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local attorney who practices out of his 
firm at 324 E. Main St., and is involved 
with the campaign. "We’re just looking 
for a collaborative approach that serves 
all the businesses' and residents’ best 
interests equally.”

Here’s a look at what led to these di
vision and what, if anything, could hap
pen next with Northville’s roads. (The 
Northville City Council was set to meet

NOVI — Tucked away off 10 Mile 
Road is a place designed to refine your 
tennis game.

Resembling a golf simulator but 
modeled on tennis principles, Tennis
TEC is an idea born out of a desire in 
Thanh Tran, who wanted to keep up 
with his game after the COVID-19 pan
demic put restrictions in place.

Tran, an engineer by trade, wanted 
a simulator to practice his tennis 
swings but found there wasn’t one 
here in the U.S.

NORTHVILLE - The planters of 
hundreds of pink yards signs in North
ville are hoping to convince the city 
council to reopen downtown streets to 
vehicular traffic.

The council last summer voted to 
permanently close Main and Center 
streets to traffic, a decision made de-

“One of the things that hit me was 
that there was no tennis simulator,” said 
Tran, who picked up tennis several dec
ades ago. “There was a golf simulator, 
but no tennis simulator."

Tran recently launched TennisTEC, a 
simulator billed as the first of its kind in 
the United States. Located at 24300 
Catherine Industrial Drive in suite 407 
near 10 Mile and Novi roads, it provides 
tennis players a way to practice their 
game and get feedback on their play.

TennisTEC looks similar to a golf 
simulator: the front of the shop has a 
designated sitting area and sells some

signed to make the downtown more 
walkable and pedestrian friendly after 
being closed the last few years.

That decision has manifested into a 
hotbed of controversy in this town of 
6,000. Some residents have become vo
cal on the issue - with the calls to re
open the streets countered by pleas to 
keep them closed to traffic.

Hence, the pink yards signs.
“We just had to bring it to issue,” said 

Joe Corriveau, a Northville resident and

Thanh Tran adjusts the tennis 
simulator at TennisTEC in Novi. Tran 
opened the simulator earlier this year. 
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

When Eric Kilburn Jr.’s phone rang 
around 6 p.m. Wednesday, he an
swered to hear the unmistakable voice 
of basketball star Shaquille O’Neal.

“I was flabbergasted,” Eric, 14, said. 
“My soul left my body for a moment, I 
was so shocked.”

The call has been the icing on the 
cake, or perhaps the laces on the shoes 
as Eric’s mother Rebecca says, to a 
month of March madness after Home
town Life wrote about the Kilburn fam
ily’s quest to find size 23 shoes for Eric.

The story struck a nerve among 
readers who sought to help Eric get 
shoes that fit. Advice from readers in
cluded shoe-cobbling instructions, 
company recommendations and most 
commonly, urging the Kilburns to 
“reach out to Shaq,” who is known for 
kindness and generosity.

The Kilburns didn’t have Shaq on 
speed dial, nor did they expect the star 
to take notice of their struggle. But af
ter the Kilburns’ story went viral and 
resulted in offers from both Puma and 
Under Armour to make custom shoes, 
Shaq took notice, too.

In his phone call to the Kilburn fam
ily, O’Neal, who wears size 22 shoes, 
empathized with Eric’s predicament. 
Shaq told Eric that when he was the 
same age, his mom also couldn’t find 
the shoes he needed.

Eric, who sprained his ankle last fall 
playing JV football for Goodrich with
out cleats, asked Shaq if he’d ever 
played footbEill in high school. The an
swer was affirmative, but Shaq also 
suffered an injury and six months later 
began playing the sport that would 
bring him fame and fortune.

“Shaq said he made $900 million by 
listening to his mom and dad, so he 
told me to listen to my parents,” Eric 
said.

Shaq, played in the NBA for 19 years, 
hasn’t had to worry about shoes in 
decades and now Eric won’t have to, 
either.

Under Armour Senior Director of 
Footwear Development Robb Cropp 
scanned and measured Eric’s feet on 
Sunday and Puma plans to do the

Susan Bromley 
Hometownlife.com

PROTECT
PRESERVE

Shaq’s shoe 
call is be-all, 
end-all for 
Eric Kilburn’s 
size 23 feet

Folsom’s favorites:
All-area boys basketball

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

rails pans * taait ctote 

PROTECT YOUR TREASURED 
TABLE FOREVER

from scrakhea, rings, spills, stains, heat, hums, dents 

"Just Like Grandma's! ”

David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Use Promo Code: USAToday

WORLD'S V MINI-TABLE PAD (The 'Table Paddie

mailto:LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com


I

More Eight Mile construction coming, 
this time between Taft and Napier roads
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE - Local drivers have 
been good at finding detours due to road 
construction but now they'll have to do 
even better because of an Eight Mile 
Road project later this summer.

The Road Commission for Oakland 
County plans to resurface Eight Mile be
tween Taft and Napier roads, to help ex
tend the life of the road between five and 
10 years, agency spokesman Craig Bry
son said.

With no firm start dates, the work 
will include adding two inches of as
phalt to the existing surface.

"This is what we call a preservation 
overlay," Bryson said. "The positive 
thing is, it's fairly quick."

Eight Mile runs through part of 
Northville and then along the border of 
Northville Township and Novi. Bryson 
said the road commission is still going 
through which contractor will do the re
surfacing projects across the county,

Eight Mile between Beck and Taft 
roads in Northville will be resurfaced 
by the Road Commission for Oakland 
County later this year.
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

which will determine when work be
gins.

Bryson said the work most likely 
would take place in the summer after 
school is out, given that schools such as 
Moraine Elementary, Amerman Ele
mentary and Hillside Middle School are 
along the road. Traffic should be main
tained in both directions, and Bryson 

said flag crews most likely will be util
ized to manage traffic during resurfac
ing.

Once a start date is determined, 
weather and other factors could affect 
the contractor's proposed schedule. 
Bryson mentioned what he considers a 
plus about the project.

"Because there's about 20 projects in 
this contract, we bid all the preservation 
overlay projects together," he added. 
"Typically, that schedule is pretty fluid. 
Once it gets going ... we're talking may
be a month or so worth of work on this 
road."

The estimated cost for the project is 
around $1 million, Bryson said, with 
costs being shared. The Northville City 
Council approved its portion of the cost 
for the work at its March 20 meeting. 
That funding will come from the city's 
Tri-Party funding, which is used for 
road commission projects.

"The portion between Beck Road and 
Taft is in the City of Northville, and they 
are requesting the city help with our tri
county funding to help pay a portion of 

that," said Mike Domine, the city's pub
lic works director. "This is money from 
the Tri-Party we've been saving and 
banking since actually 2013."

The city expects to allocate about 
$100,000 for work within its boundaries 
between Taft and Beck roads.

The work is just the latest to take 
place along Eight Mile. Other resurfac
ing work will take place between west of 
Orchard Hill Place and just east of Inter
state 275 by Wayne County, which con
trols that section of Eight Mile where 
Novi, Northville Township, Farmington 
Hills and Livonia meet. That work will 
take place later this year. A reconstruc
tion of Eight Mile between Haggerty and 
Meadowbrook roads is expected some
time also is expected.

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@david veselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

Canton Twp. road construction to begin in mid-April
Laura Colvin
Hometownlifa.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Canton Township is preparing to roll 
out the orange barrels in a busy season 
of road construction - while also pre
paring for projects in 2024 and beyond.

Construction for 2023 will begin on 
Lotz Road in mid-April, contingent on 
weather. Projects will follow in the order 
listed:

• Lotz Road, Michigan Avenue to 
Palmer Road, base repairs and resurfac
ing.

• Lilley Road between Michigan Ave
nue and Palmer Road, base repairs and 
resurfacing.

• Sheldon Road, Warren Road to 
Sheldon Center: asphalt mill, base re
pairs and overlay.

Each project will be completed before 
the next begins, township officials said, 
with the final project expected to wrap 
up in late September.

The three projects, estimated at a to
tal just over $3 million, are funded 
through the L45-mill Canton Road Im
provement Project approved by voters 
in 2018.

In addition to the three projects fa
cilitated through the road millage, 
Wayne County will manage reconstruc
tion of Hannan Road from Van Born 
Road to Michigan Avenue. The country 
will also send crews out for crack sealing 
at various locations throughout the 
township during the upcoming summer.

Orange barrels, like these from a previous year, will soon appear around Canton 
Township for the 2023 construction season. John heider/hometownlife.com

Looking down the road

Canton Township is also finalizing 
plans for millage-funded road improve
ment projects in 2024. Those will in
clude reconstruction of Beck Road, from 
Cherry Hill Road to Michigan Avenue, 
with the addition of right turn lanes a 
the Beck and Cherry Hill roads intersec
tion.

The 2024 projects will also include 
work on Geddes Road from Denton Road

to Canton Center Road.
In a separate project, Canton Town

ship is also planning intersection im
provements in the next few years.

“We’ve identified a intersections 
throughout the township that need en
gineering improvements,” said Jade 
Smith, Canton Township municipal ser
vices director. “We’re hoping to incorpo
rate one of those projects ... in 2024, but 
most likely in 2025.”

Intersections slated for improve
ments include:

• Beck and Ford roads: Preliminary

plans include widening the intersection 
to add a right turn lane going north and 
south, as well and a left turn signal ar
row.

• Sheldon and Palmer roads: Prelimi
nary plans include construction of a 
roundabout.

• Michigan Avenue/GeddesRoad/ 
Sheldon Road: Conceptual plans are 
pending.

While find engineering is not yet 
complete, township officials are hoping 
a roundabout at the Sheldon and Palmer 
roads intersection will be the first in

Wayne County.
“We’re in a roundabout competition 

with Northville," joked Canton Town
ship Supervisor Anne Marie Graham- 
Hudak. “They’re saying they’re going to 
be the first ones, but we’re going to be 
the first ones. It’s on.”

Northville is currently considering a 
roundabout at Seven Mile and Sheldon/ 
Center roads.

“Roundabouts are a safer way to pass 
traffic back and forth and avoid head-on 
collisions and T-bone collisions," Gra
ham-Hudak added, noting Canton 
Township hopes to secure a grant from 
SEMCOG for the project once it is final
ized and approved.

The Township Board of Trustees, 
along with staff and consultants, have 
been engaged in the study of intersec
tions over the past year, looking at alter
natives, cost estimates, and potential 
right-of-way needs.

“I’m excited we’re getting into inter
sections,” said Canton Township Clerk 
Michael Siegrist. “Traffic is a huge con
cern people have, and we have these old 
intersections that haven’t changed 
much in decades while our population 
has doubled or tripled.”

Trustee Steven Sneideman said he 
was glad to see the Beck and Ford roads 
intersection on the list of those slated 
for improvements.

“It’s been 10 years of begging and 
pleading...with the county and the state 
for that one,” he said, noting he was also 
glad to see that preliminary plans also 
include a left-turn signal. "I can’t imag
ine doing all that work and not ending 
up with a turn signal.”

The township is also still engaged 
with the Ford Road Boulevard project, 
which is now anticipated to begin in 
2025, depending on easement acquisi
tion and utility relocation. That project 
is run by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221
8143.
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Livonia plans 50 road projects for construction season
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA Drivers passing
through one of Michigan’s largest cit
ies this construction season will have 
an easier commute than they have in 
recent years.

Livonia is planning between 10 and 
12 miles of local road repairs, a larger- 
than-normal scope of projects.

“There’s a reason for the madness,” 
City Engineer Todd Zilincik said.

Wayne, Inkster roads 
to be repaired

Zilincik said Wayne County is plan
ning about $3.6 million in repairs for 
Livonia, including Wayne Road be
tween Plymouth and Joy Roads as well 
as Inkster Road between Five Mile 
Road and Interstate 96. Livonia will 
pick up a small percent of the bill for 
those projects.

Zilincik said having two major road 
repairs, instead of the five drivers saw 

last year, will lead to an easier summer 
for commuters. He thinks the only ma
jor delays will happen along the city’s 
border with Westland.

“If anything, it’ll be impacting people 
down in Westland from Joy Road,” he 
said. “That south end of town on the 
border with Westland will be hard to tra
verse. But it will be a lot easier to get 
around."

