumably in their phys­
ical prime. (Her fastest time was 3:48:29 
in Dubai; and slowest was 4:36:44 in the 
Antarctic, which is still less than n min­
utes per mile on ice fields near the South

Pole.)
The quirky World Marathon Chal­

lenge, and Zhu’s success, illustrates two 
unexpected trends in marathon run­
ning, said Ed Kozloff, the founding race 
director of the Free Press International 
Marathon and a national authority on 
the 26.2-mile distance. Kozloff’s base­
ment in Huntington Woods contains 
such an impressive archive of running 
literature, medals and mementos that it 
once rated a two-page spread in “Run­
ner’s World" magazine. He said one sur­
prising trend is that for many runners 
the thrill has switched to accumulating 
race finishes, not beating the clock, Ko­
zloff said.

“More and more, people aren’t al­
ways worried about their time. It’s be­
come just how many races you can do,” 
he said. Another surprising trend, ac­
cording to Kozloff, is that many of the 
nation’s aging runners aren’t quitting. 
Their unexpected persistence, call it 
running addiction if you will, applies to 
Baby Boomers (born 1946-1964), the 
group that includes Zhu; and to Gen 
Xers (bom 1965-1980), Kozloff said.

"The age factor has extended. People 
who might’ve thought they were too old 
at 60 or 65 tire still running,” he said. The 
ultimate geezer jock in this year’s World 
Marathon Challenge was 80-year-old 
Dan Little of Madill, Oklahoma. His pace 
was about half that of Zhu’s, yet Little 
managed to finish all but one marathon, 
the one in Brazil, when race organizers 
called a halt to his exertions and hustled 
everyone to the airport, trying to stay 
within their seven-day schedule.

So, what did Little do? He finished his 
marathon at the airport, Zhu said, 
laughing as she recalled the scene.

“He was going in a big circle in the air­
port,” she said, adding: “He’s a very nice 
guy. He said he wants to do it again next 
year.”

INVITATION TO BID 
HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND UNIFORMS

CITY OF NOVI 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

OF MARCH 2023 BOARD OF REVIEW

Monday, March 13, 2023 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.tn. Mayor’s Conference Room 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023 - 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Mayor’s Conference Room 

Wednesday, March 15, 2023 - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Mayor’s Conference Room
Located in the Civic Center, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375.

Novi Public Schools is now accepting sealed bids for the purchase of high school marching 
band uniforms in accordance with the outlined specifications. Bidder must also complete and 
include Novi’s bidding document. Bidder must furnish, prior to or at the time of the official 
bid opening, a complete “BID SAMPLE” It is the bidder’s responsibility to see that this 
uniform arrives prior to the bid opening. Since the bid sample is a requirement of your bid, 
the Purchaser reserves the right to return unopened any bid not accompanied by the required 
bid sample.
Bidding documentation and specifications may be found on the district website www. 
novi.kl2.mi.us, under District, Business and Fintpice/Bid or you may email sandra.brasil® 
novikl2.org for bidding documents.
Sealed bids will be received by mail at the office of: - •

Novi Community School District 
25345 Taft Rd
Novi, MI 48374
Attn: Devin Kling, Asst Superintendent of Business & Finance

The outside of the submitted bid envelope must clearly state “SEALED BID-BAND 
UNIFORMS"
Bids must be received no later than 3:00 pm, March. 10 2023. Fax bids and email bids will 
not be accepted Questions from bidders shall be submitted in writing to Matthe w.dimffV 
novikl2.org no later than March 6, 2023

Notice is hereby given that the March Board of Review shall convene for the Organizational 
Meeting at 9:00 a.m. EST, Tuesday, March 7, 2023, in the Mayor’s Conference Room/ 
Civic Center at 45175 W. Ten Mile Road. The Board of Review will not hear appeals at the 
Organizational meeting.
Notice is further given that the second session of the Board of Review will meet 
for the purpose of hearing and considering assessment appeals in the Mayor’s 
Conference Room/Civic Center at 45175 W. Ten Mile Road on March 13, 14, and 15, 
2023.
If you or your representative want to appeal in person, you are strongly encouraged 
to come into the assessing department on or before 5:00 p.m. EST, Friday, March 10, 
2023, in order to schedule an appointment to ensure your time before the Board of 
Review. Appearances before the Board of Review are limited to five (5) minutes or 
less. Petitions are available at the Assessor’s Department or at www.citypfuovLorg 
> Services > Board of Review Notice. Please bring four (4) copies of the documents 
to support your contention of True Cash Value to your board appointment.
NO APPOINTMENTS WILL BE GIVEN UNTIL A PETITION IS RECEIVED BY THE 
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT. .
Written Appeals: Taxpayers may file a protest and petition in writing, instead of appearing in 
person. Letters of protest will be accepted on or before 3:00 p.m. EST, Tuesday, March 14, 
2023. Postmarks will not be considered When submitting a letter of protest for the Board 
of Review consideration, you must attach a completed petition along with any supporting 
information.
All agents protesting values on property other than their own MUST HAVE written 
authorization from each property owner they are representing.
Persons on a limited income may be eligible for a reduction in property taxes due to poverty. 
Applications are available at the Assessing Department, or at ww w.cityofnovi.org Any 
questions should be directed to the Assessing Department at (248) 347-0485.Bids will be opened publicly at 3:05 pm, March 10, 2023 at the Novi Educational Services 

Building. 25345 Taft Rd, Novi, MI 48374
Bids must remain valid for a period of forty-five (45) days after the bid opening
Novi Community School District reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids, either in 
whole or in part, to waive any informalities or irregularities therein, or to award the contract 
to other than the Bidder’s” submitting the best financial bid, it its sole and absolute discretion
Bid evaluation may be based upon cost, delivery, compliance with conditions and specifications, 
vendor reliability and other criteria deemed appropriate by Novi Community School District

H-76TD-90VD

http://www.cityofnovi.org
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Former Schoolcraft College president dead at 79

Former Schoolcraft College President Conway Jeffress. Rebecca cook

Aunts, grandma vow to keep siblings together after mom of 12 dies
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Nikita Washington gave birth to a 
son, Nathaniel, at 10:56 p.m. Dec. 22 at 
Hutzel Hospital in Detroit.

The following morning, when Daveia 
Knox went to the hospital to meet her 
new nephew, she had no idea her sister 
was experiencing complications.

“Out of the blue, they came and told 
me her oxygen had dropped below nor­
mal,” Daveia recalled. “They had to tube 
her, put her on a ventilator, and the next 
thing I know, the doctor said they had to 
do emergency surgery because she was 
bleeding from the inside... 1 said, ‘Do

ideas, he enjoyed championing great vi­
sions for what was possible and he ap­
preciated other people’s experiences 
and understandings," she said. “He
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The father of Nikita’s older children is 
deceased. The father of the younger 
children is in jail.

If not for willing relatives, the chil­
dren would have gone into Michigan's 
foster care system.

Instead Nikita's children will join 
about 54,000 children in Michigan be­
ing raised by relatives after being sep­
arated from their biological parents for a 
variety of reasons.

Beth Lindley, director of the Kinship 
Care Resource Center at Michigan State

Schoolcraft 
r College

LIVONIA - Conway Jeffress played a 
major role in shaping Schoolcraft Col­
lege into what it is today.

In his nearly 19 years at the helm of 
the community college, he was known 
for spurring campus growth and devel­
opment. The campus’ Bradner Library, 
Biomedical Technology building, indoor 
soccer fields, and VisTaTech Center 
were built on Jeffress’ watch. The school 
also broke ground on its health sciences 
facility while he was in office.

Schoolcraft even named a building, 
the Jeffress Center, after him while he 
was still president.

Jeffress died Feb. 13 at the age of 79.
“It was a joy to learn from him,” 

Schoolcraft President Glenn Cerny, who 
knew Jeffress for over a decade, said. "1 
think a lot of people who have met Con­
way can say the same thing. He shared 
his wisdom and knowledge, and he was 
always open. I appreciated that.”

Jeffress started working at School­
craft in 1982 before accepting the top job 
in 2001. He retired in 2020, saying then 
he felt the timing was right for a leader­
ship transition.

Livonia Mayor Maureen Miller Bros-

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY

nan said she’ll remember Jeffress’ love 
for Schoolcraft.

“What I will remember most about 
Dr. Jeffress is that he liked sharing

loved and believed in Schoolcraft Col­
lege and he was smart, driven and suc­
cessful in leading this valued part of our 
community.”

According to Cerny, Jeffress’ work to 
develop the campus and create partner­
ships helps the college generate revenue 
that ultimately goes back to students.

“A comment he made to me the first 
time I met him in 2010 was, ‘Always pro­
tect the college,’” Cerny recalled. “‘The 
college is in perpetuity. Schoolcraft Col­
lege will be here long after I’m gone. Al­
ways protect its reputation, mission and 
vision because it's so important to the 
community. It's so important to stu­
dents who are trying to achieve the 
greater good.' That was drilled into me 
from my first meeting.”

Jeffress' funeral arrangements are 
being handled by the O’Brian-Sullivan 
Funeral Home in Novi, but details are 
not available yet. Cerny said Schoolcraft 
plans to host an event in Jeffress’ honor 
sometime in March.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

whatever you can to save her, she has 12 
kids to live for. Please save my sister.’”

The effort was futile. Nikita, 35, died 
at 11:55 a m. A dozen children were left 
motherless.

But Nikita’s kids are not alone. They 
immediately were enveloped by Daveia, 
her sisters Jackie and Sharhonda, and 
their mother, Patricia.

