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Milford basketball wins
scrum at South Lyon East

ORTHVILLE
RECORD

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

HURON VALLEY SCHOOLS

Middle school
changes at
heart of plan

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

MILFORD — The middie schools in
Huron Valley are poised to undergo a
dramatic makeover, pending board ap-
proval of a strategic plan that would
transform the entire district.

The proposed changes include re-
purposing of Oak Valley Middle School
to house Harbor High School students
and other programs, enhancements to
White Lake Middle School and con-
struction of a new middle school on
the Milford High School campus.

Whether Muir Middle School will
close hasn't been determined. In an
October report by Plante Moran Real-
point, commissioned by the district to
conduct a needs assessment, closure
of a middle school building was recom-
mended.

“It makes sense to have eight ele-
mentary schools, but not three middle
schools,” Paul Theriault, a planning
engineer for Plante Moran Realpoint,
said. “Just because of the geographic
size of the district, it makes sense to
keep two high schools.”

Theriault offered more details be-
hind the firm’s recommendations dur
ing a Monday night presentation to tl

Plante Moran Realpoint

e daistrict will have $43( ]
capital needs over the course of the
next 10 years with its current build
ings, including Muir, which is nearly
60 years old and on its own would need
$35 million in improvements. Regard-
less of whether the proposed changes
are adopted, the district is expected to
place a $360 million, 20-year bond
proposal before voters next spring.

A study by the firm, which included
enrollment projections based on de-
clining birth rates, and housing devel-
opments in the district and surround
ing areas, helped determine the best
course of action to save the district be-
tween $19 million and $23 million over
the course of the next decade, and of-
fer the best programming for students.

“The consensus coming out of that
study was to reduce square footage,
reduce your footprint, and try to re-
duce operation and maintenance
costs,” Theriault, who is also a parent
in the district, said. “We looked at sce-
narios of how to accomplish that and

See CHANGES, Page 7A
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The Basilica of St. Mary in Livonia. SHELBY TANKERSLEY/HOMETOWNLIFE COM

Basilica of St. Mary
property rezoned for school,
community center in Livonia

Shelby Tankersiey

JISA AY NETW L AICHIGAN

LIVONIA — Redevelopment of an
empty field next to the Basilica of St.
Mary has cleared the rezoning process

Church leaders have said they wish
to develop St. Mary’s property, includ-
ing 18100 Merriman Road and 30600
Brookview Drive, into a school and
community center. The church has
also proposed creating a senior living
complex on another part of the proper
ty, which would be considered by Livo
nia City Council at another time

Council voted 5-1 to rezone the
property for neighborhood purposes at
a meeting Monday, Dec. 4. The next
step for the proposal is a site plan re-
view.

Brandon McCullough, the council
president-elect, voted in dissent of the
rezoning, citing too little information.
Council President Jim Jolly recused
himself from the vote because he
works for Fausone & Grysko, the law
firm representing the church.

A rendering shows a reimagined Basilica of St. Mary campus on Merriman Road.
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The church wants to build a Montessori school and a senior apartment complex.

MARY

OURTESY OF BASILICA OF ST

Multiple council members noted they
were not approving the development by
deciding to rezone the property that
previously had a public lands zoning.

“If the petitioner ultimately presents
plans that we as a council don’t like, we
can deny it,” Councilman Rob Donovic
said.

Many who live in the nearby neigh-

Something to squawk about: Shaq’s
Big Chicken heading to Highland

Susan Bromley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

HIGHLAND — Shaquille O'Neal is
giving Highland something to squawk
about.

The big guy’s Big Chicken restau
rant will hatch next spring at 1050
Highland Road near the Enterprise
Drive shopping plaza.

