Oral History
George & Celeste VanHellemont

Interviewer: Jen McFall

I - I should say today is Dec 27, 2005. We're ini@wning George & Celeste
VanHellemont. OK.... Farm Crest! (looking at origim@wspaper).
G - This is when it burned down, right here.
I - And that’s the original Northville Record? (&(es, that’s original). And, wait, let’'s
see the date... (G - And I'll show you pictures...).
C — Wait a minute, George...
| —Let me see the date, real quick.
C — The date is November the ...
| — Fourth, it says the fourth.
C - Fourth? Ah...
G - You see, it happened on a Tuesday. This isuasfiay. So it's actually November 2.
J - OK, OK, ‘cause, yeah, it’s still a Thursday @ap
G — of '65.
I — Oh my gosh. “Firemen battle to save dairylasiés engulf farm” — wait, where are
the flames?
C —In the inside (laughs).
I — Oh. The entire barn section was gutted, lirycand retail store saved. So this was
the retail store...
G — That was the dairy.
I — And one of ten - this was the dairy?
C — That little bitty one in the corner.
| - And where’s the retail store?
G - Right here. Right there’s the retail - we jnatl a little one, just came in, on the end
...where people could get it — and they had drawérsravthey could just grab their
milk...
| — Kind of like Guernsey’s is now, a little bit.
C — Well, yeah, small little doors, you reach in...
G — All of our equipment here went to Guernsey farnen they built that new. | helped
them set up the equipment and stuff.
| — Oh, OK,OK...I'm going to put this right over leeso we can talk and | don’t have
to...l can't get both of you in here.
| - 65 years you've been married, that's amazing.
C — You ask him all the questions you want.
I — Oh, I have lots of questions for both of you.
G - You want to see pictures of the fire — theie (bpen paper). This is me there and
there’s the owner.
| — This was you?
G —That’s the owner right there.
| — Oh, and this is... Robert Haass. Is that howgedled his name — H-A-A-S-S?
G - Yep, that's the way it was spelled. His fatheed to own Goebel Brewing.
| — “Hundreds came to see the giant blaze™?!



C — Oh, it was a big fire.

| — But | can see, wait a minute — so this is patled road was paved in ‘65, right?
G - Yeah, it was paved.

| — And they think that someone set this?

C — Oh yeah.

G — Well...

| — It can’t be proved.
C—Well...

G - The guy was kind of a little bit nutty. Whka came in there.... They got it on the
telephone — the office, it was in the dairy pldhere was an office in there. And the
woman got out of there because it was on fire -bthieling. This guy and made a call to
his wife. And he disguised himself; he said :hthyour husband went to help get the
cattle out, and | think he got burned up in it’haf was him — he was disguising. He
even threw his pocketbook up on the ground so someould see it. So state police
took him up to Lansing, gave him a lie detectot, test they said it wouldn’t work on
him because he was a little nutty.

| — Oh, | see — he didn’t burn it down because ks made at this — maybe he wanted to
run away from his wife?

G — Nho, he was mad... He came down there for alpay, needed another hand for the
cattle. And the herdsman - somebody told thedmath, don’t hire him, he’s a little bit
nutty.

C — (laughs)

G - He said, don’t hire him. So, he kept, he waimte. And they said, no, they said, we
don’'t need anybody. Well, he said, you had amatie paper. Yeah, he said, but we
changed our mind, we don’'t need anybody. Finaliye the third time; he seen
somebody was there - a new man was there. Sofienad. And he took off, and that’s
when the fire started. This end of this big baaswall open, for air going through it.
And all they had to do was go by and throw a matah

| — So that's where he started it, here. And hawtdget on fire here?

G - Well, it went all the way across. They couldstop it. Them days they didn’t have
the equipment they got today.

| — (reading) It says “...and by dusk firemen werafaent”... Oh my gosh, how long
did this thing burn for?

G - How long did it burn?

C — ‘Til the next day sometime...

G - Oh, gosh, I'd say... two hours , two-and-a-halfits. That they were...the next
morning.

C All wood. All wood. That takes a long time.

G - That was loaded with hay and straw.... (C — Yéalas all full) All the top patrt.

| — “At five pm it was apparent that the barn waspletely lost. Firefighters poured
water on the smoldering hay from the top of a Oe&dison ladder truck”... Is this the
back, or the front? (C — That'’s the front) It s&gm Crest Dairy. Is it right here?

G - Yeah... That's the dairy plant you see here.

| — Oh. So this - the whole thing burned off?

G — The whole thing burned down, but they did stop.

C - At the dairy plant.
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G - Ildon't have a good picture to show you. Bty did stop it at the dairy

| — Well, they must have stopped it right here.

G — Yeah, they stopped it right - | think they shelittle of that. They stood in here and
shot the fire... water the other way, and they hal little bit left here. And underneath
that was the dairy plant. And they did save theydaant.

| - What was everyone looking at? They're jushdiag around watching it?

C - That'’s typical, don’t you...that’s typical.

| - That people were just standing around watcltiaglaughs)

C — That’s right. That'’s typical.

| - That's strange.

G — So when they had done, all we got left wassttos. They didn’t burn because they
were concrete and tile.

| — So everything else burned?

G — It was all down here on Six Mile Road.

| - That's sad.

G — And the funny thing about this, when the sgattkce released this guy. That night,
he had a barn in back of his house with nothing-+no electricity, or nothing. ...that
burnt down.

C — (laughs)

G — But they couldn’t do nothing, the guy...becauseviasn't right.

