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Novi soccer gets confidence
boost in win over South Lyon
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Suspect
identified
in 1982

murder of

SL teen

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LANSING — After 41 years, police
believe they have solved the murder of
South Lyon teen Kimberly Louiselle.

Michigan State Police confirmed in
a press release Thursday that Charles
David Shaw was identi-
fied as the suspect in
the 1982 murder. Shaw,
a 26-year-old Livonia
resident who died in
1983, was identified ear-
lier this year as the killer
of Christina Castiglio-
ne, a 19-year-old Red-
ford woman whose murder also went
unsolved for 40 years.

Louiselle, 16, was last seen on
March 20, 1982, near Eight Mile and
Merriman roads in Livonia. Her body
was found nearly a month later on
Apfl] 14 in the Island Lake Recreation
A )

Louiselle

1

but, in 2022, the case was reopened.
MSP cold case detectives and students
from Michigan State University's
School of Criminal Justice resubmit-
ted evidence for forensic testing.

Simultaneously, the Livingston
County cold case team was reexamin-
ing the homicide of Castiglione, who
was last seen hitchhiking on Five Mile
Road near Merriman in Redford on
March 19, 1983, and was found stran-
gled and sexually assaulted 10 days lat-
er in Livingston County. DNA found on
her body was preserved and linked to
Shaw through forensic genealogy, ac-
cording to the release.

Shaw, who died in November 1983
from accidental sexual asphyxiation,
never had his DNA previously submit-
ted into the national Combined DNA
Index System. It is now in the system
and matches recovered evidence from
both cases, state troopers said.

Detectives are exploring the possi-
bility that Shaw is responsible for ad-
ditional crimes. Anyone with informa-
tion can contact Detective Sgt. Larry
Rothman of the MSP at 313-407-9379.
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The Lyon Township Planning Commission has recommended approval of a prelimina

ry site plan for Settler’s Ridge, a

289-unit housing development on the site of Coyote Golf Course. SUSAN BROMLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Housing plan at Coyote Golf
Course property moves forward

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

LYON TWP. — A plan that would put
289 housing units on the site of Coyote
Golf Club course has received support
from the Lyon Township Planning
Commission, despite citizens' objec
tions over increased traffic.

In a 6-1vote Sept. 11, the commission
recommended approval of a prelimi-
nary site plan for the Settler's Ridge
development, which includes 100
townhomes in 18 buildings; 86 single-
family homes on 80-foot-wide lots;
and 103 single-family homes on 95-
foot wide lots spread across the 183-
acre property at Milford and 12 Mile
roads.

Raising Cane’s

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

CANTON TWP. — Raising Cane’s
Chicken Fingers, a popular fast food
restaurant with a menu limited to
chicken fingers, fries, coleslaw and
Texas toast, could be coming soon to
Canton Township.

The company is proposing a 3,700
square-foot restaurant with seating
for 90 and a drive-thru at 44250 Ford
Road, the current location of TGI Fri
days

While plans call for demolition of

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737. Press 1) fo
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billing, Subscriptior
Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for newsroom

The vote came after a public hearing
during which more than a dozen resi

dents voiced concerns about a lack of

road infrastructure to support more ve
hicles in the area. The plan for Settler’s
Ridge now goes to the township board
for approval

Shannon Jurincic, a resident of the
township for 30 years, told the commis
sion she can’t make a left turn to get on
to Milford Road to reach the expressway
and noted the current traffic load is al
ready too much just from people com
muting to work, and taking their kids to
school and daycare. She has seen emer
gency vehicles struggle to make it down
Milford Road, she said.

“Every family today is a two-car fam
ily, so now we're talking 500 more cars
trying to get out,” Jurincic said. “l hate to

say it, but we need a traffic light. Nobody
does the speed limit. It's only going to
get worse with all the other subs going
up — they have to go to work and get to
(Interstate) 96. This whole thing is a
horrible idea.”