There was never any doubt the ex­
tended family would take Nikita’s chil­
dren in.

“Me and my mom and my sisters, 
we’re gonna make sure it happens,” Da­
veia said. "When Kita was alive, we al­
ways helped her. The kids know they are 
gonna be good. We have no choice. No 
way they would be separated.”

Shelby Tankersley 
Hometownlife.com

Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet. Hardwood. Vinyl Plank, and Laminate, 
basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently 
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. 
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available in all 
areas. Valid through 02/26/23. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors.

From left, Daveia Knox, Patricia 
Pouncey, and Jackie Pouncey with 
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Nathaniel. Jackie holds the obituary 
for Nikita Washington, Nathaniel's 
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Mom of 12
Continued from Page 4A
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Novi

Keeping kids together 
Is family’s top priority

Finding the courage 
to dream of a better future

FoxRunNovi.com

well as a significant discount from QA 
Cantrell Funeral Services, where Da- 
veia’s husband, Joseph, works.

Daveia remembers Nikita as the fun 
big sister who hosted parties and would 
“let you do anything except bad stuff.” 
Nikita taught Daveia how to drive, how 
to do hair and was loving. Nikita attend­
ed Denby High School, but dropped out 
in 11th grade after becoming pregnant 
with her oldest son, Kishon, 19.

Daveia wants to carry on her sister's 
legacy of being fun and loving. Her niece 
Cerenity, 17, will attend prom this year. 
Daveia wants the event to be a bright 
spot in a markedly dark year. Daveia 
said she’ll use some of the donated 
funds to buy her niece a dress and 
shoes.

Lindley is touched by the determina­
tion of families to soldier on through 
overwhelming challenges.

“These families are amazing and re­
silient and thinking always about the 
well-being of these children," she said. 
“They make that decision to raise these 
children without thinking about how 
they are going to do it. They just want to 
make sure their relatives are ok."

The Kinship Care Resource Center 
will help however it can, in applying for 
cash assistance, food assistance, health 
care or legal support. The conversations 
Lindley has with these families are of­
ten complicated and sad when well-in­
tentioned relatives realize how limited a 
safety net can be. More than half of the 
caretakers the Kinship Care Resource 
Center has assisted in the past two 
years earn less than $35,000 a year.

“There are an estimated 45,000 fam­
ilies in Michigan that came together on 
their own to provide safety for their rela­
tives and there is not a safety net for 
them,” Lindley said. “The 2018 law 
helped, but what isn’t clear to me, is 
what the answer is to equitable sup­
port... That is the north star — getting 
equitable support for both foster care 
families and kinship caregivers.

“It is inconceivable that these women 
are coming together to take care of 18 
children total, that there wouldn’t be 
more out there to help them,” Lindley 
said of Nikita’s sisters and mother. 
"They are saving the system a huge 
amount of effort by providing a much 
more stable environment for the chil­
dren, even in the face of poverty.”

Daveia has applied for guardianship 
and may soon be seeking guidance from 
the Kinship Care Resource Center. The 
gofundme remains open.

Daveia said she is taking one day at a 
time, hoping she can give the kids bigger 
dreams in the future. She prays a lot.

“I pray to give my kids and nieces and 
nephews the life I didn’t have growing 
up,” she said. “When I was younger, I 
wanted to go places and show them 
places other than just Detroit. I want all 
my kids — and they are all mine now — 
to be successful, to see them go to col­
lege and to enjoy their life.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

Daveia said she’s determined to keep 
her nieces and nephews together de­
spite their family’s limited resources. 
She and her husband, Joseph, and their 
six children live in one flat of a two-fam­
ily flat in Detroit. Her sister Jackie and 
her 12-year-old live in the other flat. The 
children’s grandmother, Patricia, who 
uses a walker and suffers from blood 
clots, lives in a tiny duplex about 10 
miles and a 20-minute drive away from 
Daveia.

Daveia put out a plea for help the day 
her sister died. A gofundme titled sim­
ply, “Help for burial and her kids” raised 
just under $2,000 before the Jan. 9 fu­
neral.

The family was able to pay for Niki­
ta’s funeral with help from donors, as

University, said there is general recog­
nition that children who can’t be with 
their parents have better outcomes 
when placed with family members or 
close friends rather than in foster care 
homes.

Still, the system “is complicated," 
Lindley said.

Changes to the law in 2018 mean fam­
ily members who take in children don't 
have to go through foster care licensing 
requirements. But they also struggle to 
get equitable financial support from the 
state. Foster families receive $20 to $25 
a day per child. Family members provid­
ing a similar home environment for chil­
dren can get a maximum of $158 a 
month for the first eligible child and less 
for successive children through the 
Temporary Aid to Needy Families 
(TANF).

Lindley explained there is no specific 
kinship benefit. If a family is eligible for 
a Social Security benefit, it would be 
subtracted from the available cash as­
sistance from the state.

“There isn’t a great pot of money that 
says if you are a kinship survivor, you’re 
entitled to 'x,'” she said. “We don’t want 
more kids in foster care, but there aren’t 
great supports outside of that system.... 
This is what lots of families are up 
against when they swoop in to take care 
of their family’s children.”

Cerenity, 17, holds her newborn brother Nathaniel and is surrounded by nine 
more of her siblings, Cassidy, 16; Antonio,15; Jessie, 14; Terrence, 11; Jayla, 9;
Yanhya, 7; Dayanna, 5; David, 3; and Noah, 1. The children’s mother, Nikita 
Washington, died Dec. 23 at Hutzel Hospital in Detroit, hours after giving birth 
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNUFE.COM

It takes two car trips to get the chil­
dren to school if all of them are staying 
in Daveia’s home. For now, two of the 
youngest children - David, 3, and new­
born Nathaniel - stay with Daveia. The 
older children - Cerenity, Cassidy, 16; 
Antonio, 15; Jessie, 13; Terrence, 11; Jay- 
la, 9; Yanhya, 7; and Dayanna, 5 - stay 
with their grandmother because they 
can walk to school from her house. 
Noah, L is also staying with Grandma 
because he is particularly attached to 
Cerenity.

Daveia said her husband Joseph 
works three jobs, driving the hearse for 
Cattrell, providing security at Travis 
Sports Bar and Grill at night, and work­
ing as a hi-lo driver at Universal, a logis­
tics and transportation company on 
Georgia Street.

Daveia works there, too, and said she 
also plans to go back to working at a 
nursing home after she renews her li­
cense as a certified nursing assistant.

She said she’s always had help with 
the children from her mother or Jo­
seph’s grandmother, a 69-year-old who 
has the energy of a 20-something.

Looking ahead, Daveia’s worries are 
much larger than getting her niece to 
prom.

She wants the children to have their 
own space, but she and Joseph were 
forced to move to a smaller home when 
their five-bedroom home was damaged 
by fire last year.

Call 1-877-211-9301 or visit us 
at FoxRunNovi.com. .

mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
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Jankowski Lundberg

The bar at Banditos Restaurant & Saloon, 510 N. Main St. in Milford
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Banditos
Continued from Page 1A

29 What you like
31 Forty percent of

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: SILVER

DOWN
1 It’s feathered 

for flight
2 “Thats a 

surprise!"
3 Stacks
4 Lessen
5 Elvis played it 

between tour 
stops

6 A Danube 
country

7 At present
8 With lost 

integrity
9 Hair happening

10 Breakfast buffet 
staple

11 Going nowhere
12 Identical twin in 

genetics
13 Question before 

the cameras
14 Upset
21__thing
23 Related to
24 See 48 Across
25 Most likely to 

become canon
26 Comparatively 

slick
27 Wireless 

broadband 
standard

28 Macbeth or 
Falstaff
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ACROSS
1 “Echoic' 

Japanese 
hotpot dish

11 Unfair play
15 Words of support 

for a good match
16 Done quickly?
17 Going over 

everything
18 Mythical spear 

carrier
19 Bug out
20 Where Einstein 

created the “E" 
equation

21 Turns red, 
perhaps

22 Pull out of a spot
23 Maserati sister 

brand
24 Snide challenge
25 Equivalent of 

Johannes
26 Former in-flight 

cataloguer
28 Lozenge on 

jewelry
30 Slimmed-down 

food department
32 Scrapping or 

rowing
33 Star Trek intro 

claim to fame
36 Sphere opposite 

a head
37 Damage
38 Sign over
39 Party central of a 

sort
41 Having holes in 

a plot
43 Talking lion of 

literature
44 Give a thrill to
45 Mother's _
48 With 24 Down, 

certain sorbet 
surroundings

49 Ground cover
CREATORS SYNDICATE O«n3 STAMEY NEWMAN ST AN X WORDS* AOI COM 2/18/23

Kiama 

Koscluwko 

Largs 

Lawson 

Laura

Dorrtgo 

Dub bo 

tden
Forbes
Glebe 
Mfl

Grafton

Gundagai
Guyr« 

Junto
Kempsey

That resignation led to a flurry of 
changes done by the board at the meet­
ing, which included naming current 
trustee Cynthia Jankowski as Lund­
berg’s replacement. In exchange, 
Lundberg will remain on the board of 
trustees, taking over Jankowski’s re­
maining term.

This exchange keeps the makeup of 
the board the same, though two will 
have different positions.

“It goes without saying what a fabu­
lous clerk he’s been and we’ve in the 
past had this discussion about what his 
intentions are and what he wants to do,” 
said Supervisor Mark Abbo. “Roger has 
been a valuable asset to this communi­
ty, to this board. He’s been a great team 
member here. Roger brings a balanced 
approach to the way he does business.”

