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Chicken to open in Michigan behind an 
Outlet in Clio, which is scheduled for 
early next year, and will be followed by 
more than a dozen franchises as H&D 
Group Investments cracks the eastern 
Michigan chicken market with the fast­
growing chain.

“Our talented partners with H&D 
Group Investments are a powerhouse 
team who have a passion for bringing Shaquille O'Neal's Big Chicken 

restaurant will open in Highland next 
spring, courtesy of big chicken
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borhood are vehemently opposed to the 
development. Residents have cited en­
vironmental impacts and density as 
major concerns. Many use the field, 
nicknamed Bryant Field, as a park.

"You’re missing some ordinances 
that protect natural spaces,” resident

Something to squawk about: Shaq’s 
Big Chicken heading to Highland

Multiple council members noted they 
were not approving the development by 
deciding to rezone the property that 
previously had a public lands zoning.

"If the petitioner ultimately presents 
plans that we as a council don’t like, we 
can deny it,” Councilman Rob Donovic 
said.

Many who live in the nearby neigh-

HIGHLAND - Shaquille O’Neal is 
giving Highland something to squawk 
about.

The big guy’s Big Chicken restau­
rant will hatch next spring at 1050 
Highland Road near the Enterprise 
Drive shopping plaza.

The location will be the second Big

MILFORD — The middle schools in 
Huron Valley are poised to undergo a 
dramatic makeover, pending board ap­
proval of a strategic plan that would 
transform the entire district.

The proposed changes include re­
purposing of Oak Valley Middle School 
to house Harbor High School students 
and other programs, enhancements to 
White Lake Middle School and con­
struction of a new middle school on 
the Milford High School campus.

Whether Muir Middle School will 
close hasn’t been determined. In an 
October report by Plante Moran Real- 
point, commissioned by the district to 
conduct a needs assessment, closure 
of a middle school building was recom­
mended.

“It makes sense to have eight ele­
mentary schools, but not three middle 
schools,” Paul Theriault, a planning 
engineer for Plante Moran Realpoint, 
said. "Just because of the geographic 
size of the district, it makes sense to 
keep two high schools.”

Theriault offered more details be­
hind the firm’s recommendations dur­
ing a Monday night presentation to the 
board.

Plante Moran Realpoint estimates 
the district will have $436 million in 
capital needs over the course of the 
next 10 years with its current build­
ings, including Muir, which is nearly 
60 years old and on its own would need 
$35 million in improvements. Regard­
less of whether the proposed changes 
are adopted, the district is expected to 
place a $360 million, 20-year bond 
proposal before voters next spring.

A study by the firm, which included 
enrollment projections based on de­
clining birth rates, and housing devel­
opments in the district and surround­
ing areas, helped determine the best 
course of action to save the district be­
tween $19 million and $23 million over 
the course of the next decade, and of­
fer the best programming for students.

"The consensus coming out of that 
study was to reduce square footage, 
reduce your footprint, and try to re­
duce operation and maintenance 
costs,” Theriault, who is also a parent 
in the district, said. "We looked at sce­
narios of how to accomplish that and

A rendering shows a reimagined Basilica of St. Mary campus on Merriman Road. 
The church wants to build a Montessori school and a senior apartment complex 
COURTESY OF BASILICA OF ST MARY

LIVONIA — Redevelopment of an 
empty field next to the Basilica of St. 
Mary has cleared the rezoning process.

Church leaders have said they wish 
to develop St. Mary’s property, includ­
ing 18100 Merriman Road and 30600 
Brookview Drive, into a school and 
community center. The church has 
also proposed creating a senior living 
complex on another part of the proper­
ty, which would be considered by Livo­
nia City Council at another time.

Council voted 5-1 to rezone the 
property for neighborhood purposes at 
a meeting Monday, Dec. 4. The next 
step for the proposal is a site plan re­
view.

Brandon McCullough, the council 
president-elect, voted in dissent of the 
rezoning, citing too little information. 
Council President Jim Jolly recused 
himself from the vote because he 
works for Fausone & Grysko, the law 
firm representing the church.

Basilica of St. Mary 
property rezoned for school, 
community center in Livonia

Milford basketball wins 
scrum at South Lyon East

Middle school 
changes at 
heart of plan
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Canton Chiefs could change name to Cobras

Canton High School locator, john heider/hometownlife.com

Selecting Cobras for Canton

Low voter turnout

Board reactions

January groundbreaking possible for new Canton High stadium
New Stadium Site Plan

Four finalists chosen for Wayne city manager position

surrounding communities Mo
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Marten works as a clerk and village 
administrator for Bingham Farms, 
where he’s been since 2018. He has also 
worked for Lathrup Village.

Councilman Matthew Mulholland 
moved to offer Marten the job, but his 
motion did not receive support and, 
consequently, was not voted on.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
734-311-0659.

Comets, Cardinals, Cobras, Coyotes, 
Cubs, Cyclones, Raptors and Cosmos.

All Canton High School students, 
along with seventh and eighth grade 
students slated to attend Canton High 
School, first voted for three finalists 
and later for a final choice.

When it was all said and done, Co­
bras came out in front with 53% of the 
vote, trailed by cardinals, with 29% and 
coyotes with 17%.

make a business decision.”
The new manager will replace Lisa 

Nocerini, who abruptly resigned in Au­
gust to take a city manager job near 
Grand Rapids. Nocerini is a named de­
fendant in an ongoing federal case 
brought by Mark Blackwell, a city critic 
who claims Nocerini and other city offi­
cials violated his First Amendment 
rights and falsely accused him of a mis­
demeanor during a police chief hiring 
process in 2019.

Multiple council members and city 
department heads openly threw their 
support behind Strong, the city’s long­
time police chief, who’s also been the 
acting city manager since Nocerini’s de­
parture. Strong has been with the city’s 
police department for over 20 years.

"Chief Strong really blew me away 
with his interview. He had some strong 
points he brought up,” Councilman 
Donald Quarles said. “He’s already em­
bedded into our city, and I believe his 
vision he has moving forward is an ab­
solutely great vision for us.”

Webb is the superintendent of Red­
ford Township, where she’s been for

district.
“I don’t think I’ve ever seen a cobra 

running around in nature," Picard said, 
noting she was also concerned that co­
bras are “seen as religious images in 
Hinduism and Buddhism and other re­
ligions.”

Board President Shawn Wilson said 
he was glad to see the criteria the com­
mittee used to vet the nominations, but 
he wanted a deeper dive into how each 
fit the established guidelines.

“This is an important decision, this 
represents the Canton community," 
Wilson said. “We want to make sure 
we’re beyond thoughtful on how it 
checks these boxes. 1 would just love for 
you to pull out a little bit more of why 
the committee felt Cobras represented 
these things.”

Of 2,866 students eligible to vote, 
only about 1,100 cast a ballot in the first 
round and 1,000, or approximately 
35%, in the second round.

Canton High School Principal David 
Reed-Nordwall indicated he was un­
sure why more students did not partici­
pate, noting the opportunity was ad­
vertised on social media, the school PA 
and through other methods.

“We didn’t mandate or force all stu­
dents to do it, so they also had the op­
tion not to participate,” he said. “We 
tried to...have it as available as possible. 
Literally face-to-face, going into class-

WAYNE — The search for Wayne’s 
next city manager is down to four can­
didates.

City council voted unanimously 
during a meeting Tuesday, Dec. 5, to 
conduct a second round of interviews 
with Wayne Police Chief Ryan Strong 
and three others currently serving in

said, noting the stadium will include 
seating for 1,400 on the home team’s 
side and about 400 on the visitor side.

The new addition to Canton High 
School’s Phase 3 complex, he said, will 
include a large multipurpose room, 
along with two team rooms and rest­
rooms . An entry plaza with a concession 
stand and ticket booths will connect the 
new stadium and the new addition.

“All the spaces can be entered from 
either the stadium side, the outside, or

three years. Multiple council members 
identified Webb as the most qualified 
candidate for the job.

“My overall recommendation would 
be Webb,” Dowd said. “That’s based on 
her experience and based on her depth 
that applies to the job.”

Ayoub is currently the planning di­
rector for the City of Westland. Ayoub 
has been with Westland since 2019 and 
previously worked as a lecturer for 
Eastern Michigan University.

“I think he has a lot of upside,” Mayor 
John Rhaesa said of Ayoub. “He is an up 
and coming person that people are 
looking at. I think he’d be a great fit for

PLYMOUTH - The Canton Chiefs 
could become the Canton Cobras.

The Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools Board of Education, which vot­
ed 6-1 last summer to retire the Canton 
High School Chiefs mascot and arrow­
head logo, heard a presentation Nov. 28 
from the committee tasked with recom­
mending a new mascot for the school.

“I want to emphasize that in recom­
mending a new mascot, we are embrac­
ing our future," said Hal Heard, P-CCS 
director of high school education. “It 
does not change our history or legacies 
tied to the retired Chiefs mascot. The 
winning seasons, records, plaques and 
other positive memories will remain. 
The school colors of red and white will 
also remain.”

The recommendation for replacing 
Chiefs with Cobras was a first reading 
for the board. If the board agrees with 
the recommendation after a second 
reading at a future meeting, the change 
will be formally adopted.

rooms and saying, ‘It’s here. We en­
courage you to use your voice to vote.’

“We didn’t mandate or force all stu­
dents to do it, so they also had the op­
tion not to participate.”

Those students who were engaged in 
the process, however, were enthusias­
tic about the potential Cobra moniker.

“You don’t see a lot of pro teams or 
high school teams or college teams that 
have this name,” Reed-Nordwall said. 
“Some of the students have been very 
excited: ‘We could be the first champi­
ons, the first Canton Cobras to win the 
state title. We would be the first ever.’"

hamed Ayoub, Ken Marten and Diane 
Webb. Council pared down their op­
tions from an original pool of seven 
candidates.

Council will schedule a special 
meeting, likely in the next two weeks, 
to conduct a second round of inter­
views. Finalists will also be asked to 
meet with the city’s department 
heads.

“I’d like to see the candidates come 
back and speak more about what they 
can do for the city,” Councilman Kevin 
Dowd said. “I think that interview 
would translate better to being able to

PLYMOUTH — If everything goes ac­
cording to plan, Canton High School will 
have a new stadium, followed closely by 
a new addition, to begin the 2024-25 
school year. The work is part of the dis­
trict’s $275 million bond program 
passed by voters in 2020.

At a Nov. 28 meeting of the Ply­
mouth-Canton Community Schools 
Board of Education, Derek Dinkeloo, a 
partner at TMP Architecture, gave 
members an overview of the plans.