The plan, though, is far less dense
than the 477-home development pro
posal the commission shot down in
2019, smaller than the 310-unit develop
ment floated last year, and is further re
duced from the Settler's Ridge concep
tual plan shown just a few months ago

Jennifer Thomas of Lombardo
Homes said if the project receives all fi
nal approvals, Lombardo hopes to begin
construction in February

Thomas noted in a presentation to

See HOUSING, Page 4A

proposes new Canton location

the current TGI Fridays, manager Joe
Bowker said the restaurant is still oper
ating as usual and no date had been set
for closing

On Sept. 11, the Canton Township
Planning Commission conducted a pub-
lic hearing for a special land use permit
requested by Raising Cane’s, which is
required under the township ordinance

After more than an hour of discus
sion Monday, the commission voted 8-0
to defer action until additional plans for
access management and other issued
were submitted by the company for

See RAISING CANE’S, Page 4A

assified Death
Back (

Send press

pies

releases, calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.cor

Raising Cane’s is the nation's
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New Yemeni

coffee shop opens

in Livonia

Shelby Tankersley
etownlife

A TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — Coffee drinkers have a new, unique
option for their daily pick-me-up.

Haraz Coffee House recently opened its doors at
30120 Plymouth Road, west of Middlebelt Road, serv-
ing up traditional Yemeni coffee and tea along with
familiar favorites like lattes and refreshers.

'It's been great,” said Hamzah Nasser, who owns
the company. “It's busy, especially on the weekend.
We want to build an everyday customer base here
where people will stop in on their way to work.”

Since opening in Dearborn in 2021, Haraz Coffee
has expanded to nine locations with more on the way.
Nasser said the business’ unique offerings are what
set it apart. Other Michigan locations include Detroit
and Warren, and there’s a coming Ann Arbor shop.

“What we brought was something new,” he said.
“It's a new experience with new drinks and amazing
pastries.”

Traditional Yemeni coffee is made with a fine
ground that, once brewed in boiling water, isn't fil-
tered out. The method makes for stronger, thicker
coffee. The practice has been used by international
coffee lovers for thousands of years.

“The first cup of coffee ever made was made in Ye-
men, specifically in the Haraz Mountains,” Nasser
said.

If people are looking for something more familiar,
Nassar recommends trying the Haraz or pistachio
lattes. On the sweets side, the milk cakes and mosaic
cakes are especially popular, Nasser said. Once the
Livonia shop gains a larger customer base, people
will be able to place their order through an app.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at
stankersle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448.
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Kristen Edson, Livonia's new library director. SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Livonia hires Swartz Creek
native as library director

According to Edson, residents can expect to chime
inon the Livonia's library services, programs, commu-
nication and more. Questions will help the city decide
how to make the Bennett Civic Center Library, 32777
Five Mile Road, and the Carl Sandburg Library, 30100
W. Seven Mile Road, best serve residents.

People can also expect to be asked for comments on
the long-closed Alfred Noble Library, 32901 Plymouth
Road.

“Normally there is some question about conve-
nience for patrons,” Edson said. “I'm not sure yet, but I
imagine there will be something about that location.”

Like her predecessor, Toni LaPorte, Edson loves
that libraries are a community gathering place for all
kinds of people. She plans on keeping Livonia's librar-
ies the beloved institutions they are now.

“The best thing about working in a library, to me,
has always been that we are generalists,” Edson said.
“Whatever passion, whatever hobby you have, you
have the opportunity to bring that here. If you love
soap making, there are other people out there who also
love that and you can come here for a soap-making
program.

“I want the library to be a safe, welcoming place for
people to come in and connect with knowledge and the
greater community. I want people to be able to explore
whatever interests they happen to have.”

Get the latest headlines for metro Detroit every
moming in your mailbox by signing up for our daily
briefings newsletter.

stankersle@hometownlife.com

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — There’s a new head librarian in town.