The location will be the second Big

Chicken to open in Michigan behind an
dutlet in Clio, which is scheduled for
early next year, and will be followed by
more than a dozen franchises as H&D
Group Investments cracks the eastern
Michigan chicken market with the fast
growing chain

“Our talented partners with H&D
Group Investments are a powerhouse
team who have a passion for bringing

See SHAQ, Page 7A
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borhood are vehemently opposed to the
development. Residents have cited en
vironmental impacts and density as
major concerns. Many use the field,
nicknamed Bryant Field, as a park.
“You're missing some ordinances
that protect natural spaces,” resident

See BASILICA, Page 7A

Shaquille O’'Neal's Big Chicken
restaurant will open in Highland next
spring. COURTESY OF 8
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Canton Chiefs could change name to Cobras

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com

A TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

PLYMOUTH The Canton Chiefs
could become the Canton Cobras.

The Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools Board of Education, which vot-
ed 6-1 last summer to retire the Canton
High School Chiefs mascot and arrow-
head logo, heard a presentation Nov. 28
from the committee tasked with recom-
mending a new mascot for the school.

“l want to emphasize that in recom-
mending a new mascot, we are embrac-
ing our future,” said Hal Heard, P-CCS
director of high school education. “It
does not change our history or legacies
tied to the retired Chiefs mascot. The
winning seasons, records, plaques and
other positive memories will remain.
The school colors of red and white will
also remain.”

The recommendation for replacing
Chiefs with Cobras was a first reading
for the board. If the board agrees with
the recommendation after a second
reading at a future meeting, the change
will be formally adopted.

Selecting Cobras for Canton

Heard said the selection process be-
gan early in the school year when Can-
ton High School students were called
on to submit mascot nominations.

Of 279 submissions received, Chiefs
was the most common, with 55 nomi-
nations. Heard said those were elimi-
nated. Other popular suggestions in-
cluded cardinals, with 34 nominations,
and cobras, with 31. Other nominations
included cougars, coyotes, chargers
and 140 other suggestions.

In October, a group of 43 students
reviewed and discussed all the submis-
sions to ensure compliance with dis-
trict criteria such as positive represen-
tation, originality, symbolic connec-
tion, cultural sensitivity and alignment
with district and school values and
mission.

From there, students narrowed the
list to 10 possibilities: Phoenix, Vipers,

Canton High School locator. JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Comets, Cardinals, Cobras, Coyotes,
Cubs, Cyclones, Raptors and Cosmos.

All Canton High School students,
along with seventh and eighth grade
students slated to attend Canton High
School, first voted for three finalists
and later for a final choice.

When it was all said and done, Co-
bras came out in front with 53% of the
vote, trailed by cardinals, with 29% and
coyotes with 17%.

Low voter turnout

Of 2,866 students eligible to vote,
only about 1,100 cast a ballot in the first
round and 1,000, or approximately
35%, in the second round.

Canton High School Principal David
Reed-Nordwall indicated he was un-
sure why more students did not partici-
pate, noting the opportunity was ad-
vertised on social media, the school PA
and through other methods.

“We didn't mandate or force all stu-
dents to do it, so they also had the op-
tion not to participate,” he said. “We
tried to...have it as available as possible.
Literally face-to-face, going into class-

rooms and saying, ‘It's here. We en-
courage you to use your voice to vote.’

“We didn't mandate or force all stu-
dents to do it, so they also had the op-
tion not to participate.”

Those students who were engaged in
the process, however, were enthusias-
tic about the potential Cobra moniker.

“You don't see a lot of pro teams or
high school teams or college teams that
have this name,” Reed-Nordwall said.
“Some of the students have been very
excited: ‘We could be the first champi-
ons, the first Canton Cobras to win the
state title. We would be the first ever.”

Board reactions

Trustee Sheryl Picard, who cast the
sole vote against retiring the mascot
and logo in July, reiterated previous
statements that the board should “lis-
ten to the voices” of those who partici-
pated in a community survey where
many respondents said they were
against retiring the Chiefs mascot.

Picard also said she was concerned a
cobra mascot did not meet the criteria,
because it was not significant to the

district.

“I don’t think I've ever seen a cobra
running around in nature,” Picard said,
noting she was also concerned that co-
bras are “seen as religious images in
Hinduism and Buddhism and other re-
ligions.”