The new stadium, which will be the 
third for the district’s three-high-school 
campus, will be located in the northeast 
comer of the Plymouth-Canton Educa­
tional Park near the Joy and Canton 
Center roads’ intersection.

A January 2024 groundbreaking is 
tentatively planned.

“The stadium will have the football 
field, striped for other sports, and the 
track around it, (and) bleachers around 
the home and visitor side,” Dinkeloo

interested in the project.
The high volume of bids, he noted, 

was likely due to the potential for off­
season work.

“A lot of the interest we received was 
(for) the opportunity to work through 
the winter,” Gesaman said.

During the Nov. 28 meeting, severed 
board members noted collaboration in 
the decision to build the new facilities.

“Some of the impetus behind a third 
stadium was to also support our middle 
school sports,” Trustee Patti McCoin 
said. “Our middle school principals 
were very collaborative in the whole 
process of needing a track because we 
lost a track at Central and also lot a track 
at the PARC...and so this is also to help 
support our middle school athletics.”

Treasurer Patrick Kehoe agreed.
“These things have stakeholder input 

from the athletic directors, from...pa­
rents, teachers, students," he said. 
“Community is part of all these things.”

Completion of the stadium is cur­
rently planned for September 2024. 
Completion of the Phase 3 addition is 
projected for October 2024.

Trustee Sheryl Picard, who cast the 
sole vote against retiring the mascot 
and logo in July, reiterated previous 
statements that the board should “lis­
ten to the voices” of those who partici­
pated in a community survey where 
many respondents said they were 
against retiring the Chiefs mascot.

Picard also said she was concerned a 
cobra mascot did not meet the criteria, 
because it was not significant to the

Superintendent Monica Merritt said 
current estimates put costs associated 
with changing the mascot at about 
$213,000 and that some of the costs 
could - but may not - be funded by 
grants.

“You definitely are making that deci­
sion (to change the mascot) with the 
understanding that grant money is not 
guaranteed and you would dedicate 
your general fund to covering this deci­
sion,” Merritt said.

Merritt added that costs could be 
lower than Okemos’, for example, 
where the school district reportedly 
spent $400,000 for a mascot change.

At Canton High School, she noted, 
some Chiefs logos have already been 
replaced with the block “C” as uniforms 
went through the normal replacement 
cycle recently. Those would not be re­
placed once the new mascot is adopted.

The district’s annual budget also in­
cludes an allocation for uniform re­
placement, she added.

A recording of the Nov. 28 meeting 
can be viewed on Plymouth-Canton 
Community School’s YouTube channel.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221­
8143.

from the addition side on the interior 
depending on what the function is at the 
facility,” Dinkeloo said.

Nick Brandon, P-CCS executive di­
rector of communications and market­
ing, said the district did not have archi­
tectural renderings available to show 
how the new facilities will look.

Brian Gesaman, project manager 
with McCarthy & Smith, Inc. Construc­
tion Services, said the district received a 
total of 116 bids from various contractors

Heard said the selection process be­
gan early in the school year when Can­
ton High School students were called 
on to submit mascot nominations.

Of 279 submissions received, Chiefs 
was the most common, with 55 nomi­
nations. Heard said those were elimi­
nated. Other popular suggestions in­
cluded cardinals, with 34 nominations, 
and cobras, with 31. Other nominations 
included cougars, coyotes, chargers 
and 140 other suggestions.

In October, a group of 43 students 
reviewed and discussed all the submis­
sions to ensure compliance with dis­
trict criteria such as positive represen­
tation, originality, symbolic connec­
tion, cultural sensitivity and alignment 
with district and school values and 
mission.

From there, students narrowed the 
list to 10 possibilities: Phoenix, Vipers,
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Plans show 
the site and 
scope of a 
new 
stadium and 
new 
building 
addition at 
Canton High 
School.
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The primary will look like 
any other but ultimately decide 
only a portion of delegates

Will lawmakers try to reimburse 
special election costs?
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For Michigan Democrats, that's 
about it - their primary vote will sort out

Then comes the state 
nominating convention
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Kickstart Toddler Soccer plans 
new facility in Plymouth Township

PLYMOUTH TWP. - Kickstart Tod­
dler Soccer plans to open a new location 
in Plymouth Township.

Founded in 2010, the company serves 
children age 18 months to 7 years old and 
has locations in Livonia and seven other 
Metro Detroit communities.

"We have about 8,500 toddlers that 
come through our program every year,” 
said owner Frank Schodowski at a Dec. 7 
meeting of the Plymouth Township 
Planning Commission. “(Plymouth 
Township) probably will be our biggest 
site, once we get it up and running. This is 
an area we’ve been looking at for a long 
time to put on our map ”

Schodowski plans to open the busi­
ness in a vacant 9,000-square-foot 
building at 14556 Jib St. in the Metro

Taxpayers will spring for special elections
Lawmakers may consider 
reimbursing communities

Taxpayers in metro Detroit commu­
nities in two state House districts are 
slated to foot the bill for special elec­
tions Gov. Gretchen Whitmer sched­
uled after Democratic representatives’ 
mayoral wins left the party without a 
majority in the Legislature’s lower 
chamber.

Michigan election law gives Whitm­
er unilateral power to decide when to 
hold special elections.

After swearing-in ceremonies for 
former state Reps. Kevin Coleman, D- 
Westland, and Lori Stone, D-Warren, 
following their mayoral victories, 
Whitmer added two election dates to 
2024: a Jan. 30 special primary election 
and an April 16 general election for the 
13th and 25th House districts.

Next year’s crowded election calen­
dar could mean additional costs for tax­
payers residing in those communities. 
A House-passed bill that would have 
required the state to reimburse local 
governments for special elections that 
don’t coincide with other contests al­
ready on the calendar stalled in the 
Senate before the end of the year.

Some officials have called on state 
lawmakers to pass a supplemental 
funding measure to cover the costs of

Mich. GOP plan seizes increased significance

Time was, a voter could rely on Mich­
igan’s presidential primaries being pret­
ty cut and dried: Both major parties, 
same date, pick your ballot, vote.

And that was only three years ago.
Next year, however, it’s going to be 

more complicated, especially for Re­
publican voters, who are going to see 
Michigan's role in the national nomina­
tion evolve into a two-step primary/ 
convention process spaced out over at 
least five days.

We’re going to explain how that proc­
ess will work below But first, it’s impor­
tant to know a few things. First, we’re 
only talking about Michigan's part in 
deciding the major party nominees for 
president, not those for other offices like 
U.S. senator or congressperson, with 
those primaries still on the first Tuesday 
in August.

Second, this is happening courtesy of 
the Democratic National Committee, 
and President Joe Biden, who decided to 
revamp a calendar they believed gave 
too much sway to Iowa and New Hamp­
shire, which traditionally have gone 
first. In doing so, they (and ultimately 
the state Legislature and Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer) moved Michigan’s primary up 
to the fourth Tuesday in February, 
which in next year’s case is Feb 27.

Michigan goes fourth nationally and 
a week before the slew of Super Tuesday 
states. (And that doesn t count the fact 
that New Hampshire is violating new 
Democratic rules that moved it back in 

West Industrial Park located northwest 
of the M-14/Sheldon Road interchange.

Because the site is zoned for industrial 
use, the indoor recreation use proposed 
by Kickstart required the planning com­
mission to consider a special land use re­
quest and hold a public hearing.

The planning commission evaluated 
the request against six criteria that must 
be met before special land use can be re­
quested, including, for example, intensi­
ty and scale of the use in comparison to 
surrounding uses and conditions and 
consistency of the township's master 
plan.

A similar indoor recreational facility, 
The Ninja’s Edge, is located nearby off 
Helm Street.

McKenna, the township’s planning 
consultant firm, shared a report outlin­
ing the criteria and noted the plan com­
plied with all requirements.

Plymouth Township resident Dale 

the upcoming election anyway.
Westland Clerk Richard LeBlanc es­

timates it will cost about $360,000 to 
administer the special elections plus 
possible additional costs to rent polling 
location venues after one of the school 
districts in the city is not allowing him 
to use their buildings. Detroit Clerk 
Janice Winfrey estimates it will cost 
city taxpayers $180,000 to $200,000. 
Warren Clerk Sonja Djurovic Buffa gave 
a rough estimate of $200,000. Canton 
Township Clerk Michael Siegrist said 
he doesn’t know how much the special 
elections will cost taxpayers in his com­
munity, but doesn’t expect a substan­
tial amount, estimating around $12,000 
in payroll costs plus additional costs 
such as overtime for election staff costs 
and postage for absentee ballots.

Wayne Clerk Tina Parnell was un­
able to provide a cost estimate as of 
Monday. Dearborn Heights Clerk Lynne 
Senia did not respond to messages 
from the Free Press.

During her tenure as governor, 
Whitmer has scheduled a dozen special 
elections, but the most recent ones 
mark the highest-stakes such contest 
she’s called yet with continued Demo­
cratic control of the state House on the 
line. She scheduled some in the past to 
occur on the same date as other elec­
tions on the calendar such as a 2019 
special primary to fill a vacant House 
seat after former state Rep. Sheldon 
Neeley, D-Flint, won his city's mayoral 
election. “While elections always come 
with a cost, by holding the general elec- 

the calendar and won’t see Biden cam­
paigning there as a consequence). So it 
could, theoretically, give the state a lot 
more clout politically, especially if Dem­
ocrats keep the same calendar in the fu­
ture.

But that day violates the Republican 
National Committee’s (RNC) rules - still 
very much in effect - that say the only 
presidential contests before the begin­
ning of March are supposed to be those 
in Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada and 
South Carolina. And it wasn’t going to 
change them just to please a Democratic 
president or members of his party who 
have long argued that Iowa and New 
Hampshire were not representative 
enough of the rest of the country to give 
them such prominence.

So Michigan Republicans have spent 
months working with the RNC to 1) keep 
all their delegates to the national nomi­
nating convention in Milwaukee next 
summer, many of which they would lose 
by simply awarding those delegates to 
whomever wins the primary Feb. 27, and 
2) have that Feb. 27 public primary 
count for something.

And they did, but it does require 
some explanation.

If you’re new to the world of presi­
dential nominating contests, they are 
essentially about deciding how many 
delegates a candidate will receive from a 
given state to cast their votes for him or 
her at the national nominating conven- 

Bernhardt was the only member of the 
public to speak at the public hearing, 
asking whether the business would pro­
vide security for children attending 
classes.

Schodowski said the facility would in­
clude 10 cameras and auto-lock doors.

