Will last year’s experience help
Giovannini lead South Lyon East?
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Plymouth City
Commission
rejects proposed
changes to
outdoor dining

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

PLYMOUTH — Restaurant owners
won't be seeing any city-mandated
changes to the outdoor dining scene in
downtown Plymouth, at least for the
time being.

At a crowded meeting in Caster
Park, the Plymouth City Commission
voted Aug. 7 to reject a proposal that
included two significant increases for
restaurants with patios: a hike in the
fees paid for outdoor dining space and
a lengthening of sidewalk clearance
required between buildings and pati-
0S.

The debate began July 17 when the
commission set out to combine and
update the city’s outdoor dining poli-
cies.

Initially, the proposal included rais
ing 1ates from $1.50 to $15 per square
foot of outdoor dining space, a 900%
increase many restaurant owners said
left them feeling blindsided. At the
Aug. 7 meeting, Mayor Nick Moroz
proposed instead a fee of $2 per square
foot, an increase of about 33 percent

t 1te f $1.50 ha

nar ;

1011C PIOf :'.:‘\ 1ave undoubtedly
increased over the last 10 years the
rate per square foot for patio dining
has not increased,” Moroz said.

Moroz also said 6 feet of minimum
sidewalk clearance on all streets
would require restaurants with out
door dining on public property to move
patios away from the building to “re-
duce meandering.” National standards
for urban planning, he noted, recom
mend 8 to 10 feet of sidewalk clearance
for optimal pedestrian walkability.

Moroz cast the sole vote in favor of
adopting the new policy, saying he be
lieved the commission, with help from
the Downtown Development Author-
ity, Chamber of Commerce and others
had gathered enough information to
make a decision.

Others had a different idea. While
every commissioner expressed sup-
port for the restaurant owners and a
desire to maintain the vibrancy of the
city’'s downtown, some commission-
ers felt a square-footage increase to

See DINING, Page 7A
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Northville couple on
Maui fires: ‘It really is as
bad as the news says it is’

The glow of wildfires can be seen in the distance, as well as emergency vehicles
on the highway ahead in this photo Patty Martin snapped in Maui on Aug. 9.
The Northville resident and her husband, Ken, left the island just a day after
their arrival. COURTE F PATTY MARTIN

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Wildfires weren't on Patty and Ken
Martin’s itinerary for their 30th anni-
versary trip.

But having seen the fallout of the di-
sastrous blazes on both the Big Island
and on Maui the past few days, the
Northville residents want those in
Michigan to know:

“It really is as bad as the news says it
is,” Patty said

The Martins’ dream Hawaii trip start-
ed well enough - they arrived on the Big
Island a week ago, saw some friends,
some rainbows, did some hiking and
visited Volcano National Park. Patty
noted there was a lot of wind from Hur
ricane Dora that was passing hundreds
of miles south of the islands. However,
other than warnings about using cau-
tion while pumping gas for their rental
car to avoid risk of fire, there was no in
kling of impending disaster until Tues
day

That da lav | )T € he Werse

Then the next morning, we thought,
‘What's going on in Maui?'” Patty Martin
said in an interview from across the
country

The couple called their Airbnb host,
and was told the air quality was good.
They now believe that was wishful
thinking on the part of the host, who
wasn't near Lahaina, where the wild-
fires were reported to have claimed 53
lives as of Thursday night

See FIRES, Page 4A

113-year-old Livonia bakery announces plans to close

and a declining interest in sweets as the
reason for closure

Awrey's Bakery is 113 years old. It's
known for sweets like cakes, cookies
and coffee cake.

Minnie Marie Bakers purchased Aw-
rey’s in 2013 after the company fell on
difficult financial times

If another buyer doesn'’t save the day
now, the bakery will close its doors for
good.

A company spokesperson said cus

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
LIVONIA A local institution is
planning to shut its doors for good.
Minnie Marie Bakers Inc., owner of
Awrey's Bakery on 12301 Farmington
Road, recently announced the compa
ny plans to close in September.
In its Aug. 1 press release, the com-
pany cited growing production costs

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) for Classified, Death
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscription, Back Copies,
Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom. Send press
releases, calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.com

)23

tomers would likely be able to continue
buying their favorite treats into October
if the Livonia outlet has to stop produc
tion in September,

Get the latest headlines for metro De-
troit every momning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
248-305-0448.
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Mike Skyring opens Men Bake Cookies,
gourmet treat shop

Susan Bromley

iomet ife

)AY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NEW HUDSON — Mike Skyring and
his wife Erin received a Kitchen-Aid
mixer as a wedding gift a decade ago
that sat in its unopened box until their
daughter Abby asked for decorated sug-
ar cookies for her fifth birthday.

That's when, three years ago, Skrying
discovered he had a talent and his busi
ness, Men Bake Cookies, was born.
Now, after outgrowing the kitchen in his
South Lyon home, the 4l-year-old is
opening a store at 56849 Grand River
Avenue

This was not my lifelong dream,” a
smiling Skyring said as he sat in his new
shop, the former location of Novella's
Pizza. “I did like making them, but then
it really took off and 1 can’t do it in my
house any more, my wife wanted the
kitchen counters back.”

Skyring, a Navy veteran, has a full-
time job working remotely as a research
compliance auditor for the VA Hospital
in Ann Arbor, but that hasn’'t kept his
cookie business from booming.

While he started with elaborately
decorated sugar cookies — and still cus-
tom makes them for special events — he
switched to making gourmet cookies
without icing, which he could finish
batches in minutes instead of days. The
cookies are oversized — 5 to 6 ounces —
and they are also largely successful: a
hit every week at the South Lyon Farm-
ers Market with a loyal following.

“1 wouldn't be here without my cli-
ents and customer base,” Skyring said.
“The support is amazing.”

