Oral History of Fran Mattison (Mrs. Roy)
Edited April, 1995
Lives at 39861 Six Mile Rd, Northville Township

Q: Fran, | believe you moved to Northville Townsmpl9557?

A: Right.

Q: Could you tell me what it was like along Six Bt that time?

A: Well, it was all country from Inkster Road on;fact, when we left Detroit at Inkster

Road was the last street light. From then on & juat darkness.
Q: Now you built your own home?

A: Right.

Q: Did you make a point of going into Northville sbop?

A: Well, originally my interests were Plymouth besa we lived in the Plymouth school
district, but we did go to church in Northville, thwith the children being so young and going to
the Plymouth schools, most of the activities werargd to the Plymouth area.

Northville, | became involved primarily through vkeng at the Township when we
moved here in 1955.

Q: How did you get your first job with the TownsRip

A: Well, | registered to vote and at that same tlrhad always worked on elections in
Detroit, in fact, | have always worked on electi@ver since | was 21 years old. So, moving out
here | asked if they had any elections yet, antbafse the Township had just split from a
village to the city and the township. So, the Tolpsvas fairly new; they met in the old school
on Waterford Road.

Q: Is the school still there?

A: No, the school burnt down, or the school distoernt it down because they were
building Meads Mill and | guess it was not condecig have the school right there and
vandalism. When | registered to vote, Mrs. Tegay the deputy clerk at the time and | asked if
she needed election workers, and it just so hapbérae there was an election coming up. |
believe Molly Lawrence was supervisor at the tiared DJ Start was the clerk, and Margaret
was the deputy clerk, so she had me fill out ariegion for an election inspector, so | have
worked on all the township elections since, barfilmgss or being out of town. At the time we
started there were only two precincts in the towmglnecinct, one and two. Rita Young was
chairman of Precinct One, which was everything wéS8heldon Road. The township was split
everything east of Sheldon Road was precinct ..interesting because | believe at our
presidential... | have a book where we used to kesgk of elections, | think there were eight or
nine hundred voters in all, total voters out here.
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But this was the time of Farm Crest dairy when gvedy that lived along here bought our milk
at Farm Crest Dairy. Where the Commons is waieddls, where the cows would ... Ann Hass
owned the dairy and of course there was Brennensfavhere Ruth Craft (?) lived and we were
all... that's when | began working on elections | gpknow more people in the area moving out
from Detroit, it was a different experience. Waelladways lived in the city; the children loved it
because of the freedom this was before Dun RouwinKaaisers lived in a farm there and that is
Dun Rovin. Mr. Van Helmut was supervisor of Farne€ Farms. That was before the
expressway.

Q: What changes did you see in the mode of eleftamn the time you started and up to
know?

A: We started out strictly paper ballots; what wasresting ...
Q: Where did they vote?

A: They voted at, now you got me there, Precincowhere | started working for Margaret
was at the school house and I believe precincwwaseat the community building. Rita Young
was Chairman there. Then, and it was strictly papamachines, what was interesting at that
time after the polling places closed we would begitabulate the votes each precinct and
around midnight DJ Start or Molly would send outmoat was Blacks’ White House, | don’t
know whether you have gotten into that at all, BladVhite House was a catering firm that was
at the corner of Dunlap and Center, they did vecg things, and they always did beautifully so
around midnight they send out and we all had ondwéches. | wasn't too familiar... they had
a restaurant there it was an old saltbox typenltdaow if you have gotten into that with
anyone else.

Q: No not yet.

A: I'd never seen such sandwiches done as pretilfhey were. So | remember that
because | was quite impressed, | believe it wad@ed man that would bring them in at
midnight, and we’d all partake and then work th& o# the night to complete the vote because
at that time you just worked until it was done.eftwe got into the machines, | believe Mr.
Merrien became supervisor, no Mr. Clark was sugervand Rita Young became clerk, and |
took over chairmanship of Precinct One and Margaset still chairman of Precinct Two.
Throughout the years we progressed and | thinkwewave at least ten precincts. As the
population grew different areas were ... but | arth ciiairman of Precinct One. | think if you
figure my age and you take 21 I've worked on etewti47 years counting my time in Detroit
too... but there was Gale’s farms and Simons farhis;wtas in Evan’s out Six Mile road in
Livonia; and | remember the Schoolcraft schoolhomkere Liza Wagonshutz taught at the
corner of Six Mile and where Newburgh Plaza is nde would go and watch fireworks and
ballgames at Six Mile and Farmington Road. Newbwrgsn't paved; Haggerty wasn’t paved;
Farmington was just a two lane road. | doubt ifvell Merriman might have been paved,
Middlebelt of course was, but it was strictly tvemés. Inkster was two lanes but when you left
that was where | remember the first Farmer Jaodisgbbuilt at Inkster and Six Mile because
that was the closest supermarket in the area.
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Q: When did the A & P and Kroger’s open up in Nuitle?

A: Well there again they were markets, but theyemérthe supermarkets that Farmer Jack’s
was. | remember the CF Smith store in NorthvilldiCh preceded A & P and then of course
there was the MP, was | believe where ... (No it vigist across from the church)... Oh no,
there was one prior to that seemed to me or wasSthghs?

Q: Did you have one care or two cars?