The program, he said, is based on de­
velopment of skills and does not include 
games with spectators, although scrim­
mages would be held.

“Scrimmages are a way for toddlers to 
implement what we've been working on 
in those classes,” he said. “Parents are re­
quired to stay on site while the classes 
are going on. At 18-month and 2-year-old 
ranges they are required to participate on 
the field with their toddler, then 3 and up 
they have to stay on the side."

Schodowski also said he plans to sub­
let the space, when not in use by Kick­
start, to soccer, baseball, lacrosse or oth­
er local sports organizations who would 

tion on the date of an already sched­
uled election costs are able to be re­
duced,” Whitmer’s office said in a 2019 
press release announcing the special 
election dates.

Asked about her decision not to use 
other election dates on the calendar 
this time, Whitmer told reporters, “it 
was important that we move swiftly so 
that these communities can have rep­
resentation in the Legislature."

State Rep. Veronica Paiz, D-Harper 
Woods, introduced a bill at the start of 
the year to reimburse communities that 
administer special elections on dates 
that don’t coincide with other regularly 
scheduled elections. It passed with 
widespread bipartisan support in the 
state House, but the Senate Elections 
and Ethics Committee never held a 
hearing on her bill.

Paiz said lawmakers could have pre­
dicted Coleman and Stone’s mayoral 
victories. Tm disappointed that this 
hasn’t passed the Senate yet,” she said. 
“The timing was right for it.”

Committee chair state Sen. Jeremy 
Moss, D-Southfield, didn’t foreclose the 
possibility of legislative action next 
year. “We don’t typically take up policy 
bills that have an appropriations com­
ponent without first ensuring first that 
funding is allocated in the budget, and, 
up until last month, these special elec­
tions were only hypothetical,” Moss 

tions held each presidential election 
year during the summer.

Since we’re talking about Republi­
cans here, they have 2,470 delegates to 
be selected nationally, spread across the 
states, with a candidate needing 1,236 to 
become the nominee. (This comes from 
the Green Papers, an online site that 
methodically tracks the ins and outs of 
the nominating and voting process; 
Democrats, by the way, have 4,541 dele­
gates, with 2,271 needed to nominate.)

Michigan Republicans will, barring 
some change, award 55 delegates in all. 
And, if all goes according to plan, they 
shouldn’t lose a single delegate either, 
even with a portion being awarded in 
proportion to the results of a primary 
held before March.

Just like any other recent primary 
year, registered voters in Michigan 
wanting to vote for a presidential candi­
date from the Republican or Democratic 
field in 2024 will get that party’s ballot 
and do so (either through early voting, 
requesting and returning an absentee 
ballot, or in person at their polling 
places on primary day).

But not all of the Republican's 55 del­
egates will be awarded according to that 
popular vote. Instead, 16 so-called at- 
large delegates (meaning they're not be­
ing doled out to the candidates accord­
ing to congressional districts, which will 
come into play later) will be awarded. 

benefit from a turf-training facility.
The planning commission unani­

mously approved the special land use re­
quest.

Planning Commission Chair Dennis 
Cebulski said he was glad to see im­
provements to the building's exterior.

“Compliments to you because 1 did 
see the before and after pictures of the 
landscaping and you did clean up the 
outside,” he told Schodowski. “Good luck 
to you. Thanks for your investment in our 
community.”

It wasn’t clear when the new facility 
would open.

In addition to Livonia, other Metro 
Detroit area locations of Kickstart Tod­
dler Soccer include Flint, Fraser, Oxford, 
Livonia, Sterling Heights, Shelby Town­
ship, Troy and Warren.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
Icolvin^hometownlife.com or 248-221­
8143.

said in a text message. “Now that they 
are set, we’ll have further conversa­
tions about next steps.”

Coleman - who voted for the bill - 
said he wants to ask Democratic legis­
lative leaders to pass a supplemental 
appropriations bill to reimburse local 
communities for the costs of holding 
the special elections. "1 would encour­
age the Legislature to help these locals 
out, because that’s a lot of money,” he 
said. The Secretary of State’s office also 
plans to ask lawmakers to appropriate 
funds to reimburse communities. Ei­
ther way, taxpayers - whether those re­
siding in the communities holding spe­
cial elections or across the entire state 
- will pay for the additional costs asso­
ciated with the two additional elections 
on the calendar.

Some of the clerks kicking off their 
busy election year early with the Jan. 
30 special House primaries for the va­
cant seats, said they’ve never had to 
administer so many elections in a sin­
gle year. And they said for the first time, 
they’ll send out absentee ballots for two 
separate elections simultaneously be­
tween the Jan. 30 special primary and 
Feb. 27 presidential primary.

"My biggest concern is for the vot­
ers,” said Buffa. She fears the overlap 
could create voter confusion and cause 
some to put the wrong ballot in the re­
turn envelope. Winfrey said she also 
worries about “voter fatigue.”

"This not the year where we want a 
low voter turnout for (the) presidential 
election," she said.

which candidates get 117 of their 140 del­
egates, with the rest being unpledged 
delegates we used to refer to as "super­
delegates.” (In the primary, Democratic 
presidential candidates need at least 
15% of the primary vote to receive any 
delegates, 40 of whom are awarded 
statewide and the rest split according to 
the winners in Michigan’s 13 congres­
sional districts.)

Republican candidates, however, 
have to go through another step in the 
process: a state convention to be held on 
Saturday, March 2.

There - presumably at one as-yet- 
unnamed site, though it could be at sev­
eral if the state Republican Party were to 
decide otherwise - the remaining 39 
delegates are to be awarded according 
to a vote bf convention participants 
(who are also called delegates but that’s 
confusing). Those participants will be 
selected in each of the state’s 13 con­
gressional districts. (Those convention 
participants will be selected at county 
GOP meetings across the state on Feb. 
15.)

In essence, the nominating conven­
tion will consist of 13 separate conven­
tions, one for each congressional dis­
trict, with the presidential candidates 
(or perhaps their surrogates) going 
around and campaigning before each 
group takes a vote. Each gets three dele­
gates to award, adding up to 39 in all.

If a candidate gets a majority of the 
congressional district participants’ 
votes, he or she gets all three delegates. 
If no one gets a majority, then the candi­
date with the highest tally gets two and 
whoever comes in next gets one.
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Wayne-Westland schools cut 
staff, talk private bus service
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WESTLAND - Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools employees say re­
cent layoffs and talk of privatizing dis­
trict transportation services feel like a 
slap in the face.

Both actions are happening following 
the recent discovery of a budget short­
fall in the district. Superintendent John 
Dignan and his administrative staff are 
trying to make budget cuts to avoid the 
state of Michigan taking control of day­
to-day operations.

The most recent budget cut — 39 
part- and full-time positions — was an­
nounced Dec. 1. The layoffs go into effect 
when the winter semester begins in 
January. Some positions have been re­
classified so they can be paid through 
grant funds.

‘Tm concerned about the direction 
this district is going," said Jeff Marti, 
president of the Michigan Education 
Association Local 4, which represents 
the district’s part-time employees. “We 
really haven’t seen what money is being 
saved with layoffs and we still haven’t 
seen a plan from the administration on 
what we’re doing.”

Wayne-Westland employs more than 
1,600 people and has roughly 9,800 stu­
dents enrolled.

Dignan said the layoffs are an at­
tempt to cut costs without disrupting 
district operations.

“We have been able to identify areas 
where change can occur without im­
pacting the essential educational ser­
vices being provided to our students 
and families," the superintendent said 
in an emailed statement. “As a result, 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
notified individuals of layoffs and re­
structuring in this effort to begin to 
right-size the district.”

Wayne-Westland is also looking at 
whether it will hire a private transporta­
tion company, a move that would likely 
cut costs and, staff members fear, lead 
to lost jobs. The distrk ’? >oard of edu­
cation is expected to vote on the propos­

Bring new meaning in the new year to those you love who are living with Alzheimer’s, another form of dementia 
or cognitive decline. A change of address to our memory care neighborhood can enhance seniors’ lives with 

compassionate care, evidence-based therapies and engaging, purposeful activities. We invite you to see for yourself.

PEACE OF MIND IS A PHONE CALL AWAY:
248-513-8515

CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US
ANTHOLOGY OF NOVI
42400 W 12 Mile Rd. I Novi, Ml
Independent Living Assisted Living / Memory Care
AnthologyMichigan.com

Wayne-Westland Community Schools Superintendent John Dignan speaks with 
a community member at a 2022 city of Westland event.
SHELBY TANKERSLEY/ HOMETOWNLIFE.COM FILE

al at its next meeting, Dec. 18.
“We feel upset and frustrated,” said 

Jonathan Turner, a bus driver and grad­
uate of the district. “Some of these peo­
ple have many years in the district and 
they have forged bonds with students 
and parents that can’t be replaced.”

Marti said most of his union mem­
bers have been with Wayne-Westland 
schools for generations. Local 4 in­
cludes bus drivers, custodians, student 
monitors and food service workers. 
Marti said the Michigan Education As­
sociation believes the decision to ex­
plore privatizing transportation is an 
unfair labor practice in violation of the 
union’s current contract, in place until 
June 2025, and the union may fight the 
issue in court.

“We negotiated in good faith," Marti 
said. "We’re still under contract, and for 
them to just one day pull this privatiza­

tion card out, is not typical. Typically, 
you’d see that at the end of a contract, 
not in the middle of a school year.”

Marti and Turner both said they’ve 
been left with more questions than an­
swers and are disappointed by the dis­
trict they’ve given so many hours to.

“With my members, many of us 
went through Wayne-Westland Com­
munity Schools. Our kids went 
through it and our grandkids went 
through it,” Marti said. “We are part of 
this community and we really, really 
take pride in that. That’s why we take 
so much pride in our work.”

Wayne-Westland has long strug­
gled with administrative issues. Staff 
took significant pay reductions during 
the Great Recession and the district’s 
last superintendent, Shelley Holt, re­
signed after staff claimed she abused 
her position.

Franklin student 
hit by car while 
walking to school
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

LIVONIA — A Livonia Franklin 
High School student was struck by 
a vehicle while walking to school 
Dec. 4.

According to Livonia Public 
Schools, the student was evaluated 
by emergency medical personnel 
and, after being determined un­
harmed, reported to class.

The crash happened at the Joy 
Road and Liberty Street intersec­
tion, which is directly in front of 
the school. Earlier this year, Livo­
nia Public Schools administrators 
described the area as the single 
most dangerous intersection for 
students walking to school in the 
district.

