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Amazon leads EV charge with Lyon Twp. proposal

township

cameras
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gle location," he said. “We are following 
what is happening.”

Consumers is also handling a Grand 
Rapids project for Amazon in which 300 
EV charging stations are proposed. 
Wheeler noted no other public or private 
entity “is even close" to installing so 
many chargers.

Representatives for Amazon have 
applied for a permit to install the char­
gers, the most at one Michigan site, at
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building official David Herriman said. 
"There will be a lot more discussion be­
fore they are allowed to do this. I’ve

LYON TWP. — A proposal to install 
more than 200 EV charging stations at 
Amazon’s Lyon Township center will set 
a record in Michigan and make the area 
a hub for electric vehicle infrastructure, 
if approved and built.

the company’s distribution 
28415 Automation Blvd., to 
fleet of vehicles.

“It's a pretty big deal,”

"We bought it a little blind, because 
there were only so many parts of the 
building we could get into,” Bernetich 
added, noting she and Sugg, who are en­
gaged, own another building on the 
street, where he runs a mechanical en­
gineering business. “It’s in a neighbor­
hood that’s pretty near and dear to our 
hearts.”

In addition to the disrepair of the 
building itself, the space inside was 
filled with old beds, appliances and oth­
er trash that needed to be cleaned out

talked to other building officials and 
they haven’t seen anything that big yet.” 

While DTE provides power for Lyon 
Township, Consumers Energy Spokes­
person Brian Wheeler confirmed Ama­
zon’s proposed project far surpasses 
other EV charger installations in the 
state.

“Amazon is going to set the record in 
Michigan for the most chargers in a sin-

center at 
serve its

Susan Bromley 
Hometownlife com
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PLYMOUTH — A condemned his­
toric building in Plymouth’s Old Vil­
lage has been saved from its dilapidat­
ed state and will soon become home to 
a new specialty kitchen store.

Built in the late 1800s as part of the 
city’s original business district, the 
building at 173 West Liberty St. origi­
nally housed a drug store and has con­
tained a variety of commercial tenants 
over the years. The building fell into

The restored building at 173 West Liberty in Plymouth will feature retail space on the main floor and an office upstairs.
COURTESY ALEX BERNETICH

disrepair in the early 2000s and was 
condemned by the city in spring of 
2022.

. Last summer, Plymouth residents 
Alex Bernetich and Kelly Sugg pur­
chased the building and brought it back 
to life.

“It had been neglected for a while," 
said Bernetich, an architect. "The roof 
caved in about two years ago and 
brought part of the second floor with it, 
and part of the first floor and the stair­
case."

The basement had filled with water 
from years of rain and snow, she said.

Kitchen shop moving into 
once-condemned building

LYON TWP. — Six cameras that seem 
license plates and capture other vehi­
cle details will be installed throughout 
the township soon, part of a growing 
trend in law enforcement intended to 
help police spot suspects and deter 
crimes.

The township board recently voted 
unanimously to obtain the Flock Safe­
ty cameras, five of which will be in sta­
tionary locations and one that can be 
moved, at a cost of $37,000 over a two- 
year contract.

Oakland County Sheriff’s Office Lt. 
Leslie Whitfield, commander of the 
Lyon Township substation, made the 
request of the board, saying he be­
lieves it will be both "a good investiga­
tive tool and a good deterrent.”

"This is the wave of the future,” 
Whitfield said. “I think this may short­
en response time. We will have a hit 
that a bad guy is in the community and 
move before they even know.”

Officials say installing cameras 
could reduce the need for additional 
deputies while providing officers a tool 
to zero in on people who have commit­
ted crimes more quickly, track their 
vehicles and make arrests while not 
imposing on law-abiding citizens.

“It’s an after-the-fact’ to investi­
gate crimes that have taken place and 
if we get a vehicle description, we can 
get a pattern,” Whitfield said. “People 
usually take the same way to and from 
home. If we get a consistent hit, we can 
surmise they live in that area and de­
termine how much resources to devote 
to catching that person.”

Shamrocks still talented 
on the soccer pitch

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife com 
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Porter tackles the roller coaster obstacle, photos by susan bromley/hometownlife com

Tour de Livonia returns with improved course
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fear not fans—her sweet 16 has already started. The 
now 16-year-old was invited to season 16 of “American 
Ninja Warrior” and filming commenced in Los Angeles 
this spring. An air date has not yet been announced. 
Although she is not allowed to disclose details, Porter 
said she competed with determination.

“I wanted redemption on the course and to not fall 
on any silly obstacles," she said, adding that she is con­
tinuing to train and in September will compete in New 
York City in the Ninja Sport Championship league. “I 
want to be on as many seasons as possible. I’m even 
looking forward to being on season 17 if there is one."

Lisa Porter, Riley’s mom, is proud of her daughter, 
and happy that she had an experience that she wanted 
and worked toward for many years. This season, she 
added, has been a pivoting point for “American Ninja 
Warrior,” with young kids making their mark on a show 
that has traditionally been dominated by those over 18.

"These kids are competing across the country and 
globe to do this as a sport, the same way kids do soccer, 
baseball and gymnastics,” Lisa Porter said. “It’s fun to 
see it on TV with the lights and glamour, but know be­
hind all the lights and glamour was training and hun­
dreds of hours in the gym.”

On Instagram, follow Riley Porter, also known as 
Bookworm Ninja, @riley.porter.O7

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at sbromley(a> 
hometownlife.com or 517-281-2412. Follow her on Twit­
ter ^>SusanBromleylO.

Riley Porter, a student at South Lyon High School, 
competes in the American Ninja Warrior finals in Las 
Vegas. The NBC episode aired on Aug. 21, 2023.

take riders
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wear a helmet and ride a 
traditional bicycle or an 
e-bike. Riders receive a 
police escort, and the in­
cluded roads are blocked 
to vehicles.

According to Cruz, this 
year’s event will include 
more vendors and raffles 
for people to enjoy. Aside 
from bringing their bicy­
cles, people can also pack 
canned goods or lightly 
used shoes to donate to 
Livonia Kids and Fam­
ilies.

Cruz and Dardas hope

Road. Dardas said he’d 
like to see a third course 
for small children added 
in future years as well. 
Organizers modified the

to see Tour de Livonia 
bring more and more peo­
ple together for a good 
cause every year.

“I loved seeing every­
body,” Dardas said. "All of 
the people who partici­
pated had such big smiles 
on their faces. When you 
were there( you sure felt 
that community spirit.”

People can register on­
line at tourdelivonia.org.

Early bird registration 
lasts until Aug. 30 and 
costs $25 for the seven­
mile and $35 for the 18- 
mile Those who register 
early are also guaranteed 
an event t-shirt. Registra­
tion between Aug. 30 and 
Sept. 14 increases by $10 
per race, and same-day 
registration is $30 more.

Get the latest head­
lines for metro Detroit ev­
ery morning in your mail­
box by signing up for our 
daily briefings newslet­
ter. Contact reporter Shel­
by Tankersley at stanker- 
sle(a>hometownlife.com.

teas

course or a seven-mile 
option, both beginning at 
Bicentennial Park on

SOUTH LYON — Riley Porter made a sweet 15 final 
run on NBC’s "American Ninja Warrior” show which 
aired the night of Monday, Aug. 21.

The South Lyon teen “sailed through the first three 
obstacles, but then faced the jumping spider,” as com­
mentator Matt Iseman noted on the first round final of 
the 15th season of the extreme sports show.

Porter, who advanced to Las Vegas after defeating a 
friend in a Los Angeles semifinal, was one of five rec­
ord-breaking 15-year-olds in the finals when the epi­
sode filmed in May and offered a behind-the-scenes 
take on Tuesday.

“I was really tired,” she laughs. “That was the latest 
time I had filmed—it was 3 a.m. All the others, we had 
to do before midnight. It makes everything look better 
(to compete at night).”

Porter’s segment was edited down, but the first 
three obstacles that she conquered without issue in­
cluded the dipping boards, a balance obstacle which 
she ran across quickly, followed by the obstacle 
dubbed “three-ring circus,” in which she grasped a 
ring, swung through the air to blindly grab a UFO­
shaped disc before leaping to another ring to slide 
down a track and dismount. Next was the “roller coast­
er” obstacle.

“It was really fun and scary,” Porter said. “It’s 30 feet 
in the air or something crazy—it’s a bar that you grab 
and it rolls down the track and you lache to the next

After successfully making it through these three 
obstacles, essentially on “autopilot,” Porter came to 
“Jumping Spider,” in which contestants use a mini­
trampoline to jump up between two walls and leverage 
themselves forward with legs and arms spread apart, 
gripping the sides.

An obstacle that Porter had practiced many times 
was not the one she was expecting to take her down, 
but she fell short and splashed into the frigid water be­
low.

