ORAL HISTORY OF DONALD WARE
September 11, 1988 — An interview with Donald Warko lives on Hutton Street in Northville.

Interviewer — Marian Zayti

Don — You shouldn’t have said Hutton Street, yooustive said Wheelbarrow Avenue.
(Marian — that’s right.) The reason it's called &étbarrow Avenue is this way back when
Northville didn’'t have a dump and everybody hadtonp their stuff — their tin cans and their
ashes, and so on. They wheeled it down to Wheelwakvenue, which is now Hutton Street,
and at one time it was called River, River Streetay back. (Marian — that was before my
time.) Oh yes. That would be back in 1850 or sapably.

Marian - How long has your family been in NorthgjlDon?

Don - Oh Gosh, | don’t know — 1800 and some. Wslimother was 77 when she died.

(Marian — and she was born in Northville?) Yellafian — and her maiden name?) Ina
Walters. (Marian — and your grandfather's nami®as William — William Walters. (Marian

— what business was he in?) He was a Stone Mddost of the houses that are in Northville —
the old, old houses — he laid the stone. The prthere where Casterlines lives (Marian — Is that
right?) On Fairbrook. He laid the stone in th@larian — on Rogers.) On Rogers (Marian —
Rogers Street — Oh, that's beautiful. There arfwoof those homes left.) A lot of them they
tore down. My old family home on Dunlap was tooevth — where the parking lot is — for the,
well it was Kroger’s parking lot.

Marian - And you were born in Northville, of coafs (Don — Yes.) And how many in your
family? (Don — Just two. My brother and I.) ks till living?

Don — No. He was killed. He was killed riding dotre hill on Butt's — we called it Butt.... ‘s
Hill. (Marian — Now where is that located?) Upewvé the Northville (Marian — High Street)
No. Yeah it's High Street, but I'm thinking of oald people’s home. (Marian. Yeah it's the
Retirement Village.) | shouldn’t say old peoplaame. (Marian — the Retirement Village
which was the Sanitarium back in those days.) Y@&dhYeah, there was a Sanitarium. That
was the Scotten Home up on top. (Marian — anthyhd car, was he?) No, hit by — he hit
another Bob. He’s coming down the hill, and anoB&b was coming down that little incline
from Rogers (Marian — head-on?) Not Rogers, butd@kph. Yeah, head-on.

Marian — And what was your family’s business —\iare family?

Don — Well, my mother had a restaurant for 25 yeélikéarian — and the name?) The Bean Shop
(?) or A Good Place to Eat. The name on the sig®-wA Good Place to Eat. (Marian — And
where was that located?) Where the Brader stor@Marian — Oh, right, and is that how you

got your nickname?) Yep, | was little Bean, mythes was Big Bean, my mother was Mrs.
Bean. (Marian — that’s great.) Well, we neveeoad. Well, Marian, | don’t remember as a
youngster growing up that women ever came inta¢staurant. It was always men. In those
days we had Teamsters that would run a bill th@teey’d eat in the store and run the bill there.
(Marian — Now Teamsters delivering in trucks oN¢, No — horses, we had three livery stables
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in Northville. When you wanted to go out with yaal friend, you went in and rented a horse
and buggy. Should | say that what they did someti’n (Marian — yes, sometimes — tell that.)
Well, sometimes when they’d want to pull a badktion somebody, they knew he was going to
rent a horse and buggy, they’'d brain the horseve lgim lots of bran. You know what happened
then.

Marian — That's great. What other businesses waiereg Main Street in those days?

Oh well, next door, right where the 5 and 10 isngadut now was a Theater, the Opera House,
and then next to that was another two-story bugjdiuith a Bakery and a pool room. And then
next to that going up the street was the Bank -bB&dBank, Babbitt's Savings and Loan.
(Marian — now that was on the corner?) No, that laefore we get to the corner. Beyond the
Bank was a Shoe store, and then in between the Stieeand Black’s where the Bakery is was
Gordon’s Men Store, called Gordon’s. High clasthat time. (Marian — expensive suits?) Oh
yeah, good stuff, and then they had the Palace Madtet, which was there for years and years.
(Marian — Who ran that?) Butch Spalding. (Mara@Good old Butch — you have a picture of
him in your collection?) Nice fellow — Butch Spedd. And then I think the other side of
Butch’s was a Grocery Store — Brock’s. (Marianid fou go up a couple of steps into that
store?) Yeah, Brock's (Marian — | remember.) Bte&rocery Store, and then Spag’s beyond
that. Spag was always there as | can remembdrsarakebody — it wasn’t Spag — it was
Caskerello’s, and then Caskerello sold out to SpHuere was some relation. Spag’s went on up
to Albion up in that area, and there is still a &family up there selling the same kind of
peanuts because we stop in stop in and get peaveng time we go to Albion.