A: We just had the one car for the first year. $heond year | couldn’t get along without a
car and | did the first year because we had veogdgeighbors and their children went to
Plymouth school, and we did things together. Thsawved enough money to buy myself a
second car. Because at that point my husband’shen We found that in case of an emergency,
it was always wise to have the two cars.

Q: Now are you paid to do elections?

A: Yes.

Q: What was your pay then as compared as it is now?

A: | want to think a dollar and a half an hounis still like minimum wage all through and

it still is. As | was going into the Township, Mmret was the clerk, a deputy clerk, and at that
time the Township office was only open four houdag from one to four and whenever
Margaret wanted some time off, she knew that I\Wwarked in the business field, and she called
on me to take her place, or if she became ill | M@o in and spell her.

Q: So then that led to you becoming office manager.

A: Yes. Well when | say office manager — at tmeetithis was the sixties. The only area
serviced by water was the Wayne County Child Dgualent Center and the State Hospital and
Maybury, and the people that abutted the linesgyourt to those places. | think there was
something like 35 accounts. Suddenly, Wayne Codatyded they weren’t going to bill these
people anymore and said it was the Township’s mesipdity to do it. So | took over, at that
time we billed them every three months. | wouldmgafter every three month period and send
out the bills. Mr. Lawrence was Treasurer; he Wasasurer but he liked collecting taxes, and he
didn't like being bothered with billings | thinkwas in ‘63 or ‘64 he said, “Fran, you know
accounting better than | do why don’t you take (ve\t that point | took over and would bill,
but it was still a part time position in the setisat there weren’t that many people in the
township and | would go in and do the billing araddmce out the bank statements and pay
Detroit or whoever. | believe the first sewer agus that we were involved in were about when
the Commons area was built.

Q: Would that have been the first large scale sufidn in the area — the Commons?
(Northville Commons)

A: Yes I'd say the Commons; Thompson Brown camand built those and of course
King’s Mill and then Highland Lakes — those were three. As the work increased more people
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built out here; there were more connections tovaater system and more water lines. It grew
and my time with the Township increased so thattwizes a part time job became a full time

job; and then suddenly | was in charge. Whernst Btarted out | was also in charge of the work
out in the field. | hired the men to work out iretfield, and we had a water main break it was up
to me to get the help and Mr. Kochin who did mdstwar repair work and he did all of our water
taps and it was up to me to coordinate all thatragitt up to the time that I left, | was in charge

of the field and the office.

Q: And that has never really conflicted with théaten’s activities?

A: No, because it was a part time job up until 8768 at that time my children were in
college; and my youngest was in high school and tleewent on to college. When | worked
full time my children were all grown and marriedcept for the youngest and he was married
before he left college and so it worked out quigdlwPrior to that my mother was a widow and
say Margaret wasn’t well and | had to go in anéexe her, but when you are thinking of
relieving her you must remember it was only fouutsoa day. The neighbors were here and
they had children and the children would play witem so that | could go in.

Then gradually the Township became ... we went frieenschoolhouse to the library,
what we call the old library building in town, ovierthe community building, then out to the
Child Development Center. | retired when they tké child building at the Child Development
Center when they moved here to what is the Townidhaipon Six Mile Road.

Q: It was about what year?

A: It was '77 when | retired, so | think | have Hiof covered my work with the Township.
Q: Now when did you become involved with the liraommission?

A: Well, Mr. Marion was the supervisor. I'd alwalgsen interested in libraries when | lived

in Detroit; as a child; | was a product of the Degsion and the library was a place for me to go
and get my books we couldn’t afford. As they wse#iing up the library commission and Mr.
Marion said he needed somebody to represent thedop, and | said at the time that | thought
this was something | would like to do (Q: And thas when?)... | believe in 1965. I'm trying

to think who from the Township was with me on tiedry commission, | have records here that
could probably tell you, but that was the very negig of the library commission and the joint
operation. And | have been on the commission svee.

Q: Do you recall who represented the city?

A: Well, Herb Sutherland, in fact, Mr. Stark. 19&@s a presidential election. Precinct One
had 688 voters and Precinct Two had 768. Thisésad my first books of instructions, and
evidently we must’'ve purchased some voting machbeesuse that’s in '60 at the end of the
presidential, but | have books of minutes of thedry, this is February third '66; Mrs. Chapman,
Mr. Sutherland, and Mr. Nani were the city repréagves, and Mrs. Harold Price, Mrs. William
Slighter and Mrs. Roy Mattison; we were the Towpslrepresentative, Mrs. Helen McClatche
was librarian.
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Q: When was it formed?

A: This would be Feb third '66. | think it was theginning of the joint operation of all that
is joined right now. | don’t know too much aboatreation but here is the original bylaw. Here
is a draft of the agreement between the Townshijpttaa City (that was 1963). | think you know
the old library building was given to the Ladiediary Association of Northville, the Village of
Northville, and this is a copy of the deed, and gonk it was done to ensure that everybody
would use it; the city and the township, and | veblaéve to read this.

Q: Could your children use it because you livethm Township, but they went to school in
Plymouth?

A: Well at that time | would say that we used thgnfouth library more.

Q: Because | heard people say that their childrentswo school in Northville, but because
they didn’t live in Northville they lived in Plymah that they could not use the schools — | mean
the library.

