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Lyon Township fire chief to retire
after 36 years of public service

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LYON TOWNSHIP — Fire Chief Ken
Van Sparrentak has seen both joys and
tragedies in nearly four decades of re
sponding to emergencies.

He said he helped deliver a prema-
ture baby in the back of an ambulance
and celebrated the birthday boy at a

Bob’s Big Boy
spinoffs set
to open in
Farmington,
Plymouth
Township

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON Two new Bob’s
Big Boy eateries are coming to metro

Baydoun said he is hiring and training
staff and putting the finishing touches
in place at the new Bob's Big Boy at
32704 Grand River Ave. In Plymouth
Township, his nephew, Habib Bay-
doun, plans to open a Bob's Big Boy at
40835 Ann Arbor Road sometime this
fall.

Get a Slim Jim in the drive-thru

If everything goes according to
plan, the welcome mat will go out at
the Farmington location within the
next two weeks.

“Every minute, there’s a car going
through the drive thru,” said Al Bay-
doun, who also owns the full-service
Big Boy restaurant in Garden City. “Ev-
ery minute somebody walks to my
door: ‘When you gonna open? We can’t
wait anymore.’ The feedback I'm get-
ting is amazing, I think we should do
really well here.”

See BIG BOY, Page 9A
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party a year later. He has mourned the
loss of an entire family in a house fire
He has pulled an unconscious man from
another blaze and rushed to render aid
to countless other victims of accidents
and medical emergencies

In a career in which the pendulum
swings wildly from the highest of highs
to the lowest of lows, he is ready for a
more even keel.

Van Sparrentak has announced his
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retirement effective Sept. 1—his 10-year
anniversary as chief of the Lyon Town
ship Fire Department

‘I've been considering retirement for
awhile,” Van Sparrentak said. “But hit
ting the 10-year mark at Lyon Township
and 36-year mark in fire service—both
are milestones and it is time for some
one else

See FIRE CHIEF, Page 4A

The Drip Don, left, and ConnorTV in their new luxury sneaker store on Grand River Avenue in Farmington.

Lyon
Township
Fire Chief
Ken Van
Sparrentak
will retire
effective
Sept. 1.
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HOMETOWN
LIFE.COM
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Internet personalities
open luxury sneaker store

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON — For two local
sneakerheads, SHOP on Grand River
Avenue is a dream come true.

Social media personalities Hasan
Habhab and Connor Gorman met
through making videos for YouTube and
TikTok and hit it off so well that they de
cided to go into business together. Hab
hab has owned The Smoke Don, which
isin the suite next to SHOP, for six years
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“l have dreamed of owning a sneaker
store since | was a kid, and I know it's
something he’s always wanted to do
too,” said Habhab, who has over
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See SNEAKERS, Page 9A
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Shoot-out at Livonia party store
leaves one dead, two wounded

Susan Bromley

NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA A 27-year-old Redford
woman is dead after she was shot in an
argument with a stranger at a Livonia
party store early this morning, police
said

The suspect in the killing, a 24-year-
old Detroit woman, is in custody after an
acquaintance of the victim shot her in
return

According to a Livonia Police press

Tool and
die shop in
Westland
to become
marijuana
business

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WESTLAND — The owner of a tool
and die shop is changing his business
strategy to stay afloat.

His next venture? Marijuana.

“Times change,” said Gregory Ray-
mond, owner of Ray Industries, which
is currently known as R&A Tool and
Engineering Co. “The zoning on my
property has changed so we're apply-
ing for this license to try and stay in
business somehow. It'll keep some of
my people going and keep that build-
ing occupied.”

City council unanimously approved
Raymond’s request to open a marijua
na microbusiness in his current shop
at 39127 Ford Road. A microbusiness li-
cense allows the owner to grow and
process up to 150 marijuana plants at

Rutkowski said. “This isn't an addi
tional full retail dispensary going into
Ford Road. It’s a microbusiness, which
is a different kind of business.”

R&A Tool and Engineering Co. has
been in Westland since 1968. Raymond
said he's seen a changing community
and has needed to trim staffing over
the years. He is planning a roughly $1
million investment into the new Ray
Industries business and pledged to do-
nate $500 to the Lighthouse Home
Missions nearby on 34033 Palmer
Road

According to Raymond, Ray Indus-
tries will open in roughly three months
while the tool and die business gradu-
ally ceases operations.

stankersle@hometownlife.com
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release, officers responded at 12:53 a.m.
July 18 to a call of shots fired in the park-
ing lot at 13820 Merriman Road, where
Nicholas Party Shop is located.

