Oral History of Richard Lyon
Edited March, 1995

Q: Richard Lyon, a long time resident of Northvilsed owner of the C. Harold Bloom
Insurance Agency on Main Street. Mr. Lyon, wha&t your earliest memories of Northville?

A: Well, my earliest memory would be coming hereigit my grandfather, Walter Lyon,
who lived on Cady Street. He retired here in Natdwhen he retired from Wyandotte
Chemical Plant, and | used to come here from Bay &id visit him for the summers, or at least
part of the summer. So my earliest memories wbaldoming here on the train, spend the
summers with him, and... | can remember downtowrtiNdte when it had angle parking
instead of the present parking we have now. | rebex going to the theater with my
grandfather, the movie theater, and we had ... thenemit regular theater chairs in the back,
what were they called in the back? They had wickairs in the back, but you couldn’t sit there
as a child unless you sat with your parent or aritadMy grandfather used to take me to the
theater on Saturdays to see the western, and we'dtke back in the wicker chairs, which were
probably the first three or four rows in the batkhe theater.

Q: What was the point of the wicker chairs? Aneltivere the only ones? The rest were
conventional theater seats?

A: Right. (Do you remember, Dad, why they had wickhairs?) They were there when |
started going with my grandfather, so | have na i@y they had wicker chairs in the back, but
| remember that quite vividly, being able to sick#@here with my grandfather.

Q: About how old were you then?

A: Oh, seven perhaps. Probably seven or eighat Was summer after summer until |
moved here in probably 1948. Some of the other onesthat | had from those days were the
old Scout building on the corner of Rogers (Ed: Bphand Hutton, which has been torn down
now, of course, but that's where the drive-in bbokding is now. It was strictly a Scout
building.

Q: Was there more than one Boy Scout troop in Ndl¢hat that time?

A: | don't believe so, just the one.

Q: What sorts of activities did you do there?

A: Oh, Scouting activities, regular Boy Scout traagivities. We had a platform, |
remember, outside, a wooden platform several figet that we’'d go up there and practice

semaphore signaling, and more signaling, but dtreer that it was just mainly the Boy Scout
building where we met, did troop activities.

Q: Do you recall who your leaders were?

A: No, | don't ...
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Q: Did you have any special friends in scoutinthat time?

A: Just the people that | later met when | movee permanently, who are now... some of
them are still in town. It was Dick Koolman, Bolkeldl... the two that are still in town. Both
those boys are native-born Northville people.

Q: You were born in Bay City?

A: No, actually, I was born in Detroit and eventyahy parents moved to Bay City. The
most of my growing up was done in Bay City untihbved here.

Q: And what year was that?
A: When | moved here? 1948.
Q: Was that after you had graduated from Michigeate®

A: No, no. | was a senior in high school when e here. | finished my senior year in
high school here, and started college, and then iwemthe army for three years and came back
and finished college.

Q: Where did you serve in the army?

A: Two years in Europe; '51, '52 served in Eurof&o, during the year of 1948 and '49 |
was in high school here. Member of the band anchibee of the track team. Only one year of
high school so you don't get involved in too mahings, but | was in the band and was on the
track team.

Q: So you came back from service in about 19...7?

A: Well, end of 1952, beginning of '53. | waitedtd | didn’t make the winter term in time
to start college again, so | had to wait until sgrierm. Then | went back to Lansing and
finished my degree.

Q: In business?

A: Company administration. When | graduated fraotlege, | worked for two and a half
year for the City of Detroit.

Q: In what department?

A: | worked in what was known as the Civil Servitepartment, where we were in charge of
hiring the people who worked for the City of Detrol made up exams that other people had to
take to get positions for the city. And then, taral a half years after that, | married my wife,
Martha Bloom, and came into business with my fathdaw. That was 1959.

Q: So your wife is in Northville... native?
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A: Native Northville.

Q: So where did you live then? You said that yad lived in four different homes in
Northville.
A: I lived with my aunt, Maria Lyon, at the timeha was librarian here in Northville. We

lived on Cady and Wing Street. When | got married,bought a house on Yerkes Street, in
which we lived for about seven years. Then we rdaygto Ely Drive, on the north side of
town, and we lived there maybe five years. Themrmeged up to our present house, which is
my wife’s house here. Her great-grandfather lhéthouse.

Q: Who was her great-grandfather?

A: Clyde James Beatty.

Q: So that’s an old house.

A: 1890.

Q: And | assume you've restored it?

A: Well, it didn’t take much restoring. It was good shape when we got it. We did a few
minor things in the house, but no, house is in gatape.

Q: And you are still living there?

A: And we’re still living there.

Q: | assume that when you left Civil Service in Dédtthat you came back here and went to

work in the insurance firm?
A: Right.
Q: Starting at the bottom?

A: Didn’t know anything about it when | came inhdat’s thirty years ago, almost. Now |
have a son who is an agent with me, perhaps anstinerit’s been a good thirty years.