Marian — That’s great. And then was the Bank andbrner?

Yeah, there was a bank on the corner, and in bettteebank and Spag’s — the building that's
there yet — where the photograph store and tle fitople’s store. What else is in there, oh, it's
just the two stores — that was one store. TheseanBowling Alley in there. (Marian — Right on
Main Street?) Right on Main Street. (Marian +égume only men bowled in those days — it
was all ....(?) Had a hitching post the whole lengftMain Street (Marian — right.) Horses, you
know. (Marian — Were there apartments upstaiteaittime?) Always. (Marian — And tell
what we found in the alley behind the store.) Wk three-story “Pippies” — outhouses, three
stories or two stories... (Marian — And they wouldatvk walk across the ...?) A boardwalk,
and they were offset. They had to be offset. (dar Of course, otherwise the downstairs
would never be used. | think that’s fantastichimk of a two story .....) | don’t know on the
other side of the street — on the south side whethelon’t remember whether they had to two-
story or not, but | suppose they did because tlaglydpartments upstairs. The Freydls lived
upstairs on the second floor for years and years.

(Marian — Now the Bruno — No what was the — Yeatur®® Freydl was the father who started
the business and then Charles...) Yeah, and he beatleer in Plymouth that had a business,
same kind of business — tailor. | don’t know whigrey learned their trade, but they were the old
kind of tailors that sat up on the bench with thegs folded up and underneath them and sew —
what they sewed was on their lap. “Cause theynhachines, but not like they do today. A lot
of that stitching was done by hand, even back thAemd then Charlie, the one that just passed
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away. He started the cleaning business. In whshtwgasoline out in the alley. (Marian — Now
that was the first cleaners in Northville?) Ohlyethe first cleaner. Yeah, and they’re still in
business. We got to go back, when you say proleighty years — seventy-five or eighty years
that we had a cleaning business in Northville.

(Marian — That's fantastic and there were grocéoyes also on the south side?) The south side,
yeah — they had only one — one that | know of, tlmatember of. And we had two drugstores
(Marian — They were there?) For a long, long whilgell, wait a minute now — the - Murdock’s
had a drugstore where the one on the end acrasstifimtheater is, and that’s always been there.
That's always been a drugstore — that | say alwlagtsl can remember. (Marian — That's right,
and then next door to that there were houses.e€Co#I’'m going east.) East, Yes — A doctor’s
office, or a doctor’s home. | don't think that Bess, Dr. Burgess, | don’t think he ever
practiced medicine in Northville — this was his hegrabut | don’t know where — he must have
practiced in Detroit, because he didn’t practic&lorthville.

(Marian — Then next to that was the Merrit Housaswhat called?) Yeah, Merrit boarding
house — they called it boarding houses in those.d@ylarian — Now did those men eat there or
did they come over....) Yeah — no they had theirledeere, but if they wanted a snack, they
came across the street. And the only well in Nolfththe only water that we had was at the
Merrit House. And they had a well in the frontgarAnd everybody had to go lining up with
their pails (Marian — It was a pump?) Pump anchae to get water. We didn’t have any
sewers in town, and drinking waters. We’'d go asrasd you'd fight in line to keep your spot
in line. That was the old Merrit House.

Next to that would be the building that’s still tekeavas the laundry — where the beauty parlor.
What's there now? (Marian — | think a beauty stgrber shop....) But that was the laundry
where they had the stiff collars and all that styfflarian — Now, not the Frid family operated
that one. No, that was way before the Frid famMo, no, | forget, | don’t remember. |
probably will recall the name of the people thad itahere ‘cause they lived upstairs. And it
was quite an establishment because you figuredhe dollars, and everybody wore hard collars
to church. So, they probably didn’'t change thargvthey probably didn’t change the collar
every week. (Marian — Starched well, it lasts salvitmes.) Yeah.

Now, where Mrs. Lovell’s office is — that’s alwalsen there. And that was, way back, Dr.
Henry's office. And then beyond that where long’'svas another building that I think Dr. Snow
had his first office in there, when he first cammédwn. And then Holcum had his office in
where Dr. Henry is ended up with that. Then hethat office up on, was that First Street,
Wing Street, but he did start in Dr. Henry’s office

(Marian — And then the church was there?) Alwaystbey had the Manse there at that time.
Then they tore that down and made an addition.

(Marian — What kind of meals did you serve in treaB?) Well, we had breakfast was big time,

and noon, and at night. And it was like in the nilog, or at noon it was always roast beef, roast
pork, and mashed potatoes, peas or beans, or Sombkie that. They got bread, piece of pie,
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(Marian — Homemade bread?) Homemade bread, aga&nts, and coffee. (Marian — sounds
good.) Lots of beans.