The clerk’s position is a full-time po­
sition, in charge of such matters as run­
ning elections, keeping all township 
records and serving as the township’s 
Freedom of Information Act coordina­
tor. Trustee positions have fewer re­
sponsibilities and consist of making de­
cisions Edong with the full, seven-mem­
ber board.

Since Lundberg’s resignation letter 
was received at a public meeting by the 
township board within a 30-day win­
dow of it taking place, the board was al­
lowed to name his replacement. If the 
board had not acted on the resignation 
within that window, the appointment 
would have gone to a special election.

Because the resignation is taking

50 Subject for 
streaming

51 Time honored 
accounts

52 Slacking-off 
syndrome

54 Brown
55 Rolls in it
56 Check
57 Prudent 

purchasers

Beo* 
Bondi
Boro 

kill 
Byron Bay 

Coal 
Colo 

Cook 

Cowrt 
Dee Why

Skiing 

Sydney 
Tomworth 

Tore*

Northville Township 
clerk resigns, will remain 
a trustee on board

House. Hours are 4-9 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays. For information, visit 
milfordhousebarandgrill.com.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

OfMlt 
Orange 

Ryde 

Scone 

Snowy

Heads 

Wyong 
Yus

33 Number on 
moisturizers

34 Ideal example
35 Wrapped up
40 One who sings
42 How some 

military housing 
is provided

44 Brand once 
called Dekafa

45 Was a sub
46 Easily 

influenced, from 
zoology

47 Hardly sporting
48 Utterly
49 Cooperative
50 It might be a 

stretch
52 Some PJs
53 Broadside, say

As he relaxes in the comfortable 
lounge of Banditos, which is currently 
open only on Friday and Saturday eve­
nings, Mora points through a doorway 
of the cozy room lined with stone and 
brick walls and talks about removing 
some lesser-played simulator arcade 
games in an area of Milford House. The 
games will be replaced with more din­
ing tables for Banditos.

Along with those tables will come 
hours that are more in line with Mil­
ford House (open 7 days a week) and 
more menu offerings as well, perhaps 
some more of the favorites that his 
Mexican grandmother, Sofia, has 
taught him to make. He specifically 
references guisado, which he cedis a 
“peasant comfort food,” a hearty meal 
with minimalistic ingredients.

“She taught me to cook, and that it 
doesn’t have to be over the top,” Mora 
said. “But if we make it, it will be the 
best damn chimichangas and the best 
Mexican pizza you’ll have in your life.”

Banditos Restaurant & Saloon is lo­
cated at 510 N. Main St., inside Milford

NORTHVILLE TWP. - Some name­
plates will change locations in the 
Northville Township Hall chambers 
next month.

Clerk Roger Lundberg announced he 
would resign his post effective March 16. 
The announcement, made at the Feb. 16 
board of trustees meeting at Northville 
Township Hall, came as Lundberg said 
he wanted to spend more time with fam­

place with less than half of the four- 
year term left, Jankowski will serve the 
remainder of the term. Both were 
elected to the board in 2020.

“It was an honor and pleasure to be 
elected to the Office of Township 
Clerk,” Lundberg said in a statement. 
“1 have thoroughly enjoyed the past 
two years working for you and look for­
ward to serving as trustee. As trustee, I 
do plan to stay actively involved in 
Legacy Park’s development, our Path­
ways Committee and other township 
activities.”

Jankowski will have plenty to do 
when she takes the reins of the clerk’s 
office next month: most of the town­
ship is voting in a special election tak­
ing place May 2 considering a $134 mil­
lion bond request from Northville Pub­
lic Schools.

“I’m excited to continue in an ex­
panded role and to serve our resi­
dents,” she said. “I want to thank Roger 
for the amazing work you’ve done as 
clerk and I will continue the legacy you 
set forth and continue with the goals 
you have set for ‘23 and ‘24."

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro 
Detroit every morning in your mailbox 
by signing up for our daily briefings 
newsletter.
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THE INTERNATIONAL MORSE CODE CONSISTS OF DOTS, DASHES 
£ SPACES. HOWEVER, IN THIS PUZZLE AN INTERESTING PROBLEM 
HAS BEEN CREATED BY THE ELIMINATION OF ALL SPACES.
-TO SOLVE, EACH OF THE FIVE ROWS BELOW MUST BE PROP­
ERLY SPACED TO FORM A WORD FROM THE ABOVE TOPIC. 
THE DOTS AND DASHES ARE IN THE CORRECT ORDER.

i.ononoaoa
2.ooonoonnnoono
3.onnooooononoooono
4.nonoononnonoooono 
5.onoooonooono

A pineapple fajita bowl is one of the 
Latin-flavored dishes served at 
Banditos Restaurant & Saloon.
COURTESY OF DAN MORA

FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid They may 
run in any direction out always in a 
straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you hnd it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
22 letters left over They spell out 
the alternative theme or the puzzle.

David Vesalanak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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A dwindling sisterhood

Lay educators step up, stand in
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“In recent years, with fewer religious 
sisters and brothers available to serve in 
Catholic schools nationwide, we’ve had

Sister Lenore Pochelski, IHM, and Heather Sofran chat in the lobby of Marian 
High School in Bloomfield Hills on Feb. 6. Pochelski is stepping down as president 
of the school and Sofran will become the first laywoman to lead the private 
Catholic all-girls school in its 64-year history, susan bromley/hometownlife com
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to be mutual as she was welcomed by 
many open arms as she recently strolled 
the hallways of Marian.

“There is a tremendous amount of 
support and it’s awesome to have the 
encouragement,” Sofran. 44, said. “I’m 
excited to work with alums and carry on 
the mission of the school."

There are 15 Marian alumni among 
the almost 70 staff members. There are 
about 400 students at Marian, down 
from its peak in the 1980s of nearly 
twice that number.

As a college preparatory institution, 
the private school is selective of the stu­
dents it serves. Tuition is $18,625, al­
though a $2,800 grant to each student 
reduces the cost.

In the past year, Marian saw a 30 per­
cent increase in freshman applications.

In Pochelski’s 31 years with the 
school, Marian has upgraded technol­
ogy and made improvements including 
a new gymnasium, auditorium, library 
media center, foyer, commons, student 
dining area, lounge, and courtyard 
through capital fundraising efforts.

A third campaign has just gotten un­
derway to raise funds for STEM pro­
gramming and updates to science class­
rooms and equipment as well as new 
windows and air conditioning.

Sofran will play a vital role in these 
efforts. As president, she will oversee all 
business aspects of the institution, in­
cluding visioning, oversight of the new 
five-year strategic plan, admission, fi­
nance, fundraising, human resources, 
and marketing.

“We always need to look at the world 
around us and see what our girls need to 
be successful and make sure our facility 
and programming has everything it 
needs," Sofran said.

Pecholski said she has full faith in So­
fran and expects the transfer of leader­
ship to be seamless.

"Heather is an alum, she under­
stands what Marian is about,” Pecholski 
said. "It’s not the title, it’s what is in our 
heart and in our head. She will keep the 
school whole and healthy and build it 
for the future."

nuns in the school has dwindled, while 
the number of lay educators has in­
creased. Marian is the only Catholic 
girls high school the IHM sisters spon­
sor. The overall number of Catholic 
schools in the area run by any congrega­
tion, as well as educators who are sis­
ters, has decreased.

Holly Fournier, associate director of 
communications for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, expressed her gratitude for the 
generations of religious sisters, as well 
as brothers, who have served with dedi­
cation in Catholic schools.

Within the Archdiocese of Detroit, 12 
schools still have religious sisters or 
brothers on staff. Marian is one of 16 in­
dependent schools operated by reli­
gious orders in the archdiocese, said 
Holly Fournier, associate director of 
communications for the archdiocese.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary sis­
ters were founded in 1845 in Monroe 
with a mission to provide girls in the 
area with a religious education. At the 
time, there were no schools for girls, Po­
chelski said. Among the IHM sisters’ 
educational institution accomplish­
ments over the years were Marygrove 
College and Immaculata High School in 
Detroit.

Marian High School was founded in 
1959. Everyone on the staff was a nun, 
with the exception of the janitor and 
possibly the physical education teacher, 
Pochelski said.

But over the years, the number of

Susan Bromlay 
Hometownlif* com

the opportunity to work with talented 
and devoted lay educators who are ex­
perts in their areas of specialization,” 
Fournier said. "They have a vocation 
specifically to teach or to lead in Catho­
lic academic environments, which is 
another blessing for our school commu­
nities."

Sofran, a 1996 Marian High School 
graduate who went on to study elemen­
tary education on a full volleyball schol­
arship at Bowling Green State Univer­
sity, felt drawn to return to Catholic edu­
cation where she could share her faith. 
After earning her degree, she taught 
third grade at Our Lady Queen of Mar­
tyrs in Beverly Hills for five years, 
earned her master’s degree in education 
from Marygrove College and then took a 
few years off after the births of her son 
and daughter. She was a substitute at 
St. Regis before taking a full-time teach­
er position and then moving into ad­
ministration at the Bloomfield Hills pre- 
K-8th grade school.

She is excited to return Marian as the 
new president, and the feeling appeared

Historic first at Marian High as a 
sister steps down, layperson steps in

“The decision was made several 
years ago that 2023 would be my last 
year,” Pochelski said. “The succession 
planning group was looking for the most 
qualified candidate, who would be the 
best fit to lead. No one decided we would 
not have a sister. We were just looking 
for the best candidate, male, female, 
sister or not, alumna or not."