Board President Shawn Wilson said
he was glad to see the criteria the com-
mittee used to vet the nominations, but
he wanted a deeper dive into how each
fit the established guidelines.

“This is an important decision, this
represents the Canton community,’
Wilson said. “We want to make sure
we're beyond thoughtful on how it
checks these boxes. I would just love for
you to pull out a little bit more of why
the committee felt Cobras represented
these things.”

Paying for the change

Superinatendent Monica Merritt said
current estimates put costs associated
with changing the mascot at about
$213,000 and that some of the costs
could - but may not - be funded by
grants.

“You definitely are making that deci-
sion (to change the mascot) with the
understanding that grant money is not
guaranteed and you would dedicate
your general fund to covering this deci-
sion,” Merritt said.

Merritt added that costs could be
lower than Okemos’, for example,
where the school district reportedly
spent $400,000 for a mascot change.

At Canton High School, she noted,
some Chiefs logos have already been
replaced with the block “C” as uniforms
went through the normal replacement
cycle recently. Those would not be re-
placed once the new mascot is adopted.

The district’s annual budget also in-
cludes an allocation for uniform re-
placement, she added.

A recording of the Nov. 28 meeting
can be viewed on Plymouth-Canton
Community School’'s YouTube channel.

Contact reporter Laura Coivin at
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221-
8143.

January groundbreaking possible for new Canton High stadium

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

goes a

yea NOI part of the dis
trict's $275 million bond program
passed by voters in 2020.

At a Nov. 28 meeting of the Ply-
mouth-Canton Community Schools
Board of Education, Derek Dinkeloo, a
partner at TMP Architecture, gave
members an overview of the plans.

The new stadium, which will be the
third for the district’s three-high-school
campus, will be located in the northeast
corner of the Plymouth-Canton Educa-
tional Park near the Joy and Canton
Center roads’ intersection.

A January 2024 groundbreaking is
tentatively planned.

“The stadium will have the football
field, striped for other sports, and the
track around it, (and) bleachers around
the home and visitor side,” Dinkeloo

hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK
Northville Record (USPS# 396880) is published
weekly (Thursday) by Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 160 W Fart Street, Detroit, Ml 48226
Periadicals postage is paid at Detroit, M| and at
additional mailing offices

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Customer
Service, PO Box 5830, Augusta, GA 30916

Newsroom Contacts:

Stephanie Angel, Executive Editor
Office: 517-377-101
sangel@gannett.com

Follow us on Faceboook: @O0EHometown

Subscription Rates:
Newsstand price: $1.50
$65 per 12 months home delivery

Home Dellvery:

ustomer Service. 866-887-2737
Mon .-Fri. 8:30 am. to 4 p.m.
sunday 7:30 a.m. to noon
Afterhours, leave voicemail
Email: cserv@dnps com

Advertising Policy:

All advertising published in this newspaper is
ibject to the conditions stated in the applicable
ate card, copies of which are available from the

advertising department. We reserve the right not

to accept an advertiser's order. Our ad-takers
have no authority to bind this newspaper and
nly publication of an ad constitutes acceptance
f the advertiser's order.

New Stadium Site Plan

said, noting the stadium will include
seating for 1,400 on the home team'’s
side and about 400 on the visitor side.
The new addition to Canton High
School’s Phase 3 complex, he said, will
include a large multipurpose room,
along with two team rooms and rest
rooms. An entry plaza with a concession
stand and ticket booths will connect the
new stadium and the new addition.
“All the spaces can be entered from
either the stadium side, the outside, or

Plans show
the site and
scope of a

new
stadit

Canton High
School.
PLYMOUTH-
CANTON

11\'s COMMUNITY
i SCHOOLS

from the addition side on the interior
depending on what the functionis at the
facility,” Dinkeloo said.

Nick Brandon, P-CCS executive di-
rector of communications and market
ing, said the district did not have archi
tectural renderings available to show
how the new facilities will look.