School and city officials have 
been pushing Wayne County, the 
entity responsible for crosswalks 
and road signals on major roads in 
Livonia, to make improvements. 
Crossing guard services are usual­
ly reserved for elementary stu­
dents, leaving middle and high 
school students to cross roads on 
their own.

"We would like to remind drivers 
to take extra caution while driving 
on Joy Road, particularly during 
the early morning hours when it’s 
dark outside and many students 
are walking onto campus,” Franklin 
Principal Andrew Pesci said in a 
letter to parents Monday.

In his letter, Pesci noted that Li­
vonia Public Schools reached out 
to Wayne County again following 
the incident. Nearby, the Wayne- 
Westland Community Schools dis­
trict has also seen students hit 
while trying to walk to or from 
school.

Get the latest headlines for met­
ro Detroit every morning in your 
mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter .

Contact reporter Shelby Tanker­
sley at stan]c^rsle(3>hometown- 
life.com or 734-311-0659.
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999 FINE SILVER b GOLD

UP TO $500

rn&.

SPORTS MEMORABILIA
PAPER CURRENCY

PRE-1934

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

UP TO $125,000 JEWELRY

SCRAP GOLD

GOLD COINS U.S 
UP TO $300,000*

POP CULTURE 
COLLECTIBLES fr

MEMORABILIA

MORGAN DOLLAR 
UP TO $100,000*

MERCURY DIME 
UPTO $3,400*

MARTIN 
GIBSON 
FENDER 
GRETSCH 
SILVERTONE 
AND MANY 
MORE

LIBERTY NICKEL
UPTO $4,500*

1»S3 TOPPS
MfCKtV MAHTlf

«iinia»i ■

WALKING LIBERTY 
HALF DOLLAR 
UP TO $4,600*

SILVER DOLLARS
UP TO $7,500*

ROOSEVELT DIME
1964 BOLDER

BARBER COINS
UP TO $5,000*

WHEAT PENNIES 
UP TO $3,500*

BUFFALO NICKEL 
UP TO $4,200*

GUITARS, AMPS, 
BANJOS & MORE!

YOU DOMT WANT TO MISS THIS FREE. FIVE DAYS ONLY BUYING EVENP” 

THIS IS STRICTLY A BUYING EVENT. WE DO NOT SELL ANYTHING 

WE ARE NOT ABLE TO GIVE ITEM PRICING OVER THE PHONE OR EMAIL 

MT PAID SAME DAT WITH A CCRTIFICD COMPAMV CHECK" 
-DEPENDS ON RARITY CONOETTON. K DATE'

MEN'S & WOMEN'S 
CLASS RINGS

GOLD COINS FOREIGN
UP TO $300,000*

INTERESTED IN A HOME APPOINTMENT 
FOR YOUR LARGE COLLECTION 

OF GOLDS SILVER?
EMAIL US YOUR ITEMIZED LIST TODAYIII

GRADED COINS & COMMEMORATIVES 
UP TO $150,000-

ZIPPO LIGHTERS, POCKET KNIVES, ANTIQUE 
FIREARMS (PRE-1899), & MORE I

DIDN'T SEE YOUR 
ITEM LISTED?

BRING IT IN FOR A FREE,
ONE ON ONE APPRAISAL

WITH ONE OF OUR EXPERTSI 
THIS FREE EVENT IS HAPPENING FOR 

FIVE DAYS ONLYIII
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDEDII

STERLING FLATWARE, 
TEA SETS & SILVER JEWELRY

UP TO $20,000*

KENNEDYHALF 
DOLLAR

PRE 1970 UP TO $400

ANTIQUE TOYS
TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB 

GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY, TONKA MARX TOYS

FQH SHOW INF QQR DIRECTIONS CONTACT OUR MAIN OFFICE 
(419) 615-1237

WWW.PREMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN.COM
EVENTSINHWREMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN COM

2^ (OFFICE HOURS: MON FRI 8:30AM 4:30PM EST
OTTAWA OH. U S A

• ESTATE * • •
• DIAMONDS
• GOLD, SILVER, & PLATINUM
♦ COSTUME
• BROKEN AND UNWANTED!

• ROLEX .
• PATEK PHILIPPE
• BREITLING
• ELGIN
• HAMILTON
• LONGINES W
• WALTHAM
• OMEGA
• AND MORE "

(RUNNING or BROKEN*)

FRANKLIN HALF 
DOLLAR 

UPTO $3,200*

WAR MEMORABILIA 
HELMETS, UNIFORMS, MEDALS, PATCHES, 
FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE 

____ _ UP TO $50,000* ________

WASHINGTON 
QUARTER

1964 & OLDER UP TO $600

WARREN ROADSHOW
FREE BUYING EVENT- 5 DAYS ONLY!!

SHOWINFO
WHEN

Acc^miTFD
BUSINESS

AMAZING
GF4NTASY ”

TUESDAY FRIDAY 10AM - GPM
SATURDAY IOAM • 3PM

WHERE:
COURTYARD

30I90 VAN DYKE AVE, 
WARREN. Ml 48093 

Of^F 696/53

(Next to National Coney Island)

http://WWW.PREMIERGOLOSILVERANDCOIN.COM
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TODAY'S ANSWER

assistance. A cha

activities. We invite

CONTINUE YOUR LIFE STORY WITH US

Cicbe 
Cord

Disc 
Dots

Email 
Fast

SA MES 
Sorter,

USB hub 
Video

TODAY’S 
ANSWER

ADSL 
Bars 
Beta 
Binary

Firewire 
Floppy 
Format 
Google 
HTML 
IMac 
lf>ad

Solid state 
Store

laptop 
Malware
Menu 
Modem 
Mouse 
Network 
Peripheral 
Power 

supply
Printer 
Remote 
Runs

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: GOLD

A R 
E R

60 Begins to dig
61 Certain farmer
62 Part of a Mountie 

uniform

24 Boxer's destination
26 Any of 26 

in 1959-60 
prime time

27 Wretchedness
28 Nielsen Ratings 

data category
29 Nancy Drew pal
32 Honor for four 

presidents
33 High _

11 Mass movement
12 Thing secured 

with a post
13 Only externally 

visible part of the 
central nervous 
system

17 Sound betraying 
boredom

21 Cause headaches

new meaning

•aaovax 
39 nvo sxciaaxsv 
A9 OBMbvw saaoM 
arix A3NO ‘aanamon

DOWN
1 Game-ending 

word
2 Racking up charges
3 Intricate fabric 

pattern
4 Character
5 Exactions
6__delta (Concorde 

wing shape)
7 It’s east of 

Rochester
8 One taking up 

charges
9 Ancient salutation

10 Word before check 
or course

A THIS PUZZLE CONSISTS 
TWO SEPARATE 

challenges:
\ 1. SEE HOW MANY 

□O 1 |)l( ’ 1 N1 WORDS YOU 
I CAN UNSCRAMBLE 
1 WHICH CONTAIN ALL 

■ ) THE LETTERS AT LEFT.

1 2. SEE HOW MANY OF
I THESE WORDS YOU 
/ CAN TRACE WITH A 
/ CONTINUOUS LINE. 

T/ EACH TRACING MUST 
Jr BEGIN AT THE BLACK 

< SPOT. NO PASSAGE OR 
INTERSECTION MAY BE USED 

MORE THAN ONCE PER WORD.

of address to our caring neighborhood can enhance seniors’

35 Some poker 
accumulations

36 Good representation
37 Dress down
38 Silicon Forest loc.
40 Dud
41 Showed more 

patience than
42 Hiding place 

revealer, maybe
43 Wheedler’s refrain
44 Chaotic scene
47 _ cold
48 Bumper sticker verb
51__second (trance, 

in France)
53 Menial
55 “Traditional'' plan
56 Rorschach card 

complement
58 Impetus tor Fogg's 

journey

ACROSS
1 Drinks favored by 

Hemingway
8 Music icon knighted 

in 2003
14 Explanatory tool
15 Literally, "little 

grapes'
16 Ends, often
18 Comeback
19 Bar designation: 

Abbr
20 Rough housing
22 Pinch hitter's hope
23 Mug
25 Something worn 

on a hood
28 Fudge alternative
29 Defeat 

overwhelmingly
30 Jordan's only 

seaport
31 Romeo or Juliet
33 Rugrats dad
34 Purchase before 

going to court
35 Dictionary directive
39 Attendance bk. 

notation
40 '97 film with the 

tagline “Coming 
soon. Honest."

41 Tribe in the Little 
House... books

44 Jazz duo in 
Vancouver

45 Woody Guthrie, e.g.
46 Blackballed
48 Belgian chanson 

master
49 Caper film narrator, 

often
50 Sesame Street 

shopkeeper
52 Obedience 

school no-no
54 Carthaginian, e g
57 Warning heading
59 Chain on the Mid­

Atlantic Ridge

ANTHOLOGY OF NORTHVILLE 
44600 Five Mile Rd. / Northville, Ml 
Assisted Living / Memory Care 
AnthologyMichigen.com
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FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction out always in a 
straight line. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
14 letters left over They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
CaustrMionwKMdyam** com ou

TODAY’S ANSWER
peap si anboieuy
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WILL 2024 BRING A NEW HOME
FOR YOUR LOVED ONE
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Shaq
Continued from Page 1AContinued from Page 1A

According to the restaurant’s web

Changes
Continued from Page 1A

LARGE ONE BEDROOM

BathFox Run
BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING

W/D

Community group 
examined options

Living Area 
12’3" x 17’9

hanced career technical education, gift­
ed and talented programs, sharing 
teaching staff, and implementation of 
two-tiered busing, Salah said.

Transportation changes in which 
middle school and high school students 
are bused together would generate an 
estimated savings of $13 million to $18 
million over 10 years. In addition to the 
financial benefit, it could result in a 
large benefit for sleep-deprived teens — 
a delayed school starting time, already 
implemented in Novi.

The recommended strategic plan 
would close the administrative build­
ing, which would be razed, and move the 
offices into Milford High School, which 
would likely take place in the 2025-26 
school year. Also implemented at that 
time would be redrawn school boundary 
lines (which will be finalized by Decem­
ber 2024).

“I am extraordinarily proud of the 
work that the committee has done,” Sa­
lah said, adding that the zero tax rate in­
crease bond also includes a significant 
amount of money allocated for safety 
and security in the schools. “They asked 
a lot of questions to get us where we are 
today and recommended a plan that is 
not only a cost savings to the district, 
but provides an exemplary learning ex­
perience for our students.”

put money into programs that you’re 
looking to fund.”

A town hall meeting at which Plante 
Moran and district administrators will 
further explain how conclusions were 
reached is planned for 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 11 at the Milford High School Per­
forming Arts Center.

