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Milford police

officer resigns
amid alcohol
investigation

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

MILFORD — Kevin Knauss retired
from the Milford Police Department in
October amidst an investigation into
his alcohol use while working Oct. 3,
but details about what transpired that
day are scant because officials won't
provide reports or other information.

Knauss, a lieutenant and 2l1-year
veteran of the department, responded
to a death investigation under the in-
fluence of alcohol, village officials ad-
mit, and later was placed on adminis-
trative leave before he resigned.

A Detroit TV station sought reports
and other information from the police
department about the incident and
that request was denied. On Nov. 20,
the Milford Village Council unani-
mously agreed to deny an appeal by
WXYZ. The decision also nullified a
FOIA request made by Hometown Life
regarding the Oct. 3 incident.

On Nov. 21, village attorney Jennifer
Elowsky did provide some additional
information requested by Hometown
Life, writing in an email, “Kevin
Knauss was not charged with DUI or
any type of criminal charges from his

action on October 3, 2023, as his BA(

| addressed the

FOIA dppeal and read aloud hum
what was labeled a statement of fact.
He said that on Oct. 3, several Milford
Police officers responded to a death in-
vestigation in Milford Township and
Knauss “was called in from an on-call
service.”

“Lt. Knauss was suspected of being
under the influence of alcohol and offi-
cers on scene followed protocol to ad-
dress that situation,” Aubry said. “Po-
lice Chief Scott Tarasiewicz immedi-
ately began an internal investigation
and removed Lt. Knauss from the
death investigation scene and trans-
ported him to the Milford Police De-
partment. Lt. Knauss was immediate-
ly relieved of active duty and placed on
administrative leave. The department
vehicle was left with the Milford Police
Department and Lt. Knauss’guns were
immediately surrendered and deposit-
ed in the armory.”

See OFFICER, Page 4A
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Meet the 2023 Hometown Life
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Reece Noble gives Beverly Dahl a small pumpkin latte with whipped cream at the Starbucks mslde Busch's Market in

South Lyon. PHOTOS BY SUSAN BROMLEY
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South Lyon pumped up for

new Star

Reece Noble makes a coffee drink at
the new Starbucks inside Busch's
Market in South Lyon.

buuhn al

Susan Bromley
Hometow

SA TODAY NETWORK - MICH

SOUTH LYON — Just in case you're a
little sleep-deprived while picking up
groceries — now you can get a jolt of caf
feine while shopping at Busch's Fresh
Food Market, 22385 Pontiac Trail

A full-service Starbucks counter
c)p(-nwl Nov. 13 at Busc h S -lll'! a \h‘,u‘\
stream of custome \ready fue
ing up the next day, including Beverly
Dahl, who smiled as she picked up a
small pumpkin latte — with whipped
cream, of course

“I always ask for whipped cream,
Dahl said. “I usually get my coffee from
the Starbucks at the Kroger at 10 Mile
This is much closer. I'm excited about
| #ad

The new Starbucks, part of a remod
eling at the South Lyon store, is the sev
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enth 1nsiade a BuU Fresh Food Ma
Ket. Busch s Starl KS eclalist Adan
Jezewski sald

This is the n ted I ve eve
3een a community about getting a Star
bucks,” he said

Jezewsk sald Busch started the
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the Nov. 13 grand r f the Sout!
Lvon Starbucks AW a ( ‘uuil" hundred
customers at the counter ordering bev
erages, and/or the breakfast and lunch

sandwiches and wraps that are also of
fered

The Busch's
menu that is identical tc

offers a full
standalone lo

Starbucks

has the brand-only

cations and also

See STARBUCKS, Page 4A

Owners of Corsi’s Restaurant in
Livonia ready to sell after 65 years

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — If the walls at Corsi's
Restaurant and Banquet Center could
talk, they'd have decades of stories to
tell.

The restaurant at 27910 Seven Mile
Road turns 65 this year. It's seen

CONTACT US: Call 866-887-2737
Notices; 2) Retail Advertising; 3) Billin
Delivery Issues; 4) leave message for

Press 1) for Clas

countless weddings, parties and pizza
dinners, drawing multiple generations
of diners

“It's a very good feeling of tradition,
said Penny Corsi, one of the restaurant’s
four co-owners. “There's third genera
tion people coming in here now and we
of course, love that

Penny Corsi's in-laws, Rocco and
Adelia Corsi upo-nr.‘l the restaurant in

fied, Deatl
iption, Back Copie
end press

g, Subscr
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releases, calendar items to LIV-OENewstip@hometownlife.cor

1958. The couple emigrated from Italy in
1952 and knew their fellow Italians had
seen saw success in the restaurant in

dustry. They set up shop in a small place
at the comer of Eight Mile and Inkster
roads serving up carryout pizzas, com

plete with sauce just like Rocco (

yther made t

See CORSI'S, Page S5A
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CEO attributes bd’s Mongolian Grill
closure in Novi to several reasons

Susan Bromley

SA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

NOVI — The BD’s Mongolian Grill on
Main Street has closed its doors for
good.

Company leader Gregg Majewski,
who granted a rare interview regarding
a restaurant closure, said its demise is
the result of a multitude of troubling
factors, both hyper-local and statewide.

Majewski, CEO of Craveworthy
Brands, initially cited the end of a lease
early next year and the pandemic for the
closure of the restaurant at 43155 Main
St

“We never fully recovered in that lo-
cation from COVID, and we decided it
was better to consolidate operations in-
stead of renewing our lease and strug-
gling in a location that wasn’t profit-
able,” Majewski said.