Brian Gesaman, project manager
with McCarthy & Smith, Inc. Construc-
tion Services, said the district received a
total of 116 bids from various contractors

interested in the project.

The high volume of bids, he noted,
was likely due to the potential for off-
season V\'(lrk

! erest we received was
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board members noted collaboration in
the decision to build the new facilities.

“Some of the impetus behind a third
stadium was to also support our middle
school sports,” Trustee Patti McCoin
said. “Our middle school principals
were very collaborative in the whole
process of needing a track because we
lost a track at Central and also lot a track
at the PARC...and so this is also to help
support our middle school athletics.”

Treasurer Patrick Kehoe agreed.

“These things have stakeholder input
from the athletic directors, from.. pa-
rents, teachers, students,” he said.
“Community is part of all these things.”

Completion of the stadium is cur-
rently planned for September 2024.
Completion of the Phase 3 addition is
projected for October 2024.

Four finalists chosen for Wayne city manager position

Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

WAYNE — The search for Wayne's
next city manager is down to four can-
didates.

City council voted unanimously
during a meeting Tuesday, Dec. 5, to
conduct a second round of interviews
with Wayne Police Chief Ryan Strong
and three others currently serving in
surrounding communities — Mo
hamed Ayoub, Ken Marten and Diane
Webb. Council pared down their op-
tions from an original pool of seven
candidates.

Council will schedule a special
meeting, likely in the next two weeks,
to conduct a second round of inter
views. Finalists will also be asked to
meet with the city’'s department
heads.

“I'd like to see the candidates come
back and speak more about what they
can do for the city,” Councilman Kevin
Dowd said. “I think that interview
would translate better to being able to

make a business decision.”

The new manager will replace Lisa
Nocerini, who abruptly resigned in Au-
gust to take a city manager job near
Grand Rapids. Nocerini is a named de-
fendant in an ongoing federal case
brought by Mark Blackwell, a city critic
who claims Nocerini and other city offi-
cials violated his First Amendment
rights and falsely accused him of a mis-
demeanor during a police chief hiring
process in 2019.

Multiple council members and city
department heads openly threw their
support behind Strong, the city’s long-
time police chief, who's also been the
acting city manager since Nocerini's de-
parture. Strong has been with the city’s
police department for over 20 years.

“Chief Strong really blew me away
with his interview. He had some strong
points he brought up,” Councilman
Donald Quarles said. “He’s already em
bedded into our city, and 1 believe his
vision he has moving forward is an ab
solutely great vision for us.”

Webb is the superintendent of Red
ford Township, where she’s been for

three years. Multiple council members
identified Webb as the most qualified
candidate for the job.

“My overall recommendation would
be Webb,” Dowd said. “That’s based on
her experience and based on her depth
that applies to the job.”

Ayoub is currently the planning di-
rector for the City of Westland. Ayoub
has been with Westland since 2019 and
previously worked as a lecturer for
Eastern Michigan University.

“I think he has a lot of upside,” Mayor
John Rhaesa said of Ayoub. “He is an up
and coming person that people are
looking at. I think he’d be a great fit for
us.

Marten works as a clerk and village
administrator for Bingham Farms,
where he's been since 2018. He has also
worked for Lathrup Village.

Councilman Matthew Mulholland
moved to offer Marten the job, but his
motion did not receive support and,
consequently, was not voted on.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or
734-311-0659.
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Kickstart Toddler Soccer plans
new facility in Plymouth Township

Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

PLYMOUTH TWP. — Kickstart Tod-
dler Soccer plans to open a new location
in Plymouth Township.

Founded in 2010, the company serves
children age 18 months to 7 years old and
has locations in Livonia and seven other
Metro Detroit communities.

“We have about 8,500 toddlers that
come through our program every year,”
said owner Frank Schodowski ata Dec. 7
meeting of the Plymouth Township
Planning Commission. “(Plymouth
Township) probably will be our biggest
site,oncewegetitupand running. Thisis
an area we've been looking at for a long
time to put on our map.”

