Oral History of Bruce Turnbull — October 6, 1988
Interviewed by Diane Rockall

Bruce: My father was born in Delhi, Ontario and wenPontiac, Michigan to work. My mother
was born in Tilburry, Ontario and she went to Pamito live with her father and mother. They
both went to the Baptist church in Pontiac and timey there in church and started dating and
eventually married. They moved to Keego Harbor laad a daughter named Marian, which is
my sister. In 1918, my father was doing a wiriay jn Northville and he came over by streetcar
from Pontiac, and he liked the village of Northeiltery well. He went back to Pontiac and
asked his boss if he could move to Northville peremdly. He found a store here in Northville
on Main St. that he liked and so he came back anchpsed the store and went in business,
himself in 1919.

DR: How long after your family moved to Northvileere you born?

Bruce: My father had an electrical store on E. M&in It’'s right where the gas station is at the
present time. A year later, | was born on Main &t.over the electrical store. In those days,
you had your business downstairs and you had yeanteys upstairs for living. In 1919, the
little stork came along and dropped me off in Neifte on Main St. and we have been living
here ever since.

DR: The gas station that you are referring to thttere now is the one that’s between Wing
and Center?

Bruce: The gas station is right across from MA@&tween MAGS and the parking lot. It's a
Pure gas station, the first block off of Center St.

DR: What are the first things you can remember gngwp in Northville?

Bruce: Probably the first thing | can remembehis pond. We lived at 222 Fairbrook and the
house is still there. Probably the first thingirember is a beautiful lake or pond right across
the street from the house. | remember going ddwretto the pond and my father taking a green
canoe and taking us for paddles in the canoe. elimezd to be what was called a lover’s lane.
All the lovers in Northville used to walk down dmetdike of the pond and out to where the dam
was and set there and looked at the water. | tiiaks the first thing | remember.

The second thing | would remember would be gomigndergarten in Northville Grade
School. My teacher was Mrs. Taylor. Like all thitber little boys that age, the first thing you
were apt to (do was) fall in love with your kindarten teacher. | was always a great one to
have an imagination. | came up to school one dayl #old Mrs. Taylor that a bear followed me
to school right up Wing St. and right up Cady &t éhe bear was right behind a tree right now,
a big old black bear. | was petrified and she lsgying, “Well, Bruce, no way is there any bears
around Northville. There have been in the padtnbtnow.” | said, “Yes, Mrs. Taylor, there is
a bear out there and he’s waiting for me when hgme. | don’t know if | want to go home!”
Finally she went out with me and | showed her tee tvhere the bear was and | said, “Well, |
guess the beat had run away.”
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The next thing | remember would be my first gréekcher, Mrs. Fritz. She had a
Raggedy-Ann doll. She would throw the little diollthe air and all the little children would
stand around and those who could catch the dolduwith the doll all day. There was quite
a fight to see who could sit with the doll.

Silly thing to do, but she would get the childeattention. | would imagine those are
the first three things | can remember as a littg im Northville.

DR: When you were canoeing on the pond, how olceweu?

Bruce: We lived in the store for a couple of yeand then from Main Street we moved over to
1% Street. There was a brand new home being buifish Street by a man named Mr. Johnson.
We moved from Main Street to the First Street whems approximately two years old. At four
years of age, we moved to 222 Fairbrook and thewtenhad the place before we brought it,
used to grow ginseng. Ginseng has to be grownarshade. Our whole back yard was all
shaded and we had about a half an acre of land.tfére whole lot was covered with these
boards like they would use for lathing plaster.reBiquarters of an acre of the back yard was
covered with these little lattices, and they wardtlup about six feet off the ground. The man
was growing Ginseng there. When we took overdhéd,lthere was no more Ginseng to grow,
so my father piled these boards up and we woul# Wwain one end of the lot to the other, about
six feet high on these boards.

My mother stayed there right up until | was inthgghool and through college and | went
into the service. When | got out of the servicg,mother still lived there ‘til about 1973. Then
she sold the home. | lived there until | got nedrand moved away.

DR: The other thing you mentioned was about the.d#¢here exactly would that dam have
been located?

Bruce: When you come down Hines Parkway Drive flsher's Gas Station, you go east
toward Sheldon Road. Half way between Sheldonfaster's Gas Station, you'll see a big
hump of dirt on either side of Seven Mile Road.aflis where the dike was. The dike was right
across the road, there. Of course when they putdidd in, they bulldozed it out. The dam was
right by the creek going up to the cemetery. Tlagewwould back up so much you could paddle
a canoe all the way up to the Fish Hatchery, whimlv we know is where the tennis courts are,
up on Seven Mile Road. There’s a high bridge goingnto Rural Hill Cemetery. The reason
for the high bridge was that (the water) was withiiout six feet of the top of that bridge. That'’s
the reason the bridge was so high there. Ordjntmdy wouldn’t put a bridge that high. The
dike is still there after you cross over the bridg®u can still see the dike up into the cemetery.
They used to call it Balboa Lake. In the earlygjajuring a flood, the dam was washed away.
Henry Ford, as a gift for Northville came back dnat a new dam across the creek. It took all
summer long for his men to build a new dam thdree first week after they were completed
and they moved away, we heard a tremendous explosie night. What some of the workmen
had done (was) they had come back with dynamite¢@ss®d the dynamite into the water. The
fish came up by the bushel-baskets full. (Theyyweeit there in canoes and gathered in all the
fish which wasn’t too bad, but it wasn't the righing to do. The biggest problem was (that)
they made a little crack in the new dam. Anybodgws that anytime you get a dam, even
though it’s just a little sliver, it's just a mattef time before that dam will go out again. Iroab
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three years, the dam opened up to about eightearsrwide and out went the water and there’s
never been a pond there since.

DR: When the dam went, the pond disappeared alieget
Bruce: Well, when you have a crack in a dam, theemjast runs right out like a flood.
DR: So it ran down the river?

Bruce: Right down the river and it also swept a femases away, down farther by the race
tracks.

DR: Before the original dam was built, that wasevat

Bruce: (When) they built the pond there, origina(ly) was back in the days of Mr. Ambler. In
fact they called it “Ambler’s Pond” and before thavas Fairbrook Street, it was called another
name. | think it was called “Pond” or it might lealveen called “Ambler Avenue”. Then at that
time, also, there was a lot of things going ontrigfound the pond. That was where our first
brick factory was right at the end of the pondsdlit was Mr. Rodgers’ First Condensed Milk
Factory on the corner of Rodgers Street and Fakb(Btreet). That's why they call it Rodgers
Street, on account of Rodgers’ first factory wherhlad condensed milk.