“I underestimated it, honestly," she explains. "I 
think the bounce is where it went wrong, I didn’t get far 
enough into the spider wall. If I had jumped in farther, I 
could stick it. It’s set up like a chute, the farther in you 
are, the closer the walls are together.”

Porter’s 15th year and season is now finished, but

Hines Drive this 
along with other 
landmarks.
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Over 400 riders enjoyed the first Tour de Livonia in 2022
COURTESY OF LIVONIA KIDS AND FAMILIES

LIVONIA - Calling 
all bike riders: The Tour 
de Livonia is back for a 
second year.

Bike riders of all ages 
and fitness levels will 
ride through the city 
Sunday, Sept. 17.

Last year’s inaugural 
event drew over 400 
riders, and organizers 
expect to double that 
number this year.

"When we originally 
came up with this, we 
wanted as many people 
as possible to come,” 
said Chuck Dardas, 
President and CEO of 
Livonia-based AlphaU­
SA, the event’s largest 
sponsor. “One of the 
main reasons for this is 
to showcase Livonia 
and showcase the 
parks. We have a lot of 
aspirations for the fu­
ture.”

All proceeds from the

non-competitive event 
benefit Livonia Kids and 
Families. Funds raised 
last year helped expand 
food pantry offerings and 
engineering programs for 
Clarenceville School Dis­
trict. According to Veron­
ica Cruz, the community 
involvement and govern­
ment affairs executive for 
AlphaUSA, the event is 
shaping up to the non­
profit’s largest fund-rais­
er of the year.

Cruz, who runs Livo­
nia Kids and Families as 
part of her AlphaUSA job, 
hopes to raise $125,000 
this year.

"We really want to ex­
pand the STEM labs into 
the middle school,” Dar­
das said. “We want to 
build on what we’ve done 
there so Clarenceville can 
have more advanced 
learning tools. We’d really 
love to expand that pres­
ence for students.”

Participants can par-

The City of Northville Historic DistrictjCommission (HDC) will hold a public hearing to receive 
public input on the proposed demolition of the existing building located at 509 Randolph 
St., Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-002-02-0453-001 The property owner is 
seeking HDC approval for demolition of the existing building on site, to allow redevelopment 
of the site and construction of a new building Section 42-27 of the City’s Historic Preservation 
Ordinance and the Guidelines for the Consideration of Applications for the Demolition or 
Moving of Structures within the Northville Historic District call for holding a public hearing 
that permits members of the public to make comments before considering demolition of a 
contributing resource in the district.
The public hearing will be held on September 20, 2023, at 7:00 p.m at the City of Northville 
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W. Main Street, Northville. Michigan, 48167, 
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed 
demolition request.
The demolition application is available for review at the City of Northville Building 
Department during normal business hours of 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, local 
prevailing time, or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.us

Written comments to the HDC pertaining to the proposed demolition of the existing building 
must be submitted no later than 4:30 pm, September 15, 2023, to the City Clerk at the above 
address, or using the City Hall drop box. or emailed to msmith@ci.northville.mi.us
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Confidential files found in prostitution bust

Top property tax payers in greater Farmington

Oakland Management Corporation on Northwestern Highway in Farmington Hills, john heider/hometownlife com

In Farmington, eight of the ten major

Three charged in connection with Livonia hotel kidnapping

Apartment complexes major 
contributors in Farmington Hills

Burton Carol Management, $102,995, 
and Beztak Properties, $90,260, are the 
second and third-highest tax payers.

Farmington has seen an increased 
demand for housing over the years. A 
potential townhome development at 
the former Maxfield Training Center site 
at 33000 Thomas Street is also expected 
to be a significant tax contributor for

Housing, real estate contributes 
lion’s share in Farmington

Prosecutors allege Jones befriended 
the twins’ mother, Jazlyn Morgan, with 
the intent to kidnap them. Slay and 
Chandler are charged with aiding Jones. 
According to prosecutors, each are fac­
ing two counts of kidnapping, two 
counts of unlawful imprisonment, three 
counts of larceny and one count of con­
spiracy to commit kidnapping-child en­
ticement.

Police seized confidential state files, 
found in a motel room mixed with a me­
nu listing prices for various sex acts, 
when they busted a Corrections Depart­
ment internal affairs investigator for 
running a prostitution racket, records 
the Free Press obtained under Michi­
gan’s Freedom of Information Act show.

Michigan State Police arrested Scott 
Matthew Fink, who has pleaded guilty 
to prostitution-related charges and 
awaits sentencing in Livingston County 
Circuit Court Sept. 21, inside a Hartland 
Township motel in Livingston County 
on May 19, which was a Friday. Police 
saw Fink, 44, and an East Lansing wom­
an arrive separately at the hotel that 
morning, where Fink rented two adjoin­
ing rooms, and where police saw a series 
of suspected “johns" enter one of the 
rooms and stay for about an hour each 
before leaving.

Police arrested Fink and the woman 
at about 4 p.m. after she offered an un­
dercover police officer a naked massage 
and oral sex in return for $800 in cash.

The Free Press is not naming the 
woman, now 36, who does not appear to 
have been charged with a crime.

Fink and the woman had also adver­
tised online for “dates” with her all day 
Wednesday, May 17 and Thursday, May

taxpayers are real estate developers or 
managers. Of those eight, four are 
apartment companies.

The top contributor is Standard Con­
struction Co., which owns the Drakesh­
ire, Farmington West and Jamestown 
apartment complexes Standard Con­
struction Co. paid $183,253 during the 
2022 fiscal year.

massage services posted by Fink going 
back to December 2022, the reports say. 
The woman told police she met Fink 
through social media in August or Sep­
tember of 2022, that she loves him, and 
that he serves as a father figure to her 
children, according to the police re­
ports.

“The MDOC was not aware of this 
former employee's nonwork conduct 
until being notified of his arrest," Ka­
minski said. “Immediately upon receiv­
ing that information, the department 
placed Scott Fink on unpaid suspension 
and initiated its own investigation.”

Kaminski said the department “is 
confident that investigations recently 
completed by this investigator were 
completed consistent with MDOC stan­
dards, but a review of some recent cases 
has been initiated to ensure they are 
consistent with MDOC investigatory 
practices and were not impacted by his 
nonwork conduct.”

Fink, who worked for a state agency 
in which both prisoners and employees 
have alleged they have been subjected 
to racism, ran a prostitution operation 
in which Black people and those who 
looked “Middle Eastern” or “unkempt” 
were not accepted as clients, records 
show. Prospective clients had to send 
photos of themselves to finalize a “date,” 
records show.

Fink “knows her type and knows she 
will be attracted to the men he sets up 
dates with," an investigator wrote after 
interviewing the woman.

“Additionally, she will not cater to Af­
rican Americans, Middle Eastern cli­
ents, or clients who look unkempt.”

Twitter: @paulegan4.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248305-0448.

Oakland Management Corporation, 
also known as Beztak Properties, pays 
the most taxes in Farmington Hills. Ac­
cording to tax rolls from the last fiscal 
year, the company paid $1,250,348. In 
Farmington Hills, Oakland Manage­
ment owns two apartment complexes, 
two office properties and a retail park.

The company also owns a host of 
apartments, senior living communities 
and retail space around the country. 
Most of its properties are in Michigan 
and metro Detroit.

DTE Energy and Consumers Energy 
take the second and third spots. The two 
pay $691,739 and $626,158 respectively.

The only outlier on the city’s tax rolls 
is the Nissan Corporation, which owns a 
technical center at 39001 Sunrise Drive. 
Nissan is Farmington Hills’eighth-high- 
est tax payer at $320,082. All of the 
city’s other major contributors are real 
estate and housing developers.

Farmington if it’s approved by city 
council.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter.

■ Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448.

FARMINGTON HILLS - In Farming­
ton and Farmington Hills, housing and 
retd estate companies tEike up most of 
the top spots on city tax rolls.

Real estate managers, especially 
apartment complexes, are major tax­
payers for the two cities. Service provid­
ers like DTE Energy and Consumers En­
ergy tire also among the cities’ largest 
taxpayers.

Property taxes fund things like local 
schools, city services and some county 
services.

lease. “The evidence in this case will 
show that these defendants engaged in 
a scheme to dupe the mother of these 
barely two-week-old babies. They alleg­
edly promised her some much-needed 
assistance to gain access to her children 
with the express intent on stealing 
them.”

The twins, who were two weeks old 
at the time of the kidnapping, were al­
legedly taken from a hotel room in Livo­
nia around 10 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 20, 
when their mother, a 30-year-old De­
troit resident, briefly left the room. The 
infants, named Matthew and Montana 
Bridges, were turned in to Detroit police 
on Monday, Aug. 21, and were reportedly 
unharmed.