Skyring rotates cookie flavors
monthly, but has six standard offerings
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Men Bake Cookies will have a grand
opening Aug. 20.

that will always be somewhere in the ro
tation, including a gourmet chocolate
chip with semi-sweet and dark choco-
late chips; lemon meringue, featuring
homemade baked meringue pieces,
lemon zest and white chocolate chips;
chocolate chip cashew; pistachio toffee;
M&M chocolate chip; and choco funfet-
ti, with a taste similar to vanilla birthday
cake.

This month, Men Bake Cookies also
has Cookie Monster, which, with the
help of blue food coloring, matches the
color of the Sesame Street character and
features Chips Ahoy and Oreo pieces.

Previous limited-edition cookies
have included blueberry cheesecake,
Almond Joy, strawberry shortcake, mint
Oreo, Some Beach (featuring pineapple,

in New Hudson

Mike Skyring, owner of Men Bake Cookies, with a selection of his gourmet treats
at his new storefront, located at 56849 Grand River Ave. in New Hudson. PHOTOS
BY SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

coconut and rum) and PB Big Boi.

Skyring said it doesn't take him long
to develop recipes, just some trial and
error. He is currently working on a ba-
nana bread recipe and is always looking
for a fun, new cookie to make.

Five-ounce cookies are $5 each, with
6-ouncers like Cookie Monster and the
PB Big Boi going for $6 apiece.

The cookies stay fresh for four to five
days and freeze well, he added. Men
Bake Cookies also has cinnamon rolls
for $4 each and both the rolls and cook-
ies can be enjoyed with a cup of Free-

dom Hill coffee.

Skyring is planning a grand opening
of Men Bake Cookies Aug. 20. The store
will be open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 10 a.m. to
7 p.-m. Thursdays.

For now, catch Skyring and his cook-
ies in person at the South Lyon Farmers
Market on Saturdays or order online at
menbakecookies.com.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan
Bromleylo.

Growing charter school plans
2nd location in Plymouth Twp.

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

rowing and needs PacC(
commodate students.

Opened in 2019, the charter school
currently operates at 14356 Genoa
Court and plans to break ground this
fall on a second building on a 22-acre
parcel at 12401 Ridge Road, between
North Territorial and Powell roads.

Preliminary site plans and architec-
tural drawings include a 57000-
square-foot school building with two
wings separated by a large courtyard
in the first of a two-phase plan.

Each wing will contain 10 class
rooms, with a cafeteria, band room,
gymnasium and locker rooms situated

City of Novi
Public Hearing Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Zoning Board of Appeals for the City of Novi will
hold a public hearing on SEPTEMBER 12th, 2023, at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers of
the Novi Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider:

PZ23-0027 (Jonathan Jacob) 1619 West Lake Drive, East of West Park Drive, South
of Pontiac Trail, Parcel 50-22-03-131-052. The applicant is requesting a variance from City
of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 5.1.2 to allow storage of one (1) recreational equipment or
trailer under 6 fi. tall in the front yard of a residentially zoned property between June 1st and
September 30th of each year This property is zoned One Family Residential (R-4)

PZ23-0028 (Ronnie & Wafaa Jamil) 1927 West Lake Drive, East of West Park Drive,
South of Pontiac Trail, Parcel 50-22-03-131-026, The applicant is requesting vanances
from City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a side yard sethack of 2.25 ft. (10 ft.
required, vaniance of 7.75 ft.), for an aggregate total of 45 ft. (25 fi. required, variance of
20.5 ft ); for an increase in lot coverage to 42.5% (25% maximum, vaniance of 17.6%) This
variance would accommodate the building of a new home. This property is zoned One-Family
Residential (R-4 o

PZ23-0032 (Nowak & Fraus Engineers/Audi) 24295 Haggerty Road, West of Haggerty
Road, North of Ten Mile, Parcel 50-22-24-476-030. The applicant is requesting a vanance
from City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.10.3.a to allow one overhead door to face a major
thoroughfare (Ten Mile Road). This property is zoned GGeneral Business (B-3)

PZ23-0033 (Henry Kozlowski) 1635 West Lake Drive, East of West Park Drive, South
of Pontiac Trail, Parcel 50-22-03-131-012, The applicant is requesting a vanance from City
of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 5.1.2 to allow storage of one (1) recreational equipment or
trailer under 6 ft. tall in the front yard of a residentially zoned property between June 1st and
September 30th of each year This property is zoned One Family Residential (R-4).

PZ23-0034 (Remodeling Star Inc) 1637 West LLake Drive, East of West Park Drive,
South of Pontiac Trail, Parcel 50-22-03-131-008. The applicant is requesting variances

from City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 3.1.5 for a front yard setback of 15 ft. (30 ft
required, vaniance of 15 ft.); for a side yard setback of 1 ft. (10 ft required, variance of 9 ft.); for
\n aggregate total of 8 ft (25 ft. required, variance of 17 ft.). This vanance would accommodate
the building of a second story addition on an existing home. This property is zoned One-Family
Residential (R-4

PZ23-0035 (814 Services LLC/Primrose Daycare and Swim School) 43455 Ten Mile

Road West of Novi Road, South of Ten Mile, Parcel 50-22-27-200-003. The applicant is

from City of Novi Zoning Ordinance Section 4.12 2.i.a to allow reduced

yutdoor recreation space for a daycare to 8,495 sq ft. (30,300 sq ft. area required based on the

estimated f children, variance of 21,505 sq ft.); and Section 4.12.2.ii.b to allow direct

to 10 Mile Road (vehicular access to and from a major arterial road is not allowed). This
oned Offic 0S-1

ting Ar1ance

umber

e Dervice

onone end of the building and an art lab,
science lab and administrative offices
on the other end.