DR: The Ambler Mill was also located in that sanemeral area?

Bruce: Yes. As | understand it, he was the one lilh the pond, originally, to turn his mill to
do his grinding of corn and grist and so forth.

DR: So as far as you understand, prior to his timt, was ground then?

Bruce: | would say, prior to his time, it was jpstrt of the Rouge River. When we were about
fourteen years of age, a friend of mine named Rpringer, who has now passed away, (we)
thought, “well we don’'t have a pond here anymorsviam in, so we’ll make our own pond. We
worked for about a month and got sandbags and dhoméhe creek. We did a pretty good job,
because we had about eight to ten or twelve feettdr there right in the bend of the river. We
had our own private pond. Pretty soon, some obther boys in the neighborhood came down
and started using our swimming pool, which wagyhtrivith us, but we had another kind of
fringe benefit that we didn'’t realize, becausesgstiarted coming down to swim in our pond,
also. It was about forty feet across and aboulvevieet deep. It was a nice place to swim. One
of the prettiest little girls came down the strieed Japanese bathrobe with her girlfriend. Her
girlfriend was named Pearl Willis. Her name nowesarl Willis Parmenter. These two girls
came down and started swimming in our private pddhought this one girl was really cute,
especially with a pretty little bathrobe. Her nawes Rita Heatley and at the present time, she’s
Rita Turnbull, my wife.

DR: Let's talk some more about your growing-up geand the kind of things you remember
from school. You mentioned your kindergarten tea@nd your first grade teacher. Which
school was that?
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Bruce: The school was right off Cady Street avdas facing east. The grade school was facing
east and the high school (was) where it is at teegmt time, what they call the “old high
school”. The high school is still there but thadg school has burned down.

DR: The building that was the high school that yeualking about is no longer used for the
high school.

Bruce: That's right. It's used for children ti{ate) having problems and it’s run by Garden
City school system. As | remember, that school gk for $75,000. You can’t even build a
home now for $75,000. That was a very well-builieol and at one time, they were going to
bulldoze it down. I'm glad they didn’t becausesitell built and it's well worth preserving.

DR: Did you attend this school for high school?
Bruce: Yes, Rita and | both went to high schookimat (is) the old high school, facing Main St.
DR: Do you remember the fire that destroyed thelgschool?

Bruce: | remember the fire in 1936 when our grad®sel burned down. | went up to that fire,
put my boots on and my raincoat on and it was énntiddle of the night, like three or four
o’clock in the morning. Being only a block awawgrn the school, | went up there with tears in
my eyes and watched our beautiful school burn. Higé School fire was many years before
that. It seems like, to me, it was in the earlis2Ghen the original High School burned which
was on the corner of Wing Street.

DR: So by the time you remember the building the€ge now, it was already built?

Bruce: Right. When the school burned down, theais abig problem because here was a whole
school (of) children and no place for them to golot of the people opened up their homes.

The first grade would be in one home. The secoadeggwould be in another home. Also, they
built a portable quonset hut out in the playgroand they used that also for many years for
school and then later on it was a Boy Scout Hall.

A fellow named Mr. Owen, who had a clothing stor&lorthville, was the Boy Scout
leader at that time. Eventually, that building i@®ed over to the Boy Scouts and then later on
the Scouts got their own building, which is downendthe corner bank is, on Dunlap Street.
That's where the Boy Scout hall was. Then theg that building down. Later on, the Boy
Scout Hall was moved over on Cady Street, nexted?ost Office. That building was supposed
to be built with the people’s money of Northvillerfa Boy Scout Hall. For the present time, the
city of Northville (is) renting it out to other cqranies. But that building, as far as | know, is
owned by the people of Northville for they donatieel money for it.

DR: Do you have any other childhood memories (of)ds that happened when you were
growing up?

Bruce: Yes, one real vivid one. When | was ingheh grade, | had a teacher, Ida B. Cooke. |
thought she was a very mean lady. Because sha habit of making her kids study. | didn’t
like to study. I'd rather play sports. She armtidn’t get along very well. In fact, she didn’kaé
me and | didn’t like her, either. Anyhow, | thougtWell, | can stand her for about a year” and
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she probably felt, “Well, | can stand this felloar Sixth grade but boy, will | be glad to get rid

of him.” We finally got out of the sixth grade anent into the seventh grade and lo and behold,
she was promoted to (be) the principal of the s#vand eighth grade. Well, about this time, |
figured that | couldn’t conquer her and she couldohquer me, so we gotta compromise. We
became the best of friends. As far as | know,vgae the finest teacher that Northville ever had.
In fact, later on, they named a school after Rdre Ida B. Cooke School is up on that Taft Road.
It is now used for the senior citizens. Of coutsey still have a lot of things going on there.
Temporarily, the school is in mothballs, so as Naile increases in size, they'll start using it

for a school again.

DR: You mentioned that when you first met Ida Cqolai had problems because you
enjoyed sports. What kind of sports?

Bruce: In Northville, in the early days, they Hzakeball, basketball, and football for the boys.
The girls had girls’ basketball and girls’ softbaliVe had no swimming pool, so there was no
swimming. Northville did have a golf team, too.

Northville always had excellent sports teams dnedhtiggest competition was Plymouth.
| would say, right now, the biggest competition korthville is both Plymouth and Novi. In the
early days, there was no high school in Novi s¢haistudents in Novi graduated out of grade
school and they all came to Northville. (This) weal good for Northville because | would say
that about ten to fifteen, maybe twenty percerthefteams were made up from the athletes from
Novi.

DR: Were you on several of the teams?

Bruce: | played baseball, basketball, football, golf. 1 was on the golf team. In fact, | even
ran on the track team. Basketball was my bestspe won (the) league championship when |
was a junior, (and were) league champions as arseWe won the district and were runners up
in the regional both years.

In the early days there were no buses in NorewiEverybody would walk to school.
When there was a basketball game, the coat wawdduip about three drivers who were very
good drivers. The team would meet up at the scaodlthe team would get in those two or
three cars. Especially for a tournament game, a@dvgo to Eastern Michigan, over in
Ypsilanti. All the parents would line their cans behind the team and they would be lined up
for about a mile. It was like a snake. If we wewugryone would blow their horns coming home.
If we lost, why of course, it was kinda quiet.