C — He had six, seven kids, you know.

G - They couldn’t prove that he burned it down. Butas in his backyard, where he
lived.

| — That's too bad. So (looking at the originalrhwille Record) what were you
thinking, here in this picture — you're saying, jreupointing?

G — Oh, we were looking at something, pointing,tsmmething.

| - What were you thinking, when this happened? ¥ol, thought, it's a small fire, we’ll
get it under control? Or you knew, right away #&saall going to be burned down?

G — | knew they’d never get it under control.

C - You'd never get a barn fire down.

G — That was solid hay. And, all... everything in flee winter; you know, everything
was in by November second. (I — Wow. OK.) Andréd half a mile further down on
the farm.

| — Half a mile east?

G - Yes.

C — East, right.

| — OK. I brought a map. | wanted you guys towime exactly where everything is.
G — Well, what's there now? Do you know where dleetownship hall was, is — the old
one, not the new ondg@ditor’s note: where Meads Mill Middle School Bw). Well,

that was our land right there. When they finatdsthis for subdivision, why,
Thompson Brown bought it and they donated so mamgsdor a Twp Hall.

| - Margaret(Tegge, first Township Deputy Cleti)d me a little bit about how... well,
she told me how she remembered how the house tgoy hghtning. And then the house
went up in flames. And she said she remembergdddigied a piano out and put it on
the lawn, because the house was burning down a&ydctiuldn’t get it under control.
She said that's what she remembered.
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G - Oh, that was the house that was the end dfdhe, right up in here. Lightning hit it.
(I — Yeah, yeah, she told me that lightning hit i§ guy seen lightning hitit. And he
called me, and | run up, and we got hoses and #egy But when we opened up, to go
upstairs, it was just an inferno up there. You daii| you couldn’t go up there, you
couldn’t... Those days you didn’t have the departseahie fire departments like they
have now.

| - Did you carry the piano out? Do you rememberyeag the piano out?

C — No, no.

G — I didn’t, but some of the other guys did.

C — They did get the fire out... They got the firg otithat house.

| - But they never rebuilt it, right?

G - No, because the house was an old house, mawitul house. And they got
everything down to the first floor, and there wasghing, nothing left. They tore the rest
of it down, tore it down.

| — Is this it for the pictures? Are there any mpictures?

G — No, that wouldn’t show you the house.

| - “Spectacular fire” — that makes it sound god@®uUt it wasn't.

C - No, fire is never good.

G — So that's what it is.

| — This is great. It's wonderful .. These are mypsal don’t have the greatest maps in
the world. This is an 1876 map, but... This is §fatrd over here, | think....Five, Six,
Six (Mile) is right here. This is Waterford... Sowguys were — on this land right here,
right?

G — There’s the railroad. Our property — we'reis il Six Mile. Our property started
from here, and went almost three-fourths of a miidoth sides of the street.

| —Three-fourths of a mile. It started...(G — At ttadlroad) at the railroad track and went
down here.

G — Many times | was planting; I'd see them oldrtsacoming with that the black smoke
(laughs).

I — And you didn’t go all the way down to... that nhbe Haggerty.

C — No, we didn’t go... Haggerty’s the other way.

G — No, we went down to the next farm, which wolddAldea’s farm. In fact, where
the old Twp Hall was, our line was just a little past, east of that.

| — OK, did Sessions originally own some of thaida

G — Who?

| — The Sessions? Becaiuse Margaret Tegge saidttiee Tegges) bought some of the
land from the Sessions.

C — I don’t think so.

G - Yeah, but that - Session Hospital was on S&lienRoad.

| — Yeah, they moved - she said they moved frone.her

G — No, there was no hospital there when | wasetheb7...

C — No, she don’t mean hospital, she says ‘peoplase’.

G — Well, I don’t remember any Sessions.

C — I don't either.

| — OK. Well, you can in ‘42
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G — Yeah.

| — OK. How much did they (Haass’s) own? Like himvup did it go? It went all the
way up to Seven Mile, or no?

G — No. They, they owned on Six Mile road, from thi#road east, approximately three-
fourths of a mile. And they owned both sides, angent a half a mile. (I — Oh, a half a
mile) Each side. And then the state hospital fn@s here on down back.

C — And they were in back of the farm. ... And thais no pleasure (I - Why was
that?)... We won't go into that.

| — Yeah, yeah, it want to go into that. Wasatdd people would show up?

C — Sure, that's it, you know.

G - Yeah, (C — Walking people out there...) Odd pe@pme around the house and
stuff. And you wouldn’t know what to do with ‘em.

C — with baskets and... You know, knives layingha basket, and stuff.

| — Really?

C — Well, certainly. You know, they just walked anfrom there.

G — One guy, one day | was going to the dairy,agdy’s there standing. He said, “Sir,
have you got a light?” And it's raining, just pong. He had a cigarette in his mouth,
soaking wet. And he wanted me to light it (laughd)knew there was something
wrong. | called the state hospital, and they coniteand picked him up.

| — ‘Are you missing somebody?’

G — Oh, we called them several times.

C — They were always missing somebody.

| - So they never had...

C — Security, no.

| — But they never had — fences or anything, either

D — No, later, the people who lived around them endx@m do that. You see, we moved
away from there, after that. But, we lived aroungou know.

| — But did you guys live north of Six Mile thery, south of Six Mile.... At the time you
were living there... You must have lived south of Blile Road — no wait wait wait
wait...

C — North of Six Mile. (1 - north of Six Mile) oknow where that...what'’s that
place’s name on there...

