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Former
Kensington

Grill in New

Hudson is
getting a
new tenant

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NEW HUDSON — The former Ken-
sington Grill is getting a new occupant

The site of the restaurant and bar at
30712 Lyon Center Drive East, which
closed its doors in September, will re-
open this fall as SOKO Social, under
the ownership of popular Brighton res-
taurateurs.

“Our planis to do a kind of elevated,
casual restaurant,” Hana Filipovic told
the Lyon Township Board during its
March 6 meeting. “We want to give the
area and neighboring cities some
where to have a business meeting
birthday parties, celebrate anniversa
ries, all those wonderful things in a
very nice, casual atmosphere. We
hope to do for our town what we've
done for Brighton.”

Filipovic and her brother, Lou Lucaj
went before the board seel

A [11QUOI

Treasurer Patty Carcone said she
has been to both Brighton Bar & Grill
and Bourbons, the siblings’ businesses
in Brighton, “many, many times” and
was excited.

See TENANT, Page 4A

Kensington Grill, 30712 Lyon Center
Drive East in New Hudson, closed in
2022 after 10 years in business.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Naurato’s shutout helps DCC
hockey win 4th straight state title
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Allen Tucker and Patrick Mihalek with “Sandbar Mitchell,” a World War Il-era B-25 bomber plane at the Warbirds of Glory
Museum, located inside a hangar at the Oakland Southwest Airport in New Hudson. Museum members are working on

getting the plane to fly again, an enormous task.

SAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE M

New Hudson museum is

rebuildin

y a World War I1I-ei
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bomber. Here’s why

Hometownlife.com

Patrick Mihalek and Allen Tucker
have embarked on a lofty mission:
They intend to get a World War II era
B-25 bomber plane flying again

They have quite the challenge
ahead of them. Of the 9,300 B-25
bombers manufactured in the United
States from about 1940 to 1945, only

about 100 remain and Mihalek said less
than 20 of them still fly

“After the war, there wasn't a cadre to
preserve them,” Tucker said. “You don’t
really preserve until someone wakes up
and says, ‘There are not a lot of these
around. You don't really memorialize
them until 30 to 50 years later when you
realize vou are l--s-‘(g that plece yf histc
ry

Mihalek and Tucker are determined
to preserve at least this one piece

Mihalek founded the Warbirds of
Glory Museum in New Hudson 10 years
ago after discovering an abandoned
B-25 \ht(‘ht'" hlu:.hl‘: ,'.-".u:r that he
subsequently mounted a charge to res
cue

See BOMBER, Page 4A

New Northville city manager excited to begin work

David Veselenak
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE — Seeing downtown
Northville was enough for George La
hanas to want to serve as the city’s
new city manager.

When going through the applica
tion process, Lahanas took a look at

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies,

the assets of the city and knew what
Northville had was special. It was then
he decided he wanted to be a part of it
“I think one of the coolest things
about a city is having an authentic
downtown. And I use the word ‘authen
tic’ on purpose because you can't really
create it,” he said. “This city has that au
thentic downtown that's vibrant, that's
great, that's cool and people see it as an
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amenity that they all come to from
around the region. That's a huge asset
for a city.’

Lahanas began March 6 as the new
city manager, taking over from Pat Sulli
van, who retired from the post earlier
this year. He comes to the city located in
Wayne and Oakland counties after

See CITY MANAGER, Page 4A
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MDOT gets started on major 1-696 rebuild

FARMINGTON HILLS Drivers who
frequent Interstate 696 In Farmington
il nd hfield can expect disrup
ute for the rest of the

Michigan Department of Trans
portat eCe |rﬂ. beyan Aa ”lll“r vear
rebuild of the freeway between Inter
state 275 and Lasher Road. This year,
MDOT will reconstruct the eastbound
portion of that stretch and move all traf
fic to the westbound side

The pavement is really at the end of
ts life,” said Brian Travis, who is manag
ing the project. “"We've been out patch

ing the roadway for the past few years as
potholes develop.”

Expect several long-term
ramp closures

Th““lk.'.h late fall, ther AIMPpsS at south
bound Orchard Lake Road, eastbound
[-696, eastbound [-696 to American
Drive, and northbound Telegraph Road
to eastbound 1-696 will all be closed
The ramp at westbound 1-696 and
northbound Orchard Lake Road, which
has been closed, will remain closed
through the fall.

Certainly, if you can take an alter
nate route, do so,” Travis said. “If you
can't, plan extra time and have patience
I‘hc res a Iut nf ln ol l'll( \\'ul’kln',: on tht"\'(‘
projects day in and day out

T'ravis said pe ople can also expect to
see several short-term ramp closures
throughout the summer.

Looking ahead

In the 2024 construction season,
MDOT will turn its attention to the
westbound side of 1-696, shifting traffic
to the new eastbound lanes. In 2025,

drivers will see intermittent median re
construction along that stretch

When the project is completed, the
impacted area will have all new lanes
and ramps

MDOT anticipates the total price tag
for the project will be $275 million. The
project will also support roughly 3,500
jobs, according to MDOT.

Drivers can find regular updates on
the project by visiting drivingoak
land.com/i696-west.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448. Twitter: @shelby_tankk.

Northville Twp. balloon artist taking talents to build for charity

David Veselenak
Hometownlife c

>5A TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE TWP Julie Cylla’s
simple desire to find an arrangement of
celebratory balloons for her sister’s ba
by shower decades eventually led to a
new career for the Northville Township
woman

Cylla set out to find a display of bal-
loons and went looking for someone to
create a design. Unfortunately, the
trend of using balloons in that way
hadn'’t yet hit Michigan, so she decided
to start creating such displays herself.

“In 2002, that’s when I decided to do
balloons because I couldn’t find any-
body like I wanted,”Cylla said. “Since
then, I've been going to balloon classes,
balloon conventions, balloon work-
shops, balloon retreats.”

Most days, she can be can found at
her shop, Top Notch Balloon Creations,
42977 W. Seven Mile in the Highland
Lakes Shopping Center, where she
spends time blowing up and arranging
balloons for events and businesses.

Cylla, said she was proud as a Black
woman to be among the first to start do-
ing balloon design work. Her business
focuses on corporate customers; she
has created displays for Amazon. Some
of her work has been seen by employees
at local centers, including at the Canton
Township delivery station on Michigan
Avenue that opened last fall.

Before taking on balloon design work
full time, Cylla was a manager in a Mich-
igan Department of Health and Human
Services office in Detroit. She left that

ba when she di\.r..vv

hometownlife.com
)bserver & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

PS# 3968 ]
t bserver & Eccent

ok lay y r
Newspapers. 160 W Fort Street. Detroit, MI 4822¢
cals tage F {1 at Detroit, Ml and at
addit 3| mailing office
MA i end addres: hanges to Customer

Justa A 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Stephanie Angel, Executive Editor
Yfice 7-377-101
sangel@gannett.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @O0EHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Home Delivery:

Customer Service' 866-887-2737
Mon.-Fri. 830 am.to4 p.m
Sunday 7:30 a m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps.com

Advertising Policy:

All advertising published in this newspaper is
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the
advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser's order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and
only publication of an ad constitutes acceptance
of the advertiser’s order

Julie Cylla blows up some balloons at her shop on Seven Mile in Northville
Township. DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

ered she could make a living running her
business. It's become a dream come
true; so much so that Cylla hopes to
eventually open her storefront, where
she assembles arrangements, to the
public so they can visit and pick up ar
rangements

Off to construct
a display for charity

While she spends plenty of time cre
ating displays in metro Detroit, she'll
take her skills west and help create a
massive display for a good cause later

this month.

Cylla is one of dozens of balloon cre
ators who plan to go to Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin, and help create a massive
display using tens of thousands of bal-
loons as a fundraiser for a local charity.
The project is expected to take three
days to complete. Cylla will lead a team
to help create the outdoors-themed dis
play before it opens to the public.