Upon arrival, they found the victim
dead from an apparent gunshot wound.
The suspect and a male acquaintance of
hers were also shot and wounded by a
male acquaintance of the victim.

According to police, a preliminary in-
vestigation revealed that the two wom-
en had a verbal argument inside the
store, which carried on when they exit-
ed and went to the parking lot. The sus

pect fired a handgun at the victim, kill
ing her

An acquaintance of the victim, a 25
year-old Detroit man, then returned fire
with a handgun, striking the suspect
and her acquaintance, a 24-year-old
Warren man, both of whom were treated
at a local hospital and released.

The suspect, a concealed pistol li
cense holder, was taken into custody
without incident. The Detroit man who
shot the suspect has an expired con
cealed pistol license and was also taken
into custody at the scene without inci

dent

Livonia Police Lt. Charles Lister said
it appears none of the persons involved
in this incident knew each other. The
names of the parties involved are being
withheld at this time.

Weapons have been recovered and
evidence is still being processed, Lister
said. Once the investigation is complet-
ed, it will be turned over to the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 417
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

Legislator requests formal
audit of Hawthorn Center

String of concerns
raised over youth
psychiatric hospital

Christina Hall
Detroit free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

A state senator from metro Detroit
is requesting a formal audit of Haw-
thorn Center in Northville Township,
the state’'s youth psychiatric hospital
where an unannounced active shooter
drill was held four days before Christ-
mas.

State Sen. Michael Webber, R-
Rochester Hills, said July 17 he sent a
letter to Michigan Auditor General
Doug Ringler requesting a formal audit
after concerns about the unan-
nounced drill, children escaping the
facility and relocating youth in the
center into an adult psychiatric facility
while the center is razed and a new fa-
cility is built.

Webber held a listening session last
week for families of loved ones who
say they have suffered in the care of
Hawthorn Center and the Michigan
Department of Health and Human

Services’ Child Protective Services

yblems ¢

‘Too many young
people are suffering’

The letter to Ringler also was signed
by state Sen. Jim Runestad and state
Reps. Tom Kuhn, Jamie Thompson
and Mark Tisdel, all Republicans from
metro Detroit, who also participated in
the listening session.

In a news release, Webber said sto-
ries from families ranged from “heart-
breaking to tragic; too many young
people are suffering when they are
supposed to be protected.”

The most recent auditor general re-
view of Hawthorn Center was con-
ducted in 2014 on the effectiveness of
its operations, including a timeliness
of assessments, medication inventory
monitoring and internal incident in-
vestigative processes, according to
Webber's release.

That audit, the release states, did
not focus on patient care or clinical de-
cisions, staff opinions about patient
treatment or the effectiveness of the
Office of Recipient Rights at the Cen-
ter, which is responsible for patient
treatment complaints.

The lawmakers are seeking an up-
dated performance audit of the center
including reviews of:

e Patient care and staff opinions
about treatment.

During the active shooter drill, Brandon Woodruff was met by police with their
guns drawn. sa |

e Clinical decisions

e The causes of patient escapes and
the circumstances involving the active
shooter drill in December

In his letter, Webber added that it
may be worthwhile to review whether
communication delays between the
center and the state health department
have contributed to errors.

Review of drill finds
no violations of policy

At least 17 patients have escaped
from the center since 2020, according to
the release from Webber's office and let
ters he sent to Democratic colleagues.

Center officials and the state health
department are under fire in lawsuits
stemming from the unannounced active
shooter drill in December that terrified
staff and brought a large police presence
to the center with guns drawn.

An internal review of the incident
found no policies or work rules were vi-
olated when the center held the unan-
nounced active intruder drill, according
to documents and emails obtained by
the Free Press through a Freedom of In
formation Act request with the state
health department.

A State Hospital Administration in
vestigator who reviewed the Dec. 21 un
announced drill at Hawthorn Center
said in a March memorandum that the

vith p ommunication and inade
quate staffing for the circumstances.

Two lawsuits have been filed by fam
ilies and/or employees, including one
who was tapped to roleplay one of the
two active armed shooters.

