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PAUL FOLINO

Mr. Folino, would you tell us about your backgro@nd

My name is Paul Folino. | was born right here inrtRwille. In fact, | was born on East
Main Street, above the building that was owned anifactures National Bank, actually
above the Paul Johnston Real Estate office. Mysftled there with a great aunt of mine
for several years until they bought their first lorivly parents’ names were Lois and
Josephine Folino. My wife’s name is Maggie, andfoemer name was deLiero. She is
originally from the Garden City area. She was horHighland Park. | have two
daughters, one daughter, the oldest one, Terresa,Ahe is now 28, sorry 29. My
youngest daughter, Paula Maria, 22.

Where did you move from the location on East Maie&, do you recall?

Sure, we moved to 353 East Cady Street, that'sewverlived for many years until, as a
matter of fact, 1936 is when dad bought a homeauritSCenter Street, 254 South
Center, until, of course, | was married, that waSQ, and for just a few months after
marriage, we rented a place in Garden City untdgartment here in Northville was
ready, and then my wife and | moved into the apantnhere in Northville, which was at
132 East Main, above the Northville Drug Store. NVed there for approximately, let's
see, until 1953, then we bought a home at 353 Eady Street, we lived there until
1964, and we purchased a home on South Centet,Straewas at 210, that house is
now gone, and the city bought that property forgheking lot there. | moved that house
out to Portis Road, near the corner of Five Mil@a&and it still remains out there.

What was the purpose of moving that house?

I did not want to see that old beautiful home dBgd. | didn’t want to see a bulldozer
hit that one. So | bought a piece of property bete and at that time is when the
consideration of the township and the city merging that didn’t turn out, so |
eventually sold that home because it was in theriBbyp and | was then on City
Council, and | had to remain in City limits or etsige up my Council seat. There, we
lived there at 210 South Center until 1970, yesesinwvas elected to City Council in "69.
So in 1970 we built our new home which we are pregdiving in at 20556 Clement, in
the City of Northville.

One thing we didn’t ask was what year were you Born

Oh, I'm sorry. | was born February 8, 1929.

Where did you go to school?
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Right here in Northville. This is kinda hard | ggegve been in every building in
Northville School System. The present grade schaal built in 1936 or 1939. | used to
read it all the time it was right on front of theilding, | used to read it all the time, |
believe it 1936. That was the one on Main Stre&t Was referred to as Grade School.
That came to as a result because our former gcdm®bkbuilding burned down about
two or three years earlier.

And where was that one located?

That was located directly in back of what is noe Board of Education Office or the

Old High School on Main Street. The grade schotlally faced Cady Street and after
that building burned down, then for two or threarnge until they were able to construct a
new grade school, we had classes in different placslorthville. One of the places we
had classes was in the old Lapham State Bank, wimshon the corner of Main and
Center, which is now where Orin Jewelers is hou$hkdt was one of the places, | could
remember the big walk-in safe that was in thatdig. | don’t know, it might still be in
there, in the back being used by Orin Jewelersalste went to classes in what used to be
three homes that sat to the west of what is noy Igal properties or the fire house and
what is the community building presently sets. ©hthem, | can still remember as being
the Brockway home. Those three homes, and theramaker, the Jarvis. | remember
because she was one of our first grade teachershanlived in one of those homes.
Those houses were either rented or purchased kol for classrooms, and we had
our classes there. For one short period of timehadeanother vacant building in town,
and | believe it was on the South side of Main &tréhat was used for just one year
only, that I can remember. But the bank was usedizmhomes were used, until the new
school was built, and then we moved into that.

That's very interesting, | haven't heard anyonéabbut that or referred to a school burning
down.

Oh gosh, that was real big thing that happenedvimt and that was a major catastrophe
when our school burned down. Everybody was dewatay the burning of our grade
school and what'’s going to happen to the childrexdigcation.

That must have been a frame building.

No, it wasn't, it was a brick building. As a matt#rfact, it was almost identical to the
present Board of Education building. And | can alsmember the old fire escapes, that
the fire escapes which were also on the high schdware they used to have these big
tubes, they would go up the side of the building] they had a little doors inside of the
classrooms, and in the event of a fire, just jumghe tube and slide to the ground from
the second story, it had those on that buildiragn remember two of them for sure, one
on each side of the building, because the onesvidxa on the back of the high school,
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and the ones that were on the back of the gradtbhilding were close, maybe thirty
feet apart, because of the size of the buildingwlzes back there. | remember that
because we used to have fire drills and we’d Ibva, inside toboggan slides.

After the school was built and you were in the rmwding, how long were you there, was that
K-87?

No, that was K-6. And then, at that time, we hadngor high which was then in the

former high school building, which was for seveatid eighth grade. And for as many
years as | can remember, Ida B. Cooke was the JHigb School teacher. She was the
principal of the Junior High also. She taught n@#isses. She was just an absolute angel,
she was good, she was firm, and let me tell ya&rgwdy loved her and we all miss her
from the day she passed away.

That's interesting. And then for high school?

Then for high school, was in the same building¥dr2 and | graduated with the class of
1947. As a matter of fact, last year in '87, wasfirst class reunion we’ve had, it was
the fortieth class reunion.

Did you have a good turnout?

Yes, as a matter of fact, we located and had alB(@%4t turn out of our former
classmates. We had lost, | believe, seven of @asahates. And talking to many of the
chairmen of other class reunions, and they weteajosolutely shocked that we had that
big a turnout. There were only three or four pedip&t we totally could not locate.

That's remarkable. So, what you're telling me iatta fair number of those people stayed around
here. Are many of them still here in Northville?