Drivers will, of course, continue to be 
impacted by the 1-275 reconstruction, 
which heads through Livonia.

Fifty local road segments 
to see repairs

On a local scale, Livonia officials said 
the city will spend about $9.8 million on 
road repairs this year. Livonia’s road 
program is funded through a millage 
voters renewed last year. City council is 
set to approve a final chunk of funding 
April 10, which would allow construc
tion to start that month.

Zilincik said he’s particularly excited 
to send crews to West Chicago Street 
between Hubbard Street and Farming

ton Road. Across the road, Hathaway 
between Farmington and Stark roads is 
also getting repaired.

“For me, West Chicago is a big one,” 
Zilincik said. “We wanted to get in there 
once the county wa§ done fixing Far
mington between Plymouth and Or
angelawn. So now, we can reconstruct 
that piece of West Chicago. I’ve been 
here for 14 years and we’ve been talking 
about doing it. This year, we’re finally 
going to do it.”

Bell Creek Lane and Bloomfield 
Street, which connect in an arc, are an
other major project for the city.

“We want to get the water main re
placed out there and do the asphalt,” Zi
lincik said. “That’s been delayed a cou
ple years, so we want to get in there and 
get that done.”

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby _tankk
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Bowling for big bucks
Locals among those in USBC Masters tournament

Noah Campbell of Livonia competed in the 2023 USBC Masters tournament.

A couple shots of Jack Daniel’s

Life in the fast lane
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Election is scheduled for Wednesday, April 12, 2023 at 10:30 a.m. in the lobby of Township 
Hall, located at 44405 Six Mile Road. Northville, Michigan
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Weed did not make the cut of the top 
64 to advance, nor the top 100 that were 
guaranteed lesser cash prizes.

“I am happy with how I did, consider
ing the pattern,” he said after the third 
round, referring to the oiling of the 
lanes. “It’s the hardest pattern I’ve ever 
bowled in my life and I did very well un
til today.”

In his five game set on March 29, 
Weed knocked down a total of 836 pins. 
He had a score of 1,010 in the first round 
and 1,066 in the second round. He fin
ished the tournament in 223rd place, 
with a 194.13 average.

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST 

MAY 2, 2023 SPECIAL ELECTION

Noah Campbell, 21, was one of the 
younger competitors in the tournament.

The 2019 Livonia Churchill graduate 
attends Madonna University on a par
tial bowling scholarship, studying 
sports science. During collegiate sea
son, he bowls throughout the week and 
in tournaments on the weekends. He 
was player of the year in the American 
Hartland Conference in his junior year.

"Most of my life is in the bowling al
ley,” Campbell said. “I love the compet
itiveness, but I am very much a talkative 
person. A lot of times, you build a lot of 
relationships from bowling. I’ve met 
people from all over the country.”

Campbell’s uncle “bet on him" and 
paid his $500 entry fee into the USBC 
Masters tournament. Unfortunately, 
Campbell’s run was also cut short.

“Monday, the first round, I was 
plus-72, the cash line for the field,” he 
said. "Day 2 was not so great. And do we 
really need to talk about day 3?”

Campbell finished in the 292nd spot 
after a three-round average of 187.60.

He also noted the "pattern" or length 
of oil on the lanes, was more than he is

This is the largest tournament Weed 
has ever participated in. He joined 
men’s leagues with his father when he 
was 17 and now bowls in league play five 
days a week. Over the years, he has 
bowled a perfect 300 game 15 times in 
sanctioned play. He doesn’t practice.

Instead, the window installer’s phi
losophy on being a good bowler involves 
taking a couple shots of Jack Daniel's 
whiskey.

“It takes the edge off,” he said. “It 
helps me relax and keep calm ”

He knows when he releases the ball 
whether it is a good roll or not and tries 
to keep that same feeling consistently.

Susan Bromley 
Homatownlifa com

accustomed to. He also acknowledged 
nerves, but said, “If you’re not nervous, 
you’re doing it wrong."

Both Weed and Campbell expressed 
their desire to perhaps participate in the 
USBC Masters again someday, aspiring 
to the lofty heights of the tournament's 
top seed, Jason Belmonte of Australia.

Belmonte has won the USBC Masters 
a record four times and his 15-game total 
over the three days was 3,552, for a tour
nament-best 236.8 average. This year, 
he finished 13th.

Winning the tournament and the 
$100,000 top prize for the second year in 
a row was Anthony Simonsen of Las Ve
gas, 243 (one game), followed by Mi
chael Martell of West Babylon, New 
York, who took home $50,000. Finish
ing third was Kyle Sherman of O'Fallon, 
Missouri, winning $25,000; and Sean 
Rash of Montgomery, Illinois with 
$15,000.

To learn more and see a complete list 
of results, visit bowl.com/masters.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan 
BromleylO.

Mike Weed of South Lyon competed in 
the 2023 USBC Masters tournament at 
Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen Park.

When Mike Weed is asked what he 
enjoys about bowling, his initial answer 
is blunt:

Winning money.
This week, the South Lyon resident 

was among 390 men competing in the 
qualifying rounds of one of the sport's 
biggest tournaments, the 2023 United 
States Bowling Congress Masters.

Open to amateurs and professionals 
and held for the first time at Thunder
bowl Lanes in Allen Park, the event that 
concluded April 2 with a $100,000 
grand prize drew top tier bowlers from 
across the world.

"I compete in at least a dozen tourna
ments per year for money, but nothing 
like this,” Weed, 42, laughed. "Usually, 
it’s more like $1,000, so take a few zeroes

12pm Wednesday 
(Week Prior)
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the tournament March 29. photos by
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the representative for Novi Energy, IXC is requesting 
a Temporary Special Land Use Permit in accordance with 7.6.2 of the Novi Zoning 
Ordinance for temporary ground mounted solar panels for parcel 6O-22-27-226-OO3 south 
of Ten Mile Road and west of Novi Road from April 26, 2023, through April 26, 2024. The 
property is zoned OS-1 (Office Service One) and the use is contrary to 3.17.2 of the Novi 
Zoning Ordinance.
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Ten Mile Road in the Mayor’s Conference Room All written comments should be directed 
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Livonia Chicken Guy! opens Saturday on Plymouth Road

LIVONIA — The first Chicken Guy! 
restaurant in Michigan opened April L

"The people of The Motor City have 
spoken. ... I’m bringin’ my real deal 
chicken tenders, sandwiches, and 
shakes to Livonia,” celebrity chef Guy 
Fieri said in a release. “From shooting 
DDD (“Diner, Drive-ins and Dives”) to 
taking part in the Woodward Dream 
Cruise, the Detroit area has always been 
a go-to for me, so I’m stoked for every- 

same this coming week, with custom- 
made shoes taking about two months to 
arrive.

In the meantime, Reebok sent five 
pairs of size 22 shoes they had originally 
created for Shaq, and while it is still be
lieved Eric needs a 23, these have more 
toe room than the Nikes the freshman 
had been wearing and are more com
fortable. ■

“I’ve never seen my son smile so big,” 
Rebecca Kilburn said. “It’s tough to get a 
smile from a teen, but he is over the 
moon thrilled and blown away with op
tions for shoes.”

Rebecca Kilburn said Shaq told Eric 
Jr. he would like to get him dress shoes 
from a man he knows that makes them 
up to size 26, and also said to call if he 
needs anything.

Eric Jr. has already been in contact 
with Shaq a second time, to express his 
gratitude when the Reeboks arrived the 
day after their call.

Shaq’s text message to him on Thurs
day is one that left an impression even 
bigger than their respective footprints.

"When him and 1 were texting about 
shoes, (Shaq) said, ‘There’s much more 
coming big man. Love you,’" Eric said. 
“This is the ultimate.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan- 
BromleylO.
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Dr. Daniel Croteau lines up a shot from the TennisTEC simulator in Novi. 
DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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Monday - Saturday 10 am - 6 pm

one to give us a try. See ya there!”
Chicken Guy! will be open 11 a.m. to 

9 p.m. seven days a week at 30130 Ply
mouth Road.

Fieri plans to open 20 Chicken Guy! 
restaurants in southeast Michigan in 
the near future, the first of which is in 
Livonia.

The restaurant serves up chicken 
strips and sandwiches along with over 
20 dipping sauces.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelbyjankk.

Eric Kilburn of Goodrich with a selection of Reebok size 22 shoes that were originally created for Shaquille O’Neal. The 
14-year-old will wear these while awaiting larger shoes that are being custom made for him. courtesy of Rebecca kilburn

Chef Guy Fieri 
was at Chicken 
Guyl at Disney 
Springs in 2018 
for its 
ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. 
PHELAN M.

EBENHACK

equipment, while the back contains a 
large screen and playing surface de
signed for hitting tennis balls with the 
simulator.

The simulation system is one Tran 
found being used in South Korea. He 
contacted the company there and 
bought the rights to use it in the United 
States, making some modifications to 
the equipment that offers several types 
of play styles.

Dr. Daniel Croteau is a founding 
member of the business. Having recent
ly retired from Henry Ford Health, he 
has more time to stop by the simulator 
and practice his game. An avid player 
who plays tennis, racquetball and pick
leball, he stops by TennisTEC about 
once a week to work on his shots. He’s 
played tennis with Tran elsewhere, no
tably the Novi Athletic Club.

To judge how active he stays, he’ll 
track his calorie burning through his Fit
bit device on his wrist, looking to see if 
the amount of energy used while hitting 
balls in the simulator is similar to a 
game of tennis.

In some of the initial tests, it’s come 
pretty close.

"I think it’s definitely possible,” he 
said.

The space can be used for tennis 
players of all ages and skills. It can be 
used by hardcore players, such as local 
high school or college teams, all the way 
to a small group looking to host an event 
that has rookie tennis players. The 
space is rented out for a certain amount 
of time per group.

The space has attracted high school 
tennis players from across the region, 
looking to utilize the space and gather 
the analytics of their game. Players also 
can be recorded during their sessions 
and their movements analyzed as well.

"Once they hear about what we can 
do, it’s one of the things we want to pro
vide,” Tran said.

Those looking to use TennisTEC can 
sign up for sessions and view full pric
ing information at thetennistec.com.

Tran said he hopes to take his con
cept and grow it. He has big goals for 
how he'd like to franchise TennisTEC 
and hopes to see more of the simulators 
pop up.

"Everything that’s set up — the sys
tem, the infrastructure of the facility — 
is set up for franchise,” he said. "So we'd 
like to be the next X-Golf or Top Golf.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our newsletter.

mailto:stankersle@hometownlife.com
mailto:sbromley@hometownlife.com
mailto:dveselenak@hometownlife.com
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What could happen 
if the roads reopen?

April 3, after Hometown Life’s press 
time. For updated details, go to home- 
townlife.com.)

Could the roads reopen 
to motor vehicles downtown?

How did the streets end up 
closing down permanently?

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.

The Northville Downtown Development Authority discusses the downtown 
street closures at its meeting March 28. david veselenak/hometownlife.com

What’s the deal with the 
pink signs all over town?

What do businesses think 
about the street closures?

"We have that piece of information 
that now they want us to look at it, to 
talk about it,” he said. "They did that of
ficially (Tuesday).”

The city’s mobility taskforce, which 
recently presented its findings to the 
city council, recommended reopening 
of Center Street and allowing for a sea
sonal closure of Main Street. This would 
help alleviate traffic issues, one of the 
main concerns opponents have ex
pressed.

The first seeds were planted in 2020. 
During the C0V1D-19 pandemic, many 
cities began exploring how to allow res
taurants to use outdoor seating to pro
vide a more safe environment for those 
looking to dine out. Northville’s city 
council voted in June 2020 to close 
Main Street between Center and Hutton 
streets, as well as Center Street between 
Main and Dunlap streets for several 
months, a move done to help attract 
customers downtown.

What was originally a temporary de
cision was extended each year until the 
council decided to keep the roads closed 
to cars until Nov. 2022. Before that expi
ration date hit, the city took up the idea 
making that decision permanent.

An online survey garnered thou
sands of responses on what should be 
done. After an analysis, public com
ment and feedback, the council voted 
last August to keep the downtown roads 
closed permanently.