Q: In what year did you become the owner?
A 1970.

Q: So it’s getting close to twenty years.

A Yep.

Q: We talked about a number of things that you Haeen involved with during your years
in Northville, and | wonder if you could talk atlé bit about your role in the Chamber of
Commerce.
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A: Well, | first went on the Chamber in 1973, ahe tast year, 1976. | was president of the
Camber. Strictly, it was just the normal Chamhsivities. At that time, the big fund-raising
project that we used to put on was the circuswhaheld down at the Downs, which was always
a big job.

Q: Was that the year the Chamber of Commerce wgenared back in 19737

A: No, I'm sure it was organized probably closed 860. | don't recall exact dates, but
thinking back to the people who were involved intitvould have had to have been closer to
1960 that it was organized.

Q: But you came in 1973, and you were presided®ir6, And did you say you had served
another term as president?

A: Right, I'm just finishing up three years nowcdme back in three years ago. This is the
last month of my tenure on the board.

Q: What can you tell me about the growth of thencher in Northville?

A: Well, we've increased our membership quite drbihe last three years, probably
doubled our membership in the last three years.

Q: Under your term?

A: No, well, | was on the board, but | can’t takedit for it. We hired a manager and she
has been ... her name is Laurie Marrs... she has leadly the person who has gone out and
increased the membership. She’s done a fantasti@agtually. But we've increased it, probably
doubled it. It's not as active as we’d like to #eeThere is a merchant’s association in town.

Q: Is that duplication, pretty much?

A: Well, it's a loose-knit group of the merchanmistown, strictly merchants, as opposed to
the chamber which takes in all the businessesttrandput on several festivities during the year.
They meet when they feel they have to meet. Theelen successful at what they’'ve done so
it's sort of been an area where maybe the Chanfitmend be the one that’s doing this, but the
merchants were the first organization that waswntof that nature. So, they’'ve just maintained
what they've done, and there probably should beenmdormation passing back and forth
between the two of them, as long as we’re goinggtce two of them... once in a while, the
Chamber isn’'t doing more of these things and takionff the shoulders of the merchants. Most
of the merchants are members of the chamber, gastreof wear two hats.

Q: There is duplication.
A: There is duplication. The Chamber actually esgnts the City and the Township of

Northville, and the merchants are of course syrigtlwntown merchants, so there is a little
different there.
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Q: You've also built your own building. Where didu used to meet as a Chamber before
you built the building on South Main?

A: The offices of the president, usually, we’ve nmethis office. We’ve met in various
members’ officers when we didn’t have a place t@emd&hen they built the building. Oh, I'm
not sure when they built the building exactly, butould say ten years ago, and we’ve met there
ever since. It’s fine for the board to meet. BX®not a large building, so you can’t get a large
membership meeting in there. When we do want meshiggmeetings, we usually hold a
luncheon meeting or dinner meeting and get as raanwe can out. We had a couple of office
that we had just for a secretary to sit in to haadinformation to the general public when they
came in. One was, | believe, we had at one tinheravthe little bookstore is on Main Street,
Bookstall on Main, and then we had an office, idad, in City Hall at one time. Then we built
the present building that we have now.

Q: What sorts of activities does the Chamber spthso

A: Well, we sponsor the Christmas Walk, but theaiagit’'s difficult sometimes to divorce
the merchants from ... but it's the Christmas Walld ae have the garage sale, we have the
Farmer’s Market, we've had a few social events izate been money-raising events, but more
social than business, such as the mystery dinaémté held down at the historical village.
These are mainly what we do. We have ... Farmer'skdtas on every year, and the garage
sale is every year.

Q: Most of your income would be from memberships?
A: With membership dues, and then the Farmer’s Elabkings in money.
Q: Is that right, they have to pay for their stalls

A: They have to pay for their stalls, and the garsgle’s the same way; people pay for their
spaces on the street. But mainly, probably thosehee three main money-making projects that
we have, plus membership dues. | think our anbuddet is around $40,000.

Q: And you put that back into the community?

A: Right. We advertise, like at Christmas time,rhglio advertising. We advertise in the
Northville area. We buy ads in some of the trdrechures that are put out by the State and
around the State showing Northville as the placeotoe.

Q: There’s been a tremendous increase in the nuaflpeople coming in from outside
Northville proper. | sense that when you see liggls ...

A: | have to give credit where credit is due; adbthose buses are due to Genitti’'s
restaurant. They're quite active by themselvdsringing in tours from around this part of
Michigan and from the close Canada area. TonyJahd have brought these people in. They
have lunch at their restaurant but they shop updamn¢h town. But a lot of those buses are due
to the Genitti's efforts and not the Chambers. ¥4, we’re getting quite a few people in.
We’ve got a nice selection of shops now in town.
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Q: Well, it's such a pleasant place to stroll.

