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Northville
Downs in
Plymouth
Township
project close to
final approval

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

PLYMOUTH TWP. — A new horse-
racing facility planned near the south-
west corner of Five Mile and Ridge
roads is one step closer to becoming a
reality.

The Plymouth Township Planning
Commission unanimously approved
at a special meeting June 1a motion to
send the site development plan to the
Plymouth Township Board of Trustees
for a final nod.

The board will review the final site
plan and PUD contract, along with a
community benefit agreement allow-
ing public use of proposed soccer
fields, pickleball courts and other
amenities under specific guidelines.

Dubbed Northville Downs of Ply
mouth Township, the project is pro
posed on part of a 128-acre parcel near
the southwest cormer of Five Mile and
Ridge roads. Plans include a half-mile
oval harmness racetrack, grandstand,
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make changes after commissioners
said the building looked too industrial.

Township Planner Laura Haw said
revised plans showed the building’s
masonry component had been extend-
ed to the roofline along with the addi-
tion of windows and horizontal stone
elements. Proposed signage was also
added to the building.

Fire and emergency access issues,
along with concerns over lighting, had
also been corrected, Haw said.

Casino concerns

Throughout the approval process,
residents have voiced concerns over
the perceived potential for a future ca-
sino on the property.

A narrative provided by Northville
Downs in January indicated an “antic-
ipated future phase” of the project
would include a 54,000-square-foot
gaming facility, pending required leg-
islative approval.

See PROJECT, Page 3A
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She made a lifetime of
memories in pro baseball

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.cory
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WHITE LAKE — As a woman who
played professional baseball, Mary
Moore is in rare company.

The 90-year-old is one of fewer
than 50 women still alive to tell of their

playing time in the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League, which
was launched 80 years ago at the height
of World War Il

“When I was in the league, | was just
happy to be good enough to play, and
travel and get paid. | was not thinking
about what people would think in the
future,” Moore said. “That was the best

Nurse killed in Westland
shooting was ‘angel on Earth’

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

DEARBORN HEIGHTS Family
members say a woman shot to death in
Westland last week had dedicated her
self to helping those caught in the
crossfire of war on the Arabian Penin
sula.

Bushra Mawry, 36, was a nurse and
founder of the nonprofit, Hand in

Hand Yemen. She lived her life selfless
ly, her siblings said, and her sudden
death has devastated them, and many
others here and abroad

“She literally lived for others,” her
brother, Youness Mawry, said. “She was
very much loved by many people. She
was a vibrant, very kind, pure soul

Westland Police have released little
information on Bushra Mawry's

See NURSE, Page 7A
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Bushra
Mawry, 36,
of Dearborn
Heights,
was a nurse
and founder
of the Hand
in Hand
Yemen
charity. She
was shot to
death
June 1 in
Westland.
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Local lavender farm opening to public as ‘agritourism destination’

Jennifer Eberbach

DAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WHITE OAK TWP. — A local couple is
hoping to create an “agritourism desti
nation” in White Oak Township.

Windy and Terry Mack will open
their lavender farm at 2454 S. Kane
Road to the public this summer.

They couple already owns Belle La-
vande, a retail shop in Plymouth, and

Chipotle
now open
on Michigan
Avenue In
Canton

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

CANTON TWP. — A new Chipotle
Mexican Grill is now open in front of
Walmart on Michigan Avenue.

The fast-casual restaurant, which
opened May 31, features Chipotle’s
“Chipotlane,” a drive-thru pickup lane
that allows guests to pick up digital or-
ders without leaving their cars, said
Chipotle spokesperson Annie Gradin-
ger.

Patrons can choose from signature
tacos, burritos, burrito bowls, salads
and other offerings made as they
watch.

On its website, Chipotle touts the
company’s commitment to “serving
responsibly  sourced, classically-
cooked, real food with wholesome in-
gredients without artificial colors, fla-
vors or preservatives.”

The new Canton Chipotle Mexican
Grill is located at 45555 Michigan Ave-
nue, just west of the Belleville Road in-
tersection. The restaurant is open ev-
ery day from 10:45 a.m. t0 10 p.m.