A: Oh no, I won’t say that because we would golterPuth because it was more we were
in that direction, but if we couldn’t find what weanted in Plymouth we would just go over to

Northville. But I know that we used the Plymouitbrary more than the Northville Library. But
there again Mr. Marion he thought it would be sdrireg for me to do that way, you know, and
he needed someone to be on the board so | was bagpyit, | volunteered, put it that way.

Q: What was one of the first things that the consiois did that you recall that would be a
meaningful event?

A: Well there really wasn’t a whole lot that ... Heseone of our first organizational
meetings, | say it started in '65, but | think tlnas where we set up the bylaws, and the
chairmen suggested several committees which thentssion could work on and think about
before the next meeting; library statistics, ligraollection committee representative to
Township or Council boards, library housekeepimgl a committee to promote interest in the
library, and we met | noticed here within a montkds Secretary-Treasurer and | believe Mr.
Sutherland was Chairman.

Q: And that meeting was at the old library buildomWing Street?

A: Right in the library we would meet. (Q: Well@awually the library outgrew that

building.) | don’t recall too many meetings in ttleurch, most of our meetings were held where
the library is now when it was much smaller (QtHe City Hall.) in the City Hall. At that time
there was a balcony to the library; | think theldten’s books are up there. This is what kind of
amused me because we always felt that a balcong atadrway to the balcony was a deterrent
to the library because the librarian couldn’t kéyek of the children up there, and here | went to
the dedication of the new Livonia Library about anth ago and what do they have but a
winding stairway and a second floor to the libraoywe were happy, and the librarians were
happy when we closed off what we called the mermaand just had the one floor library, and
the city took over for their offices. So, but waishhave met every month because here | am
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going March %' '66 we set up our bylaws and of course we wereqfahe WOLF system. Mr.
Curtis who would come out and help us and direct us

But as you later found out Mr. Kaiser was the doeof the Wayne County Library System and
actually set the system up, and now we have his liing in the area. Mr. Sutherland, Mr.
Nani, Mrs. Price, I'm sure that’s Elsie Price ancsMEH Chapmen and Mark Sligher. Part of
our duties was to put together a budget and présenthe Council and the Township. The
Township Board at that time wasn’t too interestad] we weren't part of their general budget
because the library was funded with our countysaatehat time, from '65 to '70 and that was
based on population. The county would be reimlzlies®l that took care of most of the
Township portion of our budget so the township,duse it didn’t affect the monies that they
received, we could pretty much ... but the city whsaurse, it was part of their budget so they
were a little bit more concerned how the money syent.

Q: So you were on the commission when they budtrtbw library?

Q) & A: (OK, let’s take a little history of thedrary. They closed the library at the city
hall, and we moved to MAGS building which was Neitle Square.) | think at one point we
moved into the community building where the foodaais now, it was there and | think from
there we went to the MAGS building and then | thirdm there back to the city hall, that's the
moves as far as | can ... (I can remember pushingéatie up and down those hills) But the
MAGS...

At one point we were part of the WOLF system, Ihatpersonnel were placed by the WOLF
system. We did not do our hiring at all.

Q: That was my next question as to who?

A: When we did that, I'd have to go into detail @@nd check it out; we purchased file
cabinets... it says Mr. Fridner moved that the liprask the city managers in council to
purchase the above items. Copies of Township atydoGdgets for services during the fiscal
year are '66 and '67 were forwarded to the Town&oprd and Council, and we were sort of,
we worked, we were liaison between WOLF and thefi&wp Board and the City Council
which we still are.

In the meantime we would meet, and Mr. Sutherladon’t know if you remember him at all,
lived on the corner of Dunlap and Lyndon I thinlkgswery interested in books and he had ideas
and quite often our meetings would end up in disicis. We tried not to tell the librarian what
books to buy the library, but he did.

Q: While we are in the library and discussion i might mention why the library was
always closed on Friday afternoons.

A: Well, that was the day the librarian took offgo down to WOLF headquarters to make
her book selections.

Q: Which in turn became the day the Women'’s Clah there.
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A: Well | wasn't a member of the Women'’s Club attiime. | did join the Women’s Club
but this was prior to my time when they met atltheary. | joined the Women’s Club when it
was meeting in the Presbyterian Church. It wagt@®s when | joined. | don'’t recall ever
meeting at the old church.

Q: But | believe that was the tradition that starte

A: What is interesting is back in '69, | think itghen the Friends of the library started, we-
Mrs. Edgerton who was on the commission had bearbimok sale at the Carl Sandberg library
(in Livonia). She said how successful this was @nodight this was a way we could buy things
for the library that weren’t in the budget, so shiggested a book sale as a future activity and
this was Feb 6, 1969. | think after that date t@eted to collect books and | believe | did this
research for Betty Griffin a little bit because stented to know how the Friends started and
Mrs. Orban (?), do you remember Ginny Orban, sheamathe commission she put together.

Q: Would that year be the first year you were pathe sidewalk sale? Because | know
there was a book sale in '73, | remember Margeh8ligvorking on the book sale.

A: In 1970, the minutes of 1970, says Mrs. Orbaorted results of book sale and her
experience with the sales tax collector ... agreeshter city wide sidewalk sale August first and
reserved decision on entering the fair the follaywveek, requested a study of future library
needs and recommendations from Wayne County.

Q: So it sounds like we have been participatingafuout eighteen years?