“Regardless of where my business ex
ists, I’m very careful about my ability to 
thrive as a business owner at the ex
pense of another business."

It’s a mixed bag. Some businesses 
downtown display pink signs, while 
others have spoken out in favor of the 
current conditions.

A March 28 Downtown Development 
Authority meeting drew plenty of local 
business owners and residents who 
wanted to share their opinions as the 
DDA considered a resolution asking the 
city council to reevaluate its August de
cision.

"We’re still in favor of the permanent 
street closures for a lot of reasons,” said 
Bobby Johnson, one of the owners of 
Colors of the Wood at 140 N. Center. “It 
can turn the city into something that is 
really thriving long term.”

Angela Jaafar, a real estate agent 
based in Northville, said she has talked 
to several business owners downtown 
who favor reopening the roads to cars. 
She said the closure impacts some busi
nesses and not others.

“They would like to access to busi
nesses through Main Street. They want 
to visibly see what’s there,” she said.

PRESENTED BY $4 ADMISSION

a specific answer on what should hap
pen with the downtown roads, he and 
many others don’t want the roads per
manently closed to cars.

“We just say, ‘Take away permanent, 
come back to the table and let’s discuss 
all these issues,’” he said. “We need to 
reopen this and do so sooner rather than 
later and we can work on a solution.”

EMBASSY SUITES
19525 VICTOR PKWY. LIVONIA MI. 48152

If the roads are reopened to regular 
vehicle traffic, it’s likely there will still be 
special events that prompt closures.

The city is investigating the feasibil
ity of installing bollards to the entrances 
of downtown to use when streets are 
closed.

The bollards, or short posts, would 
recess into the roads when not in use 
and be lifted up as needed. First re
sponders would have access to activat
ing them, allowing the barriers to be re
moved if emergency vehicles need ac
cess.

The bollards would eliminate the cur
rent temporary barriers, which include 
a "road closed” construction sign and a 
parked city vehicle. Some have com
plained the construction sign is unap
pealing for the historic downtown.

“We have needed bollards. We’ve 
talked about them before,” Turnbull 
said. “That absolutely has to be done.”

The city also has hired a firm to craft a 
pedestrian plan. That information was 
presented to the city council earlier this 
year, giving suggestions of elements the 
city could incorporate to make down
town more appealing.

Having streets close for special 
events is something most in town can 
support, including some of the resi
dents behind the pink sign campaign.

With the pandemic squarely in most 
people’s rearview mirror, Corriveau said 
measures put in place several years ago 
are no longer needed.

"We’re not trying to eliminate all the 
benefits that the residents had prior to 
COVID,” Corriveau said. "The wolf that 
was at the door is no longer here. Now, 
we shouldn’t have to suffer as a result of

A reversal could happen, but it would 
take a vote of the city council.

There is an item on the April 3 city 
council agenda that could prompt a 
change to the closed streets plan.

Mayor Brian Turnbull — who voted 
against the permanent street closures 
— said the discussion item relates to 
road funding from the Michigan Depart
ment of Transportation. The closures 
could prompt other sections of those 
roads, such as Center Street from Seven 
Mile to Eight Mile roads, to be reclassi
fied, which would result in a loss of tens 
of thousands of dollars in road funding.

"We have the chance of losing monies 
for those roads on a yearly basis, the 
whole road that is in the city from Seven 
Mile to Eight Mile because it is not a 
throughway anymore," Turnbull said. 
“There’s more proof points, there’s more 
data, there’s more information for us to 
consider that we didn’t have a month or 
two ago."

The DDA on March 28 approved a 
resolution, 6-2, that asks the city coun
cil to work with the DDA to craft a policy 
that would allow exploration of reopen
ing streets. If the city council agrees to 
the resolution, there is hope the policy 
could take effect later this fall.

The Best in Handmade * Sip & Shop Friday, 4-6p 
Hourly Raffles • 75* Artists • Mimosas & Bloody Marys 

On-site Cafe • Unique Gifts * Ample Parking

People in Northville have continually 
raised concerns over the closures, 
something punctuated by the winter, 
when activity in the streets is slower.

Issues surrounding additional traffic, 
especially on roads such as Wing Street, 
have also irked some residents.

Residents have flocked to city council 
meetings the last few months, bringing 
up the street closure issue during public 
comment. The pink sign campaign 
launched after some felt they weren’t 
being heard.

That campaign, which has can
vassed hundreds of signs across North
ville and Northville Township, wants 
the city council to revisit its decision. 
The signs — which say “It’s time. Let’s 
open Northville” — can be found in front 
of houses and businesses all around 
town.

Corriveau said while they don’t have

FRIDAY 
9AM-6PM

(GOOD ALL THREE DAYS) 

12 & UNDER FREE

Find your next adventure
venturesendurance.com

SATURDAY 
9AM-4PM

44th Annual 
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What to know about new pedestrian traffic sign

Rats, for 
instance

56 Winner of two 
Pulitzers for 
profiling powerful

8 Metaphor for 
much money

9 Not big and 
troublemaking

10 Pipe_
11 Precision Batter 

Dispenser maker
12 Achievement in 

Chuck Yeager's

Captain 
Card*
CIOM 
Chita
Craw 
Cups

Acta 
Anchor 
Arms 
A«M 
Bowl

Solo 

Sport

Foul 
GaU 
Gild*

Puck 
Push 
Regular 
Rink 
Road 
Rowing 
Shoos

57 "Be seated,’ 
frequently

58 Without an 
appointment

59 Present
60 Monster's murky 

milieuHand 
Heats 
Hike 
Ice skate 
Indoors 
Join 
League 
Legs 
Ludo 
Oval

Cycle 
Dally 
Darts 
Dibs 
Dive 
Expert 
Fast 
Fish

Tired 
Title 
This
Touch
Walk 
Weary 
Workout
Vacht

40 Say again
41 Blast
44 Reader using 

batteries
45 Betting setting
46 Alphabetically 

last of a small 
septet

48 Almond, e.g.
49 Two-digit signal
50 Antonym of 

"censure"
51 Big Sky 

Conference 
member

DOWN
1 Press too much
2 Arizona county 

bordering Navajo
3 Paris premiere of 

1980
4 Disgorge
5 Device that 

“can practically 
shake hands," 
per its earliest 
ads (1984)

6 Heady Topper or 
Sip of Sunshine

7 Start to stick
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13 One of a
Canadian sextet 

14 Blasts 
20 Commiseration

for a miss
24 Mettle
25 Get on with it
26 Drudges
29 Postwar 

establishment
30 F to B, in music 
31 Round for a

course 
32 Some kin 
33 Small town

surrounded by 
soldiers
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1 Better than just

34 Blast
35 Castor or 
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36 Become 

prominent
40 Soda with 

Splenda
41 Adjust, as hair 

extensions
42 Group benefitting 

from the Gulf 
Stream

43 Towers of power
45 South American 

capital
47 Freeman, at 

Shawshanks 
end

49 One may be 
popular

52_ The Princess 
Royal

53 Block extension
54 Partial score
55 “Into the brain

__one can 
think": Keats
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16 Its emblem 
reads, 
"EX LUNA, 
SCIENTIA"

17 Word from 
Middle English 
for “scrape"

18 It's best left 
sealed

19 Tips
21 Outback 

etching
22 Parte del 

calendario
23 Grant went there 

in 1862
25 Name on pints of 

Milk & Cookies
26 Turkish tapas
27 Declares, so to 

speak
28 Many a sauna, 

essentially
30 Stirs
31 Blasts
32 Big name in pop 

since 2013
33 F6te nationale
37 Ferment
38 Downton Abbey 

recreation
39 What vegan 

eggs are made

□□□□ □□oejdi

□□QDDI□□□□□I
i

IQ □□□ □□□□ 
OODE QQ0HQ 
!□□□ □□□□□□

IQ □□□□□ 
I □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□ □□HDQQ□□□ □□□ □□□□□□□□□

David Vaaalanak
Homatownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

i 2 3 □is J
17 □
19

23

27

TODAY’S ANSWER

1 L £ 9 z 6 S 8
6 Z $ 8 L V I 9 f
T 8 9 S 1 £ L 6 Z
L $ V I X 9 Z £ 6
£ 6 Z V s L 9 X 1
9 I 8 £ 6 Z V S L
S £ 6 4 9 I 8 Z
z 9 I 6 V s £ L $
8 V L z £ $ 6 1 9

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
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BEVERLY HILLS - Crossing the 
street for pedestrians has always had a 
certain err of caution, but a relatively
new concept introduced the 
years may help.

Called Rectangular Rapid 
Beacons, or RRFBs, they're

last few

Flashing 
a newer

safety measure to alert motorists to pe
destrians looking to cross the road.

“They’ve been popping up, probably 
over the last seven years, we’ve started 
to see them,” said Danielle Deneau, di
rector of traffic safety for the Road Com
mission for Oakland County.

Here’s what they are, what they do 
and why they can assist those crossing 
the road.

What is an RRFB?

It’s a traffic signaling device that 
alerts drivers that a pedestrian seeks to 
cross the road. It’s made up of several 
rectangular lights that light up once ac
tivated by a street crosser when they 
press a button. Once a pedestrian hits 
the button at the crosswalk, the lights 
light up, flashing in a row underneath a 
pedestrian crossing sign.

Think of it as in-between an un
marked crosswalk with no indicators 
and a controlled intersection that stops 
traffic completely. They can be placed at 
crossings that may need some addition
al notification to drivers, but aren’t high- 
volume enough to call for more intense 
signals that would stop traffic altogeth
er.

How do I know if an 
intersection has an RRFB?

N n

A Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon at Ann Arbor Trail and Forest in downtown 
Plymouth. The city installed several of the beacons around town in recent years, 
hoping to assist in pedestrian safety by alerting cars to someone looking to 
cross the road, david veselenak/hometownlife.comIntersections will have a sign indicat- < 

ing a pedestrian crossing on the side of 
the road, the typical “stick figure walk- .
ing” image everyone knows. In addition, Where are they typically found? 
they’ll have a series of LED lights under- J
neath that sign that will flash once the 
actuator is pressed.

Once it’s turned on, those lights will 
flash for a period of time, enough for 
someone to cross the road. Then, they’ll 
turn off on their own, awaiting activa
tion by another pedestrian.

They aren’t super common, but can 
be found across the region, especially at 
less busy roadways: don’t expect to see 
one along Woodward or Grand River 
closer to Detroit, for example. Deneau 
said Oakland County has about 30 of 
them.

They’ve become a popular option for 
trail crossings, including along 11 Mile 
west of Beck in Novi, which connects 
the ITC Corridor Trail. Others can be 
found in Milford Township at General 
Motors at Martindale Road for the trail 
that connects the YMCA to the Kensing
ton Metropark. Another can also be 
found along Victor Parkway near the

Trinity Health headquarters between 
Seven Mile and Eight Mile.

Some of the most visible RRFBs can 
be found in Plymouth: the city installed 
several of the solar-powered lights sev
eral years ago throughout the communi
ty, including in Old Village and down
town.

Do drivers have to stop If 
they see the beacons flashing?

In a word: no. The flashing beacons 
are simply an indicator to vehicles that 
someone is trying to cross and gives 
them the heads-up, but if there’s no one 
in the crosswalk, vehicles can continue 
through the intersection. The lights 
flashing do not require a stop on their 
own. The RRFBs in Plymouth do warn 
pedestrians of that fact with a sign on 
the pole.

That being said: drivers must stop if a 
pedestrian is in the crosswalk, regard
less if the beacon is activated or not, per 
state law. Drivers that violate that law 
can be cited.

“They’re a warning device. Drivers 
are not required to stop when they see 
the flashing light,” Deneau said. “You’re 
supposed to yield to pedestrians in a 
crosswalk.”

What’s the goal behind 
installing them?

The U.S. Department of Transporta
tion’s Federal Highway Administration 
states having RRFBs can reduce crashes 
by up to 47%. The agency also says the 
devices can increase yielding rates by 
vehicles 98%.

Paul Sincock, Plymouth's city man
ager, said while he doesn’t have specific 
safety numbers since the beacons were 
installed, the city has seen the beacons 
make an impact.

“We certainly see people slowing 
down," he said. “In today’s day and age, 
there are distracted drivers.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@da vid veselenak.