(Marian — Did you often visit the Theater next dabe Old Opera House, that was called that
after the other Opera House went out of busined&®)it was always called the Opera House,
but Shortie Thompson, we’d call him Shortie he waittle, short guy. Shortie Thompson run
that, and built it, | mean rebuilt it. He put ddmay in it and that sort of thing and put the neovi
camera or the projectors upstairs. (Marian-Andaafrse, silent movies?) Silent. Well they
started — | run the movies at one time, $2 a nigid,shows. Run the slides for advertising
everybody in town, and we got $2 a night, two ofwsthe machines because it took two to run
them, we had two machines. And you’'d just sithgre all ready, and when it come to the end
of the reel one or two, you'd start the other opeand you’d shut the other one up and rethread
the other one ready for the — and generally, yourdabout sometimes six reels through the
show. (Marian-They were large back then anddidin’t start on time, did they clap?) Oh,
broke, if the film broke, everybody clapped andéra@ld — mad. That was the days. (Marian-
now those were silent films?) Well, Shortie Thowmpgrobably originated the first sound with
movies because he lived to play his drums, andaldeaHot of gadgets. He had a machine that
sounded like the water, slopping up against thesdanaocks and so on. Then he had a leather
pillow that he pounded on to make the horses Amd then he had a couple of people that one
played the violin and one played the piano, ang'thely the real sad music, or if there was
something going on, they made lots of noise. Baitvad sound. (Marian-It must have made it
much more interesting.) Oh sure, everybody goitedc

(Marian-Tell, do you recall the businesses othantbptown in Northville? How did people
make their living?) Oh, we had one of the biggestle factories in the United States — Stinson
Scale Factory. It was bought out by Dayton, nogtba, but what's the big scale factory right
now; | still think its scales...You see their namesscales. They bought 'em out, Toledo
Scales, and they went to Toledo. But we had atade factory. They made small scales for
stores, and then they had the big platform scalesdy wagons and that sort of thing.

And then we had a coffee mill business. They nwdfee mills. And they were by crank, big,
big mills. Then they went to, put electric motors‘em. They got right modern before they
went out of business. | don’'t know whether thatoh’t know the name of that...well they were
down there where the outfit that's making the waslier the (Marian-Oh, on Cady Street.)
yeah, on Cady Street. But the buildings, they theen down. It was quite a long — many
buildings. They had the old — oh, we forgot thatlvad the Bell Foundry down over there.
They made bells that shipped out all over the wo(Marian-Who owned that? That was before
Ambler’s time?) Oh yeah, before Ambler's. Ambbeught it out, but it was quite a long while
before Ambler. But they made bells down there, thueth they made the weights for the scales.
The weights that went on the scales. (Marian-aneng, half pound.) And then they made
furnaces, the old furnaces for the houses — tothedtouse with. (Marian-yes, | think you can
still see Ambler’s name on some of the old doorshenfurnaces.) Yeabh, it's still there. But it
was before Ambler — he bought out the whole woiRat | forgot the name of that — who made
that furnace before he bought the furnace out andmed it, but it was made before his time.

(Marian-And then around the corner on what wasedaiflymouth Avenue, you had the
Stimson?) Well, that was more modern times. 8tirdidn’t come in until — oh well, Stinson
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didn’t make his plane until — was | still in Higlel®ol? Probably in the late 20’s is Stinson.
And they made the plane there. The body of theguéand the wings al all; and then they had to
take them out to the field to put the wings on S&athey couldn’t transport it through town. So
they took’em out to the field at Beck and Six Mil@Marian-Was there something in that
building previous to Stinson? Yeah, that was winenscale factory was there. It laid there
empty for some time, then Stimson went in theraet &imson and Stinson are different names.
Stinson was the pilot, he designed probably ttst @lose-in cockpit plane, that was Stinson.
(Marian-Was he a Northville man, just came to?), Necame to town and found a place to
build, and after they built them, then were verpygar. Sold a lot of them, were doing really
well; and then Wayne — Wayne, Michigan, said wlild you an airfields and a plant. So they
moved out of Northville and moved to Wayne. Andrthwe had an empty building. And |
forget (Marian-was it furniture after that?) Nbwas nothing. Roy Venetta (?) bought the
whole thing. Well, he had cars in the one buildivitere the coffee mills were made, but | think
the buildings just laid there doing nothing untiist outfit came along and had — see Ambler was
out of there then, and then the outfit that’s ieréhnow bought up that piece of property.
Probably bought it from — (?) | keep thinking tiRatge — Page Motor Car had something to do
with it. Probably somebody around town will kndwat Page Motor had something to do with
that. |1 don’t know whether they built anything teer not — Page, or not — but Page, | think they
were...but beyond that was the Globe Manufacturingre/they made all the church and school
furniture — desks and so on. (Marian-Those wengpgl all over?) All over, and | think
probably there insignia...their insignia was a Glabeund, like on the desk, they had a round
cask iron thing with a globe in it. (Marian — souyknew where the furniture came from?)
Yeah. Globe Manufacturing Company and they maddatfue there for years.