A: Since about 1970 | would say, but at that tilmeré weren’t the Friends as such. The
Commission worked and put together the sales €tdmmission members and their families.
We would all get our husbands and the librariansld/delp sorting out the books and different
people on the commission, the children and the dmddand wives worked on the sales. | think
the very first thing we purchased for the libragthe globe that's in the library that whirls and
Ginny Orban was very active and a doer she was.

Q: And it became a tradition every year to be initl always be located right there by the
Northville pharmacy?

A: Here it says; “Discussion of change of hoursereed decision of June meeting to extend
hours to nine pm four nights a week beginning imoDer and continue through Nov. Meeting
recessed continued sorting books for sidewalk s&8 you see the commission was the Friends
at the time here meeting out of books donatedilioardy sidewalk sale. Library has selected and
processed over 100 books to date to add to theatimh including an excellent unabridged
Webster's Dictionary. Considering the average obstnew book purchase of $6 this makes
approximately $600 value that was added to thadibcollection; receipts from two 1970 sales
totaled over $250 compared to 1969 sale of $196.J&h Reef donated a subscription to the
Wall Street Journal. Mr. Sutherland, | think attime, was secretary, and | was chairman of
the commission, so there were those of us that aetbe commission...the different positions
fluctuated amongst the ones that were on for quitieile.
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(Well I know the Friends were an active group i8.)7 Here it says Mrs. Mattison moved that
funds which have been raised from book sales BnBs of the Library be used for the purchase
of two chairs and a lamp and possible cushionshdorwindsor chairs now in the library; these
will provide some comfortable seating especiallydenior citizens. So that was in 1971.

Q: So it sounds like you actually adopted the natrtbat time?

A: Yes, we were referred to as Friends. At onetvirs. Slighen, this would be 1970, we
went to Schrader’s and purchased the Windsor chanighe lamp and the area rug for the
balcony so that the children wouldn’t have to sitte floors, | remember that. But in 70 or
71, up until that time the commission was primathe Friends of the Library.

Q: How do you feel when you go past the plaquatintall with your name on it as a
member of the commission that was responsibleddding the new library?

A: Well it kind of amuses me because they calhé@ €Carlo addition, John Carlo addition,
and | don’t ever recall him ever doing anything tleat. It was done with a bond issue that the
city floated and paid for out of community granbéis and how he ever got involved in it | don’t
know. He was never a part of the commission. tiuthfully quite proud of it and when | go to
the library | show the children. | don’t know hd@ng it's going to be up there, but if | take my
grandchildren there | show it to them that it'srthneand | hope I'm around when we do get our
new library building. Maybe my name will be up the

Q: Well you're still on the commission.

A: I’'m still on the commission and it expires, lliege, in 1990. So whether the Township
wishes me... or whether I'll still be around. Thaghe only commission other than the recreation
commission in the Township that has never beengafdr as | know. (All this is strictly
volunteer.)

Q: Your budget has certainly increased over thesyea

A: But your Planning Commission, Appeals Board,ryganing Commission, | know your
city boards are never paid.

Q: No, we’re not.
A: But in the Township they are paid.
Q: Oh they are?

A: The Planning Commission, Zoning...but the librargnd if you can figure from '65
though how many meetings | have attended througtv emd fog.

Q: Oh fog, oh yes.

A: You yourself being an active member you know titia like and we spent hours
meeting with architects for the plan that was taogdhe corner behind the community building.
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We spent hours with architects for changing oveh&éoMAGS building where they had people
come in to adapt the area to a library. So itigrst a meeting every two months as the situation
required, you might be there twice a month. Bu lalways felt good about it because | feel the
library has done pretty well with what we’ve hadatork with. We’d love a building; maybe
someday we will have it.

Q: Well, maybe.

A: Well a library is certainly an essential partthé community where would we be without
it. There have been a lot of dedicated people ingr&n the library, on the library commission;
Weken, Mrs. Orban, Mrs. Sligher, and Mrs. Chas#.alang there was Carol Ann Agnes was
on the commission before she became active.

Q: Now you have these records and sometime inuhed are you going to be putting them
on record.
A: | have given these to Betty Griffin to go thrdufipr any background she needed to do a

history of the Friends, but | don’t know what whithppen with these copies of minutes...
Q: But you might ...

A: ...and correspondence and | feel if | ever moweenfthe area or something should
happen to me that | should probably give them ¢oTtbwnship to do with as they see fit.

Q: | think that’s one thing that we are concernledud when people do have good records
that they are not lost, and | think that is the timeg that we do well, we are concerned about is
not having records.

A: Oh, I must have half a dozen books with librarinutes and things; this is | believe | told
you once that if I move it will be into smaller gtexs and | won’t be able to take care of them,
and | will probably offer them to the Townshiphdve already given Pat Orr all the background
I had when we put together the plan for the libi@gner behind the Rec building, and | hope
she’s gone through. | gave the notes when thepksthed a Task Force Committee; | thought
perhaps it would help her because there was d makground in putting that plan together.

Q: Well that's expensive and we can’t ask the a@echito do this gratis all the time. They
do have to be paid.)

A: Mr. Merritt was the architect and he did a vgood job, and I still think it's a very good
plan because what their looking for is 25,000 sgdeet and this building was adapted to the
corner of that parking lot | think and it was fd,Q00 square feet and they could use it.

Q: Yes.

