THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2023 | HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Northville
installs

retractable
bollards

Structures allow it to
reopen downtown streets

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE — The downtown
area is fully open to traffic for the first
time in more than three years, but
newly installed retractable bollards
will allow the city to close the streets
quickly when events are scheduled.

The plan, Mayor Brian Turnbull
said, is to keep Main and Center
streets open to traffic from Nov. 1
through May 1 each year, with tempor-
ary winter closures from time to time.

The bollards, which are currently
retracted as traffic flows through
downtown, are installed in the inter-
sections of Main and Hutton streets,
and Center and Dunlap streets.

Two additional sets of bollards, for
a total of 41, are partially installed
across the Main and Center intersec-
tion. Once installation is complete lat-
er this month, city workers will be able

close streets one or both streets with

raised and lowered individually.
“We're a parade town, a festival town.
Now we can easily open and close on a
weekend for these events.

“Maybe sometime in our lives we’ll
do long weekends in the social district,
we'll see in years to come,” he added.

According to a statement from the
city, the cost of approximately
$200,500 for the bollards was split
evenly between the city and the
Downtown Development Authority,
and includes the project’s planning
and engineering, as well as purchases
and installation.

The 36-inch bollards are black with
reflective bands near the top for night-
time visibility. All first responders in
the city have been provided with keys
to lower the bollards and allow access
by emergency vehicles, Turnbull said.

When streets are open to traffic, the
bollards are lowered into the ground
with a metal plate over the openings.

See BOLLARDS, Page 4A
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Mojave Cantina to debut in
Lyon Twp. with Tex-Mex menu

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LYON TWP. — Nearly four years af
ter a New Year's Eve fire destroyed
Lyon Cantina, a new restaurant has
risen from the ashes.

Mojave Cantina, at 22870 Pontiac
Trail, is expected to welcome diners
inside by the end of November.

“We are waiting for our liquor li-

cense, but we are ready,” owner Phil Tsa
patoris said. “We hope to be open by
Thanksgiving

He recently gave a tour of his new
4,400-square-foot restaurant, which
will seat 120 patrons inside and 50 on ar
outside patio where a fire pit is planned

Mojave Cantina is the first restaurant
Tsapatoris, who has been in the restau
rant business for 20 years and holds a
construction management degree from
Michigan State University, has built

from scratch, but he operates two other
Mojave Cantina restaurants, the first of

which opened in Clawson in 2012 and
the second in White Lake in 2019

The new restaurant features arche
and custom wooden doors that lead t
private banquet room, as well as Mex

ican-themed mustard yellow and terra
cotta red colors that will match his other
eateries

See CANTINA, Page 5A

Novi native knocked out of ‘The Voice’

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

" NOVI — Alison Albrecht suffered a
knockout punch on NBC’s “The Voice”
Nov. 6, ending a wild run on the reality
singing show, but discovering life
changing possibilities.

Her only regret is a decision to not
play an instrument.

“I regret not playing an instrument
and that was my choice,” Albrecht said
Nov. 8 as the Novi native recapped her
time on the popular competition show
“I don’t have any (other) regrets, but I
would have loved for people to see me
play an instrument.”

While she would have preferred to
play guitar in her blind audition perfor
mance of “Ironic,” which landed her a
spot on the show, she also appreciated
the challenge of owning a stage with
only her voice

Albrecht stretched beyond her com
fort zone in several areas on the show,
including doing covers rather than per
forming her own music. Besides her ini
tial Alanis Morissette song, she per
formed a duet of “You Say,” by Lauren
Daigle, in the battle round and then, in
her most recent knockout performance
‘It's Too Late,” by Carole King

King is one of Albrecht's biggest

See ‘THE VOICE’, Page 7A

Alison Albrecht, a native of Novi, sings
Carole King's classic, “It's Too Late,’
during the knockout round on NBC's
show, “The Voice.”
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Milford House, Banditos close after less than 15 months

Susan Bromley
metownlife.com
DAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

MILFORD Milford House has
closed again, a little more than a year af
ter it reopened under new operators fol
lowing a closure during the pandemic.

Banditos, a small plates Mexican bar
that opened in February, is also perma-
nently closed, as well as The Scoop,
which offered ice cream. Both were in
Milford House's 10,000-square-foot
building at the corner of Main and Com-
merce streets in downtown.

The closures were caused by a multi-
tude of problems, said Rob Horvath,
who was brought in less than a month
ago to manage Banditos in a late-stage
effort to salvage the business.

A confluence of issues, including the
lack of continued approval for operation
of the arcade, coupled with a general de-
cline in business necessitated a shut
down,” Horvath said. “Those are some
of the overarching issues. We had prob-
lems finding labor, food costs were

high... Competition from the new res-
taurant was problematic and caught us
out of left field over there.”

Horvath was referring to Sayulita Co-
cina Mexicana, which opened in Octo-
ber across the street.

That may have been the final blow to
the business for which few things seem
to have gone according to plan, includ-
ing a shark tank that never came to fru-
ition.

On Thursday, Horvath grimaced as
he stood in Banditos’ secluded lounge
area, and then strolled to an adjacent
dining area with a bar behind which
several televisions were mounted. Both
areas had seen tens of thousands of dol-
lars in renovations. He then descended
a few steps into a former patio area of
Milford House that has prompted some
of the issues leading to the closure.

The new partners had converted the
space at the front of the restaurant and
brought in dozens of arcade games.
Now, the games have been mostly re-
moved, with the space barren as Hor-
vath and a few helpers clear out the

business.

“The arcade was very successful
when the Milford House was going and
it could have been even more success
ful,” Horvath said. “The intent was to
augment and help drive some of the
business. We envisioned this as a desti
nation for kids' birthday parties and
events for younger people... We brought
in the arcade, a new amenity, which was
successful, but faced other challenges.”

Horvath said that part of Milford
House was profitable, but it closed in
August, with signs declaring that it was
being “remodeled.” A permit allowing a
temporary wall in the patio “where the
arcade lived” expired Nov. 1, however,
and with it died a plan to reopen Milford
House as a pizza buffet and with a lim-
ited bar menu named “Games by the
Slice.”

On one of the doors, a sign bearing lo-
gos for a restaurant of that name, as well
as for Banditos, advertises “Now Hir-
ing,” with positions including line
cooks, dishwashers, busers and bar-
tenders.

But those open positions, which will
now never be filled, are also part of a tale
that has become all too familiar — the
struggle by restaurants to get staff, par-
ticularly cooks.

Milford House and Banditos were no
exception, Horvath said, noting that in
his past 27 days as general manager, he
had talked to 20 line cook candidates on
the phone, got 10 of them to come in for
interviews, and had only one show up to
work.

Horvath noted people who work in
kitchens are his kind of people and a
rare breed — working in a hot, messy,
fast-paced, uncomfortable environ-
ment.

Line cooking is more demanding
than fast food restaurants, where, he
noted, employees can make $15 to $18
per hour. Milford House and Banditos
offered more than that in pay, but
couldn't offer enough to attract workers
and still maintain a profit in a business
with ever-slimmer profit margins, par-
ticularly with inflation driving food
prices higher.

Game Pawn opens new store in Novi with giveaways galore

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NOVI — Get ready to get your game
on.

Game Pawn in the Novi Town Center
opens Nov. 3, full of delights for video
game and collectibles enthusiasts, both
young and “vintage.”

“It's been a long process, and we
didn’t get our spot here until July,” Gar-
rett Pyatt said of the store’s location at
43189 Crescent Blvd., a few doors down
from Walmart. “We're excited to be open
for the holidays and getting it going is a
lot of fun.”

This is the third Game Pawn that
Pyatt and Cam Sohrabi, both 28 and for-
mer classmates at Waterford Mott, have
opened in the past three years: Their
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“We're excited to be open
for the holidays and getting
it going is a lot of fun.”

Garrett Pyatt

first was in Waterford in 2020 and their
second in Ypsilanti, last fall.

The duo buys, sells and trades used
and new video games, electronics and
collectibles, similar to GameStop, but
with a wider selection, Pyatt said.