No, very few of them are still remaining in Northej several of them moved for job
transfers, one couple came from California, Wisanrfdorida, Texas, they came from
all around, they came from Northville to all theyata the UP. We have another one that
lived down in the Monroe area, I'd say that a gawahy of them live within driving

range of Northville. We have some that live in L@ and back in should | say, “our
days,” part of Livonia, from Merriman Rd west catoeour high school ‘cause Livonia
had no schools at that time. Several of those pewpb came from the
Merriman/Farmington Road area still remain in LiiarNow that group really stayed
close to home.

Who can you recall who stayed in Northville proper?

Let’s start out with some of the fellows that | @ound with. David Schultz lives up on
East Street, Dean lttzle lives up around South Edyainne Weaver married... name was
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Stiener, Betty Eash Sutton. The ones that moshtiycmoved from Northville after
retirement was the Ruten twins, and they live auhe Whitmore Lake and South Lyon
area. Charles Freyd|, who was the Freyd| stor&omthville, gee, it's hard to remember
them.

What did you participate in, in High School? Diduyparticipate in sports?

| was very limited in the participation of sporthd first three years of High School |
could not because between junior high and sengir, hhiihad an accident, | was
horseback riding and out at Seven Mile and OrcBande, the horse shied and went
across the road and we were hit by a car. My tigghtvas under the horse when we went
sliding across the pavement. And to make a longy stioort, | ended up with a very
serious infection in my right leg, and was hosptad and had the top of my knee carved
out. It took almost three years for it to heallte point where | could do things. Dr.
Russell Atchison was my doctor at that time anddeen since | was born. He'’s the
greatest man who ever lived, I'll tell you, he’sjabsolutely wonderful, not only as a
doctor, but as a person, and very caring and coadattoctor from the old school. His
patients always came first to him. But anyway, kwat able to play any sports until the
last few weeks of my Junior High, and then, of seut tried out for basketball. | was
never really good at basketball, there seemed tolieof a problem between the floor
and the top of my head, and that was weight. Batdht few weeks I tried out for the
football team of course, but | was not able to gega very strenuous man to man
engagements. | was kicking, | could do the kickasfél the extra point, but | had to turn
go away to avoid getting hit, to avoid breakingtiip scar tissue on my leg there. It did
happen once, and it was quite a serious thinghsal lto be careful. But by my senior
year, | was able to play football full time, soldyed my last year, high school football,
and basketball, I had fun.

Given your history of involvement in the communityyonder if you engaged in any political
activity within the high school. For example, stntleongress, or run for any offices of any
clubs, things of that nature that would kind ofgaee you for the community service that you
have?

No, but | did engage in some political activity. @hJean Steinof was running for the
Queen and | was a very staunch supporter. Sevieual formed a campaign committee
and went around signs and handed out, should resymes, and we were successful in
doing that. So she was the Queen for the schobyéaa. | still remember the slogan |
came up with that year, and it was, “Don’t be ahé&éote for Jean.” | guess that kind of
carried over because when | was running for cityned, my slogan was, “Get on the
ball, and Vote for Paul” or “I'm for you, Vote fane.”
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One of the things | was interested in materiathenmaterial you gave us was your involvement
in the building of Allen Terrace, the Senior Citizg Apartment up on High Street. Would you
like to tell us about the beginning of that, howaime about, how it started, and then, of course,
the fusion it's been up for about ten years, Ikhjost ten years?

Yes, as a matter of face, last night, we went uphfe tenth year anniversary party. | first
elected to the city council in 1969. My first inveiment with city politics was when | ran
unsuccessfully in 1961 for a council seat, they $avas just a young punk and really
didn’t know what | was talking about to becometg councilman. But | learned, and
ever since, | turned 21, | have voted in everytaacexcept one school board election,
that | missed out on when | was out of town that, dlaid not get back on time. | feel

bad to this day that | missed out on a electidrad to go up into the thumb area that day,
and my work at that time took longer than | expéctend by the time | got back, it was
8:30, so it was too late to vote and felt real badade no comments about the running of
the school system that year, for that two yeargogmntil the next election, because | felt
that if | didn’t vote, | didn’t have the right taiticize. You can compliment, but don't
criticize, because you didn’t vote. I've always hhadt philosophy and I've never stayed
with it ever since. After | was elected to counsg#em some senior citizen housing being
built in Gaylord and Kalkaska, because at that tiwewere going up into that area, we
had a little summer place in Kalkaska, and we usddke quite a few drives around the
area, and it was interesting once | seen the hgummg built in Gaylord, so that
summer especially, we drove up there several timgent in and talked to the city
officials there as to how they were building it dmalv they were funding and things of
this nature. That was being funded through theddin8tates, really via Federal
Government. They build senior citizens complex aikaska, and again, | was very
interested in that. So | went and talked, as aanaftfact, | talked to the man who was
the chairman of that building complex, who was EpMcNeil up in Kalkaska. We had
several conversations about that. They were gediimgst 100% funding for those
buildings at that time. So | came back to our cduard said, “Hey, | think that there’s
something going on out there that we may not bea@wh” So | explained the program, |
brought pictures, back of the complexes being lautt explained to them, | had all my
notes at that time from there. The council wasfawdrable at all towards the project, as
a matter of fact, | got some very nasty commentderta me. “We don’t need it,” “We
don’t want it. Our citizens here are fluent enotiggtt we don’t need a Senior Citizen’s
Complex.” So | kept pressing the issue. Finallyeraébout two years to shut me up, |
guess, because that was the comment that was fdeléwe’ll shut you up and get a
committee going.” That was a housing commissiohyba had to form first of all, and it
was thought then who were to apply for the fedienadling, and what have you. Out of
the seven members | believe, five were peoplelthatl asked to serve on that
commission because nobody else was interestedimgasome of their people to serve.
So we finally got it, but by the time we formed tt@mmission, and got underway,
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during that year, that it took us to do this, teddral funding became... well | guess you
might say the pan dried up real good. By this tiev@ugh interest had occurred,
especially with the members of the housing commisghey were very enthused about
this project. So they kept pressing the issue alsd,to make a long story short, we
ended up funding Allen Terrace from our own loaagrnment. So the City of