(Marian-Now were those local people starting thadibess or did they come to town?) They
come to town. Probably years ago that they bedaoa people. Probably one of them — |
remember a guy by the name of Dolph (?) an old naoiph that he was Mayor of town. If you
look it up, you'd find that he was Major of the towat one time — that he had something to do
with the Globe Manufacturing Company.

And then across the street where Ford Motor isebuar’s Lumber Yard. When you say
lumber yard, they made all kinds of pulleys for Hans and for — in those days they didn’t
make the pulleys out of metal. They made ‘em dutaod — wood pulleys — old pulleys were
wood. And then they had the churn — they madee-Ctiurn Factory was there. No, it was the
Rocker Churn — The Churn Factory, and Venettag@)domething to do with that. Not fuzz,
but his parents had something to do with the Clactory. You'll probably find a few churns
around town with Northville Churn on it. (MarianNew, would that make more than a pound
of butter?) Oh yeah. Probably had different sidésvas the rocker type, they probably made
the splasher churns too, but the big thing wasdhker type. (Marian-Easier to do?) Yeah,
well they could get more done, and then they, ofs®, in the lumber yard — I'll try to think of
the name of the people that owned that — DubuabuBris Lumber Yard. There was a lot of
Dubuars — well we got Dubuar Street. They werg ver(Marian-Early settlers?) Early settlers
— they made wagons, wagon wheels, spokes for wagerls, and all that sort of thing. All the
fixtures that went for wood. In those days, indte&steel, they used wood.

(Marian-What were the streets like then? Gravé&Pavel Streets, mud clear up to your — top of
your head. (Marian-then where was the mill?) Ragound the corner on Griswold. About-just

Oral History--Donald Ware 5



beyond where the bridge is — on the west sideestreet was the mill. (Marian-Now, that’'s
about where the Historical Village is up beyond®awell, closer to the road — about where
they’re moving this new building in — that’s prolhalwhy they got trouble with the foundations
is because where the old mill used to set (refgranthe Saltbox “Cady Inn”). Probably where
that water that they’re — probably where the ola®ltpit was and so on ‘cause they had
overshot wheel in there. It run the mill.

(Marian-Now, was Interurban in business at thistiyst, or this is before?) Well, they went out
of business in about 1924, so they were in busifiess well during the war, 1918. They
probably started their, streetcars probably startedrobably — well, | was born in 1909 and of
course | can’'t remember when they didn’t have theegcar coming up the street. (Marian-so
they were there in the early 1900’s? Paved road tin still just over the gravel?) No, no, over
the gravel — the street car would run right uprthedle of the street. (Marian-And so Griswold
was a through road then because of the Interurban?)

Yeah, there was always a great separation betwasewd@d and the railroad track. It never
went over, as | can remember, never. It was amvolad structure, the streetcar went across it,
and the road went across it, going out GriswolBigght Mile. And they went right down Eight
Mile to Farmington Road, Farmington to Grand Riyerand River to Detroit, and they
branched off at Orchard Lake Road to Pontiac. Atedood transportation then. (Marian-And |
understand it took what about an hour to get?)hédur to get downtown. You could go the
other way too. You could go by way of Plymouth &ddyne. Go down Michigan Avenue. But
I think it took a little longer that way. (Maridper about what, ten or fifteen cents?) Oh, more
than that, it cost you; | think probably more likleout forty cents or thirty cents. Round trip or
one way. A lot of the people in Northville wentvdtown every day. They played cards going
down, and they played cards back in the smokethdse days they had smoker — you weren't
allowed to smoke all over the place. (Marian-Bot gould smoke on the Interurban?) Oh
yeah, but on the front of the car, they had itiparnted off the place that was called the smoker.
(Marian-I'm sure only men were in there?) YeaHyanen, well, once in a while the bad
women smoked in those days.