G — Winchester Road comes close

C — What'’s the name of that, factory, no... thaldighop there? All them cars are
parked there. That's where our house used to iight Bhere next to it...Well, we were
right west of the bank there now. That's wherelmause used to be.

G - You know the bank bought that property — thvess somebody in there.

| — Wait, wait, wait — off of Haggerty?

C — No, all Six Mile Road.

| — There’s a bank on Six Mile Road?

G — You know where Winchester is?

| — Oh, wait wait wait, | know where the bank is..n @e south side of the road?

G — No.

C — All on the north side.

| — I'm trying to think where there’s a bank.
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C — No, it’s... the banks up further. We lived rigiext to that. There used to be a bank
there, and they left there. There’s some kind obatfit there.

| — Where is that in relation to Ward Presbytei@mrch? Where WPC is now?

C — That’s too far. Motorola, you know that...fagtothem cars - where all that
Motorola sits?

I — No, I'll have to look, though.

C — Well, look, and that’s where our house usegetoight there.

| — So, in ’42 when you moved in, you got that rmu#nd you didn’t have any kids
then.

C —One.

G — We had 1 baby about six months old.

C — Oh, he wasn't a baby. He was ten, twelve yelaks

G -No...

C —When we moved here? Gerry was the only one ole the rest of the boys were
gone.

G — Oh, you mean here?

C —Yes.

I —No no no no no no — I'm sorry...

G — She’s talking about the other house (at Faresir..We just had a little baby...
C — When | moved there, my son was five months old.

G — Yeah.
| — OK, and so...You (Celeste) had grown up on a farm
(C —Oh Yeah)

And you had grown up on a farm, right? (G — Yeah)

| - So, you... it wasn’t any big deal. You werstjmoving a couple miles down the road,
right? (C — Yes) And to another farm? (C — Yes) OKell, what was it like — the daily
life like?

C — Oh, don't even ask! (laughs)

G — Well, I thought it was good.

C - Worked from daylight ‘til dark!

| — Really?

G - Yeah, You worked long hours.

| — Well you worked for the farm (to George) and gaid. Did you work for the farm
also? But you kept the family and house...

G — No, but she had everything there on the fasime raised chickens, turkeys, all that.
| - Sothey gave you... did they give you a liftlet of land that you could...?

G — Oh, I could use want | wanted to. | had a gar@nd she raised some turkeys. And
we had ducks. | don’t remember whether we had geeset. (C — No, no geese). We
had chickens and turkeys.

C — I did them when | was home.

I — And you had well water, right?

C — N -yes. Yeah.

G — Well, yeah, it was from well water, but it weagreat big well — deep, and by the
dairy; and it furnished the whole farm. They had...

C — Seven houses.
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G - One, two, three, four... four houses - five remjswith the Gunneson house. Five,
five houses it furnished. They run lines througéré, underground out to these houses.
But the main house had a pumphouse not far fronddirg, and the wells were deep.

C — We all drank the wellwater. And still drinkiitg

| — You have well water here?

C — Yup (laughs).

G — We got the city water line running across tioatf.

| — If you want to tap into it.

G — But we were happy with the well water and vilé iste it.

| — Well, it's worked for you guys, because how ateé you?

G — What?

| — How old are you?

G - How old am I?

| - Yeah.

G — Well, I hate to tell you, but I'm 90.

I - You're 90. That's great. And how old are yshould | ask you that?

C -86.

| — That's wonderful.

C — I don’t know if it's wonderful...

I — I'think it is. |think it's great. So obviolysthat well water has worked for you.

C — Well, they say, that when the guy pulls thel widriodically, he’ll say, a lot of
magnesium in this. This is good for you; that’s wioyi're still here. He’ll say that. And
magnesium is black; it's a dirty black-looking $tudut whatever it is, in that water, |
guess it helps people.

G — Well, you get a lot of minerals in it.

C — Minerals in it, yeah, iron, you know and rwstd all this...

G — Not like the Detroit water; it's all toilets @rverything.. and all filtered out, and you
drink it...

| — Don't tell me that — I'm drinking it!

G — I know, but that's the way it is.

C — I know that. We drink a little bit, too, sonmees. But, you know water’s filtered. A
lot of people wouldn’t drink well water, but | thint’'s very good. It's hard water, you
know.

| — I'm sure they test it. Obviously it's good, thiey wouldn’t let you drink it.

| — So you had well water there, and... there wastedity in the 40’s... Was there
electricity? (G — Yes). And you had, like washimgchines, or no?

C —Yes.

| — You had washing machines... so it was all mode@i?. But it was a two-lane dirt
road? Right, was it dirt?

C — At that time, no.

G — No, it was paved.

C — This was dirt, out here (Six Mile between Sbaldnd Beck).

| — OK, how far...

G - I had been down that road before that, beforas paved, but it was paved when |
moved there. (I — Yeah, because you grew up righurad here, right?) It used to be dirt;
and Six Mile road, if you know - coming east, thegk a part of our farmland, or his
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farmland, and they made it doge, and it went utigerailroad. Well, before, it went
straight right over the railroad.

| — It seems like that would be better to go strairight over the railroad.

C — No, it wasn’t very good.

G - It wasn’t good.

| — Why?

C —lcy.

G — It was icy, and then the railroad was built &wom there to Northville Road it went
down like this, so you came down.

| — Actually, we have that same problem on Sheload going down into town.

G - Yeah, you have that...

I — And | never drive that if it's icy, because péoslide off the road.