(NR) H< .OWNLIFE.COM I

DETROIT — Three Detroit residents 
were arraigned Aug. 24 on charges relat­
ed to the kidnapping of two newborns in 
Livonia that triggered an Amber Alert 
Monday morning, according to Wayne 
County prosecutors.

Curtis Lee Slay, 18, Davion Demetrius 
Sherman Chandler, 19, and Shantell Re- 
Azia Jones, 23, are facing kidnapping 
charges at the 16th District Court in Li­
vonia.

“It is hard to imagine a worse scenar­
io for a new mother," Wayne County 
Prosecutor Kym Worthy said in a re­

An AMBER Alert was issued in Livonia 
for twins Matthew Jace and Montana 
Alexander Bridges, both 14 days old, 
on Monday, Aug. 21, 2023.
PROVIDED BY THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE

Free Press to release them under Michi­
gan’s FOIA.

Both Fink and the woman told police 
in interviews that they were dating and 
the activities at the motel evolved from 
their “swinger lifestyle,” initiated by 
Fink. They advertise only the erotic 
massages, although the woman was not 
a licensed masseuse, and, despite the 
price lists that police found, payments 
for sex acts that clients agreed to came 
in the form of donations, police ssud.

Police seized a video baby monitor 
and cameras and among the charges 
Fink pleaded guilty to is “surveilling an 
unclothed person," which is a two-year 
felony. Fink told police he was there to 
provide security and that he and the 
woman have an open relationship and 
he “likes being a voyeur in this situa­
tion.”

Fink also pleaded guilty Aug. 11 to 
transporting a woman for the purposes 
of prostitution and accepting earnings 
from prostitution, which are both 20- 
year felonies, using a computer to com­
mit a crime, which is a five-year felony, 
plus a misdemeanor charge of aiding 
and abetting.

It appears Fink’s involvement in 
prostitution had been ongoing for sever­
al months.

Fink’s wife, from whom he is now es- 
trsmged, hired a private detective and 
went to Milford police Feb. 27 after look­
ing in Fink's backpack and finding "a list 
of hotels, women’s names, client 
names, and a menu for sex acts,” ac­
cording to the police reports. Milford 
turned the investigation over to the 
MSP.

Investigators found Internet ads for

Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

18, though the woman canceled her 
Thursday dates because she said she 
was not feeling well, records show.

Kyle KEuninski, a spokesman for the 
Michigan Department of Corrections, 
would not say whether Fink had booked 
those three days as vacation or other 
leave days, or whether Fink, whose job 
was to investigate suspected wrongdo­
ing by other Corrections Department 
employees, was expected to be working 
those days.

Although Fink resigned shortly after 
his arrest, a Corrections Department in­
vestigation into possible work rule vio­
lations is ongoing and the department 
“cannot comment on an ongoing inves­
tigation,” he ssiid.

But Fink, who through his lawyer 
Spencer Bondy declined to comment for 
this story, had records from his state joo 
with him at the hotel when he was ar­
rested, according to incident reports 
and search warrant records compiled by 
the MSP.

Fink’s backpack was among the 
items seized in one of the hotel rooms.

"Within the backpack I located a 
black in color leather binder,” one of the 
officers wrote. Inside the binder, he 
found “administrative manifest(s), note 
pads with handwritten notes," smd “in­
dividual case files for internal affairs in­
vestigations,” one of the officers wrote 
in a report. In the same stack of docu­
ments, the officer found a folder con­
taining “menus for sexuEd acts,” he 
wrote.

The Michigan Department of Correc­
tions considers interned affairs files to be 
confidential personnel records and has 
in the past refused requests from the

Internal affairs 
investigator accused 
of running racket

Shelby Tankersley
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Mshindi checks out his surroundings.

Detroit Zoo welcomes 4 new gorillas
gorilla, 35-year-old silverback

■ ■

Mi■■■■■

Tulivu, a gorilla newly introduced to the Detroit Zoological Society in Royal Oak, finds a perch in her new habitat on 
Thursday. Tulivu and two other gorillas were transferred from the Cincinnati Zoo. photos by mandi wright/detroit free press

whose name signifies "winner” in Swa­
hili, according to the zoo. Among the 
females, there’s 25-year-old Bandia, 
whose name stands for “homemade doll 
or image” in Swahili, 19-year-old Talivu, 
which translates to “quiet” in Swahili, 
and 10-year-old Nayembi, meaning "to 
sing” in Lingala.

The previous three gorillas, Chipua, 
Kongo-Mbeli and Pendeka, were half­
brothers who spent approximately two 
decades at the Detroit Zoo before their 
transfer to the Cincinnati Zoo in July, 
according to the release.

All the transfers were recommended
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Bandia’s name means “homemade doll 
or image” in Swahili. Detroit zoo

After saying goodbye to three gorilla 
brothers earlier in the summer, the De­
troit Zoo has welcomed four new goril­
las — one male and three females.

“Three of the gorillas — Mshindi, Tu­
livu and Bandia — arrived from the Cin­
cinnati Zoo, where they lived together in 
a troop since 2019,” announced the De­
troit Zoo in a news release. “The fourth, 
Nayembi, moved from Chicago's Lin­
coln Park Zoo.”

Mshindi, the new troop’s sole male

by the Association of Zoos and Aquari­
ums' Gorilla Species Survival Plan.

The Detroit Zoo is hosting a welcome 
party on Sept. 2 and 3 to celebrate the 
arrival of Mshindi, Tulivu, Bandia and 
Nayembi.

Visitors will be able to learn more 
about the new gorillas from the zoo's an­
imal care team during habitat discus­
sions and special animal enrichments at 
10 a.m., noon, and 2 p.m. on both event 
days.

Guests can find the three gorillas 
housed in the zoo’s Great Apes of Ha­
rambee habitat, along with 13 chimpan­
zees. The 4-acre, naturalistic habitat

features indoor and outdoor viewing 
areas; the space underwent a series of 
improvements in preparation for the 
new troop’s arrival.

“The four new gorillas are already 
making themselves at home, and they 
are wonderful additions to the Detroit 
Zoo,” said Tami Brightrall, associate cu­
rator of mammals for the Detroit Zoo­
logical Society, in the release. “They 
each have unique personalities, and we 
can’t wait for our members and guests to 
get to know them.”

Contact Nour Rahal: nrahal@ 
freepress.com. Follow her on Twitter 
(a>nrahall.

Nour Rahal
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK
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Baby penguins dying amid climate change

What does quasi-extinction mean?

What is sea ice?
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Loss of sea ice 
imperils penguin chicks

Sea ice continues to decrease in 
2023. The missing area is larger than the 
size of Greenland, or around 10 times the 
size of the United Kingdom, according to 
the British Antarctic Survey.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE
1 ■ t nargy attic tent donh seve you
2 Tighter doot security khpps you Mio
3. WeethUr A CfHtUr protection
4 Upgrade'dufb appeal
5. IncroMn home value

“Right now, in August 2023, the sea 
ice extent in Antarctica is still far below 
all previous records for this time of 
year,” said Caroline Holmes, a polar cli­
mate scientist at the British Antarctic 
Survey. “In this period where oceans are 
freezing up, we're seeing areas that are 
still, remarkably, largely ice-free.”

Holmes added that the recent years 
of tumbling sea ice records and warm­
ing of the subsurface Southern Ocean 
“point strongly to human-induced glob­
al warming exacerbating these ex­
tremes.”

al scale due to sea ice loss, and probably 
a sign of things to come," study lead au­
thor Peter Fretwell of the British Antarc­
tic Survey told USA TODAY.

“We have never seen emperor pen­
guins fail to breed, at this scale, in a sin­
gle season,” he added. “The loss of sea 
ice in this region during the Antarctic 
summer made it very unlikely that dis­
placed chicks would survive.”

Overall, of 62 known penguin colo­
nies, around 30% were harmed by low 
sea ice levels last year - and 13 likely 
failed entirely, Fretwell said.

The study found that last year, no 
chicks survived from four of the five 
known emperor penguin colonies in the 
central and eastern Bellingshausen Sea, 
which is west of the Antarctic Peninsula 
where there was a 100% loss of sea ice in 
November 2022.

Emperor penguins hatch their eggs 
and raise their chicks on sea ice. If the 
sea ice breaks up under them, the young 
chicks will drown or freeze to death.

What’s new about the study findings 
is that “this is the first major breeding 
failure of emperor penguins at a region-

around Antarctica has decreased sig­
nificantly. By the end of December 
2022, sea ice extent was the lowest seen 
in the 45-year satellite record. In the 
Bellingshausen Sea, the home of the 
penguin colonies in this study, sea ice 
didn’t start to re-form until late April 
2023.

The scientists examined satellite im­
ages that showed the loss of sea ice at 
breeding sites.

“We know that emperor penguins are 
highly vulnerable in a warming climate 
- and current scientific evidence sug­
gests that extreme sea ice loss events 
like this will become more frequent and 
widespread,” Fretwell said.
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According to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, qua­
si-extinction means that a “population 
essentially is still in existence, but re- 
productively speaking, there’s no way in 
the world it can increase.”