(Marian-hen coming up Main Street, going west agairard town, there were homes in there,
up the hill like where...?) Oh yeah, no wait, thstfigoing up the hill before you get to the
eating place there — before you get to Gandy’sll,\Were was more homes in there. Beautiful
homes, but the one that where the upholstering seawthere now. Isn’t it upholstering or
antiques and so on. That was a boarding hougbédagold cure across the street. They had a
Jag, we called ‘em, the gold cure was a Jag —ape&ldire. They came from all over to be cured
from , even back the, for drinking. (Marian — Rdecoholics?) For alcoholics, and we called it
the Jag Cure. And they called it the gold cureeaMng that they had to have lots of money to
pay for the cure, and a lot of the people, theyeweell-to-do people that were out of control on
alcohol — way back then. (Marian-Was it run bytdeg?) Yes, but | don’t know who they
were, but | remember the Jags used to come inteetiteurant for snacks. And | can remember
one real nice looking old guy, he was old then & probably he was thirty or forty years old,
but he'd always say; “It's hell to be rich.” (Man-I'd like to try it.)

(Marian-Now your mother would be one of the firsimen to operate a business?) Oh yes, well
Mrs. Brock-there was a combination grocery stom riilinery — | guess they called ‘em yard
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goods, but she had groceries and yard goods. &htamd your mother was the other business
lady in town?) Yeah... (Marian-Well she started -euhade it easy for the rest of us to ..., Well,
she must have started out — let’s see, my brothsrtwo years old than I, so we were both
young babies, she’d put us in the window. Sheéhtahce across the back of the window, the
windows were deep, she had a fence across thedb#o& window and that was our playpen.
Right in the front window. So, she’d run her besis and were open from seven in the morning
till two o’clock at night because the Ford, whea #ord started up after Dubuar went out of
there, and Ford put the valve plant in there, they three shifts, she stayed open for — through
all the shifts. They’d come on about twelve o’&pand she’d stay, be open for that. She didn’t
get cleaned up till about two. So she was thena feleven til two in the morning, seven days a
week. Now they worry about — | don’t want five dayweek... (Marian-She was a pioneer in
her field. | think that’s fantastic to set it upr the rest of the women to believe that they could
do this type of thing) Oh yeah, oh sure, well Bad all women working for her — all women.
They’'re women that were widowed and wanted to ma&ad | imagine back in those days — |
can remember in my time that | could remember; beed worked in there too that, see she
went out of there in 1928. The year | graduatedchfhigh school. She wanted me to take over
and | said, “No way. | don’t want any part of thkiad of business.” (Marian-you had enough?)
I had enough, so we sold to Braders, and boughteBiHouse down there — in on the trade.
Took the house in on a trade.

(Marian-And did they open in that building?) N, they tore it right down and built the new
building that’s there now. (Marian-Because thegrbaround on Center Street.) So that would
be probably — he opened up probably in 1929. Itdarow whether there is a date on the
building or not, but it could have been about ‘28use it would have taken — he bought it in ‘28.
(Marian-Well, he was already in business aroun€enter Street and moved around.) Yeah.

Don, we've left off our fire protection in Northié. We had a volunteer fire department, we still
have it, let's keep it. We had, at that time, vaél lone hose cart with the big wheels. That was
all the hose we had on that one cart. And thetay'd — everybody would run to the fire hall,
and the ones that pulled the fire cart got paid, they were the only ones that got paid. Then as
we grew up a little bit, we — somebody would hawlith a pick-up trick or behind a car. They
wanted to get there in a hurry. (Marian-Where tas located?) Oh, right on Main Street, right
between the — right one end of the — what do wiataabw — where the Perrin’s Shop is now.

But, well the Perrin’s Shop won'’t be there anotywar probably. What's the building right on
the corner, where the wholesale building is — M.&AGRight at the east end of M.A.G.S. that
was where our fire — it was all of our fire equiprthe(Marian-Was that water included in there

in the tank or?) No, they had to pump it. Prolabbw I'm talking probably when we had fire
hydrants. This is back — | did talk about the wile one well in town, but we must have had
water pressure at that time — beyond the, probaliye early 1900’s we had water pressure
because | can remember get in line to get a paiadér out of the well cause we didn’'t have any
running water. We didn’t have any sewers. Prob#i# sewers came in the early 20’'s when we
got sewers in Northville. We had outhouses behihthe buildings.

(Marian-And now, the hotel as located on the coofe). Yeah, where they're trying to build a
new building. The Ambler House — it was called Ambler House. And it was owned by
Amblers. (Marian-Who stayed there?) Well, thesuppose the people that came into town —
salesmen and so on. (Marian-Were they called dremmimack then?) Drummers — yeah, the
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salesmen. And of course the streetcar, we ha@etsar coming right up the main street.
Stopping right at the four corners, that was the: @ithe line — the conductor would holler out,
“End of the line.” (Marian-The crow’s next waslistihere?) Yeah, we had a bandstand right at
the end of — right in the corners. We had a bamistwe called it the crow’s nest. (Marian-It
actually had band concerts?) Oh, the band congseid to be on Saturday nights. | remember
one year us bad, bad boys got in a line in froréngtwe could — they could see us looking at us,
all sucking lemons. (Marian-Well, it's a good natigthing to think of to do — safe?) Oh, it was
safe; we didn’t hurt anybody — only they couldiié good musicians with us sucking on those
lemons.