Game Pawn specializes in “retro”
video games, including systems such as
NES, Nintendo 64 and early PlaySta-
tions, tapping into a market filled with
nostalgic customers who want to play
what they grew up on.

Sohrabi said he enjoys offering rare,

hard-to-find items.

“The pandemic created a market to
go back and look for it,” Sohrabi said,
“and it has skyrocketed. Bring us any-
thing video game related. We base ev-
erything off market data and how things
will sell in the store.”

Most items in the store range from $5
to $20, with inventory changing on a
daily basis. Sohrabi said customers who
bring games to the store may be happily
shocked at how much Game Pawn will
offer.

Game Pawn tries not to turn anything
away, including non-working consoles,
which they buy for parts. They have
simplified selling older games and sys-
tems, so customers can bypass the has-
sle of Facebook Marketplace or eBay
and get cash or store credit for new
games.

The store is filled with thousands of
games and collectibles, too , including
stuffed video game characters like Kir-
by, and hundreds of Funko Pop! vinyl,
pop culture figures.

During the grand opening, the first 50
customers will each receive a $20 gift
card, while the next 50 each get to
choose a Funko Pop! from Game Pawn’s
collection.

Customers should also stay tuned for
upcoming Black Friday sales, including
a raffle drawing for a PlayStation 5.

“Come check us out, almost everyone
can find something they are interested
in,” Sohrabi said.

Game Pawn is open from 10 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Saturday, and
from10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sundays. For more
information, visit www.gamepawnusa.
com.

Firefighters will gift Thanksgiving dinners to seniors
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One such group, the Farmington
Hills Firefighters Local Charity Fund,
gives away full Thanksgiving meals to
low-income seniors.

The nonprofit is anticipating gifting
roughly 80 turkey dinners this year on
Saturday, Nov. 18.

“We get a bunch of turkeys and all
the fixings,” said Kevin Steen, a senior
firefighter and the founder of the char-
ity fund. “We bring these right to peo-
ple's doorsteps. A lot of the time, we
bring it in a firetruck and will hang out
with them for a little bit if they're com-
fortable with that. A lot of these people
are senjors who don't have family in
the area.”

While other local efforts focus on
the homeless, veterans or families,
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Farmington Hills firefighters and their families during the 2022 Thanksgiving
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meal giveaway for local seniors in need. COURTESY OF KEVIN STEEN

Farmington Hills firefighters focus on
locals over the age of 50. The charity
feeds seniors all year through a partner-
ship with the Costick Center, donating
over $10,000 in food in recent years. But
their Thanksgiving event has a special
place in their hearts.

“There’s people in tears,” Steen said.
“For some of us, it’s just a turkey. But it
really means a lot to people.”

Steen said the charity fund relies on
donations from residents and local gro-
cery stores like Kroger, Meijer and Trad-
er Joe’'s for its food program. People can
offer monetary support by calling the
fire department at 248-871-2800 or by
emailing fhffcharityfund@gmail.com.

According to Steen, the Farmington
Hills Firefighters Local Charity Fund is

entirely volunteer-led and keeps most
of its efforts in Farmington and Far-
mington Hills. Other services the group
offers are breast cancer support, tem-
porary housing after house fires, indoor
heaters during power outages and fi-
nancial help during medical emergen-
cies.

During the season of gifting, the fire-
fighters hope their actions inspire oth-
ers to give back to their community.

“Many of us bring our families,” Steen
said. “We hope it starts generational
giving. If your children see you doing
good in the community, I think they
tend to carry that on.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
734-311-0659.

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public heanng to receive public
input on a request in regard to the Gity of Northville Zoning Ordinance to consider the
following varance: On premises zoned R-1B, First Density Residential District on property
located at 343 Fairbrook Court, Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-003-03-0275-
316. The applicant is seeking a variance to place a generator in the side yard setback. The
vanance needed is 4 feet from the required side yard setback of 7 feet for emergency electrical
generators in Section 18.24

The public hearing will be held on December 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 216 W. Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167,
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance
request

The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department

during normal business hours of 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing

time, or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.us (Services, Building and Planning,

Board of Zoning Appealsa

Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted
later than 4:30 pm, November 30, 2023, to the City Clerk at the above address, or using the
y Hall drop box, or emailed to msmith@ci.northyille.mi.us

RYAN MCKINDLES, CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

CITY OF NOVI
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON
CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Notice is given that the Novi City Council will be interviewing applicants for appointment to
the following Boards & Commissions

¢ Board of Review

e Corndor Improvement Authority
e Election Commission

e Historical Commission

¢ Library Board

¢ Zoning Board of Appeals

If you are a registered voter and interested in volunteering to serve on a City Board or
Commission. information about the vanous Boards and Commissions is available at
cityofnovi.org or by contacting the City Clerk’s Office at (248)347-0456

07

The deadline for filing an application is Monday, November 27, 2023. Applicants will be
contacted by the City Clerk's Office regarding the date and time of interviews.

Cortney Hanson, City Clerk

Published: November 16, 20 008TH1760 3u3
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Share laughs in South Lyon, ease
burdens for cancer-stressed families

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

SOUTH LYON — Andrea Miller's life
was upended by cancer last year.

Miller was one of an estimated 1.9
million Americans diagnosed with can-
cer in 2022, according to the American
Cancer Society.

And like so many of those new pa-
tients, she found herself not only in an
emergency health crisis, but under in-
credible financial strain. The wife and
mother of two young sons had to quit
her job as an occupational therapist to
embark on a months-long battle for her
life.

Miller, who did not meet income
guidelines for government assistance,
was relieved to be directed to the New
Day Foundation, which works specifi-
cally to help ease financial stress for
families suffering a cancer crisis.

“To accept something as valuable as
money and time is hard to do,” Miller
said. “But I am thankful there are or-
ganizations and people that donate to
them to help families like mine.”

Kelly Rodriguez, whose own family
has suffered multiple bouts with cancer,
has organized a comedy night fundrais-
er for the New Day Foundation Nov. 17 at
the Riverbank Golf Club, 24095 Currie
Road. An evening of laughs provided by
three comedians and dinner is available
for a $50 ticket, with proceeds benefit-
ing New Day.

“I need my son to know that no mat-
ter your situation, you have to help oth-

Kelly Rodriguez with her husband,
Frank, and son, Grayson. The family
has repeatedly dealt with cancer and
Kelly was inspired to organize an
upcoming comedy fundraiser to assist
other families battling the disease.
COURTESY OF KELLY RODRIGUEZ

ers,” Rodriguez, 46, said.

Her son, Grayson, 12, a student at
Millennium Middle School in South
Lyon, was just 3 when his father and
Rodriguez's first husband, Steve Gor-
nick, died.

Gornick had intimal sarcoma, a can-
cer originating in the lining of his heart,
which went undiagnosed until just four
days before his death in 2014.

Six years later, Kelly was faced with
cancer again as longtime friend Frank

Rodriguez was diagnosed with Stage 4
Hodgkin's lymphoma just a few months
after his wife Yvette, Kelly's best friend
died of a brain aneurysm in 2019

Frank Rodriguez, who had also lost a
7-year-old daughter to cancer many
years before, lacked the strength to
work or to cook his own meals, and was
unable to pay the electric bill or even
make minor home repairs.

Although they didn't know about
New Day at the time, and Frank Rodri
guez has since recovered with the help
of chemo and the love of Kelly, whom he
married just over a year ago, the non
profit was meant for people like them
and the Miller family

Andrea Miller, who has been married
to James for 12 years, is the mother of
Nathan, 10, and Charlie, 4. She was
shocked with a breast cancer diagnosis
in June of last year.

She'd had no symptoms, except a
pain under her arm that she thought
was a pulled muscle and which she
mentioned to her doctor in passing at an
unrelated appointment.

Within 3% weeks of her mammogram
and biopsy, she started five months of
chemotherapy and immunotherapy,
then underwent a double mastectomy
in January of this year, followed by 25
rounds of radiation and finally an all-
clear — meaning that all cancer cells
were declared dead.