Northville is who funded Allen Terrace. We did meteive any State or Federal funding
so we could set our own rules and regulations f@mATerrace. As it turns out, it's been
a very, very nice project. Last night when | washgre for the tenth anniversary, some
of those people who have been there all that tirsegwear by the place, they just tell me
how wonderful it was, and several of them commentedul, you really did a lot of

work on getting this building.” But like | told hint says, “It takes more than one
person.” It finally took the council and the hougicommission to get together and if you
have cooperation, you can accomplish a lot.

Would you recall for us the other people servingt@at commission?

| remember there was John Stewart, Nancy Schudizph boy, isn't this terrible, |
should be able to name every one of those, betinns that time has taken a little bit of
memory, ah well. | could look them up, that woulro problem, | could look up the
original member of that...

Tell us, them, about you were able to get fundmfrehat was it... a bond issue?

Yes, it was a bond issue that the city was ablgetgassed by the State of Michigan
Municipal Finance Commission. We sold the bondstarglis how we were able to build
the present structure. And we, of course, plardtbanto it. They have about 120
residents, although there is one hundred roomsusecsome are couples. Total capacity
is about 120, but gosh, we could fill another healdunits right away. If we had 100

units available right now today, we could fill them

| feel sure that’s true and I live in Northville Waship, and I’'m not eligible for this...

You're eligible for this, but you're low on the prity list. First criteria is City residence,
and then the longevity of those persons that haea here the longest, move higher up
the ladder. Consequently, this is how we filledNibw, when we first started, of course,
we did not have that many people in the City thahted to move in there, so were able
to open it up to other residents other than Citiiak gotten to the point where there are
S0 many city residents be in there, that the atheggories are kind of low on the priority
list.

It certainly has been very successful and it's &éide director. | spent 200 hours there one
summer, volunteering as part of a degree requiremeaerontology. | worked closely with
Fran Milken.
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Yes, we're very pleased with her. Been pleased gthsince the day she come to Allen
Terrace.

You said in here that you are on the original biéaation committee, would you like to talk
about that?

Oh, 1 did one of the projects, | was never onGleenmission.
So what project did you do?

That was the planting of the oak barrels in Notta\City with the evergreen trees. That
was a project | started, | contacted a liquor camypzut of New York and they had a
warehouse here in Detroit, and | was able to oliteroak whiskey barrels from them,
and they donated all the whiskey barrels for tteggat. | would go down to Detroit with
my car and trailer, and bring the barrels out hanel at first, | was cutting them up
myself, but that got to be a pretty big project.I8eent to the high school, and talked to
the shop teacher, and they thought it would besatgiroject for the younger students. So
| took the first barrel up there, showed them pastically cut them in half and try to keep
them as even as possible. Then we stained thethwo®d stain, and they also did that
for me. This became a class project for them faclwkchool gave them credits on doing
the barrels and helped me to beautify the cityesstelhen | went out to Greenridge
Nursery and said, “Hey, | got to have little evexn trees that will fit in these barrels
and how much will you charge me for these treeciwhiill be distributed in the city.”
Well, it turned out that an old barrel filled wittrt, because we filled the barrel right
there at the Nursery. John Miller was very enthussalit the project and he was right
out there with a shovel with me, shoving dirt itite barrels. We put the evergreen trees
into the barrels and | believe the little treesevabout thirteen dollars. No, I'm sorry, the
very first year we were able to do that, we werle &b sell the barrels complete to the
tree, and | would deliver them to the merchantsragéh my own car and trailer, with
the help of John Miller to load them. They were $0For the merchant. By the time we
finished uptown the next year, the cost of thested gone up and the cost of the barrels
was about $16.50 or seventeen dollars. The mershaere very pleased with having
them out in front there and of course stressingdbethat they had to be watered, and if
you don’t water them, they’re going to die. |, @iucse, cut in bottom of the barrels and
some stones in the bottom to keep moisture dowe tla@d keep them from being over-
watered, in case of severe rain. That was a vershwhile project. | enjoyed it, it took a
lot of time, a lot of work. At that time, my daugintused to go with me to dig and do
what she could to help. She used to take a shodetia what she could. She was quite
small. Twenty years ago, she was eight or ninesyelal, but she had her little shovel
there and she was shoveling dirt. That was Teregaldest daughter. With the help of
John Miller and Greenridge Nursery, John has darite @ number of projects in the
Northville at a very reasonable cost to help bé&athie City of Northville. So, we got the
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job done, the extra cost of course, was the redvgtaid and some paint brushes, which
of course, | bought for the school, and that whS@lred into the total cost of the barrel.
As a matter of fact, here’s the... no... that's notahe... right here... this is the letter
from Bea Carolson, who was the first chairman eflteautification committee here in
Northville sent me.

That's very nice, I'm sure you're very proud of tha

Oh yes, very much so, that's the reason | keaght here on the wall, in front of my
desk, because | thought it was very nice of heetad me that letter.

One of the things you mentioned is that you havekea for Northville Downs for a long time.
Would you like to talk about that?