He went on to say Michigan'’s recov-
ery for restaurants was “much different”
than the 26 other states where Crave-
worthy operates ll restaurant chains, in-
cluding BD’s Mongolian Grill, which of-
fers a “create your own stir fry” concept.

Majewski, who founded Cravewor-
thy in 2022 and previously was CEO of
Jimmy John's, cited state policies that
prevented earlier opening of restau-
rants, which in turn allowed customer
“tendencies and traffic patterns to
change over time,” resulting in a slow re-
turn to business.

“More restaurants are closing in
Michigan than anywhere,” Majewski
said.

But, he added, the problems go much
deeper than COVID and he suggested
many more restaurants will close in an
economy that is good for upper-class
diners, but not for the middle class or
those living paycheck to paycheck who
are now cooking more at home as prices
rise.

Majewski acknowledged BD’s Mon-
golian Grill in Novi faced some unique
issues, as well.

Whitmer
dates for

Clara Hendrickson and Arpan Lobo
Lansing State Journal
JSA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

On Wednesday, Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer called for special elections to
fill two seats in the Michigan House of
Representatives vacated by Democratic
lawmakers after the pair left Lansing to
serve as mayors of Warren and West-
land

Primaries will take place on Jan. 30,
2024, and the general election on April
16, 2024, Whitmer announced in a letter
sent to Secretary of State Jocelyn Ben-
son. Candidates have until 4 p.m. on
Monday, Nov. 27, to file affidavits an-
nouncing their intentions to run in the
special elections.

Former state Reps. Lori Stone, D-
Warren, and Kevin Coleman, D-West-
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bd's Mongollan Grill, 43155 Main St. in Novi, has permanently closed, wlth
multiple factors playing a role according to the company’s CEO. SUSAN BROMLEY

The restaurant, established on Main
Street in the late 1990s enjoyed popular-
ity more because of its brand name, Ma-
jewski said, than its location, in a
“downtown” that city officials have
sought to help, but which continues to
look like a ghost town.

Joseph Rashed, manager and former
owner of Alexandria’'s Mediterranean
Cuisine, expressed sadness over the
closing of BD’'s Mongolian Grill, next
door to his own restaurant, which was
empty on a recent Tuesday evening.

He and Mimi Barakat, now owner of
Alexandria’s, say they need traffic and
more restaurants in the downtown in

order to succeed.

Rashed speculated diners are, per-
haps, going to nicer, more visible areas
in the city, like Fountain Walk.

“Stores closed because of COVID and
high rent,” he said. “They need to re-
open. We plan to stay for now, but it's
really sad.”

BD’s Mongolian Grill is just the latest
restaurant closure in a downtown that
has very few restaurants or retail shops
open. BiBimBab, a Korean restaurant, is
dark, with a sign showing the doors to
the award-winning eatery closed at the
end of May after 20 years. Diners are di-
rected to Oishi, a Japanese restaurant in

the downtown, which has limited lunch
and dinner hours.

Other storefronts also are empty
downtown: Michigan Beer Company
closed in the wake of the pandemic,
with a now-curling sign on the empty
building’s window declaring the former
owners thought it better not to renew
their lease after five years.

Juliana Fradlis, owner of IMA Sports,
is one of the few tenants downtown.

“If it wasn't for us, we'd be a dead
building,” she said, gesturing toward
both the empty Korean restaurant, as
well as a space directly across from her
that was formerly occupied as the Lazy
Lizard Cantina, but which she said has
been empty for more than eight years.
“Restaurants are not doing good after
COVID. You'd think it was back to nor-
mal now, but it’s not. People would rath-
er go to West Oaks and the mall... I hope
this building stays alive.”

Majewski holds little hope, saying
the fire station on Grand River obstructs
the view of the downtown and to turn
things around, city officials would have
togive tax incentives to businesses until
traffic increases.

“No one in their right mind should
put any restaurant there,” Majewski
said. “Parking is an issue and it's not a
vibrant downtown.”

He adds that it pained him to leave
after the location was remodeled and
had seen long-term success. Despite
closures of other BD’s Mongolian Grills
in Ann Arbor and Royal Oak, Majewski
said the eatery’s concept is still popular
and is being streamlined toward a trend
of smaller restaurant spaces.

Majewski has no plans to put another
of the restaurants in Novi. Instead, he
extended his thanks to longtime cus-
tomers and directed them to BD’s Mon-
golian Grills in Dearborn, Sterling
Heights or Canton, the latter of which
has seen a 50% increase in business
since the Novi BD's closed.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

announces special election
open Mlchlgan House seats

land, were both recently )
their city’s mayors. Their new roles tem-
porarily end Democrats’ majority in the
state House with 54 Democratic law-
makers and 54 GOP lawmakers left
serving.

“The Michigan Legislature had one of
the most productive sessions in Michi-
gan history thanks to Michiganders who
elected leaders, like state representa
tives Coleman and Stone, to get things
done on the issues that make a real dif-
ference in people’s lives,” Whitmer said
in a news release. “As we look ahead to
2024, these special elections will ensure
that Michiganders in the 13th and 25th
districts have representation in Lansing
working for them as soon as possible. I
look forward to working with the next
representatives from these districts
when voters elect them in the new year.”

ledve behmd sufely Democrutl( dl\tl’lt.ts
— Coleman won his district with 63% of
the vote while Stone won her district
with 67% of the vote in the 2022 mid-
term election.