Chipotle also operates at 42404
Ford Road in Canton. Other nearby lo
cations include Plymouth Township,
Northville and Novi.

Jobs are available at the new res-
taurant, Gradinger said. Information is
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grow lavender on the 40-acre farm
They have big plans, beginning with a
grand opening June 24.

This season, they’ll sell lavender and
lavender-infused products out of a pole
barn. Their shop in Plymouth sells bath
and personal care products and bundles
of lavender. The farm will also allow vis
itors to pick and cut their own bouquets

“We encourage you to bring a picnic
or a book and just enjoy the property,”
Windy said

{
Dr. Zvi Levran of Farmington Hills during a court appearance in January. PHOTOS BY SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

The couple is gearing up to host
classes, like a local watercolor artist, yo
and wreath-making. Professional
photographers can book photoshoots
with clients. They also plan to offer
date night” experiences, during which
couples can bring their own drinks and
refreshments, explore the property and
toast to the sunset

On Monday, May 15, the owners
worked on establishing a new butterfly
garden. Windy and Terry are also in

ga

communications with the U.S. Fish and
Wwildlife Service about restoring two
acres of wetland that'd been tiled over
by a previous farmer

‘It'll bring in a lot of birds,” Windy
said. “It's hHV\ we re giving back to the
land for what we took

Windy said profits from farm sales
the future event barn and other poten
tial sources of revenue, including short
term lodging, could allow them to plant
on less of the land.

Doctor accused of nearly
30 sexual assault charges

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON HILLS — A Farming
ton Hills doctor accused of sexually as
saulting at least 14 boys and young
men while volunteering thr \

nships he i
have sald during 1t heat

Dr. Zvi Levran, 66, faces charges in
connection with reported sexual as
saults that took place over years.

Levran, facing nearly 30 counts of
sexual assault in 47th District Court in
Farmington Hills and additional
counts in the 48th District Court, vol
unteered in Farmington as a team doc
tor for the school district's hockey
teams. He also volunteered with
schools in Novi and Livonia.

The doctor pleaded not guilty earli
er this year and bond was set at $3 mil
lion cash or surety. He has not posted
bond. Levran is set to appear in the
47th District Court for a hearing
June 27.

Four of the fourteen accusers say
they met Levran while students at a
Farmington Public Schools high
school. Multiple others said they at-
tended events Levran hosted in Far
mington and Farmington Hills for
young men. According to accusers, it
was commonplace for the doctor to be
left alone with players and alumni dur
ing.

Volunteer left alone with
athletes on, off school grounds

Aside from attending games as
team doctor, Levran hosted yoga ses-
sions and ice skating events that were
attended by teen boys and young men
from the region. Accusers say Far
mington High School, Novi High
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Levran, left, during a court hearing April 11 in Farmington Hills.

School and Suburban Ice in Farmington
Hills were among the common locations
for events.

Novi's former hockey coach, who
worked with Levran, did not respond to
calls requesting comment.

One reported victim, who graduated
from a Farmington high school, said it
was common for ice skating events to
take place without school staff present.
The man also said Levran would shower
with athletes after skating events.

According to Diane Bauman, director
of school and community relations in
Farmington, some volunteers, including
mentors or tutors, are permitted to be
alone with students. She also said the
district can supervise or restrict school
events, even if they happen off school
property.

Though Levran was not a volunteer
mentor, multiple accusers described
him as such.

“I didn't play that much,” one Far
mington alumnus said during a hearing
in April. “I could talk to him and he
would listen to me.”

Farmington Public Schools and Livo
nia Public Schools, where one reported
victim attended, require background
check for all volunteers. In Livonia, vol
unteers are not permitted to be alone
with students

“Volunteers who help out on field
trips, classroom activities and school
events are always in the company of
LPS staff,” Mike Reilly, Livonia's public
safety administrator, said in an email

We do not allow volunteers to
ne-on-one, unsupervised access to
our students

'lvl\l'

What to do if someone
you know has been abused

Multiple accusers say Levran’s al
leged abuse left them feeling confused
and alone

“You don't hear this happening to
that many guys,” a Farmington alumnus
said. “I felt really alone.”

