Oral History of Carl Stephens

(Tell me about yourself, and we’ll just go from tag

My name is Carl Stephens. We live at, on NortoNdamthville. I've lived in Northville all my

life except for four years. | was born on a fareanBoyne City, near Horton Bay, Michigan,
and my father came here in 1923 and opened a gretme. There wasn’t any available places
uptown in Northville at the time, so he rented aseon the corner of Rouge and Novi; and we
lived in the back of the house, and he had hisegsostore in the front part of the house.

(Was that why he came here, or did he come hemotk somewhere else?)

No, he came here for that purpose. (I see.) Uh, §o in the grocery business. And there’s a
store on Center Street, right where the bicyclgpsbmow, and A.& P had their store in that
location; and they were moving out of there andhgaver on Main Street; and so my father was
able to get in that building with his store; anch&omoved uptown at that time. The building,
which is called the Filkins Building, and that’stktore where the Sweets & Treats business is
located now — that was called the Filkins Buildifigyas under construction at that time. And

he was able to get one of those stores, when the wtas completed, and he moved in there.
And he was in there until 1929; he sold the busmed4929 and opened a store in Bellevue,
Michigan, and that was right at the time of the &28sh when everything was going — a real bad
time for him to move.

(Did you still live in Northville, or did you movt® Belleville?)

We moved to Belleville at that time. We still hadr home here. And things got real, real hectic
in that little town; and we were all homesick ananied to come back to Northville (Bellevue
wasn't it — not Belleville) Bellevue, that’s righfAnd so he came back to Northville and
(Bellevue?) Bellevue —that's over by Battle Creé®h, | see, I'm thinking of Belleville close

to us) So he came back to Northville; he rentedilling, which was called the Caterwol(?)
Building, and that’s the building where (The whatling?) It was called the Catermole (?)
Building, and that’s the building where Bruce R@y#é their real estate business. And he rented
that building and moved his dime store from Bellevnto that building. (Dime store?) that was
a dime store. (Ok, now he had a grocery store & Not at that time. He sold his grocery
store. (Prior to that though, but he opened a ditoee in Bellevue — then he moved that back
here?) Then he moved that back to Northville. Amdhadn’t been back in Northville hardly
any time, when the man that he sold the store tedhim to take it back. And so after some
negotiating, we ended up — we had two stores inhNidle. We had a grocery store and a dime
store. And it was a different kind of — really thagsinesses were much different in those days.
He did a lot of telephone business. People woalldup on the phone and give grocery orders
over the phone, and we didn’t sell meats. Most@rnpstores just sold groceries, and cold
meats, and that sort of thing. But we would pipkpgople’s meat from George Hill's Meat
Market on Main Street or Butch Walden’s Meat MardretMain Street and deliver meat along
with their groceries.

(You had delivery service from your father’s theH®w did you deliver — bicycle, car?)



Oh, with a car. Yeah, we delivered all over Noiltev- anybody that called up. Sometimes
twice a day we went to people’s houses with greseri know of several ladies that we’'d go
twice a day to their houses, and he would delivitrere was one lady in this town, and her name
was Ada Peckle (?), and she lived on — that’s \B&set — and she, we delivered a cake to her
every day, a wine loaf cake — and she wanted Hiad fresh, and she knew the code on the cake,
and if it wasn’t — it wasn’t the right code, shé&d you know about it. So, she had to have a
fresh cake every day. (Did she run a boarding @ausvhat?) No, no she was a single lady that
lived there. She ate a lot of cake.

It was quite an interesting time. There were khink we had — there was Moses Meat Market on
Center Street at that time, George Hill on Maire8tr George Hill's Meat Market was one of
the most outstanding meat markets in Northville ddld the best — anything you bought in his
market was just wonderful. (Where on Main — do y@member?) Yes, his was just where,
where the — you know where the Abloom Agency is hoWhey built a parking lot right across
there. George Hill's Meat Market was just westha building — that building where Bloom’s is
called the Richardson Building and it was just waddhat building, and there was an alleyway
you went in there. There’s still — you still drisrethere by the Bloom Agency, but George Hill's
Meat Market was just on the other side of that,twiecalled an alleyway that went in there at
that time. That was an alleyway — went in behintr&eder’s Store and those places there at
that time.

And then Butch Baldwin’s Meat Market on Main Streets an outstanding — he had a good
business there up until ‘29, and he lost everythmntte '29 crash. And he had a man working —
Butch Baldwin had a butcher in there by the nam€laddrlie LeFevre that was there for a long
time. And Saturday morning, Charlie LeFevre wdoddout in the back alley, and he’d be out
there killing chickens. And he’d have all thes&ckblns with their legs tied together, and he’'d
hang ‘em up there, and Charlie would be out thatecat their throats out there in the back alley
and have ‘em bleed out. But when you got a chickesr at George Hill’s or at Butch

Baldwin’s Meat Market for Sunday dinner, why youlda — it was a real delicacy because |
don’t think chicken tastes like that anymore. Yamow you don't — it was different, and a lot of
times I'd go in the back door of Butch Baldwin’s MeéViarket there, and he'd be making
bologna, and you'd get a little piece of that fréslhogna — it was really delicious, you know, a
real treat for me. | was just a little kid runniagpund the back alley in those days. Joe and Pete
Spagnuolo played out in that alley, and | playetliothe back alley with them, and | used to
ride around, around Northville delivering groceries

