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Novi native knocked out of ‘The Voice

suffered a
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While she would have preferred to 
play guitar in her blind audition perfor­
mance of "Ironic,” which landed her a 
spot on the show, she also appreciated 
the challenge of owning a stage with 
only her voice.

Albrecht stretched beyond her com­
fort zone in several areas on the show, 
including doing covers rather than per­
forming her own music. Besides her ini­
tial Alanis Morissette song, she per­
formed a duet of “You Say,” by Lauren 
Daigle, in the battle round and then, in 
her most recent knockout performance, 
“It’s Too Late," by Carole King.

King is one of Albrecht’s biggest
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from scratch, but he operates two other 
Mojave Cantina restaurants, the first of 
which opened in Clawson in 2012 and 
the second in White Lake in 2019

The new restaurant features arches 
and custom wooden doors that lead to a 
private banquet room, as well as Mex­
ican-themed mustard yellow and terra 
cotta red colors that will match his other 
eateries.

Th* dining room of Mojave Cantina, 22870 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township, is expected to be open by the end of 
November, susan bromley

NORTHVILLE — The downtown 
area is fully open to traffic for the first 
time in more than three years, but 
newly installed retractable bollards 
will allow the city to close the streets 
quickly when events are scheduled.

The plan, Mayor Brian Turnbull 
said, is to keep Main and Center 
streets open to traffic from Nov. 1 
through May 1 each year, with tempor­
ary winter closures from time to time.

The bollards, which are currently 
retracted as traffic flows through 
downtown, are installed in the inter­
sections of Main and Hutton streets, 
and Center and Dunlap streets.

Two additional sets of bollards, for 
a total of 41, are partially installed 
across the Main and Center intersec­
tion. Once installation is complete lat­
er this month, city workers will be able 
to close streets one or both streets with 
a key for each bollard.

“This gives us flexibility,” Turnbull 
said, noting each bollard is capable of 
stopping 7,500 pounds, and each can 
be raised and lowered individually. 
“We’re a parade town, a festival town. 
Now we can easily open and close on a 
weekend for these events.

“Maybe sometime in our lives we’ll 
do long weekends in the social district, 
we’ll see in years to come,” he added.

According to a statement from the
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$200,500 for the bollards was split 
evenly between the city and the 
Downtown Development Authority, 
and includes the project’s planning 
and engineering, as well as purchases 
and installation.

The 36-inch bollards are black with 
reflective bands near the top for night­
time visibility. All first responders in 
the city have been provided with keys 
to lower the bollards and allow access 
by emergency vehicles, Turnbull said.

When streets are open to traffic, the 
bollards are lowered into the ground 
with a meted plate over the openings.

knockout punch on NBC’s "The Voice” 
Nov. 6, ending a wild run on the reality 
singing show, but discovering life­
changing possibilities.

Her only regret is a decision to not 
play an instrument.

”1 regret not playing an instrument 
and that was my choice," Albrecht said 
Nov. 8 as the Novi native recapped her 
time on the popular competition show. 
“I don’t have any (other) regrets, but I 
would have loved for people to see me 
play an instrument."

LYON TWP. — Nearly four years af­
ter a New Year’s Eve fire destroyed 
Lyon Cantina, a new restaurant has 
risen from the ashes.

Mojave Cantina, at 22870 Pontiac 
Trail, is expected to welcome diners 
inside by the end of November.

"We are waiting for our liquor li­

cense, but we are ready,” owner Phil Tsa- 
patoris said. "We hope to be open by 
Thanksgiving.”

He recently gave a tour of his new 
4,400-square-foot restaurant, which 
will seat 120 patrons inside and 50 on an 
outside patio where a fire pit is planned.

Mojave Cantina is the first restaurant 
Tsapatoris, who has been in the restau­
rant business for 20 years and holds a 
construction management degree from 
Michigan State University, has built
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Alison Albrecht, a native of Novi, sings 
Carole King’s classic, “It’s Too Late,” 
during the knockout round on NBC’s 
show, “The Voice.” tyler golden/nbc

Structures allow it to 
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Milford House, Banditos close after less than 15 months

Game Pawn opens new store in Novi with giveaways galore

Firefighters will gift Thanksgiving dinners to seniors
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Farmington Hills firefighters and their families during the 2022 Thanksgiving 
meal giveaway for local seniors in need, courtesy of kevin steen

Farmington Hills firefighters focus on 
locals over the age of 50. The charity 
feeds seniors all year through a partner­
ship with the Costick Center, donating 
over $10,000 in food in recent years. But 
their Thanksgiving event has a special 
place in their hearts.

“There’s people in tears,” Steen said. 
“For some of us, it’s just a turkey. But it 
really means a lot to people.”

Steen said the charity fund relies on 
donations from residents and local gro­
cery stores like Kroger, Meijer and Trad­
er Joe’s for its food program. People can 
offer monetary support by calling the 
fire department at 248-871-2800 or by 
emailing fhffcharityfund@gmail.com.

According to Steen, the Farmington 
HiUs Firefighters Local Charity Fund is
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FARMINGTON HILLS - The holi­
day season can be difficult for some. 
But multiple local organizations try to 
make Thanksgiving a joyful time for 
everyone.

One such group, the Farmington 
Hills Firefighters Local Charity Fund, 
gives away full Thanksgiving meals to 
low-income seniors.

The nonprofit is anticipating gifting 
roughly 80 turkey dinners this year on 
Saturday, Nov. 18.

“We get a bunch of turkeys and all 
the fixings,” said Kevin Steen, a senior 
firefighter and the founder of the char­
ity fund. “We bring these right to peo­
ple’s doorsteps. A lot of the time, we 
bring it in a firetruck and will hang out 
with them for a little bit if they’re com­
fortable with that. A lot of these people 
are seniors who don’t have family in 
the area.”

While other local efforts focus on 
the homeless, veterans or families,

first was in Waterford in 2020 and their 
second in Ypsilanti, last fall.

The duo buys, sells and trades used 
and new video games, electronics and 
collectibles, similar to GameStop, but 
with a wider selection, Pyatt said.

Game Pawn specializes in “retro” 
video games, including systems such as 
NES, Nintendo 64 and early PlaySta­
tions, tapping into a market filled with 
nostalgic customers who want to play 
what they grew up on.

Sohrabi said he enjoys offering rare,

high... Competition from the new res­
taurant was problematic and caught us 
out of left field over there.”

Horvath was referring to Sayulita Co- 
cina Mexicana, which opened in Octo­
ber across the street.

That may have been the final blow to 
the business for which few things seem 
to have gone according to plan, includ­
ing a shark tank that never came to fru­
ition.

On Thursday, Horvath grimaced as 
he stood in Banditos’ secluded lounge 
area, and then strolled to an adjacent 
dining area with a bar behind which 
several televisions were mounted. Both 
areas had seen tens of thousands of dol­
lars in renovations. He then descended 
a few steps into a former patio area of 
Milford House that has prompted some 
of the issues leading to the closure.

The new partners had converted the 
space at the front of the restaurant and 
brought in dozens of arcade games. 
Now, the games have been mostly re­
moved, with the space barren as Hor­
vath and a few helpers clear out the

MILFORD — Milford House has 
closed again, a little more than a year af­
ter it reopened under new operators fol­
lowing a closure during the pandemic.

Banditos, a small plates Mexican bar 
that opened in February, is also perma­
nently closed, as well as The Scoop, 
which offered ice cream. Both were in 
Milford House’s 10,000-square-foot 
building at the corner of Main and Com­
merce streets in downtown.

The closures were caused by a multi­
tude of problems, said Rob Horvath, 
who was brought in less than a month 
ago to manage Banditos in a late-stage 
effort to salvage the business.

“A confluence of issues, including the 
lack of continued approval for operation 
of the arcade, coupled with a general de­
cline in business necessitated a shut­
down," Horvath said. “Those are some 
of the overarching issues. We had prob­
lems finding labor, food costs were

hard-to-find items.
“The pandemic created a market to 

go back and look for it,” Sohrabi said, 
“and it has skyrocketed. Bring us any­
thing video game related. We base ev­
erything off market data and how things 
will sell in the store.”

Most items in the store range from $5 
to $20, with inventory changing on a 
daily basis. Sohrabi said customers who 
bring games to the store may be happily 
shocked at how much Game Pawn will 
offer.

Game Pawn tries not to turn anything 
away, including non-working consoles, 
which they buy for parts. They have 
simplified selling older games and sys­
tems, so customers can bypass the has­
sle of Facebook Marketplace or eBay 
and get cash or store credit for new 
games.

entirely volunteer-led and keeps most 
of its efforts in Farmington and Far­
mington Hills. Other services the group 
offers are breast cancer support, tem­
porary housing after house fires, indoor 
heaters during power outages and fi­
nancial help during medical emergen­
cies.

During the season of gifting, the fire­
fighters hope their actions inspire oth­
ers to give back to their community.

“Many of us bring our families," Steen 
said. “We hope it starts generational 
giving. If your children see you doing 
good in the community, I think they 
tend to carry that on.”

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
734-311-0659. '

The store is filled with thousands of 
games and collectibles, too , including 
stuffed video game characters like Kir­
by, and hundreds of Funko Pop! vinyl, 
pop culture figures.

During the grand opening, the first 50 
customers will each receive a $20 gift 
card, while the next 50 each get to 
choose a Funko Pop! from Game Pawn’s 
collection.

Customers should also stay tuned for 
upcoming Black Friday sales, including 
a raffle drawing for a PlayStation 5.

“Come check us out, almost everyone 
can find something they are interested 
in,” Sohrabi said.

Game Pawn is open from 10 a m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sundays. For more 
information, visit www.gamepawnusa. 
com.

CITY OF NOVI 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE ON 

CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

But those open positions, which will 
now never be filled, are also part of a tale 
that has become all too familiar — the 
struggle by restaurants to get staff, par­
ticularly cooks.

Milford House and Banditos were no 
exception, Horvath said, noting that in 
his past 27 days as general manager, he 
had talked to 20 line cook candidates on 
the phone, got 10 of them to come in for 
interviews, and had only one show up to 
work.

Horvath noted people who work in 
kitchens are his kind of people and a 
rare breed — working in a hot, messy, 
fast-paced, uncomfortable environ­
ment.