Deborah Stone, Hegira Health's di-
rector of children’s outpatient services,
said sudden changes in behavior often
indicate a minor had a traumatic experi-
ence. She recommended parents listen
to their child and contact police.

“What we as parents tend to do is say,
‘Tell me everything,” Stone said. “In the
actual moment, just listen and wait un-
til their free speech ends. Don't drill
them. Take cues from your child. If
they're not crying, be brave. If they're
crying, go there. Meet them where
they're at.”

Stone encouraged people who report
sexual abuse to share everything they
know so police can do their job well.

People with information about Lev
ran are encouraged to call the Farming
ton Hills Police phone number set up for
tips regarding the case, 248-871-2610.

‘At the end of the day, we want to put
these people behind bars,” Stone said.
“We want accountability. We want to
protect our child and other children

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or

248-305-0448




Farmington considers
pickleball courts
at Shiawassee Park

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON Local pickleball
players may soon find court time with-
out leaving Farmington.

Officials are considering updates to
two Shiawassee Park tennis courts that
could accommodate the wildly popular
sport.

City council recently sent the ad-
ministration back to the drawing board
on a $25,300 proposal to restripe the
courts for both tennis and pickleball.
But, at 44 inches, the tennis-friendly
nets would be a foot too high for regula-
tion pickleball.

Chuck Eudy, the city’'s public works
superintendent, said there is still de-
mand for tennis at Shiawassee, 32515
Shiawassee Road.

Yet council members said they want
to see adjustable nets or do away with
tennis courts and replace them with six
pickleball courts.

“If we're going to do it, we either need
to find a way to convert them or make
them adjustable or usable if that’s pos-

Project

Continued from Page 1A

But Northville Downs owner John
Carlo said in a phone call that the con-
cept has been scrapped and no longer
exists in the plan.

“What we were doing was setting the
site up so that in the event that favor-
able legislation was passed in the state,
the size and scope of what we would
need would fit on the property,” Carlo
said. “That was the intent, to say, ‘Will
this fit if the legislation changes?’

“We've been trying to change the leg-
islation for 25 years,” Carlo added, not-
ing legislative changes are necessary
before Northville Downs can implement
practices used by the horseracing in-
dustry in surrounding states. “We're go-
ing to continue to fight for it, but there’s
no plans to build that 53,000-square-
feet building, zero, whatsoever at this
point.”

At
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“Both the Michigan Constitution and
Initiated Law 10f 1996 prohibit the oper-
ation of a casino in the Charter Town-
ship of Plymouth,” Bennett summa-
rized, noting the law applies throughout
the state. “The only way a casino would
be authorized in the Charter Township
of Plymouth is if it were approved in a
statewide general election by both a
majority of the voters in the state and a
majority of voters in the Township.”

If an additional building is conceived
for the project in the future, changes to
the PUD agreement with Northville
Downs would require the township and
the applicant to start over at the begin-
ning of the planning process, including
a public hearing, Haw said.

Resident concerns

Like at each previous meeting, a
stream of residents voiced various con-
cerns about the project, including worry
over road conditions in the area and the
increase in traffic once the new facility
opens.

Planning Commissioner Tim Boyd
pointed out that a traffic study available
on the township website indicates the
facility will generate substantially less
traffic than the eight buildings planned
in the Ridge 5 industrial complex previ-
ously approved on the site. That plan
was later abandoned by the developer.

“If you can believe (traffic study)
numbers, and I'll leave it up to you if you
believe them, it generates about a tenth
of the traffic those eight businesses
would have generated,” Boyd said.

Residents spoke of other concerns,
as well.

“More than the conditions of traffic, 1
wonder what we are doing to our com-
munity,” said Shirley Peters. “The ambi-
ance of our community is being tainted
by bring this racetrack to our communi-
ty..I'm very concerned about the type of
gambling that will occur.”