Ely’s Ice House was there — they made ice. Andpoofse, everybody — if you had a electric
refrigerator in those days, that was really sonmgthi most everybody hadda ice box. (Ely’s Ice
House — what that on the site of where the Sawrailhiture Store is now, where Ely’s
Hardware used to be?) No, no — Ely’s Ice Housengis there next to where the Cloverdale is.
That was their business there, and they had théevit® plant was right in there. And people
would drive in behind the stores like you can nbut it was some different because it wasn't
paved or anything, and buy their ice right therthatice plant. And they’d put a fifty pound
cake of ice on your back bumper — you had a buropstour car, and everybody would come
and get — in the summertime, there would be quiiteeaup there getting ice, and they also



delivered ice around town. If you were one of tmegular customers, they’d come to your
house and put the ice right in your ice box. Amelytwere going up and down the street
delivering ice all the time in Northville, and kittsved to ride around in the back of that truck,
you know, when they were delivering ice and gettle Ipiece of, a piece in the summertime. Do
all those sort of things.

(What about your father’s grocery store as farefisgeration — did you use ice or did you have
a?)

No, well he did when he first started in when hesdawn there where A&P — | think he had an
ice machine in there, but when he went in, whemthe building was built there, he had electric
refrigeration in that store at that time. And thgk man came every day. You didn’t have to —
we were way ahead of on the milk situation as tatwhey are today. The milk that was
delivered today was thrown away tomorrow. Theydidell you milk that had a date on it for —
it was Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, FraaySaturday’s milk. And he came in
the morning and took all that milk out of that lmex — the milkman — and put all fresh milk in
every day. And so you, and of course they deliv@nédk around town too. They would start
around 3 o’clock in the morning (Where — which gao you remember?) Well, it was — there
was two dairy’s right in town at that time. Thevas Lloyd Morris Dairy which was up on

North Center Street right where Phil Jerome haswoffice — right, Dave Jerome. Rightin
the back there, he had his little dairy, and hevdetd all his milk from out of there, see. And he
bought the milk from farmers around here — he’& pig the milk around different farmers, bring
it in there and pasteurize it, and then he — andhdbe streets. Even way before milk was
pasteurized and things like that, you know. Andkda the days when they had quarantine —
diphtheria epidemic in Northville, and | remembepple had their milk bottles piled on their
front porches because they didn’t — the milkman lehotitake ‘em because he was afraid of
germs from bottles because if they ever had anyl mirdiseases......

(Yeah, hold that thought in a few minutes ‘causeaht to know more about but tell me about the
milk delivery first.)

Well, the milk was delivered every morning. Theguld start out about 3 o’clock in the
morning and deliver, and you'd leave your milk botin the — your front porch, and so when
you got up in the morning, your fresh milk wasisgdton your front step.

(Where was the other dairy — you mentioned the pne?

The other dairy was Don Miller, and Don Miller hlaid dairy on — that’s First Street, isn't it
Pearl? Yeah, and a — now it’s kinds hard for melioyou exactly where Don’s — he was three,
about three houses from, three houses south fraiy Sieet, and it was right in behind his
house. He had his dairy — had a building baclketldrere he did his bottling and pasteurization,
and all those things. Matter of fact, | used takvor Lloyd for a little while when | was just a
young boy and go down there and wash bottles fardown there in his dairy. He had a place
there — a revolving brush where he washed botlas$,0f course he sent ‘em out in all these
glass — they were in glass bottles, they werenitaper cartons. It was all glass bottles. And the
dairy business was quite different in those dags thihat it is today.



(Well, tell me now before we forget the diphtherig...

Epidemic — | can’t remember exactly when that viass the thing | remember about it was
because they used to — you couldn’t go in the hoi¥edad would leave the groceries on the
front steps, and they’'d bring ‘em in, and they’dlkal remember on Dunlap Street there was a
lot of places down there where they had it, ang’thkeave the milk bottles, and they were all
piled up on the front because the dairymen woultake ‘em away because.... (Do you
remember how old you were then, about what yeantaa?) Oh, | —it’s a little difficult for me
to remember exact year, but I'd say maybe '26,s@hewhere around there.

And we lived right next to the Methodist Churcht’s a house there that's been moved, since
been moved (The Methodist Church being where then@mwor Church is now — is that the one
you're speaking of?) Yes, we rented — my dad tbathouse next to the Methodist Church
there, and we lived there for quite a while. Thetivbdist minister had a — the parsonage was on
the corner of Main and Center, and the ministeaimi@ was William Richards, and his daughter
still lives out here off Seven Mile Road. Her nam€hizmar now. And we used to play with
Billy Richards, his son, and Fred Casterline liaedoss the street where the funeral home is
now, and we, all three of us, used to play arotmedMiethodist Church. Reverend Richards took
care of the clock that was up in the top of therchpyand he had to go up there and wind that
clock, and it was quite a trip up there becauskdteto go up these ladders one way and another
to get up where the clock is. And we used to gthepe with him sometimes when he wound
that clock, and it was quite a task to wind itw#s a heavy spring and you had a big handle on
it, and you had to wind that clock. (That wasithiaister’s job, huh, they didn’t have a
custodian, | suppose?) Yeah, in those days, itkivasof ... And then out behind the church at
that time, they had some old stalls out there wherg used to — | remember there was a man
who used to drive his horse down there and parkaan’t remember his name, but he lived out
here on West Seven Mile, and his horse was blind he’'d drive it down to Northville and tie

up his horse out there, and he’d give us kids 2fsc® clean up after the horse when he’d gone
away.

| remember a business they had on Center Straet-thhis is long before my dad brought that
dime store in there. A man had a clothing storthé@re, and he gave us bills that we had — he
wanted to peddle bills all over town. He was hgwarbig sale, so he got us boys to peddle bills
for him, and | think he wanted to be sure we Idfilbat every house. He said, “you left those
bills at every ...?” “Oh yes, we didn’t miss a hotilsAnd he said, “well, here’s 25 cents, you
split that between ya.”