There was a lot of interest in sports. Of cotiney were in the days before television so
sports were the big thing in Northville.

When we got into high school, Ida B. Cooke, ageas the class sponsor of our senior
class. The biggest thing in those days, in Noltgn¥or a boy or girl, was the Northville-Wayne
County Fair. The Wayne County Fair was down whieeeNorthville Downs Race Tracks are at
the present time. | think practically everybodyNarthville, especially the youth of Northville,
kept looking forward to the five days, usually iepfember or early October which was when the
Northville Fair was going to be. This was a raglfair. The only one larger, in this whole area,
was the State Fair. They would take over the whad@ and all of us who lived in Northville
would be there the day before the Fair started whey brought all the animals in; pigs,
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chickens, horses, ducks, cows and the sheep. Will\go to the Northville-Wayne County Fair
for five days, day and night from eight o’clockthre morning ‘til about ten or eleven o’clock at
night when they had fireworks every night. Whea fike days were over, we would go down
on a Sunday and watch them load up all the horségnk everybody in Northville who was my
age or older, why they certainly remember the NolttrWayne County Fair. That was a big
thing of Northville.

DR: | know that the Fair was during the thirtiest o you remember approximately when
they started?

Bruce: It really started in the early ‘20s. | woway around 1925 was when they started the
Wayne County Fair. | may be wrong on that daté tthat’s pretty close to it. It continued on up
into the ‘30s. In 1942, when World War Il had stdr there was no Fair at that time, as |
remember because everything was for the war efRight after the War, in 1945, Northville
Downs took over with their first mutual race trankhe state of Michigan.

| have another little thing about the Fair. Tikisluring the Depression days. Nobody
had any money and they were trying to get moremaoiie people to come to the Fair. This one
year they advertised in the Northville Record dragbody who might get married at the Fair,
they would give the couple a brand-new Ford autalolI his brand-new Ford automobile
would be approximately worth about $700. Well, @Back in the ‘30s was an awful lot of
money. Consequently, they ran an ad in the papktreere were many young couples who
decided they wanted to get married during the Fairey selected a couple named Don Starr and
his wife. Don was a rather short man and his wis a little bit taller than he by about four,
five or six inches. They got married at nightiarft of the grandstand and that really brought in
hundreds and thousands of people which were rathesual. They always had a real nice
Vaudeville show along with the Fair. The nightloé wedding, they played the Wedding March
and Don Starr and his new wife-to-be came up ompliborm. All of the chorus girls are in
beautiful gowns. They had a big pink hat on tog #rey had pink feathers and they stood like a
big wall around the couple. The minister came g pronounced them “man and wife” and
they had their Ford automobile. It was a nice lblaiwe. Of course all cars were black. The cars
weren’t in colors like they are now. After theytgoarried, they got in their new Ford
automobile and drove away. Their honeymoon lodge the log cabin on River Street. The log
cabin is still there and as far as | know it’s tmy log cabin building in Northville. At the
present time, it's owned by Northville Downs. wygo down on River Street, you'll still see
the log cabin.

DR: OK. Now we’re going to talk a little bit whgbu remember of the town.

Bruce: Probably my first recollection of Northvilgas during the Depression. At Christmas-
time, everybody was so poor, (that) to help owg,ERchange Club of Northville, which now is
defunct, went out and bought goodies for the chaiidsf Northville during the Depression. They
would make a little bag and in that bag there wdoddin apple and some nuts and a few pieces
of candy. About a week before Christmas, downhenfour corners of Northville, the kids

would line up for about a block long, from the carof Sheldon and Main, almost up to City
Hall. They would be standing in line, sometimes@dt freezing, waiting for a bag of candy.
Then Santa Claus would come in jingling his betid the children would come up, one at a
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time, and get their free bag of candy. Santa Chaudd come right on the corner of Sheldon
and Main Street and they would block off the roadd he would give out candy right there.

Also Northville had a lot of dances. They wouldse off North Center Street, between
Main Street and Dunlap Street and put a band spethere. The bands would come in there and
everybody would dance there. | would say threor times in the summer they would have a
dance. That used to bring people in by the thalsaihey also had giveaways. Every time
you would go into a store and buy something, theuld give you a ticket. The night of the
drawing when they had the big dance, everyone wgalstore-to-store and all the stores had
their free gift in their window. | remember onghi | went down there and | won myself a little
rocking chair.

The businessmen also took over the Northville Téreand gave free movies. If you
wanted to go to a movie and go to a store and bmething, they would give you a ticket to go
to the movies because they tried to keep the nmbeater open at that time.

Another thing about the Depression, there was anay around and everybody was
broke so Mr. Amerman decided that he’d pay the skteachers by script, which was just a
piece of paper saying “$5 or $10” worth of scrip¥hen the teachers would come downtown,
they would go in a store and they would say, “Da gacept script?” They store would say
‘yes’ or ‘no’. If the store would say yes, why ththey would turn their script in and get $5
worth of groceries or $5 worth of commodities. fha&ter on the script was turned back into
cash, as | understand it, by the School Board.

Dr:  Can you tell me names of some of the storesoore of the businesses?

Bruce: FreydI's had been in town all the whileeydl’s is still there. | can’t remember
Lapham’s. It was Ponsberry’s before Lapham'’s. ré&leas a drug store on the corner named
Gunsell. Where Genitti’s are, that has always keegrocery store way back to 1860 or 1870.
Later on, that store was owned by E.M.B. which.lglBBogart. It was Bogart’s father that
Henry Ford game a new Ford automobile to every fadree. Old Henry Ford didn't like the
Ford Dealer in Northville too much so he went taithd_yon and bought the car and gave it to
Mr. Bogart, which happened to be Mr. Henry Fordisigin. Also Mr. Henry Ford spent part of
his honeymoon in Northville up on North Center 8tyeight on the corner of Center Street and
Walnut Street. At the present time, they are restind the house and putting a new porch on it.
It's on the east side of North Center Street. $atvays happy to see them improve that home
because that was the home that Henry Ford spenbfdais honeymoon in.