(Marian-Now we know you did not go into the restmirbusiness, Don. What did you do for a
living?) Oh, | went to work for the county. Way@eunty Roads. In those days it was called
Wayne County Roads. And | guess | worked thergedizs; and was probably one of the first
traffic and safety engineers in the county, ohia tountry ‘cause they didn’t even have any
courses in universities for traffic and engineerisen | started out. (Marian-And traffic was
getting a little heavy?) Oh, | guess it was. (fdafEverybody drove a car.) Everybody went
from the “hosses” to the car. (Marian-What did yave?) My first car was a 1928 or 29 Ford
Roadster. In those days we called ‘em roadstdesl all the trimming on it. It has six, two
spare tires, fender wells, trunk pack, and a rurebé and the whole works. | think that car cost
me $728.00, imagine $728.00. Of course that wasa money back in 1928. (Marian-
Correct, it would be worth a fortune today.) Yehtemember going to the bank to pull out that
money to buy the car, and the fella in the bank those days, the man waiting on you might be
president of the bank — and he asked me what gaasa do with all that money. | thought —
well | didn’t feel it was any of his damn business,| pulled all the rest of my money out — |
didn’t have that much — but | pulled it all out gmak it in the other bank up on the corner.
(Marian-Just for privacy sake?) Yeah, it wasny ahhis business.

But that probably — later on I think it probablythre 30’s, about '33, | opened up a restaurant in
the bottom of the Huff Building. Which the toptbie Huff Building at that time was a
Hardware Store. (Marian-That's on the corner ofrMand ...) Where the Credit Union is now.
They had a beautiful basement with — it originaligs way way back in its original state was an
ice cream parlor. It had a Terrazzo floor, blacl a/hite Terrazzo floor — | guess it's probably
still there. (Marian-Itis.) And | had a restantraown there. Had about maybe 14 or 16 stools
and maybe, oh, 6 tables. (Marian-The same typesthurant that your mother operated?) Well
yes, we had roast beef and that sort of thing, Imeandwiches though. And of course, | did run
a poker game in the back room on Saturdays andayumghts to pay my rent. (Marian-That
was the most popular spot?) Oh boy, that was -aldke doctors and all the people that had
any warehouse would be down there playing poke8atnrday nights, Friday nights, and | had a
drag on the table. | got enough money out of &ed tb pay my rent. Back, of course it was
against the law to be playing poker because ithigls stakes stuff. They didn’t play for pennies
— it was high stakes. (Marian-You had to havertio@ey going in?) Oh yeah, none of this ...

(Marian-What kind of roads did we have in Northeithen — about this time?) At that time,
we’re talking about right now, we had paved stregbaved streets right up to the middle of
Main Street in Northville was all paved; Seven Mid was paved. (Marian — and lights, going
into Detroit?) Yeah, oh lights all the way. (Mari— | remember that.) Before the bubble
broke. See, the bubble broke in — well, beforebidueks went — '28.
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But all the Detroit Sanitarium — Maybury San — wasught out from the railroad cars in
Northville. They trucked out Main Street, out ke tsanitarium — all the stuff that went out there
to build those buildings of bricks and tile and itleing came right out Main Street. (Marian-
But it came to Northville by train?) By train. @it was transported on out to the Maybury
San; and they had Packard trucks, | can rememhbekaRd trucks, chain-driven trucks, hard
tires. People in the school complained about thsenof Main Street being cluttered up with
trucks going back and forth; and teachers couldaith because of all that noise. (Marian-
Because they had to travel Main Street and th&et@n Mile.) That's right. (Marian-Both
Eight Mile Road and Seven Mile brought people tiglotown?) Right through town. We went
out Rogers to Eight, went Main Street to Sevener&hvas no cut-off coming in Main Street.
You come in Seven Mile Road and come right up thhatilhe Main Street. It was the only way
you could get out. Northville was the end of therhd.