The state plans to raze the center and
temporarily is housing youth patients at
the Walter P. Reuther Psychiatric Hospi-
tal in Westland, where adults are treat
ed, while a new $325 million inpatient
psychiatric hospital for youth and
adults is being built

Hawthorn Center patients and staff
were moved to a separate unit at the
Walter P. Reuther Psychiatric Hospital
at the end of June, Lynn Sutfin, state
health department spokesperson, said
in an email Tuesday to the Free Press.
She said as of July 1, Hawthorn Center is
no longer an accredited entity.

Webber said he has concerns about
youth and adult being housed under the
same roof.

In regard to the requested audit, Sut-
fin said, “The health and safety of our
staff and patients is our top concern.”
She said Michigan's state hospitals are
accredited by The Joint Commission
“and are committed to providing evi-
dence-supported, person-centered in-
patient care to individuals in an envi-
ronment thaf values compassion, col-
laboration and community reintegra-
tion.”

Two charged in fatal shooting of Redford woman

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — Two people have been
charged in connection to the fatal
shooting of Redford resident Markayla
Sadler, 27, in a Livonia party store
parking lot

Lania Julieah Conn, 24, of Detroit is
charged with one count of second-de
gree murder and one count of felony

v ’

firearm, according to a press release
from Wayne County Prosecutor Kym
Worthy. Cory Leniel Campbell, 25, also
of Detroit, is charged with one count of
carrying a concealed weapon, the re
lease said

According to Livonia police, officer:
were called to a party store in thel3800
block of Merriman Road for a reported
shooting shortly before 1 a.m. July 18
Officers found Sadler dead in the park
ing lot with an apparent gunshot wound

to the head

A preliminary investigation revealed
that the two women, Sadler and Conn,
had an argument inside the store. The
argument carried over into the parking
lot, where Conn is accused of shooting
and killing Sadler with a handgun.

Conn and Campbell are expected to
be arraigned July 21 before Magistrate
Barbara Scherr in 16th District Court

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at
lcolvin@hometownlife.com.
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City wins would
temporarily cost
Dems the chamber

Clara Hendrickson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan Democrats could soon lose
their majority in the state House with-
out losing an election. At least tempora-
rily.

Two Democratic state
representatives are run-
ning for mayor in their re-
spective cities: Kevin
Coleman in Westland
and Lori Stone in Warren.
If they win, they'll vacate
their seats in the Legisla-
ture early before finish-
ing their terms.

Their mayoral bids
come after they were
both reelected to the
state House with historic
victories for their party:
Democrats secured con-
trol of both chambers of
the Legislature for the first time since
1983. Democrats used their new - but
narrow - majorities to undo GOP labor
laws, enact new gun safety measures
and remove abortion restrictions.

City elections this fall could usher in
another shift in state politics, one that
hasn’t occurred in nearly 30 years. If
both Coleman and Stone win mayoral
elections, they would leave behind a
split state House with 54 Democrats
and 54 Republicans. The last time the
chamber was evenly divided along par-
tisan lines was in 1994.

Both Coleman and Stone said Demo-
cratic control of the Legislature compli-
cated their decisions to seek local office.

“It'd be an easy thing to stay at the
state and continue the great track rec-
ord that we have, but I'm not willing to
let my hometown suffer because I didn't
step up and do the right thing,” Coleman
said. He sees a “void in leadership” in
Westland and decided to run following
former Mayor Bill Wild's decision to step
down after serving since 2007.

“I love what I do in the Legislature,”
said Stone. “And now I'm in the majority
which I've worked so hard for.” But she
said she decided to follow calls from her
constituents urging her to run because
she said she didn't see her values re-
flected in the field of mayoral cand

late
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7, they'll be sworn into office after the re
sults are certified. It's up to Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer to call a special election.
She’s expected to do so quickly. (Michi-
gan election law doesn't stipulate a
deadline for the governor to call a spe-
cial election.) The Secretary of State's
office estimates it will take approxi-
mately 120 days to hold a special elec-
tion if there’'s a vacancy in a state repre-
sentative's seat.

If Coleman and Stone win their may-
oral races, leaving their seats in Lansing
vacant for months will have little impact
on state politics, they said. Both point
out that their caucus has already moved
quickly to pass key Democratic priori-
ties and expect to see a greater focus on
bipartisanship when lawmakers return
after the summer break. But others see
the potential loss of a Democratic ma-
jority - even if temporary - putting a
damper on Democrats’ legislative agen-
da.

ral eiections ol NO'

What happens if they win?