Plymouth Township resident Mary
ann Adams also took the podium and
said she was not opposed to horseracing
in general.

“You need a place to continue your

T

sible,” Mayor Pro Tem Joe LaRussa said
“I'd at least like to consider the option.

Councilman Steven Schneemann
had similar thoughts, saying he thinks
there's a demand in the city for pickle-
ball. Farmington residents currently
need to leave Farmington to play.

“My wife and I play tennis and pick-
leball,” Schneemann said. “We normally
end up (in Farmington Hills), and we
find that many of the pickleball courts
are occupied by Farmington residents.”

Mayor Sara Bowman said turning the
tennis courts into pickleball courts
would likely be a more expensive pro
ject. Eudy estimated adding adjustable
nets to his initial proposal would in
crease it by $16,000.

“If we come back with a project that
is, likely, quadrupled in price, it's likely
not going to happen this season,” Bow-
man. “I think we need to be prepared for
that.”

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com.

A rendering shows the proposed
racing building at the Northville Downs
in Plymouth Township project.
COURTESY PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP
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A representative from the nearby
Oak Haven mobile home community
submitted a letter outlining concerns
that the project would negatively im-
pact quality of life of residents and deter
future residents.

timate

Supervisor: ‘A very
thorough process’

The plan will now return to the Ply-
mouth Township Board of Trustees,
which could potentially grant final ap-
proval. At a Feb. 23 meeting, Trustee
Chuck Curmi urged a ‘no’ vote on the
project, which moved ahead with a 6-1
vote.

Township Supervisor Kurt Heise said
the project will not be on the board's
June 13 agenda, but it could be consid-
ered at the June 27 meeting. Although
the planning commission has held two
special meetings for the project, Heise
said the township is not rushing the ap-
proval process.

“I think the desire is to have this as a
standalone so we can be totally focused
onthat one issue, so we can really give it
our, our due diligence in a special meet-
ing setting,” Heise said. “And, we want
to make sure that the public has the
ability to speak at these events, which
of course they always do. | .

“This has been and continues to be a
very thorough process,” he added. “We
are working very closely with the North
field Downs development team, their
engineer, their attorneys. They're being
thoroughly vetted under our local ordi-
nances.

Heise also wanted to reiterate that
there is no plan for a casino at the site.

“The most that they can ask for
would be enhanced horse betting, with
machines that would utilize this histori-
cal horse betting technology,” he said
“It's something that’s well known with
in the industry.”

A video recording of the June 1 plan
ning commission meeting is available
online.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221
8143.
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Farmington is considering adding pickleball facilities, like the ones in
Bicentennial Park in Livonia, pictured here, to Shiawassee Park
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Canton grad celebrates 13 years of perfect attendance

Laura Colvin
v RR MI( 1€} "1
NTON TWP. — Looking back, Jue
bers feeling proud when
n award for perfect attendance landed
her hands at the end of fourth grade
It wasn't the first time. She'd received
the same award every year since her
kindergarten year at Achieve Charter
Academy in Canton. But it was the first
time she understood that the accolade
set her apart
I was one of very few people who ac
tually got that award and | decided that I
wanted to continue getting that award,”
she said
And she did. On June 3, Jue’, 18, grad
Canton Preparatory High
with several honors and one rare
iction. From kindergarten through
her senior year, she never missed a sin
gle day of school

| ple remen
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Perfect attendance

Jue’ began her education at charter
schools when her parents — Christopher
Peoples, a FedEx driver, and Alexis Peo
ples, who works in finance - decided
they liked what Achieve Charter Acad
emy had to offer. They didn’t want their
quiet and reserved daughter to “get lost”
in a large public school.

After attending every day of school
from kindergarten through eighth
grade, Jue' began her freshman year at
Canton Prep in the fall of 2019.

Then, in March of 2020, the school
was shut down as COVID-19 hit. When
students were finally able to come back
for face-to-face learning, Jue’ was moti-
vated to continue her perfect atten
dance.

“Originally, it was about the award,
but after quarantine and being at home,
it was just about going to school and be-
ing surrounded by people and not doing
school on a computer,” she said. “Hang-
ing out with my friends and my school
peers really drove me to keep going.”