After E.M.B. had the grocery store, then a fellsamed “Smith”, they called him
“Smitty” here in Northville, was also the Postmagte many years. He owned the grocery
store. In those days, if you wanted groceries,d/oall the grocery and they would give you
service right to your home. They would take yodeorover the phone and fill the order and put
it in the truck and bring it right up to you. Laten Genitti's took over the store as a grocery
store and then eventually Genitti’'s went into atidin restaurant which they have now. It's
called “The Hole in the Wall”.

DR: You mentioned Henry Ford’s honeymoon. That bef®re you were born, right?

Bruce: That was quite a ways before | was born, yes
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DR: How do you know about that?
Bruce: From other people in town and through thgats.
DR: Is the Bogart family still in town?

Bruce: Some of the Bogarts are still around tha.atedon’t think there are any living right in
Northville, now. There are two Bogart boys who siit living.

In the early days when the Northville School woctane to the end of their year, all the
senior classes would go to Washington, D.C. Iséhtays we had freight trains going through
Northville and also passenger trains. For yowtnean, sophomore, junior, and senior year, you
worked very diligently trying to raise enough morteygo to Washington, D.C. Every time you
worked an hour, you got so much credit for it. kel all kinds of ways of earning money. One
year we tried to raise money by going out and piglkapples. Taking them down to Parmenter’s
Cider Mill and pressing the apples out, they wqulgithe cider for us and they would charge us
75 cents for a jug. We would take that jug andveelit to people’s homes for a dollar. We
made twenty-five cents on every jug of cider. Vdd A few hundred jugs of cider that we
delivered. That was one way we raised money.fdtoryears of school, you were trying to
raise enough money to go to Washington. Whemally came time to go to Washington, why,
it seemed like to the tickets were about $38.9%mdauip to Washington and that included three
days in the hotel. The train would come into Neifte and stop and the fathers and mothers
would take their children down to the depot. Tleeat was right on the other side of where the
spring is, which is now flowing at the present timehey’d get on the train and we always had
two people from the school system go with us. Bd&€ooke was one that went with us and a
man named Mr. Johnson, who was our history teac&r would go to Washington, D.C. for
three days, take in all the sights in Washingtoi, @me back. That was quite a sight to see all
the kids leaving on the train and coming back leytthin. They would take the train to Detroit
and then the train would hook up with the traitashington, D.C. and then they would go on
from there, but we started right from Northvilledane returned right to Northville.

DR: When you raised money for the senior trip, eddh person raise their own money, or did
the class pool all the money so everybody could go?

Bruce: They would take the amount of money thay tlaésed and each person would work and
keep track of how many hours that you worked. undass of 1937, when | graduated out of
Northville High School, we had 54 students in diass. Out of 54, there was about 42 of them
that went to Washington. Some of the kids didréntto go, or didn’t have the money to go, or
didn’t put in the hours of work. Then you'd takese 42 people and divide that into two or
three thousand dollars and if you didn’t have emoungney, then you’'d have to pay the
difference in cash. There was a man in Northvilened Mr. VanHove who lived up on West
Main Street, and he had a daughter in our class,h@s since passed away, Betty VanHove.
Betty VanHove married Dayton Deal. Dayton Dealpsnorth right now. One day Betty came
to me and she said, “Bruce, are there any studeatsvould like to go to Washington that don't
have enough to go?” | said “Yes, | know about’fiveler father reached in his pocket for those
five students to go.
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DR: So your class actually didn’t earn enough m@ney

Bruce: Some of us did. 1did. | had enough hanyrdut some of the students didn’t have
enough hours in and they didn’t have any moneyd&emp the difference. Mr. VanHove, out
of his generosity, paid for five students to go.

DR: What did Mr. VanHove do? He must've been jawkalthy?

Bruce: Mr. VanHove had a lot of businesses. Thehasiness he was in was making these
contraptions when a person has had a severe apeeatd cannot go to the bathroom anymore,
they have to go into a little bag. He was in thaginess in Northville for many years. There
used to be Gunsell’'s Drug Store. His little offisestill there where he had his business. People
used to write in from all over the country askingihio mail out so many of those. In fact, | was
down to the Chamber of Commerce just recently. yTja a call from someone in Texas
wanting to know if that place in Northville waslkthere. | just happened to be in there and they
said, “No, they’re out of business”, but Dayton Déae son-in-law, took over the business up in
northern Michigan.

DR: Do you remember some of the larger industneswn?

Bruce: | can remember the Globe Furniture Factoay inade school furniture and school desks.
If anybody goes to an antique show and sees a detk, because that is a Globe Furniture
desk made in Northville, Michigan. | remember whiea Globe Furniture Factory burned. | can
remember the Stinson Airplane Factory where Mnssim used to make the airplanes in
Northville. He would manufacture them right doward at the railroad tracks, right across from
where the spring it. Once they built the airplaniksy would take a little truck and they would
pull them up Main Street and down Rodgers Stradtt@the corner of Beck Road and Six Mile
Road is where the Stinson Airfield was. Once thelythe airplane out there minus its wings,
they would reassemble the wings and them they wioulid out. They would fly it around and
make sure it worked alright. They practically leaery plane sold before they’'d get it built. |
remember one Sunday, why | came home from chunthpay father said, “Today, were going
out to the airfield and see a person named Amelrh&t.” | said, “Who is Amelia Earhart?” A
boy of ten or eleven years old, | had never heéttis person named Amelia Earhart. My
father informed me that she was probably the fiteebt aviator in the world and she was going
to attempt to fly around the world by herselfwhiuldn’t be non-stop but she would be the first
woman to attempt to fly around the world. We weut to the airport. My father said, “We got
an hour, or two to wait. Would you like to go foride in an airplane?” | had never been in an
airplane before in my life and | was scared to lkhledn those days they just had a two-seater
plane, one for the pilot and one for the passeagdrit was all open. They put a pair of goggles
on you and a hat on your head. Of course my hemdsey small, | couldn’t have a hat on, but
my father put a hat on and he put me on his lapodt him $5, which was a lot of money. We
had about a ten-minute ride around Northville. akvgo scared, my father kept saying, “Look
down, look down”. All I could remember was justthle noise because you were right out there
and you could see the propeller going around intfod you. | guess maybe my father got his $5
worth, but | don’t think | got my $5 worth. | wéso scared to look. | can tell you what the
inside of that airplane looked like. It had an ambt of gadgets. But | never saw any of
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Northville, or very little of it. We got back tti¢ ground and pretty soon, why, a real slick plane
came in. Amelia Earhart came in and landed aaitield and got out of the plane and waved to
everybody and signed autographs. After she go¢ doere, she got in her plane and flew to
California. You all know the story of Amelia EarhaFrom California, she flew out into the far
west. She was going from island to island, islangping across the South Pacific and all of a
sudden she disappeared. There’s been a lot ofilgien of what ever happened to Amelia
Earhart, but the soundest story that | can rememvbsrthat the Japanese were getting ready for
Pearl Harbor. They were building up their resemwag back in the ‘30s. She had seen
fortifications and airfields that nobody in the Wbknew except her, because she flew over
them. The story goes that the Japanese shot her @ad exterminated her because they could
not let any of their secrets get out because there wlanning a future war against the United
States. If they had, why, there probably wouldave been any Pearl Harbor.