Dubbed the Big Balloon Build, the
event has taken place in several cities
over the last few years, including Kan-
sas City, Missouri, and Vincennes, Indi-
ana. Each event features a theme. Bal-
loon artists use blown-up balloons to
create a big, beautiful scene. After the
build, the public is invited to visit to
raise money for a local charity.

“You can’t imagine what it will look
like where balloons are on the walls and
you follow this road and all you see is
nothing but balloons,” she said.

The Wisconsin event will help raise
money for organizations for adults with
disabilities. People planning to attend
can purchase tickets for a variety of
events surrounding the balloon build.

Cylla said she’s hopeful such an
event can eventually come to Michigan,
possibly at a place like the Suburban
Collection Showplace in Novi or Hun-
tington Place in downtown Detroit.
Such an event is ripe for innovation, she
said, with a build potentially focusing
on the automotive industry or Motown
history.

“I'really do want to bring it to Detroit,”
she said. “I just have to find a charity
that's big enough to help partner with
it

dveselenak@hometownlife.com

3 Wayne-Westland students have been
hit by vehicles. The district isn’t talking

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WESTLAND Amanda Brouhard
picks up her children from school ev
ery day at Cherry Hill Road and Carl
son Street. Her three teens, all stu
dents at John Glenn High School, cross
Cherry Hill at a crosswalk and walk
into the neighborhood she’s parked in.

The week of Feb. 27, she watched as
that crossing became risky. The traffic
signal and crosswalk signal were out
all week. After Brouhard posted on
Facebook about the outage, city offi-
cials contacted Wayne County, which
repaired both signals March 3

But until then, Brouhard observed
near-misses with children and vehi
cles for five days straight.

“Cars, if they stopped at all, would
go into the intersection,” she recalled.
“My son actually almost got hit. A car
wasn't even paying attention and just
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Amanda Brouhard stands at the Cherry Hill Road and Carlson Street intersection,
where the traffic light and crosswalk signal were recently broken for at least five
days. SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

went.”

There were no accidents involving
pedestrians at this intersection, but
that’'s not the case across the school dis-
trict.

Since Dec. 8, 2022, three Wayne-
Westland students have been hit by ve-
hicles at three separate locations while
walking to or from school. One of those
students, Jacob Escobedo, was killed.
Another, Aalyiah Rasheed-Wiley, suf-
fered injuries that hospitalized her.

The school district, via Communica-
tions Director Jenny Johnson, declined
repeated interview requests from
Hometown Life, citing an “ongoing in-
vestigation.” Johnson did not respond to
an email asking whether the investiga
tion was related to all three crashes.
School Board President David Cox also
declined an interview.

Brouhard said she is glad the issue at
the Cherry Hill Road crosswalk was re
solved. But she’s frustrated it took near
ly a week to fix and thinks her com
plaints to the school district and West

land police were not taken as seriously
as they should have been. Brouhard said
a Westland police vehicle was stationed
at the intersection after school for one of
the five days.

“Other parents were on (my Face-
book) post saying they were calling and
complaining too,” she said. “So, as par-
ents, we're not really being listened to.
They're not taking our children’s lives
into account. 1 don't think they really
care.”

Distracted, reckless driving
poses risks to pedestrian students

Rasheed-Wiley, a 15-year-old John
Glenn student, was struck by a distract
ed driver Dec. 8, 2022 while walking to
school. She was hit at the corner of Mar
quette Street and Newburgh Road and,
according to her family, has steadily im
proved

City police blame the accident on dis

See STUDENTS, Page 3A
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Board votes 6-1 to advance

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Northville Downs in Plymouth Township pro
ject came one step closer to reality last week, but only
after a long procession of residents — and one trustee
spoke out against the plan.

The project, proposed on part of a 128-acre parcel
near the southwest corner of Five Mile and Ridge
roads, would replace the existing Northville Downs
horse racing facility in Northville and include a half
mile racetrack, grandstand, racing building, horse
barn and more.

On Feb. 28, the Plymouth Township Board of Trust
ees voted 6-1to approve the planned unit development
option (PUD) for the property, which is part of the
Michigan International Technology Center (MITC)
corridor.

Dan Yessian, Milford resident, plays music on his piano formerly owned by his hero, Burt Bacharach. Yessian

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM f ] 3A

Northville Downs project

Trustee Chuck Curm ted aga the For decades Plyn
ing a long history of the property and . he and trafhic levels verse I 1
current plan, which he said does not mee rmi said. “I urs v
for MITC. According to its wel te, MI'l f more suitable t t
envisioned to include mp
science and engineer 1 1,
]Il‘-" “i curmi saidq, tw ¢
houses and the Northville Dow P i
low paying jobs and high traffic in the hwes poke at the Fel ANNil ) eeting and
ner of the tuwnsh‘lp where the MIT( rridor locat said conversations with Northville F ’ Yo [
ed confident the venue would not bring criminal activity

“These proposed projects produce low economi
value-added outcomes
the fa(‘etra(-'k, “could be considered a negative value
added operation, as gambling transfers wealth from
the poor to the rich.”

Curmi said he was also concerned any re
facility brings to the township would be offset by other
factors, such as increased traffic and crin

he said, noting gambling, at

venue the

is the composer of “An Armenian Trilogy,” and will be featured in a new PBS documentary premiering

March 12, 2023. PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAN YESSIAN

How a Milford man came to
compose ‘An Armenian Trilogy’
on Burt Bacharach’s piano

Susan Bromley

Hometownlife

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

What do a Milford man, Armenian genocide and
Burt Bacharach'’s piano have in common?

They are all crucial elements in the making of “An
Armenian Trilogy,” a PBS documentary that premiered
March 12 on Detroit Public TV.

Here's a look at what you will see — and hear — if
you stream the show following its premiere

Who is Dan Yessian?

Yessian, 78, is a Milford resident who took an un
conventional path to becoming a success, composing
award-winning music for television, movies, theme
parks, Fortune 500 companies and memorials includ-
ing the One World Observatory in New York City.

Yessian Music has an office in New York City, as well
as Los Angeles and Hamburg, Germany, but the com-
pany is based in Farmington Hills. It got its start in 1971
when Yessian risked disappointing his parents and
gave up a teaching career after only four years to com-
pose music that to this day he is unable to read or
write.

“I don’t read or write music, I play music,” said Yes-
sian, who had lessons in clarinet and saxophone as a
child, but played by ear. He later did the same with the
piano. “What I had to do producing music — I would
tell them (instrumentalists) what | want to hear—
chords I wanted... For many years, I didn't know where
middle C was on the piano. Somehow or other, |
banged out a career doing it this way.”

What is ‘An Armenian Trilogy'?

The 22-minute symphony Yessian composed at the
request of his church priest in 2014 was a three-year
project commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian genocide. In this horrific event, 1.5 million
Armenian citizens were massacred by the Ottoman
Empire, in an act Yessian said was not unlike the Holo-
caust.

“There were no ovens to destroy them,” he said, “but
the Armenians were forced to march through the des
ert until they dropped dead.”

Yessian completed a symphony with three move
ments, “The Freedom,” “The Fear” and “The Faith.”

With little patience for historical data, he sought to
convey in his music the emotions the Armenian people
felt.

“We are supposed to learn from history, but that
doesn’'t seem to happen,” Yessian, who is of Armenian
descent, said. “The thought was, ‘Let me lay this out,
so people might understand what they are going
through ™

N T 6 T

Yessian and his musical journey to composing the
symphony is the subject of a new PBS documentary
airing March 12, 2023.

How does Burt Bacharach's piano
come into play?