For Coleman and Stone, the transi-
tion from state representative to mayor
would come with upsides: a shorter
commute, a higher salary and longer
terms. d

When it comes to the impact in Lan-
sing, their bids set up a few different
outcomes depending on the results of
their elections. If Coleman and Stone
both lose their mayoral races, they won't
have to vacate their seats and can serve
the remainder of their terms in the
House, allowing Democrats to keep
their majority without any interruption.
If only one of them wins, that still leaves
Democrats with a workable 55-54 ma-
jority. But if both win, that leaves Demo-
crats with a 54-54 tie with Republicans.
Under this scenario, Tate would con-
tinue to serve as speaker with Demo-
crats chairing committees and deciding
which bills come to the floor for a vote.
(The House rules only allow a new
speaker election to be called in the event
of a 55-55 split.)

Losing both seats will fundamentally
transform the political dynamics in the
chamber, said Brandon Dillon, the for

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM f A Y 23

Mayoral bids could rearrange House

Lori Wilson (left), the recording secretary for the Westland Democratic Club, sits
next to Arthur Warren (right), who chairs the club, on May 12, 2023.

CLARA HENDRICKSON

mer chair of the Michigan Democratic
Party. “Everything will have to be bipar-
tisan,” he said. “That’s just the reality.”

While both Coleman and Stone
would vacate seats in safe Democratic
districts that would likely be filled by
another Democrat, their absence could
shorten the window for passing Demo-
cratic priorities ahead of House elec-
tions in 2024.

Gun control measures, environmen
tal legislation, LGBTQ rights and protec-
tions for reproductive rights are among
the Democratic policy proposals at risk
of stalling, said Adrian Hemond, the
CEO of the Lansing-based political con
sulting firm Grassroots Midwest who
worked in the Michigan House the last
time Democrats controlled the cham-
ber.

“Anything that there is not some
amount of bipartisan agreement on as
an opening bid is potentially at risk,” he
said. “It's a pretty broad list of policy ini
tiatives that at a minimum, this could
cause some potential delay. And de
pending on the timing of special elec
tions based on when the governor calls
them, that puts them bleeding into an
election year trying to get stuff done
that you don't have bipartisan agree
ment or

Ol¢

definitely believe that regardle
my race ends, it doesn’t change the dy
namics in Lansing,” Stone said.

Some Democratic lawmakers have
expressed support for the decision to
seek local office. For instance, state Rep.
Dylan Wegela, D-Garden City, wants
Coleman to win because he expects
Coleman to bring greater transparency
in local bidding, government and polic
ing. “Lansing’s important, but so is local
government,” Wegela said.

But Lori Wilson, recording secretary
for the Westland Democratic Club ex
pressed concerns that Democratic pri
orities would be at risk in Lansing. She
said in an interview in May that she
would prefer to see Coleman finish his
term in the state House. If he becomes
mayor, “only time will tell what will hap-
pen,” she said.

Democrats who might prefer Cole-
man and Stone stay put in Lansing can't
do much to keep the representatives in
state politics. Pushing back is almost
impossible, said former Michigan Dem-
ocratic Party chair Mark Brewer. Those
interested in stopping their bids don't
really have any leverage, he said.

House GOP Leader Matt Hall, R-Rich-
land Township, celebrated Coleman
and Stone’s decision to run for mayor.
“They both have my support, that's for
sure,” he said - followed by a brief
chuckle — on a podcast interview with
MIRS earlier this year.

A question from the Free Press on the
mayoral campaigns posed to House
Speaker Joe Tate, D-Detroit, also
prompted laughter. But his may have
signaled his discomfort with what lies
ahead.

He said maintaining a Democratic
majority is one of the most important
jobs he has. Tate celebrated what Dem-
ocrats have done with their new power
in the Legislature so far. “But I think it
will definitely slow things down,” he
said when asked about the potential
even partisan split in the state House
Coleman and Stone's mayoral bids
could leave him.

‘Warren is the biggest
small town in Michigan’

Stone is a lifelong Warren resident
and former teacher. She didn't specify
exactly when she decided to jump into
the mayoral race, but she said that she
knew it was a possibility when voters
reelected her last fall to a third term to
the state House with 67% support.

Since then, Stone has been busy with
no break from the campaign trail. When
she’s back home in Warren, she said
she’s knocking on voters’ doors four
days a week and phone banking when
she’s in Lansing. That's how to win an
election without money, she said.