Well, Northville Downs started in 1944, and I'vesked there ever since.
Is that right?

Yep.
In what capacity?

| first started out, | worked during the day tiniar, the sports service, taking and going
through the grandstand, picking up empty bottlemfthe, you know, the beer and pop
that they sold. Back then, there was no such thggerving them in cups, if you ordered
one, that's what you got. So | used to just pickhgbottles because the Downs had, you
know, their own sweepers, and they would do theakis. Then | would have to stack
them. My next job was cleaning out the refreshnségmids and loading the tanks up with
beer and pop for that next evening sale. |, of sewwould ice them down. Well then
after that would be going back into the commonsa ared getting all the hot dogs and hot
dog buns. We used to have to do it in steps, bediese were so many things that we
had to do to get ready for the day, so we would dosteps like that. By the time we got
to the early afternoon, we have all the bottle&gucup, stacked, and put up on what you
might call shelves. The refreshment stand all pdbuthe next night. Well then, by that
time we would be all through, so I'd go down to giregram department and they would
supply me with close to a hundred programs, arsetiuo go down to the barns and sell
them to the horsemen so they could see what wag @ui that night. | was paid a
commission of five cents a program. That kept m&ybu

You must have been pretty young to be satisfiet tiit.

Well, date back 44 years, that puts me into thegmatly of thirteen or fourteen years old
at that time. So, after | got through selling mggmams, I'd come home and have dinner,
and then I'd come back at night to the parkingpai;king cars. So that again would keep
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me busy throughout the early evening. Well, bytitme | got through parking cars, | was
pretty tired, because I'd have to be down at tleetspservice at 7:00 in the morning.
There wasn’t much time between 11:00 at night af@ ih the morning. During the
summer... the summer months, except Sundays, ofe&ouwss pretty well occupied
working, because | actually had three differensjdiat | did those first few years. Well
then, | eventually, | moved to work full time, dugi race time in the parking lot and the
line. | gave up the sports service work, but I glifl the programs for an extra couple of
years. Then | was put out on one of the parking#tes handling and collecting for the
parking. | think | was either fifteen or sixteenevhl was collecting money at the gates. |
stayed on that job for several years and then iti@yed me from there to a gate job,
which was a job which was a gate leading to the baga into the paddock area, at night,
which you might call a security job. Checking peofar their passes, and making sure
undesirables were not permitted through into thredar into the paddock area. The
drivers, once they came back out, | had to be theyeremoved their colors, just things
of that nature. | was on that job quite a few yeard enjoyed it tremendously. Then they
moved me to another gate when things were changeaa@, which was fine, that was a
gate between the grandstand area and the paddetkl amained on that job in the
admissions department up until now, although | hastewvorked in a booth for close to
ten years now. Now, | handle the box seat resemsitaind sales, the box seat season
tickets and | handle the daily sales each nigh&vie really enjoyed doing that. It's a
change of pace from my day work, but if | get appmients to go out on insurance sales,
or if | have a City council meetings or anythinkglithat, | of course, do not work that
evening at the track, because my insurance jolyibread and butter job. The other job
is a fun job, I've enjoyed it. I've seen the operatof this race track go from where they
said they hoped that they hoped they could get toua $25,000 a night handle. Of
course, today it is several hundred thousand doflar night handle. So I've seen it grow
from total infancy to what the racing industryaslay. Back at that time, there was only
the old Detroit race course which had the runnedsNorthville Downs, which had the
standard breed trotter and pacers. Other thantttegnly place you could see trotters
and pacers was at the county fair, where there negakes like today. That has become
a multi-million dollar business with the amounttafcks we have here in the state of
Michigan.

Do you follow racing generally out-state and arotimel country?

| enjoy reading about them, you know, in the neyspa and, of course, the big races,
like the Hamiltonian, and Falafraternities, and kiehigan Fraternity Stakes. | enjoy
reading about those and the horses that are campinigalways love to see the two and
three year old colts race. Because they are theefaif the racing industry, just as our
children are the future of our nation. So | alwaggoy watching the babies and how they
do the year after and the year after and how sdrtileem become the grand champions.
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A lot of people here have had real good horses.eSafrthem say today that Sunny
Fortune, who the Sprecers had, was a tremendoss.Has Alfred, out of Flint, had
some good horses. Some of the best raced up indekvState. Perry Williams out of
Birmingham had excellent horses. So the Michigaa &xas been well-represented
throughout the whole country.

That'’s very interesting. You mentioned in here §@i have been past president and Board
member of the Northville Community Chamber of Comree

Yes.
When were you president?

| was president of the chamber for two years. Téer wf 1979 and the year of 1980.
Prior to that, | was a board member appointedlitari open position of one of the Board
members who had to leave in 1978. We had the latiemal Festival at Northville

Downs back in those days. They asked me to, haw big the Board was, they had come
to me and asked me to handle the concessions tadtineal. My wife and me had been
known to put on a few dinners and cater a few batsgjoecause of what you might call
my cooking history from my Sweet Shop days. So wdtdturned out to be a profitable
food commission year, which it had not been in @ew years, with other people running
the food concessions. The following year, the chemeltlected me president. At that time,
the chamber really was not recognized. One guy, S$digssnot much more than a
formality to go to the meetings and have the pestiday well | did this and | did that
and now | need your approval.” At the first meetihgaid that this is a board with seven
different members, with seven different ideas, tede will be seven different speeches
at the meetings. | was just like the other membmnly, | presided over the meetings. |
wanted ideas, | wanted thought, | wanted work ftbmother six members also. I think
we had a very good working board. They were aly\ethused. | was very pleased with
the members and we started out to become a venlevpart of the community. When