A: And it's close enough to the recreation builditgthe post office, and to the city hall so |
find it's better to have all of these things togeth
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Q: Well you don’t have a town unless you have thééria with everything that people
need.

A: You couldn’t walk out there to the Fish Hatchery
Q: Right.
A: Cady Street is ok, now I'm expressing my idelbsud the six lots that they have

recommended; | don’t go for the Ford Plan. | fésljust another temporary move which we
have done so much. | keep saying I'll never mdnelibrary again — four times is enough.

They want to build a nice new building; the pagkiat right across from the Ford plant
could be used to build an attractive building andauld be a nice addition to Mill Race Village,
and it would promote that as well.

Q: | think maybe families feel safe with the chédrin the city hall area riding their bikes to
that area.
A: It's interesting. | did have the statisticst iew people actually walk to the library, most

everyone drives to the library, even the seniozeits don’'t walk. There aren’t that many that
can walk that far, even if they lived three or flwcks from the library.

Q: But it is accessible to the children in town.

A: But most of the children live out of town.

Q: But the population is growing. Parents may wardrop them off while they shop in
town.

A: Right. This is why my children use Plymouthreach, Plymouth Library. They wanted
to while they were in high school because it wghtracross the street.

Q: Let’s get into a discussion on town hall whed ttie town hall let your series start, Fran,
and why? Wasn't there one in Plymouth, Livonid&armington?

A: No, we were the very first hall series in thiea Ann Raleigh who is a member of our
ladies league at the Catholic church (OLV) — the&yendiscussing means of raising funds, and
she had been a good friend who was active in tlsg@rPointe lecture series, and | happened to
go to a league meeting, and she was explainingetéeigue what forming a town hall series
entailed. She said she could get all the inforomatve needed to from somebody she knew on
the committee from the Grosse Pointe lecture seBes she needed ladies to help her. Well,
there again, with my clerical background | saidd&lglad to help. | happened to be at a league
meeting and my children never went to the Catlrsitlwools because of transportation primarily.
This was prior to the funding for buses.

Q: Yes, now the league you're talking about is Oady of ....

A: Our ladies league?
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Q: Our Lady of Victory?

A: Yes, Our Lady of Victory. So | said if she gbe materials | would write whatever
letters were necessary to the agents to find @iffiespeakers from whatever speaker’s bureau
they use. (Wasn't this overwhelming to be thinkaig) Well, Ann Raleigh was the type of
person we knew and my one comment to her at thatingewas that if you got the right people
interested in this, it could be a success in alsimah like Northville. This was, I think, in '59
or '60 and | felt that this was an interesting vi@ynake a contribution to my church. | mean
volunteer work, | wasn’t yet involved in the libyaso what we did was ...

Q: Now you are looking at one of the first townlipmbgrams, who was on the committee.

A: We knew that Northville alone could not suppibiis, so we suggested inviting people
from Farmington, Livonia, Plymouth and Northvill8ut Northville would be the organizer and
OLV would be the sponsor this and we still operatghat basis. The way we would involve
these people is by promising that part of our fuwdsld be distributed to these different
communities. | recall Mrs. Willoughby (Northvill@), Mrs. Dale from Plymouth, Mrs. Harrison
from Farmington, and | believe it was Mrs. ParlsirLivonia that were... and Mrs. Huff was
from Plymouth. We met at Ann Raleigh’s house gegle, the members of the league, and we
all contributed names, and one of the names sugy@sts Mrs. Caruso she lived in what's now
“Home Sweet Home” in the white house.

Q: Right on Nine Mile and Novi Road.

A: Nine Mile and Novi Road. So our first organipatal meeting was at Mrs. Caruso’s
home and Couse. She was a woman that we need#slittustart, so we went to. Down here is
a list of the people. We still have the fundsahiginal $950 that was contributed by Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Casterline, Mrs. Walter Couse, Mr. Le@&ruso, Mr. Sterling Newton, Mrs. Hann,
Mrs. Martin Kaiser, Mrs. Langfield, Mr. and Mrs. idm Sliger (?), Mr. and Mrs. William
Walker and Rev. Whitstock and the PNA Theater.

They gave us old PNA Theater in Northville, whismow the Marquis. | believe they
gave, some didn’t actually give money, like Mr. avds. Sliger they gave us publicity in their
paper and printing for our programs and the eqgaitabf money. Some gave maybe $00 and
some as much as $250, but we still considereditingpatrons funds. We still have it on our
books and, if at any ... The way it was set up indhiginal minutes was if at any time anyone of
these people would like their money back aftery there welcome to it; they have never done it,
most of these people have died and gone on. Thsitlhe way we started and our first speaker
was John Mason Brown, Madame Jeannete Spenye dhdmnwWedgewood Bend, lan Ross
McFarland, and Bennett Serf. At that time | sajhi@ Ladies League at that time the Ladies
League was known as the altar society of Our Ldd¥ictory Church.

Q: You held the town hall series at the PNA?

A: At the PNA theater and that's how the PNA... Thiepated the theater for the first year
so that we could... | believe | can look for how mtiet first tickets were; | want to say $10
which was the series ticket.
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Our luncheons were held at a different place ¢iaoh to make it more interesting. We
had somebody prominent in the area to introducespleaker like John Mason Brown was
introduced by Mr. Harrison who was superintendérnhe public schools in Farmington. Then
Madame Spenye was introduced by Philomene Aesdokireer fashion editor and women’s
feature writer for the Detroit Times, so they wegally getting a package of two in one. We've
since deviated from that.