But during her treatment, she had to
quit her job to focus on fighting her can-
cer and being a strong wife and mother.
New Day stepped in to make a mortgage
and car payment for the family and re-

1eve ne that financia

Miller, 1 I
ARy 1
Kindness meant t du e of the
most difficult times in her life

I don't think } could ever say than}

you enough to people who don't even
know me and donated their money that
they work hard for and took time away
from their families to make that money
she said. “They found it in their heartsto
donate to families like mine, so I can pay
attention to my kids and participate in
their activities and be an attentive wife
and continue to live through treatment
and not worry about how I am going to
be able to pay the next bill that came
through

R-)d[l['_ll\ Z hope t
many other families by organizing a
fundraiser for the New Day Foundation
to continue their mission

‘Come out and support a great cause
and have a nice night out making mem
ories,” she said. “It's getting close to the
holidays. You can make someone else's
holiday cheerier

The Night Out Comedy & Dinner ben
efiting the New Day Foundation is
planned from 6 to 9 p.m. Nov. 17 at the
Riverbank Golf Club. Featured come
dians are Tom Massey, Ron Rigby and
Brandi Alexander. Tables of six or eight
can be reserved. Patrons must be 18 or
older. To purchase tickets in advance,
visit Eventbrite.com or motownmark.
com.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom
ley@hometownlife.com. Follow her on X
@SusanBromleylO.

) ease that pain fo

New mayors, councilmembers, more

From Staff Reports
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

Voters went to the polls in multiple
Hometown Life cities on Nov. 7 to cast
the final ballots in the November 2023
general eléction.

Unofficial results are below.

South Lyon

South Lyon voters have chosen Steve
Kennedy for their new mayor, electing
him with 1,569 votes. He ovi
ly defeated Jacob McLeod, wh

501 votes. Kennedy has served on the
city council since 2018.

Elected to three available seats on the
city council were incumbent Lisa Dilg
with 1,639 votes, newcomer Thad Bogert
with 1,364 votes, and incumbent Maggie
Kurtzweil with 1,176 votes. Missing the
cut was Jean Dendel with 971 votes.

Northville

In Northville, Mayor Brian Turnbull
ran unopposed and claimed a two-year
term with 1,616 votes.

Four candidates ran for two seats on
the Northville City Council, with the top
two vote-getters winning four-year
terms.

Council newcomer Laura Genitti, a
lifetime resident of Northville and own-
er of Genitti's Hole-in-the-Wall, came
away with a landslide, claiming 1,226
votes. Incumbent Barbara Moroski-

Browne held her seat with 916 votes.

Incumbent Marilyn Price was ousted
after coming in third with 907 votes, fol-
lowed by Robert Sochacki who trailed
with 821 votes

Novi

Justin Fischer was elected Novi's first
new mayor in 12 years and will serve a
2-year term with 7,225 votes. He defeat
ed Aaron Martinez, who received 5,376

votes. Fischer has served as a

four-year seats on the Novi City Council
The top three vote getters winning the
seats were incumbent Laura Casey with
6,151 votes, newcomer Matt Heintz with
6,102 votes, and incumbent Dave Staudt
with 5,904 votes.

Missing the cut were Sujata Raman
with 5,614 votes, Jay Dooley with 5,236
votes, and Joe Peddiboyina with 3,696
votes.

Farmington Hills

Former councilwoman Theresa Rich
has claimed the title of Farmington Hills
mayor, winning with 8,829 votes over
former mayor Ken Massey's 8,323 votes.
Rich will serve a two-year term.

Winning three seats on the Farming-
ton Hills City Council are Bill Dwyer
with 8,937 votes, incumbent Jackie Bo-
leware, 7,920 votes, and Jon Aldred with

6,958 votes. They will each serve a four-
year term.

Falling short were Valentina Lucaj
with 6,850 votes, Mayor Pro Tem Mary
Newlin with 6,644 votes, Alex Meyers
with 6,190 votes and Asim Khan with
2,628 votes.

Birmingham

Birmingham voters approved a sen
ior millage proposition with 3,492 votes

AVOr and OO0 agains

lish a sinking fund for a senior center
that will provide an array of services
The levy ends on July 1, 2027.

A measure to approve sales of mari
juana in Birmingham failed with 3,726
no votes and 1,340 yes votes. Voters
were overwhelmingly against an
amended ordinance that would have al
lowed one medical marihuana facility
and one marihuana recreational estab
lishment to operate in Birmingham.

Bloomfield Hills

Voters in the Bloomfield Hills School
District approved a building and site
sinking fund millage renewal, 5,925
2,798.

The district will continue to levy
.6976 mills for a term of three years with
expected revenue to be used for the con-
struction or repair of school buildings,

school security improvements, the ac
quisition or upgrading of technology,
the acquisition of student transporta-
tion vehicles, trucks and vans as well as
parts, supplies, and equipment used for
the maintenance of these vehicles

Westland

State Rep. Kevin Coleman soundly
won Westland's mayoral race. Coleman
will be Westland's first new mayor in

ver 1 onent

Coleman will serve a two-year term
ending in 2025, completing former May
or Bill Wild's last elected four-year term.
Generally, Westland’s mayor serves a
four-year term

Michael McDermott, Melissa Sam-
pey and Andrea Rutkowski were elected
to four-year terms on council. McDer
mott received 8,944 votes, Sampey re
ceived 7,629 votes and Rutkowski re
ceived 7,470 votes

Emily Bauman took the remaining
position with 7,211 votes and will serve a
two-year term

Council will elect a president and
president pro tem from among them
selves at the beginning of next year.

In the clerk’s office, Clerk Richard Le-
Blanc was reelected with 10,863 votes.
LeBlanc has been clerk since 2015 and
ran unopposed.

Livonia voters reelect mayor, put four on city council

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — Voters in Livonia have
decided to retain their first female may-
or.

According to unofficial election re-
sults, Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan
was elected Tuesday to a second four-
year term. Livonia voters also elected
four people to city council, a new clerk
and a new treasurer.

All results are unofficial until certi-
fied by the Wayne County Board of Can-
vassers.

Voters reelect Brosnan
to second term

Brosnan, a former city council mem-
ber and executive, was reelected with
13,805 votes. The mayor has said a rede
velopment of the city’s senior center,
kicking off the city’'s Livonia Vision 21

Master Plan, will be the central focus of
her second term.

“I cannot tell you how much this vic-
tory means,” Brosnan said to supporters
Tuesday night. “We've put out-a big
dream, a big vision. I don’t know about
you guys, but I think people want us to
continue doing what we're doing.”

Councilwoman Kathleen Mcintyre,
who challenged Brosnan, received
10,838 votes.

Livonia’s mayor serves as the city’'s
chief executive.

“l am so excited we get to do this for
four more years,” Brosnan said. “I hap
pen to think we're pretty good at it.”

Veterans, new faces
elected to city council

Councilman Brandon McCullough,
Martha Ptashnik, Carrie Budzinski and
Councilman Scott Morgan were elected
to serve on Livonia City Council.

McCullough earned the most votes

with 16,409 and will serve a four-year
term, with two years as council presi-
dent, beginning next year. Ptashnik,
who came in second with 14,512 votes,
will also serve a four-year term, two of
which will be spent as council vice
president.

Budzinski earned 13,373 votes and
will serve a four-year term. Morgan re
ceived 13,311 votes and will serve a two
year term.

Jim Baringhaus and Robb Drzewicki
fell short with 10,702 and 12,334 votes,
respectively.

Lori Miller wins race
for clerk’s office

Lori Miller is Livonia’s next clerk
Miller's victory marked a major upset

Miller, the city’s current deputy clerk
received 12,584 votes, topping oppo
nent Treasurer Lynda Scheel's 10,804
votes

In Livonia, the clerk serves a four

year term.

Susan Nash will move
from clerk to treasurer

Susan Nash, Livonia’s current clerk,
will spend four years as Livonia's trea-
surer.

Nash earned 16,159 votes. Her oppo
nent, newcomer Andrew Lendrum, fell
short with 6,929 votes.