Over the next several years, she con-
tinued with Girl Scouts - an endeavor
started in first grade — and was inducted
into the National High Society. She
played clarinet in the band, played var-
sity volleyball and ran varsity cross
country and track. She also participated

~ A
Jue' Peoples graduated from Canton

Preparatory High School on Saturday,
June 3. COURTESY ALEXI

PEOPLES

in Yearbook and Key clubs, all without
ever missing a day of school

Jue’s perfect attendance was con
firmed by both Achieve Charter Acad
emy and Canton Preparatory High
School.

“Jue’ is a fantastic student, a great
scholar and a great athlete,” said Tracey
Andrews, Canton Prep’s registrar. “I
can’t say enough great things about her
She's definitely a leader and well
rounded student. And she never missed
a day of school.

“Jue’ has an amazing work ethic,
agreed Jennifer Schmotzer, Canton
Prep’s high school dean. “She’s been a
real go-getter to achieve what she
wants, and it was a joy to to see her blos-
som over these last four years into the
amazing young lady she has become.”

”»

‘1 take my vitamins’

Jue’ said a healthy immune system
helped her maintain perfect attendance.

“I don’t really get sick a lot,” she said.
“l take my vitamins and make sure to
wash my hands and wipe off my desk
and all that.”

Alexis Peoples said her daughter nev
er went to school sick.

“She's never had an instance where
she was not feeling well on a school day,”
she said, noting Jue’ did come home
feeling run down on an occasional Fri
day. “But usually it's just like a few hours
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Peoples shows off a bounty of accolades earned during her four years at Canton

Preparatory High School, including 13 years of perfect attendance.
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or something, you know, just something
kind of wonky.”

It's a different story for Jue's younger
brother, Jordan, who also attended
Achieve Charter Academy, currently at
tends Canton Prep and seems more sus
ceptible to getting sick.

“He is not getting any perfect atten
dance awards,” Alexis Peoples said with
alaugh. “He definitely has missed some
school days because we do not send him
when he's ill. Sometimes, even if it’s too
many classmates that are ill, we won’t
send him because we don't want him to
get whatever's going around

The family, she said, is proactive
about avoiding illness, making a habit of
washing hands, taking vitamins and
even still wearing masks if they are go
ing into a high-risk situation.

High expectations

Jue’s drive for success exceeds her
perfect attendance awards. In addition

to her high school diploma, she also
earned an associate degree from Wayne
County Community College District fol-
lowing her participation at Canton Prep
in the state’s Early Middle College pro-
gram.

Inthe fall, she’'ll attend Eastern Mich-
igan University on a full scholarship,
where she plans to study dietetics and
eventually become a nutritionist or a di-
etician

Alexis Peoples said her parenting
philosophy over the years has been to
foster open dialogue and make clear to
her children what’'s negotiable and
what's not

‘I definitely think that both of the
kids would say that I have very high ex
pectations,” she said, noting with a
laugh that her husband is not as rigid in
his approach. “Some folks would say we
balance each other out really well.”

Have a story idea? Contact reporter
Laura Colvin at Icolvin@hometown

life.com or 248-221-8143
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Our 2023 guide to enjoying summer in Livonia

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.corr

A TODAY NETW N -M

LIVONIA
time of year to be a reporter

There are more things to see, events
to photograph and people to meet. Over
the four years I've been with Hometown
Life, most of the summer stories | write
center on Livonia — or, as I call it, L
Town.

L-Town, with it's “families first”
ethos, is often a pretty wholesome place
to spend time. If you're hanging out in
Livonia this summer, here are some
things you definitely don’t want to miss

Summer 1s my favorit

Hike at Rotary Park

Rotary Park, at the corner of Six Mile
Road and Hubbard Street, is one of my
favorite places in the city. I go there to
walk, work or eat my lunch all the time
in the summer and fall

Aside from the playground and
sports facilities, Rotary has a large trail
network. It's gorgeous and easy to
spend hours walking on. You'll encoun
ter fascinating trees that've grown
around each other, a peaceful river and
lots of doggos having the best walk ever

Livonia takes pride in its parks. The
city has 36 developed parks, including
three outdoor pools. Other great parks
in the city for all ages include Harry Ta
tigian Park, accessible off Curtis Road,
and Bicentennial Park at 36000 Seven
Mile Road.