No nuns applied for the job. Pochelski 
said very few sisters are younger than 
her age, 75, and there are no nuns in the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary congrega­
tion who are interested in being full­
time educators.

The school will continue to have sis­
ters on the school’s governing board.

The changes are a sign of the times.

When Sister Lenore Pochelski steps 
down as the leader of Marian High 
School, it will mark the passing of an 
era.

Pochelski is the last nun on the staff 
at Marian, and she is handing over the 
presidency to Heather Greig Sofran, a 
Marian alumna and married mother of 
two children. Sofran will be the first lay­
person to lead the Bloomfield Hills all­
girls Catholic school in its 64-year histo-
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Canton overwhelms Brighton in clash for first in KLAA
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Detroit Catholic Central’s Christian Werner, Clayton Jones and Dylan Gilcher celebrate winning the Division 1 team 
wrestling regional final Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023, at Salem, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com
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Captain’s sacrifice could help 
Detroit Catholic Central at states

Detroit Catholic Central wrestling 
coach Mitch Hancock has spent 16 years 
leading the Shamrocks.

He’s taken them 11 times to the Divi­
sion 1 state finals, helped them win sev­
en state championships and sent count­
less wrestlers to college to compete at 
the best NCAA programs.

Needless to say, there’s not much the 
former All-American at Central Michi­
gan University hasn’t seen on the mat.

But Hancock has never seen some­
one do what captain Christian Werner 
recently volunteered to do.

Before the postseason, the senior 
withdrew his name from the Sham­
rocks' roster of wrestlers who were slat­
ed to compete in the individual state 
tournament.

Werner has never been to the state fi­
nals at Ford Field, and this year, more 
than any other year, he had a great shot 
at not only qualifying but placing on the 
podium.

Werner's reasoning?
He’s not one of the handful of Sham­

rocks who plan on competing in college. 
And there are plenty of other guys on 
the team who are still looking for schol­
arship offers to wrestle at the next level.

CANTON - For about seven minutes, 
Brighton showed why it is having one of 
its best boys basketball seasons in 
years.

The Bulldogs were knocking down 
big shots, winning battles on the offen­
sive boards and limiting their opponent 
to precious few points. They even had 
an Eddie Millington dunk which seemed 
to provide a spark.

But only seven minutes of stellar bas - 
ketball won’t cut it against a team like 
Canton, which started and finished 
strong in a 67-45 rout of Brighton on Feb. 
17 in a battle for first place in the KLAA 
West.

More importantly, seven minutes

Canton’s 
Dante 
Favor 
takes a 
shot while 
defended

won’t cut it in a few weeks when losses 
become permanent in the state tourna­
ment.

That was the warning that was deliv­
ered to the Bulldogs following their first 
lopsided loss of the season.

"It’s one of the first things 1 said when 
we went in there — it’s not the end of the 
season,” Brighton coach Mike Griest 
said. “But we have to play with the fact 
at some point it could be if we aren’t 
playing our best and doing all the things 
we need to do to win."

Brighton fell to 16-4 overall, its other 
three losses coming by single digits.

Canton moved into sole possession 
of first place in the West Division at 11-2 
with one game remaining, while Brigh­
ton dropped to 10-3.

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brighton’s 
Eddie 
Millington 
during 
the 
Chiefs' 
67-45 
victory 
Feb. 17.
TIMOTHY 
ARRICK/ 
FOR THE 
LIVINGSTON 

DAILY

“Everybody works 
extremely hard, 
and I want to focus 
on the team and the 
team state championship 
and let these other guys 
who want to wrestle 
as individuals get that 
chance to do so.”
Christian Werner

Wayne Memorial girls basketball 
coach Jarvis Mitchell exited the locker 
room following his team's 62-39 vic­
tory at Dearborn on Feb. 14 and was 
shocked to hear the news.

"OHHH!?! Wow, 1 didn't realize 
that,” the ninth-year coach said. “Hon­
estly, 1 never look at it. And that’s not 
me being oblivious. 1 just hate jinxing 
myself. I just hate looking ahead.”

And what was that news?
With the win over the Pioneers, the 

Zebras (16-4,13-0) clinched their sev­
enth straight Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association-East championship.

In fact, their win over Livonia Ste­
venson on Feb. 17 sealed their seventh 
straight season being undefeated in 
the division. They’ve actually won 
their last 81 division games, as their 
last loss was to Canton by three points 
on Feb. 3, 2017, just over six years ago.

Dominating the league has become 
the standard for Mitchell's squad. So, 
of course, he’d be caught off guard by 
hearing the news. Wayne is trying to 
get back to the Breslin Center for the 
third straight year. In four trips to East 
Lansing, a state title is the only thing 
Mitchell’s players haven’t won.

Capturing a KLAA-East champion­
ship is just part of the journey for the 
Zebras.

“That’s been the problem,” Mitchell 
added. “We’ve got to figure out a way to 
beat the dragon at the end of the Super 
Mario Bros. game. We've got to figure 
out a way.”

Likely leading Wayne on another 
long postseason run will be Mayla 
Ham and Paris Bass, who, together, are 
enjoying the type of senior seasons 
most players can only dream about 
having.

At the beginning of the winter, both 
became McDonald's All-American 
nominees.

Shortly afterward, on national sign­
ing day, Ham joined Georgetown Uni­
versity while Bass picked North Dako­
ta, making it seven straight years 
Mitchell has sent off a Zebra to play Di­
vision 1 college basketball.

Zebras win 
7th-straight 
KLAA-East 
championship

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Wayne Memorial's Paris Bass dribbles during a KLAA-East girls basketball game
Tuesday, Feb. 14, at Dearborn, photos by tom beaudoin, special to hometownlife.com

Wayne Memorial’s Mayla Ham goes up for a shot.

Zebras
Continued from Page 1B

The duo helped Wayne wrap up an­
other division championship and have 
the Zebras entering the KLAA tourna­
ment as the favorites to win.

Their high school careers are about to 
conclude, but they've both been cher­
ishing their final season with Mitchell.

“I think about it every day so I just try 
to play my hardest every game because 
it’s almost over," said Bass, who, too, 
was shocked to learn her team had won 
the division. "I really didn’t expect any 
of this (when I got to high school). I’m 
just excited and just happy to be here. I 
feel good, really good. I’m confident in 
my team moving forward. I’m just trying 

to win a championship, and that’s it."
The win over Dearborn marked 

Ham’s first night back from an ankle in­
jury after she sat out three games.

Despite missing time, she should still 
be a Michigan Ms. Basketball candidate 
when the nominees are announced in a 
few weeks. She was Hometown Life’s 
Preseason Player of the Year.

The 5-foot-ll small forward was a 
first-team all-area player after averag­
ing 14.2 points and 9.7 rebounds a year 
ago. And she’s about to be selected to 
the All-KLAA team for a fourth season.

“It’s been kind of emotional but more 
exciting, too,” said Ham, who scored a 
team-high 16 points vs. Dearborn. “It’s 
been a redly good season, but it’s been 
kind of rough, too. I just came off injury. 
It’s my first game back since my injury. 
I’m sad we’re leaving, but I’m happy I’m 

able to experience this last year with my 
team and hopefully get back to the Bres­
lin. All of this, it’s just been exciting."

The seventh-ranked Zebras have a 
clear path to the state semifinal and 
should be favored to win big in each 
matchup leading up to that March 17 
game at Michigan State. Once on cam­
pus, then it’ll get interesting. They could 
face anyone from defending state 
champion West Bloomfield to Detroit 
Renaissance, Rockford, Bryon Center or 
Flint Carman-Ainsworth.

But Mitchell knows his two seniors 
won’t be judged by what happens in the 
final four. Just getting them to the next 
level has been enough to make the long­
time coach proud. Their legacies have 
already been cemented at Wayne.

“You know what? Looking at them 
two, I’m extremely proud, knowing how 

they were when they came in as fresh­
men,” Mitchell said. “Just seeing their 
growth. The biggest part of this is seeing 
my kids get a chance to play at the next 
level. No one understands the relevance 
of that. People have gotten used to it at 
Wayne because since 2017, we’ve had a 
kid go Division I every year. So people 
have become accustomed to it and have 
taken it for granted. That’s a big feat. 
You have a kid that’s about to get 
$200,000 worth of education because 
of their hard work. So this is the end goal 
for me. I absolutely want a state cham­
pionship. Please don’t get that misquot­
ed, but seeing my kids get to the next 
level is the best feeling.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (a>folsom- 
brandonj.

Canton
Continued from Page 1B

Canton will represent the West in the 
KLAA championship game against 
Dearborn or Livonia Franklin, even if 
the teams finish tied at the top, because 
of the league’s tie-breaker system of 
how teams fared against common oppo­
nents, starting from the top of the divi­
sion and moving down. The teams split 
their season series, but Canton has a 
better record than Brighton against 
Howell and Northville, who are tied for 
third.

Neither game between Brighton and 
Canton was close. The Bulldogs beat the 
Chiefs 69-52 in Brighton on Jan. 24.

“The biggest thing for us is we need­
ed to play harder," Canton coach Jimmy 
Reddy said. “Brighton totally outworked 
us in that first game. They had 19 offen­
sive rebounds. Playing harder was an 
emphasis. Defending and rebounding 
was an emphasis.”

Canton led 13-4 after one quarter and 
32-18 at halftime. The Chiefs’ lead 
reached 41-20 with 5:50 left in the third 
quarter before the Bulldogs made a run.