A: | know there was some controversy when the faisy put in the trees and the new
sidewalks, but | believe when you see the town Withflowers in bloom and the trees are out,
it's very very pretty. |think it's helped the it

Q: Undoubtedly it has helped the city. | think therchants would probably have a greater
awareness of the impact of that than possible trer®er.

A: Well, not being a merchant per se, | don’t deeghoppers, but | don’t hear too many
merchants complaining so | assume that they'reglalhright.

Has the Bloom agency always been at this locatio

Yes, this has been, since about 1940.

Q
A
Q: You moved to this location, which is what numbarWest Main?
A 108.

Q

108 West Main. You are also involved in Rotary.

A: | belonged to Rotary, but | haven’t belongedRmtary now for maybe fifteen years. |

was in Rotary. | was president of the Rotary. Yiawme to make-up Rotary meetings if you

don’'t make a meeting. You have to maintain a aegarcentage of meetings in order to be
active; | found that | was missing too many meedjrigeing away for vacations and whatnot. |
just was missing too many meetings, so | didntkht was fair to not make them up and it was
a little difficult to make them up. So, | decidedrhaps that for the Rotary Club, it would be best
if they didn’t have a member who wasn’t keepinghg membership requirements.

Q: So then you are not involved in getting the welbroduce water again?

A: Well, the Chamber’s involved. We're sellingkets that, if you are a fortunate winner,
you win a night at the new bed and breakfast atidnk, a dinner at MacKinnon’s. So the
Chamber’s involved in that aspect. There are abmuraf people-organizations working for the
well, but the Rotary is the main thrust with thtagt was always their project.

Q: Perhaps we should say that the famous well athSdain in Northville recently ran dry,
and that there will have to be a new source of watend. They will have to dig again?

A: They’ll have to dig a new well. It's the secotiche they've had to do this since I've

been in town. Both times that the well was cuf thfére was always water running. Didn’t take
too many people long to figure out where the waigs coming from. They are in the process of
digging a well, which will then be hooked up agaifhe water has always run in that well,
whether it came from the well, or it came from @igy of Detroit.

Q: It's always been a very popular spot for outaMmers to come out to Northville and get
water.
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A: Yes, people always coming, and they did allwasy through the time when they were
picking up Detroit water. We never said anythiaghtem. But that came from the old Silver
Springs well water system out there which, if laded believe when the old Orange Crush
[editor: Nesbitt Orange Soda] soft drink... they tair water from the Silver Springs out there.

Q: Is that the secret of their unique flavor?

A: It could be. They got it from there for yeanssuspect they'll have the well here within
another couple of months.

Q: You've been active in the Masons?

A: | was active in the Masons. | was an officetha chapter. | went through the chairs in
the chapter, and when | got through the chairk@chapter | wasn't as active as | was up to that
point. At that point, when | got through beinglie chairs, this is when my family started to
come along, and it was just too much time involaaay from them to go back and be one of
the officers, so | became more or less inactiviaaas meetings went. For about ten years, |
was very active in the Masons.

Q: Are they a force in this community?

A: No, not really. As a fraternal organizationh@t than a service organization, their thrust
isn’t mainly for civic improvements. They tend riotget involved in anything unless it was a
necessity and they needed it. It's a fraternahoization, and it's always been my feeling when
| was on that when | was active in the Masons etheas always some amount of argument
going on as to why members didn’t show up for nmegtilike they used to. Times have
changed. Fifty years ago, this was the place ttw dm@mve social interaction between the people
in town, potlucks and whatever else went withnil @s more and more things came along, the
town movies and then television and automobilespaces to go that you couldn’t get to
before, | don't believe the fraternal organizatieally fared that well after these modern
innovations came in; the need was no longer thiiestill an excellent organization, it does
well. But if you wanted to compare it with anotlieternal organization, that brings up the
Elks. The Elks have a lot more to offer as a dariganization.

Q: In Northville?

A: Well, we don’t have one in Northville, but if yayo to an Elks Club, the nearest are
Plymouth and Farmington, then they have a restgutaay have dances and that sort of thing
that the Masons don'’t really have. So, the Masmagnaintained, though, but | don’t think that
they're a force in town... the influence they hada¢ time is not as great as fifty or sixty years
ago. Most of the people in town who were merchantouncil members were probably
Masons and if there was any type of influence the, it would probably come through
something like that. That’s not the case anymore.

Q: You've also served on the Northville School Bbar

A: One year, it was an interesting year!
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Q: When was that?

A: The latter part of the sixties. | can’'t remembee year. It was the year that the
Superintendent was Alexander, and the board remiowve@nd hired Raymond Spears at that
time. It was quite a controversial year. The Supendent Alexander was a controversial
figure. The thrust was on to replace him, so lat tyear, that was it seems to me the major ...

Q: You were elected to the board?

A: Elected to fill out an unexpired term.

Q: Do you know whose term that was unexpired?
A: Can’t remember.

Q: So that was a very busy year?