“I feel very confident that we'll be
back to full strength after the special
elections in our caucus,” House Speaker
Joe Tate, D-Detroit, told the Free Press.
Even with an even 54-54 partisan split,
Democrats still maintain control of the
gavel and legislative committees under
House rules.

House Minority Leader Matt Hall, R-
Richland Township, had floated the idea
of a shared-power agreement between
the parties in the House, but Tate made
it clear that won'’t be the case.

“We're not in shared power. Demo-
crats still control the gavel,” Tate said

yuse adopted
early adjournment resolutlun Still, lt s
unclear what measures will be able to
pass the chamber once it returns in Jan-
uary, since all bills will have to have bi-
partisan support to pass.

Under Michigan election law, it's up
to the governor to decide the timing for a
special election. After the primary, a
special general election will be held to
determine who will serve as Coleman
and Stone’s replacements in Lansing for
the remainder of their terms expiring at
the end of 2024.

Editor’s note: This story has been cor-
rected to reflect that the special election
primary date is Jan. 30, 2024.

Contact Clara Hendrickson at chen-
drickson@freepress.com or 313-296-
5743. Follow her on X, previously called
Twitter, @clarajanehen.

Northville Twp. police to host parent
forum on social media, cellphones

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE TWP. — Parents of
tweens and teens are looking for ex-
pert advice when it comes to keeping
kids safe from cyberbullying, sexting,
online enticement and related issues.

That's the word from Northville
Township School Resource Officer Mi
chael Brown, one of several presenters
who will speak at an educational fo
rum titled “The Dangers of Social
Media: Partners in Your Safety with
Northville Township Police Depart
ment.”

The event takes place 6-8 p.m
Tuesday, Nov. 28, at Northville High
School Auditorium, 45700 Six Mile
Road

“This is something parents have
been requesting,” Brown said. “We'll
look at current trends, current social
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media apps, current ways kids are using
their phones. If you have an interest in
learning how to keep your kid safe (on
line), I would encourage you to come
We expect a high turnout of parents.”

Topics will include online entice
ment, cyberbullying, sexting, phishing
scams, social media applications and
uses, online threats and parental in
volvement.

During the event, parents and care

givers will have the opportunity to meet
the township police department’'s em-
bedded social worker, school resource
officers, detective who specializes in in-
ternet crimes involving children, com-
munity service officer and Max, the
therapy dog.

Brown said parents can expect a for-
mal presentation and plenty of time for
questions.

“It's going to be a conversation,” he
said. “I know parents will have other
questions that pertain to things like
cellphones and school threats. Any par-
ent who has plans on providing their kid
with a phone at some point, this is an
educational piece for them.

“Whether they are in district or not, 1
urge parents to come if they have an in-
terest in learning more about internet
safety, social media safety, maybe some
of the crime trends Northville Township
is seeing, how we investigate those and
measures we use to keep our kids safe.”
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Northville Twp. Fire creates deputy
chief position, hires 5 firefighters

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK ~ MICHIGAN

NORTHVILLE TWP. — In a hiring en
vironment where fire departments are
among the many employers struggling
to fill the ranks, Chief Brent Siegel says
his department is now fully staffed.

The department recently hired five
experienced firefighters including
Northville Township's first two fulltime
female firefighters — and also created a
new deputy chief position.

Tom Hughes, Northville Township
Fire Department’s current fire marshal
and a19-year veteran of the department,
was recently named to the deputy chief
position. He'll step into the role Jan. 1.

Hughes’ vacated fire marshal role will
also likely be filled from within, Siegel
said. The individual who fills that posi-
tion will also begin Jan. L.

‘He models every
single thing we look for’

Siegel said several factors led to the
creation of the new deputy chief posi-
tion, which is salaried at $128,000 plus
benefits.

“We have a lot of initiatives and pro-
grams that we'd like to develop in terms
of depth and breadth,” Siegel said, not-
ing the department previously had a
deputy chief but eliminated the position
in 2006. “To effectively achieve our or-
ganizational goals we felt that position
was needed.”

A clearly established second-in-
command was also needed in the grow-
ing department, Siegel added. The new
deputy chief will also assist with suc-
cession planning, fire prevention and
other community risk reduction efforts.

“Tom (Hughes) built our community
risk reduction program from the ground
up,” Siegel said. “He is extremely profes-
sional and does everything to an ex-
tremely high level. He models every sin-
gle thing we look for as a firefighter and
as a formal leader in our organization.
He really has the complete package of
education, experience and professional
certifications to be very successful and
hit the ground running in the new posi-
tion.”

Hughes grew up in Northville, earned
a bachelor's degree in public safety
studies from Siena Heights

University St ]
lu.;n;'\ studies
and 18

working on! t 11vel
sity of lllinois Urbana Champaign.

He joined the Northville Township
Fire Department in 2004, was promoted
to fire inspector in 2012 and then to fire
marshal in 2017.

“Serving the township with this in-
credible team has truly been an honor,
and I look forward to supporting the
men and women of our team in a new
role,” Hughes said.
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Firefighter Aidan Gawura, Firefighter Jacqueline Przytulski, Fire Chief Br
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ent Siegel, Firefighter Lacey Marcotte, Firefighter
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Jeremy Dochenetz and Firefighter Robert Casamatta pose for a photo after a ceremony at Northville Township Hall.
COURTESY NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP

Tom Hughes is Northville Township's
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new deputy

thville

Five new-to-No
firefighters join the ranks

The department also hired five new
firefighters to fill four vacancies created
by recent retirements, as well as the an-
ticipated vacancy created when when
the fire marshal role is filled.