One notable event this summer is
Shakespeare in the Park during the last
two weekends in July. Local actors will
appear in “Henry V" at Stymelski Veter
ans Park, 14407 Stark Road.

Experience Greenmead
Historical Park

If 1 had a nickel for every time some-
one told me Greenmead is a “hidden
gem,” you, dear reader, would be here
and I would be on a yacht.

But, all jokes aside, Greenmead really
is one of Livonia’s most underrated of"
ferings. The historical village at the cor
ner of Eight Mile and Newburgh roads
has something for everyone. It's a great
place to show kids a slice of local histo
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ry, rent space in a community garden,
take a walk or enjoy one of the many
events happening there

Some of the highlight events happen
ing this summer are the Motor City Irish
Fest June 9-1, St. Andrew’s Highland
Games Aug. 5 and Touch a Truck on
Aug. 26

Grab a burger at Bates

Reporters are all about facts. And the
fact is cheeseburgers taste better during
summer.

Bates Hamburgers, at the corner of
Five Mile and Farmington roads, is a lo
cal institution. I had a councilwoman
tell me once the little 64-year-old res
taurant is ﬂ.r most 1conic Y'llll;‘ in ”u
city

- A S Yoy

Livonia Spree 2022 kicked off Tuesday, June 21 after two years away. SHELBY TANKEF

The slider-style burgers are as good
as everyone says they are and they're
dirt cheap. You can get two burgers and
fries for less than $10. In this economy
that’s what we call a deal

Bates has a long history in Livonia

and offers a slice of nostalgia. Whether
you dine in or wait outside by the carry
out window, it's a neat place to grab
I’. ) b('

Catch the fireworks at Spree

I've been interviewing people about
Spree for five summers now. Just about
everyone I talk to says the fireworks are
the best part of the festival and the best
show in the region. Sam Caramagno, the
fuy VJ'H nuns "u'l vent, told me ”-l'- ast

wonth

BRING ON THE SUN

Life’s a party at Anthology of Northville - see for yourself!
You're invited to our Summer Beach Party with high-spirited
music, dancing, beachy refreshments and good-natured

people you'll be glad you met. Our residents and team

can show you around and treat you to a gift'.

AnthologyMichigln.com

e

Thursday, June 29
2-4pm

*No purchase necessary

SPACE IS LIMITED. RSVP NOW!
248-516-2094

Continue Your Life Story With Us

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE
44600 Frve Mile Rd. / Northville, MI
Assisted Living / Memory Care
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You should see the fireworks. It's an
outstanding, outstanding show. That's

and it is the bomb
is scheduled for
June 25. The festival is
)5 at Ford Field, at
the intersection of Farmington Road
and Lyndon Street in Livonia

Spree, like any other summer festi
val, also offe carnival
ana o« Fil | phn(uy‘ldl)hq’(i
last year's event and had a blast seeing
everyone's smiles. If you want a taste of
Livonia this summer, don’t miss Spree

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morming in your mailbox h_’\‘

the grand finale
This year’s

dusk Sunday

ll.q.:uw-m;- June 20

Show

rs plenty of music

rides, games

signing up for our daily briefings news
letter

Shelby lulr‘r)Jt y
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THIS PUZZLE CONSISTS
N\ OF TWO SEPARATE
N\ CHALLENGES?
1. SEE HOW MANY
DIFFERENT WORDS YOu
CAN UNSCRAMBLE
_~{ WHICH CONTAIN ALL
A ) THE LETTERS AT LEFT.
' 2. SEE HOW MANY OF
THESE WORDS VOU
CAN TRACE WITH A
CONTINUOUS LINE.
‘ EACH TRACING MUST
R / 8GN AT THE BLACK
SPOT. NO PASSAGE OR
INTERSECTION mAV BE USED
MORE THAN ONCE PER WORD.