DR: When you saw her here in Northville, that wdeew, in the 1920’s?

Bruce: That was in the late ‘30s. | was born in99o it was right around '31 or '32. It could
have been even '33 when she was in Northville.

DR: The Stinson Aircraft Plant that was in Nortleithat was located where the stores are
now, across from the Chamber of Commerce?

Bruce: Yes, right across from the Chamber of Conemelf you came down Cady Street there
are still a couple of factories down there rightvnolr here were many factories right in there
together. The Stinson Aircraft Factory would lghtion the corner of Cady Street, where Cady
come in to Main Street on the right-hand side.

There was another business in Northville calledSiver Spring Bottling Works. In the
early days that spring started flowing in 1923 had continues flowing up until the last few
years. The water was so good from that spring; tladled it “Silver Springs”. The trains
coming through Northville would stop by and picktins water by the five-gallon jugs and put
it aboard the train. When you went into the dintlag, they had a big sign there, “We serve only
Northville Silver Springs Water”. That train wouldn between Saginaw and Toledo. They also
would take that spring water and they would pun five-gallon jugs by the truckload. Each
truck going into Detroit would probably have ab86tor 40 maybe more of these five-gallon
jugs, turned upside down. They’d take these fighog jugs into Detroit to the J.L. Judson
stores and to the General Motors Building. Theybldurn the jugs upside-down in the
container and refrigerate it. That's what everypwags drinking in the offices of Detroit.

They also had a bottling works and they bottlexlifands and thousands of bottles of
pop. They would ship the pop all over this parMithigan. Down where Asher's Gas Station
is now, they used to carry pop. We kids used tagthere and buy the pop and drink it. It was
Silver Springs Pop and that was the only king qf p@ would drink. There were two popular
drinks in those days. One was Vernor's Ginger Meich is still going, and the other was
Northville Silver Springs Pop. This was in the slégfore Coke. There wasn’t any Coca Cola.

DR: Did you tell me where the bottling plant was?
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Bruce: If you go for a walk sometime, walk ovee tiop of the railroad tracks and you'll see the
ruins of where the Northville Depot was. They tabout the ruins over in Rome, well;
Northville has its own ruins. You can see wheeettinbers and the foundations are still there
from the old depot. Right east of the depot, ihathere the Silver Springs Bottling Works
were. When you would go in there and watch therkimgathe bottles of pop, there was a huge,
big spring at that time. Right now, it's coveragen They had a beautiful glass over top of the
spring. You'd look down there in the sand and wateuld just be boiling up just ferociously.

In the early days there was a cartoonist in Detwbib use to have a cartoon in the ‘20s. He
would use the Northville Spring as his backgroumdhiis cartoons. His name was “Nebb”.
Every day he would have a cartoon in the Detroivdlabout “Mr. Nebbs did this, and Mr.
Nebbs did that”. He always used the Northvilleiggs as the backdrop in the pictures. For
years, and years that spring was called “Mr. NeBipsing”. Eventually, the well ran dry, just as
it is at the present time. The City of Northvilept getting complaints, just like they are right
now, “What happened to our water?” For a shoritogeof time, in fact, | think they are doing
this right now; they hooked up the City of Detwiter to the spring. People would come out
from Detroit to get a jug of Silver Springs Watehiah is reality, they were getting the City of
Detroit water, and take it all the way back to D&tand drink it, thinking they were getting the
Silver Spring Water. The good father of Northviilgured that wasn't right, and the Rotary
Club thought that wasn't right so they drilled allwét was a forty foot well, and a man named
“Mr. Reef”, who has since passed away, said, “Aglas that well is going there, | will repair it
and keep it going”. For about two or three yeheytd have to put a new motor on that well to
keep the water flowing. When the motor didn’t rtire water didn’t go. At the present time the
water is not flowing out of the spring so they going to have to drill that well deeper. They
will probably go down another fifty or sixty feet hit the same Silver Springs Water. The
reason that the water is not coming out therdyasthere is a gravel pit on the other side of the
railroad tracks and they kept digging deeper, a®pdr, and deeper for gravel and pretty soon
the lake filled up there. At the present timeyéhare two or three lakes. The first lake there is
all filled up with Silver Springs Water. Insteafidiverting out to the spring, it diverted back
and made a huge, big lake. That's right where Me@aat the present time. Up off of Griswold
Street, you'll see this beautiful condo which istjadly in the Township and partially in the City
of Northville, that's where the water is divertesickwards. When they dug the springs, they
upset the arrangement of the water coming out.

In the early days, there was a man in NorthvileMain Street named ‘Rathburn’ who
sold Chevrolets. The Chevrolet garage was rigidsacthe alley from where the travel bureau is
there on West Main Street. There’s West Main $ttbere was an alley, and then there were
about four or five places of business. At the nésime, the City Fathers are thinking of putting
more stores in there and double-decking the pairkingThere was Rathburn Chevrolet. There
was Dayton-Bunn Ford Dealership, down from théffbeere was the Northville Hotel between
the Ford and Dodge establishments. The hotel bthsre. It used to be the Northville City
Hall. The building was torn down a while back, that is where they kept the Fire Department.
In those days, we had one Police officer namedQviacky Lyke. When there was a fire, they
had a Model-T fire truck and invariably, they wotlave to help and push the Fire Truck down
the street and get it going, and then go to tlee fifhere weren’t too many fires around so
sometimes that fire truck would set there for qaienile before it went out. On down the street
was Gunsell's Drug Store on the corner and E. &@cery, where Genitti's are. Down next to
that was Freydl’s, which is still there. Down feet was a fellow named “Orel Owen”, who had
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a clothing store. Then on the far corner, thers arsother drug store named “Stewart’s Drug
Store”. They always had a Cloverdale Dairy. Jpa@hola had a sweet shop. Now it's where
the liquor store is. There was a Bradner’s Stordarthville which is now owned by Black’s
Clothing Store. Northville always had a bakerjhebank was owned by Lapham. It was
Lapham’s State Savings Bank at one time. The basklocated where the jewelry store is at
the present time.