Thus, for emperor penguins, this 
means that even if individuals are alive, 
the population is sufficiently low that it 
can’t recover and will ultimately become 
extinct.

Now climate change is coming for the 
penguins.

Due to the dramatic loss of sea ice, 
several colonies of emperor penguins in 
Antarctica face “quasi-extinction" in the 
decades to come, a study released 
Thursday reports.

“This paper dramatically reveals the 
connection between sea ice loss and 
ecosystem annihilation," said Jeremy 
Wilkinson, a sea ice physicist at the 
British Antarctic Survey. “Climate 
change is melting sea ice at an alarming 
rate.”

The study found that emperor pen­
guin colonies saw unprecedented and 
“catastrophic” breeding failure in a part 
of Antarctica where there was total sea 
ice loss in 2022. The discovery supports 
predictions that over 90% of emperor 
penguin colonies will be "quasi-extinct” 
by the end of the century, based on cur­
rent global warming trends.

Sea ice is frozen ocean water that has 
an annual cycle of melting during the 
summer and refreezing in winter. Ant­
arctic sea ice is typically at its smallest 
in late February or early March, toward 
the end of summer in the Southern 
Hemisphere. It floats on top of the 
ocean.

Over the past seven years, sea ice

Speaking about the penguin study, 
which was published in the journal Na­
ture Communications Earth & Environ­
ment, Wilkinson concluded, “it is an­
other warning sign for humanity that we 
cannot continue down this path, politi­
cians must act to minimize the impact of 
climate change.

“There is no time left.”
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A new study found that emperor penguin colonies saw unprecedented and “catastrophic” breeding failure in a part of 
Antarctica where there was total sea ice loss in 2022. The discovery supports predictions that over 90% of emperor 
penguin colonies will be “quasi-extinct” by the end of the century, based on current global warming trends.
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The property was condemned in 2022 Part of the restoration included timber beams similar to the original materials
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East Elm Kitchen Co. founder Rebec­
ca Nicholson described the business as 
a specialty independent kitchen retail

A photo provided to Alex Bernetich by the Plymouth Historical Museum shows 
the building at 173 West Liberty St. as it stood in the late 1800s as part of the 
city’s original business district, photos courtesy alex bernetich

In a unanimous vote, the Plymouth 
City Planning Commission retroactively 
approved a site plan for the building at
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fellow small-business owners, and to 
their city partners in operating a suc­
cessful business that benefits the entire 
community,” she said. “This is the type 
of business East Elm Kitchen Co. will be, 
and I am excited to share my love for 
food, fellowship, and community with 
this area.”

Nicholson said the store will open in 
late October or early November, in time 
for the holiday season.

store offering high-quality home kitch­
en products such as cookware, bake­
ware, cutlery, tabletop textiles, coffee 
tools, barware and glassware. The store 
will also feature local artisan-made 
goods.

“Whether you’re hosting a family oc­
casion, or cooking up a dinner party for 
friends, or just trying to get that week­
night meal on the table, we’re going to 
have what you need,” Nicholson said.

A Plymouth resident, Nicholson said 
she is excited to contribute diversified 
retail to the Old Village area.

“I understand and value the commit­
ment that small business owners make 
to their residential neighbors, to their

its Aug. 9 meeting. City officials said the 
work was permitted to take place before 
a planning commission review because 
the building was blighted and a danger 
to the public.

“Thank you for saving that building," 
Commissioner Shannon Adams said. “1 
never understood that any of our build­
ings had gotten that far in disrepair ”

Planning Commission Chair Karen 
Sisolak said she looked at the building 
during a recent walk in the neighbor­
hood.

“I’m thrilled with the work I’ve seen 
being done there,” she said.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com.

before the general contractor could get 
in to begin work.

“We’re essentially replacing the 
whole building except for the side 
walls,” Bernetich said. “There was so 
much of it that was so far gone that it 
needed to be a full replacement.”

To ensure as much historical accura­
cy as possible, Bernetich did some re­
search at the Plymouth Historical Mu­
seum. Historical photos and conversa­
tions with folks at the museum, she 
said, helped inform the details of the 
new facade. •

On the inside, new heavy timber 
beams reflect materials used when the 
building was originally constructed.

“We didn’t want to just do a quick 
flip,” Bernetich said. “We wanted to re­
store the building to its former glory.”

People in the neighborhood, she said, 
have been overwhelmingly supportive 
of the project. Most of the work is now 
complete. The upstairs will be used for 
office space and the bottom will be home 
to a new retail store called East Elm 
Kitchen Co.
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Cameras
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Ryan Elswick, accounts manager for 
Flock Safety, said there have been no 
vandalism issues with the cameras,

Elswick said information gleaned 
from the cameras is only kept for about 
30 days.
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“We need a complete plan,” Herriman 
said. “It’s a big deal where the power is 
coming from and we have to make sure 
they’re not taking power from every­
body else. We have to make sure that it 
won’t compromise the rest of the com­
munity.”

Among the information needed is 
specifics on wattage. For 207 chargers, 
Herriman estimates at least 100,000 ex­
tra amps would be needed and perhaps 
more in the future as the company con­
tinues to electrify its fleet.

According to the U.S. Department of 
Energy, which counts 1,327 alternative 
fueling stations in Michigan with 3,095 
available ports, there are three types of 
EV charging:

• Level 1 alternating current charging 
uses a standard 120-volt AC electric cir­
cuit, and requires no special equipment.

have a signature.
The project required a meeting this 

week between Herriman and officials 
from DTE, the fire department and Am­
azon, the latter of which attended virtu-

When asked what would be needed 
for DTE to accommodate Amazon’s pro­
posed 207 EV chargers in Lyon Town­
ship, DTE Spokesperson Brynn Guster 
said the project is still in the works.

“We go step by step and decide what 
is needed for each site and customer,” 
she said, declining to comment further.

An Amazon representative could not 
be immediately reached for comment.

A building permit for the EV chargers 
was submitted by a third party contrac­
tor on behalf of Amazon in July, and 
stated the work would include “Off Peak 
Level 2 (13 single chargers and 95 dual 
chargers) and Off Peak DC Fast Chargers 
— 2 dual chargers” to serve the compa­
ny’s private fleet.

But the building permit application 
included little other information and is 
considered incomplete by Herriman, 
who noted the application didn’t even

Elswick said the cameras are in­
stalled about 12 to 15 feet off the ground, 
either on their own pole or utilizing road 
commission equipment with permis­
sion. Camera maintenance is included 
in the contract price and if repair or re­
placement is needed, one of four tech­
nicians stationed in Detroit will be out 
within a week.

The cameras, which can read license 
plates, provide 24/7 monitoring, are ac­
companied by a solar panel for power, 
have backup batteries and are connect­
ed to an FBI national database.

Whitfield explained the technology 
provides nearly “instantaneous” notifi­
cations that are invaluable in the event 
of crimes such as abductions and stolen 
vehicles.

“When Amber alerts happen... if that 
vehicle goes through our intersection, 
we will know that there is a person in 
our area that the whole state is looking 
for," Whitfield said. “We can save the 
day. With stolen vehicles, when the car 
goes through the intersection, it’s al­
most instantaneous — this thing is sto­
len. The bad guys won’t know that we 
know they’re in town, but we know."

putting in pedestals in employee park­
ing lots in preparation for the EV char­
gers. However, those setups typically 
have been for four or fewer chargers.

He expects to see more electric vehi­
cle charger requests coming, as well as 
changes in the state code, including 
such things as requiring new house 
builds be prepped for chargers. Such a 
change could add $1,000 to $2,000 to 
the price of a home, Herriman said, re­
gardless of whether the home buyer 
owns an electric vehicle.

For now, the building official is get­
ting a unique lesson in EV charging sta­
tion protocols.

“This is like no other process we’ve 
ever been through,” Herriman said. 
"This is the first one of its kind. We have 
to take slow, small steps... We have rules 
and regulations and codes that we have 
to follow. And that is regardless of who it 
is — whether it’s the little guy with the 
gas station or Amazon.”

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 517­
281-2412. Twitter: @SusanBromleylO.

which can be found in Detroit, Flint and 
Kalamazoo, as well Oakland County 
communities, including Highland 
Township, Rochester Hills, Southfield 
and Farmington Hills.

Flock Safety now has cameras in 
more than 2,500 communities across 
the country, with more than 1 billion ve­
hicles captured on camera every month.

The Flock Safety camera at 14 Mile and 
Orchard Lake roads in Farmington Hills 
is installed on a post with a solar panel 
above it. The camera scans license 
plates and vehicle details to assist 
police, but authorities say the cameras 
do not focus on vehicle occupants.
SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Whitfield stressed the cameras are 
for vehicle and plate recognition; the 
technology does not offer facial recogni­
tion and will not be used for identifying 
vehicle occupants.