(Marian-Previous to the trucks EPA, how did thedin¢ get delivered in Northville?) By horse
and dray, but it came to the depot. (Marian-Whoeavthat business?) Perrin’s — Perrin’s
Delivery Company. Not the Perrin’s that is in gh@ow, but it was another Perrin. (Marian-
And then he would deliver it to the individual hosf?¢ Homes and business. (Marian-A
lucrative business...) Yes, it was. Oh yes, thih&lbthe Sears and Roebuck stuff that came in
here. (Marian-You lived out of the catalogs.) Ngomery Wards and Sears and Roebucks — it
was all dependent on those mail-order places. &destores in town, but not with the capacity
that Sears and Roebuck had. So we had to depeBdaus.

I think probably we missed out on Silver Sprin§8e haven't said anything about Silver Spring.
Probably somebody else will though. (Marian-Wei#'d like to hear yours.) It was much more
than just a spring. It turned out in its infantwas just a spring for the trains to stop by aed g
a pail of water for their engineer; and then agétv, back then would be east of where this
spring well is now, across the railroad trackseythuilt another spring house, a big building
down there; and they had a bottling works and & welled “The Silver Spring Pop”, and they
made pop down there. All the different kinds oppdnd then too, they would service the City
of Detroit office buildings with Silver Springs wat Probably somebody else will have more to
say about that — they’ll know more about it — w@ddhey aren’t all dead by now.

While I'm thinking about it, probably where the higchool is — that property in there used to
belong to my Granddad. He had sixty acres in th@w#arian-That was grandfather Walters?)
Walters, Grandfather Walters, and he used to wse tHe had a little gravel pit up there, and
being a stone mason, he got his gravel and sanof that pit. He had his own source of
supplies, so most of the houses around Northvihemhe was building them, he got his own
sand and gravel. Where else would have you g@#tan They didn’t have anything such as
washed gravel in those days. He’d go to one spbgaavel pit to get the right kinds of sand for
what he was doing? He had a pocket over here aodlet over there. He'd get the right kind
of sand. (Marian-And that was sold to the schastridt?) No, well, it was Mang & Locklin (?)
the big gravel pit outfit, and they mined it foriggua while. (Marian-Right on Main Street?)
Yeah, beyond — you know where the school is nownupat area. Then they sold it to the
school for the school property, but originallywids my Granddad’s. (Marian-Did that have to
be filled in then when the school...?) Well, theycomtoured it; they just got in there with
bulldozers and re-contoured the whole thing. Timegle the top flat for where the school is. If
you notice, you look at it, it wasn’t a naturall tiecause there was a gravel pit in there and they

Oral History--Donald Ware 9



flattened it out. Same as they did on Seven MdadR- there was no water like on Seven Mild
Road. You got water, but they never got down thiabn the gravel up on a hill that way. But
that was my Granddad’s property originally.

Oh, we haven't talked about Teal Town. The towis wamed after a man by the name of Beal.
He subdivided it way, way back — probably if yolodk in the records, you’d find that it was a
farm probably way, way back. (Marion-Now this wablde east of the race track area?) It would
be east of the race track and south of the — wiatthe corner there — Beal Street. That whole
area down there was Beal Town. It was named tiféebuy that subdivided it, his name was
Beal. (Marian-Was there a store there or anythin@fd yeah, where the hotel is was a store, it
was called Kohler's. (Marion-Oh, the Kohler famihat lived out on ...?) Yeah, and they lived
above it, or lived in back of it. They had theiwrohome there, and they had a store there.

It was named Beal, and you know something | watstiusking about the man that built this
house, his name was Beal and he lived in Ypsildrfind talking to him that his original people
— his family came from Northville. And is probahlishere this name Beal came from. Of
course, this house was built in 1936 (Marian-A ldnge after the original family.) But he was a
part of that family — Beal. That's how he camdéy | don’t know how he got over in Ypsilanti,
but he probably —

Of course while we’re talking about property, wegbta talk about the race track. Probably
somebody else will talk about the race track, bat has was the Wayne County Fair
Association’s piece of property, and the peoplee-way that it was. Now the Drivers Club |
guess owns it and the way they really organized tfikae way, when they first opened up the
race track for the mutual betting, people went acoun their attics and dug out their old papers
and found that they owned a piece of the trackvals willed to them probably or probably

didn’t get thrown away because everybody in Noftbwt that time Was part of the Wayne
County Fair Association ‘cause they bought stoci &t $10 a share and they didn’t know it was
worth anything because hell, it was a sort of aghihat you donate to. But when they
reorganized it and made a track or mutual trackobitt they found that they had some value.
And | don’t know what the stock if worth today.'slprobably worth a hell of a lot more than
$10 a share. (Marian-True.) But that race traek the Wayne County Fair, and it was a big
thing — probably outside of the State Fair — iis iea, Wayne County, it was a big Fair, like the
State Fair — seven days. | remember it was a whieék Fair, and they came from all over the -
to the Fair. (Marian-And they had horse racingdta that time...) During the Fair. (Marian-
Harness?) Yeah, well then they always, the pekgpe their horses down there as long as | can
remember, they had a race track here. | can’t némee when there wasn't a race track down
there ‘cause | used to skip school and go down@gntiorses. To get to be able to jog horses,
you had to cool ‘em out, grass ‘em a little bit aal ‘em out; and that was a big job for a kid to
have to walk around with a horse on a lead. Butgarned that by jogging ‘em — that was a
great thing that you could job em all ... (Marian euvgot paid for that job?) No, that was a
privilege, and you had to cool ‘em out.