Line cooking is more demanding 
than fast food restaurants, where, he 
noted, employees can make $15 to $18 
per hour. Milford House and Banditos 
offered more than that in pay, but 
couldn’t offer enough to attract workers 
and still maintain a profit in a business 
with ever-slimmer profit margins, par­
ticularly with inflation driving food 
prices higher.

business.
“The arcade was very successful 

when the Milford House was going and 
it could have been even more success­
ful,” Horvath said. “The intent was to 
augment and help drive some of the 
business. We envisioned this as a desti­
nation for kids’ birthday parties and 
events for younger people... We brought 
in the arcade, a new amenity, which was 
successful, but faced other challenges.”

Horvath said that part of Milford 
House was profitable, but it closed in 
August, with signs declaring that it was 
being "remodeled.” A permit allowing a 
temporary wall in the patio "where the 
arcade lived” expired Nov. L however, 
and with it died a plan to reopen Milford 
House as a pizza buffet and with a lim­
ited bar menu named “Games by the 
Slice.”

On one of the doors, a sign bearing lo­
gos for a restaurant of that name, as well 
as for Banditos, advertises "Now Hir­
ing,” with positions including line 
cooks, dishwashers, busers and bar­
tenders.

The City of Northville Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing to receive public 
input on a request in regard to the Oity of Northville Zoning Ordinance to consider the 
following variance On premises zoned RIB, First Density Residential District on property 
located at 343 Fairbrook Court, Northville, Michigan, 48167, parcel number 48-003-03-0275­
315. The applicant is seeking a variance to place a generator in the side yard setback. The 
variance needed is 4 feet from the required side yard setback of 7 feet for emergency electrical 
generators in Section 18.24.
The public hearing will be held on December 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Northville 
Municipal Building - Council Chambers, 215 W Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167, 
248-449-9902. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the variance 
request.
The variance application is available for review at the City of Northville Building Department 
during normal business hours of 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, local prevailing 
time, or on the City website www.ci.northville.mi.U8 Services, Building and Planning, 
Board of Zoning Appeals).
Written comments to the BZA pertaining to the proposed variance request must be submitted 
no later than 4:30 pm, November 30,2023, to the City Clerk at the above address, or using the 
City Hall drop box, or emailed to msmith9ci.D0rthyiUe.mi.U8

NOVI — Get ready to get your game 
on.

Game Pawn in the Novi Town Center 
opens Nov. 3, full of delights for video 
game and collectibles enthusiasts, both 
young and “vintage.”

“It’s been a long process, and we 
didn’t get our spot here until July,” Gar­
rett Pyatt said of the store’s location at 
43189 Crescent Blvd., a few doors down 
from Walmart. “We’re excited to be open 
for the holidays and getting it going is a 
lot of fun."

This is the third Game Pawn that 
Pyatt and Cam Sohrabi, both 28 and for­
mer classmates at Waterford Mott, have 
opened in the past three years: Their

hometownlife.com
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Northville Record (USPS* 396880) is published 
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric 

Newspapers. 160 W Fort Street. Detroit, Ml 48226
Periodicals postage is paid at Detroit, Ml and at 

additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer 

Service, PO Box 5830. Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:
Stephanie Angel, Executive Editor
Office: 517-377-101 
sangel9gannett.com 

Follow us on Faceboook: 9OEHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Home Delivery:
Customer Service: 866-887-2737
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon 
Afterhours, leave voicemail 
Email: cserv9dnps.com

Advertising Policy:
All advertising published in this newspaper is 
subject to the conditions stated in the applicable 
rate card, copies of which are available from the 
advertising department. We reserve the right not 
to accept an advertiser's order. Our ad-takers 
have no authority to bind this newspaper and 
only publication of an ad constitutes acceptance 
of the advertiser’s order

Notice is given that the Novi City Council will be interviewing applicants for appointment to 
the following Boards & Commissions:

• Board of Review
• Corridor Improvement Authority
• Election Commission
• Historical Commission
• Library Board
• Zoning Board of Appeals

If you are a registered voter and interested in volunteering to serve on a City Board or 
Commission, information about the various Boards and Commissions is available at 
cityofnovi.org or by contacting the City Clerk's Office at (248)347-0456.
The deadline for filing an application is Monday, November 27, 2023. Applicants will be 
contacted by the City Clerk's Office regarding the date and time of interviews.

“We’re excited to be open 
for the holidays and getting 
it going is a lot of fun.”
Garrett Pyatt
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year term.

Veterans, new faces 
elected to city council

Susan Nash will move 
from clerk to treasurer

Brosnan, a former city council mem­
ber and executive, was reelected with 
13,805 votes. The mayor has said a rede­
velopment of the city’s senior center, 
kicking off the city’s Livonia Vision 21

Lori Miller wins race 
for clerk’s office

Voters reelect Brosnan 
to second term

Browne held her seat with 916 votes.
Incumbent Marilyn Price was ousted 

after coming in third with 907 votes, fol­
lowed by Robert Sochacki who trailed 
with 821 votes.Voters went to the polls in multiple 

Hometown Life cities on Nov. 7 to cast 
the final ballots in the November 2023 
general election.

Unofficial results are below.

Councilman Brandon McCullough, 
Martha Ptashnik, Carrie Budzinski and 
Councilman Scott Morgan were elected 
to serve on Livonia City Council.

McCullough earned the most votes
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Share laughs in South Lyon, ease 
burdens for cancer-stressed families

SOUTH LYON - Andrea Miller s life 
was upended by cancer last year.

Miller was one of an estimated 1.9 
million Americans diagnosed with can­
cer in 2022, according to the American 
Cancer Society.

And like so many of those new pa­
tients, she found herself not only in an 
emergency health crisis, but under in­
credible financial strain. The wife and 
mother of two young sons had to quit 
her job as an occupational therapist to 
embark on a months-long battle for her 
life.

Miller, who did not meet income 
guidelines for government assistance, 
was relieved to be directed to the New 
Day Foundation, which works specifi­
cally to help ease financial stress for 
families suffering a cancer crisis.

“To accept something as valuable as 
money and time is hard to do,” Miller 
said. “But I am thankful there are or­
ganizations and people that donate to 
them to help families like mine.”

Kelly Rodriguez, whose own family 
has suffered multiple bouts with cancer, 
has organized a comedy night fundrais­
er for the New Day Foundation Nov. 17 at 
the Riverbank Golf Club, 24095 Currie 
Road. An evening of laughs provided by 
three comedians and dinner is available 
for a $50 ticket, with proceeds benefit­
ing New Day.

“I need my son to know that no mat­
ter your situation, you have to help oth-

New mayors, councilmembers, more

South Lyon voters have chosen Steve 
Kennedy for their new mayor, electing 
him with 1,569 votes. He overwhelming­
ly defeated Jacob McLeod, who received 
501 votes. Kennedy has served on the 
city council since 2018.

Elected to three available seats on the 
city council were incumbent Lisa Dilg 
with L639 votes, newcomer Thad Bogert 
with 1,364 votes, and incumbent Maggie 
Kurtzweil with 1,176 votes. Missing the 
cut was Jean Dendel with 971 votes.

In Northville, Mayor Brian Turnbull 
ran unopposed and claimed a two-year 
term with 1,616 votes.

Four candidates ran for two seats on 
the Northville City Council, with the top 
two vote-getters winning four-year 
terms.

Council newcomer Laura Genitti, a 
lifetime resident of Northville and own­
er of Genitti's Hole-in-the-Wall, came 
away with a landslide, claiming 1,226 
votes. Incumbent Barbara Moroski-

Livonia voters reelect mayor, put four on city council

LIVONIA — Voters in Livonia have 
decided to retain their first female may­
or.

According to unofficial election re- 
• suits, Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan 

was elected Tuesday to a second four- 
year term. Livonia voters also elected 
four people to city council, a new clerk 
and a new treasurer.

All results are unofficial until certi­
fied by the Wayne County Board of Can­
vassers.

Kelly Rodriguez with her husband, 
Frank, and son, Grayson. The family 
has repeatedly dealt with cancer and 
Kelly was inspired to organize an 
upcoming comedy fundraiser to assist 
other families battling the disease.
COURTESY OF KELLY RODRIGUEZ

ers,” Rodriguez, 46, said.
Her son, Grayson, 12, a student at 

Millennium Middle School in South 
Lyon, was just 3 when his father and 
Rodriguez’s first husband, Steve Gor- 
nick, died.

Gornick had intimal sarcoma, a can­
cer originating in the lining of his heart, 
which went undiagnosed until just four 
days before his death in 2014.

Six years later, Kelly was faced with 
cancer again as longtime friend Frank

Justin Fischer was elected Novi’s first 
new mayor in 12 years and will serve a 
2-year term with 7,225 votes. He defeat­
ed Aaron Martinez, who received 5,376 
votes. Fischer has served as a council­
man since 2019 in his current term but 
was previously a councilmember from 
2009-2014.

Six candidates sought three available 
four-year seats on the Novi City Council. 
The top three vote getters winning the 
seats were incumbent Laura Casey with 
6,151 votes, newcomer Matt Heintz with 
6,102 votes, and incumbent Dave Staudt 
with 5,904 votes.

Missing the cut were Sujata Raman 
with 5,614 votes, Jay Dooley with 5,236 
votes, and Joe Peddiboyina with 3,696 
votes.

Former councilwoman Theresa Rich 
has claimed the title of Farmington Hills 
mayor, winning with 8,829 votes over 
former mayor Ken Massey’s 8,323 votes. 
Rich will serve a two-year term.

Winning three seats on the Farming­
ton Hills City Council are Bill Dwyer 
with 8,937 votes, incumbent Jackie Bo­
leware, 7,920 votes, and Jon Aldred with

Master Plan, will be the central focus of 
her second term.

"I cannot tell you how much this vic­
tory means,” Brosnan said to supporters 
Tuesday night. “We’ve put out a big 
dream, a big vision. I don’t know about 
you guys, but I think people want us to 
continue doing what we’re doing.”

Councilwoman Kathleen McIntyre, 
who challenged Brosnan, received 
10,838 votes.

Livonia’s mayor serves as the city’s 
chief executive.

“I am so excited we get to do this for 
four more years,” Brosnan said. “I hap­
pen to think we’re pretty good at it.”

Rodriguez was diagnosed with Stage 4 
Hodgkin's lymphoma just a few months 
after his wife Yvette, Kelly’s best friend, 
died of a brain aneurysm in 2019.