A: We had a lot of meetings. Those were the daysnayou could still hold the Sunshine
laws weren’t in existence, and you could hold nmegiin your houses if you had something to
discuss. | think the present laws are probablieb&br the community.

Q: You mean no secret meetings?

A: No secret meetings. We would get together Beard at somebody’s house and thrash
out a thorny issue, and then the night of the Boaeeting we would present a united front,
because we’d already thrashed it out and talkégeateeting about how we were going to do it,
so it all looked smooth in front of the people, theare were some stormy sessions.

Q: Was that a rewarding time for you to see ther8tlarough that transition of the
Superintendent, from one to another?

A: Yes. Itimpressed me. | was on the faction tixanted to replace the Superintendent.
Q: By then you had children in school?

A: Oh, yes. We were living, at that time, up oy Brive. So, it was a busy year. It was a
lot of work involved, being on the Board of Educati more so than most people think. You get
a big packet of information once a week that takést of time to read through and understand,
and then hopefully go up and do the right thinge bklways felt that a board, no matter if it's the
Board of Education or the Council of a city, if yowe a Superintendent or a City Manager you
hire them to run the system. You really shoulgit'back and second guess them. If he’s doing
a bad job, then that’s when you step in and do #ungeto clear it up. For the most part, |

think, if you hire someone who is supposedly thgeekin the field, you've got to go along with
them. You hired them, go along with them, tilldees something wrong. There always seems
to be an awful lot of things that you want to getdlved in that | don’t think we should have
spent out time, which we do. That's my opiniorhofv things should work.
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Q: You have also served on the parking authorite lretown, which must be a pretty
difficult ...

A: Well, it's probably just as difficult today ashen I... | was on the first parking authority.
Q: And when was that?

A: That would be in the sixties. | was up on Hign, too. There were five of us. | can't
remember all the names now. | think I'm the onhg deft in town now that was on that board.
But we sat down and handed out the first parkirthaity regulations. Pretty much the thrust
hasn’t changed that much from what we decided shioelldone.

Q: Was that a volunteer organization?

A: Oh yes.

Q: You were not elected?

A: No. We were appointed. We met once a weeknlEOlendorf, | believe, was the City

Manager at the time. | remember we decided whefirgtamet that we would meet from eight

to ten. We wouldn't stay there after ten o’clodkused to shake the City Manager up because
he would come in at about quarter to ten and we’ddwing a discussion on something and at
ten o’clock, we’d close our books up and get upaatk out. He learned quickly enough that if
he wanted to talk to us, he had to be there bééore’clock and have it all done before ten. The
philosophy behind the parking today is what we tineh; it's pretty much the same. The
parking that the city owns is not necessarily pagkiorever. There’s a parking area now that
could be better utilized as a commercial buildifigthe City would see that it would be so for
the commercial use.

Q: And in tax revenue.

A: Right. And in turn that person would have to/lmew parking or put up the money for
the City to buy a new parking area somewhere elb&gh is why the controversy across the
street has some up. Can’t come up with enoughnmadt they would do that.

Q: That’s the southwest corner of ...
A: Main and Center.
Q: Exactly.

A: And that was, | guess, as | read the paper,s@tns to be the big stumbling block there,
was the parking. You've got to come up with aa@ieramount of parking, especially when you
start building around areas where parking is naws'we got to replace that parking. | know
there’s been controversy in the past that thera'tbsen enough parking on days when we have
people in town. When people park in a small toilke Northville to shop, they want to park

right in front of the store they're going to shophey’ll go out to the mall and they’ll park two
blocks away from the door and not think a thinguibb So you've got that problem all the
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time. As the first parking authority, it was inésting. You get five people on the board, | knew
two of them. The other two were people who halle#n in town that long, and | didn’t know
them up until the point we met. But you get fivaople together and hammer out a philosophy
and some regulations that the Council acceptediadtinteresting. | enjoyed that. | served on
the Board of Review for three years, which reviewseds. At that time, it was Russ Amerman,
who is still in town... and Charlie Carrington, wheodeceased. It's an interesting time on the
Board of Review, especially when you got people koow come in to complain about their
taxes, and you have to take a stand that isn’tssac#y what they want to hear. But most days,
there wasn’t a great deal of animosity betweerBib&rd and people who came in. Today, |
understand, the representative from the countyeiget so it's easy to pass the buck to him and
let him make the decision as to set the assessméiat. was, | wouldn’t say, fun, but was
interesting. We met twice a year when it was reviene.

Q: Well, you certainly have contributed a greatl dedhis community.

A: Some, but I'm sure there are people who conteiua lot more.

Q: Did your family move down from Bay City becauserthville was where they wanted to
be?

A: No, no. My move was always a personal thingronpart but | won’t go into that long

story, but | moved to live with my aunt and my gtarother at the time. | lived with my aunt,
with the exception of about a year; | lived with mynt from 48 to late '59, other than the
Army.

Q: And probably your years in college.