In those days everybody had their milk delivergdriilkmen. You didn’t go downtown
and buy a gallon of milk, you had milk delivereBon Miller delivered milk.

There was another fellow named “Morris”, up on dieer end of town that delivered
milk. Mr. Morris got his milk from all the farmemround Northville. In those days the milk
was not pasteurized. There was one farmer outonMVile Road that had malaria fever. Not
knowing it, he kept say to his wife, “I should ra® out milking the cows because | feel so sick”.
Not knowing it, he was putting the fever right inlk@ milk. Mr. Morris took the milk and
delivered it all around Northville and there welmat ten to twelve people that died in
Northville of the fever. My father was one that ¢fee fever, but he lived through it. The fever
was very bad and you get it with a temperatureroprad 103, 104 and 105. Eventually, you can
stand it no longer and you die. It was a verysadition in Northville. It wasn’t Mr. Morris’
fault. He felt very badly about it, but there wathing he could do about it. Shortly after that,
all the mild was pasteurized and then homogenirneld @ course, there was no problem like that
again.

DR: What year was that?

Bruce: That was in the thirties. When you had rdgkvered to your home, you would buy
about $5 worth of tickets ahead of time. If youneal two quarts of milk, you would tear off
two tickets and stick them in the bottle. The mm#n would come up to your porch and see two
tickets in your bottle. He’d already been paidtfue tickets, so then he would bring you two
guarts of milk. In those days, the milk had so maeam on it. This was before cholesterol.
They didn’t even think anything about cholesterdhe more cream the better! Most milk had to
be 3.4 or better, otherwise it wasn’'t good millkhefe was so much cream on the bottles of milk
that in the wintertime, the milk would set out aouy porch, the milk would raise right up out of
the bottle and you'd have about four or five inchésream with the cap sitting on top of it.
Many women would take the cream right off the tbghe milk and bring it in and make
whipping cream out of it. They could whip the argat was so rich. Now days, of course, with
cholesterol, why, that’'s a no-no to some people.

DR: You mentioned the Northville Hotel and when yoantioned it, you said, “It’s still
there”. Is that the building that's across fromawivas the “Winner’s Circle”?

Bruce: Yes. Atthe present time, there’s a spgrgjoods store where they sell Michigan and
Michigan State clothing and things. That was tlaehotel right there.

DR: Do you know when that building was built?

Bruce: | don't know when it was built, but | do rember the old hotel that was right next door
to it. That was called the ‘Ambler Hotel'. | rember the days of the street car. The street car
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used to come up and stop right on the four coroekdain Street and Center Street. We've all
seen pictures of the hotel and what it looked likesat on the angle. At the present time, they
just sold that property. That hotel set right éhen the corner and my aunt used to come in from
Detroit. My sister and | would meet her up at $kreet car track. The first thing we would do is
go across the street and have a disk of ice credms beautiful old hotel. Later on that hotel
burnt and it’s kind of a jinxed corner because ti@el must've burnt in the early ‘30s and up to
the present time there’s nothing ever been ondbwater. It has been open, it's been used for a
parking lot and different things. They had to sledl bowling alley about four or five times.

This developer might go ahead and build somethieget That's been a jinxed corner ever
since the hotel burnt. That was a beautiful bogdihere and a beautiful hotel. | don’t know
why so many buildings burnt except that everyboelgtéd their homes with wood stoves and |
think a lot of times the stoves would overheat tirad's what set the houses or the building on
fire in Northville.

DR: What can you remember about the way the Anthtgel was?

Bruce: Nothing too much about the hotel exceptaswa beautiful building and | had ice cream
in there. | was probably somewhere between fivktan years of age.

| do remember the street cars in Northville. V8edito ride the street cars of Northville.
In fact, the street cars were very rapid transpioria In the early days those street cars used to
go anywhere between forty and sixty miles per hdurat was plenty because the cars used to
go between ten to fifteen miles per hour down EMhé Road in a muddy, rutty road. It was
fast transportation. There were two lines of $toaes coming into Northville. One came from
Detroit, to Dearborn, to Wayne to Plymouth, to Meile. That was one line, owned by one
corporation. The other corporation owned the sttaes that went from Northville to
Farmington to Detroit where they bypassed to gower to Pontiac. You could go from
Northville to Pontiac by street car or you couldfgam Northville to Detroit in two different
directions. It seemed like, to me, that the stcaes went from Northville to Detroit about every
half-hour. It was fast transportation and goodgpmrtation. Not only did they haul passengers,
but also the farmers would bring all their produde Northville and their milk in milk cans so
when the street car headed for downtown Detrolyéaithe morning, they would take all the
farmer’s supplies down to the Farmer’'s Market imvdtown Detroit. | remember one day that
we were going to go over to Pontiac to visit mynghaother. My sister and | stood on the
corner. There was a waiting station to wait fa $treet cars. The waiting station, at the present
time, is where there’s a building where they akéngaphotographs, on N. Center Street. It's the
second building on the left-hand side, where isgagy’ll take passport photographs for you.
That was the place where you'd wait for the stoaetif you wanted to wait inside. My sister
and | were so excited to go to Pontiac on a stae¢bhat we stood out on Main Street. They had
a box about eighteen inches square, right on M@iges There was a green light in there, and a
red light. If the light was red, that meant whbka street car started coming up Main Street to
pick up passengers, they light would turn to gre€he street car would trip the lever down by
the Ford Factory. Everybody got excited that tinee$ car was coming to pick them up. We
would get on the street car and ride down to Gridvireet and the conductor would get out and
change the tracks. We would go out Griswold tchEMile Road and right down past
Meadowbrook Country Club. We would go on over gatla transfer and go over to Pontiac
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and visit my grandmother for the day. In the emghiwe would come back and get a street car
back to Northville again.