Frank Rodriguez, who had also lost a 
7-year-old daughter to cancer many 
years before, lacked the strength to 
work or to cook his own meals, and was 
unable to pay the electric bill or even 
make minor home repairs.

Although they didn’t know about 
New Day at the time, and Frank Rodri­
guez has since recovered with the help 
of chemo and the love of Kelly, whom he 
married just over a year ago, the non­
profit was meant for people like them 
and the Miller family.

Andrea Miller, who has been married 
to James for 12 years, is the mother of 
Nathan, 10, and Charlie, 4. She was 
shocked with a breast cancer diagnosis 
in June of last year.

She’d had no symptoms, except a 
pain under her arm that she thought 
was a pulled muscle and which she 
mentioned to her doctor in passing at an 
unrelated appointment.

Within 3K weeks of her mammogram 
and biopsy, she started five months of 
chemotherapy and immunotherapy, 
then underwent a double mastectomy 
in January of this year, followed by 25 
rounds of radiation and finally an all­
clear — meaning that all cancer cells 
were declared dead.

But during her treatment, she had to 
quit her job to focus on fighting her can­
cer and being a strong wife and mother. 
New Day stepped in to make a mortgage 
and car payment for the family and re­

6,958 votes. They will each serve a four- 
year term.

Falling short were Valentina Lucaj 
with 6,850 votes, Mayor Pro Tern Mary 
Newlin with 6,644 votes, Alex Meyers 
with 6,190 votes and Asim Khan with 
2,628 votes.

Birmingham voters approved a sen­
ior millage proposition with 3,492 votes 
in favor and 1,566 against.

The approval adds a new .33-mill, 
three-year levy that will collect about $1 
million of revenue per year for the city to 
make interim improvements and estab­
lish a sinking fund for a senior center 
that will provide an array of services. 
The levy ends on July 1, 2027.

A measure to approve sales of mari­
juana in Birmingham failed with 3,726 
no votes and 1,340 yes votes. Voters 
were overwhelmingly against an 
amended ordinance that would have al­
lowed one medical marihuana facility 
and one marihuana recreational estab­
lishment to operate in Birmingham.

Voters in the Bloomfield Hills School 
District approved a building and site 
sinking fund millage renewal, 5,925­
2,798.

The district will continue to levy 
.6976 mills for a term of three years with 
expected revenue to be used for the con­
struction or repair of school buildings, 

with 16,409 and will serve a four-year 
term, with two years as council presi­
dent, beginning next year. Ptashnik, 
who came in second with 14,512 votes, 
will also serve a four-year term, two of 
which will be spent as council vice 
president.

Budzinski earned 13,373 votes and 
will serve a four-year term. Morgan re­
ceived 13,311 votes and will serve a two- 
year term.

Jim Baringhaus and Robb Drzewicki 
fell short with 10,702 and 12,334 votes, 
respectively.

Lori Miller is Livonia’s next clerk. 
Miller’s victory marked a major upset.

Miller, the city's current deputy clerk, 
received 12,584 votes, topping oppo­
nent Treasurer Lynda Scheel's 10,804 
votes.

In Livonia, the clerk serves a four- 

lieved them of that financial stress.
Miller, now in remission, cried as she 

remembered how much those acts of 
kindness meant to her during one of the 
most difficult times in her life.

“I don’t think 1 could ever say thank 
you enough to people who don’t even 
know me and donated their money that 
they work hard for and took time away 
from their families to make that money,” 
she said. “They found it in their hearts to 
donate to families like mine, so I can pay 
attention to my kids and participate in 
their activities and be an attentive wife 
and continue to live through treatment 
and not worry about how I am going to 
be able to pay the next bill that came 
through."

Rodriguez hopes to ease that pain for 
many other families by organizing a 
fundraiser for the New Day Foundation 
to continue their mission.

“Come out and support a great cause 
and have a nice night out making mem­
ories,” she said. “It’s getting close to the 
holidays. You can make someone else’s 
holiday cheerier.”

The Night Out Comedy & Dinner ben­
efiting the New Day Foundation is 
planned from 6 to 9 p.m. Nov. 17 at the 
Riverbank Golf Club. Featured come­
dians are Tom Massey, Ron Rigby and 
Brandi Alexander. Tables of six or eight 
can be reserved. Patrons must be 18 or 
older. To purchase tickets in advance, 
visit Eventbrite.com or motownmark. 
com.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom- 
ley@hometoionlife.com. Follow her on X 
@SusanBromleylO.

school security improvements, the ac­
quisition or upgrading of technology, 
the acquisition of student transporta­
tion vehicles, trucks and vans as well as 
parts, supplies, and equipment used for 
the maintenance of these vehicles.

state Rep. Kevin Coleman soundly 
won Westland's mayoral race. Coleman 
will be Westland's first new mayor in 
over 15 years, beating out opponent in­
terim Mayor Mike Londeau with 8,144 
votes. Londeau, a former councilman 
appointed mayor in January, received 
5,630 votes.

Coleman will serve a two-year term 
ending in 2025, completing former May­
or Bill Wild's last elected four-year term. 
Generally, Westland’s mayor serves a 
four-year term.

Michael McDermott, Melissa Sam- 
pey and Andrea Rutkowski were elected 
to four-year terms on council. McDer­
mott received 8,944 votes, Sampey re­
ceived 7,629 votes and Rutkowski re­
ceived 7,470 votes.

Emily Bauman took the remaining 
position with 7,211 votes and will serve a 
two-year term.

Council will elect a president and 
president pro tern from among them­
selves at the beginning of next year.

In the clerk’s office, Clerk Richard Le­
Blanc was reelected with 10,863 votes. 
LeBlanc has been clerk since 2015 and 
ran unopposed.

Susan Nash, Livonia’s current clerk, 
will spend four years as Livonia’s trea­
surer.

Nash earned 16,159 votes. Her oppo 
nent, newcomer Andrew Lendrum, fell 
short with 6,929 votes.

Because Nash appeared on ballots in 
an election she was also tasked with ad­
ministering, she called in fellow clerks 
from Redford, Canton and Plymouth 
townships to ensure things ran smooth­
ly and fairly.

Get the latest headlines for metro De­
troit every morning in your mailbox by 
signing up for our daily briefings news­
letter .

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
734-311-0659.

mailto:sbrom-ley@hometownlife.com
mailto:sbrom-ley@hometownlife.com
mailto:stankersle@hometownlife.com


Bollards
Continued from Page 1A

The new bollards in downtown Northville will allow easy street closures for 
parades, festivals and events, laura colvin
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For the last several years, the city has 
used a combination of orange barrels, 
water-filled barriers and out-of-service 
police cars to block the streets.

Northville City Manager George La- 
hanas said he was glad to see the tem­
porary devices cleared away.

“If you're doing something tempora­
rily, the plastic barriers are fine," Laha» 
nas said. “If you want to do something 
on a more permanent basis, and you 
want more efficiency, the bollards pro­
vide a greater degree of safety. It's a 
great solution for the future.”

Both Lahanas and Turnbull said they 
were unaware of other nearby cities us­
ing retractable bollards, but Turnbull 
said city officials from other Michigan 
communities were “very interested" 
when he presented the project at a re­
cent SEMCOG event.

Among Northville business owners, 
reaction to the reopening of the streets 
was mixed.

Julie Cole, owner of Great Harvest 
Bread Co., said business slowed when 
the street closures began; she’s happy 
the downtown is now “back to normal.”

“Older customers, especially, have let 
us know that this is the first time they’ve 
come in a while because it was too much 
work for them," Cole said, noting she 
wasn’t looking forward to having the 
streets closed again next summer.

“I would love it if they would just 
close it for festivals,” she said.

On the other hand, Derek Blair, own­
er of the Northville Gallery, said busi­
ness has been booming over the past 
three years.

“We really enjoyed the streets being 
closed,” Blair said, adding that heavy 
foot traffic prompted him to extend his 
closing time — previously 6 p.m. — to 
9 p.m. “It’s always so busy down here. 
It’s just been a festive atmosphere in the 
last three years.

“This was becoming a real destina­
tion place for all of metro Detroit," he 
added. "People knew this was a pedes­
trian zone all the time, safe and easy for 
kids and dogs and families. We had cus­
tomers from Birmingham and all over 
that we never had before. Profits are 
definitely up.”

Doc Anway, owner of Town & Coun­
try Bike & Boards, said business was up

“big time” over the past three years.
“People sit over at the restaurant, 

look over here and see the bikes out in 
front...and they come over to buy one,” 
he said. “I definitely want [the city) to 
keep the streets closed in the summer­
time."

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221­
8143.

Northville City Manager George Lahanas, left, and Northville Mayor Brian Turnbull show off the new bollards in downtown 
Northville, courtesy city of northville

“This was becoming a real 
destination place for all of metro 
Detroit. People knew this was a 
pedestrian zone all the time, safe 
and easy for kids and dogs and 
families. We had customers from 
Birmingham and all over that we 
never had before. Profits are 
definitely up.”
Derek Blair Owner, Northville Gallery

Limited Availability
RSVP REQUIRED! 248-516-2094

With gratitude this Thanksgiving, come pick up 

a made-From-scratch apple or pumpkin pie and 

stay For a tour. Come get a taste oF how our senior 

iving community helps you continue your liFe story

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE 
44600 Five Mile Rd. / Northville. Ml 

Assisted Living / Memory Care 

AnthologyMichigan.com
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Cantina
Continued from Page 1A

LARGE ONE BEDROOM

MORE of our stunning

Fox Run Bath

W/D

Living Area 
12’3” x 17’9

Mojave Cantina, 22870 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township, is finally ready to open 
nearly four years after a restaurant formerly at the location, Lyon Cantina, 
burned down.

Phil Tsapatoris, owner of Mojave Cantina, is ready to open his new Mexican 
restaurant at 22870 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township.

Walk-In 
Closet

Kitchen 
8’7” x 8’1

Bedroom 
12’4” x 13'0

The Lyon Township Mojave Cantina 
also will feature the same authentic 
dishes with a Tex-Mex flavor served at 
his other locations, with everything 
made in-house, including fire-roasted 
tomatoes for salsa and homemade 
chips. The majority of the menu is glu­
ten-free through using corn tortillas, in­
stead of flour, and the facility is nut- 
free.

“We are known for our sizzling fajitas 
with fresh-cut vegetables; and our en­
chiladas are very popular," Tsapatoris 
said.