Brighton outscored Canton 16-5 the 
rest of the quarter, scoring the final sev­
en points, to cut the deficit to 46-36 
heading into the fourth. A 3-pointer 
from the corner in the opening seconds 
of the fourth quarter that would’ve 
made it a seven-point game missed the 
mark.

“At the quarter break, we were up 10," 
Reddy said. “Hey, if we win the quarter, 
we win the game. We just talked about 
getting back to playing harder andplay- 
ing with more energy on the defensive 
end and stringing some stops together. 
We were able to do that. We did a nice 
job killing some clock in the fourth quar­
ter, having some longer possessions be­
fore they started fouling."

With the score 49-39, back-to-back 
3-pointers by Omar Suleiman and Caleb 
Williams extended Canton’s lead to 55­
39 with six minutes left. Trevor Viau hit 
a 3-pointer for Brighton, but the Chiefs 
outscored the Bulldogs 12-3 the rest of 
the way.

“We made it pretty difficult on them 
to score,” Reddy said. "They had a really 
good third quarter, but quarters one, 
two and four defensively and effort 
wise, we were pretty solid tonight."

Dante Favor got Canton started by

Brighton’s Eddie Millington (23) tries to split Canton defenders Omar Suleiman (left) and Dante Favor during the Bulldogs’ 
67-45 loss on Friday, Feb. 17, 2023. photos by timothy arrick/for the Livingston daily

scoring eight points in the first quarter. 
Suleiman took over from there, scoring 
16 second-quarter points and finishing 
with 27. He hit seven 3-pointers.

"I got open, 1 made my shots,” Sulei­
man said. “I felt pretty good once I start­
ed hitting some shots. I started rolling 
and felt hot.

"Our defense was a lot better (than in 
Brighton). We were playing a lot harder. 
We were playing for something. This 
game was pretty big to us. This was our 
senior night. We were just playing a lot 
harder than them, playing better de­
fense, which led into our offense."

As a team, Canton hit 11 3-pointers. 
Brighton had only 13 rebounds.

Ashton Tomassi had 16 points and 
four steals, while Trevor Viau had 13 
points for Brighton.

Favor finished with 12 points and Wil­
liams 11 for Canton.

I —'s

Brighton’s Trevor Viau puts up an off-balance shot while defended by Canton’s 
Caleb Williams.
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Mercy falls in CHSL 
Bishop tournament 
championship

Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard’s 
12-0 run in the third quarter cost the No. 
5 Farmington Hills Mercy girls basket­
ball team the Catholic League Bishop 
tournament championship Feb. 18 at 
Detroit Mercy’s Calihan Hall.

But the 41-27 loss doesn’t take away 
from the Marlins (17-3) actually advanc­
ing to the championship.

“I’m sure you’re nervous. We’re all 
nervous," coach Gary Morris said he told 
his players before tipoff. “I said, ‘There 
are years where we’ve all been up in the 
stands watching this game. Even 
though we’re nervous, or whatever, 
we’d rather be out there on the floor and 
see what happens.’ “

That message comes a year after 
Mercy was upset by rival Bloomfield 
Hills Marian in overtime during the 
tournament semifinal.

The Marlins, who had beaten Marian 
twice in the regular season, could only 
watch from the stands at Wayne State 
University as the Mustangs went on to 
beat Dearborn Divine Child to win the 
CHSL tournament.

What’s more, since Morris wasn’t ac­
tually coaching in the game, the coach 
was a color analyst for the game’s live 
stream. It was a much better experience 
for the Marlins having Morris off the 
headset and on the bench Saturday.

They just couldn’t get many shots to 
fall in the second half.

Fran DeNardo sank a baseline runner 
to open the second half, but then FGR 
(17-3) held Mercy scoreless for the rest 
of the quarter and early in the fourth.

Aizlyn Albanese, who scored a team­
best 11 points, broke that scoreless 
streak with a pair of free throws. But 
FGR grabbed a nine-point lead down the 
stretch, and the Marlins never recov­
ered from it.

“As we made fewer and fewer shots, 
that rim became tighter and tighter and

Farmington Hills Mercy’s Aizlyn Albanese attacks the hoop during the Catholic 
League championship Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023, at Detroit Mercy.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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tighter, unfortunately,” Morris said. “I 
thought we were tentative when we 
were shooting the ball. I base that on a 
lot of shots being very short. We weren’t 
necessarily shooting with confidence.”

Maya White scored five of her 10 
points in the second quarter, including a 
big 3-pointer, that ensured Mercy an 18­
13 lead at halftime.

“The offense just went away from us,” 
Morris added. “1 thought, defensively, in 
that third quarter, I thought we still 
played pretty good D. Sometimes we 
gave up some offensive rebounds, 
which was something we had addressed 
because that was a concern, really, both 
times we had played them.”

Mercy and FGR split the home-and- 
home CHSL-Central series. The Marlins 
won the first meeting, 46-33, on Jan. 7, 
while FGR won on the road, 33-26, on 
Jan. 27. With both teams finishing 7-1 in 
the division, few fans were shocked to 
see the two meet again in the tourna­
ment championship.

“We’ve always had pretty close 
games with them, even going back a 
couple of years, especially at their 
place,” Morris said. “They’re certainly 
making their mark in the Central divi­
sion.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.
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Brothers win regional titles for Hartland

Hartland qualified 10 of its 13 wres
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Hartland’s Bodie Abbey lifts Clarkston’s Preston Lefevre during the 113-pound 
championship match at the Division 1 individual regional tournament Saturday at 
Hartland, photos by bill khan/livingston daily
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Hartland’s Vinnie Abbey takes the 
shoe of West Bloomfield’s Jason 
Onwenu to the face during the 
157-pound championship match at the 
Division 1 individual wrestling regional 
tournament Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 at 
Hartland.

Colder climates can dash pr 
with your home’s foundation,

Vinnie, a three-time state qualifier, 
won his second straight regional cham­
pionship by pinning West Bloomfield’s 
Jason Onwenu in 3 minutes, 50 seconds 
in the 157-pound title match. Abbey, 
ranked second in Division 1 by Michi- 
ganGrappler.com, has pinned the sixth- 
ranked Onwenu three times in the indi­
vidual and team postseason.

“It’s go time now,” Vinnie said.
“I’m just trying to stay locked in. It’s 

postseason; you’ve got to be on your ’A’ 
game.”

Rochowiak, ranked third at 165, won 
his first regional championship and 
qualified for his third state tournament. 
He won his first two matches with pins 
in 15 seconds and 1:15 before winning by 
forfeit over fifth-ranked Max Callahan 
of Davison.

“I was really looking forward to that 
match and training hard for it," Rocho­
wiak said. “I’ll probably see him at state. 
Much respect for the opponent. I know 
he’s been battling an injury. It is what it

hard. They want the best for themselves 
and the team. They’re good leaders and 
good wrestlers.”

Summerfield had no doubt Bodie Ab­
bey and fellow freshman state qualifier 
Dallas Korponic would make an impact 
this season.

“He’s wrestled the best of the best, in 
Kansas nationals, which is one of the 
biggest youth tournaments, him and 
Dallas Koropnic,” Summerfield said. 
“We’re lucky we have a lot of really good 
kids who want to get better and want to 
work hard and they want to be at Har­
tland. That’s all we can ask for. We’re 
home grown. Our home-grown kids are 
doing great things.”

The Abbey brothers delivered two of 
Hartland’s three championships. Nick 
Rochowiak won the other at 165 pounds.

Bodie won by a 7-3 decision over 
Clarkston sophomore Preston Lefevre, 
improving his record to 37-3.

“It feels great,” Bodie said. “Just all 
the hard work we’ve done through the 
season and all the hard work I put in 
with my partners paid off."

tiers for the state tournament from a re­
gional that got considerably tougher 
with the addition of third-ranked Davi­
son and fifth-ranked Clarkston.

Seniors Gabe Cappellano and Bray­
den Bobo reached championship 
matches and lost to unbeaten wrestlers, 
Cappellano by a 4-3 decision to Mid­
land’s Cole Schelb at 150 and Bobo by a 
20-5 technical fall to Davison’s Josh 
Barr at 175.

Finishing third for the Eagles were 
Korponic at 120, junior James Butzier at 
165, junior Jacob Pretzel at 215 and sen­
ior Vincent Cox at 285.

Sophomore Easton Culver was fourth 
at 132.

“We’re proud of the guys today from 
top to bottom,” Summerfield said. “Ev­
eryone performed as best as they can to­
day, and that’s all we can ask for. In to­
tal, we got 10 through, which we're hap­
py about. We had 13 qualifiers here. We 
were hoping to get a couple more 
through, but we’re very proud of all the 
guys’ efforts and the 10 who are going 
on.”

HARTLAND — Bodie Abbey of Har­
tland hasn’t performed like a freshman 
in his first state tournament as a high 
school wrestler.

That’s because, while winning a re­
gional championship Feb. 18 was a great 
accomplishment, it was just another 
high-caliber event in a wrestling career 
that began at the age of 3.

“I’ve been on this stage before,” Ab­
bey said. “I’ve been to a lot of national 
tournaments, state tournaments. I had 
some experience.”

He also had some inside knowledge 
of what to expect when he joined Har­
tland, one of the premier wrestling pro­
grams in Michigan.

His brother, Vinnie, a junior in his 
third season with the Eagles, also won a 
championship in the Division 1 individ­
ual regional at Hartland.

“I just got to watch him and how he 
acts, his demeanor out there, what he 
accomplishes,” Bodie said. “I just look 
up to him and try to be as good as he is.”