the Main Street '78 was rejected by the voters antNille, | went to the City Council on
behalf of the chamber board and asked if we cakd bver that project. At that time |
was not on the city council, | had been prior tattftMain Street '78 came about from the
fact that when | was on city council, they askedtmsit. We had a few boarded up
buildings, some business that were failing in toWme business people were very
concerned. So, being a liaison between the bustcwemunity and the city council, we
set out to try to do something. We, at that timd,nbt know what that was going to be,
and the Main Street '78 project came up where we\geing to try to use the capital
taxes under the 1978 capital tax act. It was tudmun by the voters, and on behalf of
the chamber board, | went to the city council asked them if we could have that
project to see if we couldn’t get it passed. Thsitess community felt that we needed
something like that to boost business in the @tythey said sure, they couldn’t do
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anything with it, so sure, go ahead. They kindackhed at time, but that | believe, they
felt that how could we do it if they couldn’t. Agrilike | say, as the president of the
chamber, | had a good board. Without a board sac¢hat, nobody can accomplish
anything. It was seven of us, not one who accornetighe feat. Those seven people
went out, and we formed committees, and we hadlpéophe community, business
people, citizens interested in the future of thevotkown area. By the time we went all
through, we had gone door to door, passed oueksagxplaining the program,
explaining city property, the property was ownedly city residents, people that are in
by the citizens of the community owned the prop#rat we were going to renovate and
fix over. We must have had fifty or sixty peopleawent door to door and explained
this program to all the citizens. When the city maudid it, it was defeated by a 3 %2 to 1
margin. After our chamber got through with it, ame held a special election, and that
special election was not a cost to the city becatesdo that, we got all of the city
election workers to handle the polls for the dayil8s is how the enthusiasm built up. It
passed by better than a three to one margin. Thsiawcomplished within a four month
period. That's how we came about with our Main &tf&8 project. | was complimented
by the mayor at that time. He said, “Paul, youalidonderful job. If it had not been for
you, this would not have come about.” | said, “Miayor, | will take that as a
compliment to the Chamber Board,” and | did atrtbgt meeting and told them we had a
compliment from the mayor. So again, like | sagouldn’t do these things alone, there’s
nobody that could do those things alone.

The mayor at that time was who?

Paul Graham, as a matter of fact, | was not on Cayncil at that time, because | ran for
mayor at that time, and he beat me out. That’s heas initially tapped for the Chamber
position, but still working for the City, althoudtwas not on City Council at that time.
The cooperation that we had throughout the ChantibeCity Council, they were just
overwhelmed by the change of the community onghigect. The business men were
just in their glory, they just couldn’t believe hahings had changed. Again, like | said, it
takes cooperation, it took the Chamber, the Cityried, the business, the citizens,
everybody put their best foot forward and workedsomething that has become a part
of the community. | would believe that without thappening... | would believe that
without that happening... that we would have beesoime serious trouble in Northville,
because of a lack of a good downtown businessosedtiyou have a strong business
section, you have a strong community.

You said that you have been involved in many chadivities, would you like to tell us about
that?

Well, of course, | belong to Our Lady of Victoryreaen Northville, I've been there all
my life. | became involved in some of their progdtVell, let's go back to the beginning
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when | was small. | started out of course beingl&ar boy at the church there. | started
out at the time when Father Woodstock was hereorganized the baseball games and
the activities which | participated in. | helpedarway, us older high school students
would help Father on how to play the game and lwhbat and things of that nature. It
was just a real fun thing to do to help the chubdtause it was just something, we
couldn’t do these things in school. This becamecasd sports activity. There were
several years, of course, in which | was not ablgdrticipate in sports because of my
knee, this gave me a good outlet to involve myisetliie sports field. | was able to do a
few things like this to help out. Then after thahen Father Headatat became the pastor
up here, | became very involved, | became an esdnaary Minister at our church.

Could we interject a note that means that you a@amunion Minister?

Yes right. Then Father Haybad was a great believiamilies to have them together at
different things. So he had them together at diffieactivities putting on parties at the
church. Well, | became very involved with Fathelybad and helped to organize these
different activities and parties, along with otheembers of the congregation. | was just a
small part of the picture. Like | say cooperatidryou get two people that have an idea,
that's fine, but if you have five people that hakeat idea, you can carry it out. That is
what we did, it was almost like a spider web, watart out small, but before you know,
everyone was involved. We had some very succegsfttbgethers. We started the
Annual Church Picnic, which is still carried on &yd Father Dustin, the singing, banjo
playing priest, we had him out with Elma Santerow¥as a great accordionist. We had
them out several times for get-togethers. My wiid Abecame the cooks for the big
spaghetti dinners that we had at our church. These also fund raisers to help pay for
activities that actually went on and were a cosheochurch. We couldn’t dig into their
treasury because they didn’t have any for thisaioitting. We had to have little fund
raisers for this sort of thing, and this is howd it. So this is how our involvement was
with the church for many years. My wife and | paigated in many of these activities.
After Father Haybad left, we unfortunately didn&ve that many things going on. And
younger people coming in all the time, and it watdy for them to take over than us
older folks. If something came up at the churckas most happy to help participate in
those things again. It's been fun, it's been gatslpeen very educational, it's been very
friendly and nice, meeting many of the younger peeple coming into the church that
continue these sort of things, because it takesstivaof thing to keep the church
together.

Now you are a past president of the parents’ coan&astern Michigan University. How did
that come about?