Then about 1928, my father bought this propertyare, and it was owned by a lady by the
name of Dora Norton, Mrs. Norton owned this whateaan here. (It was a farm then, was it?)
No, it wasn’t a farm; it was just vacant grounde bbught this land in here, and he built his
home next dooe moved up here about '28 next door here. Andiweel there all the time except
that short time we were in Bellevue (Belleville-Avhen we had the store in Bellevue. And we came
back here and we lived here, and | lived here glltine rest of my time in Northville, and went to
Northville schools and graduated from NorthvillgghliSchool. (You practically lived most of yourelif
on this same piece of land, haven’t you?) Thaglstr We lived here most of the time.

(Tell us about your suppers ....)



Oh, yeah. | had some friends over here on MaieeStry the name of Porters. They had two boys over
there, and we were, used to play in around herad tAey used to hunt rabbits and pheasants atitball
sort of thing, and build shacks. That was ondnefliig things that kids liked to do in those daysd we
went up in what was called Bloom’s Woods, and ighithis area up on the end of Main Street. Mr.
Bloom owned most all of those woods there up toiatpvhere Mr. Whipple owned part too. And Mr.
Whipple was an attorney, and he lived on Eight NRtead over on the other side. He had a big house
over there. Now, what's there now? It was up whbe Methodist Church — the Methodist Church is
there now, but up, when you go up the hill, the pyle House was a big stately house up on the top.
(Was it on the same side as the church ...?) Sateeosiy up the hill more on the way ... (There are
homes there now.) And he owned quite a lot of larttiere, and back in the woods, he had like asug
place, you know where they used to make maple sulyad we went and asked him it we could take that
old shack, shanty and make us a clubhouse up tihera.he said, “Well, he didn’t care as long as we
didn't start any fires to anything in the woodssb we went up there and we fixed that old placprefty
good, and put a floor in it, and we had a littleetiron stove. And our folks came up there og@thi

and we had oyster supper up there. (Oyster stéy?lolks and the Porters, and we didn’t even know
they were coming up there, but they came therenagte, and we had oyster stew supper up there. We
had a lot of fun up there.

And then there was a sawmill on Linden Street. @y the name of Sharksberg had this sawmill on
Linden Street there, and he used to make cratasknymw for potatoes, and he sawed lumber for difier
people. And they came up there, and they madeensgplip there at that place up there where we were,
and they used to use our place in there, and thiekigda slopping with their syrup, and we gottdi
disgusted. And so we kinda had to abandon thidenttiing at that particular time, but that was ¢inel

of our little clubhouse up in the woods.

(Now, what do you remember, was it the Casterlimtthe Spagnuolo boys that were with you on that?)
No, that was the Porter boys over here.

But the three of us that played together down theseind the church was Fred Casterline, Bill Ridbar
and myself. And then Sid Moase, his dad ran a meaket, and he used to play with us a little while
Sid lives on Randolph Street yet. He used torigiet across from your folks there on Randolph &tre
And he’s been in Northville a long time. (I'll malka note, | wonder if he is being interviewed?) llWe
he’s been here as long as we have, maybe everrlotyed he lives on what?) Randolph, almost where
Linden comes in to Randolph. His father had theathmarket there, ran it for a long time, theydia
Randolph Street there for a while.

(Now you went to?)

Northville High School. Now, when | started goitagschool, there was a schoolhouse right on the,
behind the what was then the high school on theecerWest Street went right straight through at th

time to Cady Street, and it was — the old gradedalolvas on the corner of West and Cady, right ley th

old cemetery there. And in that schoolhouse, Itwiegre, | think, through the third grade, and wttezy

had a fire there one night and that all burnedat Blehool burned down. | can't...| guess we went int

the high school; we had some grades in the higbaelt that time. | think | got to go in the higbhool,

and we had some of our classes there. Becausehrtber when they were building, we never went back
to the other school for anything else. We werthtograde school in that building (high school) ared



also went to high school in that building. Afteat old building burned down, that was about thetfo
grade, we went into that building on the cornewbét would've been West and Main, now the big, now
the big, what they call the Old Village School ndwi that was the old high school. And then during
those years, they started to build the buildingnetiee Board of Education is now. That was the new
grade school they were putting up at that timed &rat's where our children went.

(Now, what is your earliest recollection of thesfiof all whatever industry was here, and also the
businesses, mentioned the butcher shops, you medtibe dime store which your father ran, what abou
stores here then, do you remember?)