The man who eventually became the governor of Idaith owned a dairy in Farmington
and out of the generosity of his heart, he donkted for the street car to cut across between
Farmington Road and Grand River. It's just unusiial the tracks run right by his dairy. So, it
made it rather nice. He donated the land, but theriarmers would put their milk on the street
car and bring the milk right to his dairy. He waashrewd and a very good man and he
eventually became the governor of Michigan. | témhk of his name right off. A little
conniving and a little politicking but “I'll give gu the land, and you put your street car by my
dairy”. There were more dairies around but he’titige business because the street car went
right by his place of business.

DR: Earlier, you mentioned the Ford Plant, briefo you remember the old building?

Bruce: No. | can’'t remember the old building it &he building | remember pretty much is
the one that’s there at the present time. Theyewaties for cars for years and years and years.
At the present time they’re making gas tanks ferlthD Ford. Ford has changed their design
from metal gas tanks to plastic gas tanks. The Factory is going out of business. They've
been going out of business for years and yearss tifhe, | guess it’s for sure. In December,
they’re going out of business.

Just a little bit about that wheel going aroundvddhere, it is turned by water that come
from the Mill Race, which is across the street wetttie village is at the present time. During
World War I, they had a generator on that wheehsa in case it was bombed by the Japanese
or the Germans, why, they generator would make gimelectricity so that the people could get
out of that factory, especially at night. AfteetWar was over, they sold the generator to
Mexico along with the Detroit street cars. | ddkriow if we got paid for them or not but
anyhow, that's where the generator went.

DR: So after high school you were away from towndwhile in college and in the service?

Bruce: Right. After high school, | went to collediest to Eastern Michigan, and then | went to
Michigan State. My wife went to Cleary Collegeveitually, Rita came back to Northville and
started working at the Detroit Edison Company.oA¢ time the Detroit Edison Company in
Northville was the main headquarters for this whadet of Michigan. It went all the way as far
as Howell. Northville was the main offices and buglding is still there. It's a very nice
building and a very big building right on the coroé Center Street and Dunlap. It was where
the bank was and bank just moved out of it. Wherstarted dating, why, | used to go and pick
her up sometimes at the Edison office there and/atdd go down on Hines Parkway Drive and
I would pack some sandwiches and we would have sameéwiches on our lunch hour.

One thing | can also remember of Northville is oldr Opera House. Back in the ‘50s
they had the final showing of the Opera Houseidih'tl get to the formal showing, but a friend
of mine and | went into a back window. | rememtlenbing up inside of the building and
going up the stairway and seeing the old Opera elbefore they tore it down. For those who
don’t know where the Opera House had been, it mab® corner of Dunlap and Center Street.
The Opera House was a large building and couldseat700 people. It was a three-story
building and the building went much farther backrthwhat that alley is at the present time. It
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was an excellent Opera House. At one time theNili¢ Record was downstairs in the offices.
They had two places of business downstairs, theaOgeuse up above. A fellow named “Sam
Pickard” owned it and he put it up for sale fomsany thousands of dollars. Henry Ford came
by and said “Mr. Pickard, I'll buy your building”l don’t mean that Mr. Ford did, but he had one
of his buyers come out and make the offer for hivir. Sam Pickard, who owned a meat market,
at that time, in the building, found out it was HgRord who wanted the building and said,
“What does Mr. Ford want it for?” The buyer sdide want to take it down brick by brick and
take it to Greenfield Village and reassemble M. Pickard said, “Well, if Henry Ford wants it,
I'll just up my price”. Instead of being, say fexample, $10,000, its $15,000, if Mr. Ford wants
it, ‘cause he’s got all kinds of money and if hentgait bad enough, (he’d) have to pay me
more.” When Henry Ford heard about this, he safflam Pickard, “Mr. Pickard, as far as I'm
concerned, I've offered you a good price and if goa’'t want to take my price, why, you can
take it down, brick by brick.” That's exactly wh@r. Pickard) did! He tore the building down,
brick by brick and they hauled it away. (It) washteme for Northville. 1 do remember the
Opera House in there and right over the stagelysee the picture in Hoffman’s First Hundred
Years of Northville, there’s a huge, big bird, otlee stage with its wings outstretched. |
remember when this boy (and I) went in there, (veee)standing in awe looking at this huge,
big bird with its wings outstretched. | can’t remiger if it's an eagle or (if) it's an owl. It seem
like it's an owl. The stage was still there. Tdié curtain was still there. The seats were still
there. Even though it was getting old and (hadjubeo crumble, you could tell (that) in its
heyday, it was really the opera house in this whaoéa and, of course, the place to go in
Northville was to go to Northville’s operas.

DR: It was going on in the’50s, is that right?

BRUCE: | think it was 1955 when The Northville Red had the final showing for people of
Northville if they wanted to see it. They wenttopsee it and then it was torn down.

DR: But the argument with Henry Ford was earlart that, (because) Ford died in the ‘40s.
BRUCE: Oh, yes. It was many years earlier than. th

DR: When you were a child, growing up, in the ‘20&l the ‘30s, they weren't using the Opera
House for anything?

BRUCE: No. The building was there. | don’t knauether it was condemned or what, but
they could use the offices downstairs. If youees pictures, there’s a store on either side and
then there was a larger, wide door in the middleat was the door going upstairs to the Opera
House and that door was always kept locked evaigththey did use the places, downstairs for
businesses.

DR: But the young people in town didn’t have miiduble sneaking in to see it.

BRUCE: Well, it was boarded up, but there’s waysemove boards and | suppose if we’'d got
caught, old Cracky Lyke would've been after us.
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Cracky Lyke was a real busy man on Halloweerabgse when | was a boy, everybody had
outdoor bathrooms. It was a great thing for tltkeepboys. | don’t remember this too much
because | wasn’t quite that old, but the older bhegald get eight or ten of them together and
they’d go all around Northville tipping over thetbauses. | heard one story that a man was
sitting in his outhouse with a shotgun, protectirgyouthouse so the boys wouldn't tip it over.
They snuck out there anyhow and they tipped hint ait him sitting in there with a shotgun,
trying to protect it. The trouble was, they tippedver with the door down. He had quite (a bit
of trouble) getting out of the outhouse. Crackkéyvas the only policeman in Northville and
was getting calls all over Northville, “Come to hguse quickly because the kids are trying to
tip over my outdoor bathroom!”