Mojave Cantina has its own recipe for 
margaritas and sangria, and will offer a 
brunch menu for Saturdays and Sun­
days with "tres leches” French toast, faj­
ita skillets, breakfast nachos and more.

Tsapatoris began the work of bring­
ing the new Mojave Cantina to the com­
munity just over a year after the Lyon 
Cantina building burned down Dec. 31, 
2019, but faced delays caused by pan­

demic labor and supply shortages. He 
also suffered the loss of his original ar­
chitect, South Lyon resident Stephan 
Hoffman, who died earlier this year of 
cancer.

Tsapatoris plans to invite Hoffman’s 
family when he launches a soft opening 
this month, at which he hopes they and 
other diners will enjoy all the delicious 
dishes and drinks the new restaurant 
has to offer.

"We’re excited to be a part of the com­
munity. We’ve been looking forward to it 
for several years,” Tsapatoris said, add­
ing that the restaurant will have about 
50 employees. “We can’t wait to start up 
the kitchen and make many memories 
with the community. Hopefully we can 
be here for-decades."

Mojave Cantina will be open from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Thurs­
day; 11 a.m. to midnight Fridays; 10 a.m. 
to midnight Saturdays; and 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Sundays.

For more information and a full me­
nu, visit www.mojavemi.com.

Contact Susan Bromley at sbrom- 
ley@hometownlife.com. Follow her on X 
@SusanBromleylO.

No matter your budget 
or style, you’ll find the 
perfect, maintenance-free 
apartment home at Novi’s 
premier community.

Novi 
FoxRunNovi com

floor plans!
Call 1-877-211-9301 for 
your free brochure, or 
visit FoxRunNovi.com.

Mojave Cantina, 22870 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township, will open in November.
PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY

http://www.mojavemi.com
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Circuit 
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Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: SILVER
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DOWN
1 Trickery
2 Maximum intensity
3 In high gear?
4 Manages
5 Possible peppers 

partner

11 Reach as quickly as 
possible

12 Agitador de __
(cantina 
container)

14 Slide stuff
16 Aladdin, for instance
17 Pit of the stomach
21 With added zest
23 Chelsea Gray was 

its 2022 MVP
24 Poulet product
25 Pet kept for pest 

control

ANTHOLOGY OF NOVI
42400 W. 12 Mile Rd. h

27 Run follower/ 
precede r

31 Publisher of 
Firestarter 
excerpts (1980)

32 Takes a course

57 Petroleum product
56 Moviedom's "Eighth 

Wonder"
59 Pounds 

with Austen’s 
portrait

34 Unbundled
35 “You can stop here"
37 Come out with
38 Desserted9
40 Part of the 2024 

Olympics opening 
ceremony parade 
route

41 Holders of sulfides, 
carbonates, etc.

42 Circumference
43 Water near Verona
46 Recess
47 Big shock
49 Where Ie CarrO 

taught French
50 Animal Planet 

regulars
51 It sounds like 

an inspiration
53 Athletics degree

ACROSS
1 Receptionist's 

pronoun
5 Where Thor held 

his hammer
9 Defense concern 

of the FDA
12 Under the Tuscan 

Sun setting
13 What Dewhurst 

got tor Taming 
of the Shrew

14 Certain service 
center

15 What Russian 
America was 
subsequently called

18 Authorial profession
19 Mideast word for 

“lighthouse"
20 Big name in the 

Giants of Science 
book series

22 Cause of some 
blowups

23 Where Pulitzer's Big 
Apple office was

28 "Corking!"
29 Goggle
30 Joey of fiction
33 Reservations
34 Have a good time
35 Force down
36 Close to the tail
37 Fluid change
38 Drop__
39 Tonic cocktails
42 Be together
44 City near Dunkirk
45 Word on US 

commonwealths list
48 Take away
52 Precarious position
54 Fausse __

(misconception)
55 Port closest to Spain
56 Didst strike

AnthologyMichigan.com
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7 Not moving
8 Resa alternative
9 What sushi rice is

10 “The stream is 
always__ at its 
source": Pascal
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The Voice
Continued from Page 1A
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fidence. However, she coached the 
Roeper School grad to not overthink her 
performance, or every action or facial 
expressidn.

"Relax, be still,” she said. “You don’t 
have to conduct. All you have to do is tell 
the story.”

Judd counseled Albrecht to pretend 
she was not on “The Voice,” but instead 
pretend she was hanging out with Judd 
and singing to her in the car.

When Albrecht asked the star what

EMBASSY SUITES
19525 VICTOR PKWY. LIVONIA MI, 48152

11%‘ SALE ENDS 
THANKSGIVING DAY!

the secret was to have a career for a life­
time, Judd responded that she should 
surround herself with good people, and 
added a second bit of advice.

“Save your money, sister, because 
I’ve blown it twice and wrote a book 
about how to lose everything," said 
Judd, adding that she was the heart and 
her mother, Naomi Judd, was the head 
“1 was so naive and still am so gullible.”

When Albrecht finally got her turn on 
a knockout round stage, where two fel­
low Team Reba members also were vy­
ing for their chance to remain on the 
show, she impressed judge Niall Horan, 
formerly of the band One Direction.

“Alison, your growth is just amazing," 
Horan said, adding that the Carole King 
song she chose is in his top 10 of all time.

Fellow judge and musician John Leg­
end told Albrecht she was his favorite of 
the three singers on the stage.

“Alison, I truly am in love with your 
voice," he said. “Your tone is so lovely."

He lamented, however, that he didn’t 
get to see “another gear” from her in vo­
cal range. McEntire, who told Albrecht 
she was proud of her and felt she had 
watched “the blossoming of a beautiful

Tom Nitti, Jacquie Roar and Alison 
Albrecht all were coached by country 
music star Reba McEntire on the NBC 
show, “The Voice.” tyler golden/nbc

songwriting inspirations. Given more 
autonomy with that song choice than 
preceding selections on the show, she 
chose King's classic from among avail­
able options.

"I wanted to showcase my storytell­
ing ability for knockouts," Albrecht said.

In rehearsals for the song, Albrecht's 
coach, Reba McEntire, was joined by 
“mega mentor" and fellow country mu­
sic star, Wynonna Judd.

Albrecht told them she had been 
writing songs since she was 13 and ad­
mired King as an incredible storyteller.

“I’m 23, so I’m in the baby stages of 
my career and really looking not just for 
a moment, but for longevity,” Albrecht 
said.

Judd agreed storytellers are needed 
and the classic song was important for 
the next generation to hear.

During the rehearsal, McEntire noted 
Albrecht had shown tremendous 
growth on the show, particularly in con-

NOVEMBER
■ 16 17 18

Hourly Raffles * 75+ Artists • Mimosas & Bloody Mary: 
On-site Cafe • Unique Gifts • Ample Parking

FRIDAY 
9AM-6PM

rose,” ultimately chose to keep the other 
two singers on the show.

Albrecht had nothing but gratitude 
for the opportunity.

"Reba, you believed in me from the 
beginning and being able to work with 
you is one of the greatest joys of my 
whole life," she said.

Speaking by phone from Los Ange­
les, where she moved to pursue her 
dream, Albrecht noted she also will con­
tinue to follow McEntire’s advice and 
keep the music coming.

“1 moved to L A. to work as an artist 
and 'The Voice’ elevated that,” she said. 
“Thank you so much to everyone for the 
kind messages and support, I’ve had so 
many followers since 1 was a teen per­
forming in Michigan. I can’t wait to 
show them what is next and continue 
my music career”

Within the next month, Albrecht’s 
recorded covers of both “Ironic” and “It’s 
Too Late" will be released on Spotify. 
She also has new original music coming 
out. Check out her website at www.ali- 
sonalbrecht .com or follow her on Insta­
gram (jHalisonalbrecht and on Tik Tok 
@alison_albrecht.

SATURDAY 
9AM-4PM

SUNDAY 
11AM-4PM

PRESENTED BY M _
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At Trinity Health, your every 

day movement matters. Our 
orthopedic experts want to 
help you to move with 
confidence and not hold back 
because of joint pain. Whether 
you're dancing, playing pickleball 
or walking up a flight of stairs, 
you deserve to trust your joints 
and be free from pain. Trinity 
Health orthopedic experts are 
here to get you back to doing 
what you love.

LEARN MORE AT

HCSHOWS.COM

Connect with us at:
TrinityHealthMI.org/confldent
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FREE 
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TUESDAY NOVEMBER 14TH 2023 - SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18TH 2023

SHOW INFO
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BRING IN ALL YOUR 
COLLECTIBLES FOR A 

FREE EVALUATION

1-ON-1 EVALUATIONS
MORGAN DOLLAR

UP TO $100,000*
ROOSEVELT DIME

1964 8 OLDER
MERCURY DIME

UP TO $3,400*
LIBERTY NICKEL

UPTO $4,500*

WHEN:
NOVEMBER 14TH - NOVEMBER 18TH 

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 6PM 
SATURDAY 10AM - 3PM

WHERE 
HOMEWOOD SUITES 
26150 TOWN CENTER DR, 

NOVI, Ml 48375
Off Hwy 96/Exit 1627Novi Rd 

(Behind Walmart)

WALKING LIBERTY 
HALF DOLLAR 
UP TO $4,600*

FRANKLIN HALF 
DOLLAR

UPTO $3,200*

KENNEDY HALF 
DOLLAR

PRE 1970 UP TO $400*

GOLD COINS U.S. 
UP TO $300,000*

BUFFALO NICKEL 
UP TO $4,200*

WHEAT PENNIES
UPTO $3,500*

GOLD COINS FOREIGN
UP TO $300,000*

BARBER COINS
UP TO $5,000*

AMAZING
OFANTASY «

SILVER DOLLARS
UP TO $7,500*

WASHINGTON 
QUARTER

1964 & OLDER UP TO $600* GRADED COINS b COMMEMORATIVES 
UP TO $150,000*

MEN'S fr WOMEN'S 
CLASS RINGS
UP TO $500*

.999 FINE SILVER & GOLD

■ SPORTS MEMORABILIA PAPER CURRENCY
PRE-1934

POP CULTURE 
COLLECTIBLES & 

MEMORABILIA

STERLING FLATWARE, 
TEA SETS b SILVER JEWELRY 

UP TO $20,000* HELMETS, UNIFORMS, MEDALS, PATCHES, 
FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE 

UPTO $60,000*

GUITARS, AMPS, 
BANJOS & MORE!