Yes, | remember we had two shoe stores. One veak Shoe Store, down there where Carl Johnson has
his real estate office. That was Stark’s ShoeeSténd then there was a man by the name of John
McCulley that ran a shoe store. His daughter ownkistle grocery store up on the corner of Center
Street and what they call Baseline. Now that agds still there behind that house. When yowpgo
Center Street, you turn right, and there’s a ljplece back there, it looks like it might have beegarage.

| know — is anybody living there now, | don't knovt. was called Mrs. Hunt's Grocery Store, and she
was there for many many years with her little timgcery store in there, just a little — and theskj@hat
we'd call a convenience store?) Yeah, and it wasiathe size of a two-car garage, and she soldycand
and the kids loved to go there for candy. And;airse, my dad sold penny candy. People — | reraemb
all the penny candy he used to buy in there, adsl wiould come in there with a nickel and they cadd

a pretty good size bag of candy for a nickel irt iracery store. Or if you had a nickel, you coolty a
bottle of pop. You could go down to the drug stafecourse it was — there was two drug storeserdh
was Horton’s on the corner that was Horton’s Drtgy&at the time. And then Lou Stewart had thagdr
store where Northville Drug is now. That was ahlftewart’s Drug Store. And then Mr. Gunsel bought
that store. Then after that Mr. Lorenz took theibess over.

Then there was the shoe repair shop right whése iMr. Rivetcer, he had that. And then nextiat
lan Bogart had a grocery store in there. (Whabis Genitti's?) Yes. (That was Bogart?) Eh, kuh
E.M.B. he called it, but it was Bogart’'s grocergrst

And then next to that there was a kind of electhiop in there where they sold radios and television
Well, | guess prior to that, Fry’s Restaurant wathere. Mr. Fry had a place in there. (Was thatonly
restaurant in town?) Well, Mrs. Henry had a teanta@lown on the corner of Hutton and Dunlap. She
served tea down there and no lunches. And thee thas another store on Main Street called Ware’'s
Restaurant — Mrs. Ware. Now, Don Ware is stilua@Northville. (Was that his mother?) His mother
ran that little place there. Across the streatirost forgot some of these places, what was thrésma
name that ran the hotel over there? Right achaesstteet from Mrs. Ware, right almost across fthen
theater, a place called the Cowl House in therew Re ran a rooming house, and he served meald. An
he had kind of a lobby in there. His father wazidl War veteran, and he always had his uniform on
and right often he'd be sitting out in front. By went in there for a — at noon to get somethinggatt,

he'd always say, “Have some of the soup, that'stwieamake our money on.” Eat a lot of the soug. H
served good meals in there; you could go in thedeget a pretty good meal. (There was three ar fou
restaurants in town then?) Yeah, and then Mr. lk@yhad what they thought — when he went in busines
- a lot of people ate at Fry's Restaurant. That aaice place to eat.



And of course there was a hotel on the — that ltlidosvn on the corner where — on the corner of Main
and Center, called The Ambler House. Years agonha a hotel there, and they served meals theye wa
back then. (Right up at the corner where theyyimg¢ to develop?) Yeah. (OK, ‘cause there’s thtaer
building that still — the last | heard was being as a hotel.) Yeah, that's what we used to ball t
Greek’s because — what was his hame — John Pdllthhafor many many years. He had a bar in there
and a restaurant on the other side. That was foeeelong long time. And then (They moved the dia
course.) Yes, the bar’s gone now, but it was tf@renany many years.

Then Bill Smith sold his Christmas trees on theneorright by the bar. If you went down to buy a
Christmas tree, why Bill would quite often be iethar. So you would have to go in and get BMWhét
other bars were here, by the way?) Well, wher-afteen prohibition was done, was over, Mr. Schafer
had an electrical shop right there where they hlaatphoto studio now (Fox) on Center Street, Wed
Schafer’'s Electric. Now after, when they brougdtdr back and Mr. Schafer turned that into a lal a
that was called Schafer's Bar. And he had prettydgplace there, pretty good as bars go in thoge da
It was pretty well maintained.

And then there was, Mr. Polls had that place overd, and the one down on Center Street wherey or o
Main Street where it's called the Pub now. Thaswalon't know whether you were here at that time
when that was an old wooden building. (Little 3@’ Yeah, they called it The Bucket O’ Blood a¢ on
time down there.

Norton’s had a beer garden where the VFW Hall is.n@hat was Norton’s Beer Garden — the VFW
Hall. (Further up on Main, you mean?) Right ambtime corner where the VFW is now.

And then down below the hill, when you go, wherat ttar wash place is in there, there was a bedegar
down there opened up. Of course all they soldlweas in those days. When they first started, they
didn't have a lot of — they didn't sell a lot ofdddiquor at that time. They didn't get going drat right
away. And then Charles Altman opened a liquor stsebelow my father there. It's right next tgyeu
know where that lady had that antique store andt\&ied Lamps — yeah, Ely’s Coal Office used to be in
there. At that time Ely moved down to ....

On the corner of, there was C.F. Smith’s Groceoy&stC. F. Smith had a grocery store on the cavher
Main and Center Streets in the old Opera Housettandwere there for quite a lot of years. (Now,
where was the old Opera House in relation to wtzettds on the four corners now?) Well, the Sparr’s
Florist Shop there on the corner of Center and &unIThey tore the old Opera House down. Henrg For
wanted to buy that Opera House at one time and gdatvn in Greenfield Village because it was kirfd o
neat looking building he thought. But some reasoother — | don’t know what owned it at the tinre o
anything about it, but the deal wasn’t completed.

(In your memory, what was the old Opera House frsedefore it was turned in to a ??)