Of those, two are the first fulltime
female firefighters to wear the North
ville Township uniform.

“The importance of females in the
fire service is tremendous,” Siegel said.
“They have a ton to offer. It's super im
portant to add diversity to our work
place and the two female candidates we
just hired already have an established
reputation in southeast Michigan. They
have a phenomenal resumes and work
histories and reputations. I think they’ll
add exactly what we're looking for

In 2022, the department hired seven
new firefighters. The five recruits for
2023, along with their hometowns and
former employers, include

e Robert Casamatta, Fowlerville (for
merly Garden City Fire Department)

e Jeremy Dochenetz, Livonia (for

thority)

e Aidan Gawura, Pinckney (formerly
Bloomfield Township Fire Department)

That we've been able to recruit top
talent in today's hiring environment is
really remarkable,” Siegel said. “There’s
not a lot of new people going into the fire
service business. I think our depart
ment is really a destination depart

ment

Siegel said he attributes the “destina
tion” status to a high level of profession-
alism in the department, community
work that attracts people in the fire ser-
vice, a supportive community and sup
portive township leadership, as well as

excellent wages and benefits.’

The department, Siegel added, has
grown \ujlllﬁt antly over the years. The
addition of commercial .lr\n-l..pm( nts
increased trafhic and an aging p(lpnla
tior senior living facili
ties, have contributed to an increase in
call volume

According to a press release from
Northville Township, calls for service

. 10
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We never really had adequate staff
ing until recently to supp« yrt the call vol
Our staffing has fi
support our
call volume and the needs of the com
munity as well

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at
com or 248-22]-

ume,” Siegel said

nally bpeen set at a ieve to

lcolvin@hometownlife
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Farmington Hills gets resident input for land development plan

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON HILLS — Residents
are chiming in with ideas on how Far-
mington Hills should head into the fu-
ture.

City officials hope to come up with a
master plan that creates a “dynamic vi-
sion” that will shape development in the
city for years to come and as part of that
effort they have conducted multiple lis-
tening sessions. The latest session took
place Nov. 16 at The Hawk, 29995 12 Mile
Road, where numérous people offered
input.

“At this point, we're asking people
about all kinds of things and getting re-
actions from people,” said Charmaine
Kettler-Schmult, the city’s director of
planning and community development.
“Anything is fair game.”

Creating more active spaces

Kettler-Schmult said the city is look-
ing at Grand River Avenue, 12 Mile Road,
Northwestern Highway and the north-
ern portion of Orchard Lake Road as op-
portunities for “activity nodes,” or areas
with elements similar to a downtown -
such as attainable housing and public
art. But officials see the City of Farming-
ton as a downtown area for their resi
dents.

“We don’t have a downtown vision,”
Kettler-Schmult said. “What were look-

We want to hear from yoy;

Whllmsdomwnk“m“

ing at is the possibility of activity nodes,
which are not a downtown.but a hybrid.
It would have some of the elements of a
downtown without being a downtown.
Farmington Hills is not set up to have a
downtown, and we have a very close
connection with Farmington.”

Tricia Ahern, a resident who was in
spired to learn more about the master
planning process by the proposed rede
velopment of the shopping center
where Marvin's Marvelous Mechanical
Museum is located on Orchard Lake
Road, said she thinks the city could be
more pedestrian-friendly and benefit
from more restaurants

“I think we do really well with parks
and things like that,” she said. “We may
be need more walkability.

Residents Judy and Joe Derek, said
they’d like to see the city focus on pre
serving its remaining green space

“l don’'t want to see more develop

Fas you wisil the stallons at the open house, look for this sustainati
ws ideas that would enhance these concepts the ¢

As city
officials seek
public input on
plans, one
resident asked
the city to
crack down on
its deer
population.
SHELBY
TANKERSLEY/
HOMETOWN
LIFE.COM

B

ments,” said Joe Derek, the city’s former
naturalist. “Our green spaces are impor
tant. It's a lot different than when we

moved here 30 years ago

What comes next?

According to Kettler-Schmult, offi

cials and consultants will use resident
input submitted online and during lis-
tening sessions to create a draft plan
that will then go back to the public for
input for about two months. Kettler
Schmult said she expects the draft plan
to be completed in about a month

The final plan will need approval
from the city’s planning commission
and council, both of which also allow
public comment during meetings. Once
a plan is approved, the city may also
need to reevaluate its zoning laws.

People can still submit input online
by visiting the Master Plan Update tab
on the city’s website

Get the latest headlines for metro De-
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
734-311-0659
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Fuel up on Saroki’s Crispy Chicken &
Pizza at Lyon Township Shell station

Susan Bromley

)RK - MIC}

LYON TWP. — The newest Saroki’s
Crispy Chicken & Pizza franchise opens
Nov. 25, but before that stop in for free
samples before 5:30 p.m. Nov. 22 and
Nov. 24 at 20777 Pontiac Trail, inside
the Shell gas station.

Opening day is the same day as the
Michigan vs. Ohio State game, said
owner Matthew Abro, who is excited to
offer a new takeout option for fans of
both football and fresh food

We're very big on chicken. [t has a
little kick to it, but it's very, very good,”
Abro said. “We get nothing but compli
ments for our brick oven pizza, too — not
many people have that... The quality is
much better with a brick oven. Every
thing here is made from scratch, noth-
ing is frozen.”