Q: Where did you go to lunch?

A: We went to the speaker, the art theater at lsoity’Plymouth. Now evidently Dr.
Howard from this introduced Anthony Wedgewood Bdihd,going over the first program. Mr.
Sexton from Plymouth introduced lan Ross McFarlamd Jane Sherminhammer from the
Detroit News introduced Bennett Serf. | guess L%fif was several years afterwards that we
went to lunch; we would go to Lofy’s. We went tmth at Meadowbrook and the Plymouth
Meeting House.

Q: About how many people came to the lecture series

A: Well, the theater held 500 and that’s pretty mudat we would try to sell, at least 500.
Sometimes we ... The other thing that we put togetasr a program book and sold advertising
in the program book and we have merchants in Nil¢tthat were in our first book and are still
advertising and supporting the Town Hall. Freydlene and Guernsey’s Farm Dairy. That's a
source of profit for us too; our program book.

Q: Now the funds from this you have put back into...

A: When we set up the series one because the lespgusored us, a half of the profit went
to the league and the other half of the profit diasributed amongst the different communities
that supported us; and to this day that’s the wayheld or done. We have a board which we
call the Board of Awards and on this board, we no@ee a year, are representatives from
Farmington, Livonia, Plymouth and Northville. Besa of the growth in the area we’ve added
on Novi, because they are quite a few people corfnorg Novi and support our series.

Mrs. Wagenschutz was Chairman of the Town HallrBad Awards at the beginning
and Mrs. Milney was Secretary, and | was involvethwhe general committee. They were all
involved with Town Hall. 1think Mrs. Milney wasl€rk at the time. Then gradually as things
changed and time went on, | became Chairman dBtiaed of Award and I still am for Town
Hall.

Q: Now is the meeting the lecture series alwaydestaat eleven in the morning?
A: Yes, it's always started at eleven o’clock.
Q: You've had to change the location?

A: We met... we started at the PNA theater. Whemaet into the PNA Theater, those of
you who remember, it was back in 60 and 61. Itnkasvery attractive place as it is now. We
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as a group, the women on the committee, we patheetallway, we had a podium built, and we
purchased the curtains to cover the doorway andiligtone of the duties for the women to ...

Because they donated the building. Of course esoi night, you don’t see very much
but this being at eleven o’clock in the morning, el to clean it up a little bit. We even had to
set up the marquee, or we hired a young boy td dod we bought the trimmings for the
marquee to make it quite a gala place.

| know Town Hall day ... When Town Hall came to Nuoiille, all you had to do was go
to Northville that morning and you knew it was Towall day. Because all the women from the
area, surrounding area, would come and they werayaldressed in their finest. They always
had hats and if they owned a mink stole, it wasnwbat day. It was just a nice day and to go
out in.

Our primary purpose in bringing it was also a wagarn money for the church and for
charities in the area. But it was a chance to tiesse speakers that we would've had to go to
Detroit to hear. It was patterns at that timenykself went to the Detroit Town Hall series at the
Fisher Building, but | didn’t go as often as | likbecause it wasn’t easy to get down there.

Q: Right.

A: So that’s what... Also the Grosse Pointe, and Bigham lecture series was very
popular at that time...that's what happened. Youdigtget a ticket to their lecture series; you
had to be on a waiting list. Their tickets woukldpne like the first day that they were offered
or the first week that they were available. Somvive put together our series and we had good
speakers we had quite a response and it was assucce

After that Livonia started a Town Hall, Plymoutiarted a Town Hall, Farmington
started a Town Hall, but none of them were quitethirik ours was a success because ours was
strictly a charitable thing. It wasn't for any paular club. All the money that we earned is
given away each year. It is given away to orgdrana that help the communities that we cater
to, | believe we've ...

Q: Such as name some of them.

A: We’'ve given to King’s Daughters every year sitice beginning. We gave to

Plymouth’s Women'’s Club every year until last ydar,some reason or other they didn’t apply
last year. That’s the one thing, to participatd@iconsidered by the Board of Awards, you have
to make a written request every year and specifgtwbu’d like to use the funds for. That's
what this Board of Awards does. We meet and gautjin. Mr. Mohlman has been on the Board
of Awards from Northville. In the very beginning lwas one of the original members on the
Board of Awards. (I know the Friends have bengfitrom them. The Friends we support.

A: Yes, Mr. Mohlman, we support Novi. We get auest every year from the Novi

Library. The Historical Society has benefittedqgtically every year. The amount that they
receive depends on the profit we’'ve made. | thiekhave had one or two bad years when we
haven’'t made any profit. That might be attributedve overextended ourselves on our program,
our speakers cost too much money, and of courségee to pay for the speakers.
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Q: What did they originally in the beginning whhey ...

A: I think our first program if | remember corregtfor the five speakers that we mentioned
was $2,500 for all five. We have spent as muchl&s000 for our speakers now and that's only
four.

Q: Yes I'm going to say you're down to four. Wheds your most expensive speaker?

A: | want to say Phil Donahue. We benefitted bgtthecause that was the year we actually
sold out all our tickets within a week or two. \&@d out. We met at the Plymouth Hilton and |
think we sold over 800 tickets. He was really ecess. | don't think | have to explain why.