Well, the upstairs was completely abandoned. Yauc:.. (There were no performances there?) No, no
— it wasn't structurally safe to hold that many pleo But if you ever got up there, it was inteirggto go
there and see the old stage, and | think in Jadkdo’s book, | think there’s some pictures in baok

of the old Opera House upstairs.



And then after C.F. Smith moved out of the downsttiiere, Sam Pickard put a meat market in there.
Now, Sam Pickard was something else. He was raailyaracter, didn't have a telephone. Come up to
my ...he'd always come up to my dad’s store to usdadlephone, to call his meat order in over in Bout
Lyons. He said — we didn’'t have dials then ‘cayme had to talk to the operator. He says “give me
South Lyons.” He says “Sam Pickard talking. Mgesiend me over two halves of heifers.” (Two halves
of heifers?) Two halves of heifers — he was anliEgnan and he didn’t pronounce his h’s. “Send me
two ‘alves of ‘eifers” is what he’d say. But oléu® was kinda fat, and his apron hung down; and they
did a tremendous business in there. He was reslakilled meat cutter, but boy he sold the mieat |
telling you. (Now, were the stockyards in Soutlohythen, that are why he was ordering from...?) |
don’t know, somebody over there sold and he’d agnfanybody. He didn’t care who he got it from.
He'd buy from anybody. And when he first openedItpought it was kinda unique, he had a whole pig
in each window there and in winter time he didrvé@ any heat on in the place, you know. They'dall
bundled up in there, didn't need refrigeration ‘sae refrigerated the place with the elementa Yo
went in there to buy anything, you'd stand thereé siniver, while they were back there cutting thame
and wrapping it up. And he did that all day lor@ld Sam was something else.

John Sipio was a colored man that lived on, justhnof Plymouth Road, where the Moose Lodge is now
in the A & W. And that's where John lived and tagltan old horse and wagon, and he’d come into
Northville and he’d clean up out in the alley. Bimody threw everything in the alleys in those dalys
mean you burned all your cartons out there. Pdugodiebig fires out there burning up cartons anaghi
and stuff they didn't want. And the garbage caesenall behind the grocery stores. And John Sipio
would come and clean up all that stuff where thesned at and haul it away with his horse. And he
lived down there in that kind of an old run-dowruke, and the barn was getting so bad down theré tha
just about was laying on the horse’s back, | guéskink the Rotary Club put up the barn down ¢éher

(Now, did he live there alone, did he have a fapolywhat?)

No, | don't think he had any... (Pearl Stephenghink he had a wife, but | don't know if she diedt Ib
think it was a long time ago. He was a real chterac

Then there was Lyke's Hardware Store on Main Sttezre where — that's where what’s-his-name has
his restaurant next to the — MacKinnon has hisateganht. (That was a hardware store?) Yes, Lyke’s
Hardware Store — he had a plumbing shop upstaie Lyke’s Plumbing Shop up there.

Walter Ware had a hardware store on the corneravhiee Record is or where the Credit Union is on the
corner there for quite a while. And then Walterréd/aent down and build the building where Black’s
has the shoe store (and IV Season) and IV Seaswal,just beyond Four Seasons. If you look .. {Yo
mean Del’s or was it Black’'s?) Del’s, Del Blacknd that was Walter Ware’s Hardware Store. Hetbuil
that building in there, and up at the top, you sa@ “Ware and 1929". It's still visible up thergt

seems to me that came up during our briefing ardgording, they mentioned that. | think the woma
that's going to be doing Mrs. Ware.)

Now, there’s two Ware boys that live in Northvilley and Herbert. (Let's back up just a momeny yo
mentioned something about Del Black. Is that #milly that owns Black’s Hardware?) They're related
(I ask you ‘cause it's known as Del’s Shoes, nout,ibwas Black’s?) His name’s Black, Delbert Bdac
And then right in there, they used to have a hagdrustand in there too, before they put that new



building in there where the Four Seasons is. A lmathe name of Peterson, a little man. This fertee
MacDonald’s got going. And then a couple of feltbowent over to Plymouth and opened a hamburger
stand over there. And this man Peterson opensdhémburger stand there, and did a terrific busines
there with this, hamburgers were not ... | don’t knfmaw he made‘m, but they weren't all stuck together
(Pearl S.: It wasn't a patty, it was...) (Like afby Joe?) It was a different kind of a hamburgatly.
Yeah, and he was there for quite a long while at tamburger business.

(So, we've located the hardware stores, most ofgbtaurants, and the dime store, and the drugsstor
that's about all?)

Of course, the Lapham’s Store was called PonsfgRbsisford’s?) Uh huh, that was Mr. Lapham’s
grandfather. A man by the name of Ponsford owhatidtore. (Was it a men’s store then?) No not
particularly, they sold yard goods and | guess #wgl some ready-to-wear things.

And, of course, Frydl's has been here forever. @frthe oldest businesses in Northville is Frydi(t.
was going to ask that.) Uh, huh. (When you weosving up, it was there?) Yeah, uh-huh. Of course
Schraeder’s was one of the older businesses irmiXbettoo.

(Braders?)

Brader's, when my dad came to Northville, had tkre. He was also in the Opera House on the othe
side. At that time we came to Northville, he wiasre on Center Street, Sammy Brader. And they were
very nice family, and they ran a — he ran a goairass, and that business really survived a loripwh
this town. He moved down on Main Street where,raltieey have that clothing store there, Blacks have
the clothing store, and they bought it from thdeotman that had that store; and he bought it feam

It was Braders for a long long time. (I recall whigs Braders, isn't it still Braders, or not?)oNhey
changed it; they call it Del's now. (Pearl S.: riyaHemelstein bought it from Brader. He solditat guy
named Gettelman, | think.) Yes.