Because Nash appeared on ballots in
an election she was also tasked with ad
ministering, she called in fellow clerks
from Redford, Canton and Plymouth
townships to ensure things ran smooth
ly and fairly

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for
I. tter

q{

our daily briefings news

Contac reporter Shelb Tankersley
at stankersle nhomet

734-311-0659

wnlife.com or
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Bollards

1St Several vears, the
natior I orange ba
barriers and out-of-service
the Street
y Manager George La
leared away

loing something tempora
astic barriers are 'ilAQJ Laha.-
If you want to do something
on a more permanent basis, and you
want more efficiency, the bollards pro-
vide a greater degree of safety. It's a
great solution for the future.

Both Lahanas and Turnbull said they
were unaware of other nearby cities us
ing retractable bollards, but Turnbull
said city officials from other Michigan
were “very interested

when he presente 'd the project at a re

nas said

communities
ent SEMCOG event
‘l' Ui} NOT( v :' "ll“.'..\ 32 OWIICIS

reaction to the rec

pening of the streets
was mixed

Julie Cole, owner of Great Harvest
Bread Co., said business slowed when
the street closures began; she’s happy
the downtown is now “back to normal

“Older customers, especially, have let

1s know that this is the first time they’ve

come in a while because it was too much
Cole said, noting she
ooking forward to having the
streets closed again next summer.

‘1 would love it if they would just
close it for festivals,” she said.

On the other hand, Derek Blair, own-
er of the Northville Gallery, said busi-
ness has been booming over the past
three years.

“We really enjoyed the streets being
closed,” Blair said, adding that heavy
foot traffic prompted him to extend his
closing time — previously 6 p.m. — to
9 p.m. “It's always so busy down here
It's just been a festive atmosphere in the
last three years

“This was becoming a real destina
tion place tor all of metro Detroit,” he
added. “People knew this was a pedes
trian zone all the time, safe and easy for
kids and dogs and families. We had cus
tomers from Birmingham and all over
that we never had before. Profits are
definitely up

Doc Anway, owner of Town & Coun
try Bike & Boards, said business was up

WOIK Ior them

wasn't

O & EMEDIA

Northville City Manager George Lahanas, left, and Northville Mayor Brian Turnbull show off the new bollards in downtown

Northville. f

s

“This was bec
destination place for all of metro
Detroit. People knew this was a
pedestrian zone all the time, safe
and easy for kids and dogs and
families. We had customers from
Birmingham and all over that we
never had before. Profits are
definitely up

oming a real

Derek Blair owner, Northv

“big time” over the past three years

“People sit over at the restaurant
look over here and see the bikes out in
front...and they come over to buy one
he said. “I definitely want [the city] to
keep the streets closed in the summer
time.”

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221
8143

The new bolla
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With gratitude this Thanksgiving, come pick up

a made-from-scratch apple or pumpkin pie and

stay for a tour. Come get a taste of how our senior

|
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)48-516-20

Continue Your Life Story With Us

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE
44600 Five Mile Rd. ' Northville. M
Assisted Living / Memory Care
AnthologyMichigan.com

living community helps you continue your life story.
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rds in downtown Northville will allow easy street closures f
parades, festivals and events. LAURA COLVIN
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nearly four years after a restaurant formerly at the location, Lyon Cantina,
burned down.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY

Cantina

Continued from Page 1A

The Lyon Township Mojave Cantina
also will feature the same authentic
dishes with a Tex-Mex flavor served at
his other locations, with everything
made in-house, including fire-roasted
tomatoes for salsa and homemade
chips. The majority of the menu is glu-
ten-free through using corn tortillas, in-
stead of flour, and the facility is nut-
free.

“We are known for our sizzling fajitas
with fresh-cut vegetables; and our en-
chiladas are very popular,” Tsapatoris
said.

Mojave Cantina has its own recipe for
margaritas and sangria, and will offer a
brunch menu for Saturdays and Sun-
days with “tres leches” French toast, faj-
ita skillets, breakfast nachos and more.

demic labor and supply shortages. He
also suffered the loss of his original ar
chitect, South Lyon resident Stephan
Hoffman, who died earlier this year of
cancer.

Tsapatoris plans to invite Hoffman's
family when he launches a soft opening
this month, at which he hopes they and
other diners will enjoy all the delicious
dishes and drinks the new restaurant
has to offer.

“We're excited to be a part of the com-
munity. We've been looking forward to it
for several years,” Tsapatoris said, add-
ing that the restaurant will have about
50 employees. “We can't wait to start up
the kitchen and make many memories
with the community. Hopefully we can
be here for.decades.”

Mojave Cantina will be open from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day; 11 a.m. to midnight Fridays; 10 a.m.
to midnight Saturdays; and 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Sundays.

For more information and a full me-
nu, visit www.mojavemi.com.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom
ley@hometownlife.com. Follow her on X
@SusanBromleylO

Tsapatoris began the work of bring-
ing the new Mojave Cantina to the com-
munity just over a year after the Lyon
Cantina building burned down Dec. 3},
2019, but faced delays caused by pan-

Phil Tsapatoris, owner of Mojave Cantina, is ready to open his new Mexican
restaurant at 22870 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township.
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‘The Voice’

Continued from Page 1A

songwriting inspirations I I've blow
autonomy with that song choice tha about
prec whnp gelections on the sl |
chose King's classic from a €
able options
I wanted to showcase ¢
ing ability for knockouts,” Albrecht said. Tom Nitti, Jacquie Roar and Alison
In rehearsals for the song, Albrecht’'s Albrecht all were coached by country low Team Reba
coach, Reba McEntire, was joined by music star Reba McEntire on the NBC ing for their cl to 1 I
“mega mentor” and fellow country mu- show, “The Voice N/NB show, she impressed judge N Horar 11 Y evated ti he said
sic star, Wynonna Judd formerly of the band One Dire ; \ 1s to everyone for the
Albrecht told them she had been Alison, your growth i 3t amazinj kind me gt 1 supy ve had so
writing songs since she was 13 and ad- fidence. However, she coached the Horan said, adding that the Cai K many f was a teen per
mired King as an incredible storyteller Roeper School grad to not overthink her songshe chose is in his top fall tin \ L W 1
“I'm 23, so I'm in the baby stages of performance, or eve iction or facial Fellow judge and music ) tis 1 i continue
my career and rcu]l) looking not just for expression end told Albrecht she was his
a moment, but for longevity,” Albrecht “Relax, be still,” she said. “You do the three singers the stage Vit : 3 ht
said. have to conduc v lois te Alison, I t i
Judd i‘l;.!r“cd storytellers are needed ston ) iC h 2id
and the classic song was important for Judd nsele to pretend - t
the next generation to hear she was 1 I ! - tead get to see “a [ I VW
During the rehearsal, McEntir ted pretend she Anging ou 1Judd cal range. Mcl wi i
AJbrecht hdd shu“n tremendous .dnl sSInging t« € he car she was proud of her and felt
growth on the show, particularly in con When Albrecht asked the star what watched “the blossoming of a beautifu a
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At Trinity Health, yo
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because of joint pain. Whether
you're dancing, playing pickieball,
or walking up a flight of stairs
you deserve to trust your joints

and be free from pain. Trinity L
Health orthopedic experts are ‘( r
here to get you back to doing Irinity Health
ou | -
Wh.’ﬁ Y I ove ORTHOPEDI
Connect with us at
TrinityHealthMi.org/confident We Se ™ Shop aur weekly flyer

at MENARDS com Of to view today's deals! \
% Mail-in Rebate. Rebate is in form of merchandise credit check. See fiyer for details.