A: Yes. Well, I would come back on weekends andkwand | would stay at home. But
there were times when | rented a house or rentedra when my aunt was married. | rented a
room in a couple of different homes in town heFer the most part, | consider Northville mine.
I've been in Northville longer than any other plase Northville’s home. | think back to what
the town looked like when | first came to town, batthe forties, to what it is now. It's a big
difference. The town isn’t that much bigger in geaphical size than it was then, although in
those days it was a village rather than a citgarl remember voting to incorporate the city. But
there was a day when | could walk downtown and kpsivabout everybody you'd see on the
sidewalks, which is impossible today. You walk dotle streets today and maybe not see
anybody you know, but in those days, you know evedy.

Q: It's still a delightful place. How many towneeathere where you can stroll on the
promenade and buy an ice cream cone?

A: That's true. If the city can keep its downtoawea, the downtown, the shops, then | think
it's going to stay viable for the people, as losglze town itself is. We're fortunate in

Northville that the people who live here have bpesud of their homes and kept them up.
Maybe that’'s because there’s been more moneysridiin’s income than in other towns.
Plymouth has done well, and maybe perhaps altiéteer than Northville as far as their
downtown and building it up, but they’ve got a keggopulation. Towns like Northville and
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Plymouth have been able to keep their downtown, avbech is really nice. Livonia doesn’t
have a downtown.

Q: Nor Novi.

A: Nor Novi. So there isn’'t anything comparabladgeople who come to town, you hear
them on the streets saying how pretty the towritikind of makes me feel proud.

Q: As | observe it, there is such a key interediving in the old homes in the City of
Northville that their value must have increasedalgreat deal.

A: Well, it's a limited market. An old home takagot of care. You’ve got to maintain it all
the time. Yes, there’s a lot of nice old hometoinn that have a lot of premium.

Q: They don’t stay on the market very long.

A: No, not normally.
Q: There’s so much restoration and preservationggon.
A: Well, you got the historical, whatever they aglin town, which can be a little bit of an

irritation if you want to do something to your heusand they don’t want you to. Our house is
not in the district. It's outside the district, Bee never run into that. | have had friends wizal
wanted to do something in their house and werdiotvao, because the Historical Commission
didn’t want them to change their house, and | thirét’s a little more than the person should be
able to, if they want to put a picture window irithkitchen looking out over the backyard, they
ought to be able to do it. We’ve had guests canfeoim out of town and they have been quite
impressed with the older homes in town and how thely’re kept up and how much they've
worked so Northville is unique in that.

Q: They really are attractive.
A: We’'re proud of our home. The kids are the fifgneration in the house.
Q: Is that right?

A: The ten of us, the fifth generation in the hau¥¢ell, they've moved out now. They're
married, but when they lived there, they were tfie §eneration to live in the house.

Q: Would you recap that in five generation for me?
A: The names?
Q: Yes, who were the first owners?

A: That would be James Beatty, he was the firstaswrAnd then it was his daughter that
married Charles Bloom. So, the Beatty daughteriethCharles Bloom. Then my father-in-law
here, Harold Bloom, was the next generation, s@mg Beatty, Bloom, Bloom, and then myself,
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Lyon, who married Harold Bloom’s daughter Marthag ahen my two sons are the fifth
generation. | don’t know how many homes in town do

Q: That's quite a boast. Do you know when the kouas built?
A: 1890.
Q: Oh, you said that earlier. Thanks. So it's@tra hundred years old?

A: Close. It'll be a centennial home. Hopefulye'll be living there in 1990, and we’ll
make the application.

Q: That's not very far to go, a year and a coupbatns.

A: | don’t know what month it was built in town.cbuld look it up, but | suspect it was
built in the summer time. It mentioned in the bdgkHoffman, it's mentioned there. The
building permit from that time was taken out. Liédéthese old homes, you’'ve got to maintain
them, keep at them. Most people are doing ihinktit adds to the town.

Q: Listening in on this interview is Mr. Lyon’s far-in-law, C. Harold Bloom, who is
visiting here from Florida, so it must feel likeibg home again, if you are staying in that house.

A: (Richard) That's his home when he’s here.
(Harold) I was born in that house.

You were born in that house?

(Harold) They didn’t have hospitals in those/sla

Right, well, I was born at home.

> o »2 O 2

(Richard) My wife was born in what is now thenwvalescent home on Main Street. It
was Sessions Hospital in those days.

Q: Oh, how long has it been Wishing Well Manor? yoa know anything about that?
A: It's now called the Star Manor of Northville.
Q: Oh, it's no longer Wishing Well?

A: No, they've just changed hands here in thedaseral months. The new owners call it
the Star Manor of Northville. It's been a convalast home, | would say twenty years, anyway.

Q: And before that, it was Sessions Hospital.

A: I guess all the doctors in town in those daysdus. Dr. Snow and Dr. Holcomb used it.
Both those doctors are gone now, and then Dr. At clinic used it as a hospital. It was a
hospital, a regular hospital.
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Q: And that was there while you were... from youlieat days here?