C — Well, you see, we have a problem, now, sineectiunty fixed this road. Our
driveway was flat and we drove right out. Now vegtg go up.

G — Now you gotta go uphill. They built that upoabtwo foot, on account of the hill up
there. .So now it's not as good as it was. Buttvaina you gonna do?

| — So, you (Celeste) took care of the kids, amshtjou ended up having five children?
C — Three boys. No girls,

| — Oh, three boys. And what kind of stuff do yemember doing? Like your daily
routine? You guys would get up in the early mognin

G — Well, we had ten dairy stores at that time.l @ged to go to those dairy stores and
maintain stuff on the farm, and make sure everghwas all right, and...

| — What, like, did... How did the whole Farm Cre&trs? Was it already going on when
you moved here? | mean, it was already establishedias an established farm?

G — We put a lot of additions to it.

| - When you first moved in here, they didn’t haargy stores, it was just a dairy; or they
had all the stores?

G — All we sold was milk. Milk, cream, and dairgoducts. That'’s all, no groceries or
nothing.

| — Well, did you sell ice cream?

G — What?
| — Ice cream?
C — No.

G — No, no, we didn’t handle ice cream

C — No. You had to have a certain kind of coabekeep it cold. We didn’t have that
kind of stuff.

G — We had big coolers in there, but that wasfiusthe milk and stuff. We didn’t get
into the ice cream end of it.

| — Ok, but when you first moved here in ‘42, howmy people were working there?
G — Oh, there was John, he was running the dairgd..aoh, probably 3. It wasn’t very
big.

| — You had three people working there?

G - It wasn't big then. They only had about hatfcazen jerseys left; or eight, ten
jerseys... and all they did was milk them. They dithlave anybody working the fields
at that time. Joe Denton - | took Joe Denton’s@lé don’t know if you know Joe
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Denton. (I — I've heard of him) He was the polateef in Northville for years. Well, he
was - | took his job, down there. He decided targo the police business.

C — And retired.

G — So I took his job.

| - So then, at the very end, like in '65 whebutned down, how many people were
working there?

C — Seven, | would say.

G — Oh, we had a secretary, there was two in thg,dhat’s three; and...two or three in
the barn, is six... probably about seven or eighpfeegear-round. And then when
summer come, we used to get the young boys otiedfigh school, at Northville.
They'd send some out, and we, they helped us pbay@nd stuff like that.

| — But it's amazing to me that only a handful efple could do all that work on that
farm. That's why, maybe, why you had to work soch

G — There was only two of us doing the planting studf. Myself, and another man...
C — You have to get up early.

G — We had two tractors. When I first come th#rey only had a broken-down tractor
with three horses. (Celeste laughs) Well, we usedds for a year or two. Then we
modernized (laughs); and got into tractors and.stuf

| — But, see - I'm not a farmer. And I've nevardd on a farm, but it seems like...

C — Well, see, then you don’'t understand any df sha#f; and that’s hard, that’s hard.

| — No wonder you worked so hard, though.

C - No, but that’s part of life, you know.

| — Now, did they — like, they had...and most of gemple lived on the property, right?
Was it five houses? (G — Yes.) So all the difféefamilies lived there? And, like, did
everyone, like, eat together, like you see in tlo®ies?

C — No, each had their own home.

G — Each had their own home.

C — You went home to your own house.

G —When they put their certain hours, when thetlpeir hours in, they went home,
that’s all. They didn’'t have to walk far, on ttem. There was a house there on Bradner
Road, and Six. And there was my house, and ommssicve had three there. And one
back, where the pumps were... It's four houses. fiftlehouse was the owners’ house.
| — OK; | have some more questions... Someone toldheee were polo fields.

C - Yep.

G — That was polo field there when | came. We tibolown, because Phil Grennan, that
really owned the farm to start with, he was a pubn. And he had, | would say, what ,
about a thirty acre field, | think. He had a =xibund it, all the way around — steel things,
and they played polo in that field. Well then whendied and Haass married his
daughter, and they came over here, well, we hadgsedor the polo field, so we plowed it
up. Well, it was just grass before, anyway, butpleeved it up and put crops in it.

| — OK. And then... Well, part of the Farm Crest vea®r here, and the other part of it
was over where | live, right? (the Woodlands, neeht corner of Six and Sheldon)

G —This is... the end of my property, here, wasahe of Farm Crest. Right here about
75 feet, 80,100 feet. Was the end And thennt(aast) to Gibson’s farm.

| =To the edge of Gibson’s farm?

C - Yeah.
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G - Yeah, to Gibson’s farm. You know where thewlate house is left on that side?

| — Yeah, oh yeah.

G — That was Gibson’s. He had it on both sidabefstreet, too.

I — So he had a portion west of Sheldon, wheréamd ended.

G - Yeah, the edge of his land, Farm Crest started.

| — Well, that was probably, then, the edge of wltée high school ends, right? So, I'm
living —I'm east of the high school, so I'm livirgn the Gibson property.

G — Are you?

I - I think. Right? And then where the school stdrivas the Grennan/Haass property?
C — I think you're right.

G — How far - From the end of the high school... erty, you lived east of that, didn’t
you? )l — I do, right now) well, then you're onldsbn’s, then.

.I'=You know, the Grennan — that ranch is stdrth Do you ever drive and see that?
G — Oh, you mean the log cabin? Oh, yeah, | dai af work in that thing.

| — Ok, what was the area like out here, then? MMas raising crops?

G - Yes.

| - Soitwas all...

C — No houses

| — So,, no houses but no trees?