• MARTIN
• GIBSON
• FENDER
• GRETSCH
• SILVERTONE
• AND MANY 

MORE

UP TO $125,000*

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

METAL TOYS
TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB 

GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY, TONKA, MARX TOYS

• ROLEX
• PATEK PHILIPPE
• BREITLING
• ELGIN
• HAMILTON
• LONGINES
• WALTHAM
• OMEGA
• AND MORE

(RUNNING or BROKEN*)

JEWELRY

ESTATE 
DIAMONDS 
GOLD, SILVER, & PLATINUM 
COSTUME 
BROKEN AND UNWANTEDI

ZIPPO LIGHTERS, POCKET KNIVES, ANTIQUE 
FIREARMS (PRE-1899), & MORE I

SCRAP GOLD

FOR SHOW INFO OR DIRECTIONS CALL 419-615-1237 Office Hour* for Premier QSC

^©Appointments Available EVENTSINFO@PREMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN.COM
LARGECOLLECTIONS OF WWW.PREMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN.COM

«16LD> SILVER ONLY! hosted by premier gsc

Mon Frl • :30am 4:30pm EST 

Value* depend on rarity, condition
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Detroit Country Day soccer falls short in state title match
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write their names on a brick. These tire 
the names of people who have put in 
the sweat equity to prop up Northville 
to be the state power that it is.

They came up with a couple dozen 
names, from former coach Rick Van- 
DerVeer to Abby Reck and Taryn Rice, 
two starters on Northville’s first-ever 
state finds team, to Juliana Imbuzerio, 
who helped the Mustangs win their 
first district title in four years during 
Lindstrom’s first season coaching on 6 
Mile.

GRAND LEDGE - Following a state 
semifinal exit last season, the Detroit 
Country Day boys soccer team found it­
self back in the familiar spot of a Divi­
sion 3 title game Saturday, looking to 
add to a record 15 state championships 
in program history.

The No. 2-ranked Yellowjackets had 
their toughest challenge yet, facing off 
with No. 1-ranked Hudsonville Unity 
Christian.

After the two sides battled to a 1-1 
score at halftime, Country Day took the 
lead just over 15 minutes into the second 
half. But the Crusaders refused to quit
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Atop the bleachers in Northville’s 
gymnasium, with both hands above 
his head, captain Drew Rankin hoisted 
a piece of paper freshly ripped out of a 
notebook as if it was a championship 
wrestling belt.

After enthusiastically showing it off 
to everyone there, the junior passed it 
to his coaches.

Star lineman Graham Gilmartin 
then began tapping with his fingers 
under the “DISTRICT CHAMPS” por­
tion of the NHS football placard hang­
ing on the wall, signaling where he 
wanted the coaches to tape it up.

And on that white lined paper, it 
read, “2023."

Just four digits representing the 
current year we’re in. But it was 
enough for the remaining members of 
the team that made the trip down to 
the high school from Tom Holzer Ford 
Field on 8 Mile to holler and cheer.

And here are some other numbers 
for you: 23, 0, 4 and 3.

Entering Friday night, it had been 
23 years since the Mustangs (10-1) had 
won a district championship.

It had previously beaten state pow­
er Detroit Catholic Central zero times 
in football.

It had seen playoff runs cut short by 
the Shamrocks four times since 2010.

Exiting Friday night, all three of 
those streaks were snapped.

It took a little bit of luck and a whole 
heck of a lot of talent, but Northville 
somehow, some way found a way to 
steal the Division 1 district champion­
ship trophy from CC with a last-min­
ute, heart-racing 24-17 victory Nov. 3.

“This is historic, this is one that’s 
never going to be forgotten in North­
ville history, and I’m proud to be a part 
of it," said first-year coach Brent Lu- 
plow, who left Brighton to take over the 
Mustangs following the 2022 season. 
"When you have really good kids and 
really good families, it kind of takes 
care of itself.”

You could have brought in the direc­
tors of "Rocky,” "Rudy," and “Miracle,” 
and the three of them together couldn’t 
have scripted a better ending than the 
one the Mustangs acted out in crunch 
time in front of a packed home crowd.

It took Northville's defense forcing 
a turnover on downs just outside of the 
red zone when CC was driving to make 
it a two-score lead with 4:13 left.

Northville celebrates winning the Division 1 volleyball regional final against Saline on Thursday, Nov. 9, 2023, at Ypsilanti
Lincoln, brandon folsom/hometown life

If you know Northville volleyball 
coach Sarah Lindstrom, you know she 
loves coming up with kooky and cre­
ative ways to motivate her players be­
fore, during and after big matches.

Whether that’s having a box of Frost­
ed Flakes on the bench when the Mus­
tangs are a game away from making it to 
Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek or using a 
magic wand to pick her player of the 
game.

And the Division 1 regional champi­
onship against Saline on Nov. 9 was no 
different.

En route to Ypsilanti Lincoln’s gym, 
the third-year coach presented her team 
with a poster board full of bricks. You 
know, the ones you’d use to build a 
house or fireplace. And on it was the 
saying, “A STRONG FOUNDATION IS 
THE KEY TO LONG-TERM SUCCESS.”

Lindstrom called upon each of her 
players to come up with a person, or 
two, who has been integral in helping 
the Mustangs build the foundation of 
their current dynasty-in-progress and

and scored two gods in response - the 
second coming with just 9:23 left in the 
match - to propel Unity Christian to the 
Division 3 crown.

“It’s very disappointing right now, 
but I’m very proud of the team getting to 
this point. It was a great season and a 
good run through the playoffs,” Country 
Day coach Steve Bossert said. "We came 
up one short, but they are a great team, 
one vs. two, back and forth, and we had 
several chances to tie it back up, But I 
thought it was a terrific championship 
game.” , .

Unity Christian’s Isaac Eppinga 
opened the scoring just under seven 
minutes in, but Country Day’s Alex Eby

Mustangs contmue 
building on playoff run

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

The Detroit 
Country Day 
soccer team 
gathers to 
receive finalist 
medals 
following its 
3-2 loss to 
Hudsonville 
Unity Christian 
in the Division 
3 state 
championship 
game at Grand 
Ledge High 
School on 
November 4, 
2023.
NATHANIEL BOTT

What upsetting 
CC means for 
Northville’s 
football program

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Nathaniel Bott
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN



Northville volleyball rallies in fifth set to regional semi win

Football
Continued from Page 1B

Northville’s Graham Gilmartin hoists the trophy.
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We know what it takes and what it feels 
like.’ I said, ‘The good news is, they think 
it’s already over and there's still a lot of 
game left.’”

The Mustangs scored the final six 
points to earn a trip to the regional 
championship match on Nov. 9, where

Northville coach Brent Luplow celebrates with the trophy following the Division 1 football district championship against 
Detroit Catholic Central on Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. photos by brandon folsom/hometown life

Belleville next week. But it already has a 
KLAA-West championship, a win over 
rival Novi, an upset win over state pow­
er Clarkston at the Big House and, now, 
its first district title in over two decades 
and its first-ever win over CC, a program 
that has won 10 state titles and ap­
peared in the state finals 17 times.

The makeshift notebook paper that 
says “2023” should be preserved in the 
trophy case along with the wooden mit­
ten. Rankin's WWE celebration was well 
warranted. And the student section de­
served to crash the party.

This win means everything to the 
Mustangs. That’s evident. The only 
question is: Who’s going to direct their 
movie?

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(B folsombrandonj.

ebrate back then.
There was the 2015 team that went 

9-0 in the regular season and beat Novi 
in the Kensington Lakes Activities As­
sociation finale to ensure a league title. 
But those Mustangs lost to Canton in 
the district final.

The 2010 and 2011 teams trounced ev­
eryone they faced except Plymouth and 
Canton before CC trounced them back- 
to-back times in the playoffs.

The 1993 team was perfect in every 
game except the two times they faced 
league rivaJ Farmington Hills Harrison, 
the eventual state champions.

And so on and so on.
Exactly where this year’s squad 

stacks up to past great teams is yet to be 
determined. Northville still has a re­
gional championship to play against

Northville's Nick Heiner reaches for a 
pass against Detroit Catholic Central's 
D'Andre Green.

they went on to defeat Saline again in 
four sets.

Junior outside hitter Molly Reck put 
the exclamation point on the comeback 
against Bedford, taking a set from junior 
Ella Craggs and pounding a shot 
through a block attempt by Kaylin

“I’m going to get emotional," said the 
rookie coach, who, did just that when 
asked how he felt watching Deak turn 
what should have been an eventual long 
field-goal opportunity into an incredible 
TD run.

“That was a blur,” Luplow added. “A 
hole opened up, and there he (Deak) 
goes. That's a historic play in Northville 
history.”

Nov. 3 will never be forgotten by the 
Mustangs.

When you look back in history, there 
have been plenty of great teams.

Like the 1990 squad, which was the 
last team to win a regional title and the 
only one to play in a state semifinal. 
That team didn’t win the Western Lakes 
Activities Association, but it did blank 
rival Novi, 17-0. There was plenty to cel-

YPSILANTI - With Northville’s vol­
leyball season teetering on the brink, 
coach Sarah Lindstrom took her players 
on a trip down memory lane.

“In my very last timeout, I just start­
ed listing names of players who aren’t 
here anymore that are in college,” Lind­
strom said. “I said, 'Those are the girls 
who bought into what we were selling, 
who explained to you that this is what 
Northville volleyball looks like. I said, 
‘That team doesn’t have what we have.’ 
It’s the players from our past.”

And then she honed in on the exact 
scenario the second-ranked Mustangs 
were facing Nov. 7 in a Division 1 region­
al semifinal against ninth-ranked Tem­
perance Bedford at Ypsilanti Lincoln.

Northville trailed 12-9 in the fifth and 
deciding game, a situation nearly iden­
tical to the one the Mustangs faced 
while trailing Saline 12-10 in the fifth 
game of the state semifinals last season. 
Northville rallied to win that game and 
would do so again against Bedford, 
coming away with a hard-fought 25-15, 
25-27, 21-25, 25-18,15-12 victory.

“I said, ‘We were in Battle Creek last 
year, we were down to Saline in the 
semifinals in the fifth set,’ ” Lindstrom 
said. “I said, ‘We’ve been here before.

Schroeder for the final point.
“I just had full confidence in my 

teammates,” Reck said. “I knew we 
could do it with our amazing passing 
throughout the night. I’ve got to give 
credit to my setter; she had an amazing 
set and I just found the open spot.