At the Dec. 18 board of education 
meeting, the board will have separate 
votes on both the strategic plan recom­
mendations and the bond proposal. If 
approved by the board, the bond pro­
posal would be put on the ballot in May.

BIG fun to more families throughout 
eastern Michigan,” Big Chicken CEO 
Josh Halpern said. “They have a great 
understanding of what Big Chicken is all 
about, and we’re thrilled to see how they 
will continue to scale the brand’s pres­
ence across the Midwest. Let’s grow, 
Highland!”

Big Chicken was founded in 2018 by 
NBA Hall-of-Famer Shaquille O’Neal, 
JRA Hospitality and Authentic Brands 
Group.

The fast casual chain features crispy 
chicken sandwiches and tenders, as 
well as new takes on the NBA legend's 
favorite foods from his childhood, in­
cluding “Lucille’s Mac n’ Cheese," which 
adds a Cheez-it crust to his mom’s reci-

a middle school next year and be repur­
posed for Harbor High in the 2025-26 
school year, at which time the Brooks 
Center, which currently houses Harbor 
High, would close.

Middle school students from Oak 
Valley would be split between White 
Lake Middle School and Muir Middle 
School until a new middle school could 
be built on the Milford High School cam­
pus, possibly opening in the 2027-28 
school year or, at the latest, the 2028-29 
school year.

Constructing a new middle school on 
the Milford High campus offers numer­
ous advantages for such things as en-

Superintendent Paul Salah noted 
district officials began looking at the 
strategic plan in September 2022, with a 
committee of 50 community members.

The committee, split into six groups, 
examined four different scenarios de­
veloped by Plante Moran Realpoint, and 
five of the six groups chose as their pre­
ferred option “scenario C," which would 
build a new middle school at the Milford

site, each menu item — which also in­
cludes hand-crafted ice cream shakes, 
jalapeno slaws, and several varieties of 
fries — “tells a story, all while offering 
guests an inside look into the life and 
personality of Shaquille O’Neal.”

Walk-In 
Closet

High School campus. The sixth group 
chose “scenario A,” which would reno­
vate Muir Middle School.

Both options close Oak Valley as a 
middle school, but use it for other pro­
grams, including Harbor High, adult 
education, special education programs, 
and district-sponsored parks and recre­
ation programs. In the future, the school 
may iso be considered for early child­
hood education.

Oak Valley was chosen for repurpos­
ing due to its proximity to the northwest 
quadrant of the district and because it’s 
a newer building that still has “a lot of 
life left in it,” Salah said. It would remain

Big Chicken currently has 12 tradi­
tional restaurants, as well as several 
more kiosks in arenas across 15 states 
and also can be found on three Carni­
val cruise ships.

O’Neal often makes surprise visits 
to Big Chicken locations, spokesper­
son Peyton Harvey said, and this 
week, he was planning a visit in Arizo­
na. If he makes visits to his soon-to- 
be-opening Michigan locations, they 
will be unannounced.

“We’re not publicizing, because in 
the past it has gotten out of hand,” Har­
vey said ruefully. “Houston was the 
first location he visited and the fire 
marshal had to shut it down.”

Shaq already surprised Michigan 
earlier this year when he gifted shoes 
and other apparel to a grateful Good­
rich teen with size 23 feet. And that’s 
nothing to cluck about.

Contact Susan Bromley at 
sbromley@hometownlife.com or at 
517-281-2412.

Bedroom 
12’4” x 13’0

Colleen Badgero said. “I don't think 
endless development is inevitable. 1 
think we can change course and pro­
tect these spaces that are important.”

Church leaders have said they’re 
willing to work with nearby residents 
to create something people can accept. 
But, residents say the space is good as 
it is.

"If this many people who live near­
by oppose this, that doesn’t mean it 
should proceed,” resident Kevin Sky­
less said.

Get the latest headlines for metro 
Detroit every morning in your mailbox 
by signing up for our daily briefings 
newsletter.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
734-311-0659.

Oak Valley Middle School will be affected by changes in the strategic plan 
HOMETOWN LIFE FILE PHOTO

Some of the many offerings of Big 
Chicken include crispy chicken 
sandwiches, jalapeno slaw, fries, and 
Lucille’s Mac n' Cheese.
COURTESY OF BIG CHICKEN

No matter your budget 
or style, you’ll find the 
perfect, maintenance-free 
apartment home at Novi’s 
premier community.

See MORE of our stunning 
floor plans’
Call 1-877-211-9301 for 
your free brochure, or 
visit FoxRunNovi.com.

Novi 
FoxRunNovi.com

Fox Run
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ITEM LISTED?

BRING IT IN FOR A FREE, 
ONE ON ONE APPRAISAL 

WITH ONE OF OUR EXPERTS! 
THIS FREE EVENT IS HAPPENING FOR 

FIVE DAYS ONLY!!!
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!!

ZIPPO LIGHTERS, POCKET KNIVES, ANTIQUE 
FIREARMS (PRE 1899), & MORE I

WAR MEMORABILIA^^
HELMETS, UNIFORMS, MEDALS, PATCHES, 
FLAGS, WAR ADVERTISEMENTS, & MORE

_____ UP TO $50,000* __________

INTERESTED IN A HOME APPOINTMENT 
FOR YOUR LARGE COLLECTION 

OF GOLD & SILVER?
EMAIL US YOUR ITEMIZED LIST TODAY!!!

KENNEDYHALF 
DOLLAR

PRE 1970 UP TO $400

ANTIQUE TOYS
TIN TOYS, OLD BANKS, CAP GUNS, BB 

GUNS, LIONEL BUDDY. TONKA, MARX TOYS

GRADED COINS » COMMEMORATIVE* 
UP TO $156000*

FRANKLIN HALF 
DOLLAR 

UP TO $3,200*

STERLING FLATWARE. 
TEA SETS fr SILVER JEWELRY

UP TO $20,000*

• ROLEX
• PATEK PHILIPPE j,
• BREITLING
• ELGIN M
• HAMILTON
• LONGINES 13
• WALTHAM
• OMEGA
• AND MORE ”

(RUNNING or BROKEN*)

WASHINGTON 
QUARTER

1964 & OLDER UP TO $600

Contact our mainofhce 
(419) 915-1237

WWW.MtMIERGOLDSILVERANDCOIN.COM 
tWrUNFO«>PREMIEROOLDSILVERANDCOINCOM 
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Off Orchard Lak* Rd Northwestern Hwy 

Nekt to G. Georges)
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33098 NORTHWESTERN HWY WEST

BLOOMFIELD ROADSHOW
FREE BUYING EVENT - 5 DAYS ONLY!!
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Milford basketball wins
scrum at South Lyon East

Brother Rice football coach Adam Korzeniewski resigns after 7 seasons

Korzeniewski
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Observer of Eccentricore Sports

with a bloody nose. The junior also re­
ceived a small gash on his shin.

Welcome to the LVC, where this 
kind of dogfight is to be expected. Last 
year’s conference race finished with a 
three-way tie for first place between 
Milford, East and Waterford Mott, all 
three securing 12-4 records in league

ership helped provide our students with 
a football experience they will draw 
upon for the rest of their lives.”

Before leaving for Seaholm, Korze-

Milford’s Jimmy Stevenson scores down low during a Lakes Valley Conference boys basketball game on Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
2023, at South Lyon East, brandon folsom/hometown life

ing his seven years as 
Head Coach and previ­
ously as an assistant," 
Brother Rice athletic di­
rector Jeff Calcaterra 
wrote in a press release. 
“As a man of outstand­
ing character, his lead-

Because the Lakes Valley Conference 
matchup on Dec. 5 was about as close to 
a football game as you could get.

The Mavericks erased a five-point 
halftime deficit by playing gritty de­
fense, battling hard to win offensive re­
bounds and outlasting host South Lyon 
East to earn a 57-47 victory on Tuesday.

Just how scrappy was it out there? 
Guard Carson Lutz took a shot to the 
face and was forced to leave the game

Observer & Eccentric Media i Thursday, December 14, 2023 i ib <nnnr)

The Brother Rice football team will 
have a new coach in 2024. ’

The school announced in a press re­
lease Dec. 5 that Adam Korzeniewski 
has resigned after leading the Warriors 
for the past seven seasons.

Under his leadership, Brother Rice 
went 40-33 and made playoff appear-

As the Milford boys basketball team 
worked the ball around the perimeter to 
kill as much clock as it possibly could in 
the waning moments, that’s when the 
student section started chanting.

"Just like football!”
And what fitting words they were.

After the opening night of the girls 
basketball season on Dec. 4, Livonia 
Franklin was already 2-0 overall.

Well, kind of.
Hold on, we can explain.
Not only did the Patriots beat 

Walled Lake Central 32-14, but most of 
their roster was on hand to defeat the 
Vikings in the JV game as well.

That’s because of Franklin’s limited 
roster size. While it has 10 players on 
the varsity, seven of them also play on 
the JV as fifth-quarter rule players.

What’s the fifth-quarter rule? In 
2020, the Michigan High School Ath­
letic Association created a rule that al­
lows football and basketball players, 
mostly underclassmen, to play five 
quarters in one day. Meaning, a player 
could play a full JV game and then play 
in one quarter on the varsity. Plenty of 
schools take advantage of this rule, 
mainly to get their up-and-comers 
some experience at the varsity level

Franklin is using the rule a bit dif­
ferently because of its lack of depth.

Here’s how it works: Those seven 
girls will usually have all four quarters 
available for the varsity games and 
then they’ll each make an appearance 
in one quarter on the JV.

When asked how she’s keeping 
track of it all, coach Colleen Flaherty’s 
face resembled the infamous meme of 
actor Zach Galifianakis attempting to 
do math in his head during the movie 
“The Hangover.”

“Math is my thing,” the first-year 
coach joked. “So it’s a puzzle, and 
that’s how it all falls into place. We 
have seven five-quarter kids on our 
team, and we make sure that the kids 
that make an impact on varsity have 
four of their slots available to them 
when they come to the varsity game 
from playing on the JV.

"They’re slotted in one quarter at a 
time on JV, and our JV coach does a 
great job of making sure that they’re 
available for me on the varsity to play. 
It’s going to be a lot of math puzzles as 
the season goes on, and, hopefully, we 
can stay healthy. As soon as we’re not 
healthy, there’s going to be a lot more 
planning as far as who’s going to be 
available on JV and who’s going to be 
available on varsity.”