Oh, when my father was in business, of course tist Bffice was right across the street from hisesio
that building where Schraeder’s was there. Scleraagnted them that building, and the Post Offias
there for years and years in that building befbeytwent down on — built that building on Wing $tre
down there. Post Office was there for a long tand then Schraeder’s Funeral Parlor was right next
door. (Schraeder’s was a funeral parlor befoveag a furniture store?) Both, they had both. ¢@h
they?) Yeah, at that time when they were in théwell, you had Casterline’s and Schraeder’s?} No
then, it was Schraeder’s, and Ray Casterline woftee8chraeder’s at that time. (Oh | see.) Yeualu

the reason | know is because Fred Casterline amuld the best of buddies and we used to play around
the Schraeder store and ride around in their tritik. father was in charge of the funeral businibkese

for many years. He ran the funeral chapel thefereéne opened his own business on Center Strext or
Dunlap Street. (You only had the one funeral hdime@?) Just one — they called it a funeral chathedy
didn't call it a home at that time. And they hae funerals there on Center Street. When theyahad
funeral, they just put up “no parking” signs andyttparked all down Center Street there. If thay &a

big one, why they'd double park’em right down Cerg&reet while the service was going on.



(I want you to tell me more about your own caréet,| don’t want to interrupt it. Let's talk about
anything else you can remember about your earldlebdd and early Northville because | understand
that you had a ...)

Well, of course, | remember when they had the khimg) in the middle of Main and Center Street down
there. And they had band concerts down there tur@&sy nights. Saturday night was a big night toed
band played down there every Saturday night, aedybady came to Northville and they went to the
movies, a big night at the movies. And the barmgedl down on the corner. Spagnuolos had their
popcorn, selling popcorn on the sidewalk, and JakeRete were selling the News, Times and Free Press
papers down there. They really hollered, I'll y@u. It was quite a town in those days.

Blake’s Jewelry — when my dad went in there inEikin Building, Mr. Blakes went in there with his
Jewelry Store. He was there for years and yeadshs daughter lives over on Main Street herer He
name is Mrs. Blasco. We knew the Blakes very wejlite friendly with the Blake family, back and
forth.

There was quite a lot of activity along Center &tia those days. Next door where Cloverdale was,
Sally Bell Bakery was in there. A man by the nashelerr ran that Bakery shop and they had a lovely
bakery in there. | wish we had, it was just a rebous bakery in there. They made salt-rising braad
when he made the salt-rising bread you’'d smell inger town. It was something else. You'd gdtiere
and it would make you hungry. | loved to go inrthand get a lunch roll, a big long lunch roll,dftiag

on the top.

When | came home from school, of course I'd stating at the front end of the store and go to tiekb
candy and cookies. And then by the time | got hamemother had dinner at 6 o’clock and | wasn't
hungry because | was eating at the store, muncliirige time.

(Now, what did your own family consist of, Carlnlean brother and sisters?)
| had no brothers or sisters. | was an only child.
(And your relatives, of course, were not from heY@u were born up north, you told me.)

Yes. My grandfather was a Methodist minister ameld in Horton Bay in the summertime and in Florida
in the wintertime. He was retired by that time &edwvent back and forth many times. Twenty-five
winters, | think, he spent in Florida. (That wamisual in those days.) He lived a long life. Y,eatd he
had a 1926 Dodge he drove back and forth to Flpedd in those days, that was a rough trip. You
know, it took him about... they would drive a coupfehundred miles a day. They'd stay overnight and
keep on going; it was quite a trip down througtréheAnd they came every Fall and Spring, stopped h
and visited here on their way to Northern Michigamr, always enjoyed that. | enjoyed when they were
here. And then we - my mother and | would go antthin up to Charlevoix, and he’'d pick us up in
Charlevoix and we would spend some time at Hortap. Brhat's our place yet, up there; we still go
there. And we now have five generations thers.th@t right? Isn’t Horton Bay where Hemmingway
stayed?) Yes, it's a very notorious place. (Did ¥now any of the Hemmingway family?) No, | ditdn’
You see, when Ernest Hemmingway came to HortondBarg, | was two or three years old; and we lived
just a mile down the road from that store. My gifather was there in Horton Bay at the time, and he



was married in Horton Bay he (Ernest Hemmingway3 wearried in Horton Bay. It's quite a possibility
that my grandfather might have officiated at tiisMedding there. He'd been a minister in HortcayB

(A moment ago you mentioned trains, what do youeratver about the interurban that came out this

way?)

Well, yeah, | remember it came up there right im¢knter of town, and you could get the streetwenet
and you could go to Farmington or to Wayne andrdtga Detroit on the interurban streetcar. |
remember going on it a few times, but | didn’t ta&e many trips on it. | remember they had to turn
around down by Griswold and Main, down there. Thag a place they turned around and backed the
streetcar up to Main and Center because there avpkane to turn around up here so they'd be gdieg t
other way. Do you remember riding on the interafbéPearl S.: No). People that worked at Ford's
used to ride on it, and they’'d come in here andedthe Ford plant, you know in those days.