“She’s one of my best friends. We 
know each other really well. I think that 
helps on the court with communication 
and everything.”

With a large, vocal crowd watching 
two incredible teams go blow for blow, 
the match had the air of a state semifi­
nal, not a regional semifinal.

Or maybe the match was worthy of 
an even greater stage.

“1 think you’re looking at the toughest 
region in the state of Michigan right 
now,” Lindstrom said. “That right there, 
to me, was probably a state champion­
ship match and one of the best I’ve seen 
in a long time.

“Bedford played absolutely out­
standing and they frustrated us to the 
Nth degree. We couldn’t have been serv­
ing and passing better. They only aced 
us two times tonight in five sets. We 
were doing everything and it was really 
frustrating.

“That’s an incredible team, an ex­
tremely well-coached team. It feels real­
ly good to come out on top and 1 think 
it’s going to give us a lot of confidence 
heading into Thursday.”

It took an all-out effort from quarter­
back Isaac Pace and the Mustangs’ of­
fense to drive 67 yards to set up the 
game-tying score, a 9-yard TD grab by 
Nick Heiner on a fade route expertly 
thrown by Pace with 2:01 remaining.

And, with overtime likely imminent, 
it took Gilmartin coming up with argu­
ably the play of the game as the Sham­
rocks attempted to make the most of the 
final 90 seconds or so. CC was trying to 
nab those game-winning points, 
whether it was going to be a long Jake 
Matigian field goal or an outright TD run 
by running back Jaden Pydyn or a long 
bomb from strong-armed QB Beau Jack­
son.

The Shamrocks (8-3) went with Jack­
son, the namesake of the former 1985 
Heisman Trophy winner, electing to 
move the chains through the air. Except 
Northville’s defense had just the right 
play drawn up.

It mixed up its defensive front by 
subbing off nose guard Ferris Jordan, 
bringing in pass rusher Robbie Schuckle 
and moving Gilmartin, one of the best 
defensive ends in the state, right in front 
of the football.

Defensive coordinator Matt Sexton 
sent a linebacker through the A gap, 
which left Gilmartin with a one-on-one 
with CC’s center.

“I kind of faked him out,” the 6-foot-l, 
245-pound lineman said. “I ripped un­
derneath him and got just enough sep­
aration to get to the ball and get it out.”

That’s right. Gilmartin managed to 
strip-sack Jackson at CC’s own 20-yard 
line, leaving Northville’s offense with 46 
seconds and two timeouts remaining, 
just what it needed to set up Sonny 
Rentz with a 25- or 30-yard field goal at­
tempt at the fined whistle.

The Mustangs didn't need it.
On the first play of the series, they 

called Deak’s number. The senior found 
success at the wildcat QB position all 
night, having no issue getting first 
downs and moving Northville into scor­
ing position.

The designed QB sweep to the right 
was supposed to center the ball for 
Rentz’s eventual field goal. Instead, 
Deak kept running for daylight Once he 
got around the end, he was gone.

The Mustang’s linemen sealed the 
edge, Deak raced 20 yards untouched 
for the winning TD just six seconds after 
Gilmartin’s forced fumble and-North­
ville was ready to celebrate one of its 
greatest upsets ever.

“When my name was called, and I got 
the ball and saw it open up, I ran as fast 
as I could and it ended up working out,” 
Deak said. “Ive got to give credit to all of 
my linemen for opening that up. Mo­
mentum just started going our way in 
the fourth quarter, and I’m glad we could 
capitalize on it.”

Northville's defense kept CC out of 
the end zone for the remaining 39 sec­
onds.

Its student section, rightfully so, 
stormed the field after the final whistle, 
which forced Northville’s athletic ad­
ministration to scrap the post-game 
medal ceremony entirely. But all that 
meant was Luplow got to immediately 
hand the championship trophy to his 
captains.

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Molly Reck 
(8) buried 
the final 
shot to give 
Northville a 
3-2 victory 
over 
Temperance 
Bedford in a 
volleyball 
regional 
semifinal 
Tuesday, 
Nov. 7, 
2023.
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Saline easily swung its way to a 25-18 
win in the opening set and overcame an 
early 11-6 deficit in the second to take a 
23-21 lead heading down the stretch. 
But then the Mustangs started believ-

RENEWAL 
byANDERSEN

RENEWAL 
byANDERSEN

Country Day outshot Unity Christian 
19-6, but its late chances weren’t enough 
to find the equalizer.

Country Day finishes with a 19-3-2 
record and finishes as state runner-up 
for just the second time in program his­
tory.

Contact Nathaniel Bott at nbott&lsj. 
com. X: &Nathaniel_Bott.

knotted the score with a strike from 20 
yards out that found the back of the net.

Country Day’s Stephen Brentano 
gave the Yellowjackets the lead early in

“Country Day has a lot of great play­
ers, so kudos to them,” Unity Christian 
coach lan Billin said. “It was a great sea­
son and I’m just so proud of our guys. To 
go up and then get scored on twice and 
go down 2-1, that changes the momen­
tum. Our guys found a way to get that 
momentum back and we were able to 
hold on in the end.”

the second half off a comer kick, but 
first-team all-state midfielder Collin 
Nieuwenhius made a great individual 
effort to bring the Crusaders level.

A cross into the box found the head of 
Unity Christian's Logan Lutke, and for­
ward Jack Kamminga volleyed his head­
er past the Country Day goalkeeper to 
provide the game-winning goal.

Northville erased that small deficit, 
and then Molly Reck came up with a 
block that gave the Mustangs match 
point. On the next play, it was Ashlee 
Gnau (Syracuse signee) and Greta 
McKee (Wright State) earning their 
names on a pair of bricks. Somehow, 
some way, McKee dug a ball that was 
headed toward the northwest wall — 
which features a banner of current NBA 
player Emoni Bates’ 2019 state champi­
onship boys basketball team at Lincoln 
— and trust us when we say that that 
ball was well out of bounds.

And then Gnau, an equally talented 
defensive specialist, got her paws un­
derneath McKee’s prayer and sailed a 
pass back to McKee, who launched a 
backward prayer to Saline’s side. And 
the Hornets appeared completely gobs­
macked by the fact that Northville kept

ers made their names brickworthy.
First, it was serving specialist Giselle 

Burlingame, who came in for middle 
blocker Avry Nelson and gave Northville 
an early 10-5 lead by serving five 
straight points, which included her re­
cording two aces and coming up with a 
key dig that kept a rally going for anoth­
er point. Saline closed the gap and made 
it a one-point set, but freshman Gabby 
Lavoie subbed into the game cold and 
inspired the Mustangs’ defense in the 
back row. And then Mallory Reck thun­
dered home the match point to, finally, 
put Northville ahead once and for all.

“For a freshman like Gabby, she’s 
been someone who could be on the 
court all year long,” Lindstrom added. 
“There’s a reason we put her on this 
team. We knew she wouldn’t play as 
much because of the twins (Molly and 
Mallory Reck). But Gabby works in the 
gym against these girls. She gets to dig 
these girls every day. I just turned and 
looked at her and said, "It’s time.’

“We talk about how there’s not one 
player on this team that can win us a 
state championship (on their own), but 
we are so well-rounded, and 1 couldn’t 
be more proud of them for stepping up 
in those moments. Like, Giselle going on 
serving runs. It’s been hard all year look­
ing down the bench and see a kid like Gi­
selle not being on the court. But that’s 
when happens you’re in a program 
that’s this strong. But we train all of our 
athletes, we don’t just train our starters, 
so I know kids like her work their butts 
off and are ready for these moments.”

Northville secured the victory in the 
fourth set with the usual suspects. Sa­
line took a two-point lead in the waning 
moments after Nelson sailed a potential 
kill out of bounds. But the senior re­
deemed herself by scoring the next 
three points on her own. She drummed 
up back-to-back blocks at the net, and 
then she thanked McKee for keeping a 
play alive with another incredible dig by

slamming home a big point to give the 
Mustangs a 24-23 lead.

“It was really close, and 1 was a little 
bit nervous, but everybody just stepped 
up around me," the recent 6-foot-3 Eck- 
erd College (Florida) signee said. "So 1 
just got super energetic on the court. It 
helps when everybody on the bench is 
energized, too. It was one of the best 
feelings ever, I’d say.”

After Saline tied the score at both 24 
and 25, Ashley Krahe and Ella Craggs 
teamed up for a block that gave North­
ville match point. And then Krahe end­
ed the match with a solo block that ad­
vanced the Mustangs to the state quar­
terfinals Nov. 14 against Portage North­
ern. That match was completed after 
press time for this edition.

“It feels amazing because I know we 
were all kind of sweating it out at the 
end there, but we knew we were going to 
pull it out,” said Krahe, a senior hitter. “I 
just had to be confident and swing 
strong. That’s the biggest thing. We just 
had to not play scared, even when it was 
tight and we knew there was a lot riding 
on that last point, we just had to keep 
swinging hard."

After the match, as Lindstrom said 
farewell to her friends, family and for­
mer players who made the trip to Ypsi­
lanti, she threw up three fingers to a 
couple of them and just said, “Three 
more!”

That’s an obvious nod to how many 
more wins the Mustangs need to secure 
their first state championship in pro­
gram history. But that’s also how many 
more opportunities her players have to 
earn their names on a brick.

When it’s all said and done, who on 
this team will go down as a foundational 
player? There’s a strong chance the an­
swer will be all of them.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

the rally alive because it couldn’t keep 
the ball from hitting the floor, which 
gave the Mustangs the 26-24 victory 
and knotted the match, 1-L

That was the play that got them go­
ing. There was no backing down after 
that.

“We call those ‘game-changing plays,’ 
and in volleyball, we have so many 
game-changing players,” Lindstrom 
said.

In the third set, a pair of bench play-

Northville's Giselle Burlingame serves 
during a Division 1 volleyball regional 
final against Saline on Thursday, 
Nov. 9, 2023, at Ypsilanti Lincoln.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

Heck, even current athletic director 
Brian Samulski had his name on a brick, 
which makes sense. All the guy has 
done is hire winners since he left Salem 
to take over Northville in 2019. The foot­
ball team proved that last week.

Who knows how much that pre­
game exercise led to the way the No. 2 
Mustangs played in their come-from- 
behind 3-1 victory over the Hornets to 
win their second straight regional 
championship? But what we do know is 
there are a couple of players who, in­
deed, earned themselves their own 
brick throughout the evening.