Fortunately for Flaherty, she does 
have two seniors in Emerson Nordbeck

niewski, who attended Grosse Pointe 
North and played linebacker at Western 
Michigan University in the 1990s, spent 
three seasons as a defensive coordina­
tor under Michigan Sports Hall of Fame 
coach Al Fracassa, who coached the 
Warriors from 1969-2013, won 430 
games and nine state championships 
and sent more than 300 players to play 
in college.

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(atfolsombrandonj.

ances in each of his first six seasons, in­
cluding winning district championships 
in 2021 and 2022. However, this past 
fall, the Warriors were winless for the 
first time since 1963.

Korzeniewski, who was the defensive 
coordinator at Birmingham Seaholm 
before joining Brother Rice, will remain 
at the school as the associate athletic di­
rector.

“We appreciate all what Coach K has 
worked to achieve at Brother Rice dur-

interesting 
roster

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife com 
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championship team.
Winstel took that challenge head-oh.

“He doesn’t miss a lot, and he was 
just a beast in the off-season, so it's not 
really a surprise that he’s showing it

2B I THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2023 I O & E MEDIA (nnnrj

Does Canton boys basketball have 
the most improved player in KLAA?

The search for the most improved 
player in the Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association is over.

Because it’s going to be hard for any­
one to top the growth that Teddy Win­
stel showed during the Canton boys 
basketball team’s 72-39 victory over De­
troit Country Day in its season opener 
on Dec. L

As a sophomore, Winstel was merely 
a role player. Albeit, it was an important 
role. It was his job to play tough defense 
on guards, not turn over the ball and 
help get the ball to Canton’s scorers, 
such as Lake Superior State University 
signee Omar Suleiman and Siena 
Heights University’s Dante Favor, as 
well as Bradley Eziuka.

But Suleiman and Favor, two Home­
town Life All-Area first-teamers in 
2022-23, are now playing in college. 
And with them went a large chunk of the 
team’s offensive and defensive produc­
tion.

Entering this winter, it was no secret 
that Canton was in dire need of some­
one to step up and help replace the two
best players from last year's KLAA here early this season. We expected this

Call it a labor of love for Winstel in the 
off-season, as the junior worked with 
his teammates to improve his game. He 
worked with Canton assistant Bob 
Blohm — whom its home court is named 
after — to improve his shot. And Eziuka, 
a Kalamazoo College signee who’s argu­
ably one of the best returning seniors in mor's hustle plays on defense. Then, it 
the league, helped him improve his was his shooting. He knocked down
leadership.

“He was a tough guy last year. He had 
some fight, but he was a little bit more of 
a role player,” said Eziuka, who scored a 
game-high 26 points against the Yel­
lowjackets. “But we expected him to 
take a step up this year. He worked in 
the off-season with me, and we both 
worked together. His work ethic is un­
matched. He works so hard.

Selflessness from Idrys Cotton helps Plymouth win 1st game

The Plymouth boys basketball team 
wouldn’t have held on late to beat Zee­
land East 55-53 on Dec. 2 to earn its first 
victory of the winter without Idrys Cot­
ton returning for his senior season.

The three-star offensive lineman’s 
future is sewed up. He’s firmly commit­
ted to Northwestern and is prepared to 
play in the Big Ten very soon. He’ll make 
that decision official on signing day on 
Dec. 20.

It would’ve been completely under­
standable had he forgone playing bas­
ketball this winter to prevent any pos­
sible injuries from affecting his football 
future. You don’t need to look far around 
metro Detroit before finding other fu­
ture college football players who are sit­
ting out their senior basketball seasons. 
It’s a business decision, really.

But Cotton is not that type of guy. 
He’s still got unfinished business in 
both basketball and track (he was an all­
state finisher in the shot put last 
spring). Plus, he’s not about to let down 
his best friends when they need him.

And the Wildcats (1-1) needed him 
against the Chix.

Yes, it was, essentially, a meaning­
less non-conference game. The result 
wasn’t going to matter in the final Ken­
sington Lakes Activities Association­
West standings. But, actually, the 
matchup did have some meaning to it.

The whole reason Zeeland East made 
the almost 175-mile trip east to play the 
Wildcats was for second-year Plymouth 
coach Andrew Meeuswen, who gradu­
ated from East and still has family on 
the west side of Michigan.

This wasn’t just about picking up a 
win for the Wildcats but also giving 
their coach a bit of a homecoming. 
Heck, even Meeuswen’s parents made 
the trip over to watch the game at Ply­
mouth-Canton Educational Park.

And it would’ve been a sad finish for 
the Meeuswen family had Plymouth not 
pulled it out.

The Wildcats held a commanding 14- 
point lead early in the fourth quarter un­
til standout guard Lucas Porter drove to 
the basket and was fouled hard while 
trying to finish at the rim. The 6-foot-4 
senior ultimately left the game with an

Canton’s Bradley Eziuka pulls down a 
rebound during a non-conference boys 
basketball game against Detroit 
Country Day on Friday, Dec. 1, 2023.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

from him.”
And what is this?
That’s the incredible effort Winstel 

put forth in the opening half against 
DCDS, helping Canton erase an early 7-2 
deficit, go on a handful of big runs and 
enter halftime with a commanding 39­
15 lead.

First, it started with the 6-foot-l ju- 

back-to-back jumpers, including a fade­
away from the elbow and a 3-pointer to 
put Canton ahead for the first time.

And then he knocked down another 3 
to ignite a 9-1 run to close out the first 
quarter.

He scored all 11 of his points in the 
opening half, and no shot was bigger 
than his catch-and-shoot 3-pointer 
from the wing with 33.5 seconds left in 

Plymouth’s Idrys Cotton scores down 
low during a non-conference boys 
basketball game against Zeeland East 
on Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWN LIFE

injury, visited the trainer’s room and 
spent the rest of the evening at the end 
of Plymouth’s bench.

On the court, his team struggled 
without him. Most of that had to do with 
it being early in the winter and several of 
Plymouth’s younger guards not having 
experience moving the ball against 
East’s full-court pressure. And that tac­
tic worked for the Chix, who went on a 
12-4 run late in the fourth quarter to trim 
their deficit to just 46-44. That included 
East senior Layne Risdon slamming 
down a dunk, drawing a foul and mak­
ing the ensuing and-one attempt to 
reinvigorate his team with some energy.

While a pair of timeouts helped Ply­
mouth sort out its backcourt issues, 
playing steady was its 6-4, 290-pound 
center, Cotton, who inbounded the ball, 
played tough defense in the paint and 
secured frequent rebounds.

It was his offensive rebound and 
tough put-back that drew an and-one 
with 1:43 left that essentially kept the 
Wildcats ahead once and for all.

"He’s a load,” Meeuwsen said. “He’s 
doing everything on both sides of the 
floor. He’s kind of sneaky at it, but he’s a 
real good defender. He’s got good feet. 
He’s got a soft touch around the rim. 
We’re really excited that he’s back.”

Sneaky is one way to put it.

the second. That death knell all but en­
sured that DCDS would not be making 
any sort of comeback in the second half, 
and it resulted in Winstel emphatically 
flexing at halfcourt with Eziuka in cele­
bration.

"It’s awesome being a main guy in 
this offense now, and we're a great 
team,” Winstel said. "Being a main guy 
is nice because you’re a big part of wins 
and get to be in front of this crowd. It's 
nice scoring a lot.

“But to make this transition, I put a 
lot of work in the offseason to get to this 
point. My role has definitely changed a 
lot, and that comes from working 
throughout the offseason. Summer 
league games. Putting up hundreds and 
hundreds of shots. Working with Bob on 
my shots. Thanks to him, he's really im­
proved my shot. My role has definitely 
increased, so I’m really happy about 
that."

And that increased role will be im­
portant. Not only is Canton without Su­
leiman and Favor this winter, but it has 
only 10 players, one of the smallest ros­
ters it has ever had.

But it’s a good 10, with five seniors 
and five juniors, and eight of them saw 
varsity minutes a year ago.

The seniors include Eziuka, three- 
star football recruit Caleb Williams 
(who is a steady ballhandler), Grand 
Valley State University football signee 
Devon Pettus (the team’s resident bull­
dog on defense and under the basket), 
reliable shooter Alexander Persinger 
and Joey Pierson, the team’s tallest ded­
icated post player.

The juniors are Winstel, Lemuel Pett­
way, Chase Harlin, Kessler Blakita and 
Nick Hurley.

Canton is a fundamentally strong 
program, one that doesn’t make too 
many mistakes when doing the little 
things. But its biggest deficit is height. 
When Pierson and Pettus are not on the 
floor, for example, that forces Eziuka, a 
traditional shooting guard, to play in the 
post. And while Eziuka, who is 6-4, does 
well forcing double teams, drawing 
foul§ and banging around down on the

All evening. Cotton was making big­
time plays, despite finishing with just 
eight points.

Early in the second quarter, the ball 
got kicked out to him for a wide-open 3- 
pointer in the corner. Instead of at­
tempting the shot, he made an extra 
pass around the horn for Porter, who 
had an even more wide-open 3 attempt, 
one Porter drained to kickstart a 10-2 
run that ensured an eventual 29-21 lead 
entering halftime.

At the end of the third, Cotton had 
another beautiful swing pass, once 
again to Porter, who knocked down the 
3-pointer to put the Wildcats ahead by 
13 points, their second biggest lead.

"I wasn’t ready to go to college yet,” 
Cotton said about his decision not to en­
roll early at Northwestern. “I wanted to 
finish up basketball because I’ve played 
it my whole life, and I wanted to finish 
track season and, hopefully, win states 
in that. I’ve got a few more goals I want 
to accomplish before I get to the next 
level”

Surprisingly enough, Cotton admit­
ted that basketball used to be his main 
sport. That was, of course, before he 
gained weight during the COVID-19 
quarantine and started gamering inter­
est as a monstrous blocker at football 
camps.

But his size should also be a boon on 
the court for Plymouth, which is trying 
to replace 6-11 center Kelvin Amoako, 
who had a breakout season as a senior a 
year ago and signed with the University 
of Indianapolis at the Division II level.

“We’re very excited to have him 
back,” Meeuwsen reiterated about Cot­
ton. “It was a good conversation we had 
at the end of the year (last season). I 
said, ‘You’ve got to do what’s best for 
you,' and he said, ’No, coach, I’m playing 
hoops.’ We might have talked one or two 
times since then, but he always had the 
same answer. He’d say, ’I’m excited for 
hoops, and 1 love these guys,’ and he’s 
got a couple of his close buddies on the 
team.

"Obviously, I’m excited because he’s 
quite a good basketball player for us.”

The best news? Plymouth has a 
handful of other "good” basketball play­
ers right now.