TINSEL &
TREASURES

IANDMADE MARKI
DECEMBER 8-10, 2023

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
9AM-6PM |  QAM-4PM 11AM-4PM

LEARN MORE AT -
HCSHOWS.COM The Best in Handmade - Sip & Shop Friday, 4-6
Hourly Raffles - 75+ Artists - Mimosas & Bloody Marys
On-site Cafe - Unique Gifts - Ample Parking

EMBASSY SUITES

19525 VICTOR PKWY. LIVONIA ML, 4815:
$4 CASH ADMISSION

(GOOD ALL THREE DA

12 & UNDER FREE
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BRING IN ALL YOUR

COLLECTIBLES FOR A
FREE EVALUATION

1-ON-1 EVALUATIONS

NOVEMBER 14TH - NOVEMBER 18TH
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 3PM

UP TO $100,000+

F

WALKING LIBERTY
HALF DOLLAR DOLLAR
UP TO $4,600»

HOMEWOOD SUITES
26150 TOWN CENTER DR,
NOVI, M1 48375

Off Hwy 96/Exit 162/Novi Rd
(Behind Walmart)

GOLD COINS FOREIGN BARBER COINS
UP TO $300,000+ UP TO $5,000+

f-AFTA

- - AMAZ' NG SILVER DOLLARS

QFANTASY o
s‘ ’ v} =

962
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—_— CLASS RINGS

UP TO $500+%

11 % 1ML LAWY

PAPER CURRENCY
PRE-1934

mm

LR TT LT L

& iié.\nt

STERLING FLATWARE,
TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY

UP TO $20,000+

METAL TOYS

TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB
GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY, TONKA, MARX TOYS

GUITARS, AMPS,

BANJOS & MORE! WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

ROLEX e
PATEK PHILIPPE
BREITLING
ELGIN
HAMILTON
LONGINES
WALTHAM
OMEGA

AND MORE

UNNING or BROKEN®)

MARTIN
3IBSON
ENDER
YRETSCH
ERT( .\“'
AND MANY
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HOSTED BY PREMIER GSC
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NOVEMBER 14TH 2023 - SATU'-R'BRY"#G‘VEMBER 18TH 2023

MORGAN DOLLAR ROOSEVELT DIME
1864 & OLDER

FRANKLIN HALF
UP TO $3,200+

wAshNaTON
UP TO $7,600+ 1864 6 OLDER UP TO $600+

WWW.PREMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN. CO“

LIBERTY NICKEL
UP TO $4,500+

MERCURY DIME
UP TO $3,400+

KENNEDY HALF

, DOLLAR GOLD COINS U.S.
PRE 1970 UP TO $400+

UP TO $300,000+«

WHEAT PENNIES BUFFALO NICKEL
UP TO $3,500~ UP TO $4,200+

GRADED COINS & COMMEMORATIVES
UP TO $150,000+

POP CULTURE
COLLECTIBLES &
MEMORABILIA

WAR MEMORABILIA
HELMETS, UNIFORMS, MEDALS, PATCHES,
FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE
UP TO $50,000+

ZIPPO LIGHTERS, POCKET KNIVES, ANTIQUE
FIREARMS (PRE-18989), & MORE|

JEWELRY

BSTATE . O)
DIAMONDS

GOLD, SILVER, & PLATINUM
COSTUME
BROKEN AND UNWANTED!

Headguarters:

Mon - Fri 8:30am-4:30pm EST

» Values depend on rarity, condition
and collector market
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Lincoln. BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

Northville celebrates winning the Division 1 volleyball regional final against Saline on Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, at Ypsilanti

Mustangs continue
building on playoff run

Brandon Folsom

JSA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

If you know Northville volleyball
coach Sarah Lindstrom, you know she
loves coming up with kooky and cre-
ative ways to motivate her players be
fore, during and after big matches.

Whether that’s having a box of Frost
ed Flakes on the bench when the Mus
tangs are a game away from making it to
Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek or using a
magic wand to pick her player of the
game.

dllterent

En route to Ypsilanti Lincoln’s gym,
the third-year coach presented her team
with a poster board full of bricks. You
know, the ones you'd use to build a
house or fireplace. And on it was the
saying, “A STRONG FOUNDATION IS
THE KEY TO LONG-TERM SUCCESS.”

Lindstrom called upon each of her
players to come up with a person, or
two, who has been integral in helping
the Mustangs build the foundation of
their current dynasty-in-progress and

to be the state power that it is

They came up with a couple dozen
names, from former coach Rick Van
DerVeer to Abby Reck and Taryn Rice,
two starters on Northville's first-ever
state finals team, to Juliana Imbuzerio,
who helped the Mustangs win their
first district title in four years during
Lindstrom’s first season coa« hingon 6

Mile

See MUSTANGS, Page 3B

What upsetting
CC means for
Northville’s
football program

Brandon Folsom
™

W

bleachers in Northville's
§ both hands above
his head, captain Drew Rankin hoisted
a piece of paper freshly ripped out of a
notebook as if it was a championship
wrestling belt

After enthusiastically showing it off
to everyone there, the junior passed it
to his coaches

Star lineman Graham Gilmartin
then began tapping with his fingers
under the “DISTRICT CHAMPS" por
tion of the NHS football placard hang
ing on the wall, signaling where he
wanted the coaches to tape it up.

And on that white lined paper, it
read, “2023."

Just four digits representing the
current year we're in. But it was
enough for the remaining members of
the team that made the trip down to
the high school from Tom Holzer Ford
Field on 8 Mile to holler and cheer.

And here are some other numbers
for you: 23, 0, 4 and 3.

Entering Friday night, it had been
23 years since the Mustangs (10-1) had
won a district championship.

It had previously beaten state pow-
er Detroit Catholic Central zero times
in football.

It had seen playoff runs cut short by
the Shamrocks four times since 2010.

Exiting Friday night, all three of
those streaks were snapped.

It took a little bit of luck and a whole
heck of a lot of talent, but Northville
somehow, some way found a way to
steal the Division 1 district champion
ship trophy from CC with a last-min
ute, heart-racing 24-17 victory Nov. 3.

“This is historic, this is one that's
never going to be forgotten in North-
ville history, and I'm proud to be a part

f 2id . r coach Brent Lu

\top thi

yymnasiun witl

You could have brought in the direc
tors of “Rocky,” “Rudy,” and “Miracle,”
and the three of them together couldn’t
have scripted a better ending than the
one the Mustangs acted out in crunch
time in front of a packed home crowd

It took Northville’s defense forcing
aturnover on downs just outside of the
red zone when CC was driving to make
it a two-score lead with 4:13 left

See FOOTBALL, Page 2B

Detroit Country Day soccer falls short in state title match

Nathaniel Bott
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

GRAND LEDGE - Following a state
semifinal exit last season, the Detroit
Country Day boys soccer team found it-
self back in the familiar spot of a Divi-
sion 3 title game Saturday, looking to
add to a record 15 state championships
in program history.

The No. 2-ranked Yellowjackets had
their toughest challengé yet, facing off
with No. 1-ranked Hudsonville Unity
Christian.

After the two sides battled to a 1-1
score at halftime, Country Day took the
lead just over 15 minutes into the second
half. But the Crusaders refused to quit

..ﬁ‘-. ~'m

-

L R ) »

More Sports

T S

and scored two goals in response — the
second coming with just 9:23 left in the
match - to propel Unity Christian to the
Division 3 crown.

“It's very disappointing right now,
but I'm very proud of the team getting to
this point. It was a great season and a
good run through the playoffs,” Country
Day coach Steve Bossert said. “We came
up one short, but they are a great team,
one vs. two, back and forth, and we had
several chances to tie it back up, But I
thought it was a terrific championship
game.”

Unity Christian's Isaac Eppinga
opened the scoring just under seven

minutes in, but Country Day’s Alex Eby

See SOCCER, Page 3B

Ogservir & EcCENTRIC

homet

The Detroit
Country Day
soccer team
gathers to
receive finalist
medals
following its
3-2 loss to
Hudsonville
Unity Christian
in the Division
3 state
championship
game at Grand
Ledge High
School on
November 4,
2023.

NATHANIEL BOTY

ownlife.com




28 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2023 | O & E MEDIA

NNNR

Northville volleyball rallies in fifth set to regional semi win

Bill Khan
vingston Daily
JSA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

YPSILANTI — With Northville’s vol
leyball season teetering on the brink,
coach Sarah Lindstrom took her players
on a trip down memory lane

In my very last timeout, [ just start-
ed listing names of players who aren’t
here anymore that are in college,” Lind-
strom said. “I said, ‘Those are the girls
who bought into what we were selling,
who explained to you that this is what
Northville volleyball looks like. I said,
‘That team doesn’t have what we have.’
It's the players from our past.”

And then she honed in on the exact
scenario the second-ranked Mustangs
were facing Nov. 7 in a Division 1region-
al semifinal against ninth-ranked Tem-
perance Bedford at Ypsilanti Lincoln.