Kristen Edson took over as Livonia's library direc-
tor earlier this month, and she’s happy to be back in
her home state. The Swartz Creek native was drawn
back to Michigan from her former job in Louisiana by
family. She’s looking forward to getting to know Livo-
nia better in the coming months.

“I really enjoyed the interview process and hear-
ing from people who work for the City of Livonia,” Ed-
son said. “They talked about how much they enjoy it.
Hearing that people have big plans for the city and for
the libraries specifically was really good to hear.”

Edson has also worked in Kalamazoo and Chicago
libraries. Most recently, she’s been the deputy direc-
tor at the East Baton Rouge Parish Library.

One of her first tasks as director will be to oversee
a strategic planning process for Livonia's three li-
braries, one of which has been closed for years due to
mold. The first step is a resident survey, which Edson
expects to send out next month. The city hired libr-
arylQtolead the effort and expects the process to run
through March of next year.

“It's about what the community wants,” Edson
said. “I'm interested in going through an in-depth
strategic planning process. I'm looking forward to
really getting into the weeds and really learning
about the community more through that process.”

Livonia theater installing new sound
system ahead of Taylor Swift film

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

conditions stated in the applicable rate card. copies of which are
available from the advertising department. We reserve the right not
to accept an advertiser’s order. Our ad-takers have no authority to
bind this newspaper and only publication of an ad constitutes
acceptance of the advertiser's order

LIVONIA — The
Phoenix Theatres is

CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, September 27, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center,
45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider JSP23-22 CENTRAL PARK ESTATES
SOUTH LOCATED_EAST OF BECK ROAD. SOUTH OF GRAND RIVER AVENUE
(SECTION 16) FOR PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN, WETLAND PERMIT, WOODLAND
PERMIT, AND STORMWATER MANAG! [ PLAN APPROVAL. The applicant is
proposing to develop the vacant 7-acre parcel with an apartment building with 142 units
Access off Beck Road is proposed, with a secondary connection to the existing Central Park
Estates development to the north. The parcel is in the RM-2 High-Density, Mid-Rise Multiple
Family zoning district

Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department during regular
business hours (8:00 A M. to 5:00 PM.)
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Subject Parcel ID: 50-22-16-300-055

All intere are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
\eard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 45176 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City's regular busines
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM
Wednesday, September 27, 2023.

Published on September 21, 2023

ted person

making its renovation era
a little shorter

The movie theater in
Laurel Park Place mall,
37700 Six Mile Road, is
expediting installation of
a Dolby Atmos surround
sound system in prepara-
tion for the release of the
“Taylor Swift: The Eras
Tour” concert film. The
theater plans for the new
system to be in place for
the film's first showing on
Friday, Oct. 13.

“We are delighted to
bring Taylor Swift's in-
credible journey to the big
screen at Phoenix Thea-
tres Laurel Park Place,”
said Austin Johnson, the
creative and marketing
director for Phoenix
Theatres, in a release. “It
allows you to experience
the music as if you were
sitting in the front row at
the concert.”

The sound system is
part of an ongoing
$1.2 million renovation of
the theater.

The “Taylor Swift: The
Eras Tour” concert film
will show at the Phoenix
Theatres inside Laurel
Park Place in October.
JOHN HEIDER/
HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Other coming updates
include heated and re-
clining seats, darker au-
ditoriums and sound up-
grades.

Swift’s upcoming film
opens Friday, Oct. 13, in
theaters nationwide. It
follows her wildly suc-
cessful “The Eras Tour,”
which has sold out stadi-
ums across the country
and includes music from
her 10 studio albums. The

tour included two shows
at Detroit’s Ford Field in
June, though the film
documents recent shows
in Los Angeles.

The film is expected to
be just as popular as the
concert, earning a record
$26 million in ticket sales
revenue during the first
24 hours tickets were
available through AMC
Theatres. The tour itself
is expected to gross over
$2 billion from its United
States shows alone.

People can purchase
tickets for the show at
phoenixmovies.net.
Tickets cost $19.89 for
adults and $13.13 for chil-
dren and seniors. Movie-
goers in Livonia will also
be able to purchase com-
memorative cups, pop-
corn buckets and more.