A second phase of tt

e project cur

vv' y ¢

growth buth in addmg both dcpth and
breadth,” said Tyler Horning, the
school’s founder and current board of
directors president. “We started the
school because there was Interest in the
community to have another educational
outlet.

“We have lots of great schools and
lots of great options in the community,
but this resonates with a certain group
of families. It was kind of an unmet
need.”

In its inaugural year, the school en-
rolled students in kindergarten through
fifth grade and has added a new grade
each year.

When school starts this fall, Horning
said, the school will enroll 675 kinder-
garten through ninth-grade students in
its location on Genoa Court, with anoth-
er 300 on a waitlist for the future.

The new school on Ridge Road is ex-
pected to open in fall 2024 and will ini-
tially house students in grades 7 to 10,
with a plan to add a junior and senior

class the following two years.
Homing said the school will initially
operate hoth butldmgs hut hnpes even

tuallv t . 1

from school.

Horning said plans for the new
school included a traffic study, which,
he said, did not recommend any road
improvements to accommodate any
potential increase in traffic.

Homing declined to share the traffic
study with Hometown Life. A FOIA re-
quest has been submitted to the school.

According the the school’'s website,
the new building will be funded through
multiple sources, including fundraising
from a school gala, major gifts, founda
tions, and bond financing

Under state law, a charter school is
considered a public school and no ap-
proval is required by the city or town-
ship where they wish to locate. Plans for
the new school building do not require
the approval of Plymouth Township's
planning commission or board of trust-
ees.

The State of Michigan Bureau of Con-
struction Codes provides oversight of
such projects.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NORTHVILLE DISTRICT LIBRARY
Counties of Wayne and Oakland, Michigan

ON THE ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS IN THE LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE NORTHVILLE
DISTRICT LIBRARY.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Northville District Library, County
of Wayne, Michigan, will hold a public hearing on Thursday, the 24th day of August, 2023, at
6:30 p.m. in the Carlo Meeting Room of the Northville District Library, Northville, Michigan,
to consider the approval and adoption of the operating budget of the Northville District
Library for the fiscal year 2023-2024

Copies of the proposed budget are on file with the Library Director at the Northville District
Library, 212 West Cady Street, Northville. Michigan, for inspection during regular library
hours. At the public heaning, all citizens, taxpayers and property owners of the Northville
District Library District, comprised of the City of Northville and the Charter Township of
Northville, shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard in regard to the approval of the budget

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT
THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.

This notice is given by order of the Board of Trustees of the Northville District Library,
Counties of Wayne and Oakland, Michigan

THOMAS THOMPSON
SECRETARY

NORTHVILLE DISTRICT LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Any citizen requesting accommodation to attend this meeting, please contact Laura Mancini,
Library Director, at 248-349-3020, Extension 206

To obtain this notice in alternate formats, please contact Laura Mancini, Library Director, at
248-349-3020, Extension 206
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An 1884 church in New Hudson
returns to worship after half century

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NEW HUDSON — One of the oldest
structures in New Hudson, built in 1884
as the Methodist Episcopal Church, has
a complicated history, but now it's
about to return to its roots as a place of
worship.

During its nearly 140 years, the build-
ing was moved to make way for the wid-
ening of Grand River Avenue, housed a
United Methodist congregation that va-
cated it for a new building, and subse-
quently was used as a karate studio, as
well as by retailers selling furniture and
comic books, among other things.

Now, after more than half a century
of secular uses, the building at 56807
Grand River Ave. will return to its origi-
nal use.

“We think it’s cool that we get to re-
claim the space as a church,” said Nick
Ford, a pastor for the Mission Church
congregation, as he sat on a hardwood
dais inside the building next to co-pas-
tor Thomas Amos less than an hour af-
ter the two closed on the purchase of the
building. “From our perspective, it's a
really good thing to have it as church
again.”

Ford, who grew up in Milford, lived in
Phoenix for 20 years. But last year, he,
Amos, Clark Burau, who also pastors at
the church, and two other families
moved back to Michigan to “plant” a
church in Lyon Township, an area they
felt was under served.

When scouting the area for a loca-
tion, Ford noted new churches often
meet in theaters or schools, but the
school district doesn’t rent its buildings
for Sundays and no theater was avail-
able. They struggled to find a suitable
existing building to conduct services
and, at one point, even inquired about
using an airport hangar, but learned the
Oakland/Southwest Airport bylaws re-
quire aviation use.

At the time, Jodea Bella Home, a fur-
niture and home décor store, occupied

Nick [athe wa ilready

seallr he arched 10r¢ 1SS win
dows on the aay of closlr but there 1
much more to be done

Congregants are looKing to ralse at

least $110,000 to restore the main floor
of the building, which is estimated to be
just under 2,000 square feet. Renova
tions will include remodeling and ex
panding restrooms, tearing out drop
panel ceilings, upgrades for safety and
ADA compliance; and aesthetics

The basement, which v/as added
when the church was moved away from
the road around 1930, is a whole other

issue Ford and \lli-'\pl an to address af
ter the initial fundraising drive

While Amos said the current state of
the basement is “creepy,” eventually it
will be remodeled to become an educa
tional space.

Ford also would like to apply to get
the church listed on the National Regis
ter of Historic Places. If he is successful,
the church will join other local land
marks on the list

Amos and Ford hope to begin hosting
services in the church by Christmas for
their congregation of about 50.

Their intent is not to have a big con
gregation, Ford said, but to have one

that fits the community and to plant

more churches in under-served areas.

e g — e — .

“We don’'t want to be about seating
capacity, but about sending capacity -
training other disciples to start other
churches,” he said. “We see this church
as a great place to be a hub for that.”

bt e At 541
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what always has been known as “the old
church.”