She’s one of six candidates vying to
serve as Warren's next mayor. The field
became less crowded when longtime
Mayor Jim Fouts was declared ineligible
to seek a fifth term.

One of her opponents in the race -
City Council President Patrick Green
questioned why Stone sought reelection
to the state House if she was eyeing a
mayoral bid the next year

“Then why did you run?” he said. “Ev
eryone | know in Lansing is concerned
about it.”

But Stone said she loves where she’s
from and if elected as mayor wants to
prioritize investing in parks and recrea-
tion, economic development and senior

her mayoral campaign sign featuring
her name in bold, purple text, her favor
ite color.

Stone stopped by to greet 88-year
old Genevieve Lane. “I'll support her as
long as I can,” Lane said. She said fixing
Warren's roads is her biggest priority as
a voter.

For others, like Stone campaign vol
unteer Gerald Hasspacher, environ

3A

mental issues top the list
Mac nb County really [ar "Hh'lwd
QOaklana ty on envir nental ac
tion, and we need to catch u e said
He said that Warren city leaders als
haven’'t done enough to create a com
munity feeling in urban planning. "l

think we're more focused on making
sure that we have malls, and that you
can buy anything you want close to
home,” he said. Meanwhile, he said the
city is failing to attract young people
“We've been stuck in the 1960s.”

At 43, Stone is the youngest candi
date in the race

‘My heart is here’

Unlike Stone - who hopes voters will
elect her to local office for the first time
after working in state politics - Cole
man has experience serving at the local
level. He previously served on Westland
City Council, lost a bid to Wild for mayor
in 2017 and went on to win election to

the state House in 2018.

“l find statewide policy intriguing,
and I enjoy the work that I do,” he told
the Free Press in May. “But | think my
heart is here, in the community.”

“There’s a lot of need here, and 1|
think I can make an even stronger im
pact leading the city as mayor,” he add-
ed

He's one of six mayoral candidates
competing in the August primary.

From his post in Lansing, he has criti-
cized one of his opponents in the race:
interim Westland Mayor Mike Londeau
who's finishing out the remainder of
Wild's term. Coleman accused Londeau
of sitting on videos showing the city's
then-police chief verbally harassing
and humiliating citizens as a patrol offi
cer 20 years ago by asking detainees to
sing, breakdance and perform a head-
stand to avoid jail time.

“Like they're in a minstrel show,” said
Wilson from the Westland Democratic
Club.

Londeau ultimately supported the
chief’s resignation, but the fallout is
continuing to play out in the mayoral
race.

The next mayor will have to contend
with the “perception of Westland as a
non-welcoming city in regards to the
police department,” said Arthur Warren,
chair of the Westland Democratic Club.
“I think that's going to be a challenge for
a lot of mayors. If they're truly talking
about being ‘An All American City’, they
have to get rid of that perception,” he
said, referring to Westland’s motto.

The upcoming mayoral primaries in

1 W and Wi decid

d Stor dva

ectic \nd

wha store for Democrats in Lan
sing.

But one thing is clear to the chair of
the Westland Democratic Club from
Democrats’ first several months in pow-
er: their majority in Lansing is fragile.
And even a safe Democratic seat is not
certain to stay blue. “There’s no guar-
antees of what will happen,” Warren
said.
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
CITY OF NOVI, MICHIGAN
AUGUST 8, 2023 ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the City of Novi, Novi Community School District

Notice is hereby given that a special election will be held in the City of Novi on Tuesday,
August 8, 2023. The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the following locations:

1 Meadowbrook Congregational Church
2 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
3 Village Oaks Elementary School
4&6 Church of the Holy Family
5 Orchard Hills Elementary School
7 Department of Public Works
14 Crosspointe Meadows Church

5 Faith Community Church
18 Nowvi Public Library
19 Legacy Church of Novi
20 & 21 Novi Middle School
23 Novi Meadows 6th Grade House

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Novi Community School District voters will be voting for

NOVI COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL
19 MILLS FOR 11 YEARS EXEMPTING PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE AND OTHER
PROPERTY EXEMPTED BY LAW, AND 5.49 MILLS FOR 11 YEARS ON ALL PRINICPAL
RESIDENCE AND OTHER PROPERTY OTHERWISE EXEMPTED BY LAW