Bacharach, who died last month after a lifetime of
fame composing such popular hits as “Rain Drops
Keep Fallin’ on My Head,” “I Say a Little Prayer™ and
“What the World Needs Now is Love” was a musical
hero for Yessian.

So much so, that Yessian purchased one of Bach
arach’s pianos during a 2005 charity auction. Bach
arach signed the instrument and added a message: “I
wrote a lot of good music on this piano.”

He also wrote a letter of authenticity to Yessian, in
which he mentions that he had bought the piano in
1959 and it had stayed at the home of his former wife,
actress Angie Dickinson, for many years

Yessian recalled that when he asked Dickinson if
he could buy the piano’s bench, she declined, telling
him, “No, that is where Burt's butt was

No matter. Yessian found a bench and has com
posed much of his own music on the Bacharach pi
ano, including “An Armenian Trilogy

“The documentary takes you from the beginnings
of a budding clarinetist and saxophonist through a
progression of time that leads up to what I would sug
gest would be my legacy now, which is the ‘Armenian
Trilogy,” Yessian said. “It
we've been and where we're going
thing about music that creates emoti
my aim through all of this

Leam more at armeniant

Contact h'purtm Susan Bromley at sbromley(
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on
Twitter @SusanBromleyl0
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Students

Continued from Page 2A

tracted driving
The unfortunate thing about that accident is it

wasn't intersection-related. It was driver negligence
and not paying attention, Police ef Jefl Jedrusik
told Hometown Life last month. “(The dr
red light and struck a child at the crosswalk

On Feb. 7, a child was hit while walking to school
by a driver who failed to yield at the corner of Wayne
and Glenwood roads. According to police, the stu
dent, who's name was redacted from the police re
port, did not sustain significant injuries.

One week later, a third child was hit

Escobedo, a 12-year-old Franklin Middle School
student, was killed by a Wayne-Westland school bus
while trying to leave school on Feb. 14

Wayne Police Chief Ryan Strong said drivers need
to be more aware of pedestrians

“1 would just tell drivers that you have a responsi
bility to be aware of your surroundings, including pe
destrians,” Strong said. “When you're turning right or
left, you really need to be paying attention to those
crosswalks

lvVer) ran a

Crashes met with,
seemingly, little change

In response to the Dec. 8 crash, Westland installed
a pedestrian sign at Newburgh Road and Marquette
Street to draw more attention. The intersection does
not have a crosswalk signal.

Otherwise, it doesn't
changed

According to Strong, it’s too soon to know if the
three accidents should prompt procedural changes
Wayne-Westland doubled its crossing guard staff
during the 2021-22 school year, and those individuals
are trained annually. Strong said he feels staffing is

l' ient

appear anything has

the three crashes. Strong said people should call their
local police department if they see a faulty signal,
saying police will notify the county officials respon
sible

But, Brouhard said, she felt the local response was
not as quick as it should be

Why didn’t they do it sooner knowing there was
school in session?” she said. “So many kids walk this
path.

Strong urged drivers to be cautious. As a runner
he frequently observes drivers ignoring pedestrians
Brouhard said she's observed similar carelessness

‘Why don’t these pe uplc- care she said. “] think
everybody is in such a hurry with their everyday lives
that they don’t care about people anymore

Hometown Life reporter Susan Bromley contribut
ed to this report.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stanker
sle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her
on Twitter @shelby tankk
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City manager

arly 25 years working for
where he

ger the past 11 years
1 separation agreement

ast ANSing

} 0
The Northville

City Council selected
Lahanas as its city manager in early
February
A native of Queens, New York, he
found his way to Michigan for college. A
omputer algorithm helped Lahanas se-
chool: the program spit out
Northern Michigan University in Mar
quette as a good option. So he packed
his things and moved to the Upper Pen-
vhere he earned both his bache
ind master’s degrees

p North, Lahanas de
was the place for him.
rked in Shiawassee ( I'Ullt)' befon*
ling to East Lansing. Realizing in re
ent months he needed to consider
oking for other work, he began apply-
ing to jobs locally and across the coun-
try: he was also a finalist for the city

manager position in Birmingham.
Lahanas comes to Northville at a piv-
otal time in the city’s hi%t()ry, especially
hen it comes to economic dcvelop»
nent. Projects looming include the
planned redevelopment of the North-
ville Downs property on the south side
of downtown, as well as the potential
relocation of the farmer’'s market to the
former McDonald Ford site along Seven

1€( Viicl AN

Bomber

Continued from Page 1A
Mission to Alaska

World War Il planes have fascinated
Mihalek since childhood. After earning
his degree in aviation maintenance
from Western Michigan University, he
started his own company working on
aircraft from that time period.

He also began amassing a collection
of parts from B-25 bombers and
dreamed of making one whole.

He struck gold when he learned of a
B-25J that had been sitting on a sandbar
near Fairbanks, Alaska, since an emer-
gency landing there 44 years before.

The aircraft, which was built in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, in 1944, never saw
combat. The U.S. Army Air Force used it

' er t everal years after

Alrba 3, Alaska. The pilot suc
cessfully landed “wheels up” on a sand-
bar in the Tanana River. The engines
were salvaged, but the aircraft’s frame
emained there, frozen in time

A crowdfunding effort enabled the
Sandbar Mitchell Recovery Team, con-
sisting of 14 museum members, to jour
ney in 2013 to Alaska where they disas-
sembled the plane and brought the
pieces back to Michigan

Despite nearly a half a century out in
the elements, the body of the plane was
well-preserved. Unfortunately, vandals
had ‘-I".lu\‘li much of the plane’s con
tents. Mihalek said about half of the
original aircraft was intact.

Friends near and far unite
in effort to complete a puzzle

Museum members widely publicized
their efforts to find missing pieces. They
found allies among some who once may
have been considered foes.

Some people that had taken parts off
the plane over the years started return-
ing them to us,” Mihalek said. “They'd
tell us, ‘When I was a kid, we took this
off for a souvenir, and we found out
about you and want to give it back.”

The museum, a nonprofit with more
than 140 members, now has 75 percent
of the parts for the plane. The donations
include B-25 wings from.a plane once
flown in Canada that were donated by a
man who drove them to the museum
from his home in Minnesota and parts
from a B-25 on display in Omaha.

It's a very tight community,” Miha
lek noted

Tenant

i fr Page 1A

Restaurant plans include interior
remodeling, upscale experience
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George Lahanas is Northville’'s new city manager. DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Mile and the redevelopment of the old
Foundry Flask building. Having such
projects in the pipeline is exciting to La

hanas, who oversaw major work taking
place in East Lansing the last few years
such as The Hub of East Lansing and

The rear fuselage section of a World War ll-era B-25 bomber plan

o p— .
A

To

more

He said he believes his experience
dealing with those projects have pre-
pared him to tackle the city’s perspec-
tive on the commercial development
planned in Northville.

e. Putting the aircraft together is the massive project

The sc ope 18 similar but H..-In Nect

were different,” he said. “But it's dowr
town development and it's exciting

Good stewardship of the city

Lahanas said there are plenty of
challenges he expects to tackle, with big
ones being infrastructure and the fact
the city is largely built out. But those
present plenty of opportunity when it
comes to redevelopment

When it comes to his role as the city
manager, Lahanas said he wants to keep
the city in good financial shape.

“You want to be a good steward of the
city's resources and their government,
and you want to leave the city in a better
place years from now,” he said. “I think
that's sort of the standard things, but
you want it to be this vibrant downtown
and great residential neighborhoods
that people want to live here

Since arriving in town, Lahanas said
he’s been greeted with open arms. It's a
feeling, he said, that makes him excited
to work in Northville

“I think it’s great. People have been so
friendly,” he said. “The welcome I've re-
ceived has been great, from the staff,
from the council and from the resi
dents.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news:
letter.

undertaken by the Warbirds of Glory Museum in New Hudson. PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY/HOME TOWNLIFE.COM
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A 1945 telegram notifying the family of George Hammond that he was killed in

il jed

action in Italy. The document is on display at the Warbirds of Glory Museum at
the Oakland Southwest Airport in New Hudson.