The Mission Church began by meet
ing at Burau's house in Milford Town-
ship, then at Club Empowerment, a car-
dio drumming studio at 56320 Grand
River Ave. where they are still meeting.
But the pastors turned their eyes to the

Bheema’s Indian Cuisine
opens in New Hudson

Susan Bromley
etow
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

NEW HUDSON — Vatsala Upadhyay
and Lalita Kambhampati, foodies from
Farmington Hills, were among the first
to dine at Bheema’s Indian Cuisine,
which opened earlier this month.

The two were all smiles as they were
served spicy Bheema'’s paneer and chilli
chicken and took their first bites.

Their verdict? Delicious and worth
the drive to the restaurant located at
30474 Milford Road in New Hudson.

Hema Koneru is one of five partners
with ownership in Bheema’s, all of
whom have experience in Indian Cui-
sine, including at restaurants in Far-
mington Hills and Troy.

“We wanted to open our own restau-
rant and were looking around with
South Lyon in mind,” Koneru said.
“There has been no Indian restaurant in
Lyon Township for so long and it is
growing. We wanted to be the first and
that is how we decided to get in Lyon
Township, South Lyon and New Hud-
son.”

Koneru and his partners Naga Kan-
cherla, Raja Yarlagadda, Anil Kanaka-
medala and Praveen Kumar Bahadursha
pride themselves on offering authentic
Indian dishes, and their menu is éxten-
sive. It features all the classic favorites,
like butter chicken, chicken tikki masa-
la, tandoori chicken, and several varie-
ties of samosas and naan, but so much
more.

Bheema's has a special focus on bi-
ryani, an Indian mixed rice dish made
with spices, vegetables, and often,
meat. A map of India in the restaurant
pinpoints biryani from various regions.

The décor in the restaurant goes to
great lengths to invoke a feel for India.
Beyond the Indian imagery on the walis,
Koneru said the furniture in the restau-
rant is imported from India. The restau-
rant seats 42 in the main dining room
and another 40 in the adjacent party
hall that's available for reservations.

Most importantly, all the spices used
to create the distinct culinary experi-
ence are also imported directly from In
dia.

“It is difficult running a restaurant, to

Samosas, papad and butter chicken are
just a few of the dishes at Bheema's
Indian Cuisine in New Hudson.

SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

keep the same taste,” Koneru said. “We
are all passionate in the food business.
It’s difficult, but at the same time, we are
happy to do it.”

Koneru, a native of Vijayawada in the
Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, arrived
in the United States in 2015 to earn his
master’s degree in business administra-
tion from Trine University in-Angola,
Ind. He decided to stay for both the cul-
ture and opportunities he found in
America.

Now, he hopes Bheema's and the In-
dian food culture he and his partners
bring will be welcomed, which he said it
appears to be.

“A lot of people are happy we are in
the community,” Koneru said. “And we
are so excited to be in Lyon Township.
We are hoping we will be so busy.”

Bheema's Indian Cuisine, 30474 Mil
ford Road, is open Tuesdays, Wednes
days and Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and 5:30-10 p.m.; Saturdays
and Sundays from 11:30 a.m. t0 2:30 p.m
and 5:30-1 p.m. and Sundays from
11:30 am. to 2:30 pm and 5:30
9:30 p.m. Closed Mondays

Carry-out is available. Call 248-667
8223.

S ST A

Thomas Amos and Nick Ford are pastors who are restoring this 1884 building in
New Hudson to use as Mission Church. The structure has not been used as a
church in mare than 50 years. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Amos envisions conducting worship
services in the small space as it was
done more than a century ago.

“The way church was done over 100
years ago, in 1884, is what this church
was built for,” he said. “Someone I never
met designed this building to do what I
am going to do. It's like using my Grand-
dad’s hammer, I still have to pound the
nails.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517
281-2412. Follow her on Twitter @Susan
Bromleylo.

old church this spring when the owner
of Jodea Bella Home announced the fur
niture store would relocate to South
Lyon.

While Ford and Amos are excited to
move into the church, it won’t be quick
or inexpensive: The building requires a
number of repairs and upgrades.

) .
SNorthville
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[he City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold public hearings to receive public
input on requests in regard to the City of Northville Zoning Ordinance to consider the
following variances

A. On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property located at
761 Horton St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-22-34-457-010. The
applicant is seeking three variances to construct a new garage:

1. The proposed garage exceeds the maximum permitted height. The variance needed
18 2.25 feet from the maximum permitted height of 14 feet for accessory structures in
Section 18.04

2. The proposed garage exceeds the maximum occupied area in the required rear yard
An accessory building may occupy up to 25% of the required rear yard. The proposal

occupies 29.4% of the required rear yard. The variance needed is 4.4% from the
maximum permitted 25% occupancy in Section 18.04
3. The exat ting garage 18 etback from the north (side !.p.lor['\ line b 2 9-feet, and

the north wall is located in the required side yard setback. The proposal extends the
north garage wall to the east (toward the street) by 4-feet. Therefore the pi-quh-’l:
18 expanding a non-conforming building. The needed variance is to expand a non
conforming building wall, located in the side yard setback, by 4-feet in Section 22.01

B. On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property located at 462-
466 East St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-01-0576-000. The
applicant is seeking an ordinance interpretation, and two variances to renovate an
existing duplex building. A two-family residential use (duplex) is not a permitted use in
the R-1B zoning district. Renovations will enclose a covered porch to expand one of the
duplex units. The requests include the following:

1. The Board of Zoning Appeals interpret the ordinance to determine if, by enclosing
a porch on a structure for future occupation as a non-conforming use, if this work
constitutes the need for a “use” variance per Section 25.04

2. If a use vanance is needed, then the applicant is requesting that a use variance be
granted to permit a two-family use in the R-1B zoning district per Section 25.04