G — Oh, there were trees. There was a patch oflsvabout ten acres of woods in there.
From years before that they had a big, maple thimgaking maple syrup in the woods.
| — Are they still there?

G — No, that’s not there. Subdivision tore thatail.

| — We have some — it's very small, but we haves@noded areas.

C — Not too much, no. Because when they wenhiback of us, they went in and just
started tering it down. All the big trees, jusiriag everything down.

G — | can't remember any wooded area in Farm Crestean on Gibson’s... on the
north side of the street.

| — Well, then it must be part of Farm Crest, thougecause we have...

G — Well, Farm Crest didn’t have any right at thadt either.

C — They had a lot of woods in the back of it.

| — Woods in the back of it.

G — In the back.

I - In the back of the subdivision, before... whedrese big mansions are....

G — Gibson might have had some woods in the badkleton’t remember.

C - Yep, it was woods.

G - But they had mostly all apple trees, they werhe orchard business.

C — That was here.

G - That was an orchard on both sides of the road.

| — On both west and east of Sheldon?

G — West of Sheldon, but north and south of SixeNRbad.

| —Was...

G — Apple orchards. Apple, pears...

| - But did the Gibsons sell some of that land taywe County, for the Home for Feeble-
Minded Children?
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G — No, you're talking about Wayne County TrainB®chool. That used to all the way
here, on the front.

C — That was a separate deal.

G — Went all the way up, and Gibson’s had a hunlarod. This was Sheldon Road.
Gibson’s came about, like this; and down here. alhthe rest of that area, that Sheldon
Road - is Wayne County Training school. They hé&akan in the back end, there, keep
those kids doing stuff. The silo is still theret.y

| —1Itis?

G - Yep. Right across here.

C — Two silos are together, | think there is.

G — The silo is still there. They kept the siMhen the subdivision bought that, from
Wayne County, they put all these homes in, but kept the silos. The silo is still there.
You can see the white silo in there.

| — Really?

C — (laughs)

| — Will you take a ride with me and show me whigig? | - | never noticed that.

C — How you never notice d that...

| _ It's such a big subdivision. | get lost.

G — I get lost, too, in a lot of it. But | knowWwdo get from here to Five Mile Road.

| — That’s better than me. Because | can’t do it.

C — You gotta think, | gotta go right straight -ndanake all these turns, just go right
straight, and you come out...

| — Are you sure? They still have the silos there?

G — I remember the barn, they had a nice barn th&nel the barn was all torn down.
But they left the silo. | don’t know why. Butst'still there.

C — Aren't there two of them there?

| — Can you see it outside?

G — Not from here, you don’t. You have to go dawea street.

| — OK, I'm going to try to see it.

C — Well, you gotta go down there. It's a littléfidult, but there’s no problem with
them, there.

G — No, you can see it.

C - When you make that little... thing, by that godiurse, they're on this side.

| — That's interesting. So, did any of those leder wander up to Farm Crest?

C — No.

G - Yes. Once in awhile. They used to breakinéoold log cabin, back here, that
belonged to Haas. (I — And do what?) Well, thest,.. one time he had a gun, a
revolver in there. They stole that and shot holébe damn refrigerator. And they used
to steal the liquor — he had liquor cabinets.

| — I believe that. (laughs) They were probably oy

G — (laughs) But outside of that, they didn’t do tmad.

| — So, when you moved out here, did you feel lohdeird, because you were
surrounded by all these different facilities?

C — There was nothing out here.

G — There was nothing out here.

| — Well, Wayne Count y Training Center was outeher
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C — (laughs) If you could live in back of the sthatespital, you could live any place. I'd
just as soon live by the prison.

G — That state hospital was on the other side vé€iS&lile Road.

C — No, we was never... no, that didn’t bother ug.a b

| — OK... When were you born; what was the date wyanwere born?

C — Oh Jesus...(laughs)

G — 7/4/15 - July 4.

| — Well, that’'s Fourth of July, never forget thAhen were you born (Celeste)?

C - Oh... 11/16/19.

| — OK. And how did you guys meet?

G — Well, we - her folks had a farm, on Seven Mitel Newburg.

| — OK, but it's not there, because they built Bdivision there... (G — Yep) Would if be
on the southeast corner?

G — It would be the northeast corner. You know ngHgrose Electric is? (I — Yes).
Well, right there, that corner.

| —Is it - on the tape, you said that the house stidighere, and your brother was there.
C — The house where | was born is still there.dtlsig white house. There’s my brother
Bill lives there. And he’s got antiques of all @5 And he sells them. He’s an antique
boy; he bought all kids of stuff from lanterns twwuyname-it, he’s got it.

| — How do you get to that house — is it off Sixodir Newburg?

C — Off Newburg.

I - I mean Seven or Newburg.

C — Seven & Newburg.

| — You get to it off Newburg.

C - There’s Brose Electric ,then there comes a bufistuff in there — that they tore my
dad’s house that | lived in when | was six yeats dAnd then, my brother’s house is
next to it. And then the white house | was borrsistill standing there.

G — The old farm house would go back probably &1800’s.

C - Yep, that goes back a long ways.

| — But your brother doesn't live in that one?

G — No. He built the one next to it.

C — No, he has a small house. With a bunch of wsgand stuff all around there.

G - You can’'t miss it. If you ever want to go otleere, someday I'll go with you. T'll
show you, you see all the stuff... He’s got old heah®’s got lanterns. He’s got stuff —
basement full, barns full, you never see so muati. st

C — People have bought a lot of his stuff...