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

mailto:dveselenak@hometotvnlife.com


Plymouth church converts rec center into refugee home
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around the community, as well.
“People hear about this, and they 

want to help,” Sole said. “I just feel that 
we're supposed to do this. I never had a 
negative response from anyone.”

The hope, she said, is to complete 
renovations late in 2023 and welcome 
the first family before the end of the 
year. The program will serve one family 
at a time.

Michigan over the past several years has 
doubled or tripled the agency’s work, 
she noted.

According to a report from the U.S. 
Department of State, 534 refugees re
settled in Michigan during 2021, putting 
the state fifth in the nation behind Cali
fornia, Texas, New York and Kentucky. 
That number represents 4.68 percent, 
the total 11,411 refugees who were reset
tled in the U.S. in 2021

Samaritas, Mitrofan said, helps with 
every aspect of the resettlement proc
ess, from greeting families at the airport 
to securing temporary housing, provid
ing social integration services, educa
tion support, workforce development, 
economic empowerment, medical sup
port services and more.

Mitrofan added that, unlike immi
grants, refugees are people driven from 
their homes by life-threatening dangers 
such as ethnic cleansing, war, or perse
cution because of political opinion or 
gender orientation.

“They are facing urgency, despair 
and lack of options,” she said. "They 
come here with a lot of trauma. Once 
they arrive here...Samaritas offers a 
warm welcome. It takes a village to offer

PLYMOUTH — Parishioners at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church will lay out the 
welcome mat later this year at a newly- 
renovated home for refugee families ar
riving in Michigan.

The project, called St. John’s House 
for New Americans, got started after 
longtime church member Betsy Sole 
watched the flood of refugees arriving in 
the U.S. over the past few years from 
places like Afghanistan and Ukraine 
and realized the congregation could of
fer a valuable resource.

Behind the church at 574 S. Sheldon 
Road stands a four-bedroom home - 
built as a rectory and later converted to a 
youth center - that has been unused for 
several years.

“Some refugees have big families and 
it’s really hard to find a place when 
they’re just starting out, because they 
come literally with nothing," Sole said. “I 
thought, ‘We have this empty house and 
we could fix it for a family.’”

Sole pitched the idea and the congre
gation loved it. Estimates came in at 
about $120,000 to renovate the home 
back to its original four-bedroom, two
bath layout and add some necessities. 
The community came out strong and 
the church is only about $10,000 short 
of its goal.

In addition to providing the home, 
Sole said it was important to put other 
supports in place, so the committee be
gan assembling a group of volunteers to 
assist a family once they arrive.

"We didn’t want this to be just a St. 
John’s thing,” she said. "We wanted it to 
be a community thing, so we said any
body who would like to help is welcome. 
Volunteers will be doing a lot of the 
transportation needs to start - going to 
the doctor, filling out paperwork, learn
ing how to use the grocery store. The 
goal is for the family to become self-suf
ficient.”

Sole said the response from the com
munity and beyond has been over
whelming. First came a sizeable dona
tion from the Episcopal Diocese, fol
lowed by another from the Livonia - 
based Masco Corporation and lots of 
support from the Plymouth Rotary Club. 
Many donations came from individuals

Betsy Sole said she’s never underta
ken a project like the one she’s heading 
now, but in some ways it brings her back 
to her 1950s childhood in Minneapolis, 
when her church sponsored a Hungar
ian refugee. The man was single when 
he arrived in the U.S., but he married a 
German refugee after the war. Sole’s fa
ther served as the best man in the wed
ding and the families remained close 
throughout their lives. Sole still keeps in 
touch with their son.

“It was a good example to me and in a 
way I feel like I’m honoring my parents 
by doing this,” she said.

And, while many have stepped up to 
help, St. John’s Episcopal Church In
terim Pastor John Conners points to 
Sole as the driving force behind the mis
sion.

“It’s an absolutely wonderful and vi
sionary project,” Conners said. “The 
most amazing thing about it is the part
nerships that are forming and the sup
port the community is showing. It really 
is the work of Christ.”

Donations to the project can be made 
at www.stjohnsplymouth.org/events

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221
8143.

To welcome refugee families, the 
church is working with Samaritas, a 
government-appointed social services 
agency that settles refugees in Michi
gan.

"Temporary housing is a critical need 
and Samaritas is very excited about this 
partnership with St. John’s,” said Mi- 
haela Mitrofan, director of the New 
Americans program for Samaritas in 
East Michigan. “The need is very high. 
Very rarely do congregations or individ
ual homeowners approach us with such 
a generous and wonderful offer to open 
up a home to host refugees.”

A significant number of Afghan and 
Ukrainian refugees being resettled in

that welcome and support with the 
transition toward integration and self
sufficiency.”

By the time they arrive in the U.S., 
many have spent two years or more - 
sometimes up to 20 years - in an over
seas refugee camp.

All Individuals who arrive with refu
gee status go through a tedious and de
tailed process that includes Interviews, 
background checks, cross referencing 
checks, fingerprinting, eye scans, med
ical evaluations, immunizations and 
more, Mitrofan said.

“Some of our families are large,” she 
added. “We serve families with eight 
children or ten children so it is quite dif
ficult to be able to secure a large enough 
or suitable home in a short amount of 
time.

No other homes like the one St. 
John’s is offering exist nearby. Mitrofan 
said Samaritas would love to hear from 
people interested in volunteering for the 
organization.Betsy Sole, a member of St. John's Episcopal Church in Plymouth, shows off the 

living room space in the home the church will use to welcome refugees.
LAURA COLVIN/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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ANY NEW 
GARAGE DOOR

FREE AIR CLEANER
FREE HUMIDIFIER
FREE WIFI THERMOSTAT
PLUS UP TO $1000 IN REBATES

’Offer end* April 30. 2023 Participating dealers only Not available in AK; HI. Nassau Cty. Suffolk Cty. Westchester Cty. or 
City of Buffalo. NY 50% off installation labor applies to the installation of the KOHLER walk-in bath and may exclude 
costs associated with plumbing and electrical Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer 
for financing details.
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5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save y«u$$$

2. Tighter door security keeps you sate

3. Weather & critter protection

4 Upgraded curb appeal

5 Increase home value
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SAVE $700
on every entry and patio door1
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"I love our new garage door that Al Garage 

installed. It looks beautiful - gives our house 

nice curb appeal The door opens so quietly and 

is insulated so the garage stays warmer I highly 

recommend them"

- Donna N - Detroit, Ml

Our entry and patio doors are gorgeous and built to function easily for years

Our composite Fibrex* window material is twice as strong as vinyl so our 
weather-tight seals stay weather-tight

Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

'DETAILS Of OFFER Offer expires 4/29/2023 Not valid with other offers or prior purchases Get $300 off each window and $700 
off each entry/petio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows 
or entry/patn doors between 4/1/2023 and 4/29/2023 Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military 
personnel Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase 
required Subject to credit approval Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount 
is paid before the expiration of the promotional period Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally 
insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial 
status Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price Available at participating locations and offer applies 
throughout the service area See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details License number available upon request Some

With puchtse and install of naw pityedour Cali

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
® (313) 241-9116

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends No Extra Charge • f metgency Services Available 
• Military. AAA Senior AARP Discounts • Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 

• Family Owned & Operated • Utetime Warranty - Call for Details
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UP SPECIAL 

$5999*
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SAVE $300
on every window1

FINANCING AVAILABLE
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$0 0 0%
Down Monthly Interest 

Payments

$200 OFF
ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

GARAGE

Al FROM DAY 1

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

Special ends on April 29

Senior Citizen Discounts Available

Plumbing 
Repair

renewal 
byANDERSEN

Home 
Electrical 

Diagnostic

FREE 
Estimates

New Water 
Heater 

Installation

SCAN TO 
SCHEDULE SERVICE

Professional Installation
No Interest for 12 Months

SMi C O' METRO DETROIT

248-864-5559

248-372-9791
Based on approved credit, restrictions apply Call Hoover for details

DOOR SERVICE
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North Farmington’s Ryan Hurst is Hometown Life’s Player of the Year, photos by brandon folsom/hometownlifecom

Hometown Life’s All-Area team
FIRST TEAM

Ryan Hurst, North Farmington
John Blackwell, Brother Rice

Noah Adamczyk, Bloomfield Hills

Warren Marshall, Brother Rice

Noah Adamczyk, Bloomfield HillsWarren Marshall, Brother Rice. John Blackwell, Brother Rice.
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No player was as fun to watch as 
Adamczyk during the past two sea
sons. When he takes fastbreaks for 
layups, he never looks at the hoop. He 
just stares down defenders, dead in 
their eyes, en route to two points. I 
can’t wait to see which college he lands 
with because they’re getting an abso
lute gamer.

whenever the Warriors needed him to 
be. No stage was too big for him when 
Brother Rice needed a bucket.

Blackwell has been the Warriors’ 
most important player. The Wisconsin 
signee is one of the best point guards 
in Michigan, plus he can defend at an 
elite level. 247Sports has him ranked 
as the state’s third-best player, but you 
could argue he should be No. 1 because 
of how important he is to his team.

Player of the Year
Hurst has been the most consistent 

player I’ve ever covered, which makes 
him my Player of the Year for the sec
ond-straight season. The Detroit Mercy 
commit just doesn’t have an off night. 
You can pencil him in for 20 or so points 
and five assists before the game even 
starts. Everything else, such as wins 
and losses, hinged on how well his 
teammates performed around him. And 
they rarely had off nights either.

And that’s a wrap for the high school 
boys basketball season in Michigan.

With Brother Rice bowing out of the 
postseason early and North Farmington 
losing a close one to Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s in the regional final, Hometown 
Life was out of the basketbail business 
earlier than it wanted to be this winter.

But there was still plenty to celebrate.
We had conference champions such 

as Brother Rice, Canton, North Farming
ton, Birmingham Groves, Birmingham 
Seaholm, Redford Union and Plymouth 
Christian Academy, plenty of teams that 
secured district titles as well as a hand
ful of teams that toughed out division ti
tles.

To put a bow on another great year, 
sports reporter Brandon Folsom has re
turned with his annual Hometown Life 
All-Area boys basketball team.

Here’s where each player landed on 
the team (with commentary from Fol
som about why they made the cut):

Pietila, a rare four-year varsity play
er at Hartland, made an impact on 
both ends of the rink.

In addition to being a dominant 
force in his own end, Pietila contribut
ed 14 goals and 15 assists in 29 games. 
That included four goals and eight

High school football players 
throughout Michigan will now have 
another way to catch the eyes of col
lege coaches.

In a partnership with the Michigan 
High School Football Coaches Associ
ation, the Michigan High School Ath
letic Association will host spring eval
uation camps at five sites across the 
state to provide opportunities for play
ers to show their skills.

With the MHSAA’s involvement, 
Division I coaches will be allowed to 
attend in addition to representatives 
from college football programs at all 
level.

Brighton High School is among the 
five sites that will host the one-day 
camps slated to take place between 
May 16-19. The other high schools host
ing events include DeWitt, Detroit 
Country Day, Jackson and Jenison.

Athletes permitted to attend must 
be juniors or seniors in the fall of 2023

I don’t think any player made as big of 
an impact on their team as Marshall. I 
expected him to have a huge year (I even 
went out of my way to proclaim that in 
December), but I don’t think many oth
ers did. He was a solid role player a year 
ago, but he took his game to the next lev
el this past winter. He was Mr. Big Shot

Hartland regularly churns out all
state hockey players, but senior de
fenseman Braden Pietila is in a class of 
his own.

Pietila is the only Eagle to be named 
to the exclusive all-state Dream Team 
twice by the Michigan High School 
Hockey Coaches Association.

He is also only the second Living
ston County player to make two Dream 
Teams, joining Brighton defenseman 
Tim Erkkila (2018 and 2019).

The Dream Team is comprised of 
the top three forwards, two defense
men and one goaltender, regardless of 
division.

“The first time I saw Braden skate, I 
knew there was something special in 
him,’’ Hartland coach Rick Gadwa said. 
“Witnessing Braden grow as a player 
and, more importantly, as a person, 
has been an absolute pleasure.