After watching his younger brother 
win championships at the youth level, 
Vinnie tried to warn him that the step up 
to high school would be more challeng­
ing. The biggest challenge, it turns out, 
has been for any wrestler who has taken 
the mat against Bodie.

“I always told him it’s going to be a lot 
harder when he’s wrestling a lot older 
kids, but he’s doing great,” Vinnie said. 
"He’s doing super good for a freshman.”

As far as Hartland coach Kyle Sum­
merfield is concerned, the younger Ab­
bey couldn't have a better role model 
than the one under his own roof.

Summerfield speaks glowingly of 
Vinnie Abbey’s work ethic and leader­
ship any time his name has been men­
tioned.

"Both brothers are very special,” 
Summerfield said. “If you ever ask Bodie 
if his brother was his role model, he’d 
probably laugh. They beat each other up 
quite a bit.

“The whole family, their dad was a 
couple-time state champ. They’re a 
wrestling family, top to bottom. He’s got 
little brothers who are killers, too. They 
just dn everything right They work

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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The individual state finals is one of 
the most coveted tournaments around. 
If Werner dropped out, that meant one 
of his teammates might get noticed by a 
college.

Moreover, his selfless act might help 
the Shamrocks secure another individ­
ual state title or two.

“You don’t see that out of a lot of kids 
these days,” Hancock said. “He wanted 
to give some younger guys the opportu­
nity.

“He came into my office and said, 
’Hey coach, my goals are stuck with the 
team. I have no real desire to wrestle in 
the individual tournament. Give some 
of the other guys the opportunity.’ It 
blew me away. It blew our staff away.”

That doesn’t mean Werner’s career is 
over, however.

Bowing out of the individual tourna­
ment has allowed him to focus entirely 
on winning dual matches throughout 
the team tournament.

In fact, he recorded a pin at 157 
pounds during DCC’s win over host Sa­
lem in the D-l regional semifinal on Feb. 
15. About an hour later, CC went on to 
beat Livonia Stevenson 82-0 in the re­
gional championship, a victory that 
qualified the Shamrocks for a return trip 
to the team state finals on Feb. 24-25 at 
Wings Event Center.

Werner could have as many as three 
matches left in his career, depending on 
the scenario the Shamrocks find them­
selves in once they arrive in Kalamazoo. 
He’s already told Hancock he could 
wrestle at 150 pounds if needed. Or, it’s 
possible his number might not get 
called at all, which speaks to the sacri­
fice he just made.

“I’ve just always been one for the 
team," Werner said. “I’ve been working 
hard, but I’m not the greatest wrestler. A 
lot of these other guys need the oppor­
tunity more than me. They deserve the 
opportunity, and I wanted to give that 
opportunity to these guys. Everybody 
works extremely hard, and I want to fo­
cus on the team and the team state 
championship and let these other guys 
who want to wrestle as individuals get 
that chance to do so.”

Hancock said Werner has displayed 
several characteristics throughout the

years that warranted him naming the 
senior one of his captains before the 
season started. Whether that’s leading 
teammates in the wrestling room, 
weight room or during running ses­
sions. Werner’s also a stellar student (he 
plans to study finance at Michigan 
State).

“His character is extremely high, and 
you get that from talking to him,” Han­
cock added. “He’s very mature. He leads 
the guys in every single way. That’s 
what has stuck out to me. He’s not your 
returning state champ. He’s not your 
All-American. But he’s special. You 
don’t get to coach guys like him every 
year. ...

“We were a little shell-shocked (he 
dropped out) because there’s no doubt 
in my mind I think he’d be a state quali­
fier and-probably a place winner. That 
was our goal for him, and we think he 
could’ve placed high. He just has bigger 
goals. He’s focused on the team’s suc­
cess. It’s wild to think about that. He 
doesn’t have the ambition to wrestle in 
college, but I just know he’s going to 
have a bright future for whatever he 
goes into.”

Two Shamrocks actually got to enter 
the individual tournament with Werner 
backing out.

Junior Michael Cannon defeated Ste­
venson’s Sam Ward by decision to win 
the 120-pound district championship, 
while sophomore Lee Krueger placed 
fourth at 190 pounds.

Both have advanced to Saturday's re­
gional tournament with a trip to Ford 
Field on the line.

Of course, after qualifying for region- 
als, both Cannon and Krueger went out 
of their way to thank Werner for his self­
lessness.

“It sounds crazy, but I’m not going to 
college for wrestling or anything,” Wer­
ner said. “I just wanted to give a younger 
guy who’s maybe looking for some col­
lege offers a chance to get out there and 
show everybody what they’re made of 
and maybe give them a chance to place 
because that’s what it’s all about.

“I’ve never gone to individual states. 
This year I could’ve gone. But it’s not 
something I wanted to do. But I’m OK 
with not going because it lets a guy have 
that opportunity.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (a>folsom- 
brandonj.
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Brighton ski teams sweep DI regionals

Brighton’s Hunter Post skis slalom

Brighton’s John Popov skis slalom.

Obituaries Cranbrook’s Jordan Richie wins
Student-Athlete Award from MHSAA

Elizabeth Lucille Bullard
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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the Eagles placed fifth with 156 points, two places shy 
of a state berth. Howell’s girls were 11th out of 12 full 
teams.

Brighton’s boys won on the strength of an outstand­
ing top three. John Popov was third in slalom and sec­
ond in giant slalom, Cru Smith was fifth in slalom and 
fourth in giant slalom, and Hunter Post was fourth in 
slalom and seventh in giant slalom. Erik DeKeyser 
completed the team scoring, placing 25th in slalom 
and 35th in giant slalom.

est possible score on three separate advanced place­
ment exams.

Lutheran Westland senior Noah Etnyre recently 
was awarded the MHSAA’s Student-Athlete Award in 
Class C.

Brandon Folsom covers high school sports in metro 
Detroit for Hometown Life. Follow him on Twitter 
@>folsombrandon).

“Cru Smith has been out with an injury," Street said. 
“We haven’t been able to get him back until last week. 
He was able to start skiing with us and get back on the 
hill, so that really helped us today. Our other skiers 
were solid, right where we needed them to be to score 
well as a team.”

Howell's Alex Cotton qualified for state by placing 
eighth in giant slalom.

Hartland’s boys finished ninth and Howell’s were 
nth.

BRIGHTON - It’s hard to qualify for the state high 
school ski meet without one critical element.

Snow.
Early spring-like conditions in lower Michigan have 

played havoc with the sport the past two weeks, forc­
ing schedules to be juggled and meets to be postponed 
to maneuver around the weather.

The Division 1 regional at Mt. Brighton was moved 
up two days to Feb. 14 to find a more suitable weather 
window, but it was still 40 degrees at the start and 50 
at the finish.

The only snow remaining in Livingston County 
managed to hold up well enough for teams and indi­
viduals to punch their tickets to the state meet Feb. 27 
at Schuss Mountain.

Even with abnormally warm conditions, it was a 
typical regional for Brighton. The Bulldogs swept the 
boys and girls team championships for the second 
straight year, with the boys extending their streak of 
regional titles to four and state appearances to 11

Brighton’s boys scored 81 points to beat Birming­
ham by 34.5, while the girls scored 71 to beat Milford by

An essay Cranbrook senior Jordan Richie wrote 
about handling defeat has earned her recognition 
from the Michigan High School Athletic Associa­
tion.

She was one of eight athletes who participate in 
Class B sports who the MHSAA selected to receive 
its Scholar-Athlete Award on Feb. 14. The governing 
body of high school sports in Michigan has been 
giving out the award for the past 34 years.

Part of the honor includes receiving a $2,000 col­
lege scholarship, one she’ll use when she studies 
chemical engineering at the University of Texas 
next school year.

To be eligible for the award, athletes needed to 
carry at least a 3.5 grade-point average (on a 4.0 
scale), lettered in one varsity sport and write an es­
say about the importance of sportsmanship.

“We have all lost. Every athlete has experienced 
the frustration of a devastating loss, the pain of see­
ing a medal in another’s hands and not one's own,” a 
portion of Richie’s essay said. “I have never played a 
perfect game or run a perfect race. I have watched 
helplessly as a volleyball flew off my hand and into 
the net on a game point. 1 have stood idle as a player 
blew by me to score a buzzer-beater.

“But, when the final score favors my competitor, I 
know that taking accountability for my mistakes 
and appreciating the heart and hustle of the winner 
will teach me greater lessons than a simple score 
board."

Richie played volleyball at Cranbrook for four 
seasons. She’s currently enjoying her third season 
with the girls basketball team and is expected to 
wrap up her four-year career competing in track 
and field in the spring.

She carries a 4.2 GPA and has recorded the high-

Brighton's Isabella Militello won slalom and was 
second in giant slalom in the Division 1 regional ski 
meet Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2023 at Mt. Brighton.
PHOTOS BY BILL KHAN/LIVINGSTON DAILY

Cranbrook’s Jordan Richie drives to the hoop during 
a girls basketball game Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023, at 
Plymouth Christian Academy.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

It was a relief for everyone who qualified to get a 
regional meet completed during a crazy stretch of 
weather that can be unkind to their sport.

“It’s been a big challenge,” Brighton coach Jeff 
Street said.

"Honestly, 1 was expecting it to be more slushy than 
it was. It was definitely firmer. The slalom race had 
some ruts, but once you got through that softer stuff, it 
was hard underneath. This stayed pretty firm the 
whole time. I saw people getting bounced out, because 
the snow was hard and they were thinking it was soft.”