And the evening did not start well. At
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What we learned at KLAA hockey media day

Three-headed monsters

Here are some key takeaways Youth movement at Stevenson

Unity in Livonia

Garden seat

The Staycation of a Lifetime

GET A FREE INSPECTION

"It’s honestly a weird feeling to play 
with guys you used to throw down with, 
but honestly everybody gets along very 
well,” Burdt said.

FSM

2016-17 skating with Mr. Hockey winner 
Jake Crespi.

“Typically, the kids who have made it 
as freshmen have had pretty impressive 
careers through Brighton and beyond," 
Brighton coach Kurt Kivistosaid. “We’re 
excited to see what he does. He’s a good, 
smart player.”
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Perhaps the best line assignment in 
Michigan is to be the other winger with 
Brighton senior all-staters Cam Duffany 
and Lane Petit.

Things could change during the sea­
son, or even before the first puck drop, 
but it appears a freshman could get that 
plum assignment.

Tim Peterson has been impressive 
enough to get a look with Duffany and 
Petit. A year ago, senior Dominic Vin­
cent came out for the team for the first 
time and had 13 goals and 20 assists in 
30 games on Brighton’s top line.

The Petersons are familiar with ter­
rific line assignments. Ben Peterson had 
12 goals and 20 assists in 31 games in

Not every school in the KLAA has a 
hockey team, but those who do have 
managed to avoid requiring a co-op to 
field it.

That changes this year with Churchill 
and Franklin combining to form the Li­
vonia United Red Stallions. Numbers 
were particularly low at Franklin, which 
had just 12 skaters and two goalies last 
year.

“Sometimes when you put two 
schools together with a 50-year rivalry 
you don’t know what you’re going to 
get,” coach Jason Reynolds said. "We’ve 
gotten over the biggest hurdle. They all 
get along with each other.”

Senior defenseman Landen Burdt, 
who attends Churchill, said players 
quickly got over the fact they attend ri­
val schools.

'Offer ends November 30. 2023 Participating dealers only Not available m AK, HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty. Westchester 
Cty. or City of Buffalo, NY $1.500 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath Dealer sets all pnces and is responsible for 
full amount of discount Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer Contact local dealer for financing details

NOVI — The top high school hockey 
teams in the Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association will travel far and wide 
to find the best competition, hoping to 
be battle-tested when the state tourna­
ment rolls around.

Most teams take an annual weekend 
trip to the Upper Peninsula, some will 
schedule perennial powerhouses like 
Detroit Catholic Central and Trenton. 
Beginning this year, a few will even ven­
ture to Minnesota now that it’s consid­
ered a bordering state by the MHSAA.

But even if those other opportunities 
weren’t available, simply playing a 
KLAA schedule is enough most years to 
prepare teams for what’s to come in the 
state playoffs.

Six of the 10 teams in the KLAA have 
reached the state championship game 
at least once since the formation of the 
league in 2008-09.

• Brighton has four state champion­
ships and four runner-up finishes

• Hartland has three state champi­
onships and two runner-up finishes

• Livonia Stevenson has one state 
championship and two runner-up fin­
ishes

• Howell has two runner-up finishes 
• Novi has a state championship, and 
• Livonia Churchill has one runner- 

up finish
The other four teams have made at 

least one quarterfinal appearance dur­
ing that time.

“The KLAA and MIHL, and that’s not 
taking away from the U.P., you could 
make an argument those are the top two 
conferences,” Howell coach Rocky 
Johnson said. “But let’s get even more 
specific. You’ve got our division within 
our conference with Brighton, Hartland, 
Howell, Northville, Novi. Really? Get­
ting through that alone is almost dead 
man walking. Yeah, it’s hard, it’s brutal. 
At any time, any one of us could be in the 
state finals every season."

The KLAA held its annual media day 
Monday night at Novi, giving us our first 
look at the teams who hope to hoist 
championship hardware March 8 at 
USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth. Teams 
can begin playing next Monday.

Hartland and Howell plan to carry 
three goaltenders, hoping one of them 
can seize the job and take their teams on 
long playoff runs.

The Eagles have juniors Brady Hu- 
benschmidt, Nolan Brown and Gaige 
Dieugenio. Hubenschmidt played in 13 
of 25 regular-season games before 
then-senior Colin Babcock took over for 
the playoffs. Brown played on the junior 
varsity and Dieugenio comes from the 
travel ranks.

"It’s going to be another one of those 
years where it’s that little carrot and 
we’ll see who grabs it,” Hartland coach 
Rick Gadwa said.

Howell brings back senior goalies 
Jack Stawick and Alex Herter and has 
added senior Andrew Klei from travel.

“Having three guys you can count on 
any given night is just a great blessing 
for any coach,” Johnson said.

‘Ten percent off my job over $2500 up to ■ mm of $525 Coupon must be presented M time of ntpeeffon 
Offer mey not be combined with my other offer umit one per customer Aek impoctor for further details 

Promo valid through 11 . 30/2023

Livonia Stevenson has been part of 
the KLAA's big three with Brighton and 
Hartland. The Spartans don’t plan to 
take a step back, even though coach Da­
vid Mitchell has one of his youngest ros­
ters ever.

Derek Buchanan is the only senior on 
a team that graduated 10 players, in­
cluding six of its top eight scorers. Owen 
Hall (11 goals, nine assists) and Andrew 
Clark (seven goals, 11 assists) were key 
contributors as sophomores last sea­
son.

“There’s definitely going to be those 
growing pains or get-to-know-you type 
period, but they do understand the ex­
pectations,” Mitchell said. “The guys 
who are back, the Buchanans, Halls and 
Clarks, they’re imperative for us to 
teach these guys and to lead them.”

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan&gan- 
nett.com. Follow him on X &BUlKhan

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FOUNDATION MPAIW

BAUMBNT WATWWFWOOFING 

CRAWL BRACK MFAM 

coNcarrt lifting

Landen Burdt celebrates a goal last fall for Livonia Churchill. He'll now be a part 
of the new co-op team, the Livonia United Red Stallions.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
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+ Low Monthly Payments'

BECAUSE
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Receive a

. | '. ’A .

; $100 GIFT CARD
J i for completing your

|! FREE 2-WEEK TRIAL!1
11 Choose from a widf zanWy of vendors mrlud.ng 

gas, restaurants, unhne and storefront 

retailers!

free

F FREE 1
SHOWER 1 

DOOR 
k UP TO A VALUE J

OF $2 500

UM ted

r,'^ SAVE UP TO
$1,500 OFF

newbathtub com/freedoor

A NEW BATH
( TODAY

I 
I

a new pair of Phonak 
Lumity hearing aids!2 
* t‘

Say goodbye to gutter

No leaking. No water damage

n iotaVisit otioii.com
or call

yHmhi’ t* IK jip 4
<1 4* u V

uMfGvVd hat boo>' 
Awarded th© Good 

Ho. isefc»ep«»g Seal 
of Approval lot 16 

straight year*.

Leaf guard

r. X I* #IWa»- M*. l.u
t VfltpR’o •-**^4/’ . M.P •

V«J GUt

■ .?/- > 1 ■■■. ■ > ’.'

with the highest-rated flooring company.* ■

Save with the Stars!
protected

•A *F'» *

Offer expires 11/30.

for every 
$1,000 spent

GOOD 
HOUSEKEEPING

1*0*
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'AAAA

Brighton’s Gray wins 2 titles at KLAA swim meet
557 and Hartland eighth with 305

KLAA B meet

SEC White meet

tram Sepfentw My&IJl HOOim s

Contact Bill Khan at wkhan@gan 
nett.com. Follow him on X @>BillKhan

Brighton's Devlin McGinnis moves the ball against Alex Marine of Troy Athens on Saturday during the MHSAA Division 1 
final at Grand Ledge. Troy Athens won, 2-1, in overtime. Matthew dae smith/lansing state journal

MemcnaDay labor Day 1000 am 

Aw MMM
wwwhrxnorfM9eorg

Troy Athens (20-3-2) got a goal from 
JD Hupman 2:59 into overtime that 
wound up being the winner.

“It was just a battle and when they 
got that tying goal it kind of took all of 
the wind out of our sails there at the 
end,” Brighton coach Mark Howell said. 
“We knew overtime was going to be an 
uphill battle to try to climb back into it 
just momentum wise and it kind of be­
ing our first trip here. We knew they

O • E MEDIA (NNNR)

Ava Goble had Pinckney’s best finish, 
placing second in the 100 breaststroke 
in L16.80. Goble was also fifth in the 50 
freestyle (26.54).

Jenna Vandezande was third in the 
100 backstroke (1:07.12) and fourth in 
the 200 freestyle (2:11.85) for the Pi­
rates, who placed fifth as a team.

Brighton 
turned

Freshman Anabelle Respondek be­
came Howell’s first state qualifier since 
Madison Zerona in 2017, winning the 50 
freestyle in 25.17 seconds and the 100 
freestyle in 55.13.

Respondek was also on the winning 
200 and 400 freestyle relay teams with 
Jade Russo, Olivia Fortner and Olivia 
Glenfield.

Glenfield won the 100 breaststroke in 
1:11.46 and took second in the 200 indi­
vidual medley in 2:19.00.

Russo had second-place finishes in 
the 100 butterfly (1:06.31) and 200 free­
style (2:16.07).

Penny Nick was third in the 500 free­
style (6:10.31), while Fortner had fourth-

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

RESERVE 
YOUR 
SPOT 

TODAY!

59.33 seconds and joining Bissett, Bodyl 
and Sventickas on the 200 medley relay 
team (L49.42).

Bodyl had a second-place finish in 
the 200 individual medley in 2:09.64 
and Millie Hayosh took second in the 
500 freestyle in 5:16.62 for Brighton's 
next-highest finishes.

Placing third for Brighton were 
Hayosh in the 200 freestyle (2:00.09), 
Bissett in the 50 freestyle (24.54) and 
Bodyl in the 100 breaststroke (107.08).

Bissett was fourth (1:00.72) and Ava 
Hasson fifth (10109) in the 100 back­
stroke.

Hartland’s best finishes were a sixth 
by Sehee Kim in the 200 individual 
medley (2:19.78) and a seventh by diver 
Morgan Wehner (309.65 points).

Northville won the eight-team meet 
with 929 points. Brighton was fifth with

place finishes in the 50 freestyle (27.02) 
and 100 freestyle (59.00) for the High­
landers.