Get the latest head-
lines for metro Detroit ev-
ery morning in your mail-
box by signing up for our

‘daily briefings newslet-

ter.

NOTICE
CITY OF NOVI1

REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT

PTSLU23-0006
PTSLU23-0007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the representatives for Suburban Collection Showplace
and Premier Relocation Mayflower are requesting a Temporary Special Land Use
Permit in accordance with 7.6.2 of the Novi Zoning Ordinance for Temporary Parking of
Trucks and Trailers for parcels 50-22-16-152-007 and 50-22-16-301-010. East of Taft Road
and North of Grand River Avenue from October 17, 2023, through October 17, 2024. The

properties are zoned [-1 (Light Industrial) and the use is contrary to 3.27 of the Novi Zoning
Ordinance
A public hearing can be requested by any property owner whose property is located within 300

feet of the boundary of the property being considered for a temporary special land use permit

A public hearing will be held at 1:00 P.M. on October 17, 2023, at the Novi Civic Center,
45176 Ten Mile Road in the Mayor’s Conference Room. All written comments should be

Novi Planning Commission directed to Nina Schaffrath and must be received prior to Monday. October 18, 2023, by 3
Michael Lynch, Secretary PM.
v v . 1 4 ¢ "



mailto:stankersle@hometownlife.com

HOM. I/NLIFE.COM

3A

107-year-old Floridian, former journalist
stays ‘young at heart’ with tales to tell

Matt Soergel
Jacksonville Florida Times-Unior
USA TODAY NETWORK

POINTE VEDRA, Fla. - Bobbie West
was born in 1916, the bloodiest year of
World War 1. She spent years as a jour
nalist, beginning as a 16-year-old “copy
girl,” and then as a reporter for papers in
her native New York state. She remem-
bers interviewing hoboes hitching rides
on freight trains (they tried to make it
sound romantic but it really wasn’t) and
writing about the oldest bellboy in town.

She took up journalism again after
she moved into a retirement community
in Ponte Vedra, Florida, interviewing
and writing about fellow residents who
caught her interest. She continued her
craft through her 80s, through her 90s,
and then - after singing in a cabaret
show she staged for her100th birthday -
well into her lith decade on Earth.

A couple of months after her 107th
birthday, it was her turn to be inter-
viewed, outside in a welcome breeze in a
favorite shaded spot near a fountain she
can see from her apartment at Vicar's
Landing.

West gave a little smile, appraising
the situation. “When 1 die, which is go-
ing to be tomorrow or the next day or the
next, you'll have a whole new angle.”

Once a journalist ...

She feels good, she says, at 107, and
though her vision is poor and hearing is
sometimes difficult, she’s still mentally
sharp. “But I know my body is breaking
down,” she said.

Later, she looks around the courtyard
at the retirement center, where she's
lived for about 28 years.

“Can you think of a better place to
end your life,” she said, “with a fountain
and these flowers and this weather?”

West has already written her own
obituary and planned her funeral ser-
vice, during which Wendee Rogers, her
longtime friend, bookkeeper and advo-
cate, will read a letter that West wrote to
her children.

“Wendee and I worked it out,” West
said. “It'll be great. My boys are going to
sing. My granddaughter is going to sing.
My grandsons are going to sing. It's go-
ing to be a musical.”

She kidded her interviewer. “You
want to come?” she said, breaking into
another smile. Then she nodded briskly

and gave this tip: “Wat the pape

The Great War,
Mussolini, a lifetime love

It's 1918, and this, she says, is one of
her earliest memories. Her mother is
stricken by the Spanish flu, and her fa-
ther is just home from the Great War. He
isan architect, and the Army sent him to
Europe to design barracks. But all the

Bobbie West at 19.
PROVIDED BY BOBBIE WEST

barracks were already built, so he was
made a lieutenant and given the job of
deciding which pilots would fly mis-
sions each day.