Journey to Italy, honoring heroes

The most emotionally significant
contributions for the Warbirds of Glory

ning $500,000 in improvements with
the help of a professional interior deco
rator that will update the restaurant, in
cluding sliding windows that will be
open during warm months. They expect
to empluy >0 workers, most of them lo
cals

The menu will offer a needed, slightly
more upscale experience for the area
they said, with prices ranging from $10
to $25 for lunch and $14 to $38 meals for

Museum'’s effort, however, came from

an Italian farmer’s barn in 2017.
Recovered parts from a B-25 bomber

that Germans gunned down on March

dinner

Included in their business plan was a
Bourbons menu, featuring steaks, sea
food, pasta, pizza, burgers, soups and
salads

Filipovic and Lucaj said their mission
is, “to celebrate the cultures that inspire
us by using fresh ingredients and pre
paring them out of a scratch kitchen
Recipes crafted with purpose and tradi
tional cooking techniques, and food

20,1945, had been stored in that barn for
seven decades.

On that fateful March day, a six-man
U.S. crew was part of the 488th Bomb
Squadron’s mission to bomb the Campo
North Rail Bridge in the Italian Alps. The
crew successfully bailed out before the
plane crashed into a mountain.

The men were captured by the Ger-
mans. Three were later executed; the
others were prisoners until the war end-
ed.

The Warbirds of Glory historian Ron
Asman, who did the research on the
488th Bomb Squadron B-25 8Z, reached
out to the crewmembers’ families, and
many of them donated personal belong-
ings from their late relatives’ time in the
service.

Mihalek notes in particular items
that Ist Lt. George-Hammond's family
donated, including all of the bombar-
dier's correspondence, as well as ser-
vice medals, including the Purple Heart,
and a bracelet his wife had given him
that he was wearing in Italy when he
was executed.

See BOMBER, Page 6A

served with honor. We relish providing
an experience second to none. And
treating our guests as if they were in our
personal home”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter
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Plymouth, Northville study whether
to continue shared fire department

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Northville and Plymouth officials
have separately agreed to move forward
with a study that could lead to a new
long-term agreement to keep in place
the cities’ combined fire department.

Both the Northville City Council and
Plymouth City Commission conducted
meetings March 6 and approved moving
forward with a study to evaluate the
combined fire department they current
ly share, and which has been in exis
tence since 2012.

That study, to be conducted The Cen
ter for Public Safety Management,
based in Washington, D.C., will review
the arrangement and could lead to a
new 12-year agreement.

“As a part of the contract renewal, we
felt it was rather ... helpful for the long-
term health of that organization to have
an outside look,” said Paul Sincock, Ply
mouth’s city manager, during the March
6 commission meeting.

The study is expected to cost
$23,760, plus travel costs, an expendi
ture the cities will split.

The two elected bodies appeared in-
terested in keeping the current arrange-
ment, which has fire stations in both
Plymouth and Northville. For its emer-
gency medical technician services, Ply-
mouth utilizes Huron Valley Ambu-
lance, which responds to calls in the
city.

Northville’s 2022-23 proposed bud
get for the fire department was about
$1.15 million while Plymouth's proposed
2022-23 budget showed about $1.2 mil-
lion in expenditures for the fire depart-
ment. The department is headed by
Chief Matthew Samhat and has two
captains, six lieutenants and 55 total
staff.

Mark Wollenweber, Northville's for-
mer interim city manager, said he had
spoken to Sincock and both cities ex-
pressed an interest in retaining the cur-
rent level of service. The two discussed
a survey that could review other prac-

FREE
EVENT!

BRING IN ALL YOUR
COLLECTIBLES FORA
FREE EVALUATION

1-ON-1 EVALUATIONS

MARCH 218T - MARCH 25TH
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
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CANTON, MI 48187

Off HWY 275/Ford Rd
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PRE. 1970 UP TO $400+
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Northville and Plymouth share a fire department, an arrangement that may continue in the future. FiLe PH

tices at similar fire departments across
the country and potentially bring new
ideas, Wollenweber said.

“Paul and 1 thought sharing the cost
of the new survey, an outside consultant
to tell us what's in the works around the
country for these kinds of joint fire de
partments that are paid on-call ... an
analysis of our statistics to determine
are we doing our best work,” he said
“We're talking about what's the latest
and greatest that we might want toadd.”

The agreement is expected to come
back before both bodies later this

- - R 2
A -‘, S 49
Nt -.
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spring

‘I'm fully supportive of moving for
ward on this,” Northville Mayor Pro
Tem Barbara Moroski-Browne said. “I
think having an independent look is al
ways good

Plymouth City Commissioner
Marques Thomey said despite differ
ences between the cities, having more
information on such an agreement is
important

“We know from our other attempts
the cultures are a bit different. And the

fact that we Ill.gllt not be able to 'uulgi
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GRADED COINS 6§ COMMEMORATIVES

FRANKLIN HALF

GUITARS, AMPS,
& VINTAGE INSTRUMENTS!

METAL TOYS

all of those cultural shifts is just part of
reality,” he said. “But having data, which
this report will give us, it allows us to
take what we've done before, what
we're doing now and look at how we can
make things better

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news

letter
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Patrick Mihalek, president of the Warbirds of Glory Museum, with B- 25 bomber wings donatod as part of the effort to put together a World War li-era plane and
SUSAN'BROMLE Y/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

make it flight worthy.

Bomber

Continued from Page 4A
Making history take flight

Tucker and Mihalek see restoration
f Sandbar Mitchell to "]ﬂh'\\n[fh\ sta
way to preserve the crew's

ind history, too
Wl three |C|.|He‘r'---"|\r ]ll.nu-n.r
be b ved, the work of INspe ting
vart for airworthiness and docu
tir t for FAA certification is slow
undertaken by adult
student aviation ap

na eticuious

and

inspected and discard

ed if there is corrosion or deterioration
beyond repair. In some instances, to en-
sure airworthiness, parts will be remade
with help from original drawings and
blueprints.

‘When this thing flies, it will be a safe
aircraft,” Tucker said. “The first priority
is to make it safe to fly. The second prior
ity is to have it as authentic as possible

The restoration of the B-25 aircraft is
one of the three goals of the museum,
Tucker said. It n\l'Yl.qp\ with the other
two: mentoring students by teaching
them the skills involved in restoration,
and appreciating and preserving histo
ry

The museum, which moved to New
Hudson in September after 10 years at
the Brighton Airport, will make a unique
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contribution to Oakland County, creat-
ing a whole experience with other vehi-
cles from that time period, Tucker said.

More than 45 students have moved
through the museum'’s apprenticeship
program, most going into aviation- or
engineering-related fields, Mihalek
added.

The museum will have to move to a
larger airport when the Sandbar Mitch
ell is ready for her wings and to finally
take to the sky. Mihalek hopes that will
be in the next five years

Mihalek estimates it will cost about
$2 million, funded almost entirely
through individual donations, to get the
plane flying. But to him the value is infi
nite
‘It is being able to tell this story of

World War I1,” he said. “It is beautiful to
see a B-25 assembled and on display,
but it's another to hear the sound and
smell and see what it does.”

Tucker agrees.

“1do think that preservation of histo-
ry is important to this country so that
we understand the sacrifices made and
appreciate those sacrifices,” he said.
“That aircraft is a means to an end, and
the end is to remember and honor and
learn.”