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Whom Alda got
I M°A°S°H
nickname fromn
7 Royal Canin's

business

15 Dr. House's self
prescription

16 Successor
to LAN
technol qles

17 Physician
F atron

18 Arctic Ocean
arm

19 Couch + love
seat + chair

20 Virtuosic

21 Important
preservative

22 Not following

23 What 1o write
write-offs with

53 Peanuts plaint
55 Juick
58
59 Brainstorme

) STICK

encouragement

60 Secure

vourselt

61 Fence fixture
62 Where Hastlings

Q
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17 P dogs
2 What some
noses d(

3 Sphere

4 Model behavior

5 Not much
of a sport

6 Elevated lines

7 Where some
singers sit
8 Byproduct

9 y 36
iu | at | )
11 Seamy stuff n 19
12 Monitored 37 Early American
13 Got involved qrievance
14 #2 in franchise 38 Trade center
Jrosses (as of 42 Revelation group
2( lothed in fine
24 Changes t linen
ne's story 44 'vh'--].]lvv\.
25 Viva Rock Vegas 45 Top dog
haracter 46 Cat without
26 Cleared f a coat
navigatiof 48 Museo Reina

27 Pirouette
29 Geological

Sofia neighbor
49 Where W went

hideout 52 Move that
31 Response to a doesn’'t mean
riot much

33 Tones

34 Space starter

first seen in

54 Has something
56 Toll
57 Top with a crown

Omnimagazine 58 Name in
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Insert numbers 1-9 in each box

(9]

with every row, column and 3x3 9
box containing the digits just

once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold

(hardest) RATING: GOLD
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don said. “Countrywide, there are only
about 47 or 48 players left who can
speak about their experience

“Besides keeping alive the history of

their league, they remind us that wom
en have played baseball professionally,
that it's OK to be a female athlete and
celebrate that you have an athletic abil-
ity,” she added. “These women not only
opened the doors of athletics, they
opened the doors of corporations. That
generation put things in motion and
then they packed their ball gloves and
their memories and put them in the at
tic

In Moore’s home, above her sofa,
there is a canvas print of Moore in her
skirted uniform, tagging out an oppo-
nent at second base in 1950. It was her
first year as a member of the Springfield
Sallies, a traveling exhibition team.
Above the print is a sign that reads, “No
Crying in Baseball,” a Tom Hanks line
from the movie, “A League of Their
Own

Moore lost some of her memorabilia
about 20 years ago in a fire, but she still
has binders filled with newspaper clip-
pings with neadlines about “girl base-
ballers” and “beauties,” as well as cards
and letters. She also has plenty of pho-
tos of herself, teammates, and famous
athletes and actors she met after her
baseball career ended.

Baseball beginnings with the boys

Moore, born in Detroit, grew up play
ing baseball with boys in Lincoln Park,
even using a sickle and scythe to cut
weeds down in the fields to make way
for a baseball diamond. Her older broth
er didn't play, but he had a paper route
and because she helped with it and
made money, she purchased bats and
't-l“"‘ “ !]:0' ne ‘.1'} lr‘tlhuuui boys \Mlllt“d
to play baseball, they had to get Moore
who didn’'t miss a chance to play out
31d€

It helped, too, that Detroit Tiger Ed
diel ake lived three blocks away .llld on
off would hit balls to the kids
n the field. Moore credits him with

aays

27 Burgeoned of petroleum (1982) the news
28 Without any play refining 35 Fixing upon since 1927
30 Risk requires T 2R T6 7 [8 [8 [10 [11 [12 [13 [14
their use s 0 B9 i .
31 Mongoose 15 i
cousin T3 1 1 e
32 Rotterdam ‘
overlooks it i !
34 Calling
35 “Nothing | 22
can do”
39 Photo finishes 28
40 Haven for
Barbary pirates
41 National Merit 6
Scholar qualifiers
42 Among us 39
43 Moderates
47 Water, for some |4 45 148
weapons A7
48 811, lo librarians
50 Saucy stuff 51
51 Partof a
metaphor for 55 58
magnificence o RS TR - —1 =SSN S
52 Vowelless - - %
Scrabble 61 62
play