But who was he to decide who would
live or quite possibly die?

“It was his job to send out these
young men, not knowing whether they
would get back or not,” West said. “It
was a terrible, terrible job. He hated it

Back home in Binghamton, N.Y., with
his wife sick, his job now was to take
care of their baby girl. He would rock her
most of the day to keep her calm, hum-
ming the whole time. But if he stopped
humming, Bobbie (born Barbara) would
prompt him: “Daddy, hmm-hmm some
more.”

Another memory: “At the age of 12 |
met my future husband at dancing
school. 1 finally nabbed him 10 years lat
er,” she said. “I had my eye on him. He
didn’t have a chance of escaping, once I
made up my mind.”

Ward West was the one. “He was a
beautiful dancer. He was good-looking,
and he was a jock. He was everythin

her father, who was big in Rotary Inter
national. That’s how she finds herself,
on a hot summer day in Rome, inside a
reception room, part of a group waiting
to meet Italian dictator Benito Mussoli
ni.

He eventually reaches her. She’s eye

\ll"l ‘ll‘
Outside the building, a big
crowd has gathered, chanting for the
dictator. Mussolini goes out on a balco
ny to address them and as he does he
takes West by the arm, plucks a red rose
from a vase, and gives it to her to hold as
she joins him on the balcony

He puts on a hat, steps on a box, and
looks down on the crowd. It's a festival
day in Rome, and it's broiling, and in the
audience below him are many women in
traditional costumes. Mussolini looks
down at West and says, in English, “Poor
things, they must be so hot.

She’s told that story many times over
the decades

Well anyway, that's my claim to

fame whether I like it or not,” she said
Then she chuckled. “My children think
that's the only thing I ever did my whole
life.

to-eye with him, she says

y-foot

A self-written obituary

West's self-written obituary begins
like this: “Barbara Cummings West 7/11
16 leaving a space for another date
still to come.

It continues: “Born in Brooklyn, NY
but grew up in Binghamton, NY until
marriage to A. Ward West in 1940. At-
tended the University of Rochester and
Cambridge University in England. Had
careers in journalism, radio, TV, adver-
tising and public relations.”

She and Ward were married on Nan
tucket Island in Massachusetts and had
a house there for years. They had four
children, two boys and two girls; their
daughter Anne, whom they called Andy,
died in 2018.

Ward West died in a hospital on Nan-
tucket in October 200}, just before he
and Bobbie were due to return for the
winter to Vicar's Landing. They'd
moved to the retirement community in
1995, after 15 years in Sea Island, Ga., so
they could be closer to the Mayo Clinic,
where he was receiving care.

After his death, Bobbie West kept
busy. She socialized, led trivia events,
sung, acted in plays and edited and pub-
lished a book of the memories of the
community’s World War 11 veterans.

At 105 she retired as “events reporter’
for the Vicar's Voice, the community
newsletter, for which she also wrote an
annual and much-awaited Christmas
letter to her late husband. She began

each letter Dearheart” and then

witl

| Sal(

And she’s been a frequent user of the
Vicar's Landing swimming pool, which
on her 107th birthday was named after
her

She needs the time in the water: “It
gives me some vigor. | can feel things
coming back to life that I thought

T rkine anymor \kes you
always beel tive 1
ports and long oyed golt, tennis and
skiing. “l was not great at everything
she said. “But I did everything. Let's
leave it at that

That seems profound, she's told

‘You think so? Well, if you think so

West sald she

‘Her calendar is crazy’

Isn't she a pip?” said her daughter,
Sally West. “You can't make this stuff
up, it's just unbelievable. Especially this
last week when she was in the hospital
with this and that. I thought, this llllt',hl
be it. But no, she’s back swimming and
out for lunch

Her mother has always been strong
willed and confident, said her daughter,
who turns 80 next month and splits her
time between Cape Cod and New Smyr-
na Beach. “Trust me when I tell you, my
mother is feisty and she stands up for
what she wants

Rogers, her assistant, has known
West since 1996 and marvels at her drive
and toughness. West was hospitalized
for four days last week but then was able
to get back in the swimming pool for 50
minutes one day. On the next day she in-
terviewed a 99-year-old Vicar's Landing
resident who'd been a friend of Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman's daughter, Mar-
garet, in front of about 15 people.