A: No, | don’t remember. If there was still a hitapwhen | first came here, | don’t really
remember.

Q: But the building was there.

A: Oh yes, my wife was born there. That's a numdferears ago, | can remember the
doctor’s clinic, Dr. Atchison’s clinic, on the seabfloor at one time, and they had rooms up
there for patients. But, | don't think they opedthere. | think they did the operating, it was
over at... | can remember my aunt and my grandmatieee up there. | can remember going up
there to the second floor to visitations, the dra’s now that bed and breakfast.

Q: What is the address of that bed and breakfastevtmne Atchison clinic was? Do you
know that?

A: No.
Q: On what corners?

A: (Richard) On the corner of Dunbar and Rodgésnlap, | mean. Dunlap and Dubar
(Ed: Linden), 501 Dunlap is the address, and | gibgs Atchison’s father... Did he live there,
when he was a doctor? Russell’s father?

A: (Harold) Atchison? Yes.

A: (Richard) That's when he started. Russell A#oh’s father was the doctor who started
the clinic, and then Russell went to medical sctaoal came back and took the clinic over. Then
Dr. Robinson and Dr. Weatherspoon came in abouf,288. Both of those doctors are now
retired down to Florida. That was the biggest maldilinic in the town. There were probably
doctors, but they weren’t the three doctors whothadargest practice in town. Let me think if
there’s anything else | can remember. | gradufited school up here on Main Street, which is
still there. It's now the special education pragraWe graduated from there in those days. |
think our class was 77 strong. We all had allfootball games down at the Ford Field.

Q: Is your picture in Northville Charlie’s?

Q: Yes, itis. Class of 1949. In fact, | think mpther-in-law’s picture is there too. I'm
trying to remember the things... | can remember whbeven Mile didn’t come through where it
is now, by the race track. It cut off from NortheiRoad, come by the race track down there.
That wasn’t there when | was a kid. You used talble to walk down there and then walk
through into the park, because that cut-off wagréte. So, when you came into town from
Seven Mile, you had to come in like you do nowthy Ford factory, around that way. Seven
Mile wasn’t connected. | can remember workinghat Training School... it was the Northville
Wayne County Training School out there.

Q: Was this during the summers?
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A: Yes, during the summers, and then | would comméron weekends and work. Work in
town. That was a growing concern right there.

Q: In what capacity?

A: | was called a child care attendant, which wgsesvision. That was quite a beautiful
place at one time when it was in its prime.

Q: Do you remember the Maybury Sanitarium?

A: Oh yes.

Q: How far was that?

A: Well, it's where the park is now, what may bensmlered Seven and a half mile, halfway

between Seven and Eight Mile, way back in.
Q: That was a TB sanitarium?

A: A TB sanitarium. A friend of mine at school aadjood friend of Father’s, Dr. Howard,
was the chief medical officer and director of tha.s There’s still a doctor in town who worked
out there and retired.

Q: Is that right?

A: He lives up on Center Street here, Dr. Klopfemrst | can get you his address if you like.
But he’s retired from there and as far as | knog's lthe only one left of the old gang from out
there.

Q: Did that close because they so-called conqueB&d

A: Right, fewer and fewer patients, so it just beeaedundant, it was just an extra surplus
piece of property. That was quite an operatioitsiime. When | worked for the City of

Detroit, | had to go out there and, | had mademupxam. | had to have it checked by one of the
doctors that worked out there. It was quite a waddacility. |1 don’t know how many people
you've talked to that remembered the convalescemtehor rest home that was up where Allen
Terrace is now.

Q: Was there a nursing home up there?

A: (Richard) Was that a nursing home up there, D&alp where Allen Terrace is? Was that
a nursing home, or just an old people’s home, spéak?

A: (Harold) That was another TB sanitarium.
A: (Richard) On the top of the hill?

A: (Harold) Originally.
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A: (Richard) Originally, but | think it went toraursing home eventually. It eventually
became a nursing home because | remember goirfteus taroling and that sort of stuff at
Christmas time, and they weren’t TB patients there.

Q: So, that was torn down to build Allen Terrace?

A: (Richard) I'm trying to think of the name of lbut it just slips my mind. | can’t
remember the name of it. That was quite a bigholahe. | can’t tell you about it, but there was
an old opera house here in town.

Q: On Center Street.

A: I’'m trying to think of some of the older peoptetown that you should talk to. You
should talk to my aunt, really, about the library.

Q: That is Maria Lyon?
A: Wilcox.
Q: She lives in Plymouth?
A: Right. I'll give you her telephone number aftee’re all done.
Q: Yes. She would be a valuable person to intervie
: I’'m trying to think of people in town here. Wgeyou must have quite a list of people
anyway.
Q: We do, and of course, the way we get many ohtlsebecause people we interview drop

these names, like you mentioned Dr. Klopfenstetmcivwould be a good source to pursue.