Outside of Porter, who should be one 
of the top guards in the KLAA-West, the 
Wildcats also brought back Zack Jones, 

block, it means he’s not on the perim­
eter where he excels the most.

And that’s another reason why Win- 
stel’s growth will be a boon for Canton. 
He should carry some of the guard play 
if Eziuka can’t physically be in the back­
court. And he proved he’s capable of do­
ing that against DCDS.

Winstel truly is the most improved 
player in the league, right?

“Hopefully, hopefully,” coach Jimmy 
Reddy said. “It happened this summer. 
He started taking more of a leadership 
role and more of a scoring role. He plays 
very hard, so he’s got all of those attri­
butes to become a really good player 
here. He was a star in his role last year, 
for sure.

“We talked about how we’ve got to re­
place a lot of production from Omar and 
Dante on both ends of the floor. So we 
needed people to step up, and Teddy is 
definitely a guy who showed that in the 
summer and continued to grow into 
more of a scoring threat for us.”

Reddy believes it’s Winstel’s attitude 
that sets him apart from most players.

“He’s a kid who’s just going to keep 
getting better because he wants to, 
right?" Reddy added. “He’s willing to. 
Everyone wants to be good, but he’s 
willing to do the things to be great. The 
sky is the limit for him, man. He’s going 
to keep grinding to get great this year, 
and then he’ll have another good off­
season before his senior year.”

Canton returned this winter minus 
two college basketball players from a 
year ago. But with guys such as Winstel 
stepping up and showing improvement, 
it’s easy to see why the coaches around 
the league predicted Canton to once 
again win the KLAA-West in the presea­
son coaches poll. Winstel’s work ethic is 
infectious, and he shouldn’t be the only 
former role player making strides this 
winter. And that could mean more hard­
ware for their team by the end of the 
season.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter (Sfolsom- 
brandonj.

who took over the game offensively 
when Plymouth needed it the most Sat­
urday.

The senior, who played sparingly as a 
role player last year, dominated the ball. 
He scored on drives to the hoop, 
knocked down jumpers and earned 
plenty of trips to the foul line before fin­
ishing with a game-high 25 points.

“Yes, I’ve 100% been wanting to step 
up since last year,” Jones said. “I’m just 
glad I got the opportunity today because 
1 worked all summer. Iron sharpens iron. 
Our guys have worked super hard, and 
it’s just made me better.”

How does Jones go from a role player 
to becoming the leading scorer? Well, 
some of that had to do with Bryce Gar- 
bacz, who was the team’s top shooting 
threat, graduating and signing with Al­
ma College following the 2022-23 sea­
son.

Patiently, Jones waited for his time to 
shine. And during the off-season, he put 
in the effort it takes to be as good of a 
scorer as Garbacz, and it’s starting to 
show for Plymouth.

“Zack was a role guy last year,” 
Meeuwsen said. “He might have started 
a handful of games last year. But since 
last March, he’s been in the gym prob­
ably every single day. He and Lucas are 
gym rats. They love the game. They’re 
going to the rec. They’re finding a place 
to play. It doesn’t matter if it’s raining 
out, he's getting shots up, and he’s im­
proved.

“He’s worked on ballhandling, and 
he’s quite the player, and he’s put on a 
lot of weight (gotten stronger). He and 
Lucas, they’ve been getting in the gym 
and finding a way to get stronger. 
They’re really dedicated, and it’s paying 
off.”

It certainly paid off on Saturday.
The Wildcats earned their first win of 

the season. Meeuswen got to beat his 
old high school. They saw glimpses of 
how good they should be this season 
with Jones taking over, even when Por­
ter was sidelined with an injury. And 
Cotton showed that his decision to re­
turn for his senior year was all worth it.

Watch out for Plymouth, KLAA-West 
opponents.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @>folsom- 
brandonj.
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Birmingham Seaholm seeking OAA-White title

Birmingham Seaholm's Addy Flynn drives to the basket
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we can get that going as the season goes 
on, and we can start putting the ball in 
the basket. Games like the Saline game 
are going to help us prepare for the con­
ference games we have coming up. And, 
last year, we gave Saline 75 points. This 
year, we gave them only 47, and they had 
the same team back.

“Playing Saline on Tuesday was 
amazing because it showed us where we 
are at compared to last year. They beat 
us a little bit worse last year, so to be 
competing with them in a three-point 
game in the third quarter, I thought that 
would fire us up and move us along.”

The girls are certainly fired up. That 
was evident as the Maples’ full-court 
pressure defense limited Farmington to 
just two points in the opening half and 
ensured them a 38-point lead entering 
halftime.

Addy Flynn and Jada Josifovski 
scored 14 points apiece, while Mary 
Gumbis had 12 and Emma Weber scored 
11 Clara Guffey pitched in seven, Koosis 
had five and Suliivan, Taylor Hartwig, 
Hazel Guffey and Mary Wiltgen each 
had two.

Helping the Maples this year? Two of 
their three all-conference players from 
last season are back in Flynn and Hart-

“Now we’ve just got to try and find 
the buckets.”

Finding buckets isn’t a comment 
about the 59 Seaholm scored against 
Farmington. It’s regarding the Maples’ 
close-call loss to Saline in Tuesday’s 
season opener.

The Hornets, a 21-4 unit a year ago, 
which tied for first place with Temper­
ance Bedford in the Southeastern Con­
ference-Red, was one of the top teams in 
Michigan a year ago. Their season was 
cut short, however, once they ran into 
Salem during the Division 1 regional 
opener. But they still managed to beat 
Seaholm by 23 points.

It was a three-point game in the third 
quarter this time around. Except Sea­
holm’s offense couldn’t keep pace with 
Saline down the stretch, and the Hor­
nets held on for a 47-33 victory.

But that was a barometer game for 
the Maples, one they’ll use as a measur­
ing stick going forward. They now know 
just what it takes to compete against the 
best in the state. And they should be 
ready when they take on Groves and 
North Farmington when the OAA-White 
schedule heats up.

“We had trouble scoring against Sa­
line,” Manchester said. “But, hopefully,

wig.
While Seaholm graduated a handful 

of seniors a year ago, truthfully, they lost 
just former starter Shay Manchester.

Seven juniors and three underclass­
men should lead this team.

"We’ve definitely come a long way,” 
said Flynn, a junior who made the All- 
OAA. first team in 2022-23. “We’re a 
youqg team, definitely, but we have a lot 
of talent and are definitely willing to 
work herd.

"Tbe conference? Yeah, we want it 
this year. It’s ours.”

Flynn said it was first-game nerves 
that cost the Maples a win against Sa­
line. But the jitters are gone.

Seaholm has six more non-confer- 
ence matchups before league play be­
gins on Jan. 16 at Royal Oak. And then 
it’ll have nine more opportunities to 
prove it’s the best team in the OAA- 
White.

The team showed hustle and heart 
when the game was well in hand against 
the Falcons.

How tough will it look when the 
games finally start meaning something 
in the final league standings?

Follow Brandon Folsom on Twitter 
(a> folsombrandonj.
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Birmingham Seaholm coach Chris 
Manchester draws up a play during an 
Oakland Activities Association-White 
girls basketball game against 
Farmington on Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023. 
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Ella Koosis dove out of bounds to 
save a ball, somehow got her right palm 
under it and lofted it back in play for 
teammate Sophie Sullivan to corral and 
toss back up for a tough two points.

That’s the type of hustle you should 
expect out of the Birmingham Seaholm 
girls basketball team all winter long.

But that’s also saying something be­
cause that effort 20 seconds into the 
second half of Thursday’s Oakland Ac­
tivities Association crossover matchup 
against Farmington kickstarted the 40- 
point running-clock rule.

There was no need for Koosis to put 
her body on the line to keep that ball 
alive. It wasn’t going to impact the final 
score too much, an eventual 59-8 vic­
tory over the Falcons.

But that play was another tone-setter 
for the Maples (1-1), who realize the op­
portunity ahead of them and are not 
taking any play for granted, regardless 
of the opponent.

And that opportunity? Compete for 
the division championship.

It’s a wide-open field this time 
around in the OAA-White. Defending 
champion North Farmington graduated 
its three best players — Sela Lefler (Kean 
University in New Jersey), Halle Rogers 
(Schoolcraft College) and Penelope Cre- 
ary — plus the Raiders’ longtime coach, 
Jeff Simpson, retired following the 
2022-23 school year.

Sure, Seaholm's rived down Cran- 
brook Road, Birmingham Groves, has 
moved into the White, but this year’s 
squad is built to be a contender right 
now. And the best part? This is just the 
beginning. The Maples have just three 
seniors, only one of whom is a starter — 
returner Clara Guffey.

Could this be the start of a one- or 
two-year reign?

“We’re going to look pretty good this 
year and next year,” coach Chris Man­
chester said. “I’m bringing back four 
starters, so we’re young, but the White 
is going to be very evenly matched. Any 
night is going to be competitive. We’re 
playing a high-level defense right now, 
and these girls are really defensive- 
minded.
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As a division of Andersen, one of the 
largest and oldest window companies in 
America, we’re often able to offer bigger 
discounts than smaller contractprs 
and most window companies.

We offer a number of exceptional 
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finance your entire project or just a 
portion of it
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Livonia Franklin's Emerson Nordbeck 
drives to the hoop.

Livonia Franklin’s Kinsey Nordbeck attacks the basket during a non-conference girls basketball game against Walled Lake
Central on Monday, Dec. 4, 2023. photos by brandon folsom/hometown life

and Mine Onosode to rely on.
Nordbeck, who should be an All-Ken- 

sington Lakes Activities Association 
guard when the season wraps up, 
helped this newfangled taxi squad early 
on by scoring the Patriots' first seven 
points and led them on defense. In fact, 
Central scored just three points in the 
first half and was held scoreless for the 
opening 4 minutes, and 49 seconds.

The senior, who is actually an All- 
KLAA runner and holds school records 
in both track and cross country, finished 
with 10 points alongside her younger 
sister, Kinsey, who also pitched in 10.

Onosode, on the other hand, made an 
early basket and contributed most as a 
rebounder in the post.

Needless to say, being on a team 
made up of primarily JV players is quite 
the experience for the seniors.

“It’s very different from previous 
years when I wasn’t really the leader,” 
said Emerson, who is committed to Cal­
vin University for running. “There are a 
lot of freshmen and sophomores, and 
we have problems with maturity some­
times, but it’s working out, and it’s been

Garage Door Problems?^
Count On Us To Get You Back On Track

Servicing Garage Doors since 2007 
Senior, AAA, Military, and AARP discounts available $1,000 OFF
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+ Low Monthly Payments
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TUNE-UP SPECIAL 

$59.95
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■ Own'? f Toij ■ pUrxi
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a lot of fun growing the team for the next 
few years (to come). This has been a 
great opportunity.”