“Bobbie is driven. ‘I've got to go read
The New York Times, whether I can see
it or not.” ‘1 want to go the library.’ She
has markers she wants to get done every
day and makes sure she accomplishes
them,” Rogers said. “Friends and rela-
tionships and social engagement are
important to her. Her calendar is crazy.”

Local piano legend Gene Nordan is a
longtime friend who helped her put on
the cabaret show for her 100th birthday.
She always wanted to be a saloon singer,
she’s told him. Her favorite song: “Mem-
ories of You,” from 1930.

When she was in her late 90s, she
was part of a group that went with Nor-
dan on a cruise to the tip of South Amer
ica. And when he started playing on the
piano each night on the ship, West
would start sing.ng and practically the
whole ship would gather around.

She’s always there too, singing, when
he does his regular gig at Vicar's Land-
ing. “She’s an institution,” Nordan said.

Everybody at Vicar's treats her like a

Bobbie West

knows she's right. A good blunt though
she doesn't go too far.”

She can also charm, Nordan said.

“She says, ‘Gene, | know I'm 20 years
older than you, maybe 25 years older,
and I know I'll go to heaven first, but it
won't be heaven until you get there.'”

CITY OF NOV1
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
a public hearing on Wednesday, October 11, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center
45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml to consider JSP23-24 BLM GROUP_EXPANSION
FOR SPECIAL LAND USE, PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN. WOODLAND PERMIT
AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN APPROVALS. The subject property totals
approximately 7.62 acres and is located in Section 4, east of Beck Road and north of Cartier
Drive. The applicant is proposing a 63,608 square foot addition to the existing 75,162 square
foot building for the exasting tenant’s corporate office/manufacturing/warehouse use in the I-1
Light Industnal Distnct.

Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department during regular
business hours (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM.)
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Subject Parcel ID: 50-22-04-151-036 & 50-22-04-151-035

All interested persons are invited to attend this in-person meeting. Verbal comments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made to the Community Development
Department, 45175 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, Ml 48375 during the City’s regular business
hours, Monday thru Friday, from 8:00 A M. to 5:00 PM., and must be received by 4:00 PM
Wednesday, October 11, 2023.

Published on September 21, 2023
Nowvi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary

Publish September 21, 2023

CITY OF NOVI
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission for the City of Novi will hold
1 public heaning on Wednesday, October 11, 2023, at 7:00 P.M. in the Novi Civic Center,
45176 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI to consider JZ22-28 ELM CREEK _FOR INITIAL
CONSIDERATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR A PLANNED REZONING OVERLAY
(PRO) CONCEPT PLAN ASSOCIATED WITH ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 18,737,
TO REZONE FROM OST (OFFICE SERVICE TECHNOLOGY) AND RM-1 (LOW
DENSITY MULTIPLE-FAMILY) TO RM-1 (LOW DENSITY MULTIPLE-FAMILY) The
subject property totals approximately 37 acres and is located west of Meadowbrook Road,
south of Twelve Mile Road (Section 14). The applicant proposes to develop 134 residential
units in two-story townhouse-style buildings

Plans are available for review at the Community Development Department during regular
business hours (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 PM
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Subject Parcel ID' 50-22-14-200-043
All interested persons are invited to atte nd this in-person meeting. Verbal ments may be
heard at the hearing and any written comments may be made t ( munity Development
Department, 45175 W Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 during the City’s regular busine
hours, Monday thru Fniday, from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM , and must be received by 4.00 PM

Wednesday, October 11, 2023.