Q: No.

A: Everybody listened to Phil Donahue.

Q: | think if you had him today, they’'d be rightdsathere.
A: Well, I don’t know. He’s changed a bit moretlamyway.

Q: Can you recall some incidents that have comeggtloat are amusing that we might be
interested in. Well, did you ever have to go @ dirport to get anyone?

A: Yes, | met Anthony Wedgewood Bend. He cametatand | believe he came here
from another speaking engagement, not too far amaype Grand Rapids. He came on the
train and Jean Sheehan who was on the original cveenand | met him. Here’s this young
man, who can see how young he looks there, gdheffrain with a beret and long topcoat. He
was English. We were as surprised to see himhaptie way he did as he was to see us
old...well, | joined the committee when | was 39.

Q: Well, that’s not old.

A: I’'m one of the older members on the committghtrinow. So we asked him what he’d
like to do. He says well right now after ridingthrain for | don’t know for how many hours
and this was early in the morning because we ...&ys,s1'd like a bath”. So that we didn’t
know where to take him because we hadn’t made sswgions for an overnight stay for him
because he was probably going to the airport htdmished with us. So Jean Sheehan took
him home, and he took a shower in her bathroomat Mas kind of fun. It is fun to meet the
speakers. | met Baroness Von Trapp.

Q: Did you, Oh?

A: Ruth Knapp who was on the committee, one ofattiginal members on the committee.
She and | said we would drive down to meet the Bese Von Trapp. Of course both, Ruth was
a very great admirer you know. She and | gotiesged up and went down to meet her at what
was the Book Cadillac. Ruth parked across thetsinethe parking lot, and | went into the hotel
to meet the Baroness. As | entered the lobbyywatseright there waiting for me with her little
bag, which was sort of like what you have. It wase of a carpetbag and all her. She walked
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across the street with me. You could tell she waswoman full of idle chit-chat, so | didn’t
chose to speak to her. | spoke when | was spakeS® when we got to Ruth’s car | said where
would you like to sit. “Well, 1 like to sit in thback seat alone”. So | sat up in the front with
Ruth. She says | hope you use the speedway. SRyt “I never drive the speedway.” Did you
know Ruth Knapp?

Q: Yes.

A: So, we went home out Grand River, which was edgihoroughfare in those days. But |
could have gone the Lodge or something like tiait anyway so she is sitting in the back seat
and Ruth and | are in the front seat. Of coursh,davas disillusioned because you know after
the Sounds of Music and her books, and we’d all tesx books, | just thought. So pretty soon,
and of course this is the morning of the Town Ha#,are both dressed in our finest. So she
suddenly looks to us and says to me, “Have you @aaerght about your hat?” And | said, “No.”

| was sort of surprised and she says,”"Well do yalize,” and | had a feathered hat which 1 still
have, she says do you realize how many birds wbee ko make your hat. | said, well those
are probably all chicken feathers and all chickgos, know. My hat is a pretty hat, but that was
the Baroness.

So we'’re heading out Grand River and she says sh& at the theater at 10:30. She
says | do not want to go to the theater until atgnaf eleven. | said, well they expect us for
pictures there before time. She says “Well, | havmeditate.” So here we are, we don’t know
what we're going to do with her for fifteen minutasa half hour. So we’re coming out Six
Mile and | said, “Ruth, we’ll stop at my house.d Sthought I'd fix a cup of coffee or
something and she said “No, | want to be aloneliewWshe came into the house, you can see my
house is very small. So the only place | had wasy daughter's bedroom. So she and her little
satchel... She had a little altar that she carried@lvith her, and she went back there and until
it was time to go to the theater she sat theneppsse medicating.

She did tell us that she wasn't very comfortalpleaking, but you'd never know to hear
her speak because she looked very relaxed. Shetsegs really a chore for her to do this, and
that she did this to support one of her daughtgh&ities. | think her daughter was in some
island in the South Pacific doing some work, ahdh& money she earned was contributed there.
It really changed our feelings because she wagnit friendly and we expected her to be so
outgoing.

Q: A Julie Andrews she wasn’t?

A: Pardon? No, she wasn’t a Julie Andrews, bupateher to the theater. We had pictures
taken, she was charming and everybody was verg@deaith her. So Ruth and | had a little
secret of the true Baroness Von Trapp.

Q: Now when did you start providing overnight stégisthem because that would certainly
increase...?

A: Well, we always had to do that.
Q: So where did the Baroness stay then?
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A: Well, but you see she evidently had a prior catmmant, maybe in the area, so she stayed
at the Book Cadillac and sometimes and that's whepicked her up in the morning. But now
most of the ... | don’t know how she came to townthat was, maybe she had friends here that
she stayed with. It could’ve been that. But diggested that we meet her there and that's
where we took her.

But now when speakers come in town they usuallynfland so many of the Plymouth,
the Mayflower, the Sheraton Oaks and the Plymoultoi they usually gave a room free of
charge to the speaker.

Q: Oh how nice.

A: For the publicity, quite often they might takeiature of the person and then put it up in
the restaurant that ‘so-and-so’ stayed or ate hieden’t know how much they do that anymore
cause... We used to have a committee at the beginmitmgnsportation committee, where
women met this group and you took your turn aner lgears usually the Chairman and the Vice-
Chairman met the speakers. It gives them a chianezax with the speaker and make them feel
relaxed as well as themselves and explain to them.