Schodowski plans to open the busi-
ness in a vacant 9,000-square-foot
building at 14556 Jib St. in the Metro

Taxpayers

Lawmakers may consider
reimbursing communities

Clara Hendrickson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Taxpayers in metro Detroit commu-
nities in two state House districts are
slated to foot the bill for special elec-
tions Gov. Gretchen Whitmer sched-
uled after Democratic representatives’
mayoral wins left the party without a
majority in the Legislature’s lower
chamber.

Michigan election law gives Whitm-
er unilateral power to decide when to
hold special elections.

After swearing-in ceremonies for
former state Reps. Kevin Coleman, D-
Westland, and Lori Stone, D-Warren,
following their mayoral victories,
Whitmer added two election dates to
2024: a Jan. 30 special primary election
and an April 16 general election for the
13th and 25th House districts.

Next year's crowded election calen-
dar could mean additional costs for tax-
payers residing in those mmunities
A House-passed | t would 1|
required the stat ¢

AVE

governments f« Y e

don’t coincide with other contests al

ready on the calendar stalled in the

Senate before the end of the year.
Some officials have called on state

lawmakers to pass a supplemental

funding measure to cover the costs of

Mich. GOP

Todd Spangler
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Time was, a voter could rely on Mich-
igan's presidential primaries being pret-
ty cut and dried: Both major parties,
same date, pick your ballot, vote.

And that was only three years ago.

Next year, however, it's going to be
more complicated, especially for Re-
publican voters, who are going to see
Michigan'’s role in the national nomina-
tion evolve into a two-step primary/
convention process spaced out over at
least five days.

We're going to explain how that proc-
ess will work below. But first, it's impor-
tant to know a few things. First, we're
only talking about Michigan's part in
deciding the major party nominees for
president, not those for other offices like
U.S. senator or congressperson, with
those primaries still on the first Tuesday
in August.

Second, this is happening courtesy of
the Democratic National Committee,
and President Joe Biden, who decided to
revamp a calendar they believed gave
too much sway to lowa and New Hamp-
shire, which traditionally have gone
first. In doing so, they (and ultimately
the state Legislature and Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer) moved Michigan'’s primary up
to the fourth Tuesday in February,
which in next year’s case is Feb. 27.

Michigan goes fourth nationally and
aweek before the slew of Super Tuesday
states. (And that doesn't count the fact
that New Hampshire is violating new
Democratic rules that moved it back in

West Industrial Park located northwest
of the M-14/Sheldon Road interchange.

Becausethesiteiszoned forindustrial
use, the indoor recreation use proposed
by Kickstart required the planning com-
mission to consider a special land use re-
quest and hold a public hearing.

The planning commission evaluated
the request against six criteria that must
be met before special land use can be re-
quested, including, for example, intensi-
ty and scale of the use in comparison to
surrounding uses and conditions and
consistency of the township's master
plan.

A similar indoor recreational facility,
The Ninja's Edge, is located nearby off
Helm Street.

McKenna, the township’s planning
consultant firm, shared a report outlin-
ing the criteria and noted the plan com-
plied with all requirements.

Plymouth Township resident Dale

Bernhardt was the only member of the
public to speak at the public hearing
asking whether the business would pro-
vide security for children attending
classes.

Schodowskisaid the facility wouldin
clude 10 cameras and auto-lock doors.

The program, he said, is based on de
velopment of skills and does not include
games with spectators, although scrim-
mages would be held.

“Scrimmages are a way for toddlers to
implement what we've been working on
inthoseclasses,”hesaid. “Parents arere
quired to stay on site while the classes
aregoingon. At18-month and 2-year-old
rangesthey are required to participateon
the field with their toddler, then 3 and up
they have to stay on the side.”

Schodowski also said he plans tosub-
let the space, when not in use by Kick
start, tosoccer, baseball, lacrosse or oth-
er local sports organizations who would

benefit from a turf-training facility

The planning commission unani
mously approved the special land use re
quest.