A grand opening for the franchise is
planned for Dec. 13, with many prize
giveaways, including free pizza for a

Saroki's Crispy Chicken & Pizza is
opening inside the Shell gas station at
20777 Pontiac Trail in Lyon Township.
SUSAN BROMLEY

year and gas gift cards

Abro’s partnership with Shell station
owner Brent Jamil is a growing trend of
restaurants placed inside gas stations,
allowing customers to fuel up their vehi-
cles and themselves.

The convenience is a major draw for
customers as well as the business part

ners, Jamil said

“He had the skills, I had the location,”
said Jamil, who proposed a year ago that
Abro place a Saroki's inside the Lyon
Township Shell station he opened more
than two decades ago with a 4,200-
square-foot interior.

From 2005 to 2013, that space simul-
taneously held a Krispy Krunchy Chick-
en and Tubby's sub shop, but Jamil may
have been a little too far ahead of the
curve on the gas station restaurant con-
cept at that time.

“l don't think there was enough
around here to support the food busi
ness a decade ago,” Jamil said. “Now the
population has doubled in the last 10
years and a lot has been built. The cus-
tomers were asking for food.”

Jamil believes the addition of Saro-
ki's will make the Shell station a one-
stop shop for groceries, liquor, tobacco,
gas and ready-made food.

Saroki’'s does not have tables for cus-
tomers, but makes food fresh to order
and also has a hot case stocked with

Mother, son sentenced in KitchenAid thefts

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

FARMINGTON HILLS A mother
and son from Farmington Hills have
been sentenced in connection with the
theft of KitchenAid mixers from area
Target stores.

Lisa Roussey, 60, and Brian Roussey,
31, were sentenced by Judge Cheryl
Matthews, of the 6th Circuit Court in
Pontiac, on Nov. 21 and Oct. 18, respec-
tively. Lisa Roussey, who pleaded no
contest to three counts of organized re-
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Aubry said Knauss never returned to
work during the internal investigation
A ler t

)ct. 25, while still u nves

FOIA request to village officials on Oct
24, seeking “All memos, reports, and in-
vestigations related to an October 3,
2023 incident where a police officer was
suspected of being under the influence.”

Just under a week later, he was in
formed by Sabrina Mertes, MPD execu
tive assistant/records, that his request
would be granted as to “existing, non
exempt records” with an estimated
processing fee of $81.81

However, Jones said that in a Nov. 6
email, Elowsky wrote, “There simply are
no FOIA-eligible ‘'memos, reports, or in
vestigations related to an October 3,
2023, incident where a police officer
was suspected of being under the influ
ence.”

In correspondence to Tarasiewicz
dated Nov. 15 and included in the coun
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tail fraud, will spend three to 10 years in
prison. Her son, who pleaded guilty to
three counts of organized retail fraud,
will serve 128 days.

The two also will jointly pay $20,108
restitution to Target. Lisa Roussey is
serving a longer sentence due to a histo-
ry of theft-related crimes, the Michigan
Attorney General's Office said in a press
release.

According to prosecutors, the duo
began stealing KitchenAid mixers,
which cost as much as $500, from vari-
ous Target stores in metro Detroit in late
2020. The two would then sell the appli-

cil's Nov. 20 packet, Elowsky writes that
Jones was not denied access and reiter
ates the above about FOIA-eligible ma
terials not existing.

Elowsky noted there were multiple
police reports of Oct. 3 incidents, “but
they do not contain any reference to Mr
Jones' specific request (an officer bei
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Ina Nov. 12 email, Jones appealed the
FOIA request denial, writing in part, “It
should go without saying that the public
interest in understanding the behavior
of a police officer suspected of being un-
der the influence of alcohol or other sub
stances while on duty, driving a police
vehicle and carrying a firearm is over
whelming, as is the behavior of that offi
cer's colleagues and superiors in re
sponse

The village's denial blinds the public
from understanding the conduct, or
misconduct, of its own sworn officers
Even if police officers did not wield
enormous authority, shielding this in-
formation from public view would be
deeply problematic because it is the
public who pays the salaries of these
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ances on online resale platforms, such
as Facebook Marketplace. The scheme
continued through late 2022.

Target estimates the two stole
$20,000 in goods from stores.

“I would like to specifically thank
the efforts of those detectives and offi-
cers with the Farmington Hills Police
Department whose long hours and
hard work led to the arrest of the Rous-
seys,” Michigan Attorney General Da-
na Nessel said in a release.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
734-30-0659.

employees. But officers’ authority to ar-
rest, imprison and in extreme cases
even Kkill those they encounter makes
their conduct and the circumstances
surrounding their suspected or docu-
mented misconduct all the more critical
to understand.”

Elowsky explained to the council that

e law exempts from disciosure per
sonnel records of law enforcement
agencies, including internal investiga-
tion records.

Internal investigations are difficult,
employees are reluctant to give state-
ments about the actions of fellow em-
ployees — which you know, makes
sense,” she said. “Officers’ statements in
internal investigations that are subject
to public disclosure, officers might re-
fuse to give statements or may not be as
candid or forthcoming... Public disclo-
sure could be detriinental to some em
ployees in cases such as whistleblower
actions. Public records in regard to in-
ternal investigations could destroy or
severely diminish a police department’s
ability to effectively conduct such in-
vestigations.”

Council President Pro-tem Jim Ko-
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popular to-go items

Among the hit menu items are fried
chicken, chicken and fish sandwiches,
salads, wraps, subs, stromboli, and New
York-style pizza. Side dishes include
macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes
and gravy, coleslaw, biscuits, potato
wedges, and fried corn.