Northville trailed 12-9 in the fifth and
deciding game, a situation nearly iden-
tical to the one the Mustangs faced
while trailing Saline 12-10 in the fifth
game of the state semifinals last season.
Northville rallied to win that game and
would do so again against Bedford,
coming away with a hard-fought 25-15,
25-27, 21-25, 25-18, 15-12 victory.

“I said, ‘We were in Battle Creek last
year, we were down to Saline in the
semifinals in the fifth set, " Lindstrom
said. “I said, ‘We've been here before.

Football

Continued from Page 1B

It took an all-out effort from quarter-
back Isaac Pace and the Mustangs’ of-
fense to drive 67 yards to set up the
game-tying score, a 9-yard TD grab by
Nick Helner on a fade route expertly
thrown by Pace with 2:01 remaining.

And, with overtime likely imminent,
it took Gilmartin coming up with argu-
ably the play of the game as the Sham-
rocks attempted to make the most of the
final 90 seconds or so. CC was trying to
nab those game-winning points,
whether it was going to be a long Jake
Matigian field goal or an outright TD run
by running back Jaden Pydyn or a long
bomb from strong-armed QB Beau Jack-
son.

The Shamrocks (8-3) went with Jack-
son, the namesake of the former 1985
Heisman Trophy winner, electing to
move the chains through the air. Except
Northville’'s defense had just the right

pass er Robbie Schuckle
and moving Gilmartin, one of the best
defensive ends in the state, right in front
of the football.

Defensive coordinator Matt Sexton
sent a linebacker through the A gap,
which left Gilmartin with a one-on-one
with CC's center.

“I kind of faked him out,” the 6-foot-1,
245-pound lineman said. “I ripped un-
derneath him and got just enough sep-
aration to get to the ball and get it out.”

That's right. Gilmartin managed to
strip-sack Jackson at CC's own 20-yard
line, leaving Northville's offense with 46
seconds and two timeouts remaining,
just what it needed to set up Sonny
Rentz with a 25- or 30-yard field goal at-
tempt at the final whistle.

The Mustangs didn't need it.

On the first play of the series, they
called Deak’'s number. The senior found
success at the wildcat QB position all
night, having no issue getting first
downs and moving Northville into scor-
ing position.

The designed QB sweep to the right
was supposed to center the ball for
Rentz's eventual field goal. Instead,
Deak kept running for daylight. Once he
got around the end, he was gone.

The Mustang's linemen sealed the
edge, Deak raced 20 yards untouched
for the winning TD just six seconds after
Gilmartin’s forced fumble and- North-
ville was ready to celebrate one of its
greatest upsets ever.

“When my name was called, and I got
the ball and saw it open up, I ran as fast
as [ could and it ended up working out,”
Deak said. “I've got to give credit to all of
my linemen for opening that up. Mo-
mentum just started going our way in
the fourth quarter, and I'm glad we could
capitalize on it."

Northville’s defense kept CC out of
the end zone for the remaining 39 sec
onds

Its student section, rightfully so,
stormed the field after the final whistle,
which forced Northville’s athletic ad-
ministration to scrap the post-game
medal ceremony entirely. But all that
meant was Luplow got to immediately
hand the championship trophy to his
captains

We know what it takes and what it feels
like.'I said, ‘The good news is, they think
it's already over and there's still a lot of
game left."”

The Mustangs scored the final six
points to earn a trip to the regional
championship match on Nov. 9, where

Molly Reck
(8) buried
the final
shot to give
Northville a
3-2 victory
over
Temperance
Bedford in a
volleyball
regional
semifinal
Tuesday,
Nowv. 7,
2023.
TIMOTHY
ARRICK/
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they went on to defeat Saline again in
four sets.

Junior outside hitter Molly Reck put
the exclamation point on the comeback
against Bedford, taking a set from junior
Ella Craggs and pounding a shot
through a block attempt by Kaylin

Schroeder for the final point
I just had full confidence in my

teammates,” Reck said. “I knew we
could do it with our amazing passing
throughout the night. I've got to give
credit to my setter; she had an amazing
set and I just found the open spot

She’'s one of my best friends. We

know each other really well. I think that
helps on the court with communication
and everything.”

With a large, vocal crowd watching
two incredible teams go blow for blow,
the match had the air of a state semifi
nal, not a regional semifinal.

Or maybe the match was worthy of
an even greater stage.

“I think you're looking at the toughest
region in the state of Michigan right
now,” Lindstrom said. “That right there,
to me, was probably a state champion
ship match and one of the best I've seen
in a long time

“Bedford played absolutely out
standing and they frustrated us to the
Nth degree. We couldn’t have been serv
ing and passing better. They only aced
us two times tonight in five sets. We
were doing everything and it was really
frustrating.

“That’s an incredible team, an ex
tremely well-coached team. It feels real
ly good to come out on top and 1 think
it's going to give us a lot of confidence
heading into Thursday.”

Northville coach Brent Luplow celebrates with the trophy following the Division 1 football district championship against
Detroit Catholic Central on Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

Northville’s Graham Glimartin hoists the trophy.

“I'm going to get emotional,” said the
rookie coach, who, did just that when
asked how he felt watching Deak turn
what should have been an eventual long
field-goal opportunity into an incredible
TD run.

“That was a blur,” Luplow added. “A
hole opened up, and there he (Deak)
goes. That's a historic play in Northville
history.”

Nov. 3 will never be forgotten by the
Mustangs.

When you look back in history, there
have been plenty of great teams

Like the 1990 squad, which was the
last team to win a regional title and the
only one to play in a state semifinal.
That team didn’t win the Western Lakes
Activities Association, but it did blank
rival Novi, 17-0. There was plenty to cel

ebrate back then.

There was the 2015 team that went
9-0 in the regular season and beat Novi
in the Kensington Lakes Activities As
sociation finale to ensure a league title
But those Mustangs lost to Canton in
the district final.

The 2010 and 2011 teams trounced ev
eryone they faced except Plymouth and
Canton before CC trounced them back
to-back times in the playoffs

The 1993 team was perfect in every
game except the two times they faced
league rival Farmington Hills Harrison,
the eventual state champions

And so on and so on

Exactly where this year's squad
stacks up to past great teams is yet to be
determined. Northville still has a re
gional championship to play against

Northville’s Nick Helner reaches for a
pass against Detroit Catholic Central's
D'Andre Green. :

Belleville next week. But it already has a
KLAA-West championship, a win over
rival Novi, an upset win over state pow-
er Clarkston at the Big House and, now,
its first district title in over two decades
and its first-ever win over CC, a program
that has won 10 state titles and ap
peared in the state finals 17 times.

The makeshift notebook paper that
says “2023" should be preserved in the
trophy case along with the wooden mit-
ten. Rankin's WWE celebration was well
warranted. And the student section de
served to crash the party

This win means everything to the
Mustangs. That's evident. The only
question is: Who's going to direct their
movie?

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter
@folsombrandonj
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Heck, even current athletic director
Brian Samulski had his name on a brick,
which makes sense. All the guy has
done is hire winners since he left Salem
to take over Northville in 2019. The foot
ball team proved that last week.

Who knows how much that pre
game exercise led to the way the No. 2
Mustangs played in their come-from-
behind 3-1 victory over the Hornets to
win their second straight regional
championship? But what we do know is
there are a couple of players who, in-
deed, earned themselves their own
brick throughout the evening.

And the evening did not start well. At
all.

Saline easily swung its way to a 25-18
win in the opening set and overcame an
early 11-6 deficit in the second to take a
23-21 lead heading down the stretch.
But then the Mustangs started believ
ing.

Northville erased that small deficit,
and then Molly Reck came up with a
block that gave the Mustangs match
point. On the next play, it was Ashlee
Gnau (Syracuse signee) and Greta
McKee (Wright State) earning their
names on a pair of bricks. Somehow,
some way, McKee dug a ball that was
headed toward the northwest wall -
which features a banner of current NBA
player Emoni Bates' 2019 state champi-
onship boys basketball team at Lincoln
— and trust us when we say that that
ball was well out of bounds.