The information will not be used to 
catch speeders, drivers running red 
lights or for other traffic enforcement, 
Whitfield said.

The cameras won't be installed along 
Interstate 96, Whitfield said, because by 
the time a criminal gets to the freeway, 
“they’re gone.”

Instead, Whitfield told the board he is 
considering setting up cameras on 
southbound Milford Road near the free­
way, as well as on southbound Kent 
Lake Road and eastbound Grand River 
Avenue.
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• Level 2 AC charging uses a 208- or 
240-volt AC electric circuit, like a 
clothes dryer, and is much faster.

• Direct-current fast charger, some­
times referred to as a Level 3 DC charg­
ing, is the fastest of the three systems, 
and uses a 3-phase, 480-volt AC electric 
circuit, but delivers direct current to the 
vehicle.

Amazon has requested Level 2 and 
DC chargers in Lyon Township.

DTE encourages the use of electric 
vehicles and installation of chargers, of­
fering rebates and incentives for indi­
viduals and businesses, as well as ser­
vices "to accelerate efleet transforma­
tion,” such as what Amazon is planning 
to do in Lyon Township, and has already 
done elsewhere.

Herriman said he would like to see a 
similar development to see how it works 
in person, but the lack of nearby charg­
ing sites of the same size has made that 
impossible.

Lyon Township lacks public charging 
stations, but Herriman said some newer 
industrial facilities in the township are

Township Trustee Lise Blades said 
she likes being proactive with the cam­
eras, rather than reactive.

“Several other communities are us­
ing this, I’d rather be on the beginning 
side,” she said "I know it’s a big price 
tag, but I kind of like this.”

Whitfield said installing cameras is 
less expensive than hiring another dep­
uty. If, however, officials determine that 
the cameras are not a good fit, the con­
tract can be canceled with a $500 fee 
per camera.

Still, he has high hopes for the cam­
eras, which he said have proven effec­
tive in other communities and which 
Flock Safety claims can reduce crime 
more than 70%.

“In a perfect world, we would have 20 
of these things," Whitfield said. “We 
could have them in a row and track in 
real time, but 1 realize they are really ex­
pensive and wouldn’t want to commit to 
that until we know they are a good fit. 
We are rural, but developing.”
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No Pierson brothers? No problem

Detroit Catholic Central coach Gene Pulice organizes the offense.

Observer or Eccentricre Sports

FSM

from a very good class," CC coach Gene 
Pulice said following Wednesday’s 3-2 
win at rival Brother Rice. "There’s no

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The Detroit Catholic Centred boys 
soccer team should enjoy plenty of suc­
cess because of how much talent, depth 
and leadership it returns.

And that’s saying something because 
the Shamrocks graduated 15 important 
seniors from last year’s Division 1 state 
semifinalist team.

That includes losing Kyle Pierson, the 
Michigan Gatorade Player of the Year 
who signed with Michigan, as well as his 
twin brother, Drew, CC’s vocal leader on 
the back line who joined Detroit Mercy, 
midfielder Ali Jaffer (Oakland Univer­
sity) and goalkeeper Jack Rogers (Mich­
igan-Dearborn), all of whom were Mich­
igan High School Soccer Coaches Asso­
ciation first-team all-state selections.

Plus, they lost midfielder Kellen Lar­
son, a third-team all-stater, among 
many other key contributors.

It’d be easy to say this is a rebuilding 
year, but that’s just not what this is.

Krayem, Hughes 
help Stevenson 
win Lamplighter 
Invitational
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Some of the players who surrounded 
last year’s stars are just as good. And 
now they’re finally getting their chance 
to show it.

“We graduated a lot of great seniors’

Layla Krayem won the season­
opening Lamplighter Invitational 
cross-country meet a year ago.

The Livonia Stevenson senior was 
unable to repeat as the individual 
champion Aug. 18 ht at Ford Field in Li­
vonia, but she still sported a pretty big 
smile following her third-place effort.

Why?
While she didn’t take first by her­

self, the Spartans actually won the 
meet as a team, as they scored better 
than both Warren Regina in second 
place and Mason in third.

Krayem's time of 19 minutes, 21 sec­
onds shattered her time through the 5- 
kilometer course in 2022 by 37.2 sec­
onds, which is a hat tip to the intense 
training she put forth this past off-sea­
son.

This is a story about confidence and 
trust.

Because, following the Aug. 18 
Lamplighter Invitational, Brendan 
Merger admitted he sometimes lacks 
both in himself.

Yes, that Merger. The two-time 
state champion in track. The third - 
place finisher during last year’s Divi­
sion 1 state championship cross coun­
try meet. The Northville senior who 
will have his choice of premier colleges 
to attend following the four official vis­
its he plans to take to Duke, Michigan, 
Michigan State and North Carolina 
over the next few months.

There he was, following a runner- 
up finish at the season-opening Lamp­
lighter, nervously fumbling with an 
empty cup as he expressed just how 
hard it is for him to be good at running, 
something that should help him get a 
free education, or at least a consider­
able discount, before he wraps up a 
hall of fame career with the Mustangs.

“The 5K is like my archnemesis," he 
said after his jaunt around Ford Field 
in Livonia with a time of 15 minutes, 
47.8 seconds, finishing behind only

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

Detroit Catholic Central’s Simon Sawyer juggles the ball during a Catholic League boys soccer match Wednesday, Aug. 23
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Shamrocks still 
talented on soccer pitch

Northville 
senior: ‘The 
5K is like my 
archnemesis
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Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Above at left, Livonia Stevenson’s Layla Krayem, and at right, Kaelin Hughes, 
compete in the third annual Lamplighter Invitational cross country race Friday, 
Aug. 18, 2023, at Ford Field in Livonia, photos by brandon folsom/hometownlife com
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Mason senior Meghan Ford (18:58.5) 
won the race, while Pinckney freshman 
Jaelyn Ray (19:09.5) took second, the 
only two runners to finish ahead of the 
Spartans’ No. 1 returner.

But this victory wasn’t merely about 
Krayem. It was about how hard Steven­
son has worked as a unit to ensure it 
could get as many top-50 finishers as 
possible to win this type of competitive 
meet, which included 25 teams.

“We’ve come a long way together,” 
Krayem said. "This year, we’ve focused a 
lot more on the training itself and the 
pack mentality, staying close together 
and getting ourselves across the finish 
line with less of a gap. When we’re at 
practice, we know that we’re up early in 
the morning, and that’s making a bond.

the Year), Kyle and Drew Pierson, who I 
really think kickstarted this program, 
it's just great being one of the leaders,” 
said Sawyer, who was a rookie in the 
program when the Shamrocks won their 
last state title in 2020. "1 just think it’s 
great to be part of this program because 
for the past decade or so we’ve been a 
great program. For me to start out as a 
freshman being one of the lower guys 
and slowly building my way up to now

When it comes to cross country, 
though, he has about 100 other runners 
and his own thoughts to worry about.

"It’s just mental,” Herger said. “I’m in 
my head all of the time. I think the best 
attribute to have as a cross country run­
ner is to be able to tough it out, which I 
do, but I just hate it more than anyone 
else, if that makes sense. My hate for it 
makes it that much more rewarding 
when I perform well."

Herger said his goal for the Lamp­
lighter was to keep pace with teammate 
Ethan Powell (15:57.9, fifth place) for the 
opening 2 miles and then see how well 
he could close out the race. He ran that 
last mile in 4:56 to ensure the Mustangs 
would win the meet as a team and finish 
considerably ahead of Romeo in second 
place.

Keeping up with the likes of Alford in 
the future, however, will require Herger 
to remove those mental blocks. And 
that’s something he’s vowed to work on 
over the course of this fall.

When the state championship meet 
rolls around Nov. 4 at Michigan Interna­
tional Speedway in Brooklyn, he doesn’t 
want negative or limiting beliefs getting 
in the way .

“I really want to fight for it,” Herger 
said. "I want to go for the win. I’m not 
sure how possible it is, but if it’s my last 
high school race, I think I can overcome 
my body and give it everything I’ve got.”

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

leading the team, it just feels great.”
One thing you’ll notice about the 

Shamrocks is how frequently they sub­
stitute. They have a solid mix of under­
classmen contributing this fall, such as 
Mooradian, James Giacomazza and 
Dhrruv Naik, and they see plenty of time 
on the pitch.

Pulice takes pride in throwing out 
lineups, letting them go all-out for a 
small chunk of time and then letting an-

Detroit Catholic Central’s Garen Vartanian scores a goal during a Catholic League boys soccer match Wednesday, Aug. 23.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

other slew of Shamrocks take their turn 
at giving it their all.