Saroki's, which first opened in Wix
om in 2011, has quickly gained in pop
ularity. The Lyon Township location is
one of 12 listed on the Saroki's website
as “coming soon,” joining nine already
open.

“We're trying to provide something
city has been needing for a long time,"
Jamil said. “We want to take care of our
South Lyon community.

Saroki's Crispy Chicken & Pizza,
20777 Pontiac Trail, is open 10 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday; 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays;
and 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sundays. Call 248-
617-47717.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

Starbucks

Continued from Page 1A

mugs and other Starbucks items. The
location takes rewards, accepts mobile
orders and encourages app use.

Staffed by Busch’s employees who
have been trained to make the drinks,
and who Jezewski calls a “strong, ca-
pable team,” the Starbucks inside
Busch’sis open 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. sev-
en days a week.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com or 5I7-
281-2412. Follow her on X @Susan-
BromleylO.

vach said he was struggling with deny
ing a FOIA request regarding a police in-
vestigation when internal investiga-
tions of other employee groups would
not be exempt.

“It would be uncomfortable and hard
to provide information against co-work
ers and could be detrimental, but these

group of responsibllities and certainly
there are times where I can see this be-
ing applicable, I'm just not sure I'm
comfortable with the reasons given that
it's applicable to deny the FOIA for these
statements.”

Aubry responded, “Part of the prob
lem is that then no other officer would
ever come forward ever again to say
anything.”

Elowsky told the council they had
three options: to uphold the denial, re
verse it and release all documents or do
a hybrid in which they could release rec
ords with redaction of certain pieces of
sensitive information.

The council chose to uphold the deni-
al of the Freedom of Information Act re-
quest completely.

Contact reporter Susan Bromley at
sbromley@hometownlife.com.

@HANDCRAFTERSMARKETS
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Corsi’s

Continued from Page 1A

“The pizza is still the original recipe
with the original sauce,” Penny Corsi
said. “Dean (Corsi) makes it and my fa
ther-in-law used to. It's the recipe my
father-in-law’s mother made in Italy
They're very, very fussy about the
sauce.”

The business expanded over the
years, eventually moving to the Seven
Mile location, where expansions for a
bar and banquet hall happened in the
1970s. Corsi's was the family’s whole
life.

The couple’s two sons, Louie and
Dean Corsi, even met their wives, Penny
and Karen Corsi, at the restaurant. The
Livonia Observer printed a special Val
entine’s Day story on the couples in
2010 that now sits framed at the restau
rant

Keeping a family tradition
of good food and good fun alive

People who've been going to Corsi's
for years know the menu hasn't changed
much over time. The family still makes
sauce and noodles from scratch. Ac-
cording to Penny Corsi, pizza is still the
most popular thing on the menu. The
restaurant also serves other Italian clas
sics like lasagna and cannoli.

She said the restaurant has been
blessed with great staff, but recipes re-
main within the family. Kids, cousins,
aunts and uncles from their family tree
have worked at the restaurant. Today,
Louie, Dean, Penny and Karen Corsi
own the place together.

“We always had our kids with us,
Penny Corsi said. “Louie and I have two
daughters, and when they were small
they would come here with us. Back in
the ‘80s we were really big with ban-
quets and were kind of a hot spot for
that. Our girls would set up the parties
with us and fold the napkins. That's
how they earned money for their first
two-wheeler bikes.”

Even when things got difficult, the
family never forgot who they were
working for.

“It can be very stressful working with
family, but my mother-in-law kind of in-
stilled in all of us that family comes
first,” Corsi 3aid. “Sometimes you have
to let things go because your family is

»
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Penny Corsi. PHOTO

important.”
Getting ready to say goodbye

These days, the four Corsis who owr
the restaurant are ready to retire; and
their business, as well as their building
have been for sale for several years. Pen
ny Corsi said pandemic-related strug
gles made the decision to sell easy.

In recent years, the business has cut
back on parties and weddings, mostly
sticking with showers and funeral lun-
cheons on the bar side. She joked that
they're all getting too old for Corsi's to be
the party hotbed — “Joe” the bartender
was, according to the family, a local ce
lebrity — it once was

“We sent the kids to college so they
would never have to do this,” she said.
“It's a very hard life, also. When my chil
dren were little, my husband would nev
er get to see them

The owners are open to sell their
business or just their building. But the
secrets to those family recipes?

“That’'s negotiable,” Corsi said as she
laughed.

Get the latest headlines for metro De
troit every morning in your mailbox by
signing up for our daily briefings news
letter.

The current Corsi family management team at Corsi's Restaurant and Banquet
Center in Livonia includes, back, Dean and Karen Corsi, and front, Louie and
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An old sign for Corsi’'s Restaurant in
Livonia.

Rocco and Adelia Corsi, who founded Corsi's Restaurant in 1958,
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It can be very stressful working with family, but my mother-in-law

kind of instilled in all of us that family comes first. Sometimes you
10 because

nave to iet thing

our family is important.”

Penny Corsi

STYLISH SENIOR LIVING AT
Fox Run

No matter your budget r

» P

rie Brighton

or style, you'll find the

perfect, maintenance-free
apartment home at Novi’s
premier community.

See MORE of our stunning :

floor plans!

Call 1-877-211-9301 for
your free brochure, or
visit FoxRunNovi.com.