"He’s developed so much, and as a 
coach, that’s all you hope for, that your 
players get better, become great peo
ple; and that’s exactly what Braden

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Eight from 
Livingston 
County make 
first-team 
all-state

Brandon Folsom 
Homatownlife.com

Brian Calloway
Lansing State Journal 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Prep football 
players to get 
more college 
exposure
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Football
Continued from Page 1B

Hockey
Continued from Page 1B
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Everett’s Eugene Allen Jr., right, breaks up a pass but commits interference against Waverly’s Evan Walker in September at 
Waverly High School, al goldis/for the lansing state journal

Howell nearly ends
OLSM’s win streak

four assists in 28 games as a junior.
Duffany scored one of the biggest 

goals of the season, completing a hat 
trick in double overtime to beat Livonia 
Stevenson in the state quarterfinals. He 
had 29 goals and 29 assists in 30 games,

Hartland defenseman Braden Pietila, right, made the all-state Dream Team for 
the second time, timothy arrick/for the Livingston daily

College coaches will receive registra
tion information for each athlete in at
tendance. Each registrant will wear a 
shirt based on graduation year and reg
istration number so their camp perfor
mance can be monitored by colleges. 
Athletes attending must have a 
MHSFCA member coach from their 
school’s staff present at the camp.

“We sue very excited with the part
nership with the MHSAA that allows 
our kids the opportunity to wear a hel
met and do drills in front of college 
coaches in the spring at a minimal cost,” 
MHSFCA executive director Andrew 
Pratley said in a released statement.

“College coaches are thrilled, and it’s 
a unique opportunity to have the rules 
waived by the MHSAA at these events 
only in order to showcase the tremen
dous talent all over the great state of 
Michigan"

giving him 48 goals and 57 assists in 58 
games during his career.

Petit, a second-team selection last 
season, had 30 goals and 17 assists in 29 
games. He has 53 goals and 39 assists in 
58 career games.

McMullen made all-state in each of 
his two seasons at Brighton. He scored 
three goals and 26 assists in 30 games 
this season, making the all-tournament 
team at the Division 1 finals for the sec
ond time.

Pennala has backstopped Brighton to 
two state championship games. He 
joins Brighton’s Logan Neaton (2016, 
2017) and Hartland’s Brett Tome (2018, 
2019) as the county’s only two-time 
first-team all-state godies. Pennala was 
14-5 with a 2.29 goals against average 
and .914 save percentage this season.

Earning second-team all-state were 
forwards Hayden Sturos of Howell, Lu
cas Henry of Hartland and Dominic Vin
cent of Brighton.

Howell defenseman Chad Pietila re
ceived honorable mention and is also on 
the inaugural all-freshman first team. 
Forward Jake Pietila and defenseman 
Eli Sturos of Hartland also made the all
freshman first team, which is comprised 
of six players.

Nine county players made Team 
Michigan for the CCM NIT Showcase 
April 20-23 in Plymouth, Minn.

Making the senior team were Pouliot, 
L’Esperance, McMullen, Frantti and Pie
tila. Brighton had four players make the 
junior team in Duffany, Petit, Pennala 
and forward Charlie Burchfield.

and need to register via a link on the 
football page of the MHSAA website. 
The cost is $20 per player.

“This is an attempt by the MHSAA to 
help our athletes get exposure during 
the spring evaluation period in a way 
that does not intrude on spring sports,” 
said MHSAA assistant director and for
mer Chelsea football coach Brad Bush in 
a released statement.

“We are working with the MHSFCA to 
help put together a first-class experi
ence for the athletes and college coach

ing with 15 goals and 20 assists in 29 
games.

Frantti more than tripled his scoring 
output from the back end this season, 
scoring three goals and 22 assists in 28 
games after collecting four goals and

Howell's Owen Elsey is 7-for-9 with three RBI in the first three games of the 
season, dan zeppa/for the daily

Pietila, L’Esperance, Pouliot, Duffany, 
McMullen and Pennala are repeat first- 
team selections.

L’Esperance is the first player in Liv
ingston County history to make first- 
team all-state as a defenseman and a 
forward. He played defense last season 
before moving to forward early this sea
son.

He became more comfortable up 
front as the season went on, scoring 15 
gods in his last nine games to finish as 
Hartland’s top scorer with 29 goals and 
26 assists in 55 games.

Pouliot had a seven-game multi
point streak early in the season, finish

assists in four state tournament games. 
Over the past two seasons, Pietila had 
28 goals and 36 assists in 59 games after 
having limited production his first two 
seasons.

Pietila is one of four players from 
Hartland and eight from Livingston 
County who made first-team all-state in 
Division L

Hartland’s other first-team selec
tions are senior forwards Jack L’Espe
rance and Ben Pouliot and senior de
fenseman Isaac Frantti.

Brighton’s first-team picks-are junior 
forwards Cameron Duffany and Lane 
Petit, senior defenseman Mattix 
McMullen and junior goalie Levi Penna-

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

but there’s a reason why they’ve got a 
60-some-game win streak. They’re 
well-coached; Matt Petry does a great 
job with them. Their first five guys in 
their lineup are all Division I Power 5 
guys. That’s a powerful lineup. To keep 
them to five runs is pretty dam good."

Owen Elsey continued his hot start at 
the plate for Howell, going 2-for-3 and 
driving in a run. Elsey is 7-for-9 with 
three RBI in the first three games.

JT Thomas was 2-for-2 for the High
landers, who used three pitchers. David 
Zilch pitched the final three innings for 
Howell, allowing one run and fanning 
six.

St. Mary’s used four pitchers.
“We feel the best way to learn is by 

learning on the job,” Ladd said. "Practice 
is good, but games are just a different 
atmosphere. We feel like that’s impor
tant for our kids to get games in early, 
try to jump-start the season, get it going 
and try to build from your early mis
takes and early successes, as well."

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan(a> 
gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter 
(a>BillKhan.

Howell nearly ended one of the long
est winning streaks in Michigan high 
school baseball history on March 26, but 
fell short by a 5-4 score to Orchard Lake 
St. Mary’s.

The win gave the Eagles their 67th 
consecutive win, second in state history 
only to Homer’s 75-game streak in 2004 
and 2005. They won the state Division 2 
championship two years ago and went 
44-0 to win the Division 1 crown last 
season.

St. Mary’s scored single runs in each 
of the first five innings, leading 3-0 after 
the top of the third. Howell got within 
3-2 on a two-run double by Nick Hoorn 
in the bottom of the third.

The final two innings were scoreless, 
with Howell getting base runners with 
two outs in the sixth and seventh.

“Our kids brought their energy,” How
ell coach Jason Ladd said. “They 
brought a high level to the game. We 
made a good run at trying to beat them,
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NEVER IMAGINED

Darkangelo

ESTIMATES

20% OFF
Coupon code: OP

■■■

Competitive Pricing A Ditcounti 
20% off all jobs.

Darkangelo scored 12 goals and 
13 assists in 24 regular-season games 
for the Toronto Six.

Brighton’s Darkangelo living dream 
that wasn’t possible in her youth

Let the April showers in, 
but keep the May flowers out

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you're completely satisfied

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.

We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

Shiann Darkangelo of Brighton, right, receives the Isobel Cup from Premier 
Hockey Federation commissioner Reagan Carey as captain of the Toronto Six, 
which beat the Minnesota Whitecaps in overtime on March 26 in Tempe, Arizona 
PHOTOS BY ANTRANIK TAVITIAN/THE REPUBLIC

When Shiann Darkangelo began 
playing hockey in Brighton around age 
5, she never dreamed she would be play
ing as a professional at age 29.

No little girl playing hockey around 
the turn of the millennium could imag
ine being paid to play the sport they 
love, because a pro league for women 
didn’t exist.

Not that Darkangelo and others 
didn’t have lofty aspirations. Women's 
hockey had just been added to the Win
ter Olympics in 1998, enabling players to 
represent their countries on the largest 
international stage.

“1 definitely had dreams of playing in 
the Olympics," Darkangelo said. “I had a 
book by (four-time Olympic hockey 
medalist) Angela Ruggiero; she signed 
it. It’s something that’s always been in 
my mind. I always knew the step to go 
there was to play Division I; that was my 
goal. Obviously, 1 did it because I love 
the game. There was no women’s pro
fessional league, so the Olympics was 
the overfill goal."

Darkangelo still has a love for the 
game, which is why she doesn’t see her
self moving on from her hockey career 
any time soon.

The opportunity to play profession
ally has extended her career, even if her 
Olympic dream has thus far been unful
filled. She was one of the final cuts for 
the 2018 team.

By remaining active as a player, Dar
kangelo can continue to improve and 
hopefully earn another shot at making 
the Olympic team for 2026 in Italy.

“Now you can still be scouted and 
you’re playing constantly,” she said. 
“Before when this wasn’t happening, 
you’re practicing with a boys team or 
doing skills, but not getting to play in 
competition.”

Darkangelo continues to bolster her 
resume, winning the Premier Hockey 
Federation’s Isobel Cup as captain of the 
Toronto Six on March 26 in Tempe, Ariz. 
The trophy is named after the daughter 
of Lord Frederick Arthur Stanley, who 
purchased the silver cup that was even
tually known as the Stanley Cup.

“It’s my third season,” she said. “I’ve 
been here since the start of the Toronto 
Six. It makes it that much more sweet to 
be able to hoist the Isobel Cup. It’s been 
the goal since the franchise started. To 
do it with a group of girls who have been 
here and to be part of the foundation 
that was built was exciting. It takes a 
village to do it; it was pretty awesome.”

Darkangelo had 12 goals and 13 as
sists in 24 regular-season games, earn
ing a spot in the league’s All-Star Game. 
She had two assists in four playoff 
games.

Toronto won the championship with 
a 4-3 overtime victory over the Minne
sota Whitecaps at Mullett Arena, the in
timate college venue that is the tempor
ary home of the Arizona Coyotes of the 
National Hockey League. The Six lost in 
the semifinals each of the previous two 
seasons.

“It was awesome to be able to play in 
a new market and expand the growth of 
the game and maybe attract new fans 
and new people,” said Darkangelo, who 
spent a few days celebrating in Arizona 
with teammates and family.

"Mullett Arena is where Arizona 
State plays and the Arizona Coyotes. It’s 
an amazing facility. They were great 
hosts to us and very cool. I love it in Ari
zona; you can’t beat the weather. It’s 
distracting a little bit coming in, be
cause you have to focus on the game.”

Darkangelo played the 2017-18 sea
son in China after being cut from the 
Olympic roster. She played the next sea
son for the Toronto Furies of the Canadi
an Women’s Hockey League, which 
folded after that season.

It was at this point that Darkangelo 
begem to consider moving on to a career 
outside of hockey.

“1 still wanted to play,” she said. “I feel 
like I'm still in good shape, 1’m.still work
ing out, training. How much money am I 
going to put into skills and that when I 
have to support myself? It’s kind of like 
a wall. It’s almost like hockey is being 
taken away from me instead of stepping 
away from the game.”

That’s when she got the call to be one 
of the first five players to sign with the 
Toronto Six. She also began working as 
a plant-based lifestyle coach, allowing 
her to work remotely while continuing 
her hockey career.

“I’ve been able to really focus and

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

make it a full-time thing," she said. “I 
honestly feel like I’m in my prime and 
still have room to grow. When the 
game's taken away from me, you’re not 
even in your prime yet. Some guys grad
uate college at 25 and are just starting. 
It’s exciting for the growth of the game.

“It’s going to get that much better, be
cause women don’t get the opportunity 
to peak unless you’re on the Olympic 
team, because you have to support 
yourself. This is a full-time job. Having 
an actual desk job outside of hockey 
takes away from being able to put 100% 
effort into that ."

Darkangelo became interested in 
hockey because she had a brother and 
cousins playing the game. She played 
her first few years at Kensington Valley 
Ice House on a boys team until the rink’s 
first girls team was formed.

She advanced enough to begin play
ing on elite teams with the Honeybaked 
and Little Caesars programs in the De
troit area. Darkangelo played two years 
for Syracuse and two for Quinnipiac 
during her college career.

Darkangelo didn’t play hockey at 
Brighton High School, but was a star on 
a state championship lacrosse team in 
20H. She was a first-team all-state se
lection and scored three goals and two 
assists in the state championship game.