The museum gives tours by appoint
ment. A formal open house is planned
for spring

For information, visit warbirdsof
glory.org or to volunteer or learn more
about an apprenticeship, email allen@
warbirdsofglory.org
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New Tapper’s Jewelry opens at Eight Mile, Haggerty

David Veselenak
Hometownlife com
A TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NOVI — Having a brand-new jewelry
store along Interstate 275 makes for the
perfect way to reach a new customer
base.

That's the feeling of Mark Tapper,
one of the owners of Tappers Jewelry,
about his family’'s newest store at
20800 Haggerty in Novi.

“I couldn’'t be happier with how it
turned out,” he said. “Our team just did a
fantastic job. 1 don’t think we've really
missed any details.”

The 10,000-square-foot shop, which
the family claims is now the largest
jewelry store in Michigan, has been un
der construction for months at the
northeast corner of Eight Mile and Hag-
gerty. It stands where Big Boy formerly
was until the restaurant closed in 2020.

The standalone store, first proposed
in the summer of 202], replaces the
shop formerly located in the Twelve
Oaks Mall. Having a shop more east and
south was a decision they made to ex-
pand to a newer market, said Tapper.
Reaching customers in places in Ply
mouth and Canton Township, as well as
being along a major expressway, was
one of the goals of the new store.

“I1 was really attracted to the Hagger
ty corridor between Six and Eight Mile.
We've loved being in Novi before, and
obviously being close to the border of
Novi/Northville/Livonia we just
thought it would open things up,” Tap-
per said. “During COVID, we were look-
ing for an opportunity. Some of our
brands wanted to exit the regional mall
and for us, the property became avail-
able and we just thought we'd take ad-
vantage of it.”

Inside, customers can find all sorts of
brands, including a new Rolex shop
dedicated to the high-end watchmaker.
Returning also for watches is Omega,
which Tapper's had not carried for some
time. Other watch brands found at the
Novi store include Shinola, Breitling and
TAG Heuer among others. The store also
has a pre-owned watch section as well.

“This definitely is a watch destina-
tion,” said Katrina Barbey, president of
the company. “(Other stores) have a
good assortment of watches, but this
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The interior of the new Tapper’'s Jewelry at Eight Mile and Haggerty in Novi. The
store is billed by the company as the largest such jewelry store in Michigan.

PHOTOS BY DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE

Tapper's Jewelry in Novi.

probably has one of the largest of the
three locations.”

Jewelry options include David Yur
man, Lagos and more. The shop also has
an upstairs diamond loft, which pro-
vides plenty of options especially for
bridal and diamonds.

In addition to the Novi location, Tap
per's has stores in West Bloomfield
Township and well as in the Somerset
Collection in Troy. The company also
has a small shop in downtown Birming
ham.

The Novi store is open from 10:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday
and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday

Despite the grandiose appearance on

S ——
Mark Tapper of Tapper's Jewelry

speaks March 1 at the grand opening
of the company's new store

The second floor of the Tapper's Jewelry in Novi contains the Diamond Loft,

which has plenty of bridal jewelry.

the outside, Tapper insists they are a
store for everyone, regardless of budget.
While they do sell high-end watches
such as Rolex, Tapper said he has Casio
watches that begin at $89.

Having that accessibility, he said, is
how Tapper's came to be and will re
main going forward

“The origin of our business is we have
price points from $25 to over $250,000
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Tapper said. “We have something for ev
eryone

Contact reporter David Veselenak
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter
@davidveselenak

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter
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USA TODAY

Detroit Cathollc Central celebrates winning the Division 1 hockey state champlonshlp Saturday, March 11, 2023, at USA
Hockey Arena. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Naurato’s shutout helps
Detroit CC hockey win
4th straight state title

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

USA Hocke
High glove saves.
Covers on deflections.
Shots stopped with his blocker
All of it.
The Detroit Catholic Central senior
even got a little lucky with a few of

AClla

Brighton's shots pinging off the crossbar
or narrowly missing open portions of
the net following redirections

And at the nd of t}

nioht th,

tory gave them their fourth straigh
state championship (and back-to-back
titles over the Bulldogs.). CC survived
an onslaught of penalties and immacu
late scoring opportunities for Brighton.
But the biggest setback came during

the medal ceremony afterward. One by

ne, the Shamrocks went to center ice
to receive their state championship
from athletic director Aaror

meda

last to get his medal. Except he didn't
get one. They ran out of medals. They
were one shy, which is tough because
Naurato was arguably the game’s MVP.

See DETROIT CC, Page 6B

Peter Rosa,
Brother Rice
come back to
beat Byron
Center, win
D-2 title

Brandon Folsom

A TODAY NETWORK MICH N

Early Saturday afternoon, a Brother
Rice hockey fan leaned over the steel
railing that protects the rowdy hun
dreds from t.dlilll! into one of the tun
nels that connect the dres
with the ice rink at USA Hockey Arena

Hey, give me that hat!” the fan
shouted at a Michigan High School
Athletic Association support staff
member while pointing at a gray War
riors cap laying on the tunnel floor.
“Right there, that's my hat!”

The support staff member turned to
look at the fan and glared.

“Did you throw it?” the staff mem
ber asked.

“Yeah!” the fan responded.

“Then no!” the staff member said

That hat was one of a few dozen
that wouldn't be returned to their orig
inal owners.

And just a half hour earlier, the
mere thought of any hats being tossed
onto the ice seemed like wishful think
ing.

Brother Rice trailed Byron Center
2-0 entering the third period of the Di
vision 2 state championship.

The scoring opportunities were
there. The Warriors just couldn’t cash
in on any of them. Bulldogs goalie Car
son MacKenzie was playing too well

But you can’t rule out Brother Rice
No, not with Peter Rosa in the lineup

But, honestly, it's a blessing the
senior is even on the team. He tried out
with the Shreveport Mudbugs in the
North American Hockey League before
and he

SSINEg rooms

the high school season started

way to bec oming a plnlv\\u-n.;i nock
ey player

Instead, he returned to Brother Rice
in hopes of winning another state title

See BROTHER RICE, Page 6B

Salem beats Dexter, wins Ist regional champlonshlp since 1990

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Thursday’s third-quarter lull during
the Division 1 girls basketball regional
championship saw Dexter erase Salem’'s
double-digit halftime lead almost com
pletely.

The Dreadnaughts made four field
goals, trimmed their deficit to 23-18 and
held Salem to just two points — off a
put-back from Ashley Kopacko — in the
period.

Before the fourth quarter started,
coach Rod Wells had just the message
for his Rocks, who are often composed
and locked in when adversity hits.

“Remember that story I told you the
other day?” the second-year coach said
he asked his players.

Although Dexter grabbed an early
lead, Salem (20-6) couldn't have asked
for a better start.

R et

\llulhu l{dkn \ ¢ jn\v onto the f.
a steal and somehow got a pass to Madi
son Morson, who cashed in on a layup
that put the Rocks ahead once and for all
midway through the first quarter.

Salem went on a 6-0 run to begin the
next period and held the Dreadnaughts
to only nine points in the first half

A 21-9 score at halftime looked insur
mountable for Dexter.

Until it wasn't

That intermission in the third
couldn’t have come at a better time for
Wells.

“He actually told us a story about
how he was beating up a kid one time
when he was a kid,” said Morson, who
scored a game-high17 points. “He let the
kid get up, and then the kid started beat
ing up him. So he was saying don't let
them get back up. Beat them into the
dirt. It was a great analogy.”

or for

See SALEM, Page 6B
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Salem’s Abby Resovsky and Isabell Kulick celebrate winning the Division 1 girls
basketball regional final Thursday, March 9, 2023, at Saline.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Osservir & ECCFNTRI(

1 fe (




2B A O & EMEDIA

el W) .