Although | met Helen Thomas when she spoke hetdast season. There again, | was
one of the people that wanted Helen Thomas to @asrespeaker here. She was very brisk and
it was strictly business with her. You know youlan image of these people and so often
when you meet them, Nancy Gourt was the Chairmdn aret her.

There again she drove around looking for a parkiage and | met the plane. Helen was
there and she got off the plane and all she cdttdk f is whether she was going to be ready to
leave the following day at a certain time. Thissvea a Wednesday the day before. 1told her, |
said, you know Helen when you have to be herdinktour contract reads a half-hour before the
speech or an hour and at least an hour afterwaialise there’s a limit on how fast we can get
them back to the airport. Well, she says, | woltldave come if | had known that you couldn’t,
I've got to be back in Washington by five o’clocksaid that’s pretty short. We have a question
and answer period the people have paid to listgotoand to hear you. All she could think of...
| was really quite upset with her. Finally shencal down and I did too.

Q: You got her back to the airport in time?

A: We did get her back to the airport in time. Shiink everybody, were you at that
lecture?

Q: No.
A: | was disappointed in her delivery. She readléeture.
Q: That's what | heard.

A: She read her lecture. We felt anybody, wethdan after all she’s a newspaper women
and she should be able to... She told me that slyegowes this one lecture and she’d come
from a lecture down in Greenville, North Carolinahought she was going back to Washington
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on business, and she was going back to give anleitiere somewhere. So | felt... her family is
from the Detroit area, we had a table of ten petpéwere either relatives or people that knew
her and were happy to see her. But all thoughhtimg, this is what makes the Town Hall
interesting. Because you meet people that arelwel’t know whether you'd call them
important people, but prominent people, and sonteyh are very cooperative and some aren't.

Q: When did you start combining it with lunch?

A: From the very beginning.
Q: But now you concentrate really zero on one dkefispot to have lunch?
A: Yes, when we went to the Plymouth Hilton is wives met you know at the theater.

From the theater we went to the high school, méteahigh school and then from there we went
to Plymouth Hilton. | think we went to Madonna (&gle one year and it didn’t work out. Then
we went to... At those places we met, and went toHuat the Holiday Inn. Then we were, for a
number of years, at the Plymouth Hilton. That'sswhve first started. People enjoyed going
there because you parked your car and you didni tare-park it to go to another area for
lunch, if the weather was bad. It was great. \Beitve been very successful. | think we've
given over a $100,000 to different charities. W rgot, our primary purpose isn’'t to make
money, it's to bring people, to bring culture torttwille.

Q: Right.

A: If you want to put it that way you might thinkmse of our speakers don’t contribute to
culture but everybody has there ... So anyway weestayut, there were about forty members to
our committee, and we’re now between I'd say 28G0o

Q: But they’re not all on the altar society.

A: No, they’re not right from the very beginningns an ecumenical thing. There are
people; Marge Cooman goes to the Presbyterian Ghsihe’s been on our committee a long
time. Martha Lyons, her mother was on the origomahmittee, Eda Bloom, and then Martha as
she grew. She’s still on the committee. She's\tigdet Chairman. A number of people on our
committee to date aren’'t members of OLV.

Q: Last year you were still meeting at the Sheraton
A: Right.
Q: In Novi, and now this year you are going back?

A: People are happy about us meeting at the Plymidilton because there again there
won'’t be the hour wait between the luncheon whiehhad at the Sheraton. But we’ve truthfully
had difficulty in finding a location. Now the Hdhy Inn, they could take care of us for the
lecture, but they can’t accommodate 350 for lundhich sometimes can happen.

Q: As many as 350? You have a complete record of.
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A: This is our, Marie Caruso, Ann Raleigh, and nifys@oan Engle was Vice-Chairman,

Ann Raleigh was Chairman and Tony Alexander wagsdueer. This was taken on the stairway
if you recall. Here we’re going into Marie’s houbat day. This is a...we’d had one meeting at
the league prior to this and a meeting at Ann Ralsihouse. Then, we, the next meeting was at
Town Hall. It was kind of a status thing. Peoplere quite... We used to be invited to Marie’s
house to come to a meeting.

Q: | see this was in the Plymouth Mail rather tiathe Northville Record.

A: Here’s Mrs. Willoughby, Joan Alexander, Mrs. Balnd Tony Alexander from the
Northville Record.

Q: You've done a nice job of keeping the records?

A: Well scotch tape doesn’t help, but this is tlestavailable. Here we are putting up, what
is it they do on the marquee at the theater?

Q: The bunting.
A: The bunting it was.

Q: | know Town Hall was the big think in the cityrother had tickets and she went to the
Birmingham one.

A: We were pleased to be able to have this in Naiéhand we did get a lot of support. See
here we are all dressed in our furs. We had, h e the menu in here but... There’s a table of
ladies. Of course | have nicer books now, butwas how | started this on my own and then
they... | have always done the historical on my owere’s Betty Hoffman. So | have twelve
books of this.

Q: My word, that’s quite a few. Anything, now thadvers Town Hall pretty well. Any
other recollections of anything happening in Noitteviownship that stands out in your
memory? | know you have been a dedicated citiZ