Jum—
L—
J—

Fox Run

BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING*

Novi
FoxRunNovi.com

LY

M R L S

12

[Bath|

\'
| > [
N\
o I N
Living Area -
12'3" x 17'9"
Bedroom
'4" x 13'0"
—— - | | e—
Walk-in £
o Closet
1 T —————
| ( | DW
— | '
Kitcher
x 81"
L
" ‘,}v

T ENE I e A VTR RO e G AL R IS R




6A { AY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023 | O & E MEDIA

FIND THE WORDS All over Australia NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
tated at righ YRIVERSTALLSNOW s o o8 o
O I L ey SOPSIDNOBLLELWY Aoy s shophard. o o 1 dNIERT : 3 i
ore than once. Ring each word as ULTRAI NEDEEDANR) 9 Be 61 Put through pace 10 Minor, quite possibly 38 "Aint gonna happer
Yompieteciina puenia theresiibe B ARCGL |IASNCSEAB 15 It botwoen Atlania 62 Explot 11 Tower with the power 39 Playground spot »
s eiternative thome of theipuzzl NLDEEFGOGAORALK and Chatanooga ik Sseax
Z Place for polie 8 bleach bottles
WTREBLEURAAAUER > NadIe ey 4 il i el
Adelaids Rare el 17 Wafing 1 Compagr 14 Allows 42 Buck
Ag a o Rive Teh AADALS YS OO CEMT 3 A : , A ; 1
o B & o Trip S 16 Pizza's partner Bvquente 20 ] 43 yndu neselt
A TR R T RYCAFTRAEBETUDNTNYYIMN s AT 2'Baaconeler 21 Sit by A iellacommodation
oauty Echuca Mo Ryde  Wate PRXUTEC IO TYTT SETH Alone enclosure 28 Emulate Ken Jennings 45 Minimal minerals
B (i I use Shsh oy e EEOSHRIDERYRREF 19 Stop order 3 Chicago's Siskel Fim 27 Japanese letlers on 47 Buck
Bondl  Feed Perth  Shte Whales S RRNESET ITEREPO IS 21 Word from the Greek Center, for instance Nmes Square's first S0 Polygonal, by definition
Bu Ferr Port Snow Yass 4 £ o alibc ' distinc
W M Deegin st NTWTIAEPI I I OSPYV for ‘century $20235gper 8oy e o) agreygigaoctve
Clties  Hike Prawn  Steps LOSTHRYKMNMEEHDBEYD 22 Oneume Pringles performer 29 Iis hbrary holds about style
Cosch Kimda Ramp  Town Light ingredient 5 Venue for vaulls 40K genealogies 54 Flashcard-style
TODAY'S ANSWER TEUCLAEBWMSTEPS 23 Cry for atiention 6 1920's __-Ethioplan 31 National Gratitude Mo. 55 Proton donor, in
oppueaasojAlusy WATEROAMORAWALA 24:Predominaits Treaty 34 Raises. likewise chemstry
26 Shuftered shooter 7 Publicity pleces without its first and 58 “Her __ sae bright,
27 Intuition, $o 10 speak 8 Nellie Bly third letier like stars at night

30 He wrole Marerialism

PUZZLRES & POSERS w Omvls | LS, Xt i o
e (W (DTN £] 3 4 |5 6 [7 |8 9 [10 [11 [12 [13 [1a

and Empiro-cniticism 15 i6
ERROR / oy - -
N " 32 Literature Nobelist 5
MRANGE T"‘E / o 0 \ \ 2 3 years after GBS r
NUMBERS 1 THRU 7 ol 6\ $ ( > e A d 33 Designate
THREE TIMES L /,/ o 4 A "\ 35 Healer's handie 24
AROUND THE  / // / @ e @ \ \ o 36 South Island stuffed
/ /R - P \
EQUILATERAL , / / Nl - (G) 4 \> \ souvenir -y
TRIANGLE . /‘/ A_f < 3 o\\_\ it /O 55 = :
OF T | W e WS odies of bees
musT ToTAL 32 AD 0O)8|0|O|C )| @O (7} 43 What kol can consume
EACH SPIRALING TRAIL | | | | ! 46 Hard hats’ wet
MUST CONTAIN EACH | | —— * e ,
NUMBER 1 THRU 7 “ ‘ L RS-y 2 48 Certain Pillar tulfiller EO
ELEVEN NUMBERS HAVE | | S g
ALREADY BEEN PLACED. P 9 .
AR e U i - B 50 Takeoft 6 57 158
52 It's not Impossible
53 Like dictionanes 8 60
SUDOKU | CREATORS 6 > 311 e g e, - 62
aid
:L\'stzr: \:\:mbers l‘-)? ul::1 :aacnhdb;;)(a 4 5 9 §7 Course heading CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2023 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 11/25/23
ry row,
box containing the digits just
once. Difficulty level ranges from TODAY'S
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 8 3 2 4 6 ANSWER i)
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE 2 4 3 7 r; <1:9 §g ?‘X :’I_ gT;Iys[au.l
TODAY'S ANSWER " 3/1dlv/olviviilla/o/d
>T2 T2 (1 8VIT[TAS| I [MA|V]|
ARHARH G [ s At SR AR BA Y ol 0 a0
S } (4 i . .
s(al1[vlelzlE®]L 715 8 4 \"> 4 |violo/Alaln|u/H(S
AN ORERGLE ad s jowllo/olcllie v 1 Il3/s])
4 JLIRRE 7 3 91411 \ N I[NT]T olmsng{
FLL'-*‘-‘-"""B Hivialvadjid 1 /SIlLINNHE
7138 9 B e
9|1S|v|I|[C|E]B|L|6 Tela
S[1|S/dIdEEH|)
. L Z 8 6 g 9 | { $ 5 8 2 4 NOLLMIOS o'lsav}ars yl
tje]6]e|v]|8]CT|S]9 AS(1HLVERLS

Reach your
hiring goals

by going the distance!