(Marian-As long as we’re in that area, how aboetgki jump?) Oh, back of the race track —
would be about the backstretch, right oppositebnekstretch — north? (Marian-South.) South
where the big hill is. Belonged to a man by themeaf Butch Baldwin who — Butch Balwin, |
think I mentioned who Butch was — he owned theRatace Meet Market in Northville. He
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owned that whole piece of property in there, arshtbold it out for the park. But in that area
belonged to Butch Baldwin, and he leased it toghe=ople to build a ski jump back there. We
had a ski jump — with a scaffold up there on thekbat the hill, and I think they — you'd get
pretty good jumps out of it. (Marian — Would thet about in the 20’s — the late 20’'s?) Yeah,
no — the middle 20’s. The Hall Brother probabliienry Hall was the older brother, and he was
an Olympic ski jumper, and I think probably in ddn’t know what year it was, he was one of
the top jumpers for the Olympic skiers. He camehawe with his brothers and built the scaffold
out here. People never saw ski jumping. They'celthese big tournaments, and they’d get the
other jumpers in ‘cause there wasn’'t any place i waon’t think in the lower part of Michigan

— that had a ski tournament, not then. Anothéa fahd I, Joe Litsenberger and Cliff Lefevre, the
three of us because of Butch Baldwin — see Cli¥&l was a butcher at the Palace — and we
through Lefevre’s, we got concession rights ofdb#fee and the hot dogs. The three of us had
the franchise, not franchise, but we had a monopolgll the food down there. (Marian-High
school at the time, were you?) No, | was in —dlgably was just in high school. See | got out,
well no; I was in high school ‘cause | got out29. So probably in ‘26 or ‘27, when we did

this. Two years we did it. And we come out likeumnch of bandits because the people couldn’t
get up close enough — we made the coffee in thgsaldbwash tubs — the old wash boilers. And
the hot dogs probably were in the same kind of eggpa, and we had these oil stoves, and we
had a tent around a three corner counter; andabpl@ would come up and they’d hand me a $5
bill for a hot dog and a cup of coffee — couldrét §ack to get the change ‘cause there were so
many people. And we did alright. (Marian-Oh, thafreat.)

Now we got the ski jump in and we got the trackh, Bere’s one that | forgot. Pretty near all the
backyards in Northville — backyards, garden aread-if you had a bigger backyard, you had a
bigger ginseng (?) bed. People raised ginsendl-gieseng is a medicine, and they still use it
for — I think it's a nerve medicine — used for nerv. used the root, the ginseng root; and
everybody had these beds in the backyard, andntiagle out of a lathe — lathe because the stuff
grew in the shade, and they cultivated it some aragther, and everybody in Northville that had
any backyard of any size had ginseng beds. (Mdidrit cure everything?) Well, | think
probably it was more a female nerve medicine. Majin wrong, but I think it's still used in
medicines. (Marian-Did they make tea out of?) Nwas in a spoonful thing. But there were
ginseng beds — | can remember one right on CaagStr back of ... and well, here on Dunlap
back of the house that we had or the piece of ptppénere the parking lot is for Arbor Drugs.
There was a big ginseng bed in there, and it hgabd fertile soil. They probably put leaves in
there and mulched it and mulched it. It was jusidystuff, and they got good money for this
ginseng, and they used the roots. Now, | gue'ssdiut it off.

(Mary Ware — Don, you forgot to tell them that yware born on Grace Street near Eight Mile
and you've never live d any further than three kioaway). Well, now within three blocks of
where | was born — all my life — and lived on Dynland moved the house that we’re in now
from Dunlap down to here. And then we’ve movedesahtimes in this location with
wheelbarrows . We never had anybody move us —awe@oved with wheelbarrows. And I've
enjoyed Northville very much all my life, and I'noigg to stay here. But we cheat a little bit
every year and go to Florida for six months. BottNville is still home and always will be.
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(Marian-Well, Don Ware, thank you so much for shgryour memories with the Northville
Historical Society, and | know that many peopld wé listening to this, enjoying things that you
would be the only one that could tell this stonyddhank you so much for your time.)
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