One other thing | can remember real distinctly wadady named “Mrs. Watts”. In the
early days when Northville and all the other plaaesind had telephone operators (that) would
line up eight or ten of them in a row, each ontngjton a little chair. When you'd want to make
a phone call, they would take your number and minpkug you in to the number that you
wanted to talk with. At night, why, there wasn’tuah business. There was only one person on
duty, and that was Mrs. Watts. She was the nigbtaior. If there was a fire in Northville, and
you wanted to know where the fire was in the dagton (at) night, you'd pick up the phone and
you'd say to the operator, “Where’s the fire?” yheould tell you, or if they were real busy,
they'd say, “Don’t bother me now, I've got to ctik Fire Department!” At night Mrs. Watts
was there by herself and lots of times she wouldetta call there for a long period of time. For
example, if Northville played basketball againstr®buth, and her son was the Northville
basketball coach, Ted Watts, you would say, “Hoavttle Northville basketball team make out
against Plymouth?” She would proceed to tell yoi“Northville beat Plymouth, 19 to 24” and
she would proceed to tell you who the high poinhraagirl was who played the game. In the
early days, why, they didn’t have basketball (withg first team and the second team. They had
the varsity girls play first and the varsity boyayed second, which 1 still think would be a good
idea, today. She would tell you who won the gar@be would tell you where the fire was. She
would tell any of the news of Northville. In fat¢think she was kind of glad to talk to
somebody. Once in awhile she’d say, “Hold it, jshinute. I've got a phone call.”

DR: What was the time period that Mrs. Watts wdrkeere?

BRUCE: It seemed like she was on from about exjHock until the wee hours of the morning.
Probably eight hours. She probably went on attegiock at night and stayed ‘til four o’clock
in the morning. Then somebody else came on teuwelher from four o’clock on. Where the
telephone offices were was right upstairs oveljghelry store. The stairway is still there.
There was a dentist up there, (but) at the presaatthere are (offices). The dentist was Dr.
Alexander.

DR: What years was she a telephone operator?

BRUCE: Ever since Northville started having telepés. | don’t know when telephones come
(to) Northville, but it seems like, to me, it wa®and 1890, up until, | would say, almost to
World War IlI.

DR: And then after that, they had the regulart@yy?
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BRUCE: They had the automatics like they havéataresent time.
DR: She was operator most of those (years)?

BRUCE: She was there for many, many years. Hehsa just come out of Albion College.

He was a very handsome man with beautiful curly &iad a star athlete at Albion College, on
the football team. He came to Northville and Herfeadly in love with a high school girl in

(the) junior class. The school board found outuébois and they kicked him out of Northville

as a teacher. I'm not sure about the girl, baeéms like they also asked her to leave Northville.
She had to go somewhere else to graduate. It wed &no-no” for a schoolteacher to be dating
a junior in high school. The girl he was datingsvitae most beautiful girl in Northville and he
was a handsome young college body, just out oégelko they fell madly in love.

DR: Do you have anything you might like to say @aithe War years in Northville?

BRUCE: During the War years, Northville closechtigip. Everybody went to work in a
factory. A few of the stores kept going, but itsmeery, very difficult to keep going in Northville
because there was nothing to sell. | remember i@rhe home from the service and | started
working back at the Northville Electric Shop, welh@thing to sell to people except a few
lamps. One day we got a phone call from Detrgjirgathat a company in Detroit named
“Detrola” was holding six radios for us. | gottime car (to) go to Detroit to bring those six ttl
radios back. We had a waiting list of people wagto buy radios, wanting to buy refrigerators,
and wanting to buy stoves. There was none beirdgrdaring the all the War years. There was
quite a backlog of people being without merchandséwent to Detroit and got those six radios
and all I had to do was pick up the phone call peeapd say, “Your radio is in”, and they came
right down and bought it.

Most of the women were running the businessesithille. Their husbands, unless
they were older, and their boys were off to the \&féort.

One day back in the ‘20s, a man named “Mr. Warelt la new hardware store in
Northville. He just got the building completed amelhad it stocked with shotguns and rifles and
ammunition. The people of Northville got a calkovheir radios from the State Police
Department saying that Dillinger was coming throtigk area and to beware. In those days,
nobody ever locked their doors. Everybody was safdorthville. That particular week
everybody started locking their (doors) becauseérigigr was coming from Chicago to Detroit.
He had a little unfinished business to do with sgaegsters in Detroit and he came over from
Chicago and he was going to wipe them out becduese(tvere) giving him too much
competition. The story goes that he came into INdlle and went into Mr. Ware’s hardware
store, cut a hole in the back door and stole dlliefifles and all the shotguns and all of his
ammunition. In those days, if you wanted to gotmgnaround Northville (for) rabbits or
pheasants or squirrels, why, you just pick up yghatgun and walk over here by the cemetery
and start to hunt. Most of the men and a lot eflibys and some of the girls hunted birds and
pheasants and rabbits around town. His store @aly istocked with ammunition and rifles.

The trouble was, he hadn’t paid for them. He (lhdin on consignment. When Dillinger came
in and emptied his building right out at night,tred the bills for all of these guns and shotguns
but he didn’t have money to pay for them, so hetwankrupt. He went right out of business.
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If you go downtown, sometime, and look at Blacki®8 store, you look up on top there and
you'll see the sign there “Ware’s Building 1929That’s the building where Dillinger come in
and stole all the rifles.

DR: This “Mr. Ware”, is that Donald’s father?

BRUCE: That's a different Ware.

DR: Not a relative?

BRUCE: No.

DR: Do you have any memories of yourself as a gduwmsinessman?

BRUCE: Well, my father being an electrical conteaicwhy, he was going to make me an
electrician. For the first two or three years, whyas out wiring houses in Northville. In fatt,
presume that my father and his electrician wirextically every home in the older section of
Northville. Later on, a thing called “televisioname out and so we started selling television
sets. We had the first television set in Plymauitside of the Mayflower Hotel. | took a ten-
inch television set home and | hooked it up ardidh’t work very well. | didn’t know which
was to aim the antennae so | went down to the Myt Hotel in Plymouth to see which way
they aimed their aerial. Then | turned mine aroand we started getting good pictures. Later
on, a crew of men and myself started putting ugMsion antennas all over the city of
Northville. In the early days, we would put uphégh as eight aerials a day, one an hour all over
this area. In the meantime, my father practicailed every house in Northville and | put up
television antennas and ran them into practicalgrghome in Northville and South Lyon.
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