Well, back when my oldest daughter, Teresa, wektstern for her first year at college
and they had a parents’ day. My wife and | werthparents’ day that they had for the
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new students and the parents. During one of ttemesthey said that under the law, that
the students were now eighteen and they would enceport cards and any information
or anything about them to the students themselMasy could tell the parents this. Well,
that upset me a little bit. And | said, “Wait, ai@u telling me that you’re not going to tell
me what daughter is doing here at school?” Hesaid said, “I think you're wrong.” He
said, “No, not according to law.” | said, “Well, wa minute, let's go back a little bit,
Mom and Dad is footing the bill.” So | says, “Sonteae along the line,” | says, “In the
Federal Government IRS income tax form, it sayth@me you are contributing more than
50% of a child’s care and upbringing, educatiord ahether it may be,” | says, “We
have the right to deduct them as a dependentitl) 9dow second,” | says, “It also says
that when they go to vote,” | says, “The critea ¥oting is where is their address.
Where is their address? It's at home. Where ig thrérer’s license? It's at home. So if
home is their home for all of these things whichegithem the right and gives me the
right to claim a dependent and them the right tie & home locally, and State and
Federal.” | says, “And them,” | says, “In my busssensurance,” | says, “Our criteria for
charging students is, where is their home regidténat is their Post Office mailing and
dependents of their parents. So if this all allolgdhe government, Federal and the
State, they set up the rules for charging the siuidsurance and what have you not. The
parents’ responsibility, under the present lawsays, “if this person is a person away at
college and they are away at college, and they Baxautomobile accident, the other
person can still come back and sue mother andrfatteays, “That’s been proven in the
courts already. So are you telling me that you wtell me anything about my daughter
over here?” | says, “I think that's wrong.” | saykchallenge that.” Well, they were all
taken back, you might say, about my statement. Bhe&/that we have several hours
before the visit day is over, how about we servdr to the school attorney and have
him look into it? So about two hours later, whenlveel another sit down orientation,
they came back and said, “Mr. Folino, you weretiitou do have the right to your
report cards, and information from the school, bseavhat you stated was right.” So
this is how that came about, and | guess it kirdagrecedent throughout the country,
because the parents then had a right to obtaimtioisnation from the school. | then
asked them, “I want this stuff mailed to me.” Swstis how that came about, and this is
when they asked my wife and me to sit on the pareouncil because they were just
starting the parent council. | think that year s year they started it. That was a
council that would eliminate some of the red tdpe students would have to go through
on different things. We also had fundraisers tofoayhat Eastern... we sent one of the
college teachers out to Texas for a seminar innagueirse. We had some grants for
some of the students and things of this nature. lAethained on that council, my wife
had to drop out because of her iliness at that,tshe just couldn’t physically handle
some of the things. But | remained on there forualhiwe years. It was a lot of fun. It was
a rewarding experience to go through to see wihraesaf the students have to go through
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and to see what they have to put up for. And hogeimse politics really, they really, they
would try to do something or they would go to arselor or go to the administration
and say they're having a problem with this. Andyteays that they’ll look into it and it
would be weeks before they hear anything. But anpleall to me, or another member of
the council, the problem would be cleared up by #fternoon. | had one case, that a
student knew me called, and said, “I have a vedygrablem in my dorm. | have been
after them to change me. | have been after thewéeks because one of these students
is smoking pot and | don’t want to be involved opaheres near it.” She had several
weeks of trying to get changed. | called over ttikeg afternoon and that evening she
was sleeping in another dorm. And this is the typthing the parents’ council can
accomplish and was set up for. It was a very reingrelxperience.

I'd like to go back to something that went on fra854 to 58, Paul's Sweet Shop, where was
that located, and could you tell us something abmatt?

Okay, that was a real sweet shop. It was a dairyWa had light lunches, you know
hamburgers, grill meals.

Where was that?

Well, we started out at 168 East Main Street aed the address was changed to 170.
They had a new building being built next door dmehtall of the addresses had to be
changed. But it's where the present Main Streeb&ais today. | believe the current
address is today, is 170 East Main Street. Thatkivea a model, how that came about,
my grandpa, in Rochester, Michigan at that timeinfil the time he was unable to
operate the store. He had a confectionate storéadéce cream and a soda bar, he had
of course, bread, milk, candies, and that timea¢abs were a big thing in those
confectionery stores. And then, my Uncle Patsymayher’s brother, had the same type
of store up in Holland, Michigan. Only in Hollante made his own candies, he cooked
his own chocolates. His big thing there was floécause his oldest son was in the
produce business. | went to my grandfather’s esargmer over in Rochester and spent
two to three weeks, spending my summer vacation iih and putzing around in the
store, although Grandpa was kinda a funny guy. Heted to do everything himself, he
wouldn’t let you do anything. | guess the only thincould do without having to press
him into a corner was go get the broom and sweap.IBan remember, he used to have
a cart that he would push in front of the storergweorning, and at one end of this great
big machine he roasted peanuts, and at the otlleneepopped popcorn. | used to sell the
bags to people walking up and down the street duha summer months. That was a
great thrill for me. That was my main job while &svthere. He took the inside and | took
the outside. But that was fun. And then, Uncle ydte made his own chocolate, and he
made his own ice cream. Which, for many years, avaig hit when people were into
homemade ice cream. Well, it started out thatwtedrug stores that we had at the time,
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which was Gunsell Rexall’'s Drugs and Northville Bsuthey both took out there soda
fountains. Leland Smith, who operated the EMB famtket, which stood for Edward