G - Some of his doctors he went to go to visithaase just to see all the stuff.

C — He sells some of the stuff. He’s a little oldew, he says, “I've got too much stuff,”
so he’s started selling a little bit now, gettingj of it a little bit...

| — So, who owns the original house where you (vioena)?

C —ldon’t know. My brother and his wife livedette, and they moved to Idaho.. And
after that, different ones bought it.

G - It's changed hands a couple of times.

| — So, you lived there. And where did you live?

G — I lived on Seven Mile Road, about, oh, threartgrs of a mile east of Newburg, on
the south side.
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C — There’s a church right there — George, thear’'©rthodox Church where you used to
live.

G — Well, that’'s on my folk’s property. They namedoad after him, Van Road is right
there. They named that after my dad.

| — That's neat. How many acres was your farm?

G — Well, where he was at, they had eighty acresalla

| — What did he grow on it?

G — Oh, over there? He was in the truck - gardesiness.

| — Oh, perennials...

G — He had perennials, for flowers; pansies - leeer taking truckloads of pansies,
sweet Williams, and English daisies, all to thetBasMarket. Back in them days.

| — Did you guys go to the same school togethen?h

C — No.

| — You just knew each other because you were kirgighbors?

C — Neighbors, that’s it.

G — So did all the kids, all of us was young...wepddlyed together...

C — You walked. You're sixteen, seventeen yeaisyau want to see somebody, you
walk a half a mile down the road. Your brother dlsugoes with you to meet the girls;
after that, he doesn’t give a darn. You know hbat goes? (laughs)

| — Yes, it's funny. Because we live right by thgh school, and a lot of people don’t
like to walk... I'll have to tell you afterwardsyngood story about that. But - so, you
guys were neighbors, and what schools did you go to

G — | went to Detroit schools. We didn’t move dete until, about... right after
Depression, | think in 1931, ‘32. My folks lost eything they had in the Depression; the
banks all closed.

| — So you were already out of high school?

G — I was out of Cass Tech.

| — Really? Wow. Where exactly did you live?

G - | lived on Forest and Second Boulevard then.

C — (laughs)

| — What's that like now?

G — Cass Tech was about a mile, a mile & a halbrae& town more.

| - Have you been there recently?

G — No, but they tell me they put a new Cass TexKlu- | heard that. | did hear that.)
Yeah, they said it's a beautiful one. The oned tas a beautiful one - it was Seven
stories high.

I - I remember seeing the old one; | don’t thinkel'ever seen the new one.

G - We had foundry on the seventh floor. We useth¢lt iron and everything up there.
| — It doesn’t sound very safe.

G -Yep.

| — Wow. So, you had already graduated, so you Imag been in high school?

C — No, I never went to high school. | went asdaithe eighth grade and that’s it.

| - Wow. (C - That's it.) Where did you go to,dikit was a one-room schoolhouse?
C — A one room school. And when you got there, deitle that school, you wasn’t good
enough to go to high school. They wouldn’t everetgéu.

| — What school was it?

Oral History—Georged Celeste VanHellemont 13



C - Briggs School, Six Mile Rd and Newberg.

| — Is it Livonia?

G — You had to walk at that time.

| — So you walked a mile.

C —Oh, a little over a mile we hiked it down thrbupere. Snow, mud, rain.

| — You went just to the eighth grade?

C — A lot of people never went any further thaneighth grade. My dad only went to
the fourth grade, but he could figure in his heatlds than anybody could with a pencil.
Some can do it, some can't.

| — Isn’t that funny, though, that now you’re — ysaid one son is an attorney — they keep
going and going and going to school. You probabigk they're crazy.

C — No, they’re independent, they’ve got their owthey’ve all got their own jobs.
They don’t work for nobody, they work for themsedveThat’s pretty good.

G - Yeah, in them days, when that Depression cbhe] to quit and go to work. | was
putting in lawns and stuff for ten hours for a doll Ten cents an hour.

C — You ain't lived until you lived then. And I'tell you something...

G — Any time you didn’t want the job, there wererfguys waiting to take your place.
C — Things look pretty bad right now.

G — And you didn’t have anything. The little bl make, I'd give it to my folks to live
on.

| — Because you had a huge family, right?

C — No... there was five of them...

G — Well, I had four sisters

| — Your family was bigger (to Celeste)

C — That’s right...

G — She had the big family

C — Everybody could... you know, and my brothersytteuld fix stuff. They never
needed a mechanic. They never needed - they baudlllittle things, fix things. You
do it because you have to do it, and you learn raboait anything else by doing it
yourself.

| — How many kids in the family?

C — What?

| — How many children in the family?

C — There was nine of us

| — Wow.

C —That’s quite a group. That's quite a group.

| — So then you guys met? And then, when you first, did you know you were gonna
get married?

G - No... no.

C — Are you kidding? We’'re all a bunch of kiddtden, sixteen years old...

| — Did you like him, though?

G - (laughs)

D — No, not exactly...