NOVI COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL
FOR PUBLIC RECREATION AND PLAYGROUNDS 0.9365 MiLL FOR 10 YEARS

Full text of the ballot propositions may be obtained as the administrative office of Novi
25345 Taft Road. Novi, Michigan,

A sample ballot may be viewed at mi.gov/vote

Absentee ballots are available for all elections; registered voters may contact the City of Novi
voter ballot

Help America Vote Act (HAVA
btaining the instructions in these alternativ
Clerk

Abilitie

21355 Meadowbrook Road
41415 W. Nine Mile Road
23333 Willowbrook Road
24505 Meadowbrook Road
41900 Quince

26300 Lee BeGole Drive
29000 Meadowbrook Road
44400 West Ten Mile Road
45255 West Ten Mile Road
45301 West Eleven Mile Road
49000 Eleven Mile Road
25299 Taft Road

48374-2423, telephone:

voting instructions will be available in

in advance of the lection

All polling
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Fire chief
Continued from Page 1A

Van Sparrentak, who turns 59 next
month, found his calling right after his
1983 graduation from Aquinas High
School in Southgate. While on a trip to
southern California that summer, he
met a friend’s uncle and was intrigued
by his stories of working as a forestry
firefighter

“It was fascinating to me that he
could be gone for weeks at a time, and
he managed prison crews, which blew
my mind,” Van Sparrentak said. “Here
they were giving prisoners sharp tools
and axes to do hard grunt work to clear
brush. I thought 1 would take classes
and see how it went.”

He enrolled in a fire science degree
program at Henry Ford College and
started looking for a job in the field but
recalls that it was difficult to get into a
department in those days. Unlike now,
when departments struggle to recruit
firefighters, Van Sparrentak was up
against hundreds of applicants.

He felt lucky to be hired by the Fern-
dale Fire Department in 1987 as a fire-
fighter/EMT, where he stayed for 16
years before becoming the fire chief of
Walled Lake in 2003 where he stayed for
a decade before landing the top spot at
the fire department in Lyon Township, a
community that has been one of the
fastest growing in the county and in the
state.

“The township has grown and seen
significant changes and he was instru-
mental in a lot of them,” said Assistant
Chief Reggie Madeline, who began his
own fire career in Lyon Township in
2004 as a paid on-call firefighter.

Under Van Sparrentak, the depart-
ment began hiring full-time firefighters
in 2019, and now has 12 of them, for a to-
tal of 16 full-time employees in the de-
partment.

During his tenure, the department
has also gone from basic life support to
transport capability with two ambu-
lances, as well as large improvements to
apparatus, equipment and fire stations,
resulting in a better ISO fire rating and
reducing insurance rates in the town-
ship.

“These were all things he advocated
for, he always wanted to make sure we
had what we needed to do our jobs and
remain safe while doing it,” Madeline

O & EMEDIA

Ken Van Sparrentak rappels down a
building early in his career. The Lyon
Township Fire Chief is retiring after
36 years of public service, the past
decade in the township.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KEN VAN SPARRENTAK

said. “He helped us grow and made us a
stronger department. It's been a won-
derful experience working with the
chief. He's a great individual.”

Van Sparrentak said he’s happy to
have had the support of the township
board and firefighting staff buying into
the vision and growth for the township.
He's grateful for other changes includ-
ing attitudes toward mental health and
the need for support.

He recalls that when he began his ca-
reer, he worked with a lot of Vietnam
veterans who had been taught they
should just deal with trauma, to suck it
up and move on.

“Those were early messages, but we
have learned a great deal in recent dec-
ades on addressing mental health
stress,” Van Sparrentak said. “We're
bringing in crisis teams, just talking
more directly with firefighters... With
some of the most serious incidents, like
a plane crash or a bad car crash with fa-
talities, we will make sure there are re-
sources there for all firefighters in-
volved. We are acknowledging post-
traumatic stress or the potential for
that.”

A sense of humor and staying
grounded is vital to staying in a career
that revolves around high-stress situa-
tions, he added.

Van Sparrentak in Washington, D.C. for the laying of a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in Arlington Cemetery.

Administrative Assistant Mary Mo-
sesso said the chief has that and more.

“In dealing with the public, some-
times peculiar things occur,” she said.
“But he is just steady as a rock with ev-
erything, nothing ruffles his feathers.
He knows how to handle the situations
and Chief Van’s sense of humor is amaz-
ing. He's so quick-witted, he keeps us
laughing daily. It's going to be such a
loss (with his retirement).”