“It’s another stick sport, if you will,” 
Darkangelo said. “I definitely think it 
helped. For lacrosse, we had a pretty 
good team at Brighton High School. We 
had other hockey players on the team. 
We definitely brought a little bit more 
aggressive play coming frpm hockey. I 
think that made us more dominant.

“In terms of helping me on the ice, it’s 
another sport where you have to think 
the game when you’re out there. Playing 
it gets you off the ice, doing something 
different. That’s good to have balance.”

Darkangelo hung up her lacrosse 
stick long ago, but has no plans of put
ting away her hockey stick and skates.

“As long as I still love the game, which 
I do, and as long as I stay healthy and in 
shape, it’s something I want to continue 
to do,” she said. "You only get to do it for 
so long. As long as my love of the game 
continues and I’m able to perform at a 
high level, I’d love to continue to play. 
We’ll see what happens.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@ 
gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@BillKhan.
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Mattord, Petit among local standouts up for top honor

Hunter Harding, Brighton, Sr.

Joey Mattord, Hartland, Sr. Jack Storey, Brighton, Sr.

Nolan Carruthers, Pinckney, So.

Logan Leppek, Howell, Sr.

Lane Petit, Brighton, Jr.

Ashton Tomassi, Brighton, Sr.

Vincent Cox, Hartland, Sr.

Evan Loughridge, Pinckney, Jr.

Brady Raymond, Pinckney, Sr.

Contact
gannett.com. Twitter: @BillKhan
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Raymond was second in the county 
in passing yards with 1J56, first in 
touchdown passes with 12 and second 
in rushing yards with 642 as Pinckney’s 
quarterback. He made all-state in wres-

Leppek made first-team all-county in 
basketball after averaging a team-high 
U.5 points and shooting 50% from 3- 
point range. He was a second-team all
county pitcher as a junior, leading How
ell with a 1.34 ERA while striking out 29 
and walking only six in 36 2/3 innings.

Loughridge was the county’s boys 
cross country Runner of the Year after 
placing 10th in the state Division 2 meet. 
His time of 15:20.9 at the Portage Invita
tional ranks second in the history of a 
Pinckney program that produced three 
state championship teams. He gave a 
preview of things to come in track by

Storey will compete in three sports 
this school year and four over his high 
school career before going to Grand Val
ley State University on a football schol
arship. He was the only county football 
player to make the coaches’ all-state 
team, was a backup center in basketball 
and will play his third season of varsity 
baseball. He had a walk-off single in the 
district championship game last spring.

Tomassi’s accomplishments as a 
senior are in the books, as he doesn’t 
play a spring sport. He has established a 
strong case for Athlete of the Year as the 
only athlete to make first-team all
county in football and basketball. His 41 
catches were the most by a Brighton re
ceiver since 2005. He was a repeat 
choice as basketball Player of the Year, 
averaging a county-high 16.5 points.

placing seventh in the 1,600 in 4:19.43 at 
the state indoor meet.

Cox was the only football player in 
Livingston County to make first-team 
all-county offensively and defensively. 
He was a three -year starter on the offen
sive line and had 61 tackles, 13 for losses 
and four sacks on defense. He qualified 
for the state wrestling tournament at 
heavyweight and pinned all three oppo
nents in the first period at the team fi
nals.

or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper

Mattord is a two-time LOOO-yard 
rusher, leading the county with 1,322 
yards and 17 touchdowns on 191 carries 
during the fall. He was a key player for 
Hartland’s state championship lacrosse 
team last season, scoring 14 goals and 15 
assists.

Khan at wkhan(a>

tling by placing eighth at 175 pounds in 
Division 2.

Brighton's Lane Petit made first-team 
all-state in hockey.

FREE In-Home Estimate!
888-330-0634 i
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SEE WHAT IT WILL LOOK LIKE
BEFORE YOU BUY

Carruthers had a school-record 55 
catches as a sophomore last fall, the 
most in Livingston County since 2005. 
They added up to 772 receiving yards 
and seven touchdowns. He heads into 
his second varsity baseball season hav
ing hit .317 and stolen 15 bases as a 
freshman.

Harding was the county’s Defensive 
Player of the Year after leading Brighton 
with 98 tackles. The two-time all-region 
and all-county selection also had 12 
tackles for losses and four sacks. He 
made all-state in the discus last spring, 
placing eighth in Division 1

Petit made first-team all-state in 
hockey, scoring 30 goals and 17 assists in 
29 games for a Brighton team that was 
the state Division 1 runner-up. In base
ball, he was second-team all-county as 
a sophomore, hitting .308 and leading 
the county with six triples.

Standard Walk-in 
Baths Baths

With Riley Hough around, it really 
wasn’t a fair fight for anyone else aspir
ing to be the Livingston County Male 
Athlete of the Year the past two school 
years.

Hough was not only an all-stater and 
state champion, but he was a national 
champion in cross country during his 
career at Hartland. He shattered the 
county records for fastest times in cross 
country and for the 1,600 and 3,200 on 
the track.

He was a once-in-a-lifetime athlete 
who prevented anyone else from being a 
serious candidate for the award.

With Hough now running at Michi
gan State University, the battle for Ath
lete of the Year is more open.

Fall and winter sports are in the 
books. Spring sports are just beginning. 
Some athletes have already completed 
their resumes, while the best moments 
lie ahead for others. The award tradi
tionally goes to a multi-sport athlete, 
ruling out some outstanding single
sport specialists.

Here’s a look at the group of candi
dates, listed alphabetically, as we head 
into spring sports.

Hartland’s Joey Mattord is a two-time 1,000-yard rusher.
PHOTOS BY TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Daugard among strong crop up for top honor

CeCe Thorington, Pinckney, Jr.

Mackenzie Wright, Howell, Sr.

Tori Briggs, Fowlerville, Jr.
Sophie Daugard, Howell, Sr.

Kailey Lambert, Pinckney, Sr.

It’s rare these days to not only play
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field hockey with 12 goals and four as
sists in 12 games and made second- 
team all-county in basketball.

Soccer is where she erm really shine, 
having received all-state honorable 
mention last season. While she's a cen
tral defender, she had 10 goals and 10 as
sists, many of which came off set plays.

Howell’s Sophie Daugard heads into track and field coming off an all-county 
basketball season, dan zeppa/for the Livingston daily

Daugard’s college future is as a Ball 
State track and field heptathlete, mak
ing her the personification of an all- 
around athlete. If she’s able to make the 
state meet in multiple unrelated events 
like shot put, long jump and sprints, she 
will have a compelling case.

Daugard is a four-year varsity bas
ketball player who made first-team all
county this season, averaging 10.5 
points, 5.6 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 2.4 
steals for a district championship team. 
She also played golf, receiving honor
able mention all-county.

Briggs played golf and received hon
orable mention all-county in basketball, 
but softball is where she dominates.

The Central Michigan University 
commit has been first-team all-county 
each of her first two years, leading the 
county as a sophomore with a .553 bat
ting average, 68 hits, 20 doubles, seven 
triples and 61 runs.

Without high postseason honors in 
her other sports, it would take an other
worldly softball season for Briggs to 
take Athlete of the Year from the other 
candidates, but Briggs has that poten
tial. Taking over as the Gladiators’ pitch
er gives her more opportunities to im
pact the game. Tommi Kleinschmidt 

Fowlerville, Soph.

Thorington is the only candidate on 
this list who hasn’t played a high school 
sport yet in 2022-23. Normally, she 
would be ruled out of consideration, but 
she will be competing in softball and 
track and field in the spring.

In softball, she has accepted a schol
arship offer to the University of Michi
gan, is a two-time first-team all-county 
outfielder and received honorable men
tion all-state. She hit .488 and stole a 
county-high 48 bases last season.

On the track, she was the SEC White 
L600-meter champion as a freshman. 
Interestingly, she tried high jump for the 
first time in a season-opening indoor 
meet and cleared 4 feet, 6 inches. Had 
she run cross country in the fall, as she 
did her first two years, she would have 
built an even stronger case.

TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS ONLY

Two-thirds of the high school sports 
calendar has been completed, leaving 
only spring sports before we wrap up 
another school year.

A year-end tradition at the Living
ston Daily is selecting the Livingston 
County boy and girl Athletes of the Year.

With only one exception during the 
COVID-shortened 2019-20 school year, 
every Athlete of the Year has competed 
in multiple sports, which seems to be 
more of a rarity as more parents believe 
their kid needs to play the same sport 12 
months a year to obtain a college schol
arship. History tells us otherwise, but 
travel coaches with a financial interest 
can be very persuasive.

Fall and winter sports provided an 
opportunity for some athletes to build 
resumes toward becoming Athlete of 
the Year. Spring is the time to produce a 
closing argument.

While someone might come out of 
nowhere to win the award, chances are 
the female Athlete of the Year will come 
from this group of candidates, listed al
phabetically, who have already excelled 
in 2022-23 and who are also strong in 
their spring sport.

Lambert is coming into her strongest 
season after having a significant impact 
on Pinckney’s field hockey and basket
ball teams.

She was the Pirates’ leading scorer in

three sports, but to do so at a level that 
warrants postseason recognition in 
each.

Kleinschmidt received honorable 
mention all-county in volleyball and 
basketball. While she’s a longshot for 
Athlete of the Year, a breakthrough sea
son in softball could at least be a spring
board toward winning the award in the 
future.

As a freshman, she tied for fourth in 
the county with four homers and drove 
in 24 runs.

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Ask about GatorGuard s 
Exclusive White Glove Treatment

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

It feels like top distance runners have 
an advantage in the Athlete of the Year 
discussion, because they can compete 
in two sports that involve the same ba
sic skill set — the ability to run far at a 
fast pace.

But not every great cross country 
runner has equal success on the track — 
and vice versa.

Wright made all-state in cross coun
try and was that sport’s Athlete of the 
Year for the second time last fall. She 
heads into track season already owning 
Howell’s records in the 1,600 (5:07.46) 
and 3,200 (11:06.61). She was 18th in the 
state meet in the 3,200 last year, so she 
needs to move up 10 places to make all
state. Being a two-sport all-stater might 
clinch Athlete of the Year for Wright.

Contact Bill Khan at wkhanla) 
gannett.com. Follow him on Twitter 
(a>BillKhan.

atorGuard
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Curtis Williams, Brother Rice

Omar Suleiman, Canton

Eric Hobson Jr., Livonia Franklin hindrance to their team at the high school level.

Uchenna Amene, Detroit Catholic Central

Amare Slaughter-Taylor, Redford Union

Jake Fannon, South Lyon East

Jordan Scott, Plymouth Christian Academy

Mark Stein, Livonia Stevenson

Dante Favor, Canton

Sam Lewis, Milford
Rick Palmer, Brother Rice

Pryor Reynolds, Salem

Honestly, most ball-dominant point guards are a

SECOND TEAM

Obituaries Kelvin Amoaka, Plymouth

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotkes.com/place.php

Ruth Elizabeth Marroni

Carlos Adamson, Northville

Josh Ross, Detroit Catholic Central

Justin Huang, Northville

Landon Williams, North Farmington

Robbie Wynn, Livonia Franklin

Wynn was an important cog in the Patriots’

ALL-AREA, Paoe 7B

Williams is the most unselfish player in Michigan. 
He’s a future Division I player who rarely wows you 
with his stats in the box score. Yet if you took him off 
the Raiders, they probably lose a few games. He should 
have a monster year leading his team as a senior.

Every opposing coach hates Josh Ross. In a good 
way. That’s how much they respect the power forward, 
who was an absolute force in the paint. If you battled 
him for a rebound, you felt it the next day. He was one 
of CC’s hardest workers, and it showed each night.

The No. 1-ranked recruit in the state has played like 
it at Brother Rice. He’s made clutch shots when they’ve 
mattered the most, and he’s one of the smoothest out
side shooters you’ll find. I can’t wait to see what he 
does when he gets to Louisville next season.

It doesn’t matter how good the opponent is, the 
Spartans have a chance to beat them as long as Stein is 
on the floor. Stein’s big shots keep close games close 
when Stevenson is grinding out a comeback or trying 
to preserve a lead in the tough KLAA-East.