G — Not at the time (laughs)

C - We just went — because he had sisters, andtlter guy had sisters. And, that's how
you...you just walked to the house, and maybe yoyeplaards. Or one had a piano, or
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something like that. Or you just went there, amohstimes you’d go to the show, once in
a while, but that was a rarity.
| — Where would you go to the show?
C — To Redford. Or to Northville; they had a theatr Northville. You didn’t get very
far, lady!
G — We went to Irving Theatre, in Brightmoor.
C — The boys went there.
G — Because we used to live right there by FiveeNRbad.
| — In Detroit?
G — No, Five Mile Road, just east of Farmingtotis ¢alled Hubbard Road now. The
house is still there. A stucco house. When tleyefrom Detroit. And they (George’s
parents) got that ... up there.
| — The house that used to show the movies?
C —No no...
G — No, the kids in that neighborhood would gettbgr. And each week some kid
would drive. And we had a quarter to spend: fifteents for the theatre, and ten cents for
a great big hamburger. And that was our weekend.
C — Now, that was just the boys. Not the girls.
G — No, just the boys.
C - Just the boys went there. My brother, hind @whoever.
| — Did you go on that Interurban, or what wouldiydn? No, you said somebody would
drive.
G — No, we drove. One time we'd take my parerds, another time another guy would
take the car.
| — Well, so it sounds like they were doing OK, &ase, | mean.... Even though they
had nine (kids)... (to Celeste) Did your parentseha\car?
C — Oh, yeah.
| - Wow. OK. Wasn't the interurban around here?
C — Yeah, but that was on Eight Mile.
G - There was one on Eight.
C — You take Newburg Road to Eight Mile. That wasterurban streetcar. It went
right to Northville, into Plymouth.
I —And if you wanted to go somewhere else, yolddento.
C —Well... Let’s face it, you didn’t go very far... Tieewas no place to go.
G — That quit, too, in about the 30’s, sometime.
| — Oh, it did? Let me check on my tape... (C — Aoel yaping all this stuff?) Yes.
C — George, you're sorry (laughs)
I — No, I'll delete anything you don'’t like. 1 wil I'll delete it if you don’t want it...So,
is it - how do you feel about, you grew up, and’y@living, and your whole life’s been
within a few miles?
G — A mile.
I - And it's changed so much?
C — Yes, but you just grow up; you don’t pay atiemto that stuff.
| — Did you never want to travel?

Oral History—Georged Celeste VanHellemont 15



C — Oh, we traveled. Not a lot, but we do. | ddwé in a car, like other people, but we
do. When we had the farm, we had a week off, tilea# August. We’d go up north and
rent a place on Houghton Lake. We come back heraee all back in the harness.

| — You have a place up on Houghton?

C — No, we used to rent a place. When my youngestvas two, that’s the first time we
went. And he is now fifty. Nobody - most of treeh people don’t travel. They stay
home. And where do you go in the wintertime? Nxze.

G — No, you just worked all winter, that’s all.

C —Yup.

G - You didn’t do much chasing, back in them days.

I - And you guys were married 65 years ago?

G - 65 years in August, last August?

| — You were married in, what, '40?

G -Yep, ‘40

| - August what?

G - August 31

| — August 31, 1940. So when did you decide yotevgming to get married?

C —Oh, I don’t know. Don’t even ask us that.ohd remember!

G - Yeah, | don’t remember.

| — Do you have a picture from back then?

C —ldon’t know...

| - I've only been married eight years.

G - How long?

| — Eight years. (C — That's a good start.) Eiglars and three kids.

| — It is a good start. What did Six Mile look likehen you moved out here?

G — This was all dirt from Sheldon Road west. Tjusy paved this about three, three to
four years ago.

| — I heard that.

C — On account of the high school being put there..

G — When the high school come in here

| — The last BOT’s meeting | was at, they wereitajkabout - they're going to be
widening Six Mile to five lanes. | don’'t know hdar out they’re coming. | don’t know
if they can come past the railroad. Because titv@ad... (G — No, they can’t go past the
railroad.)

I think five lanes, and then down back to two.

C — They talk about a lot of things, but they ddréve the money.

G — They just talk. Like they’re going to put anegpass in, on Sheldon Road...

C - You know, they don’t need it. Six Mile Roadisod, but the only time it's busy is
7:30 in the morning for maybe an hour, and at 203Be afternoon when the kids are
outside

| — What was it like, there was Farm Crest Farnd, e other side of Six Mile it was
fields...

G — No, the other side of Six Mile was farms

| - It was the polo fields, the it was the farmyieCrest. Then what else was there? The
one-room schoolhouse was there.

C — That was in Waterford, though.
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| — A little further west — like, I'm mentally drimg down the road. Like, when you first
moved out here... in 1942 what was at Six Mile andd¢aty — nothing? Or was there
houses?

G — No, there was nothing.

G - Finally, that was later, there was a gas stdtiere. But there was nothing — that was
farmland, too. Ace Crum, yeah, he bordered out.lahhere were more farms than open
land. But there was no houses. Only one housethiéit white one down there.

| — Where?

G - At Six Mile Road. It’s still there. And AGum’s farm house was there. And they
tore that down because he died. They sold that thiey kept that little white house? It's
just a little thing. That's still there today.

C — That’s right by that church there.

| — I never noticed that

G — Ace Crum’s father, John Crum. His daughtertedm little piece of land to build a
house on. He gave him a little piece of land,ghddow there’s a church owns that little
house. You go by it; you've got to see it.

| — I know. But sometimes I just go by it, but ust not be looking at the right things.

C — Maybe.

| — Pasteurization plant.

G - Yeah, oh yeah, sure.

| — how much, like - did they make milk, and di@yhsupply that milk to Wayne County
Training Center...

G — They had nine or ten dairy stores.

| — So they did, like, take milk and deliver itpeople?

I So the bakery came first. And Farm Crest...

G — They had their own stores. They didn’t own thbat they leased them.