3. The rear of the building is constructed within the rear yard setback, creating a non-
conforming building. The proposed building renovations will also add covered porches
to the rear of the building, expanding this non-conformity. The needed variances are a
rear-yard variance of 11-feet to construct the covered porches in the rear setback from
Section 16.01, and to permit expansion of a non-conforming structure from Section
22.01

C. On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property located at
113 High St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-01-0498-000. The
applicant is seeking three variances to construct a new garaye:

1. The proposed garage doesn't meet the required side yard setback. The variance
needed i8 4 feet from the required side yard setback of 5 feet for accessory structures
in Section 18.04

2. The proposed garage doesn’t meet the required rear yard setback. The variance
needed is 3 feet from the required rear yard setback of 5 feet for accessory structures
in Section 18.04

3. The proposed garage doesn’t meet the minimum distance required from the main
building. The variance needed is 2.3-feet from the requirement of 10-feet distance in
Section 18.04

The public hearing will be held on September 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance
requests

The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department

duning normal business hours of 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing
time. or on the City website www.ci.northyille.mj.us 'Service Build nd Plannin
Board of Zoning Appeals

Wrnitten comments to the BZA pertaining the proposed variance request must be submitted
no later than 4:30 pm, September 1, 2023, to the City Clerk at the above addre )r using the

City Hall drop box, or emailed to msmith@ci.northyille.mi.us

RYAN MCKINDLES, CHAIRPERSONM
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
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Patty and Ken Martin on the Big Island of Hawai

Fires

Continued from Page 1A

The Martins planned to stay in Kihei,
25 miles south of Lahaina

We probably shouldn't have come
but they made it sound like, ‘People are
still here,” Patty said. “But as soon as
you got to the airport you could tell the
workers are stressed, and the smoka
It was like a backyard bonfire you had
stood in front of all night long - with
smoke in your hair and clothes

Ken and Patty knew immediately
they had to leave, but flights were a
challenge. The earliest they could get
was Thursday morning, so the couple
sper t one l:]g‘)" at their ¢
Mauim

ondo and ha

one memorable

OAE

MEDIA

Grill, where Patty said she ate ginger
crusted Hawaiian swordfish. The food
was amazing, she said, but what she
may remember forever was the kind
ness and care of the restaurant employ
ees even as the island burned and their
future was uncertain

They want to talk about what they
have lost and they lost a lot in COVID
with 34% unemployment during the
Patty said. “Now with the
it may even be higher. The Hawai
ian people are so generous and kind
and doing their job, but you can tell they
really just want to go home. The big con
cern was that the harbor was burned
down. That is where all the food comes
in. The concern was how do you get food
to the island when it is shut down?

The Martins escaped Maui on Thurs

11Ng, nding a

pandemi(

nre

beautiful refuge

i celebrating their 30th anniversary Aug. 6. PH

in Kaua'i for the remainder of their Ha
waiian anniversary trip, but Patty will
never forget the worry she saw in the
eyes of those who live and work on
Maui. Her hope now is that mainlanders
will also remember them by making a
donation to one of the charities estab
lished for disaster assistance

Even when things are challenging, I
personally learn from it,” Patty said. “M}
role now 18 to make sure people know
this is serious and there are way
them to 'u‘lp

To learn how you can help
mauinow.com/2023/08/09/in-person
or-online-how-you-can support-maul
wildfire-relief

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
.;,.,,,,,,’..\, hometounlif 4
)81-2412. Follow her T'u

ymievl0

V1isit

com (0)4 21/

At Henry Ford Medical Center - Plymouth,

you can get all of your care in one place.

The Martins on their first day on the
Big Island of Hawaii at the Westir
Hapuna Beach Resort about a week
ago to celebrate their 30th wedding
anniversary. Three days later, wildfires
hit both the Big Island and their next
destination, Maui. The couple has
since left the island.

Travelers at the Kahului Airport in
Maui await flights off the island
Aug. 10. The Martins were among
those fleeing the island

Whether you live in Plymouth or nearby, we're proud to bring primary and specialty care closer to you—
including pharmacy, on-site imaging (3D mammography, MRI, CT and X-ray) and lab services. Our facility was
built just for you. And it's just minutes down the road. See a full list of services at henryford.com/plymouth

HENRY FORD HEALTH

Corner of Ann Arbor Road and N. Haggerty
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BUYING EVENT

SHOW INFO

BRING IN ALL YOUR
COLLECTIBLES FOR A
FREE EVALUATION

. 1-ON-1 EVALUATIONS|

WHEN: |
AUGUST 22 - AUGUST 26
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM

SATURDAY 10AM - 3PM

MORGAN DOLLAR ROOSEVELT DIME MERCURY DIME LIBERTY NICKEL
UP TO $100,000 1964 8 OLDER F ) $3,4 $4 500+

T WALKING LIBERTY FRANKLIN HALF KENNEDY HALF GOLD COINS U.S.
HOL'DAY INN HALF DOLLAR DOLLAR DOLLAR $300,000
UP TO $4,600+ UP TO $3,200+ PRE 1970 UP TO $400+

30000 VAN DYKE AVE,
WARREN, MI 48093

Off Van Dyke Ave/Common Rd
(Behind Prestige Cadillac Dealership)

GOLD COINS FOREIGN BARBER COINS WHEAT PENNIES BUFFALO NICKEL
JP TO $5.000+ UP TO $3,500+ UPTO $4,200-
SCARTAYN v UP TO $300,000+ L 5,

AMEFIIE-A

WASHINGTON

' o sty SILVER DOLLARS
- e SR : QUARTER
Al'“ : P TO $7.500 1964 & OLDER UP TO $600+ GRADEDCOINS&(?OMMFMORATIVES

JFANTASY o

T 10 AR MEN'S & WOMEN'S
B3 SRR | CLASS RINGS .999 FINE SILVER & GOLD

UP TO $500+« -

POP CULTURE

COLLECTIBLES &
MEMORABILIA
PAPER CURRENCY
PRE-1934

T
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| Runhenss®
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STERLING FLATWARE,

TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY METAL TOYS WAR MEMORABILIA
J C S ! S | ES
UP TO $20,000+ TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB R NG, MRRRES, PATCH
GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY, TONKA, MARX TOYS FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE
UP.TO $50,000+

GUITARS, AMPS,

BANJOS & MORE! WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

« ROLEX

e MARTIN
o PATEK PHILIPPE

* GIBSON « BREITLING

« FENDER o ELGIN

e GRETSCH e HAMILTON ZIPPO LIGHTERS, POCKET KNIVES, ANTIQUE

F « LONGINES

i UL e Lo FIREARMS (PRE-1899), & MORE |
o OMEGA

MORE « AND MORE

UP TO $125,000+ RUNNING or BROKEN
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Insert numbers 1-9 in each box
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N

with every row, column and 3x3
box containing the digits just

once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold

(hardest) RATING: GOLD
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BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING

Call 1-877-21179301 for
your free brochure, or
visit FoxRunNovi.com.

No matter your budget
or style, you'll find the

perfect, maintenance-free
apartment home at Novi’'s
premier community.

See MORE of our stunning

rve Brighton
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1 Large vesse
4 rt f \ded by

atherine the Great

10 First of all

14 Earnest appeal

16 Kin to Kristy

17 Spy taple

‘a adcas!
jebut of ‘96

19 Performer witk

Missy at the
Super Bowl
20 Inspiration
for Wagner's
operas
21 Goes flat?
22 Foster
24 Flowed to and fro
26 Seville “grilled
28 Comic relief?
31 Banker webinar

fferer
32 Word in two UN
nember Nnames

34 Pecuniary pledge
35 Article
36 Fire marshal's
measurement
38 Hong Kong
Avenue of Stars
honoree
39 Language
once written
in Cyrillic
41 Cry for
42 Hole
43 Kinds of kittie

Dener

45 Have an unpleasant

effect
47 Contributed to 49
48 Frazzle
49 Charger designation |56 57
51 Antes que 50 5
(most importantly)
53 Stand for 62 63 64
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or bottle

57 Reliabie 8 Military 31 Cre i
60 ) 18f i ) [
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2 Disruptively Surface Pen be cool'd™: Shak
3 Sword-and-sandal 25 34-wk. period 52 Track and field
cinema staple 26 First Bond song opener
4 Wasn?t resistant Oscar-winner 54 Beyond the horizon
5 Agcy. with a Most 27 Antonym 55 __ Bright (reflective
Wanted list of “astride’ sign brand)
8 Hungry or thirsty 28 Grounds 58 Québec's
7 Improved your 29 Home Alone hub d'Orléans
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Dining
Continued from Page 1A

$2 was insufficient and suggested rais-
ing the cost to $2.50 or more.

“There is a value to that property,”
Mayor Pro Tem Suzy Deal said. “One
segment of our community is using it for
personal gain. Yes, we encourage out
door dining, but we also have to be fair
to the rest of the community. It's public
property. It's all of our taxes paying for
this property.”

For many on the commission, side-
walk clearance was the bigger issue.

“While having a uniform standard is
appealing, our streets are not uniformly
laid out,” said Commissioner Alanna
Maguire, noting she felt more time and
work was needed before a decision
could be made. “Main Street does not
look the same as South Forest, and
South Forest differs greatly from Stark-
weather. Outdoor dining should be eval-
uated on a street-by-street basis to de-
termine what makes the most sense.”

Maguire also said she and other
members of the commission were sub-
jected to “vile, vitriolic and disgusting
condemnations” since news about the
proposed changes, which she did not
support, became public two weeks ago.

“All of us (commissioners), even
when we disagree with each other...are
fundamentally good and honest people
who dedicate a considerable amount of

M\Wﬁ b \A\ 2.4 i; \ |
'llﬂﬂ?l’“\"»

Photo: From Ieft downtown Plymouth restaurant owners gather Wednesday,
July 26 on Main Street: Sam Khashan of Sean O’'Callaghans Public House; Ryan
Yaquinto of Compari's, Sardine Room and Fiamma Grill; Billy Farwell of Penn Grill
& Bar; Dean Rovinelli of Barrio Cocina Y Tequileria; John Corsi, Pizza e Vino and
Barrio Cocina Y Tequileria; and Landon Garrett of Ironwood Grill and Park Place

Gastro Pub.

our time and talents in pursuit of what
we believe to be sound policies that best
balance the sometimes competing in

terests of multiple parties in our city,

she said, adding that commissioners re

ceive $20 pay per meeting. “Do we get it
right 100% of the time? No. But our
hearts are in the right place. None of us
does this job for the power, the prestige
certainly not the income. We all do this

The place

For details

and all rate tiers visit:

job because we love the city of Ply
mouth

Ryan Yaquinto, owner of Compari's
on the Park, Sardine Room and Fiamma
Grille, all on Main Street, said he was
not in favor of any policy that would re
quire him to move his patios away from
the outside wall of the buildings, where
they've been located since he

2000

opened 11

¢ 1 n<t the | lding
pedes
trafhic
ll{t'“-l“\
We've

er for 23

1d I'his will allov less
trian congestion from S€TIVICE
also utilizing additional ¢

space out ide of the clea

Q,\lulu
arnce

perated patios In th

lieve both the | \nd the city
1s a whole gain from this use,” he said
We h-élp create v l|-l.1|u Yy, we -ldd \'a.lllh‘.
we add jobs, while giving back
through numerous sponsorships and
service club donations to support our
beautiful community.”