“We cycle people through, and we 
don’t really skip a beat,” Pulice said. "We 
have a smaller team than historically we 
have, but at the end of the day, I think 
we’re in really good shape (with talent 
and depth). We’ll just take it one day at a 
time, one game at a time.”

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(aifolsombrandonj.

its first meet.
Joining Krayem in the top five was ju­

nior Kaelin Hughes, who crossed the 
finish line in 20:05.2.

“It was nice because I just tried to 
keep Layla in my vision,” said Hughes, 
who trimmed almost two minutes off 
her previous time at the Lamplighter. 
“We hoped we’d come out better than 
we did last year, and we ended up win­
ning, which was very nice.”

To round out the Spartan's top-six, 
Elaina Braunscheidel (21:52.4) took 
30th, Gabriella Wilson (22:21.6) placed 
38th, Nicole Young (23:12) was 57th and 
Breanna Hartmann (24:44.5) finished 
just outside the top-100.

Rachel Andree (24:46.3) and Emma 
BeBeau (25:41) also raced for Stevenson.

That’s a bond you can’t get anywhere ting in that kind of work.” 
else, being up in the early morning, put- Stevenson showed that dedication in

question. We had quality kids, quality 
players that we graduated. But at the 
end of the day, here, we still have a lot of 
talent on this team. The one thing we’re 
fortunate of is we’ve got some depth and 
some commitment. The one thing you 
can’t predict each year is chemistry on 
the team, and 1 would say that we have 
very good chemistry this year.”

Obviously, there’s no replacing Kyle 
Pierson’s production. In just his one 
season with the Shamrocks, the striker 
scored 37 goals, tallied 21 assists and 
pushed his team to a 20-2-3 record. He 
was ranked as a top-100-rated recruit in 
the 2023 class by PrepSoccer.com.

There won’t be a Shamrock scoring 
that many gods this time around, but 
that's OK. As they showed in their 
Catholic League opener against the 
Warriors, they should have no trouble 
scoring by committee.

“It’s exciting, ya know?" said senior 
midfielder Garan Vartanian, who 
smashed in a god from the top of the 
pendty box 12 minutes into the second 
hdf. "You don’t know who’s going to 
break through and score. You see it (var­
ious players scoring gods) in practice, 
but that doesn’t necessarily correlate to 
the game. But we’re doing it. It’s great to 
see multiple guys score in every game.... 
It feels great that it isn’t necessarily me 
scoring the gods for the team. Everyone 
is a part of it, and it’s great to see rather 
them everyone being in the shadow of 
the star players on our last team.”

Also scoring against the Warriors 
were Daniel Bravo, who snuck in the 
opening god just inside the right post, 
and Grant Mooradian, who tapped in a 
bang-bang play off a throw-in to notch 
the winning score.

But it’s not just the players in the at­
tack leading the way.

CC (2-3) dso has depth along the 
back line, including defender Simon 
Sawyer, a four-year veteran who isn’t 
taking his role as one of the team’s cap­
tains lightly.

"Following the legacy of brothers 
Ryan (CC’s 2016-27 Gatorade Player of

Northville's Brendan Herger competes in the third annual Lamplighter 
Invitational cross country race Friday, Aug. 18, 2023, at Ford Field in Livonia 
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

meet winner Connell Alford of Chelsea 
(15:22.7). “It’s hard to try your hardest — 
if that makes sense. I can exert myself 
for 2 minutes (in a middle-distance 
track event) a lot easier than I can for 15 
minutes. It’s the mentd game, the men- 
td side of things.

"I’ve got to get better at competing, 
and I’ve got to stop being afrdd about 
leaving it dl out there.”

It’s not that Herger looks at cross 
country as a necessary evil that helps 
him stay in shape for track season. Be­
cause he certainly puts in the effort and 
miles to be one of the best in Michigan at 
traversing hills, tough terrain and trails 
to be the first to cross the finish line.

According to Athletic.net, Herger’s 
time was the fastest in all of D-l during 
Week 1 of the season (Alford and Chel­
sea compete in D-2).

And you don’t just win the Kensing­
ton Lakes Activities Association 
(15:30.8) and D-l regiond (15:23.9) 
championships as a junior without lov­
ing the sport a little bit.

He just wishes he could overcome the 
mentd blocks that keep him from actu- 
dly being the best. That’s what he does 
on the track. For two minutes, give or 
take, it’s just him dl-out sprinting. It’s 
muscle memory at this point. He doesn’t 
necessarily have to think about the run­
ners in the other seven lanes.
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Monday couldn't have been a better 
debut for the Livonia Churchill boys 
soccer team.

Career club player Benji Cook intro­
duced himself to the Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association by scoring three 
goals in his first high school match.

First-year varsity players such as ju­
nior midfielder Colton Borg and sopho­
more forward Gentri Truni proved dur­
ing the 3-0 victory over Westland John 
Glenn that they'll be vital additions to 
the Chargers' attack.

And new coach Chris Burnette plant­
ed his flag and officially proclaimed 
himself a Churchill guy.

It was just the season opener, but it 
was a statement win for the rebuilding 
program.

“Honestly, Churchill has been a good 
home for me,” said Burnette, who has 
coached the Chargers’ girls team since 
2018 but took over for former boys coach 
Eric Puroll this past off-season. "I get 
along really well here. I like the students 
here. I think there is some opportunity 
here for us to be good.”

The reason that’s an eye-opening 
statement for Burnette to say is because 
he is a Livonia Franklin graduate.

In fact, all of his family members 
graduated from the rival Patriots as did 
his wife, her family members and their 
own children.

Burnette coached at Franklin for sev­
en years, including a half-decade as the 
varsity boys coach. When he stepped 
down, he thought he was done coaching 
for good.

But the chance to coach at Churchill 
proved to be too good to turn down.

“I just thought there was some op­
portunity here,” Burnette added. "I 
thought we’d be pretty good. So far 
we’ve got some guys from the youth pro­
grams such as Colton and Benji and 
some guys coming out of the AC Milan 
and Wolves (travel) teams and stuff. 
We’re the smallest school in the KLAA.

We’re half the size of Northville. But 
we’re getting kids to play sports. All of 
the other coaches here and 1, we push to 
have dual-sport athletes. And we’re get­
ting them. I’ve even got two guys out 
who run cross country.”

Getting travel players to spend the 
fall playing for their own high school 
should be a boon for Churchill because it 
has some great soccer talent roaming its 
halls during the school day.

Generally, though, they stick to play­
ing for their clubs throughout the school 
year.

Cook, who Burnette has known since 
he was in elementary school, elected to 
give playing varsity soccer a shot as a ju­
nior. He didn’t disappoint in his first 
start.

He banged in a goal off the frame just 
13 minutes before halftime to give the 
Chargers a 1-0 lead over John Glenn.

Then he grabbed a rebound, deked 
Rockets goalie Jose Diaz and a pair of 
defenders for a point-blank god just 12

minutes into the second half.
“Benji’s a dribbler," Burnette said. 

“Everyone knows he’s a dribbler. But it’s 
still pretty hard to defend him. He’s got a 
great touch on the ball and a good field 
presence. When he dribbles, dribbles, 
dribbles, dribbles and then distributes, 
he can be a top-notch player.”

Cook earned the hat trick by getting 
his toe on a bang-bang play in front of 
the net about 10 minutes later.

“It's fun. It's a pretty direct (style of 
play), and there's less possession and a 
lot of running behind,” said Cook, who 
normally plays year-round for the Mich­
igan Wolves, about the high school 
game vs. travel ball. “I wanted to score 
today, but I didn’t know I’d get three this 
early into my career, but I hope to score 
more in future games."

That shouldn’t be a problem with the 
talent surrounding him.

Churchill should be a middle-of-the- 
pack-or-better program in the KLAA- 
East this fall. Can they keep up with the

likes of Dearborn Fordson or rivals 
Franklin and Livonia Stevenson? That 
could be a tall order for Burnette’s first 
year. But should he stick around and 
help build the program, it could be a di­
vision contender in a few years.

“I’m liking it,” Burnette said. “Even 
my girls (his children) have said that 
this is the most positive boys team 
they've seen me coach. These boys are 
super good to each other and they sup­
port each other.”

The Chargers (1-0) face Dearborn 
next, but they should learn just how tal­
ented their team is when they host Ste­
venson for their first Livonia city cham­
pionship matchup of the season Mon­
day night. They're hoping they play just 
as well in that one as they did in their 
debut. With Burnette on the sideline, 
there’s a good chance they will.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.
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Livonia Churchill’s Benji Cook shoots during a Kensington Lakes Activities Association-East boys soccer match Aug. 21
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

Hat trick helps Churchill soccer 
team win in new coach’s debut
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BOYS SOCCER

Brighton newcomer dazzles in win over Novi

Time for

of Total Purchase*

Why choose Leaf guard gutter 
protection for your home?