Planning Commission Chair Dennis
Cebulski said he was glad to see im
provements to the building's exterior

“Compliments to you because I did
see the before and after pictures of the
landscaping and you did clean up the
outside,” he told Schodowski. “Good luck
toyou. Thanks foryourinvestmentinour
community.’

It wasn't clear when the new facility
would open

In addition to Livonia, other Metro
Detroit area locations of Kickstart Tod
dler Soccer include Flint, Fraser, Oxford,
Livonia, Sterling Heights, Shelby Town
ship, Troy and Warren.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221
8143.

will spring for special elections

the upcoming election anyway.

Westland Clerk Richard LeBlanc es-
timates it will cost about $360,000 to
administer the special elections plus
possible additional costs to rent polling
location venues after one of the school
districts in the city is not allowing him
to use their buildings. Detroit Clerk
Janice Winfrey estimates it will cost
city taxpayers $180,000 to $200,000.
Warren Clerk Sonja Djurovic Buffa gave
a rough estimate of $200,000. Canton
Township Clerk Michael Siegrist said
he doesn’'t know how much the special
elections will cost taxpayers in his com-
munity, but doesn’'t expect a substan-
tial amount, estimating around $12,000
in payroll costs plus additional costs
such as overtime for election staff costs
and postage for absentee ballots.

Wayne Clerk Tina Parnell was un-
able to provide a cost estimate as of
Monday. Dearborn Heights Clerk Lynne
Senia did not respond to messages
from the Free Press.

During her tenure as governor,
Whitmer has scheduled a dozen special
elections, but the most recent ones
mark the highest-stakes such contest
she’s called vet with continued Dem
ne ( eq ed SOme
tions on the calendar such as a 2019
special primary to fill a vacant House
seat after former state Rep. Sheldon
Neeley, D-Flint, won his city’'s mayoral
election. “While elections always come
with a cost, by holding the general elec-

plan seizes

the calendar and won't see Biden cam-
paigning there as a consequence). So it
could, theoretically, give the state a lot
more clout politically, especially if Dem-
ocrats keep the same calendar in the fu-
ture.

But that day violates the Republican
National Committee’s (RNC) rules - still
very much in effect - that say the only
presidential contests before the begin-
ning of March are supposed to be those
in lowa, New Hampshire, Nevada and
South Carolina. And it wasn't going to
change them just to please a Democratic
president or members of his party who
have long argued that lowa and New
Hampshire were not representative
enough of the rest of the country to give
them such prominence.

So Michigan Republicans have spent
months working with the RNC to 1) keep
all their delegates to the national nomi-
nating convention in Milwaukee next
summer, many of which they would lose
by simply awarding those delegates to
whomever wins the primary Feb. 27, and
2) have that Feb. 27 public primary
count for something.

And they did, but it does require
some explanation.

The primary will look like
any other but ultimately decide
only a portion of delegates

If you're new to the world of presi-
dential nominating contests, they are
essentially about deciding how many
delegates acandidate will receive from a
given state to cast their votes for him or
her at the national nominating conven

tion on the date of an already sched-
uled election costs are able to be re-
duced,” Whitmer's office said in a 2019
press release announcing the special
election dates.

Asked about her decision not to use
other election dates on the calendar
this time, Whitmer told reporters, “it
was important that we move swiftly so
that these communities can have rep-
resentation in the Legislature.”

Wiill lawmakers try to reimburse
special election costs?

State Rep. Veronica Paiz, D-Harper
Woods, introduced a bill at the start of
the year to reimburse communities that
administer special elections on dates
that don’t coincide with other regularly
scheduled elections. It passed with
widespread bipartisan support in the
state House, but the Senate Elections
and Ethics Committee never held a
hearing on her bill.

Paiz said lawmakers could have pre-
dicted Coleman and Stone’s mayoral
victories. “I'm disappointed that this
hasn’t passed the Senate yet,” she said

Th (N O was ght 1

D tht (.

year. “We don'’t typically take up policy
bills that have an appropriations com
ponent without first ensuring first that
funding is allocated in the budget, and,
up until last month, these special elec-
tions were only hypothetical,” Moss

said in a text message. "Now that they
are set, we'll have further conversa-
tions about next steps.”