M. Bogart, he was the one who started that stbed'stwhere Genittis is presently today.
The Genittis bought it from the chain of owneraiirBogart Leland Smith to Ray Jerad
and on up. So Smitty, as everybody knew him asydgealso the post master in
Northville, and | were talking and | always wantedstart my own business, because |
figured that if | could make money for somebod\edisat | could make money for me.
So we had many a talks and the one thing that we eg with which was more his idea
than mine, was that if a few soda fountains goodliusiness, then why can’t one
survive. The only other place you buy ice crearBamdays was at the Cloverdales dairy.
We felt that there could be a successful secomy dtore in town. That's when | rented
the building that | was in from Don McDonald. Arteh bought the equipment from
Gunsell's Rexall's Drugs, and got (???7?) ice cregrwhich | felt was one of the best ice
creams. And we set up shop, and that became knsWwawa's Sweet Shop. Well, we
operated that, it was a successful venture we mémtlt was hard work. We opened at
10:00 a.m. and closed at 10:00 p.m. and you weleylif you got out of there by
midnight after you finished mopping, especiallyidgrthe winter. Then in 1952, | put
some pizza ovens in and had the first pizza pladgestern Wayne County. My cousin
who owned one called Mount Joy Pizzeria over onRlogd and Mount Street, he came
out and taught me how to make pizzas.

What was his name?

Stanley Penguary. My homemade chocolate business ahout, my Uncle Patsy

Filiano from Holland came down and showed me howéit down the ten pound slabs
of chocolate and mix peanuts, raisins, whateverwamnted to make and with the
chocolate melted down, you could make all of traifferent candies. He showed me
how to do that. That became a very successfulgbanty business because by the time |
had left the sweet shop, | had seven other outiatd would sell my candy to because
we boxed our candies. So we had some very nicesst@ne of our biggest accounts was
over in Walled Lake Buckmyer’'s Supermarket. Thelg solot of our candy. Then we

had Guernsey Farm Dairy, had a couple of outldts@ar candies. Then the old
Farmcrest Farms Dairy, they had about five plaaed,they sold our candies in there. So,
we had a very successful candy business. In 1368nisold out and went to work for an
uncle of mine, Frank Pobiano in Buchanan, Michigard he took over the
distributorship of the Rockola Coin Operated MBaxes or Jukeboxes for the state of
Michigan. When he first opened his new office ini#, he wanted my wife to work for
him, and then as soon as he got set up, then ldamrhe in. That worked out well,
because at that time, | had someone that wantedytout my Sweet Shop. So that's how
| went from the Sweet Shop business to the jukdhusiness.

Did you enjoy that?
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Yes, that was very interesting. That was stillna tays of the jukebox industry. There
was still a few incidents where jukeboxes were $redsip and one place got bombed. A
competitor of ours at that time, Seaburg Distribstg, and there were a few things like
that. When | say bombed, | mean somebody threwlatmococktail through the

window and newspaper came out, “Jukebox Center Bdib

What was the basis of that war?

Just competition. One guy would be jealous of tieioand they would try to steal his
stop and get the owner to put in his jukebox irteahe other guy’s jukebox. Then
they’d become mad at one another. There was d &boes of the Mafia being

involved, owning some of the routes. Which I’'m stirere probably was, there are some
people out to make a fast buck. I'm sure that sofriee unscrupulous business people
were involved in this. Unions were involved inTibe unions tried to unionize all the
workers and keep them from fighting one anothertantb cooperate a little bit more. It
wasn’t as bad as what the unions played it up t&€beld be that some of those things
that happened, would be a guy would buy a maclime he probably bought a Seaburg
Machine, and the thing gave him a lot of trouble.h® got mad and threw a cocktail
bottle through the front window. That would be @dime incident. People buy a car
today, and it turns out to be a lemon. There wasdhe incident several years ago when
that one guy bought a car, and it turned out ta l@mmon and ended up throwing rocks
through the front window. It's no different realljjhat was a good business, but | got
seriously injured when | was lifting a machine wheaeally shouldn’t have been and |
hurt my back in 1959. | ended up at University H@d@nd was supposed to be there for
ten days to find out why | was hurting so bad. Thaye me a myogram, a five inch
needle that they poke in your back. They hit thengrspot and | became paralyzed from
the waist down for the next two years. | laid on bbagk the whole time and with the hard
work of my wife, she would rub my back and rub ragd trying to get the circulation
back into them. | spent from December to the foitapApril, until | finally got out.

Then | came home, and my dad and my brother, imens Steve, he is the oldest of the
three of us children, and carried me out one arer edgch shoulder. | just couldn’t stay at
the hospital any longer. My cousin and Will Westay, next door neighbors, Earl
Paterson and his son Clarence, better known asndabtan Johnson, used to come
down. My cousin Monroe used to come down on Friagigits to take me up to the
football games or basketball games and they'd gbia& set on the end of the bleachers
for me. My dad and brother would come over eveghhand pick me up and try to get
me to move my legs, and so would my next door rmghEarl and Clarence, they
would also do that. That is what eventually helpedlto get back on my feet to walk
again. My daughter was only five months old attthme and | didn’t want to lay on my
back and watch her grow up.