Brighton's Andrew Bowman and Novi’s 
Jackson Brickey battle for the ball.

die of the field, dribbled to about 30 
yards out and fired a shot inside the left 
goal post with 19:32 left in the first half.

"I’ve been practicing a lot with my 
shot,” he said. “I decided to let one rip. 
The rest is history, I guess.

“Honestly, I never really had the free­
dom to take shots like that in my club. 
Having a little opportunity to open up 
like that and let one fly, I’m happy with

Owe-Piece
Systems
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BRIGHTON — It took just one game 
for Colin Robertson to confirm he made 
the right decision by playing soccer for 
Brighton his senior year.

Playing for a fancy club team has its 
perks, but Robertson has developed his 
skills while playing in relative anonym-

20%Thkket 
Akiwwrfwm

That changed Aug. 21 when he put on 
a show in front of his classmates and 
community in a 2-0 victory over Novi at 
Sloan Field.

“It was quite surreal,” Robertson said. 
“I never had an environment like this in 
my life. I’ve always played club. I never 
had under the lights, I’ve never had kids 
show up to the game. It’s a bit sad, but it 
was a dream come true. I really enjoyed

Brighton’s Anthony Klebba plays the ball in front of Novi’s Yuto Shibata during 
the Bulldogs’ 2-0 victory Monday, Aug. 21, 2023 at Sloan Field.
PHOTOS BY TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

ago before moving to the Wolves, who 
are based in Livonia. Among them was 
McGinnis, who received all-state hon­
orable mention as a sophomore last 
year.

“We played when we were real little,” 
McGinnis said. “To be back out here 
again, he brings so much energy. I just 
love playing with the kid.”

"So, it’s a good reunion for the last 
year of high school to play with them 
again,” Robertson said.

Robertson appeared to have his first 
high school goal ticketed for under the 
crossbar on a free kick with 22:30 left in 
the first half, but Novi goalie Nate Cur­
tiss somehow shot up and got his left 
hand on a howitzer, tipping it over the 
crossbar.

Robertson pulled his jersey over his 
face in a brief display of frustration, but 
he didn’t have to wait much longer to 
break through.

He picked up a loose ball in the mid-

u * 11T Y r f 1 rf

< GOOD 
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Brighton fans enjoyed what they saw 
from a player who chose to play for the 
Bulldogs this fall instead of the Michi­
gan Wolves, his club team.

Robertson scored the game’s first 
goal after being robbed on a shot three 
minutes earlier.

He was dynamic with the ball on his 
feet and unleashed several booming 
shots that were next-level for a high 
school player.

"I’ve always wanted to play high 
school,” he said. “I always came to the 
games when I was younger. My club 
never allowed me to play high school, 
because it’s a 10-year commitment. I 
was really happy I came out this year, 
my last year, so hopefully we can go far 
this year.”

The expectations for Brighton are 
considerably higher with Robertson 
pairing up with junior Devlin McGinnis, 
the Bulldogs’ leading scorer last season. 
McGinnis scored the other god against 
Novi.

"Any time you add a player of his cali­
ber coming from the academy, it just 
gives the guys a different level of belief 
and confidence that anything is possi­
ble," Brighton coach Mark Howell said. 
“We can achieve some great things.”

Robertson played with several of his 
high school teammates about 10 years

McGinnis made it 2-0 with 7:03 left 
in the first half on a shot that wasn’t in­
tended to be a scoring attempt. He drib­
bled toward the left comer and tried to 
pass the ball to the front of the net. In­
stead, it lofted over the outstretched 
hands of Curtiss.

McGinnis fell flat on his back in dis­
belief.

“To be honest, I was going for a cross 
and I just overhit it a little," McGinnis 
said. “I put in the work to get to the cor­
ner and sometimes it just lucks out for

come to you in our Mobile Showroom* and provide a 

FREE in-home consultation with a down*to*tho*ponny quote.

you. Obviously, I didn't expect to do it. It 
just shocked me that it went in.”

Reece Meyer made three saves in the 
first half and Charlie Burchfield made 
five in the second half to share the shut­
out.

Brighton could have easily scored 
five or six goals if not for some spectac­
ular saves by Curtiss, especially in the 
second half.

"We knew they were going to be 
good,” Novi coach Todd Pheiffer said. 
“We knew they were going to be much 
better than last year, just because 
there’s going to be a lot of growth and 
they have a lot of returning players. 
They added (Robertson) to their team, 
who wasn't there last year. He’s a very 
dynamic player out there. He creates a 
lot of offense."

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN
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Belleville QB halfway to state title four-peat

Belleville quarterback Bryce Underwood hands off to running back Jeremiah
Baesley during practices Tuesday, Aug. 15. kirthmon f. dozier/detroit free press

Observations from Brighton’s opening 
football loss to CJ Carr, Saline
Bill Khan
Livingston Daily
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

BRIGHTON — It wasn’t any different 
this time around than it was when Belle­
ville’s Bryce Underwood or Grand 
Ledge’s Shawn Foster came to town at 
the end of last season.

Brighton faced an elite quarterback 
for the third consecutive game Thurs­
day night when Notre Dame recruit CJ 
Carr led Saline into the Bulldogs’ stadi­
um.

Brighton was saddled with another 
lopsided loss, 42-3, that leaves observ­
ers wondering if the Bulldogs were real­
ly that bad or if it was just what happens 
when high school kids face incredibly 
talented players at the most important 
position on the field.

Carr is ranked the No. 1 player in 
Michigan by the Detroit Free Press, Un­
derwood is the top-ranked junior quar­

Mick McCabe
Special to Detroit Free Press

Belleville’s first practice of the day 
was winding down and first-year head 
coach Calvin Norman was shooting the 
breeze with a reporter when a question 
popped into his head:

"Has any quarterback ever won four 
state championships?”

That possibility, at least, has existed 
six times in Michigan high school foot­
ball: Farmington Hills Harrison (1997­
2001), East Grand Rapids (2006-10) and 
Grand Rapids West Catholic (2013-17) 
each won five consecutive state cham­
pionships, but none had one quarter­
back start four of them.

Three other schools — Ithaca (2010­
13), Detroit DePorres (1981-84) and Mus­
kegon Catholic Central (2013-16) — won 
four straight titles, though none of them 
had the same quarterback all four years, 
either. • *

Norman was not putting the cart be­
fore the horse, but he was naturally curi­
ous — because a year from now, that 
question could become quite relevant.

Belleville, the Free Press’ preseason 
No. Iteam in the state, is coming off two 
consecutive championships and is the 
overwhelming favorite to make it three 
when it begins the season Friday 
against River Rouge at 7 p.m. in the Prep
Kickoff Classic at Wayne State.

Norman’s question is pertinent be­
cause Bryce Underwood is going for his 
third title and he is only a junior.

In 2021, Underwood was only a fresh­
man when Belleville defeated Rochester 
Adams, 55-33.

“All I know is we won,” Underwood 
said. “I had five touchdowns, that’s it. 
That’s all I remember.”

That’s enough.
Underwood put on an awe-inspiring 

performance for anyone, much less a 
freshman. He completed 12 of 21 passes 
for 284 yards and five touchdowns. He 
also carried the ball five times for 62 
yards, including a 30-yard touchdown 
run.

Underwood’s memory of last sea­
son’s title game isn’t much different.

“Three touchdown, we won,” he said. 
"That’s all the matters.”

A season ago, the Tigers drilled Cale­
donia, 35-17, as Underwood completed 
15 of 25 passes for 155 yards and two 
TDs. A third touchdown came on a 48- 
yard run as he gained another 149 yards 
on 10 carries.

Underwood, who passed for 2,751 
yards and 37 touchdowns last fall, is 
back, and his goal for his junior season 
is pretty much the same as it was for the 
previous two years.

“We win the state championship,” he 
said. *

While Belleville will be the red letter 
game on every opponent’s schedule, he 
believes the Tigers are better than a year 
ago and so is he.

An inch taller and 15 pounds heavier, 
he’s now 6 feet 4 and 210 pounds.

"He put on a lot of weight," said line- 
backer/running back Jeremiah Beasley, 
who has committed to Michigan. "He 
stayed in the weight room. He’s reading 
defenses better, his leadership is better, 
just everything.”

Norman replaces disgraced former 
coach Jermain Crowell, who was fired 
from Belleville after the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association suspended 
him from coaching for two years.

For the previous four seasons, Nor­
man was a Belleville assistant after 
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terback in the country and Foster is a 
dynamic athlete who is playing wide re­
ceiver at Grand Valley State.

Carr led the Hornets to touchdowns 
on five of his first six possessions, not 
including a kneel-down to end the first 
half. He threw one touchdown pass, an 
80-yard catch-and-run by Ladainian 
Woods, and ran for a 5-yard touchdown.