Reach 100M+ jobseekers
across multiple platforms
including Indeed®,
Glassdoor®, and
Ziprecruiter®.

Step Wlth Confidence. ‘ Our marketing solutions

are the difference you
need to succeed.

At Trinity Health, your every . powered by JObcase‘

day movement matters. Our
orthopedic experts want to
help you to move with

confidence and nat hold back POSt yOUI' JOb

because of joint pain. Whether : ’ IIStl ng today|
you're walking up a flight of . . .
stairs, dancing, or playing hirenow.hometownlife.com

pickleball, you deserve to trust

your joints and be free from L

pain. Trinity Health orthopedic ‘( r

experts are here to get you Trinity Health

back to doing what you love ORTHOPEDICS
Ne Nith us at

TrinityHealthMi.org/confident Ve S

USA TODAY
NETWORK

¥ LocaliQ | @

7 7=




(.

4OME T¢(

JWNLIFE.COM

MRER _ 7A

Give the gift of a Michigan experience

Mike Ellis
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

You may never pick the right stuff for
some people, so put down the Amazon
app and dodge the malls this year with
this guide to giving uniquely Michigan
experiences as gifts.

Experiences tend to make people
happier than material things, according
to research by Amit Kumar, a University
of Texas assistant professor.

So if years of research is telling us to
skip the tie and earrings in place of a fun
trip, all that'’s left is booking the perfect
experience.

The best part?

You don't have to wrap anything.
Print out the confirmation email and put
it in a nice envelope if you're into that
kind of thing. Or just send them a text
and a link and, if you're invited, remem
ber to show up for the fun.

Catch a game in-person with the
“they’re-actually-winning” Lions (join
the waitlist for 2024 tickets here) or
their major-league peers, the Tigers
(season tickets starting at $1,620), Red
Wings ($98 for a New Year's Eve ticket
against the Boston Bruins) and Pistons
(lower bowl season membership starts
at $35 per game).

Those are all in Detroit, but there are
plenty of other teams, leagues and even
sports across the state to see. In addi-
tion to an active college sports scene,
Michigan has about 50 professional or
semi-pro teams, including minor league
baseball, basketball, soccer and roller
hockey teams.

Stick around the Lansing area and
take in a Lansing Lugnuts game from
the high A-affiliate of the Oakland Ath-
letics (get a six-game, all-you-can-eat
set of box seats for $384) or be an early
supporter of the football club Lansing
Common (season tickets start at $80).
Lansing Roller Derby helps to host a
statewide championship in October.
Check back for 2024 information.

Visit Mackinac Island, go for the
fudge and a stroll in the most carless
part of a car-loving state, stay at the
renovated The Inn at Stonecliffe, a 1904
Edwardian estate, or The Grand Hotel
(room rates start at $313 a night in May).
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Fans pour into Ford Field before the first regular 2022 season game in the

then-new facility for the Detroit Lions.

Look into off-island lodging or plan an
offseason spring or fall trip to save mon
ey. The island features a state park,
which was once the nation's second na
tional park behind only Yellowstone
Don’t forget to take full advantage of a
dozen fudge shops that all offer free
samples, according to the island’s tour
ism bureau.

Celebrate spring and gardens with
a Michigan green thumb and a visit to a
botanical garden. Three of Michigan's
finest public gardens each have beauti
ful sights indoors and will explode in
color after the winter. In Grand Rapids,
the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculp-
ture Park has a contemporary tree
sculpture exhibit with work from Emilie
Brzezinski, Nick Cave, Kim Cridler, Ai
Weiwei and more. University of Michi-
gan's Matthaei Botanical Gardens has
an indoor conservatory with plants
from around the world. And Oudolf Gar
den Detroit is far smaller, with a stun
ning urban garden, located on Belle Isle
in Detroit, near the Belle Isle Aquarium,
one of the nation’s oldest aquariums.
The Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conserva-
tory, also on the island, is being renovat
ed and is expected to open by summer.

Dig into Michigan’'s agriculture
heritage. The state features a wider va
riety of crops than any state except for
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California, according to the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development. From pumpkins and
Christmas trees (the No. 3 state) to tulip
and cherry festivals, agritourism is a

growing p art of the state omy. Or
qiml up for a session o] )at yoga with
Plymouth-based The Goat Yoga, whose

l)l’uﬁt's benefit Serenity Oal
Sanctuary. Michigan's maple syrup fans
can go right to the source with events for
Michigan Maple Week, which varies but
typically starts in mid-March. Find out
more here.

Party time in Michigan. A state with
legal and readily available recreational
marijuana is beginning to expand its pot
tourism. Many of the state’s traditional
tourism advocates have yet to roll out
big promotions, but Michigan Cannabis
Trail offers recommendations for mari
juana-friendly lodging along with sug
gestions for picking among Michigan's
more than 500 dispensaries. Michigan'’s
craft brewery industry is further along,
with regular events and dozens of brew
eries that offer a variety of live music or
opportunities to explore the creations.
The Michigan Brewers Guild is hosting
the 18th Annual Winter Beer Festival in
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