In the early days of Ford’s before we let anyboahpke in the plants, you know, Mr. Ford did not allo
smoking anywhere on the Ford property, whatsoed so if you went by Ford’s about 7:30 at night,
you’'d see all the men sitting out on the curb thereing a smoke because he wouldn't let them sritoke
the plant or even on the property, so you had towgan the street to smoke.

(I understand you worked for Ford'’s).

| worked there for thirty years. (Thirty yearstla¢ one valve plant?) The valve plant in Nortlevil

(Tell me about that.) Well, it was a fun placemork in those days, really, because when | wenettee
people that worked there had been there a longevaniti knew all the things that happened along the
way. It was almost an entertainment to go to workey had so many characters down there in those
days. |don't think it was that way when it gotthe end on our journey there.

(What did you do there?)

Well, | was a machine operator, and | was in themnl was president of the union for quite a whil
I'm still active; we have a retired chapter her&iorthville and I'm the chairman of the retired pher of
people that worked in the Northville plant. (&t right?) We meet once a month during the winter
months here in Legion Hall. (Were you instrumeimidteeping it here as long as it's been here, you
think?) Oh, I think | was, yes, | think | contriteal quite a bit to that. (‘Cause it seems to neg thanted
to close it more than once.) Oh yes, they talkmxlait, that was quite a common thing to hear they
were going to close the plant. But the plant abvanade money out here. It was a productive pladtta
was always a money making thing, it made a prdiftha time down here. And we were in competition
with other places that made valves, but we madenaendous amount of them, made the biggest
percentage of all the valves for Ford products dbere at this plant. And there for many yearsadiot
of business down here.

(How many employees when it was at its peak, dorgouember?)

When | was there, when | went to work for Fordigyt had over a thousand, a thousand employees.
They were building — they were making — had a jothe basement — they made two-piece bushings
down there at that time besides the valves. Ard thhen they went to — they did away with that



bushing job down there, and we had — we lost quit# of business then. And then we went to making
totally valves and went down to about 300 then.

(Now, I've been curious a long time about the watkeel, which | know is decorative more than
anything, but what'’s the history of that?)

Well, it was hooked up to a - when the plant viest built there, it was made to generate eledyrici

You k now, they had a generator on it, and it p@dehe generator. And then they finally sold that
generator to the Mexican government, and they hbaake part of the front of the building out wheey
took that out of there, and it was shipped dowhl&xico — that generator. (Detroit sold their stcaes

to Mexico, and Ford Motor sold their4 generatddf), huh, as a matter of fact, Mr. Beal, who was the
chief engineer down there, went down to Mexicodbtlat generator up and get it going. He lives in
Northville on South Center Street. (Was the wale®V where it is now?) Yeah... (I mean was it visibl
over on Main Street?) Yeah, it was right wheiie itow — same place.)

(What other industry was here then that?)

In the beginning you mean? (Yes) We had a se&l®fy one time over here — made Stimson Scales
here. (Where was that located?) That was ovee the Cady Street in there. And there was a fouimdr
there — they made furnaces — the Bell Foundry.y Thade furnaces here; boy they made lots of fuace
(Pearl — | thought they made manhole covers...)nltdbink they made any manhole covers then.

They made airplanes here — Stinson Aircraft waseie. (Really, the complete plane?) Yes. (Where
was that?) Right in there where, right down fréma tar wash there. (Pearl — almost across from For
factory.) Yeah, made Stinson Aircraft was herenfi@ny years. Eddie Stinson lived here at that time
Northville. (Was that during World War Il or ?) oNthis was prior to the War. Stinson Aircraft redv
to Wayne, and they were operating, making airplauesg World War 1.

Marvin Multop, a man who lives here in Northvillgas — went to Stinson Aircraft and worked over ¢her
for a while. He worked for Stinson Aircraft whdmias here in Northville. Then he worked for Fard’
for many years. Then he went back to Stinson’sanfih lives down here in Northville, yeah on Wing
Court. M.J. Multop, Marvin Multop. You might lik® write his name down. He's getting on in years
now, ii years old, and he’s quite crippled. (Wid remember?) Oh yes, | think he would. Marviery
nice man and he — (Where does he live?) On WingtCihe first house, when you drive in the first
house on the right. (We have to coordinate aflthis with the director because they're several
interviewers doing these things.) If you calledrivjaMarvin knows a lot about old Northville too.eH
was here for a long time. (Pearl — well, his wiferked for your dad.) Yeah, she worked for my dad;
Mrs. Multop worked for my dad. She worked for mgtirer too. Marvin knows a lot about old
Northville and about all those things; he workedStinson’s.

That was something else. They used to take aiplaght up Main Street, you know. And they had an
airport out there on the corner of Six Mile and B&oad, out in that area out there. | guess they p

ball out there now, out in that area where theythadairport. In fact, Amelia Earhart came here time
to fly, fly one of their planes. They made one ¢héled ‘The Detroiter’. (That's interesting. Alttovhen
would that have been?) In the 20’s. | remembesmthey used to take’em right — (They taxied them?)



No they took them out with a truck without the wesngn. They'd take them out right out Main Straed a
right out there, fly them out there.