A: | was trying to think of some of the old teach&rho are still around town. You talked to
Russell Amerman, but there’s Charles Yahne, heth@seacher in town for years and years,

and he still lives in town. Elroy Ellison. Of ase, he was a teacher for some years and then he
went away and went to Farmington, but he’s aroulwdd then, Mrs. Gellnen is still around, or
Miss Gellnen. | think she lives on Randolph. ht sure. Charles Yahne was... he’s an
English teacher. He lives up on Eaton Drive. HeiM know a lot about the school, too. I'm
pretty sure he taught all of his teaching life here

Q: We've interviewed Margaret Zayti (Ed: Marian)havwas the attendance officer, | guess,
for twenty-five years.

A: Right, but Yahne would have pre-dated heru&kmust have been retired for almost
twenty years. He was in school for all of the st probably, and even maybe some of the
thirties. | can remember all kinds of things abdoivntown, the buildings that are gone now and
were here. There were houses along Main Streetvre dwellings. The only one that is left
now is Dr. Lovewell’'s house and clinic, next to lgh
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Next to Long’s?

There’s a white house, right next to Long’s.

Oh, it'’s set back.

Not really, almost on the side.

| think of Long’s as being between a parking.lot
And a church.

Well, there’s the church, the parking lot, Lomgnd then there’s a house.

> 0 2 0 » 0 2 0

There’s a house, and then there’s a hair saod there’s Crawford’s, and then the
parking lot.

Q And who lives in that house?

A Victoria Lovewell. She’s an osteopathic doctor.
Q: Oh, is that a single family dwelling?

A Yes, she lives there by herself.

Q And she’s been around ...?

A: How long has Lovewells been there? As long ean remember. It'd be back in the
forties that they’d have come to town, but thereengther homes along there.

Q: She she’s still practicing?

A: Well, she might take care of an old patient, yes, she would still practice, but she’s got
to be in her seventies. Very cute lady, she ctelldou a lot about things.

Q: And she’s lived in that house for years?

A: Both she and her husband were doctors. I'mkihpof the little stores that have
changed hands and have changed locations.

Q: Well, we’re going to see that right now, witletB and C moving out.

A: That's king of a shame.

Q: It's a shame! People enjoyed the D and C.

A: The fellow who is president of the D and C iNarthville boy.

Q: Is that right? Who is that?
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A: Bob German. He’s a Northville boy. | don’t kmaf he was born in Northville, but he
graduated from Northville. His father used to lbéige chief. Wasn’t Dutch a police chief here?
Dutch German? He was the chief of police here,Botawent to school here and went on to
college and became... of the D and C, and is nowdaesof it.

Q: Well, that’s one of the things that the tourpgns the old-fashion dime store.

A: Yeah, right, well they first couldn’t find a pie that they could afford the rent that’s the
problem. Black’s is moving down there now, of csrir

Q: Who owns the building the D and C is in?

A: | don’t know the lady’s name. She is not a Muille resident. | believe she lives in Ann
Arbor.

Q: Do you know who’s going into Black’s?

A: No. Barbara Black was just a little while agbge owns the building. | saw her in town

here a few weeks ago.
Q: She’s up from?

A: She lives in South Carolina. So | have not Hesnat’s going in there, though |
understand Black wants to retain some of the b&thab building and the basement. | think
back, as a kid running around downtown, abouthallstores. Of the two drug stores, only one
of them left now.

Q: The one to the west of the parking area, thafon

A: Right. That's the only one left. The other omas right on the corner here,
Williamsburg. My days as a kid here, both of tHead soda fountains in them. We’d go in
there and have normal sundaes and malteds or véngten wanted, hand-dipped ice cream.
There used to be a dairy down on the corner of GadyCenter Street.

Q: A dairy?
A: You could get hand-dipped ice cream in thereparked ice cream in the package for
you.

Q: Cady and Center?

A: Right across from the bowling alley. Whose gauas that? Who owned the dairy down
at the corner? (Ed: Guernsey) As a kid you dthirtk of names, you just think there’s a dairy
you get an ice cream cone from. They did a ldiusfiness out of there. | was just a little teeny
building, you'd line up, and in those days, theywabhand-pack ice cream in the quart
containers, and you'd run back home with a quart®tream. There was a riding stable down
on the corner across from the racetrack. It'sréipg lot now. There used to be a riding stable
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there. You could go riding hoses out of theren tfying to think of the things that we did as
kids that | wouldn’t be ashamed to tell you.

Q: Where did you go to ice skate?

A: Usually one of the gravel pits. Take a shovel gour skates and do down there and
shovel off the ice. We did most of our skating down the gravel pit behind the cemetery
behind Northville Laboratory, which may be gone navdon’t know. There was a big gravel
pit there that we used to skate on. We used tmghere in the summertime. One of those old
deals where as kids, you went down at summerting® wimming and skated in the
wintertime.