A Y
' SRS ’Hmf“wi IP{H 'F = S e S

South Lyon East competitive cheer
makes Ist-ever appearance at states

Brandon Folsom

JSA DAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
Thanks to a fourth-place effort dur
ing the Division 2 regional meet, the
South Lyon East competitive cheer
team qualified for the state champion
ship for the first time in program history.
The Cougars placed sixth out of eight
teams during the championship held on
March 3 at Central Michigan University
They recorded rounds of 23170,
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3.92 and 306.10 for a total score of
61.72, finishing just under a point be
hind fifth-place Middleville Thornapple

Kellogg

Gibraltar Carlson won the state title
with a score of 789.54.

East, which opened its school in
2007, placed second in both the Lakes
Valley Conference and at the LVC cham-
pionship meet and ended the regular
season ranked third in D-2

“When I started at East, the odds
were against us,” fourth-year coach Ju

a .A\ &0
N;"n'u vu.LE High ScHooL Ski TEAM

Northville's ski team celebrates winning the Kensington Lakes Activities

Association championship. NORTHVILLE Sk

Northville celebrates
winning first-ever KLAA
ski championship

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife cc

A )DAY NETWORK - M GAN

The Northville boys ski team missed
jualifying for the Division 1 state finals
by one place during its regional last
month

But that's OK because the Mustangs
still had plenty to celebrate

They won the first Kensington Lakes
Activities Association championship
for alpine ski racing on Feb. 17.

The Mustangs placed first out of five
teams in both the slalom and the giant
slalom, while four individuals .took
home all-conference honors in both dis
ciplines (only top-10 finishers earn all
conference nods)

Joe Sepanik placed second in the gi
ant slalom, followed by Nathan Moriar

ty in fourth, Jackson Weiland ir ixth
and Jacob Gusick in eighth
‘-klmn.i was fourth in the slalom

vhile Moriarty took fifth  Weiland f
shed sixth and Gusick took ninth

Northville cored 24 and 20 t
espective 1n A ( \nd giant sla
om to pla f In the ( rence tr
) 44-point total, folle i by Hartland
31). Brigl

} ¥

Northville’s Joe Sepanik competes in
the Kensington Lakes Activities
Association ski championship
Sepanik placed second in the giant
slalom and fourth in the slalom

lia Tilt said. “We had some great ath
letes, but we were underdogs by far. It's
been a long road with lots of blood,
sweat and tears, but I'm so proud of this
team. Qualifying for state finals is not
given, it's earned, and this team has
earned it. Hard work pays off.”

Don’t forget about Milford!
East wasn’t the only LVC team in ac-

tion during the state finals.
Milford, the undisputed LVC champi-

ons, also competed and placed seventh
out of eight teams in the D-1 meet

The Mavericks finished with scores
0f 233.00, 228.12 and 318.40 for a total of
779.52, missing out on sixth place to
Macomb LAnse Creuse North by less
than a point.

Rochester (790.62) won the state ti
tle.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandon;j .

North Farmington's Ryan Hurst dribbles during the Division 1 boys basketball
district semifinal Wednesday, March 8, 2023. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE. COM

Mr. Basketball campaign started
in the weight room for Ryan Hurst

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
JSA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Even Southfield A&T's Xavier Bow-
man respects Ryan Hurst's game.

The North Farmington star started
heating up just before halftime of
Wednesday's 73-22 victory over the
Warriors in the Division 1 boys basket
ball district semifinal.

He hit back-to-back deep jumpers.

And then, with the clock winding
down and Bowman draped all over
him, Hurst stepped back and shot a
Steph Curry-length 3-pointer that
went in at the buzzer.

Bowman couldn’t even get mad at
it. The three-star wide receiver recruit
took his massive right arm and gave
Hurst a big hug around his belly and
then smiled as he walked off the court
and headed into the locker room

At this point, you've got to expect

that kind.of magic out of Hurst each
night. He's truly having a dream season.

A month ago? He verbally committed
to Detroit Mercy

And the Raiders? They're 20-1, with
an Oakland Activities Association-Red
championship under their belt and the
No. 3 ranking in the state. Beating
Southfield was just Step 1 on their play
off journey to winning a state title

And last week? The Basketball
Coaches Association of Michigan
named Hurst one of five finalists for its
Mr. Basketball honor. He’s just the sec
ond Raider to ever be nominated and the
first since Amauri Hardy in 2017

‘From the day he walked in, he’s been
a very unselfish kid,” coach Todd Ne
goshian said. “He really puts the team
first. He doesn’t worry about his num
bers and knows that as the team goes
everything else will just fall into place

See CAMPAIGN, Page 3B
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Campaign
Continued from Page 2B

He's been unbelievable with getting us
going, and he’'s made sure he follows
along with what our program has been
about with a team-first attitude

In reality, the day Hurst first walked
in wasn't very long ago

After his parents moved houses
Hurst transferred from West Bloomfield
to North Farmington before his junior
year.

He came in overweight and a step
slower.

But as he got acclimated into Negosh
ian’s program, the better the 6-foot-3
shooting guard got. He dropped the
weight, gained power and speed and
wound up averaging 23 points per game,
which was good enough for Hometown
Life to name him its Player of the Year

Once again, he's averaging close to 23
points per game this winter. Plus, he's
averaging seven rebounds and four as
sists.

If it wasn't for his hard work in the
weight room the past two seasons, the
Raiders might not be one of the favorites
to win the state championship right
now.

“Since I got here, me and Coach Billy
(strength and conditioning coach Billy
Slobin) had one goal, and that was to get
me in shape for the junior season and
carry it over to next summer before sen
jor season,” said Hurst, who scored 13
points vs. Southfield. “We've just been
working in the weight room, and it's
shown a lot. Being a Mr. Basketball can
didate, it really means a lot to me. One of
my closest friends, (former Ferndale
star) Treyvon Lewis, was a Mr. Basket-
ball finalist last year. So it feels great,
and I'm very blessed for that.”

Hurst said if it wasn't for Negoshian’s
tough scheduling, he'd probably not be
up for the honor.

You need lots of state-wide exposure
to garner enough votes to get on the
nomination list. Fortunately for him, the
Raiders played three games out west
against challenging opponents. Twice,
they went to Grand Rapids for show
cases, and they also ended up at Benton
Harbor.

Being out west ensured that plenty of
coaches who are unfamiliar with metro
Detroit basketball got a good glimpse of
his talent.

.

!_4
Southfield A&T's Xavier Bowman hugs
North Farmington's Ryan Hurst after
Hurst buried a buzzer-beater during
the Division 1 boys basketball district

semifinal Wednesday, March 8, 2023.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Hurst said he made sure to “show up
big” every time they traveled out of the
area

‘I think they (BCAM voters) saw how
versatile he is because I think he does a
lot of things,” Negoshian said. “He can
score at three levels. He rebounds. The
one big question everybody had when
he came over here was whether he
would be able to play as hard as we
wanted him to defensively. I think that's
been, without a question, something
he’'s done. It's been great. He’s bought
into how we play, and he’s just kept go-
ing. It's been a great thing for him.”

Should Hurst actually win the honor,
the acceptance celebration takes place
at the Detroit Free Press office. He's
bound to receive plenty of hugs from
family, friends and Negoshian while
downtown. But just remember his first
hug since becoming a nominee came
from Bowman during the playoff open-
er. Even one of the best football recruits
in Michigan has respect for the season
Hurst is having.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom-
brandonj .
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It’s time to take control of
your hearing and improve
your quality of life and hear
clearer today!

With hearing aids starting at $999 each, we know we have the right
product to match your lifestyle.
From listening to music to playing pickleball and more —our devices are
designed for you, and we guarantee your hearing satisfaction|

When you schedule an appointment in March you'll receive
¢ COMPLIMENTARY hearing screening
¢ FREE cleaning and check of yo urrent hearing aid
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Meet the completely-in-canal (CIC) and virtually invisible hearing aid!
Small enough to forget you're wearing a hearing device, yet powerful
enough to forget you have hearing loss
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Receive these offers when you
purchase hearing aids in March. Give us a call today!