And then Gnau, an equally talented
defensive specialist, got her paws un-
derneath McKee's prayer and sailed a
pass back to McKee, who launched a
backward prayer to Saline’s side. And
the Hornets appeared completely gobs-
macked by the fact that Northville kept

soccer

Continued from Page 1B

knotted the score with a strike from 20
yards out that found the back of the net.

Country Day's Stephen Brentano
gave the Yellowjackets the lead early in

Northville's Giselle Burlingame serves
during a Division 1 volleyball regional
final against Saline on Thursday,

Nov. 9, 2023, at Ypsilanti Lincoln.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN |

the rally alive because it couldn’t keep
the ball from hitting the floor, which
gave the Mustangs the 26-24 victory
and knotted the match, 1-L

That was the play that got them go-
ing. There was no backing down after
that.

“We call those ‘game-changing plays,’
and in volleyball, we have so many
game-changing players,” Lindstrom
said.

In the third set, a pair of bench play

the second half off a corner kick, but
first-team all-state midfielder Collin
Nieuwenhius made a great individual
effort to bring the Crusaders level.

A cross into the box found the head of

Unity Christian’s Logan Lutke, and for-
ward Jack Kamminga volleyed his head-
er past the Country Day goalkeeper to
provide the game-winning goal.
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back row. And then Mallory Reck thur
dered home the match point to, finally
put Northville ahead once and for all
For a freshman like Gabby, she's
been someone who could be on the
court all year long,” Lindstrom added
“There’s a reason we put her on th
team. We knew she wouldn't play as
much because of the twins (Molly and
MCI”"'\' Rt"‘k) But Gabby works in the

gym against these girls She gets to dis

these girls every day. I just turned and
]unkc‘lidl hc-l Anda said, It s time

We talk about how there
;sl.lh‘! on this team that can win
state championship (on their own), but

we are so well-rounded, and 1 couldn’t
be more proud of them for stepping up
in those moments. Like, Giselle going on
serving runs. It's been hard all year look
ing down the bench and see a kid like Gi
selle not being on the court. But that's
when happens you're in a progra
that's this strong. But we train all of our
athletes, we don’t just train our starters,
so I know kids like her work their butt:
off and are ready for these moments
Northville secured the victory in the
fourth set with the usual suspects. Sa
line took a two-point lead in the waning
moments after Nelson sailed a potential
kill out of bounds. But the senior re
deemed herself by scoring the next
three points on her own. She drummed
up back-to-back blocks at the net, and
then she thanked McKee for keeping a
play alive with another incredible dig by

Country Day has a lot of great play
ers, so kudos to them,” Unity Christian
coach lan Billin said. “It was a great sea
son and I'm just so proud of our guys. To
go up and then get scored on twice and
go down 2-1, that changes the momen
tum. Our guys found a way to get that
momentum back and we were able to
hold on in the end.”
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hampionship in pr
gram history. But that's also how many
more opportunities her players have to
earn th"‘" names on a bl ICK

When it's all said and done, who on
this team will go down as a foundational
player? There's a strong chance the an
swer will be all of them

Brandon Folsom covers high school
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom
"Hlllll”’h

their first state

Country Day outshot Unity Christian
19-6, but its late chances weren’t enough
to find the equalizer

Country Day finishes with a 19-3-2
record and finishes as state runner-up
for just the second time in program his
tory

Contact Nathaniel Bott at nbott@lsj
com. X: @Nathaniel Bott
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What we learned at KLAA hockey media day

Bill Khan

NOVI The top hlilh school hockey
teams in the Kensington Lakes Activ
ities Association will travel far and wide

find the best competition, hoping to
be battle-tested when the state tourna
ment rolls around

Most teams take an annual weekend
trip to the Upper Peninsula, some will
schedule perennial powerhouses like
Detroit Catholic Central and Trenton.
Beginning this year, a few will even ven
ture to Minnesota now that it’s consid
ered a bordering state by the MHSAA

But even if those other opportunities
weren't available, simply playing a
KLAA schedule is enough most years to
prepare teams for what’s to come in the
state playoffs

Six of the 10 teams in the KLAA have
reached the state championship game
at least once since the formation of the
league in 2008-09.

e Brighton has four state champion
ships and four runner-up finishes

e Hartland has three state champi
onships and two runner-up finishes

e Livonia Stevenson has one state
championship and two runner-up fin
iIshes

e Howell has two runner-up finishes

e Novi has a state championship, and

e Livonia Churchill has one runner
up finish

The other four teams have made at
least one quarterfinal appearance dur-
ing that time.

“The KLAA and MIHL, and that's not
taking away from the U.P., you could
make an argument those are the top two
conferences,” Howell coach Rocky
Johnson said. “But let’s get even more
specific. You've got our division within
our conference with Brighton, Hartland,
Howell, Northville, Novi. Really? Get
ting through that alone is almost dead
man walking. Yeah, it's hard, it's brutal.
At any time, any one of us could be in the
state finals every season.”

The KLAA held its annual media day
Monday night at Novi, giving us our first
look at the teams who hope to hoist
championship hardware March 8 at
USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth. Teams
can begin playing next-Monday.

.

Landen Burdt celebrates a goal last fall for Livonia Churchill. He'll now be a part
of the new co-op team, the Livonia United Red Stallions.

BRANDON F OM/HOMETOWNLIFE M

Here are some key takeaways:
Unity in Livonia

Not every school in the KLAA has a
hockey team, but those who do have
managed to avoid requiring a co-op to
field it.

That changes this year with Churchill
and Franklin combining to form the Li-
vonia United Red Stallions. Numbers
were particularly low at Franklin, which
had just 12 skaters and two goalies last
year.

“Sometimes when you put two
schools together with a 50-year rivalry
you don't know what you're going to
get,” coach Jason Reynolds said. “We've
gotten over the biggest hurdle. They all
get along with each other.”

Senior defenseman Landen Burdt,
who attends Churchill, said players
quickly got over the fact they attend ri-
val schools.
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“It’s honestly a weird feeling to play
with guys you used to throw down with,
but honestly everybody gets along very
well,” Burdt said.

Garden seat

Perhaps the best line assignment in
Michigan is to be the other winger with
Brighton senior all-staters Cam Duffany
and Lane Petit.

Things could change during the sea-
son, or even before the first puck drop,
but it appears a freshman could get that
plum assignment.

Tim Peterson has been impressive
enough to get a look with Duffany and
Petit. A year ago, senior Dominic Vin-
cent came out for the team for the first
time and had 13 goals and 20 assists in
30 games on Brighton's top line.

The Petersons are familiar with ter-
rific line assignments. Ben Peterson had
12 goals and.20 assists«in-31- games in

2016-17 skating with Mr. Hockey winner
Jake Crespi

“Typically, the kids who have made it
as freshmen have had pretty impressive
careers through Brighton and beyond,
Brighton coach Kurt Kivisto said. “We're
excited to see what he does. He's a good,
smart player

Three-headed monsters

Hartland and Howell plan to carry
three goaltenders, hoping one of them
can seize the job and take their teams on
long playoff runs.

The Eagles have juniors Brady Hu-
benschmidt, Nolan Brown and Gaige
Dieugenio. Hubenschmidt played in 13
of 25 regular-season games before
then-senior Colin Babcock took over for
the playoffs. Brown played on the junior
varsity and Dieugenio comes from the
travel ranks

“It’s going to be another one of those
years where it's that little carrot and
we'll see who grabs it,” Hartland coach
Rick Gadwa said.

Howell brings back senior goalies
Jack Stawick and Alex Herter and has
added senior Andrew Klei from travel.

“Having three guys you can count on
any given night is just a great blessing
for any coach,” Johnson said.

Youth movement at Stevenson

Livonia Stevenson has been part of
the KLAA's big three with Brighton and
Hartland. The Spartans don’t plan to
take a step back, even though coach Da-
vid Mitchell has one of his youngest ros-
ters ever.

Derek Buchanan is the only senijor on
a team that graduated 10 players, in-
cluding six of its top eight scorers. Owen
Hall (11 goals, nine assists) and Andrew
Clark (seven goals, 11 assists) were key
contributors as sophomores last sea-
son.