So who are these dual-team stand­
outs? It includes sophomores Sammy 
Carignan, Sydney Kenyon, Aubree Os- 
troskie, Breann Campbell, Summer 
Montgomery and Kinsey as well as 
freshman Callie Bates.

Freshman Tessa White is the lone 
underclassman who is a full-time varsi­
ty player.

There’s no doubt playing two games 
in one night is tough. Flaherty is happy 
with how her players handled those 
challenges in Game L

"They did a good job today of keeping 
their mental focus,” Flaherty said. “That 
was the one thing that concerned me 
going into this. If they’re playing, say, 
just the first quarter on JV and then 
have three quarters of a break, and then 
still have to go warm up for a varsity 
game, are they still going to be there? I 
was very impressed with how they were 
able to stick through it.”

It’s not going to be an easy season, 
especially with the likes of Wayne Me­
morial, a team that frequently wins dis­
trict and regional championships, and 
Belleville, an early-season darkhorse fa­
vorite to win the Division 1 state cham­
pionship, on Franklin’s KLAA-East

Repair, Maintenance 
& Installation

Any New Garage Door

$200 OFF
Garage Door Opener Replacement

$100 OFF
For 7-foot standard doors.

248-864-5559
Of rook

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

® (313) 241-9033
'Offer ends December 31.2023 Participating dealers only. Not available in AK. HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, 
Westchester Cty, or City of Buffalo. NY $1,000 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and 
is responsible for full amount of discount Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer Contact local dealer 
for financing details

Livonia Franklin coach Colleen Flaherty talks to her players.

schedule. But the Patriots should win 
some more games, and it wouldn’t be 
surprising if they stole the Livonia City 
championship from rivals Livonia Ste­
venson and Livonia Churchill.

But, at the very least, this will be a 
foundational year for the program, one 

1^150
KOHLBI 150 YEARS

that should make them very competi­
tive by the time these underclassmen 
become seniors.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @>folsom- 
brandonj.





South Lyon East’s Cameron Crosby attempts a layup.

Basketball
Continued from Page IB

Obituaries

Good Shepherd F vangellcal Lutheran Church

Milford's Carson Lutz attacks the basket

Milford coach David Gilbert talks to his players during a Lakes Valley Conference boys basketball game on 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023, at South Lyon East, photos by brandon folsom/hometown life
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REMEMBERING OUR SONS 
Mike Cook 
1963-2006 
Rick Cook 
1960-2002 

Forever in our hearts 
Love you, 

Dad & Mom

41415 W Mme Mlle Rd • HOM. Ml 48375
248 349-0565

ford go on a 9-3 run to close out the third quarter. That 
run saw him drive to the hoop and hit a shot at the 
buzzer to give his team a 41-37 lead.

And then it was Anthony Hutter, Milford’s 6-foot-8 
space eater inside. The big man scored four pivoted 
field goals in the second half and finished with 14 
points. That included him scoring a tough basket 
down low late that gave the Mavericks their biggest 
lead of the game at 14 points.

But, perhaps, no player had as big of an impact in 
the second half as Jimmy "Buckets” Stevenson, anoth­
er 6-5 post player who dominated. The senior had 
back-to-back putbacks early in the fourth quarter to 
give Milford a 10-point lead. And then he continued to 
control the boards.

As Milford’s offense worked the ball around to find 
wide-open shots, Stevenson was always on the back­
side ready to clean up the misses. He, too, finished 
with 14 points, six of them off offensive rebounds.

Stevenson also came up with, arguably, the play of 
the game, as he nabbed a steal near half court to set up 
Lutz with an eventual 3-pointer to push the lead to 53­
40 and put any chances of an East comeback out of 
reach.

"I’m the trash man out there,” Stevenson joked. 
“Yep. And it feels good. Just giving teammates assists, 
it feels really good. Getting wins and stuff like that, for 
sure. It feels good to be the guy who gets tough re­
bounds and is able to kick out (to teammates) for 3s.

“I've been working hard in the offseason, working 
hard just so I can get these putback layups, go hard to 
the rim and fight for rebounds.”

Hard work is an understatement. Stevenson played 
sparingly as a junior. Some of that had to do with Lew­
is dominating the ball. The other part had to do with 
how small Stevenson was as a post player.

But he dedicated himself to the weight room and 
went from 155 pounds a year ago to 185 today. He’s 
bulkier, stronger and capable of handling the beating 
that comes in the paint during LVC games.

“Jimmy Buckets didn’t play a ton of minutes last 
year, but he’s a great example for our younger guys,” 
Gilbert said. “I told him he’s going to be a great ex­
ample to all of our underclassmen about what hard 
work does. Just be patient and ride out your time. We 
had a great season last year with a good team. Here we 
are three games in against very good teams, and he’s 
had double-digit scoring in almost each game.”

Of course, offense isn’t everything.
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What also helped Milford was that its defense lim­
ited the scoring of East senior Cameron Crosby, argu­
ably one of the league’s top returners.

Crosby, who is likely the greatest tennis player in 
East history, scored 29 points in the Cougars’ season 
opener. Milford held the 6-4 guard to just eight points, 
including only a layup in the first half.

Andrews led East with 12 points, followed by Do­
minic Giovannini with nine and Grant Jagacki with 
seven.

“Defense is going to win us a lot of games this year, 
and everyone did their part tonight,” Lutz said about 
Milford’s effort, especially vs. Crosby. "It was a tough, 
physical game, and we got it done.”

Gilbert says Mott should be favored to win the LVC, 
but, honestly, it’s anyone’s for the taking at this point. 
Even South Lyon, led by 6-foot-7 center Graham 
Braun, should be considered in the conference race.

While it’s unknown who’s going to escape the 
scrum with the league title, one thing is certain: Every 
night is going to be a battle, and Milford’s effort vs. 
East was just Game 1. There are 15 more wars to come.

Brandon Folsom covers high school sports in metro 
Detroit for Hometown Life. Follow him on Twitter 
@folsombrandonj.
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And it’ll continue to be a league where any team can 
win a game on any given night, especially when there 
were no clear-cut preseason favorites to win it all.

Each night is going to be a battle.
“I mean, that’s us, right?” Milford coach David Gil­

bert said. "We play hard, and we pride ourselves on 
our grit .”

It certainly was the Mavericks (2-1,2-0) throughout 
the second half.

East (1-1, 0-1) looked like the better team in the 
opening 16 minutes. Its defense was forcing Milford 
turnovers, its offense was scoring at will in transition 
and it even had luck on its side as Joey Andrews buried 
a fadeaway jumper from near halfcourt at the buzzer to 
put the Cougars ahead 25-20 entering halftime.

"Really, I thought our defense was fine,” Gilbert 
added. "We held them to 22 until they hit that buzzer­
beater. I thought we gave them some extra posses­
sions in the first half that led to them getting some nice 
transition buckets. But we were more patient offen­
sively in the second half, and you saw our offense 
came alive because we were so much more patient. 
And then our defense just held through and we gritted 
it out.”

A patient offense will be key for the Mavericks this 
winter. Not because they lack the potential scorers. 
They certainly have a handful of them. But because 
they’re without Sam Lewis, a Hometown Life All-Area 
first-teamer a year ago, who is now playing at Calvin 
University.

Lewis was the first Maverick to score 1,000 points in 
a career in 33 years, helping them win their first league 
championship in 25 seasons and guiding them to their 
first district title since 2019.

Last season, when Milford needed a basket, there 
was no doubt who was going to go get that for them, 
whether it was Lewis burying a 3-pointer from way 
downtown, driving to the basket or fighting through 
double teams to sink a jumper.

But he’s gone.
Fortunately, plenty of guys have stepped up so far 

this season.
Against East, it was Lutz, who scored a hard- 

fought, game-high 20 points, including helping Mil-
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career change in the year ahead. 
Look into what thatiriight en­
tail, whether it’s simply apply­
ing for new jobs in your field or 
going back to school to facilitate 
a career change, and take the 
necessary first step.

Be the First to Apply
Upload your resume and apply with 
a singleclick.

Apply Today. Interview Tomorrow. 
Welcome to the one and only place 
to get hired, fast.

burned out, and some may find 
communication with their man­
agers is lacking. Managers can 
make a concerted effort to im­
prove lines of communication 
with their staff. Doing so can 
improve productivity and create 
a better working environment 
for all.

• Rebalance your work and 
family life. A 2015 survey of 
1,000 full-time professionals 
in the United States found that 
77 percent felt they had experi­
enced burnout at their jobs. Re­

balancing work and family life 
can make more time for things 
outside of work, including fam­
ily. That can lead to greater life 
satisfaction, including a re­
newed vigor for your career.

Metro creative

New Year’s resolutions run 
the gamut from kicking bad 
habits like smoking to finding 
more time to exercise to learn­
ing a foreign language. Many 
resolutions are about self-im­
provement, and that desire to 
live better can extend into the 
professional arena.

New Year’s resolutions can be 
just as beneficial to a person’s 
professional life as they can in 
that same individual’s person­
al life. With that in mind, pro­
fessionals can consider these 
work-related resolutions this 
January.

WANT TO
BOOS1

• Resolve to communicate 
more effectively with your 
team. Even professionals satis­
fied with their careers can take 
steps to make their work lives 
better. There are many reasons 
why workers feel stressed and

• Make a concerted effort to 
change careers. The numbers 
are in regarding satisfaction 
at work, and they’re not very 
promising. According to Gal­
lup’s State of the Global Work­
place: 2022 report, 60 percent 
of workers report being emo­
tionally detached at work. Per­
haps more troubling is that 19 
percent report being miserable 
at their jobs. Professionals who 
are not engaged at work can re­
solve to get the ball rolling on a

• Find ways to be more produc­
tive. Remarkably, a 2019 study 
by Rescue Time found that, in 
a given workday, workers' aver­
age time of productivity is just 
two hours and 28 minutes. By 
making a concerted effort to be 
more productive, workers can 
get more done in a typical eight­
hour workday,, thus paving the 
way for a better work-life bal­
ance. Spend less time surfing 
the internet, avoid checking 
your phone for texts and other 
distractions, and make a dai­
ly schedule of tasks to tackle. 
Each of these steps can help you 
be more productive in a given 
workday.

When making New Year’s res­
olutions this January, profes­
sionals can resolve to find ways 
to make their workdays better.
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