Brother Rice coach Rick Palmer is Hometown Life’s Coach of the Year.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFECOM

Curtis Williams, Brother Rice.

This Lake Superior State University signee was eas
ily the most-improved player from a year ago. Not that 
Suleiman needed to improve on much. But the confi
dence he gained between his junior and senior sea
sons made him, arguably, the best player in the Ken
sington Lakes Activities Association.

It took Amene no time at all to find his rhythm in 
coach Brandon Sinawi’s offense after transferring in 
from Division 4 powerhouse Southfield Christian. It’s 
a big ask to replace San Diego commit Chas Lewless at 
point guard, but Amene did so seamlessly, and he 
should be one of the best players in Michigan entering 
his senior year.

The Calvin University commit is the son of a former 
Michigan Wolverines basketball player, and he abso
lutely played like it. Scott was an elite three-level scor
er, and no shot was too tough for him to hit. Heck, he 
even scored 1,000 career points in only two seasons. 
One of my favorite pastimes this past winter was 
scrolling on Twitter after each of his games to watch 
his dunk highlights.

Lewis is arguably the best player in school history. 
He was the first to score1,000 points in 33 years at Mil
ford. He led the Mavericks to their first league title in 
25 seasons. And he guided them to their first district 
championship since 2019. That’s hard to do in a league 
as tough as the Lakes Valley Conference.

NORTHVILLE - Ruth, 
a long time resident of 
Northville, Michigan, was 
sent to Our Lord at the 
age of 97. She was pre
ceded in death by her 
husband of 47 years W. 
J. Marroni.

Ruth was a wonderful 
mother to Anthony Mar
roni (Kerry), Louise Mar
roni, Michael Marroni,
Beverly Dootz (Gary), Julia Chapin (James), and 
Jenny Marroni. She had six grandchildren, Randy 
Svatora (Wendy), Christopher Marroni (Eliza), 
Andrew Marroni (Mary Kate), Kelly Bicy (Phil), 
Gabriel Marroni (Holly), and Nicholas Marroni, 
and seven great-grandchildren, Ataliya, Aaliyah, 
and Aubrey Bicy, Dominic and Calvin Marroni, 
Rosie Marroni, and, in loving memory, Vincent 
Anthony Marroni.

Ruth retired from Northville State Hospital 
and enjoyed trips to New York, Chicago, and Las 
Vegas. We loved her very much and will miss her 
big hugs, wisdom, humor, and cooking.

Special thanks to Ben Arcenal and the staff at A 
Home for Mom and Dad. Donations may be made 
to the Vinnie Marroni Miracle Assist Foundation 
at miracleassist.org. A celebration of Ruth’s life 
will be held at a later date.

Please share a memory or condolences at 
O’Brien-Sullivan Funeral Home, obriensulli- 
vanfunera

There’s no question Hobson Jr. was the heart and 
soul of the Patriots, who strong-armed their way to a 
KLAA-East championship after everyone doubted 
them. Franklin had one of the most well-rounded ros
ters, yet Hobson Jr. still found a way to stand out each 
night. He always got them a bucket when they needed 
one.

I never saw Fannon practice, but watching him play, 
you just knew he was a gym rat. You don’t get that good 
on natural ability alone. He was one of the best players 
in the LVC, and he was a leader his teammates really 
rallied around. Which is saying something because he 
played with a bunch of football players so they weren’t 
short on guys who could’ve led the team.

No big man has any business being as smooth near 
the rim as Favor was for the Chiefs, who had an unfair 
advantage in the post with this senior nailing bunny 
shots and scoring under the basket. I’m honestly going 
to miss watching the Spring Arbor signee outwork un
coordinated post players. He’s also a great intervie
wee.

Alvin Eugene Oldfield

FREDERIC - Alvin 
Eugene Oldfield, 81, of 
Frederic, MI passed away 
at his home on Saturday, 
March 25, 2023.

Alvin was born in 
Highland Park, MI on 
October 5, 1941. His 
family was his life and 
he would definitely say 
that he lived a wonderful 
life. Many years ago, Al
vin held “Eugene Tours” where he organized and 
listed everything to take place. He went horseback 
riding all the way across the state of Michigan with 
his wife on a 10 day ride. He was a member of 
the Trail Riding Association. He worked for many 
years as a tool and die designer. Alvin is going to 
be missed by his family.

Survived by his wife of 64 years, Lynn Oldfield; 
children, Jane (Mark) Klug, Bonnie (Cliff) Bor- 
lace, and Rob (Anna) Oldfield; grandchildren, 
Austin (Azure), Laura (Tom), Cliff III (Lindsey), 
Brittany (Matt), Cameron, Caleb, and Shannon; 
great-grandchildren, Braxton, Payton, Larkin, 
Jolene, Luca, Jadyn, and Eleanor; siblings, George, 
Jim, Bob, Patty, Kathy, and Mary; and many nieces, 
nephews, other family, and special friends.

Alvin is preceded in death by his parents, George 
& Nellie (Wiard) Oldfield and his brother, Mike 
Donavan.

Alvin’s family will remember him privately 
during this time. A Celebration of Life for family 
and friends will be held in the summer. Condo
lences can be shared at www.sorensonlockwood. 
com

Arrangements entrusted to Sorenson-Lockwood 
Funeral Home.

HOMI

Whether that’s them taking terrible shots, hogging the 
ball or committing too many turnovers. Not Reynolds, 
though. The Rocks don’t win a lot of games without 
Reynolds slicing and dicing his way to the basket. He 
was one of my favorite players to watch, and I regret 
not seeing him more than I did.

Criminally underrated, Slaughter-Taylor is one of 
the hardest workers out there, which is saying some
thing because Redford Union has a ton of hard work
ers. Whether that’s in football, wrestling or basketball. 
The Panthers don’t win the Western Wayne Athletic 
Conference, a district title and play in the regional final 
without Slaughter-Taylor leading the way.

Coach of the Year
Palmer led the Warriors to a lot of firsts. Like win

ning the Catholic League-Central and CHSL tourna
ment for the first time in over three decades. Yeah, 
their early exit in the playoffs was a disappointment, 
but there’s no doubt Brother Rice was one of the most 
fun teams to watch.

No one had as much buzz around their name as 
Amoaka did during the summer leading up to this past 
season. It seemed like every night a new college was 
checking in on the almost 7-footer. He reminds me of 
Zach Hankins, a late-blooming center who led Ferris 
State to a Division II national title. Expect big things 
from Amoaka at Indianapolis.

Flip a coin. It’s either Adamson or Novi’s Te’John 
McGowan as the MVP of the Kensington Lakes Activ
ities Association. Teams such as Canton, Livonia 
Franklin and Dearborn were just solid up and down the 
roster, so their all-stars didn’t need to dominate the 
box scores. But guys like Adamson and McGowan took 
their teams to the next level with their elite individual 
play.

It wasn’t a surprise to see Huang play so well for the 
Mustangs. What was a surprise was seeing how many 
times he had arguably the best performance in Michi
gan on any given night. Seeing him go off for 30 or so 
points while also throwing down a SportsCenter-wor- 
thy dunk definitely enriched my HUDL-watching time 
throughout the season.

http://www.sorensonlockwood
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481E1
Te’John McGowan, Novi

HONORABLE MENTION

Tyler Spratt, North Farmington
Mike Myles, Redford Union

Xavier Thomas, Brother Rice

Caleb Williams, Canton

Bryce Garbacz, Plymouth

Prince Jackson, North Farmington

Graham Braun, South Lyon

Josh Gibson, Birmingham Groves SPECIAL MENTION

Drew Moyer, South Lyon East

John Simpson, Birmingham Groves

Mitch Cronyn, Livonia Franklin

Jaylohn Allen, Wayne Memorial

DJ Lee, Detroit Catholic Central

Cameron Crosby, South Lyon East

Bradley Eziuka, Canton

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church

Dwayne Ray, North Farmington

Kevin Davis, Livonia Franklin

THIRD TEAM
Ben Diskin, Birmingham Seaholm

Todd Negoshian, 
North Farmington

Hardy’s post presence proved to be 
an asset to the Raiders, who benefited 
from his freakish height down low. He

Eziuka could probably be a 20-point- 
per-night scorer if he was on another 
team. With him surrounded by so many 
strong scorers, he hasn’t needed to be 
that guy at Canton. And that’s made him 
a reliable ballhandler alongside Caleb 
Williams. His focus can be on winning 
games instead of forcing up shots.

Speaking of sophomores, Simpson 
scored almost 400 points for the Fal
cons. And he averaged over 18 points 
against league opponents. So it’s not 
like he was doing this against slouches. 
Groves is set up to dominate over the 
next two seasons, so expect more fire
works from Simpson and Gibson.

The OAA-White was easily the most 
fun league race to watch play out, and 
Gibson is one of the reasons why the 
Falcons earned a share of the league ti
tle with West Bloomfield. Not only was 
he a gamer but his athleticism gave him 
an edge each night. And he’s only a 
sophomore.

Once Thomas puts it all together at 
the next level, he could prove to be the 
best player from this year’s class at 
Brother Rice. He can score from long 
range. He can battle in the post. He can 
be aggressive. I think he’s one step away 
from being an elite college player.

It takes seeing something crazy for 
me to blurt out, "Wow!” Three times in 
my life, Cronyn has made me say that. 
Once he gets on a roll behind the 3-point 
line, it takes a lot to get him to cool off. 
What a gamer.

If you missed my commentary on 
Northville's Carlos Adamson, please 
scroll up. To add to that, though, McGo
wan was just an absolute athlete. You 
can’t replicate his hustle, speed or 
knack for making big plays.

The Patriots probably don’t win the 
KLAA-East without Davis, whose role In 
the post proved to be vital. Franklin had 
plenty of small forwards and guards, 
but Davis was the team’s true big man. 
He battled down low every game. And 
he did well.

Give Fontaine a protein shake and 
gym membership and he could be one of 
the best players in metro Detroit. He has 
the skill set to play at an elite level. He 
can shoot, get to the rim and play tough 
defense. The only knock on him is he’s a 
bit undersized and plays in a small
school conference.

Arguably the best athlete in the 
school, Williams was steady as a ball
handler all season long. He does a great 
job of getting the offense going and find
ing his scorers right where they want to 
receive the ball.

had a nice touch while shooting bun
nies, but my favorite was watching him 
throw down dunks.

It’s a shame the Alma College signee 
was on a rebuilding team because, boy, 
could he play. Watching him go toe-to- 
toe with Noah Adamczyk this past win
ter was something else. No shot was too 
tough for Garbacz to hit. There’s no way 
he doesn’t have success in college with 
his work ethic.

Myles is one of those lunch-pail point 
guards who never rests. With how tough 
the WWAC can be, bringing the ball up 
the floor and kickstarting the offense 
was a full-time job for him. And he was 
rarely a liability when doing so. Which is 
saying something because it seemed 
like he always had a defender draped all 
over him.

night. You need guys like him to win the 
OAA-Blue.

TimerSepterrter May 915411fl)im 
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Evan McRoberts, South Lyon 
Paige Williams, Birmingham Groves 
Elijah Yelder, Birmingham Groves 
TJ Hurley, Livonia Franklin (Coach) 
David Gilbert, Milford (Coach) 
Ron Levin, South Lyon East (Coach)

Jordan Scott, Plymouth Christian 
Academy.

The problem with taking away Jake 
Fannon is you leave guys like Crosby 
open to make plays. And Crosby has a 
knack for making a lot of big plays. His 
height gives him an advantage in the 
LVC, but he also has a natural ability to 
score, too.

Christian Fontaine, 
Lutheran Westland

Raise your hand if you thought the 
Maples were going to be one of the most 
fun teams to watch in the OAA. Most of 
that had to do with Diskin, who was one 
of Seaholm’s offensive leaders each

well-oiled machine. Had you taken him 
off their team, 1 guarantee you that ma
chine would’ve broken down. He was 
more than just a reliable point guard. He 
also had a knack for making big plays in 
big games.

Jackson placed a lot of pressure on 
himself to be an elite point guard. And, 
at times, he needed to be. But he played 
best when he settled into his role and 
was just one of the guys out on the floor. 
He wasn’t asked to be a ball-dominant 
player with the likes of Landon Wil
liams, Tyler Spratt and Ryan Hurst out 
there.