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2023 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.coM  6/10/23

TODAY'S
ANSWER

‘g3dvHL
38 NVO SHGIDILGY
A INBYW_SQUOM
3L ATNO ¥3NIMON

83qVde
[ EL-T ) Q3Syva
Q3Yyvds * S3d4VH0 *

1SQUOM 3Ig3aIHL T13IIS
O4 INPISSOd S! 4t

NOILNTOS

41 =

|
+
|
|

a-xuwcjizowojos-a

o
a
v
IS
d
S
n
I

|
|

§ bt WS oo

L= Dx

vk

Springfield Sallies second basewoman Mary Moore tags out Gert Alderfer, a player on the Chicago Colleens, during a 1950
game in the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

teaching her how to judge a high fly ball
and to not run in too far.

Lake, she recalled, even took them to
Tiger Stadium a few times in the late
1940s, where the kids got autographs
from players, including Hank Greenberg
and Hal Newhouser.

A League of Their Own

As a child, Moore was unawatre of the
All-American Girls Professional Base
ball League, which Major League Base-
ball owners began in 1943 to help keep
the sport in the public eye while most
able-bodied men were fighting World
War II.

Even the idea of being on an orga-
nized team was foreign to Moore, who
said there were no sports teams for girls
in high school at the time. Instead, girls
were allowed to take one hour of gym
their senior year, the extent of sports ac
tivities they were provided

Moore learned about the chance to
play for pay from her English teacher at
Lincoln Park High School

And after she graduated in January
1950, Moore went with other young
women from the area to practice ball at
the Kronk recreation gym in Detroit
One of those women, Helen Filarski,

took Moore to a tryout in Indiana in 1950
at which there were about 100 girls and
women vying for spots on two teams of
15 that would travel the country to play
exhibition games against each other.

Moore credits her experience playing
basketball and softball for Wyandotte
Chemicals in helping her land a spot on
the Springfield Sallies. After two weeks
of training, Moore and her 14 team-
mates, as well as the 15 members of the
Chicago Colleens, started traveling by
bus. They played baseball in 21 states
and Canada.

Those were thrilling times for a 17
year-old when jobs were scarce, but she
was getting paid $46 per week on tour:
$25 inbase pay with an additional $21in
untaxable meal money.

“(It was) good pay for traveling and
doing what you loved to do,” she said.

She was seeing new places and meet-
ing new people, including baseball he
roes Joe DiMaggio, Phil Rizutto and Yogi
Berra before playing a game in Yankee
Stadium. While in New York, she also
visited Radio City Music Hall and Coney
Island.

“You could do things during day,
shopping or a movie, aslong as you were
back by the time the bus was leaving to
go to the ball field,” Moore said. “It was

very exciting, to be away from home and
earn money and do what you were lov-
ing to do. You couldn’t ask for anything
more back then.”

Her parents were supportive, happy
their daughter had a job. Her father, a
General Motors tool and die maker, and
mother, a housewife, had gotten by OK
during the hard times of the war, but
“sure didn't have a whole lot.”

They did have a lot to cheer forin1950
as their daughter led the Springfield Sal-
lies in every category, including games
played, 77; hits, 75; total bases, 96; runs
scored, 65; runs batted in, 48; and home
runs, 3.

But she never reached those num-
bers again. Disaster was coming.

An off-season accident,
comeback, and
career-ending injury

After playing that season with the
Sallies, Moore was drafted by the Battle
Creek Belles in1951. However, before the
season began, she suffered an accident
ather offseason job at a small auto parts
factory. A punch press machine came
down on her right hand, severing parts

See PRO, Page 7A
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of two fingers and damaging two more
“That kinda hampered me for the ‘51
season,” Moore said. “I went to spring
training and they wouldn't keep me be
cause they didn’t want to be liable
The team called her in just before the
end of the season because they were
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