City Manager Paul Sincock explained
that restaurant owners have asked for a
consistent policy that would remain in
effect for several years. Some patios, he
said, are comprised of all public proper
ty, some are all private property and
some are a combination of both

In 2023, the city collected a com
bined $10,929 from all restaurants with
outdoor dining. That included $2,950 in
application fees and $7,979 in square
footage fees. The money goes to the
city’s general fund

It wasn't clear when or if the city will
again address changes to its outdoor
dining policies. After Monday’s meet

g, Moroz said he would "gather feed

.ll‘!l‘
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BUYING EVENT

TUESDAY AUGUST 16TH 2023 - SATURDAY AUGU!

BRING IN ALL YOUR
COLLECTIBLES FOR A
FREE EVALUATION

MORGAN DOLLAR ROOSEVELT DIME MERCURY DIME LIBERTY NICKEL

1-ON-1 EVALUATIONS UP TO $100,000+ 1964 & OLDER UP TO $3,400+ UP TO $4,5004
L s
]

AUGUST 15TH - AUGUST 19TH

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 3PM

HOMEWOOD SUITES WALKING LIBERTY FRANKLIN HALF KENNEDY HALF GOLD COINS U.S.
'UP 7084660+ UPTO $3 200 PRE 1970 UP 10 8400, UF 10 $300.000+
) * § * 0O $400+
26150 TOWN CENTER DR,
NOVI, M| 48375

OFF HWY 96/EXIT 162/Novi RD
(Behind Walmart)
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POP CULTURE
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PRE-1934
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STERLING FLATWARE, ety kg R,
TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY
UP TO $20.000+ METAL TOYS HELMETS, UNIFORMS, MEDALS, PATCHES,

TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE
GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY, TONKA, MARX TOYS UP TO $50,000+

GUITARS, AMPS, §

BANJOS & MORE! WRIST & POCKET WATCHES /
AARTI e ROLEX —— ‘
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South Lyon East coach Jacob Topp speaks during Lakes Valley Conference Football Media Day on Wednesday, Aug. 2,
2023, at Baker's of Milford Restaurant. PHOTOS BY BRANDON M/HOM ™

Will last year’s ex nf‘rwnnp h(‘ln

Giovannini |

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Losing a starting quarterback to in-
jury is never a good thing.

Especially when it’s a guy like Nico
Campo, who was a consummate leader
for the South Lyon East football team
and would later sign with Michigan
Tech.

But that’'s what happened to the Cou
gars a year ago. They had Walled Lake
Western, the eventual Lakes Valley Con
ference champions, on upset alert in
Week 4. Beating the Warriors would've
been a statement win. Heck, it would've
been program-defining considering
East has been playing the sport since
only 2008. Upsetting juggernauts in
football just isn't something the Cou
gars have done on a consistent basis.

But then Campo went down with a
devastating injury, one that would keep
him away from the field until the very
end of the regular season.

And in came the sophomore.

That's right. Backup Dominic Gio-
vannini finished the game against
Western and then held onto the job until
Campo was finally healthy enough to
play again just before the playoffs be-
gan.

Sure, the Cougars would've loved to
have Campo out there. They actually
had the best season in program history.
They set school records for most wins

South Lyon East’'s Jack Toth celebrates a defensive stop durmg a Division 2
playoff football game Friday, Oct. 28, 2022.

(7) and pnints scored on offense (284) in
a single season. Who knows how much
better they would've been had QB1 been
healthy all nine games?

But getting your future starter play
ing time? That's always a plus, too, and
it's what should put East a step ahead of
the competition when it kicks off the
season Aug. 24, against White Lake
Lakeland during a Battle at the Big

House showcase game at Michigan
Stadium.

“Anytime you can get varsity game
snaps, it's going to benefit you tremen
dously moving forward,” third-year
coach Jacob Topp said of Giovannini
during LVC Media Day in Milford. “You
can’t replace getting in a game, getting

See EAST, Page 2B
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The Eagles
should have
an exciting
offense again

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com
JSA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

When Drew Carlson was asked
what it feels like to block for the play
makers on the White Lake Lakeland
football team during last week's Lakes
Valley Conference Media Day in Mil-
ford, the senior captain could only
smile

Yeah, the Eagles stumbled across
the finish line a year ago. Had they won
their final two games of the regular
season, they probably would've qual-
ified for the postseason for the sixth-
straight fall.

But those wins didn't come. After
upsetting South Lyon East on home
coming night in Week 7, they proceed-
ed to lose to Gibraltar Carlson and in
district rival Milford the following two
weeks and end the season with a 4-5
record

That's the bad news

The good news is several of its best
players at the skill positions return.
They have speed, size and grit, and
that's spread out across the entire of
fense. You can’t just stop one guy frnm

y the chains because that

New MHSAA
rule changes
coming this fall

Dylan Jespersen
The Petoskey News-Review

AY NETWORK

EAST LANSING If the past few
years have taught those in the world of
sports anything, it's that change is in
evitable

From conference realignment, both
at the high school and college level, to
dealing with and playing through a
pandemic, sports all around the world
have gone through major changes
since 2020. Michigan high school
sports have not been immune to those
changes

It is 2023 now, and change is still
happening. And, as prep sports are set
to begin for the fall season, it is time to
visit the changes coming to the Michi
gan High School Athletic Association
this upcoming fall.

One of the biggest changes comes in
the loosening of restrictions for teams
looking to play teams outside of Michi
gan. Starting this year, MHSAA
schools are free to schedule games

See CHANGES, Page 3B
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East

that feel and getting those snaps. So, ob
iously, moving forward into this year
and his senior year, it's going to benefit
tremendously because he’s going to
be able to draw on those experiences,
draw on those reps he had, the game
speed, all of those different situations
he was place in.”

Giovannini said he was shocked to
learn that he'd be wrapping up the game
against the Warriors, who held on for a

1-23 win after Campo’s departure.