Q: So there’s no such thing as the gravel pit. thimking of the one between ...

A: When people say gravel pit now, they usuallykho the one at Thompson’s out there on
Beck Road or the big one over there ...

Q: The one between Griswold and Silver Springs?

A: Yes. We never went to there as kids. We alwagst out to the one behind Rural Hill
Cemetery, strictly the boys’ gravel pit. That'sevl we swam and that’'s where we skated.
When you only had 77 in your class, those daysyene knew pretty much everyone in town.
We had a good group of boys. We didn’t get inftagch trouble because everybody knew
everybody else, so if you did something...

Q: Word got home before you did.

A: We had a good police chief in those days, Chiefiton. He was a colorful character,.
He was an Englishman, Cavalry officer. He keppreity much in line. Really, back in the
good old days people talk about, | guess thoséhargood old days as | remember them.

Q: That's interesting.

A: You'll have to talk to my aunt. | told you, ngrandfather moved here and ran the first
milk condensary.

Q: And his name is ...

A: Walter Lyon. My aunt could tell you more aboutshe was not born at that time, but she
would have more memories of him speaking abotmaihtl do. As | understand it, the plant was

up around Orchard Drive somewhere. If you caradatld of her, you can get a lot more, on the
library too, because she was librarian for years.

Q: So, your sons probably graduated from Northwiligh School?

A: Both of them.

Q: That probably isn’t terribly unusual, is it,tave more than one generation?
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A: | can remember having teachers that taught twbree generations of kids. No, but
there is a lot of new people in town. Of cour#hey stay here long enough, they might. |
guess it’s getting down to the point where theeefawer of us left that the parents went to
school, and the kids went to school. In our ciafiériends, we're the only ones that can say
that. | can remember Gordon had the same Kindermg&eacher that my wife had, that his
mother did.

Q: And who was that?

A: (Richard) Grace Pollock. Martha had her, | ersfand. It was that kind of a
combination that we had. Was Ida Barley Cookelteacwhen you were in school?

A: (Harold) Yes.

A: (Richard) She was a teacher when he went todclShe was a teacher when | went to
school.

Q: Well, then it isn’t uncommon to have.

A: From the older residents of town, but therefamer and fewer of those left. Cooke

School up here is named after the teacher thadlked about. Ida Barley Cooke. I think back
to old teachers that we had in those days anddithat they were here long enough to teach
parents, that's a small town. We took studentshen | went to school from Farmington Road
and Seven Mile in Livonia. We went that far awayget students and we took the students from
Salem at that time, and Novi. We still only hadp&obple in our class, all that Livonia country
out there was farm land.

Q: But there were no school buses then.
A: Yes, | think there were.
Q: | talked to Amelia Johnson. Do you know Ameli§@e lives on Northville Road across

from Cass Benton Park and King’s Mill and that area
A: Oh yes, | know who you're talking about.
Q: She was born on that property.

A: Most of us, of course, lived in town, but thdbat came in, there weren’t that many cars,
I think there was, Dick Koolman and | were talkimgout that the other day, he said there was
one bus he remembered, only one bus. It ran al, gicking up people. But | don’'t remember,
now that you ask me. The lady across the streetdwens the ERA Realty, Bobby Simpson was
her name when she went to school here. She livedfar as Farmington Road. | don’t
remember how she did get to school, but she wasyslthere.

Q: Amelia said that they walked, and on a rainy, degy father would drive her to school.

A: | can’t remember how these kids got in from &alé&om Novi.
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Q: Maybe the parents were responsible.

A: I don’t know. | don’t remember. Dick remembense bus when he was in school. Can't
seem to remember there was a bus, but | lived&lftom school, so | didn’t have to worry
about getting to school.

Q: Never was a problem.

A: No. There were lot of people still in town fraimose days. Too bad this wasn’t done
some years ago. People like Van Valkenburgs weiena.

Q: Yes, itis, and we’d really like to get the peowho are considerably older.

A: (Richard) Father can tell you a lot about wiiem school burned down. What year did
the school burn down?

A: (Harold)
A: (Richard) Were you still in school then?
A: (Harold) Yes.

A: (Richard) So, it had to be in 1919 when thdiost burned. There was a hotel across the
street, was there, right on the corner?

A: (Harold) Park House.

A: (Richard) Park House. The old interurban tame into town.

Q: I've heard about the interurban, those five catgs.

A: Carl Johnson has some pictures in his officehefold tower in the middle of Main Street
and Center.

Q: Well, this has been very interesting and I'mesiiwill be valuable to people who want to

research this period in the history of Northvilleappreciate all your time and I'm sure that the
library and the historical society do, too.

Interviewer: The Dad or Father frequently addrdseehis interview is C. Harold Bloom, the
founder of the insurance agency which Richard Uyeads. Mr. Bloom is up here for a week
from Florida and he too is a native of Northvilteit declined to be interviewed.

Transcription done by Caroline Curtiss
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