O HEAR

MICHIGAN
Hear Michigan
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Hear Michigan Hear Michigan
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248-450-62 "'vH

“This is a refund of the total purchase price i retumed in the first 30 days. 'This limited-time
offer may not be used in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Receive up to $500
towards a pair of level 50, 70 or 90 technology. “Actual size may vary depending on the size and

shape of the individuals ear canal. Offer expires 3/31/23
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But that's OK. No one’'s going to forget
0-save shutout performance on the
bigge Qt st AP €
He played really,
well. He made some big saves,”
i coach Brandon Kaleniecki
iid. “1 don’t think we've been under
that much pressure all season, so we
needed our goalie to come up and make
some big saves, and he did that. That
was huge. To get a shutout in the state
championship game, that's awesome,
and he earned it.
Naurato’s effort was needed.
Jackson Walsh scored the game-win-
ner just 4 minutes, 27 seconds into the
game, plus the junior tallied an empty:-
netter in the waning moments, while
Nolan Galda also had a goal in the first

He awesome

hth-vear

( defense had some breathing
with a two-goal lead for most of

the night
But the Shamrocks put Brighton on
the power play six times. And the Bull-

Salem

ontinued from Page 1B

Salem ratcheted up its defensive in-
tensity, started driving to the basket for
layups and to draw fouls and never
looked back as it opened the final quar-
ter on a 12-2 run.

The eventual 40-23 victory wound
up as the Rocks' first regional champi-
onship since 1990.

They'll face Riverview in Tuesday’s
state quarterfinal at Ypsilanti Lincoln. A
trip to the final four at Michigan State
University’s Breslin Center is on the
line

“When you've got someone down,
you've got to continue to beat them up,”
said Wells, who guided Ypsilanti Arbor
Prep to a state championship in 2016.
“You can't allow them to get up and get
confident. I told them that story the oth-
er day, and they understood. They lis-
tened.

“They understand that a team is go-
ing to give them a punch. But they’re not
afraid of that punch no more. When
teams came at them and hit them, we
would've fallen down last year. We
would’ve just started throwing the ball
in the stands. Now we know that when
teams make a run, you've just got to per-
severe through it.”

' eason of perseverance for

oT; That also included a tough four
game losing streak while Morson was
sidelined for two weeks with an ankle
injury.
But they bounced back. They won 11
straight at one point. They suffered just

Brother Rice

ontinued from Page 1B

He vowed to get the Warriors one more
banner

And there he was, facing a two-goal
deficit with only 17 minutes left in his
preps career.

But you can't count out Rosa.

And so he got to work.

Just over 90 seconds into the third
period, while on the penalty kill, An-
drew Marone sauced a perfectly-placed
pass to center ice for Rosa, who turned
on the speed and buried a short-hander
past MacKenzie

That was enough to put Byron Cen-
ter's defenders on their toes.

Nine minutes later, Rosa did it again.
Jack Cassidy set up Rosa with a snipe
near the blue line. And away Rosa went,
slamming his body into the ghass in
front of the Bulldogs’ faithful. -

Game on

Another 90 seconds later, Roman Vil
laire went top shelf to put Brother Rice
ahead for the first time, which left the
Bulldogs scrambling. Byron Center ulti-
mately called a timeout to pull MacKen-
zie in hopes that the man-advantage
would get them the tying goal and send
it to overtime

Instead, you guessed it, it was Rosa

lapping in an empty-netter from center
ce with 20.7 seconds left

And then the hats started raining on

the

Rosa did it

The forward recorded his second hat

rick of the postseason and made good
s promise to bring Brother Rice its
)nd state title in three seasons and

O & E MEDIA

dogs nearly took full advantage of it

At one point, with about 12 minutes
left, they had officially outshot CC on
the scoreboard.

And these weren't any easy-to-stop
shots. It wouldn't have been a surprise
to see Brighton tie the score late

But Naurato was resilient

“It was unreal. He had like four wrap
around, back-door stops that complete
ly saved the game for us, keeping it
close,” Walsh said of his goalie. “He just
completely kept us in the game.”

No gaffes, no mistakes.

Naurato battled through the power
plays. He stopped breakaway attempts.
He got the job done.

He got a state championship trophy
for his troubles. He just didn’t get a med
al.

“At the end of the day, you've just got
to battle through it and get the job done,”
the goalie said. “It could've went either
way with the penalty calls. We just got
unfortunate today, but we battled
through as a team, and I'm proud and
happy that we all worked through that

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandon;.
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Salem coach Rod Wells celebrates
Thursday, Marct ]

two losses during their Kensington
Lakes Activities Association-West
schedule, good enough to earn them a
trip to the league championship game.

They fumbled a 14-point lead to
Wayne Memorial, a squad with two Mc-

08

Detroit Catholic Central goalie Luca Naurato makes a save during the Division 1
hockey state championship Saturday, March 11, 2023, at USA Hockey Arena.

BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Donald's All-American nominees in
Mayla Ham (Georgetown) and Paris
Bass (North Dakota), but they pulled
through in overtime.

Now they’ve got both district and re
gional titles under their belt. This is a

e L, A T T
P el N

TR e i s e e

‘*—l_m

=

3\
N3

Brother Rice celebrates winning the Division 2 hockey state championship
Saturday, March 11, 2023, at USA Hockey Arena. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

sixth championship overall.

“Hat trick!” Brother Rice’'s now-hat
less student section shouted. “Hat trick!
Hat trick! Whoo!”

Watrriors 4, Bulldogs 2.

“All year I've been telling the guys
about the spot in the back of our locker
room with all the state championship
banners,” Rosa said after hoisting the
championship trophy. “There’s one cor
ner that's empty. Every day when we
came to practice, 1 told them that we
needed to fill that space, so it's awe
some.”

As the two teams went through the
handshake line, Brother Rice's student
section started chanting, “Mr. Hockey!
Mr. Hockey! Mr. Hockey!”

Rosa should have a strong case to win
it. His three goals in the state champi
onship gave him 83 points for the sea-
son, which includes 39 goals and 44 as
sists.

But, more important than his statis-
tics, he should be recognized for his
leadership

That's what helped the Warriors
bounce back

A bounce back from a three-week
stretch during which the Warriors lost
four games early in the season. A
bounce back from finishing as the run
ner-up in the Michigan Interscholastic
Hockey League-North after dropping a
pair of league games to rival Detroit
Catholic Central. And a bounce back

program that has struggled to reach a
.500 winning percentage over the past
decade. Now they’re one win away from
the Breslin.

“It's crazy. I did not think that we
were going to make it this far,” said Abby
Resovsky, Salem's first player in off the
bench who hit the game-winner against
Wayne two weeks ago. “We have grown
as a team so, so much. To be able to even
win regionals and to be able to win dis-
tricts in general, and win the league, and
do everything we've done so far, it’s just
insane. I can’t believe we've done it, and
we've done it together as a team. We're
still going. Quarterfinals are next, and
we're not done yet! We're not done yet!”

Yes, the Rocks have some of the top
players in metro Detroit on their team,
such as Morson, who should be a Michi-
gan Miss Basketball nominee as a senior
next winter, as well as Bakkar, a Roches-
ter University signee who happens to be
the heart and soul of the team. No one
questions her leadership.

But Salem is also chock full of players
who just know their roles. From 3-point
specialist Isabell Kulick to post players
Leilah Howard, Macy Boyd and Alannah
Staudle to Kopacko and Resovsky, two
wings who are clearly good enough to
play at the next level, and everyone else
who gets into the game when Wells
makes wholesale hockey line-type sub-
stitutions

Bakkar said. “Making it this far is amaz-
ing. I'm on top of the moon right now.
It's so good. Everything feels amazing.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Twitter: @folsombrandonj.

from a 2-0 hole to Byron Center on the
biggest stage

“Peter, he’'s amazing,” Villaire said
about his captain. “He’s a great role
model. He leads the team well, and he
shows everyone how to play right. He's
just always there when we need him the
most. We were pretty scared coming
into that third period, but, ya know, we
just had to work hard, take it up another
level and we did it. We came back and
got the win.”