Published on September 21, 2023
Novi Planning Commission
Michael Lynch, Secretary
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Livonia parents, officials fight for safer school crosswalks

Shelby Tankersley
metownlife
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LIVONIA Danielle Howell is a
crossing guard and mom. When her son
reaches high school, she's worried
about how safe he’ll be getting there

“Even at an elementary school, a lot
of cars take it upon themselves to drive
past even if there's a crossing guard,”
she said. “It undermines what I, as a
crossing guard, am doing and puts peo
ple in danger’

Other parents in the Livonia Public
Schools district share Howell's con
cerns. One of those parents is City
Council President Jim Jolly, who's ask
ing city administration to add better pe
destrian crossings and more stop signs
near schools on city streets

'This is a long developing problem,
Jolly said. “On a lot of these streets near
schools, there used to be stop signs. Be
tween 10 and 15 years ago, they were all
removed with the understanding that
cars would drive slower if there were no
stop signs. So all of these stop signs got
removed and turned these residential
streets into cut through points and half
mile roads.”

Fighting for safer walkways

According to Livonia Mayor Maureen
Miller Brosnan, the city’s traffic com-
mission is set to explore flashing cross-
walk signs near schools in a meeting
this month.

“School crossings are critical safety
issue,” Brosnan said in an email.

But city officials can only do so much.
Some of the district’s schools are locat-
ed on locally-controlled roads and oth-
ers, including the three high schools, are

Housing

Continued from Page 1A

the planning commission that the home
developer reduced the density by nine
lots, increased lot sizes and setbacks
between homes, and connected cul-de-
sSacs.

“Our goal is to maintain the spirit and
intent of the master plan of Lyon Town-
ship, be a good neighbor to all, and util
ize the natural features on site,” Thomas
said.

Raising Cane’s
Continued from Page 1A

review by township planners, engineers
and the police department. Commis-
sioner Nancy Eggenberger was absent.

Representatives from the company
said they will return for a future meet
ing, but a date for that meeting was not
immediately available.

During the Sept. 11 session, Canton
Township community planner Patrick
Sloan said he has concerns about plans
for the site as submitted, most signifi
cantly over traffic and access manage
ment at an eatery that could generate a
high volume of traffic.

“Most of the impacts relate to not just
the traffic on the adjacent roadway sys-
tem, but the impacts on traffic within

LEARN MORE AT

HCSHOWS.COM

The faded crosswalk at Joy Road and Liberty Boulevard was described as one of

the most dangerous in the Livonia school district.

SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

located on roads controlled and main
tained by Wayne County. If any stop
signs, crosswalk signals or painted
crosswalks were to be added at some
schools, Wayne County would have tc
do it

Additionally, middle and high school
students are not accompanied by cross
ing guards when walking to and from
school.

Livonia school officials sent a letter to
Wayne County Commissioner Glenn
Anderson about getting a crossing bea-
con at Joy Road and Liberty Boulevard
in front of Franklin High School.

According to Anderson, he’'s request-
ed the county department of public ser-
vices explore putting a beacon signal at
that intersection, and feels that location
would be a good candidate for grant

While Commissioner Branko Mitkov-
ski said he still wanted to see 30-foot
spacing between homes, and subse-
quently voted no to the project, the ma-
jority of commissioners voiced support.

Carl Towne said he liked the project
and believes it works.

“Roads will be an issue all along,” he
said. “What strikes me is 44% of open
space will be left. I've played that course
and it is beautiful and to keep that con
tiguous space in Lyon is what we are af-
ter.”

Patricia Carcone, who will vote on the
plan again as township treasurer when

drive-thru plan submitted by the com

pany shows enough space for 32 cars to
queue, which far exceeds the zoning re-
quirement for 10.

“Our concern is that we're not aware
of any other Raising Cane’s drive-thru
restaurants in southeast Michigan.
We're concerned the restaurant has the
potential to generate every very high de
mand, being the only...Raising Cane’s in
the region.”

Most Canton Township planning
commissioners were generally suppor
tive of the plan, but als<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>