Howell won the eight-team meet 
with 884 points. The KLAA holds sep­
arate meets for the top eight and bottom 
eight teams from the regular season.

nament run.
McGinnis also took away plenty from 

the experience surd hopes it can lead to a 
bright future for Brighton.

“(This run was) just an inspiration to 
the community and to the team," 
McGinnis said. “I hope that it lights a 
spark for more to come."

Contact Brian Calloway at bcallo- 
way@lsj.com. Follow him on X @brian_ 
calloway.

Grace Gray of Brighton had a hand in 
the only two first-place finishes by Liv­
ingston County competitors in the 
KLAA girls swimming and diving cham­
pionships Saturday at Brighton.

Gray won the 200-yard freestyle in 1 
minute, 55.53 seconds, beating Canton 
freshman Mina Kennedy by 2.02 sec­
onds.

She was also on the Bulldogs’ win­
ning 400 freestyle team with Ava Sven­
tickas, Ola Bodyl and Sage Bissett. That 
team was second in prelims with a time 
of 3:40.17 before dropping down to 
3:36.01 in the finals.

Gray took third in her other two 
swims, finishing the 100 butterfly in

41415 W Nine Mile Rd • Novi. Ml 48375
248 349 0565

GRAND LEDGE — Devlin McGinnis 
knows the expectations externally 
weren’t for the Brighton boys soccer 
team to find itself where it was Saturday 
evening and playing for a Division 1 
state title at Grand Ledge High School.

But based on what McGinnis saw in 
the preseason, he believed the Bulldogs 
had the potential.

"We had a lot of new kids come in and 
it really just propelled us forward,” 
McGinnis stud. “We started winning 
games and then every started being like 
oh crap, there’s Brighton.”

Brighton made its mark this fall, 
reaching the state championship game 
for the second time in school history 
and first since 1998.

And although the Bulldogs came up 
short with a 2-1 overtime loss to Troy 
Athens, the ride this season has been 
one to remember.

“Nobody believed in us besides this 
circle over here and the fans in the 
bleachers over there,” McGinnis said. 
"Just to see us come this far and drive 
this much as a team is just amazing.”

Brighton (19-4-2) came close to 
claiming its first state championship in 
program history and becoming the first 
Livingston County boys soccer team to 
capture a state title.

The Bulldogs broke a scoreless tie 
when Colin Robertson scored with 9:02 
remaining in regulation. That lead van­
ished with 1:56 left in regulation on a 
goal Brody Fahnestock that helped force 
overtime.

have a lot of experience returning to the 
big stage. It just didn’t fall the way we 
wanted it to.”

Howell called Saturday’s experience 
huge for his program, especially since 
the Bulldogs return a lot of talent like 
McGinnis.

He said the core, which gave Brighton 
its first district title since 2018, learned 
what it takes to play on the biggest stage 
and what it takes to make a deep tour-

Brian Calloway
Livingston Daily 

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HOLY SPIRIT ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

wwwhsmc net
at the cornet ot Winans lake & Musch Rd j 

810-231-9199
Ff John Rocus. Pastor

Weekend Liturgies Saturday 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday MO 8 114)0 ajn.

'’Mase eat tu Shroud of Turtn Dtsotey and 8ot* 8 Gdt Shop

Brighton's Grace Gray won the 200-yard freestyle at the KLAA championships.
TIMOTHY ARRICK/FOR THE LIVINGSTON DAILY

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOUC CHURCH 

133 Orchard Dr., Northville

WEEKEND HTURGCS Saturday 5 00 p n» 
Sunday, 7:30,9 30 am., 11:30 a. m i 

Church 349 2621. School 349 3810 >
Reiigloue Education 349 2559 

Rev Denis Theroux, Pastor ‘

Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Divine Sendee on Sundayi at 10am 
Sunday School & Adult Bible Ctes# 8 45am

Rev Thomas Schroeder welsnovK&aol com

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 
10774 Nine Mile Road 

Rev. M. Lee Taylor • 449-2582

Sunday School, 945 a.m. 

Worship. 11:00 a.m. &(i00pjn. 
Wednesday Evening, 7100 p.m

,(248)348-1144
l hlmPfi 777 West 8 Mlle Road 
c f iB Mite and Tart Roadi

Morale, Mtehtgan^

away in OT 
in Div. 1 
final

Community

SOUTH LYON WHITMORE LAKE

To be included here or to make changes 
please contact mwsales@localiq.com

Church of the Holy Spirit 
3700 Harvey Lake Rd, Highland 

Saturday Mass 5PM, 
Sunday Mass 9 & 11AM 
2488878384 I HolySpIrlfHlghland com 

The Holy Spirit la Here - Come Home 

______ All ore Welcome!______

A

[ BRIGHTON HIGHLAND NOVI

mailto:bcallo-way@lsj.com
mailto:bcallo-way@lsj.com
mailto:wkhan@gan-nett.com
mailto:wkhan@gan-nett.com
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lassifieds TO ADVERTISE
Visit Our Website

classifieds.hometownlife.com

Professional Careers

Need to rent annew beginnings.all your needs.

APhhlMtNi
best deal for you

HOUSE?
Jobcase FIND THE BEST TALENT TODAY!

How to approach a business dinner
Metro Creative

JOBS jobcase

USA TODAY 
NETWORK

CASH4CARSIII 810-4915030 
We Buy Running & Non-Running Cors

ALL CASH PAID for Car*, Truck*. 
Equipment, Running or Not 

Fa*t Friendly Towing I
Call: 248-437-0094

To Advertise, visit our website: classifieds.hoinetownlife.com 
I Public Notices/Legals email htwlegals@hometownlife.com 
I Business & Services email servicedirectory@michigan.com 
I To post job openings, visit: hometownlife.com/jobs

Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a single click.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

Business lunches and dinners are 
great opportunities to make strong 
impressions.

Find what you 
want in 

CLASSIFIED!

steak restaurant would be uncouth. 
When hosting international guests, 
consider culture before selecting a 
restaurant.

A restaurant should be easy to 
access as well. Select one near pub­
lic transportation, if available, and 
make sure it is relatively close to the 
office.

hoi can lower inhibitions and cause 
a loose tongue.

Dress professionally for the oc­
casion, choosing formal business 
attire.

If you have any food allergies or 
avoid foods for particular reasons, 
alert the party host well in advance 
so that your needs can be addressed.

Find 
everything 
from local, 

knowledgeable 
professionals 

to unbelievable 
deals in the 
classified 
section.

Companies have various reasons 
to host business dinners. Some din­
ners may be in honor of employees’ 
accomplishments or in recognition of 
various milestones, while others may 
be hosted to reinforce relationships 
with clients.

According to the Gentleman’s Ga­
zette, which offers etiquette protocols 
and other tips, it often is customary 
for companies to include some sort of 
lunch or dinner as part of the employ­
ee onboarding process. Any business 
meal, whether it’s an informal lunch 
grabbed on the go or a formal, sit­
down dinner, can be a great opportu­
nity to make a good impression.

Business functions outside of the 
office or working environment re­
quire the same behavior one would 
display during working hours, so it’s 
best to approach the meal as an ex­
tension of the workday. The following 
are some additional guidelines when 
hosting or attending a business din­
ner. to make a good impression. While 

the atmosphere may be a little more 
relaxed than in the office, remember 
professionalism is key. Avoid any 
political or religious conversations 
and anything that can be construed 
as controversial. Maintain good 
eye contact and engage in conver­
sations. Be polite and take the lead 
from the host.

Avoid alcoholic beverages, unless 
they are offered. If you choose to im­
bibe, stick to only one drink, as alco-

Quality House Cleaning. 15+ years 
experience. Reliable, Dependable 
References. Brooke!517 >294 0596

The Host
Hosts should give careful con­

sideration to the restaurant before 
booking a reservation. It should be 
able to seat everyone comfortably 
and not be so loud that conversa­
tion is affected. Make a reservation 
well in advance. In addition, make 
sure a variety of foods are avail­
able to accommodate any dietary 
restrictions. Inviting a vegan to a

Immigration Paralegal (Novi, Ml) 
Handle large volume of document*, 
prepare legal documents & file 
appropriate paperwork w/ relevant 
governmental agencies. Multiple 
position* avail. Bachelor's degree In 
law or related field or the foreign 
equivalent & 2 yrs related legal exp. 
Will accept any suitable combination 
of edu, training, or exp. Resumes 
HR Dir, Roy Law International, PC 
39555 Orchard Hill Place, Suite 150, 
Novi, Ml 48375

Ryder System, Inc. seeks a Dota 
Analyst In Novi, Ml. Deliver a final 
business solution to the operation* 
team through a Power Bl experience 
Telecommuting is permitted. 25% 
domestic travel is required. Apply O 
www.iobpostlngtodoy .com #75703.

The Guests
This meal is an extension of the 

business relationship, and it’s wise

DAR ROOFING 
Coll Don: 517-376-2064

Transportation

Service
Engineering & IT

Organizers
General

Wheels

Autos Wanted

Get started at jobs.usatoday.com

Continue your search at 
jobs.usatoday.com

Cleaning & Maid 
Services

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Oept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported In the first day of publication. Detroit - Hometown Weekly shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

http://www.lobpostingtoday.com


Repair, Maintenance 
& Installation

X|1 GARAGE
II DOOR SERVICE

IT'S
A NO

BRAINER

Any New Garage Door

$200 OFF
Garage Door Opener Replacement

$100 OFF
For 7-foot standard doors

. SERVICING THE GREATER DETROIT METRO AREA

CALL TODAY! 248-864-5559
(MW

No Money Down!
•’Cannot be combined wrth other oners Restrictions apply Cell for Details. Based on Approved Credit Expires 11/30/2023.

Servicing Garage Doors since 2007 
Senior, AAA, Military, and AARP discounts available

Trade in your Old
A/C Get $500.00

Trade in your Old
Furnace Get $500.00

Plus payments as low as $95/mo for High Efficiency Furnace & A/C System.

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

$59.95
Garage Door Spring Replacement

$75 OFF

powered by Jobcase4

Reach your
hiring goals
by going the distance!

Reach 1OOM+jobseekers across multiple r1 ’ .
platforms including Indeed®, Glassdoor®, 
and Ziprecruiter®.

Our marketing solutions are the difference 
you need to succeed.

Post your job listing today!
hirenow.hometownlife.com
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