Coleman - who voted for the bill
said he wants to ask Democratic legis-
lative leaders to pass a supplemental
appropriations bill to reimburse local
communities for the costs of holding
the special elections. “1 would encour:
age the Legislature to help these locals
out, because that's a lot of money,” he
said. The Secretary of State’s office also
plans to ask lawmakers to appropriate
funds to reimburse communities. Ei-
ther way, taxpayers - whether those re-
siding in the communities holding spe-
cial elections or across the entire state
- will pay for the additional costs asso-
ciated with the two additional elections
on the calendar.

Some of the clerks kicking off their
busy election year early with the Jan.
30 special House primaries for the va
cant seats, said they've never had to
administer so many elections in a sin-
gle year. And they said for the first time,
they'll send out absentee ballots for two
separate elections simultaneously be
tween the Jan. 30 special primary and

Al

some to put the wrong ballot in the re
turn envelope. Winfrey said she also
worries about “voter fatigue.”

“This not the year where we want a
low voter turnout for (the) presidential
election,” she said.

increased significance

tions held each presidential election
year during the summer.

Since we're talking about Republi-
cans here, they have 2,470 delegates to
be selected nationally, spread across the
states, with a candidate needing 1,236 to
become the nominee. (This comes from
the Green Papers, an online site that
methodically tracks the ins and outs of
the nominating and voting process;
Democrats, by the way, have 4,541 dele-
gates, with 2,271 needed to nominate.)

Michigan Republicans will, barring
some change, award 55 delegates in all.
And, if all goes according to plan, they
shouldn't lose a single delegate either,
even with a portion being awarded in
proportion to the results of a primary
held before March.

Just like any other recent primary
year, registered voters in Michigan
wanting to vote for a presidential candi-
date from the Republican or Democratic
field in 2024 will get that party’s ballot
and do so (either through early voting,
requesting and returning an absentee
ballot, or in person at their polling
places on primary day).

But not all of the Republican’s 55 del-
egates will be awarded according to that
popular vote. Instead, 16 so-called at
large delegates (meaning they re not be-
ing doled out to the candidates accord
ing to congressional districts, which will
come into play later) will be awarded.

Then comes the state
nominating convention

Michigan Democrats, that's
their primary vote will sort out

For
about it

which candidates get 117 of their 140 del
egates, with the rest being unpledged
delegates we used to refer to as “super-
delegates.” (In the primary, Democratic
presidential candidates need at least
15% of the primary vote to receive any
delegates, 40 of whom are awarded
statewide and the rest split according to
the winners in Michigan’s 13 congres-
sional districts.)

Republican candidates, however,
have to go through another step in the
process: a state convention to be held on
Saturday, March 2.

There - presumably at one as-yet
unnamed site, though it could be at sev-
eral if the state Republican Party were to
decide otherwise - the remaining 39
delegates are to be awarded according
to a vote df convention participants
(who are also called delegates but that's
confusing). Those participants will be
selected in each of the state’s 13 con-
gressional districts. (Those convention
participants will be selected at county
GOP meetings across the state on Feb.
15.)

In essence, the nominating conven-
tion will consist of 13 separate conven-
tions, one for each congressional dis-
trict, with the presidential candidates
(or perhaps their surrogates) going
around and campaigning before each
group takes a vote. Each gets three dele
gates to award, adding up to 39 in all.

If a candidate gets a majority of the
congressional  district participants’
votes, he or she gets all three delegates.
If no one gets a majority, then the candi
date with the highest tally gets two and
whoever comes in next gets one
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Wayne-Westland schools cut
staff, talk private bus service

Shelby Tankersley
AN

WESTLAND Wayne-Westland
Community Schools employees say re
cent layoffs and talk of privatizing dis
trict transportation services feel like a
slap in the face

Both actions are happening following
the recent discovery of a budget short-
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