(Pearl- Joe Louis trained out there too.) Yealn, kmow when Joe Louis was training for Bob Pastor
fight down at the Northville track down here. (W&l me about that?) Well, he had his traingagnp
down here at the fairgrounds where Northville Dovensow. We'd go down there and watch him, watch
him train and he had all these fighters down thédg.mother went down there and seen him, | dido’t
isn't that funny? She went down there and seenttdin and she got an autographed picture of Joe
Louis. I've got that yet, and it was signed by &msToll, he was one of the sparring partners.edam
Braddock, who was once champion of the world. (Yesfought him.) Yes he signed the picture, too.
He was down there, isn’t that funny, she got ahthpeople to sign that thing. That's quite a thary
those sparring partners, about noon time — (Thghtiie an interesting picture to get a copy offjoit
noon time, all those people would come up to thav€dale, right next to my dad'’s store, all theentv
in there and they sold them big ice cream conabtlam sparring partners would come there eating
those great big ice cream cones. Every day at,they’d be over eating. Pearl’s dad loaned Jagd.a
saddle when he was out, and he lived out on NewhiNgwburgh and (Pearl — The part of Newburgh
they call Halstead.) OK, well it was just left (Klo of Eight Mile). The place is still down thendnere

he lived.

Pearl — For some reason or other, | don’'t know twethey were going to have a parade or what the
deal, he wanted a fancy saddle. And we used glisinsaddles on the farm, but my dad always had a
few western, and he had this one that was verytii@auSomebody told him about it and they saieyth
wanted to borrow that saddle for whatever this siccawas for Joe Louis and | know my dad loaned it
them.

| never saw Joe Louis but my mother went down thésaw all them sparring partners, but he’d down
there and training for that fight — Bob Pasteund ahe went down there and saw him. | think hegeth
a couple of dollars or something to go in, and tvdtien train. A lot of people came here and watched
him, it was kinda interesting. Oh, Northville hadbt of things happen. (It sounds that waytaiely
sounds that way.) Yeah, we didn’t think much ahibtlten, but it was quite a thing really.

(To go back to the band — did you have street damre ?)

Yeah, they did — they had a lot of street danceé¢arthville. They did — they had a lot of reguireet
dances here. At night — quite a few. They usdaldok off Center Street and have dances out tipette,
corn meal on the cement. I'd forgotten about that.

Pearl spoke about the raffles for the cars at #ie FOne year they gave away three cars, gaved ko
Plymouth and a Chevrolet. And | know one of theaxrdewn at the plant won a Ford, Russell...one of
the Fords down there.

And you spoke about the Wares. Herbert Ware wastie that got married down by the Fair. |
remember his mother came in my dad’s store anahgalierb and | can’t remember the girl's name, but
her name’s Lemon; “They’re going to be married dawthe Fair. They might as well get married down
there they're going to get married anyways.” Ahelyt gave them a lot of things, you see, they gaemt
gifts from the stores like (The Fair, the people)..Y2ah, the Fair Association arranged to gethaté



things for if they'd get married down there, on thatform down there. So Herb Ware and this Lemo
girl got married down there. But every time yowdhbt anything in the store, they gave you tickets o
the cars, you know. That is every time you magarahase they'd give you a ticket. My dad raneditr
business, and people that bought all their grosehiere, well, boy you ought a see the tickets gaty
They had tickets up their ears.

(Did he have problems running credit? Did he haag debts or were people around Northville fairly
honest?)

Well, | think by-in-large they were pretty good pay, you know. People that a — just as good as.cas
In those days, they day they were to pay theis biley came in. We had a few we had to go aftee o

in a while, but | think most people were pretty st He didn’'t have too many difficult times with
people not paying, really. Those days, he haddal$6d run a grocery bill for a month, and it wobuilin
about $60. (Would that be a family?) That's afaigily, I'm thinking of a big family. (They hadtpay
their own meat bill, didn’t they?) The meat, tdatn’t include the meat. But $60 was big, that was
really good customer that had a $60, like Dugg&t€(aude Harper. They were some of his best
customers, and they would run, they would go $6876ra month. Well, a loaf of bread was a dime and
a quarter of milk was a dime. Talk about meat, weumt in and you could buy a pound of round steak a
George Hill's Meat Market for 30 cents a pound.eiffif you wanted porterhouse, why it wasn't too
much more, you know. (No wonder you bemoan thegés, | do too.) Yeah, you know it sounds
foolish, but that’s the truth.

I mean things were...but the wages were cheap. [(fdat0 a ...) Lord, when | went to Ford’s they
started you at 85 cents an hour. That was yodirgigay at Ford Motor. That was 19 (Did ystart
there right out of high school?) Right out of Hevice | went there, 1945 | went there. Theytstayou
at 85 cents an hour those days. When you got.td$Lthought | was a millionaire then. That weal
money, $1.10 an hour. You were getting up theee.tlsn’t that something? Well, you could buy a ...
Pearl and | bought a new Ford right after we wist fmarried. You couldn’t get one for love nor
money. And you just about had to beat'em on thalhie get the car, and she did, | guess. And we
finally got that new Ford. It didn’'t have anything it but a heater. It was $1,400. A new Forldrand-
new car. (What year would that have been?) Thatav47 Ford. We'll, | suppose, back in Model-T
days, when you bought Model-T's why they were alibtge or four hundred dollars. | remember my
dad bought a new car in 1926, it was a ChevrolettRier, and that was a pretty sporty car. Thatthes
only care we had. He used it to deliver groceniits around Northville for a long time. (Did youyou
drove it?) Yeah, | drove that car. That was tret €ar | ever drove.

(OK —thank you very very much Mr. Stephens.)