But it didn't take him long to get accli
mated to being the Cougars’ starter.
Sure, Topp admitted that Giovannini
had his ups and downs while getting his
feet wet. But he looked like a competent
QB by year’s end.

That experience is only going to pay
lividends now that he’s the full-time
tarter

‘I didn’t think I was going to get into
that game,” the junior QB said about his
debut against Western. “But |1 mentally
just switched. My competitiveness, |
just switched and I was ready to go in. ...
And like Coach said, it was just mean-
ingful to get varsity snaps for this year.
Just that alone was big. I was ready (by
the end of the season), and we're ready
this year. We're ready to go.”

The only problem? The Cougars
graduated most of the playmakers Gio-
vannini got the ball to.

That includes starting receivers Jor-
dan Newbill and Drew Moyer, who were
first- and third-team selections on
Hometown Life’s All-Area football team,
as well as running back Daedricco Fizer,
Mr. Do-Everything Caleb Gash and tight
end Angelo Ljuljduraj, among others.

However, the good news is Giovanni-
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score a touchdown. And that’s exactly
why linemen such as Carlson are sport-
ing big smiles as Lakeland began train-
ing camp this week.

It’s so much fun,” the 6-foot-3, 270-
pound guard told Hometown Life. “You
think we'd be worried about pass block-
ing, but we're more about running to go
get the linebackers, and that makes it so
much fun. It feels like you're always run-
ning to the linebackers or double-team-

ng someone into the linebackers. It's a

¢

see have success on offense?

It starts under center with Sean
Latham. While the senior is likely a bet-
ter player on the baseball diamond than
the gridiron (the catcher just helped the
Eagles win their fifth-straight LVC
championship in baseball this past
spring), you can't discredit the dual-
threat quarterback’s abilities to make
plays. Whether it's tucking it and run-
ning, rolling out and finding receivers
like Kyler Shaw on crossing routes or
just lowering his head and fighting for a
few inches on fourth and short, Latham
is the guy you want leading the offense.

Sharing the backfield with Latham is
running back Trevor Tschudin, who is
one of the fastest in the LVC. Despite
battling a hamstring injury throughout
the spring, he helped the Eagles’ track
and field team win a league title in the
800-meter relay, finish as the runner-up
in the 400 relay and he took third indi-
vidually in the 100-meter sprint. He's
got speed for days, and he should be the
perfect complement to Latham.

“Trevor is coming back, and he’s go-
ing to be a dude for us again,” said offen-
sive coordinator Steven Nicles. “He was
getting fed the ball 20, 22 times a game
minimum last year. He's been working
really hard. He's gained probably 15-20
pounds at least. It's just mass, but he's
still moving fast, too.” $

Likely the X-factor in the backfield
will be 6-foot, 230-pound Nolin Thomp-
son, who was forced to play on the of-
fensive line a year ago because of how
short on linemen the Eagles were. He'll
return to the backfield for his senior year
and just in time. Thompson has been
one of the most-recruited players in the
LVC this offseason. He's already re
ceived Division 1 offers from Bucknell,
Penn, Cornell and Dartmouth.

Plus, Thompson has one of the best
legs in the state. He recently kicked a

6-yard field goal during a camp at Sagi
naw Valley State University

Well-rounded players like him will be

ey for Lakeland toimprove. He can play
multiple positions, plus he's a leader
It’]] be interesting to see how well he ex
cels now that he'll be carrying the ball
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South Lyon East's Dante Degrazia tackles South Lyon’s Ryan Jedrusik during a
Lakes Valley Conference football game Friday, Oct. 21, 2022.
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ni returns two All-LVC offensive line-
men in Jordan Atkins and Tristan Por-
ter. Plus, the Cougars bring back other
studs such as linebackers Jack Toth and
Dante DeGrazia, defensive backs Jakob
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“He's got a boot, and colleges are
looking at him for that,” Nicles added.
“But he was our outside linebacker for
us last year and he played right tackle
because we had nobody else. He had to.
We're moving him back to the backfield
this year, and that should be exciting.”

Of course, none of the guys will find
the end zone without a tough front five.

While Lakeland graduated one of the
top linemen in the league in Caden Cal
houn, the son of coach Jim Calhoun
who's headed to Northwood University,
the Eagles do have three solid returners
in Carlson, Blake Zamenski and Vincent
Partogian. Partogian, now a junior, ac
tually started in Calhoun’s place at cen
ter when a high ankle sprain kept Cal-
houn out of the lineup against Milford.

It's going to be the job of Carlson and
Zamenski to whip the line into shape
before the Eagles take on South Lyon
East in a Battle at the Big House season
opening showcase game Aug. 24

“It feels good to be aleader and some
one they all look up to,” Carlson said. “To
finally be someone they look up to and
go ask the questions to instead of being
the one who's asking the questions, it's
a good feeling
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White Lake Lakeland's Trevor Tschudin rushes against

Rojas and Evan Muston and running
back Peerless Schlusler.

Topp is also excited about receivers
Chase Adams and Caleb Wagenschutz,
running back AJ Morgan, linebacker
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lefensive end Noal
Black, lineman Will Shaeffer and senior
Kellen LaPerna all coming back

The cupboard isn’t necessarily bare
for East as it looks to improve on its tied
for-second-place finish with Waterford
Mott in the 2022 LVC league race

‘We've definitely thought about it
(how they’re going to improve after hav
ing the best season in school history)
but, at the end of the day, that’s over,
said DeGrazia, a senior who also plays
fullback. “It's a new year, a new team, a
new group. Yes, that was an accom-
plishment last year, but we've got our
eyes set on this year, and we’re just pre
paring as best as we can for the year to
come.”

That's not to say last year's 6-2 effort
in the LVC doesn’'t have the Cougars
walking into training camp with<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>