From here on out, unless Brighton 
earns a shot at Underwood and Belle­
ville in the KLAA championship game, 
the Bulldogs won’t face another quarter­
back remotely as dangerous as the last 
three who have led their teams to routs 
of Brighton.

“It’s tough, because you play to stop 
the run in high school football all the 
time, but these guys can throw it as well 
as they can," Brighton coach Brian Lem­
ons said. “You’ve got to have guys who 
can step up and win some one-on-one 
battles. Our kids are going to get out 
there and try it every time. We have to 

serving as head coach at Detroit Cody 
from 2008-18.

He has had a bird’s eye view of Un­
derwood’s growth as a quarterback 
since his freshman year.

"His confidence is way up, obviously” 
Norman said. “He’s definitely working 
harder in the weight room, a lot more so 
than I’ve ever seen since he’s been 
there. But I push the weight room.”

New to the staff is offensive coordi­
nator Spencer McCourt, who played at 
Bloomfield Hills Lahser and Northwood 
University before serving as a graduate 
assistant at Bowling Green.

Norman is delighted with what he 
has seen from McCourt since he began 
making tweaks to the offense, which is 
making a difference with Underwood.

“He’s more accurate with his throws,” 
Norman said. “He definitely under­
stands coverages more, so not to make 
so many bad throws. Once again, with 
coach McCourt being around mentoring 
him, man, it’s a big plus to have him, he 
picks up information really quick.”

McCourt has never seen Underwood 
play in person. But he has watched a lot 
of game film on him, and, as everyone 
knows, film don’t lie.

The allure to taking the quarterback 
coach job at Belleville is the opportunity 
to help Underwood reach his potential.

“He doesn’t even know what he’s ca­
pable of yet,” McCourt said. "He*s a 
hoise. It kind of bothers me when peo­
ple say it’s God-given ability. He works 
really hard for it. That's cool to see when 
a kid’s really talented.”

The reason Belleville is ranked No. 1 is 
that Underwood is not the only “really 
talented” player on the team.

Beasley is a returning all-state line­
backer, but he could be an all-state run­
ning back as well.

“1 like linebacker better,” he said. 
“Just being able to run around and hit 
people. That’s what I like best about 
linebacker.”

If you’ve watched Beasley carry the 
ball, it seems his mission is to run 
around and hit as many people as pos­
sible there, too — he doesn’t run away 
from defenders, he runs into and over 
them.

“You know it’s always good to get at 
running back and run the ball,” he said. 

put them in the right position."
Carr did throw one interception 

when a deflected ball was picked off by 
senior lineman Logan Weaver.

A perfectionist, Carr believes he can 
play better.

“Just understanding when 1 have to 
get the ball out," Carr said. “A lot falls on 
me. Just fixing those little mistakes. Ob­
viously, when you put up 42 points, 
you’re happy, but we can always im­
prove.”

As great as the opposing quarter­
backs have been, it would help the Bull­
dogs if they could generate some of­
fense.

In their three straight losses to Belle­
ville, Grand Ledge and Saline, they’ve 
been outscored 122-9. All the Bulldogs 
could manage was one Braeden Chiles 
field goal in each game.

Brighton moved the ball fairly well in 
the first half, generating 12 first downs, 
but stalled deep in Saline territory twice

“It’s always fun to run the ball and get 
the crowd hyped.”

With the depth Belleville has at run­
ning back, a coach might choose to limit 
him to defense to keep him fresh for that 
spot.

But keeping Beasley on the sideline 
isn’t much of an option for Norman.

"We have, like, six running backs that 
can go, but Jeremiah runs in a way that, 
man, you’ve got to recognize him as a 
running back,” Norman said. "Just his 
low center of gravity and how he runs 
and how he sees the hole — he sprints to 
it.

"Yeah, he’s going to get a lot of tOUCh­
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while the game was in the balance. 
Chiles kicked one field goal and missed 
another.

"Our offense was inconsistent,” Lem­
ons said. “The guys hard a hard time 
consistently executing what was asked 
of them. I don’t know if it’s just a matter 
of us practicing it more or it’s a person­
nel thing.”

It might seem strange to single out 
one play in a 39-point blowout, but 
Carr’s 28-yard pass to Caid Fox on 
fourth-and-12 in the second quarter 
may have been the backbreaker for 
Brighton.

Fox was wide open down the left 
sideline for the pass, which moved the 
ball to the Bulldogs’ 5-yard line. One 
play later, Carr scrambled untouched for 
six to give Saline a 21-3 lead.

Had the Bulldogs made the stop, they 
would have been down 14-3 with the ball 
and some momentum. Instead, the rout 
was on.

es. He’s going to be hard to bring down." 
There is a lot more to the Tigers than 

just skill positioned players. Junior La­
mar Fairfax will play offensive guard 
and defensive tackle; he is another 
weight room maniac, capable of squat­
ting 500 pounds.

Add center/defensive tackle Ronald 
Jackson to the mix and there is the mak­
ings of a terrific line on both sides of the 
ball.

“Jackson’s similar to Lamar Fairfax,” 
Norman said. “These guys are strong, 
they’re fast, athletic. They’re not typi­
cally what you would normally see as a 
D-line spot because they're so athletic 
they can move. They’re going to be really 
difficult to block.”

Another standout is wide receiver/ 
defensive back Adrian Walker, a two­
way factor last season as a sophomore.

How Walker adapts to different situ­
ations amazes Norman.

“Some of these things are not on 
coaching, they just have this natural 
ability to know how to play the game of 
football,” he said. "That’s where he’s at. 
His IQ of understanding his position, 
where he’s playing at and what he needs 
to do, it’s not so much coaching, he just 
has the ability.

“He’s fast, he’s so athletic so it’s go­
ing to be difficult to cover him and it’s 
also going to be difficult to throw on 
him.”

One of the reasons it will be difficult 
to throw on Walker? He has to go against 
the consensus top junior quarterback in 
the nation each day in practice.

“It’s not easy at all,” Walker said. “His 
throwing ability is great. I know there’s 
no quarterbacks better than him, so 
whenever I play I’m used to having him 
as the quarterback.

“He’s the No. 1 quarterback in the 
country for a reason .”

Twitter: @mickmccabel.

http://www.htrcc.ntt
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help them make ends meet. This 
means that employees may be 
lured away by the prospect of bet­
ter pay at big box businesses that 
may have more available capital to 
pay employees. In addition, large 
firms can provide access to less 
expensive health care plans be­
cause they are servicing a greater 
number of employees.
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powered by Lending Tree, 86 per­
cent of small businesses are facing 
economic challenges as of 2022. 
The latest MetLife and U.S Cham­
ber of Small Business Index has 
identified issues that many small 
businesses are confronting in the 
current economic climate.

and credit to finance their business 
operations have been hit hard by 
the rising interest rates the Federal 
Reserve has been implementing to 
stem inflation. These rising rates, 
coupled with revenue struggles, 
a,re added costs to doing business.

Small businesses are the eco­
nomic engine that runs countries 
across the globe. Such businesses 
comprise a larger share of the eco­
nomic landscape than big firms. 
Despite how essential a thriv­
ing small business sector is, such 
firms are vulnerable to the fluctu­
ating economic conditions, partic­
ularly in the aftermath of the glob-

• Revenue generation: As the 
costs of supplies and labor has 
risen due to inflation, small busi­
nesses have struggled to gener­
ate revenue. The U.S. Chaipber of 
Small Business reported that, in 
the fourth quarter of 2022, nearly 
seven in 10 small business own­
ers said they raised prices to cope 
with rising inflation as a measure 
to help mitigate revenue lags. Even 
after raising prices, certain small 
businesses have been having trou­
ble breaking even.

Small businesses are facing con­
siderable obstacles in the modern 
economy. Consulting with a busi­
ness advisor may help entrepre- 
neuers solve these issues.

• Inflation: The Index indicated 
inflation is the number one con­
cern for small businesses today, 
with 53 percent of firms reporting 
this is the biggest challenge they 
are facing. When the survey was 
conducted, inflation was up 30 
percentage points year-over-year. 
Also, according to Goldman Sachs’ 
10,000 Small Businesses Voic­
es survey, more than 76 percent 
of respondents said the financial 
health of their business had been
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• Supply chain issues: Larger 
corporations may be able to source 
their products from many different 
vendors to keep shelves stocked, 
but smaller businesses often ex­
perience difficulties when items 
become unavailable. An Oracle 
survey reported that 80 percent 
of consumers would stop buying 
from a brand entirely if they expe­
rienced delays or shortages in their 
orders. This has been troubling to 
small businesses who have found 
it harder to compete with larger 
firms amid supply chain disrup­
tion.
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• Recruitment and retention: 
Finding and keeping quality em­
ployees has been challenging for 
some time. This has been exacer­
bated by the fact that everyone is 
feeling the pinch of rising costs, 
and individuals need jobs that will 
offer salaries and benefits that can
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