Moyer’s layup at the buzzer to push 
the Cougars past Waterford Mott, 52
50, was probably the craziest play of the 
season in the LVC. But what else should 
you expect from a guy who routinely 
makes big-time plays? .

Alston-Jackson returned to the hard
wood after giving up the sport to focus 
on football a few years ago. But the Cen
tral Michigan University signee’s return 
was welcomed. He proved to be the X- 
factor the Panthers needed in close 
games. He always came up with timely 
buckets and popped off for 15 or 20 
points when asked to do so.

Spratt isn’t going to surprise anyone 
in the Oakland Activities Association 
next season. But he should surprise the 
rest of the state when he winds up be
coming a top-10 player. He’s underrated. 
For now. That’ll change soon.

Jeremiah Alston-Jackson, 
Redford Union

Matt Windle, •
Plymouth Christian Academy

While I was sad to see him leave Noah 
Adamczyk and Bloomfield Hills, I still 
saw him play at an elite level in the 
Catholic League. He was still a matchup 
nightmare, even for the top-tier teams 
he faced almost nightly. I would say 
transferring to CC wound up being a 
success for his career.

TJ Nadeau II, 
Detroit Catholic Central

Allen’s name has been thrown out 
there to be the Freshman of the Year by 
several outlets, including the basketball 
recruiting blog The D Zone. No, not 
Freshman of the Year in the KLAA but 
the entire state. He averaged close to 20 
points per game.

Injuries kept Nadeau out of the line
up early on in the season, otherwise, he 
likely finishes as a first- or second- 
teamer on this list. While we were 
robbed of seeing him fully healthy dur
ing his junior season, the D-I prospect 
should still be productive as a senior 
and help get CC back on track.

Coach
So many times I’ve seen a group of 

talented players come together and 
achieve absolutely nothing. Mostly be
cause they dislike each other and are 
only worried about looking good in front 
of college coaches. With a lesser coach, 
that could’ve been North Farmington. 
But it wasn’t. The Raiders won league 
and district titles. So that’s why Ne- 
goshian’s family atmosphere and cul
ture are so important. He gets players to 
buy into their roles and do what’s best 
for the team. A lot of times, that means 
sacrificing personal accolades for the 
success of the program. That doesn’t go 
unnoticed.

Coach
Sure, Windle’s Christian values have 

something to do with it. But, putting 
that aside, he just does things the right 
way. He pours himself into his players, 
and they respond by achieving so much 
more than they probably should at a 
small private school. He schedules hard, 
and they win league and district titles 
because of it. It’s only a matter of time 
until Windle gets his shot at the Breslin 
Center.

Nate Pierson, 
Plymouth Christian Academy

Ray has been the best sixth man in 
the area for the past two seasons. He’s 
been integral in keeping the Raiders 
rolling after key starters exit the game 
for a break or because of foul trouble. He 
can play point guard, help on the wing 
and lock down on defense.

The Lions endured quite the rebuild
ing year, but Braun’s production as his 
team’s scoring leader proved the future 
should be bright at South Lyon. He’s 
only a sophomore, folks. You bet coach
es around the LVC have taken note of 
that.

•the WAY’ - a ministry of 
Hope Lutheran Church

Worship OAbbey Park 

78413 Abbey lane 
I New Hudson, Ml 

Sunday ©10am. 248-553-7170 

www hope-lutheran-church com 

Rev Thomas Scherger

Size-wise, Pierson is not the first guy 
you want getting off the bus, but he’s 
definitely the guy you want to take the 
last shot. He’s one of the best pure 
shooters I’ve seen and, on any given 
night, he was capable of popping off and 
breaking school scoring records. Oppo
nents struggled to keep him away from 
the 3-point line.

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

41415 W Nine Mile Rd • Novi. Mi 44375 

244-349 0565
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TODAY!

Kenny Brooks, Garden City
Chase VanAmeyde, Brother Rice 
Jordan Newbill, South Lyon East 
Brandon Newland, Bloomfield Hills 
Andrew Turnquist, White Lake Lake

land
Devin Lee, Detroit Catholic Central 
Jeff Sheldon, Birmingham Seaholm 
Adam Alokab, Livonia Franklin 
Dylan McGlinch, Livonia Stevenson 
Lucas Young, Livonia Stevenson 
Rodney Hackman, Novi
Ryan Peters, Salem
Owen Pittenger, Livonia Franklin
Cam Weller, Plymouth Christian 

Academy
Greg Grays, Farmington
Kyle Ohlsson, Westland Huron Valley 

Lutheran
Amare McElwee, Bloomfield Hills 

Roeper
James Drake, Bloomfield Hills Roep-

Omar Suleiman, Canton.
TOM BEAUDOIN/SPECIAL TO HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

(248) Mfr-1144
777 tat B Mile Hoad 
(H Mlle and Taft Raid) 
NodhvMe, Michigan

Divtne Service on Sundays at 10am 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 8 45am

Rev Thomas Schroeder welsnovti&aoi com

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

www harcc.net
at the corner of Winans Lake & Musch Rd , 

810-231-9199
Fr John Hocus. Pastor

Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m * 
Sunday 9*00 6 11:00 a. m

Rease 4M ox Shroud d TUrln tepiay and Book & Gift Shep

Luke Salkowski, Brother Rice 
Ryan Frohock, Brother Rice 
Carlos Medlock Jr., Wayne Memorial 
Diego Cantu, Livonia Churchill 
Artis Hicks, Livonia Clarenceville 
Damon Harris, Livonia Clarenceville 
Jalin Clark, Westland John Glenn 
Ty Rowe, Livonia Churchill
Jordan Williams, Westland John 

Glenn
Devon Pettus, Canton
Thad Lawler, Novi
Caleb Gash, South Lyon East 
Nate Curtis, Livonia Stevenson 
Donavin Williams, North Farmington 
Nate Rooker, Lutheran Westland 
John Toth, Livonia Stevenson 
Jack Abbot, Birmingham Groves 
Max Kramer, Birmingham Groves 
Chuck Davidek, Livonia Stevenson
Ray Weber, Plymouth Christian 

Academy
Aiden Sexton, Plymouth Christian 

Academy
Findlay Sparby, Birmingham Sea

holm
Evan Evans, Cranbrook
Marc West, Birmingham Groves 

(Coach)
Mike DeGeeter, Birmingham Sea

holm (Coach)
Brandon Folsom covers high school 

sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Twitter: (a>folsombrandonj.

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

133 Orchard Dr., Northville
WEEKEND LITURGIES Saturday 5 00 p mj 

Sunday, 7 30,9:30 a.m . 11 30 a m |
Church 349 2621. School 349-3610 •

naogMMn toucanon u
Ww 0>rV> TTwtxw. Pastor 6

Uchenna Amene, Detroit Catholic
Central, photos by brandon folsom/ 
HOMETOWNLIFE COM

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
10774 Nine Mile Road 

, Rev. M. Lee Taylor • 449-2582

Sunday School, 945 a.m. 
Worship 1100 a.m. 8 800 pin. 
Wednesday Evening, 700 pm.

Community

WHITMORE LAKENORTHVILLE

To be included here call Jabril Bryant at
• (513) 796-7028 or

email JBryant@localiq.com

Church of the Holy Spirit 
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, Highland 

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM 
24M« 7-5364 I HorySpBItHlghlond com 
The Holy Spirit Is Here - Come Home 

_____ All are Welcome!

BRIGHTON [ HIGHLAND T NOVI •

http://www.hope-lutheran-ctiurch.com
mailto:JBryant@locatiq.com


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 1-800-579-7355

Classifieds TO ADVERTISE
Visit Our Website

classifieds.hometownlife.com

Great part-time jobs for retirees

JOBS Jobcase
Professional

SELLall your needs.

Transportation

best deal for you

auctionsCareers

collectiblesnew beginnings.

ppliances
boats

coins

Place your classified ad today

DAR ROOFING 
Coll Don: 517-374-2044

CASH4CARSII! 810-441 5030
We Buy Running & Non-Running Cars

CASH4CARSIII 110-4415030
We Buy Running & Non-Running Cars

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

guards, substitute teachers, and para
professionals. School employees will 
only work a few hours during the day. 
They’ll also enjoy many holidays off as 
well as summer vacations.

To Advertise, visit our website: classlfieds.hometownlife.com
I Public Notices/Legals email htwlegals9hometownllfe.com 
■ Business & Services email: servicedirectory9michigan.com
■ To post job openings, visit: hometownlife.com/Jobs

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355
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chandise. Being personable and 
having good customer service 
skills are necessary traits to have 
when working in retail. Many 
stores offer part-time employees 
flexible hours so schedules can be 
customized.

School positions
Retirees may want to consider jobs 

working in schools or in related capaci
ties. Driving a school bus is an option if 
people are willing to undergo the prop
er training and licensing to operate 
this type of vehicle. Seniors also may 
consider working as lunchroom aides 
or lunch service providers, crossing

Receptionist
Receptionists greet patients or cus

tomers in office settings. According to 
AARP, they are the welcoming faces of 
organizations. Answering phones and 
light clerical work also may be required 
of receptionists. Those who want to 
work off-peak hours can think about 
working nights and weekends in hos
pitals or skilled nursing facilities.

Seniors have many different options 
if they decide they want to return to 
the workforce in a part-time capacity.

AHImtfrik Seeks Software Engineer. 
Must have BS in Software 
Engineering. Work site: Southfield, 
Ml Apply resumeoOoltlmetrlk.com

Retail sales associate
Working in retail opens seniors 

up to a wide array of responsibil
ities and scenarios. Jobs may in
clude greeting customers, making 
sales, putting out inventory, and 
helping customers select mer-

Customer service 
representative

A customer service representative 
is tasked with helping customers 
solve problems and ensuring cus
tomer satisfaction. He or she may 
work in a traditional office or store 
location, or answer calls and resolve 
issues from home.

Fives Dyog Seeks Controls Engineer. 
Musi hove a MS in Electronics 
Engineering or a BS in the some with 
54 years of experience. Worksite 
Formington Hills, Ml. Apply 
sheri iizzetOfivesgroup.com

Consultant
Retirees who loved their job but 

wanted to spend less time doing it 
can return as consultants. Accord
ing to The Balance: Money, individ
uals often find they earn more per 
hour working as consultants than 
they did as full-time staff members. 
Consulting is a way to share exper
tise and experience without making 
a full-time commitment.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever* LeafFliter. the most 
advanced debris-blocking 

gutter protection Schedule a 
FREE LeafFitter estimate 

today 15% off Entire 
Purchase 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts Call 

1-866-495-1709

The Low Offices of Luke Bowmon 
Seeks Associote Attorney. Must hove 
o JO or LLM Worksite Brighton.

Ml. Apply
DirectOluketsowmonlow.com

Many adults nearing retirement 
age count down the days until they 
can bid adieu to the daily tasks of 
commuting and working so they 
can enjoy much more time for rec
reation, travel or whatever is they 
aspire to do.

As enticing as unending free 
time may seem, some retirees find 
it is not ideal to be entirely free 
from the responsibility of work
ing. As current seniors can attest, 
inflation can drive up the costs of 
living, meaning that seniors who 
were once able to afford a certain 
retirement lifestyle may no lon
ger enjoy that hard-earned luxury. 
Others may miss the daily oppor
tunities to socialize that work
ing provides, or the way prob
lem-solving on the job stimulates 
the brain. But even retirees who 
miss working may not be ready to 
return to the workforce full-time. 
That can make part-time employ
ment an ideal fit for mature work
ers.

Here’s a look at some part-time 
positions that could be a good fit 
for older adults reentering the 
workforce.

Agncultural/Farmmg Services 
RURAL LANDOWNERS! 
Eam $5,000+ Every Year 

From Hunting Leases 
Upfront payments from our 
hunters Reduce risk with 

FREE $5M liability insurance 
Call for a free quote 

(888)871-1982

Service
Roofing & Siding

Wheels

Autos Wanted

Engineering & IT

Professional

Miscellaneous

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Alt classified ads are subject to the applicable rata card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must ba reported in the first day of publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error In or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.