Van Sparrentak is looking forward to
spending more time with his wife of 32
years, Sandy, and their two daughters,
Murphy and Lauren, boating at their
new lakeside home in Fenton.

He will continue teaching at Oakland
Community College as he has since
2009, with a new degree program this
fall in homeland security and emergen-
cy management.

Van Sparrentak’s own education was
essential to his success and includes a
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bachelor’s in fire science from Madonna
University, completion of the executive
fire officer program through the Nation-
al Fire Academy, and the honor of being
the first member of Michigan'’s fire ser-
vice to be accepted into the master's
program at the Naval Post Graduate
School’s Center for Homeland Security
and Defense.

Van Sparrentak already runs the OCC
firefighter technology degree program
and offers classes fully online, another
way he hopes to attract young firefight-
ers to the career to which he dedicated
himself and which he said sped by.

“I'm going to miss it, but it feels like
it's time for the next chapter,” he said.
“I've enjoyed the time here and what
was accomplished by everyone.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan-
BromleyloO.

No matter your budget 7T

or style, you'll find the
perfect, maintenance-free
apartment home at Novi’s
premier community.

See MORE of our stunning L

floor plans!

Call 1-877-211-9301 for
your free'brochure, or
visit FoxRunNovi.com.

Fox Run

BY ERICKSONM SENIOR LIVING®

Novi
FoxRunNovi.com

1O10%

L R

LARGE ONE BEDROOM
[} — T = ] 1, =1l 11k Jj
— R A ho—
i 4| 7aN )/ " aY
— m X \“ \A =1
| | ] : ‘, | ‘ |
| 8- ettty |l
| ) | | |4 | ik
|
g’ | = el L
-l [ | |
} » ‘j “\ r Living Area | | T
| 1 | 12'3"x17'9" L
Bedroom b ,
| 12'47x13'g &
: ||
| T_ 1 |
5 | } B -
RS —= Walk-In =
= = Closet =
- — :
1 HEHAHH HAHE LeJ [ow)
' _[Bath] : Il s |
: Kitchen |L4--| \ |
- 87" x8'1" |
k i | d
| f ] f 1 i
I ‘ w/D ﬁJi | ! -
s, e e e et ST

2 N TR A SR g Sy o ST A g b e R ST R I T - B e

o Rl & o o Ad w mn

LA e T e e Y




Two longtime Northville Township
firefighters eye new opportunities

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.conmr
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE TWP. — Two of North
ville Township Fire Department'’s three
battalion chiefs recently retired and
while officials say they will be missed,
they believe qualified replacements
could be close at hand.

Battalion Chief Chris Koth, 52, who
started his career in Northville Town
ship in 1992 as a reserve police officer
retired July 15 to begin a new career in
boat repair

Battalion Chief Brian Siriani, 46
leaving the Northville Township com
munity after nearly 27 years of service
to begin a role as deputy chief of the
Brighton Area Fire Authority. His final
shift was July 16.

The vacancies created by the retire
ments could be filled from within the
department, according to Todd Mutch
ler, Northville Township manager and
director of public safety

“We definitely have qualified individ
uals,” Mutchler said. “In Northville
Township, we invest in our folks with all
kinds of professional development op
portunities. We look to grow people
from within, to prepare them for leader
ship roles within the organization.”

Northville Township created the po-
sition of battalion chief about five years
ago, Mutchler said. Koth and Siriani
were two of the first three people to
serve in the role, providing leadership,
direction, motivation and training for
each of the department’s three 24-hour
shifts, he said.

‘I'm proud of all of it’

As a reserve police officer, Koth's
early days in Northville Township in
cluded working in the motorcycle patrol
unit and as a reserve field training offi
cer while he rose to the rank of reserve
sergeant, the township said in a press
release.

“Battalion Chief Koth has dedicated
more than 30 years to the Northville

Northville Township Fire Department
Battalion Chief Chris Koth is retiring
July 15.

Chiet |
forthe
leadership he!
have \‘\Hlk\'él with him. He has ll"'it a
great job developing the new officers
who will fill his shoes

In 1996, Koth became an on-call fire
fighter and was hired as a dispatcher in
1998. He continued to work in all three
roles until he transitioned to full-time
firefighter in 2000
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