Obviously, Rosa didn't do it alone.
This year's Brother Rice team has nine
seniors and several veterans. That in-
cludes Rosa, Marone and Cassidy, the
Warriors' three captains.

As much as Rosa wanted to win an-
other state title, so did Marone and Cas-
sidy.

“You know what? Him (Rosa), An-
drew Marone and Jack Cassidy have
been here for 3 years,” coach Kenny Cha-
put said. “They were on a mission this
year. | know it was a lot of hard work
throughout the early part of the season
when we struggled, but when we got
down to the stretch run here and into
the playoffs, you could just tell that they
weren't going to come up short, that’s
for sure.”

Of course, Rosa was mobbed by the
media afterward.

But as the arena's lights dimmed,
most fans, several of them now hatless,
cleared out. And Rosa and a few team-
mates shared a quiet moment together
with the championship trophy.

Mission accomplished. Now it’s onto
juniors for the Mr. Hockey hopeful.

“Iwon’t ever forget it,” Rosa said look -
ing at the empty seats in the arena. “It's
perfect. It's one of the best days of my
life.”
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With a second-round pin of Belding's
Gavin Craner on March 4 at Ford Field,
Noah Etynyre became the first wrestler
at Lutheran Westland to win an individ
ual state championship.

The senior, who finished the season
with a 46-3 record, pinned Craner 35
seconds into the second round to claim
the 175-pound state title in Division 3

Etnyre, a four-time state tournament
qualifier, actually had to avenge an
early-season loss in the state semifinal
He lost to Alma’s Cole O’Boyle during
the Hudson Super 16 tournament cham
pionship round by major decision, 12-3
But he won the rematch in downtown
Detroit with a pin at 3:05.

Etnyre, who actually attends Ply
mouth Christian Academy but takes ad-
vantage of his school’s co-op agreement
with Lutheran for football and wres
tling, was a state runner-up at 171
pounds a year ago.

The Warriors also sent James Bige
low to the state tournament. However,
the senior lost a pair of matches at 190
pounds to bow out of the tournament
and finish with a 36-11 record.

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom
brandonj .
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Noah Etnyre becomes Ist Lutheran
Westland wrestler to win state title

78

Lutheran Westland’s Noah Etnyre grapples with Evart's Cole Hopkins during the MHSAA individual wrestling state finals on
Saturday, March 5, 2022, at Ford Field. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Franklin loses rubber match to Dearborn in district final
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The Livonia Franklin boys basketball
team lost the Division 1district champi
onship Friday at Dearborn, 56-32.

The Pioneers (18-6) advanced to
Monday's regional semifinal against
Lincoln Park. The Patriots ended their
season 17-7 overall.

The rubber match

The matchup couldn't have been any
bigger between the two Kensington
Lakes Activities Association-East foes

Dearborn won the first league gar

<0 0 ¢
|

cause of the storm two weeks ago. Wher
power couldn't be restored to Dear
born's gymnasium, the game got moved
to nearby Dearborn Fordson.

For two, the game determined which
team got to represent the East in the
KLAA championship game. Franklin
edged Dearborn in an emotional match-
up, 58-56, so both teams finished tied
atop the final East standings at 10-4
overall and shared the division title
However, since Franklin won the de fac
tor division championship, the Patriots

got to represent the East against Canton
in the league finale.

What's more, the following week,
Dearborn was on hand for the KLAA title
game, which Franklin lost to the Chiefs,
56-32, and the Pioneers even sat behind
Franklin's bench to root on their new
found rivals.

Fans couldn't have asked for a better
matchup for the district final. Except it
was Dearborn that ran away with the
win

How the Pioneers won

Dearborn's defense absolutely
smothered Franklin all night. It em

Dearborn's Nassim Mashhour went
on a 9-2 run of his own to close out the
first quarter. That included him burying
a runner in the lane at the buzzer.

Eric Hobson Jr. helped the Patriots
close the gap to just 23-19 entering half
time, but Dearborn opened the fourth
on another 9-0 scoring spree and held
Franklin to just four points in the period

a“i

Livonia Franklin's Robbie Wynn attempts a layup during the Division 1 boys
basketball district championship Friday, March 10, 2023, at Dearborn
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Livonia Franklin's Eric Hobson Jr. dribbles to the hoop during the Division 1 boys
basketball district championship Friday, March 10, 2023, at Dearborn.

Looking at the scorebook

Ali Makki led the Pioneers with 17
points, followed by Mashhour with 15

Hobson Jr. paced Franklin with 14
scored

points Adam Alokab

points, including all four of the Patriots

points in the fourth, while Mitch Cronyn

tallied five

nine Life

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Twitter: @folsombrandonj
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HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH & SCHOOL
www.hgree nel
at the comer of Winans Lake & Musch Rd

810-231-9199 3
Ft John Rocus, Pastor !
Weekend | iturgies Saturday 4 00 p.m
Sunday 900 & 1100 a m
[Pemse vt oy Swoud of Tusm Desplity and Book 8 Gift Shop)

(Church of the Holy Spirit

3700 Harvey Lake Rd. Highland

Saturday Mass 5PM,
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM
248-887-5354 | HolySpirtHighiand
The Holy Spirtt is Here - Come Haome!

All are Welcome!

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Chuseh)
41415 W Nine M)

1 e Novi, MI 4

Come and worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church!

C 16

6 )

— '] ] . (248) 349-1144
Y / /' TT7 West & Mile Roard]
(///7/]6’(4 A Mile anct Taht Road)
[STA OMNT CHUR

e 2 Northvilie Mc:nu_w‘,

Worshp Trmes Saptamtey - May 9158 1100

Mermoril (my - Latwy Day 1000 &
ReviMarvs M Wuoley (md Pasty
www {umoythvile (rg

‘the WAY' - a ministry of
Hope Lutheran Church
Worship @Abbey Park
28413 Abbey Lane

d New Hudson, MI(

¢ Sunday @10am. 248-553-7170

T www hape-lutheran-church.com
Rev Thomas Scherger

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST cuuncu‘

10774 Nine Mile Road
~ Rev. M. Lee Taylor « 449-2582

Sunday School, 45 a.m
* Worship, 11:00 am. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening, 7:00 p.m.

CATHOUIC CHURCH
133 Orchard Dr., Northville
WE EKENO ( aturday 5:00 p ]r
day )30 am.1130am
Church 349-2821, School 349 3810
Religious £ ducanon 149- 2550

Rev Denes Th 2 Pash

TURGIE

RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT

TODAY!

RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT

TODAY!

be included here call Jabril Bryan
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(513) 796-7028 or
email JBryant@localiq.com
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Professional ‘ ' Skilled Trades
A4 Roofing & Siding I
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SELL YOUR CAR
FIND A HOME
GET A JOB
ADOPT A PET

BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE

Wies
MICHIGAN AD NETWORK
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIEL

Place your Check out the classified ads everyday.
classified ad today.
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Rk S MOUN L ONLY
Your KOHLER Walk-In Bath
Low Monthly Payments'

2 FLOOR COVERINGS

{ 4 “4’4" ¥/, 4 g | .
A ‘ PROFESSIONAL £ LIFETIME LIMITED

- INSTALLATION ';_-ﬂ WARRANTY
The Stars of Flooring "

INCLUDED

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

Bbok a FREE consultation at (313) 241-9116
947-600-7060 - bookfci.com