You did it on drive and desire, didn’t you?
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Yep, and Dr. Westernburg at University Hospitdgltl her that | had to go home
because she wasn’t doing me any good there, ahttiad to go home and try this
myself. She didn’t want me to go. My wife was wartsiat that time, she had to work in
order for us to survive. Folks would take care wf daughter and I'd be at home
crawling around on my hands and knees trying toctse myself. Then stand up using
the kitchen chair, using it as a crutch to leanlbtook about two years and at that time, |
went back to University Hospital. | walked into M¥esternburg’s office and needless to
say, she was very shocked. | told her that somedag going to golf again and | was
going to bowl! again. | couldn’t get near the saec@as | did before. | bowl in the 190’s
and | golf in the mid to high 70’s. Today, whategeore | achieve is an accomplishment,
because the Doctor said | would never do that again

Well, now you're hunting, so you must do a lot ddliwng to do that.

| do a lot of tracking and a lot of seeking throulgh woods, looking for deer. | guess |
waited about seven years to play golf again aret attout seven holes, | had to quit. |
had to come in because | was hurting so bad, ddoaildly swing a club. | wore a plaster
cast from my waist up over my shoulders for tworgeand | wore a steel brace for about
eight to ten years after that. | still have troutadday with my back. But I've learned to
cope with it and do some of the things that helpet®ve some of the pressure on it. |
still doctor it. At times, I've had to consume & & aspirin to help ease the pain. But it's
something I've learned to live with.

It was probably in 1958, around right when you camteof the hospital when you started your
insurance business?

| got at the insurance business in 1961. | hada& for something that | no longer had to
do hard physical labor. | could have gone back théojukebox business and taking and
traveling around the state, but that would be & hard thing because I'd have to take
the machine with me to demonstrate the thing tefierators. Trying to take that thing
in and out of a station wagon would be a bit hard most of the times, it would be by
myself. That's when | seen an ad in the paper hatistwhat led me to what is now my
State Farm Insurance agency.

It now looks like you’'ve been very successful. aibeen in it for about 27 years.

Twenty-seven and a half years. It's like any othesiness, though, you only get out of it
what you put into it. It was the same thing asSkeet Shop. If | wasn't there every day,
| couldn’t make a goal. If I'm not here workingraly insurance business, | couldn’t make
the goal.

It's a very competitive business.
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Very competitive, and normal turnover of your ctede, just from the standpoint of
people moving into the community will consume 5024aur business a year. Other
factors, families have two or three cars, compeitjtrate-wise, quite often takes some of
your business. Moves--people transferring jobs,lgsa their business. You lose a
family who has five cars, a home, a snowmobilegtéage, a motorcycle, and all of a
sudden, the guy gets transferred to Wisconsin.obdave to write a lot of new business
to offset that. | guess 20% is a pretty average tbdusiness per year. So you have to
work hard to replace that, and if you don’t, yowéo work backwards and this is one
business you can’t do that in.

Do either of your daughters work for you?

My daughter, Paula, works for me. She is a studebt of M, so she only works part
time and, depending on her schedule, she may cawgterhidweek or on the weekends.
So she is over here working. Well, | guess youaaaly that both my daughters started
working for me when they were six or seven yeads ©hey learned how to file and so
they were my file clerks for all the years theywngp. My oldest daughter is a claim
representative for State Farm out of the claimg®efih Pontiac. So she has stayed with
State Farm. | wouldn’t be a bit surprised if Padd@sn’t do the same thing, although
music is her major. She loves the music industd/stre does a lot of singing, so | would
not be surprised if she pursues a musical backgroun

You certainly have been a mover and shaker in Nikthyou've been a great interview. It took
just a few questions and now | have lots of greaitenial for the historical society and the
library.

Well, remember, it's been wonderful living in Novtlie. I've had several opportunities
over the years to leave Northville, but | just nefedt like | wanted to leave. | can
remember in the winter time, when it used to gat i®y. Starting out on the East Lawn
San Hills, East Lawn Sanitarium is where Allen &egs is now. We used to slide down
from the top of that hill High Street all the wayMain Street on our sleds, turn left on
Main Street, onto South Center Street, all the dayn to Seven Mile, cut off at Edward
Hines Drive and Center Street.

In one run.
In one run.
You didn’t have to be a skier.

Oh no. We used to ski Baldwin’s Hill, which is th#l that goes up Sheldon Road. And
the first hill was Baldwin Hill. So we’d ski thaand sled East Lawn Hill. Those were the
days. This is what a lot of the entertainment wasng the winter months. A lot of the
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kids didn’t have the money to go to the shows ewggiat and recreation departments
were unheard of at that time. The only other atiisiwere those of the school, and those
were the sports, which were football, basketbalkli baseball. So we had to find our own
entertainment and those were some of the thingsbalid.

That's great. | see so many children being padbiese days. Spending their time in front of a
TV or these Nintendos and things like that.

The only thing we had in those days was being tablisten to a radio. The only time we
could do that was when our parents weren't listgminthe news, and then we could only
listen to certain programs. But | could rememberataest brother Steve, of course, and
older sister Jenny, who still lives in Northvilleer married name today is Waltzen. She
and my brother and | would walk to school. We wiardifferent buildings at that time.
We’d walk to school at that time with our neightsochildren, who were walking with
their brothers and sisters. Which was common thetnot today. There were no buses
then, and the people out in the country would besiselves in. That went on over the
years. | was involved in a whole retail merchaatsociation. | helped the city too, but
some of the properties that we did back then. Mydfather’'s home, over in Rochester,
was eventually bought out by the City of Rochefieparking. We suggested that for the
Council, because we didn’'t have enough parkingnTfar several years, when business
was bad, at that time | was on City Council, thatytwere going to recall us out of office
because we bought so many parking lots that wererridled. Now today, we don’t

have enough parking today. So I've seen our comiygoi from best to the worst, to the
best, to the worst, to whatever you want to caBitt it seems it's gone in cycles. But it's
been a very good community. The cooperation hetevim has just been tremendous,
because without it, we would not have what we haday, here in Northville.

I've been here eleven years and | have just realjgyed it.
That's the reason | never left.

Okay, we’re running out of tape here and | woukt peally like to thank you on behalf of the
library and the Historical Society and there w#l @opies of this tape in the archives of...
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