“There's definitely going to be those
growing pains or get-to-know-you type
period, but they do understand the ex-
pectations,” Mitchell said. “The guys
who are back, the Buchanans, Halls and
Clarks, they're imperative for us to
teach these guys and to lead them.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan-
nett.comxFollow him on X @BillKhan
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Brighton
turned
away in OT
in Div. 1
final

Brian Calloway
Gifigsion Daily
SA TODAY NETWORK MICHIGAN

GRAND LEDGE — Devlin McGinnis
knows the expectations externally
weren’'t for the Brighton boys soccer
team to find itself where it was Saturday
evening and playing for a Division 1
state title at Grand Ledge High School

But based on what McGinnis saw in
the preseason, he believed the Bulldogs
had the potential

“We had a lot of new kids come in and
it really just propelled us forward,”
McGinnis said. “We started winning
games and then every started being like
oh crap, there's Brighton’

Brighton made its mark this fall,
reaching the state championship game
for the second time in school history
and first since 1998

And although the Bulldogs came up
short with a 2-1 overtime loss to Troy
Athens, the ride this season has been
one to remember.

“Nobody believed in us besides this
circle over here and the fans in the
bleachers over there,” McGinnis said.
“Just to see us come this far and drive
this much as a team is just amazing.”

Brighton (19-4-2) came close to
claiming its first state championship in
program history and becoming the first
Livingston County boys soccer team to
capture a state title.

The Bulldogs broke a scoreless tie
when Colin Robertson scored with 9:02
remaining in regulation. That lead van
ished with 1:56 left in regulation on a
goal Brody Fahnestock that helped force
overtime.
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Brlghton s Devlln McGlnnls moves the ball against Alex Marlne of Troy Athens on Saturday during the MHSAA Dlvusion 1
final at Grand Ledge. Troy Athens won, 2-1, in overtime. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Troy Athens (20-3-2) got a goal from
JD Hupman 2:59 into overtime that
wound up being the winner.

“It was just a battle and when they
got that tying goal it kind of took all of
the wind out of our sails there at the
end,” Brighton coach Mark Howell said.
“We knew overtime was going to be an
uphill battle to try to climb back into it
just momentum wise and it kind of be-
ing our first trip here. We knew they

have a lot of experience returning to the
big stage. It just didn't fall the way we
wanted it to.”

Howell called Saturday's experience
huge for his program, especially since
the Bulldogs return a lot of talent like
McGinnis.

He said the core, which gave Brighton
its first district title since 2018, learned
what it takes to play on the biggest stage
and what it takes to make a deep tour

nament run.

McGinnis also took away plenty from
the experience and hopes it can lead to a
bright future for Brighton.

“(This run was) just an inspiration to
the community and to the team,”
McGinnis said. “1 hope that it lights a
spark for more to come.”

Contact Brian Calloway at bcallo-
way@lsj.com. Follow him on X @brian
calloway.

Brighton’s Gray wins 2 titles at KLAA swim meet

Bill Khan
vingston Daily

\ TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

iray won the 200-yard freestyle in 1
minute, 55.53 seconds, beating Canton
freshman Mina Kennedy by 2.02 sec-
onds

She was also on the Bulldogs’ win-
ning 400 freestyle team with Ava Sven
tickas, Ola Bodyl and Sage Bissett. That
team was second in prelims with a time
of 3:40.17 before dropping down to

3:36.01 in the finals.

Gray took third in her other two

swims, finishing the 100 butterfly in

) u,ﬂ” .
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59.33 seconds and joining Bissett, Bodyl
and Sventickas on the 200 medley relay
team (1:49.42)

Bodyl had a second-place finish in

Hb}ubh 1n the 200 freestyle (2:00.09)
Bissett in the 50 freestyle (24.54) and
Bodyl in the 100 breaststroke (1:07.08).

Bissett was fourth (1:00.72) and Ava
Hasson fifth (1:0L09) in the 100 back-
stroke

Hartland's best finishes were a sixth
by Sehee Kim in the 200 individual
medley (2:19.78) and a seventh by diver
Morgan Wehner (309.65 points).

Northville won the eight-team meet
with 929 points. Brighton was fifth with

Brighton’s Grace Gray won the 200-yard freestyle at the KLAA championships.

K/FOR 4F N N DA

557 and Hartland eighth with 305.

KLAA B meet

Respondek was also o nning
200 and 400 freestyle relay tc ams mth
Jade Russo, Olivia Fortner and Olivia
Glenfield.

Glenfield won the 100 breaststroke in
1:11.46 and took second in the 200 indi
vidual medley in 2:19.00.

Russo had second-place finishes in
the 100 butterfly (1:06.31) and 200 free
style (2:16.07).

Penny Nick was third in the 500 free
style (6:10.31), while Fortner had fourth

place finishes in the 50 freestyle (27.02)
and 100 freestyle (59.00) for the High-
landers

Howell w he icht-tear neet

Ava Goble had Pinckney’s best finish,
placing second in the 100 breaststroke
in 1:116.80. Goble was also fifth in the 50
freestyle (26.54)

Jenna Vandezande was third in the
100 backstroke (1:07.12) and fourth in
the 200 freestyle (2:11.85) for the Pi
rates, who placed fifth as a team.

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan-
nett.com. Follow him on X @BillKhan
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Companies have various reasons
to host business dinners. Some din-
ners may be in honor of employees’
accomplishments or in recognition of
various milestones, while others may
be hosted to reinforce relationships
with clients.

According to the Gentleman's Ga-
zette, which offers etiquette protocols
and other tips, it often is customary
for companies to include some sort of
lunch or dinner as part of the employ-
ee onboarding process. Any business
meal, whether it's an informal lunch
grabbed on the go or a formal, sit-
down dinner, can be a great opportu-
nity to make a good impression.

Business functions outside of the
office or working environment re-
quire the same behavior one would
display during working hours, so it's
best to approach the meal as an ex-
tension of the workday. The following
are some additional guidelines when
hosting or attending a business din-
ner. steak restaurant would be uncouth.
When hosting international guests,
consider culture before selecting a

The Host

Hosts should give careful con-
sideration to the restaurant before
booking a reservation. It should be
able to seat everyone comfortably
and not be so loud that conversa-
tion is affected. Make a reservation
well in advance. In addition, make
sure a variety of foods are avail

restaurant.

A restaurant should be easy to
access as well. Select one near pub
lic transportation, if available, and
make sure it is relatively close to the
office

The Guests
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to make a good impression. While
the atmosphere may be a little more
relaxed than in the office, remember
professionalism is key. Avoid any
political or religious ct
and anything that
as controversial
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able to accommodate any dietary This meal is an extension of the
restrictions. Inviting a vegan to a business relationship, and it's wise
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DOOR SERVICE & Installation

Electiric + Plumbing * Heating + Cooling

Garage Door Problems?
Count On Us To Get You Back On Track

Servicing Garage Doors since 2007
Senior, AAA, Military, and AARP discounts available
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HEATING,
COOLING,

PLUMBING & A :
ELECTRICAL e b i e & L))  Prevent Costly Future Repairs,
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TUNE-UP SPECIAL Any New Garage Door

@ ] |
AN | $59.95  $200 OFF
B RAI N E R . . Garage Door Spring Replacement : Garage Door Opener Replacement

Trade in your Old |  Trade in your Old $75 OFF 51}00 ‘O.FF

A/C Get $500.00 : Furnace Get $500.00

Plus payments as low as $95/mo for High Efficiency Furnace & A/C System.

No Money Down!™ . SERVICING THE GREATER DETROIT METRO AREA

ors. Restrictions apply. Call for Details. Based on Approved Credn. Expires 11/30/2023

’h'“- ELECTRICIAN, PLUMBER, OR CALL TODAY! 248'864'5559

HVAC EXPERT FAST?

caLL us Topay:! (248) 372-9791 o
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by going the distance!

Reach 100M+ jobseekers across multiple
platforms including Indeed®, Glassdoor®,
and Ziprecruiter®.

Our marketing solutions are the difference
you need to succeed.
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