The slalom runs in the morning took place on firmer 
snow, but the surface became a little slushier for the 
giant slalom races in the afternoon.

"Slalom, actually, the snow wasn’t bad because 
overnight it was pretty cold, but this GS stuff was pret­
ty soft to ski on,” Brighton senior Isabella Militello said. 
"Different conditions, different styles of skiing. Hard 
snow this morning with slalom, you could really be on 
the front of your boots and just crank out those turns. 
GS, you had to be more careful where you put pres­
sure."

The conditions didn’t deter Militello, who won sla­
lom by more than a second in 37.38 seconds and placed 
second in giant slalom in 33.37. She was 0.25 seconds 
behind first-place Natalie Melody of Milford in giant 
slalom.

“My first slalom run was amazing,” Militello said.
“The second one, I got rocked around a little bit, but 

it’s OK. The first one was good enough to hold me to 
first place. My first run (of GS) I almost fell like three 
times. I was on one ski a lot, but my second run was 
pretty good, so I’m pretty happy about that."

Brighton's girls scored 35 points in slalom, giving 
them a 29-point cushion over Milford, which was third 
after the morning races. Milford edged Brighton in gi­
ant slalom, 35-36.

Also scoring in both races for the Bulldogs were Ab­
by Storch (fourth slalom, sixth GS), Ava Popov (eighth 
slalom and GS) and Lia Leffel (22nd slalom, 20th GS).

"The girls’ team is really solid," Street said. “We’re 
deep. We can score any of the top six skiers, for the 
most part, and they skied really well today. Izzy Mili­
tello is having a fantastic senior year, skiing super, su­
per well.”

Hartland's Reagan Aylor grabbed the 10th and final 
individual qualifying spot in giant slalom. As a team,

MILFORD - Elizabeth
1 uulle Bullard, of Mil
torii, passed away on Kny ;
February I 3, 2023, at her C. -
home surrounded by her
loving family. I li/abeth W XLjWK 
or better known to her
family and friends as Bet , CdX" 
ty Lu was born on May ; JV
23, 1928, to Raymond 
and Iva Sherwood. She
was the sixth generation ~---- T
Sherwood to grow up and live her entire life in 
the Village of Milford.

Loving wife of the late Glenn Raymond Bullard. 
Elizabeth is survived by her children: Robert 
Sherwood (Sue) Bullard, Ina Bullard (wife of 
late James Lee Bullard), Timothy Mason Bullard, 
Thomas Kevin Bullard and Sue Ann Bullard. Also 
survived by eleven grandchildren, sixteen great 
grandchildren, and four great, great grandchil­
dren and her younger Brother, John Raymond 
Sherwood

She is preceded in death by her husband Glenn 
Raymond Bullard, her son James Lee Bullard and 
her twin brother Stewart Stetler Sherwood.

Visitation and services were held by Lynch & 
Son’s Funeral Home in Milford.

Memorial contributions to be made to the 
American Cancer Society or the Milford Histor­
ical Society.

For further information, please visit www.Lyn- 
chandSonsMilford.com, or call (248) 684-6645.

Brandon Folsom
Homatownlife.com

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

http://www.Lyn-chandSonsMilford.com
http://www.Lyn-chandSonsMilford.com
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Redford Union wins 3rd WWAC title in 5 seasons

Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Swanson verbally commits to Butler University

MHWa VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Butler Way

Why Butler?

Why now?

The Butler Way demands commit­
ment, denies selfishness and accepts 
reality, yet seeks constant improvement 
while promoting the good of the team 
above self.

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Simply put, I’m blessed with an in­
credible opportunity to get the degree 
that I want from a top school while play­
ing the sport that 1 love for an amazing 
coaching staff and with teammates who 
share my same passion to win. And it is 
in the Big East. The basketball confer­
ence! Let’s go, Dawgs!

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom 
brandonj.

I visited Butler in June of 2022, after 
the spring Nike EYBL live period. Previ­
ous to my visit, I knew Butler was in the 
Big East. I knew it was a high academic 
school and I knew they had a new 
coaching staff.

What I didn’t know is that over the 
course of the next 8 months that I would 
find my home.

Butler started recruiting me in the 
spring of 2022. While in Coach (Austin) 
Parkinson’s office in June, he leaned 
across his desk and, with a passionate 
demeanor, looked me in the eye and told

best shot. When we’re on defense, I’m 
making sure we’re executing every as­
signment. And it starts in warmups. 
Even when I’m getting the energy hype 
and 1 calm down for a second, Coach is 
like, ‘Mike, you can’t stop talking.’ So it’s 
just communicating with my team and 
making sure we execute the game plan.” 

Myles, who was a bench player as a 
freshman, was a big part of Union’s 
championship two years ago.

And he was slated for an even bigger 
season as a sophomore, but he suffered 
his leg injuries on the football field and 
was forced to watch from the sidelines 
as Romulus and Dearborn Heights Rob­
ichaud finished ahead of Union in the fi­
nal league standings.

“He’s grown so much as a player,” 
Coach Taylor said. “As far as him down 
the stretch, we had been talking to him. 
Coach Julian and I, all week about poise 
and playing with control and under­

throws and a big bucket down low to 
kickstart the second half. In fact, he 
sank four free throws in all to finish with 
eight points.

And then it was Central Michigan 
University signee Jeremiah Alston- 
Jackson who made three crucial buck­
ets in the fourth to keep the Panthers 
ahead of Romulus. Alston-Jackson fin­
ished with 13 points.

“Both of those two guys have been 
such a blessing to our program,” Coach 
Taylor said of his football stars, Hall and 
Alston-Jackson. “They didn’t play last 
year, and they came out this year. They 
give us toughness inside defensively, 
and they’re growing. Neither one of 
them have played since their freshmen 
year. With Jamire going to Wayne State 
for football and Jeremiah going to Cen­
tral Michigan for football, they came in 
and bought in from the jump and said, 
‘Hey, you know what? Let’s play.' And 
they’ve played from the jump.

“They think about our goals every 
day, and they’re some of our best lead­
ers every day. Jamire is more of a vocal 
leader. Jeremiah is more of a quiet lead­
er and leads by example. But both of 
them are huge. Jamire was major to­
night with his free throws and rebound­
ing, his defense and just his want, his 
want to win, and that was major for us. 
And that’s how we got it done."

And helping them get the ball down 
low?

That was Myles, who was happy to 
climb the ladder and snip a piece of the 
net following the victory.

“It feels great,” Myles said. “I came in 
as a freshman and we won the district 
championship. It was a great feeling 
then. But 1 was coming off the bench. I 
was still a big part of the team, but 1 was 
coming off the bench. Right now, to lead 
this team, and to come through and win 
a WWAC championship as we’re about 
to go into the playoffs hot and feeling 
good, it makes me feel ready, it makes 
me want to keep playing.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Mike Myles sat out his sophomore 
season after suffering ACL, MCL and 
quad injuries.

So the Redford Union boys basketball 
star is well-versed in both handling and 
overcoming adversity.

And the de facto Western Wayne Ath­
letic Conference championship on Feb. 
17 presented plenty of it.

With 2:19 left and the Panthers cling­
ing to a four-point lead over Romulus, 
shooting guard Amare Slaughter-Tay­
lor, arguably the best player in the 
league, fouled out. And that put plenty 
of pressure on Myles' shoulders.

This was the rubber match. Over the 
past four seasons, Union and Romulus 
have both taken turns beating each oth­
er for the league title. The Panthers have 
won two of the past four champion­
ships, while the Eagles have taken home 
the other two.

And with the way Romulus’ full-court 
defense was pressuring the Panthers’ 
backcourt, Union needed Slaughter- 
Taylor, one of its top ballhandlers, on 
the floor to lighten the load.

Instead, Myles, a sure-handed point 
guard himself, had to make do without 
his buddy.

And the junior did.
He helped Union kill some clock, 

scooted to the basket for a much-need­
ed layup with 57 seconds left and was on 
the floor as Romulus missed two 
chances to knot the score before the fi­
nal buzzer.

Union 57, Romulus 55.
It was the Panthers (14-5) cutting 

down the nets on their home court for a 
third time in the past five seasons.

“It’s not easy,” said Myles, who to­
taled 11 points and five assists. “But we 
go over it in practice. There are a lot of 
mistakes made by each player in prac­
tice, but anytime I’ve made a mistake. 
Coach (Randall Taylor) has been on me 
about, ‘Mike, we can’t have turnovers.’ 
At least not from me. I just take it pos­
session by possession and try to get the

standing the moment, understanding 
the time and the situation. He did a 
great job tonight in the last 2 minutes in 
the game of keeping us in it and keeping 
us in control.”

Myles didn’t do it alone, obviously.
In fact, it was a pair of his football 

buddies who helped Union separate 
from Romulus early on.

Slaughter-Taylor, who posted a 
team-best 20 points and 11 rebounds, 
buried a buzzer-beater to give the Pan­
thers their first lead, 12-10, at the end of 
the first quarter.

But it was Jamire Hall, a recent 
Wayne State University signee and the 
center of Union’s WWAC championship 
football team, keeping that lead alive in 
the second and third quarters.

First, Hall buried a put-back attempt 
at the halftime buzzer and sank the en­
suing and-one attempt.

And then he sank a pair of free

me that I can come play for him but only 
if 1 loved basketball. He proceeded to tell 
me that I didn’t need to make that deci­
sion today, but when I go home and I am 
alone, to really think about that. I knew I 
loved basketball (I always have), but his 
question really helped me to realize that 
I wanted to play for a school, a coach and 
a team with that passion.