G — The bakery used to take the milk, at one tiBug.the bakery, after about three or
four years, they couldn’t keep the milk. | thosgglahey didn’t have tankers that were
all refrigerated and stuff. They could buy powdenellk at the bakery. So then we had
all this milk. So they opened the dairy farms.

| _ Can you walk me through, what was, like, theol# of the--

| — Is this, right here, Six Mile?

G - Yeah, Six Mile? There was a circle drive, righte, they don’t snow it.

| — So mentally walk me in it. You go in.

G — This was the dairy plant. Underneath it here.

I — And when you say “dairy plant”...you mean thirigsnake a lot of milk.

G — They had pasteurizers...where you didn’t havedl®200 vats. It just

| — And it ran on, coal, you said?

G — What?
| — How did they - did it run on electricity?
G - Yes.

| -

G — When | first come down there, this wasn'’t thelée and Schlessy’s brother, we built
that. Because he wanted more cows. He had a harséhere.

| — You didn’'t need. Because you had...

G — No, Grennan did. He loved horses.
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G — So we built this, so we had dairy cattle

| — What was in here?

So this was the main part? Was there any moraer thhan the main houses?

G — Bigger than them, a lot bigger.

| — Were you sad, after it all burned down?

G — Well, everybody was (laughs). We had to takéhal cattle — we found a big barn on
Ten Mile and Novi Road rented a barn and Novi Rdaely went out of business. We
rented that, until we got organized. So the baas still there.

| — You figured they wouldn’t rebuild, right?

G — What?

| — You figured they wouldn’t rebuild, right?

G — I think the law was, at that time, if it was%@amaged, you couldn’t rebuild.

| — That’s not fair.

C — Nothing’s fair in life.

G — They didn’t want — they were already complajniWe spread manure... the
township was down on it, they didn’t want to farmAthough they were her firsts.

C — They keep picking on you and picking on youu¥aow, that's what it is today.
The big crowds the little one out.

G — They're gonna have trouble — people keep mgldiut here and building out here.
| — And then where did he go?

C — He lived right back here in that ranch housenfer Grennan farm, log cabin in Hills
of Crestwood)

| — The lady that lives there now — Ruth Hahne?

| — Do you know Jean Bemish?

| — Because | was interested in seeing if she kaeything about the history of that
house.

G — Well, first it was a cabin, and then the ownethen things burned down here. He
had a big section built. He had a big additiontitoiit. Have you ever been down
there?

| — I've look at it.

G — You can see down there.

G — So they lived there for a while?

I — And that picture right there (pointing to Towaiis History book) is the driveway to
that? So, where did it come out on Six Mile?

G — Right here — before that first street on SixeMRoad

C — Right into the house. You walk up that siddygbu walk up into the house. |
walked down there many a time. Me and my littlg.do

G - You see, we had fences on both sides. He odeskp that all mowed, all nice and
neat, all the way back.

| — He loved to ride his horses. Because Margdregge) said her son used to ride back
there.

C — I knew her son.

G — New barn, new horse barn.

I - And then when Haass took it over, it was almibst work-related stuff

G — Well, no, they still had; well, this field netxt here
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| — Itis really hilly. So it was like that?

G — We just to drive... and later we used to driventtdown.

G — Nice big crick, went right through there.

C — Oh yes, it’s still there.

| — That would be nice to live by there.

I So where we’re sitting, right now — your house.i

G — No this side of it. As you go that way, yotiit... it's before you go to the road, that
way, I'd say two hundred feet.

| — So after it burned down, he moved - Haass maviedthat log cabin.

G — He used to have it before

| — But they actually moved there.

| — Wait a minute

G — They used to ride them up there.

| — So it was his second home.

| — So how long did he stay here before

C — He kept it a long time, a long long time.

| — Well, all those subdivisions have gone in witttie last ten years.

G — Farm Crest went

| — Well, where did he move?

G — Then in the winter, he’d go to Florida

| — Did this make a lot of money, Farm Crest?

G — No.

| — Where did he get all his money?

G — And his wife owned Farm Crest bakeries.

| — Because he never even considered rebuildinglaene else, right?

| — Well, he gave you this land, right? Well, hashhave liked you, to do that, because
he didn’t have to do that?

G — Well, he did... because

| tell ya what I'll do. If you stay, I'll give yowa piece of land. 35, 36 years ago.

| — Ok, so this...

G — He said I'll give you in the wintertime. | hadriend, he roughed the house in.
That's all he did. | got a bricklayer, on Six Milead, to brick it.

C — There’s the house Haass lived in (pointingagepof Township History Book). The
barn is here.

C - You don't have to get us in there. We don&ahé¢hat... wreck the camera

G - You don’'t want to wreck the camera

| — Shush!

I - When you said six hundred was the total adtes,included the Polo fields?

G - Yes — up here and down there

| - What do you think was so important about Fammast

G - | suppose the most important thing was theyeh@liernsey. And we processed the
mild and sold the milk that's what it all

C - A lot of good memories, that’s all that’s left

When you moved out here, it was mostly farms. \Bas it all dairy farms

C — Whatever they cropped they fed to the animals
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G - There was a farm here before the Training Scta that burned down before we
moved here

(talking amongst the group, off-topic)

C — Maybe it was a cold strike. Years ago, wheras a kid, a cold strike wouldn’t

G — Cold strike will knock a few boards off, or setiming. Hot strike

| — So whatever happened to the retail storesdrbdkery?

G — We were separated from the bakery years agodedided to sell the property. And
then when Guernsey farms moved out of Northviba\ovi, We spent all night setting
equipment up.
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