Since that visit in June, Coach P and 
the Butler staff have been in constant 
communication with me. They call, text 
and/or send me mail frequently. Every 
communication has had a special and 
unique message for me that has helped 
me build a special bond.

I took my time with the recruiting 
process and I studied all my options, in­
cluding Coach Parkinson. His philoso­
phy resonated with me perfectly.

First, high academics: I care about 
my academics. When basketball is over, 
I want to pursue a career in the medical 
field.

Second, high-character players: I 
want to surround myself with a net­
work, including a coaching staff and 
teammates who share the same values 
as me (The Butler Way). I want to grow 
into a great leader.

Third, love basketball: It’s going to be 
amazing to play on an elite team who 
loves basketball.

Fourth, an offense built around in- 
side/out. The last three post players 
who played for coach were LOOD-point 
scorers.

Furthermore, Coach P has demon­
strated that he can build great teams 
and deliver a winning program with his 
time at IUPUI. I can already see that 
great team coming together. I am going 
to get the opportunity to play with some 
amazing teammates including 2023 
commit Lily Zeinstra (West Michigan 
Drive). I have played AAU against Lily 
since fifth grade. She is a great compet­
itor and can really shoot the ball.

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com

One of the top junior girls basketball 
recruits in metro Detroit has found her 
future home.

On Feb. 9, Bloomfield Hills Marian 
power forward Mckenzie Swanson ver­
bally committed to Butler University.

Despite missing time with an injury a 
year ago, she earned third-team honors 
on Hometown Life’s All-Area team, av­
eraging 13 points, 9.1 rebounds and 2.0 
steeds per game. She also shot 48% from 
the floor.

What’s more, she’s a three-time state 
champion in volleyball. This past fall, 
she was the starting middle hitter on the 
Mustangs’ squad that beat Northville in 
the Division 1 state championship.

Right now, the Mustangs are endur­
ing a rebuilding effort on the hardwood. 
Coach Mary Cicerone retired after 39 
years following last season, which in­
cluded Marian winning the Catholic 
League tournament. She has since been 
replaced by former assistant Michelle 
Lindsey, who has the team 6-13 overall 
and 1-7 in the CHSL-Central in her first 
season.

Hometown Life recently reached out 
to Swanson and asked her to fill in our 
readers on just why she chose Butler 
over the other Division I programs 
recruiting her.

Here’s what she had to say in her 
recruiting diary:

Redford Union's Mike Myles cuts down the net after the Panthers' boys 
basketball team won the Western Wayne Athletic Conference on Friday, Feb. 17
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Bloomfield Hills Marian’s Mckenzie Swanson hits during the Division 1 volleyball 
state final Nov. 19 at Kellogg Arena, tom beaudoin, special to hometownlife com

Community 
Worship

[ BRIGHTON HIGHLAND . NOVI J
HOLY SPIRFT ROMAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH & SCHOOL
www hsrcc net 

at the corner of Winans lake & Musch Rd , 
810-231 9199 

Ft John hocus, Pastor
Weekend Liturgiea Saturday 4 00 pm 

Sunday 900 & 11:00 a m 
fane vM <m Shroud d liiln tatoy and took & M

Church of the Holy Spirit 
3700 Harvey Lake Rd Highland 

Saturday Mass 5PM.
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM 
248-887-5364 | HolySpirftHighland com 

The Holy Spirit Is Here - Come Homo 

All are Welcome!

Good Shepherd Evangelical lutheran Church

41415 W Nine Mlle Rd • Novi. Mi 48375 
248 349 0565

Divine Service on Sundays al 10am 
Sunday School A Adult Bible Class R 45am

Rev Thomas Schroeder welsnovi«aoi com

Come and wontap at Good Shepherd I utfwran Church'

rrioRTHm^j
[ SOUTH LYON " KEI

z (248)349-1144
/ 777 West 8 Mile Road

% (a MNP Md Taft Road)
MFYMonrtTr.m.cH MrmgM

NOTHVIttr -
WishoInes Septette May915& 1100am |

Memorial Day UtarDay 1Q€0am |
THMrVwM Ntnfey lMdRKtv

W.VW hi™ nytfM*.

‘the WAY’ - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church

Worship OAbbny Park 
28413 Abbey Lane 
New Hudson. Ml 

| Sunday O10am, 248-553-7170 

www hope - lutheran - church.com 
Rev Thomas Scherger

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
10774 Nine Mile Road 

Rev. M Lee Taylor • 449-2582 

Sunday School, 9:45 am 
Worship, 11.00 a.m.&6:00 p.m 
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 p.m.

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

133 Orchard Dr., Northville
WTFKEND 1 ITURGIf S Saturday 5 00 p nx

Sunday, 7 30,9:30 a m., 11:30 a.m | 
Church 349 2621. School 349 3610 > 

RetiqKnis Education 349 2559 
Nev Opfirs Ihor out. Pastor

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

To be included here call Jabril Bryant at
(513) 796-7028 or 

email JBryant@localiq.com

http://www.hsrtx.net
http://www.hope-lutheran-church.com
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all your needs.

Careers

new beginnings.

Budai Panasonic

Get results
Advertise in

Discounts

CLASSIFIEDS!Call 1-866-495-1709

Find your new job
HERE!

Say goodbye to
gutter deaning for good

yrs of i 
special 
ATTN:
Automotive Systems co of America 
(PASA), a Division Company of

iressive exp in the 
ield Moil resumes to

Staff Engineer, SYS (Systems 
Engineer) Farmington Hills, Ml. 
Responsible for dsgng, defining, and 
implmtg system ream Is for complex 
customer systems and/or prep'g 
studies and analyzing for existing 
systems and/or lead a team for 
system evaluation. Bach's Deg In 
Comp Sci, Electronics Engg or 
related field of study followed by 8

SSA Soft Seeks Database 
Administrator Must have MS in 
Computer Science or a BS In the 
same with 5+ years of exp. Work 
Site: Northville, Ml Apply 
JobsOssosoft com

DAR ROOFING 
Coll Don: St7 374-2064

8B I THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 I O 8 E MEDIA (htw)

SSA Soft Seeks Software Developer 
Must have MS in Computer Science 
or a BS in the same with 54- years of 
exp. Work Site: Northville, Ml.
Apply: JobsOssosoft.com

Delphinus Medical Technologies.
Inc.: Novi, Ml: Mechanical Engineer 
Medical Devices Provide technical 
solutions to complex engg. problems. 
Need M.S. in Mechanical Engg., plus

CUSTOMER UNIT MANAGER 
AGP eGlass is accepting resumes for 
Customer Unit Manager in Canton, 
Ml Analyze and understand the 
needs/specifications of American 
customers. Requires domestic and 
international travel up to 45%. 
Telecommuting Permitted. Moil 
resume to AGP eGloss, Attn: HR, 
41600 Haggerty Cir S Canton, Ml 
48187. Must reference Ref 
CUM-MFM.

Precision Vehicle Logistics, LLC. 
Software Developer, Vehicle (Supply 
Chain) Logistics. Wayne, Ml. Resp 
for development, customization & 
maintenance of logistics software for 
finished vehicle supply chain mgmt. 
Need 1 vr. of undergrad, coursework 
in IT+ 4 yrs. of exper. in job off'd 
incl development of logistics 
software for finished vehicle supply 
chain mgmt. Need legal auth. to work 
indef. in U.S. Email resumes to J. 
Burke at iburkeDprevh.com.

from conceptualization to prototype & 
into production, using SolidWorks or 
Pro/tngineer CAD software; FE 
Modeling using Hypermesh or similar 
FE software; A performing DFMEA. 
Need legal auth. to work indef In 
U.S. Email resumes to Katie 
Boylngton at 
KboyingtonOdelphlnusmt.com.

Hexagon- Perception Engineering 
Mngr, Ml Manage engineers to 
develop, deploy and train data 
solutions *M S Engineering «8> yrs 
experience transportation technology 
•34- yrs experience machine vision 
algorithms & perception data 
collection. Apply here: 
https ://hexagon.com/company/ 
careers/iob-listings

LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter. the 
most advanced debris-

To Advertise, visit our website: classifiedB.hometownlife.com
I Public Notices/Legals email htwlegals9hometownlife.com
I Business & Services email: servicedirectory9mlchigan.com
I To post job openings, visit: hometownlife.com/Jobs

blocking gutter 
protection Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior & Military

No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED

TO PLACE YOUR AD
1-800-579-7355

J Engineering & IT

Service
Roofing & Siding

Engineering & IT

Professional
MISCELLANEOUS

NEW BATH

Call now for your free estimate! Financing available
Ki

248.372.9939

AFTER AFTER RFTFR
Does not include cost of material

Offer expires 2/28/2023

OFF

FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

•Cannot be combined with any other offer Previous sites excluded. Good at mtbaf presentation only Financ mq available from GreenSky
of $ 1000. 50% installation Of NBT supplied products onlyLLC for

Liquid 
Adhesion

Walk-In Bath &
Shower Systems

newbathtoday. 
localconsumer.info

20% Thicker 
Aluminum

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or caneel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly shall not be liable for any loss or

CALL NOW 
TO SAVE

PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATION*

purchase with plan 9992 with a down

One-Piece 
System 

Leafguard 
3*: t tcd*y AoWfrd '‘1*

Find your new 
best friend!

32”x 60” 
LUXSTONE SHOWER* 

*149..

https://hexagon.com/company/

